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Received(Date): Fri, 11 Jun 2010 12:53:06 -0400

From: David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>

Subject: [Fwd: Re: Stranded turtles in MS]

To: Roy Crabtree <Roy.Crabtree@noaa.gov>

Cc: Heather Blough <Heather.Blough@noaa.gov>, Buck Sutter <Buck.Sutter@noaa.gov>



Hi Roy,



This is a pretty long e-mail chain.   A shorter version is:



Shrimping opened in MS Sound on June 3, west of the Biloxi Channel  NMFS OLE with



Pascagoula assistance and MSDMR marine patrol did a pretty large amount of TED compliance



boardings and, as I understand, didn't find any significant violations.  However, OLE noted that



the trawlers were very concentrated in a few areas, and Dale Stevens estimated that the boats



were 75% skimmer trawls.  We've also learned that MS regs limit net sizes for both skimmers



and door trawlers to a 25 foot headrope, but the skimmer will have 100% spread and fish



possibly the entire water column, whereas a door trawler has a 34" maximum door height.  So the



skimmers have a lot more fishing power than the traditional trawlers who are using TEDs.



High strandings were documented beginning on June 6 (I think it was about 15 turtles) all



concentrated in Biloxi/Gulfport.  Pascagoula and OLE therefore immediately made plans to go



out on June 8 to look into the skimmer trawls more closely.  They didn't see any working



skimmers, though, apparently b/c, as the density of shrimp gets fished down, the skimmers have



gone to night fishing. 



Yesterday, June 10, there were 15 more confirmed strandings, plus six unconfirmed.  Today,



there are 20 unconfirmed reports.  I'm guessing these won't all be confirmed, but it'll be a lot.



Will you have a chance to talk to Corky at the Council meeting?  If the state takes action, it could



be much quicker and would avoid a lot of the problems if this turns into an ESA emergency rule.



Please call if you'd like to discuss.  I need to grab some lunch -- my cell is 727-403-5251.



-DB



-------- Original Message --------



Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



Date: Fri, 11 Jun 2010 11:04:14 -0400



From: Barbara.Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>



To: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



CC: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov, 'Alexis Gutierrez' <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>, 'Robert D



Stevens' <Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov>, 'Steve Campbell'



<Steve.Campbell@noaa.gov>, 'David Bernhart' <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>,



'Robert Hoffman' <Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov>, 'Michael Barnette'



<Michael.Barnette@noaa.gov>, 'John Mitchell' <John.Mitchell@noaa.gov>, 'Tracy



Dunn' <Tracy.Dunn@noaa.gov>, 'Sarah Wilkin' <Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov>,



"'Sheryan.Epperly'" <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>, David Cottingham



<David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>



Reference<2ef64aa2efb6df.2efb6df2ef64aa@noaa.gov>
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s: <000f01cb090c$59d96cb0$0d8c4610$%Kinsey@noaa.gov>



It is only 10AM here central time and we are working now to verify 20 NEW stranding reports



for MS called in already.  I reccomend the state take immediate action and close down the shrimp



season until this can be resolved, if they can't we should take emergency action under ESA if at



all possible.  Has anyone spoken with the state folks that manages the shrimp fisheries?  It seems



like we are all in agreement that all information points to skimmers or regular trawlers volume.



Mark Kinsey wrote:



I will speak with my boss and request permission to saturate the area



with



OLE for an extended period. At a minimum, we should be able to reduce



the



stranding rate by repetitive boardings. Additionally, I will contact



Mississippi Law Enforcement and request they saturate the area



simultaneously. Any vessels within the saturated area will be boarded



and



monitored.



-----Original Message-----


From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov [mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:37 PM



To: Mark Kinsey



Cc: 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';



'Tracy



Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'



Subject: Re: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



WAY MORE!  June is generally a low stranding month in MS - usually



only a handful (<5) turtles documented for the whole month.



----- Original Message -----


From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:24 pm



Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



  How are the stranding this year compared to the past



couple of



years? More



or less?



-----Original Message-----


From: Alexis Gutierrez [mailto:Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:20 PM



To: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov



Cc: Mark Kinsey; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell';



'David



Bernhart';'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John



Mitchell';



'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah



Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'



Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS
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And while we were at dinner we got report of another dead



one.



This is



extremely troubling. A



Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov wrote:



    Not with any certainty.  They have all been



moderately to



      severely



    decomposed so an educated guess would be dead 1-


3 days - with



      the very



    high temperatures lately they decompose very



quickly.



I also just heard that there were at least 4



additional turtles



      on the



    beach in the Biloxi - Gulfport area.  There was



also a call



      reporting



    3 dead turtles floating several miles offshore



of the Pass



      Christian /



    Bay St. Louis area - these were not recovered.



----- Original Message -----


From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:37 pm



Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



      Wendy, on the recent strandings, is



there any way to determine



        the



    date of



their death?



-----Original Message-----


From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov



[mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:03 PM



To: Mark Kinsey



Cc: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell';



'David



        Bernhart'; 'Robert



  Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John



Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn';



        'Alexis>> Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara



Schroeder';



Sheryan.Epperly>> Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



    Attached is a map (thanks to Jeff



Adams, GIS contractor to HQ)



        showing
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      Mississippi turtle stranding



locations from 6/5/2010 -


        6/9/2010.



    He also



included a semi-transparent layer of all



strandings from



        4/30/2010



    -


6/9/2010.



The report for MS today (6/10/10) was very



bad - there were 15



        Kemp's>> ridleys recovered between Biloxi and



Gulfport (the same



area of



    concentration as recent days) and I



received a very late report



        of 6



    additional turtles still on the beach



that will be retrieved



        tomorrow>> morning. So, total for today = 21.



   



Mark Kinsey wrote:



        This might be a good time



to include Mississippi law



          enforcement.



They



        could accompany you



during the boardings and document



any



          violations.



        We do have some



jurisdiction over the skimmer but



that depends on



          the



        vessel's home port.



*From:* Robert D Stevens



[mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov



]



*Sent:* Thursday, June 10, 2010



2:50 PM



*To:* Mark Kinsey



*Cc:* 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman';



          'Michael



        Barnette'; 'John
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Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Alexis



Gutierrez';



          'Sarah



        Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas';



'Barbara Schroeder'



*Subject:* Re: Stranded iurtles



in MS



We could, ---- What about the net



size restrictions being a state



          law?



        I know where TEDs



are concerned we can board a boat



in the mountains if one was



          there,



        but does that also apply



to state laws and in state



waters? We



          can try



        and do whatever you guys



think we should.



ds



Mark Kinsey wrote:



Dale, do you plan on measuring



the nets and headrope? If so, I



          will



send a



        couple of agents/officers



along. This is a good training



          opportunity



for my



        agents who are not



familiar with skimmer vessels.



-----Original Message-----


From: Steve Campbell



[mailto:Steve.Campbell@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010



2:25 PM



To: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'David



Bernhart'



Cc: 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael
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Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';



          'Tracy



Dunn';



        'Alexis Gutierrez';



'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas';



'Barbara



          Schroeder'; 'Mark



        Kinsey'



Subject: RE: Stranded iurtles in



MS



Dale,



As per our earlier telephone



conversation, we'll get together



          early



next



        week and schedule a night



enforcement patrol.



Steve



-----Original Message-----


From: Robert D Stevens



[mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov



]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010



1:54 PM



To: David Bernhart



Cc: Robert Hoffman; Michael



Barnette; John Mitchell; Tracy



          Dunn;



   



          Alexis



        Gutierrez; Sarah Wilkin;



Steve Campbell; Wendy Teas;



Barbara



          Schroeder; Mark



        Kinsey



Subject: Re: Stranded iurtles in



MS



David,



I just talked to some fishermen



out of Bayou La Batre AL. They



          informed me
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        that a skimmer trawl is



typically a trawl used primarily



at



          night.



They do



        at times push in the



daylight hours when the sea



conditions



          are



   



          rough and



        the bottom is stirred up.



This was the case during the June



3,



          patrol. I



        will get with Enforcement



and arrange a night patrol in the



          near



   



          future to



        try and document tow



times.



David Bernhart wrote:



    MS DMR regulations state:



    "It shall be unlawful to use



skimmer trawls or wing nets



          with a



            maximum size greater



than 25 feet on the headrope and



32



          feet on



the



            footrope."



    For regular trawlers: "..not



more than 2 nets, each no
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          larger



than 25



            feet on headrope and



32 feet on footrope."



    So, given that a regular door



trawler will only get 60-70%



          opening



            spread with his



doors, but a skimmer can get 100%



opening--


          at



least on



            the headrope-- the



state regs actually allow



skimmers to



          carry a



lot



            more net than door



trawlers.  Door trawlers also



have a



          maximum



            standard door height



of 34", which will limit the



height



          of



   



          the



net to



            something in the



several feet range.  How tall



were the



          legs



   



          of



the



            skimmers, Dale?  10-


12'?



    Do you think the skimmers



were exceeding those regulatory
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          limits, or



            were you just



surprised at how much webbing the



state regs



          allow?>



       



    Do you have any plans to try



to monitor skimmer trawler



          effort



again?



       



    -DB



    Robert D Stevens wrote:



        O.K. ---- I will recap



the events from the last two



          patrols



in the



                Mississippi



Sound. On Tuesday June 3, 2010



the state



          of



   



          Mississippi



                opened inshore



waters from the Biloxi/Ocean



Springs



          channel,



West, to



                the LA/MS state



line for shrimp trawling. NOAA



Special



          Agents Steve



                Campbell and



James Kajoennen accompanied me



onboard



          the
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          GMT



SafeBoat



                for a TEDs patrol



to assure that trawlers were



          complying



   



          with TED



                requirements.



Forty vessels were observed



trawling in



          a



   



          2 to



3 square



                mile area off of



Biloxi MS.



        We estimated the number



of vessels operating with



          skimmer



trawls as



                opposed to



conventional otter trawls at



approximately



          3



   



          to



1. The



                conventional



trawlers required to have TEDs



installed



          in



   



          their nets



                were all in



compliance with no violations



found. After



          observing this



                many trawlers in



such a confined area and giving



the



          number



of large



                skimmer trawl



vessels in the fleet it was a



concern to



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.28







          us



that this



                would result in



stranded turtles.



        After the report of dead



turtles over the weekend



          another



patrol was



                conducted on



Tuesday June 8, 2010.



        NOAA Special Agent Steve



Campbell and I patrolled the



          same



area and



                found four otter



trawl vessels actively trawling



with



          one



skimmer



                trawl vessel at



anchor. The main purpose of this



          patrol



   



          was



to get a



                more accurate



count of the skimmers vessels in



the



          area



   



          and



try to



                observe the tow



times of some of these vessels.



One



          thing



that was of



                a concern to me



was the size of the skimmers



being



          observed



during
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                the previous



patrol. With no skimmers found on



the



          shrimping



grounds



                we proceeded to



the Biloxi Small Craft Harbor in



          Biloxi



   



          MS.



There we



                observed 20



vessels in the harbor, only four



of these



          vessels were



                otter trawl



vessels.



        The remaining sixteen



vessels were the larger skimmer



          trawl



vessels



                and the same ones



observed on the shrimping grounds



          during



the



                previous patrol.



These are large vessels pushing



very



          large



skimmers.



                I took some video



of these vessels at the dock to



show



          how



large



                these skimmers



are and to show the amount of



webbing



          in



   



          these nets.
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                I have this video



and will try to somehow get it



          transfered



to a DVD



                if any of you are



interested in it.



        David Bernhart wrote:



            Hi Bob,



            This is something



we've been looking at since



          Wendy



   



          alerted us to



                    the pulse in



MS strandings on Monday. 



There've



          been



   



          a



number of



                    e-mails going



around.  Sorry you haven't been



on



          those,



I'll forward



                    some for your



info.



            Shrimping opened in



MS Sound on June 3.  NMFS OLE



          with
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Pascagoula



                    assistance



and MSDMR marine patrol did a



pretty



          large



amount of TED



                    compliance



boardings and, as I understand,



didn't



          find



any



                    significant



violations.  However, OLE noted



that



          the



   



          trawlers were



                    very



concentrated in a few areas, and



Dale Stevens



          estimated that



                    the boats



were 75% skimmer trawls. 



Pascagoula and



          OLE



therefore



                    immediately



made plans to go out on June 8 to



look



          into



the skimmer



                    trawls more



closely.  So Dale, we'll await



your



          detailed



report



                    eagerly.



            On the locations of



the strandings vs. the



          shrimping
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          effort:  Wendy



                    do you have



all the stranding locations yet? 



I



          know



   



          those data were



                    incomplete as



of a few days ago.  It would be



nice



          to



look at that



                    vs. the



shrimping effort.   BUT, I don't



think we



          should



draw any



                    major



conclusions from that.  I think



it's a



          reasonable



assumption



                    (though far



from always true) that a



stranding



          occurs



pretty close



                    to where the



mortality occurred.  But Miss.



Sound



          is



   



          a



pretty small



                    area itself: 



longshore movements of carcasses



          from



   



          tide



and wind



                    and the



movement of the concentration of



the



          shrimp
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          fleet could make



                    any analysis



not too conclusive...



            -DB



            Robert D Stevens



wrote:



                Bob,



                Special Agent



Steve Campbell and myself



          conducted a



patrol on



                        Tuesday



June 8. 2010. We patrolled the



area



          off



   



          Biloxi MS and down



                        to



Gulfport MS. I will follow this



reply with



          a



   



          more



detailed



                        report of



what we observed as I need to go



get



          my



notes off the GMT



                        boat. One



thing to note, the waters off of



          Pascagoula have been



                        closed



due too oil so no trawlers have



been in



          this
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area. I guess



                        the



currents could have carried the



turtles to



          the



area from some



                        other



location, however during the last



two



          patrols



( June 3 and



                        June 8)



the winds and the currents have



been



          strong



from the East



                        to West.



All trawling to the East has been



          closed



down due to the



                        oil so I



don't know where they would have



come



          from



down that way.



                        I will



follow up in a few with a more



detailed



          report on what



                        observed



on Tuesday.



                Robert Hoffman



wrote:



                    Any way we



can check on shrimpers in MS
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          sound,



esp skimmers (check



                            tow



times).  We have had 15 stranded



          turtles



   



          in



MS Sound (quite a



                            few



around Pascagoula) with no oil



and



          looking



like they were



                           



healthy prior to death in the



last 24 hours.
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Received(Date): Fri, 11 Jun 2010 11:27:45 -0400

From: Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>

Subject: [Fwd: Fwd: Re: Stranded turtles in MS]

To: Roy Crabtree <Roy.Crabtree@noaa.gov>,Heather Blough <Heather.Blough@noaa.gov>



fyi



-------- Original Message --------



Subject


:



Fwd: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



Date: Fri, 11 Jun 2010 11:12:05 -0400



From: Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>



To: Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>, Theo Brainerd



<Theo.Brainerd@noaa.gov>, Peter Thompson <Peter.Thompson@noaa.gov>, Brion



Cook <Brion.Cook@noaa.gov>, Jim Bohnsack <Jim.Bohnsack@noaa.gov>, Chris Sasso



<Chris.Sasso@noaa.gov>



FYI



-------- Original Message --------



Subject


:



Re: Stranded turtles in MS



Date: Fri, 11 Jun 2010 11:04:14 -0400



From: Barbara.Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>



To: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



CC: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov, 'Alexis Gutierrez' <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>, 'Robert D



Stevens' <Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov>, 'Steve Campbell'



<Steve.Campbell@noaa.gov>, 'David Bernhart' <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>, 'Robert



Hoffman' <Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov>, 'Michael Barnette'



<Michael.Barnette@noaa.gov>, 'John Mitchell' <John.Mitchell@noaa.gov>, 'Tracy



Dunn' <Tracy.Dunn@noaa.gov>, 'Sarah Wilkin' <Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov>,



"'Sheryan.Epperly'" <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>, David Cottingham



<David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>



It is only 10AM here central time and we are working now to verify 20 NEW stranding reports



for MS called in already.  I reccomend the state take immediate action and close down the shrimp



season until this can be resolved, if they can't we should take emergency action under ESA if at



all possible.  Has anyone spoken with the state folks that manages the shrimp fisheries?  It seems



like we are all in agreement that all information points to skimmers or regular trawlers volume.



Mark Kinsey wrote:



I will speak with my boss and request permission to saturate the area



with



OLE for an extended period. At a minimum, we should be able to reduce



the



stranding rate by repetitive boardings. Additionally, I will contact
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Mississippi Law Enforcement and request they saturate the area



simultaneously. Any vessels within the saturated area will be boarded



and



monitored.



-----Original Message-----


From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov [mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:37 PM



To: Mark Kinsey



Cc: 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';



'Tracy



Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'



Subject: Re: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



WAY MORE!  June is generally a low stranding month in MS - usually



only a handful (<5) turtles documented for the whole month.



----- Original Message -----


From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:24 pm



Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



  How are the stranding this year compared to the past



couple of



years? More



or less?



-----Original Message-----


From: Alexis Gutierrez [mailto:Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:20 PM



To: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov



Cc: Mark Kinsey; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell';



'David



Bernhart';'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John



Mitchell';



'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah



Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'



Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



And while we were at dinner we got report of another dead



one.



This is



extremely troubling. A



Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov wrote:



    Not with any certainty.  They have all been



moderately to



      severely



    decomposed so an educated guess would be dead 1-


3 days - with



      the very



    high temperatures lately they decompose very



quickly.



I also just heard that there were at least 4



additional turtles
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      on the



    beach in the Biloxi - Gulfport area.  There was



also a call



      reporting



    3 dead turtles floating several miles offshore



of the Pass



      Christian /



    Bay St. Louis area - these were not recovered.



----- Original Message -----


From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:37 pm



Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



      Wendy, on the recent strandings, is



there any way to determine



        the



    date of



their death?



-----Original Message-----


From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov



[mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:03 PM



To: Mark Kinsey



Cc: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell';



'David



        Bernhart'; 'Robert



  Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John



Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn';



        'Alexis>> Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara



Schroeder';



Sheryan.Epperly>> Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



    Attached is a map (thanks to Jeff



Adams, GIS contractor to HQ)



        showing



      Mississippi turtle stranding



locations from 6/5/2010 -


        6/9/2010.



    He also



included a semi-transparent layer of all



strandings from



        4/30/2010



    -


6/9/2010.



The report for MS today (6/10/10) was very



bad - there were 15



        Kemp's>> ridleys recovered between Biloxi and



Gulfport (the same



area of



    concentration as recent days) and I



received a very late report



        of 6
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    additional turtles still on the beach



that will be retrieved



        tomorrow>> morning. So, total for today = 21.



   



Mark Kinsey wrote:



        This might be a good time



to include Mississippi law



          enforcement.



They



        could accompany you



during the boardings and document



any



          violations.



        We do have some



jurisdiction over the skimmer but



that depends on



          the



        vessel's home port.



*From:* Robert D Stevens



[mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov



]



*Sent:* Thursday, June 10, 2010



2:50 PM



*To:* Mark Kinsey



*Cc:* 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman';



          'Michael



        Barnette'; 'John



Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Alexis



Gutierrez';



          'Sarah



        Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas';



'Barbara Schroeder'



*Subject:* Re: Stranded iurtles



in MS



We could, ---- What about the net



size restrictions being a state



          law?



        I know where TEDs



are concerned we can board a boat



in the mountains if one was
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          there,



        but does that also apply



to state laws and in state



waters? We



          can try



        and do whatever you guys



think we should.



ds



Mark Kinsey wrote:



Dale, do you plan on measuring



the nets and headrope? If so, I



          will



send a



        couple of agents/officers



along. This is a good training



          opportunity



for my



        agents who are not



familiar with skimmer vessels.



-----Original Message-----


From: Steve Campbell



[mailto:Steve.Campbell@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010



2:25 PM



To: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'David



Bernhart'



Cc: 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael



Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';



          'Tracy



Dunn';



        'Alexis Gutierrez';



'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas';



'Barbara



          Schroeder'; 'Mark



        Kinsey'



Subject: RE: Stranded iurtles in



MS



Dale,



As per our earlier telephone



conversation, we'll get together
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          early



next



        week and schedule a night



enforcement patrol.



Steve



-----Original Message-----


From: Robert D Stevens



[mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov



]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010



1:54 PM



To: David Bernhart



Cc: Robert Hoffman; Michael



Barnette; John Mitchell; Tracy



          Dunn;



   



          Alexis



        Gutierrez; Sarah Wilkin;



Steve Campbell; Wendy Teas;



Barbara



          Schroeder; Mark



        Kinsey



Subject: Re: Stranded iurtles in



MS



David,



I just talked to some fishermen



out of Bayou La Batre AL. They



          informed me



        that a skimmer trawl is



typically a trawl used primarily



at



          night.



They do



        at times push in the



daylight hours when the sea



conditions



          are



   



          rough and



        the bottom is stirred up.



This was the case during the June



3,



          patrol. I
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        will get with Enforcement



and arrange a night patrol in the



          near



   



          future to



        try and document tow



times.



David Bernhart wrote:



    MS DMR regulations state:



    "It shall be unlawful to use



skimmer trawls or wing nets



          with a



            maximum size greater



than 25 feet on the headrope and



32



          feet on



the



            footrope."



    For regular trawlers: "..not



more than 2 nets, each no



          larger



than 25



            feet on headrope and



32 feet on footrope."



    So, given that a regular door



trawler will only get 60-70%



          opening



            spread with his



doors, but a skimmer can get 100%



opening--


          at



least on
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            the headrope-- the



state regs actually allow



skimmers to



          carry a



lot



            more net than door



trawlers.  Door trawlers also



have a



          maximum



            standard door height



of 34", which will limit the



height



          of



   



          the



net to



            something in the



several feet range.  How tall



were the



          legs



   



          of



the



            skimmers, Dale?  10-


12'?



    Do you think the skimmers



were exceeding those regulatory



          limits, or



            were you just



surprised at how much webbing the



state regs



          allow?>



       



    Do you have any plans to try



to monitor skimmer trawler



          effort



again?



       



    -DB
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    Robert D Stevens wrote:



        O.K. ---- I will recap



the events from the last two



          patrols



in the



                Mississippi



Sound. On Tuesday June 3, 2010



the state



          of



   



          Mississippi



                opened inshore



waters from the Biloxi/Ocean



Springs



          channel,



West, to



                the LA/MS state



line for shrimp trawling. NOAA



Special



          Agents Steve



                Campbell and



James Kajoennen accompanied me



onboard



          the



   



          GMT



SafeBoat



                for a TEDs patrol



to assure that trawlers were



          complying



   



          with TED



                requirements.



Forty vessels were observed



trawling in



          a



   



          2 to



3 square



                mile area off of



Biloxi MS.
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        We estimated the number



of vessels operating with



          skimmer



trawls as



                opposed to



conventional otter trawls at



approximately



          3



   



          to



1. The



                conventional



trawlers required to have TEDs



installed



          in



   



          their nets



                were all in



compliance with no violations



found. After



          observing this



                many trawlers in



such a confined area and giving



the



          number



of large



                skimmer trawl



vessels in the fleet it was a



concern to



          us



that this



                would result in



stranded turtles.



        After the report of dead



turtles over the weekend



          another



patrol was



                conducted on



Tuesday June 8, 2010.



        NOAA Special Agent Steve



Campbell and I patrolled the
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          same



area and



                found four otter



trawl vessels actively trawling



with



          one



skimmer



                trawl vessel at



anchor. The main purpose of this



          patrol



   



          was



to get a



                more accurate



count of the skimmers vessels in



the



          area



   



          and



try to



                observe the tow



times of some of these vessels.



One



          thing



that was of



                a concern to me



was the size of the skimmers



being



          observed



during



                the previous



patrol. With no skimmers found on



the



          shrimping



grounds



                we proceeded to



the Biloxi Small Craft Harbor in



          Biloxi



   



          MS.



There we



                observed 20



vessels in the harbor, only four



of these
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          vessels were



                otter trawl



vessels.



        The remaining sixteen



vessels were the larger skimmer



          trawl



vessels



                and the same ones



observed on the shrimping grounds



          during



the



                previous patrol.



These are large vessels pushing



very



          large



skimmers.



                I took some video



of these vessels at the dock to



show



          how



large



                these skimmers



are and to show the amount of



webbing



          in



   



          these nets.



                I have this video



and will try to somehow get it



          transfered



to a DVD



                if any of you are



interested in it.
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        David Bernhart wrote:



            Hi Bob,



            This is something



we've been looking at since



          Wendy



   



          alerted us to



                    the pulse in



MS strandings on Monday. 



There've



          been



   



          a



number of



                    e-mails going



around.  Sorry you haven't been



on



          those,



I'll forward



                    some for your



info.



            Shrimping opened in



MS Sound on June 3.  NMFS OLE



          with



Pascagoula



                    assistance



and MSDMR marine patrol did a



pretty



          large



amount of TED



                    compliance



boardings and, as I understand,



didn't



          find



any



                    significant



violations.  However, OLE noted



that



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.66







          the



   



          trawlers were



                    very



concentrated in a few areas, and



Dale Stevens



          estimated that



                    the boats



were 75% skimmer trawls. 



Pascagoula and



          OLE



therefore



                    immediately



made plans to go out on June 8 to



look



          into



the skimmer



                    trawls more



closely.  So Dale, we'll await



your



          detailed



report



                    eagerly.



            On the locations of



the strandings vs. the



          shrimping



   



          effort:  Wendy



                    do you have



all the stranding locations yet? 



I



          know



   



          those data were



                    incomplete as



of a few days ago.  It would be



nice



          to



look at that



                    vs. the



shrimping effort.   BUT, I don't
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think we



          should



draw any



                    major



conclusions from that.  I think



it's a



          reasonable



assumption



                    (though far



from always true) that a



stranding



          occurs



pretty close



                    to where the



mortality occurred.  But Miss.



Sound



          is



   



          a



pretty small



                    area itself: 



longshore movements of carcasses



          from



   



          tide



and wind



                    and the



movement of the concentration of



the



          shrimp



   



          fleet could make



                    any analysis



not too conclusive...



            -DB



            Robert D Stevens



wrote:



                Bob,
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                Special Agent



Steve Campbell and myself



          conducted a



patrol on



                        Tuesday



June 8. 2010. We patrolled the



area



          off



   



          Biloxi MS and down



                        to



Gulfport MS. I will follow this



reply with



          a



   



          more



detailed



                        report of



what we observed as I need to go



get



          my



notes off the GMT



                        boat. One



thing to note, the waters off of



          Pascagoula have been



                        closed



due too oil so no trawlers have



been in



          this



area. I guess



                        the



currents could have carried the



turtles to



          the



area from some



                        other



location, however during the last



two



          patrols



( June 3 and



                        June 8)



the winds and the currents have



been
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          strong



from the East



                        to West.



All trawling to the East has been



          closed



down due to the



                        oil so I



don't know where they would have



come



          from



down that way.



                        I will



follow up in a few with a more



detailed



          report on what



                        observed



on Tuesday.



                Robert Hoffman



wrote:



                    Any way we



can check on shrimpers in MS



          sound,



esp skimmers (check



                            tow



times).  We have had 15 stranded



          turtles



   



          in



MS Sound (quite a



                            few



around Pascagoula) with no oil



and



          looking



like they were



                           



healthy prior to death in the
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last 24 hours.
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Purpose: On-water dedicated turtle search effort via Wildlife Branch, Unified



Command, Houma



Vessel: LDWF Canvasback (time on water: 11 hrs. Time searching in targeted area of



oiled habitat: 3.2 hrs)



Principal Investigator: Dr. Blair Witherington, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation



Commission



Information below compiled from email from Dr. Witherington to Barbara Schroeder



(Unified Command, Operations, Wildlife Branch, Sea Turtle Unit Lead and



NOAA/NMFS National Sea Turtle Coordinator)



The searched location (near N 28.8402, W 88.76514) contained convergence lines of oil,



mousse, and Sargassum with a surrounding sheen and thinner flocculent mousse



globules. The lines had an abundance of Physalia and Vellela, with some Porpita. All



appeared to be dead. Densities were commonly several per square meter. A ventrally



oiled northern gannet was captured and was returned to shore for care by another LDWF



vessel.  A pelagic juvenile green turtle (~20 cm carapace length) was observed at the



surface in thick mousse. The turtle was completely coated in mousse, but dove when



approached and could not be re-located in the dense line or surrounding flocculent area.



A pelagic juvenile Kemp’s ridley was observed at the surface near the margin of a thick



mousse line. The turtle was not severely oiled and dove when approached. The turtle



disappeared under the mousse line. A second pelagic juvenile Kemp’s ridley was



observed in dense mousse.  The turtle was detectable only due to slight movement.  The



turtle was captured. Size was 17.8 cm straight carapace length.  The captured ridley was



transported to the USFWS facility in Venice then to Audubon Aquarium of the Americas



for de-oiling and care.  Additional lines were searched. Dorado (Coryphaena) were



common, many with unusual white patches. Two ventrally oiled but flying laughing



gulls were observed.



Update on the captured Kemp’s ridley: Dr. Brian Stacy (NOAA/NMFS veterinarian)



received a report from Dr. Cara Field at the Audubon Aquarium of the Americas on the



condition of the oiled Kemp's ridley at around 11pm last night:  “As Dr. Witherington



described on capture, the animal was extensively oiled, including the mouth.  The oil was



quite tenacious and clean-up took some time.  The last communication late on 5/18 was



that there were no severe alterations in the initial blood work and the animal was very



responsive.  Of concern is that the oil was very adhered to the corneas.  Dr. Field will



conduct a ophthalmic exam on 5/19.  Prolonged contact of oil with the corneas in animals



without intervention obviously would impair vision, with potentially permanent effects,



in addition to other concerns related to prolonged oil exposure.  She will call me again



this morning after she has evaluated the turtle again.”
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Received(Date): Fri, 11 Jun 2010 12:55:34 -0400

From: David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>

Subject: [Fwd: Re: Stranded turtles in MS]

To: Roy Crabtree <Roy.Crabtree@noaa.gov>, Buck Sutter <Buck.Sutter@noaa.gov>,Heather

Blough <Heather.Blough@noaa.gov>



A strandings map with the MS strandings through Wednesday (so not including yesterday).  Also



a map showing where MS opened waters to shrimping.



-DB



-------- Original Message --------



Subject


:



Re: Stranded turtles in MS



Date: Thu, 10 Jun 2010 20:02:58 -0400



From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov



To: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



CC: 'Robert D Stevens' <Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov>, 'Steve Campbell'



<Steve.Campbell@noaa.gov>, 'David Bernhart' <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>, 'Robert



Hoffman' <Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov>, 'Michael Barnette'



<Michael.Barnette@noaa.gov>, 'John Mitchell' <John.Mitchell@noaa.gov>, 'Tracy



Dunn' <Tracy.Dunn@noaa.gov>, 'Alexis Gutierrez' <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>,



'Sarah Wilkin' <Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov>, 'Barbara Schroeder'



<Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, "Sheryan.Epperly" <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>



Attached is a map (thanks to Jeff Adams, GIS contractor to HQ) showing



Mississippi turtle stranding locations from 6/5/2010 - 6/9/2010. He



also



included a semi-transparent layer of all strandings from 4/30/2010 -


6/9/2010.



The report for MS today (6/10/10) was very bad - there were 15 Kemp's



ridleys recovered between Biloxi and Gulfport (the same area of



concentration as recent days) and I received a very late report of 6



additional turtles still on the beach that will be retrieved tomorrow



morning. So, total for today = 21.



Mark Kinsey wrote:



>



> This might be a good time to include Mississippi law enforcement.



They



> could accompany you during the boardings and document any



violations.



> We do have some jurisdiction over the skimmer but that depends on



the



> vessel’s home port.



>



> *From:* Robert D Stevens [mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]



> *Sent:* Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:50 PM



> *To:* Mark Kinsey
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> *Cc:* 'Steve Campbell'; 'David Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael



> Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Sarah



> Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas'; 'Barbara Schroeder'



> *Subject:* Re: Stranded iurtles in MS



>



> We could, ---- What about the net size restrictions being a state



law?



> I know where TEDs



> are concerned we can board a boat in the mountains if one was there,



> but does that also



> apply to state laws and in state waters? We can try and do whatever



> you guys think we should.



> ds



>



>



> Mark Kinsey wrote:



>



> Dale, do you plan on measuring the nets and headrope? If so, I will



send a



> couple of agents/officers along. This is a good training opportunity



for my



> agents who are not familiar with skimmer vessels.



>



> -----Original Message-----


> From: Steve Campbell [mailto:Steve.Campbell@noaa.gov]



> Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:25 PM



> To: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'David Bernhart'



> Cc: 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy



Dunn';



> 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas'; 'Barbara



Schroeder'; 'Mark



> Kinsey'



> Subject: RE: Stranded iurtles in MS



>



> Dale,



>



> As per our earlier telephone conversation, we'll get together early



next



> week and schedule a night enforcement patrol.



>



> Steve



>



> -----Original Message-----


> From: Robert D Stevens [mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]



> Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 1:54 PM



> To: David Bernhart



> Cc: Robert Hoffman; Michael Barnette; John Mitchell; Tracy Dunn;



Alexis



> Gutierrez; Sarah Wilkin; Steve Campbell; Wendy Teas; Barbara



Schroeder; Mark



> Kinsey



> Subject: Re: Stranded iurtles in MS



>



> David,



> I just talked to some fishermen out of Bayou La Batre AL. They



informed me



> that a skimmer trawl is typically a trawl used primarily at night.
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They do



> at times push in the daylight hours when the sea conditions are



rough and



> the bottom is stirred up. This was the case during the June 3,



patrol. I



> will get with Enforcement and arrange a night patrol in the near



future to



> try and document tow times.



>



>



>



> David Bernhart wrote:



>



>



>     MS DMR regulations state:



>



>



>



>     "It shall be unlawful to use skimmer trawls or wing nets with a



>



>     maximum size greater than 25 feet on the headrope and 32 feet on



the



>



>     footrope."



>



>



>



>     For regular trawlers: "..not more than 2 nets, each no larger



than 25



>



>     feet on headrope and 32 feet on footrope."



>



>



>



>     So, given that a regular door trawler will only get 60-70%



opening



>



>     spread with his doors, but a skimmer can get 100% opening--at



least on



>



>     the headrope-- the state regs actually allow skimmers to carry a



lot



>



>     more net than door trawlers.  Door trawlers also have a maximum



>



>     standard door height of 34", which will limit the height of the



net to



>



>     something in the several feet range.  How tall were the legs of



the



>



>     skimmers, Dale?  10-12'?



>



>



>



>     Do you think the skimmers were exceeding those regulatory



limits, or
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>



>     were you just surprised at how much webbing the state regs allow?



>



>



>



>     Do you have any plans to try to monitor skimmer trawler effort



again?



>



>



>



>     -DB



>



>



>



>     Robert D Stevens wrote:



>



>



>



>         O.K. ---- I will recap the events from the last two patrols



in the



>



>         Mississippi Sound. On Tuesday June 3, 2010 the state of



Mississippi



>



>         opened inshore waters from the Biloxi/Ocean Springs channel,



West, to



>



>         the LA/MS state line for shrimp trawling. NOAA Special



Agents Steve



>



>         Campbell and James Kajoennen accompanied me onboard the GMT



SafeBoat



>



>         for a TEDs patrol to assure that trawlers were complying



with TED



>



>         requirements. Forty vessels were observed trawling in a 2 to



3 square



>



>         mile area off of Biloxi MS.



>



>         We estimated the number of vessels operating with skimmer



trawls as



>



>         opposed to conventional otter trawls at approximately 3 to



1. The



>



>         conventional trawlers required to have TEDs installed in



their nets



>



>         were all in compliance with no violations found. After



observing this



>



>         many trawlers in such a confined area and giving the number



of large



>



>         skimmer trawl vessels in the fleet it was a concern to us
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that this



>



>         would result in stranded turtles.



>



>         After the report of dead turtles over the weekend another



patrol was



>



>         conducted on Tuesday June 8, 2010.



>



>         NOAA Special Agent Steve Campbell and I patrolled the same



area and



>



>         found four otter trawl vessels actively trawling with one



skimmer



>



>         trawl vessel at anchor. The main purpose of this patrol was



to get a



>



>         more accurate count of the skimmers vessels in the area and



try to



>



>         observe the tow times of some of these vessels. One thing



that was of



>



>         a concern to me was the size of the skimmers being observed



during



>



>         the previous patrol. With no skimmers found on the shrimping



grounds



>



>         we proceeded to the Biloxi Small Craft Harbor in Biloxi MS.



There we



>



>         observed 20 vessels in the harbor, only four of these



vessels were



>



>         otter trawl vessels.



>



>         The remaining sixteen vessels were the larger skimmer trawl



vessels



>



>         and the same ones observed on the shrimping grounds during



the



>



>         previous patrol. These are large vessels pushing very large



skimmers.



>



>         I took some video of these vessels at the dock to show how



large



>



>         these skimmers are and to show the amount of webbing in



these nets.



>



>         I have this video and will try to somehow get it transfered



to a DVD



>



>         if any of you are interested in it.
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>



>



>



>



>



>



>



>



>



>



>



>         David Bernhart wrote:



>



>



>



>             Hi Bob,



>



>



>



>             This is something we've been looking at since Wendy



alerted us to



>



>             the pulse in MS strandings on Monday.  There've been a



number of



>



>             e-mails going around.  Sorry you haven't been on those,



I'll forward



>



>             some for your info.



>



>



>



>             Shrimping opened in MS Sound on June 3.  NMFS OLE with



Pascagoula



>



>             assistance and MSDMR marine patrol did a pretty large



amount of TED



>



>             compliance boardings and, as I understand, didn't find



any



>



>             significant violations.  However, OLE noted that the



trawlers were



>



>             very concentrated in a few areas, and Dale Stevens



estimated that



>



>             the boats were 75% skimmer trawls.  Pascagoula and OLE



therefore



>



>             immediately made plans to go out on June 8 to look into



the skimmer



>



>             trawls more closely.  So Dale, we'll await your detailed



report



>



>             eagerly.
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>



>



>



>             On the locations of the strandings vs. the shrimping



effort:  Wendy



>



>             do you have all the stranding locations yet?  I know



those data were



>



>             incomplete as of a few days ago.  It would be nice to



look at that



>



>             vs. the shrimping effort.   BUT, I don't think we should



draw any



>



>             major conclusions from that.  I think it's a reasonable



assumption



>



>             (though far from always true) that a stranding occurs



pretty close



>



>             to where the mortality occurred.  But Miss. Sound is a



pretty small



>



>             area itself:  longshore movements of carcasses from tide



and wind



>



>             and the movement of the concentration of the shrimp



fleet could make



>



>             any analysis not too conclusive...



>



>



>



>             -DB



>



>



>



>             Robert D Stevens wrote:



>



>



>



>                 Bob,



>



>                 Special Agent Steve Campbell and myself conducted a



patrol on



>



>                 Tuesday June 8. 2010. We patrolled the area off



Biloxi MS and down



>



>                 to Gulfport MS. I will follow this reply with a more



detailed



>



>                 report of what we observed as I need to go get my



notes off the GMT



>



>                 boat. One thing to note, the waters off of
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Pascagoula have been



>



>                 closed due too oil so no trawlers have been in this



area. I guess



>



>                 the currents could have carried the turtles to the



area from some



>



>                 other location, however during the last two patrols



( June 3 and



>



>                 June 8) the winds and the currents have been strong



from the East



>



>                 to West. All trawling to the East has been closed



down due to the



>



>                 oil so I don't know where they would have come from



down that way.



>



>                 I will follow up in a few with a more detailed



report on what



>



>                 observed on Tuesday.



>



>



>



>



>



>                 Robert Hoffman wrote:



>



>



>



>                     Any way we can check on shrimpers in MS sound,



esp skimmers (check



>



>                     tow times).  We have had 15 stranded turtles in



MS Sound (quite a



>



>                     few around Pascagoula) with no oil and looking



like they were



>



>                     healthy prior to death in the last 24 hours.



>



>



>



>



>



>
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                               News Release







10-69-SB

June 1, 2010 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



Mississippi 2010-2011 Shrimp Season Opens June 3

in Waters West of the East Biloxi Ship Channel





BILOXI, Miss.—The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (DMR) has set the opening

date of the 2010-2011 shrimp season in Mississippi territorial waters west of the East

Biloxi ship channel for 6 a.m. Thursday, June 3, 2010.



The area opening will include all Mississippi waters west of a line beginning at Beacon “18" in

the East Biloxi Bay Channel including the channel, then following the eastern side of the

channel in a southerly direction until it intersects with the Mississippi/EEZ 3 mile nautical line.

The northern boundary will begin at Beacon “18" in the East Biloxi Bay Channel and then

southwesterly along the most direct line to the southernmost point on Deer Island; then

westerly following the north shore of Deer Island to the westernmost tip; then westerly in the

most direct line to Biloxi Beacon “8"; then westerly following the meandering of the shoreline

at a distance of one-half mile from there to a point on the centerline of the CSX Railroad

Bridge over St. Louis Bay; then westerly along the centerline of the bridge to a point one-half

mile south of the western abutment of the CSX Railroad Bridge; then southwesterly following

the meandering of the shoreline at a distance of one-half mile there from to a point one-half

mile east of the mouth of Bayou Caddy; then westerly to the mouth of Bayou Caddy; then

southwesterly following the meandering of the shoreline to the Mississippi-Louisiana state

line.



These waters may close on short notice if it is detected that oil is moving into the open area.



All regulations set by the DMR are to be in full force and effect, and all boats engaged in

catching or transporting shrimp in or from the waters of Mississippi must be legally licensed.



For the latest updates on the Mississippi shrimp fishery, call the toll-free Shrimp

Information Hotline 1-866-We Trawl (866-938-7295).



The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to enhancing, protecting and

conserving marine interests of the state by managing all marine life, public trust wetlands,

adjacent uplands and waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial, recreational,

educational and economic uses of these resources consistent with environmental concerns

and social changes. Visit the DMR online at www.dmr.ms.gov.







—END—



Contact: Shelly Becker

Phone:   228-523-4051



MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES

1141 Bayview Avenue, Biloxi, Mississippi 39530
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                               News Release







10-69-SB

June 1, 2010 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



Mississippi 2010-2011 Shrimp Season Opens June 3

in Waters West of the East Biloxi Ship Channel





BILOXI, Miss.—The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (DMR) has set the opening

date of the 2010-2011 shrimp season in Mississippi territorial waters west of the East

Biloxi ship channel for 6 a.m. Thursday, June 3, 2010.



The area opening will include all Mississippi waters west of a line beginning at Beacon “18" in

the East Biloxi Bay Channel including the channel, then following the eastern side of the

channel in a southerly direction until it intersects with the Mississippi/EEZ 3 mile nautical line.

The northern boundary will begin at Beacon “18" in the East Biloxi Bay Channel and then

southwesterly along the most direct line to the southernmost point on Deer Island; then

westerly following the north shore of Deer Island to the westernmost tip; then westerly in the

most direct line to Biloxi Beacon “8"; then westerly following the meandering of the shoreline

at a distance of one-half mile from there to a point on the centerline of the CSX Railroad

Bridge over St. Louis Bay; then westerly along the centerline of the bridge to a point one-half

mile south of the western abutment of the CSX Railroad Bridge; then southwesterly following

the meandering of the shoreline at a distance of one-half mile there from to a point one-half

mile east of the mouth of Bayou Caddy; then westerly to the mouth of Bayou Caddy; then

southwesterly following the meandering of the shoreline to the Mississippi-Louisiana state

line.



These waters may close on short notice if it is detected that oil is moving into the open area.



All regulations set by the DMR are to be in full force and effect, and all boats engaged in

catching or transporting shrimp in or from the waters of Mississippi must be legally licensed.



For the latest updates on the Mississippi shrimp fishery, call the toll-free Shrimp

Information Hotline 1-866-We Trawl (866-938-7295).



The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to enhancing, protecting and

conserving marine interests of the state by managing all marine life, public trust wetlands,

adjacent uplands and waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial, recreational,

educational and economic uses of these resources consistent with environmental concerns

and social changes. Visit the DMR online at www.dmr.ms.gov.







—END—



Contact: Shelly Becker

Phone:   228-523-4051



MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES

1141 Bayview Avenue, Biloxi, Mississippi 39530
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Received(Date): Wed, 28 Apr 2010 14:44:50 -0400

From: David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>

Subject: [Fwd: [Fwd: [Fwd: Fwd: Sea Turtle Strandings for UTC]]]

To: Roy Crabtree <Roy.Crabtree@noaa.gov>, Buck Sutter <Buck.Sutter@noaa.gov>,Kim

Amendola <kim.amendola@noaa.gov>, Heather Blough <Heather.Blough@noaa.gov>

Cc: Robert Hoffman <Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov>,Michael Barnette

<Michael.Barnette@noaa.gov>

Fwd: Sea Turtle Strandings for UTC.eml



Hi Roy,



Just giving a brief update on the Upper Texas sea turtle strandings. 



Galveston Lab reported an additional 9 Kemp's ridley strandings from Saturday-Monday.  The



latest strandings data from Galveston are attached.



Hal and Tracy have told me they have an operation underway.  I don't know what that means in



terms of numbers of boats or officers.



Pascagoula has advised us that, based on their observations and interviews in the same area last



year, they believe that high angle TEDs may be a major contributor to this problem.  Small



Kemp's ridleys seem to have problems escaping when angles are greater than the 55deg max. 



The current penalty schedule allows for +10 deg. with only a written warning.  We've forwarded



this on to Duane in GCEL and will try to get with him to talk about the possibility of revising.



-DB



-------- Original Message --------



Subject: [Fwd: [Fwd: Fwd: Sea Turtle Strandings for UTC]]



Date: Wed, 28 Apr 2010 10:10:31 -0400



From: Michael Barnette <Michael.Barnette@noaa.gov>



Organizatio


n:



NOAA



To: David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>, 'Robert Hoffman'



<Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov>



now with data...



-------- Original Message --------


Subject: [Fwd: Fwd: Sea Turtle Strandings for UTC]



Date: Wed, 28 Apr 2010 10:06:52 -0400



From: Wendy Teas <Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>



To: Lyndsey Howell <Lyndsey.Howell@noaa.gov>



CC: Sheryan.Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>, Lisa Belskis



<Lisa.Belskis@noaa.gov>, Michael Barnette <Michael.Barnette@noaa.gov>



Hi Lyndsey,
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Can you please add Lisa Belskis, Michael Barnette (NMFS/SERO) and me to



your original distribution list for these updates?  It would be more



efficient than the current process of Sheryan forwarding them to me and



Lisa and then one of us forwarding to Michael.



Thanks,



Wendy
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Received(Date): Tue, 27 Apr 2010 17:17:39 -0400

From: Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Sea Turtle Strandings for UTC

To: Wendy Teas <Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>, Lisa Belskis <Lisa.Belskis@noaa.gov>

Strandings and Surveys 2010.xls



-------- Original Message --------



Subject: Sea Turtle Strandings for UTC



Date: Tue, 27 Apr 2010 16:16:13 -0500



From: Lyndsey Howell <Lyndsey.Howell@noaa.gov>



Organizati


on:



NOAA Fisheries



To: Ben Higgins <Ben.Higgins@noaa.gov>, Cain Bustinza <Cain.Bustinza@noaa.gov>,



Matt Clark <Matt.Clark@noaa.gov>, Roger Zimmerman



<Roger.Zimmerman@noaa.gov>, Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>,



Tom Minello <Tom.Minello@noaa.gov>, Rhonda O'Toole



<Rhonda.O'Toole@noaa.gov>, James M Nance <James.M.Nance@noaa.gov>



Hello everyone,



  I will try to keep everyone updated when we have multiple strandings



at a time, we have had 9 strandings in the last 3 days. Detailed



information is included on them and the survey on monday. Hope everyone



has a great week!



Lyndsey
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Date Event



Stranding



code Species Stranding Location



1/4/2010 Stranding KIS100104-01 Cm



Floating at surface near Dock B



of Galveston Yacht Basin



1/11/2010 Stranding LNH100111-01 Cm



Loading dock at West Gulf



Marine, off Harborside Drive



1/12/2010 Stranding KIS100112-01 Cm 


on mud flat exposed by extreme



low tides near bulkhead of the



Terramar Beach community



deveopment



2/1/2010 Stranding LNH100201-01 Cm 


on beach in front of Isla Del Mar



beach development, below high



tide line in surf



4/5/2010 Stranding LNH100405-01 Lk 


in surf line on West End of



island; approx. 5 mi from San



Luis Pass



4/6/2010 Stranding LNH100406-01 Lk 


west end of Galveston Island, in



surf in fron of silverside beach



resort



4/12/2010 Stranding LNH100412-01 Lk 


in water at crystal beach on the



bolivar peninsula, approx. 12



miles east of Galveston ship



channel



4/12/2010 Stranding LNH100412-02 Lk



In spanish grant, ~20 yardsfrom



shoreline on Galveston Island



4/13/2010 Stranding LNH100413-01 Lk



on Bolivar peninsula, approx 10



miles east of galveston ship



channel, in crystal beach



4/13/2010 Stranding LNH100413-02 Lk



on Bolivar peninsula, approx



10.5 miles east of galveston ship



channel, in crystal beach



4/13/2010 Stranding LNH100413-03 Lk



on Galveston island at 43rd



street and seawall blvd., 1meter



from tide line; 7 miles east of



Galveston ship channel



4/15/2010 Stranding LNH100415-01 Lk On surfside beach, near freeport



4/15/2010 Stranding NPS100415-01 Lk 


on west end of galveston island



at 8 mile road; approx 3 miles



west of seawall



4/16/2010 Stranding LNH100416-01 Lk 


on Bolivar peninsula at the



surfline; approx. 5 miles west of



rollover pass



4/16/2010 Stranding LNH100416-02 Lk 


on Bolivar peninsula at the



surfline; approx. 10 miles west of



rollover pass



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.134.1.1







4/16/2010 Stranding LNH100416-03 Lk 


west end of Galveston island at



hershey beach development;



approx. 3 miles west of the



seawall



4/16/2010 Stranding LNH100416-04 Cm 


on west end of galveston island,



in front of pirates beach



subdevelopment



4/16/2010 Stranding LNH100416-05 Lk



on west end of Galveston Island,



in front of the State Park, in surf



4/18/2010 Stranding LNH100418-01 Lk



on Galveston island at 43rd



street and seawall blvd., about



7.5 miles east of ship channel



4/19/2010 Stranding LNH100419-01 Lk



Bolivar peninsula; approx. 3



miles east of ship



channel(galveston) in surf



4/19/2010 Stranding LNH100419-02 Lk 


On galveston island in front of



Bermuda Beach



subdevelopment; ~100 yards



from tide line



4/19/2010 Stranding LNH100419-03 Lk



near surfside, east of access



road 4, approx. 6 miles east of



freeport channel



4/19/2010 Stranding LNH100419-04 Cm



on surfside beach, near freeport



channel, ~1mile; wedged in



boulders on beach



4/20/2010 Stranding LNH100420-01 Lk 


On bolivar peninsula, approx. 3



miles west of High Island;



~3meters from surf below high



tide line



4/20/2010 Stranding LNH100420-02 Lk 


off the shore of sunny beach on



west end of island, approx 4



miles west of the end of the



seawall



4/21/2010 Stranding LNH100421-01 Lk



On surfside beach approx 3



miles east of freeport channel



4/21/2010 Stranding LNH100421-02 Lk



near surfside, east of access



road 4, approx. 6 miles east of



freeport channel



4/21/2010 Stranding LNH100421-03 Cm



near surfside, east of access



road 4, approx. 7 miles east of



freeport channel



4/22/2010 Hook&Line LNH100422-01 Lk 


on Bolivar peninsula in high



Island where 87 turtns into Hwy



124
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4/24/2010 Stranding LNH100424-01 Lk



On Bolivar peninsula, approx. 2



miles east of rollover pass



4/24/2010 Stranding LNH100424-02 Lk



On Bolivar peninsula, approx. 1



miles east of rollover pass



4/24/2010 Stranding LNH100424-03 Lk



On Bolivar peninsula, approx. 10



miles east of galveston ship



channel, near trash can #64



4/24/2010 Stranding LNH100424-04 Lk



On Bolivar peninsula, approx. 6



miles east of galveston ship



channel, near trash can #45



4/24/2010 Stranding LNH100424-05 Lk



On extreme east end of



Galveston island, on beach next



to galveston ship channel



4/26/2010 Stranding LNH100426-01 Lk



On Bolivar peninsula, approx. 2



miles east of high island



4/26/2010 Stranding LNH100426-02 Lk



On Bolivar peninsula, approx. 2



miles west of rollover pass,



above high tide line



4/26/2010 Stranding LNH100426-03 Lk 


On Bolivar peninsula, approx. 7



miles east of Galveston, trash



can #44



4/26/2010 Stranding LNH100426-04 Lk



On Bolivar peninsula, approx.4



miles west of rollover pass
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County Latitude Longitude SCL (cm) Condition



Galveston N29º 19.147' W094º46.483' 25.1 Alive



Galveston N29º17.856' W094º50.466' 40.1 Alive/Transferred



Galveston N29º08.279' W095º03.674' 35.2 Dead



Galveston N29º08.038' W095º02.988' 28.4 Dead



Galveston N29º07.321' W095º04.059' 62.9 Dead



Galveston N29º09.369' W095º00.825'' 34.0 Dead



Galveston N29º27.125' W094º37.824'' 27.8 Dead



Galveston N29º13.022' W094º54.740 25.2 Dead



Galveston N29º25.343 W094º41.074 26.2 Dead



Galveston N29º25.638 W094º40.625 27.4 Dead



Galveston N29º16.650 W094º48.430 27.6 Dead



Brazoria N29º02.069 W095º10.538 EST. 27.5 Dead



Galveston N29º14.030 W094º53.080 55.8 Dead



Galveston N29º29.089 W094º33.383 30.6 Dead



Galveston N29º27.450 W094º37.120 EST. 38.5 Dead
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Galveston N29º13.268 W094º54.351 26.2 Dead



Galveston N29º12.189 W094º56.182 27.4 Dead



Galveston N29º11.175 W094º57.859 62.3 Dead



Galveston N29º15.923 W094º49.691 55.4 Dead



Galveston N29º24.246 W094º42.404 38.9 Dead



Galveston N29º12.770 W094º55.172 ~19.9 Dead



Brazoria N29º00.443 W095º12.830 56.2 Dead



Brazoria N28º56.911 W095º17.22 26.2 Dead



Galveston N29º31.787 W094º26.412 29.1 Dead



Galveston N29º13.900 W094º53.300 32.4 Alive



Galveston N28º57.222 W095º16.841 27.2 Dead



Galveston N29º00.516 W095º12.722 ~38.7 Dead



Galveston N29º00.768 W095º12.378 31.0 Dead



Galveston unknown unknown ~35 alive
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Galveston unknown unknown 41.1 alive



Galveston N29º31.070 W094º28.418 58.9 dead



Galveston N29º26.905 W094º38.324 47.4 dead



Galveston N29º25.857 W094º40.293 29.8 dead



Galveston unknown unknown 29.1 dead



Galveston N29º46.256 W094º03.352 28.2 dead



Galveston N29º32.735 W094º23.911 61.8 dead



Galveston N29º25.859 W094º40.295 33.1 dead



Galveston N29º25.860 W094º40.296 ~27.8 dead
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Action



Taken to NOAA Fisheries for



rehabilition



Transferred 3/25/2010 to



Kemah Aquarium



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach
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Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Taken to NOAA Fisheries for



rehabilition and later released



4/26/2010



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



turtle crawled back into water
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Taken to NOAA Fisheries for



rehabilition



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach



Painted orange, buried on



beach
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Comments



Turtle was retrieved by fisherman near Dock B of Galveston Yacht Basin. Carapace 100% covered with thin layer



of mud. Approximately 50% barnacle coverage on carapace. One small wound on each pectoral scute on



plastron. Turtle is lethargic and bloated. Top layer of 3rd vertebral scute missing. Possible cold stunned turtle.



Cold stunned, lethargic. No obvious injuries or wounds. Minor abrasions on plastron.



Carapace completely covered by green filamentous algae. Light algal coverage on head and both front flippers.



Healthy muscle and fat stores present. Lungs normal. GI tract full of algae/digesta. Nematode cysts present on



entire GI tract. Liver normal in size and color. Gall bladder enlarged and hardened. Hemorrhaged blood in



pericardial sac. Ventricle reduced in size. Kidneys normal. Mouth, esophagus and trachae free of debris. Possible



cold stunned.



Turtle has 50% algae coverage on carapace and several small barnacles. Sand in cavity due to the neck being



exposed. Reduced muscle mass. Nematode cysts poresent on GI Tract and liver. Esophagus $ trachea



completely missing. Thalasssia seagrass present in GI Tract.



Algae coverage on vertebrals and marginals, 15% coverage.  "Crush-like" wound to head, jaw missing.  Necropsy



Notes: Below average muscle, fat stores present; crab parts present in upper GI tract; kidneys abnormal, pale in



color; Hemorhaged blood present around pericardium sac-heart very pale and extended-very abnormal.  Left lung



inflated.



Turtle is severely bloated & covered in twenty percent algae growth on rear of carapace. Eyes are bulging &



scutes are beginning to peel.Evidence of trauma to left pectoral: hemorrhaged blood & bruising; GI tract full of



shell hash, a tar bar and trash; nematode cysts present on upper GI tract



Turtle is severely bloated and eyes are bulging. Internal organs are degraded. Large barnacle on third vertebral.



No obvious wounds or abnormalities noted



Turtle is a dried out carcass: no internal organs. Only rear flippers remaining. No wounds or abnormalities found



No obvious wounds or abnormalities found. Carcass is very decomposed and degraded. Internal organs liquified.



Turtle carcass is very decompsed. Average muscle mass present,, healthy fat stores. Black sediment in



esophagus and intestines. Blood in trachea. Other organs too degraded.



Two large acorn barnacles on lower right marginals, sand in cavity. No abnormalities noted. Turtle is mssing



head, fron flippers & left rear flipper.



Dried out carcass and very flat dorsoventrally. Anterior carapace cracked- possible post mortum, vehicular tracks



over carcass



Large crack present on left side of carapace and on plastron-"impact crack." Pooled blood around pericardium



sac. Large fat stores and muscle mass. GI tract contains several crab parts and shell hash.



Carcass is bloated: eyes are bulging & the cloaca is pursed. No obvious abnormalities. Large amount of pooled



blood in viscera near pericardium. Average muscle mass, some fat stores present. Trachea & esophagus



conatins black sediment



Turtla carapace has a straight cut across the width at the 4th laterals and vertebral. Body cavity empty. Mouth



and esophagus contain black sediment. Trachea clear of debris.
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Several tiny acorn barnacles on rear of carapace. Carcass is bloated: eyes are swollen & cloaca is pursed.



Reduced muscle mass but fat stores present. Blood in trachea. Esophagus contains sediment, shell hash, &tube



worms. Hemorrhaged blood around pericardium sac & pectoral muscles.



Turtle caracss is very decompsed and has been scavenged. Head, front flippers, and left rear flipper missing.



Extra vertebral scute between 4th & 5th scute. Gi tract contained plastic, styrofoam, Sargassum and Thalassia.



No obvious wounds or abnormalities



Turtle carcass is ver decomposed. Algae growth (10%) on rear of carapace. Body cavity filled with sand, no



internal organs. Head and front flippers are missing. No obvious abnormalities.



Turtle carcass is severely decomposed. Scavenger marks on rear flippers(bone exposed) and dorsal neck.



Carapace is split open in several places, follows natural sutures along rib bones. Too decopmosed to distinguis



major organs



Carcass is very decompsed. Neck has been scavenged. Rear flippers are degraded and scavenged. Right flipper



tip missing, humerus bone exposed. Surface Keratinof scutes peeled off. Internal cavity severely degraded



Empty cavity of a partial shell is all that remains. Break across carapace is jagged



Turtle has wound on left carapace, large slice across carapace. Skin is eposed and it also has a slice mark



across it. Wound penetrates into cavity. Large muscle mass and healthy fat stores. Blood in trachea. Black



sediment in esophagus and mouth. Chambers of heart are distended



Turtle is emaciated and had heacy internal parasite infestation. Reduced muscle mass and little fat stores



present. Both lungs inflated. Hard white mass 1/2" diameter in left lung. GI tract empty except for green bile. 80%



algae growth on carapace



Turtle is very decomposed: No head or flippers, femur bone remains only on right flipper. Carapace has all



surface keratin peeling



Turtle was caught by a fisherman from the shoreline on the right front flipper with a circle hook and live mullet.



Appears to be very healthy and active. Some minor bruising to the plastron. No abnormalities or wounds noted.



Healed notch on right front flipper tip



Carapace is broken open along left side, jagged break. A 2" long slice mark is present on last vertebral. One



barnacle on 2nd vertebral. Eyes have been scavenged out. Necropsy notes: Empty bladder, gi tract contains mud



and shell hash, average fat stores and muscle mass present; Mouth, esophagus and trachea clear of debris



Turtle has an old wound on rear of carapace, entire tail is exposed. Front flippers and side of neck have been



scavenged, tooth indentations present on carapace near flippers. GI tract contains crab parts and shell hash,



some fat stores in cavity; other major organs degraded



Turtle is missing head and both front flippers. Scavenger marks present on both sides of the carapace. Body



cavity is mostly empty, with some tissue present.



Turtle was caught with a circle hook and live bait. Fisherman cut the line but hook was still in mouth. Turtle



crawled out of the truck back into the ocean as he was calling to report the catch. Animal has some healed



notches on left marginals & some algae growth on rear carapace.
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Turtle was brought to a bait barn by a local who found the animal entagled in fishing line that was still attached to



the rod and reel. Tight constiction wound to the right front flipper, possible down to the bone. Minor constriction



wound to the left front flipper. Carapace has 70% algae coverage on carapace



No obvious wounds or abnormalities found. Carcass is slightly bloated, eyes bulging and cloaca pursed.



Necropsy notes: very large muscle mass and fat stores present. Indications of extreme exertion on pectoral



muscles, especially around the heart; hemorrhaged blood present. GI tract very full



Turtle is slightly decomposed, surface keratin beginning to peel off, rib bones exposed. Old healed injury to left



rear flipper, round nub remains. Necropsy: Healthy fat stores and muscle mass present; black shell hash present



in esophagus. No obvious wounds



Turtle is bloated, eyes are bulging and cloaca is pursed. No epibiota, wounds or abnormalities noted. Average



muscle mass and fat stores; GI tract contains: fish and crab parts, and thin strips of white and clear plastic.



Turtle carcass is missing head and front flippers. Cavity is completely empty. Brought in by a visitor.



Turtle is a dried out carcass: no internal organs. No wounds or abnormalities found. Surface keratin peeling off



from carapace, bone is exposed



Turtle was missing all appendages, only femurs remain. No head either. Internal: Large fat stores and average



muscle mass present. GI tract full of crab parts and black sediment. No abnormalities found



Turtle has an old wound, possible constiction wound on right front flipper. Old healed notch on right lower



marginals. Internal: very minimal fat stores present, reduced muscle mass. GI tract contains algae, fish bones,



crab parts and sediment. Mouth, trachea, and esophagus free of debris.



Turtle has straight cuts to first left vertebral and lateral, penetrating the cavity, also to the rear of the carapace,



with cavity exposed. No internal organs remain. Wounds indicative of propeller wounds.
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Parts Collected Parts Sent?



n/a n/a



n/a n/a



Left humerus and left eye no



Left humerus and left eye no



Both front flippers no



n/a n/a



n/a n/a



n/a n/a



n/a n/a



n/a n/a



n/a n/a



n/a n/a



Front Flippers no



n/a n/a



n/a n/a
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n/a n/a



n/a n/a



n/a n/a



Front Flippers no



n/a n/a



n/a n/a



Front Flippers no



Left humerus and left eye no



whole n/a



n/a n/a



n/a n/a



n/a n/a



n/a n/a



n/a n/a
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n/a



n/a



n/a



n/a



n/a



n/a



n/a



n/a



n/a
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Week Dates Bolivar Survey Galveston Survey Number of Turtles

Found on Survey



1 12/28/2009-1/3/2010 Partial Completed 0



2 1/4/2010-1/10/2010 Partial Completed 0



3 1/11/2010-1/17/2010 Completed partial 0



4 1/18/2010-1/24/2010 Not Completed Completed 0



5 1/25/2010-1/31/2010 Partial Completed 0



6 2/1/2010-2/7/2010 Completed Completed 1



7 2/8/2010-2/14/2010 Partial Completed 0



8 2/15/2010-2/21/2010 Completed Completed 0



9 2/22/2010-2/28/2010 Partial Completed 0



10 3/1/2010-3/7/2010 Completed Completed 0



11 3/8/2010-3/14/2010 Completed Completed 0



12 3/15/2010-3/21/2010 Completed Completed 0



13 3/22/2010-3/28/2010 Completed Completed 0



14 3/29/2010-4/4/2010 Completed Completed 0



15 4/5/2010-4/11/2010 Completed Completed 1



16 4/12/2010-4/18/2010 Partial Completed 3



17 4/19/2010-4/25/2010 Completed Completed 4



18 4/26/2010-5/2/2010 Completed partial 4



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50
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51

52



Totals 13
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Total Number of Turtles Turtles Recovered Turtles Recovered Total Number of

Recovered, Not on Survey Offshore Inshore Turtles for Week



0 0 0 0



1 0 1 1



2 0 2 2



0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0



0 1 0 1



0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0



1 2 0 2



10 13 0 13



11 15 0 15



0 4 0 4
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25 35 3 38
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Comments



Beach impassable due to complete erosion at mile 26.7 caused by extreme high tides from Hurricane Ida



Beach impassable due to complete erosion at mile 26.7 caused by extreme high tides from Hurricane Ida



galveston survey partial due to vehicle accident



Bolivar survey partial due to high tides washing over the entire beach



Bolivar survey partial due to high tides washing over the entire beach



galveston partial due to sun setting on the day
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Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



12/28/2009 26.7 mi Lyndsey Howell&Ken Kaufman



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-26.7mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



1/4/2010 26.7 mi Lyndsey Howell&Ken Kaufman



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-26.7mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



1/11/2010 45 mi Lyndsey Howell&Nick Shaw



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507
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Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



1/11/2010 45 mi Lyndsey Howell&Nick Shaw



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



1/22/2010 45 mi Not Completed



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



1/25/2010 26.7 mi Lyndsey Howell&Ken Kaufman



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312
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35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



2/1/2010 45 mi Lyndsey Howell&Nick Shaw



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



2/8/2010 40 mi Lyndsey Howell&Ken Kaufman



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



2/15/2010 45.0 mi Lyndsey Howell&Ken Kaufman



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456
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25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



2/22/2010 30.0 mi Lyndsey Howell&Ken Kaufman



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



3/1/2010 45 mi Lyndsey Howell&Shelley Harkness



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



3/8/2010 45.0 mi Lyndsey Howell&Shelley Harkness



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644
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15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



3/15/2010 45.0 mi Nick Shaw&Shelley Harkness



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



3/26/2010 45.0 mi Lyndsey Howell&Andy Krauss



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



3/29/2010 45.0 mi Lyndsey Howell&Shelley Harkness



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475
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5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



4/5/2010 45.0 mi Lyndsey Howell&Shelley Harkness



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



4/12/2010 45.0 mi Lyndsey Howell



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



4/19/2010 45.0 mi Lyndsey Howell&Marissa Nuttall



Mileage Latitude Longitude
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Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -


Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



4/26/2010 45.0 mi Lyndsey Howell&Shelley Harkness



Mileage Latitude Longitude



Start N29' 22.336 W94' 43.651



0-5mi N29' 25.686 W94' 40.475



5-10mi N29' 27.933 W94' 36.037



10-15mi N29' 29.759 W94' 31.644



15-20mi N29' 31.572 W94' 26.884



20-25mi N29' 33.273 W94' 22.456



25-30mi N29' 34.002 W94' 20.509



30-35mi N29' 36.789 W94' 13.312



35-40mi N29' 38.570 W94' 08.759



40-45mi N29' 39.979 W94' 04.507



Totals - -
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Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



12/28/2009 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Ken Kaufman



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 0 0 0 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



01/04/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Ken Kaufman



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 0 0 0 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



01/11/2010 4.0 mi Lyndsey Howell &Nick Shaw



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103
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Totals - - 0 0 0 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



01/22/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell &Nick Shaw



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 0 0 0 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



01/25/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Ken Kaufman



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 0 0 0 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



02/01/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell &Nick Shaw



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 1 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 1 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 0
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35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 1 0 1 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



02/08/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Ken Kaufman



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 0 0 0 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



02/15/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Ken Kaufman



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 3 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 2 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 1 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 0 6 0 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



02/22/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Ken Kaufman



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 1 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 2 0 0 0
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25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 1 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 1 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 2 3 0 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



03/01/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Shelley Harkness



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 0 0 0 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



03/08/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Shelley Harkness



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 1



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 0 0 0 1



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



03/15/2010 42.5 mi Nick Shaw & Shelley Harkness



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 1
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15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 0 0 0 1



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



03/26/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Andy Krauss



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 1 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 1 0 0 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



03/29/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Shelley Harkness



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 1 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 1 0 0 0



Totals - - 2 0 0 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



04/05/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Shelley Harkness



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0
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5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 1 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 1



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 0 0 1 1



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



04/12/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Nick Shaw



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 1 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 2 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 4 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 5 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 5 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 1 0 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 10 6 2 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



04/19/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Marissa Nuttall



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins



Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 1 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 1 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 0 0 1 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 1 1 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 1 0



Totals - - 0 3 3 0



Date Total Miles Survey Completed By:



04/26/2010 42.5 mi Lyndsey Howell & Shelley Harkness



Mileage Latitude Longitude Shrimp Boats Shrimp Boats



< 3 miles > 3 miles Turtles Dolphins
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Start N29' 19.860 W94' 43.739 0 0 0 0



0-5mi N29' 17.304 W94' 47.414 0 0 0 0



5-10mi N29' 14.651 W94' 52.082 0 0 0 0



10-15mi N29' 12.132 W94' 56.202 1 1 0 0



15-20mi N29' 09.662 W95' 00.412 0 0 0 0



20-25mi N29' 07.113 W95' 04.375 0 0 0 0



25-30mi N29' 04.161 W95' 07.602 0 0 0 0



30-35mi N29' 01.274 W95' 11.715 0 0 0 0



35-40mi N28' 58.417 W95' 15.495 0 0 0 0



40-42.5mi N28' 56.991 W95' 17.103 0 0 0 0



Totals - - 1 1 0 0
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Received(Date): Fri, 07 May 2010 07:07:05 -0400

From: Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: RE: Turtles in the Water

To: Robert Hoffman <Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov>,David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>

Cc: Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>,Theo Brainerd

<Theo.Brainerd@noaa.gov>,Peter Thompson <Peter.Thompson@noaa.gov>,Jim Bohnsack

<Jim.Bohnsack@noaa.gov>, Chris Sasso <Chris.Sasso@noaa.gov>



Bob and David.  As you can see below, we've been discussing sampling for contaminants in sea



turtles, both before and after exposure; I'm sure other groups are interested in doing the same for



other taxa. See news article except and Brian Stacy's e-mail below.  One problem is the



proprietary chemical composition of the dispersant.  Did the company provide NMFS that



information for the  Sec. 7 consultation?  If not, can we require that be provided?  After all, how



can we evaluate the effect of the action without knowing the chemistry?  Please advise. Thanks. 



Sherry



*DISPERSE AND CONQUER**: Concern continues to grow today about chemical



dispersants that BP is spraying onto the Gulf **oil spill**, as the chemical barrage



exceeds any previous cleanup efforts in history. More than 166,000 gallons of



dispersants have already been used, and are credited with keeping the oil slick from



reaching the mainland, where it could devastate coastal wildlife. They help the vast



rafts of black goo deteriorate into smaller chunks, which then sink and can be more



easily digested by oil-eating bacteria. But the chemicals are toxic - perhaps even more



so than the oil they're breaking up - and the company that makes them keeps some



ingredients secret, calling them proprietary information. "It's like any other product,"



says a senior manager at the Nalco Company, which makes Corexit dispersants. "We



developed them and we're protecting our trade secret." (Sources: **New York



Times**, **e! Science News**, **Wired**)*



-------- Original Message --------



Subject


:



RE: Turtles in the Water



Date: Thu, 06 May 2010 15:40:00 -0400



From: Stacy,Brian A <bstacy@ufl.edu>



To: Wendy Teas <Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>, "Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov"



<Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov>



CC: Foley, Allen <Allen.Foley@MyFWC.com>, Barbara.Schroeder



<Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Brian Stacy <Brian.Stacy@noaa.gov>, Chris Sasso



<Chris.Sasso@noaa.gov>, Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>



Hi,



I had an impromptu round table with the toxicologists here at the contaminants

meeting -  a substantial brain trust of folks.  They agreed that the carcasses

would be useful, but probably will require modification of some existing

protocols.  Bile is the best sample by a significant margin and the ability to
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detect oil residues becomes affected by freezing - that said, there a

potential ways around this.  Tissue testing will still be possible, but the

bile and urine are better.



No one knows if hydrocarbons can be detected in blood.  This creates some

uncertainty regarding how useful blood samples from in-water work will be in

showing exposure.  As for the dispersant - the compound is proprietary, thus

no one knows how to test for it.  Evidently, there are multiple high level

discussions on this issue.



Brian

________________________________________

From: Wendy Teas [Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]

Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 1:57 PM

To: Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov

Cc: Stacy,Brian A; Foley, Allen; Barbara.Schroeder; Brian Stacy; Chris Sasso;

Sheryan Epperly

Subject: Re: Turtles in the Water



I agree regarding collection of only turtles appearing to be debilitated.



Great idea on using the SJB frozen carcasses as a baseline.  I'm sure

there are other frozen carcasses in Texas and elsewhere in Florida that

we can collect tissues from for baseline info for species other than greens.



Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov wrote:

>

> I agree with you Brian that we should collect turtles potentially

> affected by oil based on lack of avoidance behavior and/or physical

> impairment and that the individuals making those assessments should be

> people that are very experienced with in-water turtle behavior.  I

> don't think we have the resources in the field or on land to take on

> collection of turtles that don't appear to be distressed.

>

>

>

> *"Stacy,Brian A" <bstacy@ufl.edu>*

>

> 05/06/2010 11:18 AM

>

>

> To

>       Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>

> cc

>       "Barbara.Schroeder" <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Wendy Teas

> <Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>, Sandy MacPherson <Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov>,

> Brian Stacy <Brian.Stacy@noaa.gov>, "Foley, Allen"

> <Allen.Foley@MyFWC.com>, Chris Sasso <Chris.Sasso@noaa.gov>

> Subject

>       RE: Turtles in the Water

>

>

>

>

>

>

>
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>

>

> We really need to engage a toxicologist on this issue.  There are two

> federal people here (Jen Keller and Tracy Collier) that I am asking

> for input.  Blood may not be the best sample for different types of

> PAH exposure.

>

> I am concerned about spreading people too thin when we are still at a

> period of uncertaintywith regard to what this event is bringing.  My

> feeling is that the nesting issues and simply dealing with background

> strandings in the context of oil spill investigation may be two of

> largest demands associated with this event.

>

> I have 130+ SJB green turtle carcasses frozen that may be useful as a

> reference of exposure levels to oil/despersant compounds prior to the

> spill.  I am posing this question to multiple people.

>

> Brian

> ________________________________________

> From: Sheryan Epperly [Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov]

> Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 9:59 AM

> To: Stacy,Brian A

> Cc: Barbara.Schroeder; Wendy Teas; Sandy MacPherson; Brian Stacy;

> Foley, Allen; Chris Sasso

> Subject: Re: Turtles in the Water

>

> I definitely believe we (or CG or whomever) should be picking up turtles

> off the water that are oiled and bringing them in to an intake/rehab

> facility.  I don't think that we should be collecting other animals for

> the sole purpose of relocation.

>

> However, if the collections were part of a bigger question, then

> possibly.  For example, we tagged a lot of turtles in the St. Joe area

> in January.  The  situation is now ripe to quickly survey that area in

> an attempt to recapture the animals and estimate population size; I'd

> really like to see us do that.  This could be done in a short amount of

> time (permits pending, of course). At the same time, tissue samples

> could be collected for baseline analysis for the expected contaminants -
> before oil reaches the area.  Rodeoing of turtles in other areas for the

> same purpose might be fruitful (baseline contaminant level analysis).

>

> Anyways, my 2 cents.  I've added Chris to this discussion, too.

>

> On 5/6/10 9:24 AM, Stacy,Brian A wrote:

> > I tentatively can make either.  I am supportive of an in-water

> response with the following objectives:

> > 1.  Have experienced (Tomo, Blair, IRG folks)  turtle people making

> assessments of behavior and interactions with oil

> > 2.  Collection of turtles potentially effected by oil as evidenced

> by diminished avoidance behavior/physical impairment (distressed)

> >

> > My concerns with trying to capture "undistressed" animals is that it

> will:

> > 1.  Distract from efforts to get a relatively larger scale idea of

> how turtles are being affected in-water - people will be chasing turtles

> > 2.  Uncertain plan for disposition - relocation? - does not seem

> practical on a numbers/population level
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> >

> > Brian

> >

> >

> >

> >

> > ________________________________________

> > From: Barbara.Schroeder [Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov]

> > Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 8:53 AM

> > To: Wendy Teas; Sandy MacPherson; Sheryan Epperly; Brian Stacy;

> Foley, Allen

> > Subject: Re: Turtles in the Water

> >

> > Hi Again,

> > I'd actually like us to have a call today or first thing tomorrow AM if

> > today doesn't work to discuss.  I know some of you are flying today, so

> > let me know if there is a time after the 4PM call that works for you, or

> > if you can join an early AM call tomorrow.  Please do send email

> > thoughts as well.

> > Barbara

> >

> > Barbara.Schroeder wrote:

> >

> >> Hello All -
> >> I'm posing this discussion to each of you as the leads for the four

> >> groups within the turtle unit and I am adding Allen Foley as he has

> >> been actively involved in some of these discussions.  We need to

> >> discuss/give thought to and make a decision at this point in time as

> >> to whether we want to organize on the water reconnaissance (and

> >> collection) specifically for distressed (or undistressed) turtles.

> >> These questions are beginning to filter down from leadership in NOAA

> >> (i.e., are you going to relocate turtles?) and the media.

> >> Can we collect thoughts just among this small group by email

> >> initially?  I'd like to hear everyone's thoughts and then we can go

> >> from there.  I'm putting this out to you for discussion.  I know it

> >> has many facets (e.g., how many can we bring in, how long do we hold,

> >> where do we release, etc.).

> >>

> >> Thanks, Barbara

> >>

> >>

>
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Received(Date): Fri, 07 May 2010 08:22:11 -0400

From: Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>

Subject: Re: Fwd: RE: Turtles in the Water

To: Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>

Cc: Robert Hoffman <Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov>,David Bernhart

<David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>,Theo Brainerd <Theo.Brainerd@noaa.gov>,Peter Thompson

<Peter.Thompson@noaa.gov>,Jim Bohnsack <Jim.Bohnsack@noaa.gov>, Chris Sasso

<Chris.Sasso@noaa.gov>



Sherry -


Are you talking skin exposure or bioaccumulation?  I think the right way to go on this is to



prepare an inquiry to go to the ICC asking for what the proper sampling protocols are for



collecting tissue samples for analysis and then to use those protocols within the centers.  This



should be coordinated through OR&R and the best way to do that is through the ICC.  Work up a



draft inquiry and I'll push it through.



bjp



Sheryan Epperly wrote:



Bob and David.  As you can see below, we've been discussing sampling for



contaminants in sea turtles, both before and after exposure; I'm sure other groups are



interested in doing the same for other taxa. See news article except and Brian Stacy's e-


mail below.  One problem is the proprietary chemical composition of the dispersant. 



Did the company provide NMFS that information for the  Sec. 7 consultation?  If not,



can we require that be provided?  After all, how can we evaluate the effect of the



action without knowing the chemistry?  Please advise. Thanks.  Sherry



*DISPERSE AND CONQUER**: Concern continues to grow today about



chemical dispersants that BP is spraying onto the Gulf **oil spill**, as the



chemical barrage exceeds any previous cleanup efforts in history. More



than 166,000 gallons of dispersants have already been used, and are



credited with keeping the oil slick from reaching the mainland, where it



could devastate coastal wildlife. They help the vast rafts of black goo



deteriorate into smaller chunks, which then sink and can be more easily



digested by oil-eating bacteria. But the chemicals are toxic - perhaps even



more so than the oil they're breaking up - and the company that makes



them keeps some ingredients secret, calling them proprietary information.



"It's like any other product," says a senior manager at the Nalco Company,



which makes Corexit dispersants. "We developed them and we're



protecting our trade secret." (Sources: **New York Times**, **e! Science



News**, **Wired**)*



-------- Original Message --------



SubjectRE: Turtles in the Water
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:



Date: Thu, 06 May 2010 15:40:00 -0400



From: Stacy,Brian A <bstacy@ufl.edu>



To: Wendy Teas <Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>, "Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov"



<Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov>



CC: Foley, Allen <Allen.Foley@MyFWC.com>, Barbara.Schroeder



<Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Brian Stacy <Brian.Stacy@noaa.gov>, Chris Sasso



<Chris.Sasso@noaa.gov>, Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>



Hi,



I had an impromptu round table with the toxicologists here at the

contaminants meeting -  a substantial brain trust of folks.  They

agreed that the carcasses would be useful, but probably will require

modification of some existing protocols.  Bile is the best sample by

a significant margin and the ability to detect oil residues becomes

affected by freezing - that said, there a potential ways around this. 

Tissue testing will still be possible, but the bile and urine are

better.



No one knows if hydrocarbons can be detected in blood.  This creates

some uncertainty regarding how useful blood samples from in-water

work will be in showing exposure.  As for the dispersant - the

compound is proprietary, thus no one knows how to test for it. 

Evidently, there are multiple high level discussions on this issue.



Brian

________________________________________

From: Wendy Teas [Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]

Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 1:57 PM

To: Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov

Cc: Stacy,Brian A; Foley, Allen; Barbara.Schroeder; Brian Stacy;

Chris Sasso; Sheryan Epperly

Subject: Re: Turtles in the Water



I agree regarding collection of only turtles appearing to be

debilitated.



Great idea on using the SJB frozen carcasses as a baseline.  I'm sure

there are other frozen carcasses in Texas and elsewhere in Florida

that

we can collect tissues from for baseline info for species other than

greens.



Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov wrote:

>

> I agree with you Brian that we should collect turtles potentially

> affected by oil based on lack of avoidance behavior and/or physical

> impairment and that the individuals making those assessments should

be

> people that are very experienced with in-water turtle behavior.  I

> don't think we have the resources in the field or on land to take

on

> collection of turtles that don't appear to be distressed.
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>

>

>

> *"Stacy,Brian A" <bstacy@ufl.edu>*

>

> 05/06/2010 11:18 AM

>

>

> To

>       Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>

> cc

>       "Barbara.Schroeder" <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Wendy Teas

> <Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>, Sandy MacPherson <Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov>,

> Brian Stacy <Brian.Stacy@noaa.gov>, "Foley, Allen"

> <Allen.Foley@MyFWC.com>, Chris Sasso <Chris.Sasso@noaa.gov>

> Subject

>       RE: Turtles in the Water

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

> We really need to engage a toxicologist on this issue.  There are

two

> federal people here (Jen Keller and Tracy Collier) that I am asking

> for input.  Blood may not be the best sample for different types of

> PAH exposure.

>

> I am concerned about spreading people too thin when we are still at

a

> period of uncertaintywith regard to what this event is bringing. 

My

> feeling is that the nesting issues and simply dealing with

background

> strandings in the context of oil spill investigation may be two of

> largest demands associated with this event.

>

> I have 130+ SJB green turtle carcasses frozen that may be useful as

a

> reference of exposure levels to oil/despersant compounds prior to

the

> spill.  I am posing this question to multiple people.

>

> Brian

> ________________________________________

> From: Sheryan Epperly [Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov]

> Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 9:59 AM

> To: Stacy,Brian A

> Cc: Barbara.Schroeder; Wendy Teas; Sandy MacPherson; Brian Stacy;

> Foley, Allen; Chris Sasso

> Subject: Re: Turtles in the Water

>

> I definitely believe we (or CG or whomever) should be picking up
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turtles

> off the water that are oiled and bringing them in to an

intake/rehab

> facility.  I don't think that we should be collecting other animals

for

> the sole purpose of relocation.

>

> However, if the collections were part of a bigger question, then

> possibly.  For example, we tagged a lot of turtles in the St. Joe

area

> in January.  The  situation is now ripe to quickly survey that area

in

> an attempt to recapture the animals and estimate population size;

I'd

> really like to see us do that.  This could be done in a short

amount of

> time (permits pending, of course). At the same time, tissue samples

> could be collected for baseline analysis for the expected

contaminants -
> before oil reaches the area.  Rodeoing of turtles in other areas

for the

> same purpose might be fruitful (baseline contaminant level

analysis).

>

> Anyways, my 2 cents.  I've added Chris to this discussion, too.

>

> On 5/6/10 9:24 AM, Stacy,Brian A wrote:

> > I tentatively can make either.  I am supportive of an in-water

> response with the following objectives:

> > 1.  Have experienced (Tomo, Blair, IRG folks)  turtle people

making

> assessments of behavior and interactions with oil

> > 2.  Collection of turtles potentially effected by oil as

evidenced

> by diminished avoidance behavior/physical impairment (distressed)

> >

> > My concerns with trying to capture "undistressed" animals is that

it

> will:

> > 1.  Distract from efforts to get a relatively larger scale idea

of

> how turtles are being affected in-water - people will be chasing

turtles

> > 2.  Uncertain plan for disposition - relocation? - does not seem

> practical on a numbers/population level

> >

> > Brian

> >

> >

> >

> >

> > ________________________________________

> > From: Barbara.Schroeder [Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov]

> > Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 8:53 AM

> > To: Wendy Teas; Sandy MacPherson; Sheryan Epperly; Brian Stacy;

> Foley, Allen

> > Subject: Re: Turtles in the Water
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> >

> > Hi Again,

> > I'd actually like us to have a call today or first thing tomorrow

AM if

> > today doesn't work to discuss.  I know some of you are flying

today, so

> > let me know if there is a time after the 4PM call that works for

you, or

> > if you can join an early AM call tomorrow.  Please do send email

> > thoughts as well.

> > Barbara

> >

> > Barbara.Schroeder wrote:

> >

> >> Hello All -
> >> I'm posing this discussion to each of you as the leads for the

four

> >> groups within the turtle unit and I am adding Allen Foley as he

has

> >> been actively involved in some of these discussions.  We need to

> >> discuss/give thought to and make a decision at this point in

time as

> >> to whether we want to organize on the water reconnaissance (and

> >> collection) specifically for distressed (or undistressed)

turtles.

> >> These questions are beginning to filter down from leadership in

NOAA

> >> (i.e., are you going to relocate turtles?) and the media.

> >> Can we collect thoughts just among this small group by email

> >> initially?  I'd like to hear everyone's thoughts and then we can

go

> >> from there.  I'm putting this out to you for discussion.  I know

it

> >> has many facets (e.g., how many can we bring in, how long do we

hold,

> >> where do we release, etc.).

> >>

> >> Thanks, Barbara

> >>

> >>

>
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Received(Date): Fri, 07 May 2010 07:50:52 -0400

From: Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>

Subject: Re: Fwd: RE: Turtles in the Water

To: Robert Hoffman <Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov>

Cc: David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>,Bonnie Ponwith

<Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>,Theo Brainerd <Theo.Brainerd@noaa.gov>,Peter Thompson

<Peter.Thompson@noaa.gov>,Jim Bohnsack <Jim.Bohnsack@noaa.gov>, Chris Sasso

<Chris.Sasso@noaa.gov>

Corexit_EC9527A_MSDS.539295.pdf



Here's the MSDS for one of them.  At the press conference the BP rep.

indicated there were 2 dispersants being used. There is a second Corexit

and that might be the other one. I haven't been able to confirm that

that 2nd one is, though.



On 5/7/10 7:37 AM, Robert Hoffman wrote:

> The biological assessment that the USCG provided in 1996 says "modern

> dispersants contain solvents composed of non aromatic hydrocarbons or

> water-miscible concentrates (alcohols and glycols) as well as

> surfactants" and thats all it says about the make up of the

> dispersants.  Is there a way you can get the MSDS sheet for the

> dispersants being used?  As far as whether or not we can require the

> chemical make up be provided, that would be a question for the lawyers.

> Sheryan Epperly wrote:

>> Bob and David.  As you can see below, we've been discussing sampling

>> for contaminants in sea turtles, both before and after exposure; I'm

>> sure other groups are interested in doing the same for other taxa.

>> See news article except and Brian Stacy's e-mail below.  One problem

>> is the proprietary chemical composition of the dispersant.  Did the

>> company provide NMFS that information for the  Sec. 7 consultation?

>> If not, can we require that be provided?  After all, how can we

>> evaluate the effect of the action without knowing the chemistry?

>> Please advise. Thanks.  Sherry

>>

>>> *DISPERSE AND CONQUER**: Concern continues to grow today about

>>> chemical dispersants that BP is spraying onto the Gulf **oil

>>> spill**, as the chemical barrage exceeds any previous cleanup

>>> efforts in history. More than 166,000 gallons of dispersants have

>>> already been used, and are credited with keeping the oil slick from

>>> reaching the mainland, where it could devastate coastal wildlife.

>>> They help the vast rafts of black goo deteriorate into smaller

>>> chunks, which then sink and can be more easily digested by

>>> oil-eating bacteria. But the chemicals are toxic - perhaps even more

>>> so than the oil they're breaking up - and the company that makes

>>> them keeps some ingredients secret, calling them proprietary

>>> information. "It's like any other product," says a senior manager at

>>> the Nalco Company, which makes Corexit dispersants. "We developed

>>> them and we're protecting our trade secret." (Sources: **New York

>>> Times**, **e! Science News**, **Wired**)*

>>

>>

>> -------- Original Message --------
>> Subject:     RE: Turtles in the Water

>> Date:     Thu, 06 May 2010 15:40:00 -0400

>> From:     Stacy,Brian A <bstacy@ufl.edu>

>> To:     Wendy Teas <Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>, "Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov"
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>> <Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov>

>> CC:     Foley, Allen <Allen.Foley@MyFWC.com>, Barbara.Schroeder

>> <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Brian Stacy <Brian.Stacy@noaa.gov>,

>> Chris Sasso <Chris.Sasso@noaa.gov>, Sheryan Epperly

>> <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>

>>

>>

>>

>> Hi,

>>

>> I had an impromptu round table with the toxicologists here at the

>> contaminants meeting -  a substantial brain trust of folks.  They

>> agreed that the carcasses would be useful, but probably will require

>> modification of some existing protocols.  Bile is the best sample by

>> a significant margin and the ability to detect oil residues becomes

>> affected by freezing - that said, there a potential ways around

>> this.  Tissue testing will still be possible, but the bile and urine

>> are better.

>>

>> No one knows if hydrocarbons can be detected in blood.  This creates

>> some uncertainty regarding how useful blood samples from in-water

>> work will be in showing exposure.  As for the dispersant - the

>> compound is proprietary, thus no one knows how to test for it.

>> Evidently, there are multiple high level discussions on this issue.

>>

>> Brian

>> ________________________________________

>> From: Wendy Teas [Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]

>> Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 1:57 PM

>> To: Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov

>> Cc: Stacy,Brian A; Foley, Allen; Barbara.Schroeder; Brian Stacy;

>> Chris Sasso; Sheryan Epperly

>> Subject: Re: Turtles in the Water

>>

>> I agree regarding collection of only turtles appearing to be

>> debilitated.

>>

>> Great idea on using the SJB frozen carcasses as a baseline.  I'm sure

>> there are other frozen carcasses in Texas and elsewhere in Florida that

>> we can collect tissues from for baseline info for species other than

>> greens.

>>

>> Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov wrote:

>>>

>>>  I agree with you Brian that we should collect turtles potentially

>>>  affected by oil based on lack of avoidance behavior and/or physical

>>>  impairment and that the individuals making those assessments should be

>>>  people that are very experienced with in-water turtle behavior.  I

>>>  don't think we have the resources in the field or on land to take on

>>>  collection of turtles that don't appear to be distressed.

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>  *"Stacy,Brian A"<bstacy@ufl.edu>*

>>>

>>>  05/06/2010 11:18 AM
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>>>

>>>

>>>  To

>>>        Sheryan Epperly<Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>

>>>  cc

>>>        "Barbara.Schroeder"<Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Wendy Teas

>>> <Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>, Sandy MacPherson<Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov>,

>>>  Brian Stacy<Brian.Stacy@noaa.gov>, "Foley, Allen"

>>> <Allen.Foley@MyFWC.com>, Chris Sasso<Chris.Sasso@noaa.gov>

>>>  Subject

>>>        RE: Turtles in the Water

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>  We really need to engage a toxicologist on this issue.  There are two

>>>  federal people here (Jen Keller and Tracy Collier) that I am asking

>>>  for input.  Blood may not be the best sample for different types of

>>>  PAH exposure.

>>>

>>>  I am concerned about spreading people too thin when we are still at a

>>>  period of uncertaintywith regard to what this event is bringing.  My

>>>  feeling is that the nesting issues and simply dealing with background

>>>  strandings in the context of oil spill investigation may be two of

>>>  largest demands associated with this event.

>>>

>>>  I have 130+ SJB green turtle carcasses frozen that may be useful as a

>>>  reference of exposure levels to oil/despersant compounds prior to the

>>>  spill.  I am posing this question to multiple people.

>>>

>>>  Brian

>>>  ________________________________________

>>>  From: Sheryan Epperly [Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov]

>>>  Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 9:59 AM

>>>  To: Stacy,Brian A

>>>  Cc: Barbara.Schroeder; Wendy Teas; Sandy MacPherson; Brian Stacy;

>>>  Foley, Allen; Chris Sasso

>>>  Subject: Re: Turtles in the Water

>>>

>>>  I definitely believe we (or CG or whomever) should be picking up

>>> turtles

>>>  off the water that are oiled and bringing them in to an intake/rehab

>>>  facility.  I don't think that we should be collecting other animals

>>> for

>>>  the sole purpose of relocation.

>>>

>>>  However, if the collections were part of a bigger question, then

>>>  possibly.  For example, we tagged a lot of turtles in the St. Joe area

>>>  in January.  The  situation is now ripe to quickly survey that area in

>>>  an attempt to recapture the animals and estimate population size; I'd

>>>  really like to see us do that.  This could be done in a short
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>>> amount of

>>>  time (permits pending, of course). At the same time, tissue samples

>>>  could be collected for baseline analysis for the expected

>>> contaminants -
>>>  before oil reaches the area.  Rodeoing of turtles in other areas

>>> for the

>>>  same purpose might be fruitful (baseline contaminant level analysis).

>>>

>>>  Anyways, my 2 cents.  I've added Chris to this discussion, too.

>>>

>>>  On 5/6/10 9:24 AM, Stacy,Brian A wrote:

>>> >  I tentatively can make either.  I am supportive of an in-water

>>>  response with the following objectives:

>>> >  1.  Have experienced (Tomo, Blair, IRG folks)  turtle people making

>>>  assessments of behavior and interactions with oil

>>> >  2.  Collection of turtles potentially effected by oil as evidenced

>>>  by diminished avoidance behavior/physical impairment (distressed)

>>> >

>>> >  My concerns with trying to capture "undistressed" animals is that it

>>>  will:

>>> >  1.  Distract from efforts to get a relatively larger scale idea of

>>>  how turtles are being affected in-water - people will be chasing

>>> turtles

>>> >  2.  Uncertain plan for disposition - relocation? - does not seem

>>>  practical on a numbers/population level

>>> >

>>> >  Brian

>>> >

>>> >

>>> >

>>> >

>>> >  ________________________________________

>>> >  From: Barbara.Schroeder [Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov]

>>> >  Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 8:53 AM

>>> >  To: Wendy Teas; Sandy MacPherson; Sheryan Epperly; Brian Stacy;

>>>  Foley, Allen

>>> >  Subject: Re: Turtles in the Water

>>> >

>>> >  Hi Again,

>>> >  I'd actually like us to have a call today or first thing tomorrow

>>> AM if

>>> >  today doesn't work to discuss.  I know some of you are flying

>>> today, so

>>> >  let me know if there is a time after the 4PM call that works for

>>> you, or

>>> >  if you can join an early AM call tomorrow.  Please do send email

>>> >  thoughts as well.

>>> >  Barbara

>>> >

>>> >  Barbara.Schroeder wrote:

>>> >

>>> >>  Hello All -
>>> >>  I'm posing this discussion to each of you as the leads for the four

>>> >>  groups within the turtle unit and I am adding Allen Foley as he has

>>> >>  been actively involved in some of these discussions.  We need to

>>> >>  discuss/give thought to and make a decision at this point in
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>>> time as

>>> >>  to whether we want to organize on the water reconnaissance (and

>>> >>  collection) specifically for distressed (or undistressed) turtles.

>>> >>  These questions are beginning to filter down from leadership in

>>> NOAA

>>> >>  (i.e., are you going to relocate turtles?) and the media.

>>> >>  Can we collect thoughts just among this small group by email

>>> >>  initially?  I'd like to hear everyone's thoughts and then we can go

>>> >>  from there.  I'm putting this out to you for discussion.  I know it

>>> >>  has many facets (e.g., how many can we bring in, how long do we

>>> hold,

>>> >>  where do we release, etc.).

>>> >>

>>> >>  Thanks, Barbara

>>> >>

>>> >>

>>>

>>

>>
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SAFETY DATA SHEET



PRODUCT



COREXIT(R) EC9527A



EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBER(S)



(800) 424-9300 (24 Hours)     CHEMTREC



Nalco Company 1601 W. Diehl Road • Naperville, Illinois 60563-1198 • (630)305-1000

For additional copies of an MSDS visit www.nalco.com and request access



1 / 10



1 . CHEMICAL PRODUCT AND COMPANY IDENTIFICATION



PRODUCT NAME : COREXIT(R) EC9527A



APPLICATION : OIL SPILL DISPERSANT



COMPANY IDENTIFICATION : Nalco Company

1601 W. Diehl Road

Naperville, Illinois

60563-1198



EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBER(S) : (800) 424-9300 (24 Hours)     CHEMTREC



NFPA 704M/HMIS RATING

HEALTH :
 2 / 2 FLAMMABILITY : 1 / 1 INSTABILITY : 0 / 0 OTHER :

0 = Insignificant    1 = Slight    2 = Moderate   3 = High    4 = Extreme



2. COMPOSITION/INFORMATION ON INGREDIENTS



Our hazard evaluation has identified the following chemical substance(s) as hazardous.  Consult Section 15 for the

nature of the hazard(s). 



Hazardous Substance(s) CAS NO
 % (w/w)

2-Butoxyethanol
 111-76-2 
 30.0 -  60.0

Organic sulfonic acid salt
 Proprietary
 10.0 -  30.0

Propylene Glycol
 57-55-6 
 1.0 -  5.0



3. HAZARDS IDENTIFICATION



**EMERGENCY OVERVIEW**



WARNING 

Eye and skin irritant.  Repeated or excessive exposure to butoxyethanol may cause injury to red blood cells

(hemolysis), kidney or the liver.  Harmful by inhalation, in contact with skin and if swallowed. 

Do not get in eyes, on skin, on clothing.  Do not take internally.  Use with adequate ventilation.  Wear suitable

protective clothing.  Keep container tightly closed.  Flush affected area with water.  Keep away from heat.  Keep

away from sources of ignition - No smoking. 

May evolve oxides of carbon (COx) under fire conditions. 



PRIMARY ROUTES OF EXPOSURE :

Eye, Skin 



HUMAN HEALTH HAZARDS - ACUTE :



EYE CONTACT :

Can cause moderate irritation. 



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.485.1



http://www.nalco.com and request access





SAFETY DATA SHEET



PRODUCT



COREXIT(R) EC9527A



EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBER(S)



(800) 424-9300 (24 Hours)     CHEMTREC



Nalco Company 1601 W. Diehl Road • Naperville, Illinois 60563-1198 • (630)305-1000

For additional copies of an MSDS visit www.nalco.com and request access



2 / 10



SKIN CONTACT :

Can cause moderate irritation.  Harmful if absorbed through skin. 



INGESTION :

May be harmful if swallowed.  May cause liver and kidney effects and/or damage.  There may be irritation to the

gastro-intestinal tract. 



INHALATION :

Harmful by inhalation.  Repeated or prolonged exposure may irritate the respiratory tract. 



SYMPTOMS OF EXPOSURE :

Acute :

Excessive exposure may cause central nervous system effects, nausea, vomiting, anesthetic or narcotic effects. 

Chronic :

Repeated or excessive exposure to butoxyethanol may cause injury to red blood cells (hemolysis), kidney or the

liver. 



AGGRAVATION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS :

Skin contact may aggravate an existing dermatitis condition. 



HUMAN HEALTH HAZARDS - CHRONIC :

Contains ethylene glycol monobutyl ether (butoxyethanol). Prolonged and/or repeated exposure through inhalation

or extensive skin contact with EGBE may result in damage to the blood and kidneys. 



4. FIRST AID MEASURES



EYE CONTACT :

Flush affected area with water.  Get medical attention. 



SKIN CONTACT :

Flush affected area with water.  Get medical attention. 



INGESTION :

Do not induce vomiting without medical advice.  If conscious, washout mouth and give water to drink.  Get medical

attention. 



INHALATION :

Remove to fresh air, treat symptomatically.  If symptoms develop, seek medical advice. 



NOTE TO PHYSICIAN :

Based on the individual reactions of the patient, the physician's judgement should be used to control symptoms and

clinical condition. 



5. FIRE FIGHTING MEASURES



FLASH POINT :  163 °F / 72.7 °C ( TCC ) 



This product does not sustain combustion per the method outlined in 49 CFR Appendix H. 
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EXTINGUISHING MEDIA:

This product would not be expected to burn unless all the water is boiled away.  The remaining organics may be

ignitable.  Use extinguishing media appropriate for surrounding fire. 



FIRE AND EXPLOSION HAZARD :

May evolve oxides of carbon (COx) under fire conditions. 



SPECIAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT FOR FIRE FIGHTING :

In case of fire, wear a full face positive-pressure self contained breathing apparatus and protective suit. 



6. ACCIDENTAL RELEASE MEASURES



PERSONAL PRECAUTIONS :

Restrict access to area as appropriate until clean-up operations are complete.  Stop or reduce any leaks if it is safe

to do so.  Do not touch spilled material.  Ventilate spill area if possible.  Use personal protective equipment

recommended in Section 8 (Exposure Controls/Personal Protection). 



METHODS FOR CLEANING UP :

SMALL SPILLS:  Soak up spill with absorbent material.  Place residues in a suitable, covered, properly labeled

container.  Wash affected area.  LARGE SPILLS:  Contain liquid using absorbent material, by digging trenches or by

diking.  Reclaim into recovery or salvage drums or tank truck for proper disposal.  Contact an approved waste hauler

for disposal of contaminated recovered material.  Dispose of material in compliance with regulations indicated in

Section 13 (Disposal Considerations). 



ENVIRONMENTAL PRECAUTIONS :

Do not contaminate surface water. 



7. HANDLING AND STORAGE



HANDLING :

Avoid eye and skin contact.  Do not take internally.  Ensure all containers are labeled.  Keep the containers closed

when not in use. 



STORAGE CONDITIONS :

Store the containers tightly closed. 



SUITABLE CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL :

Stainless Steel 316L, Hastelloy C-276, MDPE (medium density polyethylene), Nitrile, Plexiglass, Kalrez, TFE, Alfax,

Teflon, HDPE (high density polyethylene), Neoprene, Aluminum, Polypropylene, Polyethylene, Carbon Steel C1018,

Stainless Steel 304, Compatibility with Plastic Materials can vary; we therefore recommend that compatibility is

tested prior to use., FEP (encapsulated), Perfluoroelastomer, PVC 



UNSUITABLE CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL :

Copper, Mild steel, Brass, Nylon, Buna-N, Natural rubber, Polyurethane, Hypalon, Viton, Ethylene propylene, EPDM 
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8. EXPOSURE CONTROLS/PERSONAL PROTECTION



OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURE LIMITS :

Exposure guidelines have not been established for this product.  Available exposure limits for the substance(s) are

shown below. 



ACGIH/TLV :

Substance(s)



 2-Butoxyethanol TWA: 20 ppm , 97 mg/m3 



 Propylene Glycol

OSHA/PEL :

Substance(s)



 2-Butoxyethanol TWA: 50 ppm , 240 mg/m3  (Skin)



 Propylene Glycol

AIHA/WEEL :

Substance(s)

For propylene glycol, an 8 hour TWA of 10 mg/m3 (aerosol) and 50 ppm (total).



ENGINEERING MEASURES :

General ventilation is recommended. 



RESPIRATORY PROTECTION :

Where concentrations in air may exceed the limits given in this section, the use of a half face filter mask or air

supplied breathing apparatus is recommended.  A suitable filter material depends on the amount and type of

chemicals being handled.  Consider the use of filter type:  Multi-contaminant cartridge.  with a Particulate pre-filter. 

In event of emergency or planned entry into unknown concentrations a positive pressure, full-facepiece SCBA

should be used.  If respiratory protection is required, institute a complete respiratory protection program including

selection, fit testing, training, maintenance and inspection. 



HAND PROTECTION :

Neoprene gloves, Nitrile gloves, Butyl gloves, PVC gloves



SKIN PROTECTION :

Wear standard protective clothing. 



EYE PROTECTION :

Wear chemical splash goggles. 



HYGIENE RECOMMENDATIONS :

Keep an eye wash fountain available.  Keep a safety shower available.  If clothing is contaminated, remove clothing

and thoroughly wash the affected area.  Launder contaminated clothing before reuse. 



HUMAN EXPOSURE CHARACTERIZATION :

Based on our recommended product application and personal protective equipment, the potential human exposure

is:  Low
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9. PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PROPERTIES



PHYSICAL STATE Liquid



APPEARANCE Clear  Amber 



ODOR Mild



SPECIFIC GRAVITY
 0.98 - 1.02

DENSITY
 8.2 - 8.5 lb/gal 

SOLUBILITY IN WATER
 Complete

pH (100 %)
 6.1

VISCOSITY
 160 cst @  32 °F / 0 °C

POUR POINT
 ASTM D-97 -66.9 °F / -55 °C

POUR POINT
 < -40 °F / < -40 °C

BOILING POINT
 340 °F / 171 °C

VAPOR PRESSURE
 < 5 mm Hg
@  100 °F / 38 °C Same as water

EVAPORATION RATE
 0.1 



Note: These physical properties are typical values for this product and are subject to change.



10. STABILITY AND REACTIVITY



STABILITY :

Stable under normal conditions. 



HAZARDOUS POLYMERIZATION :

Hazardous polymerization will not occur. 



CONDITIONS TO AVOID :

Extremes of temperature 



MATERIALS TO AVOID :

Contact with strong oxidizers (e.g. chlorine, peroxides, chromates, nitric acid, perchlorate, concentrated oxygen,

permanganate) may generate heat, fires, explosions and/or toxic vapors. 



HAZARDOUS DECOMPOSITION PRODUCTS :

Under fire conditions: Oxides of carbon



11 . TOXICOLOGICAL INFORMATION



No toxicity studies have been conducted on this product. 



SENSITIZATION :

This product is not expected to be a sensitizer. 
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CARCINOGENICITY :

None of the substances in this product are listed as carcinogens by the International Agency for Research on

Cancer (IARC), the National Toxicology Program (NTP) or the American Conference of Governmental Industrial

Hygienists (ACGIH). 



HUMAN HAZARD CHARACTERIZATION :

Based on our hazard characterization, the potential human hazard is:  High 



12. ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION



ECOTOXICOLOGICAL EFFECTS :



No toxicity studies have been conducted on this product. 



ACUTE FISH RESULTS :

Species
 Exposure
 LC50
 Test Descriptor



Turbot
 96 hrs
 50 mg/l
 



MOBILITY :

The environmental fate was estimated using a level III fugacity model embedded in the EPI (estimation program

interface) Suite TM, provided by the US EPA. The model assumes a steady state condition between the total input

and output. The level III model does not require equilibrium between the defined media. The information provided is

intended to give the user a general estimate of the environmental fate of this product under the defined conditions of

the models.

If released into the environment this material is expected to distribute to the air, water and soil/sediment in the

approximate respective percentages;



Air Water
 Soil/Sediment

<5%
 10 - 30%
 70 - 90%



The portion in water is expected to be soluble or dispersible.



BIOACCUMULATION POTENTIAL

Component substances have a low potential to bioconcentrate. 



ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARD AND EXPOSURE CHARACTERIZATION

Based on our hazard characterization, the potential environmental hazard is:  Moderate 

Based on our recommended product application and the product's characteristics, the potential environmental

exposure is:  Low 



If released into the environment, see CERCLA/SUPERFUND in Section 15.



13. DISPOSAL CONSIDERATIONS



If this product becomes a waste, it is not a hazardous waste as defined by the Resource Conservation and Recovery

Act (RCRA) 40 CFR 261, since it does not have the characteristics of Subpart C, nor is it listed under Subpart D. 
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As a non-hazardous waste, it is not subject to federal regulation. Consult state or local regulation for any additional

handling, treatment or disposal requirements.  For disposal, contact a properly licensed waste treatment, storage,

disposal or recycling facility. 



14. TRANSPORT INFORMATION



The information in this section is for reference only and should not take the place of a shipping paper (bill of lading)

specific to an order.  Please note that the proper Shipping Name / Hazard Class may vary by packaging, properties,

and mode of transportation.  Typical Proper Shipping Names for this product are as follows.



LAND TRANSPORT :



Proper Shipping Name : PRODUCT IS NOT REGULATED DURING

TRANSPORTATION



AIR TRANSPORT (ICAO/IATA) :



Proper Shipping Name : PRODUCT IS NOT REGULATED DURING

TRANSPORTATION



MARINE TRANSPORT (IMDG/IMO) :



Proper Shipping Name : PRODUCT IS NOT REGULATED DURING

TRANSPORTATION



15. REGULATORY INFORMATION



This section contains additional information that may have relevance to regulatory compliance.  The information in

this section is for reference only.  It is not exhaustive, and should not be relied upon to take the place of an

individualized compliance or hazard assessment.   Nalco accepts no liability for the use of this information.



NATIONAL REGULATIONS, USA:



OSHA HAZARD COMMUNICATION RULE, 29 CFR 1910.1200 :

Based on our hazard evaluation, none of the substances in this product are hazardous.



CERCLA/SUPERFUND, 40 CFR 117, 302 :

Notification of spills of this product is not required. 



SARA/SUPERFUND AMENDMENTS AND REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 1986 (TITLE III) - SECTIONS 302, 311,

312, AND 313 :



SECTION 302 - EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES (40 CFR 355) :

This product does not contain substances listed in Appendix A and B as an Extremely Hazardous Substance. 
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SECTIONS 311 AND 312 - MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEET REQUIREMENTS (40 CFR 370) :

Our hazard evaluation has found this product to be hazardous.  The product should be reported under the following

indicated EPA hazard categories: 



X
 Immediate (Acute) Health Hazard

X
 Delayed (Chronic) Health Hazard

X
 Fire Hazard



Sudden Release of Pressure Hazard

Reactive Hazard



Under SARA 311 and 312, the EPA has established threshold quantities for the reporting of hazardous chemicals. 

The current thresholds are: 500 pounds or the threshold planning quantity (TPQ), whichever is lower, for extremely

hazardous substances and 10,000 pounds for all other hazardous chemicals.



SECTION 313 - LIST OF TOXIC CHEMICALS (40 CFR 372) :

This product contains the following substance(s), (with CAS # and % range) which appear(s) on the List of Toxic

Chemicals



Hazardous Substance(s)
 CAS NO % (w/w)

Glycol Ethers
 30 - 60



TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL ACT (TSCA) :

The substances in this preparation are included on or exempted from the TSCA 8(b)  Inventory (40 CFR 710)



FEDERAL WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ACT, CLEAN WATER ACT, 40 CFR 401.15 / formerly Sec. 307, 40

CFR 116.4 / formerly Sec. 311 :

None of the substances are specifically listed in the regulation.



CLEAN AIR ACT, Sec. 112 (40 CFR 61, Hazardous Air Pollutants), Sec. 602 (40 CFR 82, Class I and II Ozone

Depleting Substances) :

None of the substances are specifically listed in the regulation.



CALIFORNIA PROPOSITION 65 :

This product does not contain substances which require warning under California Proposition 65.



MICHIGAN CRITICAL MATERIALS :

None of the substances are specifically listed in the regulation.



STATE RIGHT TO KNOW LAWS :

The following substances are disclosed for compliance with State Right to Know Laws:



2-Butoxyethanol
 111-76-2

Propylene Glycol
 57-55-6



NATIONAL REGULATIONS, CANADA:
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WORKPLACE HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INFORMATION SYSTEM (WHMIS) :

This product has been classified in accordance with the hazard criteria of the Controlled Products Regulations

(CPR) and the MSDS contains all the information required by the CPR.



WHMIS CLASSIFICATION :

D2B - Materials Causing Other Toxic Effects - Toxic Material 



CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (CEPA) :

The substances in this preparation are listed on the Domestic Substances  List (DSL), are exempt, or have been

reported in accordance with the  New Substances Notification Regulations.



AUSTRALIA

All substances in this product comply with the National Industrial Chemicals Notification & Assessment Scheme

(NICNAS).



CHINA

All substances in this product comply with the Chemical Control Law and are listed on the Inventory of Existing

Chemical Substances China (IECSC).



EUROPE

The substance(s) in this preparation are included in or exempted from the EINECS or ELINCS inventories



JAPAN

All substances in this product comply with the Law Regulating the Manufacture and Importation Of Chemical

Substances  and are listed on the Ministry of International Trade & industry List (MITI).



KOREA

All substances in this product comply with the Toxic Chemical Control Law (TCCL) and are listed on the Existing

Chemicals List (ECL)



PHILIPPINES

All substances in this product comply with the Republic Act 6969 (RA 6969) and are listed on the Philippines

Inventory of Chemicals & Chemical Substances (PICCS).



16. OTHER INFORMATION



Due to our commitment to Product Stewardship, we have evaluated the human and environmental hazards and

exposures of this product.  Based on our recommended use of this product, we have characterized the product's

general risk.  This information should provide assistance for your own risk management practices.  We have

evaluated our product's risk as follows:



* The human risk is:  Low



* The environmental risk is:  Low



Any use inconsistent with our recommendations may affect the risk characterization.  Our sales representative will

assist you to determine if your product application is consistent with our recommendations.  Together we can

implement an appropriate risk management process.
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This product material safety data sheet provides health and safety information.  The product is to be used in

applications consistent with our product literature.  Individuals handling this product should be informed of the

recommended safety precautions and should have access to this information.  For any other uses, exposures should

be evaluated so that appropriate handling practices and training programs can be established to insure safe

workplace operations.  Please consult your local sales representative for any further information.



REFERENCES



Threshold Limit Values for Chemical Substances and Physical Agents and Biological Exposure Indices, American

Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists, OH., (Ariel Insight™™ CD-ROM Version), Ariel Research Corp.,

Bethesda, MD.



Hazardous Substances Data Bank, National Library of Medicine, Bethesda, Maryland (TOMES CPS™™ CD-ROM

Version), Micromedex, Inc., Englewood, CO.



IARC Monographs on the Evaluation of the Carcinogenic Risk of Chemicals to Man, Geneva:  World Health

Organization, International Agency for Research on Cancer.



Integrated Risk Information System, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, D.C. (TOMES CPS™™

CD-ROM Version), Micromedex, Inc., Englewood, CO.



Annual Report on Carcinogens, National Toxicology Program, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,

Public Health Service.



Title 29 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1910, Subpart Z, Toxic and Hazardous Substances, Occupational Safety

and Health Administration (OSHA), (Ariel Insight™™ CD-ROM Version), Ariel Research Corp., Bethesda, MD.



Registry of Toxic Effects of Chemical Substances, National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, Cincinnati,

OH, (TOMES CPS™™ CD-ROM Version), Micromedex, Inc., Englewood, CO.



Ariel Insight™™ (An integrated guide to industrial chemicals covered under major regulatory and advisory

programs), North American Module, Western European Module, Chemical Inventories Module and the Generics

Module (Ariel Insight™™ CD-ROM Version), Ariel Research Corp., Bethesda, MD.



The Teratogen Information System, University of Washington, Seattle, WA (TOMES CPS™™ CD-ROM Version),

Micromedex, Inc., Englewood, CO.



Prepared By :  Product Safety Department

Date issued :  10/15/2008

Version Number :  1.7
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Received(Date): Sun, 13 Jun 2010 09:09:49 -0400

From: Roy Crabtree <Roy.Crabtree@noaa.gov>

Subject: Re: [Fwd: Re: Stranded turtles in MS]

To: David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>

Cc: Heather Blough <Heather.Blough@noaa.gov>, Buck Sutter <Buck.Sutter@noaa.gov>



I'll talk to Corky



David Bernhart wrote:

> Hi Roy,

>

> This is a pretty long e-mail chain.   A shorter version is:

> Shrimping opened in MS Sound on June 3, west of the Biloxi Channel

> NMFS OLE with Pascagoula assistance and MSDMR marine patrol did a

> pretty large amount of TED compliance boardings and, as I understand,

> didn't find any significant violations.  However, OLE noted that the

> trawlers were very concentrated in a few areas, and Dale Stevens

> estimated that the boats were 75% skimmer trawls.  We've also learned

> that MS regs limit net sizes for both skimmers and door trawlers to a

> 25 foot headrope, but the skimmer will have 100% spread and fish

> possibly the entire water column, whereas a door trawler has a 34"

> maximum door height.  So the skimmers have a lot more fishing power

> than the traditional trawlers who are using TEDs.

>

> High strandings were documented beginning on June 6 (I think it was

> about 15 turtles) all concentrated in Biloxi/Gulfport.  Pascagoula and

> OLE therefore immediately made plans to go out on June 8 to look into

> the skimmer trawls more closely.  They didn't see any working

> skimmers, though, apparently b/c, as the density of shrimp gets fished

> down, the skimmers have gone to night fishing.

>

> Yesterday, June 10, there were 15 more confirmed strandings, plus six

> unconfirmed.  Today, there are 20 unconfirmed reports.  I'm guessing

> these won't all be confirmed, but it'll be a lot.

>

> Will you have a chance to talk to Corky at the Council meeting?  If

> the state takes action, it could be much quicker and would avoid a lot

> of the problems if this turns into an ESA emergency rule.

>

> Please call if you'd like to discuss.  I need to grab some lunch -- my

> cell is 727-403-5251.

>

> -DB

>

> -------- Original Message --------
> Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS

> Date: Fri, 11 Jun 2010 11:04:14 -0400

> From: Barbara.Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>

> To: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>

> CC: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov, 'Alexis Gutierrez'

> <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>, 'Robert D Stevens'

> <Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov>, 'Steve Campbell'

> <Steve.Campbell@noaa.gov>, 'David Bernhart' <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>,

> 'Robert Hoffman' <Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov>, 'Michael Barnette'

> <Michael.Barnette@noaa.gov>, 'John Mitchell' <John.Mitchell@noaa.gov>,

> 'Tracy Dunn' <Tracy.Dunn@noaa.gov>, 'Sarah Wilkin'
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> <Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov>, "'Sheryan.Epperly'"

> <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>, David Cottingham <David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>

> References: <2ef64aa2efb6df.2efb6df2ef64aa@noaa.gov>

> <000f01cb090c$59d96cb0$0d8c4610$%Kinsey@noaa.gov>

>

>

>

> It is only 10AM here central time and we are working now to verify 20

> NEW stranding reports for MS called in already.  I reccomend the state

> take immediate action and close down the shrimp season until this can

> be resolved, if they can't we should take emergency action under ESA

> if at all possible.  Has anyone spoken with the state folks that

> manages the shrimp fisheries?  It seems like we are all in agreement

> that all information points to skimmers or regular trawlers volume.

>

> Mark Kinsey wrote:

>> I will speak with my boss and request permission to saturate the area with

>> OLE for an extended period. At a minimum, we should be able to reduce the

>> stranding rate by repetitive boardings. Additionally, I will contact

>> Mississippi Law Enforcement and request they saturate the area

>> simultaneously. Any vessels within the saturated area will be boarded and

>> monitored.

>>

>> -----Original Message-----
>> From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov [mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]

>> Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:37 PM

>> To: Mark Kinsey

>> Cc: 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David

>> Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy

>> Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'

>> Subject: Re: RE: Stranded turtles in MS

>>

>> WAY MORE!  June is generally a low stranding month in MS - usually

>> only a handful (<5) turtles documented for the whole month.

>>

>> ----- Original Message -----
>> From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>

>> Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:24 pm

>> Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS

>>

>>

>>> How are the stranding this year compared to the past couple of

>>> years? More

>>> or less?

>>>

>>> -----Original Message-----
>>> From: Alexis Gutierrez [mailto:Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov]

>>> Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:20 PM

>>> To: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov

>>> Cc: Mark Kinsey; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David

>>> Bernhart';'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';

>>> 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah

>>> Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'

>>> Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS

>>>

>>> And while we were at dinner we got report of another dead one.
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>>> This is

>>> extremely troubling. A

>>>

>>> Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov wrote:

>>>

>>>> Not with any certainty.  They have all been moderately to

>>>>

>>> severely

>>>

>>>> decomposed so an educated guess would be dead 1-3 days - with

>>>>

>>> the very

>>>

>>>> high temperatures lately they decompose very quickly.

>>>>

>>>> I also just heard that there were at least 4 additional turtles

>>>>

>>> on the

>>>

>>>> beach in the Biloxi - Gulfport area.  There was also a call

>>>>

>>> reporting

>>>

>>>> 3 dead turtles floating several miles offshore of the Pass

>>>>

>>> Christian /

>>>

>>>> Bay St. Louis area - these were not recovered.

>>>>

>>>> ----- Original Message -----
>>>> From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>

>>>> Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:37 pm

>>>> Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>> Wendy, on the recent strandings, is there any way to determine

>>>>>

>>> the

>>>

>>>>> date of

>>>>> their death?

>>>>>

>>>>> -----Original Message-----
>>>>> From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov [mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]

>>>>> Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:03 PM

>>>>> To: Mark Kinsey

>>>>> Cc: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David

>>>>>

>> Bernhart'; 'Robert

>>

>>>>> Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn';

>>>>>

>>> 'Alexis>> Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder';

>>> Sheryan.Epperly>> Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS

>>>
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>>>>> Attached is a map (thanks to Jeff Adams, GIS contractor to HQ)

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>> showing

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>> Mississippi turtle stranding locations from 6/5/2010 -
>>>>>

>>> 6/9/2010.

>>>

>>>>> He also

>>>>> included a semi-transparent layer of all strandings from

>>>>>

>>> 4/30/2010

>>>

>>>>> -
>>>>> 6/9/2010.

>>>>>

>>>>> The report for MS today (6/10/10) was very bad - there were 15

>>>>>

>>> Kemp's>> ridleys recovered between Biloxi and Gulfport (the same

>>> area of

>>>

>>>>> concentration as recent days) and I received a very late report

>>>>>

>>> of 6

>>>

>>>>> additional turtles still on the beach that will be retrieved

>>>>>

>>> tomorrow>> morning. So, total for today = 21.

>>>

>>>>> Mark Kinsey wrote:

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> This might be a good time to include Mississippi law

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> enforcement.

>>>>> They

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> could accompany you during the boardings and document any

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> violations.

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> We do have some jurisdiction over the skimmer but that depends on

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> the

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> vessel's home port.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> *From:* Robert D Stevens [mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]
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>>>>>> *Sent:* Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:50 PM

>>>>>> *To:* Mark Kinsey

>>>>>> *Cc:* 'Steve Campbell'; 'David Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman';

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> 'Michael

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Alexis Gutierrez';

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> 'Sarah

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas'; 'Barbara Schroeder'

>>>>>> *Subject:* Re: Stranded iurtles in MS

>>>>>>

>>>>>> We could, ---- What about the net size restrictions being a state

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> law?

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> I know where TEDs

>>>>>> are concerned we can board a boat in the mountains if one was

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> there,

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> but does that also apply to state laws and in state waters? We

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> can try

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> and do whatever you guys think we should.

>>>>>> ds

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Mark Kinsey wrote:

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Dale, do you plan on measuring the nets and headrope? If so, I

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> will

>>>>> send a

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> couple of agents/officers along. This is a good training

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> opportunity

>>>>> for my

>>>>>

>>>>>
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>>>>>> agents who are not familiar with skimmer vessels.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> -----Original Message-----
>>>>>> From: Steve Campbell [mailto:Steve.Campbell@noaa.gov]

>>>>>> Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:25 PM

>>>>>> To: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'David Bernhart'

>>>>>> Cc: 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> 'Tracy

>>>>> Dunn';

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas'; 'Barbara

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> Schroeder'; 'Mark

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> Kinsey'

>>>>>> Subject: RE: Stranded iurtles in MS

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Dale,

>>>>>>

>>>>>> As per our earlier telephone conversation, we'll get together

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> early

>>>>> next

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> week and schedule a night enforcement patrol.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Steve

>>>>>>

>>>>>> -----Original Message-----
>>>>>> From: Robert D Stevens [mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]

>>>>>> Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 1:54 PM

>>>>>> To: David Bernhart

>>>>>> Cc: Robert Hoffman; Michael Barnette; John Mitchell; Tracy

>>>>>>

>>> Dunn;

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> Alexis

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> Gutierrez; Sarah Wilkin; Steve Campbell; Wendy Teas; Barbara

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> Schroeder; Mark

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> Kinsey

>>>>>> Subject: Re: Stranded iurtles in MS
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>>>>>>

>>>>>> David,

>>>>>> I just talked to some fishermen out of Bayou La Batre AL. They

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> informed me

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> that a skimmer trawl is typically a trawl used primarily at

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> night.

>>>>> They do

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> at times push in the daylight hours when the sea conditions

>>>>>>

>>> are

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> rough and

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> the bottom is stirred up. This was the case during the June 3,

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> patrol. I

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> will get with Enforcement and arrange a night patrol in the

>>>>>>

>>> near

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> future to

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>> try and document tow times.

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>> David Bernhart wrote:

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>     MS DMR regulations state:

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>     "It shall be unlawful to use skimmer trawls or wing nets

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> with a

>>>>>

>>>>>
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>>>>>>     maximum size greater than 25 feet on the headrope and 32

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> feet on

>>>>> the

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>     footrope."

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>     For regular trawlers: "..not more than 2 nets, each no

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> larger

>>>>> than 25

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>     feet on headrope and 32 feet on footrope."

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>     So, given that a regular door trawler will only get 60-70%

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> opening

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>     spread with his doors, but a skimmer can get 100% opening--
>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> at

>>>>> least on

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>     the headrope-- the state regs actually allow skimmers to

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> carry a

>>>>> lot

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>     more net than door trawlers.  Door trawlers also have a

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> maximum

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>     standard door height of 34", which will limit the height

>>>>>>

>>> of

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> the

>>>>> net to
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>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>     something in the several feet range.  How tall were the

>>>>>>

>>> legs

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> of

>>>>> the

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>     skimmers, Dale?  10-12'?

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>     Do you think the skimmers were exceeding those regulatory

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> limits, or

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>     were you just surprised at how much webbing the state regs

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> allow?>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>     Do you have any plans to try to monitor skimmer trawler

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> effort

>>>>> again?

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>     -DB

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>     Robert D Stevens wrote:

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>         O.K. ---- I will recap the events from the last two

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> patrols

>>>>> in the

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         Mississippi Sound. On Tuesday June 3, 2010 the state

>>>>>>
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>>> of

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> Mississippi

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         opened inshore waters from the Biloxi/Ocean Springs

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> channel,

>>>>> West, to

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         the LA/MS state line for shrimp trawling. NOAA Special

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> Agents Steve

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         Campbell and James Kajoennen accompanied me onboard

>>>>>>

>>> the

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> GMT

>>>>> SafeBoat

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         for a TEDs patrol to assure that trawlers were

>>>>>>

>>> complying

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> with TED

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         requirements. Forty vessels were observed trawling in

>>>>>>

>>> a

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> 2 to

>>>>> 3 square

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         mile area off of Biloxi MS.

>>>>>>

>>>>>>         We estimated the number of vessels operating with

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> skimmer

>>>>> trawls as
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>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         opposed to conventional otter trawls at approximately

>>>>>>

>>> 3

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> to

>>>>> 1. The

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         conventional trawlers required to have TEDs installed

>>>>>>

>>> in

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> their nets

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         were all in compliance with no violations found. After

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> observing this

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         many trawlers in such a confined area and giving the

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> number

>>>>> of large

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         skimmer trawl vessels in the fleet it was a concern to

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> us

>>>>> that this

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         would result in stranded turtles.

>>>>>>

>>>>>>         After the report of dead turtles over the weekend

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> another

>>>>> patrol was

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         conducted on Tuesday June 8, 2010.

>>>>>>

>>>>>>         NOAA Special Agent Steve Campbell and I patrolled the

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> same
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>>>>> area and

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         found four otter trawl vessels actively trawling with

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> one

>>>>> skimmer

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         trawl vessel at anchor. The main purpose of this

>>>>>>

>>> patrol

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> was

>>>>> to get a

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         more accurate count of the skimmers vessels in the

>>>>>>

>>> area

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> and

>>>>> try to

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         observe the tow times of some of these vessels. One

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> thing

>>>>> that was of

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         a concern to me was the size of the skimmers being

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> observed

>>>>> during

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         the previous patrol. With no skimmers found on the

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> shrimping

>>>>> grounds

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         we proceeded to the Biloxi Small Craft Harbor in

>>>>>>

>>> Biloxi

>>>

>>>>>>
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>>>>>>

>>>>> MS.

>>>>> There we

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         observed 20 vessels in the harbor, only four of these

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> vessels were

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         otter trawl vessels.

>>>>>>

>>>>>>         The remaining sixteen vessels were the larger skimmer

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> trawl

>>>>> vessels

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         and the same ones observed on the shrimping grounds

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> during

>>>>> the

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         previous patrol. These are large vessels pushing very

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> large

>>>>> skimmers.

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         I took some video of these vessels at the dock to show

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> how

>>>>> large

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         these skimmers are and to show the amount of webbing

>>>>>>

>>> in

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> these nets.

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>         I have this video and will try to somehow get it

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> transfered

>>>>> to a DVD

>>>>>
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>>>>>

>>>>>>         if any of you are interested in it.

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>         David Bernhart wrote:

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>             Hi Bob,

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>             This is something we've been looking at since

>>>>>>

>>> Wendy

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> alerted us to

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             the pulse in MS strandings on Monday.  There've

>>>>>>

>>> been

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> a

>>>>> number of

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             e-mails going around.  Sorry you haven't been on

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> those,

>>>>> I'll forward

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             some for your info.

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>             Shrimping opened in MS Sound on June 3.  NMFS OLE

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> with

>>>>> Pascagoula
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>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             assistance and MSDMR marine patrol did a pretty

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> large

>>>>> amount of TED

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             compliance boardings and, as I understand, didn't

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> find

>>>>> any

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             significant violations.  However, OLE noted that

>>>>>>

>>> the

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> trawlers were

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             very concentrated in a few areas, and Dale Stevens

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> estimated that

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             the boats were 75% skimmer trawls.  Pascagoula and

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> OLE

>>>>> therefore

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             immediately made plans to go out on June 8 to look

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> into

>>>>> the skimmer

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             trawls more closely.  So Dale, we'll await your

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> detailed

>>>>> report

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             eagerly.

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>
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>>>>>>             On the locations of the strandings vs. the

>>>>>>

>>> shrimping

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> effort:  Wendy

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             do you have all the stranding locations yet?  I

>>>>>>

>>> know

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> those data were

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             incomplete as of a few days ago.  It would be nice

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> to

>>>>> look at that

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             vs. the shrimping effort.   BUT, I don't think we

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> should

>>>>> draw any

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             major conclusions from that.  I think it's a

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> reasonable

>>>>> assumption

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             (though far from always true) that a stranding

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> occurs

>>>>> pretty close

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             to where the mortality occurred.  But Miss. Sound

>>>>>>

>>> is

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> a

>>>>> pretty small

>>>>>

>>>>>
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>>>>>>             area itself:  longshore movements of carcasses

>>>>>>

>>> from

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> tide

>>>>> and wind

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             and the movement of the concentration of the

>>>>>>

>>> shrimp

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> fleet could make

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>             any analysis not too conclusive...

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>             -DB

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>             Robert D Stevens wrote:

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>                 Bob,

>>>>>>

>>>>>>                 Special Agent Steve Campbell and myself

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> conducted a

>>>>> patrol on

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                 Tuesday June 8. 2010. We patrolled the area

>>>>>>

>>> off

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> Biloxi MS and down

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                 to Gulfport MS. I will follow this reply with

>>>>>>

>>> a

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> more
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>>>>> detailed

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                 report of what we observed as I need to go get

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> my

>>>>> notes off the GMT

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                 boat. One thing to note, the waters off of

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> Pascagoula have been

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                 closed due too oil so no trawlers have been in

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> this

>>>>> area. I guess

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                 the currents could have carried the turtles to

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> the

>>>>> area from some

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                 other location, however during the last two

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> patrols

>>>>> ( June 3 and

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                 June 8) the winds and the currents have been

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> strong

>>>>> from the East

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                 to West. All trawling to the East has been

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> closed

>>>>> down due to the

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                 oil so I don't know where they would have come

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> from

>>>>> down that way.
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>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                 I will follow up in a few with a more detailed

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> report on what

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                 observed on Tuesday.

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>                 Robert Hoffman wrote:

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>                     Any way we can check on shrimpers in MS

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> sound,

>>>>> esp skimmers (check

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                     tow times).  We have had 15 stranded

>>>>>>

>>> turtles

>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> in

>>>>> MS Sound (quite a

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                     few around Pascagoula) with no oil and

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>> looking

>>>>> like they were

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>                     healthy prior to death in the last 24 hours.

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>

>>

>>
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Received(Date): Fri, 14 May 2010 09:01:44 -0400

From: Wendy Teas <Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>

Subject: Re: [Fwd: Re: [Fwd: Daily Update 5/11/10 Marine Mammal and Sea TurtleHealth and Stranding

Response - BP Deepwater Horizon Spill]]

To: Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>

Cc: Michael Barnette <Michael.Barnette@noaa.gov>,David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>,

Buck Sutter <Buck.Sutter@noaa.gov>,Laura Engleby <Laura.Engleby@noaa.gov>,Robert Hoffman

<Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov>,Heather Blough <Heather.Blough@noaa.gov>,erin fougeres

<erin.fougeres@noaa.gov>,"Barbara.Schroeder" <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>,Sara McNulty

<Sara.McNulty@noaa.gov>



SERO folks,



I have been working directly with Barbara Schroeder and Sara McNulty

providing historical stranding summaries in response to this event.  It

seems counter-productive for a lot of people to be doing the same (or

vastly similar) activities.



Barbara / Sara can you please provide the folks (mostly at the SE

Region) listed on this email the summary that you are providing to Dr.

Lubchenco so everyone will be on the same page.



Thanks,

Wendy



Sheryan Epperly wrote:

> There are 2 sources of strandings data on our website.

>> http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/seaturtleSTSSN.jsp

> The online reports cover years through 2007.  You can query that

> database. For the more recent years, you will need to review the

> weekly report, also posted.  Attached is a run I made a few days ago

> for the historical data.  Wendy's daily e-mails provide you with

> up-to-date information for the northern Gulf since April 30.  David, I

> see that you are on that list now.

>

> Yes, strandings this year are unprecedented.  Thus far, none of the

> turtles are oiled and the vast majority are Kemp's ridleys.  Most have

> been necropsied now and the gut contents (yes they had been feeding -
> on fish) have been saved to both identify the prey and possibly to

> test for biotoxins.  All are being treated as evidence so it may be

> awhile before the frozen samples are processed.

>

> On 5/14/10 8:02 AM, Michael Barnette wrote:

>> Definitely looks like this year is quite a bit higher.  Not sure if

>> that's due to increased coverage due to the spill, greater abundance

>> of Kemp's, or other factor (e.g., non-compliance with TED

>> regulations).  There were some disclaimers on the SEFSC website that

>> more recent data was preliminary, so perhaps it has not been updated.

>> Will check with Wendy et al.

>> Mike

>>

>> Michael C. Barnette

>>

>> On May 14, 2010, at 7:52 AM, David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov

>> <mailto:David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>> wrote:

>>
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>>> Great, Thanks for doing this so fast!  (You're staying up too late

>>> at night, man!)

>>> So, it looks like April, May, and June are the peak stranding months

>>> historically, though it looks like the numbers we're dealing with

>>> this year are record highs, is that right?  It also looks like data

>>> from 2006, 2008, and 2009 are missing.   If there's a lot of

>>> interest in these stranding data, as Buck found out, we should

>>> probably find out why that is, cause we'll be asked.

>>> -DB

>>>

>>> Michael Barnette wrote:

>>>> Not sure if this will paste correctly, but here is the link I got

>>>> for historical MS strandings...

>>>>

>>>>

http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/STSSN/JDBCSTSSNYearStateMonthViewReport.jsp?yearSelections=++&stat

eSelections=++&stateSelections=MS&yearTextField=year+is+not+null&yearTextFieldDecoded=All+years

&stateTextField=statecode+in+%28%27++%27%2C%27MS%27%29+&stateTextFieldDecoded=States%

3A+ALL%2C+Mississippi&dateOfUpdateTextField=08%2F31%2F2009

>>>>

<http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/STSSN/JDBCSTSSNYearStateMonthViewReport.jsp?yearSelections=++&sta

teSelections=++&stateSelections=MS&yearTextField=year+is+not+null&yearTextFieldDecoded=All+years

&stateTextField=statecode+in+%28%27++%27%2C%27MS%27%29+&stateTextFieldDecoded=States%

3A+ALL%2C+Mississippi&dateOfUpdateTextField=08%2F31%2F2009>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> Michael C. Barnette

>>>>

>>>> On May 13, 2010, at 11:22 PM, David Bernhart

>>>> <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov <mailto:David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>> wrote:

>>>>

>>>>> Hi Mike,

>>>>>

>>>>> Please see the request from Buck below for historical sea turtle

>>>>> stranding numbers for MS for this time of year.  Sherry has told

>>>>> me that the SEC has this info posted on-line, but I've never

>>>>> successfully found it.  Will you please see if you can find that

>>>>> info on line?  If not, please see if Wendy Teas has it readily

>>>>> available.  If it's not readily available, and with all the other

>>>>> stuff Wendy has going on, we should probably make it a more formal

>>>>> request through SEC to get the historical numbers.

>>>>>

>>>>> Thanks,

>>>>> David

>>>>>

>>>>> Buck Sutter wrote:

>>>>>> The stranding numbers - current and history - came up on the 8 am

>>>>>> call...we will be getting a tasker on this later today from HQ on

>>>>>> this, so this is just an FYI

>>>>>>

>>>>>> ------------------------------------------------------------------------
>>>>>>

>>>>>> Subject:

>>>>>> Re: [Fwd: Daily Update 5/11/10 Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle

>>>>>> Health and Stranding Response - BP Deepwater Horizon Spill]



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.750



http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/STSSN/JDBCSTSSNYearStateMonthViewReport.jsp?yearSelections=++&stat

http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/STSSN/JDBCSTSSNYearStateMonthViewReport.jsp?yearSelections=++&sta





>>>>>> From:

>>>>>> Buck Sutter <buck.sutter@noaa.gov <mailto:buck.sutter@noaa.gov>>

>>>>>> Date:

>>>>>> Wed, 12 May 2010 23:45:40 -0400

>>>>>> To:

>>>>>> David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov

>>>>>> <mailto:David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>> To:

>>>>>> David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov

>>>>>> <mailto:David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>>

>>>>>> CC:

>>>>>> Heather Blough <Heather.Blough@noaa.gov

>>>>>> <mailto:Heather.Blough@noaa.gov>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Thanks David, yes I think that would be beneficial. At the

>>>>>> hearing tonight, there were lots of questions about sea turtle

>>>>>> and bottlenose stranding questions, particularly about kemp

>>>>>> ridley. Do we post standing info on our web? Folks didn't seem to

>>>>>> believe that turtles stranded in MS and were upset that i

>>>>>> couldn't tie it to the spill. We need to think about how to

>>>>>> provide readily available and understandable stranding info and

>>>>>> resultant cause and effect, if we can, especially with the spill

>>>>>> event.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> David Bernhart wrote:

>>>>>>> Hi Buck,

>>>>>>> This is the e-mail I mentioned on the phone.

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> Would you and Heather like to be added to the routine

>>>>>>> distribution list for these e-mails?  Or do you have enough

>>>>>>> e-mails and would prefer one of us to filter the info and alert

>>>>>>> you as needed?

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> As I mentioned, they did have a few additional turtle strandings

>>>>>>> (four, upon re-reading) and 2 dolphin strandings reported but

>>>>>>> not yet collected.  What I hadn't looked at and didn't know was

>>>>>>> the totals for turtle strandings shown in the spreadsheet:  106

>>>>>>> total turtles from the northern Gulf in the last 12 days...

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> One thing to bear in mind on these strandings, eastern Louisiana

>>>>>>> is probably virtually unsurveyed for turtles in a normal year,

>>>>>>> and we likely don't detect 100% of carcasses in the better

>>>>>>> surveyed areas in MS-FL in a normal year, but there's a lot of

>>>>>>> search effort and reporting going on out there.  Still it's a

>>>>>>> pretty big number and we can't quantify, I don't believe, how

>>>>>>> much may be from better reporting.

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> -DB

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> -------- Original Message --------
>>>>>>> Subject:     Daily Update 5/11/10 Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle

>>>>>>> Health and Stranding Response - BP Deepwater Horizon Spill

>>>>>>> Date:     Tue, 11 May 2010 20:35:25 -0700

>>>>>>> From:     Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov <mailto:Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>
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>>>>>>> To:     Brian T Pawlak <Brian.T.Pawlak@noaa.gov

>>>>>>> <mailto:Brian.T.Pawlak@noaa.gov>>, John Foret

>>>>>>> <John.Foret@noaa.gov <mailto:John.Foret@noaa.gov>>, Michael S

>>>>>>> Gallagher <Michael.S.Gallagher@noaa.gov

>>>>>>> <mailto:Michael.S.Gallagher@noaa.gov>>, Jenni Wallace

>>>>>>> <Jenni.Wallace@noaa.gov <mailto:Jenni.Wallace@noaa.gov>>, Lauren

>>>>>>> B Lugo <Lauren.B.Lugo@noaa.gov <mailto:Lauren.B.Lugo@noaa.gov>>,

>>>>>>> ICC.NMFS@noaa.gov <mailto:ICC.NMFS@noaa.gov>,

>>>>>>> John.Oliver@noaa.gov <mailto:John.Oliver@noaa.gov>

>>>>>>> CC:     Laura.Engleby@noaa.gov <mailto:Laura.Engleby@noaa.gov>,

>>>>>>> David.Bernhart@noaa.gov <mailto:David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>,

>>>>>>> erin.fougeres@noaa.gov <mailto:erin.fougeres@noaa.gov>,

>>>>>>> Blair.Mase@noaa.gov <mailto:Blair.Mase@noaa.gov>,

>>>>>>> "Barbara.Schroeder" <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov

>>>>>>> <mailto:Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>>, Trevor.Spradlin@noaa.gov

>>>>>>> <mailto:Trevor.Spradlin@noaa.gov>, Helen Golde

>>>>>>> <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov <mailto:Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>>, Janet

>>>>>>> Whaley <Janet.Whaley@noaa.gov <mailto:Janet.Whaley@noaa.gov>>,

>>>>>>> David Cottingham <David.Cottingham@noaa.gov

>>>>>>> <mailto:David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>>, Michael Ziccardi

>>>>>>> <mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu <mailto:mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu>>,

>>>>>>> Jaclyn.Taylor@noaa.gov <mailto:Jaclyn.Taylor@noaa.gov>, Sarah

>>>>>>> Wilkin <Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov <mailto:Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov>>

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> Hi All -- Attached is the daily summary for 5/11/10 from the

>>>>>>> Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding Response

>>>>>>> Programs operating under the Unified Command.  There are two

>>>>>>> files, a Word document and an Excel spreadsheet with daily

>>>>>>> summary totals as requested.

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> Please let us know if you have any questions.

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>
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Received(Date): Tue, 01 Jun 2010 17:52:01 -0400

From: "Jen.Pizza" <Jen.Pizza@noaa.gov>

Subject: DWH _ NOAA_ Actions and Updates 6.1.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

DWH ACTIONS and UPDATES 6.1.2010.xls

Mammal_and_Turtle_Stranding_Report_31_May data final.doc

NOAA Ship Assets Available for Deepwater Horizon Sampling 6-
NRDA Activities 06_01.doc



Good afternoon everyone,



Attached (and copied below) is the DWH evening report out.



Enjoy.



Jen



PRIORITY STATUS UPDATES



ISSUES 



RESPONSE



OPERATIONS -



NIC/ICC/NRT



Response Operations



· Brown mousse-like tarballs reported ashore on southwest shore of



Petit Bois Island.



NRT



· Commandant of the Coast Guard ADM Papp established an Incident



Specific Preparedness Review (ISPR) of the response to the



DEEPWATER HORIZON oil spill.  He named retired RADM Larry



Hereth to chair the ISPR team.  The purpose of the review is to



examine the implementation and effectiveness of the response to this



spill within the National Response Framework. John Tarpley, our



Regional Operations Branch Chief has been asked to participate in the



review along with 14 other individuals from state and federal agencies,



industry and NGO representatives.  The review will be conducted in 2



parts.  The first will focus on the first 30 days of the response and will



be due within 2 months after the source is secured.  The second part



will focus on the remainder of the response and will be completed



within 6 months after the source is secured.  The NRT is now



reviewing the ISPR charter.



NIC Activities



· Inroads established to integrate the NOAA subsurface oil



characterization effort into the NIC’s Joint Analysis Group (JAG).



· This week the Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment



Program (IATAP) will start implementing its review process of 400



proposals already received.



· The Flow Rate Technical Group report scheduled to be released by



noon tomorrow
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SCIENCE NO REPORT



LMR (1) Fisheries Closure



· We are expanded the closed area to capture portions of the slick



moving into waters off eastern Alabama and the western tip of the



Florida panhandle, as well as some large patches of sheen moving onto



the west Florida shelf and southward to Cuban waters. 



· The new closure would become effective at 6 PM Eastern Time



tonight.



· The new closure measures 75,920 sq mi (196,633 sq km), or about



31% of the GOM EEZ, compared to the May 31 closure comprising



61,854 sq mi (160,200 sq km), or about 26% of the GOM EEZ.



· Expansion of the closure is expected to impact recreational anglers,



for-hire businesses, and near-shore commercial reef fish and mackerel



fishermen off Alabama and north Florida, commercial grouper



fishermen off west Florida, and commercial highly migratory species



(HMS) fishermen off of Alabama and west Florida. 



· Some fishermen and dealers are already reporting difficulty selling



reef fish (grouper and snapper) harvested from open waters due to



contamination concerns. 



· The number of HMS pelagic longline vessels in the Gulf of Mexico is



lower than in previous years. 



· Several HMS tournaments have already been postponed in LA, MS,



AL, and FL due to the oil spill fishery closed area.



· The map of today's expansion with the closed area from May 31st is



attached



Seafood Inspection



· The White House Intergovernmental Affairs team hosted a multi-


agency conference cal with the Gulf States to discuss seafood testing



issues, including the re-opening protocol.  NOAA and FDA agreed on



the protocol with input from EPA and would like to see the States use



the same procedure and criteria.  The states requested any and all



baseline results be shared with them and expressed concern about not



having enough lab capacity to analyze the collected samples.  NOAA



and FDA will work with them to expand lab capacity and make it



available to the States. 



· At this time only LA has closed the State waters to harvesting.
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LMR (2) Marine Mammal and Turtle Health and Stranding



· Increase of 2 turtle strandings (1 in FL, 1 offshore LA from a



skimmer operation)



·  Increase of 7 live turtles captured during directed search efforts



· Seven turtles (six Kemp’s ridleys and one green turtle) were captured



in approximately 5 hours of search effort using one capture vessel and



one support vessel working approximately 40 miles offshore. 



· All turtles were pelagic stage juveniles, alive and very oiled, their



behavior was abnormal, but they were still responsive.  All were



initially cleaned on the support vessel and received initial veterinary



care.  They were transported to Audubon Aquarium and are undergoing



further care. 



· Skimmer vessels, especially a newly added vessel specifically



deployed to suck up oiled Sargassum mats, are of significant concern



as far as clean up operations go.  We continue to work this issue, have



requested the newly added vessel not target Sargassum while we



address that specific situation, and we continue to work to deploy



observers and navigate the BP contracting path for these observers.  An



SEC staff member will observe the newly identified barge skimmer



that will work off the AL/MS coast today, redirected from Sargassum



skimming to tar ball field skimming, on Tuesday, June 1st.  A call is



scheduled for June 1st to continue planning for observers on various



types of skimmer vessels.



· The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map, and



dolphin stranding map (new map) are attached
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NRDA Human Use:


Shoreline: 






Water Column:






.



Chemistry/Sampling: 


                                                                            



                                                DART Program briefed CEQ today on



the NRDA process.



ASSETS AND



PLATFORMS



ATTACHED CHART OF ASSETS



OPERATIONAL 



REGIONAL NO REPORT



LEGISLATIVE /



INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS



Congressional Call today:



· USCG provided an overview of the ongoing response actions on the



surface including recovery of oil, application of surface dispersants,



and 17 in situ burns



· MMS provided updates on the drilling of the relief wells and other



measures at the well head



· NOAA/OR&R provided an overview of current weather conditions



and outlook for the week and on the expansion of the fishery closure



areas



· Rep. F. Allen Boyd (D-2nd, FL) joined the call, as did staff from a



number of Congressional offices including Senator Mary Landrieu (D-


LA), Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), and Rep. Bill Cassidy (R-6th,



LA)



out of scope


out of scope


out of scope


out of scope


2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.763







COMMS / PUBLIC



AFFAIRS



· Issued news release expanding the fishing closed area in the Gulf -



31% closed.



· Conducted 20 media interviews at Nat. Hurricane Center on



hurricanes and oil.



· Planning media rollout with CIO and OR&R of public GIS site



GeoPlatform.gov.



· Holding press avail. highlighting R/V Thomas Jefferson research



cruise, 10am June 2, dockside New Orleans.  ABC's Good Morning



America, CNN, NPR and Times-Picayune expected.



EXTERNAL



ENGAGEMENT



Key item for 6-1-10 distributed to national NGOs: Fisheries Closure



maps                                         Key meetings for the upcoming week:



n  Winer in Louisiana for meetings with commercial fishing industry



leaders and community organizers.  Will coordinate outreach



opportunities for Dr. Lubchenco and Dr. Robinson.



n  Winer to attend Science Conference at LSU on June 3.



n  Winer to coordinate David Kennedy's outreach schedule for week of



June 7 and appearance at “State of the Coast” conference.



n  External Affairs coordinating weekly call with100 NGOs and



interagency group/White House on 6-4-10.



n  Community Meetings in the Gulf:  NOAA External Affairs is



supporting Sea Grant Programs in the states of Louisiana, Mississippi-


Alabama, Florida and Texas as they need in setting up community



forums or issue-based workshops that fit with the regional needs that



are seen by the Sea Grant Extension Agents. The following meetings



will occur during the week of June 1st:



DATA INFORMATI OCIO, OR&R and Communications are working on the rollout of



GeoPlatform.gov, the public GIS tool for DWH/BP spill environmental



responders and decision



makers.                                                                                                     



         Target rollout will be the week of June



7th, with joint news release and possible media press call with



reporters, hosted by Dr. Lubchenco and other interested federal



representatives.  CIO and OR&R are working several issues prior to



rollout, including adding and testing additional hardware capability,



amending the ERMA MOU with University of New Hampshire,



Section 508



compliance, testing overall site security, and ensuring all Line Office



datasets are included
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IA/ INTERNATIONAL



AFFAIRS



1. Attended briefing to Cuban delegation at the State Department.   On



the Cuban side were the Ambassador and 2 Second Secretaries, one



who specialized in legal matters and the other with information.  The



meeting was cordial and business-like.  They asked a number of



questions, all quite reasonable.  At the end, they seemed pleased by the



briefing and appreciative, particularly for the number of agencies



present (NOAA, USCG, and several branches of State).   State is



considering how to respond to their request for follow-on meetings. 



From OIA, through State, they will be provided with web cast, web



site, and registration information for the Science Summit.



(NOTE:  They said during the meeting and privately how much they



enjoyed their good relationship with NOAA.  They also seemed



relieved and comforted that NOAA is playing a major role in the



response.)







2.   Informed State Department (OES, Dave Balton) that the new



fishery closure extends to the limit of U.S. EEZ.



3. Received and forwarded to State web cast and web site information



for Science Summit on June 3rd.  State will relay information to



Mexico, Cuba, and Bahamas so that a limited number of international



scientists can observe plenary and post questions and ideas on the web



site.



LEGAL / GC NO REPORT



POLICY / BUDGET NO REPORT
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PRIORITY



ISSUES



RESPONSE OPERATIONS -

NIC/ICC/NRT



SCIENCE
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LMR (1)
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LMR (2)



NRDA



ASSETS AND PLATFORMS



OPERATIONAL



REGIONAL
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LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS



COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS



EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT



DATA INFORMATION
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IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS



LEGAL / GC



POLICY / BUDGET
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STATUS UPDATES



Response Operations

• Brown mousse-like tarballs reported ashore on southwest shore of Petit Bois Island.

NRT

• Commandant of the Coast Guard ADM Papp established an Incident Specific Preparedness Review

(ISPR) of the response to the DEEPWATER HORIZON oil spill.  He named retired RADM Larry Hereth to

chair the ISPR team.  The purpose of the review is to examine the implementation and effectiveness of

the response to this spill within the National Response Framework. John Tarpley, our Regional

Operations Branch Chief has been asked to participate in the review along with 14 other individuals

from state and federal agencies, industry and NGO representatives.  The review will be conducted in 2

parts.  The first will focus on the first 30 days of the response and will be due within 2 months after the

source is secured.  The second part will focus on the remainder of the response and will be completed

within 6 months after the source is secured.  The NRT is now reviewing the ISPR charter.

NIC Activities

• Inroads established to integrate the NOAA subsurface oil characterization effort into the NIC’s Joint

Analysis Group (JAG).

• This week the Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP) will start

implementing its review process of 400 proposals already received.

• The Flow Rate Technical Group report scheduled to be released by noon tomorrow



NO REPORT
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Fisheries Closure

• We are expanded the closed area to capture portions of the slick moving into waters off eastern

Alabama and the western tip of the Florida panhandle, as well as some large patches of sheen moving

onto the west Florida shelf and southward to Cuban waters. 

• The new closure would become effective at 6 PM Eastern Time tonight.

• The new closure measures 75,920 sq mi (196,633 sq km), or about 31% of the GOM EEZ, compared

to the May 31 closure comprising 61,854 sq mi (160,200 sq km), or about 26% of the GOM EEZ.

• Expansion of the closure is expected to impact recreational anglers, for-hire businesses, and near-
shore commercial reef fish and mackerel fishermen off Alabama and north Florida, commercial

grouper fishermen off west Florida, and commercial highly migratory species (HMS) fishermen off of

Alabama and west Florida. 

• Some fishermen and dealers are already reporting difficulty selling reef fish (grouper and snapper)

harvested from open waters due to contamination concerns. 

• The number of HMS pelagic longline vessels in the Gulf of Mexico is lower than in previous years. 

• Several HMS tournaments have already been postponed in LA, MS, AL, and FL due to the oil spill

fishery closed area.

• The map of today's expansion with the closed area from May 31st is attached

Seafood Inspection

• The White House Intergovernmental Affairs team hosted a multi-agency conference cal with the Gulf

States to discuss seafood testing issues, including the re-opening protocol.  NOAA and FDA agreed on

the protocol with input from EPA and would like to see the States use the same procedure and criteria. 

The states requested any and all baseline results be shared with them and expressed concern about not

having enough lab capacity to analyze the collected samples.  NOAA and FDA will work with them to

expand lab capacity and make it available to the States. 

• At this time only LA has closed the State waters to harvesting.
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Marine Mammal and Turtle Health and Stranding

• Increase of 2 turtle strandings (1 in FL, 1 offshore LA from a skimmer operation)

•  Increase of 7 live turtles captured during directed search efforts

• Seven turtles (six Kemp’s ridleys and one green turtle) were captured in approximately 5 hours of

search effort using one capture vessel and one support vessel working approximately 40 miles

offshore. 

• All turtles were pelagic stage juveniles, alive and very oiled, their behavior was abnormal, but they

were still responsive.  All were initially cleaned on the support vessel and received initial veterinary

care.  They were transported to Audubon Aquarium and are undergoing further care. 

• Skimmer vessels, especially a newly added vessel specifically deployed to suck up oiled Sargassum

mats, are of significant concern as far as clean up operations go.  We continue to work this issue, have

requested the newly added vessel not target Sargassum while we address that specific situation, and we

continue to work to deploy observers and navigate the BP contracting path for these observers.  An SEC

staff member will observe the newly identified barge skimmer that will work off the AL/MS coast

today, redirected from Sargassum skimming to tar ball field skimming, on Tuesday, June 1st.  A call is

scheduled for June 1st to continue planning for observers on various types of skimmer vessels.

• The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map, and dolphin stranding map (new

map) are attached



Human Use: Counts and intercept surveys at boat ramps in LA, MS and FL panhandle.  Conducting

beach counts in MS and AL. 



Shoreline : 3 field teams are doing pre-assessment surveys out of Venice and Leeville, LA.  Field sample

intake and data management teams have been deployed.  Several teams are operating out of Venice

and Port Fourchon and are servicing NRDA teams in an “on-call” mobile capacity.  Sample intake

teams should decrease data management demands on field teams and also increase accuracy,

consistency and speed of sample data upload and the overall shipment process

Water Column: Launching Acoustic Doppler Current Profiling (ADCP) to gather current profile data in

top 200 ft of water column.  Dispersant monitoring cruise (shadowing USCG SMART vessels) departed

Venice on 5/31.  Sampling activities are ongoing aboard 2 vessels, a 3rd departed today and 2 are

back in port.

SAV: Preparing field sampling needs for next week’s visit to the Chandeleurs.



Chemistry/Sampling:   Issued trustee contract to third analytical lab (Columbia Analytical).  An

additional lab will increase analytical capacity for NRDA water, tissue and oil sampling efforts. 

Approximately 400 samples are currently being analyzed at existing trustee contracted labs.                                               



DART Program briefed CEQ today on the NRDA process.



ATTACHED CHART OF ASSESSETS



NO REPORT
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Congressional Call today:

• USCG provided an overview of the ongoing response actions on the surface including recovery of oil,

application of surface dispersants, and 17 in situ burns

• MMS provided updates on the drilling of the relief wells and other measures at the well head

• NOAA/OR&R provided an overview of current weather conditions and outlook for the week and on

the expansion of the fishery closure areas

• Rep. F. Allen Boyd (D-2nd, FL) joined the call, as did staff from a number of Congressional offices

including Senator Mary Landrieu (D-LA), Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), and Rep. Bill Cassidy (R-
6th, LA)



• Issued news release expanding the fishing closed area in the Gulf - 31% closed.

• Conducted 20 media interviews at Nat. Hurricane Center on hurricanes and oil.

• Planning media rollout with CIO and OR&R of public GIS site GeoPlatform.gov.

• Holding press avail. highlighting R/V Thomas Jefferson research cruise, 10am June 2, dockside New

Orleans.  ABC's Good Morning America, CNN, NPR and Times-Picayune expected.



Key item for 6-1-10 distributed to national NGOs: Fisheries Closure maps                                         Key

meetings for the upcoming week:

n  Winer in Louisiana for meetings with commercial fishing industry leaders and community

organizers.  Will coordinate outreach opportunities for Dr. Lubchenco and Dr. Robinson.

n  Winer to attend Science Conference at LSU on June 3.

n  Winer to coordinate David Kennedy's outreach schedule for week of June 7 and appearance at

“State of the Coast” conference.

n  External Affairs coordinating weekly call with100 NGOs and interagency group/White House on 6-
4-10.

n  Community Meetings  in the Gulf:  NOAA External Affairs is supporting Sea Grant Programs in the

states of Louisiana, Mississippi-Alabama, Florida and Texas as they need in setting up community

forums or issue-based workshops that fit with the regional needs that are seen by the Sea Grant

Extension Agents. The following meetings will occur during the week of June 1st:



OCIO, OR&R and Communications are working on the rollout of

GeoPlatform.gov, the public GIS tool for DWH/BP spill environmental

responders and decision makers.                                                                                                              

Target rollout will be the week of June

7th, with joint news release and possible media press call with

reporters, hosted by Dr. Lubchenco and other interested federal

representatives.  CIO and OR&R are working several issues prior to

rollout, including adding and testing additional hardware capability,

amending the ERMA MOU with University of New Hampshire, Section 508

compliance, testing overall site security, and ensuring all Line Office

datasets are included
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1. Attended briefing to Cuban delegation at the State Department.   On the Cuban side were the

Ambassador and 2 Second Secretaries, one who specialized in legal matters and the other with

information.  The meeting was cordial and business-like.  They asked a number of questions, all quite

reasonable.  At the end, they seemed pleased by the briefing and appreciative, particularly for the

number of agencies present (NOAA, USCG, and several branches of State).   State is considering how to

respond to their request for follow-on meetings.  From OIA, through State, they will be provided with

web cast, web site, and registration information for the Science Summit.



(NOTE:  They said during the meeting and privately how much they enjoyed their good relationship

with NOAA.  They also seemed relieved and comforted that NOAA is playing a major role in the

response.)



2.   Informed State Department (OES, Dave Balton) that the new fishery closure extends to the limit of

U.S. EEZ.



3. Received and forwarded to State web cast and web site information for Science Summit on June 3rd. 

State will relay information to Mexico, Cuba, and Bahamas so that a limited number of international

scientists can observe plenary and post questions and ideas on the web site.



NO REPORT



NO REPORT
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LEAD NOTES



Bill Conner



Steve Murawski
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John Oliver
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Tony Penn



Phil Kenul



Buck Sutter
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John Gray



Justin Kenney



Andy Winer



Joe Klimavicz
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Jim Turner



Lois Schiffer



Sally Yozell
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Update through 31 May 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period:



 Increase of 2 turtle strandings (1 in FL, 1 offshore LA from a skimmer operation)



 Increase of 7 live turtles captured during directed search efforts



Sea Turtles: 

253 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 9 from May



30)



 243 stranded (increase of 2 from May 30)



o 228 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 1 from May 30)



o 15 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 1from May 30)



 3 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from May 30)



 1 turtle released alive (no change from May 30)



 11 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 1 from May 30)



 10 live turtles collected during directed sampling efforts (increase of 7 from May 30)



o 10 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 7 from May 30)



* For this event, a true stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or debilitated or is



found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys. Turtles observed



and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 227 dead stranded and 3 that died in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from May 30)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from May 30)



 50 full necropsies performed (no change from May 30)



 44 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from May 30)



 112 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from May



30)



 Of the 67 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for the



cause of these strandings are forced submergence or acute toxicosis. 



Information on Signs of Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 1 dead stranded sea



turtle, and 2 live stranded sea turtles caught in skimming operations.



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 10 live sea turtles



captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from April 30
th 


through May 30
th



is 243. 
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Update through 31 May 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama during this time frame (combined



range of 4-30 for LA, MS, and AL)



o Overall Northern Gulf range for recent years has been 18-46.



o From 2005 – 2009 the number of turtle strandings for the month of May has



ranged from 1 to 15 in Louisiana



o From 2005 – 2009 0 to 13 in Mississippi



o From 2005 – 2009 1 to 15 in Alabama.



o In the Florida panhandle, from 2003 – 2007, the number of strandings in May has



ranged from 13 to 37



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals:



 29 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no change from



May 30).



o All 29 were dead stranded dolphins (no change from May 30)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a stranding is defined as an event in



the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status:



 12 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from May 30)



 7 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from May



30)



 3 full necropsies performed (no change from May 30)



 6 Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or unable



to recover (no change from May 30)



 1 Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from May 30)



Information on Signs of Oiling:



 One of the dolphins had evidence of external oil on its tongue and body and therefore is



classified as oiled.  Since the carcass was first reported in the water/oil line on the oiled



beach, we are unable at this time to determine whether the animal was externally covered



in oil post mortem when the carcass came on shore or was oiled prior to death.  



Historical Strandings
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Update through 31 May 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 Since April 30th, the stranding rate of dolphins in Louisiana is higher than the historic



numbers, but in part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and reporting and the



lingering effects of the earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter of 2010.



 During this time frame, this is higher than the number of dolphin strandings that have



been documented in recent years (2003-2007) in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama 



and the combined range of 0-10 for LA, MS, and AL. For the entire Northern Gulf of



Mexico, the combined range is 0-14 for the years 2003 to 2007 in LA, MS, AL,



panhandle FL. The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in



the month of May (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-4 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-3 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-3 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 The on –water survey for turtles re-started on Monday May 31
st
.  Seven turtles (six



Kemp’s ridleys and one green turtle) were captured in approximately 5 hours of search



effort using one capture vessel and one support vessel working approximately 40 miles



offshore.  A second capture vessel is expected to be operational on June 1
st
.  All turtles



were pelagic stage juveniles, alive and very oiled, their behavior was abnormal, but they



were still responsive.  All were initially cleaned on the support vessel and received initial



veterinary care.  They were transported to Audubon Aquarium and are undergoing further



care. 



 Another Kemp’s ridley was captured during a skimmer vessel operation approximately



17 miles offshore, oiled and alive, this turtle was transported to shore via USCG and



LADWF and is now at Audubon Aquarium undergoing further care.



 Skimmer vessels, especially a newly added vessel specifically deployed to suck up oiled



Sargassum mats, are of significant concern as far as clean up operations go. We continue



to work this issue, have requested the newly added vessel not target Sargassum while we



address that specific situation, and we continue to work to deploy observers and navigate



the BP contracting path for these observers. An SEC staff member will observe the



newly identified barge skimmer that will work off the AL/MS coast today, redirected



from Sargassum skimming to tar ball field skimming, on Tuesday, June 1st.  A call is



scheduled for June 1
st 


to continue planning for observers on various types of skimmer



vessels.
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Prepared by: LCDR Bill Mowitt, NOAA.  OMAO PCO Rep 240 393 3535



Reviewed by: OMAO, Marine and Aviation Operation Centers



NOAA Ship Assets Available for Deepwater Horizon Tasks, as of June 1, 2010



N.B.  Fisheries sonars are designed to detect targets up in the water column (including some capability to detect oil, but much is unknown about



this), while bathymetric sonars are designed to detect and map bottom features. Side scan sonar used primarily for imaging (e.g.  producing



‘pictures’ of wrecks).



Ship/Homeport



Primary Mission ETA for DWH



work?



Sonar type
 Max sampling



depth



Other relevant



capabilities



Endurance*



/Science Bunks



Gordon Gunter



Pascagoula



Fisheries/ecosystem



research



Currently



working, ETA



Pascagoula, 6/4



Simrad EQ-50,



200kHz/50kHz, Simrad



EK-60, 120kHz/38kHz



single beam fisheries



2,100m (CTD)



2000m (plankton



nets)



2,500 m wire



Flow thru fluorometer, CTD,



water sampling rosette,



ADCP, trawl,longline



30 days/ 15 bunks



Water: 13.5K gal w/



extra blivets.  ~8-


9days



Pisces



Pascagoula



Fisheries/ecosystem



research



~7 days from



tasking



(completing repair



period)



Simrad ES-60: 50/



200kHz, Simrad EK-60:



18/38/120/200 kHz



Single beam fisheries,



Simrad ME-70  multi



beam fisheries



2,100m (CTD)



4,300m



(oceanographic)



CTD, water sampling rosette,



ADCP, midwater and bottom



trawl.



33 days/16 bunks



Water: 7 days



Thomas



Jefferson



Norfolk



Hydrographic Survey 6/2 In New



Orleans,



reconfiguring for



DWH “Western



Sentry” project



Simrad EM1002



multibeam, 95kHz,



Simrad ES-60 single



beam 12/38/200kHz



Reson 7125, 400kHz 



Single and multi beam



bathymetric,



Kline 5000 Side scan



imaging, 



1,000m (CTD)



300m (towed



instrument)



7,500 ft wire



CTD, two survey launches (w/ 



Reson 7125 SV 200/400kHz



sonar), Moving Vessel Profiler



reconfigured w/ Free Fall Fish



containing crude oil sensor,



micro CTD, d/o sensor, and



turbidity meter. SSS winch



reconfigured with 1000m



cable with water sampling



rosette



45 days/7 bunks



More science bunks



could be made



available if launches



are not used



Water: 7 days



Nancy Foster



Charleston



Ecosystem research Est. 6/23



following Z-drive



repairs in



Charleston, SC



and transit to



GOM.



Simrad EM 1002, 95kHz 



and Reson 7125,



200/400 kHz Single and



Multibeam bathymetric,



Simrad EK60



2,100m (CTD)



900m (towed



net/instrument)



5,000m wire



CTD, water sampling rosette,



ADCP, extensive small boat



and diving capabilities. 



14 days/15 bunks



Water: 14 days



Delaware II



Woods Hole



Fisheries/ ecosystem



research



~8 days from



tasking (Divert



from NE right



whale cruise)



Simrad EK-60, 12/38



/120/200 kHz, single



beam fisheries, 50/200



kHz,



2,000m (CTD)



2,000m wire



CTD, water sampling rosette,



ADCP, trawl, longline, flow-


thru fluorometer



24 days/14 bunks



Water: 7-10 days



Oregon II



Pascagoula



Fisheries/ecosystem



research



~6/15 following



end of MRP and



reinstall of all



network systems



Simrad EQ50, 38/120kHz



singlebeam fisheries ,



FE700, 50 kHz,



TBI: EK-60, 38/120 kHz



2,100m (CTD)



4,470m wire



CTD, water sampling rosette,



ADCP, trawl, longline,



fluorometer, plankton



camera, trap retrieval



33 days/13 bunks



Water: 9 days
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Reviewed by: OMAO, Marine and Aviation Operation Centers



* This is endurance assuming water can be made. In oil slicks, ships can’t make water and endurance dramatically reduced.  See “Water:” for no watermaking



endurance



** TJ has located deck units to make sonars suitable for water-column targets (a la fisheries ships).  Installation on-going.
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NRDA Activity Report for Tuesday, 01 June 2010



Human Use: 


Shoreline: 3 field teams are doing pre-assessment surveys out of Venice and Leeville, LA. Field



sample intake and data management teams have been deployed.  Several teams are operating out



o and are servicing NRDA teams in an “on-call” mobile capacity. 



Sample intake teams should decrease data management demands on field teams and also increase



accuracy, consistency and speed of sample data upload and the overall shipment process



Water Column: Launching Acoustic Doppler Current Profiling (ADCP) to gather current profile



data in top 200 ft of water column.  Dispersant monitoring cruise (shadowing USCG SMART



vessels) departed Venice on 5/31.  Sampling activities are ongoing aboard 2 vessels, a 3
rd



departed today and 2 are back in port.



SAV: Preparing field sampling needs for next week’s visit to .



Chemistry/Sampling: Issued trustee contract to third analytical lab ).  An



additional lab will increase analytical capacity for NRDA water, tissue and oil sampling efforts. 



Approximately 400 samples are currently being analyzed at existing trustee contracted labs.



out of scope


out of scope


out of scope


out of scope


out of scope


2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.763.6







2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.763.7







Received(Date): Fri, 14 May 2010 08:16:59 -0400

From: Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>

Subject: Re: [Fwd: Re: [Fwd: Daily Update 5/11/10 Marine Mammal and Sea TurtleHealth and Stranding

Response - BP Deepwater Horizon Spill]]

To: Michael Barnette <Michael.Barnette@noaa.gov>

Cc: David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>,Buck Sutter <Buck.Sutter@noaa.gov>, Laura

Engleby <Laura.Engleby@noaa.gov>,Robert Hoffman <Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov>,Heather Blough

<Heather.Blough@noaa.gov>,erin fougeres <erin.fougeres@noaa.gov>,"wendy.teas@noaa.gov"

<Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>

Strandings historical.xls



There are 2 sources of strandings data on our website. 



http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/seaturtleSTSSN.jsp



The online reports cover years through 2007.  You can query that database. For the more recent



years, you will need to review the weekly report, also posted.  Attached is a run I made a few



days ago for the historical data.  Wendy's daily e-mails provide you with up-to-date information



for the northern Gulf since April 30.  David, I see that you are on that list now.



Yes, strandings this year are unprecedented.  Thus far, none of the turtles are oiled and the vast



majority are Kemp's ridleys.  Most have been necropsied now and the gut contents (yes they had



been feeding - on fish) have been saved to both identify the prey and possibly to test for



biotoxins.  All are being treated as evidence so it may be awhile before the frozen samples are



processed.



On 5/14/10 8:02 AM, Michael Barnette wrote:



Definitely looks like this year is quite a bit higher.  Not sure if that's due to increased



coverage due to the spill, greater abundance of Kemp's, or other factor (e.g., non-


compliance with TED regulations).  There were some disclaimers on the SEFSC



website that more recent data was preliminary, so perhaps it has not been updated.



Will check with Wendy et al.



Mike



Michael C. Barnette



On May 14, 2010, at 7:52 AM, David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov> wrote:



Great, Thanks for doing this so fast!  (You're staying up too late at night,



man!)



So, it looks like April, May, and June are the peak stranding months



historically, though it looks like the numbers we're dealing with this year



are record highs, is that right?  It also looks like data from 2006, 2008, and



2009 are missing.   If there's a lot of interest in these stranding data, as



Buck found out, we should probably find out why that is, cause we'll be



asked.



-DB
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Michael Barnette wrote:



Not sure if this will paste correctly, but here is the link I got for



historical MS strandings...



http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/STSSN/JDBCSTSSNYearStateMon



thViewReport.jsp?yearSelections=++&stateSelections=++&sta



teSelections=MS&yearTextField=year+is+not+null&yearTextF



ieldDecoded=All+years&stateTextField=statecode+in+%28%2



7++%27%2C%27MS%27%29+&stateTextFieldDecoded=Stat



es%3A+ALL%2C+Mississippi&dateOfUpdateTextField=08%



2F31%2F2009



Michael C. Barnette



On May 13, 2010, at 11:22 PM, David Bernhart



<David.Bernhart@noaa.gov> wrote:



Hi Mike,



Please see the request from Buck below for



historical sea turtle stranding numbers for MS for



this time of year.  Sherry has told me that the SEC



has this info posted on-line, but I've never



successfully found it.  Will you please see if you



can find that info on line?  If not, please see if



Wendy Teas has it readily available.  If it's not



readily available, and with all the other stuff Wendy



has going on, we should probably make it a more



formal request through SEC to get the historical



numbers.



Thanks,



David



Buck Sutter wrote:



The stranding numbers - current and



history - came up on the 8 am call...we



will be getting a tasker on this later today



from HQ on this, so this is just an FYI
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Subject:



Re: [Fwd: Daily Update 5/11/10 Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding Response -



BP Deepwater Horizon Spill]



From:



Buck Sutter <buck.sutter@noaa.gov>



Date:



Wed, 12 May 2010 23:45:40 -0400



To:



David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>



To:



David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>



CC:



Heather Blough <Heather.Blough@noaa.gov>



Thanks David, yes I think that would be



beneficial. At the hearing tonight, there



were lots of questions about sea turtle



and bottlenose stranding questions,



particularly about kemp ridley. Do we



post standing info on our web? Folks



didn't seem to believe that turtles



stranded in MS and were upset that i



couldn't tie it to the spill. We need to



think about how to provide readily



available and understandable stranding



info and resultant cause and effect, if we



can, especially with the spill event.



David Bernhart wrote:



Hi Buck,



This is the e-mail I mentioned



on the phone.



Would you and Heather like



to be added to the routine



distribution list for these e-


mails?  Or do you have



enough e-mails and would



prefer one of us to filter the



info and alert you as needed?



As I mentioned, they did



have a few additional turtle



strandings (four, upon re-


reading) and 2 dolphin



strandings reported but not
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yet collected.  What I hadn't



looked at and didn't know



was the totals for turtle



strandings shown in the



spreadsheet:  106 total turtles



from the northern Gulf in the



last 12 days...



One thing to bear in mind on



these strandings, eastern



Louisiana is probably



virtually unsurveyed for



turtles in a normal year, and



we likely don't detect 100%



of carcasses in the better



surveyed areas in MS-FL in a



normal year, but there's a lot



of search effort and reporting



going on out there.  Still it's a



pretty big number and we



can't quantify, I don't believe,



how much may be from



better reporting.



-DB



-------- Original Message --------



Subject:     Daily Update



5/11/10 Marine Mammal and



Sea Turtle Health and



Stranding Response - BP



Deepwater Horizon Spill



Date:     Tue, 11 May 2010



20:35:25 -0700



From:    



Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov



To:     Brian T Pawlak



<Brian.T.Pawlak@noaa.gov>



, John Foret



<John.Foret@noaa.gov>,



Michael S Gallagher



<Michael.S.Gallagher@noaa.



gov>, Jenni Wallace



<Jenni.Wallace@noaa.gov>,



Lauren B Lugo



<Lauren.B.Lugo@noaa.gov>



, ICC.NMFS@noaa.gov,
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John.Oliver@noaa.gov



CC:    



Laura.Engleby@noaa.gov,



David.Bernhart@noaa.gov,



erin.fougeres@noaa.gov,



Blair.Mase@noaa.gov,



"Barbara.Schroeder"



<Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.g



ov>,



Trevor.Spradlin@noaa.gov,



Helen Golde



<Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>,



Janet Whaley



<Janet.Whaley@noaa.gov>,



David Cottingham



<David.Cottingham@noaa.g



ov>, Michael Ziccardi



<mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu>,



Jaclyn.Taylor@noaa.gov,



Sarah Wilkin



<Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov>



Hi All -- Attached is the daily



summary for 5/11/10 from



the Marine Mammal and Sea



Turtle Health and Stranding



Response Programs operating



under the Unified Command. 



There are two files, a Word



document and an Excel



spreadsheet with daily



summary totals as requested.



Please let us know if you



have any questions.
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Public Data Access and Release Policy

Any publication or use of these data must credit the Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage Network (STSSN).



Users with the intent to publicly present or publish these data are strongly encouraged to consult and/or collaborate with contributing network coordinators.



Preliminary data posted on this site are subject to change, and are not recommended for use in publications/analyses.



STSSN Monthly Turtle Strandings by Year, Region and Zone as of 08/31/2009



CAVEAT: The data used to generate the reports have been verified from 1998-2005, however they are subject to change as additional data are received.



The data from 1986-1997, 2006 and 2007 are preliminary and are in the process of being verified, beginning with the most current years.



All years



Region : Gulf



Zone : Gulf of Mexico....... 08 = Panama City offshore waters, Gulf of Mexico....... 09 = Desten offshore waters, Alabama, Gulf of Mexico....... 10 = Pensacola offshore waters, Alabama, Gulf of Mexico....... 11 = Alabama/Mississippi offshore waters (?)



 YEAR   REGION    ZONE    JAN FEB MAR APR

[ALL YEARS] Gulf [ALL ZONES] 506 48 106 270



1986 Gulf 8 0 0 1 2



1986 Gulf 9 0 0 0 0



1986 Gulf 10 0 0 0 0



1986 Gulf 11 1 1 0 0



1986 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 1 1 1 2



1986



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 1 1 1 2



1987 Gulf 8 0 0 0 1



1987 Gulf 9 0 0 0 1



1987 Gulf 10 0 0 0 1



1987 Gulf 11 0 0 0 3



1987 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 0 0 0 6



1987



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 0 0 0 6



1988 Gulf 8 0 0 1 0



1988 Gulf 9 0 0 1 0



1988 Gulf 10 0 0 0 0



1988 Gulf 11 0 0 0 2



1988 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 0 0 2 2



1988



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 0 0 2 2
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1989 Gulf 8 2 1 5 6



1989 Gulf 9 1 0 0 1



1989 Gulf 10 0 0 0 0



1989 Gulf 11 0 0 0 3



1989 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 3 1 5 10



1989



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 3 1 5 10



1990 Gulf 8 4 1 1 11



1990 Gulf 9 0 1 3 0



1990 Gulf 10 0 0 2 2



1990 Gulf 11 0 1 3 1



1990 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 4 3 9 14



1990



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 4 3 9 14



1991 Gulf 8 0 0 1 2



1991 Gulf 9 1 0 0 1



1991 Gulf 10 0 0 2 1



1991 Gulf 11 0 1 0 2



1991 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 1 1 3 6



1991



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 1 1 3 6



1992 Gulf 8 0 0 2 3



1992 Gulf 9 0 0 0 6



1992 Gulf 10 0 0 0 4



1992 Gulf 11 1 0 2 2



1992 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 1 0 4 15



1992



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 1 0 4 15



1993 Gulf 8 1 0 0 1



1993 Gulf 9 1 0 0 0



1993 Gulf 10 0 0 0 1



1993 Gulf 11 0 0 0 1



1993 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 2 0 0 3



1993



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 2 0 0 3



1994 Gulf 8 4 0 1 5



1994 Gulf 9 0 0 1 1



1994 Gulf 10 1 0 0 0



1994 Gulf 11 0 0 0 3



1994 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 5 0 2 9



1994



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 5 0 2 9



1995 Gulf 8 0 0 1 4
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1995 Gulf 9 0 0 0 2



1995 Gulf 10 0 0 0 2



1995 Gulf 11 0 0 0 1



1995 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 0 0 1 9



1995



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 0 0 1 9



1996 Gulf 8 2 0 0 1



1996 Gulf 9 0 0 0 2



1996 Gulf 10 0 0 0 0



1996 Gulf 11 1 0 0 5



1996 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 3 0 0 8



1996



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 3 0 0 8



1997 Gulf 8 2 1 1 6



1997 Gulf 9 1 0 4 1



1997 Gulf 10 0 1 3 3



1997 Gulf 11 0 0 2 8



1997 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 3 2 10 18



1997



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 3 2 10 18



1998 Gulf 8 1 1 0 5



1998 Gulf 9 0 0 0 3



1998 Gulf 10 0 0 0 2



1998 Gulf 11 0 0 0 7



1998 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 1 1 0 17



1998



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 1 1 0 17



1999 Gulf 8 1 3 2 4



1999 Gulf 9 0 0 1 3



1999 Gulf 10 0 1 0 3



1999 Gulf 11 1 1 2 6



1999 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 2 5 5 16



1999



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 2 5 5 16



2000 Gulf 8 4 3 1 4



2000 Gulf 9 0 0 7 3



2000 Gulf 10 0 1 3 4



2000 Gulf 11 0 0 0 3



2000 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 4 4 11 14



2000



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 4 4 11 14



2001 Gulf 8 406 10 4 6



2001 Gulf 9 1 1 0 4
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2001 Gulf 10 1 1 2 4



2001 Gulf 11 0 0 0 2



2001 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 408 12 6 16



2001



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 408 12 6 16



2002 Gulf 8 8 2 4 7



2002 Gulf 9 0 0 2 2



2002 Gulf 10 0 1 0 0



2002 Gulf 11 0 0 0 0



2002 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 8 3 6 9



2002



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 8 3 6 9



2003 Gulf 8 42 3 3 7



2003 Gulf 9 0 1 2 4



2003 Gulf 10 0 0 2 8



2003 Gulf 11 0 0 3 2



2003 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 42 4 10 21



2003



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 42 4 10 21



2004 Gulf 8 5 1 1 5



2004 Gulf 9 0 0 1 7



2004 Gulf 10 3 0 0 4



2004 Gulf 11 0 0 0 5



2004 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 8 1 2 21



2004



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 8 1 2 21



2005 Gulf 8 2 1 2 5



2005 Gulf 9 1 2 6 5



2005 Gulf 10 0 2 1 2



2005 Gulf 11 0 0 0 1



2005 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 3 5 9 13



2005



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 3 5 9 13



2006 Gulf 8 2 0 0 10



2006 Gulf 9 1 2 4 5



2006 Gulf 10 1 0 4 8



2006 Gulf 11 0 0 0 1



2006 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 4 2 8 24



2006



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 4 2 8 24



2007 Gulf 8 2 2 1 3



2007 Gulf 9 0 0 9 8



2007 Gulf 10 1 1 1 4
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2007 Gulf 11 0 0 1 2



2007 Gulf [ALL ZONES] 3 3 12 17



2007



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 3 3 12 17



[ALL YEARS]



[ALL



REGIONS] [ALL ZONES] 506 48 106 270



YEAR SPECIES STATE JAN FEB MAR APR
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Any publication or use of these data must credit the Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage Network (STSSN).



Users with the intent to publicly present or publish these data are strongly encouraged to consult and/or collaborate with contributing network coordinators.



Preliminary data posted on this site are subject to change, and are not recommended for use in publications/analyses.



STSSN Monthly Turtle Strandings by Year, Region and Zone as of 08/31/2009



 The data used to generate the reports have been verified from 1998-2005, however they are subject to change as additional data are received.



The data from 1986-1997, 2006 and 2007 are preliminary and are in the process of being verified, beginning with the most current years.



Zone : Gulf of Mexico....... 08 = Panama City offshore waters, Gulf of Mexico....... 09 = Desten offshore waters, Alabama, Gulf of Mexico....... 10 = Pensacola offshore waters, Alabama, Gulf of Mexico....... 11 = Alabama/Mississippi offshore waters (?)



MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV

392 377 276 151 107 106 117



2 1 2 1 1 1 1



0 2 2 1 0 0 0



0 0 1 0 0 0 1



3 5 0 0 1 2 3



5 8 5 2 2 3 5



5 8 5 2 2 3 5



5 2 1 0 2 0 0



0 0 0 1 0 0 0



11 25 0 1 0 1 0



13 9 1 1 0 8 0



29 36 2 3 2 9 0



29 36 2 3 2 9 0



2 9 9 5 0 4 4



0 0 5 2 0 1 0



1 2 2 1 1 0 5



1 12 8 0 4 3 11



4 23 24 8 5 8 20



4 23 24 8 5 8 20
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5 5 2 0 1 3 0



2 0 0 1 0 0 0



1 9 4 1 0 0 0



11 28 11 13 0 0 0



19 42 17 15 1 3 0



19 42 17 15 1 3 0



2 4 1 1 0 1 1



4 1 3 2 1 0 0



6 2 0 0 1 0 2



2 9 2 1 2 1 2



14 16 6 4 4 2 5



14 16 6 4 4 2 5



3 6 3 1 0 0 0



2 2 0 1 0 0 0



1 2 3 2 0 2 0



2 11 4 2 2 0 0



8 21 10 6 2 2 0



8 21 10 6 2 2 0



7 5 6 1 1 1 1



4 1 0 1 0 0 0



1 4 0 0 2 0 0



1 3 2 2 1 0 2



13 13 8 4 4 1 3



13 13 8 4 4 1 3



2 6 2 1 1 0 1



5 1 1 2 0 1 0



0 0 2 0 1 0 0



3 5 3 1 0 1 0



10 12 8 4 2 2 1



10 12 8 4 2 2 1



1 2 2 1 0 3 1



4 0 2 0 1 0 0



3 1 0 0 1 0 0



6 5 2 1 1 2 2



14 8 6 2 3 5 3



14 8 6 2 3 5 3



5 0 5 1 0 0 1
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1 1 0 1 0 0 0



1 0 4 0 1 0 0



1 9 3 2 4 0 0



8 10 12 4 5 0 1



8 10 12 4 5 0 1



2 15 9 4 0 0 0



4 1 1 2 1 0 1



3 1 0 0 1 0 1



4 2 5 2 2 3 2



13 19 15 8 4 3 4



13 19 15 8 4 3 4



9 4 6 1 1 0 2



2 1 2 0 2 1 1



5 3 2 1 1 0 1



7 7 3 1 1 2 1



23 15 13 3 5 3 5



23 15 13 3 5 3 5



8 2 4 3 1 0 2



4 0 4 1 0 0 0



5 2 3 1 0 0 2



10 14 5 1 0 0 6



27 18 16 6 1 0 10



27 18 16 6 1 0 10



4 6 9 23 8 1 0



0 0 4 0 1 1 1



1 1 5 3 2 1 3



7 8 4 2 1 2 8



12 15 22 28 12 5 12



12 15 22 28 12 5 12



8 7 7 3 2 5 2



4 1 6 1 0 3 2



10 3 5 0 0 2 1



3 12 4 1 3 2 2



25 23 22 5 5 12 7



25 23 22 5 5 12 7



10 8 2 4 1 0 0



1 5 0 3 1 1 0
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2 1 5 1 0 0 1



8 8 1 3 1 2 0



21 22 8 11 3 3 1



21 22 8 11 3 3 1



16 6 8 3 6 4 0



8 1 4 0 0 2 0



5 2 1 2 3 2 0



1 5 0 1 0 0 0



30 14 13 6 9 8 0



30 14 13 6 9 8 0



16 10 7 5 1 2 6



11 1 5 1 0 2 2



8 3 6 2 0 1 0



7 6 3 2 3 0 1



42 20 21 10 4 5 9



42 20 21 10 4 5 9



19 6 6 0 2 1 1



6 2 2 0 3 2 3



7 4 0 4 0 0 4



3 1 1 0 0 2 2



35 13 9 4 5 5 10



35 13 9 4 5 5 10



6 3 2 2 7 3 1



3 1 2 2 7 1 2



0 0 2 1 0 1 2



1 0 0 0 0 0 0



10 4 6 5 14 5 5



10 4 6 5 14 5 5



7 4 10 2 6 2 0



3 6 9 1 1 1 1



6 2 2 1 1 1 4



0 0 1 0 0 0 0



16 12 22 4 8 4 5



16 12 22 4 8 4 5



6 5 6 4 5 3 6



5 4 2 2 2 5 3



3 3 2 3 0 8 1
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0 1 1 0 0 2 1



14 13 11 9 7 18 11



14 13 11 9 7 18 11



392 377 276 151 107 106 117



MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV
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Zone : Gulf of Mexico....... 08 = Panama City offshore waters, Gulf of Mexico....... 09 = Desten offshore waters, Alabama, Gulf of Mexico....... 10 = Pensacola offshore waters, Alabama, Gulf of Mexico....... 11 = Alabama/Mississippi offshore waters (?)



DEC TOTAL

86 2542



0 12



0 5



0 2



2 18



2 37



2 37



0 11



0 2



0 39



0 35



0 87



0 87



2 36



0 9



1 13



2 43



5 101



5 101
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6 36



1 6



0 15



0 66



7 123



7 123



1 28



0 15



2 17



1 25



4 85



4 85



0 16



1 8



0 13



0 24



1 61



1 61



2 29



2 14



0 11



0 16



4 70



4 70



0 15



0 11



0 4



1 15



1 45



1 45



0 20



0 9



0 6



0 22



0 57



0 57



0 17
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0 5



3 11



0 20



3 53



3 53



3 36



1 13



1 7



2 28



7 84



7 84



1 34



1 16



0 20



0 32



2 102



2 102



2 29



1 13



2 17



1 44



6 103



6 103



2 63



1 12



2 22



0 42



5 139



5 139



4 50



0 27



0 29



1 31



5 137



5 137



3 454



2 19
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0 18



0 25



5 516



5 516



5 69



0 19



5 21



0 7



10 116



10 116



2 104



0 29



0 30



0 27



2 190



2 190



0 47



1 27



3 29



0 14



4 117



4 117



2 36



0 32



1 12



0 2



3 82



3 82



0 43



0 34



1 31



0 2



1 110



1 110



1 44



3 43



5 32
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0 8



9 127



9 127



86 2542



DEC TOTAL
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Zone : Gulf of Mexico....... 08 = Panama City offshore waters, Gulf of Mexico....... 09 = Desten offshore waters, Alabama, Gulf of Mexico....... 10 = Pensacola offshore waters, Alabama, Gulf of Mexico....... 11 = Alabama/Mississippi offshore waters (?)
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Received(Date): Thu, 03 Jun 2010 18:41:52 -0400

From: "Jen.Pizza" <Jen.Pizza@noaa.gov>

Subject: Deepwater Horizon MC 252 LMR END OF THE DAY REPORT 6.3.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule 060210-1.doc

MMST Health and Stranding Update 06-02-10 FINAL.doc



ISSUES 

RESPONSE OPERATIONS -

NIC/ICC/NRT



Response Operations

· Riser successfully cut above BOP. Preparations continue to position Top Hat oil collection dome into

place.

NRT

·  The National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) released a long term oil movement prediction

today: http://www2.ucar.edu/news/ocean-currents-likely-to-carry-oil-spill-along-atlantic-coast

results are generally consistent with the way that currents move in the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic

Ocean.  Although the presentation carries high shock value, it is of limited utility to response planners,

and lacks meaningful communication about the risk of oil effects because:

o It does not provide probabilities of impact for various shoreline or open water areas -- only dilution

factors.

o The dilution scale is of little use because the greatest area of the ocean characterized as receiving oil is

off the low end of the scale. As a result the large area that is colored indicates receiving an amount of oil

so low that it cannot be quantified.

NIC Activities

· Hurricane impacts on land and ocean debris removals: Questions relating to oily debris brought onto

land during a hurricane or a tropical storm. Who is financially the responsible party - FEMA or BP?

Impact of oil on marine debris must also be addressed. In addition to the normal marine debris already

found in the ocean, debris brought to land by a hurricane will also return to the ocean with receding

storm surge undergoing further oiling. How will this contaminated debris be dealt with?



· Sub Surface Oil Team:  As part of charter creation, held a planning discussion with Bob Pavia to

identify issues associated with expanding the data analysis team to other platforms in the Gulf

(specifically - Ocean Veritas & Gordon Gunter).



SCIENCE ATTACHED REPORT

LMR Fisheries Closures



· There was no change to the closed area in the Gulf EEZ for Thursday June 3, 2010.

o The current closure measures 88,522 sq mi (229,270 sq km), or about 37% of the GOM EEZ.

o The map of the June 2, 2010 closure is attached.

· Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) announced an opening to recreational and

commercial fishing in northeast St. Bernard Parish effective sunrise, June 3, 2010.  This area was

previously closed as a precautionary measure, to date no oil has been confirmed in these waters.

· LDWF announced a closure in portions of the territorial seas near Freshwater Bayou in Vermilion

Parish effective June 2, 2010, due to confirmed reports of oil.  All state outside waters extending

seaward of the inside/outside shrimp line from 92 degrees 18 minutes 00 seconds west longitude near

Freshwater Bayou westward to 92 degrees 25 minutes 00 seconds west longitude.

Seafood Inspection

· Continued work on Seafood Safety Strategy for the White House.

· Continued work on the Seafood Sampling Plan

Marine Mammal and Turtle Health and Stranding

· 278 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 1 from June 1)
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o 253 stranded (increase of 1 from June 1)

o 233 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 1 from June 1)

o 20 of the stranded were found alive (no change from June 1)

o 119 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 1 from June 1)

o To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 1 dead stranded sea turtle, and 2

live stranded sea turtles caught in skimming operations.

o To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 24 live sea turtles and one dead sea

turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



LMR (2) · 31 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 2 from June 1).

o 30 were dead stranded dolphins (increase of 1 from June 1)

o 1 was a live stranded dolphin that died on the beach (increase of 1 from June 1)

o 4 full necropsies performed (increase of 1 from June 1)

o 2 Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 2 from June 1)

· Additional coordination with beach cleanup operations out of Mobile was initiated to ensure that

cleanup crews are operating in accordance with established protocols regarding sea turtle nests.  With

reports of oil anticipated to come ashore increasingly further east along the northern Gulf shoreline, the

threats to incubating nests and nesting females are substantially increased.

· The full health and stranding report, turtle stranding map, and dolphin stranding map are attached.

There are pictures of the oiled wildlife included into today's report.



NRDA ing this evening.



ASSETS AND PLATFORMS ATTACHED



REGIONAL (1) NO REPORT

LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T

AFFAIRS



Daily Conference Call held for all interested Congressional Members and Staff

    * USCG gave an overview of the response assets in place now and highlighted the Administration's

work group that would analyize technological suggestions for the response.

    * MMS provided a status update on the "top hat" efforts and of the two relief wells

    * NOAA noted that there was no change to the fisheries closure are from yesterday's report and

provided currene weather conditions and outlook for the next 3 days

    * Rep Gus Bilirakis (R-9th, FL) participated as well as staff from a number of Congressional offices,

inclduing Senator Mark Begich (D-AK), Senator Mary Landrieu (D-LA), Senator Bill Nelson (D-FL),

and Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ).



COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS     *  Working with NOAA/DOC/FDA program and policy experts to finalize talking points and Q&A on

Gulf seafood inspection.



B5 - NRDA
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    * Cleared talking points that address NCAR's press release on their long-term modeling of the oil spill

(affecting the Atlantic Coast).

    * Planning Friday morning media availability for R/V Gordon Gunter mission return to Pascagoula,

Miss.



EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT  Winer/Bavishi field meetings:

1)      In Isle de Jean Charles with members of the Isle de Jean Charles band of the Choctaw Tribe.

Discussed impacts of the oil spill and coastal erosion.  Traveled to Chauvin, LA to meet with small

business owners impacted by the oil spill.

2)      With commercial fishermen and representatives of the Houma tribe in Dulac, Louisiana.

Discussion focused on enforcement activities, short term economic needs, and long term development

activities.

3)      In New Orleans with Louisiana Disaster Recovery Fund, Gulf office of the Rand Corporation, and

Seedco Financial.  Meeting focused on agency role in the response and strategies to address  economic

and social needs of Louisiana residents impacted by the spill.

Community forums:

St. Tammany Parish Oil Spill Community Forum on June 1, 2010

Attendees: About 110 citizens from the community attended, three reporters from The Slidell

Independent, The Times Picayune and The New York Times. Speakers: Parish President Davis provided

opening remarks. Remarks followed by Unified Incident Command, Capt. Roger Laferriere of USCG,

Brian Lezina of LA DWF, and Hugh Depland of BP.

Biloxi, MS Community Forum on June 2, 2010.  Attendees: 185 people at the Biloxi meeting. Other

comments from organizers: Meeting ran smoothly; panelists did a very good job

Complaint emails:

External Affairs received 15 new emails with complaints re the oil spill. Answered 13 today  Topics of

concern: anger about  Dr. Lubchenco's comments re underwater oil plumes being "anomalies" and

possibly not oil plumes, questions about whether or not NOAA would utilize bioremediation methods

(like facilitating oil-eating bacteria growth), two or three new "solutions" to fixing the pipe.

·  Mass Notifications: Disaster declaration sent to constituent lists.



DATA INFORMATION The site geoplatform.gov will be technically ready to go public on Monday. Office of Communications

working roll out plan.

Litigation Hold Team (made up of IT and OGC personnel) meeting weekly working on path forward.

- All back-up tapes to be held until Litigation Hold direction from DOJ directs us otherwise.

- Litigation Hold Team working with DOJ Litigation Support Office for assistance in this effort.

- OPPA working on draft of datacall to identify systems with responsive content.

- Litigation Hold Team working on draft of message to NOAA leadership on effective means of

identifying individuals working on relevant subject matter.



IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS Key Bullets

· Video conference held with Bahamas.   Long range modeling results, basic background information,

and preparedness suggestions were discussed.

· Taking steps to identify FDA seafood safety point of contact so that NOAA and FDA draft cables can

be reconciled and combined.

· U.S. Embassy, Mexico, confirmed no briefing needed; Mexico has established its own information

network.



LEGAL / GC NO REPORT
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POLICY / BUDGET NO REPORT
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Topic Areas



•Loop Current Dynamics



•Protected Species Status



•Seafood Safety Sampling



•NOAA Assets (planes, vessels)
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Loop Current Discussion



for June 3, 2010



3



*Loop Current analysis from AOML.



*Buoys continue to track clockwise within the



northern part of the eddy



*6/2 overflight showed only transparent sheens



in eastern part and confirmed no sheens in



southern part of Loop Current area



*Trajectory continues to indicate Florida Straits is



within the 72 hour uncertainty
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Turtles 
Turtle Status



Total Verified Stranded Turtles 278



Total stranded turtles found dead 234



Total live stranded turtles currently in rehabilitation 40



Total live stranded turtles that died in rehabilitation 3



Total live stranded turtles released 1



Turtle Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 7



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



Number of full necropsies performed 50



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of



decomposition or unable to recover 46 


Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 117



Live, oiled green turtle recovered from convergence/oil areas 1 June



2010.  On-water operations under Wildlife Branch, Unified Command.
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Dolphins



Flyovers will resume June 7



Dolphin Status



Total Verified Dolphins 31



Total dead stranded dolphins 30



Total live dolphins currently in rehabilitation 0



Total live dolphins stranded that died in care 1



Total live released dolphins 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 12



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 7



Number of full necropsies performed 4



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of 



decomposition or unable to recover



6



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants
 2
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June 3, 2010



• GC/MS analysis of 11 fish, oyster, and shrimp samples were completed and are undergoing



QA/QC review



• 3 additional sets of fish, oyster, and shrimp samples (composites) from existing inventory are



currently being prepped for GC/MS analysis



• To date, GC/MS analysis of 5 sets of fish, oyster, and shrimp samples (composites) have been



completed and passed QA/QC review 
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Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon (PAH)



Analysis-Seafood, Water column

High Molecular weight:



• FLA – fluoranthene



• PYR – pyrene



• BAA – benz[a]anthracene



• CHR/Trphn – chrysene + triphenylene



• BbF – benzo[b]fluoranthene



• BjF/BkF – benzo[j+k]fluoranthene



• BeP – benzo[e]pyrene



• BaP – benzo[a]pyrene



• PER – perylene



• IDP – indeno [1,2,3-c,d]pyrene



• DBA – dibenz[a,c + a,h]anthracene



• BZP – benzo[ghi]perylene



Low Molecular weight: 


• Analytes measured: NPH –



naphthalene



• ACY – acenapthylene 


• ACE – acenaphthene 


• FLU – fluorene 


• DBT – dibenzothiophene 


• PHN – phenanthrene 


• ANT – anthracene 
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 03 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 Loop Current Study, Baton Rouge, LA



N43 P-3 CALNEX, Ontario CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Maintenance, Indianapolis, IN



N46 Twin Otter DWH Multi-Spectral scanning / oil density and thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV No flight, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In Disposal Process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Equipment Installation, Seattle, WA



N57 Twin Otter NE Right Whale, Hyannis, MA



N68 King Air DWH Coastal photography / mapping, New Orleans, LA



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68 
N46



N57



N43



N48



N56



N45



N42
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 03 JUN 2010



ID
 Status Today



DE
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 6/10 Woods Hole, MA



TJ
 Underway on DWH “Western Sentry”. Arrival 6/11 Galveston, TX



GU
 Underway on DWH “Sub-Surface Oil Monitoring”. ETA 6/4 Pascagoula,



MS



HB
 Alongside Newport, RI. Departure 6/19 for scheduled project



NF
 Alongside Charleston, SC for potential re-task of DWH response.



Departure 6/18 for DWH arrival on 6/23



RB
 Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



PC
 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 6/14 for scheduled project



R2 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 6/15 for scheduled project



TJ 


R2 PC 


NF



HB



GU



DE



RB



DY

Kodiak



FA



HA SE 


RA



KA



SH 


DJ



MF



M2



EX Guam 


ID Status Today



FA
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 6/18 Port Angeles, WA



SH
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 6/6 Newport, OR



MF
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 6/5 Newport, OR



DY
 Alongside Kodiak, AK. Departure 6/4 for scheduled project



HI Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 6/9 for scheduled project



M2
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/9 for scheduled project



SE
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA
 Alongside Cascade, OR for shipyard repair period



DJ
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 7/26



EX
 Alongside Guam. Departure 6/8 for scheduled project



= underway



= alongside
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Chartered Vessels and NOAA Small Boats



As of 03 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BR F/V Beau Rivage Chartered by NMFS - collecting samples for seafood safety analysis.  ETA Pascagoula 04 JUN.



JF R/V Jack Fitz CSA International vessel funded by NRDA.  Alongside in Port Fouchon.



GY R/V Gandy NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



CA R/V Caretta NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



HB R/V Harold B Alongside in Port Fouchon - yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City. 



PE R/V Pelican On 5-day cruise for FUGRO.  Position date not given.



BB M/V Bunny Bordelon In Port



OV R/V Ocean Veritas Characterize water column in the vicinity of the main release



RC R/V Ryan Chouest BP Charter.  In Port, Depart for Water Column studies in loop current on June 4



WS R/V Walton Smith University of Miami.  In transit for deepwater sampling near well head



BM R/V Brooks McCall BP/NOAA Charter.  In Port, DWH sampling begins 4 June



RC BM BB CA HB



GY



WS



JF



PE 
BR



OV
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Sub+Surface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Sub+Surface+Vessel+Assets
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Vessel Assignments for June 4-5, 2010

Vessel Type Complement (Maximum) 


Current Operations



Thursday June 3, 2010



Tasking for next



Operational Period



Friday June 4, 2010



Tasking for Saturday June



5



F/V Beau Rivage (NOAA



Contract)



109’ Fishing vessel 6 Fisheries



research/seafood



inspection



In transit to port In port



R/V Brooks McCall



(BP/NOAA Charter)



162’ ROV operations 32 In port In transit for deepwater



sampling



Deepwater sampling



M/V Bunny Bordelon 150’ Offshore supply



vessel



16 In port In port In port



NOAA Ship Gordon



Gunter



224’ Fisheries Research



Vessel



33 Characterize the water



column in the vicinity of



the main release then



transit to port



In port In port



M/V Jack Fitz (NOAA



Charter NRDA)



165’ 26 In port In port In port



R/V Ocean Veritas 194’ Dive support vessel 41 Characterize water



column in the vicinity of



the main release



In transit to Port



Fourchon



In transit to characterize



water column in the



vicinity of main release



R/V Ryan Chouest (BP



Contract)



215’ Offshore supply



vessel



In port Depart for Water



Column studies in loop



current



Water Column studies in



loop current



NOAA Ship Thomas



Jefferson



208’ Survey Vessel 33 In transit for water



column studies west of



source (logistical delay)



Water column studies



west of source



Water column studies



west of source



R/V Walton Smith



(University of Miami)



96’ 19 In transit for deepwater



sampling near well head



(delay due to



mechanical problems)



Deepwater sampling



near well head



Deepwater sampling



near well head



Navocean Sea Gliders 2 AUVs NA Tracking submersed



plume by fluorometry



Tracking submersed



plume by fluorometry



Tracking submersed



plume by fluorometry



Rutgers and USF gliders 3 Slocum AUVs NA Monitoring for oil in



Florida coastal waters



from Tampa to FL Keys



Monitoring for oil in



Florida coastal waters



from Tampa to FL Keys



Monitoring for oil in



Florida coastal waters



from Tampa to FL Keys



https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Command+Products
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N42 WP-3D 


N46 Twin Otter 


N48 Twin Otter 


N56 Twin Otter 


N57 Twin Otter 


N68 King Air 


Bigelow 


Delaware II 


Brown 


Foster 


Foster -potential re-task for DWH response with arrival on 23 June



Gunter 


Gunter  - may be available for additional DWH Tasking



Jefferson 


Oregon II 


Pisces 


OMAO Assets (as of 6/3/10)



Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



Possible Continuation of DWH Multi Spectral Oil



Harbor Seals



BOWFEST



Steller Sea Lions Harbor Seals BWASP



Hurricane Season



Marine Mammal Surveys



Oct
Jun Jul Aug Sep 


South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



CALNEX 


DWH Gulf Loop 


DWH Multi Spectral 


Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection Tsunami/Trop. Atl



National Coastal Mapping Priorities



F.I. Fall Plankton



Pully Ridge/Tortugas/FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



Trials/MX Groundfish 


Key West Chesapeake Bay
DWH 


Warranty 


NERW 


Longline Shark / Red Snapper



FGBNMS 


Possible DWH Marine Mammal Surveys



SEAMAP Reef Fish 


MX Cetacean Abundance 


Benthic ECOMON 


Marine Mammals Repairs 


GRNMS 


ECOMON 


DWH 
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R/V HST NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.

R/V Gandy NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



R/V Caretta NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



R/V Harold B Alongside in Port Fouchon - yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City



F/V Beau Rivage *



*Chartered by NMFS - collecting samples for seafood safety analysis.  ETA Pascagoula 04 JUN.



R/V Jack Fitz



CSA International vessel funded by NRDA.  Alongside in Port Fouchon.  Next DWH cruise 10 June



Chartered NOAA Assets (as of 6/3/10)

Jun Jul Aug Sep



NOAA Line Office Assets (as of 6/3/10)

Jun Jul Aug Sep
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R/V Pelican 


On 5-day cruise for FUGRO.



M/V  Bunny Bordelon



In Port



R/V Ocean Veritas



Characterizing water column in the vicinity of the main release



R/V Ryan Chouest



In Port, depart for Water Column studies in the loop current on June 4



R/V Walton Smith



In transit for deepwater sampling near well head



R/V Brooks McCall



In Port, DWH sampling begins 4 June



IOOS Gliders 


*No end date specified for gliders.



NAVO Gliders



No information at the time of this report.



Non-NOAA Assets (as of 6/3/10)

Jun Jul Aug Sep



DWH*



FUGRO
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Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Gunter May 27 June 4 None, GU-10-01 Spring



Icthyoplankton already completed



Repairs/ABS inspection scheduled for



6/5-6/14



GU will require min 7 days in port to address



several repair items ASAP.  GU must have



annual ABS inspection prior to June 11. No



additional DWH tasking planned until after



June 12, per RDML Kenul.



Foster May 31 June 4 NF-10-05, Grays Reef NMS loses leg 2



(6 DAS)



Assume 5 day transit from savannah to



Pascagoula to pick up for GU upon



completion of first deployment



Jefferson June 2 June 11 None Texas Fairways, FGBNMS, Approaches to Key



West following DWH work.



Foster June 5 June 19 None Impacts current plans to repair NF z-drives



during scheduled port call in Charleston. 



Possibly shift repair work to Pascagoula



following completion of DWH work.



Oregon II June 21 July 5 Rd-10-01 Summer goundfish Leg 2



loses 9 DAS (much of the area



typically surveyed during this project



is likely going to be off limits due to



the oil.)



Could shift to start one day earlier to



maintain continuity of DWH mission support



by ending Leg 1 of groundfish a day or two



early.  Ship would have to resupply with



water once.



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period
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Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water



Oregon II September



3



Septmber



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3. 



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning



Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



June 15 Hurricane Season Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf Loop Current



flights could be rescheduled around any



tasking for Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings



would delay Gulf Loop Current flights by



several days



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April September



30



Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September



30



Northeast Right Whale / BOWFEST DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



currently expected to resume June 7. 



Anticipated schedule is approximately 5



flights every 14 days.  Tasking could be flown



on Twin Otter N46RF but belly port will be



unavailable for use.  Additional crew would



be required for N46F due to crew duty day



limitations.



N68RF



King Air



April September



30



National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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Update through 2 June 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period:



 Increase of 1 turtle stranding in FL



 Increase of 2 dolphin strandings, both in FL



 Both dolphin strandings on June 2
nd 


were offshore animals from the genus Stenella



 See photos of on-water turtle directed capture operations below



Sea Turtles: 

278 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 1 from June 1)



 253 stranded (increase of 1 from June 1)



o 233 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 1 from June 1)



o 20 of the stranded were found alive (no change from June 1)



 3 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 1)



 1 turtle released alive (no change from June 1)



 16 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 1)



 25 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (no change from June 1)



o 24 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 1)



o 1 turtle collected dead (no change from June 1)



* For this event, a true stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or debilitated or is



found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys. Turtles observed



and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 233 dead stranded, 1 dead directed capture, and 3 that died



in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 1)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 1)



 50 full necropsies performed (no change from June 1)



 44 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 1)



 119 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 1 from June



1)



 Of the 67 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for the



cause of these strandings are forced submergence or acute toxicosis. 



Information on Signs of Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 1 dead stranded sea



turtle, and 2 live stranded sea turtles caught in skimming operations.



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 24 live sea turtles and



one dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Strandings:
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Update through 2 June 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from April 30
th 


through June 2nd



is 253. 



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama during this time frame (combined



range of 4-30 for LA, MS, and AL)



o Overall Northern Gulf range for recent years has been 18-46.



o From 2005 – 2009 the number of turtle strandings for the month of May has



ranged from 1 to 15 in Louisiana



o From 2005 – 2009 0 to 13 in Mississippi



o From 2005 – 2009 1 to 15 in Alabama.



o In the Florida panhandle, from 2003 – 2007, the number of strandings in May has



ranged from 13 to 37



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals:



 31 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 2



from June 1).



o 30 were dead stranded dolphins (increase of 1 from June 1)



o 1 was a live stranded dolphin that died on the beach (increase of 1 from June 1)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status:



 12 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 1)



 7 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



1)



 4 full necropsies performed (increase of 1 from June 1)



 6 Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or unable



to recover (no change from June 1)



 2 Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 2 from June 1)



Information on Signs of Oiling:



 One of the dolphins had evidence of external oil on its tongue and body and therefore is



classified as oiled.  Since the carcass was first reported in the water/oil line on the oiled
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Update through 2 June 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



beach, we are unable at this time to determine whether the animal was externally covered



in oil post mortem when the carcass came on shore or was oiled prior to death.  



Historical Strandings



 Since 30 April 2010, the observed dolphin stranding rate is higher than the historical



averages that have been documented in recent years (2003-2007) in Louisiana,



Mississippi, and Alabama.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and



reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter



of 2010. 



 For the entire Northern Gulf of Mexico, the combined observed range is 0-14 for the



years 2003 to 2007 in LA, MS, AL, and FL (Panhandle). The breakdown by state for the



range of animals historically stranding in the month of May (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-4 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-3 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-3 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 The on–water directed turtle survey operating under Unified Command was not on the



water due to weather today.  Operations are expected to continue on June 3
rd


. Louisiana



DWF did not report any new directed turtle captures, and it is unknown whether that



operation was fielded on June 2.



 Additional coordination with beach cleanup operations out of Mobile was initiated to



ensure that cleanup crews are operating in accordance with established protocols



regarding sea turtle nests.  With reports of oil anticipated to come ashore increasingly



further east along the northern Gulf shoreline, the threats to incubating nests and nesting



females are substantially increased.



 Skimmer vessels, especially a newly added vessel specifically deployed to suck up oiled



Sargassum mats, are of significant concern as far as clean up operations go. An SEC staff



member observed this prototype barge skimmer off the AL/MS coast on Jun 1 and



provided a report to the Houma ICC.  This particular vessel’s operations were suspended



due to US Coast Guard requirements, but it will likely be reactivated in the near future. 



We are working to place an observer aboard to monitor the operations to attempt to



observer any interactions with sea turtles if/when the vessel reactivates.  We continue to



work to deploy observers on other types of skimmers.
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Update through 2 June 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Photo 1:  Searching convergence/oil areas for turtles.  On-water operations under Wildlife



Branch, Unified Command.



Photo 2:  Live, oiled green turtle recovered from convergence/oil areas 1 June 2010. On-water



operations under Wildlife Branch, Unified Command.
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Update through 2 June 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Photo 3.  Live, oiled green turtle recovered from convergence/oil areas 1 June 2010. On-water



operations under Wildlife Branch, Unified Command.



Photo 4.  Live, oiled Kemp’s ridley recovered from convergence/oil areas 1 June 2010.
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Update through 2 June 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Photo 4.  Vessel of Opportunity contracted for directed on-water turtle search/capture operations,



burning of surface convergence oil/Sargassum/mix in background. 



Photo 6.  Dr. Brian Stacy (NOAA OPR sea turtle veterinarian) conducting initial cleaning of



oiled Kemp’s ridley. On-water operations under Wildlife Branch, Unified Command.
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Received(Date): Fri, 14 May 2010 11:04:30 -0400

From: "Barbara.Schroeder" <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>

Subject: Re: [Fwd: Re: [Fwd: Daily Update 5/11/10 Marine Mammal and Sea TurtleHealth and Stranding

Response - BP Deepwater Horizon Spill]]

To: Buck Sutter <Buck.Sutter@noaa.gov>

Cc: Helen Golde <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>



Hi Buck,

Just want you to know we are doing our best to be very responsive and

making sure that we follow the chain of command via the ICS, there has

been a lot of duplication of efforts which we are desperately trying to

avoid/manage.  It is very difficult with all of the various requests

coming from many different directions,   Please know that we are doing

all that we can to respond to everyone's needs as well as ensure that we

are dealing with and preparing for animals on the ground first and

foremost.  Helen has been instrumental in helping us navigate the

request for information waters.

Barbara



Buck Sutter wrote:

> also agree with Wendy, we need to be careful not to duplicate

> efforts...already too busy for that. Perhaps there needs to be a

> discussion about how we can logically handle for the long run of the

> DWH event

>

> Sara McNulty wrote:

>> Yes, definitely. We're just waiting on some data from FL, then the

>> summary will need to go through clearance.  When the final is

>> available, I'll make sure you all see what we provide.

>>

>>

>> Wendy Teas wrote:

>>> SERO folks,

>>>

>>> I have been working directly with Barbara Schroeder and Sara McNulty

>>> providing historical stranding summaries in response to this event.

>>> It seems counter-productive for a lot of people to be doing the same

>>> (or vastly similar) activities.

>>>

>>> Barbara / Sara can you please provide the folks (mostly at the SE

>>> Region) listed on this email the summary that you are providing to

>>> Dr. Lubchenco so everyone will be on the same page.

>>>

>>> Thanks,

>>> Wendy

>>>

>>> Sheryan Epperly wrote:

>>>> There are 2 sources of strandings data on our website.

>>>>> http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/seaturtleSTSSN.jsp

>>>> The online reports cover years through 2007.  You can query that

>>>> database. For the more recent years, you will need to review the

>>>> weekly report, also posted.  Attached is a run I made a few days

>>>> ago for the historical data.  Wendy's daily e-mails provide you

>>>> with up-to-date information for the northern Gulf since April 30.

>>>> David, I see that you are on that list now.

>>>>
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>>>> Yes, strandings this year are unprecedented.  Thus far, none of the

>>>> turtles are oiled and the vast majority are Kemp's ridleys.  Most

>>>> have been necropsied now and the gut contents (yes they had been

>>>> feeding - on fish) have been saved to both identify the prey and

>>>> possibly to test for biotoxins.  All are being treated as evidence

>>>> so it may be awhile before the frozen samples are processed.

>>>>

>>>> On 5/14/10 8:02 AM, Michael Barnette wrote:

>>>>> Definitely looks like this year is quite a bit higher.  Not sure

>>>>> if that's due to increased coverage due to the spill, greater

>>>>> abundance of Kemp's, or other factor (e.g., non-compliance with

>>>>> TED regulations).  There were some disclaimers on the SEFSC

>>>>> website that more recent data was preliminary, so perhaps it has

>>>>> not been updated. Will check with Wendy et al.

>>>>> Mike

>>>>>

>>>>> Michael C. Barnette

>>>>>

>>>>> On May 14, 2010, at 7:52 AM, David Bernhart

>>>>> <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov <mailto:David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>> wrote:

>>>>>

>>>>>> Great, Thanks for doing this so fast!  (You're staying up too

>>>>>> late at night, man!)

>>>>>> So, it looks like April, May, and June are the peak stranding

>>>>>> months historically, though it looks like the numbers we're

>>>>>> dealing with this year are record highs, is that right?  It also

>>>>>> looks like data from 2006, 2008, and 2009 are missing.   If

>>>>>> there's a lot of interest in these stranding data, as Buck found

>>>>>> out, we should probably find out why that is, cause we'll be asked.

>>>>>> -DB

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Michael Barnette wrote:

>>>>>>> Not sure if this will paste correctly, but here is the link I

>>>>>>> got for historical MS strandings...

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>

http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/STSSN/JDBCSTSSNYearStateMonthViewReport.jsp?yearSelections=++&stat

eSelections=++&stateSelections=MS&yearTextField=year+is+not+null&yearTextFieldDecoded=All+years

&stateTextField=statecode+in+%28%27++%27%2C%27MS%27%29+&stateTextFieldDecoded=States%

3A+ALL%2C+Mississippi&dateOfUpdateTextField=08%2F31%2F2009

>>>>>>>

<http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/STSSN/JDBCSTSSNYearStateMonthViewReport.jsp?yearSelections=++&sta

teSelections=++&stateSelections=MS&yearTextField=year+is+not+null&yearTextFieldDecoded=All+years

&stateTextField=statecode+in+%28%27++%27%2C%27MS%27%29+&stateTextFieldDecoded=States%

3A+ALL%2C+Mississippi&dateOfUpdateTextField=08%2F31%2F2009>

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> Michael C. Barnette

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> On May 13, 2010, at 11:22 PM, David Bernhart

>>>>>>> <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov <mailto:David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>> wrote:

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> Hi Mike,

>>>>>>>>
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>>>>>>>> Please see the request from Buck below for historical sea

>>>>>>>> turtle stranding numbers for MS for this time of year.  Sherry

>>>>>>>> has told me that the SEC has this info posted on-line, but I've

>>>>>>>> never successfully found it.  Will you please see if you can

>>>>>>>> find that info on line?  If not, please see if Wendy Teas has

>>>>>>>> it readily available.  If it's not readily available, and with

>>>>>>>> all the other stuff Wendy has going on, we should probably make

>>>>>>>> it a more formal request through SEC to get the historical

>>>>>>>> numbers.

>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> Thanks,

>>>>>>>> David

>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> Buck Sutter wrote:

>>>>>>>>> The stranding numbers - current and history - came up on the 8

>>>>>>>>> am call...we will be getting a tasker on this later today from

>>>>>>>>> HQ on this, so this is just an FYI

>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> ------------------------------------------------------------------------
>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> Subject:

>>>>>>>>> Re: [Fwd: Daily Update 5/11/10 Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle

>>>>>>>>> Health and Stranding Response - BP Deepwater Horizon Spill]

>>>>>>>>> From:

>>>>>>>>> Buck Sutter <buck.sutter@noaa.gov <mailto:buck.sutter@noaa.gov>>

>>>>>>>>> Date:

>>>>>>>>> Wed, 12 May 2010 23:45:40 -0400

>>>>>>>>> To:

>>>>>>>>> David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>> <mailto:David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>>

>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> To:

>>>>>>>>> David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>> <mailto:David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>>

>>>>>>>>> CC:

>>>>>>>>> Heather Blough <Heather.Blough@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>> <mailto:Heather.Blough@noaa.gov>>

>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> Thanks David, yes I think that would be beneficial. At the

>>>>>>>>> hearing tonight, there were lots of questions about sea turtle

>>>>>>>>> and bottlenose stranding questions, particularly about kemp

>>>>>>>>> ridley. Do we post standing info on our web? Folks didn't seem

>>>>>>>>> to believe that turtles stranded in MS and were upset that i

>>>>>>>>> couldn't tie it to the spill. We need to think about how to

>>>>>>>>> provide readily available and understandable stranding info

>>>>>>>>> and resultant cause and effect, if we can, especially with the

>>>>>>>>> spill event.

>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> David Bernhart wrote:

>>>>>>>>>> Hi Buck,

>>>>>>>>>> This is the e-mail I mentioned on the phone.

>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> Would you and Heather like to be added to the routine

>>>>>>>>>> distribution list for these e-mails?  Or do you have enough
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>>>>>>>>>> e-mails and would prefer one of us to filter the info and

>>>>>>>>>> alert you as needed?

>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> As I mentioned, they did have a few additional turtle

>>>>>>>>>> strandings (four, upon re-reading) and 2 dolphin strandings

>>>>>>>>>> reported but not yet collected.  What I hadn't looked at and

>>>>>>>>>> didn't know was the totals for turtle strandings shown in the

>>>>>>>>>> spreadsheet:  106 total turtles from the northern Gulf in the

>>>>>>>>>> last 12 days...

>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> One thing to bear in mind on these strandings, eastern

>>>>>>>>>> Louisiana is probably virtually unsurveyed for turtles in a

>>>>>>>>>> normal year, and we likely don't detect 100% of carcasses in

>>>>>>>>>> the better surveyed areas in MS-FL in a normal year, but

>>>>>>>>>> there's a lot of search effort and reporting going on out

>>>>>>>>>> there.  Still it's a pretty big number and we can't quantify,

>>>>>>>>>> I don't believe, how much may be from better reporting.

>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> -DB

>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> -------- Original Message --------
>>>>>>>>>> Subject:     Daily Update 5/11/10 Marine Mammal and Sea

>>>>>>>>>> Turtle Health and Stranding Response - BP Deepwater Horizon

>>>>>>>>>> Spill

>>>>>>>>>> Date:     Tue, 11 May 2010 20:35:25 -0700

>>>>>>>>>> From:     Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov <mailto:Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>

>>>>>>>>>> To:     Brian T Pawlak <Brian.T.Pawlak@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>>> <mailto:Brian.T.Pawlak@noaa.gov>>, John Foret

>>>>>>>>>> <John.Foret@noaa.gov <mailto:John.Foret@noaa.gov>>, Michael S

>>>>>>>>>> Gallagher <Michael.S.Gallagher@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>>> <mailto:Michael.S.Gallagher@noaa.gov>>, Jenni Wallace

>>>>>>>>>> <Jenni.Wallace@noaa.gov <mailto:Jenni.Wallace@noaa.gov>>,

>>>>>>>>>> Lauren B Lugo <Lauren.B.Lugo@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>>> <mailto:Lauren.B.Lugo@noaa.gov>>, ICC.NMFS@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>>> <mailto:ICC.NMFS@noaa.gov>, John.Oliver@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>>> <mailto:John.Oliver@noaa.gov>

>>>>>>>>>> CC:     Laura.Engleby@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>>> <mailto:Laura.Engleby@noaa.gov>, David.Bernhart@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>>> <mailto:David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>, erin.fougeres@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>>> <mailto:erin.fougeres@noaa.gov>, Blair.Mase@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>>> <mailto:Blair.Mase@noaa.gov>, "Barbara.Schroeder"

>>>>>>>>>> <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>>> <mailto:Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>>,

>>>>>>>>>> Trevor.Spradlin@noaa.gov <mailto:Trevor.Spradlin@noaa.gov>,

>>>>>>>>>> Helen Golde <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>>> <mailto:Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>>, Janet Whaley

>>>>>>>>>> <Janet.Whaley@noaa.gov <mailto:Janet.Whaley@noaa.gov>>, David

>>>>>>>>>> Cottingham <David.Cottingham@noaa.gov

>>>>>>>>>> <mailto:David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>>, Michael Ziccardi

>>>>>>>>>> <mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu <mailto:mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu>>,

>>>>>>>>>> Jaclyn.Taylor@noaa.gov <mailto:Jaclyn.Taylor@noaa.gov>, Sarah

>>>>>>>>>> Wilkin <Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov <mailto:Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov>>

>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> Hi All -- Attached is the daily summary for 5/11/10 from the
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>>>>>>>>>> Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding Response

>>>>>>>>>> Programs operating under the Unified Command.  There are two

>>>>>>>>>> files, a Word document and an Excel spreadsheet with daily

>>>>>>>>>> summary totals as requested.

>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> Please let us know if you have any questions.

>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>

>>

>
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Received(Date): Thu, 06 May 2010 15:05:47 -0400

From: Monica Allen <Monica.Allen@noaa.gov>

Subject: Sea Turtle talking points for Thursday, May 6, 2010

To: _HDQ Oil Spill <Oil.Spill@noaa.gov>

Turtle_talking_points_5.06.10.doc



Here are the updated talking points for sea turtles for today. Barbara

Schroeder is our expert. Please call me if you have any questions or

media requests and we'll take care of them. We'll be updating these

regularly.

Thank you,

Monica



--
Monica Allen

NOAA Communications & External Affairs

National Marine Fisheries Service

U.S. Department of Commerce

1315 East West Highway

Room 14502

Silver Spring, Md. 20910

Tel.: (301) 713-2370

Fax: (301) 713-1452

Cell: (202) 379-6693

E-mail monica.allen@noaa.gov

Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/noaa.lubchenco
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Sea turtles and oil slick talking points



5/06/10  12:35 p.m.



Background: There have been 53 sea turtle strandings reported from Alabama through the Louisiana



delta since April 30. Sea turtle stranding responders, working under the guidance of NOAA, recovered all



but one of the turtles. All those recovered were dead except one, which died shortly thereafter. Most of



the turtles identified so far are juvenile Kemp’s ridley turtles, which are endangered. 



NOAA responds to thousands of sea turtle strandings around the country every year, and has experts



who conduct necropsies when needed. These experts are examining turtles that have stranded in the



area affected by the oil spill to determine, if possible, whether their deaths are linked to oil, or another



cause. While the complete results can take several weeks because of the time needed to analyze



samples, preliminary results are available immediately after the necropsy itself, which takes several



hours.



There are five sea turtle species in the Gulf of Mexico. Kemp’s ridley, leatherback, hawksbill, and green



sea turtles are listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act; loggerhead sea turtles are listed



as threatened.



Did oil kill these sea turtles?



None of the 10 necropsied turtles showed evidence of oil, externally or internally. No evidence of oil was



found on the beaches where the strandings occurred.  Experts believe they would see evidence of oiling



if it occurred. At least 15 more necropsies of dead sea turtles are planned in the coming days. While we



do not believe that these particular strandings are spill related, we DO believe that this spill will



significantly affect sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico. The Gulf provides extremely important foraging and



nesting habitat for multiple species, and turtles are living in and migrating through the spill area now.



Why are there so many dead turtles washing up right now?



There are thousands of sea turtle strandings every year along the Gulf of Mexico and U.S. east coast,



and in recent years, sea turtles in the area of interest have experienced pulses of strandings during this



time of year. The stranding numbers we are seeing are higher than normal, however. We are working to



understand why.



Why do sea turtles die?



We know that sea turtles die of natural causes, including factors such as harmful algal blooms. Primary



human causes for sea turtle deaths in the Gulf of Mexico include fishing bycatch and vessel strikes.



Bycatch in shrimp trawls is recognized as a leading source of sea turtle mortality if Turtle Excluder



Devices (TEDs) are not properly used. Other types of fishing gear that incidentally catch and can kill sea



turtles include longline gear and gillnets.



What are you doing about the turtles sighted in the oil slick?



Overflights of the oil spill area on May 4 showed 30-50 sea turtles (species unknown) swimming in or



near the oil spill. As weather allows, NOAA will continue to do daily overflights of the slick, which will



guide mitigation efforts, such as burning of oil and application of dispersants. Through the Wildlife



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.895.1







Branch Unit of the Unified Command, we have implemented region-wide protocols for caring for turtles



in distress and four rehabilitation/de-oiling centers have been established – one in Louisiana., one in



Mississippi, and two in Florida.   Additional facilities are on standby if needed.  Protocols for addressing



issues of concern on sea turtle nesting beaches in the Gulf of Mexico have also been implemented and



NOAA is working closely with US Fish and Wildlife Service, through the Unified Command on these issues



as well.  Wildlife teams on the water have been instructed to bring any turtles in distress back to shore



for transport to the aforementioned rehabilitation facilities.  We are working very closely and actively



investigating all other feasible ways to ensure the health and safety of sea turtles to the maximum



extent possible.



If you find fish in the gut during the necropsy, does this point to a cause of death?



The presence of fish in the gut is not definitive proof of any particular cause of death and further



investigation is needed.  Sea turtles do not normally feed on fish, however, they can and will eat dead



fish.  For example, they may eat dead fish if they are near a fishing operation that has discarded dead



fish overboard.  Crabs are the preferred food of the Kemp’s ridley turtle in the northern Gulf of Mexico. 



We will be looking carefully at the gut contents of stranded turtles, and may conduct more detailed



analyses as appropriate to help inform our investigation.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>



Sent: Monday, April 26, 2010 9:07 AM



To: Lance Garrison



Cc: Chris Sasso; Lisa Belskis; Lesley Stokes



Subject: sea turtle write-up



Attachments: Resources at Risk – Sea Turtles.docx



Attached is a brief summary for Gary et al. about sea turtles at risk (from oil spill incident) in the Gulf of Mexico.  Please



look it over and ascertain nothing is at odds with the graphics that you are sending him. Team, please can you look this



over ASAP and get it back to me with any edits within the hour?



Lance, I can then send this to Gary and Ed or you can bundle it with the graphics you are sending.  Let me know.



Sherry
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Resources at Risk – Sea Turtles



Sea turtles are at risk, both in the deep waters in the vicinity of the Deepwater



Horizon rig and in nearshore and inshore (bays and sounds) waters.  At least four



species are present in the northern Gulf of Mexico and represent all life stages. 



Winter aerial surveys conducted in 2007 found loggerheads, leatherbacks, and



Kemp’s ridleys in the nearshore and offshore waters of the northern Gulf of Mexico,



and generally were more abundance in offshore.  As waters warm, the turtles



disperse farther, into the nearshore and inshore waters.  Summer (2007) and



autumn (1992-94) aerial surveys and recreational fisher intercept surveys (1991-


92) found them to be abundant in both nearshore and offshore waters.  Incidental



captures of leatherbacks and loggerheads by the pelagic longline fleet targeting



tunas and swordfish in the northern Gulf also documented their presence in



offshore waters year-round.  Additionally, cold stun events in the vicinity of St. Joe



Bay, near Cape San Blas (both inshore and nearshore waters) indicate the presence



of green turtles in the area;  small green turtles are not detected in aerial surveys.  In



January 2010, nearly over 1800 cold stunned animals (mostly green turtles, but also



included were loggerhead and Kemp’s ridleys) were found stranded. Most survived



and were released in warmer water off Cape San Blas. Nesting by the loggerhead



turtle occurs in the northern Gulf, focused primarily in the Florida Panhandle.



In the southern Gulf, in addition to the 4 species mentioned above, a fifth, the



hawksbill turtle, can be found.  There is limited nesting by the hawksbill in the



eastern Gulf/Florida Keys, but substantial nesting occurs in the eastern Gulf on the



Yucatan Peninsula, especially in Campeche, Mexico. Loggerhead nesting is high on



the beaches of southwest Florida and peak activity is in late May – early July.  The



only nesting beaches in the world for Kemp’s ridleys are in the western Gulf of



Mexico, predominately in Tamaulipas, Mexico, with limited nesting to the north



(Texas beaches) and to the south (Veracruz, Mexico); peak nesting is in late April-


early June.  After a 50-70 day incubation period, hatchlings leave the beaches in the



Gulf of Mexico and are entrained in the offshore currents where they spend time (as



much as a decade, or longer, in the case of loggerheads; about 2 years in the case of



Kemp’s ridleys) in the oceanic environment before returning to the neritic



environment as small juveniles.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>



Sent: Monday, April 26, 2010 11:11 AM



To: Lance.Garrison@noaa.gov



Cc: Gary Shigenaka; Keith.D.Mullin@noaa.gov; Blair.Mase@noaa.gov



Subject: Re: SEFSC distribution data



Attachments: Sea Turtles in GOM.docx



Thanks, Lance. This is great to see the 2007 aerial survey data all pulled together.



I want to point out two things in regards to sea turtles.  First is that small animals are not detected. This is especially



problematic with small greens and Kemp's ridleys.  A cold stun event in January 2010 showed us that there are lots of



greens in the vicinity of Cape San Blas.  The second point is that the aerial survey transects have an offshore limit. The



lack of data in the deeper waters does not mean the animals are not there.  Au contraire, the pelagic longline fishery



fishes water as deep as and deeper than the rig and regularly interacts with leatherbacks and sometimes with



loggerheads throughout the year. 



Thus, the danger is not just in the nearshore waters, but also in the offshore waters.  The current document about



resources at risk indicate that the turtle problem is mostly in waters shallower than 100 m and that isn't the case.



I've tried to summarize what we know about the species distributions in the Gulf of Mexico in the attached.  Gary, I



plagiarized the first paragraph from one of your documents because you stated the problem so clearly.



Sherry



On 4/26/10 10:57 AM, Lance.Garrison@noaa.gov wrote:



> Good morning Gary..



>



> Please find attached 4 maps showing our available distribution information for marine mammals and turtles.  In



addition to these, we have vessel survey data from the spring (April-May) of 2004 that may provide additional useful



information on marine mammals, which I should be able to provide shortly.  In short, though, once you go deeper than



the 500 m isobath, the GOM marine mammal community becomes very diverse and includes a number of different



species.



>



> For the turtles, Sheryan Epperly indicates that the current water temperatures (~21 C) are likely to represent a "warm



water" distribution.  Therefore, the summer data may be more relevant, but we are certainly in a transition period for



which we have relatively little data.  Regardless of season, it is reasonable to expect that leatherbacks, loggerheads, and



Kemp's Ridley turtles are likley in any potential impact zone in nearshore waters.



>



> Please let me know if these are good as a starting point and let me know what else I can send you.



>



> Lance



>   
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Sea Turtle Distributions in the Gulf of Mexico



Five species of endangered or threatened sea turtles inhabit the Gulf of Mexico.



These are the Kemp's ridley (Lepidochelys kempii), green (Chelonia mydas),



hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata) leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea) and



loggerhead (Caretta caretta).  While a great deal of information is available for the



turtles with respect to beach nesting areas, data are comparatively much more



limited for pelagic distributions and seasonal changes in occurrence in waters of the



Gulf.



At least four species are resident in the northern Gulf of Mexico and represent all life



stages.  Densities appear to be higher in the eastern Gulf than to the west.  Winter



aerial surveys conducted in 2007 found loggerheads, leatherbacks, and Kemp’s



ridleys in the nearshore and offshore waters of the northern Gulf of Mexico, and



generally were more offshore.  As waters warm, the turtles disperse farther, into the



nearshore and inshore (sounds and bays) waters. Aerial surveys, recreational fisher



intercept surveys, and fishery observers found sea turtles to be abundant in both



nearshore and offshore waters.  Incidental captures of leatherbacks and loggerheads



by the pelagic longline fleet targeting tunas and swordfish in the northern Gulf also



documented their presence in deep offshore waters year-round.  Additionally, cold



stun events in the vicinity of St. Joe Bay, near Cape San Blas (both inshore and



nearshore waters) indicate the presence of green turtles in the area; small green



turtles and Kemp’s ridleys are not detected in aerial surveys.  In January 2010, over



1800 cold stunned animals (mostly green turtles, but also included were loggerhead



and Kemp’s ridleys) were found stranded. Most survived and were released in



warmer water off Cape San Blas. Nesting by the loggerhead turtle occurs in the



northern Gulf, focused primarily in the Florida Panhandle.



In the southern Gulf, in addition to the 4 species mentioned above, a fifth, the



hawksbill turtle, can be found.  There is limited nesting by the hawksbill in the



eastern Gulf/Florida Keys, but substantial nesting occurs in the eastern Gulf on the



Yucatan Peninsula, especially in Campeche, Mexico. Loggerhead nesting is high on



the beaches of southwest Florida and peak activity is in late May – early July.  The



only nesting beaches in the world for Kemp’s ridleys are in the western Gulf of



Mexico, predominately in Tamaulipas, Mexico, with limited nesting to the north



(Texas beaches) and to the south (Veracruz, Mexico); peak nesting is in late April-


early June.  After a 50-70 day incubation period, hatchlings leave the beaches in the



Gulf of Mexico and are entrained in the offshore currents where they spend time (as



much as a decade, or longer, in the case of loggerheads; about 2 years in the case of



Kemp’s ridleys) in the oceanic environment before returning to the neritic



environment as small juveniles.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Sheryan Epperly [Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov]

Sent: Monday, April 26, 2010 8:25 PM

To: Teri Rowles

Cc: Lisa Belskis; Blair Mase; Trevor Spradlin; Brian Stacy; Barbara Schroeder; Janet Whaley;



Jessica White; Erin Fougeres; Laura Engleby; Dave Rotstein; Brian Stacy; Lance Garrison;

Wendy Teas



Subject: Re: CALL for Strandings and Oil Spill Response



re: (5) below.  Summaries of historical sea turtle strandings can be obtained on our

website http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/seaturtleSTSSN.jsp



The problem is that we're missing quite a bit of data for Florida in both 2008 and 2009.

The zeros in the tables don't always mean no strandings, but also can mean (as in this

case) no data submitted (yet).



We'll get you (3),  (4), and (6) ASAP.



On 4/26/10 6:54 PM, Teri Rowles wrote:

> Thank you for the call.

>

> Summary of tasks outlined in the stranding call, please edit, did I

> leave anything out?

>

> 1.  Rhonda Murgatroyb (BP wildlife branch) and Jessica White (NOAA)

> will ask Unified Command

>    a.  how we want to handle marine mammal and sea turtle response on

> oiled beaches if many of our normal responders have not had HAZWOPR

> (24hours) or HAZCOM (8 hours) training (options to consider are

> bringing in outside folks or providing training)

>    b.  Oil sample handling and shipping protocols or storage if that

> is the preferred option 2.  SEFSC/SERO will provide list of assets and

> responders in the area that will have capacity for response to

> injured, oiled or stranded marine mammals (including assets for rehab,

> necropsy or freezing) This will include a list of trained personnel (8

> hour and 24 hour and date of last training) 3.  SEFSC/SERO will

> provide communication tree and contact information for stranded

> animals (both turtles and marine mammals) on shore in non-oiled areas,

> stranded animals on shore in oiled areas (depends on

> 1 above), and animals injured, dead or sighted in oiled waters.

> 4.  SEFSC/PR will provide injured, ill or oiled sea turtle handling

> protocol if sighted by boat in water and outline communication

> strategy.  This would include bringing the turtle to port for treatment.

> 5.  SEFSC/SERO will provide historic stranding data (sea turtles and

> marine mammals) for April, May, June for the panhandle of Florida, MS,

> AL, and LA so that everyone is aware of what the natural stranding

> rates would be and may help us evaluate resources needed.

> 6.  SEFSC/PR will provide observation sheets for the OPS group to use

> for vessels on the water and aerial assets to report animal sightings,

> behavior, etc so that the appropriate data is collected.

> 7.  PR will talk with west coast folks to see what personnel would be

> available that is both HAZWOPR and sea turtle/marine mammal trained.

> (note:  talked with Mike Zaccardi and he has The Marine Mammal Center

> and Sea World San Diego that have sea turtle and appropriate oil spill

> response training and both have small cetacean rehab experience- he

> will send us information on who is available) 8.  PR will provide oil

> spill response manual for marine mammals and necropsy protocols for

> review as well as start draft fact sheet for impacts on marine mammals

> and sea turtles.

> 9.  SEFSC/PR/SERO will hold a conference call tomorrow with all the

> marine mammal stranding leads for each state within the potential

> impact area to cover protocols, communications, actions and training.

> (I thought the turtle team might be doing the same, is that right?)
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>

> On unoiled beaches:  stranding response reporting as normal and all

> animals examined for ingested or external oil.

> On oiled beaches:  first responders will likely be non-stranding

> personnel and we will await list of trained personnel and information

> from Unified Command.

> Zaccardi is available to do training if we need that done.

>

> Teri Rowles wrote:

>> All,   We will have a call at 3:30 CENTRAL time (4:30 eastern time)

>> to discuss stranding readiness and operations for marine mammals and

>> turtles including communication strategies.  The call in information is:

>>

>> 



#

>>

>> Blair is planning a call with our stranding network responders in

>> this region tomorrow to clarify operations and communications.  Some

>> of our stranding responders are not exactly plugged into the ICS and

>> Oil Spill Response.

>> Those in SSMC 3, we have room 10817.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Sheryan Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>



Sent: Thursday, May 20, 2010 9:14 AM



To: Bonnie Ponwith; Theo Brainerd; Brion Cook; Peter Thompson; Jim Bohnsack; Lance



Garrison



Subject: Turtle Update - May 20, 2010



Attachments: Stranded Turtles - Non-oiled and Oiled.xls; Mammal_Turtle_Daily_Report_19_May.pdf;



Mammal_Turtle_Data_19_May.xls



The biggest news is that as of this morning, we seem to be getting quite a bit more information on the NRDA



calls and the daily reports. We should now get on a regular basis the daily reports from the Wildlife Branch and



I will include them each day. Attached please find key activities of the Mammal/Turtle Group over the last



operational period (19 May), as well as updated totals (text and spreadsheet). Note that the first tab is a



summary table as requested.



Wendy continues to coordinate the strandings response. See her report below and attached detailed spreadsheet.



Sherry worked on communications to gain access to information about response and planning, and now that



information is flowing in (thanks Bonnie). The materials are distributed to staff as needed. She also is pursuing



information about the GOM SEAMAP program and the possibility of using it for baseline turtle CPUE



data. Her contacts are Karen Mitchell and Jeff Rester (GSMFC).



Paul is working on puling together all the material on the GOM that had been excised from the AMAPPS



proposal so that we have something to start with for our discussions with MMS next week re: GOM work.



Kate volunteered to research LIDAR and it's applicability for sea turtle surveys.



Lisa and Chris were standing down re: oil spill yesterday.



-------- Original Message --------


Subject: 5/19 - Strandings Update - Un-oiled and Oiled



Date: Wed, 19 May 2010 19:02:49 -0400



From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov



To: Barbara.Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Michael Ziccardi <mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu>,



Teri Rowles <Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>, Sheryan.Epperly <Sheryan.Epperly@noaa.gov>, Lisa Belskis



<Lisa.Belskis@noaa.gov>, Chris Sasso <Chris.Sasso@noaa.gov>, Brian Stacy



<Brian.Stacy@noaa.gov>, Elizabeth Tuohy-Sheen <Elizabeth.Tuohy-Sheen@noaa.gov>, Sarah



Wilkin <Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov>, Jaclyn Taylor <Jaclyn.Taylor@noaa.gov>, Karen.Mitchell



<Karen.Mitchell@noaa.gov>



CC: nmfs.ser.emergency.consult@noaa.gov



4 sea turtles were verified today:



FL - 2



AL - 1



MS - 1
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In addition, the following additions/corrections were made for



previous



days:



5/14 - 5/15 FG - the tagged turtle originally reported from Tyndall



AFB



as a CM on 5/14 was verified to have been the CC collected on Tyndall



AFB on 5/15 - species on 5/14 report changed to CC and 5/15 report



deleted from the Excel file.



There were 6 late reports added to the Excel file - 1 from 5/15 - FL;



5



from 5/18 - 1 FL, 1 AL, 2 MS, 1 LA.



Pending reports:



There was one turtle that had been reported in MS today that was



searched for but not found.



There was one live turtle in AL that was recovered entangled in a



piece



of discarded gill net in Mobile Bay - response is currently ongoing



for



this animal and it will be added to the Excel file tomorrow when all



of



the information is available.
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(From strongest to least strong lines of evidence)



Criteria For Establishing Oiling Status of Stranded Marine Mammals or Turtles



Oiling Status Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



4)   Evidence of pathological changes strongly associated with oil exposure on necropsy: Acute respiratory damage or



pathology, acute damage or significant irritation to ocular tissues or mucous membranes.



1)   Evidence of external oiling.



2)   Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity or gastrointestinal tract



1)   Oiled: Meet Criteria 1, 2, and/or 3 below.



2)   Suspect: Meet Criteria 4, 5, and/or 6 below.



3)   Unoiled: Do not meet criteria below.



4)   Pending: Evaluation not yet completed.



3)   Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in gastrointestinal tract



3)   All stranded animals will be grossly evaluated by necropsy (cetacea at site of stranding or at the primary care



facility if logistically feasible, sea turtles at the primary care facility or at a designated remote pathology center).  If



animals meet Criteria 1-5 above, full sampling following the appropriate Guidelines will be done.



5)   Strandings in the “declared spill area”.



6)   Strandings adjacent to the “declared spill area” within a specified distance that affected mammals or turtles may



travel after being affected (distance to be determined upon daily consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning



Section and the NRDA Unit).



Procedures for Determining Oiling Status in Marine Mammals or Sea Turtles



1)   Upon report of stranded animal, designated members of the Wildlife Branch (trained to appropriate evidence



collection and Chain of Custody procedure) will be dispatched to the site for initial evaluation.



2)   All animals within the designated spill area will be immediately externally evaluated, sampled, and photographed



following NOAA’s “Marine Mammal Oil Spill Response Guidelines” or the established “Sea Turtle MS 252 Response



Guidelines”.  All animals within the specified distance determined above will be immediately externally evaluated



and, if suspicious, will be externally sampled.



(For this operational period, the margins of the "declared spill area" ranges from the TX-LA border to
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16



Species Total 


TOTAL Dolphins



Live Dead



3)   Unoiled: Do not meet criteria below.



16



4)   Pending: Evaluation not yet completed.



1)   Oiled: Meet Criteria 1, 2, and/or 3 below.



2)   Suspect: Meet Criteria 4, 5, and/or 6 below.



6)   Strandings adjacent to the “declared spill area” within a specified distance that affected mammals or turtles may travel after being affected (distance to be determined upon daily consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit).



(For this operational period, the margins of the "declared spill area" ranges from the TX-LA border to Appalachicola, FL)



Oiling Status Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



Criteria For Establishing Oiling Status of Stranded Marine Mammals or Turtles



(From strongest to least strong lines of evidence)



1)   Evidence of external oiling.



2)   Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity or gastrointestinal tract



3)   Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in gastrointestinal tract



4)   Evidence of pathological changes strongly associated with oil exposure on necropsy: Acute respiratory damage or pathology, acute damage or significant irritation to ocular tissues or mucous membranes.



5)   Strandings in the “declared spill area”.
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled



12 Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2 17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2 18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16 Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Dead



0



Date



Totals



TOTAL Whales



Live 


6)   Strandings adjacent to the “declared spill area” within a specified distance that affected mammals or turtles may travel after being affected (distance to be determined upon daily consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit).



(For this operational period, the margins of the "declared spill area" ranges from the TX-LA border to Appalachicola, FL)



4)   Evidence of pathological changes strongly associated with oil exposure on necropsy: Acute respiratory damage or pathology, acute damage or significant irritation to ocular tissues or mucous membranes.
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Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect



0 0 Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Date



Totals



TOTAL Manatees



Live Dead



0



6)   Strandings adjacent to the “declared spill area” within a specified distance that affected mammals or turtles may travel after being affected (distance to be determined upon daily consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit).



4)   Evidence of pathological changes strongly associated with oil exposure on necropsy: Acute respiratory damage or pathology, acute damage or significant irritation to ocular tissues or mucous membranes.
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Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled



0 0 0 Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 18-May-10 1 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 19-May-10 0 0 0 1 0



0 0 0 Category Totals 1 0 0 9 0



Species Total 


Dead Date



Totals



TOTAL Turtles



Live



178
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Suspect Unoiled Pending



0
 0 0 0



0 0 11 11



0 0 7 7



0 0 10 11



0 0 3 4



0 7 161 178



TOTAL Turtles



Dead
 Date



Totals
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Total Stranded Dolphins 16



   Total dead stranded dolphins 16



   Total live stranded dolphins current in rehabilitation 0



   Total live dolphins stranded that died in care 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status



   Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 8



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 7



   Number of full necropsies performed 1



   Observed strandings but animals not collected, or waiting necropsy 0



Total Stranded Whales 0



   Total dead stranded whales 0



   Total live stranded whales current in rehabilitation 0



   Total live whale stranded that died in care 0



Whale Necropsy Status



   Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 0



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



   Number of full necropsies performed 0



   Observed strandings but animals not collected, or waiting necropsy 0



Total Stranded Manatees 0



   Total dead stranded manatees 0



   Total live stranded manatees current in rehabilitation 0



   Total live manatees stranded that died in care 0



Manatee Necropsy Status



   Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 0



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



   Number of full necropsies performed 0



   Observed strandings but animals not collected, or waiting necropsy 0



Total Stranded Turtles 178



   Total dead stranded turtles 168



   Total live turtles current in rehabilitation 8



   Total live turtles that died in care 2



Turtle Necropsy Status



Dolphin Necropsy Status



Whale Necropsy Status



Manatee Necropsy Status



Turtle Necropsy Status
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   Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 7



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



   Number of full necropsies performed 50



   Observed strandings but animals not collected, or waiting necropsy 94
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 12



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 16



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 6 May-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 6 May-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 6 May-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 6 May-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8



Species Total 


Dolphins - ALABAMA



Dolphins - FLORIDA



Live Dead



8



Dead



6



Dolphins - MISSISSIPPI



Live 


Dolphins - LOUISIANA



Live Dead



16



Dead
Live 


2



Live Dead



TOTAL Dolphins



Date



Totals



0
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Group Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 6 May-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Whales - MISSISSIPPI



Dead
Live 


Live Dead



Date



Totals



Live 


Whales - FLORIDA



Live Dead



0



0



Whales - ALABAMA



TOTAL Whales



0



Dead



0



Whales - LOUISIANA



Live 


0



Dead
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 6 May-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Group Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 6 May-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


0



0



Dead



0



Manatees - LOUISIANA



Live 


0



Dead



Manatees - MISSISSIPPI



Live 


Manatees - FLORIDA



Live Dead



Manatees - ALABAMA



Live Dead



TOTAL Manatees



0



Dead
Live 
Date



Totals
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 8 0 0 7 130 145



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 7



18-May-10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 11



19-May-10 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 4



Category Totals 1 0 0 9 0 0 7 161 178



Species Group Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 6 May-15 May 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 9



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2



19-May-10 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1



TOTALS 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 16



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 20



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 27



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 78



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1



TOTALS 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 83



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 23



16-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9



17-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2



18-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 35



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



18-May-10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-May-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 1



Turtles - Dedicated On-Water Turtle Surveys



Live Dead



Live Dead



Turtles - LOUISIANA



Turtles - FLORIDA



Dead



Dead



32



39



Live 


Turtles - MISSISSIPPI



Live Dead



87



Live 


Turtles - ALABAMA



Date



Totals



19



TOTAL Turtles



Live Dead



178
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Overview of Wildlife Branch - Marine Mammal/Sea Turtle Group Activities: As of 19 May 2010 at 1800



Submitted: Sarah Wilkin, Barbara Schroeder, Teri Rowles & Michael Ziccardi



� The total number of sea turtle and dolphins documented since 30 April within the



“designated spill area” is 178 turtles [Strandings: 169 dead and 8 alive (of which two died in



rehab); At-Sea Recovery: 1 live] and sixteen (16) dead dolphins. Only the one live at-sea



captured sea turtle has had visible evidence of external or internal oil.



� Four (4) stranded dead sea turtles (2 in FL, 1 in AL, 1 in MS) were documented on 19 May. 



An additional two turtles (1 in AL, 1 in MS) have been reported, but have not been verified



as of this report.  Six additional turtles were confirmed today on turtles that had been



reported prior to today, and the summary spreadsheet has been updated accordingly.



� Zero (0) marine mammals were confirmed stranded on 19 May.  For the animal reported on



18 May near Empire, LA, the recovery effort to collect the animal for necropsy will be



performed tomorrow (utilizing a USFWS helicopter and a Plaquemines Parish flatbed truck). 



An additional one (1) dolphin was reported but not confirmed.  



� This morning, marine mammal biologists with Louisiana Department of Wildlife and



Fisheries responded to a report of dolphins swimming in oil near Bay Joe Wise Island.  They



observed a group of 10-15 dolphins swimming and exhibiting normal dolphin behavior. No



signs of distress were observed. At the time of marine mammal observations, no oil was



observed in the area; however, the original reporters observed a slick approx 400 yds long



and 8 inches wide.



� On-water surveys to locate and assess turtles were placed on hold today due to logistical



constraints with scheduling and availability of an appropriate boat.  The surveys will



continue on 20 May, with Audubon Aquarium of the Americas continuing to be on standby



for receiving any collected turtles.  Helicopter support will continue to be provided through



Air Ops with observers from SEFSC.



� The Wildlife Branch in the St Petersburg ICC has been established and the Houma ICC



hosted a call with FFWC staff tasked with developing the Wildlife Management Plan and



associated protocols.  The Houma ICC Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Group Supervisor (M.



Ziccardi) will follow up with the St Pete Wildlife Branch Director to ensure that the



developing marine mammal/sea turtle components of this ICC work within the established



structure.



� A call was held today to discuss the manatee response plan and supporting documents. 



Additional information was provided by the USFWS and will be promptly reviewed by the



Mammal Unit.  Additionally, a 1-pager is being developed to provide to oil spill response



crews that might encounter manatees (either stranded or in the water).



� Capacity to store all carcasses collected, particularly of sea turtles, is becoming an issue and



is predicted to increase.  The turtle response team requested guidance on being able to



dispose of very decomposed carcasses (turtles where the coelomic cavity is no longer



intact).  The Wildlife Branch will consult Enforcement and NRDA on this issue.
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Date Species Condition State Location



4/30/2010 LK Decomposed MS Waveland



4/30/2010 LK Decomposed MS Waveland



4/30/2010 LK Decomposed MS Waveland



4/30/2010 LK Decomposed MS Waveland



4/30/2010 LK Alive-later died MS Long Beach



5/1/2010 UN* Decomposed LA Elmers Island



5/1/2010 UN* Decomposed LA Elmers Island



5/1/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian



5/1/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian



5/1/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian



5/1/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian



5/1/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian



5/1/2010 LK Decomposed MS Long Beach/Pass Christian area



5/1/2010 LK Decomposed MS Long Beach/Pass Christian area



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed AL need location info



5/2/2010 LK Fresh Dead AL Dauphin Island



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Decomposed AL Dauphin Island



5/3/2010 LK Decomposed AL Dauphin Island



5/3/2010 LK Decomposed AL Mobile Bay



5/3/2010 LK "Fairly Fresh" LA Slidell area



5/3/2010 UN Unknown LA Slidell area, Lake Pontchartrain



5/3/2010 LK Decomposed LA Grand Isle



5/3/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/4/2010 LK Decomposed AL Dauphin Island



5/4/2010 LK Decomposed AL Mobile Bay



5/4/2010 LK Decomposed AL Mobile Bay



5/4/2010 LK Decomposed AL AL, awaiting location info



5/4/2010 LK Dead MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/4/2010 LK Dead MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/4/2010 UN Dead MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/4/2010 LK Dead MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area
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5/5/2010 LK Decomposed AL Mobile Bay



5/5/2010 LK "Fairly Fresh" LA Elmers Island



5/5/2010 LK Dead MS Gulfport area



5/5/2010 LK Dead MS Waveland



5/5/2010 UN* Dead MS Biloxi/Ocean Springs area



5/6/2010 LK Decomposed AL Dauphin Island



5/6/2010 LK Decomposed AL Dauphin Island



5/6/2010 LK Decomposed MS Waveland



5/6/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian



5/6/2010 LK Decomposed MS Bay St. Louis



5/6/2010 LK Decomposed MS Floating north of Ship Island



5/7/2010 LK Decomposed AL Mobile Bay



5/7/2010 LK Decomposed AL Dauphin Island



5/7/2010 LK Dead LA floating near Slidell



5/7/2010 UN Decomposed MS Waveland



5/7/2010 LK Decomposed MS Waveland



5/7/2010 LK Decomposed MS Waveland



5/7/2010 LK Decomposed MS Waveland



5/7/2010 LK Decomposed MS Waveland



5/7/2010 LK Decomposed MS Gulfport 



5/7/2010 LK Decomposed MS Floating - Pass Christian, Henderson Pt



5/8/2010 LK Decomposed AL Dauphin Island



5/8/2010 LK Decomposed AL awaiting location info



5/8/2010 CC Fresh Dead FG Panama City Beach



5/8/2010 CC Alive FG Panama City area



5/8/2010 LK Decomposed FG Panama City area



5/8/2010 LK Decomposed LA Holly Beach



5/8/2010 LK Decomposed MS Long Beach



5/8/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian



5/8/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian



5/8/2010 LK Decomposed MS Pass Christian



5/8/2010 UN* Decomposed MS Waveland



5/8/2010 LK Decomposed MS Biloxi



5/8/2010 UN* Decomposed MS Biloxi



5/8/2010 CC Dead MS Horn Island



5/9/2010 LK Dead MS Gulfport



5/9/2010 LK Dead MS Gulfport



5/9/2010 LK Dead MS Pass Christian



5/9/2010 LK Dead MS Pass Christian



5/10/2010 CC Dead FG Panama City Beach



5/10/2010 UN* Dead AL Dauphin Island



5/10/2010 UN* Dead AL Bayou La Batre



5/10/2010 LK Dead MS Bay St. Louis



5/10/2010 LK Dead MS floating in MS sound, N of Horn Island



5/10/2010 UN* Dead LA Grand Isle



5/10/2010 UN* Dead LA Elmers Island



5/10/2010 LK Dried carcass LA Holly Beach to Constance Beach area



5/10/2010 LK Dried carcass LA Holly Beach to Constance Beach area



5/10/2010 LK Dried carcass LA Holly Beach to Constance Beach area



5/10/2010 LK Dried carcass LA Holly Beach to Constance Beach area



5/10/2010 LK Dried carcass LA Holly Beach to Constance Beach area



5/11/2010 CM Dead FG Pensacola
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5/11/2010 LK Dead AL Mobile Bay



5/11/2010 CC Dead MS Long Beach



5/11/2010 LK Dead LA Fourchon Beach



5/11/2010 LK Dead LA Fourchon Beach



5/12/2010 CC Dead FG St Joseph Bay area



5/12/2010 LK Dead MS Waveland/BaySt.Louis/LongBeach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead MS Waveland/BaySt.Louis/LongBeach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead MS Waveland/BaySt.Louis/LongBeach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead MS Waveland/BaySt.Louis/LongBeach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead MS Waveland/BaySt.Louis/LongBeach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead MS Waveland/BaySt.Louis/LongBeach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead LA Mae's/Holly Beach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead LA Mae's/Holly Beach area



5/12/2010 LK Alive LA Mae's/Holly Beach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead LA Grand Isle



5/13/2010 CC Decomposed FG Perdido Key



5/13/2010 CM Fairly fresh AL Ft. Morgan Peninsula



5/13/2010 LK Decomposed AL Dauphin Island



5/13/2010 LK Decomposed AL Mobile Bay



5/13/2010 LK Dried carcass AL Mobile Bay



5/13/2010 CC Dead AL Ft. Morgan Peninsula



5/13/2010 LK Dead MS Pass Christian



5/13/2010 CC Dead MS Ship Island



5/13/2010 LK Dead LA Grand Terre



5/13/2010 LK Dead LA Grand Isle



5/13/2010 EI Dried carcass LA east of Holly Beach



5/13/2010 LK Dried carcass LA east of Holly Beach



5/13/2010 LK Dead LA found floating, awaiting location info



5/14/2010 CC Alive FG east Walton county



5/14/2010 LK Dead FG near Gulfbreeze, Gulf Is. Nat. Seashore



5/14/2010 CC Dried carcass FG Tyndall AFB



5/14/2010 UN* Dead AL Dauphin Island



5/14/2010 UN* Dead MS Waveland



5/14/2010 UN* Dead MS Bay St. Louis



5/14/2010 LK Alive MS awaiting location info



5/14/2010 LK Alive LA Holly Beach



5/15/2010 CC Decomposed FG Crooked Island



5/15/2010 LK Dead MS Bay St. Louis



5/15/2010 LK Dead MS Waveland



5/15/2010 LK Dead MS Pascagoula



5/15/2010 LK Alive MS awaiting location info



5/15/2010 LK Alive MS awaiting location info



5/16/2010 CM Dried carcass AL Little Dauphin Island



5/16/2010 LK Dead MS Waveland



5/16/2010 LK Dried carcass LA Cameron Parish beaches



5/16/2010 LK Dried carcass LA Cameron Parish beaches



5/16/2010 LK Dried carcass LA Cameron Parish beaches



5/16/2010 LK Dried carcass LA Cameron Parish beaches



5/16/2010 LK Dried carcass LA Cameron Parish beaches



5/16/2010 LK Dried carcass LA Cameron Parish beaches



5/16/2010 LK Dried carcass LA Cameron Parish beaches



5/16/2010 LK Dried carcass LA Cameron Parish beaches
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5/16/2010 CC Dried carcass LA Cameron Parish beaches



5/17/2010 CM Decomposed FG Panama City Beach



5/17/2010 LK Decomposed FG Perdido Key, Gulf Islands NS



5/17/2010 CC Decomposed FG Santa Rosa unit, Gulf Islands NS



5/17/2010 CM Decomposed FG Miramar Beach, Walton Co



5/17/2010 UN* Dead AL Dauphin Island



5/17/2010 LK Dead LA Bayou Rigaud, floating



5/17/2010 LK Dead LA Lake Pontchartrain, floating



5/18/2010 CC Decomposed FG Santa Rosa Beach, Walton Co



5/18/2010 CC Decomposed FG Crooked Island



5/18/2010 UN* Dead AL south of Fowl River, Mobile Bay



5/18/2010 LK Dead AL Dauphin Island



5/18/2010 UN* Dead AL Coden



5/18/2010 LK Dead AL Mobile Bay



5/18/2010 LK Dead MS Pass Christian



5/18/2010 UN Dried carcass MS Cat Island



5/18/2010 UN Dried carcass MS Cat Island



5/18/2010 LK Alive LA found floating, offshore Louisiana



5/18/2010 LK Decomposed LA Fourchon Beach



5/19/2010 CC Alive FG Pensacola Beach



5/19/2010 CC Decomposed FG Panama City Beach



5/19/2010 LK Dead AL Dauphin Island



5/19/2010 LK Dead MS Ocean Springs



*Additional information regarding species and condition of these animals will be forthcoming



Turtles with evidence of external oil are highlighted in yellow
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Comments



necropsied 5/1/10; fish bones in stomach and body cavity, crab parts in large intestine



necropsied 5/1/10; gi tract full of fish bones and small amount of crab parts



necropsied 5/1/10; fish bones found in intestine and body cavity



necropsied 5/1/10; fish bones in body cavity



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



not reported until 5/4/10; carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area; buried



not reported until 5/4/10; carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area; buried



necropsied 5/1/10; fish bones in GI tract



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area at time



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area at time



necropsied 5/3/10; fish bones in body cavity



necropsied 5/3/10; fish bones in gi tract



necropsied 5/3/10; fish bones in body cavity



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area



not reported until 5/6/10; carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, really nasty decomposed, buried



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at AOA



turtle reported but could not be located by STSSN personnel



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at AOA



necropsied 5/3/10; small gastropods in body cavity-appears to be target prey items-sizes ranged from ~1 cm-3.5 cm in length



necropsied 5/3/10; fish bones in gi tract



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area at time



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area at time



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area at time



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS; too decomposed to ID species



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS
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frozen for future necropsy / analysis at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at AOA; no sign of oil; outside of current event area



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



will be frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at AOA



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS; found in two pieces on beach



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World



taken to Gulf World, died w/in 24 hours



frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World



salvaged for future necropsy / analysis at AOA; picked up on 5/10/10



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis; picked up on 5/10/10



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



parts of turtle only, salvaged for ID and analysis



smashed carcass, run over on beach?, salvaged for ID and analysis



swab sample taken; buried on beach



swab sample taken; buried on beach



swab sample taken; buried on beach



swab sample taken; buried on beach



swab sample taken; buried on beach



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium
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frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



taken to AOA for rehab



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



swab sample taken; left on beach



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



swab sample taken; left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; left on beach, falling apart



taken to AOA for necropsy



taken to Gulf World for rehab



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



carcass reported w/tags, carcass recovered 5/15, frozen at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



taken to IMMS for rehab; incidentally captured on hook and line



taken to AOA for rehab



carcass recovered 5/18, frozen at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



will be frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



taken to IMMS for rehab; incidentally captured on hook and line



taken to IMMS for rehab; incidentally captured on hook and line



swab sample taken, carcass salvaged at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart
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swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



frozen for future necropsy at Panama City freezer truck



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



frozen at IMMS



frozen at IMMS



externally oiled turtle; taken to AOA for rehab



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



taken to Gulfarium for rehab; small ~28 cm length



frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS
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necropsied 5/3/10; small gastropods in body cavity-appears to be target prey items-sizes ranged from ~1 cm-3.5 cm in length
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Wendy Teas <Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>



Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 9:37 AM



To: Barbara.Schroeder; Michael Ziccardi; Teri Rowles; Sheryan.Epperly; Bonnie Ponwith; Lisa



Belskis; Chris Sasso; Brian Stacy; HoumaICC MMST; _NMFS SER Emergency Consult;



vcornish@mmc.gov; Karen.Mitchell



Subject: 5/31 Strandings and Live Capture Update - Non-oiled and Oiled Turtles



Attachments: Stranded Turtles - Non-oiled and Oiled.xls



I was unable to send email from my NOAA account yesterday evening.  Here is the turtle report for 5/31.



There was 1 stranding reported/verified today:



FL - 0



AL - 0



MS - 0



LA - 1 Kemp's ridley - this oiled turtle was recovered alive by a



skimmer boat "Gulf Scout", cleaned with Dawn on board boat by USCG,



picked up by LDWF Enforcement vessel and transported to shore for



transfer to AOA for rehab.



*NOTE:  I think we need to revisit calling the skimmer recovered turtles



strandings (as has been done previously).  This could end up getting



very confusing having on-water captured turtles called two different



things.*



There was one late stranding report added for 5/30:



FL - loggerhead, found on Cape San Blas.



There were 7 oiled turtles recovered alive, offshore Louisiana, by the



directed on-water turtle survey vessels today - 6 Kemp's ridleys and 1



green turtle, all pelagic size animals.  All of these turtles have been



transported to AOA for de-oiling and rehab.
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Date Species Condition State Location



4/30/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



4/30/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



4/30/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



4/30/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



4/30/2010 LK Alive-died in rehab MS Long Beach



5/1/2010 UN* Dead-not salvaged LA Elmers Island



5/1/2010 UN* Dead-not salvaged LA Elmers Island



5/1/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian



5/1/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian



5/1/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian



5/1/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian



5/1/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian



5/1/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Long Beach/Pass Christian area



5/1/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Long Beach/Pass Christian area



5/2/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged AL need location info



5/2/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/2/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/2/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/3/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/3/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged AL Mobile Bay



5/3/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Slidell area



5/3/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Grand Isle



5/3/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/3/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/4/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/4/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged AL Mobile Bay



5/4/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged AL Mobile Bay



5/4/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL AL, awaiting location info



5/4/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/4/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/4/2010 UN Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/4/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian/Bay St. Louis area



5/5/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Mobile Bay
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5/5/2010 CM Dead-salvaged LA Elmers Island



5/5/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Gulfport area



5/5/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



5/5/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged MS Biloxi/Ocean Springs area



5/6/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/6/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/6/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



5/6/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian



5/6/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Bay St. Louis



5/6/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Floating north of Ship Island



5/7/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Mobile Bay



5/7/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/7/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA floating near Slidell



5/7/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 CC Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/7/2010 UN Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



5/7/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



5/7/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



5/7/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



5/7/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



5/7/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Gulfport



5/7/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Floating - Pass Christian, Henderson Pt



5/8/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/8/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL awaiting location info



5/8/2010 CC Dead-salvaged FG Panama City Beach



5/8/2010 CC Alive-died in rehab FG Panama City area



5/8/2010 LK Dead-salvaged FG Panama City area



5/8/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Holly Beach



5/8/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Long Beach



5/8/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian



5/8/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian



5/8/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian



5/8/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



5/8/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Biloxi



5/8/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged MS Biloxi



5/8/2010 CC Dead-salvaged MS Horn Island



5/9/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Gulfport



5/9/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Gulfport



5/9/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian



5/9/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian
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5/10/2010 CC Dead-salvaged FG Panama City Beach



5/10/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/10/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged AL Bayou La Batre



5/10/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Bay St. Louis



5/10/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS floating in MS sound, N of Horn Island



5/10/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged LA Grand Isle



5/10/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged LA Elmers Island



5/10/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Holly Beach



5/10/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Holly Beach



5/10/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Holly Beach



5/10/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Holly Beach



5/10/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Holly Beach



5/11/2010 CM Dead-salvaged FG Pensacola



5/11/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Mobile Bay



5/11/2010 CC Dead-salvaged MS Long Beach



5/11/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Fourchon Beach



5/11/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Fourchon Beach



5/12/2010 CC Dead-salvaged FG St Joseph Bay area



5/12/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland/BaySt.Louis/LongBeach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland/BaySt.Louis/LongBeach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland/BaySt.Louis/LongBeach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland/BaySt.Louis/LongBeach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland/BaySt.Louis/LongBeach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland/BaySt.Louis/LongBeach area



5/12/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Mae's Beach



5/12/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Mae's Beach



5/12/2010 LK Alive-taken to rehab LA Mae's Beach



5/12/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Grand Isle



5/13/2010 CC Dead-salvaged FG Perdido Key



5/13/2010 CM Dead-salvaged AL Ft. Morgan Peninsula



5/13/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/13/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Mobile Bay



5/13/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Mobile Bay



5/13/2010 CC Dead-salvaged AL Ft. Morgan Peninsula



5/13/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian



5/13/2010 CC Dead-not salvaged MS Ship Island



5/13/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Grand Terre



5/13/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Grand Isle



5/13/2010 EI Dead-not salvaged LA east of Holly Beach



5/13/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA east of Holly Beach



5/13/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA found floating, awaiting location info



5/14/2010 CC Alive-taken to rehab FG east Walton county



5/14/2010 LK Dead-salvaged FG near Gulfbreeze, Gulf Is. Nat. Seashore



5/14/2010 CC Dead-salvaged FG Tyndall AFB



5/14/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/14/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



5/14/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged MS Bay St. Louis



5/14/2010 LK Alive-taken to rehab MS awaiting location info



5/14/2010 LK Alive-taken to rehab LA Mae's Beach



5/15/2010 CC Dead-salvaged FG Crooked Island



5/15/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Bay St. Louis



5/15/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland
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5/15/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pascagoula



5/15/2010 LK Alive-taken to rehab MS awaiting location info



5/15/2010 LK Alive-taken to rehab MS awaiting location info



5/16/2010 CM Dead-salvaged AL Little Dauphin Island



5/16/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Waveland



5/16/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Long Beach



5/16/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Long Beach



5/16/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Mae's Beach



5/16/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Constance Beach



5/16/2010 CC Dead-not salvaged LA Holly Beach



5/16/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Holly Beach



5/16/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/16/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Rutherford Beach



5/16/2010 LK Dead-not salvaged LA Cameron Parish beaches



5/17/2010 CM Dead-salvaged FG Panama City Beach



5/17/2010 LK Dead-salvaged FG Perdido Key, Gulf Islands NS



5/17/2010 CC Dead-salvaged FG Santa Rosa unit, Gulf Islands NS



5/17/2010 CM Dead-salvaged FG Miramar Beach, Walton Co



5/17/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/17/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Bayou Rigaud, floating



5/17/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Lake Pontchartrain, floating



5/18/2010 CC Dead-salvaged FG Santa Rosa Beach, Walton Co



5/18/2010 CC Dead-salvaged FG Crooked Island



5/18/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged AL south of Fowl River, Mobile Bay



5/18/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/18/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged AL Coden



5/18/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Mobile Bay



5/18/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian



5/18/2010 UN Dead-salvaged MS Cat Island



5/18/2010 UN Dead-salvaged MS Cat Island



5/18/2010 LK Alive-taken to rehab LA found floating, offshore Louisiana



5/18/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Fourchon Beach



5/19/2010 CC Alive-taken to rehab FG Pensacola Beach



5/19/2010 CC Dead-salvaged FG Panama City Beach



5/19/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/19/2010 LK Alive-released on site AL mouth of Bayou La Batre, Mobile Bay



5/19/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Ocean Springs



5/19/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA near Cocodrie



5/20/2010 LK Dead-salvaged FG Panama City, St. Andrews Bay



5/20/2010 LK Dead-salvaged FG Santa Rosa Sound, Gulf Islands NS



5/20/2010 CC Dead-salvaged FG St Joe Beach



5/20/2010 LK Dead-salvaged FG Rosemary Beach, Walton Co



5/20/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island, west end



5/20/2010 UN* Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island, west end



5/20/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Coden



5/20/2010 LK Alive-taken to rehab LA found floating, offshore Louisiana



5/20/2010 CC Alive-taken to rehab LA found floating, offshore Louisiana



5/20/2010 UN Dead-salvaged MS Biloxi Bay



5/20/2010 UN Dead-salvaged MS Biloxi Bay



5/21/2010 LK Alive-taken to rehab FG Perdido Key



5/21/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/22/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Mobile Bay
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5/22/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL floating near Bayou La Batre



5/22/2010 LK Alive-died in rehab AL Bayou La Batre



5/22/2010 LK Alive-taken to rehab MS Waveland



5/22/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Grand Isle Beach



5/22/2010 UN Dead-salvaged LA Empire Jetty Beach



5/23/2010 UN Dead-salvaged LA Grand Terre



5/24/2010 CC Dead-not salvaged FG Navarre Beach



5/24/2010 CC Dead-salvaged FG Panama City



5/24/2010 UN Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/24/2010 UN Dead-salvaged AL Mobile Bay



5/24/2010 UN Dead-salvaged AL Mobile Bay



5/24/2010 CM Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island



5/24/2010 UN Dead-salvaged MS Biloxi



5/24/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Pass Christian



5/24/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Bayou Terrebonne by Bayou La Fleur



5/24/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Lake Chien



5/25/2010 CM Dead-salvaged FG St. Andrew Bay



5/25/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Grand Isle State Park



5/25/2010 UN Dead-salvaged LA Bayou Trove



5/25/2010 UN Dead-salvaged LA Queen Bess Island



5/26/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Mobile Bay



5/26/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS north side of Horn Island



5/26/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Bangs Lake off Pascagoula



5/26/2010 LK Dead-salvaged MS Biloxi



5/26/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Lake Felicity, North Timbalier Is



5/26/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Lake Felicity, North Timbalier Is



5/26/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Lake Felicity, North Timbalier Is



5/27/2010 UN Dead-salvaged FG near Pensacola, western Escambia Co



5/27/2010 UN Dead-salvaged FG Pensacola Naval Air Station



5/27/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL Dauphin Island, bayside



5/27/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL west end of Dauphin Island



5/27/2010 LK Dead-salvaged LA Grand Isle Beach



5/28/2010 UN Dead-salvaged FG Pensacola



5/28/2010 UN Dead-salvaged AL Mobile Bay



5/28/2010 UN Live-taken to rehab LA floating ~50 mi offshore MS delta area



5/29/2010 LK Dead-salvaged AL floating in MS sound near Coden Bayou



5/29/2010 UN Dead-salvaged LA Cameron Parish beaches



5/30/2010 CC Dead-salvaged FG Cape San Blas



5/31/2010 LK Live-taken to rehab LA floating ~17 mi off of Grand Isle



5/31/2010 LK Live-taken to rehab LA floating offshore Louisiana



5/31/2010 LK Live-taken to rehab LA floating offshore Louisiana



5/31/2010 LK Live-taken to rehab LA floating offshore Louisiana



5/31/2010 LK Live-taken to rehab LA floating offshore Louisiana



5/31/2010 LK Live-taken to rehab LA floating offshore Louisiana



5/31/2010 LK Live-taken to rehab LA floating offshore Louisiana



5/31/2010 CM Live-taken to rehab LA floating offshore Louisiana



*Additional information regarding species and condition of these animals will be forthcoming



Turtles with evidence of external oil are highlighted in yellow
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Comments



necropsied 5/1/10; fish bones in stomach and body cavity, crab parts in large intestine



necropsied 5/1/10; gi tract full of fish bones and small amount of crab parts



necropsied 5/1/10; fish bones found in intestine and body cavity



necropsied 5/1/10; fish bones in body cavity



taken to IMMS for rehab; died in rehab; frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



not reported until 5/4/10; carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area; buried



not reported until 5/4/10; carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area; buried



necropsied 5/1/10; fish bones in GI tract



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area at time



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area at time; fresh dead



necropsied 5/3/10; fish bones in body cavity



necropsied 5/3/10; fish bones in gi tract



necropsied 5/3/10; fish bones in body cavity



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area



not reported until 5/6/10; carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, really nasty decomposed, buried



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at AOA; fairly fresh



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at AOA



necropsied 5/3/10; small gastropods in body cavity-appears to be target prey items-sizes ranged from ~1 cm-3.5 cm in length



necropsied 5/3/10; fish bones in gi tract



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area at time



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area at time



carcass worked up, no sign of oiling, outside of event area at time



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS; too decomposed to ID species



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at BSNWR
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frozen for future necropsy / analysis at AOA; no sign of oil; outside of current event area; fairly fresh



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



will be frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at AOA



painted, left on beach



painted, left on beach



painted, left on beach



painted, left on beach



painted, left on beach



painted, left on beach



painted, left on beach



painted, left on beach



painted, left on beach



painted, left on beach; dried carcass



painted, left on beach; dried carcass



painted, left on beach



painted, left on beach



painted, left on beach



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS; found in two pieces on beach



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy / analysis at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World; fresh dead



taken to Gulf World, died w/in 24 hours



frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World



salvaged for future necropsy / analysis at AOA; picked up on 5/10/10



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis; picked up on 5/10/10



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.25007.1







frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



parts of turtle only, salvaged for ID and analysis



smashed carcass, run over on beach?, salvaged for ID and analysis



swab sample taken; painted and left on beach; dried carcass



swab sample taken; painted and left on beach; dried carcass



swab sample taken; painted and left on beach



swab sample taken; painted and left on beach; dried carcass



swab sample taken; painted and left on beach; dried carcass



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



swab sample taken; painted and left on beach



swab sample taken; painted and left on beach



taken to AOA for rehab



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR; fairly fresh



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen at BSNWR; dried carcass



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



taken to IMMS for necropsy / analysis



swab sample taken; left on beach



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



swab sample taken; left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; left on beach, falling apart



taken to AOA for necropsy



taken to Gulf World for rehab



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



carcass reported w/tags, carcass recovered 5/15, frozen at Gulfarium; dried carcass



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



taken to IMMS for rehab; incidentally captured on hook and line



taken to AOA for rehab



carcass recovered 5/18, frozen at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS
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will be frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



taken to IMMS for rehab; incidentally captured on hook and line



taken to IMMS for rehab; incidentally captured on hook and line



swab sample taken, carcass salvaged at BSNWR; dried carcass



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart; dried carcass



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart; dried carcass



swab sample taken; carcass painted and left on beach, falling apart; dried carcass



frozen for future necropsy at Panama City freezer truck



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



frozen at NMFS/Pascagoula; dried carcass



frozen at NMFS/Pascagoula; dried carcass



directed capture, externally oiled turtle; taken to AOA for rehab



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



taken to Gulfarium for rehab; small ~28 cm length



frozen for future necropsy at Gulf World



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



entangled in abandoned gill net, disentangled and released in Mobile Bay



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at Panama City freezer truck



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



carcass salvaged at Panama City freezer truck, too decomposed for necropsy



carcass salvaged at Gulf World



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



directed capture, externally oiled turtle; taken to AOA for rehab



directed capture, externally oiled turtle; taken to AOA for rehab



carapace only; salvaged at IMMS



carapace only; salvaged at IMMS



taken to Gulfarium for rehab; incidentally captured on hook and line



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR
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frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



emaciated; taken to IMMS for rehab; died 5/25; shipped to UF for necropsy



taken to IMMS for rehab; incidentally captured on hook and line



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



carcass brought in by USFWS, will be frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at AOA; not reported until 5/25, picked up from beach on 5/26



swab sample taken, carcass too decomposed to salvage



frozen for future necropsy at Panama City freezer truck



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at Panama City freezer truck



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



carcass brought in by USFWS, will be frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen at AOA, partial carcass-pieces only



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at IMMS



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at Gulfarium



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



skimmer operation, externally oiled turtle, brought in by USCG on 5/29; taken to AOA for rehab



frozen for future necropsy at BSNWR



carcass collected, will be frozen for future necropsy at AOA



frozen for future necropsy at Panama City freezer truck



skimmer operation, externally oiled turtle, recovered by USCG, brought in by LDWF; taken to AOA for rehab



directed capture, externally oiled turtle; taken to AOA for rehab



directed capture, externally oiled turtle; taken to AOA for rehab



directed capture, externally oiled turtle; taken to AOA for rehab



directed capture, externally oiled turtle; taken to AOA for rehab



directed capture, externally oiled turtle; taken to AOA for rehab



directed capture, externally oiled turtle; taken to AOA for rehab



directed capture, externally oiled turtle; taken to AOA for rehab
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necropsied 5/3/10; small gastropods in body cavity-appears to be target prey items-sizes ranged from ~1 cm-3.5 cm in length
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skimmer operation, externally oiled turtle, recovered by USCG, brought in by LDWF; taken to AOA for rehab
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Sarah Wilkin <Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov>



Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 8:01 AM



To: Helen Golde



Cc: Michael Ziccardi; Barbara Schroeder; Teri Rowles; Alexis Gutierrez



Subject: Daily Update - Jun 3



Attachments: MMST Health and Stranding Update 06-03-10 FINAL.doc; Mammal_Turtle_Data_03



_June_FINAL.xls; Mammal_Turtle_Data_03_June_FINAL-SUMMARY.xls



Hi Helen,



Attached are the daily update files for June 3.  Please review.



Jeff Adams is now being copied on the nightly cetacean report, so he should be directly receiving the GPS coordinates to



plot them.  (I believe the same is true on the sea turtle side.)



Sarah
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 28 29



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 2



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 29 31



Species Total 


TOTAL Dolphins



Oiling Status Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



1)   Oiled: Meet Criteria 1, 2, and/or 3 below.



Live Dead
 Date



Totals



3)   Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in gastrointestinal tract



31



2)   Suspect: Meet Criteria 4, 5, and/or 6 below.



3)   Unoiled: Do not meet criteria below.



4)   Pending: Evaluation not yet completed.



Criteria For Establishing Oiling Status of Stranded Marine Mammals or Turtles



1)   Evidence of external oiling.



2)   Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity or gastrointestinal tract



(From strongest to least strong lines of evidence)



4)   Evidence of pathological changes strongly associated with oil exposure on necropsy:



Acute respiratory damage or pathology, acute damage or significant irritation to ocular



tissues or mucous membranes.



6)   Strandings adjacent to the “declared spill area” within a specified distance that



mammals or turtles may travel after being affected (distance to be determined upon



consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit).



5)   Strandings in the “declared spill area”.
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Live 


2)   Suspect: Meet Criteria 4, 5, and/or 6 below.



0



Date



Totals



Criteria For Establishing Oiling Status of Stranded Marine Mammals or Turtles



4)   Pending: Evaluation not yet completed.



TOTAL Whales



Dead



5)   Strandings in the “declared spill area”.



6)   Strandings adjacent to the “declared spill area” within a specified distance that



mammals or turtles may travel after being affected (distance to be determined upon



consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit).



4)   Evidence of pathological changes strongly associated with oil exposure on necropsy:



Acute respiratory damage or pathology, acute damage or significant irritation to ocular



tissues or mucous membranes.



(From strongest to least strong lines of evidence)



3)   Unoiled: Do not meet criteria below.



Oiling Status Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



1)   Oiled: Meet Criteria 1, 2, and/or 3 below.



2)   Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity or gastrointestinal tract



3)   Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in gastrointestinal tract



1)   Evidence of external oiling.
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


TOTAL Manatees



Live 


0



Date



Totals



Dead



5)   Strandings in the “declared spill area”.



Oiling Status Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



1)   Oiled: Meet Criteria 1, 2, and/or 3 below.



2)   Suspect: Meet Criteria 4, 5, and/or 6 below.



3)   Unoiled: Do not meet criteria below.



4)   Pending: Evaluation not yet completed.



6)   Strandings adjacent to the “declared spill area” within a specified distance that



mammals or turtles may travel after being affected (distance to be determined upon



consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit).



Criteria For Establishing Oiling Status of Stranded Marine Mammals or Turtles



(From strongest to least strong lines of evidence)



1)   Evidence of external oiling.



2)   Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity or gastrointestinal tract



3)   Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in gastrointestinal tract



4)   Evidence of pathological changes strongly associated with oil exposure on necropsy:



Acute respiratory damage or pathology, acute damage or significant irritation to ocular



tissues or mucous membranes.
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 2 0 0 18 1 0 7 224 10 0 0 0 262



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 15 0 0 0 16



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2



Category Totals 3 0 0 18 1 0 7 226 25 0 0 0 280



Species Total 


TOTAL Turtles



Live Strandings 


280



Oiling Status Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



1)   Oiled: Meet Criteria 1, 2, and/or 3 below.



2)   Suspect: Meet Criteria 4, 5, and/or 6 below.



3)   Unoiled: Do not meet criteria below.



Dead Strandings Date



Totals



Directed Turtle Captures



4)   Evidence of pathological changes strongly associated with oil exposure on necropsy: Acute respiratory damage or pathology,



acute damage or significant irritation to ocular tissues or mucous membranes.



6)   Strandings adjacent to the “declared spill area” within a specified distance that mammals or turtles may travel after being



affected (distance to be determined upon consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit).



5)   Strandings in the “declared spill area”.



4)   Pending: Evaluation not yet completed.



Criteria For Establishing Oiling Status of Stranded Marine Mammals or Turtles



(From strongest to least strong lines of evidence)



1)   Evidence of external oiling.



2)   Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity or gastrointestinal tract



3)   Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in gastrointestinal tract
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Total Verified Dolphins 31



   Total dead stranded dolphins 30



   Total live dolphins currently in rehabilitation 0



   Total live dolphins stranded that died in care 1



   Total live released dolphins 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status



   Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 12



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 7



   Number of full necropsies performed 5



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover



6



 Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 1



Total Verified Whales 0



   Total dead stranded whales 0



   Total live whales currently in rehabilitation 0



   Total live whales stranded that died in care 0



   Total live released whales 0



Whale Necropsy Status



   Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 0



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



   Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover 0



   Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 0



Total Verified Manatees 0



   Total dead stranded manatees 0



   Total live manatees currently in rehabilitation 0



   Total live manatees stranded that died in care 0



   Total live released manatees 0



Manatee Necropsy Status



   Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 0



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



   Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover 0



    Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 0



Total Verified Turtles 280



   Total turtles found dead 235



   Total live turtles currently in rehabilitation 39



   Total live turtles that died in rehabilitation 3



   Total live turtles released 3



Turtle Necropsy Status



   Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 7



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



   Number of full necropsies performed 50



   Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover 46



   Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 118



Dolphin Status



Whale Status



Manatee Status



Turtle Status
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending 


Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 28 29



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 2



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 29 31



Species Total 


TOTAL Dolphins



Oiling Status Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



1)   Oiled: Meet Criteria 1, 2, and/or 3 below.



Live Dead Date



Totals



3)   Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in gastrointestinal tract



31



2)   Suspect: Meet Criteria 4, 5, and/or 6 below.



3)   Unoiled: Do not meet criteria below.



4)   Pending: Evaluation not yet completed.



Criteria For Establishing Oiling Status of Stranded Marine Mammals or Turtles



1)   Evidence of external oiling.



2)   Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity or gastrointestinal tract



(From strongest to least strong lines of evidence)



4)   Evidence of pathological changes strongly associated with oil exposure on necropsy:



Acute respiratory damage or pathology, acute damage or significant irritation to ocular



tissues or mucous membranes.



6)   Strandings adjacent to the “declared spill area” within a specified distance that



mammals or turtles may travel after being affected (distance to be determined upon



consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit).



5)   Strandings in the “declared spill area”.
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Live 


2)   Suspect: Meet Criteria 4, 5, and/or 6 below.



0



Date



Totals



Criteria For Establishing Oiling Status of Stranded Marine Mammals or Turtles



4)   Pending: Evaluation not yet completed.



TOTAL Whales



Dead



5)   Strandings in the “declared spill area”.



6)   Strandings adjacent to the “declared spill area” within a specified distance that



mammals or turtles may travel after being affected (distance to be determined upon



consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit).



4)   Evidence of pathological changes strongly associated with oil exposure on necropsy:



Acute respiratory damage or pathology, acute damage or significant irritation to ocular



tissues or mucous membranes.



(From strongest to least strong lines of evidence)



3)   Unoiled: Do not meet criteria below.



Oiling Status Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



1)   Oiled: Meet Criteria 1, 2, and/or 3 below.



2)   Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity or gastrointestinal tract



3)   Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in gastrointestinal tract



1)   Evidence of external oiling.
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


TOTAL Manatees



Live 


0



Date



Totals



Dead



5)   Strandings in the “declared spill area”.



Oiling Status Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



1)   Oiled: Meet Criteria 1, 2, and/or 3 below.



2)   Suspect: Meet Criteria 4, 5, and/or 6 below.



3)   Unoiled: Do not meet criteria below.



4)   Pending: Evaluation not yet completed.



6)   Strandings adjacent to the “declared spill area” within a specified distance that



mammals or turtles may travel after being affected (distance to be determined upon



consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit).



Criteria For Establishing Oiling Status of Stranded Marine Mammals or Turtles



(From strongest to least strong lines of evidence)



1)   Evidence of external oiling.



2)   Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity or gastrointestinal tract



3)   Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in gastrointestinal tract



4)   Evidence of pathological changes strongly associated with oil exposure on necropsy:



Acute respiratory damage or pathology, acute damage or significant irritation to ocular



tissues or mucous membranes.
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending 


Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 2 0 0 18 1 0 7 224 10 0 0 0 262



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 15 0 0 0 16



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2



Category Totals 3 0 0 18 1 0 7 226 25 0 0 0 280



Species Total 


TOTAL Turtles



Live Strandings 


280



Oiling Status Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



1)   Oiled: Meet Criteria 1, 2, and/or 3 below.



2)   Suspect: Meet Criteria 4, 5, and/or 6 below.



3)   Unoiled: Do not meet criteria below.



Dead Strandings Date



Totals



Directed Turtle Captures



4)   Evidence of pathological changes strongly associated with oil exposure on necropsy: Acute respiratory damage or pathology,



acute damage or significant irritation to ocular tissues or mucous membranes.



6)   Strandings adjacent to the “declared spill area” within a specified distance that mammals or turtles may travel after being



affected (distance to be determined upon consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit).



5)   Strandings in the “declared spill area”.



4)   Pending: Evaluation not yet completed.



Criteria For Establishing Oiling Status of Stranded Marine Mammals or Turtles



(From strongest to least strong lines of evidence)



1)   Evidence of external oiling.



2)   Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity or gastrointestinal tract



3)   Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in gastrointestinal tract
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Oiling Status Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



4)   Evidence of pathological changes strongly associated with oil exposure on necropsy: Acute respiratory damage



or pathology, acute damage or significant irritation to ocular tissues or mucous membranes.



1)   Evidence of external oiling.



2)   Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity or gastrointestinal tract



1)   Oiled: Meet Criteria 1, 2, and/or 3 below.



2)   Suspect: Meet Criteria 4, 5, and/or 6 below.



3)   Unoiled: Do not meet criteria below.



4)   Pending: Evaluation not yet completed.



3)   Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in gastrointestinal tract



(From strongest to least strong lines of evidence)



Criteria For Establishing Oiling Status of Stranded Marine Mammals or Turtles



3)   All stranded animals will be grossly evaluated by necropsy (cetacea at site of stranding or at the primary care



facility if logistically feasible, sea turtles at the primary care facility or at a designated remote pathology center).  If



animals meet Criteria 1-5 above, full sampling following the appropriate Guidelines will be done.



5)   Strandings in the “declared spill area”.



6)   Strandings adjacent to the “declared spill area” within a specified distance that affected mammals or turtles may



travel after being affected (distance to be determined upon daily consultation with the Envt Unit within the



Planning Section and the NRDA Unit).



Procedures for Determining Oiling Status in Marine Mammals or Sea Turtles



1)   Upon report of stranded animal, designated members of the Wildlife Branch (trained to appropriate evidence



collection and Chain of Custody procedure) will be dispatched to the site for initial evaluation.

2)   All animals within the designated spill area will be immediately externally evaluated, sampled, and



photographed following NOAA’s “Marine Mammal Oil Spill Response Guidelines” or the established “Sea Turtle MS



252 Response Guidelines”.  All animals within the specified distance determined above will be immediately



externally evaluated and, if suspicious, will be externally sampled.



(For this operational period, the margins of the "declared spill area" ranges from the TX-LA border to



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.25311.2







Total Verified Dolphins 31



   Total dead stranded dolphins 30



   Total live dolphins currently in rehabilitation 0



   Total live dolphins stranded that died in care 1



   Total live released dolphins 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status



   Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 12



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 7



   Number of full necropsies performed 5



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover



6



 Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 1



Total Verified Whales
 0



   Total dead stranded whales 0



   Total live whales currently in rehabilitation 0



   Total live whales stranded that died in care 0



   Total live released whales 0



Whale Necropsy Status



   Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 0



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



   Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover 0



   Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 0



Total Verified Manatees
 0



   Total dead stranded manatees 0



   Total live manatees currently in rehabilitation 0



   Total live manatees stranded that died in care 0



   Total live released manatees 0



Manatee Necropsy Status



   Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 0



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



   Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover 0



    Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 0



Total Verified Turtles
 280



   Total turtles found dead 235



   Total live turtles currently in rehabilitation 39



   Total live turtles that died in rehabilitation 3



   Total live turtles released 3



Turtle Necropsy Status



   Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 7



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



   Number of full necropsies performed 50



   Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover 46



   Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 118



Dolphin Status



Whale Status



Manatee Status



Turtle Status



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.25311.2







Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 28 29



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 2 NOTE: Dolphin stranded live, died prior to transport



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 29 31



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 NOTE: Dolphin stranded live, died prior to transport



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 19



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 19



Species Total 


3



2



31



Dead



Dolphins - ALABAMA



Dolphins - FLORIDA

Live 


20



Dead



Dolphins - MISSISSIPPI



Live 


Dolphins - LOUISIANA



Live Dead



6



Live 


Live Dead



TOTAL Dolphins



Date



Totals



Dead
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NOTE: Dolphin stranded live, died prior to transport
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Group Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 6 May-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


0



0



Live 


Live Dead



0



Whales - ALABAMA



TOTAL Whales



Date



Totals



Whales - FLORIDA

Live Dead



Dead



0



Dead



Whales - LOUISIANA



Live Dead



Live 


0



Whales - MISSISSIPPI
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending 


Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Group Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 6 May-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-15 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Manatees - MISSISSIPPI



Live 


Manatees - ALABAMA



Live Dead



0



0



Dead



Manatees - LOUISIANA



Live 


0



0



Dead



Manatees - FLORIDA

Live 


TOTAL Manatees



0



Dead
Live 
Date



Totals



Dead
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Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr -31 May 2 0 0 18 1 0 7 224 10 0 0 0 262



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 15 0 0 0 16



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2



Category Totals 3 0 0 18 1 0 7 226 25 0 0 0 280



Species Group Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 6 May-31 May 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 26



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 27



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr -31 May 0 0 0 2 0 0 5 42



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 1 0 0 2 0 0 5 42



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr -31 May 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 95



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1



TOTALS 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 96



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr -31 May 2 0 0 2 1 0 2 61



1-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 2 0 0 2 1 0 2 61



Species Total 


Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending Oiled Suspect Unoiled Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr -31 May 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jun-10 14 0 0 0 1 0 0 0



2-Jun-10



280



Date



Totals



Live Strandings Dead Strandings Directed Turtle Captures



TOTAL Turtles



Turtles - MISSISSIPPI



Live Dead



Live 


Turtles - ALABAMA



50



31



Turtles - FLORIDA



Dead



Dead



68



106



Live 


Live Dead



Turtles - LOUISIANA



Turtles - Dedicated On-Water Turtle Surveys



Live Dead



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.25311.2







3-Jun-10



TOTALS 24 0 0 0 1 0 0 0



Species Total 25
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Update through 3 June 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period:



 Increase of 2 turtle strandings (1 in AL – alive, oiled; 1 in MS – dead, unoiled)



 Increase of 1 dolphin fully necropsied (no visible external or internal oil observed)



 Release of 2 live, stranded turtles from rehabilitation (originally incidentally captured on



hook and line in MS, released in Ten Thousand Islands, FL)



Sea Turtles: 

280 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 2 from June 2)



 255 stranded (increase of 2 from June 2)



o 234 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 2 from June 2)



o 21 of the stranded were found alive (no change from June 2)



 3 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 2)



 3 turtle released alive (increase of 2 from June 2)



 15 live turtles in rehabilitation (decrease of 1 from June 2)



 25 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (no change from June 2)



o 24 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 2)



o 1 turtle collected dead (no change from June 2)



* For this event, a true stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or debilitated or is



found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys. Turtles observed



and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 234 dead stranded, 1 dead directed capture, and 3 that died



in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 2)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 2)



 50 full necropsies performed (no change from June 2)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (correction, increase of 2 from June 2)



 118 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (correction, decrease of 2



from June 2)



 Of the 67 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for the



cause of these strandings are forced submergence or acute toxicosis. 



Information on Signs of Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 1 dead stranded sea



turtle and 3 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 24 live sea turtles and



one dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.
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Update through 3 June 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Historical Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from April 30
th 


through June 3rd



is 255. 



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama during this time frame (combined



range of 4-30 for LA, MS, and AL)



o Overall Northern Gulf range for recent years has been 18-46.



o From 2005 – 2009 the number of turtle strandings for the month of May has



ranged from 1 to 15 in Louisiana



o From 2005 – 2009 0 to 13 in Mississippi



o From 2005 – 2009 1 to 15 in Alabama.



o In the Florida panhandle, from 2003 – 2007, the number of strandings in May has



ranged from 13 to 37



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals:



 31 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no change from



June 2).



o 30 were dead stranded dolphins (no change from June 2)



o 1 was a live stranded dolphin that died on the beach (no change from June 2)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status:



 12 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 2)



 7 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



2)



 5 full necropsies performed (increase of 1 from June 2)



 6 Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or unable



to recover (no change from June 2)



 1 Carcass to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (decrease of 1 from June 2)
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Update through 3 June 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Information on Signs of Oiling:



 One of the dolphins had evidence of external oil on its tongue and body and therefore is



classified as oiled.  Since the carcass was first reported in the water/oil line on the oiled



beach, we are unable at this time to determine whether the animal was externally covered



in oil post mortem when the carcass came on shore or was oiled prior to death.  



Historical Strandings



 Since 30 April 2010, the observed dolphin stranding rate is higher than the historical



averages that have been documented in recent years (2003-2007) in Louisiana,



Mississippi, and Alabama.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and



reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter



of 2010. 



 For the entire Northern Gulf of Mexico, the combined observed range is 0-14 for the



years 2003 to 2007 in LA, MS, AL, and FL (Panhandle). The breakdown by state for the



range of animals historically stranding in the month of May (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-4 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-3 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-3 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 The directed turtle survey operating under Unified Command was on the water initially



on June 3rd but conditions were not favorable and the operation was scrubbed for safety



concerns. Operations are expected to re-start on June 4th.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Michael Ziccardi <mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu>



Sent: Sunday, June 06, 2010 11:20 PM



To: Barbara.Schroeder



Cc: HoumaICC MMST



Subject: Re: [Fwd: Re: Protecting Wildlife]



I think we should add that we have also worked with FWS and state agencies (LDWF) to couple their bird



collection efforts with turtle search/collection, providing collection guidelines, equipment in certain cases, and



access to us via the hotline. Similarly, we have also provided guidance to SCAT, reconn, clean-up and other



field workers on what to do when animals are found. Thirdly, we have deployed startanding coordinators



whenever public reports of stranded animals (as well as those in distress0 are seen. This accurately conveys an



active effort to identify and collect animals.



On Jun 6, 2010, at 10:13 PM, Barbara.Schroeder wrote:



Helen et al,



Attached is an edited version of Jim's document, it includes "what is currently being done". I'm really unclear if



this is different from all the other taskers coming in this evening as they all seem to share similar questions. I



have not yet heard back from the FWS side on all this nesting stuff, so they may have some additional edits in



the AM --- Helen, I'll leave this to you to send forward as is right now or if this is for the 9AM deadline



tomorrow. Houma is preparing additional information to send as well. Houma, you may have additions to this



document as well.



Barbara



Helen Golde wrote:



Barbara-- Could you please review and edit and send back to JO, with cc to me and Jim.



Please confirm receipt of this email



Thanks-- Helen



-------- Original Message --------


Subject: Re: Protecting Wildlife



Date: Sun, 06 Jun 2010 20:29:21 -0400



From: Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov



To: Helen Golde <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>



Helen, I have not contacted Houma or anyone else. JO has ask for some



summary points on sea turtles including timing of hatching and numbers



and potential responses.  I put together some bullets but they need to



be run by Barb or whoever is doing turtles in Houma. Can you get



someone to look at this this evening and flesh it out as needed. JO



wants to send something this evening to Dr. L. et al. Would appreciate



your help. Call if you have any questions. 301-603-8120. Thanks jl
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Subject:



Re: Protecting Wildlife



From:



Helen Golde <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>



Date:



Sun, 06 Jun 2010 19:31:03 -0400



To:



Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov



To:



Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov



Jim-- Have you got the folks in Houma or someone here working on a longer response? I just sent the wildlife



response plan that is specific to this incident?



-- Helen



Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov wrote:

JO here is a quick response. A more thorough response is in the works.



We have activated our stranding network and have work to set up



treatment centers.  We are treating turtles that have been collected



from the oil. We have alerted our marine mammal responders and



rehabilitation centers so they are prepared to respond to and treat



any dolphins that may strand alive. We are flying surveys to document



the distribution of mammals and turtles and assess the numbers of



animals that may be exposed to oil. We are developing options for



dealing with the pending emergence of hatchling sea turtles for nests



along Gulf of Mexico beaches. And we are  conducting necropsies on



dead animals to determine cause of death. As you will recall many of



the early strandings of turtle were likely the result of drowning and



not exposure to oil



----- Original Message -----


From: John Oliver <John.Oliver@noaa.gov>



Date: Sunday, June 6, 2010 4:50 pm



Subject: Protecting Wildlife



Jim & Helen -- one of the questions that is emerging is what have



we



done or what will we be doing to protect turtles, dolphins? Any



answer



on the former and do we have a plan or are we developing one? jo



<DeepWater Horizon MC252 Sea Turtle Bullets and Response Activities 6-5-10 Ver 2.doc>



********************************



Michael Ziccardi DVM MPVM PhD



Director, Oiled Wildlife Care Network



Assoc. Professor, Clinical Wildlife Health



Wildlife Health Center



School of Veterinary Medicine
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University of California



Davis, CA 95616



O: (530) 754-5701



C: (530) 979-7561



F: (530) 752-3318



E: mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu



www.owcn.org



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.25685



http://www.owcn.org





1



Microsoft Outlook



From: Barbara.Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>



Sent: Sunday, June 06, 2010 11:14 PM



To: Helen Golde



Cc: Jim Lecky; HoumaICC MMST



Subject: Re: [Fwd: Re: Protecting Wildlife]



Attachments: DeepWater Horizon MC252 Sea Turtle Bullets and Response Activities 6-5-10Ver 2.doc



Helen et al,



Attached is an edited version of Jim's document, it includes "what is currently being done". I'm really unclear if



this is different from all the other taskers coming in this evening as they all seem to share similar questions. I



have not yet heard back from the FWS side on all this nesting stuff, so they may have some additional edits in



the AM --- Helen, I'll leave this to you to send forward as is right now or if this is for the 9AM deadline



tomorrow. Houma is preparing additional information to send as well. Houma, you may have additions to this



document as well.



Barbara



Helen Golde wrote:



Barbara-- Could you please review and edit and send back to JO, with cc to me and Jim.



Please confirm receipt of this email



Thanks-- Helen



-------- Original Message --------


Subject: Re: Protecting Wildlife



Date: Sun, 06 Jun 2010 20:29:21 -0400



From: Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov



To: Helen Golde <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>



Helen, I have not contacted Houma or anyone else. JO has ask for some



summary points on sea turtles including timing of hatching and numbers



and potential responses.  I put together some bullets but they need to



be run by Barb or whoever is doing turtles in Houma. Can you get



someone to look at this this evening and flesh it out as needed. JO



wants to send something this evening to Dr. L. et al. Would appreciate



your help. Call if you have any questions. 301-603-8120. Thanks jl



Subject:



Re: Protecting Wildlife



From:



Helen Golde <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>



Date:



Sun, 06 Jun 2010 19:31:03 -0400



To:
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Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov



To:



Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov



Jim-- Have you got the folks in Houma or someone here working on a longer response? I just sent the wildlife



response plan that is specific to this incident?



-- Helen



Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov wrote:

JO here is a quick response. A more thorough response is in the works.



We have activated our stranding network and have work to set up



treatment centers.  We are treating turtles that have been collected



from the oil. We have alerted our marine mammal responders and



rehabilitation centers so they are prepared to respond to and treat



any dolphins that may strand alive. We are flying surveys to document



the distribution of mammals and turtles and assess the numbers of



animals that may be exposed to oil. We are developing options for



dealing with the pending emergence of hatchling sea turtles for nests



along Gulf of Mexico beaches. And we are  conducting necropsies on



dead animals to determine cause of death. As you will recall many of



the early strandings of turtle were likely the result of drowning and



not exposure to oil



----- Original Message -----


From: John Oliver <John.Oliver@noaa.gov>



Date: Sunday, June 6, 2010 4:50 pm



Subject: Protecting Wildlife



Jim & Helen -- one of the questions that is emerging is what have



we



done or what will we be doing to protect turtles, dolphins? Any



answer



on the former and do we have a plan or are we developing one? jo
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DeepWater Horizon MC252 – Sea Turtle Background, Key Issues, and



Response Activities



There are five species in the Gulf of Mexico, Kemp’s ridley, leatherback, hawksbill, loggerhead,



and green turtle.  The two that nest in significant numbers along the Gulf of Mexico coast are the



Kemp’s ridley and loggerhead.  The other three species are occasional nesters but juveniles and



adults are found in significant numbers nearshore and offshore.



Kemps Ridley Turtles - Endangered



- Kemps ridley turtles nest almost exclusively in the Gulf of Mexico



- Approximately 95% of the population nests in the state of Tamaulipas, Mexico nesting



also occurs along Texas primarily along south Texas beaches, but with scattered nesting



all along the Texas coast.



- Over 20,000 nests were recorded in 2009, to date total nesting is lower but the nesting



season is not yet completed - The nesting season is primarily from May to July; each



female lays 2 to 3 clutches of approximately 100 eggs



- Incubation is approximately 50-60 days



- When the nesting season is completed, nesting females migrate away from the nesting



beaches, with approximately 75% moving north along the Texas coast, along the northern



Gulf coast, and southward along the Florida peninsula, taking up residence all along the



shallow nearshore and inshore habitats that rim the Gulf of Mexico.-Hatchlings emerge



and migrate into pelagic habitat in the Gulf of Mexico, the majority remain within the



Gulf, some are swept out the Gulf around Florida into the Atlantic.



- Young, pelagic stage juveniles are primarily found in association with floating mats of



Sargassum algae and the ecological communities associated with those habitats



- This developmental drifting period is hypothesized to last only a few years after which



time the older, larger turtles migrate into nearshore and inshore coastal habitats



throughout the Gulf of Mexico.



-


Loggerhead Turtles – Threatened, Currently Proposed Uplisting to Endangered



- Loggerheads are a global species. The proposed Western North Atlantic DPS ranges from



Canada south to the equator, including the Gulf of Mexico



- Nesting occurs mostly from North Carolina through Alabama, with scattered nesting in



southern Virginia and Texas.. 



- The mean number of nests in the Northern Gulf of Mexico Recovery Unit from 1995 to



2007 was 907 nests ( Florida panhandle through Alabama)



- The average number of nests along the southwest Florida coast from 2005 to 2009 is  just



over 4,000 nests.



- In the Gulf of Mexico loggerhead nesting occurs primarily from May to early September



- Incubation is approximately 60 days



- Upon emergence hatchlings swim into the open ocean and tend to associate with



Sargassum convergence zones, productive areas with concentration of resources for



foraging, hatchlings emerging from northern Gulf beaches are believe to remain primarily



in the Gulf of Mexico.- The pelagic juvenile stage for loggerheads may last upwards of



12 years, after which the larger juveniles migrate to nearshore shallower habitats



throughout the Gulf of Mexico and western North Atlantic.
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Ongoing and Potential Impacts



- Pelagic juvenile turtles have been recovered from in and near convergence areas of oil



with dense or sparse Sargassum; most of the turtles recovered from these areas have been



heavily oiled.  These areas are similar to areas where oil is being collected for in situ



burning



- Oiled turtles have also been recovered from surface oil skimmersoperating in similar



areas



- The entire annual production of Kemp’s ridley and GOM loggerheads will emerge and



enter the Gulf of Mexico beginning within the next few weeks, making them vulnerable



to oil exposure and oil removal activities



- All other life stages of Kemp’s, from pelagic juveniles to larger neritic juveniles to adults,



live and migrate throughout the Gulf, from deep ocean to shallow nearshore and inshore



waters; the eastern Gulf is extremely important and they are very vulnerable to oiling



- Oiled, pelagic stage green turtles, hawksbills, and loggerheads have also been recovered. 



These species are also at risk and are being impacted.



- Larger juvenile and adult loggerhead and green turtles are also found along the entire



Gulf of Mexico continental shelf, the eastern Gulf, especially along the Florida shelf are



extremely important, these life stages and species are also at risk.



- On nesting beaches, adult females coming ashore to nest are at risk of encountering oil as



it reaches nearshore areas and fouls beaches; likewise incubating nests are at risk of



oiling



What is Currently Being Done?



- active nesting surveys and nest marking in the northern Gulf and SW Florida are



underway, the majority of nests are being marked in such a way as to facilitate capture of



hatchlings at emergence, if determined necessary and to identify nests for avoidance or



controlled clean up by cleanup crews



- very limited, directed search and recovery efforts are underway in pelagic habitats to



capture and transport oiled turtles to rehabilitation centers



- coastal beaches are under close scrutiny and stranded turtles (dead and live) are being



collected, live turtles are being taken to rehab facilities



- four de-oiling facilities established, back-up rehab facilities on standby



- working to place observers on certain surface oil clean up vessels to assess risks to turtles



from these operations; observers not yet operational



- NOAA, FWS, and State sea turtle staff are meeting on June 8
th 


to consider critical issues



at hand, evaluate ongoing response activities, and develop recommended options



regarding nests, hatchlings, pelagic and neritic turtles given current oil trajectories and



anticipated effects
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Barbara.Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>



Sent: Sunday, June 06, 2010 11:35 PM



To: Michael Ziccardi



Cc: HoumaICC MMST



Subject: Re: [Fwd: Re: Protecting Wildlife]



Mike,



please add that text if you can and send back, I'll re-send in the AM when I hear from sandy and anyone else,



thanks, Barbara



Michael Ziccardi wrote:



I think we should add that we have also worked with FWS and state agencies (LDWF) to couple their bird



collection efforts with turtle search/collection, providing collection guidelines, equipment in certain cases, and



access to us via the hotline. Similarly, we have also provided guidance to SCAT, reconn, clean-up and other



field workers on what to do when animals are found. Thirdly, we have deployed startanding coordinators



whenever public reports of stranded animals (as well as those in distress0 are seen. This accurately conveys an



active effort to identify and collect animals.



On Jun 6, 2010, at 10:13 PM, Barbara.Schroeder wrote:



Helen et al,



Attached is an edited version of Jim's document, it includes "what is currently being done". I'm really unclear if



this is different from all the other taskers coming in this evening as they all seem to share similar questions. I



have not yet heard back from the FWS side on all this nesting stuff, so they may have some additional edits in



the AM --- Helen, I'll leave this to you to send forward as is right now or if this is for the 9AM deadline



tomorrow. Houma is preparing additional information to send as well. Houma, you may have additions to this



document as well.



Barbara



Helen Golde wrote:



Barbara-- Could you please review and edit and send back to JO, with cc to me and Jim.



Please confirm receipt of this email



Thanks-- Helen



-------- Original Message --------


Subject: Re: Protecting Wildlife



Date: Sun, 06 Jun 2010 20:29:21 -0400



From: Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov



To: Helen Golde <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>



Helen, I have not contacted Houma or anyone else. JO has ask for some



summary points on sea turtles including timing of hatching and numbers



and potential responses.  I put together some bullets but they need to



be run by Barb or whoever is doing turtles in Houma. Can you get
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someone to look at this this evening and flesh it out as needed. JO



wants to send something this evening to Dr. L. et al. Would appreciate



your help. Call if you have any questions. 301-603-8120. Thanks jl



Subject:



Re: Protecting Wildlife



From:



Helen Golde <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>



Date:



Sun, 06 Jun 2010 19:31:03 -0400



To:



Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov



To:



Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov



Jim-- Have you got the folks in Houma or someone here working on a longer response? I just sent the wildlife



response plan that is specific to this incident?



-- Helen



Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov wrote:

JO here is a quick response. A more thorough response is in the works.



We have activated our stranding network and have work to set up



treatment centers.  We are treating turtles that have been collected



from the oil. We have alerted our marine mammal responders and



rehabilitation centers so they are prepared to respond to and treat



any dolphins that may strand alive. We are flying surveys to document



the distribution of mammals and turtles and assess the numbers of



animals that may be exposed to oil. We are developing options for



dealing with the pending emergence of hatchling sea turtles for nests



along Gulf of Mexico beaches. And we are  conducting necropsies on



dead animals to determine cause of death. As you will recall many of



the early strandings of turtle were likely the result of drowning and



not exposure to oil



----- Original Message -----


From: John Oliver <John.Oliver@noaa.gov>



Date: Sunday, June 6, 2010 4:50 pm



Subject: Protecting Wildlife



Jim & Helen -- one of the questions that is emerging is what have



we



done or what will we be doing to protect turtles, dolphins? Any



answer



on the former and do we have a plan or are we developing one? jo



<DeepWater Horizon MC252 Sea Turtle Bullets and Response Activities 6-5-10 Ver 2.doc>
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********************************



Michael Ziccardi DVM MPVM PhD



Director, Oiled Wildlife Care Network



Assoc. Professor, Clinical Wildlife Health



Wildlife Health Center



School of Veterinary Medicine



University of California



Davis, CA 95616



O: (530) 754-5701



C: (530) 979-7561



F: (530) 752-3318



E: mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu



www.owcn.org



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.25690



http://www.owcn.org





Microsoft Outlook



From: Barbara.Schroeder [Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov]



Sent: Friday, June 11, 2010 11:04 AM



To: Mark Kinsey



Cc: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov; 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John

Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'; David Cottingham



Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



5/3/2011



It is only 10AM here central time and we are working now to verify 20 NEW stranding reports

for MS called in already.  I reccomend the state take immediate action and close down the

shrimp season until this can be resolved, if they can't we should take emergency action under

ESA if at all possible.  Has anyone spoken with the state folks that manages the shrimp

fisheries?  It seems like we are all in agreement that all information points to skimmers or regular

trawlers volume.



Mark Kinsey wrote:



I will speak with my boss and request permission to saturate the area with

OLE for an extended period. At a minimum, we should be able to reduce the

stranding rate by repetitive boardings. Additionally, I will contact

Mississippi Law Enforcement and request they saturate the area

simultaneously. Any vessels within the saturated area will be boarded and

monitored.



-----Original Message-----

From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov [mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]

Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:37 PM

To: Mark Kinsey

Cc: 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David

Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy

Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'

Subject: Re: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



WAY MORE!  June is generally a low stranding month in MS - usually

only a handful (<5) turtles documented for the whole month.



----- Original Message -----

From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>

Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:24 pm

Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



How are the stranding this year compared to the past couple of

years? More

or less?



-----Original Message-----

From: Alexis Gutierrez [mailto:Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov]

Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:20 PM

To: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov

Cc: Mark Kinsey; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David

Bernhart';'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';

'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah

Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'

Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



And while we were at dinner we got report of another dead one.

This is

extremely troubling. A



Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov wrote:



Not with any certainty.  They have all been moderately to



severely



decomposed so an educated guess would be dead 1-3 days - with



the very



high temperatures lately they decompose very quickly.



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.25954







I also just heard that there were at least 4 additional turtles



on the



beach in the Biloxi - Gulfport area.  There was also a call



reporting



3 dead turtles floating several miles offshore of the Pass



Christian /



Bay St. Louis area - these were not recovered.



----- Original Message -----

From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>

Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:37 pm

Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



Wendy, on the recent strandings, is there any way to determine



the



date of

their death?



-----Original Message-----

From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov [mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]

Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:03 PM

To: Mark Kinsey

Cc: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



Bernhart'; 'Robert



Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn';



'Alexis>> Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder';

Sheryan.Epperly>> Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



Attached is a map (thanks to Jeff Adams, GIS contractor to HQ)



showing



Mississippi turtle stranding locations from 6/5/2010 -



6/9/2010.



He also

included a semi-transparent layer of all strandings from



4/30/2010



-

6/9/2010.
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The report for MS today (6/10/10) was very bad - there were 15



Kemp's>> ridleys recovered between Biloxi and Gulfport (the same

area of



concentration as recent days) and I received a very late report



of 6



additional turtles still on the beach that will be retrieved



tomorrow>> morning. So, total for today = 21.



Mark Kinsey wrote:



This might be a good time to include Mississippi law



enforcement.

They



could accompany you during the boardings and document any



violations.



We do have some jurisdiction over the skimmer but that depends on



the



vessel's home port.



*From:* Robert D Stevens [mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]

*Sent:* Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:50 PM

*To:* Mark Kinsey

*Cc:* 'Steve Campbell'; 'David Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman';



'Michael



Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Alexis Gutierrez';



'Sarah



Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas'; 'Barbara Schroeder'

*Subject:* Re: Stranded iurtles in MS



We could, ---- What about the net size restrictions being a state
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law?



I know where TEDs

are concerned we can board a boat in the mountains if one was



there,



but does that also apply to state laws and in state waters? We



can try



and do whatever you guys think we should.

ds



Mark Kinsey wrote:



Dale, do you plan on measuring the nets and headrope? If so, I



will

send a



couple of agents/officers along. This is a good training



opportunity

for my



agents who are not familiar with skimmer vessels.



-----Original Message-----

From: Steve Campbell [mailto:Steve.Campbell@noaa.gov]

Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:25 PM

To: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'David Bernhart'

Cc: 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';



'Tracy

Dunn';



'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas'; 'Barbara



Schroeder'; 'Mark



Kinsey'

Subject: RE: Stranded iurtles in MS



Dale,



As per our earlier telephone conversation, we'll get together



early

next
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week and schedule a night enforcement patrol.



Steve



-----Original Message-----

From: Robert D Stevens [mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]

Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 1:54 PM

To: David Bernhart

Cc: Robert Hoffman; Michael Barnette; John Mitchell; Tracy



Dunn;



Alexis



Gutierrez; Sarah Wilkin; Steve Campbell; Wendy Teas; Barbara



Schroeder; Mark



Kinsey

Subject: Re: Stranded iurtles in MS



David,

I just talked to some fishermen out of Bayou La Batre AL. They



informed me



that a skimmer trawl is typically a trawl used primarily at



night.

They do



at times push in the daylight hours when the sea conditions



are



rough and



the bottom is stirred up. This was the case during the June 3,



patrol. I



will get with Enforcement and arrange a night patrol in the



near
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future to



try and document tow times.



David Bernhart wrote:



    MS DMR regulations state:



    "It shall be unlawful to use skimmer trawls or wing nets



with a



    maximum size greater than 25 feet on the headrope and 32



feet on

the



    footrope."



    For regular trawlers: "..not more than 2 nets, each no



larger

than 25



    feet on headrope and 32 feet on footrope."



    So, given that a regular door trawler will only get 60-70%



opening



    spread with his doors, but a skimmer can get 100% opening--



at

least on



    the headrope-- the state regs actually allow skimmers to



carry a

lot
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    more net than door trawlers.  Door trawlers also have a



maximum



    standard door height of 34", which will limit the height



of



the

net to



    something in the several feet range.  How tall were the



legs



of

the



    skimmers, Dale?  10-12'?



    Do you think the skimmers were exceeding those regulatory



limits, or



    were you just surprised at how much webbing the state regs



allow?>



    Do you have any plans to try to monitor skimmer trawler



effort

again?



-DB



    Robert D Stevens wrote:



        O.K. ---- I will recap the events from the last two
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patrols

in the



        Mississippi Sound. On Tuesday June 3, 2010 the state



of



Mississippi



        opened inshore waters from the Biloxi/Ocean Springs



channel,

West, to



        the LA/MS state line for shrimp trawling. NOAA Special



Agents Steve



        Campbell and James Kajoennen accompanied me onboard



the



GMT

SafeBoat



        for a TEDs patrol to assure that trawlers were



complying



with TED



        requirements. Forty vessels were observed trawling in



a



2 to

3 square
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        mile area off of Biloxi MS.



        We estimated the number of vessels operating with



skimmer

trawls as



        opposed to conventional otter trawls at approximately



3



to

1. The



        conventional trawlers required to have TEDs installed



in



their nets



        were all in compliance with no violations found. After



observing this



        many trawlers in such a confined area and giving the



number

of large



        skimmer trawl vessels in the fleet it was a concern to



us

that this



        would result in stranded turtles.



        After the report of dead turtles over the weekend



another

patrol was



        conducted on Tuesday June 8, 2010.
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        NOAA Special Agent Steve Campbell and I patrolled the



same

area and



        found four otter trawl vessels actively trawling with



one

skimmer



        trawl vessel at anchor. The main purpose of this



patrol



was

to get a



        more accurate count of the skimmers vessels in the



area



and

try to



        observe the tow times of some of these vessels. One



thing

that was of



        a concern to me was the size of the skimmers being



observed

during



        the previous patrol. With no skimmers found on the



shrimping

grounds



        we proceeded to the Biloxi Small Craft Harbor in



Biloxi
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MS.

There we



        observed 20 vessels in the harbor, only four of these



vessels were



        otter trawl vessels.



        The remaining sixteen vessels were the larger skimmer



trawl

vessels



        and the same ones observed on the shrimping grounds



during

the



        previous patrol. These are large vessels pushing very



large

skimmers.



        I took some video of these vessels at the dock to show



how

large



        these skimmers are and to show the amount of webbing



in



these nets.



        I have this video and will try to somehow get it



transfered

to a DVD
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        if any of you are interested in it.



        David Bernhart wrote:



            Hi Bob,



            This is something we've been looking at since



Wendy



alerted us to



            the pulse in MS strandings on Monday.  There've



been



a

number of



            e-mails going around.  Sorry you haven't been on



those,

I'll forward



            some for your info.



            Shrimping opened in MS Sound on June 3.  NMFS OLE



with

Pascagoula



            assistance and MSDMR marine patrol did a pretty



large

amount of TED



            compliance boardings and, as I understand, didn't
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find

any



            significant violations.  However, OLE noted that



the



trawlers were



            very concentrated in a few areas, and Dale Stevens



estimated that



            the boats were 75% skimmer trawls.  Pascagoula and



OLE

therefore



            immediately made plans to go out on June 8 to look



into

the skimmer



            trawls more closely.  So Dale, we'll await your



detailed

report



            eagerly.



            On the locations of the strandings vs. the



shrimping



effort:  Wendy



            do you have all the stranding locations yet?  I



know
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those data were



            incomplete as of a few days ago.  It would be nice



to

look at that



            vs. the shrimping effort.   BUT, I don't think we



should

draw any



            major conclusions from that.  I think it's a



reasonable

assumption



            (though far from always true) that a stranding



occurs

pretty close



            to where the mortality occurred.  But Miss. Sound



is



a

pretty small



            area itself:  longshore movements of carcasses



from



tide

and wind



            and the movement of the concentration of the



shrimp
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fleet could make



            any analysis not too conclusive...



-DB



            Robert D Stevens wrote:



                Bob,



                Special Agent Steve Campbell and myself



conducted a

patrol on



                Tuesday June 8. 2010. We patrolled the area



off



Biloxi MS and down



                to Gulfport MS. I will follow this reply with



a



more

detailed



                report of what we observed as I need to go get



my

notes off the GMT



                boat. One thing to note, the waters off of



Pascagoula have been



                closed due too oil so no trawlers have been in



this
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area. I guess



                the currents could have carried the turtles to



the

area from some



                other location, however during the last two



patrols

( June 3 and



                June 8) the winds and the currents have been



strong

from the East



                to West. All trawling to the East has been



closed

down due to the



                oil so I don't know where they would have come



from

down that way.



                I will follow up in a few with a more detailed



report on what



                observed on Tuesday.



                Robert Hoffman wrote:



                    Any way we can check on shrimpers in MS



sound,

esp skimmers (check



                    tow times).  We have had 15 stranded
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turtles



in

MS Sound (quite a



                    few around Pascagoula) with no oil and



looking

like they were



                    healthy prior to death in the last 24 hours.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: David Bernhart <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>



Sent: Friday, June 11, 2010 11:27 AM



To: Barbara.Schroeder



Cc: Mark Kinsey; Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov; 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve



Campbell'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah



Wilkin'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'; David Cottingham



Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



Is that 21 yesterday plus 20 today?



Barbara.Schroeder wrote:



It is only 10AM here central time and we are working now to verify 20 NEW stranding reports for MS called in



already. I reccomend the state take immediate action and close down the shrimp season until this can be



resolved, if they can't we should take emergency action under ESA if at all possible. Has anyone spoken with



the state folks that manages the shrimp fisheries? It seems like we are all in agreement that all information



points to skimmers or regular trawlers volume.



Mark Kinsey wrote:

I will speak with my boss and request permission to saturate the area with



OLE for an extended period. At a minimum, we should be able to reduce the



stranding rate by repetitive boardings. Additionally, I will contact



Mississippi Law Enforcement and request they saturate the area



simultaneously. Any vessels within the saturated area will be boarded and



monitored.



-----Original Message-----


From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov [mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:37 PM



To: Mark Kinsey



Cc: 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy



Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'



Subject: Re: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



WAY MORE!  June is generally a low stranding month in MS - usually



only a handful (<5) turtles documented for the whole month.



----- Original Message -----


From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:24 pm



Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



How are the stranding this year compared to the past couple of



years? More



or less?



-----Original Message-----


From: Alexis Gutierrez [mailto:Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:20 PM



To: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov



Cc: Mark Kinsey; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



Bernhart';'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';
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'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah



Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'



Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



And while we were at dinner we got report of another dead one.



This is



extremely troubling. A



Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov wrote:



Not with any certainty.  They have all been moderately to



severely



decomposed so an educated guess would be dead 1-3 days - with



the very



high temperatures lately they decompose very quickly.



I also just heard that there were at least 4 additional turtles



on the



beach in the Biloxi - Gulfport area.  There was also a call



reporting



3 dead turtles floating several miles offshore of the Pass



Christian /



Bay St. Louis area - these were not recovered.



----- Original Message -----


From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:37 pm



Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



Wendy, on the recent strandings, is there any way to



determine



the



date of



their death?



-----Original Message-----


From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov



[mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:03 PM



To: Mark Kinsey



Cc: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David
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Bernhart'; 'Robert



Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy



Dunn';



'Alexis>> Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder';



Sheryan.Epperly>> Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



Attached is a map (thanks to Jeff Adams, GIS



contractor to HQ)



showing



Mississippi turtle stranding locations from 6/5/2010



-


6/9/2010.



He also



included a semi-transparent layer of all strandings



from



4/30/2010



-


6/9/2010.



The report for MS today (6/10/10) was very bad -


there were 15



Kemp's>> ridleys recovered between Biloxi and Gulfport (the same



area of



concentration as recent days) and I received a very



late report



of 6



additional turtles still on the beach that will be



retrieved



tomorrow>> morning. So, total for today = 21.



Mark Kinsey wrote:



This might be a good time to include



Mississippi law



enforcement.
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They



could accompany you during the boardings



and document any



violations.



We do have some jurisdiction over the



skimmer but that depends on



the



vessel's home port.



*From:* Robert D Stevens



[mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]



*Sent:* Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:50 PM



*To:* Mark Kinsey



*Cc:* 'Steve Campbell'; 'David Bernhart';



'Robert Hoffman';



'Michael



Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn';



'Alexis Gutierrez';



'Sarah



Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas'; 'Barbara



Schroeder'



*Subject:* Re: Stranded iurtles in MS



We could, ---- What about the net size



restrictions being a state



law?



I know where TEDs



are concerned we can board a boat in the



mountains if one was



there,
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but does that also apply to state laws



and in state waters? We



can try



and do whatever you guys think we should.



ds



Mark Kinsey wrote:



Dale, do you plan on measuring the nets



and headrope? If so, I



will



send a



couple of agents/officers along. This is



a good training



opportunity



for my



agents who are not familiar with skimmer



vessels.



-----Original Message-----


From: Steve Campbell



[mailto:Steve.Campbell@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:25 PM



To: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'David Bernhart'



Cc: 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette';



'John Mitchell';



'Tracy



Dunn';



'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin';



'Wendy Teas'; 'Barbara



Schroeder'; 'Mark



Kinsey'



Subject: RE: Stranded iurtles in MS



Dale,
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As per our earlier telephone



conversation, we'll get together



early



next



week and schedule a night enforcement



patrol.



Steve



-----Original Message-----


From: Robert D Stevens



[mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 1:54 PM



To: David Bernhart



Cc: Robert Hoffman; Michael Barnette;



John Mitchell; Tracy



Dunn;



Alexis



Gutierrez; Sarah Wilkin; Steve Campbell;



Wendy Teas; Barbara



Schroeder; Mark



Kinsey



Subject: Re: Stranded iurtles in MS



David,



I just talked to some fishermen out of



Bayou La Batre AL. They



informed me



that a skimmer trawl is typically a trawl



used primarily at



night.



They do



at times push in the daylight hours when



the sea conditions
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are



rough and



the bottom is stirred up. This was the



case during the June 3,



patrol. I



will get with Enforcement and arrange a



night patrol in the



near



future to



try and document tow times.



David Bernhart wrote:



MS DMR regulations state:



"It shall be unlawful to use skimmer



trawls or wing nets



with a



maximum size greater than 25 feet on



the headrope and 32



feet on



the



footrope."



For regular trawlers: "..not more



than 2 nets, each no
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larger



than 25



feet on headrope and 32 feet on



footrope."



So, given that a regular door trawler



will only get 60-70%



opening



spread with his doors, but a skimmer



can get 100% opening--


at



least on



the headrope-- the state regs



actually allow skimmers to



carry a



lot



more net than door trawlers.  Door



trawlers also have a



maximum



standard door height of 34", which



will limit the height



of



the



net to



something in the several feet range. 



How tall were the
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legs



of



the



skimmers, Dale?  10-12'?



Do you think the skimmers were



exceeding those regulatory



limits, or



were you just surprised at how much



webbing the state regs



allow?>



Do you have any plans to try to



monitor skimmer trawler



effort



again?



-DB



Robert D Stevens wrote:



O.K. ---- I will recap the events



from the last two



patrols



in the



Mississippi Sound. On Tuesday



June 3, 2010 the state
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of



Mississippi



opened inshore waters from the



Biloxi/Ocean Springs



channel,



West, to



the LA/MS state line for shrimp



trawling. NOAA Special



Agents Steve



Campbell and James Kajoennen



accompanied me onboard



the



GMT



SafeBoat



for a TEDs patrol to assure that



trawlers were



complying



with TED



requirements. Forty vessels were



observed trawling in



a



2 to



3 square
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mile area off of Biloxi MS.



We estimated the number of



vessels operating with



skimmer



trawls as



opposed to conventional otter



trawls at approximately



3



to



1. The



conventional trawlers required to



have TEDs installed



in



their nets



were all in compliance with no



violations found. After



observing this



many trawlers in such a confined



area and giving the



number



of large



skimmer trawl vessels in the



fleet it was a concern to



us



that this



would result in stranded turtles.
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After the report of dead turtles



over the weekend



another



patrol was



conducted on Tuesday June 8,



2010.



NOAA Special Agent Steve Campbell



and I patrolled the



same



area and



found four otter trawl vessels



actively trawling with



one



skimmer



trawl vessel at anchor. The main



purpose of this



patrol



was



to get a



more accurate count of the



skimmers vessels in the



area



and



try to



observe the tow times of some of



these vessels. One



thing
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that was of



a concern to me was the size of



the skimmers being



observed



during



the previous patrol. With no



skimmers found on the



shrimping



grounds



we proceeded to the Biloxi Small



Craft Harbor in



Biloxi



MS.



There we



observed 20 vessels in the



harbor, only four of these



vessels were



otter trawl vessels.



The remaining sixteen vessels



were the larger skimmer



trawl



vessels



and the same ones observed on the



shrimping grounds



during



the
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previous patrol. These are large



vessels pushing very



large



skimmers.



I took some video of these



vessels at the dock to show



how



large



these skimmers are and to show



the amount of webbing



in



these nets.



I have this video and will try to



somehow get it



transfered



to a DVD



if any of you are interested in



it.



David Bernhart wrote:



Hi Bob,



This is something we've been



looking at since
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Wendy



alerted us to



the pulse in MS strandings on



Monday.  There've



been



a



number of



e-mails going around.  Sorry



you haven't been on



those,



I'll forward



some for your info.



Shrimping opened in MS Sound



on June 3.  NMFS OLE



with



Pascagoula



assistance and MSDMR marine



patrol did a pretty



large



amount of TED



compliance boardings and, as



I understand, didn't



find



any
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significant violations. 



However, OLE noted that



the



trawlers were



very concentrated in a few



areas, and Dale Stevens



estimated that



the boats were 75% skimmer



trawls.  Pascagoula and



OLE



therefore



immediately made plans to go



out on June 8 to look



into



the skimmer



trawls more closely.  So



Dale, we'll await your



detailed



report



eagerly.



On the locations of the



strandings vs. the



shrimping



effort:  Wendy
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do you have all the stranding



locations yet?  I



know



those data were



incomplete as of a few days



ago.  It would be nice



to



look at that



vs. the shrimping effort.  



BUT, I don't think we



should



draw any



major conclusions from that. 



I think it's a



reasonable



assumption



(though far from always true)



that a stranding



occurs



pretty close



to where the mortality



occurred.  But Miss. Sound



is



a



pretty small



area itself:  longshore



movements of carcasses
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from



tide



and wind



and the movement of the



concentration of the



shrimp



fleet could make



any analysis not too



conclusive...



-DB



Robert D Stevens wrote:



Bob,



Special Agent Steve



Campbell and myself



conducted a



patrol on



Tuesday June 8. 2010. We



patrolled the area



off



Biloxi MS and down



to Gulfport MS. I will



follow this reply with
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a



more



detailed



report of what we



observed as I need to go get



my



notes off the GMT



boat. One thing to note,



the waters off of



Pascagoula have been



closed due too oil so no



trawlers have been in



this



area. I guess



the currents could have



carried the turtles to



the



area from some



other location, however



during the last two



patrols



( June 3 and



June 8) the winds and the



currents have been



strong



from the East
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to West. All trawling to



the East has been



closed



down due to the



oil so I don't know where



they would have come



from



down that way. 



I will follow up in a few



with a more detailed



report on what



observed on Tuesday.



Robert Hoffman wrote:



Any way we can check



on shrimpers in MS



sound,



esp skimmers (check



tow times). We have



had 15 stranded



turtles



in



MS Sound (quite a



few around



Pascagoula) with no oil and
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looking



like they were



healthy prior to



death in the last 24 hours.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



Sent: Friday, June 11, 2010 3:43 PM



To: 'Barbara.Schroeder'



Cc: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov; 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah



Wilkin'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'; 'David Cottingham'



Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



I am hearing rumors the state of Mississippi is planning to shut down shrimping in state waters. I don’t know if this will



happen before we can monitor the skimmer tow time. Either way, it should reduce the strandings.



From: Barbara.Schroeder [mailto:Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov]

Sent: Friday, June 11, 2010 11:04 AM



To: Mark Kinsey



Cc: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov; 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman';

'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'; David Cottingham



Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



It is only 10AM here central time and we are working now to verify 20 NEW stranding reports for MS called in



already. I reccomend the state take immediate action and close down the shrimp season until this can be



resolved, if they can't we should take emergency action under ESA if at all possible. Has anyone spoken with



the state folks that manages the shrimp fisheries? It seems like we are all in agreement that all information



points to skimmers or regular trawlers volume.



Mark Kinsey wrote:

I will speak with my boss and request permission to saturate the area with



OLE for an extended period. At a minimum, we should be able to reduce the



stranding rate by repetitive boardings. Additionally, I will contact



Mississippi Law Enforcement and request they saturate the area



simultaneously. Any vessels within the saturated area will be boarded and



monitored.



-----Original Message-----


From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov [mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:37 PM



To: Mark Kinsey



Cc: 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy



Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'



Subject: Re: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



WAY MORE! June is generally a low stranding month in MS - usually



only a handful (<5) turtles documented for the whole month.



----- Original Message -----


From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:24 pm



Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



How are the stranding this year compared to the past couple of
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years? More



or less?



-----Original Message-----


From: Alexis Gutierrez [mailto:Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:20 PM



To: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov



Cc: Mark Kinsey; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



Bernhart';'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';



'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah



Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'



Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



And while we were at dinner we got report of another dead one.



This is



extremely troubling. A



Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov wrote:



Not with any certainty. They have all been moderately to



severely



decomposed so an educated guess would be dead 1-3 days - with



the very



high temperatures lately they decompose very quickly.



I also just heard that there were at least 4 additional turtles



on the



beach in the Biloxi - Gulfport area. There was also a call



reporting



3 dead turtles floating several miles offshore of the Pass



Christian /



Bay St. Louis area - these were not recovered.



----- Original Message -----


From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:37 pm



Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



Wendy, on the recent strandings, is there any way to



determine



the



date of
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their death?



-----Original Message-----


From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov



[mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:03 PM



To: Mark Kinsey



Cc: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



Bernhart'; 'Robert



Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy



Dunn';



'Alexis>> Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder';



Sheryan.Epperly>> Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



Attached is a map (thanks to Jeff Adams, GIS



contractor to HQ)



showing



Mississippi turtle stranding locations from 6/5/2010



-


6/9/2010.



He also



included a semi-transparent layer of all strandings



from



4/30/2010



-


6/9/2010.



The report for MS today (6/10/10) was very bad -


there were 15



Kemp's>> ridleys recovered between Biloxi and Gulfport (the same



area of



concentration as recent days) and I received a very



late report



of 6



additional turtles still on the beach that will be



retrieved



tomorrow>> morning. So, total for today = 21.
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Mark Kinsey wrote:



This might be a good time to include



Mississippi law



enforcement.



They



could accompany you during the boardings



and document any



violations.



We do have some jurisdiction over the



skimmer but that depends on



the



vessel's home port.



*From:* Robert D Stevens



[mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]



*Sent:* Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:50 PM



*To:* Mark Kinsey



*Cc:* 'Steve Campbell'; 'David Bernhart';



'Robert Hoffman';



'Michael



Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn';



'Alexis Gutierrez';



'Sarah



Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas'; 'Barbara



Schroeder'



*Subject:* Re: Stranded iurtles in MS



We could, ---- What about the net size



restrictions being a state



law?
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I know where TEDs



are concerned we can board a boat in the



mountains if one was



there,



but does that also apply to state laws



and in state waters? We



can try



and do whatever you guys think we should.



ds



Mark Kinsey wrote:



Dale, do you plan on measuring the nets



and headrope? If so, I



will



send a



couple of agents/officers along. This is



a good training



opportunity



for my



agents who are not familiar with skimmer



vessels.



-----Original Message-----


From: Steve Campbell



[mailto:Steve.Campbell@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:25 PM



To: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'David Bernhart'



Cc: 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette';



'John Mitchell';



'Tracy



Dunn';



'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin';



'Wendy Teas'; 'Barbara
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Schroeder'; 'Mark



Kinsey'



Subject: RE: Stranded iurtles in MS



Dale,



As per our earlier telephone



conversation, we'll get together



early



next



week and schedule a night enforcement



patrol.



Steve



-----Original Message-----


From: Robert D Stevens



[mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]



Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 1:54 PM



To: David Bernhart



Cc: Robert Hoffman; Michael Barnette;



John Mitchell; Tracy



Dunn;



Alexis



Gutierrez; Sarah Wilkin; Steve Campbell;



Wendy Teas; Barbara



Schroeder; Mark



Kinsey



Subject: Re: Stranded iurtles in MS



David,



I just talked to some fishermen out of



Bayou La Batre AL. They



informed me



that a skimmer trawl is typically a trawl



used primarily at
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night.



They do



at times push in the daylight hours when



the sea conditions



are



rough and



the bottom is stirred up. This was the



case during the June 3,



patrol. I



will get with Enforcement and arrange a



night patrol in the



near



future to



try and document tow times.



David Bernhart wrote:



MS DMR regulations state:



"It shall be unlawful to use skimmer



trawls or wing nets



with a



maximum size greater than 25 feet on



the headrope and 32
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feet on



the



footrope."



For regular trawlers: "..not more



than 2 nets, each no



larger



than 25



feet on headrope and 32 feet on



footrope."



So, given that a regular door trawler



will only get 60-70%



opening



spread with his doors, but a skimmer



can get 100% opening--


at



least on



the headrope-- the state regs



actually allow skimmers to



carry a



lot



more net than door trawlers. Door



trawlers also have a



maximum



standard door height of 34", which



will limit the height



of



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.26005







9



the



net to



something in the several feet



range. How tall were the



legs



of



the



skimmers, Dale? 10-12'?



Do you think the skimmers were



exceeding those regulatory



limits, or



were you just surprised at how much



webbing the state regs



allow?>



Do you have any plans to try to



monitor skimmer trawler



effort



again?



-DB



Robert D Stevens wrote:



O.K. ---- I will recap the events



from the last two
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patrols



in the



Mississippi Sound. On Tuesday



June 3, 2010 the state



of



Mississippi



opened inshore waters from the



Biloxi/Ocean Springs



channel,



West, to



the LA/MS state line for shrimp



trawling. NOAA Special



Agents Steve



Campbell and James Kajoennen



accompanied me onboard



the



GMT



SafeBoat



for a TEDs patrol to assure that



trawlers were



complying



with TED



requirements. Forty vessels were



observed trawling in
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a



2 to



3 square



mile area off of Biloxi MS.



We estimated the number of



vessels operating with



skimmer



trawls as



opposed to conventional otter



trawls at approximately



3



to



1. The



conventional trawlers required to



have TEDs installed



in



their nets



were all in compliance with no



violations found. After



observing this



many trawlers in such a confined



area and giving the



number



of large
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skimmer trawl vessels in the



fleet it was a concern to



us



that this



would result in stranded turtles.



After the report of dead turtles



over the weekend



another



patrol was



conducted on Tuesday June 8,



2010.



NOAA Special Agent Steve Campbell



and I patrolled the



same



area and



found four otter trawl vessels



actively trawling with



one



skimmer



trawl vessel at anchor. The main



purpose of this



patrol



was



to get a



more accurate count of the



skimmers vessels in the



area
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and



try to



observe the tow times of some of



these vessels. One



thing



that was of



a concern to me was the size of



the skimmers being



observed



during



the previous patrol. With no



skimmers found on the



shrimping



grounds



we proceeded to the Biloxi Small



Craft Harbor in



Biloxi



MS.



There we



observed 20 vessels in the



harbor, only four of these



vessels were



otter trawl vessels.



The remaining sixteen vessels



were the larger skimmer



trawl



vessels
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and the same ones observed on the



shrimping grounds



during



the



previous patrol. These are large



vessels pushing very



large



skimmers.



I took some video of these



vessels at the dock to show



how



large



these skimmers are and to show



the amount of webbing



in



these nets.



I have this video and will try to



somehow get it



transfered



to a DVD



if any of you are interested in



it.



David Bernhart wrote:
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Hi Bob,



This is something we've been



looking at since



Wendy



alerted us to



the pulse in MS strandings on



Monday. There've



been



a



number of



e-mails going around. Sorry



you haven't been on



those,



I'll forward



some for your info.



Shrimping opened in MS Sound



on June 3. NMFS OLE



with



Pascagoula



assistance and MSDMR marine



patrol did a pretty



large



amount of TED
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compliance boardings and, as



I understand, didn't



find



any



significant



violations. However, OLE noted that



the



trawlers were



very concentrated in a few



areas, and Dale Stevens



estimated that



the boats were 75% skimmer



trawls. Pascagoula and



OLE



therefore



immediately made plans to go



out on June 8 to look



into



the skimmer



trawls more closely. So



Dale, we'll await your



detailed



report



eagerly.



On the locations of the



strandings vs. the
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shrimping



effort: Wendy



do you have all the stranding



locations yet? I



know



those data were



incomplete as of a few days



ago. It would be nice



to



look at that



vs. the shrimping



effort. BUT, I don't think we



should



draw any



major conclusions from



that. I think it's a



reasonable



assumption



(though far from always true)



that a stranding



occurs



pretty close



to where the mortality



occurred. But Miss. Sound



is
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a



pretty small



area itself: longshore



movements of carcasses



from



tide



and wind



and the movement of the



concentration of the



shrimp



fleet could make



any analysis not too



conclusive...



-DB



Robert D Stevens wrote:



Bob,



Special Agent Steve



Campbell and myself



conducted a



patrol on



Tuesday June 8. 2010. We



patrolled the area



off
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Biloxi MS and down



to Gulfport MS. I will



follow this reply with



a



more



detailed



report of what we



observed as I need to go get



my



notes off the GMT



boat. One thing to note,



the waters off of



Pascagoula have been



closed due too oil so no



trawlers have been in



this



area. I guess



the currents could have



carried the turtles to



the



area from some



other location, however



during the last two



patrols



( June 3 and



June 8) the winds and the



currents have been
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strong



from the East



to West. All trawling to



the East has been



closed



down due to the



oil so I don't know where



they would have come



from



down that way.



I will follow up in a few



with a more detailed



report on what



observed on Tuesday.



Robert Hoffman wrote:



Any way we can check



on shrimpers in MS



sound,



esp skimmers (check



tow times). We have



had 15 stranded



turtles



in



MS Sound (quite a
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few around



Pascagoula) with no oil and



looking



like they were



healthy prior to



death in the last 24 hours.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Wendy Teas <Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>



Sent: Friday, June 11, 2010 3:56 PM



To: Mark Kinsey



Cc: 'Barbara.Schroeder'; 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah



Wilkin'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'; 'David Cottingham'



Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



Great, I hope it is more than just rumor!



Mark Kinsey wrote:



>



> I am hearing rumors the state of Mississippi is planning to shut down



> shrimping in state waters. I don’t know if this will happen before we



> can monitor the skimmer tow time. Either way, it should reduce the



> strandings.



>



> *From:* Barbara.Schroeder [mailto:Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov]



> *Sent:* Friday, June 11, 2010 11:04 AM



> *To:* Mark Kinsey



> *Cc:* Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov; 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens';



> 'Steve Campbell'; 'David Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael



> Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin';



> 'Sheryan.Epperly'; David Cottingham



> *Subject:* Re: Stranded turtles in MS



>



> It is only 10AM here central time and we are working now to verify 20



> NEW stranding reports for MS called in already. I reccomend the state



> take immediate action and close down the shrimp season until this can



> be resolved, if they can't we should take emergency action under ESA



> if at all possible. Has anyone spoken with the state folks that



> manages the shrimp fisheries? It seems like we are all in agreement



> that all information points to skimmers or regular trawlers volume.



>



> Mark Kinsey wrote:



>



> I will speak with my boss and request permission to saturate the area



> with OLE for an extended period. At a minimum, we should be able to



> reduce the stranding rate by repetitive boardings. Additionally, I



> will contact Mississippi Law Enforcement and request they saturate the



> area simultaneously. Any vessels within the saturated area will be



> boarded and monitored.



> 



> -----Original Message-----


> From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov <mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>



> [mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]



> Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:37 PM



> To: Mark Kinsey
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> Cc: 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



> Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';



> 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'



> Subject: Re: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



> 



> WAY MORE!  June is generally a low stranding month in MS - usually



> only a handful (<5) turtles documented for the whole month.



> 



> ----- Original Message -----


> From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov> <mailto:Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



> Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:24 pm



> Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



> 



>  



>



>     How are the stranding this year compared to the past couple of



>



>     years? More



>



>     or less?



>



>     



>



>     -----Original Message-----


>



>     From: Alexis Gutierrez [mailto:Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov]



>



>     Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:20 PM



>



>     To: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov <mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>



>



>     Cc: Mark Kinsey; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



>



>     Bernhart';'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';



>



>     'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah



>



>     Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'



>



>     Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



>



>     



>



>     And while we were at dinner we got report of another dead one.



>



>     This is



>



>     extremely troubling. A



>



>     



>



>     Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov <mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov> wrote:
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>



>        



>



>         Not with any certainty.  They have all been moderately to



>



>              



>



>     severely



>



>        



>



>         decomposed so an educated guess would be dead 1-3 days - with



>



>              



>



>     the very



>



>        



>



>         high temperatures lately they decompose very quickly.



>



>         



>



>         I also just heard that there were at least 4 additional



> turtles



>



>              



>



>     on the



>



>        



>



>         beach in the Biloxi - Gulfport area.  There was also a call



>



>              



>



>     reporting



>



>        



>



>         3 dead turtles floating several miles offshore of the Pass



>



>              



>



>     Christian /



>



>        



>



>         Bay St. Louis area - these were not recovered.



>



>         



>
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>         ----- Original Message -----


>



>         From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



> <mailto:Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



>



>         Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:37 pm



>



>         Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



>



>         



>



>          



>



>              



>



>             Wendy, on the recent strandings, is there any way to



> determine



>



>                    



>



>     the



>



>        



>



>             date of



>



>   their death?



>



>             



>



>             -----Original Message-----


>



>             From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov <mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>



> [mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]



>



>             Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:03 PM



>



>             To: Mark Kinsey



>



>             Cc: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



>



>                    



>



> Bernhart'; 'Robert



>  



>



>             Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy



> Dunn';



>



>                    



>



> 'Alexis>> Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder';
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>



>     Sheryan.Epperly>> Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



>



>        



>



>             Attached is a map (thanks to Jeff Adams, GIS contractor to



> HQ)



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>         showing



>



>          



>



>              



>



>             Mississippi turtle stranding locations from 6/5/2010 -


>



>                    



>



>     6/9/2010.



>



>        



>



>             He also



>



>             included a semi-transparent layer of all strandings from



>



>                    



>



>     4/30/2010



>



>        



>



>             -


>



>             6/9/2010.



>



>             



>



>             The report for MS today (6/10/10) was very bad - there



> were 15



>



>                    



>



>     Kemp's>> ridleys recovered between Biloxi and Gulfport (the same



>



>     area of



>



>        
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>



>             concentration as recent days) and I received a very late



> report



>



>                    



>



>     of 6



>



>      



>



>             additional turtles still on the beach that will be



> retrieved



>



>                    



>



>     tomorrow>> morning. So, total for today = 21.



>



>        



>



>             



>



>             



>



>             



>



>             Mark Kinsey wrote:



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 This might be a good time to include Mississippi law



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             enforcement.



>



>             They



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 could accompany you during the boardings and document



> any



>



>                      



>



>                          



>
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>             violations.



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 We do have some jurisdiction over the skimmer but that



> depends on



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             the



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 vessel's home port.



>



>                 



>



>                 *From:* Robert D Stevens



> [mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]



>



>                 *Sent:* Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:50 PM



>



>                 *To:* Mark Kinsey



>



>                 *Cc:* 'Steve Campbell'; 'David Bernhart'; 'Robert



> Hoffman';



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             'Michael



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Alexis



> Gutierrez';



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             'Sarah



>
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>                



>



>                    



>



>                 Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas'; 'Barbara Schroeder'



>



>                 *Subject:* Re: Stranded iurtles in MS



>



>                 



>



>                 We could, ---- What about the net size restrictions



> being a state



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             law?



>



>     



>



>                    



>



>                 I know where TEDs



>



>                 are concerned we can board a boat in the mountains if



> one was



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             there,



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 but does that also apply to state laws and in state



> waters? We



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             can try



>



>                



>



>                   



>



>                 and do whatever you guys think we should.
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>



>                 ds



>



>                 



>



>                 



>



>                 Mark Kinsey wrote:



>



>                 



>



>                 Dale, do you plan on measuring the nets and headrope?



> If so, I



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             will



>



>             send a



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 couple of agents/officers along. This is a good



> training



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             opportunity



>



>             for my



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 agents who are not familiar with skimmer vessels.



>



>                 



>



>                 -----Original Message-----


>



>                 From: Steve Campbell [mailto:Steve.Campbell@noaa.gov]



>



>                 Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:25 PM



>



>                 To: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'David Bernhart'
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>



>                 Cc: 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John



> Mitchell';



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             'Tracy



>



>             Dunn';



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas';



> 'Barbara



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             Schroeder'; 'Mark



>



>           



>



>                    



>



>                 Kinsey'



>



>                 Subject: RE: Stranded iurtles in MS



>



>                 



>



>                 Dale,



>



>                 



>



>                 As per our earlier telephone conversation, we'll get



> together



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             early



>



>             next



>



>                



>
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>                    



>



>                 week and schedule a night enforcement patrol.



>



>                 



>



>                 Steve



>



>                 



>



>                 -----Original Message-----


>



>                 From: Robert D Stevens



> [mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]



>



>                 Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 1:54 PM



>



>                 To: David Bernhart



>



>                 Cc: Robert Hoffman; Michael Barnette; John Mitchell;



> Tracy



>



>                          



>



>     Dunn;



>



>        



>



>                 



>



>                          



>



>             Alexis



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 Gutierrez; Sarah Wilkin; Steve Campbell; Wendy Teas;



> Barbara



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             Schroeder; Mark



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 Kinsey



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.26009







12



>



>                 Subject: Re: Stranded iurtles in MS



>



>                 



>



>                 David,



>



>                 I just talked to some fishermen out of Bayou La Batre



> AL. They



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             informed me



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 that a skimmer trawl is typically a trawl used



> primarily at



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             night.



>



>             They do



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 at times push in the daylight hours when the sea



> conditions



>



>                   



>



>     are



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             rough and



>



>                



>
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>                    



>



>                 the bottom is stirred up. This was the case during the



> June 3,



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             patrol. I



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 will get with Enforcement and arrange a night patrol



> in the



>



>                          



>



>     near



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             future to



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                 try and document tow times.



>



>                 



>



>                 



>



>                 



>



>                 David Bernhart wrote:



>



>                  



>



>                 



>



>                     MS DMR regulations state:



>



>                 



>



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.26009







14



>                     



>



>                 



>



>                     "It shall be unlawful to use skimmer trawls or



> wing nets



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             with a



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                     maximum size greater than 25 feet on the headrope



> and 32



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             feet on



>



>             the



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                     footrope."



>



>                 



>



>                     



>



>                 



>



>                     For regular trawlers: "..not more than 2 nets,



> each no



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             larger



>



>             than 25



>



>                
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>



>                    



>



>                     feet on headrope and 32 feet on footrope."



>



>                 



>



>                     



>



>                 



>



>                     So, given that a regular door trawler will only



> get 60-70%



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             opening



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                     spread with his doors, but a skimmer can get 100%



> opening--


>



>                      



>



>            



>



>             at



>



>             least on



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                     the headrope-- the state regs actually allow



> skimmers to



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             carry a



>



>             lot



>



>                



>
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>                    



>



>                     more net than door trawlers.  Door trawlers also



> have a



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             maximum



>



>



>



>                    



>



>                     standard door height of 34", which will limit the



> height



>



>                          



>



>     of



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             the



>



>             net to



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                     something in the several feet range.  How tall



> were the



>



>                          



>



>     legs



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             of



>



>             the
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>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                     skimmers, Dale?  10-12'?



>



>                 



>



>                     



>



>                 



>



>                    Do you think the skimmers were exceeding those



> regulatory



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             limits, or



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                     were you just surprised at how much webbing the



> state regs



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             allow?>



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                     



>



>              



>



>                     Do you have any plans to try to monitor skimmer



> trawler



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             effort



>
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>             again?



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                     



>



>                 



>



>                     -DB



>



>                 



>



>                     



>



>                 



>



>                     Robert D Stevens wrote:



>



>                 



>



>                        



>



>         



>



>                         O.K. ---- I will recap the events from the



> last two



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             patrols



>



>             in the



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         Mississippi Sound. On Tuesday June 3, 2010 the



> state



>



>                          



>



>     of



>



>        



>



>                      



>
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>                          



>



>             Mississippi



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         opened inshore waters from the Biloxi/Ocean



> Springs



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             channel,



>



>             West, to



>



>                



>



>                 



>



>                         the LA/MS state line for shrimp trawling. NOAA



> Special



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             Agents Steve



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         Campbell and James Kajoennen accompanied me



> onboard



>



>                          



>



>     the



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             GMT



>



>             SafeBoat
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>



>            



>



>                    



>



>                         for a TEDs patrol to assure that trawlers were



>



>                          



>



>     complying



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             with TED



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         requirements. Forty vessels were observed



> trawling in



>



>                          



>



>     a



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>            2 to



>



>             3 square



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         mile area off of Biloxi MS.



>



>                 



>



>                         We estimated the number of vessels operating



> with



>



>                      
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>



>                          



>



>             skimmer



>



>             trawls as



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         opposed to conventional otter trawls at



> approximately



>



>               



>



>     3



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             to



>



>             1. The



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         conventional trawlers required to have TEDs



> installed



>



>                          



>



>     in



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             their nets



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         were all in compliance with no violations
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> found. After



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             observing this



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         many trawlers in such a confined area and



> giving the



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             number



>



>             of large



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         skimmer trawl vessels in the fleet it was a



> concern to



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             us



>



>             that this



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                    would result in stranded turtles.



>



>                 



>



>                         After the report of dead turtles over the



> weekend



>



>                      



>



>                          
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>



>             another



>



>             patrol was



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         conducted on Tuesday June 8, 2010.



>



>                 



>



>                         NOAA Special Agent Steve Campbell and I



> patrolled the



>



>                      



>



>           



>



>             same



>



>             area and



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         found four otter trawl vessels actively



> trawling with



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             one



>



>             skimmer



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         trawl vessel at anchor. The main purpose of



> this



>



>                          



>



>     patrol



>



>        



>
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>                      



>



>                          



>



>             was



>



>             to get a



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         more accurate count of the skimmers vessels in



> the



>



>                          



>



>     area



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             and



>



>             try to



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         observe the tow times of some of these



> vessels. One



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             thing



>



>             that was of



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         a concern to me was the size of the skimmers



> being



>



>                  
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>



>                          



>



>             observed



>



>             during



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         the previous patrol. With no skimmers found on



> the



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             shrimping



>



>             grounds



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         we proceeded to the Biloxi Small Craft Harbor



> in



>



>                          



>



>     Biloxi



>



> 



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             MS.



>



>             There we



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         observed 20 vessels in the harbor, only four



> of these



>



>                      



>
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>                          



>



>             vessels were



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         otter trawl vessels.



>



>                 



>



>                         The remaining sixteen vessels were the larger



> skimmer



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             trawl



>



>             vessels



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         and the same ones observed on the shrimping



> grounds



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             during



>



>             the



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         previous patrol. These are large vessels



> pushing very



>



>          



>



>                          



>



>             large



>



>             skimmers.
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>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         I took some video of these vessels at the dock



> to show



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             how



>



>             large



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         these skimmers are and to show the amount of



> webbing



>



>                          



>



>     in



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             these nets.



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                         I have this video and will try to somehow get



> it



>



>                      



>



>             



>



>             transfered



>



>             to a DVD



>



>                



>



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.26009







28



>                    



>



>                         if any of you are interested in it.



>



>                 



>



>                         



>



>                 



>



>                         



>



>                 



>



>                         



>



>                 



>



>                         



>



>                 



>



>                         



>



>                 



>



>                         David Bernhart wrote:



>



>                 



>



>                              



>



>                 



>



>                             Hi Bob,



>



>                 



>



>                             



>



>                 



>



>                             This is something we've been looking at



> since



>



>                          



>



>     Wendy



>



>        



>



>                      
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>



>                          



>



>             alerted us to



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             the pulse in MS strandings on Monday. 



> There've



>



>                          



>



>     been



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             a



>



>             number of



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             e-mails going around.  Sorry you haven't



> been on



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             those,



>



>             I'll forward



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             some for your info.



>



>                 



>



>                             



>



>                 
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>



>                             Shrimping opened in MS Sound on June 3. 



> NMFS OLE



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             with



>



>             Pascagoula



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             assistance and MSDMR marine patrol did a



> pretty



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             large



>



>             amount of TED



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             compliance boardings and, as I understand,



> didn't



>



>             



>



>                          



>



>             find



>



>             any



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             significant violations.  However, OLE



> noted that



>



>                          



>



>     the
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>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             trawlers were



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             very concentrated in a few areas, and Dale



> Stevens



>



>                   



>



>                          



>



>             estimated that



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             the boats were 75% skimmer trawls. 



> Pascagoula and



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             OLE



>



>             therefore



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             immediately made plans to go out on June 8



> to look



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             into



>



>             the skimmer



>
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>                



>



>                    



>



>                             trawls more closely.  So Dale, we'll await



> your



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             detailed



>



>             report



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             eagerly.



>



>                 



>



>                             



>



>                 



>



>                             On the locations of the strandings vs. the



>



>                          



>



>     shrimping



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             effort:  Wendy



>



>                



>



>       



>



>                             do you have all the stranding locations



> yet?  I



>



>                          



>



>     know



>
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>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             those data were



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             incomplete as of a few days ago.  It would



> be nice



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             to



>



>             look at that



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             vs. the shrimping effort.   BUT, I don't think we



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             should



>



>             draw any



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             major conclusions from that.  I think it's



> a



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             reasonable



>



>             assumption



>
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>                



>



>                



>



>                             (though far from always true) that a



> stranding



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             occurs



>



>             pretty close



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             to where the mortality occurred.  But



> Miss. Sound



>



>                          



>



>     is



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             a



>



>             pretty small



>



>         



>



>                    



>



>                             area itself:  longshore movements of



> carcasses



>



>                          



>



>     from



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          
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>



>             tide



>



>             and wind



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             and the movement of the concentration of



> the



>



>                          



>



>     shrimp



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             fleet could make



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                             any analysis not too conclusive...



>



>                 



>



>                             



>



>                 



>



> -DB



>



>                 



>



>                             



>



>                 



>



>                             Robert D Stevens wrote:



>



>                 



>



>                                    



>



>                 



>
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>                                 Bob,



>



>                 



>



>                                 Special Agent Steve Campbell and



> myself



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             conducted a



>



>             patrol on



>



>



>



>                    



>



>                                 Tuesday June 8. 2010. We patrolled the



> area



>



>                          



>



>     off



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             Biloxi MS and down



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                                 to Gulfport MS. I will follow this



> reply with



>



>                          



>



>     a



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             more
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>



>             detailed



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                                 report of what we observed as I need



> to go get



>



>                      



>



>                  



>



>             my



>



>             notes off the GMT



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                                 boat. One thing to note, the waters



> off of



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             Pascagoula have been



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                                 closed due too oil so no trawlers have



> been in



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             this



>



>       area. I guess



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                                 the currents could have carried the



> turtles to
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>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             the



>



>             area from some



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                                 other location, however during the



> last two



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             patrols



>



>             ( June 3 and



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                                 June 8) the winds and the currents



> have been



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             strong



>



>             from the East



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                                 to West. All trawling to the East has



> been



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             closed



>
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>             down due to the



>



>             



>



>                    



>



>                                 oil so I don't know where they would



> have come



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             from



>



>             down that way. 



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                                 I will follow up in a few with a more



> detailed



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             report on what



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>         observed on Tuesday.



>



>                 



>



>                                 



>



>                 



>



>                                 



>



>                 



>



>                                 Robert Hoffman wrote:



>



>                 



>



>                                          



>
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>                 



>



>                                     Any way we can check on shrimpers



> in MS



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             sound,



>



> esp skimmers (check



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                                     tow times).  We have had 15



> stranded



>



>                          



>



>     turtles



>



>        



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>             in



>



>             MS Sound (quite a



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>                                     few around Pascagoula) with no oil



> and



>



>                      



>



>               



>



>             looking



>



>             like they were



>



>                



>



>                    
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>



>                                     healthy prior to death in the last 24 hours.



>



>                 



>



>                                                



>



>                 



>



>                 



>



>                 



>



>                  



>



>                      



>



>                          



>



>                



>



>                    



>



>     



>



>        



>



> 



>  
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



Sent: Friday, June 11, 2010 5:18 PM



To: 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Wendy Teas'



Cc: 'Barbara.Schroeder'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David Bernhart'; 'Robert



Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin';



'Sheryan.Epperly'; 'David Cottingham'



Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



The oil spill is heading in that direction, forcing a closure. I am waiting for confirmation.



-----Original Message-----


From: Alexis Gutierrez [mailto:Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov]



Sent: Friday, June 11, 2010 4:36 PM



To: Wendy Teas



Cc: Mark Kinsey; 'Barbara.Schroeder'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael



Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'; 'David Cottingham'



Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



Great news! Is there any way we can confirm this? Thanks, A



Wendy Teas wrote:



> Great, I hope it is more than just rumor!



>



> Mark Kinsey wrote:



>>



>> I am hearing rumors the state of Mississippi is planning to shut down



>> shrimping in state waters. I don't know if this will happen before we



>> can monitor the skimmer tow time. Either way, it should reduce the



>> strandings.



>>



>> *From:* Barbara.Schroeder [mailto:Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov]



>> *Sent:* Friday, June 11, 2010 11:04 AM



>> *To:* Mark Kinsey



>> *Cc:* Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov; 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens';



>> 'Steve Campbell'; 'David Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael



>> Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin';



>> 'Sheryan.Epperly'; David Cottingham



>> *Subject:* Re: Stranded turtles in MS



>>



>> It is only 10AM here central time and we are working now to verify 20



>> NEW stranding reports for MS called in already. I reccomend the state



>> take immediate action and close down the shrimp season until this can



>> be resolved, if they can't we should take emergency action under ESA



>> if at all possible. Has anyone spoken with the state folks that



>> manages the shrimp fisheries? It seems like we are all in agreement



>> that all information points to skimmers or regular trawlers volume.



>>



>> Mark Kinsey wrote:
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>>



>> I will speak with my boss and request permission to saturate the area



>> with OLE for an extended period. At a minimum, we should be able to



>> reduce the stranding rate by repetitive boardings. Additionally, I



>> will contact Mississippi Law Enforcement and request they saturate



>> the area simultaneously. Any vessels within the saturated area will



>> be boarded and monitored.



>> -----Original Message-----


>> From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov <mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>



>> [mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov] Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:37 PM



>> To: Mark Kinsey



>> Cc: 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



>> Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';



>> 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'



>> Subject: Re: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



>> 



>> WAY MORE!  June is generally a low stranding month in MS - usually



>> only a handful (<5) turtles documented for the whole month.



>> 



>> ----- Original Message -----


>> From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



>> <mailto:Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



>> Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:24 pm



>> Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



>> 



>> 



>>     How are the stranding this year compared to the past couple of



>>     years? More



>>



>>     or less?



>>



>>    



>>     -----Original Message-----


>>



>>     From: Alexis Gutierrez [mailto:Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov]



>>     Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:20 PM



>>



>>     To: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov <mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>



>>



>>     Cc: Mark Kinsey; 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



>>     Bernhart';'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell';



>>     'Tracy Dunn'; 'Sarah



>>



>>     Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder'; 'Sheryan.Epperly'



>>



>>     Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



>>



>>    



>>     And while we were at dinner we got report of another dead one.



>>     This is



>>     extremely troubling. A



>>
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>>    



>>     Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov <mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov> wrote:



>>



>>       



>>         Not with any certainty.  They have all been moderately to



>>             



>>     severely



>>       



>>         decomposed so an educated guess would be dead 1-3 days - with



>>             



>>     the very



>>       



>>         high temperatures lately they decompose very quickly.



>>



>>        



>>         I also just heard that there were at least 4 additional



>> turtles



>>  



>>     on the



>>       



>>         beach in the Biloxi - Gulfport area.  There was also a call



>>             



>>     reporting



>>       



>>         3 dead turtles floating several miles offshore of the Pass



>>             



>>     Christian /



>>       



>>         Bay St. Louis area - these were not recovered.



>>



>>        



>>         ----- Original Message -----


>>



>>         From: Mark Kinsey <Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



>> <mailto:Mark.Kinsey@noaa.gov>



>>



>>         Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:37 pm



>>



>>         Subject: RE: Stranded turtles in MS



>>



>>        



>>         



>>             



>>             Wendy, on the recent strandings, is there any way to



>> determine



>>                   



>>     the



>>       



>>    date of



>>



>>             their death?



>>
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>>            



>>             -----Original Message-----


>>



>>             From: Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov <mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov>



>> [mailto:Wendy.Teas@noaa.gov]



>>             Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 8:03 PM



>>



>>             To: Mark Kinsey



>>



>>             Cc: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'Steve Campbell'; 'David



>>                   



>> Bernhart'; 'Robert



>> 



>>             Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy



>> Dunn';



>>                   



>>     'Alexis>> Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Barbara Schroeder';



>>     Sheryan.Epperly>> Subject: Re: Stranded turtles in MS



>>



>>       



>>             Attached is a map (thanks to Jeff Adams, GIS contractor



>> to HQ)



>>               



>>                   



>>         showing



>>



>>         



>>             



>>             Mississippi turtle stranding locations from 6/5/2010 -


>>                   



>>     6/9/2010.



>>       



>>             He also



>>



>>             included a semi-transparent layer of all strandings from



>>                   



>>     4/30/2010



>>       



>>             -


>>



>>             6/9/2010.



>>



>>            



>>             The report for MS today (6/10/10) was very bad - there



>> were 15



>>                   



>>     Kemp's>> ridleys recovered between Biloxi and Gulfport (the same



>>     area of



>>



>>       



>>             concentration as recent days) and I received a very late



>> report
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>>                   



>>     of 6



>>



>>       



>>             additional turtles still on the beach that will be



>> retrieved



>>                   



>>     tomorrow>> morning. So, total for today = 21.



>>



>>       



>>            



>>            



>>            



>>             Mark Kinsey wrote:



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                 This might be a good time to include Mississippi law



>>                     



>>                         



>>             enforcement.



>>             They



>>



>>                   



>>                 could accompany you during the boardings and document



>> any



>>



>>                     



>>                         



>>             violations.



>>               



>>                   



>>        We do have some jurisdiction over the skimmer but



>> that depends on



>>



>>                     



>>                         



>>             the



>>               



>>                   



>>                 vessel's home port.



>>



>>                



>>                 *From:* Robert D Stevens



>> [mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]



>>



>>                 *Sent:* Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:50 PM



>>



>>                 *To:* Mark Kinsey



>>



>>                 *Cc:* 'Steve Campbell'; 'David Bernhart'; 'Robert



>> Hoffman';
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>>                     



>>                         



>>             'Michael



>>               



>>                   



>>                 Barnette'; 'John Mitchell'; 'Tracy Dunn'; 'Alexis



>> Gutierrez';



>>             



>>                         



>>             'Sarah



>>               



>>                   



>>                 Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas'; 'Barbara Schroeder'



>>



>>                 *Subject:* Re: Stranded iurtles in MS



>>



>>                



>>                 We could, ---- What about the net size restrictions



>> being a state



>>



>>                     



>>                         



>>             law?



>>               



>>                   



>>                 I know where TEDs



>>



>>      are concerned we can board a boat in the mountains if



>> one was



>>                     



>>                         



>>             there,



>>               



>>                   



>>                 but does that also apply to state laws and in state



>> waters? We



>>                     



>>                         



>>             can try



>>               



>>                   



>>                 and do whatever you guys think we should.



>>



>>                 ds



>>



>>                



>>                



>>                 Mark Kinsey wrote:



>>



>>                



>>                 Dale, do you plan on measuring the nets and headrope?



>> If so, I
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>>                     



>>                         



>>             will



>>             send a



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                 couple of agents/officers along. This is a good



>> training



>>                     



>>                         



>>             opportunity



>>             for my



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                 agents who are not familiar with skimmer vessels.



>>                



>>                 -----Original Message-----


>>



>>                 From: Steve Campbell [mailto:Steve.Campbell@noaa.gov]



>>                 Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:25 PM



>>



>>                 To: 'Robert D Stevens'; 'David Bernhart'



>>



>>                 Cc: 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Michael Barnette'; 'John



>> Mitchell';



>>                     



>>                       



>>             'Tracy



>>             Dunn';



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                 'Alexis Gutierrez'; 'Sarah Wilkin'; 'Wendy Teas';



>> 'Barbara



>>                     



>>                         



>>             Schroeder'; 'Mark



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                 Kinsey'



>>



>>                 Subject: RE: Stranded iurtles in MS



>>



>>                



>>                 Dale,



>>



>>                



>>                 As per our earlier telephone conversation, we'll get



>> together
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>>                     



>>                         



>>             early



>>             next



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                 week and schedule a night enforcement patrol.



>>



>>                



>>                 Steve



>>



>>                



>>                 -----Original Message-----


>>



>>                 From: Robert D Stevens



>> [mailto:Robert.D.Stevens@noaa.gov]



>>                 Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 1:54 PM



>>



>>                 To: David Bernhart



>>



>>                 Cc: Robert Hoffman; Michael Barnette; John Mitchell;



>> Tracy



>>                         



>>     Dunn;



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             Alexis



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                 Gutierrez; Sarah Wilkin; Steve Campbell; Wendy Teas;



>> Barbara



>>                     



>>                         



>>             Schroeder; Mark



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                 Kinsey



>>



>>                 Subject: Re: Stranded iurtles in MS



>>



>>                



>>                 David,



>>



>>                 I just talked to some fishermen out of Bayou La Batre



>> AL. They



>>                     



>>                         



>>             informed me
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>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                 that a skimmer trawl is typically a trawl used



>> primarily at



>>                     



>>                         



>>             night.



>>             They do



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                 at times push in the daylight hours when the sea



>> conditions



>>                         



>>     are



>>       



>>



>>                         



>>             rough and



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                 the bottom is stirred up. This was the case during



>> the June 3,



>>                     



>>                     



>>             patrol. I



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                 will get with Enforcement and arrange a night patrol



>> in the



>>                         



>>     near



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             future to



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                 try and document tow times.



>>



>>                



>>                



>>                



>>                 David Bernhart wrote:



>>



>>



>>                



>>                     MS DMR regulations state:
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>>



>>                



>>                    



>>                



>>                     "It shall be unlawful to use skimmer trawls or



>> wing nets



>>               



>>                         



>>             with a



>>               



>>                   



>>                     maximum size greater than 25 feet on the headrope



>> and 32



>>                     



>>                         



>>             feet on



>>             the



>>               



>>                   



>>                     footrope."



>>



>>                



>>                    



>>                



>>                     For regular trawlers: "..not more than 2 nets,



>> each no



>>                     



>>                         



>>             larger



>>             than 25



>>               



>>                   



>>                     feet on headrope and 32 feet on footrope."



>>



>>                



>>            



>>                



>>                     So, given that a regular door trawler will only



>> get 60-70%



>>                     



>>                         



>>             opening



>>               



>>                   



>>                     spread with his doors, but a skimmer can get 100%



>> opening--


>>



>>                     



>>                         



>>             at



>>             least on



>>               
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>>                   



>>                     the headrope-- the state regs actually allow



>> skimmers to



>>                     



>>                         



>>             carry a



>>             lot



>>               



>>                   



>>                     more net than door trawlers.  Door trawlers also



>> have a



>>                     



>>                         



>>             maximum



>>               



>>                   



>>                     standard door height of 34", which will limit the



>> height



>>                         



>>     of



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             the



>>             net to



>>               



>>                   



>>                     something in the several feet range.  How tall



>> were the



>>            



>>     legs



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             of



>>             the



>>               



>>                   



>>                     skimmers, Dale?  10-12'?



>>



>>                



>>            



>>                



>>                     Do you think the skimmers were exceeding those



>> regulatory



>>                     



>>                         



>>             limits, or



>>               



>>                   



>>                     were you just surprised at how much webbing the



>> state regs
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>>                     



>>                         



>>             allow?>



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                    



>>                



>>  Do you have any plans to try to monitor skimmer



>> trawler



>>                     



>>                         



>>             effort



>>             again?



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                    



>>       



>>                     -DB



>>



>>                



>>                    



>>                



>>                     Robert D Stevens wrote:



>>



>>                



>>                       



>>                



>>                         O.K. ---- I will recap the events from the



>> last two



>>                     



>>                         



>>             patrols



>>             in the



>>               



>>                   



>>                         Mississippi Sound. On Tuesday June 3, 2010



>> the state



>>                         



>>     of



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             Mississippi



>>               



>>                   



>>                         opened inshore waters from the Biloxi/Ocean



>> Springs



>>                     



>>                         



>>             channel,
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>>             West, to



>>               



>>                   



>>                         the LA/MS state line for shrimp trawling.



>> NOAA Special



>>                     



>>                         



>>             Agents Steve



>>               



>>                   



>>                         Campbell and James Kajoennen accompanied me



>> onboard



>>                         



>>     the



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             GMT



>>             SafeBoat



>>               



>>                   



>>                         for a TEDs patrol to assure that trawlers



>> were



>>                         



>>     complying



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             with TED



>>               



>>                   



>>                         requirements. Forty vessels were observed



>> trawling in



>>                         



>>     a



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             2 to



>>             3 square



>>               



>>  



>>                         mile area off of Biloxi MS.



>>



>>                



>>                         We estimated the number of vessels operating



>> with



>>                     



>>                         



>>             skimmer



>> trawls as



>>               
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>>                   



>>                         opposed to conventional otter trawls at



>> approximately



>>                         



>>     3



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             to



>>             1. The



>>               



>>                   



>>                         conventional trawlers required to have TEDs



>> installed



>>                         



>>     in



>>       



>>                     



>>           



>>             their nets



>>               



>>                   



>>                         were all in compliance with no violations



>> found. After



>>                     



>>                         



>>             observing this



>>



>>                   



>>                         many trawlers in such a confined area and



>> giving the



>>                     



>>                         



>>             number



>>             of large



>>               



>>                   



>>                         skimmer trawl vessels in the fleet it was a



>> concern to



>>                     



>>                         



>>             us



>>             that this



>>               



>>                   



>>      would result in stranded turtles.



>>



>>                



>>                         After the report of dead turtles over the



>> weekend



>>                     



>>                         
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>>             another



>>             patrol was



>>               



>>                   



>>                         conducted on Tuesday June 8, 2010.



>>



>>                



>>                         NOAA Special Agent Steve Campbell and I



>> patrolled the



>>                     



>>            



>>             same



>>             area and



>>               



>>                   



>>                         found four otter trawl vessels actively



>> trawling with



>>                     



>>                         



>>             one



>>             skimmer



>>               



>>                   



>>                         trawl vessel at anchor. The main purpose of



>> this



>>                         



>>     patrol



>>       



>>                     



>>          



>>             was



>>             to get a



>>               



>>                   



>>                         more accurate count of the skimmers vessels



>> in the



>>                         



>>     area



>>       



>>                  



>>                         



>>             and



>>             try to



>>               



>>                   



>>                         observe the tow times of some of these



>> vessels. One



>>                     



>>                         



>>             thing



>>             that was of



>>               
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>>                   



>>                         a concern to me was the size of the skimmers



>> being



>>                     



>>                         



>>             observed



>>    during



>>               



>>                   



>>                         the previous patrol. With no skimmers found



>> on the



>>                     



>>                         



>>             shrimping



>>             grounds



>>           



>>                   



>>                         we proceeded to the Biloxi Small Craft Harbor



>> in



>>                         



>>     Biloxi



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             MS.



>>             There we



>>               



>>                   



>>                         observed 20 vessels in the harbor, only four



>> of these



>>                     



>>                         



>>             vessels were



>>               



>> 



>>                         otter trawl vessels.



>>



>>                



>>                         The remaining sixteen vessels were the larger



>> skimmer



>>                     



>>                         



>>             trawl



>>    vessels



>>               



>>                   



>>                         and the same ones observed on the shrimping



>> grounds



>>                     



>>                         



>>             during



>>             the
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>>               



>>                   



>>                         previous patrol. These are large vessels



>> pushing very



>>                     



>>                         



>>             large



>>             skimmers.



>>               



>>                   



>>    I took some video of these vessels at the



>> dock to show



>>                     



>>                         



>>             how



>>             large



>>               



>>                   



>>                         these skimmers are and to show the amount of



>> webbing



>>                         



>>     in



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             these nets.



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                         I have this video and will try to somehow get



>> it



>>                     



>>                         



>>             transfered



>>             to a DVD



>>               



>>                   



>>                         if any of you are interested in it.



>>



>>                



>>                        



>>                



>>                        



>>                



>>                        



>>                



>>                        



>>                



>>     



>>                



>>                         David Bernhart wrote:



>>
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>>                



>>                             



>>                



>>                             Hi Bob,



>>



>>                



>>                            



>>                



>>                             This is something we've been looking at



>> since



>>                         



>>     Wendy



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             alerted us to



>>               



>>                   



>>                             the pulse in MS strandings on Monday. 



>> There've



>>                         



>>     been



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>          a



>>             number of



>>               



>>                   



>>                             e-mails going around.  Sorry you haven't



>> been on



>>                     



>>                         



>>             those,



>>             I'll forward



>>               



>>                   



>>                             some for your info.



>>



>>                



>>                            



>>                



>>                             Shrimping opened in MS Sound on June 3. 



>> NMFS OLE



>>                     



>>                         



>>             with



>>             Pascagoula



>>               



>>                   



>>                             assistance and MSDMR marine patrol did a



>> pretty
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>>   



>>                         



>>             large



>>             amount of TED



>>               



>>                   



>>                             compliance boardings and, as I



>> understand, didn't



>>                     



>>                         



>>             find



>>             any



>>               



>>                   



>>                             significant violations.  However, OLE



>> noted that



>>                         



>>     the



>>       



>>        



>>                         



>>             trawlers were



>>               



>>                   



>>                             very concentrated in a few areas, and



>> Dale Stevens



>>                     



>>                         



>> estimated that



>>               



>>                   



>>                             the boats were 75% skimmer trawls. 



>> Pascagoula and



>>                     



>>                         



>>             OLE



>>             therefore



>>               



>>                   



>>                             immediately made plans to go out on June



>> 8 to look



>>                     



>>                         



>>             into



>>             the skimmer



>>               



>>      



>>                             trawls more closely.  So Dale, we'll



>> await your



>>                     



>>                         



>>             detailed



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.26012







20



>>             report



>>               



>>                   



>>               eagerly.



>>



>>                



>>                            



>>                



>>                             On the locations of the strandings vs.



>> the



>>                         



>>     shrimping



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             effort:  Wendy



>>               



>>                   



>>                             do you have all the stranding locations



>> yet?  I



>>                         



>>     know



>>   



>>                     



>>                         



>>             those data were



>>               



>>                   



>>                             incomplete as of a few days ago.  It



>> would be nice



>>                     



>>          



>>             to



>>             look at that



>>



>>               



>>                   



>>                             vs. the shrimping effort.   BUT, I don't



>> think we



>>                     



>>                         



>>             should



>>             draw any



>>               



>>                   



>>                             major conclusions from that.  I think



>> it's a



>>                     



>>                         



>>             reasonable



>>      assumption



>>               
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>>                   



>>                             (though far from always true) that a



>> stranding



>>                     



>>                         



>>             occurs



>>             pretty close



>>       



>>                   



>>                             to where the mortality occurred.  But



>> Miss. Sound



>>                         



>>     is



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             a



>>             pretty small



>>               



>>                   



>>                             area itself:  longshore movements of



>> carcasses



>>                         



>>     from



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             tide



>>             and wind



>>               



>>                   



>>                             and the movement of the concentration of



>> the



>>                         



>>     shrimp



>>       



>>                     



>>        



>>             fleet could make



>>               



>>                   



>>                             any analysis not too conclusive...



>>



>>                



>>                            



>>                



>>                     -DB



>>



>>                



>>                            



>>                



>>                             Robert D Stevens wrote:
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>>



>>                



>>                                   



>>                



>>                                 Bob,



>>



>>                



>>                                 Special Agent Steve Campbell and



>> myself



>>                     



>>                         



>>             conducted a



>>             patrol on



>>     



>>                   



>>                                 Tuesday June 8. 2010. We patrolled



>> the area



>>                         



>>     off



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             Biloxi MS and down



>>               



>>                   



>>                                 to Gulfport MS. I will follow this



>> reply with



>>                         



>>     a



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             more



>>             detailed



>>               



>>                   



>>                                 report of what we observed as I need



>> to go get



>>                     



>>                         



>>             my



>>             notes off the GMT



>>               



>>                   



>>                                 boat. One thing to note, the waters



>> off of



>>                     



>>                         



>>             Pascagoula have been



>>               



>>                   



>>                                 closed due too oil so no trawlers
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>> have been in



>>                     



>>                         



>>             this



>>             area. I guess



>>               



>>                   



>>                                 the currents could have carried the



>> turtles to



>>                     



>>                         



>>             the



>>             area from some



>>               



>>                   



>>                       other location, however during the



>> last two



>>                     



>>                         



>>             patrols



>>             ( June 3 and



>>               



>>                   



>>                                 June 8) the winds and the currents



>> have been



>>                     



>>                         



>>             strong



>>             from the East



>>               



>>                   



>>                                 to West. All trawling to the East has



>> been



>>                     



>>                         



>>             closed



>>             down due to the



>>               



>>                   



>>                                 oil so I don't know where they would



>> have come



>>          



>>                         



>>             from



>>             down that way.



>>               



>>                   



>>                                 I will follow up in a few with a more



>> detailed



>>                     



>>        



>>             report on what
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>>               



>>                   



>>                                 observed on Tuesday.



>>



>>                



>>                                



>>                



>>                                



>>                



>>                                 Robert Hoffman wrote:



>>



>>                



>>                                         



>>                



>>                                     Any way we can check on shrimpers



>> in MS



>>                     



>>                         



>>             sound,



>>             esp skimmers (check



>>               



>>                   



>>                                     tow times).  We have had 15



>> stranded



>>                         



>>     turtles



>>       



>>                     



>>                         



>>             in



>>             MS Sound (quite a



>>               



>>                   



>>                                     few around Pascagoula) with no



>> oil and



>>                     



>>                         



>>             looking



>>             like they were



>>               



>>                   



>>                                     healthy prior to death in the



>> last 24 hours.



>>



>>                



>>                                               



>>                



>>                



>>                



>>                 



>>                     



>>                         
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>>               



>>       



>>    



>>       



>> 



>>  
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Barbara Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>



Sent: Friday, June 25, 2010 3:31 PM



To: Dennis Klemm



Cc: 'teri.rowles@noaa.gov'; Alexis Gutierrez; Wendy Teas



Subject: Re: have you seen this?



Hi Dennis,



We have stranding responders they are not folks that we can send to public meetings. If Hancock County



contains Waveland, MS then we know about the many many turtles being hooked on the pier, it's burdening our



rehab centers that need to focus on and be ready for oiled turtles. We NMFS should close the pier, they've



illegally taken many many Kemp's ridleys. Not sure what a person at the public meetings could contribute,



what is the question? Is she talking about dead turtles in MS?



Barbara



Barbara Schroeder



National Sea Turtle Coordinator



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



email:  barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov



Phone:  301-713-2322



To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is our only legitimate



hope.        Wendell Berry



Dennis Klemm wrote:



Hi Barbara,



I just got a phone call from Robin Murray, a biologist in Mississippi working on the DWH-BP oil



response. She said they've been getting many reports of large numbers of turtles along the coastline, near piers,



etc, of Hancock County, some of which are getting hooked by fishermen. She said that the EPA person



running public meetings in the area wanted to get a sea turtle person to one of the meetings to discuss this with



the public and the responders in the area. Is there someone in that area who is doing that sort of work, or do we



have a set response for such requests at this time?



Thanks,



--


Dennis L. Klemm



Sea Turtle Coordinator



Protected Resources Division



Southeast Regional Office (SERO)



National Marine Fisheries Service- NOAA



Dennis.Klemm@noaa.gov



727 824-5312
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Barbara Schroeder wrote:



okay, it was on their front page so don't know



Barbara Schroeder



National Sea Turtle Coordinator



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



email: barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov



Phone:  301-713-2322



To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is our only legitimate



hope.        Wendell Berry



Dennis Klemm wrote:



Hi Barbara,



I hadn't seen that before. However, is the date on it correct? It's labeled as 9/3/2008, so it's almost 2 years old.



--


Dennis L. Klemm



Sea Turtle Coordinator



Protected Resources Division



Southeast Regional Office (SERO)



National Marine Fisheries Service- NOAA



Dennis.Klemm@noaa.gov



727 824-5312



Barbara Schroeder wrote:



http://www.seaturtle.org/cgi-bin/imagelib/index.pl?photo=4089
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Dennis Klemm <Dennis.Klemm@noaa.gov>



Sent: Friday, June 25, 2010 3:54 PM



To: Barbara Schroeder



Cc: 'teri.rowles@noaa.gov'; Alexis Gutierrez; Wendy Teas



Subject: Re: have you seen this?



Attachments: Dennis_Klemm.vcf



Hi Barbara,



I'm actually trying to find out the answers to some of those questions. The woman who called me, Robin



Murray, just started working spill response in that area and isn't that informed yet. She said the turtles were



alive. She gave me the number and name for the woman from the EPA (Kris Wagner; 804-337-3049) that had



asked her to call us. When I called I got her voice mail and it was too full to leave any more messages. I'll let



you know when I get more info.



thanks,



--


Dennis L. Klemm



Sea Turtle Coordinator



Protected Resources Division



Southeast Regional Office (SERO)



National Marine Fisheries Service- NOAA



Dennis.Klemm@noaa.gov



727 824-5312



Barbara Schroeder wrote:



Hi Dennis,



We have stranding responders they are not folks that we can send to public meetings. If Hancock County



contains Waveland, MS then we know about the many many turtles being hooked on the pier, it's burdening our



rehab centers that need to focus on and be ready for oiled turtles. We NMFS should close the pier, they've



illegally taken many many Kemp's ridleys. Not sure what a person at the public meetings could contribute,



what is the question? Is she talking about dead turtles in MS?



Barbara



Barbara Schroeder



National Sea Turtle Coordinator



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



email: barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov



Phone:  301-713-2322



To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is our only legitimate



hope.        Wendell Berry
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Dennis Klemm wrote:



Hi Barbara,



I just got a phone call from Robin Murray, a biologist in Mississippi working on the DWH-BP oil



response. She said they've been getting many reports of large numbers of turtles along the coastline, near piers,



etc, of Hancock County, some of which are getting hooked by fishermen. She said that the EPA person



running public meetings in the area wanted to get a sea turtle person to one of the meetings to discuss this with



the public and the responders in the area. Is there someone in that area who is doing that sort of work, or do we



have a set response for such requests at this time?



Thanks,



--


Dennis L. Klemm



Sea Turtle Coordinator



Protected Resources Division



Southeast Regional Office (SERO)



National Marine Fisheries Service- NOAA



Dennis.Klemm@noaa.gov



727 824-5312



Barbara Schroeder wrote:



okay, it was on their front page so don't know



Barbara Schroeder



National Sea Turtle Coordinator



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



email: barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov



Phone:  301-713-2322



To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is our only legitimate



hope.        Wendell Berry



Dennis Klemm wrote:



Hi Barbara,



I hadn't seen that before. However, is the date on it correct? It's labeled as 9/3/2008, so it's almost 2 years old.



--


Dennis L. Klemm



Sea Turtle Coordinator



Protected Resources Division



Southeast Regional Office (SERO)
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National Marine Fisheries Service- NOAA



Dennis.Klemm@noaa.gov



727 824-5312



Barbara Schroeder wrote:



http://www.seaturtle.org/cgi-bin/imagelib/index.pl?photo=4089
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Dennis Klemm

Fishery Biologist

National Marine Fisheries Service

Protected Resources Division



263 13th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, FL   33701



727 570-5312        ( Work  )

727 570-5517        ( Fax  )



Dennis.Klemm@noaa.gov        ( Internet  )



Formatted Name

Dennis Klemm



Name

Family: Klemm



First: Dennis

Middle:

Prefix:

Suffix:



Organization

National Marine Fisheries Service

Protected Resources Division



Address        ( Domestic  )

P.O. Address:



Extended Address:

Street: 263 13th Avenue South



Locality: St. Petersburg

Region: FL



Postal Code: 33701

Country:



Electronic Mail Address        ( Internet  )

Dennis.Klemm@noaa.gov



Title

Fishery Biologist



Telephone Number        ( Work  )

727 570-5312



Telephone Number        ( Fax  )

727 570-5517
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Joe Dillon <Joseph.J.Dillon@noaa.gov>



Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2010 8:05 PM



To: 'jessica.powell'; 'Calusa Horn'; 'Alexis Gutierrez'



Cc: 'Teri Rowles'; Jordan.Stout@noaa.gov; 'Ruth.Yender'



Subject: FYI - VOO - keep it quiet



Attachments: 6-29-10SERsec7Letter.pdf



FYI - Please keep this to yourself.  I'm trying to make this happen quickly without much more conflict, but I want you to



be in the loop.  We will not have VOO out for a couple of days anyway.



Thanks,



Joe



-----Original Message-----


From: Joe Dillon [mailto:Joseph.J.Dillon@noaa.gov]



Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2010 5:47 PM



To: 'Tim.W.Pavilonis@uscg.mil'



Cc: 'Nolan, John CDR'; 'Shults, Rebecca LT'; 'David Bernhart'; 'Robert Hoffman'; 'Teri Rowles'



Subject: RE: FWNumbers-full report 28/June/2010



Tim,



Attached is a letter I got from the Southeast Region of NMFS this afternoon.



I asked them to clarify the turtle rescue/handling issue.  The letter discusses section 7 issues in general until the last



couple of paragraphs when it discusses how we are making recommendations and that these recommendations should



be followed whenever possible.  The letter closes by



saying:



Many of these recommendations include provisions to handle injured, oiled, and dead sea turtles. Existing regulations



(50 CFR 222.3 10 and 223.206(b)) authorize members of the Coast Guard or the Coast Guard's agents to aid and collect



these turtles. Coast Guard agents include authorized response personnel working under the direction of the IC who take



their direction from the ICPs and the associated 204 forms. 



This is a very formal way of saying that the VOO (Coast Guard's agents) can be authorized to collect these turtles.  As the



Coast Guard's agents, they will not be held liable for "take".  We have provided the recommendation and the protocols



to accomplish this to both the Houma and Mobile Incident Commands.  We recognize that the ideal equipment may not



be on every boat, but we expect many of the VOO to have sufficiently large nets to capture the mostly juvenile turtles



(dinner plate size) we expect to be in trouble.



Most are professional or recreational fishing vessels, right?  Your e-mail references that 50 kits were ordered already,



but personnel could use other "transport crates" which they have available for this emergency operation.



Personnel do not need to be properly trained given the special circumstances we are facing.  They just need to be



provided the associated 204 which should include the protocols and do their best to follow them.



We are expecting that the current storm will push both turtles and oil into the near-shore area and could result in



significant numbers of turtles in need of rescue.  It is imperative that this logjam be broken and that those VOO



responders who want to rescue the turtles, know that this is an authorized activity.  We can not force people to



undertake this activity of course, but can only hope that there are enough VOO who will be willing to undertake this



important task when they can safely do so.
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Regarding the other ESA Section 7 provisions of the letter, the projects that come through the ICS system will be handled



by the Section 7 personnel currently assigned to the spill response.  We will have the BMP distribution system available



very soon (I'm told in the morning) to efficiently build the recommendations into the IAPs and the 204s.  We will be



exploring how to push them down from the UC to the ICs officially.



There are projects being proposed as emergency actions by the US Army Corps of Engineers districts over in your neck of



the woods outside of the ICS.



We and the regional offices of NMFS and the USFWS are discussing how to best address that issue, but those projects



will continue to go to the Regional offices in the meantime.



Please contact me if you have any questions at 707-480-3496.



Thank you very much for your efforts in this matter,



Joe Dillon



Environmental Unit Leader



Unified Command, New Orleans



-----Original Message-----


From: Tim.W.Pavilonis@uscg.mil [mailto:Tim.W.Pavilonis@uscg.mil]



Sent: Monday, June 28, 2010 2:40 PM



To: Joseph.J.Dillon@noaa.gov



Cc: Nolan, John CDR; Shults, Rebecca LT



Subject: FW: FWNumbers-full report 28/June/2010



Joe, We've been tracking down the voo/turtle issue this morning.  Attached, which you may have already seen, is the



Wildlife Collections Report as of



June 27th.   As you can see, the majority of collected turtles come from the



Mobile ICP.  50 animal response kits have been ordered for the VOO fleet, however, we need to find properly



trained/qualified people to work with live animals. 



With regard to the live animals, how do we convince fishermen that they are not in violation of the ESA if they



take live turtles?  Is there some document or letter from NOAA or other agency that exempts Deepwater Horizon



response activities from ESA application or enforcement? 



Thank you.



LCDR Tim Pavilonis



ICP Mobile, Legal



401 451-0720



504 508-0775



-----Original Message-----


From: kennethwrice@att.net [mailto:kennethwrice@att.net]



Sent: Monday, June 28, 2010 10:44 AM



To: Pavilonis, Tim LCDR



Subject: Fw: FWNumbers-full report 28/June/2010
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----- Forwarded Message ----


From: USFWS_Roberts_JIC <fwsrobert@gmail.com>



To: Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov; david.randall3@bp.com;



douglas_zimmer@fws.gov; fwsrobert@gmail.com; HStout@tristatebird.org;



Jerome_Ford@fws.gov; mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu; rhonda@wildliferesponse.net;



Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov; Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov; Trevor.Spradlin@noaa.gov;



Janet.Whaley@noaa.gov; charles_traxler@fws.gov;



Christopher.M.Villar@uscg.mil; David.M.Barrett@uscg.mil; director@blm.gov;



Kristi_Watkins@fws.gov; "Raska, Paul P" <Paul.P.Raska@uscg.mil>;



Glen_Salmon@fws.gov; Jeffrey_M_Fleming@fws.gov; Stacy_Shelton@fws.gov;



Sherri.L.Chamberlin1@uscg.mil; Patrick_Leonard@fws.gov;



Charlie_Hebert@fws.gov; Anthony_Velasco@fws.gov; Mark_Huston@fws.gov;



David.Fritz@bp.com; Rowan_Gould@fws.gov; jallaire@rbenvironmental.com;



Ralph_Morgenweck@fws.gov; charles.wheat@bp.com; lynn.huntley@bp.com;



lawrence.malnor@bp.com; kennethwrice@att.net; allison.erickson@bp.com;



Joe.Parr2@bp.com; barbara.callahan@ibrrc.org; curt@ibrrc.org;



jay.holcomb@ibrrc.org; chris.ortman@dhs.gov; Steve.Rinehart@bp.com;



Judith.Luberski@bp.com; ChristDR@bp.com; Bill_O'Brian@fws.gov;



Tom_MacKenzie@fws.gov; sharon_taylor@fws.gov; mark.proegler@bp.com;



jmlacour@wlf.la.gov; Bobby.Whithorne@dhs.gov; Adam.Fetcher@dhs.gov;



Graham.MacEwen@bp.com; FW4Disasteroperations@fws.gov;



Julie_Rodriguez@ios.doi.gov; Kendra_Barkoff@ios.doi.gov;



D08-dg-deepwaterresponse-acsitu@uscg.mil; Tom_Melius@fws.gov;



maf@terramarresearch.com; John_Christian@fws.gov; Cynthia_Dohner@FWS.gov;



Thomas_Strickland@ios.doi.gov; Eileen_Sobeck@ex.ios.doi.gov;



Jane_Lyder@ios.DOI.gov; Lori_Faeth@ios.doi.gov; robert_v_abbey@blm.gov;



Jon_Jarvis@NPS.gov; Dan_Kimball@NPS.gov; Melissa_Koenigsberg@ios.DOI.gov;



Terri_Johnson@ios.DOI.gov; Marvin_Moriarty@FWS.gov; hugh_morrison@fws.gov;



paula.skryja@bp.com; joanm.carrington@bp.com; matt.trout@bp.com;



joe.barnes@bp.com; frank.a.puzzini@uscg.mil; robert.weldzius@bp.com;



rae.mullaly@bp.com; dave.christensen@bp.com; francis.rollins@bp.com;



Hans.rensvold@bp.com



Sent: Mon, June 28, 2010 9:20:07 AM



Subject: FWNumbers-full report 28/June/2010



;                    



& nbsp;         28/June/2010



For those reading this report on a Blackberry, the summary totals for



wildlife collected are noted below in plain text; the attachment includes a



full report in pdf.



Wildlife Collected: totals for Birds, Sea Turtles and Marine Mammals
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1)      Birds - Total Live Captures with Visible Oil:  843



Birds -Dead: 1180



Visible Oil: 321



No Visible Oil: 820



Pending Determination:                 9



Birds - Grand Total:  1993



Birds Released:                 250



2)      Sea Turtles - Total Live Captures: 146



Visible Oil:  100



No Visible Oil: 44



Pending Determination:                 2



Sea Turtles - Dead:  434



Visible Oil:  10



No Visible Oil:  82



Pending Determination:  342



Sea Turtle - Grand Total:  580



Sea Turtles Released:  3
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3)      Marine Mammals  - Total Live Captures:  5



Visible Oil:  2      



No Visible Oil:  3



Marine Mammals - Total Dead:   51



Visible Oil:  3                      



No Visible Oil:  43



Pending Determination:  5



Marine Mammals - Grand Total:  56



Marine Mammals Released:  1
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U N IT E D  S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E N T  


O F C O M M E R C E 



N ational O ceanic and 


A tm o sp h eric A d m in istratio n 



N A IO N A L  


M A BJ.N E 


F IS H R J..S E R V IC E 



southeast


R egional U tflce



263 


1 3 
t h  


A venue South



St. Petersburg, 


FL 33701-5505



(727) 824-5312, FA X  (727) 824-5309



http ://sero.nm fs.noaa.gov



JUN 


29


2010 


F 


SER 3 1:B H 



R A D M  Jam es W atson, 


U SC G 



U nified A rea 


C om m and



Federal O n-Scene C oordinator



1250 Poydras Street



N ew  


O rleans, LA  70113



D earR A D M  W atson:



A s the C oast G uard is the lead 


federal agency 


for actions responding to the M ississippi C anyon



252 D eep W aterH orizon incident and therefore is responsible 


for com plying w ith 


section 


7 of



the E ndangered Species A ct (ESA ), this letter is to keep you apprised 


ofthe on-going 


em ergency



E SA  section 7 consultation


w ith the N ational


M arine Fisheries Service (N M FS). 


The 


em ergency



section 


7 


procedures 


are detailed 


in 50 C FR 402.05 


(a) and (b). T hese regulations 


allow  


for



alternative consultation procedures during tim es ofem ergency; how ever, 


the lead 


federal agency



m ust ensure that the alternative procedures are consistent w ith sections 


7(a) and 7(d) 


ofthe ESA .



Section 7(a) ofthe ESA requires 


that each 


federal agency use its authorities 


to further


the



purposes ofthe ESA  and requires 


that federal 


agencies, in consultation w ith


N ational 


M arine



Fisheries Service 


and the Fish 


and W ildlife Service 


insure that actions authorized


by


the 


federal



agency do notjeopardize the continued existence ofa listed species 


nor causes 


destruction 


or



adverse m odification to listed 


species designated 


criticalhabitat. Section 


7(d) states 


thatneither



a


federal agency


norits applicant 


shall m ake any irreversible 


or irretrievable com m itm ent of



resources w hich has the effect 


of


foreclosing


the form ulation or im plem entation


of


reasonable



and prudent 


alternatives.



A ny response 


activity


that can 


affect sea turtles, sperm  w hales, 


and G ulfsturgeon, the N M F S 



trust species m ost likely to occur


in 


the response area, should be 


consulted on under 


section 


7.



T hese activities 


can include oil 


skim m ing, in-situ burns, 


dispersantuse, tarball skim m ers, and a



num berofother current 


and 


proposed activities. G ulfsturgeon 


designated critical 


habitat can



also be affected


by


response 


activities. 


G ulfsturgeon criticalhabitat 


encom passes 


the eastern



halfofLake Pontchartrain, Lake


B orgne, M ississippi 


Sound to about Sandy


B ay 


approxim ately 1



nm  south of


the barrier


islands, 


and m uch ofthe nearshore w aters 


and bays 


ofthe 


Florida G ulf



C oast from  the A labam a 


State 


line to just south ofthe Suw annee 


R iver. The essential features



thatcom prise the critical habitat deal 


w ith 


aspects ofthe substrate, 


so anything that 


affects 


the



substrate can be a problem . T em porary, physical alterations 


of


the 


substrate are ofless 


concern,



though, than long term  contam ination ofthe substrate, for exam ple w ith 


oil or 


dispersed oil. 


The



other essential feature deals w ith 


the 


sturgeon’s ability to m igrate


through


the habitat, 


so 


boom 



usage and otherthings that could


block 


m igration could be a problem ; how ever, 


the 


sturgeon are
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currently


m oving 


up the


rivers 


so 


this 


should notpose a


problem until the 


fall. Ifthe response



m oves from the northern G ulfofM exico to the Southw est


Florida


C oast, orthe A tlantic C oast



otherspecies 


and criticalhabitatm ay


be affected. These include 


sm alltooth saw fish, elkhorn 


and



staghorn 


corals and theircriticalhabitats, shortnose 


sturgeon and other


species oflarge w hales



including N orth A tlantic right


w hales.



To 


expedite coordination undersection 7, N M FS has 


appointed a 24


hour, 7 day a w eek contact



person in B ob H offm an, ESA B ranch C hiefin the Southeast


R egional 


O ffice’s Protected



R esources 


D ivision. M r. H offm an isresponsible 


foraiding in


the C oast G uard’s section 


7



com pliance 


issues. H is cellphone num beris 727-403-2641. 


N M FS 


has also been w orking w ith



Protected R esources staffin both the H oum a and M obile


IC C s, in both the


W ildlife B ranches



and the 


Environm ental U nits. D uring ourw ork in


the IC C s w e have 


developed harm ltake



m inim ization and avoidance recom m endations (bestdescribed


as bestm anagem ent


practices)


to



m inim ize


the harm


to 


listed species and designated


criticalhabitat 


as a result ofactions



authorized during the 


response. These


recom m endations


have been distributed through 


the



O perations


U nits in both the H oum a and M obile IC s 


and in som e cases


have been added to 


the



IncidentA ction Plans (lA Ps).



These recom m endations should be follow ed as closely as


possible, and, ifthey


cannotbe



follow ed, the C oast 


G uard should explain 


forthe record w hy


they could not follow the



recom m endations. M any ofthese recom m endations 


include provisions 


to handle injured, 


oiled,



and dead 


sea turtles. Existing regulations (50 C FR 222.3


10 and 223.206(b)) 


authorize m em bers



of


the C oast G uard orthe C oastG uard’s agents to aid and 


collectthese turtles. 


C oast G uard



agents include authorized


response


personnel


w orking


under


the direction ofthe IC w ho 


take



theirdirection 


from the IC Ps and the associated 204 


form s.



Ifyou


have any questions please contactB ob H offm an


at (727)403-2641 


orby e-m ail at



R obert.H offm an noaa. ov.



Sincerely,



D avid


M .B em hart



A ssistant


R egional A dm inistrator



forProtected R esources
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Rebecca Chiampi <Rebecca.Chiampi@noaa.gov>



Sent: Thursday, July 01, 2010 1:37 PM



To: Alexis Gutierrez



Subject: Re: Daily Update June 30 Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding



Response -- Deepwater Horizon MC 252



Quick question the turtle table on the excel sheet say 3 for yesterday and the word report says 8.  I just want to verify



the numbers and make sure I am not missing something.  Thanks!



Alexis Gutierrez wrote:



> This time with the word and excel spreadsheet, sorry for the error.



> Cheers, A
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Rebecca Chiampi <Rebecca.Chiampi@noaa.gov>



Sent: Thursday, July 01, 2010 1:47 PM



To: Alexis Gutierrez



Subject: Re: Daily Update June 30 Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding



Response -- Deepwater Horizon MC 252



Thanks so much! I saw that note but wasn't sure if it was the five or one of the others listed.



Alexis Gutierrez wrote:



> We had 3 yesterday and then had 5 reports from 6/26-6/29 that were not



> previously captured, thus there was an increase of 8 for the



> reporting. Also noted in the first line of the word doc. (See



> attached). Thanks, A



>



> Rebecca Chiampi wrote:



>> Quick question the turtle table on the excel sheet say 3 for



>> yesterday and the word report says 8.  I just want to verify the



>> numbers and make sure I am not missing something.  Thanks!



>>



>> Alexis Gutierrez wrote:



>>> This time with the word and excel spreadsheet, sorry for the error.



>>> Cheers, A
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Barbara Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>



Sent: Tuesday, July 06, 2010 3:21 PM



To: Alexis Gutierrez



Subject: [Fwd: RE: could you send .ppt you used at NRDA meeting]



Attachments: Stacy.Oiled.turtles.ppt



-------- Original Message --------


Subject: RE: could you send .ppt you used at NRDA meeting



Date: Tue, 06 Jul 2010 06:54:41 -0400



From: Stacy,Brian A <bstacy@ufl.edu>



To: 'Barbara.Schroeder' <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>



References: <4C3293DA.70704@noaa.gov>



Here you go.



-----Original Message-----


From: Barbara.Schroeder [mailto:Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov]



Sent: Monday, July 05, 2010 10:24 PM



To: Brian Stacy



Subject: could you send .ppt you used at NRDA meeting



Houma staff are doing 5 minute briefing of incident command higher ups tomorrow at 6PM



and some of your slides would be useful we are just putting like 5 slides together,



thanks



--


Barbara Schroeder



National Sea Turtle Coordinator



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



email:  barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov



Phone:  301-713-2322



To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is our only legitimate



hope.        Wendell Berry
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Barbara Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>



Sent: Tuesday, July 06, 2010 3:21 PM



To: Alexis Gutierrez



Subject: [Fwd: RE: could you send .ppt you used at NRDA meeting]



Attachments: Stacy.Oiled.turtles.ppt



-------- Original Message --------


Subject: RE: could you send .ppt you used at NRDA meeting



Date: Tue, 06 Jul 2010 06:54:41 -0400



From: Stacy,Brian A <bstacy@ufl.edu>



To: 'Barbara.Schroeder' <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>



References: <4C3293DA.70704@noaa.gov>



Here you go.



-----Original Message-----


From: Barbara.Schroeder [mailto:Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov]



Sent: Monday, July 05, 2010 10:24 PM



To: Brian Stacy



Subject: could you send .ppt you used at NRDA meeting



Houma staff are doing 5 minute briefing of incident command higher ups tomorrow at 6PM



and some of your slides would be useful we are just putting like 5 slides together,



thanks



--


Barbara Schroeder



National Sea Turtle Coordinator



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



email:  barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov



Phone:  301-713-2322



To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is our only legitimate



hope.        Wendell Berry
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Oiled Sea Turtles: Status &



Observations



Marine Mammal & Sea Turtle Toxicology Meeting



New Orleans



June 30 - July1, 2010
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Numbers to date



• 110 recovered with external oil



– 84 Kemp’s ridley, 15 green turtles, 8 loggerheads,



3 hawksbills



– 96 collected by directed capture, 12 strandings, 2



skimmer vessel recoveries



– 100 live, 10 dead



Blair Witherington, FWC
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Observations in live turtles



• Various degrees of oiling



• Many exposed turtles, especially heavily mired animals,



do not evade capture in a normal manner



• Oil ingestion in almost all



• Most have responded well in rehabilitation



• Concerns:  Hyperthermia,                                     



exertion, chronic effects of                                                



long-term exposure
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Tomo Hirama, FWC Jennifer Muller, UF



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.29008.1







2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.29008.1







Jennifer Muller, UF
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Differences from experimental exposure study

(Lutcavage et al., 1995)



• Oil-associated skin lesions not observed



• No evidence of salt gland dysfunction based on



plasma chemistries



• Anemia not common



• Overt organ toxicity not observed in cases



examined thus far (preliminary results)
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Michael Ziccardi <mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu>



Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2010 1:43 PM



To: Barbara.Schroeder



Cc: Alexis Gutierrez



Subject: Re: LDWF names



Hi-


This is what Blair put together:



Purpose: Search areas of the Gulf of Mexico where oiled turtles are expected, capture live turtles, recover dead turtles,



and facilitate transport of oiled and compromised turtles to rehabilitation.



Protocol:



1) Communicate target search area and number of vessels (approximate position) to [contact] each evening before



searches are made.



2) Selectively search in oiled areas. Sargassum lines with oil sheen are a lower priority than are lines containing



thicker oil and mousse.



3) Record start and end positions and times (in GPS waypoint data) of all searches. Record vessel tracks on GPS for



later download.



4) Capture turtles with long-handled dip nets.



5) Examine captured turtles for interactions with oil. Examine oral cavity. Take swab samples from the turtle’s



carapace and soft integument. Sample suspect oil/tar from oral cavity. Use standard sampling procedures and



log as evidence using standard forms.



6) Return turtles to the water if they are vigorous (judge by escape behavior during pursuit and capture) and have



no obvious evidence of oil. Vigorous turtles with no evidence of oil taken from non-oiled areas should always be



released. Questions about individual circumstances should be directed to [contact].



7) Retain turtles that are clearly oiled, are clearly depressed (e.g., did not attempt escape and are not vigorous), or



that have suspect oil and came from clearly oiled lines.



8) Record positions of all turtle observations at least to the nearest second of lat/lon.



9) Photograph turtles’ initial state, dorsally and ventrally, with identification cards reading date, position, species,



observer, MC 252, and a unique identifier (e.g., stranding code). Log these photos.



10) Clean the thickest oil from turtles with sorbent pads. Do not leave pad fibers on turtle.



11) Keep captured turtles in cool shade.



12) Keep information, including unique identification codes, with each individual turtle.



13) Notify [contact] that live turtles are on board as soon as possible, preferably from the water by satellite phone.



14) Transport turtles to shore on a schedule to meet requirements of transport entities and rehabilitation facilities.



15) Submit information on each turtle to the transport crew, and to [contact] within 24 hours of each return to port.



On Jul 10, 2010, at 7:36 AM, Barbara.Schroeder wrote:



Okay thanks. Please send me what you are providing to LDWF. Thanks.



Alexis Gutierrez wrote:
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We have spoken with Cassidy. They were Wildlife people. The turtle was in a weedline with Sargussum and



some oil and not moving very well. The folks erred on the side of caution and brought the turtle in. Cassidy has



asked for a protocol so that its clear with his folks what to do. We will give him what Blair previously



developed on this situation. Cassidy has already spoken with his guys. They know they should not be bringing



in healthy animals and that they should never leave the animals unattended. We also offered that if there is any



doubt his folks should radio in and Cassidy, Mike, and I can give advice via the radio. We will continue to work



with LA DWF to improve communication and ensure a common understanding. Cheers, A



Barbara Schroeder wrote:



The person who was on board Five O Clock Somewhere was Keith Casco he left



the unoiled green turtle with capt of vessel that then docked in Venice and we had



to pick up those pieces. Keiths supervisor is apparently someone named Clint at



337 322 4499. The instructions apparently given to the vessel Five o Clock



Somewhere were to go out and collect every turtle you see. If LDWF will not



operate under the direction of the mammal turtle unit then we will need to raise



this up the federal jurisdictional chain as they have no authorization working



outside of response to do what they are doing.



********************************



Michael Ziccardi DVM MPVM PhD



Director, Oiled Wildlife Care Network



Assoc. Professor, Clinical Wildlife Health



Wildlife Health Center



School of Veterinary Medicine



University of California



Davis, CA 95616



O: (530) 754-5701



C: (530) 979-7561



F: (530) 752-3318



E: mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu



www.owcn.org
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Kelly Shotts [Kelly.Shotts@noaa.gov]

Sent: Sunday, July 11, 2010 7:00 PM

To: Barbara Schroeder; Wendy Teas; Alexis Gutierrez

Cc: MC252_planning_situnit_mobile@Bp.com

Subject: oiled turtles from FL



I got a question from the Situation Unit about the disposition of oiled turtles from FL.

They are getting questions about it at the 0600 briefing.



 From the 7/10/10  report Wendy sent out, it appears that 3 oiled turtles have been

documented from FL, 2 alive in rehab and 1 dead/salvaged.  Is this correct?  The Situation

Unit's information, which was obtained from Mike Ziccardi's daily emails, indicated 3 live

oiled turtles had been documented from FL.  Just trying to confirm the disposition of the

3rd turtle.



Thanks for your help!



--

CURRENT LOCATION

MOBILE ICC

NOAA, SEA TURTLES AND MARINE MAMMALS

STATION 26



FOR OIL SPILL RELATED ISSUES ONLY, I CAN BE REACHED AT:



Kelly Shotts

Protected Resources Division

National Marine Fisheries Service

263 13th Ave S

St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Ph:  727-824-5312

Fax: 727-824-5309

kelly.shotts@noaa.gov
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Elizabeth Tuohy-sheen <Elizabeth.Tuohy-Sheen@noaa.gov>



Sent: Monday, July 12, 2010 7:47 PM



To: Elizabeth Tuohy-sheen; 'Dwayne.Meadows@noaa.gov'; 'Carrie.W.Hubard@noaa.gov';



'Jeff.Adams@noaa.gov'; 'Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov'; 'erin.fougeres@noaa.gov';



'Jaclyn.Taylor@noaa.gov'; 'Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov'; 'Lance.Garrison@noaa.gov';



'Trevor.Spradlin@noaa.gov'; 'laura.dias@noaa.gov'; 'Janet.Whaley@noaa.gov';



'Dave.Rotstein@noaa.gov'; 'Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov'; 'Mendy.Garron@noaa.gov';



'mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu'



Subject: Cetacean Update 7-12



Attachments: Copy_of_Copy_of_Oil_Spill_cetacean_strandings_7-11.xls



We had no reports of carcasses, sightings or animals in distress today.



 The animals sighted yesterday in Weekly Bayou, FL were not seen today.



 The floating dolphin recovered yesterday near Biloxi was necropsied today at IMMS.



If you have any additional questions, please let me know.



Liz
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Field number Location Latitude Longitude State



1055Tt Fourchon Beach 29.10332 -90.10674 LA



bp-2010LA04 Grand Terre 29.2844 -89.9284 LA



bp-2010lLA09 MRGO 29.68663 -89.40262 LA



bp-2010LA010 Chandeleur 29.49973 -89.03098 LA



50IMMS051010 Mobile Bay 30.51182 -88.10054 AL



49IMMS051010 Horn Island 30.24547 -88.74055 MS



West Bay 29.12499 -89.39982 LA



bp-2010LA11 Lake Pontc 30.07167 -89.95194 LA



Grande Terre 29.27604 -89.93769 LA



51IMMS051410 Wolf Bay 30.33761 -87.60326 AL



52IMMS051510 Horn Island 30.23066 -88.66986 MS



MCT-20100516-LA001. Racoon Island 29.0051 -90.9215 LA



54IMMS052010 Horn Island 30.25082 -88.72313 MS



55IMMS052010 Horn Island 30.24593 -88.73678 MS



56IMMS052010 Cat Island 30.21393 -89.0828 MS



57IMMS052010 Cat Island 30.22945 -89.07172 MS



PC-20100518-D002 Point a la Hache; Cow Bayou 29.57578 -89.7118 LA



53IMMS052210 Bayou La Batre 30.37178 -88.24439 AL



LA027? Southwestpass 28.9964 -89.34203 LA



MCT-20100524-LA001/LA028 Grand Isle 29.21522 -90.02152 LA



East Timbelier Island 29.06846 -90.33585 LA



East Timbelier Island 29.06846 -90.33585 LA



MCT-20100525-LA001 Queen Besse Island 29.24636 -89.96594 LA



58IMMS052510 Floating betw Cat Is. + Pass Christian 30.2523 -89.1856



60IMMS052610 Floating near Cat Island 30.2299 -89.1532



2010-05-CSA6 Marsh Island 29.55544 -92.00298 LA



MCT-20100529-LA001 Barataria Pass near Fort Livingston 29.2721 -89.946 LA



MDH-20100529-LA002 Cameron 29.7679 -93.40581 LA



MCT-20100529-LA001 Grand Isle 29.2721 -89.946 LA



MCT-20100530-LA001 Grand Isle 29.26891 -89.95302 LA



MCT-20100530-LA002 Grand Isle 29.26879 -89.95309 LA



GW2010006d St Vincent 29.65812 -85.17408 FL



GW2010007a Mexico Beach 29.92373 -85.38795 FL



MCT20100604 Passe-tet 29.12284 -90 LA



GW20010008 Shell Island 30.09717 -85.69633 FL



MCT20100606-LA001 West belle pass 29.0889 -90.2272 LA



MCT201000606-LA002 Bayou Rigaud 29.24657 -90.00166 LA



MDH-20100606-LA004 Lake Charles 29.77714 -93.24993 LA



59IMMS060710 Gulfport 30.35514 -89.09917 MS



MCT-20100607-LA002. Caminada Pass 29.24831 -90.0252 LA



MCT20100610-LA002 Trinity Island 29.04978 -90.72654 LA



61IMMS061110 Pascagoula 30.30515 -88.60109 MS



MCT-20100614-LA001 Bastian 29.29996 -89.70602 LA



62IMMS061510 Mobile Bay 30.46536 -88.07341 AL



63IMMS061510 Gulfport 30.3818 -89.025 MS
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N/A Oceanic 27.67361 -88.36667 MS



ECWR061710-12 Perdido 30.2802 -87.5405 AL



64IMMS061910 N. of Cat Island 30.2577 -89.0981 MS



BP-2010-LA-168 Cameron Parish, west LA 29.75695 -93.11616 LA



N/A N of Cat Island 30.2633 -89.0772 MS



LA-15-20100624 Biloxi Marsh 29.87635 -89.24873 LA



ECWR062210-13 Langdon Beach, near Ft. Pickens 30.3169 -87.2607 FL



MCT-20100625-LA001 Houma ship channel floater 29.20493 -90.63451 LA



MCT-20100625-LA002 Floater near ship channel, partial carcass29.16488 -90.63619 LA



65IMMS062510 Floater, Mobile Bay, Marker 44 30.4089 -88.01716 AL



66IMMS062910 N. end of Round Island, MS 30.29949 -88.58916 MS



67IMMS070210 SW of Bayou LaBatre 30.32208 -88.3484 MS



68IMMS070510 SW of Pass Christian 30.305 -89.2533 MS



70IMMS070810 Orange Beach, Sapling Point 30.315 -87.74528 AL



Rutherford Beach, LA 29.7622 -93.1397 LA



Rutherford Beach, LA 29.7622 -93.1397 LA



MDH-20100710-LA001 Cameron (town)/Holly Beach 29.7614 -93.5614 LA



71IMMS071010 Between Horn Isl. + Biloxi 30.3465 -88.9238 MS



Oiled Animals



  1. Investigated, Recovered &/or sampled by veterinarian



2. Investigated, Recovered &/or sampled by stranding network



3. Investigated, Recovered &/or sampled by another group (SCAT, LFWD, etc.)



4. Photographs taken by trained marine mammal personnel



5. Photographs taken and confirmed to be marine mammals



6. Photographs taken that can’t be confirmed



7. Reported by trained marine mammal personnel



8. Reported by responders



9. Reported by general public



Red notates temporary posiitons



Necropsy Codes:



    1. Assessed and unable to perform necropsy (e.g., advanced decomposition)



    2. Partial necropsy performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis)



    3. Full necropsy performed



    4.  Observed strandings but animal/samples not collected, or waiting necropsy



5. Live animal. No necropsy performed



6. Verifiesd strandings but unable to recover or sample ( e.g., photo doc)
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Response OrgSpecies Condition Code
Oiled? Suspect?Non-oiled? Pending? Date Reported to CP
Date Responded to



Audubon and LADWF
Tt 3 x 2-May



LDWF Tt 4 x 6-May



LDWF Tt 4 x 7-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 7-May-10



IMMS Tt 4 x 9-May



IMMS Tt 5 x 9-May



LDWF Tt 4 x 13-May-10



LDWF, AA Tt 4 x 13-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 14-May-10



IMMS Tt 3 x 14-May-10



IMMS Tt 5 x 14-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 14-May-10



NMFS Pgoula Tt 5 x 17-May-10



NMFS Pgoula Tt 5 x 17-May-10



NMFS Pgoula Tt 5 x 18-May-10



NMFS Pgoula Tt 5 x 18-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 18-May-10



IMMS Tt 3 x 21-May-10



USFWS Tt 3 x 22-May-10



LDWF Tt 3 x 24-May-10



LDWF/USCG Tt 4 x 24-May-10



LDWF/USCG Tt 4 x 24-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 25-May-10



Public Tt 4 x 25-May-10



Public Tt 4 x 26-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 25-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 29-May-10 30-May-10



LDWF Tt 5 x 29-May-10 29-May-10



LDWF Tt 3 x 29-May-10 29-May-10



LDWF Tt 5 x 30-May-10 30-May-10



LDWF Tt 5 x 30-May-10 30-May-10



Gulf World Sl 4 x 2-Jun-10 2-Jun-10



Gulf World Sl 1 x 2-Jun-10 2-Jun-10



responders Tt 4 x 4-Jun-10 5-Jun-10



Gulf World Sl 1 x 5-Jun-10 5-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 3 x 6-Jun-10 6-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 3 x 6-Jun-10 6-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 6-Jun-10 6-Jun-10



IMMS Tt 4 x 6-Jun-10 7-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 7-Jun-10 7-Jun-10



responders Tt 4 x 9-Jun-10 10--jun-10



Public TT 3 x 11-Jun-10 11-Jun-10



responders Tt 4 x 12-Jun-10 13-Jun-10



VOO Tt 4 x 15-Jun-10 15-Jun-10



responders Tt 4 x 15-Jun-10 15-Jun-10
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NOAA Pm 4 x 15-Jun-10 15-Jun-10



ECWR Tt 1 x 17-Jun-10 17-Jun-10



IMMS Tt 3 x 19-Jun-10 19-Jun-10



AAoA Tt 1 x 19-Jun-10 19-Jun-10



Unrecovered Tt unk 19-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 23-Jun-10 24-Jun-10



ECWR Sl 1 X 23-Jun-10 23-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 3 x 25-Jun-10 24-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 25-Jun-10 25-Jun-10



IMMS Tt 3 x 25-Jun-10 25-Jun-10



IMMS Tt 4 x 29-Jun-10 29-Jun-10



IMMS Tt 4 x 2-Jul-10 2-Jul-10



IMMS Tt 3 x 5-Jul-10 5-Jul-10



IMMS Tt 3 x 8-Jul-10 8-Jul-10



none Stenella sp. 4 x



none Stenella sp. 4 x



LADWF Tt 4 x 9-Jul-10 10-Jul-10



IMMS Tt 2 x 11-Jul-10 11-Jul-10
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Confirmed Confirmation Code
Necropsied? Samples collected
sample disp Carccass disp



Y 1 2 Y AA



Y 2 1 Y AA



y 3 2 Y AA



y 3 2 y AA



y 1 1 y IMMS



y 1 4 N IMMS



y 2 1 Y AA



Y 1 1 y AA



Y 4 4 y AA



y 2 2 y IMMS



Y 2 1 Y IMMS



N 2 1 Y AA



y 2 1 Y IMMS



y 2 1 y IMMS



y 2 1 y IMMS



y 2 1 y IMMS



y 5 1 y AA



y 2 3 Y IMMS Left on scene



y 1 3 Y AA



y 1 3 y AA



y 1 1 y AA



y 1 1 y AA



y 8 1 y AA



y 9 6 n n/a



y 9 6 n n/a



y 1 1 y AA



y 3 1 y AA



y 2 1 y AA



y 2 3 Y AA



Y 3 1 N n/a



Y 3 1 N n/a



Y 2 3 y GW



Y 1 3 y GW



Y 2 1 y AA



y 1 3 Y GW



Y 2 2 Y AA Left on scene



Y 2 2 Y AA AA



y 3 1 Y AA Left on scene



y 3 1 Y IMMS Left on scene



y 4 2 y AA Left on scene



y 2 1 y AA Left on scene



y 9 3 y IMMS IMMS



y 8 1 y AA Left on scene



y 2 2 y IMMS IMMS



y 2 2 y IMMS IMMS
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Y 5 1 y NMFS PascagoulaLeft on scene



Y 2 5 released



Y 2 4 Y IMMS IMMS



Y 2 5 AA



6



y 3 1 y LDWF left on scene



Y 1 3 Y unk unk



y 2 2 y LDWF Audubon



y 2 2 y LDWF sunk on scene



y 1 3 y IMMS IMMS



y 1 2 y IMMS IMMS



y 2 2 y IMMS moved, see comments



y 2 3 y IMMS Unk



y 1 3 y IMMS unk



y 5 6



y 5 6



y 3 unk y LDWF/Audubonunk



y 1 unk unk unk
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Comments



LDWF-Necropsiesd and samples collected



Neoonate-LDWF-Necropsiesd and samples collected



 /photos taken/oil spill samples collected/ carcass marked



 LDWF OLE/ samples collected



Sampled and marked by IMMS



Originally seen by Park Ranger April 24. likely not oils spil related- marked by IMMS



LDWF Bioogist located dolphin 5/15  Partial necropsy conducted



Very decomposed. Sampled and marked



Mumified Carcass-leahtery skin- aniaml buried by LDWF



Floater reported by dolphin watch boat. IMMS confirmed



Reported by ERT to USCG - IMMS confirmed



Sampled and marked byLDWF Bilogist



 NW end of Horn. NMFS Pgoula verified. Neonate/mummifed. Marked with orange spray paint



NW end of Horn. NMFS Pgoula verified. Mummifed cacass. Marked with organge spray paint



NMFS Pascagoula verifed.Neonate/mummified carcass.  Marked with orange spray paint



NMFS Pascagoula verifed.mummified carcass.  Marked with orange spray paint



Dolphin reported on  a mudflat. Lesions present.  Confirmed by USFWS. Sampled by LDWF on 5/22/10 after failed airlift.



Reported twice by responders East side of Coffee Island. IMMS responded 5/22 with vessel of opportunity



5/23 FWS towed animal in and it was delivered AA for necropsy- code 4 necropsied by D-Rot



LDWF reponded to  a dead oiled dolphin. Prelim Oil samples collected and transported to AA for necropsy. Necrposied by D-Rot. Oil present but secondary from carcass in waterline



A report of two dead dolphins on East Tmbelier island- near grand isle. LDWF biologist sampled and marked carcasses



A report of two dead dolphins on East Tmbelier island- near grand isle. One ay be dupe.LDWF biologist sampeld and marked



Mandy Tumlin was able to sample carcass but not retrieve 5/26- no oil present on animal



Report came in from fishing captain, decomposed dolphin, floating- photos to confirm came in June 14



Report  came in from  public, floating dolphin head. Photos confirmed.



LDWF from new iberia office reprortded a dead dolph in the marsh. Sample were colleccted but dolphins was left and marked.



LDWF received report of floating dolphin in the Pass, located dolphin, towed in (delayed because of bad weather), transported to AA for necropsy



Skeletal remains present. Marked and left on-site.  Teeth collected.



Animal found floating. Was towed in and transported to AA for full necropsy. Animal was necropsied on June 1 by Audubon vet.



 LDWF biologist responded, Only skletal remains.



LDWF biologist responded, Only skletal remains.



Stenella longisrotris.  Transported to NMFS Panama City lab for necropsy



Stenella longirostris. Originally reported as a mom/calf pair but only one adult was seen. Animall expired shortly after responders arrived on scene. Necropsy by Dr. Townsend tonight



 LDWF responding on June 5, mostly skeletal. Left on site



Live Stenella logirostris. Euthanized by Gulf World. Forest Townsend conducting necropsy.



Subadult. Heavily scavenged by sharks. Carcass on Jetty rocks which were oiled and oil was also present on dolphin



Dolphin  was subadult. Was recovered and transported to AA for necropsy.



LDWF responded. No oil in area or on dolphin but dna and external samples were taken



Carcass at State Port. Was closed by the time IMMS sampled on 7 Jun but could not remove carcass for safety reasons.  On jetty concrete/rebar rocks



Was a code 4.  Was painted and left on the island.  Gauze samples were taken as well as a DNA sample (also pulled a tooth).  The island was not oiled.



Two decomposed dolphins reported on Trinity. LDWF responded 6/10



Animal was  found in oil. picked up and transported to IMMS. (coords will remain est. no GPS) A necropsy was performed on June 14. Adult Male, No obvious internal signs of oil.



Reported by responders.   Spine.  LDWF went out Jun 13



Calf. No ext vis signs of oil. Taken back to IMMS in freezer. Necropsy pending



Subadult. No ext vis signs of oil. Taken back to IMMS in freezer. Necropsy pending
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Dead sub adult sperm whale reported by NOAA ship Picses.  Photos and oil samples collected.  No  responders sent  due to distance from shore and state of decomposition



live subadult trapped between two oil booms in Perdido Bay.  Oil on outside of decond boom but not where the dolphn was. Boom was moved and dolphin swam out on its own



Necropsied 6/21 by Connie Chevis. No vis signis of oil.



Subadult. Dolphin in rehab at AA. Condition is guarded



Confirmed through photo but nio recovered



LDWF responded. No oil in area or on dolphin but dna and external samples were taken



Necropsy evening 6/23 at NMFS Panama City by Dr. Brudick, Gulf World staff



code 3, transported to Audubon for necropsy



partial carcass (head and trunk), swabbed, photo'd, tooth and genetics taken, sunk on scene



animal injured consistent with ship strike, pending due to substance in pharyngeal area, photo analysis pending



Neonate, scheduled to be necropsied Jul 1



Code 4/5, brought in by VOO and sampled by IMMS, no place to bury, animal taken out by VOO and disposed of in remote area, 30.36313 x -88.34313



old male, thin blubber layer



Report went through incorrect channel, confirmed 9 Jul 10



Report went through incorrect channel, confirmed 9 Jul 10



called in by RAT team, seen previous day, v decomposed



called in by VOO, towed in and brought to IMMS for necropsy on 12 Jul 10
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Dolphin reported on  a mudflat. Lesions present.  Confirmed by USFWS. Sampled by LDWF on 5/22/10 after failed airlift.



Reported twice by responders East side of Coffee Island. IMMS responded 5/22 with vessel of opportunity



LDWF reponded to  a dead oiled dolphin. Prelim Oil samples collected and transported to AA for necropsy. Necrposied by D-Rot. Oil present but secondary from carcass in waterline



A report of two dead dolphins on East Tmbelier island- near grand isle. LDWF biologist sampled and marked carcasses



A report of two dead dolphins on East Tmbelier island- near grand isle. One ay be dupe.LDWF biologist sampeld and marked



LDWF from new iberia office reprortded a dead dolph in the marsh. Sample were colleccted but dolphins was left and marked.



LDWF received report of floating dolphin in the Pass, located dolphin, towed in (delayed because of bad weather), transported to AA for necropsy



Animal found floating. Was towed in and transported to AA for full necropsy. Animal was necropsied on June 1 by Audubon vet.



Stenella longirostris. Originally reported as a mom/calf pair but only one adult was seen. Animall expired shortly after responders arrived on scene. Necropsy by Dr. Townsend tonight



Subadult. Heavily scavenged by sharks. Carcass on Jetty rocks which were oiled and oil was also present on dolphin



by the time IMMS sampled on 7 Jun but could not remove carcass for safety reasons.  On jetty concrete/rebar rocks



Was a code 4.  Was painted and left on the island.  Gauze samples were taken as well as a DNA sample (also pulled a tooth).  The island was not oiled.



Animal was  found in oil. picked up and transported to IMMS. (coords will remain est. no GPS) A necropsy was performed on June 14. Adult Male, No obvious internal signs of oil.
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Dead sub adult sperm whale reported by NOAA ship Picses.  Photos and oil samples collected.  No  responders sent  due to distance from shore and state of decomposition



live subadult trapped between two oil booms in Perdido Bay.  Oil on outside of decond boom but not where the dolphn was. Boom was moved and dolphin swam out on its own



animal injured consistent with ship strike, pending due to substance in pharyngeal area, photo analysis pending



Code 4/5, brought in by VOO and sampled by IMMS, no place to bury, animal taken out by VOO and disposed of in remote area, 30.36313 x -88.34313
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Field number Location Latitude Longitude State Response Org



ECWR050510-11 Santa Rosa Beach, FL Emerald Coast Wildlife Refuge



AP051001 St George Island 29 40.921 84 48.084 FL Apalachicola  NERR



Confirmation Codes:



1. Recovered &/or sampled by stranding network w/ vet



2. Recovered &/or sampled by stranding network



3. Recovered &/or sampled by another group (SCAT, LFWD, etc.)



4. Photographs taken by trained marine mammal personnel



5. Photographs taken and confirmed to be marine mammals



6. Photographs taken that can’t be confirmed



7. Reported by trained marine mammal personnel



8. Reported by responders



9. Reported by general public
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Condition Code Oiled? Suspect? Non-oiled? Pending? Date Reported Confirmed Confirmation Code



5 x 5-May-10 y 1.00



4 X 7-May-10 Y 2
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Necropsied?Samples collected
sample dispComments



y n ECWR Likely prior to oil spill/ very decomposed



n n Duplicate Stranding report
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Field number Location Latitude Longitude State Response Org



Cat Island 30.21428 -89.0886 LA SCAT



Cat Island MS aerial team (Ron Wooten)



Cat Island 30.22944 -89.0717 MS



?? LA



Lafitte area LA



Biloxi Marsh, near the Chandeleur Islands LA Audubon



Biloxi Marsh, near the Chandeleur Islands LA Audubon



Cocadrie LA LDWF



Ship Island 30 12.738 88 59.113 MS IMMS



Empire LA



Lake Tiksaw LA Public



Holly Beach LA



Chandeleur N 29 39.334 W 89 26.515LA



Biloxi MS Public



Champagne Bay 29 0.248 90 0.022 LA Public



Orange Beach AL Public



LA Reponse crew



Waveland MS IMMS



Cat Island 30 28 96.1289 23 35.97MS IMMS



Fouchon Beach LA LDWF



Grand Isle 29 18.3083 89 57.4359 LA LDWF



Bayou LaBatre 30 37.646 88 24.374 AL responders



Horn Island MS responders



Floating offshore 28 44 88 22 LA responders



St Andrews Bay FL Public



Cat Island 30.21451 89.08356 MS responders



Perdido Pass AL reponders



Cat Island MS responders



Pelican Island 29.25316 -89.6037 LA



Grande Tere Responders



Grande Terre LA LDWF



St. Andrews Bay 30.1648 -85.6952 FL GulfWorld



Zombie/unk Dauphin Island AL Dauphin Island Sea Lab



Lake Pontchartrain LA Audubon and LADWF



GW2010003d Port St Joe - Selina's Park FL None



Holly Beach 29.7598 -93.5267 LA LDWF



LA-01-2010-CSA4 Trinity Island 29.04785 -90.7377 LA responders



69IMMS070510 Weeks Bay, Fairhope, AL 30.3783 -89.8514 AL none



Dog Lake/Hackberry Bay 29.20575 -90.8733 LA LADWF



12 miles off E. Timbalier Isl.28.90775 -90.2239 LA LADWF



Pascagoula, MS 30 20.790 88 55.432 MS none



Weekly Bayou, FL 30 21.136 87 24.955 FL none



Pre-spill duplicates
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Confirmation Codes:



1. Recovered &/or sampled by stranding network w/ vet



2. Recovered &/or sampled by stranding network



3. Recovered &/or sampled by another group (SCAT, LFWD, etc.)



4. Photographs taken by trained marine mammal personnel



5. Photographs taken and confirmed to be marine mammals



6. Photographs taken that can’t be confirmed



7. Reported by trained marine mammal personnel



8. Reported by responders



9. Reported by general public



0. Not a valid report (e.g., not a marine mammal, duplicate of previous reports, etc.)



Necropsy Codes:



    1. Assessed and unable to perform necropsy (e.g., advanced decomposition)



    2. Partial necropsy performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis)



    3. Full necropsy performed



    4.  Observed strandings but animal/samples not collected, or waiting necropsy
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Condition Code Oiled? Suspect? Non-oiled? Pending? Date Reported Confirmation Code
Necropsied?



5/8/2010 8



dead 8-May 7



? 9-May 9



? X 10-May-10 8



dead 5/11/2010 0



dead 5/11/2010 0



dead 5/11/2010 0



? 14-May-10



dead 15-May-10



18-May-10 8



18-May-10 9



19-May-10 8



4 x 19-May-10 2



22-May-10 9



24-May-10 9



24-May-10 9



24-May-10



24-May-10 9



25-May-10 8



25-May-10 9



26-May-10 8



4 30-May-10 8



5 1-Jun-10 8



? 1-Jun-10



6-Jun-10



6-Jun-10



9-Jun-10



12-Jun-10



13-Jun-10



TT 19-Jun-30



24-Jun-10



24-Jun-10



Tt 2-May



Tt 3-May-10



Tt 8-May-10



Tt 14-May-10



Tt 9-Jun-10 10-Jun-10



Tt? 1 5-Jul-10



Tt? 1 9-Jul-10



Tt unk 9-Jul-10



Tt x 11-Jul-10



Tt? unk 11-Jul-10
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Samples collected
sample dispComments



Calf head sleletal/burried by SCAT team



Report from Ron Wooten (aerial survey); photos were not conclusively a marine mammal; was not relocated by SCAT teams



Report from Kathleen Barrett that could not be confirmed (despite several attempts); animal not recovered



USCG Aerial report unconfirmed



report of 5 dead dolphins in the Lafitte area; Blair followed up with the person reporting the dolphins and he disavowed the report



resight/rereport of dolphin reported on 5/7



resight/rereport of dolphin reported on 5/7



Reported thorugh hotline thought to be same dolphin as racoon island. LDWF following up



IMMS went out to ship on May 17. Did not see dolphin



Dolphin reported on  a mudflat. Lesions present.  AA responding



three dolphins reported "out of hab" Tiksaw river.  AA. NMFS P Goula dollowing up. Not trapped



reported dolphin on Holly beach. LDWF confirming.Verified as duplicate



Confirmed by  USFWS Aerial flight/ photos taken. Verified as a duplicate.



6 gray seals reported.  Not been able to  reach compainant



Three dead baby dolphins. USFWS did a helicopter overflight of the area and did not find anything to report.



Woman reported large mammal thrashing offhsore. ECWR and marine police went to scene and did not see anything



a report of three dolphins trying to beach on Grand Isle Beach.  LDWF went out and found 4 adult dolphins swimming parallel to beach. Sherrifs reported dolphns were herding mullet onto banke earlier on the day. Falso alar,m



Reported to IMMS. Live dolphin stuck under inside oil boom in 3 ft of water. IMMS went out today and did not see anything



Dead dolphin on North end of Cat island. IMMS follwing up. Possible duplicate.  NPS covered complete island on 5/27 and did not see carcass



Reporter called in a dead dolphin on Fouchon. Dolphin is dupe and we are working to get it disposed of..



Called in at 5:45pm. LDWF following up. Reported as having red flag. Confirmed as duplicate to Queen Besse Island



Called in by Responders, dolphin is on a marshy area. Has been confirmed as a dupe. Working on disposal.



Called in by responders. Sleletal. Likley dupe. Following up June 2. working on disposal



Dolphins swimming in oil mat near DH site. Photos requested.



 Dolphin was seen by dolphin watch vessel and  listing on one side then sinking. The vessel stayed in the area for a while  but did not see the dolphn again. Wil look for a carcass tomorrw in the area.



Skeletal carcass reported on Cat Island. Possoble duplicate. IMMS went out to island on Jun 9 and scoured the area but did not locate carcass



Dolphin reported in Perdido Pass. Unable to reac complainant. ECWR went out to scene and dd not locate a dolphin



Two skeletal dolphins were reported on Cat Island.  Likley Duplicates. Trying to get carcasses removed!!



Dupe of West Bay dolphin #11 on Response section



CG reported to Mandy Tumlin, live dolphin acting weird



resident reported animal listless and "might be oiled" swimming near docks.  Responder sent out next morning, nothing found



y 9 1 N Duplicate report prior to oil spill



N 9 1 N Duplicate reported prior to oil spill



Y 2 4 N Duplicatate reported prior to oil spill



N 2 4 N Aerial report by Ron Wooten LDWF respondED 5/15-AA responded.   Pre oil duplicate



y 2 4 n/a Left on sceneTwo decomposed dolphins reported on Trinity.  LDWF responded 6/10. confimed as a Pre-oil spill duplicate



n 9 n/a n/a n/a n/a reported behind boom, freed by public.  Responder sent to look for animal next morning, none found.



reported as live, entangled in a crab pot line



called in by NOAA corps officer from overflight



reported as one sick animal not swimming, being supported by three other dolphins, not oiled



mom and juvie up a small river, may be blocked in by boom, though boom is removed with outgoing tide to release any oil
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Report from Ron Wooten (aerial survey); photos were not conclusively a marine mammal; was not relocated by SCAT teams



Report from Kathleen Barrett that could not be confirmed (despite several attempts); animal not recovered



report of 5 dead dolphins in the Lafitte area; Blair followed up with the person reporting the dolphins and he disavowed the report



Reported thorugh hotline thought to be same dolphin as racoon island. LDWF following up



three dolphins reported "out of hab" Tiksaw river.  AA. NMFS P Goula dollowing up. Not trapped



Three dead baby dolphins. USFWS did a helicopter overflight of the area and did not find anything to report.



Woman reported large mammal thrashing offhsore. ECWR and marine police went to scene and did not see anything



a report of three dolphins trying to beach on Grand Isle Beach.  LDWF went out and found 4 adult dolphins swimming parallel to beach. Sherrifs reported dolphns were herding mullet onto banke earlier on the day. Falso alar,m



Reported to IMMS. Live dolphin stuck under inside oil boom in 3 ft of water. IMMS went out today and did not see anything



Dead dolphin on North end of Cat island. IMMS follwing up. Possible duplicate.  NPS covered complete island on 5/27 and did not see carcass



Reporter called in a dead dolphin on Fouchon. Dolphin is dupe and we are working to get it disposed of..



Called in at 5:45pm. LDWF following up. Reported as having red flag. Confirmed as duplicate to Queen Besse Island



Called in by Responders, dolphin is on a marshy area. Has been confirmed as a dupe. Working on disposal.



Called in by responders. Sleletal. Likley dupe. Following up June 2. working on disposal



 Dolphin was seen by dolphin watch vessel and  listing on one side then sinking. The vessel stayed in the area for a while  but did not see the dolphn again. Wil look for a carcass tomorrw in the area.



Skeletal carcass reported on Cat Island. Possoble duplicate. IMMS went out to island on Jun 9 and scoured the area but did not locate carcass



Dolphin reported in Perdido Pass. Unable to reac complainant. ECWR went out to scene and dd not locate a dolphin



Two skeletal dolphins were reported on Cat Island.  Likley Duplicates. Trying to get carcasses removed!!



resident reported animal listless and "might be oiled" swimming near docks.  Responder sent out next morning, nothing found



Duplicate reported prior to oil spill



Duplicatate reported prior to oil spill



Aerial report by Ron Wooten LDWF respondED 5/15-AA responded.   Pre oil duplicate



Two decomposed dolphins reported on Trinity.  LDWF responded 6/10. confimed as a Pre-oil spill duplicate



reported behind boom, freed by public.  Responder sent to look for animal next morning, none found.



reported as live, entangled in a crab pot line



called in by NOAA corps officer from overflight



reported as one sick animal not swimming, being supported by three other dolphins, not oiled



mom and juvie up a small river, may be blocked in by boom, though boom is removed with outgoing tide to release any oil



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.29905.1







2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.29905.1







a report of three dolphins trying to beach on Grand Isle Beach.  LDWF went out and found 4 adult dolphins swimming parallel to beach. Sherrifs reported dolphns were herding mullet onto banke earlier on the day. Falso alar,m



 Dolphin was seen by dolphin watch vessel and  listing on one side then sinking. The vessel stayed in the area for a while  but did not see the dolphn again. Wil look for a carcass tomorrw in the area.
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Field numberLocation Latitude Longitude State Response OrgCondition Code
Oiled?



Bay Joe Wise 29. 2798 89. 7036 LA LDWF 1



Grand Isle LA LDWF 1



Grand isle LA LDWF 1



Floating offshore 28 44 88 22 LA responders 1



Grand Isle LA responders 1



Bayou Casotte MS NMFS PG 1



near mobile bay AL public 1



oceanic 28.4755 88.41444 LA USFWS 1



Near Grand terre 29.27324 89.94055 LA ?? 1



Grand Isle LA 1



oceanic 29 0.551 88 12.485wLA 1



oceanic 28 45 88 35 LA USCG 1



St Andrews Bay 30 07.886 86 15.6 FL 1



Pensacola beach 30 19.808 87 8.986 FL ECWR 1



Perdido Bay 30.40305 -87.4061 FL none 1 x



Gulfport, MS 30 19.658 89 06.053 MS none 1



Mouth of Southwest pass confirming location LA none 1



offshore of LA 28 51.03 88 01.81 offshore none 1



Orange Beach, AL 30.2657 -87.5987 AL none 1



~55 mi ESE of Pass a Loutre 28 51 88 10 offshore none 1



Gulfport, MS 30 21.877 89 5.236 MS none 1



Pensacola, FL FL none 1
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Suspect? Non-oiled?Pending? Date Reported to CP
Confirmed Confirmation Code
Necropsied?Samples collected
sample disp



x 19-May-10 Y



x



x



x 1-Jun-10



x 1-Jun-10



x 2-Jun-10



4-Jun-10



x 9-Jun-10



9-Jun-10



9-Jun-10



15-Jun-10



16-Jun-10



17-Jun-10



24-Jun-10



25-Jun-10



x 1-Jul-10



4-Jul-10



4-Jul-10



x 8-Jul-10



10-Jul-10



9-Jul-10



11-Jul-10
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Comments



confirmed report of live dolphins swimming in and near oil. Mandy T verified. Dolphins ppeared o be exhibiting normal behaviour. Photos  and video taken. Total of 10-15 dolphins. Two calves.



report of pod of live dolphins swimming in oil. LDWFwas able to photo doc pod. One dolphin had oil on body



report of live dolphin trying to strand. LDWF went out to doc and found a group of 5-10 dolphin swimming near shore. Tar balls present in water



oiled dolphins, tiger shark and pelicans near deepwater horizon sight. All alive and all "soiled"  in oil. Requested photos.



Two live dolhpins reported rolling in surf near grand isle fishing poer. LDWF followed up and did not see the dolphins



complanant reported a large group of dolphins swimmimg normally. Kevin Barry went ot verify on june 3. Saw a small group of dolphins swimmimg and behaving normally in the area



16 live dolphins swimming oil fort morgan close to shore



3 live dolphins and one whale reported swimmingin oil and in distress.  The report was caught by NOAA aircraft pilots on airway radio. Trying to track track down the helo that reportd the animal



Live dolphin swmming oil. LDWF went to scene and did not see any dolphins in the area



Live dolphin in distress on Grand Isle.  LDWF verified and saw dolphins feedling the area but no dolphins in distress



Report of  5 sperm whales swimming in oil 20 miles ne of spill site. 



Reprot of 30 dolphins swimming where dispoersants were being sprayed. Photos available



report of  7 live dolhins swimming in oil. Dolphins were acting and behaving normally.



report of 4 live dolphins swimming in oiled area, in shallow water, behaving normally



report of group of dolphins splashing around in oiled area



tug operator reported 3 live dolphins in heavily oiled area, was not able to see if individual animals were oiled.



live dolphins swimming in oil



dolphins swimming in oil sheen



live dolphins swimming in oiled area



2 live unidentified small whales (15 ft+?) swimming in oil, one possibly breathing oddly



1 live animal swimming close to shore in an oiled area



civilian helo pilot reported 20-30 dolphins swimming slowly about 200 yards off shore in oiled waters
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confirmed report of live dolphins swimming in and near oil. Mandy T verified. Dolphins ppeared o be exhibiting normal behaviour. Photos  and video taken. Total of 10-15 dolphins. Two calves.



report of pod of live dolphins swimming in oil. LDWFwas able to photo doc pod. One dolphin had oil on body



report of live dolphin trying to strand. LDWF went out to doc and found a group of 5-10 dolphin swimming near shore. Tar balls present in water



oiled dolphins, tiger shark and pelicans near deepwater horizon sight. All alive and all "soiled"  in oil. Requested photos.



Two live dolhpins reported rolling in surf near grand isle fishing poer. LDWF followed up and did not see the dolphins



complanant reported a large group of dolphins swimmimg normally. Kevin Barry went ot verify on june 3. Saw a small group of dolphins swimmimg and behaving normally in the area



3 live dolphins and one whale reported swimmingin oil and in distress.  The report was caught by NOAA aircraft pilots on airway radio. Trying to track track down the helo that reportd the animal



Live dolphin in distress on Grand Isle.  LDWF verified and saw dolphins feedling the area but no dolphins in distress



tug operator reported 3 live dolphins in heavily oiled area, was not able to see if individual animals were oiled.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Elizabeth Tuohy-sheen <Elizabeth.Tuohy-Sheen@noaa.gov>



Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2010 7:37 PM



To: Elizabeth Tuohy-sheen; 'Dwayne.Meadows@noaa.gov'; 'Carrie.W.Hubard@noaa.gov';



'Jeff.Adams@noaa.gov'; 'Sarah.Wilkin@noaa.gov'; 'erin.fougeres@noaa.gov';



'Jaclyn.Taylor@noaa.gov'; 'Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov'; 'Lance.Garrison@noaa.gov';



'Trevor.Spradlin@noaa.gov'; 'laura.dias@noaa.gov'; 'Janet.Whaley@noaa.gov';



'Dave.Rotstein@noaa.gov'; 'Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov'; 'Mendy.Garron@noaa.gov';



'mhziccardi@ucdavis.edu'; Lori.Wilson@noaa.gov; Kristy.Long@noaa.gov



Subject: Cetacean Update 7-13



Attachments: Copy_of_Oil_Spill_cetacean_strandings_7-13.xls



Good evening, all.



Nothing to report today!  Have a nice evening, Liz
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Field number Location Latitude Longitude State



1055Tt Fourchon Beach 29.10332 -90.10674 LA



bp-2010LA04 Grand Terre 29.2844 -89.9284 LA



bp-2010lLA09 MRGO 29.68663 -89.40262 LA



bp-2010LA010 Chandeleur 29.49973 -89.03098 LA



50IMMS051010 Mobile Bay 30.51182 -88.10054 AL



49IMMS051010 Horn Island 30.24547 -88.74055 MS



West Bay 29.12499 -89.39982 LA



bp-2010LA11 Lake Pontc 30.07167 -89.95194 LA



Grande Terre 29.27604 -89.93769 LA



51IMMS051410 Wolf Bay 30.33761 -87.60326 AL



52IMMS051510 Horn Island 30.23066 -88.66986 MS



MCT-20100516-LA001. Racoon Island 29.0051 -90.9215 LA



54IMMS052010 Horn Island 30.25082 -88.72313 MS



55IMMS052010 Horn Island 30.24593 -88.73678 MS



56IMMS052010 Cat Island 30.21393 -89.0828 MS



57IMMS052010 Cat Island 30.22945 -89.07172 MS



PC-20100518-D002 Point a la Hache; Cow Bayou 29.57578 -89.7118 LA



53IMMS052210 Bayou La Batre 30.37178 -88.24439 AL



LA027? Southwestpass 28.9964 -89.34203 LA



MCT-20100524-LA001/LA028 Grand Isle 29.21522 -90.02152 LA



East Timbelier Island 29.06846 -90.33585 LA



East Timbelier Island 29.06846 -90.33585 LA



MCT-20100525-LA001 Queen Besse Island 29.24636 -89.96594 LA



58IMMS052510 Floating betw Cat Is. + Pass Christian 30.2523 -89.1856



60IMMS052610 Floating near Cat Island 30.2299 -89.1532



2010-05-CSA6 Marsh Island 29.55544 -92.00298 LA



MCT-20100529-LA001 Barataria Pass near Fort Livingston 29.2721 -89.946 LA



MDH-20100529-LA002 Cameron 29.7679 -93.40581 LA



MCT-20100529-LA001 Grand Isle 29.2721 -89.946 LA



MCT-20100530-LA001 Grand Isle 29.26891 -89.95302 LA



MCT-20100530-LA002 Grand Isle 29.26879 -89.95309 LA



GW2010006d St Vincent 29.65812 -85.17408 FL



GW2010007a Mexico Beach 29.92373 -85.38795 FL



MCT20100604 Passe-tet 29.12284 -90 LA



GW20010008 Shell Island 30.09717 -85.69633 FL



MCT20100606-LA001 West belle pass 29.0889 -90.2272 LA



MCT201000606-LA002 Bayou Rigaud 29.24657 -90.00166 LA



MDH-20100606-LA004 Lake Charles 29.77714 -93.24993 LA



59IMMS060710 Gulfport 30.35514 -89.09917 MS



MCT-20100607-LA002. Caminada Pass 29.24831 -90.0252 LA



MCT20100610-LA002 Trinity Island 29.04978 -90.72654 LA



61IMMS061110 Pascagoula 30.30515 -88.60109 MS



MCT-20100614-LA001 Bastian 29.29996 -89.70602 LA



62IMMS061510 Mobile Bay 30.46536 -88.07341 AL



63IMMS061510 Gulfport 30.3818 -89.025 MS
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N/A Oceanic 27.67361 -88.36667 MS



ECWR061710-12 Perdido 30.2802 -87.5405 AL



64IMMS061910 N. of Cat Island 30.2577 -89.0981 MS



BP-2010-LA-168 Cameron Parish, west LA 29.75695 -93.11616 LA



N/A N of Cat Island 30.2633 -89.0772 MS



LA-15-20100624 Biloxi Marsh 29.87635 -89.24873 LA



ECWR062210-13 Langdon Beach, near Ft. Pickens 30.3169 -87.2607 FL



MCT-20100625-LA001 Houma ship channel floater 29.20493 -90.63451 LA



MCT-20100625-LA002 Floater near ship channel, partial carcass29.16488 -90.63619 LA



65IMMS062510 Floater, Mobile Bay, Marker 44 30.4089 -88.01716 AL



66IMMS062910 N. end of Round Island, MS 30.29949 -88.58916 MS



67IMMS070210 SW of Bayou LaBatre 30.32208 -88.3484 MS



68IMMS070510 SW of Pass Christian 30.305 -89.2533 MS



70IMMS070810 Orange Beach, Sapling Point 30.315 -87.74528 AL



Rutherford Beach, LA 29.7622 -93.1397 LA



Rutherford Beach, LA 29.7622 -93.1397 LA



MDH-20100710-LA001 Cameron (town)/Holly Beach 29.7614 -93.5614 LA



71IMMS071010 Between Horn Isl. + Biloxi 30.3465 -88.9238 MS



Oiled Animals



  1. Investigated, Recovered &/or sampled by veterinarian



2. Investigated, Recovered &/or sampled by stranding network



3. Investigated, Recovered &/or sampled by another group (SCAT, LFWD, etc.)



4. Photographs taken by trained marine mammal personnel



5. Photographs taken and confirmed to be marine mammals



6. Photographs taken that can’t be confirmed



7. Reported by trained marine mammal personnel



8. Reported by responders



9. Reported by general public



Red notates temporary posiitons



Necropsy Codes:



    1. Assessed and unable to perform necropsy (e.g., advanced decomposition)



    2. Partial necropsy performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis)



    3. Full necropsy performed



    4.  Observed strandings but animal/samples not collected, or waiting necropsy



5. Live animal. No necropsy performed



6. Verifiesd strandings but unable to recover or sample ( e.g., photo doc)
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Response OrgSpecies Condition Code
Oiled? Suspect?Non-oiled? Pending? Date Reported to CP
Date Responded to



Audubon and LADWF
Tt 3 x 2-May



LDWF Tt 4 x 6-May



LDWF Tt 4 x 7-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 7-May-10



IMMS Tt 4 x 9-May



IMMS Tt 5 x 9-May



LDWF Tt 4 x 13-May-10



LDWF, AA Tt 4 x 13-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 14-May-10



IMMS Tt 3 x 14-May-10



IMMS Tt 5 x 14-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 14-May-10



NMFS Pgoula Tt 5 x 17-May-10



NMFS Pgoula Tt 5 x 17-May-10



NMFS Pgoula Tt 5 x 18-May-10



NMFS Pgoula Tt 5 x 18-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 18-May-10



IMMS Tt 3 x 21-May-10



USFWS Tt 3 x 22-May-10



LDWF Tt 3 x 24-May-10



LDWF/USCG Tt 4 x 24-May-10



LDWF/USCG Tt 4 x 24-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 25-May-10



Public Tt 4 x 25-May-10



Public Tt 4 x 26-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 25-May-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 29-May-10 30-May-10



LDWF Tt 5 x 29-May-10 29-May-10



LDWF Tt 3 x 29-May-10 29-May-10



LDWF Tt 5 x 30-May-10 30-May-10



LDWF Tt 5 x 30-May-10 30-May-10



Gulf World Sl 4 x 2-Jun-10 2-Jun-10



Gulf World Sl 1 x 2-Jun-10 2-Jun-10



responders Tt 4 x 4-Jun-10 5-Jun-10



Gulf World Sl 1 x 5-Jun-10 5-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 3 x 6-Jun-10 6-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 3 x 6-Jun-10 6-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 6-Jun-10 6-Jun-10



IMMS Tt 4 x 6-Jun-10 7-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 7-Jun-10 7-Jun-10



responders Tt 4 x 9-Jun-10 10--jun-10



Public TT 3 x 11-Jun-10 11-Jun-10



responders Tt 4 x 12-Jun-10 13-Jun-10



VOO Tt 4 x 15-Jun-10 15-Jun-10



responders Tt 4 x 15-Jun-10 15-Jun-10
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NOAA Pm 4 x 15-Jun-10 15-Jun-10



ECWR Tt 1 x 17-Jun-10 17-Jun-10



IMMS Tt 3 x 19-Jun-10 19-Jun-10



AAoA Tt 1 x 19-Jun-10 19-Jun-10



Unrecovered Tt unk 19-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 23-Jun-10 24-Jun-10



ECWR Sl 1 X 23-Jun-10 23-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 3 x 25-Jun-10 24-Jun-10



LDWF Tt 4 x 25-Jun-10 25-Jun-10



IMMS Tt 3 x 25-Jun-10 25-Jun-10



IMMS Tt 4 x 29-Jun-10 29-Jun-10



IMMS Tt 4 x 2-Jul-10 2-Jul-10



IMMS Tt 3 x 5-Jul-10 5-Jul-10



IMMS Tt 3 x 8-Jul-10 8-Jul-10



none Stenella sp. 4 x 24-Jun-10



none Stenella sp. 4 x 24-Jun-10



LADWF Tt 4 x 9-Jul-10 10-Jul-10



IMMS Tt 2 x 11-Jul-10 11-Jul-10
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Confirmed Confirmation Code
Necropsied? Samples collected
sample disp Carccass disp



Y 1 2 Y AA



Y 2 1 Y AA



y 3 2 Y AA



y 3 2 y AA



y 1 1 y IMMS



y 1 4 N IMMS



y 2 1 Y AA



Y 1 1 y AA



Y 4 4 y AA



y 2 2 y IMMS



Y 2 1 Y IMMS



N 2 1 Y AA



y 2 1 Y IMMS



y 2 1 y IMMS



y 2 1 y IMMS



y 2 1 y IMMS



y 5 1 y AA



y 2 3 Y IMMS Left on scene



y 1 3 Y AA



y 1 3 y AA



y 1 1 y AA



y 1 1 y AA



y 8 1 y AA



y 9 6 n n/a



y 9 6 n n/a



y 1 1 y AA



y 3 1 y AA



y 2 1 y AA



y 2 3 Y AA



Y 3 1 N n/a



Y 3 1 N n/a



Y 2 3 y GW



Y 1 3 y GW



Y 2 1 y AA



y 1 3 Y GW



Y 2 2 Y AA Left on scene



Y 2 2 Y AA AA



y 3 1 Y AA Left on scene



y 3 1 Y IMMS Left on scene



y 4 2 y AA Left on scene



y 2 1 y AA Left on scene



y 9 3 y IMMS IMMS



y 8 1 y AA Left on scene



y 2 2 y IMMS IMMS



y 2 2 y IMMS IMMS
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Y 5 1 y NMFS PascagoulaLeft on scene



Y 2 5 released



Y 2 4 Y IMMS IMMS



Y 2 5 AA



6



y 3 1 y LDWF left on scene



Y 1 3 Y unk unk



y 2 2 y LDWF Audubon



y 2 2 y LDWF sunk on scene



y 1 3 y IMMS IMMS



y 1 2 y IMMS IMMS



y 2 2 y IMMS moved, see comments



y 2 3 y IMMS Unk



y 1 3 y IMMS unk



y 5 6



y 5 6



y 3 unk y LDWF/Audubonunk



y 1 unk unk unk
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Comments



LDWF-Necropsiesd and samples collected



Neoonate-LDWF-Necropsiesd and samples collected



 /photos taken/oil spill samples collected/ carcass marked



 LDWF OLE/ samples collected



Sampled and marked by IMMS



Originally seen by Park Ranger April 24. likely not oils spil related- marked by IMMS



LDWF Bioogist located dolphin 5/15  Partial necropsy conducted



Very decomposed. Sampled and marked



Mumified Carcass-leahtery skin- aniaml buried by LDWF



Floater reported by dolphin watch boat. IMMS confirmed



Reported by ERT to USCG - IMMS confirmed



Sampled and marked byLDWF Bilogist



 NW end of Horn. NMFS Pgoula verified. Neonate/mummifed. Marked with orange spray paint



NW end of Horn. NMFS Pgoula verified. Mummifed cacass. Marked with organge spray paint



NMFS Pascagoula verifed.Neonate/mummified carcass.  Marked with orange spray paint



NMFS Pascagoula verifed.mummified carcass.  Marked with orange spray paint



Dolphin reported on  a mudflat. Lesions present.  Confirmed by USFWS. Sampled by LDWF on 5/22/10 after failed airlift.



Reported twice by responders East side of Coffee Island. IMMS responded 5/22 with vessel of opportunity



5/23 FWS towed animal in and it was delivered AA for necropsy- code 4 necropsied by D-Rot



LDWF reponded to  a dead oiled dolphin. Prelim Oil samples collected and transported to AA for necropsy. Necrposied by D-Rot. Oil present but secondary from carcass in waterline



A report of two dead dolphins on East Tmbelier island- near grand isle. LDWF biologist sampled and marked carcasses



A report of two dead dolphins on East Tmbelier island- near grand isle. One ay be dupe.LDWF biologist sampeld and marked



Mandy Tumlin was able to sample carcass but not retrieve 5/26- no oil present on animal



Report came in from fishing captain, decomposed dolphin, floating- photos to confirm came in June 14



Report  came in from  public, floating dolphin head. Photos confirmed.



LDWF from new iberia office reprortded a dead dolph in the marsh. Sample were colleccted but dolphins was left and marked.



LDWF received report of floating dolphin in the Pass, located dolphin, towed in (delayed because of bad weather), transported to AA for necropsy



Skeletal remains present. Marked and left on-site.  Teeth collected.



Animal found floating. Was towed in and transported to AA for full necropsy. Animal was necropsied on June 1 by Audubon vet.



 LDWF biologist responded, Only skletal remains.



LDWF biologist responded, Only skletal remains.



Stenella longisrotris.  Transported to NMFS Panama City lab for necropsy



Stenella longirostris. Originally reported as a mom/calf pair but only one adult was seen. Animall expired shortly after responders arrived on scene. Necropsy by Dr. Townsend tonight



 LDWF responding on June 5, mostly skeletal. Left on site



Live Stenella logirostris. Euthanized by Gulf World. Forest Townsend conducting necropsy.



Subadult. Heavily scavenged by sharks. Carcass on Jetty rocks which were oiled and oil was also present on dolphin



Dolphin  was subadult. Was recovered and transported to AA for necropsy.



LDWF responded. No oil in area or on dolphin but dna and external samples were taken



Carcass at State Port. Was closed by the time IMMS sampled on 7 Jun but could not remove carcass for safety reasons.  On jetty concrete/rebar rocks



Was a code 4.  Was painted and left on the island.  Gauze samples were taken as well as a DNA sample (also pulled a tooth).  The island was not oiled.



Two decomposed dolphins reported on Trinity. LDWF responded 6/10



Animal was  found in oil. picked up and transported to IMMS. (coords will remain est. no GPS) A necropsy was performed on June 14. Adult Male, No obvious internal signs of oil.



Reported by responders.   Spine.  LDWF went out Jun 13



Calf. No ext vis signs of oil. Taken back to IMMS in freezer. Necropsy pending



Subadult. No ext vis signs of oil. Taken back to IMMS in freezer. Necropsy pending
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Dead sub adult sperm whale reported by NOAA ship Picses.  Photos and oil samples collected.  No  responders sent  due to distance from shore and state of decomposition



live subadult trapped between two oil booms in Perdido Bay.  Oil on outside of decond boom but not where the dolphn was. Boom was moved and dolphin swam out on its own



Necropsied 6/21 by Connie Chevis. No vis signis of oil.



Subadult. Dolphin in rehab at AA. Condition is guarded



Confirmed through photo but nio recovered



LDWF responded. No oil in area or on dolphin but dna and external samples were taken



Necropsy evening 6/23 at NMFS Panama City by Dr. Brudick, Gulf World staff



code 3, transported to Audubon for necropsy



partial carcass (head and trunk), swabbed, photo'd, tooth and genetics taken, sunk on scene



animal injured consistent with ship strike, pending due to substance in pharyngeal area, photo analysis pending



Neonate, scheduled to be necropsied Jul 1



Code 4/5, brought in by VOO and sampled by IMMS, no place to bury, animal taken out by VOO and disposed of in remote area, 30.36313 x -88.34313



old male, thin blubber layer



Report went through incorrect channel, confirmed 9 Jul 10



Report went through incorrect channel, confirmed 9 Jul 10



called in by RAT team, seen previous day, v decomposed



called in by VOO, towed in and brought to IMMS for necropsy on 12 Jul 10
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Dolphin reported on  a mudflat. Lesions present.  Confirmed by USFWS. Sampled by LDWF on 5/22/10 after failed airlift.



Reported twice by responders East side of Coffee Island. IMMS responded 5/22 with vessel of opportunity



LDWF reponded to  a dead oiled dolphin. Prelim Oil samples collected and transported to AA for necropsy. Necrposied by D-Rot. Oil present but secondary from carcass in waterline



A report of two dead dolphins on East Tmbelier island- near grand isle. LDWF biologist sampled and marked carcasses



A report of two dead dolphins on East Tmbelier island- near grand isle. One ay be dupe.LDWF biologist sampeld and marked



LDWF from new iberia office reprortded a dead dolph in the marsh. Sample were colleccted but dolphins was left and marked.



LDWF received report of floating dolphin in the Pass, located dolphin, towed in (delayed because of bad weather), transported to AA for necropsy



Animal found floating. Was towed in and transported to AA for full necropsy. Animal was necropsied on June 1 by Audubon vet.



Stenella longirostris. Originally reported as a mom/calf pair but only one adult was seen. Animall expired shortly after responders arrived on scene. Necropsy by Dr. Townsend tonight



Subadult. Heavily scavenged by sharks. Carcass on Jetty rocks which were oiled and oil was also present on dolphin



by the time IMMS sampled on 7 Jun but could not remove carcass for safety reasons.  On jetty concrete/rebar rocks



Was a code 4.  Was painted and left on the island.  Gauze samples were taken as well as a DNA sample (also pulled a tooth).  The island was not oiled.



Animal was  found in oil. picked up and transported to IMMS. (coords will remain est. no GPS) A necropsy was performed on June 14. Adult Male, No obvious internal signs of oil.
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Dead sub adult sperm whale reported by NOAA ship Picses.  Photos and oil samples collected.  No  responders sent  due to distance from shore and state of decomposition



live subadult trapped between two oil booms in Perdido Bay.  Oil on outside of decond boom but not where the dolphn was. Boom was moved and dolphin swam out on its own



animal injured consistent with ship strike, pending due to substance in pharyngeal area, photo analysis pending



Code 4/5, brought in by VOO and sampled by IMMS, no place to bury, animal taken out by VOO and disposed of in remote area, 30.36313 x -88.34313
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Field number Location Latitude Longitude State Response Org



ECWR050510-11 Santa Rosa Beach, FL Emerald Coast Wildlife Refuge



AP051001 St George Island 29 40.921 84 48.084 FL Apalachicola  NERR



Confirmation Codes:



1. Recovered &/or sampled by stranding network w/ vet



2. Recovered &/or sampled by stranding network



3. Recovered &/or sampled by another group (SCAT, LFWD, etc.)



4. Photographs taken by trained marine mammal personnel



5. Photographs taken and confirmed to be marine mammals



6. Photographs taken that can’t be confirmed



7. Reported by trained marine mammal personnel



8. Reported by responders



9. Reported by general public
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Condition Code Oiled? Suspect? Non-oiled? Pending? Date Reported Confirmed Confirmation Code



5 x 5-May-10 y 1.00



4 X 7-May-10 Y 2
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Necropsied?Samples collected
sample dispComments



y n ECWR Likely prior to oil spill/ very decomposed



n n Duplicate Stranding report
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Field number Location Latitude Longitude State Response Org



Cat Island 30.21428 -89.0886 LA SCAT



Cat Island MS aerial team (Ron Wooten)



Cat Island 30.22944 -89.0717 MS



?? LA



Lafitte area LA



Biloxi Marsh, near the Chandeleur Islands LA Audubon



Biloxi Marsh, near the Chandeleur Islands LA Audubon



Cocadrie LA LDWF



Ship Island 30 12.738 88 59.113 MS IMMS



Empire LA



Lake Tiksaw LA Public



Holly Beach LA



Chandeleur N 29 39.334 W 89 26.515LA



Biloxi MS Public



Champagne Bay 29 0.248 90 0.022 LA Public



Orange Beach AL Public



LA Reponse crew



Waveland MS IMMS



Cat Island 30 28 96.1289 23 35.97MS IMMS



Fouchon Beach LA LDWF



Grand Isle 29 18.3083 89 57.4359 LA LDWF



Bayou LaBatre 30 37.646 88 24.374 AL responders



Horn Island MS responders



Floating offshore 28 44 88 22 LA responders



St Andrews Bay FL Public



Cat Island 30.21451 89.08356 MS responders



Perdido Pass AL reponders



Cat Island MS responders



Pelican Island 29.25316 -89.6037 LA



Grande Tere Responders



Grande Terre LA LDWF



St. Andrews Bay 30.1648 -85.6952 FL GulfWorld



Zombie/unk Dauphin Island AL Dauphin Island Sea Lab



Lake Pontchartrain LA Audubon and LADWF



GW2010003d Port St Joe - Selina's Park FL None



Holly Beach 29.7598 -93.5267 LA LDWF



LA-01-2010-CSA4 Trinity Island 29.04785 -90.7377 LA responders



69IMMS070510 Weeks Bay, Fairhope, AL 30.3783 -89.8514 AL none



Dog Lake/Hackberry Bay 29.20575 -90.8733 LA LADWF



12 miles off E. Timbalier Isl.28.90775 -90.2239 LA LADWF



Pascagoula, MS 30 20.790 88 55.432 MS none



Weekly Bayou, FL 30 21.136 87 24.955 FL none



Pre-spill duplicates



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.30067.1







Confirmation Codes:



1. Recovered &/or sampled by stranding network w/ vet



2. Recovered &/or sampled by stranding network



3. Recovered &/or sampled by another group (SCAT, LFWD, etc.)



4. Photographs taken by trained marine mammal personnel



5. Photographs taken and confirmed to be marine mammals



6. Photographs taken that can’t be confirmed



7. Reported by trained marine mammal personnel



8. Reported by responders



9. Reported by general public



0. Not a valid report (e.g., not a marine mammal, duplicate of previous reports, etc.)



Necropsy Codes:



    1. Assessed and unable to perform necropsy (e.g., advanced decomposition)



    2. Partial necropsy performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis)



    3. Full necropsy performed



    4.  Observed strandings but animal/samples not collected, or waiting necropsy
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Condition Code Oiled? Suspect? Non-oiled? Pending? Date Reported Confirmation Code
Necropsied?



5/8/2010 8



dead 8-May 7



? 9-May 9



? X 10-May-10 8



dead 5/11/2010 0



dead 5/11/2010 0



dead 5/11/2010 0



? 14-May-10



dead 15-May-10



18-May-10 8



18-May-10 9



19-May-10 8



4 x 19-May-10 2



22-May-10 9



24-May-10 9



24-May-10 9



24-May-10



24-May-10 9



25-May-10 8



25-May-10 9



26-May-10 8



4 30-May-10 8



5 1-Jun-10 8



? 1-Jun-10



6-Jun-10



6-Jun-10



9-Jun-10



12-Jun-10



13-Jun-10



TT 19-Jun-30



24-Jun-10



24-Jun-10



Tt 2-May



Tt 3-May-10



Tt 8-May-10



Tt 14-May-10



Tt 9-Jun-10 10-Jun-10



Tt? 1 5-Jul-10



Tt? 1 9-Jul-10



Tt unk 9-Jul-10



Tt x 11-Jul-10



Tt? unk 11-Jul-10
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Samples collected
sample dispComments



Calf head sleletal/burried by SCAT team



Report from Ron Wooten (aerial survey); photos were not conclusively a marine mammal; was not relocated by SCAT teams



Report from Kathleen Barrett that could not be confirmed (despite several attempts); animal not recovered



USCG Aerial report unconfirmed



report of 5 dead dolphins in the Lafitte area; Blair followed up with the person reporting the dolphins and he disavowed the report



resight/rereport of dolphin reported on 5/7



resight/rereport of dolphin reported on 5/7



Reported thorugh hotline thought to be same dolphin as racoon island. LDWF following up



IMMS went out to ship on May 17. Did not see dolphin



Dolphin reported on  a mudflat. Lesions present.  AA responding



three dolphins reported "out of hab" Tiksaw river.  AA. NMFS P Goula dollowing up. Not trapped



reported dolphin on Holly beach. LDWF confirming.Verified as duplicate



Confirmed by  USFWS Aerial flight/ photos taken. Verified as a duplicate.



6 gray seals reported.  Not been able to  reach compainant



Three dead baby dolphins. USFWS did a helicopter overflight of the area and did not find anything to report.



Woman reported large mammal thrashing offhsore. ECWR and marine police went to scene and did not see anything



a report of three dolphins trying to beach on Grand Isle Beach.  LDWF went out and found 4 adult dolphins swimming parallel to beach. Sherrifs reported dolphns were herding mullet onto banke earlier on the day. Falso alar,m



Reported to IMMS. Live dolphin stuck under inside oil boom in 3 ft of water. IMMS went out today and did not see anything



Dead dolphin on North end of Cat island. IMMS follwing up. Possible duplicate.  NPS covered complete island on 5/27 and did not see carcass



Reporter called in a dead dolphin on Fouchon. Dolphin is dupe and we are working to get it disposed of..



Called in at 5:45pm. LDWF following up. Reported as having red flag. Confirmed as duplicate to Queen Besse Island



Called in by Responders, dolphin is on a marshy area. Has been confirmed as a dupe. Working on disposal.



Called in by responders. Sleletal. Likley dupe. Following up June 2. working on disposal



Dolphins swimming in oil mat near DH site. Photos requested.



 Dolphin was seen by dolphin watch vessel and  listing on one side then sinking. The vessel stayed in the area for a while  but did not see the dolphn again. Wil look for a carcass tomorrw in the area.



Skeletal carcass reported on Cat Island. Possoble duplicate. IMMS went out to island on Jun 9 and scoured the area but did not locate carcass



Dolphin reported in Perdido Pass. Unable to reac complainant. ECWR went out to scene and dd not locate a dolphin



Two skeletal dolphins were reported on Cat Island.  Likley Duplicates. Trying to get carcasses removed!!



Dupe of West Bay dolphin #11 on Response section



CG reported to Mandy Tumlin, live dolphin acting weird



resident reported animal listless and "might be oiled" swimming near docks.  Responder sent out next morning, nothing found



y 9 1 N Duplicate report prior to oil spill



N 9 1 N Duplicate reported prior to oil spill



Y 2 4 N Duplicatate reported prior to oil spill



N 2 4 N Aerial report by Ron Wooten LDWF respondED 5/15-AA responded.   Pre oil duplicate



y 2 4 n/a Left on sceneTwo decomposed dolphins reported on Trinity.  LDWF responded 6/10. confimed as a Pre-oil spill duplicate



n 9 n/a n/a n/a n/a reported behind boom, freed by public.  Responder sent to look for animal next morning, none found.



reported as live, entangled in a crab pot line



called in by NOAA corps officer from overflight



reported as one sick animal not swimming, being supported by three other dolphins, not oiled



mom and juvie up a small river, may be blocked in by boom, though boom is removed with outgoing tide to release any oil
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Report from Ron Wooten (aerial survey); photos were not conclusively a marine mammal; was not relocated by SCAT teams



Report from Kathleen Barrett that could not be confirmed (despite several attempts); animal not recovered



report of 5 dead dolphins in the Lafitte area; Blair followed up with the person reporting the dolphins and he disavowed the report



Reported thorugh hotline thought to be same dolphin as racoon island. LDWF following up



three dolphins reported "out of hab" Tiksaw river.  AA. NMFS P Goula dollowing up. Not trapped



Three dead baby dolphins. USFWS did a helicopter overflight of the area and did not find anything to report.



Woman reported large mammal thrashing offhsore. ECWR and marine police went to scene and did not see anything



a report of three dolphins trying to beach on Grand Isle Beach.  LDWF went out and found 4 adult dolphins swimming parallel to beach. Sherrifs reported dolphns were herding mullet onto banke earlier on the day. Falso alar,m



Reported to IMMS. Live dolphin stuck under inside oil boom in 3 ft of water. IMMS went out today and did not see anything



Dead dolphin on North end of Cat island. IMMS follwing up. Possible duplicate.  NPS covered complete island on 5/27 and did not see carcass



Reporter called in a dead dolphin on Fouchon. Dolphin is dupe and we are working to get it disposed of..



Called in at 5:45pm. LDWF following up. Reported as having red flag. Confirmed as duplicate to Queen Besse Island



Called in by Responders, dolphin is on a marshy area. Has been confirmed as a dupe. Working on disposal.



Called in by responders. Sleletal. Likley dupe. Following up June 2. working on disposal



 Dolphin was seen by dolphin watch vessel and  listing on one side then sinking. The vessel stayed in the area for a while  but did not see the dolphn again. Wil look for a carcass tomorrw in the area.



Skeletal carcass reported on Cat Island. Possoble duplicate. IMMS went out to island on Jun 9 and scoured the area but did not locate carcass



Dolphin reported in Perdido Pass. Unable to reac complainant. ECWR went out to scene and dd not locate a dolphin



Two skeletal dolphins were reported on Cat Island.  Likley Duplicates. Trying to get carcasses removed!!



resident reported animal listless and "might be oiled" swimming near docks.  Responder sent out next morning, nothing found



Duplicate reported prior to oil spill



Duplicatate reported prior to oil spill



Aerial report by Ron Wooten LDWF respondED 5/15-AA responded.   Pre oil duplicate



Two decomposed dolphins reported on Trinity.  LDWF responded 6/10. confimed as a Pre-oil spill duplicate



reported behind boom, freed by public.  Responder sent to look for animal next morning, none found.



reported as live, entangled in a crab pot line



called in by NOAA corps officer from overflight



reported as one sick animal not swimming, being supported by three other dolphins, not oiled



mom and juvie up a small river, may be blocked in by boom, though boom is removed with outgoing tide to release any oil
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a report of three dolphins trying to beach on Grand Isle Beach.  LDWF went out and found 4 adult dolphins swimming parallel to beach. Sherrifs reported dolphns were herding mullet onto banke earlier on the day. Falso alar,m



 Dolphin was seen by dolphin watch vessel and  listing on one side then sinking. The vessel stayed in the area for a while  but did not see the dolphn again. Wil look for a carcass tomorrw in the area.
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Field numberLocation Latitude Longitude State Response OrgCondition Code
Oiled?



Bay Joe Wise 29. 2798 89. 7036 LA LDWF 1



Grand Isle LA LDWF 1



Grand isle LA LDWF 1



Floating offshore 28 44 88 22 LA responders 1



Grand Isle LA responders 1



Bayou Casotte MS NMFS PG 1



near mobile bay AL public 1



oceanic 28.4755 88.41444 LA USFWS 1



Near Grand terre 29.27324 89.94055 LA ?? 1



Grand Isle LA 1



oceanic 29 0.551 88 12.485wLA 1



oceanic 28 45 88 35 LA USCG 1



St Andrews Bay 30 07.886 86 15.6 FL 1



Pensacola beach 30 19.808 87 8.986 FL ECWR 1



Perdido Bay 30.40305 -87.4061 FL none 1 x



Gulfport, MS 30 19.658 89 06.053 MS none 1



Mouth of Southwest pass confirming location LA none 1



offshore of LA 28 51.03 88 01.81 offshore none 1



Orange Beach, AL 30.2657 -87.5987 AL none 1



~55 mi ESE of Pass a Loutre 28 51 88 10 offshore none 1



Gulfport, MS 30 21.877 89 5.236 MS none 1



Pensacola, FL FL none 1
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Suspect? Non-oiled?Pending? Date Reported to CP
Confirmed Confirmation Code
Necropsied?Samples collected
sample disp



x 19-May-10 Y



x



x



x 1-Jun-10



x 1-Jun-10



x 2-Jun-10



4-Jun-10



x 9-Jun-10



9-Jun-10



9-Jun-10



15-Jun-10



16-Jun-10



17-Jun-10



24-Jun-10



25-Jun-10



x 1-Jul-10



4-Jul-10



4-Jul-10



x 8-Jul-10



10-Jul-10



9-Jul-10



11-Jul-10
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Comments



confirmed report of live dolphins swimming in and near oil. Mandy T verified. Dolphins ppeared o be exhibiting normal behaviour. Photos  and video taken. Total of 10-15 dolphins. Two calves.



report of pod of live dolphins swimming in oil. LDWFwas able to photo doc pod. One dolphin had oil on body



report of live dolphin trying to strand. LDWF went out to doc and found a group of 5-10 dolphin swimming near shore. Tar balls present in water



oiled dolphins, tiger shark and pelicans near deepwater horizon sight. All alive and all "soiled"  in oil. Requested photos.



Two live dolhpins reported rolling in surf near grand isle fishing poer. LDWF followed up and did not see the dolphins



complanant reported a large group of dolphins swimmimg normally. Kevin Barry went ot verify on june 3. Saw a small group of dolphins swimmimg and behaving normally in the area



16 live dolphins swimming oil fort morgan close to shore



3 live dolphins and one whale reported swimmingin oil and in distress.  The report was caught by NOAA aircraft pilots on airway radio. Trying to track track down the helo that reportd the animal



Live dolphin swmming oil. LDWF went to scene and did not see any dolphins in the area



Live dolphin in distress on Grand Isle.  LDWF verified and saw dolphins feedling the area but no dolphins in distress



Report of  5 sperm whales swimming in oil 20 miles ne of spill site. 



Reprot of 30 dolphins swimming where dispoersants were being sprayed. Photos available



report of  7 live dolhins swimming in oil. Dolphins were acting and behaving normally.



report of 4 live dolphins swimming in oiled area, in shallow water, behaving normally



report of group of dolphins splashing around in oiled area



tug operator reported 3 live dolphins in heavily oiled area, was not able to see if individual animals were oiled.



live dolphins swimming in oil



dolphins swimming in oil sheen



live dolphins swimming in oiled area



2 live unidentified small whales (15 ft+?) swimming in oil, one possibly breathing oddly



1 live animal swimming close to shore in an oiled area



civilian helo pilot reported 20-30 dolphins swimming slowly about 200 yards off shore in oiled waters
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confirmed report of live dolphins swimming in and near oil. Mandy T verified. Dolphins ppeared o be exhibiting normal behaviour. Photos  and video taken. Total of 10-15 dolphins. Two calves.



report of pod of live dolphins swimming in oil. LDWFwas able to photo doc pod. One dolphin had oil on body



report of live dolphin trying to strand. LDWF went out to doc and found a group of 5-10 dolphin swimming near shore. Tar balls present in water



oiled dolphins, tiger shark and pelicans near deepwater horizon sight. All alive and all "soiled"  in oil. Requested photos.



Two live dolhpins reported rolling in surf near grand isle fishing poer. LDWF followed up and did not see the dolphins



complanant reported a large group of dolphins swimmimg normally. Kevin Barry went ot verify on june 3. Saw a small group of dolphins swimmimg and behaving normally in the area



3 live dolphins and one whale reported swimmingin oil and in distress.  The report was caught by NOAA aircraft pilots on airway radio. Trying to track track down the helo that reportd the animal



Live dolphin in distress on Grand Isle.  LDWF verified and saw dolphins feedling the area but no dolphins in distress



tug operator reported 3 live dolphins in heavily oiled area, was not able to see if individual animals were oiled.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Monica Allen <Monica.Allen@noaa.gov>



Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 12:05 PM



To: Barbara Schroeder; Alexis.Gutierrez



Cc: Helen Golde



Subject: updating turtle stranding fact sheet



Attachments: 2189_sea_turtle_strandings_deepwater.pdf



Hi Barbara and Alexis,



I'd like to update the stranding fact sheet so that we can provide it to the journalists taking part on the media event



Tuesday at Univ. of Florida.



There are two sentences that I believe we should take out (pasted below). Can you take a look at my suggestion and let



me know if this suggested change is accurate and also see if there are any other updates that are needed to this fact



sheet, which I've attached.



Thank you,



Monica



The sentences are: While the complete results can take several weeks because of the time needed to analyze samples,



none of the turtle necropsies performed to date have shown evidence of oil, externally or internally. Some of the more



recent stranded turtles that have not yet been necropsied have had visible external evidence of oil. More necropsies of



dead sea turtles are planned.



Change to: The complete results can take several weeks because of the time needed to analyze samples.



I'm suggesting this because I believe Brian Stacy has done necropsies of some of the turtles that were externally oiled



even though the lion's share are of those that were not reported to be externally oiled.



thank you,



Monica



--


Monica Allen



NOAA Communications & External Affairs



National Marine Fisheries Service



U.S. Department of Commerce



1315 East West Highway



Room 14502



Silver Spring, Md. 20910



Tel.: (301) 713-2370



Fax: (301) 713-1452



Cell: (202) 379-6693



E-mail monica.allen@noaa.gov



Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/noaa.lubchenco
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce



NOAA’s Oil Spill Response



Sea Turtle Strandings and

the Deepwater Oil Spill







Credit: University of California, Davis



Sea turtle stranding responders, working under the



guidance of the Wildlife Branch Unit of the Unified



Command, which includes several NOAA experts, are



responding to sea turtle strandings of predominantly dead



animals and are rescuing some heavily oiled sea turtles



from the spill area.



All the living turtles



captured in the on water



operation are cleaned



of oil and are being



rehabilitated at the



Audubon Aquarium



outside New Orleans.



NOAA experts are examining turtles that have



stranded dead in the area affected by the oil spill to



determine, if possible, whether their deaths can be linked



to oil, or another cause. While the complete results can



take several weeks because of the time needed to analyze



samples, none of the turtle necropsies performed to date



have shown evidence of oil, externally or internally.



Some of the more recent stranded turtles that have not



yet been necropsied have had visible external evidence of



oil. More necropsies of dead sea turtles are planned. We



do believe that this spill will significantly affect sea



turtles in the Gulf of Mexico. Flyovers and the on-water



operation have shown sea turtles swimming in or near the



oil spill.



General Effects of Oil on

Sea Turtles



Sea turtles may be exposed to chemicals in oil or to



chemicals in products such as dispersants used in two



ways: internally (eating or swallowing oil, consuming



prey containing oil based chemicals, or inhaling of



volatile oil related compounds) and externally



(swimming in oil or dispersants).



Several aspects of sea turtle behavior put them at



risk including the importance to turtles of surface



convergence areas, typically highly productive areas



where ocean currents converge and where oil has been



found. These areas provide feeding and sheltering habitat



to sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico. Sea turtles are air



breathers and all must come to the surface frequently to



take a breath of air. In a large oil spill, these animals may



be exposed to volatile chemicals during inhalation.



Additionally, sea turtles may experience oiling



impacts on nesting beaches when they come ashore to lay



their eggs, and their eggs may be exposed during



incubation potentially resulting in increased egg mortality



and/or possibly developmental defects in hatchlings.



Hatchlings emerging from their nests may encounter oil



on the beach and in the water as they begin their lives



at sea.



(contined on back)
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External Effects: Oil and other chemicals on skin



and body may result in skin and eye irritation, burns to



mucous membranes of eyes and mouth, and increased



susceptibility to infection.



Internal Effects: Inhalation of volatile organics from



oil or dispersants may result in respiratory irritation,



tissue injury, and pneumonia. Ingestion of oil or



dispersants may result in gastrointestinal inflammation,



ulcers, bleeding, diarrhea, and maldigestion. Absorption







of inhaled and



ingested chemicals



may damage organs



such as the liver or



kidney, result in



anemia and immune



suppression, or lead



to reproductive



failure or death.



Reasons for Sea Turtle Strandings



There are thousands of sea turtle strandings every



year along the Gulf of Mexico and U.S. east coast.



NOAA is working to understand why sea turtles are



stranding in the area of interest. In previous years, this



same area has experienced increased strandings during



this time of year. The stranding numbers we are seeing



currently in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama are



higher than normal, however. This may be due in part to



increased detection and reporting, but this does not fully



account for the increase.



Primary human causes for sea turtle deaths in the



Gulf of Mexico include fishing bycatch and vessel



strikes. Bycatch in shrimp trawls is recognized as a



leading source of sea turtle mortality if Turtle Excluder



Devices (TEDs) are not properly used. Other types of



fishing gear that incidentally catch and can kill sea turtles



include longline gear and nets.



There are five sea turtle species in the Gulf of



Mexico. Kemp’s Ridley, leatherback, hawksbill, and



green sea turtles are listed as endangered under the



Endangered Species Act; loggerhead sea turtles are listed



as threatened.



Rehabilitating Oiled Sea Turtles



Through the Wildlife Branch, Marine Mammal and



Sea TurtleUnit of the Unified Command, NOAA has



implemented region-wide protocols for caring for turtles



in distress and established four rehabilitation/de-oiling



centers: one in Louisiana, one in Mississippi, and two in



Florida. Additional facilities are on standby if needed.



NOAA is working closely with U.S. Fish and Wildlife



Service, through the Unified Command, on addressing



issues of concern on sea turtle nesting beaches in the Gulf



of Mexico as well. Wildlife teams on the water have been



instructed to bring any turtles in distress back to shore for



transport to the rehabilitation facilities.



To get the latest numbers of strandings and animals



that have been captured as part of the Wildlife Branch



Unit’s on water search and rescue operation go to 



http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/deepwaterhorizon.



Learn more about NOAA’s response to the BP oil spill



at http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/deepwaterhorizon.



To learn more about NOAA, visit http://www.noaa.gov.



Sea turtles may experience oiling impacts on nesting

beaches when they come ashore to lay their eggs,

and their eggs may be exposed during incubation

potentially resulting in increased egg mortality and/or

possibly developmental defects in hatchlings.



June 14, 2010
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Barbara Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>



Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 2:03 PM



To: Monica Allen



Cc: Alexis.Gutierrez; Helen Golde



Subject: Re: updating turtle stranding fact sheet



I had not seen this fact sheet before or maybe just not seen it like this formatted.  Anyway, I see at least something else



that needs editing -- Monica do you have the  word text as that would simplify editing, thanks.



Barbara Schroeder



National Sea Turtle Coordinator



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



email:  barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov



Phone:  301-713-2322



To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is our only legitimate hope.        Wendell Berry



Monica Allen wrote:



> Hi Barbara and Alexis,



> I'd like to update the stranding fact sheet so that we can provide it



> to the journalists taking part on the media event Tuesday at Univ. of



> Florida.



>



> There are two sentences that I believe we should take out (pasted



> below). Can you take a look at my suggestion and let me know if this



> suggested change is accurate and also see if there are any other



> updates that are needed to this fact sheet, which I've attached.



>



> Thank you,



> Monica



>



>



> The sentences are: While the complete results can take several weeks



> because of the time needed to analyze samples, none of the turtle



> necropsies performed to date have shown evidence of oil, externally or



> internally. Some of the more recent stranded turtles that have not yet



> been necropsied have had visible external evidence of oil. More



> necropsies of dead sea turtles are planned.



>



> Change to: The complete results can take several weeks because of the



> time needed to analyze samples.



>
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> I'm suggesting this because I believe Brian Stacy has done necropsies



> of some of the turtles that were externally oiled even though the



> lion's share are of those that were not reported to be externally oiled.



>



> thank you,



> Monica



>
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Monica Allen <Monica.Allen@noaa.gov>



Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 2:19 PM



To: Barbara Schroeder



Cc: Alexis.Gutierrez; Helen Golde



Subject: Re: updating turtle stranding fact sheet



Attachments: sea turtle strandings fact sheet.6.11.10-1.docx



Hi Barbara,



Here is the word document for the fact sheet. Thanks for making changes in track changes and we'll get this updated.



Monica



Barbara Schroeder wrote:



> I had not seen this fact sheet before or maybe just not seen it like



> this formatted.  Anyway, I see at least something else that needs



> editing -- Monica do you have the  word text as that would simplify



> editing, thanks.



>



> Barbara Schroeder



> National Sea Turtle Coordinator



> National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



>



> email:  barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov



> Phone:  301-713-2322



>



> To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is



> our only legitimate hope.      Wendell Berry



>



>



>



>



>



>



> Monica Allen wrote:



>> Hi Barbara and Alexis,



>> I'd like to update the stranding fact sheet so that we can provide it



>> to the journalists taking part on the media event Tuesday at Univ. of



>> Florida.



>>



>> There are two sentences that I believe we should take out (pasted



>> below). Can you take a look at my suggestion and let me know if this



>> suggested change is accurate and also see if there are any other



>> updates that are needed to this fact sheet, which I've attached.



>>



>> Thank you,



>> Monica



>>



>>



>> The sentences are: While the complete results can take several weeks
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>> because of the time needed to analyze samples, none of the turtle



>> necropsies performed to date have shown evidence of oil, externally



>> or internally. Some of the more recent stranded turtles that have not



>> yet been necropsied have had visible external evidence of oil. More



>> necropsies of dead sea turtles are planned.



>>



>> Change to: The complete results can take several weeks because of the



>> time needed to analyze samples.



>>



>> I'm suggesting this because I believe Brian Stacy has done necropsies



>> of some of the turtles that were externally oiled even though the



>> lion's share are of those that were not reported to be externally oiled.



>>



>> thank you,



>> Monica



>>



--


Monica Allen



NOAA Communications & External Affairs



National Marine Fisheries Service



U.S. Department of Commerce



1315 East West Highway



Room 14502



Silver Spring, Md. 20910



Tel.: (301) 713-2370



Fax: (301) 713-1452



Cell: (202) 379-6693



E-mail monica.allen@noaa.gov



Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/noaa.lubchenco
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June 10, 2010



Sea Turtle Strandings and the Deepwater Oil Spill



Sea turtle stranding responders, working under the guidance of the Wildlife Branch Unit of the Unified

Command, which includes several NOAA experts, are responding to sea turtle strandings of

predominantly dead animals and are rescuing some heavily oiled sea turtles from the spill area.



All the living turtles captured in the on water operation are cleaned of oil and are being rehabilitated at the

Audubon Nature Institute outside New Orleans.



NOAA experts are examining turtles that have stranded in the area affected by the oil spill to determine, if

possible, whether their deaths can be linked to oil, or another cause. While the complete results can take

several weeks because of the time needed to analyze samples, none of the necropsied turtles have

shown evidence of oil, externally or internally. Some of the more recent stranded turtles that have not yet

been necropsied have had visible external evidence of oil. We do believe that this spill will significantly

affect sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico. Flyovers as well as the on-water operation have shown sea turtles

swimming in or near the oil spill.



General impacts of oil on sea turtles



Sea turtles may be exposed to chemicals in oil or chemicals in products such as dispersants in two ways:

internally (by eating or swallowing oil, consuming prey containing oil-based chemicals, or inhaling of

volatile oil-related compounds) and externally (swimming in oil or dispersants). Several aspects of sea

turtle behavior put them at risk, including the importance to turtles of surface convergence areas, highly

productive areas where ocean currents converge and where oil has been found. These areas provide

feeding and sheltering habitat to sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico.



Sea turtles are air breathers and all must come to the surface frequently to take a breath of air. In a large

oil spill, these animals may be exposed to volatile chemicals during inhalation.



Additionally, sea turtles may experience oiling impacts on nesting beaches when they come ashore to lay

their eggs, and their eggs may be exposed during incubation, potentially resulting in increased egg

mortality and/or possibly developmental defects in hatchlings. Hatchlings emerging from their nests may

encounter oil on the beach and in the water as they begin their lives at sea.



External Effects: Oil and other chemicals on skin and body may result in skin and eye irritation, burns to

mucous membranes of eyes and mouth, and increased susceptibility to infection.



Internal Effects: Inhalation of volatile organics from oil or dispersants may result in respiratory irritation,

tissue injury, and pneumonia. Ingestion of oil or dispersants may result in gastrointestinal inflammation,

ulcers, bleeding, diarrhea, and maldigestion. Absorption of inhaled and ingested chemicals may damage

organs such as the liver or kidney, result in anemia and immune suppression, or lead to reproductive

failure or death.
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Reasons for sea turtle strandings



There are thousands of sea turtle strandings every year along the Gulf of Mexico and U.S. east coast.

NOAA is working to understand why sea turtles are stranding in the area of interest. In previous years,

this same area has experienced increased strandings during this time of year. The stranding numbers we

are seeing currently in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama are higher than normal, however. This may be

due in part to increased detection and reporting, but this does not fully account for the increase.



Primary human causes for sea turtle deaths in the Gulf of Mexico include fishing bycatch and vessel

strikes. Bycatch in shrimp trawls is recognized a leading source of sea turtle mortality if Turtle Excluder

Devices (TEDs) are not properly used. Other types of fishing gear that incidentally catch and can kill sea

turtles include longline gear and nets.



There are five sea turtle species in the Gulf of Mexico. Kemp’s Ridley, leatherback, hawksbill, and green

sea turtles are listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act; loggerhead sea turtles are listed

as threatened.



Rehabilitation of oiled sea turtles



Through the Wildlife Branch, Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Unit of the Unified Command, NOAA has

implemented region-wide protocols for caring for turtles in distress and established four rehabilitation/de-
oiling centers: one in Louisiana, one in Mississippi, and two in Florida. Additional facilities are on standby

if needed. NOAA is working closely with US Fish and Wildlife Service, through the Unified Command, on

addressing issues of concern on sea turtle nesting beaches in the Gulf of Mexico as well. Wildlife teams

on the water have been instructed to bring any turtles in distress back to shore for transport to the

rehabilitation facilities.



To get the latest numbers of strandings and animals that have been captured as part of the



Wildlife Branch Unit’s on water search and rescue operation go to



http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/deepwaterhorizon. Learn more about NOAA’s response to



the BP oil spill at http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/deepwaterhorizon. To learn more about



NOAA, visit http://www.noaa.gov.



Science, Service, Stewardship



2010-00519


Document ID: 0.7.27.30608.1



http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/deepwaterhorizon

http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/deepwaterhorizon

http://www.noaa.gov





1



Microsoft Outlook



From: Barbara Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>



Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 2:39 PM



To: Monica Allen



Cc: Alexis.Gutierrez; Helen Golde; Brian Stacy



Subject: Re: updating turtle stranding fact sheet



Attachments: sea turtle strandings fact sheet.6.11.10-1bas comments.docx



Hi Monica,



Here are my comments/edits in track changes.



Barbara



Barbara Schroeder



National Sea Turtle Coordinator



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



email:  barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov



Phone:  301-713-2322



To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is our only legitimate hope.        Wendell Berry



Monica Allen wrote:



> Hi Barbara,



> Here is the word document for the fact sheet. Thanks for making



> changes in track changes and we'll get this updated.



> Monica



>



> Barbara Schroeder wrote:



>> I had not seen this fact sheet before or maybe just not seen it like



>> this formatted.  Anyway, I see at least something else that needs



>> editing -- Monica do you have the  word text as that would simplify



>> editing, thanks.



>>



>> Barbara Schroeder



>> National Sea Turtle Coordinator



>> National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



>>



>> email:  barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov



>> Phone:  301-713-2322



>>



>> To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is



>> our only legitimate hope.        Wendell Berry



>>



>>
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>>



>>



>>



>>



>> Monica Allen wrote:



>>> Hi Barbara and Alexis,



>>> I'd like to update the stranding fact sheet so that we can provide



>>> it to the journalists taking part on the media event Tuesday at



>>> Univ. of Florida.



>>>



>>> There are two sentences that I believe we should take out (pasted



>>> below). Can you take a look at my suggestion and let me know if this



>>> suggested change is accurate and also see if there are any other



>>> updates that are needed to this fact sheet, which I've attached.



>>>



>>> Thank you,



>>> Monica



>>>



>>>



>>> The sentences are: While the complete results can take several weeks



>>> because of the time needed to analyze samples, none of the turtle



>>> necropsies performed to date have shown evidence of oil, externally



>>> or internally. Some of the more recent stranded turtles that have



>>> not yet been necropsied have had visible external evidence of oil.



>>> More necropsies of dead sea turtles are planned.



>>>



>>> Change to: The complete results can take several weeks because of



>>> the time needed to analyze samples.



>>>



>>> I'm suggesting this because I believe Brian Stacy has done



>>> necropsies of some of the turtles that were externally oiled even



>>> though the lion's share are of those that were not reported to be



>>> externally oiled.



>>>



>>> thank you,



>>> Monica



>>>



>
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, Service, Stewardship

June 10, 2010



Sea Turtle Strandings and the Deepwater Oil Spill



Sea turtle stranding responders, working under the guidance of the Wildlife Branch Unit of the Unified

Command, which includes several NOAA experts, are responding to dead and live sea turtle strandings

and offshore teams are searching for and rescuing oiled sea turtles from the spill area.



All the live oiled turtles are cleaned of oil and are being treated and cared for at one of four primarily de-
oiling centers across the northern Gulf of Mexico or at secondary rehabilitation facilities once they are

stabilized.



NOAA experts are examining turtles that have stranded in the area affected by the oil spill to determine, if

possible, whether their deaths can be linked to oil, or another cause. All of the turtles are being sampled

externally for oil and tissue samples are being taken during necropsy when the condition of the carcass is

sufficiently fresh.  The majority of the turtles recovered as strandings have not had external oil.  In

contrast, the vast majority of turtles captured offshore during directed surveys are externally oiled.  Aerial

surveys have documented sea turtles swimming in oiled areas and in unoiled areas. We do believe that

this spill will significantly affect sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico.



General impacts of oil on sea turtles



Sea turtles may be exposed to chemicals in oil or chemicals in products such as dispersants in two ways:

internally (by eating or swallowing oil, consuming prey containing oil-based chemicals, or inhaling of

volatile oil-related compounds) and externally (swimming in oil or dispersants). Several aspects of sea

turtle behavior put them at risk, including the importance to turtles of surface convergence areas, highly

productive areas where ocean currents converge and where oil has been found. These areas provide

feeding and sheltering habitat to sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico, especially the young, early life stage

animals.



Sea turtles are air breathers and all must come to the surface frequently tobreathe. In an oil spill, they

may be exposed to volatile chemicals at the surface during inhalation.



Additionally, sea turtles may experience oiling impacts on nesting beaches when they come ashore to lay

their eggs, and their eggs may be exposed during incubation, potentially resulting in increased egg

mortality and/or possibly developmental defects in hatchlings. Hatchlings emerging from their nests may

encounter oil on the beach and in the water as they begin their lives at sea.



External Effects: Oil and other chemicals on skin and body may result in skin and eye irritation, burns to

mucous membranes of eyes and mouth, and increased susceptibility to infection.



Internal Effects: Inhalation of volatile organics from oil or dispersants may result in respiratory irritation,

tissue injury, and pneumonia. Ingestion of oil or dispersants may result in gastrointestinal inflammation,

ulcers, bleeding, diarrhea, and maldigestion. Absorption of inhaled and ingested chemicals may damage
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organs such as the liver or kidney, result in anemia and immune suppression, or lead to reproductive

failure or death.



Reasons for sea turtle strandings



There are thousands of sea turtle strandings every year along the Gulf of Mexico and U.S. east coast.

NOAA is working to understand why sea turtles are stranding in the area of interest. In previous years,

this same area has experienced increased strandings during this time of year. The stranding numbers we

are seeing currently in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama are much higher than normal, however. This

may be due in part to increased detection and reporting, but this does not fully account for the increase.



The primary human cause for sea turtle deaths in the Gulf of Mexico is bycatch in fishing gear.  Bycatch

in shrimp trawls is recognized a leading source of sea turtle mortality if Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs)

are not properly used or not required. The other primary types of fishing gear that incidentally catch and

can kill sea turtles include longline gear and gillnets. Vessel strikes also cause mortality of sea turtles,

especially where turtle abundance and vessel activity are high, such as areas near ports, marinas, and

navigation channels.



There are five sea turtle species in the Gulf of Mexico: Kemp’s ridley, leatherback, hawksbill, and green

sea turtles are listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act; loggerhead sea turtles are listed

as threatened but are currently proposed for endangered listing in the western North Atlantic, which

includes the Gulf of Mexico.



Rehabilitation of oiled sea turtles



The Wildlife Branch, Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Unit of the Unified Command, has implemented

region-wide protocols for caring for turtles in distress and established four rehabilitation/de-oiling centers:

one in Louisiana, one in Mississippi, and two in Florida. Additional facilities are on standby if needed.

NOAA is working closely with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, through the Unified Command, on

addressing issues of concern on sea turtle nesting beaches in the Gulf of Mexico as well. Wildlife teams

on the water have been instructed to bring any turtles in distress back to shore for transport to the

rehabilitation facilities.



To get the latest numbers of sea turtle strandings and captures as part of the Wildlife Branch



Unit’s on water search and rescue operation go to



http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/deepwaterhorizon. Learn more about NOAA’s response to



the BP oil spill at http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/deepwaterhorizon. To learn more about



NOAA, visit http://www.noaa.gov.

Science, Service, Stewardship
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Monica Allen <Monica.Allen@noaa.gov>



Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 3:23 PM



To: Barbara Schroeder



Cc: Alexis.Gutierrez; Helen Golde; Brian Stacy



Subject: Re: updating turtle stranding fact sheet



Barbara,



Excellent. Thank you for the updates. I'll send you the final and we'll replace the existing fact sheets and submit to the



JIC as well.



All the best,



Monica



Barbara Schroeder wrote:



> Hi Monica,



> Here are my comments/edits in track changes.



> Barbara



>



> Barbara Schroeder



> National Sea Turtle Coordinator



> National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



>



> email:  barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov



> Phone:  301-713-2322



>



> To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is



> our only legitimate hope.        Wendell Berry



>



>



>



>



>



>



> Monica Allen wrote:



>> Hi Barbara,



>> Here is the word document for the fact sheet. Thanks for making



>> changes in track changes and we'll get this updated.



>> Monica



>>



>> Barbara Schroeder wrote:



>>> I had not seen this fact sheet before or maybe just not seen it like



>>> this formatted.  Anyway, I see at least something else that needs



>>> editing -- Monica do you have the  word text as that would simplify



>>> editing, thanks.



>>>



>>> Barbara Schroeder



>>> National Sea Turtle Coordinator



>>> National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



>>>
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>>> email:  barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov



>>> Phone:  301-713-2322



>>>



>>> To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is



>>> our only legitimate hope.        Wendell Berry



>>>



>>>



>>>



>>>



>>>



>>>



>>> Monica Allen wrote:



>>>> Hi Barbara and Alexis,



>>>> I'd like to update the stranding fact sheet so that we can provide



>>>> it to the journalists taking part on the media event Tuesday at



>>>> Univ. of Florida.



>>>>



>>>> There are two sentences that I believe we should take out (pasted



>>>> below). Can you take a look at my suggestion and let me know if



>>>> this suggested change is accurate and also see if there are any



>>>> other updates that are needed to this fact sheet, which I've attached.



>>>>



>>>> Thank you,



>>>> Monica



>>>>



>>>>



>>>> The sentences are: While the complete results can take several



>>>> weeks because of the time needed to analyze samples, none of the



>>>> turtle necropsies performed to date have shown evidence of oil,



>>>> externally or internally. Some of the more recent stranded turtles



>>>> that have not yet been necropsied have had visible external



>>>> evidence of oil. More necropsies of dead sea turtles are planned.



>>>>



>>>> Change to: The complete results can take several weeks because of



>>>> the time needed to analyze samples.



>>>>



>>>> I'm suggesting this because I believe Brian Stacy has done



>>>> necropsies of some of the turtles that were externally oiled even



>>>> though the lion's share are of those that were not reported to be



>>>> externally oiled.



>>>>



>>>> thank you,



>>>> Monica



>>>>



>>



--


Monica Allen



NOAA Communications & External Affairs



National Marine Fisheries Service



U.S. Department of Commerce



1315 East West Highway
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Room 14502



Silver Spring, Md. 20910



Tel.: (301) 713-2370



Fax: (301) 713-1452



Cell: (202) 379-6693



E-mail monica.allen@noaa.gov



Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/noaa.lubchenco
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Received(Date): Wed, 02 Jun 2010 18:19:08 -0400

From: "Jen.Pizza" <Jen.Pizza@noaa.gov>

Subject: DWH ACTIONS and UPDATES 6.2.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

2010_0602_Seafood Safety Daily Report.docx

MMST Health and Stranding Update 06-01-10 FINAL-1.doc

NOAA_Science_Summit 2 pager Final.doc

NRDA Activities_06_02.doc



RESPONSE



OPERATIONS -



NIC/ICC/NRT



NO REPORT



SCIENCE ATTACHED SCIENCE SUMMIT PRESENTATION



LMR Fisheries Closures



    * There was a modification to the closed area today, June 02, 2010



(map of closed area attached along with a map of today's closure with



the June 1st closure)



          o The new closure measures 88,522 sq mi, about 37% of the



GOM EEZ, compared to the June 1 closure comprising 75,920 sq mi,



about 31% of the GOM EEZ.



          o The modification extended the northernmost closure boundary



eastward along the federal-state water line to just east of East Bay in



the Florida panhandle to capture oil outlined in the 72-hour trajectory



and reported to us by the state of Florida; extended the southeastern



closure boundary to the federal-state water line at the Dry Tortugas,



then southward along 83˚ west longitude (line demarcating jurisdictions



of the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic Fishery Management



Councils) and westward along the southern boundary of the U.S. EEZ



to encompass a portion of noncontiguous sheen moving toward the



Keys; slightly extended the south-central boundary to incorporate a



small area outside the current boundary which data indicate was



impacted by the slick; and slightly retracted the western closure



boundary to open a small area inside the current boundary which was



closed based on trajectory data but was not impacted by the oil.



    * Mississippi has closed portions of territorial marine waters to all



commercial and recreational fishing, including all species of finfish,



crabs, shrimp and oysters.  The closed area includes those territorial



marine waters of the State of Mississippi lying east of 88 degrees 40



minutes west longitude and south of the CSX Railroad, excluding



GravelineBayou and its tributaries.  This precautionary closure is a



result of the presence of oil in this general area and the potential



impacts of the oil on Mississippi’s coastal marine resources.



    *The state health officer closed all Alabama oyster beds at 3p.m.



CDT, June 01, 2010. This closure was precautionary due to presence of



oil in Alabama waters. In addition, the Alabama Department of



Conservation and Natural Resources closed all Gulf waters, including



Pelican Bay, west of longitude 88 degrees 4.5 minutes to all
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commercial and recreational fishing. This closes Alabama Gulf waters



to fishing from the east end of Dauphin Island to the Mississippi state



line.
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LMR (2)  * Governor Christ from the State of Florida wrote Secretary Locke



requesting the Secretary make a determination for a commercial fishery



failure under the Magnuson Stevens Act (letter attached).



Seafood Inspection



    * Summary & Status of samples: 416 field samples processed and



shipped to NWFSC for PAH analysis, 118 field samples provided to



SIP for sensory analysis, 640 field samples received from 18 vessel



trips, 224 field samples to be processed.



    * Processing baseline trawl samples provided by Dauphin Island Sea



Lab collected 5/3/10.



    * Working with SEFSC biologists to identify species collected in



baseline trawl samples during Simple Man Cruise (a few weeks) ago.



    * No new field samples coming in today.



    * Complete report attached



Marine Mammal and Turtle Health and Stranding



    * Increase of 10 turtle strandings (all in MS)



    * Increase of 14 live turtles captured during directed turtle search



efforts



    * Increase of 1 dead turtle captured during directed turtle search



efforts



    * It is becoming increasingly apparent, based on our on-water



observations and enhanced understanding of cleanup operations (i.e.,



skimmer vessels and surface burns) that sea turtles are being



significantly impacted including substantial takes. For example, the



material that is being targeted by at least some of the in situ burn



operations is the same surface material (rafts of Sargassum, oil,



weathered oil, and mousse) that we are searching and recovering live,



oiled turtles in.



    * Increase of 1 previously stranded dolphin fully necropsied; no



visible external or internal oil was observed
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LMR (3)  o The on –water directed survey for turtles under Unified Command



continued on June 1st.  Ten turtles (8 Kemp’s ridleys, 1 loggerhead, 1



hawksbill) were captured working approximately 40 miles offshore. 



All turtles were pelagic stage juveniles, alive and very oiled, their



behavior was abnormal, but they were still responsive.  All were



initially cleaned on the support vessel and received initial veterinary



care.  They were transported to Audubon Aquarium and are undergoing



further care.



          o A Louisiana DWF enforcement vessel went offshore Grand



Isle to look for turtles and collected 4 live and 1 dead Kemp’s ridley,



all oiled.  This operation was not coordinated through Unified



Command and we are working to resolve communication and



coordination issues as well as de-oiling facility logistics and staffing.  It



is unclear whether LDWF intends to continue, enhance, or decrease this



effort in the coming days.



          o Skimmer vessels, especially a few newly added vessel



specifically deployed to suck up oiled Sargassum mats, are of



significant concern as far as clean up operations go. An SEC staff



member observed a prototype barge skimmer off the AL/MS coast on



June 1st and is providing a report.  We continue to work to deploy



observers and navigate the BP contracting path for these observers. 



The Houma and Mobile ICCs are working together to identify the best



use of observers.



    * The complete health and stranding report and the dolphin and turtle



standing map are attached.
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NRDA Human Use: Boat ramp counts continue at several locations in LA and



on northern coast of FL. Shoreline use counts and intercept surveys in



MS are also ongoing. Overflight for beach counts continue between



LA/MS border and Appalachicola, FL



Shoreline: 3 field teams are doing pre-assessment work out of Venice



and Leeville, LA.  Several sample data intake teams are operating out



of Venice and Port Fourchon and are servicing NRDA teams in an “on-


call” mobile capacity. 



Water Column: Sampling activities are ongoing aboard 3 vessels and a



4th is in port.



· The Brooks McCall took samples 1.5 km SSW of the source and is



now proceeding to sample 5.5 km out in the same direction. Early



results show that the plume is being constrained in places by the



benthic topography of MS Canyon in the sample area.



· NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter is investigating a vertical plume that is a



suspected methane seep 5nm from the source.



· The Bunny Bordelon is 5 nm northwest of the source sampling and



conducting acoustic transects.



· NOAA Ship Thomas Jefferson is in Port Fourchon. Her anticipated



departure is Wednesday the second at 17:00 hours.



SAV: SAV field teams departed today for field survey and sample



collection today, Wednesday (06/02) and will continue Thursday



(06/03). 



Chemistry/Sampling: Correction to 06-01-10 report:  There are four



laboratories processing water, tissue and sediment samples for the



NRDA.  Columbia Analytical was added as a fourth lab this week
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ASSETS AND



PLATFORMS



NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter



· Working daytime and nighttime acoustic transects and water sampling



within a 5 nm perimeter of well head.



· Water consumption rate is on track for scheduled endurance until 04



June.



NOAA Ship Thomas Jefferson



· Alongside New Orleans staging for DWH “Western Sentry” Project.



· Departure delayed until Wednesday, June 2 to spool on CTD wire and



install the Moving Vessel Profiler (MVP) on Tuesday.



R/V Beau Rivage



· West of the Mississippi River in LA waters and working East. They



are trawling in non-oiled areas to collect baseline samples for the



National Seafood Inspection Laboratory. ETA Pascagoula is Friday.



R/V Jack Fitz (a CSA International vessel)



· Yesterday was conducting ROV operations 2 1/2 km to NNE of



discharge point



· Today – Alongside in Port Fouchon



· Visually observed oil droplets in water column at 3300 ft at location



2km SSW of well head. Mounted collection grid on ROV to sample



accumulation of oil droplets.



R/V Walton Smith (UNOLS/RSMAS)



· Deep water sampling and deploying underwater camera.



· Tracking subsurface oil plume feature they are describing as



extending 8-9 nm WSW of the well head at a depth of 1100-1300m.



ASSETS AND



PLATFORMS (2)



R/V Brooks McCall (Carrying an NCCOS scientist)



· 3-4 CTDs/day to define the outer edge of plume boundaries.



R/V Ocean Veritas (BP Contract vessel)



· In port following a CTD malfunction



R/V Pelican



· No Report



Gliders



· 6 IOOS community gliders on active missions and transmitting data



OPERATIONAL 
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REGIONAL (1) The NOAA Regional team collaborated with Sea Grant to hold Town



Hall meetings in Slidell, LA, (June 1) Biloxi, MS (June 2, and Mobile,



AL (June 2). The Slidell and Biloxi meetings were well attended by the



public; Town Halls in Mobile on June 2 and 3 will be summarized in a



later report. The public continues to be concerned by a perceived lack



of coordinated federal effort, particularly regarding communication. In



general, the public does not parse out what part of government is



responsible for what, rather there is a perception that the "federal



government" is failing to respond quickly and in sufficient magnitude



for the level of the disaster. The public expressed a great deal of



anxiety and concern regarding both short- and long-term impacts.



On Tuesday, June 1, 2010, NOAA staff from the Regional effort



attended a meeting in New Orleans held by Deepwater Horizon



National Incident Commander, Adm. Thad Allen to evaluate the state



of Louisiana's proposal to construct sand berms along the barrier



islands of the coast.  The objective of the meeting was to establish 1)



the technical feasibility of the intervention, 2) whether the project is a



bona fide element of spill response and recovery, 3) a recommended



course of action for the remaining segments approved by the Corps of



Engineers, and 4) the applicability of these decisions on other potential



berm projects in areas threatened by the spill.
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REGIONAL (2) Dr. Larry Robinson represented NOAA on the discussion panel and



reiterated NOAA's role as providing science-based recommendations



about the project and NOAA's trust resources stewardship



responsibilities. Dr. Robinson was briefed by Miles Croom, Rick



Hartman, Rachel Sweeney, and Charlie Henry on NOAA's activities to



date relating to the state's proposal to intercept oil and the potential



consequences of berm construction on NOAA trust resources.  In our



briefing for Dr. Robinson, we highlighted the uncertainties that must be



weighed in determining whether the berm would provide additional



protection to sensitive habitats such as marshes, seagrasses, and oyster



beds; protected resources including Gulf sturgeon and sea turtles, and



fishery resources and the food web upon which they depend.  There



was a great deal of dissatisfaction and frustration expressed by the state



of Louisiana (Gov. Jindal spoke), the parishes (four parish presidents



spoke) and the city of New Orleans (Mayor Landrieu spoke).



Further in support of the Science Box, a Gulf team was assembled to



assist response efforts in addressing subsurface oil. It is critical to



understand the nature, fate, and transport of water column oil resulting



from the MC252 release. Approximately 3 weeks of monitoring data



are available from sampling within 10 KM of the release locations.



These data can provide critical insights into this problem.



The data include: Physical oceanographic measurements / Oil particle



sizes / Fluorometry measurements



Chemical analysis of water samples



To achieve this goal the team has three initial tasks:



1. Integrate the data spatially and temporally to allow their



visualization and analysis



2. Analyze the data to describe the distribution of oil and the



oceanographic processes affecting its transport



3. Write a short report that includes visualization and analysis.



LEGISLATIVE /



INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS



NO REPORT



COMMS / PUBLIC



AFFAIRS



Dr. Jane on NewsHour tonight from New Orleans
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EXTERNAL



ENGAGEMENT



 Attended meeting organized by the Louisiana Seafood Marketing &



Promotion Board with EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson.  Questions on:



dispersants and air/water quality monitoring.  Winer addressed



questions about future efforts to re-establish the Louisiana seafood



brand, and provided an overview of NOAA's incident responsibilities. 



Dr. Lisa Desfosse, Director of the NMFS Mississippi Laboratories,



discussed seafood safety issues and testing protocols.  Approximately



25 members of the Louisiana commercial fishing industry attended.



** Attended meeting with 15 restaurant owners and chefs from New



Orleans focused on impact of the oil spill on their ability to obtain local



seafood and longrange expected economic impact from the spill.  



Meeting set for later today in Terrabone Parish.



** Follow up with Sharon Gauthe, BISCO Director, who is holding a



Community Listening Session on Thursday evening in Grand Isle, LA. 



Confirmed coordination with the Mayor, Chief of Police office/staff,



Secretary of Wildlife and Fisheries, Robert Barham. Buck Sutter to 



attend on behalf of NOAA to discuss fishery closures.



·         Follow up with the Louisiana Bucket Brigade - Shannon



Dosemagen to provide access to the Sea Grant Google Calendar for



tracking future events.



·         Attended CEQ WH 6/2 telecon and will confirm a NOAA



representative for the weekly NGO call.



·         Followed up with Fr. Sinclair Oubre, J.C.L. from Port Arthur,



TX who is requesting a NOAA representative to participate in a Press



Conference being held on Friday, June 4. Goal:  inform press and



reassure Texas citizens that Texas shrimp are safe to eat.



·         Received  good feedback on the St. Tammany Community



Forum held in Slidell, LA yesterday evening (6/1/10). There is an



article in the Times-Picayune: http://www.nola.com/news/gulf-oil-


spill/index.ssf/2010/06/slidell_residents_jam_meeting.html



·       



EXTERNAL



ENGAGEMENT (2)



 Have received 9 new emails with complaints from constituents re the



oil spill.



·         Modification to Fisheries closure sent to stakeholders.



·         Contacted 5 stakeholders -- 2 recreational and 3 commercial



fisheries representatives from Florida to be T'd up for any press calls or



comments regarding the anticipated fishing disaster declaration in



Florida, Rob Kramer, International Game Fish Assoc, Bob Zales,



National Association of Charterboat Operators, Bobby Spaeth,



Southern Offshore Fishermen's Association, Bob Jones, Southeastern



Fishermen's Association.



·         Contacted Harlon Pearce, Louisiana Seafood Promotion and



Marketing Board, to set up a meeting with him and Jim Turner



(NOAA/IA) next week while Harlon is in town for the NOAA Fish



Fry.
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DATA INFORMATION · CIO, OR&R and Communications continue working on the rollout of



geoplatform.gov with target rollout week of June 7.  Draft press release



is in internal NOAA review. Next step is partner review.



· Received DOC GC clearance to go public with geoplatform.gov



based on review of existing agreements.



· Installation of additional hardware for the public web site is



proceeding on schedule.



· Geoplatform.gov design compliance issues being addressed on



schedule.



· NOAA's Computer Incident Response Team is evaluating ERMA



software for security vulnerabilities.



· CIO and NOS discussing geoplatform.gov with OMB IT/geospatial



leadership at White House Conf Ctr 3 PM Friday June 4.



IA/ INTERNATIONAL



AFFAIRS



1. Tasker #179: International Affairs is working with the State



Department to provide a briefing to Mexico similar to those given to



Cuba and Bahamas.  If the briefing is arranged, the plan is to have it



coincide with Dr. Alvarez' visit to Washington.  Given the state of flux



of Dr. Lubchenco's schedule and the dynamic nature of the Gulf



situation, International does not feel it is practical to attempt to put



something on her calendar 2+ weeks in advance.  Rather, International



will revisit the request closer to the date of Dr. Alvarez' visit and in



parallel coordinate the proposed briefing with his visit in the event Dr.



Lubchenco and others are not available.



2.  The non-paper and briefing given to the Cubans will also be given



to the Bahamas at the video conference Thursday.  Allison Reed and



Jim Turner will be at the State Department to participate.



3.   As another spin-off from the May 17th exports meeting, the



USDA/Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) representative will have



access to a portal to all FAS Posts to provide Gulf seafood safety



updates for exports.



4.   In coordination with Mark Miller of the NIC, OIA attended a



discussion with modelers on the loop current, and the potential for



reformation of the current to impact waters outside US EEZ.  At this



time, OIA is not recommending a change in talking points to the



international community on the likelihood of impact outside US EEZ,



but will continue to monitor the situation.



5.   International will begin discussions with State on a quick response



procedure to react quickly to sudden changes in conditions.



LEGAL / GC NO REPORT



POLICY / BUDGET NO REPORT
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Seafood Safety Daily Report



Reported from Seafood inspection Program, National Seafood Inspection Laboratory and Northwest



Fishery Science Center



Wednesday, June 2, 2010



Seafood Inspection Program (SIP):



 SIP sensory experts began the first of the State sensory training sessions today in Pascagoula,



MS on Tuesday.  This first class has 20 participants from MS, AL, and TX.  Two other sessions are



planned for next week again in Pascagoula.



 Steven Wilson is revising the surveillance protocol for final review by the seafood safety team



and NMFS management.



Northwest Fishery Science Center (NWFSC):



 Analysis of seafood samples including finfish, shrimp and oysters for PAH contamination is



continuing.



 NWFSC staff are adding sensory data to the seafood safety information for the internal website



National Seafood Inspection Laboratory



 Summary & Status of samples: 416 field samples processed and shipped to NWFSC for PAH



analysis, 118 field samples provided to SIP for sensory analysis, 640 field samples received from



18 vessel trips, 224 field samples to be processed.



 Processing baseline trawl samples provided by Dauphin Island Sea Lab collected 5/3/10.



 Working with SEFSC biologists to identify species collected in baseline trawl samples during



Simple Man Cruise (a few weeks) ago.



 No new field samples coming in today.



 Hosting SIP Sensory Analysts and FDA representatives.



 Hosting state personnel for SIP sensory training started today.



 Working out logistical problems with SEFSC on obtaining GIS mappings of sampling locations vs.



cruise tracks in order to facilitate combining seafood species samples from nearby sites into



amounts needed to perform sensory analysis on.
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Update through 1 June 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period:



 Increase of 10 turtle strandings (all in MS)



 Decrease of 1 turtle stranding in FL, removal of duplicate record



 Increase of 14 live turtles captured during directed turtle search efforts



 Increase of 1 dead turtle captured during directed turtle search efforts



 It is becoming increasingly apparent, based on our on-water observations and enhanced



understanding of cleanup operations (i.e., skimmer vessels and surface burns) that sea



turtles are being significantly impacted including substantial takes. For example, the



material that is being targeted by at least some of the in situ burn operations is the same



surface material (rafts of Sargassum, oil, weathered oil, and mousse) that we are



searching and recovering live, oiled turtles in.



 Increase of 1 previously stranded dolphin fully necropsied; no visible external or internal



oil was observed



Sea Turtles: 

277 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 24 from 1800



June 1)



 252 stranded (increase of 9 from 1800 June 1)



o 232 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 4 from 1800 June 1)



o 20 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 5from 1800 June 1)



 3 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from 1800 June 1)



 1 turtle released alive (no change from 1800 June 1)



 16 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 5 from 1800 June 1)



 25 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 15from 1800 June



1)



o 24 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 14 from 1800 June 1)



o 1 turtle collected dead (increase of 1 from 1800 June 1)



* For this event, a true stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or debilitated or is



found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys. Turtles observed



and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 232 dead stranded, 1 dead directed capture, and 3 that died



in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from 1800 June 1)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from 1800 June 1)



 50 full necropsies performed (no change from 1800 June 1)



 44 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from 1800 June 1)



 118 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 4 from 1800



June 1)
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Deepwater Horizon MC252



 Of the 67 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for the



cause of these strandings are forced submergence or acute toxicosis. 



Information on Signs of Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 1 dead stranded sea



turtle, and 2 live stranded sea turtles caught in skimming operations.



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 24 live sea turtles and



one dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from April 30
th 


through 1800 June



1
st 


is 252. 



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama during this time frame (combined



range of 4-30 for LA, MS, and AL)



o Overall Northern Gulf range for recent years has been 18-46.



o From 2005 – 2009 the number of turtle strandings for the month of May has



ranged from 1 to 15 in Louisiana



o From 2005 – 2009 0 to 13 in Mississippi



o From 2005 – 2009 1 to 15 in Alabama.



o In the Florida panhandle, from 2003 – 2007, the number of strandings in May has



ranged from 13 to 37



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals:



 29 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no change from



1800 June 1).



o All 29 were dead stranded dolphins (no change from 1800 June 1)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status:



 12 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from 1800 June 1)
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 7 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from



1800 June 1)



 4 full necropsies performed (increase of 1 from 1800 June 1)



 6 Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or unable



to recover (no change from 1800 June 1)



 0 Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (decrease of 1 from 1800



June 1; animal necropsied on June 1)



Information on Signs of Oiling:



 One of the dolphins had evidence of external oil on its tongue and body and therefore is



classified as oiled.  Since the carcass was first reported in the water/oil line on the oiled



beach, we are unable at this time to determine whether the animal was externally covered



in oil post mortem when the carcass came on shore or was oiled prior to death.  



Historical Strandings



 Since April 30th, the stranding rate of dolphins in Louisiana is higher than the historic



numbers, but in part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and reporting and the



lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter of 2010.



 During this time frame, this is higher than the number of dolphin strandings that have



been documented in recent years (2003-2007) in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama 



and the combined range of 0-10 for LA, MS, and AL. For the entire Northern Gulf of



Mexico, the combined range is 0-14 for the years 2003 to 2007 in LA, MS, AL, FL



(Panhandle). The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in the



month of May (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-4 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-3 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-3 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 The on –water directed survey for turtles under Unified Command continued on June 1
st
. 



Ten turtles (8 Kemp’s ridleys, 1 loggerhead, 1 hawksbill) were captured working



approximately 40 miles offshore.  All turtles were pelagic stage juveniles, alive and very



oiled, their behavior was abnormal, but they were still responsive.  All were initially



cleaned on the support vessel and received initial veterinary care.  They were transported



to Audubon Aquarium and are undergoing further care. 



 A Louisiana DWF enforcement vessel went offshore Grand Isle to look for turtles and



collected 4 live and 1 dead Kemp’s ridley, all oiled.  This operation was not coordinated



through Unified Command and we are working to resolve communication and



coordination issues as well as de-oiling facility logistics and staffing.  It is unclear



whether LDWF intends to continue, enhance, or decrease this effort in the coming days.



 Skimmer vessels, especially a few newly added vessel specifically deployed to suck up



oiled Sargassum mats, are of significant concern as far as clean up operations go. An



SEC staff member observed a prototype barge skimmer off the AL/MS coast on June 1
st
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and is providing a report.  We continue to work to deploy observers and navigate the BP



contracting path for these observers. The Houma and Mobile ICCs are working together



to identify the best use of observers.



 Another report was received of dolphins strand feeding near Grand Isle (a normal



behavior that is commonly confused with animals being in distress).  We have developed



an information sheet for distribution to the public and media, and are working with the



JIC to get that released.
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SCIENCE IN SUPPORT OF DEEPWATER HORIZON OIL SPILL

RESPONSE



NOAA



http://response.restoration.noaa.gov



http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/dhos/index.php



Introduction



Authorities for NOAA’s role:



 Scientific support to U.S. Coast Guard  (USCG) under the Oil Pollution Act of



1990 (OPA-90):  NOAA provides scientific support to USCG in their role as



Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) for Oil Spill Response Actions



 Seafood Safety Management under Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and



Management Act (MSRA).



 Living Marine Resource protection under MSRA, Marine Mammal Protection Act



(MMPA), and Endangered Species Act (ESA) as well as other statutes such as the



Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act. Marine Health and Stranding Response Act



 Natural Resource Damage Assessment under OPA-90:  NOAA, as a Trustee for



natural resources, works with other federal and state trustees to assess the injuries



to natural resources from the oil spill and the oil spill response actions. 



 Oceans and human health effects, including effects on ecosystem health, marine



organism health, and human health under Oceans and Human Health Act,



Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control Act.



Immediate Actions (event to 2 months)



NOAA is providing scientific support to the Response Incident Command, through the



USCG FOSC. This includes daily trajectories for fate and transport of surface oil, higher



resolution of the interaction between surface oil and the Loop Current, daily predictions



of shoreline oil impacts, on-scene assessment of shoreline oiling through overflights and



Shoreline Cleanup and Assessment Technology Technique (SCAT) models describing



likely fate and transport of oil dispersed at the well head, daily observations and



evaluations of marine mammal and turtles, estimates of oil flow rates, organization of



scientific data, and ongoing science briefs to local, state, and national groups.  NOAA



currently staffs command posts in Robert LA, Houma LA, Venice LA, Mobile AL, St.



Petersburg FL, Miami FL, and Key West FL.  NOAA also has a scientific support group



in Seattle WA and provides staff for the National Incident Command in Washington, DC. 



As of the end of May, NOAA has four aircraft, two NOAA ships, and is supporting/has



supported five contract ships involved in this incident.  Additionally, through



partnerships, NOAA is supporting several additional cruises and is working closely with



non-federal as well as federal partners in coordinating information derived from a fleet of



AUVs and gliders operating throughout the northeastern Gulf of Mexico.
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NOAA is closing federal waters to fishing based on oil trajectories, initiating training for



seafood safety assessment for oil and dispersant contamination - via both organoleptic



and chemical analyses - and collecting untainted seafood for these tests and trainings.  As



a Trustee for natural resources, NOAA is working with USFWS, NPS, DoD, LA, MS,



AL, FL, and TX to collect samples of both baseline and impacted resources.  To date,



over 2000 were collected.



A summary of past and on-going NOAA immediate response actions include:



 Scientific support to the Incident Command through the USCG FOSC;



 Collecting a broad suite of Mussel Watch and other samples for determination of



baseline environmental conditions immediately prior to coastal/shoreline



contamination by the DWH oil;



 Assessing the safety of seafood and inform appropriate closures of federal waters;



 Evaluating dispersant and oil related to seafood safety – conduct baseline



contaminant studies and include post-Katrina data;



 Calculating oil flow from the DWH site to estimate total release of oil;



 Tracking surface oil and dispersant fate and transport;



 Measuring distribution and magnitude of subsurface dispersed oil and dispersant



through acoustics, fluorescence studies, water sampling, and other technologies



with NOAA Research Vessels and partners, Participate in interagency Joint



Analysis Group (JAG);



 Measuring impact of subsea dispersed oil on hypoxia events;



 Conducting aerial surveys of protected species distribution and abundance;



 Updating state of the Loop Current hydrodynamics – aircraft deployed ocean



profilers and oceanographic cruises;



 Conducting baseline studies of natural resources (water, sediment, biota, human



use);



 Developing and conducting studies to measure injuries of trust resources (water,



sediment, biota, human use) by oil and or response actions; and,



 Initializing studies on effects of dispersants on marine organisms



Near-Term Actions



Assuming oil continues to flow from the well head through August, many of the near-


term actions will look similar to the immediate actions.  Some longer-term NOAA studies



may be developed and undertaken, such as those designed to demonstrate and quantify



oceanographic observations and modeling to predict trajectories, injury to natural



resources, continued testing of seafood for fishery closure and seafood safety



considerations, and studies to gain higher resolution on extent and fate of subsea



dispersed oil. Restoration planning will likely commence.



 Continued scientific support to the IC through USCG FOSC (including trajectory



predictions, Loop Current evaluation, predicted shore line impacts, etc.).



 Mass balance calculations to understand surface and sub-surface fractions of total



release
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 Continued assessment of shoreline oil impacts and support for scientifically



appropriate clean-up actions.



 Continued surveys to assess the magnitude, characteristics, fate, transport and



near-term effects of subsurface dispersed oil



 Surveys of potential oil and dispersants in seafood species in closed and open



areas



 Identification and initiation of studies to quantify natural resource injuries.



 Additional human dimensions studies to understand the impact of the event on



coastal community, including outreach efforts by Sea Grant



 Exploring novel mechanisms for engaging the broader scientific community



Long-Term Actions (2 months-decadal)



Long-term impacts of the spill are likely ecosystem-wide, with particular relevance to



various habitat types from salt marshes to deep coral/biogenic communities to human



communities.  Studies are needed to establish baselines, which are essential to determine



the extent of natural resource damages.  These studies and baselines include:



 Natural Resource Damage Assessment injury studies;



 Long-term studies of impacted areas, salt marsh productivity, species



composition, and geochemistry;



 Ecosystem level restoration needs and opportunities along the northern GOM;



 Long-term assessment of surface ocean productivity (e.g., following the long-term



impact(s) to neuston) including ecosystem-wide impacts;



 Long-term impacts to deep communities (e.g., deep water corals);



 Long-term connections between dispersed oil and GOMEX hypoxia events;



 Planning for and initiation of long-term ecosystem and socio-economic impact



studies;



 Effects of oil, dispersants, and dispersant-oil mixtures at the surface, sub-surface



and atmosphere on LMR and ecosystem processes, productivity, and services;



and,



 Effects on key habitats and natural biodiversity, with special emphasis on coastal



wetlands and estuarine nursery areas.
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Immediate Science Actions (First 2 months)



y Scientific support to the IC through the

USCG FSOC



y Collection of a broad suite of samples to



y Measure distribution and magnitude of

subsurface dispersed oil and dispersant

through acoustics, fluorescence studies,



t  li  d th  t h l i

assess baseline environmental conditions



y Assess the Safety of Seafood and inform



appropriate closures of federal waters



E l t  di
 t d il l t d t 



water sampling and other technologies

using NOAA Research Vessels and



partners, including IOOS



y Conduct aerial surveys of protected



y Evaluate dispersant and oil related to

seafood safety – conduct baseline

contaminant studies



y Assist to calculate oil flow from the DWH



Conduct aerial surveys of protected



species distribution and abundance



y Update increased sensitivity of the Loop

Current hydrodynamics – P‐3s dropping
Assist to calculate oil flow from the DWH



site to estimate total release of oil



y Track surface oil and dispersant fate and



transport



AXBTs, sponsoring oceanographic cruises



y Conduct baseline studies of natural

resources (water, sediment, biota, human



use)

y Initial studies on effects of dispersants on



marine organisms



y Initiate and participate in interagency Joint

A l i  G
  (JAG)



use)



y Develop/Conduct studies to measure

injuries of trust resources (water,

sediment, biota, human use) by oil and or



Analysis Group (JAG)



y Measure impact of subsea dispersed oil on



hypoxia events



, , ) y

response actions



y Daily‐weekly weather forecasts critical for

field operations
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Daily Surface Oil Forecasts



3
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The Surface Oil Forecasts Inform the



Si d E t
 t f Fi h Cl
Size and Extent of Fishery Closures



Now 75,000 m2
– 31% of USA GoM
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Seafood Safety Baselines collected for Snappers, groupers, shrimp and



Oysters in LA, MS, AL, extending baselines to FL & TX



Baseline samples all well below the action levels (1/10 or below)



6
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• NOAA WP-3D aircraft deployed



airborne expendable current and



conductivity with depth probes



(AXCP and AXCTD, respectively) to



provide deep-water (~1000m)



profiles of currents and salinity in the



i i it
 f th il ill d th L
vicinity of the oil spill and the Loop



Current. Focus on area between oil



& LC on 4 occasions
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Loop Current Dynamics



8
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Protected Resources a Major Concern
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dolphins



12
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Sub‐Surface Sampling for Oil



and Dispersants

y Required Near‐Field sampling for sub‐surface
y Required Near‐Field sampling for sub‐surface



dispersant application



y NOAA Research Vessels and NOAA Sponsored Cruises
p



y Other sampling Efforts Sponsored by Others



At lease 7 research vessels involved in collecting data

using a variety of technologies including ship‐board



i  fl
   li  i  C D 
acoustics, flurometry, water sampling using CTD,

water sampling with AUV, neuston, Mocness, and



trawling  sediment samples
trawling, sediment samples



Document ID: 0.7.27.139.10







Near Field Sampling Required by EPA
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Brooks McCall Cruise II



Water TPH Data



(ug/ml ‐ UV/VIS)
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These next few slides are



Placeholders



For more complete analysis COB today

,


Note:  Laboratory values



of <MDL set to 0.01 ug/ml for graphing)
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CTD Raw Data

Station B25



05/17/2010



Lat: 28.566663

Long: -88.000008
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CTD Raw Data

Station B26



05/17/2010



Lat: 28.732045

Long: -88.376747
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CTD Raw Data

Station B27



05/17/2010



Lat: 28.686897

Long: -88.423777
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CTD Raw Data

Station B28



05/17/2010



Lat: 28.635283

Long: -88.480892
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WEATHERBIRD II
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Acoustics Cruise aboard GORDON GUNTER
cous cs C use aboa d GO O GU



20 nm ring then 5 nm ring



Document ID: 0.7.27.139.10







Deep Scattering Layer?



Using:



MOCNESS,



Water sampling



Flurometry
Flurometry



AUV



SIPPER Video Plankton recorder to discern oil/methane from biologics



Document ID: 0.7.27.139.10







Sunrise
Sunrise
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Greater Awareness of sampling assets



25
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Where are we now with



Sub‐Surface Sampling?

y All actual sub-surface water sampling results to date indicate
y All actual sub surface water sampling results to date indicate



low ppm (very near field) to ppb farther, to negative results



(farther field)



y Considerable numbers of government, BP and academic assets



now devoted to this activity with more being proposed each day



y Some data already collected not usable because of collection
y Some data already collected not usable because of collection



and storage protocols



y Tactical situation confused by natural oil/methane, other organic



compounds (plasticizers) and biologics in the water column



y Suggest we set up a workshop to review results and harmonize



approaches to date before any additional cruises are planned
approaches to date before any additional cruises are planned



except for required monitoring activities



Document ID: 0.7.27.139.10







Near Term Science Actions 1 6 months)
Near‐Term Science Actions 1‐6 months)



y Continued scientific support to

th  IC th h USCG F d
 l



y Continued surveys to assess the

it d  h t i ti
  f t 
the IC through USCG Federal



On‐Scene Coordinator

(including trajectory

predictions  Loop Current



magnitude, characteristics, fate,

transport and near‐term effects

of subsurface dispersed oil



L it di l
  f
predictions, Loop Current

evaluation, predicted shore line

impacts, etc.).



y Mass balance calculations to



y Longitudinal surveys of

potential oil and dispersants in



seafood species in closed and



open areas
y Mass balance calculations to

understand surface and sub‐



surface fractions of total release



y Continued assessment of



open areas



y Identification and initiation of

studies to quantify natural

resource injuries
y Continued assessment of



shoreline oil impacts and



support for scientifically

appropriate clean‐up actions



resource injuries



y Additional human dimensions

studies to understand the

impact of the event on coastal
appropriate clean up actions



y Additional studies of the

impacts of dispersants



impact of the event on coastal

communities
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Collected over 2000 baseline samples
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Over 800,000 gallons of dispersants used surface & subsurface



Are there tipping points in the ecosystem?
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· BP is using large amounts of COREXIT



as a dispersant both at the surface, and



two tests were performed at the well head



· EPA suspended deep water injection but



a significant ongoing issue is the relative
a significant ongoing issue is the relative



impacts of deep vs. surface application



· COREXIT is mildly toxic to silverside fish



and a shrimp-like species and some data



exist for other species (25-32 PPM result



in 50% test mortality)



· However, in combination with No 2 crude



the result is more toxic than COREXIT



only



· No toxicity tests with Light Louisiana



crude from site



Need Testing to understand long-term



impacts
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· What resources are



potentially at risk for LMRs



from the dispersal of oil



and dispersants and the



synergy?
synergy?



· BFT spawning in the



region offshore from the



ill f
 A il J
spill from April-June –



NOAA FSV GORDON



GUNTER cruise completed



· Samples of sperm whale



tissue and squids available



from cruise last summer



and winter as baselines
and winter as baselines



· Overflights continue to



monitor protected species



Deep water giant squid
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L T S i A ti (2 t d d )
Long‐Term Science Actions (2 mos. to decades)



y Ecosystem‐level Impacts of the spill
y p p

y Impacts of the spill on productivity, nutrient cycling and



species composition near and off‐shore habitats



y Impacts of the spill on productivity, nutrient cycling and
Impacts of the spill on productivity, nutrient cycling and



species composition of Louisiana marshes



y Development and implementation of ecosystem‐level

restoration opportunities for the Northern Gulf of Mexico
restoration opportunities for the Northern Gulf of Mexico



y Studies to identify on long‐term effects of introduction of

tons of reduced carbon into the Gulf ecosystem



Eff   H i  di ib i  d li  i  h  GOM
y Effects on Hypoxia distribution and seasonality in the GOM



y Effects on HABs and other human health pathogens



y Mid to long term socio‐economic impacts of the spill on
g
 p p

coastal Gulf Coast States 
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Many Restoration Sites Already Exist – Best Remediation Practices?
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Effects of Spill on an area



l d h ll d b h i
already challenged by hypoxia
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Received(Date): Thu, 01 Jul 2010 14:55:13 -0400

From: Andrea Bleistein <Andrea.Bleistein@noaa.gov>

Subject: Re: [Fwd: Re: Follow-up - Sea Turtles Constituent Call?]

To: Buck Sutter <Buck.Sutter@noaa.gov>



Don't forget to dial-in a few minutes early :)



Buck Sutter wrote:

> I am familiar with this, so no problem for the 3 pm call if questions

> arise.

>

> thank you for watching out for me...BTW, if you get the ppt before

> 4ish, could you send so I can use tonight?

>

> Andrea Bleistein wrote:

>> Buck - Just wanted to pass this along for background in case any

>> questions come up regarding Sea Turtles at the 3pm call. Not sure how

>> much your are comfortable addressing but below is yesterday's update

>> from NOAA from the OR&R site:

>>

>> Sea Turtles and Marine Mammals (effective June 29, 2010)

>>

>> A total of 583 sea turtles have been verified from April 30 to June

>> 29 within the designated spill area from the Texas/Louisiana border

>> to Apalachicola, Florida. Between Monday, June 28, and Tuesday, June

>> 29, 3 dead turtle strandings were verified, all in Mississippi. There

>> are 136 sea turtles in rehabilitation centers. These include 98 sea

>> turtles captured as part of on-water survey and rescue operations,

>> and 38 turtles that stranded alive. A total of 111 stranded or

>> captured turtles have had visible evidence of external oil since

>> verifications began on April 30. All others have not had visible

>> evidence of external oil.

>>

>> Of the 586 turtles verified from April 30 to June 29, a total of 435

>> stranded turtles were found dead, 46 stranded alive. Four of those

>> subsequently died. Four live stranded turtles were released, and 38

>> live stranded turtles are being cared for at rehabilitation centers.

>> Turtle strandings during this time period have been much higher in

>> Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida Panhandle than in

>> previous years for this same time period. This may be due in part to

>> increased detection and reporting, but this does not fully account

>> for the increase.

>>

>> The NOAA Ship /Pisces/ reported a dead 25-foot sperm whale on June

>> 15, 2010, that was located 150 miles due south of Pascagoula,

>> Mississippi and approximately 77 miles due south of the spill site

>> last week. The whale was decomposed and heavily scavenged. Samples of

>> skin and blubber have been taken and will be analyzed. The whale had

>> not evidence of external oil. Sperm whales are the only endangered

>> resident cetacean in the Upper Gulf of Mexico. There are no records

>> of stranded whales in the Gulf of Mexico for the month of June for

>> the period 2003-2007.

>>

>>  From April 30 to June 29, 55 stranded dolphins have been verified in

>> the designated spill area. Of the 55 strandings, five were live

>> strandings, three of which died shortly after stranding, one was

>> released and one is in rehabilitation. Fifty dolphins were found

>> stranded dead. Visible evidence of external oil was confirmed on five
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>> dolphins, two live and three dead stranded animals. We are unable at

>> this time to determine whether three of the dead stranded dolphins

>> were externally oiled before or after death. Since April 30, the

>> stranding rate for dolphins in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and

>> the Florida Panhandle has been higher than the historic numbers for

>> the same time period in previous years. In part, this may be due to

>> increased detection and reporting and the lingering effects of an

>> earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter of 2010.

>>

>> A stranding is defined as a dead or debilitated animal that washes

>> ashore or is found in the water. NOAA and its partners are analyzing

>> the cause of death for the dead stranded and dead captured sea

>> turtles and the stranded marine mammals.

>>

>>

>>

>> ------------------------------------------------------------------------

>>

>> Subject:

>> Re: Follow-up - Sea Turtles Constituent Call?

>> From:

>> David Cottingham <David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>

>> Date:

>> Thu, 01 Jul 2010 11:34:48 -0400

>> To:

>> Andrea Bleistein <Andrea.Bleistein@noaa.gov>

>>

>> To:

>> Andrea Bleistein <Andrea.Bleistein@noaa.gov>

>> CC:

>> Justin kenney <Justin.kenney@noaa.gov>, Andrew Winer

>> <Andrew.Winer@noaa.gov>, "Helen.Golde" <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>, Laurel

>> Bryant <Laurel.Bryant@noaa.gov>, Christine Patrick

>> <Christine.Patrick@noaa.gov>, Monica Allen <Monica.Allen@noaa.gov>

>>

>>

>> All --

>> we jointly manage sea turtles w/ FWS.  the nest relocation is a major

>> component of what USG is doing in response to spill.  so we should

>> have  FWS reps on any call we plan, or at a minimum, make sure we

>> coordinated with them that we are doing it.

>>

>> dc

>>

>> Andrea Bleistein wrote:

>>> Justin - Just wanted to let you know about Helen's concerns below

>>> and also that I ran this idea by Andy and he suggests we inform GC

>>> before we move forward with a constituent call focused on sea

>>> turtles. We should probably have an internal call to discuss this

>>> soon if you still want to move forward.

>>>

>>> Andrea

>>>

>>> Helen Golde wrote:

>>>> Andrea-- We have not done a constituent call on turtles, with the

>>>> exception of having turtle folks on the CEQ call last Friday (as

>>>> you know).

>>>> We should discuss this internally before setting anything up.
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>>>>

>>>> If you want to move forward with something like this, we should

>>>> have a call to discuss.

>>>>

>>>> -- Helen

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>> -------- Original Message --------

>>>>> Subject:     Sea Turtles Constituent Call?

>>>>> Date:     Thu, 01 Jul 2010 10:46:55 -0400

>>>>> From:     Andrea Bleistein <Andrea.Bleistein@noaa.gov>

>>>>> To:     Connie Barclay <Connie.Barclay@noaa.gov>, Christine

>>>>> Patrick <Christine.Patrick@noaa.gov>

>>>>> CC:     Monica Allen <Monica.Allen@noaa.gov>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>> Connie, Christine and Monica,

>>>>>

>>>>> Just wanted to touch base with you per a brief discussion I had

>>>>> with Justin Kenney yesterday afternoon regarding his request that

>>>>> NOAA needs to have a constituent call to discuss sea turtles and

>>>>> what NOAA is doing. Are any of you aware of this request? Has a

>>>>> sea turtle focused call been done in the past that either of you

>>>>> might have been involved with? Lastly - are there any updates to

>>>>> fact sheets regarding sea turtles?

>>>>>

>>>>> Thanks for your help and apologize for the lack on information on

>>>>> my end - was hoping that you're more in the know than I am.

>>>>>

>>>>> Andrea

>>>>> NOAA External Affairs

>>>>>

>>>>> --

>>>>> Connie Barclay

>>>>> Director, NOAA Fisheries Communications

>>>>> NOAA Communications & External Affairs (301)713-2370

>>>>> work/(202)441-2398 cell

>>>>> Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/noaa.lubchenco

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>

>>>> --

>>>> Helen M. Golde

>>>> Deputy Director



internal
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http://www.facebook.com/noaa.lubchenco





>>>> Office of Protected Resources

>>>> NOAA Fisheries Service

>>>> 301-713-2332 x 108

>>

>
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Received(Date): Wed, 30 Jun 2010 17:08:21 -0400

From: Grace Wahlbrink <Grace.Wahlbrink@noaa.gov>

Subject: Daily ACTIONS and UPDATES 6.30.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule 062910.doc

MMST_Health_and_Stranding_Update_for 30 June (for activities 29June) FINALFINALWORDDOC.doc

NRDA Activities Report_6_30_10.doc

OMAO DWH Aircraft Tasking - Program Impacts 062810.docx

OMAO DWH Ship Tasking - Program Impacts 062810.docx

OMAO_Assets_Gantt_Chart_063010.xlsx



      PRIORITY

ISSUES

RESPONSE OPERATIONS - NIC/ICC/NRT No Update

SCIENCE No Update

LMR Fisheries Closures

* There was no change to the closed area for June 29, 2010. The closed

area remains 80,228 sq mi (207,790 sq km) and covers about 33% of the

GOM EEZ.

* The Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ), the

Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (DMR), and the Mississippi

State Department of Health extended the existing beach advisory in

Harrison County to the west from the Gulfport Small Craft Harbor on the

west to Azalea Avenue in Biloxi on the east. This area had significant

amounts tar mats and tar patties on the beach. The heaviest

concentrations were between White Avenue in Biloxi and Cowan Road in

Gulfport. MDEQ and the Beach Monitoring Task Force recommend that people

avoid contact with oil-related materials such as tar balls and tar mats

and stay out of the water if these materials are visible.

* All Mississippi territorial waters within the boundaries of the

described line are closed: starting at the intersection of 89° 13’ west

longitude on the shoreline; due south to the state line; easterly

following the state line until it intersects 89° 09.22’ west longitude;

due north to the northwest tip of Cat Island; following the shoreline to

a point on the southeast side of cat island at 89° 05’ west longitude;

due southern boundary of the state; easterly following the southern

boundary of states waters until the intersection with the

Mississippi/Alabama State line; due north to the intersection of the CSX

railroad at of the Mississippi/Alabama state boundary; southwest along

the CSX railroad to a point due north of the Bayou Casotte Ship Channel;

due south to 30° 21’ north latitude line; west following the 30° 21’

north latitude line to point of intersection on the east side of

Bellefontaine Point; westerly following the meandering of the shoreline

to the tip of Marsh Point; due north to a point on the shoreline;

following the meanderings of the shoreline to eastern abutment of the

CSX railroad bridge; following the CSX southeasterly to the western

abutment CSX railroad bridge in Biloxi Bay; following the meanderings of

the shoreline to the point of intersection of 89° 13’ West Longitude.

Effective June 29, 2010.

LMR (2) Seafood Surveillance and Safety Program

* June 29, 2010, Vice President Biden announced the Gulf Seafood Safety Plan

o "We want one single standard so you don't have to worry about where

you fish, when you can fish," Biden said. "Bottom line is, we want to

get fishermen back out on the water as soon as possible after the oil

has been removed."
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Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding

* Turtle Island Restoration Network and the Center of Biological

Diversity submitted to BP and the USCG a 60-day notice of intent to sue

under the Endangered Species Act for violations related to controlled

burn activities and illegal take of sea turtles.

* The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map,

dolphin stranding map, and large whale stranding map are attached.

* On-water direct turtle capture operations under Unified Command’s

Wildlife Branch were not operational today due to NOAA forecast weather

conditions.

* 586 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill

area” (increase of 3 from June 29 report)

o 481 stranded(increase of 3 from June 29)

+ 435 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 3 from June 29)

o 317 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants

(increase of 3 from June 29)

* 55 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill

area” (no change from June 29).

* 1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the

“designated spill area” (no change from June 29)

NRDA See Attached Quad PDF "6.30.2010_Combined Quad.pdf" and "NRDA

Activities Report_6_30_10.doc"

ASSETS AND PLATFORMS The following digital files are attached.

Information is current as of Date Time Group in subject line.



1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations of assets.

2. OMAO Assets Excel Gantt Chart showing projects assigned to each asset.

3. Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule Word document identifying

impacts to NOAA projects should OMAO assets be tasked

4. DWH Ship Tasking Impacts.

5. DWH Aircraft Tasking Impacts.



OPERATIONAL

REGIONAL No Update

LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS No Update

COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS Comms Bullets

-Finalizing plan for long-term movement of oil release potentially

tomorrow.

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT See Attached Quad PDF "6.30.2010_Combined Quad.pdf"

DATA INFORMATION See Attached Quad PDF "6.30.2010_Combined Quad.pdf"

IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS See Attached Quad PDF "6.30.2010_Combined

Quad.pdf"

LEGAL / GC No Update

POLICY / BUDGET No Update
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 30 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 Maintenance, Boulder, CO



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Transit to Mobile Cancelled for Weather, rescheduled for 7/1, MacDill AFB.



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV No Flights Scheduled, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Enroute to Fllying Cloud, MN; Departed Birmingham, AL



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Adak, AK



N57 Twin Otter No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB (Repo to Mobile for DWH 7/1)



N68 King Air Coastal Mapping, San Diego, CA



N42



N44



N47



N49



N52



N68
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N57
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Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Thomas

Jefferson



June 15 tbd TJ-10-03 FGBNMS Underway for continued DWH ops (acoustics



and water sampling). Replenish supplies



06/21, Pascagoula. ETA Key West, FL 7/2



Oregon II June 21 July 5 Rd-10-01 Summer groundfish Leg 2



loses 9 DAS (much of area typically



surveyed during this project is likely



going to be off limits due to the oil.)



ETD for sea trials 06/20. ETD Pascagoula, MS



6/23 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyoplankton



survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume



scheduled work. ETA Galveston 06/30.



Delaware

II



June18 tbd DE-10-05 Benthic Habitat Underway en route GOMEX for DWH ops



(seafood study). Arrival Key West, FL 06/24



for staging. Departure 06/25



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water



Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3. 



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning
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Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



tbd Hurricane Season Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf Loop Current



flights could be rescheduled around any



tasking for Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings



would delay Gulf Loop Current flights by



several days. 



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April September



30



Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September



30



Northeast Right Whale / BOWFEST DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



resumed June 7. Anticipated schedule is



approximately 5 flights every 14 days. 



Tasking could be flown on Twin Otter N46RF



but belly port will be unavailable for use. 



Additional crew would be required for N46F



due to crew duty day limitations.



N68RF



King Air



April September



30



National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 Increase of 3 turtle strandings (3 dead in MS)



 Turtle Island Restoration Network and the Center of Biological Diversity submitted to BP



and the USCG a 60-day notice of intent to sue under the Endangered Species Act for



violations related to controlled burn activities and illegal take of sea turtles. 



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



Sea Turtles



Total Turtle Numbers

586 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 3 from June 29



report)



 481 stranded* (increase of 3 from June 29)



o 435 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 3 from June 29)



o 46 of the stranded were found alive (no change from June 29)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 29)



 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 29)



 38 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 29)



 105 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (no change from June 29)



o 98 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 29)



o 4 turtles collected dead (no change from June 29)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 29)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 435 dead stranded, 4 dead directed capture, and 7 that died

in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 29)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 29)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from June 29)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 29)



 317 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 3 from June



29)
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 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis. Further results are pending.



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 7 dead stranded sea



turtle and 8 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 93 live sea turtles and



3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1- June 29 is 224. 



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically



stranding in the month of June (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

55 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no change from June



29).



 50 were dead stranded* dolphins (no change from June 29)



 5 were live stranded dolphins (no change from June 29)



o 2 died shortly after stranding (no change from June 29)



o 1 euthanized upon stranding (no change from June 29)



o 1 stranded live and freed immediately (no change from June 29)



o 1 live and in care (no change from June 29)



1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no



change from June 29)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return
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to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 50 dead stranded and 3 live stranded dolphins that died or

were euthanized):



 27 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 29)



 7 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



29)



 11 full necropsies performed (no change from June 29)



 5 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 29)



 3 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 29)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 29)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



29)



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from June 29)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 29)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 29)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Five of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the three dead stranded animals were externally oiled pre- or post-


mortem.   All other necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 29 is 25.



 This is higher than the number of marine mammal strandings that have been documented



in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and



reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter



of 2010.



 The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in  June (2003-


2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins
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o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 29 is 1.



 There are no records of stranded whales in the Gulf of Mexico for June (2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 On-water direct turtle capture operations under Unified Command’s Wildlife Branch



were not operational today due to NOAA forecast weather conditions.



 Several members of the Marine Mammal/Sea Turtle unit will be attending the Natural



Resources Damage Assessment Marine Mammal/Sea Turtle Working Group meeting in



New Orleans, LA June 30-July 1, 2010.
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 30 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 Maintenance, Boulder, CO



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Transit to Mobile Cancelled for Weather, rescheduled for 7/1, MacDill AFB.



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV No Flights Scheduled, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Enroute to Fllying Cloud, MN; Departed Birmingham, AL



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Adak, AK



N57 Twin Otter No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB (Repo to Mobile for DWH 7/1)



N68 King Air Coastal Mapping, San Diego, CA



N42



N44



N47



N49



N52



N68



N46



N57



N43 


N56



N45



N48 
N51
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 30 JUN 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF



PC



DE 


RB



TJ 


GU



R2



ID
 Status Today



DE
 Underway on DWH seafood safety survey.  Arrival 7/2, port TBD



TJ
 Enroute Key West. No DWH ops during transit. ETA 7/1 to de-stage from



DWH and prepare for hydro survey.



HB Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF
 Departed Miami Beach, FL today for DWH Loop Current characterization.



Diplomatic clearance for Cuba/Mexico in processing.



RB
 Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Delayed sailing due to weather. ETD 7/1 to



resume DWH marine mammal survey (weather permitting)



PC
 Arrived in Pascagoula, MS early due to weather impact on  scheduled



DWH sampling stations. ETD 7/7



R2 Arrived Galveston, TX today after completing DWH work. ETD 7/1 for



scheduled groundfish project (weather permitting).



IDS Status Today



FA
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/2 Seattle, WA



SH
 Underway on scheduled project. ETA 7/9 Eureka, CA



MF
 Delayed in Seattle, mechanical problems. Departure NET 7/3



DY Departed Dutch Harbor, AK yesterday on scheduled project. Arrival 



7/14 Dutch Harbor



HA
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. ETD for scheduled operations 7/21



M2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/4 San Francisco, CA



SE
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 on scheduled project



KA
 Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 on scheduled project



RA Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Bitung, Indonesia



HA 


RA 


KA 


DJ

MF



M2



SE 
Hawaii 


FA 


EX

Indonesia 


SH 
DY



Bering Sea
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Chartered Ship Positions



As of 30 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM M/V Brooks McCall In port Fourchon, LA, departure delayed due to engine repairs



EN R/V Endeavor In port St. Petersburg, FL



GY R/V Gandy Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



CA R/V Caretta DHW began 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



HB R/V Harold B Alongside in Port Fouchon for yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City. 



OV M/V Ocean Veritas Underway, waiting out weather



PE R/V Pelican Loop current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



RB OSV Rachel Bordelon In port Houma, LA



RT M/V Ridley Thomas In port Fourchon, LA



RC OSV Ryan Chouest In port Theodore, AL; possible departure this evening



BM  HB 



RB  RT  RC



PE



CA



OV



GY EN
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Mammals/Turtles:



 Flight was conducted today



 The focus of Tuesday's flight was to provide the NRDA ground team with



aerial sightings of marine mammals and turtles in the primary oil spill



zone.



 No marine mammals were seen.



*  One loggerhead sea turtle was seen in light sheen.



*  The next NRDA flight is scheduled for Thursday, 7/1



*  There is no flight scheduled for Wednesday, 6/30



Mammal and turtle workshop this week in New Orleans



B5/ Out of Scope


B5/ Out of Scope
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N42RF



WP-3D Orion



Hurricane Season 6/6-9/30 N/A N/A N/A OMAO: Gulf Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would



delay Gulf Loop Current flights by several



days



N43RF



WP-3D Orion



CALNEX 4/23-6/30 7-11 June DWH tasking in GOM complete



Phase



Maintenance



7/1-7/31



Hurricane Season 8/1-9/30 N/A N/A N/A



N46RF



Twin Otter



Fuel Tank Install 6/15-6/30



COMIDA 7/1-9/30 Chukchi Sea,



Alaska



No, survey period is



defined by the



timing of the open



water season



No Yes, charter



options will be much



more expensive.



ONLY platform flying aerial surveys



offshore over the Chukchi Sea Planning



Area, and the /ONLY/ data that can be



used to estimate marine mammal



density/abundance and provide baseline



data for NMFS, MMS and other regulatory



agencies.



OMAO: Extending Multi Spectral Oil



Analysis flights beyond June 15 will



impact Alaska Marine Mammal surveys.



Additionally, engine overhaul date will be



accelerated due to increased utilization



and installation of extended range fuel



tank will be delayed.



N48RF



Twin Otter



CALNEX 5/4-7/20
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Harbor Seals 7/25-8/31



Leatherback



Turtles



9/10-10/2



N56RF



Twin Otter



Steller Sea Lion 6/4-7/14 Alaska, SE to 


western



Aleutians



No. Biological



constraints require



7 June-14 July



survey window.



Yes No.  Charter pilots not



available with



specialized experience



required to safely



perform survey in the



western Aleutians.



NMFS currently consulting on the effects



of the $2 billion Alaskan groundfish



fisheries on the recovery of the western



SSL stock.  Lack of stock assessment data



could result in fishery restrictions which



would be at least controversial, and at



worst, the subject of litigation.



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/25



BWASP 9/1-9/30 Alaska, 


Beaufort Sea 


No Yes, another Twin Otter



charter company exists



in Alaska that has



conducted marine



mammal aerial surveys,



but there is no contract



vehicle



in place and they will be



considerably more



expensive.



Losing one year of data in this continuum



would interrupt collection of data that has



been used to investigate spatiotemporal



changes in the bowhead whale migration



over three decades.  This is a particularly



critical period in the Alaskan Arctic marine



ecosystem due to unknown but probable



impacts related to climate change.



N57RF



Twin Otter



NERW 10/1-6/30 OMAO:  DWH Marine Mammal flights



tasking resumed June 7.  Anticipated



schedule is approximately 5 flights every



14 days.



Cetacean



Abundance



7/1-8/31 GA/SC border



to eastern Nova



Scotia including



Georges Bank



No delay option



acceptable– the



survey is temporally



sensitive



Yes Yes. However



procurement limitations



prevent us from



chartering a twin otter



This is the busy season for right whales--



every survey we do up here reduces the



risk of right whale ship strike. We have



committed to MMS that we were going to



OMAO: Charter waiver granted by RADM



Bailey to NEFSC on 6/25 to charter Twin



Otter Aircraft for this survey.
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and the Gulf of



Maine (33 
o

N –



45

o 


N Lat;



081

o

W – 058



o

W



Long)



aircraft in time for the



survey.



do this survey this summer, and without



the twin otter aerial component, there is



no utility in conducting a small scale ship



based survey. We have committed to



providing a coastwide turtle survey this



summer (Congress and the fishing industry



will be highly critical of NMFS if we don't



do the survey).  Without this survey, the



last survey will be so old that we won't be



able to set a potential biological removal



(PBR) for most Atlantic marine mammal



species. If the Loop Current brings the oil



up the East Coast, it will be critical to have



conducted this survey in advance of the



oil.



BOWFEST 9/1-10/20 Barrow, Alaska No,  No No alternate aircraft are



known that can



incorporate the



large triple-camera



mount system.



If no aerial surveys can be conducted in



2010, a



critical piece of a complex study program



will be lost.



N68RF



King Air



Coastal Mapping  10/1-9/30  Y Y



Would require



additional funding which



would vary depending



on the number of



storms. For 50 hours or



imagery estimated costs



are ~ $180K



No pre or post storm damage assessment



imagery collected by NOAA.



Lidar acceptance testing: Impact - Cancel



acquisition of system or accepts system  as



is. Estimated cost of procurement is



$1.7M. If contract were canceled NOAA



would likely lose the funding for this



valuable new tool for IOCM projects. If



systems were accepted as is and there



were problems with the system, NOAA



would have to fund resolving the issues



with the system.



OMAO:  Aircraft released from DWH



taking on 6/20.  Available for recall if



required.
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N45RF



Jet Prop



GRAV-D  5/31-8/31
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Gordon Gunter GU-10-03, 


Leg I-III



Marine Mammals



6/15-8/5 GOM NO YES NO Unable to provide marine mammal 


abundance & distribution information to



meet MMPA mandated mammal stock



assessment requirements.  Unable to



provide data & document long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM marine



mammal populations.



None 8/5-9 Fleet Inspection



GU-10-04



Leg I and II



Fall



Ichthyoplankton



8/24-9/30 GOM NO YES NO Unable to support current stock 


assessments for red snapper, king



mackerel, and vermillion snapper; and



future stock assessments for Spanish



mackerel, gray triggerfish, and red drum.



Would be unable to assess long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM



ichthyoplankton.



None



Pisces PC-10-03 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP Reef



Fish



6/14 – 7/25 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack. Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



PC-10-05 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4,  S Atlantic



Reef Fish



8/3 – 9/25 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



Oregon II R2-10-01 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP



Summer



6/15 – 7/17 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, king mackerel, yellowedge



grouper, and small coastal sharks.  Unable



None
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Groundfish to assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



GOM groundfish species.



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



7/24-8/5 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish. Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



8/7 – 9/29 GoM  NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish.  Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



Delaware II DE-10-05 Benthic 


Habitat 


6/14 – 6/25 NE Atlantic



(Georges



Bank)



Yes, this is ongoing



research that will



continue into the



future



No Yes, require 6 berths,



crane, A-frame, CTD



operations, 220 v AC



power, and depth



sounder



Research aimed at understanding



relationship among juvenile Atlantic



cod/sea scallops/haddock and their



habitat, including invasive tunicate



Didemnum, with specific reference to



juvenile mortality



Delaying this cruise a year will prevent



the annual measurement of the



encroachment of the invasive species on



Georges Bank.



DE-10-07



ECOMON



8/16 – 9/1 NE Atlantic



(Cape Hatteras



– Nova Scotia)



No, this cruise is part



of both bi-monthly



and annual



environmental



monitoring time



series and provides



ground truth for



Yes Yes. Hugh R. Sharp or 


another research vessel 


Interrupt a 40 year oceanographic and



plankton time series. Nulify attempts to



document hydrocarbon transport to the



NE U.S. Shelf; compromise SeaWiFS



ground truth, sea bird monitoring, efforts



to improve the assessments of yellowtail



flounder through oceanographic



None It should be recognized that this cruise



complements oil spill research that is



being conducted in the Gulf of Mexico
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SeaWiFS.



Hydrocarbon



sampling is planned



off of the east coast.



monitoring; postpone efforts to begin



ocean acidification of the NE U.S. shelf.



DE-10-06  Herring



Hydroacoustic



Survey, Leg 1, 2



9/8 – 9/30 NE Atlantic 


(Georges



Bank)



No, temporally



sensitive in terms of



both an annual



survey and a multi-



year time series.



Yes No. Vessel capabilities



and acoustic signature



critically important



The Atlantic herring resource is valuable



as an economic resource and is highly



controversial due to its importance in the



ecosystem. Accurate estimates of the



stock is critical. Historically acoustic



surveys have been critical to the



assessment of those stocks. The impact of



the loss of this cruise will limit our ability



to determine the utility of this survey and



assessment of Atlantic herring.



None



Thomas



Jefferson



TJ-10-03



DWH Tasking



5/17 -5/28



5/23-5/28



GOM - FGNMS No  - Impact on 


successive projects



does not allow for



delay without impact



to those projects.



No FGNMS, though OCS,



could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the snm of



production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



The DWH tasking for the remainder of this



leg will result in 75 square nmi, of a



planned 150 square nmi, not being



surveyed,



The collection of a combination of



multibeam and backscatter survey data



was scheduled to take place on board the



TJ, to map several reefs and banks in the



NW Gulf of Mexico, all of which will be



targeted for habitat characterization and



ground truthing operations in the future.



These operations will not be undertaken



until the surveys have been completed.



DWH tasking occurred



from  5/23 to 5/28 to



deploy navy gliders,



current drifters and



profiling floats.



The FGNMS project DAS have already



been lost due to a week of downtime



caused by generator problems, then the



initial 6 DAS the TJ diverted to deploy



Navy gliders and drifters.  Plans  are in



plance to make up 6 days lost prior to



DWH tasking during TJ-10-02 leg 5, 6/14-



7/02
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TJ-10-02 6/01-6/11, 


leg 4 


GOM  No  No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 75 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed.



DWH Tasking



Occurred 6/1-6/11 to



conduct Western



Sentry project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Imperative that



the ship be given at time to  “square off”



the existing hydrographic project. TJ is



the only vessel that can complete the



work.



TJ-10-02 6/14-7/02, 


leg 5 


GOM  No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $0.5M



Estimated cost for



FGNMS survey is $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 25 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed,



Cancelling project leg will also result in a



loss of 6 DAS planned to support FGNMS



project to make up for the time lost to



mechanical repairs resuliting in 75 square



nmi,of the planned 150 square nmi, from



being completed.



DWH Tasking



scheduled for 6/14-



7/02 to conduct



additional work on the



Western Sentry



project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Two days will be



allocated for the ship to “square off” the



existing hydrographic project before



resuming the DWH Western Sentry



project.  Total DWH tasking has resulted



in a production loss of 100 square nmi.



The production loss can be replaced



through contracting at a total cost of



$2.0M (100 square nmi).



Total cost to contract FGNMS project is



$3.0M (150 square nmi).



TJ-10-04 Leg I-IV  7/7-8/31  Key West Area Yes – The project 


could be delayed but



the delay would be at



the expense of the



No No – Vessel capability



and planned equimpent



test and evaluation not



possible though contract



The Key West project is an IOCM project



with several partners, including the



planned testing of new technologies.



Although the project could be delayed,



OCS could



accommodate 2 more



legs of DWH response



with minimal impact.



Approaches to Key West. Arrive  Norfolk



8/31



Estimated average loss of production per
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successive project or



a reduction of the



project as planned.



for this project, OCS believes it is important to complete



the project this year using the equipment



and personnel currently on the TJ



Canceling the project will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 220 square nmi



not being completed.  This loss of



productiion could be contracted at a cost



of $4.4 M



Delay the start of the



Key West Project by a



leg and delay the



return to Norfolk by a



leg.



leg tasked is between 30 to 60 square



nmi.



TJ-10-05



Leg I



9/9-17  Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi-



year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 20 square nmi



not being completed.



TJ is scheduled to transit from Key west



to  Norfolk VA on or about 8/26



TJ-10-05



Leg 2



9/20-30 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi-



year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 30 square nmi



not being completed.



Estimated cost to contract lost



production if tasked for both legs is



$0.9M (50 square nmi)



Nancy Foster  NF-10-06-PR  6/21-7/2  GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. Program



would try to accomplish



This is a requirement of the Sanctuary



Advisory Council in order to obtain their



endorsement of a proposed experimental



None Baseline Assessment of Fish and Benthic



Communities of FGBNMS.
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Leg 1 & Leg II various contracts



used to support this



project.



all activities from small



boats or lease a local



UNOLS vessel for 10k



per day for which we



(NOS) don’t have the



appropriate budget nor



is there adequate time



on the schedule



closure of one of the banks.   Failure to



not complete this requirement would



result in no endorsement by the Sanctuary



Advisory Council.



NF-10-07-TER  7/6-20  Tortugas/GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



contracts involving



ROV rental, travel



arrangements,



supplies and etc.



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. This could be



reworked to use the



State of Florida vessel



R/V Weatherbird under



our existing IDIQ



contract.  To get the



same amount of



mapping done we would



get on the Foster would



require an additional



$62K.  This estimate is



based on our contract



day rate of $12.5K for



seven days at sea and



subtracting the existing



$25.5K obligated to USF.



Timing is not a great



concern; we can do it



whenever the ship is



available in St.



The impact of not doing the work will



mean a loss of knowledge of any deep



coral or sponge habitat in the target area



(between Steamboat Lumps MPA in the



north to existing Pulley Ridge HAPC map



coverage in the south).  A total of $30,000



in Coral Reef Conservation Program



funding was obtained for the project, and



$25.5k has already been obligated for data



collection and processing.



None Biogeography Analysis of Tortugas



Ecological Reserve
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Petersburg, FL.



NF-10-08-



FGBNMS



7/22-29  GoM Delaying Flower 


Gardens would result



in a loss of $200k of



Coral Program



allocated funds. The



shallow-water diving



leg (late July) could



potentially be



accomplished later



this FY. The tech



diving leg (mid July)



would be very



difficult to delay in



that it relies on an



external partner that



provided matching



for the project. The



partner has already



committed to the



scheduled dates and



they are unlikely to



be available later this



FY.



Y Would require charter  if 


NF tasked. The project



could be completed by



the FGBNMS vessel



R/VManta.  There are no



other appropriate



vessels that are available



for charter at this late



date. However, there is



no funding to support



the operation of the



MANTA for this



purpose. Program



allocation of funds is not



adequate to operate the



vessel beyond already



allocated commitments



without dedicated



funding from an outside



(i.e. grant, partner, etc.)



source.



This project is absolutely dependent upon



the FOSTER ship time in FY2010. The



availability of ship time was a key factor in



this project being funded by CRCP. If this



project is not implemented in 2010, we



stand to lose future funding by CRCP. It



will also delay the potential



implementation of an important



management action for the protection of



coral reefs in US waters.



None Flower Garden Banks NMS Coral Disease



and Bleaching Monitoring
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NF-10-09-RACOW 8/2-12 GoM (Vicinity



of DWH Oil



Spill)



No.  Both the



scientific scope and



general location of



this project are



relevant to



addressing potential



ecological impacts of



the Deepwater



Horizon oil spill.  Due



to the spill and



related response



needs, we will be



remaining flexible to



conduct the survey



either in the western



Gulf of Mexico as



originally planned or



to shift the location



to the eastern



portion of the Gulf



(shelf waters from



Mississippi delta to



Tampa) depending



on where the



majority of oil ends



up.  By doing so, in



addition to



addressing our



original project goals,



we will be providing



a basis for assessing



Y Yes if another NOAA



vessel or NANCY FOSTER



equivalent platform was



made available.



If this mission is not completed, we will be



unable to effectively address important



goals under NOAA's legal mandates (e.g.,



Clean Water Act, National Coastal



Monitoring Act, National Marine



Sanctuaries Act) to provide adequate



ecological characterizations of aquatic



living marine resources and ecosystem



stressors in the nation’s coastal ocean



waters.  Moreover, given the project’s



relevancy to the current Gulf of Mexico



oil-spill event, not conducting the project



would miss a tremendous opportunity to



apply NOAA’s existing assets to assisting



with oil-spill response and assessment



needs.



Highly recommend



this project remain as



scheduled due to its



congruent alignment



with the ecological



recovery efforts of the



DWH oil spill.



Regional Assessment of Coastal Ocean



Waters - GRNMS



This project is part of a series of



nationwide surveys aimed at assessing



the status of ecosystem conditions and



stressor impacts in coastal-ocean (shelf)



waters around the U.S.
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oil-spill impacts



throughout these



offshore waters and



thus assisting in



NOAA’s response



efforts.  At present,



our plan is to



incorporate a



probabilistic



sampling design



(consistent with



other components of



this ongoing offshore



ecological



assessment series) in



order to provide a



basis for making



unbiased statistical



estimates of the



spatial extent and



magnitude of



condition relative to



the various



synoptically



measured variables



and corresponding



management



thresholds.
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NF-10-10-CHS



Leg I  & II



8/15-28  Florida Keys



GoM



No. Deep Coral



Mapping of the



South Atlantic Bight



cannot be delayed as



funds cannot be



carried over. This is



the last cruise of the



fiscal year for the



program.



Y Yes possibly.  NF is one 


of the few vessel



capable of mapping and



characterizing deep



coral ecosystems. This



includes the deep water



multibeam system and



fish acoustics systems.



No other NOAA ship



presently has this dual



capability. While it is



conceivably possible to



temporarily install these



systems on vessels of



opportunity, it would be



at considerable expense.



This information is critical and time



sensitive.  Failure to conduct this research



would impact the data that is used to



support and update the Fishery



Management Plan and designation of



Habitat Areas of Critical Concern by the



South Atlantic Fishery Management



Council. Also, data supporting



subsequent biological monitoring and



coral sampling with the JASON ROV



onboard the NOAA Ship RON BROWN in



November 2010 will be lost as well as



severely impacting short-term



management measures and the



protection of mandated resources.



None Characterization of Shallow to Mid-Water



Seafloor Habitats of South Florida



NF-10-11-LF



Leg I & II



8/31-9/11  SE Atlantic Yes.  The invasive 


lionfish research



could potentially be



delayed up to a



month with



acceptable impact to



the science, since



late



September/October



are very similar



seasons. Personnel



impact may be much



more detrimental as



we have transferred



Y This project can NOT be



chartered due to the



type of operation



(personnel, equipment,



safety needs) and the



extent of the research



area that is examined



(Onslow Bay NC from 75



to 200 fsw).



Currently, there are no annual monitoring



programs focused on collecting baseline



information on the hard bottom reef



communities.  Data collected will



definitely enhance the development and



continuation of such monitoring system



which is critical in detecting responses by



reef communities to climate change



Invasive Lionfish Population  Monitoring



of Mid-Atlantic Project
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



money for NURC



support of our dive



operations and need



their participation to



complete the cruise.



So timing of all the



personnel would



need to be shifted



and may not be



possible.



NF-10-12-NC  9/14-27 Project was canceled May 21 at request of 


OAR/OER.



Norfolk Canyon



Ronald H. Brown RB-10-02 


Tsunami Mapping



9/6-9/11;



with 4-day



extension,



dates would



be 9/5-9/14



Caribbean Yes; however, post- 


earthquake data is



“very perishable”



according to USGS PI.



No Yes, but impractical due



to expense. Original



scheduling of RB took



advantage of nearby



NTAS transit.



Reduces or eliminates opportunity for



NOAA to actively support risk analysis



around Port-au-Prince.



Ship could possibly be



retasked from post-



Fleet Inspection to



start of NTAS/MOVE



cruise (San Juan, PR),



roughly 8/27-9/12.



RB-10-03



NTAS/MOVE



mooring



turnaround



9/12-9/26;



with 4-day



TSUCAR



extension,



dates would



be 9/15-9/29



Northwest



Tropical



Atlantic



No.  NTAS/MOVE



turnaround cruise



has already been



delayed 2X.  Relative



to the last



deployment on 29



June 2009, the



planned turnaround



cruise (15-29 Sep) is



beyond the 14 month



Yes In principle, if charter



cruise were 9/15/2010



or sooner.   Approx cost



= $21K/day X 22 days =



$462K.



Irreplaceable loss of surface flux data from



10 year record, compromise in accuracy of



subsurface transport record, inability to



meet NOAA mission goals for Climate, and



Weather/Water for which the projects



were established.
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Updated on 28 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



maximum interval,



and we already



expect some



unrecoverable data



loss.



Henry B. Bigelow HB-10-03 


Leg 1, 2, 3



Cetacean



Abundance



6/7-8/11 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-04 Habitat



Mapping



8/18-8/27 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-05



Leg 1,2



Autumn Bottom



Trawl & Acoustics



Survey



9/7-9/30 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP
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N42 WP-3D 


Next Gulf Loop Current flight scheduled for 7/9



N43 WP-3D CALNEX Hurricane Season



N43 - Arrived MacDill AFB 6/7.  Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.  Return to CALNEX on 6/11



N46 Twin Otter 


N48 Twin Otter 


N56 Twin Otter 


N57 Twin Otter 


N68 King Air 


Bigelow 


Delaware II 


Underway on DWH seafood safety survey.  Arrival 7/2, port TBD



Brown 


Foster 
Departed Miami Beach, FL today for DWH Loop Current characterization. Diplomatic clearance for Cuba/Mexico in processing.



Gunter 
Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Delayed sailing due to weather. ETD 7/1 to resume DWH marine mammal survey (weather permitting)



Jefferson 
Enroute Key West. No DWH ops during transit. ETA 7/1 to de-stage from DWH and prepare for hydro survey



Oregon II 
Arrived Galveston, TX today after completing DWH work. ETD 7/1 for scheduled groundfish project (weather permitting).



Pisces 
Arrived in Pascagoula, MS early due to weather impact on  scheduled DWH sampling stations. ETD 7/7



Tsunami/Trop. Atl



Marine Mammal Surveys



Steller Sea Lions 


ECOMON 


Harbor Seals 


SEAMAP Reef Fish 


DWH 


NOAA Line Office Assets



OMAO Assets (as of 6/30/10)



Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



Nov
Oct Jun 


Hurricane Season
DWH Gulf Loop 


DWH Multi Spectral 


Jul 


Continuation of DWH Multi Spectral Oil, Mobile, AL



Harbor Seals



Aug 


BWASP



CALNEX 


Sep 


BOWFEST



Benthic ECOMON 


NERW 


in Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance , resume Marine Mammal Observations 7/1



MX Cetacean Abundance 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities



Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection 


DWH Marine Mammals 


GRNMS 


F.I. 


Pully Ridge/Tortugas/FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



Repairs 


Repairs 


Sep 


FGBNMS 


Fall Plankton



Jun Aug Jul 


MRP/Trials Groundfish 


Warranty 


Key West Chesapeake Bay



South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



Longline Shark / Red Snapper



R/V HST



Nov
Oct 


7/25/2012
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NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 6/21.



Scheduled to conduct trap/video surveys out of Panama City the reamainder of the month.



R/V Gandy 


R/V HST 


R/V Caretta 


R/V Harold B 


7/25/2012
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25' Parker NOS small boat w/ twin outboards in Charleston, SC, available for deployment and trailerable



No update 6/30



In port Fourchon, LA, departure delayed due to engine repairs



No update 6/30



No update 6/30



In port St. Petersburg, FL



No update 6/30



Underway, waiting out weather



LOOP current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



In port Houma, LA



In port Fourchon, LA



In port Theodore, AL; possible departure this evening



No update 6/30



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.  *No end date specified for gliders.



Monitoring and sampling oceanographic conditions



Pelican 


DWH*



Beau Rivage 


Jun 


Jack Fitz 


IOOS Gliders 


Walton Smith 


NAVO Gliders 


Brooks McCall 


Ryan Chouest 


Bunny Bordelon 


Capt Hatteras 


Rachel Bordelon 


Endeavor 


Ocean Veritas 


Ridley Thomas 


Oct Jul Aug 


Other Assets

Nov
Sep 


7/25/2012
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7/25/2012
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Out of ScopeOut of Scope
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report

6/30/2010



Information as of 6/29/10



Yesterday’s Activities Recap



Upcoming Activities



Key Results

Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


.
. 


None



Technical



Working



Groups



Field



Teams &



Ships



Location Data collected



Marine



Mammals/



Turtles



Aerial



Team



“primary oil spill



zone”



Provide



reconnaissance for



ground team



·Marine Mammal/Turtles Workshop in New Orleans June



30‐July 1.



Out of Scope and B5 deliberative


Out of Scope and B5 deliberative
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NOAA International Activities Report



June 30, 2010



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action



.
. 


Out of Scope
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NOAA External Affairs Activities Report

June 30, 2010



Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


.
. 


· Hurricane Issues Working Group met to discuss needs for



outreach along Gulf –team will need to work with other



agencies (FEMA and USCG) to try and develop additional Fact



Sheets.



·



· Meeting of leads for sections of the Gulf Outreach Plan on July 6
th



to discuss plans to address each stakeholder or area sector:



community meetings/leadership visits, commercial fishing, rec



fishing,  hurricane‐related issues, volunteer activity,



academic/research communities, community outreach orgs and



headquarters coordination.



· Working with Teachers at Sea program to develop plan to use



their network for both external outreach and school in reach



regarding NOAA’s role in the response in Gulf States.



N/A



Out of Scope


Document ID: 0.7.27.772.11







NOAA Data and Information Management Activities Report

June 30, 2010



Information as of June 30, 2010



Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


.
. 


Solicited input  from Science issue team on War Room Dashboard desktop prototype by



dashboard demonstration and discussion



Vice President and other VIPs were briefed on ERMA out of Area Command yesterday



Working with USCG to establish a formal process for data feed of BP data to



geoplatform.gov (public facing ERMA)



Developing Data and Information Management Strategic Plan



Ongoing stakeholder communications framework for War Room decision support project



Internal coordination for geoplatform and ERMA displays/presentations for ESRI Conference



in July



Developing PRFA Scope of Work for ERMA enhancements per USCG discussions



Working on Geoplatform.gov enhancements:



· Determining the best depiction of historic fish data points



· Coordinating with DOI on their request to add wetlands layer



· Working with EPA to add EPA’s sample data and locations



Data.gov site will be available at www.data.gov/restorethegulf‐‐ but will not go live until the



actual www.RestoreTheGulf.gov site goes live—Tentative live date is July 6



Determining Navy and NOAA data clearance/transparency policy consistency



Provided revised War Room Dashboard desktop prototype demonstration to War



Room and functional team leads



None 
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For Official Use Only



Priority Issues



Response Operation - Attached



Science -



o The Science Box, in collaboration with NOAA GC are working on a short policy document for

consideration with NOAA leadership regarding guidance on what activities NOAA scientists are allowed to

participate in and the level of Agency endorsement for those activities.  This document is in response to

at least two specific requests for guidance about NOAA-related DWH MC-252 activities.  Anticipate a

document for leadership review tomorrow



o Preliminary results: Scientists aboard the R/V Endeavor report elevated microbial activity (up to 10

times background rate) in surface waters in the vicinity of the well site.  It remains to be seen if such rates

apply to the deep waters



LMR -



Fisheries Closure



There was no change to the closed area for June 27, 2010.  The closed area remains at 78,597 sq mi

(203,564 sq km) and covers about 33% of the GOM EEZ.

Seafood Inspection

There are no updates for June 27, 2010.

Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding

The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map, dolphin stranding map, and large whale

stranding map are attached.



Out of Scope and B5 deliberative
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567 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 12 from June 26 report)

469 stranded (increase of 8 from June 26)

425 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 8 from June 26)

98 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 4 from June 26)

91 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 4 from June 26)

307 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 8 from June 26)

55 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 1 from June 26).

50 were dead stranded dolphins (increase of 1 from June 26)

11 full necropsies performed (increase of 2 from June 26, 1 of the carcasses to be necropsied moved to

this category)

Five of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or body and therefore were

classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to determine whether the three dead stranded

animals were externally oiled pre- or post-mortem.   All other necropsy findings are pending.The plan for

movement of northern Gulf of Mexico sea turtle nests to Atlantic Florida has been implemented, one early

season nest was moved; no additional nests will be affected for approximately 10-14 days.

A NOAA team from NMFS Protected Resources division and the NMFS Southeast Regional Office has

arrived in the Florida panhandle and Alabama to work with the local community on dolphin assessments

and information regarding impacts on dolphins from this event and has started an on water pilot project

for assessment of the health and behavior of dolphins in near shore areas as part of our pro-active

response efforts.

Plans for severe weather evacuations and personnel reporting are being finalized by the Wildlife Branch

and Unified Command.



NRDA - Attached



Assets and Platforms -

The following digital files are attached.  1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations

of assets.



Operational - No significant update



Regional - No significant update



Economics and Recovery - No significant update



Legislative/Intergovernmental Affairs - No significant update



External Engagement - No significant update



Data Information - No significant update



International Affairs - No significant update



Legal/GC - No significant update



Policy/Budget - No significant update
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For Internal Use DeepWater Horizon – MC252 June 27, 2010



1 For Internal Use



A considerable amount oil continued to wash ashore from the barrier islands of Mississippi &



Alabama to Gulf Shores, AL and Pensacola, FL. With the current forecasted E to SE winds the



coast from Freeport Florida to Mississippi is still at risk for impact from the onshore flow.



Although skimming efforts have increased off the northern Gulf coast, they can only recover a



small percentage of what is in the water. Other areas threatened by oil during this forecast period



– Chandeleur Islands, Breton & Chandeleur Sounds, Barataria & Terrebonne Bays and the



Mississippi Delta. According to overflight observations, there is still a lot of oil just offshore –



expect significant impacts during the next few days. Additionally, the higher seas predicted for



the next few days will decrease the availability of skimmers and burns to combat the spill. 



With more than 1 million gallons of dispersant applied during the response, a class action suit



has been filed against BP and NALCO over the use of dispersants in responding to this spill. A



copy has been sent to NOAA GC.



The Sea Turtle Late-Term Nest Collection and Hatchling Release Plan developed by the U.S.



Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA-Fisheries), and



the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC) received approval by the



response. According to the plan approximately 700 turtle nests (primarily Loggerhead) from



Alabama & the Florida panhandle will be relocated to the east coast of Florida close to the end of



their incubation cycle. This proposal is designed to maximize turtle hatchling survivability. 



Containment capacity expected to be 40,000 - 53,000 barrels/day by 30 June and



60,000 - 80,000 barrels/day by mid July.
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Update through June 26, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 Increase of 8 turtle strandings (3 dead in AL,3 dead in MS,, 2 dead in LA)



 Increase of 4 live oiled turtle recovered during directed capture surveys



 Increase of 1 dead dolphin stranding (1dead dolphin reported late on 25 June necropsied



by IMMS)



 Efforts continue within Unified Command to work through all logistics to place observers



on various clean up activities, including burns and skimmers, in a manner that ensures



observer safety, which is of paramount concern and must be addressed.



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



Sea Turtles



Total Turtle Numbers

567 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 12from June



26 report)



 469 stranded* (increase of 8 from June 26)



o 425 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 8 from June 26)



o 44 of the stranded were found alive (no change from June 26)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 26)



 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 26)



 36 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 26)



 98 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 4 from June 26)



o 91 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 4 from June 26)



o 4 turtles collected dead (no change from June 26)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 26)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 425 dead stranded, 4 dead directed capture, and 7 that died

in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 26)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 26)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from June 26)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 26)
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Update through June 26, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 307 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 8 from June



26)



 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis.  Further results are pending.



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 6 dead stranded sea



turtle and 6 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 86 live sea turtles and



3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1- June 26 is 213.



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically



stranding in the month of June (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

55 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 1 from June



26).



 50 were dead stranded* dolphins (increase of 1 from June 26)



 5 were live stranded dolphins (no change from June 26)



o 2 died shortly after stranding (no changefrom June 26)



o 1 euthanized upon stranding (no change from June 26)



o 1 stranded live and freed immediately  (no change from June 26)



o 1 live and in care (no change from June 26)



1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no



change from June 26)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR
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Update through June 26, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 50 dead stranded and 3 live stranded dolphins that died or

were euthanized):



 27 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 26)



 7 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



26)



 11 full necropsies performed (increase of 2 from June 26)



 5 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 26)



 3 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (decreaseof 1 from June 26)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 26)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



26)



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from June 26)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 26)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 26)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Five of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the three dead stranded animals were externally oiled pre- or post-



mortem.   All other necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 26 is 25.



 This is higher than the number of marine mammal strandings that have been documented



in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and



reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter



of 2010.



 The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in the month of



June (2003-2007) is as follows:
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Update through June 26, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 26 is 1.



 There are no records of stranded whales in the Gulf of Mexico for the month of June



(2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 The plan for movement of northern Gulf of Mexico sea turtle nests to Atlantic Florida has



been implemented, one early season nest was moved; no additional nests will be affected



for approximately 10-14 days.



 A NOAA team from PR and SERO has arrived in the Florida panhandle and Alabama to



work with the local community on dolphin assessments and information regarding



impacts on dolphins from this event and has started an on water pilot project for



assessment of the health and behavior of dolphins in near shore areas as part of our pro-



active response efforts.



 Plans for severe weather evacuations and personnel reporting are being finalized by the



Wildlife Branch and Unified Command.
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Defined Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



1)   Visibly Oiled



a. Evidence of external oiling (live or dead animals); or



b. Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity, nares or blowhole (live or dead animals); or



c. Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in esophagus, gastrointestinal tract and/or respiratory tract (dead animals).



2)   Not Visibly Oiled: Do not meet criteria above. Note not visibly oiled does not imply cause of death nor whether this event



impacted the animal.



Procedures for Determining Oiling Status in Marine Mammals or Sea Turtles



1)   Upon report of stranded animal, designated members of the Wildlife Branch (trained to appropriate evidence collection and



Chain of Custody procedure) will be dispatched to the site for initial evaluation.



2)   All animals within the “designated spill area” will be immediately externally evaluated, sampled, and photographed following



NOAA’s “Marine Mammal Oil Spill Response Guidelines” or the established “Sea Turtle MS 252 Response Guidelines”.



a.     All animals within a specified distance that affected mammals or turtles may travel or float after being affected



(distance to be determined upon daily consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit) will



be immediately externally evaluated and, if suspicious, will be externally sampled.



b.     Those animals not within or adjacent to the “designated spill area” should not  be considered as part of this spill and



not be accounted for in the spill documentation (but standard stranding procedures should be followed).



3)   All stranded animals will be grossly evaluated by necropsy (cetacea at site of stranding, at the primary care facility, or at a pre-



determined necropsy site if logistically feasible, sea turtles at the primary care facility or at a designated remote pathology



center).



a.     For certain carcasses, such as turtles with open coelomic cavities or dolphins in advanced state of decomposition and



no intact GI tract, it may not be possible to pathologically determine cause of death or pathologies and collect useable



tissues. The sampling of these animals will be for the presence of external oil only.



4)   Oiling status will be determined based on external and internal gross evaluation. NOTE THAT THE DETERMINATION OF OILING



STATUS DOES NOT ESTABLISH SUB-APPARENT OIL EXPOSURE OR THE CAUSE OF DEATH. In fact, some gross pathological changes,



such as respiratory damage or significant irritation to ocular tissues or mucous membranes, can be associated with oil exposure.



The determination of these types of impacts must come from further evaluation of the samples and other evidence, such as



histopathological evaluation of tissues and/or PAH analysis of the biological samples.
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Summary Totals



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 1 31 0 32 Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 0 2 0 2 8 2 14



16-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-Jun-10 1 0 0 0 0 0 1



18-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-Jun-10 0 1 0 0 0 1 2



20-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 1 0 1



21-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



23-Jun-10 1 0 0 0 1 0 2



24-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



25-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 2 1 3



26-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 2 3 0 3 43 4 55



Species Total 


TOTAL Dolphins



Live 


b. Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity, nares or blowhole (live or dead



animals); or



55



Defined Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



c. Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in esophagus, gastrointestinal tract and/or



respiratory tract (dead animals).



Date



Totals



4)   Oiling status will be determined based on external and internal gross evaluation. NOTE THAT THE



DETERMINATION OF OILING STATUS DOES NOT ESTABLISH SUB-APPARENT OIL EXPOSURE OR THE



CAUSE OF DEATH. In fact, some gross pathological changes, such as respiratory damage or significant



irritation to ocular tissues or mucous membranes, can be associated with oil exposure. The



determination of these types of impacts must come from further evaluation of the samples and



other evidence, such as histopathological evaluation of tissues and/or PAH analysis of the biological



Procedures for Determining Oiling Status in Marine Mammals or Sea Turtles

1)   Upon report of stranded animal, designated members of the Wildlife Branch (trained to



appropriate evidence collection and Chain of Custody procedure) will be dispatched to the site for



initial evaluation.
2)   All animals within the “designated spill area” will be immediately externally evaluated, sampled,



and photographed following NOAA’s “Marine Mammal Oil Spill Response Guidelines” or the



established “Sea Turtle MS 252 Response Guidelines”.



a.     For certain carcasses, such as turtles with open coelomic cavities or dolphins in advanced



state of decomposition and no intact GI tract, it may not be possible to pathologically



determine cause of death or pathologies and collect useable tissues. The sampling of these



animals will be for the presence of external oil only.



3)   All stranded animals will be grossly evaluated by necropsy (cetacea at site of stranding, at the



primary care facility, or at a pre-determined necropsy site if logistically feasible, sea turtles at the



primary care facility or at a designated remote pathology center).



a.     All animals within a specified distance that affected mammals or turtles may travel or



float after being affected (distance to be determined upon daily consultation with the Envt



Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit) will be immediately externally evaluated



and, if suspicious, will be externally sampled.



b.     Those animals not within or adjacent to the “designated spill area” should not  be



considered as part of this spill and not be accounted for in the spill documentation (but



standard stranding procedures should be followed).



Dead



a. Evidence of external oiling (live or dead animals); or



1)   Visibly Oiled



2)   Not Visibly Oiled: Do not meet criteria above. Note not visibly oiled does not imply cause of



death nor whether this event impacted the animal.
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Summary Totals



Visibly



Oiled



Not Visibly



Oiled 
Pending 


Visibly



Oiled



Not Visibly



Oiled 
Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 0 0 0 0 0 1 1



16-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



20-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



21-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



23-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



24-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



25-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



26-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 1 1



Species Total 


TOTAL Whales



Live Dead



a.     All animals within a specified distance that affected mammals or turtles may travel or



float after being affected (distance to be determined upon daily consultation with the Envt



Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit) will be immediately externally



evaluated and, if suspicious, will be externally sampled.



b.     Those animals not within or adjacent to the “designated spill area” should not  be



considered as part of this spill and not be accounted for in the spill documentation (but



standard stranding procedures should be followed).



1)   Upon report of stranded animal, designated members of the Wildlife Branch (trained to



appropriate evidence collection and Chain of Custody procedure) will be dispatched to the site for



initial evaluation.



b. Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity, nares or blowhole (live or



dead animals); or

c. Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in esophagus, gastrointestinal tract and/or



respiratory tract (dead animals).



2)   Not Visibly Oiled: Do not meet criteria above. Note not visibly oiled does not imply cause of



death nor whether this event impacted the animal.



1)   Visibly Oiled



a. Evidence of external oiling (live or dead animals); or



4)   Oiling status will be determined based on external and internal gross evaluation. NOTE THAT



THE DETERMINATION OF OILING STATUS DOES NOT ESTABLISH SUB-APPARENT OIL EXPOSURE OR



THE CAUSE OF DEATH. In fact, some gross pathological changes, such as respiratory damage or



significant irritation to ocular tissues or mucous membranes, can be associated with oil exposure.



The determination of these types of impacts must come from further evaluation of the samples and



other evidence, such as histopathological evaluation of tissues and/or PAH analysis of the biological



3)   All stranded animals will be grossly evaluated by necropsy (cetacea at site of stranding, at the



primary care facility, or at a pre-determined necropsy site if logistically feasible, sea turtles at the



primary care facility or at a designated remote pathology center).



Procedures for Determining Oiling Status in Marine Mammals or Sea Turtles



Date



Totals



1



a.     For certain carcasses, such as turtles with open coelomic cavities or dolphins in



advanced state of decomposition and no intact GI tract, it may not be possible to



pathologically determine cause of death or pathologies and collect useable tissues. The



sampling of these animals will be for the presence of external oil only.



2)   All animals within the “designated spill area” will be immediately externally evaluated, sampled,



and photographed following NOAA’s “Marine Mammal Oil Spill Response Guidelines” or the



established “Sea Turtle MS 252 Response Guidelines”.



Defined Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill
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Summary Totals



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 2 17 0 1 82 153 10 0 0 0 0 0 265



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 3 9 2 3 0 111 53 0 0 3 0 0 184



16-Jun-10 1 0 0 1 0 5 6 0 0 0 0 0 13



17-Jun-10 0 3 0 0 0 6 9



18-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 8 1 0 0 0 0 0 9



19-Jun-10 0 1 0 0 0 7 6 0 0 0 0 0 14



20-Jun-10 0 4 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 1 11



21-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 13 2 8 0 0 0 0 23



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 7



23-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4



24-Jun-10 0 1 0 1 0 5 3 0 0 0 0 0 10



25-Jun-10 0 1 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 6



26-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 8 4 0 0 0 0 0 12



Category Totals 6 36 2 6 82 337 86 8 0 3 0 1 567



Species Total 


TOTAL Turtles



Live Directed Captures 


a. Evidence of external oiling (live or dead animals); or



c. Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in esophagus, gastrointestinal tract and/or respiratory tract (dead animals).



1)   Upon report of stranded animal, designated members of the Wildlife Branch (trained to appropriate evidence collection and Chain of



Custody procedure) will be dispatched to the site for initial evaluation.



Dead Directed Captures



567



b. Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity, nares or blowhole (live or dead animals); or



3)   All stranded animals will be grossly evaluated by necropsy (cetacea at site of stranding, at the primary care facility, or at a pre-



determined necropsy site if logistically feasible, sea turtles at the primary care facility or at a designated remote pathology center).



b.     Those animals not within or adjacent to the “designated spill area” should not  be considered as part of this spill and not be



accounted for in the spill documentation (but standard stranding procedures should be followed).



a.     All animals within a specified distance that affected mammals or turtles may travel or float after being affected (distance to be



determined upon daily consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit) will be immediately



externally evaluated and, if suspicious, will be externally sampled.



Defined Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



1)   Visibly Oiled



Date



Totals



Dead Strandings
Live Strandings 


2)   Not Visibly Oiled: Do not meet criteria above. Note not visibly oiled does not imply cause of death nor whether this event impacted



the animal.



a.     For certain carcasses, such as turtles with open coelomic cavities or dolphins in advanced state of decomposition and no intact



GI tract, it may not be possible to pathologically determine cause of death or pathologies and collect useable tissues. The sampling



of these animals will be for the presence of external oil only.



4)   Oiling status will be determined based on external and internal gross evaluation. NOTE THAT THE DETERMINATION OF OILING STATUS



DOES NOT ESTABLISH SUB-APPARENT OIL EXPOSURE OR THE CAUSE OF DEATH. In fact, some gross pathological changes, such as



respiratory damage or significant irritation to ocular tissues or mucous membranes, can be associated with oil exposure. The



determination of these types of impacts must come from further evaluation of the samples and other evidence, such as histopathological



evaluation of tissues and/or PAH analysis of the biological samples.



Procedures for Determining Oiling Status in Marine Mammals or Sea Turtles



2)   All animals within the “designated spill area” will be immediately externally evaluated, sampled, and photographed following NOAA’s



“Marine Mammal Oil Spill Response Guidelines” or the established “Sea Turtle MS 252 Response Guidelines”.
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Status Summary



Total Verified Dolphins 55



   Total dead stranded dolphins 50



   Total live dolphins currently in rehabilitation 1



   Total live dolphins stranded that died in care 3



   Total live released dolphins 1



Dolphin Necropsy Status



   Number collected and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 27



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 7



   Number of full necropsies performed 11



   Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover



5



 Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 3



Total Verified Whales
 1



   Total dead stranded whales 1



   Total live whales currently in rehabilitation 0



   Total live whales stranded that died in care 0



   Total live released whales 0



Whale Necropsy Status



   Number collected and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 0



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



   Number of full necropsies performed 0



   Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover 1



   Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 0



Total Verified Turtles
 567



   Total turtles found dead 429



   Total live turtles currently in rehabilitation 127



   Total live turtles that died in rehabilitation 7



   Total live turtles released 4



Turtle Necropsy Status



   Number collected and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 7



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



   Number of full necropsies performed 59



   Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover 46



   Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 307



Dolphin Status



Turtle Status



Whale Status
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Dolphins



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 1 31 0 32



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 0 2 0 2 8 2 14



16-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-Jun-10 1 0 0 0 0 0 1



18-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-Jun-10 0 1 0 0 0 1 2



20-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 1 0 1



21-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



23-Jun-10 1 0 0 0 1 0 2



24-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



25-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 2 1 3



26-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 2 3 0 3 43 4 55



Species Total 


Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1



16-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1



20-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0



21-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



23-Jun-10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



24-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



25-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



26-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 10 2



Species Total 


Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 1 20 0



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 6 0



16-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-Jun-10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0



20-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



21-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



23-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0



24-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



25-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 0



26-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 1 0 0 0 3 2 0 1 0 2 29 0



Species Total 


Date



Totals



TOTAL Dolphins



Live Dead



55



Dolphins - LOUISIANA



Dolphins - FLORIDA



Live Dead



4 


Dolphins - ALABAMA 


Dolphins - MISSISSIPPI



Live Dead



13



Live Dead



32
6 


Live Dead 
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Whales



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 0 0 0 0 0 1 1



16-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



20-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



21-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



23-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



24-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



25-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



26-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 1 1



Species Group Total 


Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Visibl



y



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



20-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



21-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



23-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



24-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



25-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



26-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Visibl



y



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



16-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



20-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



21-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



23-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



24-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



25-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



26-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 0 0 0 0 0 1



16-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



18-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



19-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



20-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



21-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



23-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



24-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



25-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



26-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 1



Species Total 


Live Dead



Whales - Off-Shore



Live Dead



0 


Dead 


Date



Totals



Live Dead 


1



TOTAL Whales



Live Dead



Whales - FLORIDA Whales - MISSISSIPPI



Live Dead



1



0



0
0



Whales - ALABAMA



Live



Whales - LOUISIANA
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Turtles



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31



May 2 17 0 1 82 153 10 0 0 0 0 0 265



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 3 9 2 3 0 111 53 0 0 3 0 0 184



16-Jun-10 1 0 0 1 0 5 6 0 0 0 0 0 13



17-Jun-10 0 3 0 0 0 6 9



18-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 8 1 0 0 0 0 0 9



19-Jun-10 0 1 0 0 0 7 6 0 0 0 0 0 14



20-Jun-10 0 4 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 1 11



21-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 13 2 8 0 0 0 0 23



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 7



23-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4



24-Jun-10 0 1 0 1 0 5 3 0 0 0 0 0 10



25-Jun-10 0 1 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 6



26-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 8 4 0 0 0 0 0 12



Category Totals 6 36 2 6 82 337 86 8 0 3 0 1 567



Species Total 


Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31



May 0 4 0 0 0 27 0 9 0 0 75 22



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 1 3 1 0 0 10 0 4 1 0 0 77



16-Jun-10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5



17-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 3



18-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 4



19-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 4



20-Jun-10 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 4



21-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 3



23-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3



24-Jun-10 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3



25-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2



26-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3



TOTALS 2 9 1 0 0 43 0 21 1 0 75 143



Species Total 


Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31



May 0 2 0 0 5 43 2 2 0 1 2 61



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 2 0 0 0 0 9 0 2 0 3 0 15



16-Jun-10 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



17-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2



18-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2



19-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1



20-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0



21-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



23-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0



24-Jun-10 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1



25-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1



26-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 2



TOTALS 2 2 0 2 5 65 2 4 0 4 2 86



Species Total 


Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31



May 10 0 0 0 0 0



Subtotal 1 Jun-15 Jun 53 0 0 3 0 0



16-Jun-10 6 0 0 0 0 0



17-Jun-10



18-Jun-10 1 0 0 0 0 0



19-Jun-10 6 0 0 0 0 0



20-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 1



21-Jun-10 2 8 0 0 0 0



22-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



23-Jun-10 0 0 0 0 0 0



24-Jun-10 3 0 0 0 0 0



25-Jun-10 1 0 0 0 0 0



26-Jun-10 4 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 86 8 0 3 0 1



Species Total 98



240



Turtles - LOUISIANA



Live Dead



98



Dead Strandings



76 


Turtles - ALABAMA



Live Dead



Turtles - MISSISSIPPI



Live Dead



Turtles - Dedicated On-Water Turtle Surveys



Live Dead



55



Dead



Date



Totals



Live Strandings 


TOTAL Turtles



Live Directed Captures 


Turtles - FLORIDA



Live 


Dead Directed Captures



567
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 27 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 Maintenance, Boulder, CO



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Adak, AK



N57 Twin Otter No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB (Repo to Mobile for DWH 6/28)



N68 King Air Coastal mapping, Bangor, ME



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68



N46



N57



N43



N56



N45



N48 
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 27 JUN 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF



PC 
DE



RB



TJ



GU



R2 


ID
 Status Today



DE
 Underway on DWH seafood safety survey.  Arrival 7/2 TBD



TJ
 Touch and Go in Pascagoula, MS 6/27 for personnel/logistics. ETA Key



West, FL 7/2



HB
 Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF
 Underway  enroute Miami Beach, FL. ETA 6/28, staging 6/29. ETD 6/30



for DWH Loop Current characterization.



RB Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU

Alongside Pascagoula, MS. ETD 6/29 to resume DWH marine mammal



survey.



PC
 Underway for scheduled reef fish project under DWH tasking. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 7/2



R2 Underway for DWH shrimp trawls/plankton survey (approx 4-5 days). 



ETA Galveston, TX 6/30.



IDS Status Today



FA
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/2 Seattle, WA



SH
 Underway on scheduled project



MF
 Scheduled departure from Seattle delayed due to mechanical problems.



Revised departure time TBD.



DY
 Alongside Dutch Harbor, AK. Departure 6/27 on scheduled project



HA
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Fleet Inspection 06/28



M2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/4 San Francisco, CA



SE
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 on scheduled project



KA
 Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 on scheduled project



RA Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Bitung, Indonesia



DY 


HA 


RA 


KA



DJ

MF



M2 


SE 
Hawaii 


Dutch Harbor, AK



FA



EX

Indonesia 


SH 
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NOAA Chartered Ship Positions



As of 26 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BR F/V Beau Rivage Chartered by NMFS - collected samples for seafood safety analysis.  In Pascagoula, MS as of 04 JUN.



JF R/V Jack Fitz In Houma, LA.  CSA International vessel funded by NRDA.  TBD.



GY R/V Gandy Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



CA R/V Caretta DHW began 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



HB R/V Harold B Alongside in Port Fouchon for yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City. 



PE R/V Pelican In port.



HB



CA 


GY
JF 


BR



PE
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Assets
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Daily+Vessel+Call+Notes
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report - June 26 2010

(Reporting Activities from June 25, 2010)



 Technical Working Group Updates



Out of Scope and B5 deliberative
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Marine Mammals: Nothing new to report. Marine Mammal survey team aboard Gordon Gunter



is underway on a sperm whale preassessment survey.



Fish:  Work continues on developing protocols for deploying horizontal and vertical sentinels in



shallow-water to detect subsurface oil.  Work today focused on areas around Horne Island off



Mississippi Sound.  This work will soon be coordinated with the SAV team.



 Mammals/Turtles: nothing new to report today.



Out of Scope and B5 deliberative
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For Official Use Only



Priority Issues



For immediate attention (M. Spring, email : 6/27, 2:07PM)

"All,  Dr. Lubchenco has been invited to travel to the Gulf with the VP on Tuesday. I am assuming we will

make this work.



Here is the notional agenda:

After flying to New Orleans, the VP begins with a briefing by Admiral Allen and Secretary Mabus at Unified

Area Command followed by a discussion with area fishermen and business owners at a recently closed

seafood distributor outside New Orleans.

The VP will then fly to Pensacola, Florida to survey cleanup efforts on the water at Bayou Chico staging

area before departing the region.

We'll get more information from their team shortly and will forward as we go.

We will need to brief her so wanted Dave Kennedy to start working with the DWH team leads on what she

will need to know given this agenda.

Dave, please connect with Bill Conner and Eric Schwaab as this past week they answered questions by

the VP staff  on trajectories and fisheries questions.

Thanks! Margaret"



Response Operation - Attached



Science -


o The Science Box, in collaboration with NOAA GC are working on a short policy document for

consideration with NOAA leadership regarding guidance on what activities NOAA scientists are allowed to

participate in and the level of Agency endorsement for those activities.  This document is in response to at

least two specific requests for guidance about NOAA-related DWH MC-252 activities.  Anticipate a

document for leadership review tomorrow



o Preliminary results: Scientists aboard the R/V Endeavor report elevated microbial activity (up to 10 times

background rate) in surface waters in the vicinity of the well site.  It remains to be seen if such rates apply

to the deep waters



LMR -



Fisheries Closure



There was no change to the closed area for June 27, 2010.  The closed area remains at 78,597 sq mi

(203,564 sq km) and covers about 33% of the GOM EEZ.

Seafood Inspection

There are no updates for June 27, 2010.

Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding

The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map, dolphin stranding map, and large whale

stranding map are attached.

567 total sea turtles verified to date within the designated spill area (increase of 12 from June 26

report)

469 stranded (increase of 8 from June 26)

425 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 8 from June 26)

98 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 4 from June 26)

91 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 4 from June 26)

307 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 8 from June 26)

55 dolphins have been verified to date within the designated spill area (increase of 1 from June 26).
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50 were dead stranded dolphins (increase of 1 from June 26)

11 full necropsies performed (increase of 2 from June 26, 1 of the carcasses to be necropsied moved to

this category)

Five of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or body and therefore were

classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to determine whether the three dead stranded

animals were externally oiled pre- or post-mortem.   All other necropsy findings are pending.

The plan for movement of northern Gulf of Mexico sea turtle nests to Atlantic Florida has been

implemented, one early season nest was moved; no additional nests will be affected for approximately 10-
14 days.

A NOAA team from NMFS Protected Resources division and the NMFS Southeast Regional Office has

arrived in the Florida panhandle and Alabama to work with the local community on dolphin assessments

and information regarding impacts on dolphins from this event and has started an on water pilot project for

assessment of the health and behavior of dolphins in near shore areas as part of our pro-active response

efforts.

Plans for severe weather evacuations and personnel reporting are being finalized by the Wildlife Branch

and Unified Command.



NRDA - Attached



Assets and Platforms -

The following digital files are attached.  1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations

of assets.

       

Operational - No significant update



Regional - No significant update



Economics and Recovery - No significant update



Legislative/Intergovernmental Affairs - No significant update



External Engagement - No significant update



Data Information - No significant update



International Affairs - No significant update



Legal/GC - No significant update



Policy/Budget - No significant update
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Received(Date): Wed, 16 Jun 2010 17:38:47 -0400

From: "Jen.Pizza" <Jen.Pizza@noaa.gov>

Subject: 6.16.2010 DWH ACTIONs and UPDATES

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

MMST Health and Stranding Update 06-15-10.doc

NOAA PA Daily Media Tracking Report - NOS 06-16-10.xls

OMAO_Assets_Gantt_Chart_061610.xlsx

Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule 061610.doc

NRDA Activities Report_6_16_10.doc



PRIORITY 



RESPONSE



OPERATIONS -



NIC/ICC/NRT



 Source Control: 



o Top Hat still listing at approximately 12 degrees ; 1 vent valve



closed, but plan to start closing these valves today.



o Q-4000 (choke line) flaring operations in progress at 2,387 bbls/day



increasing to 5,000 bbls/day this afternoon; goal of 10,000 bbls by



tomorrow night.



· EPA Air monitoring:  Air monitoring teams active near Long Beach,



MS; Orange Beach, AL; and Pensacola, FL to address odor complaints



NRT – No report



NIC Activities



· Mass Balance:  Additional discussions about Mass Balance/Oil



Budget (MB/OB) with USGS and USCG. There are questions about



whether the pressure gauges are functioning properly and/or measuring



what they are assumed to. This may impact the high end of the flow



estimate, seeking resolution for the pressure measurements before more



detailed MB/OB can be produced.



· Eastern Senators:  NIC asked to coordinate a response to the letter



from the East coast Senators with NOAA. NIC contacts sent to David



Holst who is putting together the NOAA response.



· IATAP:  IATAP activities are picking up. Phase 2 - a more detailed



technical review of proposals - will probably require additional NOAA



staff including a Contracting Officer to coordinate interaction with the



Broad Agency Advertisement (BAA) from USCG.



SCIENCE Please see attached



   * NOAA Science briefing for tomorrow June 17th



   * Full report on P-3 air quality data (briefed in slides)



   * OMAO asset reports
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LMR Fisheries Closure



    * There was a modification to the closed area in the Gulf of Mexico



EEZ for June 16, 2010.



          o Today's modification extends the northeastern closure



boundary eastward to Panama City, Florida, to encompass the projected



path of oil illustrated in the 72-hour trajectory.



          o The closure measures 80,806 sq mi (209,286 sq km) and covers



about 33% of the GOM EEZ, compared to the June 7 closure



comprising 78,264 sq mi (202,703 sq km), or about 32% of the GOM



EEZ.



          o The map of today's closed area and an overlay map with the



previous closure and today's modification are attached.



    * Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries announced the



following opening to recreational and commercial fishing in portions of



inside waters and the territorial seas east of the Mississippi River in St.



Bernard Parish effective June 15, 2010. This area was originally closed



due to precautionary measures. The most recent information from



shoreline cleanup assessment teams indicates no oil in these areas.



          o The portion of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds as described by



the double rig line in LA R.S.56 495.1 and state outside waters seaward



of the inside/outside shrimp line north of 29 degrees 37 minutes 54



seconds north latitude will open to recreational and commercial fishing



with the exception of the following areas which shall remain closed to



recreational and commercial fishing:



          o Those inside and outside state waters bounded on the north by



30 degrees 01 minutes 00 seconds north latitude and on the south by 29



degrees 43 minutes 58 seconds north latitude from the Louisiana



territorial sea boundary westward to 88 degrees 55 minutes 14.6



seconds west longitude.



          o The portion of inside waters extending north of Martin Island



at 29 degrees 57 minutes 29.6 seconds north latitude and south of Isle



au Pitre at 30 degrees 09 minutes 20.5 seconds north latitude from 89



degrees 7 minutes 00 seconds west longitude westward to 89 degrees



15 minutes 30 seconds west longitude.
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LMR (2) Seafood Inspection



    * Fisheries has had initial discussions with FDA on the hot line for



the public to obtain information on closings and to report oiled fish.



Marine Mammals and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding



    * 449 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill



area” (increase of 19 from June 14 report)



          o 383 stranded (increase of 12 from June 14)



                + 350 of the stranded were found dead (net increase of 12



from June 14)



                + 33 of the stranded were found alive (no change from June



14)



                + 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June



14)



                + 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 14)



                + 25 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 14)



          o 66 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts



(increase of 7 from June 14)



                + 60 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 7 from June 14)



                + 3 turtles collected dead (no change from June 14)



                + 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 14)



                + 231 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage



warrants (increase of 12 from June 14)



        * To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally



on 4 dead stranded sea turtle and 5 live stranded turtles (2 of which



were caught in skimming operations).



        * To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally



on 63 live sea turtles and 3 dead sea turtle captured during directed



turtle surveys.



    * 45 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill



area” (increase of 2 from June 14).



          o 43 were dead stranded dolphins (increase of 2 from June 14)



          o 10 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or



autolysis) (increase of 2 from June 14)



    * Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded)



          o 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of



decomposition or unable to recover (increase of 1 from June 14)



                + The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



    * The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map,



dolphin stranding map, and whale stranding map are attached
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NRDA 1. Technical Working Group Updates



Shoreline:  Forensic oil sampling occurred in West-South Terrebonne



Bay and West-Northwest Terrebonne.  Four teams went out in the field



to complete pre-assessment shoreline surveys at Pelican Island,



Laneaux Island, Bastion Bay, Bay Baptiste, Whiskey Island and Point



Chenier/Bay Island.  Team summaries below:



Team 1 Shoreline pre-assessment from Myrtle Grove to Wilkinson Bay



near Saint Mary’s Point.  Vegetation oiled within areas without



previous SCAT data and with previous SCAT data; condition varied



between no visible vegetation oiling to a solid band of oil several feet



into the marsh.  Oiling within the water was predominately silver sheen



with some sheening from oiled vegetation.



Team 2 No report



Team 3 Assessed shoreline of Whiskey Island.  Waypoint and tracklog



data, photographs and data sheets were collected from 7 (070-076)



waypoints during the day’s field effort.   Waypoints were collected



starting near the center and collecting points toward the easternmost



limits of SCAT oil mapping data in the area.  We finished by



progressing in a westward direction back toward the center of Whiskey



Island.  SCAT data listed the entire shoreline as lightly oiled; however,



surveys found the oiling to be very lightly with scattered tar balls. 



Team 3 reported in to NOAA Command Center before departing from



the ramp, at mid-day and again upon returning to the boat ramp at



1415.  There were no interactions or problems during the field effort.



Team 4 –assessed the northern and south eastern portions of the Bassa



Bassa (Saturday Island).   Areas with direct exposure to the Gulf of



Mexico (southeast side) tended to have more oiling.  Protected



shorelines (northern) tended to have less oiling.  The northern side of



the island was shown on the SCAT maps to be ‘No Oil’ (blue) but we



found light oil consistently along this marsh.  On the Gulf side (SE



side) with the direct exposure, the SCAT maps showed the shore to be



very lightly oiled. The team found this to be moderate at the northern



end, and light to moderate along the middle to southern end.



Sample Intake Teams – Samples processed at shoreline as of 6/15/10:
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NRDA (2) Chain of Custody data packages processed:  265



Number of Bottles Received:  3158



Chemistry:   As of June 15th, approximately 4600 samples have been



collected to support NRDA baseline and pre-assessment data



collection.  This total consists of approximately 70% water samples,



20% sediment samples, and 5% or less of tissue, oil (tarballs), oil on



water product, and dispersant. 



Water Column: NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard 2



vessels.



NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard two vessels:



· Brooks McCall: Conducting deep water sampling 2.5 km northwest



of wellhead, moving southwest.



· Jack Fitz: Returned to port due to mechanical problems on 6/14.



Scheduled to depart again on 6/17



· Ocean Veritas: Deep water sampling 5km W of wellhead. Altering



plans to 2km SW of wellhead if no signals. 



· Thomas Jefferson: Scheduled to depart today. May rendezvous with



Jack Fitz on 6/19 for combined survey operations.  Awaiting final



decision on rendezvous plan.



Human Use:  Conducted boat ramp counts at 4 ramps in Central FL, 1



in FL Keys, 3 in Western FL, 4 in LA. Shore counts and intercepts in



AL.



SAV:   Currently identifying long-term sampling dates and sites for



injury assessment phase. 



Marine Mammals/Turtles:  Marine Mammal survey team aboard



Gordon Gunter is underway on a sperm whale preassessment survey. 



ASSETS AND



PLATFORMS



The following digital files are attached.  Information is current as of



Date Time Group in subject line.



  1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations of



assets.



  2. OMAO Assets Excel Gantt Chart showing projects assigned to each



asset.



  3. Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule Word document



     identifying impacts to NOAA projects should OMAO assets be



tasked.



REGIONAL no update
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LEGISLATIVE /



INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS



Conference Call for Interested Congressional Members and Staff and



Intergovernmental Officials on the GeoPlatform.gov Site



    * Offered an overview of the GeoPlatform.gov website to



Congressional, State, and Local offices



    * Highlighted the site's capabilities and provided an opportunity for



the participants to learn more



    * Staff with NOAA's Office of Response and Restoration presented



    * Staff with the House Natural Resources Committee, Senate



Commerce Committee, and Staff for Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R-9th, FL)



participated



COMMS / PUBLIC



AFFAIRS



*Planning counter points ahead of CBS story about slow fed response



to help Key West prepare.



*Planning media rollouts on long-term movement of oil and seafood



safety for Dr. L to announce in Gulf on Mon. / Tues.



EXTERNAL



ENGAGEMENT



*Interactions:*



 Telecon with White House Public Engagement/CEQ/federal agencies



for updates.



o Informed them that Buck Sutter will participate in the Friday White



House/interagency/NGO call.



o Briefed them on intent to work with FEMA on additional hurricane



preparedness and response outreach along Gulf coast



· Requests for speakers with the following groups need to be



confirmed:



o GNODRP Meeting – New Orleans, LA – June 23, 2010 at 0:00 AM



at 1717 Tchoupitoulas Street



o Jackson County Republican Women's Group - Pascagoula, MS - July



12 at the Grand Magnolia Suites and Ballroom



o Kiwanis Club - Loc: TBD - July 14, 2010



· Working with OR&R to schedule a Geoplatform.gov WebEX with



NGOs



· NOAA 101 Presentation in development through NOAA COMs,



External Affairs and Policy Office to assist with speaker requests that



are coming in from local rotary clubs, chambers of commerce, etc.



*Complaint Emails:*



· External Affairs has received 3 e-mails in the past 24 hours. We've



responded to two of them. Topics included concerns about dispersant



use and a cleanup vessel incident.**



*Mass Notifications:*



· E-mailed updated fishery closure information to national constituent



lists**
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DATA INFORMATION nothing new to report.



report from 6.15.2010



Public use of www.geoplatform.gov/gulfresponse continues to increase



(3.4 million visitors yesterday)



-Provided overview of geoplatform.gov to DHS-OMB DWH Integrated



Services Team, and demo being scheduled to Team for next Tuesday.



-DHS standing up new Unified Command .gov site by this weekend,



and working with DHS on data migration plans.



-All NOAA Line Offices, NOAA GC and NOAA OCIO met with DOJ



legal staff to discuss issues related to the  preservation of records,



identification of systems, and collection of data with regard to the



DWH Litigation Hold.  NOAA will provide DOJ with a draft template



of the descriptive information needed to identify NOAA systems on



which DWH data is being held and preserved.  Once the template is



agreed to between DOJ and NOAA, a data call will be issued from the



NOAA CIO Office.



-No update from EPA on air/water quality availability for public



ERMA application; DHS and NOAA inquiring







IA/ INTERNATIONAL



AFFAIRS



1. The Cuba Desk at State Department is hosting a large delegation on



Friday.  The Desk anticipates the oil spill will be raised.  OIA provided



comments on their talking points and responses to questions.



2. Awaiting JIC clearance on Bahamas responses.  State is pushing also



since it was hoped that the responses could be provided last week.



3. Provided update to State on National Hurricane Center’s latest



projection of the probability that a low pressure system in the Atlantic



could develop into a tropical cyclone in the next 48 hours (probability



decreased from 40% to 10%)



4. Provided comments to Embassy Nassau on draft cable for the video



conference earlier this month.



5. Forwarded to State information on arrangements and



accommodations needed to host a visit of a Bahamian scientist to



Seattle to interact with NOAA modelers.  Due to timing (30 days prior



notice) of request for foreign visit form, mid-July is the earliest time



frame to consider.  



6. ICC Tasker #179:  Dr. Lubchenco delegated a meeting with Dr.



Alvarez (Mexico) to Dr. Robinson.  Dr. Robinson has Dr. Alvarez’



contact information to make arrangements.  Recommend closing



Tasker.   



LEGAL / GC no update



POLICY / BUDGET no update
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Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 The NOAA Ship Pisces reported a dead 25 ft sperm whale located 150 miles due south of



Pascagoula, MS.  The whale was decomposed and heavily scavenged by sharks.  There



was no oil in the vicinity. The whale was photodocumented, sampled (skin/blubber,



external swab), and marked with blue paint to reduce resighting/resampling.



 Increase of 12 turtle strandings (1 dead in FL, 1 dead in MS, and 2 dead in LA from June



15; 8 dead reported from previous days)



 Increase of 7 live oiled turtles captured during directed on-water search efforts



 Increase of 2 dolphin strandings (1 dead in MS, 1 dead in AL)



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



Sea Turtles

Total Turtle Numbers

449 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 19 from June



14 report)



 383 stranded* (increase of 12 from June 14)



o 350 of the stranded were found dead (net increase of 12 from June 14)



o 33 of the stranded were found alive (no change from June 14)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 14)



 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 14)



 25 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 14)



 66 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 7 from June 14)



o 60 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 7 from June 14)



o 3 turtles collected dead (no change from June 14)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 14)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 350 dead stranded, 3 dead directed capture and 7 that died

in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 14)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 14)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from June 14)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 14)
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 231 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 12 from June



14)



 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis.  Further results are pending.



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 4 dead stranded sea



turtle and 5 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 63 live sea turtles and



3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1-15 is 128. 



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically



stranding in the month of June (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

45 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 2 from June



14).



 43 were dead stranded* dolphins (increase of 2 from June 14)



 2 were live stranded dolphins, one of which that died shortly after stranding, one that was



euthanized upon stranding (no change from June 14)



1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area”



(increase of 1 from June 14)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the
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jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 43 dead stranded and 2 live stranded dolphins that died or

were euthanized):



 15 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 14)



 10 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (increase of 2 from



June 14)



 6 full necropsies performed (no change from June 14)



 11 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable



to recover (no change from June 14)



 3 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 14)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 14)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



14)



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from June 14)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (increase of 1 from June 14)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 14)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Two of the verified dolphins have evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the animal was externally oiled pre- or post-mortem.   All other



necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 15 is 14.



 This is higher than the number of marine mammal strandings that have been documented



in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and



reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter



of 2010.



 The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in the month of



June (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins
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o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 15 is 1.



 There are no records of stranded whales in the Gulf of Mexico for the month of June



(2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 The directed turtle survey managed by the Marine Mammal/Sea Turtle Unit was on the



water today (see results above) and will be on the water again Wednesday June 16.
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MEDIA OUTLET



TELEPHONE NUMBER/



CONTACT VIA EMAIL
 QUESTIONS/REQUEST 


ACTION TAKEN/ANSWER TO



QUESTION (Note who



responded)



ROUTINE OR URGENT, IF



URGENT EXPLAIN WHY



Hannah Devlin, The Times



(London) hannah.devlin@the-times.co.uk



Wanted to know more about long-


term trajectory modeling



Ewald stated that NOAA produces



three-day out trajectory models



and that anything beyond 72 hours



has a high degree of uncertainty.



Referred her to the National



Center for Atmospheric Research



that has looked months ahead. Routine



Sam Chu, Minnesota Public



Radio 651-290-1217



Wanted to know more about a



plan to divert the flow of the



Mississippi River to help flush out



Gulf ecosystems.



Vernon Smith referred reporter to



the Army Corps of Engineers. Routine



Ron Barnett, Greenville News 864-298-4826



Wanted to know if oil may reach



South Carolina



Doug Helton responded, informed



reporter NOAA forecasts don't



look beyond 72 hours Routine



Michelle Cumbo, CNN michelle.cumbo@cnn.com



Wanted to interview CDR Shep



Smith of the NOAA Ship Thomas



Jefferson  for "today's most



interesting person" news item



Ewald forwarded to David Hall at



OMAO Routine



Kerry Sanders, NBC



kerry.sanders@nbcuni.com; 505-


333-8255



Wanted to join an NGO NRDA trip



tomorrow Ewald forwared downtown. Routine



Katie Adams, Fox 5 (Wash.



DC) 202-895-3143



Seeking live 7a.m. on camera



interview tomorrow morning with



someone from NOAA about oil



spill.



Sherman suggested she talk with



Scott Smullen. Routine



Susan Baxter, WWL Radio,



New Orleans 734-693-6684



Seeking someone to interview



concerning how long it will take for



fisheries in Gulf to ebound.



Sherman referred her to NOAA



Fisheries Routine



Alan Kovski, BNA Newsletters 703-341-3825



Wondering if NOAA's Office of



Ocean and Coastal Resource



Management woukld be providing



the staffing and office space for



President's newly announced



commision on Gulf Coast



Restoration



Sherman indicated it was too early



to state at present. Routine
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N42 WP-3D 


N43 WP-3D CALNEX Hurricane Season



N43 - Arrived MacDill AFB 6/7.  Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.  Return to CALNEX on 6/11



N46 Twin Otter 


N48 Twin Otter 


N56 Twin Otter 


N57 Twin Otter 


N68 King Air 


Bigelow 


Delaware II 
Delaware II  - re-tasked for DWH in support of seafood inspection, preparations for departure underway, departure estimated no earlier than 6/16 with arrival no earlier than 6/24



Brown 


Foster 
Foster - potential re-task for DWH response.  ETD from Charleston delayed to due to contining maintenance 6/25.



Gunter 
Gunter  - scheduled marine mammal cruise shifted to GOM



Jefferson 
Jefferson  - DWH Western Sentry II



Oregon II 


Pisces 


NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



NERW 


Longline Shark / Red Snapper



FGBNMS 


in Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



SEAMAP Reef Fish 


MX Cetacean Abundance 


Benthic ECOMON 


DWH Marine Mammals 


GRNMS 


Fall Plankton



Pully Ridge/Tortugas/FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



Repairs 


MRP/Trials Groundfish 


Key West 


R/V HST 


R/V Gandy



DWH 


NOAA Line Office Assets

Jun Jul 


F.I. 


Nov
Aug Sep Oct 


Chesapeake Bay



Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection Tsunami/Trop. Atl



BOWFEST



Repairs 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities



ECOMON 


OMAO Assets (as of 6/16/10)



Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



Nov



Continuation of DWH Multi Spectral Oil, Mobile, AL



Oct Jun 


Hurricane Season



Marine Mammal Surveys



CALNEX 


Jul Aug 


Warranty South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



Sep 


Steller Sea Lions 


Harbor Seals



Harbor Seals BWASP



DWH Gulf Loop 


DWH Multi Spectral 


7/25/2012
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NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, F L. Inport Pascagoula with mechanical problems until 6/14



NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 6/21.



Scheduled to conduct trap/video surveys out of Panama City the reamainder of the month.



R/V Gandy 


R/V Caretta 


R/V Harold B 


7/25/2012
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no update



In Port Fourchon, LA, departing 1800 for deep water sampling



In Houma, LA



Deepwater sampling 5+km SE of wellhead on an arc from SE to N



In port St. Petersburg,FL 



Deepwater ROV sampling 2km NW of wellhead.  Sampling on an arc toward N with deep and shallow CTD casts.



Deepwater sampling 7.5km ENE of wellhead on arc toward N



no update



In port Houma, LA



Arriving Theodore, LA



Inport Miami, FL 



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.  *No end date specified for gliders.



Monitoring and sampling oceanographic conditions



DWH*



Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 


Beau Rivage 


Other Assets

Nov



NAVO Gliders 


Brooks McCall 


Ryan Chouest 


Bunny Bordelon 


Capt Hatteras 


Rachel Bordelon 


Endeavor 


Jack Fitz 


IOOS Gliders 


Walton Smith 


Ocean Veritas 


Pelican 


7/25/2012
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Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Gunter June 5 June 26 Repairs/ABS inspection scheduled for



6/5-6/14



GU-10-02 Leg 1 - Marine Mammals



06/15 – 06/26



Departed Pascagoula, MS, for DWH Marine



Mammal project 6/15



Foster June 5 June 19 None:  NF-10-05, Grays Reef



Comparison Cancelled.



Inport Charleston, SC for z-drive repairs and



potential DWH response.  ETD 6/25.



Thomas

Jefferson



June 15 tbd TJ-10-03 FGBNMS Departed Galveston, TX, for DWH Western



Sentry II in FGBNMS 6/15



Oregon II June 21 July 5 Rd-10-01 Summer groundfish Leg 2



loses 9 DAS (much of the area



typically surveyed during this project



is likely going to be off limits due to



the oil.)



Could shift to start one day earlier to



maintain continuity of DWH mission support



by ending Leg 1 of groundfish a day or two



early.  Ship would have to resupply with



water once.



Delaware

II



tbd tbd DE-10-05 Benthic Habitat DE plans to depart Woods Hole 18 June for



transit to GOM pending final project



instructions for seafood sampling mission



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water



Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3. 



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning
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much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil
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Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



June 15 Hurricane Season Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf Loop Current



flights could be rescheduled around any



tasking for Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings



would delay Gulf Loop Current flights by



several days



N43RF



WP-3D



TBD TBD CALNEX (OAR California air quality



study)- Potential loss of 1 to 3 days



Reassignment to DWH for air quality study



per OAR request.  Arrived MacDill 6/7. 



Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.



Returned to CALNEX 6/11.



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April September



30



Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September



30



Northeast Right Whale / BOWFEST DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



resumed June 7. Anticipated schedule is



approximately 5 flights every 14 days. 



Tasking could be flown on Twin Otter N46RF



but belly port will be unavailable for use. 



Additional crew would be required for N46F



due to crew duty day limitations.



N68RF



King Air



April September



30



National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report - June 16, 2010

(Reporting Activities from June 15, 2010)



B5 - NRDA
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Water Column: NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard 2 vessels.



NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard two vessels:



 Brooks McCall: Conducting deep water sampling 2.5 km northwest of wellhead, moving



southwest.



 Jack Fitz: Returned to port due to mechanical problems on 6/14. Scheduled to depart



again on 6/17



 Ocean Veritas: Deep water sampling 5km W of wellhead. Altering plans to 2km SW of



wellhead if no signals.



 Thomas Jefferson: Scheduled to depart today. May rendezvous with Jack Fitz on 6/19



for combined survey operations.  Awaiting final decision on rendezvous plan.



Human Use: Conducted boat ramp counts at 4 ramps in Central FL, 1 in FL Keys, 3 in Western



FL, 4 in LA. Shore counts and intercepts in AL.



SAV: Currently identifying long-term sampling dates and sites for injury assessment phase.



Marine Mammals/Turtles: Marine Mammal survey team aboard Gordon Gunter is underway on



a sperm whale preassessment survey.



Environmental Response Management Application _Sampling Overview_06-16-2010
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Received(Date): Wed, 23 Jun 2010 17:13:58 -0400

From: Grace Wahlbrink <Grace.Wahlbrink@noaa.gov>

Subject: Daily UPDATES and ACTIONS 6.23.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule 062210.doc

MMST Health and Stranding Update 06-22-10.doc

OMAO DWH Aircraft Tasking - Program Impacts 062210.docx

OMAO DWH Ship Tasking - Program Impacts 062210.docx

OMAO_Assets_Gantt_Chart_062110.xlsx



      PRIORITY

ISSUES

RESPONSE OPERATIONS - NIC/ICC/NRT  No Report

SCIENCE  Attached are the science briefing for tomorrow June 24th and

the OMAO Asset supporting documents.

* NOAA and partners hard at work in the Gulf -

o Subsurface monitoring and sampling locations - All vessels to date

o Wildlife survey flights (May only)

* Long terms fisheries GOM Data –

o yellowfin tuna, swordfish

* Loop Current Dynamics

* Protected Species Status

* Seafood Safety Sampling

* NOAA Assets

o IOOS

o Planes, Vessels and Charters

LMR  Fisheries Closures

* Small areas of the closed area we re-opened today, June 23, 2010,

because the areas were not impacted by oil.

o The closure measures 78,597 sq mi (203,564 sq km) and covers about 33%

of the GOM EEZ, compared to the June 16 closure comprising 86,985 sq mi

(225,290 sq km), or about 36% of the GOM EEZ.

* Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries announced the following

opening to recreational and commercial fishing in a portion of Bayou

Lafourche and a portion of inside waters east of Bayou Lafourche in

Lafourche Parish effective immediately, today June 23.

o The portion of state inside waters north of 29 degrees 09 minutes 29

seconds north latitude from the eastern shore of Bayou Lafourche to the

Fourchon Road (LA Hwy 3090) and north of LA Hwy 1 from 90 degrees 07

minutes 00 seconds west longitude westward to the eastern shore of Bayou

Lafourche and the portion of Bayou Lafourche itself north of the LA Hwy

1 bridge in Leeville.

* Eric Schwaab met with a Coast Guard Representative for Admiral Watson

today to discuss concerns over the current and future area closures.

There will be a more detailed update tomorrow.



Enforcement



B7 and Out of Scope
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 Permit

requirements for these fisheries were implemented relatively recently

(2002 in the Gulf and 2006 in the South Atlantic) and the Gulf fishery

has been subject to a 10-year permit moratorium since 2006. The two

Councils have not seen a need to require VMS aboard these vessels to

date. All shrimp vessels are required to have turtle-excluder-devices,

bycatch-reduction-devices, and in the Gulf, about 25 percent of the

fleet is monitored with electronic logbooks (ELBs). ELBs are going to be

expanded to include the South Atlantic fleet in the near future.

Although the ELBs are not real-time, they do provide NOAA Fisheries

Service with detailed information regarding the location of fishing

effort by the Gulf fleet. In addition, given the current economic issues

facing the shrimp fleet (recent hurricanes, low ex-vessel value of

domestic shrimp, competition from inexpensive imports, and rising fuel

costs), shrimp effort in the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic has

dramatically declined and the Councils have not been inclined to incur

additional burdens on these fisheries.



LMR (3)  Seafood Safety

* Louisiana oyster samples received earlier this week from FDA for

reopening evaluation, processing and sensory analysis completed today.

* Continue to develop the dockside sampling program using SE Science

Center Port Agents and working with FDA and the States

* Eric Schwaab was in New Orleans to participate in the FDA/NMFS meeting

held with the Gulf State fishery and health agency Directors, and other

State directors. They discuss the draft re-opening protocols and both

FDA and NMFS are working under the draft protocols while going through

the formal proposal and acceptance process. The discussion also covered

laboratory preparedness and estimates for beginning testing. NMFS

laboratories are online and able to process samples and FDA and the

states should be online in the coming month. The meeting was well

received and a productive step forward for the seafood safety and

surveillance program.



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding

* The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map,

dolphin stranding map, and large whale stranding map are attached.

* 535 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill

area” (increase of 8 from June 21 report)

o 445 stranded (increase of 8 from June 21)403 of the stranded were

found dead (increase of 7 from June 21)

o 42 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 1 from June 21)34



B7, B5 deliberative and Out of Scope


B7, B5 deliberative and Out of Scope
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live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 1 from June 21)

o 285 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants

(increase of 7 from June 21)



LMR (4)  * Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the

two primary considerations for the cause of death of the non-oiled

recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute toxicosis. Further

results are pending.

* To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 5

dead stranded sea turtle and 6 live stranded turtles (2 of which were

caught in skimming operations).

* To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 78

live sea turtles and 3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle

surveys.

* 50 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill

area” (no change from June 21).

* 1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the

“designated spill area” (no change from June 21)

* A sea turtle biologist (Georgia DNR) placed offshore with one of the

eight burn units returned to shore today. Burns are being halted due to

weather for the next few days. Initial reporting from this effort

indicates that he was successful in collecting excellent information

during the reconnaissance effort to base further operations on. A full

debrief will take place on June 23.

NRDA  See Attached Quad PDF "6.23.2010_Combined Quad.pdf"

ASSETS AND PLATFORMS  Was able to get one new piece of information for

the NOAA Platforms file -- the vessel call notes was updated in the last

half hour, and I then updated the associated graphic/notes.



The following digital files are attached. Information is current as of

Date Time Group in subject line.



1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations of assets.

2. OMAO Assets Excel Gantt Chart showing projects assigned to each

asset.

3. Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule Word document

identifying impacts to NOAA projects should OMAO assets be tasked.

4. DWH Ship Tasking Impacts.

5. DWH Aircraft Tasking Impacts.

OPERATIONAL

REGIONAL  See Attached Quad PDF "6.23.2010_Combined Quad.pdf"

LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS  Daily Congressional Staff Conference

Call on the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill

- USCG provided updates on the amount of oil recovered yesterday and

ongoing response effort and walked through the decision process for

accepting offers of vessel assistance from foreign entities

- NOAA noted that no modifications made to the fishery closure area

today, provided a overview of the latest trajectories and weather

conditions, and highlighted the release of the summary report about the

subsea monitoring in the vicinity of the Deepwater Horizon wellhead

- Staff from several Congressional Offices participated, including from

Senate Commerce Committee, Staff for Rep. Ed Markey (D-7th, MA), Staff

for Rep. Cliff Stearns (R-6th, FL), Staff for Senator Kirsten Gillibrand

(D-NY), and

Staff for Senator Mary Landrieu (D-LA)

COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS  Media escorting Wall Street Journal to observe

two NRDA teams in Louisiana on Friday.
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Exploring PBS Lehrer News Hour visit either Oregon II at sea or

Pascagoula Lab sensory fish testing tomorrow.

Clearing talking points refuting that sharks are moving closer to shore

due to oil. Not unusual, giving birth this time of year. -Issued Brooks

McCall report from JIC, handling follow up inquiries

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT  See Attached Quad PDF "6.23.2010_Combined Quad.pdf"

DATA INFORMATION  See Attached Quad PDF "6.23.2010_Combined Quad.pdf"

IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS  See Attached Quad PDF "6.23.2010_Combined

Quad.pdf"

LEGAL / GC  No Update

POLICY / BUDGET  No Update
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NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



June 24, 2010
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 23 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 Boulder, CO for CALNEX SCIEQUIP deinstallation



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Anchorage, AK for Grav-D mission.



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air Coastal mapping, Burlington, VT



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68



N46 


N43



N56



N45



N57



N48 
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Daily Actions and Updates



6.23.2010



Includes Quad Slides for NRDA,

International Affairs, Regional, External



Affairs, and Data & Information

Management
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Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Gunter June 5 June 26 Repairs/ABS inspection scheduled for



6/5-6/14



GU-10-02 Leg 1 - Marine Mammals



06/15 – 06/26



Underway for DWH ops (marine mammal



survey). ETA Mobile, AL 6/21 for repairs (~



2 days in drydock) then resume ops. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 6/26



Foster June 5 June 19 None:   NF-10-05, Grays Reef



Comparison Cancelled.



a/s Charleston, SC for z-drive repairs.



Cancelled leg 2 of GRNMS project in order to



complete repairs and allow time to transit to



GOM to support DWH efforts.  Departure



delayed to June 25, GOM arrival ~ June 30th.



Awaiting final DWH project instructions and



tasking.



Thomas

Jefferson



June 15 tbd TJ-10-03 FGBNMS Underway for continued DWH ops (acoustics



and water sampling). Replenish supplies



06/21, Pascagoula. ETA Key West, FL 7/2



Oregon II June 21 July 5 Rd-10-01 Summer groundfish Leg 2



loses 9 DAS (much of area typically



surveyed during this project is likely



going to be off limits due to the oil.)



ETD for sea trials 06/20. ETD Pascagoula, MS



6/23 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyoplankton



survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume



scheduled work. ETA Galveston 06/30.



Delaware

II



June18 tbd DE-10-05 Benthic Habitat Underway en route GOMEX for DWH ops



(seafood study). Arrival Key West, FL 06/24



for staging. Departure 06/25



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water
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Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3.



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning



Document ID: 0.7.27.812.1







Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



June 15 Hurricane Season Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf Loop Current



flights could be rescheduled around any



tasking for Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings



would delay Gulf Loop Current flights by



several days.   DWH Loop Current flight,



departed 6/18, 0900L, MacDill AFB



N43RF



WP-3D



TBD TBD CALNEX (OAR California air quality



study)- Potential loss of 1 to 3 days



Reassignment to DWH for air quality study



per OAR request.  Arrived MacDill 6/7.



Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.



Returned to CALNEX 6/11.



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April September 


30 


Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September 


30 


Northeast Right Whale / BOWFEST DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



resumed June 7. Anticipated schedule is



approximately 5 flights every 14 days.



Tasking could be flown on Twin Otter N46RF



but belly port will be unavailable for use.



Additional crew would be required for N46F



due to crew duty day limitations.



N68RF



King Air



April September 


30 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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Update through June 22, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 Increase of 8 turtle strandings (4 dead in FL, 3 dead in MS; 1 live unoiled turtle in FL



which was a late report)



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



Sea Turtles



Total Turtle Numbers

535 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 8 from June 21



report)



 445 stranded* (increase of 8 from June 21)



o 403 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 7 from June 21)



o 42 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 1 from June 21)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 21)



 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 21)



 34 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 1 from June 21)



 90 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (no change from June 21)



o 83 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 21)



o 4 turtles collected dead (no change from June 21)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 21)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 403 dead stranded, 4 dead directed capture, and 7 that died

in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 21)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 21)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from June 21)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 21)



 285 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 7 from June



21)



 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis.  Further results are pending.
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Update through June 22, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 5 dead stranded sea



turtle and 6 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 78 live sea turtles and



3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1- June 22 is 190.



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically



stranding in the month of June (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

50 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no change from June



21).



 46 were dead stranded* dolphins (no change from June 21)



 4 were live stranded dolphins (no change from June 21)



o 1 died shortly after stranding (no change from June 21)



o 1 euthanized upon stranding (no change from June 21)



o 1 stranded live and freed immediately  (no change from June 21)



o 1 live and in care (no change from June 21)



1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no



change from June 21)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.
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Update through June 22, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 46 dead stranded and 2 live stranded dolphins that died or

were euthanized):



 25 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 21)



 7 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



21)



 8 full necropsies performed (no change from June 21)



 5 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 21)



 3 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 21)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 21)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



21)



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from June 21)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 21)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 21)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Three of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the two dead animals were externally oiled pre- or post-mortem.   All



other necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 22 is 18.



 This is higher than the number of marine mammal strandings that have been documented



in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and



reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter



of 2010.



 The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in the month of



June (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins
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Update through June 22, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 22 is 1.



 There are no records of stranded whales in the Gulf of Mexico for the month of June



(2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 Training to the marine mammal carcass retrieval and sampling plan for dead marine



mammals will be conducted this week via webinar.



 A sea turtle biologist (Georgia DNR) placed offshore with one of the eight burn units



returned to shore today.  Burns are being halted due to weather for the next few days.



Initial reporting from this effort indicates that he was successful in collecting excellent



information during the reconnaissance effort to base further operations on. A full debrief



will take place on June 23.



 The Sea Turtle Unit continued to work with NFWF to explore commercial carriers as a



possibility to implement the transport plan for the movement of turtle nests from the



northeastern Gulf to Atlantic Florida.
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NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



June 24, 2010



** For Internal Use ONLY **
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Topic Areas



• NOAA and partners hard at work in the Gulf -


• Subsurface monitoring and sampling locations -


All vessels to date



• Wildlife survey flights (May only)



• Long terms fisheries GOM Data –



• yellowfin tuna, swordfish



• Loop Current Dynamics



• Protected Species Status



• Seafood Safety Sampling



• NOAA Assets



• IOOS



• Planes, Vessels and Charters
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Current vessel locations 6/22/10
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Subsurface Stations and



Acoustics station locations
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All May Wildlife Survey Flights
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7076 yellowfin, 3479 swordfish data points from 1986 - 2009 
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Loop Current Discussion



for June 22, 2010



9



• A few drifter trajectories confirm a



partial connection between the Eddy



Franklin and the Loop Current.



• Part of the inflow from Yucatan



continues to turn right into the Florida



Straits, while other goes to eddy



Franklin.



• Observations suggest that Eddy



Franklin and the Loop Current have



started to reattach.
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10
15 day surface drifter trajectories (starting points indicated by squares) 
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Turtles

Turtle Status



Total Verified Stranded Turtles 535



Total stranded turtles found dead 407



Total live stranded turtles currently in rehabilitation 117



Total live stranded turtles that died in rehabilitation 7



Total live stranded turtles released 4



Turtle Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 7



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



Number of full necropsies performed 59



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of



decomposition or unable to recover 46



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 285



Next flyovers will begin June 28
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Dolphins

Dolphin Status



Total Verified Dolphins 50



Total dead stranded dolphins 46



Total live dolphins currently in rehabilitation 1



Total live dolphins stranded that died in care 2



Total live released dolphins 1



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 25



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 7



Number of full necropsies performed 8



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of 



decomposition or unable to recover



5



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 3 


Next flyovers will begin June 28
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Whales 
Whale Status



Total Verified Whales 1



Total dead stranded whales 1



Total live whales currently in rehabilitation 0



Total live whales stranded that died in care 0



Total live released whales 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 0



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of decomposition or unable to recover 1



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage



warrants 0



• The NOAA Ship Pisces reported a dead 25 ft sperm



whale located 150 miles due south of Pascagoula,



MS on June 15, 2010. 



•
The whale was decomposed and heavily



scavenged by sharks. 



•
There was no oil in the vicinity.



• The whale was photodocumented, sampled



(skin/blubber, external swab), and marked with blue



paint to reduce resighting/resampling.



•
NOAA and the Unified Command Wildlife Branch



have had numerous reports of sperm whales



sighted swimming in the oil, but this is the first



confirmed report of a dead whale since the



Deepwater Horizon oil spill began.



•
Sperm whales are the only endangered resident



cetacean in the upper Gulf of Mexico.  Their prime



habitat and feeding area are in the upper Gulf



offshore area, they feed and live at depth in areas



where undersea and aerial dispersants and oil have



been present for many weeks, and they feed on



deepwater squid which may also be impacted by



the oil and dispersants. 



• The NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter is currently on a



multi-week cruise to do photo-identification,



assessments, and biopsy of sperm whales, Bryde’s



whales, and other offshore cetaceans as well as to



tag sperm whales and Bryde’s whales and to



conduct prey density studies. 
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June 23, 2010



• Chemical analyses of 26 fish and shellfish samples (composites) will be initiated today.



• Approximately 200 seafood samples from Pascagoula, MS arrived at the NWFSC today.



• Additional fish and shellfish samples continue to be processed for chemical analysis. 
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• Gliders: 8 Deployed by US IOOS Partners



– MACOORA (1-Rutgers “RU23”; 1-Univ. of Delaware “UD134”); RU21 headed to



Antarctica for another mission



– Mote Marine Lab (1 “Waldo”)



– GCOOS (1-USM/Univ of Washington-Applied Physics Lab; “SG515”; USF “Bass”



redeployed 22 June)



– SCCOOS (1-Scripps/WHOI; “Spray40”)



– US Navy (“SG135”, “SG137”)



• High Frequency Radars (HFRs):  5 operational in the Gulf of Mexico.



– GCOOS (3 –Univ of Southern Mississippi)



– SECOORA (2 –Univ of South Florida). 2 of 3 radars operational. Reddington, FL radar



still offline. 



– HFR Note: 1-hour average current from the two HFR clusters are displayed



• Drifters from Navy and Horizon Marine: 2 Drifters have left the Gulf of Mexico, via the loop



current and are now along the east coast of US.



• Glider information and data available at http://rucool.marine.rutgers.edu/deepwater



Summary Info of US IOOS® Assets deployed 23 June 2010

see graphic on next slide
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USM HFR (3)



US IOOS® Gliders Deployed 23 June 2010
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USM HFR (3)



USM HFRs



USF HFRs



US IOOS® HFR Surface Currents and Spill Trajectory Forecast

Green arrows represent 25-hr average surface currents observed by HFRs
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 23 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 Boulder, CO for CALNEX SCIEQUIP deinstallation



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Anchorage, AK for Grav-D mission.



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air Coastal mapping, Burlington, VT



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68



N46 


N43



N56



N45



N57



N48 


Document ID: 0.7.27.812.8







NOAA Ship Positions



As of 23 JUN 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF



PC 
DE



RB



TJ 


GU



R2 


ID
 Status Today



DE
Underway enroute GOMEX for DWH seafood study. ETA Key West, FL 6/24 for



staging, ETD 6/25



TJ
 Underway for DWH acoustics and water sampling. ETA Key West, FL 7/2



HB
Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF
Alongside Charleston, SC for repairs. ETD 6/26 enroute Miami, ETA 6/28. Staging



for DWH 6/29. ETD 6/30 for Loop Current investigation.



RB Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
Inport  Mobile, AL for dry dock repairs. ETD from dry dock 6/25 or 6/26, arrive



Pascagoula, MS same day. ETD 6/29 to resume DWH marine mammal survey.



PC
Underway for scheduled reef fish project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 7/2



R2 Departed Pascagoula, MS today to resume DWH shrimp trawls/plankton survey



(approx 3-4 days), then continue scheduled ops. ETA Galveston, TX 6/30.



ID Status Today



FA
Underway for scheduled project. Arrival 7/2 Seattle, WA.



SH
Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/25 for scheduled project.



MF Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/25 on scheduled project.



DY
Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/24 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA
Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 6/26 Pearl Harbor, HI



M2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/4 San Francisco, CA



SE
Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA
Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ
Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX Alongside Bitung, Indonesia. Departure 6/24 for scheduled project



EX

Indonesia 


DY



HA



RA 


KA



SH
DJ
MF



M2 


SE 
Hawaii 


Bering Sea 


FA
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Chartered Vessels and NOAA Small Boats



As of 23 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM R/V Brooks McCall Deep water sampling, 5 km SW of well head



BB M/V Bunny Bordelon In Houma, LA



CH R/V Cape Hatteras In Gulfport, MS



CA R/V Caretta NOAA Small Boat, DWH began June 21



EN R/V Endeavor Deep water CTD casts by day, then AUV deployments at night



GY R/V Gandy CTD cast and reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL



JF R/V Jack Fitz Alongside in Houma, LA



OV R/V Ocean Veritas In transit to Port Fourchon, LA



RB M/V Rachel Bordelon In Houma, LA



RC R/V Ryan Chouest In transit to Theodore, AL



BB 


= underway



= alongside



RC



BM 


EN
GY 


JF 


CA 


RB



OV 


CH 
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations



Document ID: 0.7.27.812.8



https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 23 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 Boulder, CO for CALNEX SCIEQUIP deinstallation



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Anchorage, AK for Grav-D mission.



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air Coastal mapping, Burlington, VT



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68



N46 


N43



N56



N45



N57



N48 


Document ID: 0.7.27.812.9







NOAA Ship Positions



As of 23 JUN 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF



PC 
DE



RB



TJ 


GU



R2



ID
 Status Today



DE
 Underway enroute GOMEX for DWH seafood study. ETA Key West, FL 6/24 for



staging, ETD 6/25



TJ
 Underway for DWH acoustics and water sampling. ETA Key West, FL 7/2



HB
 Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF
 Alongside Charleston, SC for repairs. ETD 6/26 enroute Miami, ETA 6/28. Staging



for DWH 6/29. ETD 6/30 for Loop Current investigation.



RB
 Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
 Inport  Mobile, AL for dry dock repairs. ETD from dry dock 6/25 or 6/26, arrive



Pascagoula, MS same day. ETD 6/29 to resume DWH marine mammal survey.



PC
 Underway for scheduled reef fish project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 7/2



R2 Departed Pascagoula, MS today to resume DWH shrimp trawls/plankton survey



(approx 3-4 days), then continue scheduled ops. ETA Galveston, TX 6/30.



ID Status Today



FA
 Underway for scheduled project. Arrival 7/2 Seattle, WA.



SH
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/25 for scheduled project.



MF Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/25 on scheduled project.



DY
 Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/24 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 6/26 Pearl Harbor, HI



M2
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/4 San Francisco, CA



SE
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA
 Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX Alongside Bitung, Indonesia. Departure 6/24 for scheduled project



EX

Indonesia 


DY 


HA



RA 


KA 


SH
DJ

MF



M2 


SE 
Hawaii



Bering Sea



FA 
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Chartered Vessels and NOAA Small Boats



As of 23 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM R/V Brooks McCall Deep water sampling, 5 km SW of well head



BB M/V Bunny Bordelon In Houma, LA



CH R/V Cape Hatteras In Gulfport, MS



CA R/V Caretta NOAA Small Boat, DWH began June 21



EN R/V Endeavor Deep water CTD casts by day, then AUV deployments at night



GY R/V Gandy CTD cast and reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL



JF R/V Jack Fitz Alongside in Houma, LA



OV R/V Ocean Veritas In transit to Port Fourchon, LA



RB M/V Rachel Bordelon In Houma, LA



RC R/V Ryan Chouest In transit to Theodore, AL



BB



= underway



= alongside



RC



BM 


EN
GY 


JF 


CA 


RB



OV 


CH 
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N42RF



WP-3D Orion



Hurricane Season 6/6-9/30 N/A N/A N/A OMAO: Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf



Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would



delay Gulf Loop Current flights by several



days



N43RF



WP-3D Orion



CALNEX 4/23-6/30 7-11 June DWH tasking in GOM complete



Phase



Maintenance



7/1-7/31



Hurricane Season 8/1-9/30 N/A N/A N/A



N46RF



Twin Otter



Fuel Tank Install 6/15-6/30



COMIDA 7/1-9/30 Chukchi Sea,



Alaska



No, survey period is



defined by the



timing of the open



water season



No Yes, charter



options will be much



more expensive.



ONLY platform flying aerial surveys



offshore over the Chukchi Sea Planning



Area, and the /ONLY/ data that can be



used to estimate marine mammal



density/abundance and provide baseline



data for NMFS, MMS and other regulatory



agencies.



OMAO: Extending Multi Spectral Oil



Analysis flights beyond June 15 will



impact Alaska Marine Mammal surveys.



Additionally, engine overhaul date will be



accelerated due to increased utilization



and installation of extended range fuel



tank will be delayed.
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N48RF



Twin Otter



CALNEX 5/4-7/20



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/31



Leatherback



Turtles



9/10-10/2



N56RF



Twin Otter



Steller Sea Lion 6/4-7/14 Alaska, SE to 


western



Aleutians



No. Biological



constraints require



7 June-14 July



survey window.



Yes No.  Charter pilots not



available with



specialized experience



required to safely



perform survey in the



western Aleutians.



NMFS currently consulting on the effects



of the $2 billion Alaskan groundfish



fisheries on the recovery of the western



SSL stock.  Lack of stock assessment data



could result in fishery restrictions which



would be at least controversial, and at



worst, the subject of litigation.



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/25



BWASP 9/1-9/30 Alaska, 


Beaufort Sea 


No Yes, another Twin Otter



charter company exists



in Alaska that has



conducted marine



mammal aerial surveys,



but there is no contract



vehicle



in place and they will be



considerably more



expensive.



Losing one year of data in this continuum



would interrupt collection of data that has



been used to investigate spatiotemporal



changes in the bowhead whale migration



over three decades.  This is a particularly



critical period in the Alaskan Arctic marine



ecosystem due to unknown but probable



impacts related to climate change.



N57RF



Twin Otter



NERW 10/1-6/30 OMAO:  DWH Marine Mammal flights



tasking resumed June 7.  Anticipated
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



schedule is approximately 5 flights every



14 days.



Cetacean



Abundance



7/1-8/31 GA/SC border 


to eastern Nova



Scotia including



Georges Bank



and the Gulf of



Maine (33 
o

N –



45

o



N Lat;



081

o

W – 058 


o

W



Long)



No delay option



acceptable– the



survey is temporally



sensitive



Yes Yes. However



procurement limitations



prevent us from



chartering a twin otter



aircraft in time for the



survey.



This is the busy season for right whales--



every survey we do up here reduces the



risk of right whale ship strike. We have



committed to MMS that we were going to



do this survey this summer, and without



the twin otter aerial component, there is



no utility in conducting a small scale ship



based survey. We have committed to



providing a coastwide turtle survey this



summer (Congress and the fishing industry



will be highly critical of NMFS if we don't



do the survey).  Without this survey, the



last survey will be so old that we won't be



able to set a potential biological removal



(PBR) for most Atlantic marine mammal



species. If the Loop Current brings the oil



up the East Coast, it will be critical to have



conducted this survey in advance of the



oil.



BOWFEST 9/1-10/20 Barrow, Alaska No,  No No alternate aircraft are



known that can



incorporate the



large triple-camera



mount system.



If no aerial surveys can be conducted in



2010, a



critical piece of a complex study program



will be lost.



N68RF



King Air



Coastal Mapping  10/1-9/30  Y Y



Would require



additional funding which



would vary depending



on the number of



storms. For 50 hours or



No pre or post storm damage assessment



imagery collected by NOAA.



Lidar acceptance testing: Impact - Cancel



acquisition of system or accepts system  as



is. Estimated cost of procurement is



Currently Deployed to Support DWH



collecting imagery being processed by



RSD personnel.



Impact - Imagery that has been



previously collected is being provided to
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



imagery estimated costs



are ~ $180K



$1.7M. If contract were canceled NOAA



would likely lose the funding for this



valuable new tool for IOCM projects. If



systems were accepted as is and there



were problems with the system, NOAA



would have to fund resolving the issues



with the system.



contractors for processing. In addition,



contractors have ARRA funded projects



that are being reviewed by RSD. Should



be able to sustain through the end of the



fiscal year.



OMAO: Risk of not meeting GPRA goals



for shoreline mapping.



N45RF



Jet Prop



GRAV-D  5/31-8/31
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Gordon Gunter GU-10-03, 


Leg I-III



Marine Mammals



6/15-8/5 GOM NO YES NO Unable to provide marine mammal 


abundance & distribution information to



meet MMPA mandated mammal stock



assessment requirements.  Unable to



provide data & document long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM marine



mammal populations.



None Presently alongside  Pascagoula June 5-



14 conducting repairs and ABS



inspection.



8/5-9 Fleet Inspection



GU-10-04



Leg I and II



Fall



Ichthyoplankton



8/24-9/30 GOM NO YES NO Unable to support current stock 


assessments for red snapper, king



mackerel, and vermillion snapper; and



future stock assessments for Spanish



mackerel, gray triggerfish, and red drum.



Would be unable to assess long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM



ichthyoplankton.



None



Pisces PC-10-03 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP Reef



Fish



6/14 – 7/25 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack. Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



PC-10-05 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4,  S Atlantic



Reef Fish



8/3 – 9/25 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



Oregon II R2-10-01 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP



Summer



6/15 – 7/17 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, king mackerel, yellowedge



grouper, and small coastal sharks.  Unable



None
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Groundfish to assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



GOM groundfish species.



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



7/24-8/5 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish. Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



8/7 – 9/29 GoM  NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish.  Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



Delaware II DE-10-05 Benthic 


Habitat 


6/14 – 6/25 NE Atlantic



(Georges



Bank)



Yes, this is ongoing



research that will



continue into the



future



No Yes, require 6 berths,



crane, A-frame, CTD



operations, 220 v AC



power, and depth



sounder



Research aimed at understanding



relationship among juvenile Atlantic



cod/sea scallops/haddock and their



habitat, including invasive tunicate



Didemnum, with specific reference to



juvenile mortality



Delaying this cruise a year will prevent



the annual measurement of the



encroachment of the invasive species on



Georges Bank.



DE-10-07



ECOMON



8/16 – 9/1 NE Atlantic



(Cape Hatteras



– Nova Scotia)



No, this cruise is part



of both bi-monthly



and annual



environmental



monitoring time



series and provides



ground truth for



Yes Yes. Hugh R. Sharp or 


another research vessel 


Interrupt a 40 year oceanographic and



plankton time series. Nulify attempts to



document hydrocarbon transport to the



NE U.S. Shelf; compromise SeaWiFS



ground truth, sea bird monitoring, efforts



to improve the assessments of yellowtail



flounder through oceanographic



None It should be recognized that this cruise



complements oil spill research that is



being conducted in the Gulf of Mexico
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



SeaWiFS.



Hydrocarbon



sampling is planned



off of the east coast.



monitoring; postpone efforts to begin



ocean acidification of the NE U.S. shelf.



DE-10-06  Herring



Hydroacoustic



Survey, Leg 1, 2



9/8 – 9/30 NE Atlantic 


(Georges



Bank)



No, temporally



sensitive in terms of



both an annual



survey and a multi-



year time series.



Yes No. Vessel capabilities



and acoustic signature



critically important



The Atlantic herring resource is valuable



as an economic resource and is highly



controversial due to its importance in the



ecosystem. Accurate estimates of the



stock is critical. Historically acoustic



surveys have been critical to the



assessment of those stocks. The impact of



the loss of this cruise will limit our ability



to determine the utility of this survey and



assessment of Atlantic herring.



None



Thomas



Jefferson



TJ-10-03



DWH Tasking



5/17 -5/28



5/23-5/28



GOM - FGNMS No  - Impact on 


successive projects



does not allow for



delay without impact



to those projects.



No FGNMS, though OCS,



could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the snm of



production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



The DWH tasking for the remainder of this



leg will result in 75 square nmi, of a



planned 150 square nmi, not being



surveyed,



The collection of a combination of



multibeam and backscatter survey data



was scheduled to take place on board the



TJ, to map several reefs and banks in the



NW Gulf of Mexico, all of which will be



targeted for habitat characterization and



ground truthing operations in the future.



These operations will not be undertaken



until the surveys have been completed.



DWH tasking occurred



from  5/23 to 5/28 to



deploy navy gliders,



current drifters and



profiling floats.



The FGNMS project DAS have already



been lost due to a week of downtime



caused by generator problems, then the



initial 6 DAS the TJ diverted to deploy



Navy gliders and drifters.  Plans  are in



plance to make up 6 days lost prior to



DWH tasking during TJ-10-02 leg 5, 6/14-



7/02
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



TJ-10-02 6/01-6/11, 


leg 4 


GOM  No  No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 75 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed.



DWH Tasking



Occurred 6/1-6/11 to



conduct Western



Sentry project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Imperative that



the ship be given at time to  “square off”



the existing hydrographic project. TJ is



the only vessel that can complete the



work.



TJ-10-02 6/14-7/02, 


leg 5 


GOM  No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $0.5M



Estimated cost for



FGNMS survey is $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 25 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed,



Cancelling project leg will also result in a



loss of 6 DAS planned to support FGNMS



project to make up for the time lost to



mechanical repairs resuliting in 75 square



nmi,of the planned 150 square nmi, from



being completed.



DWH Tasking



scheduled for 6/14-



7/02 to conduct



additional work on the



Western Sentry



project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Two days will be



allocated for the ship to “square off” the



existing hydrographic project before



resuming the DWH Western Sentry



project.  Total DWH tasking has resulted



in a production loss of 100 square nmi.



The production loss can be replaced



through contracting at a total cost of



$2.0M (100 square nmi).



Total cost to contract FGNMS project is



$3.0M (150 square nmi).



TJ-10-04 Leg I-IV  7/7-8/31  Key West Area Yes – The project 


could be delayed but



the delay would be at



the expense of the



No No – Vessel capability



and planned equimpent



test and evaluation not



possible though contract



The Key West project is an IOCM project



with several partners, including the



planned testing of new technologies.



Although the project could be delayed,



OCS could



accommodate 2 more



legs of DWH response



with minimal impact.



Approaches to Key West. Arrive  Norfolk



8/31



Estimated average loss of production per
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



successive project or



a reduction of the



project as planned.



for this project, OCS believes it is important to complete



the project this year using the equipment



and personnel currently on the TJ



Canceling the project will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 220 square nmi



not being completed.  This loss of



productiion could be contracted at a cost



of $4.4 M



Delay the start of the



Key West Project by a



leg and delay the



return to Norfolk by a



leg.



leg tasked is between 30 to 60 square



nmi.



TJ-10-05



Leg I



9/9-17  Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi-



year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 20 square nmi



not being completed.



TJ is scheduled to transit from Key west



to  Norfolk VA on or about 8/26



TJ-10-05



Leg 2



9/20-30 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi-



year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 30 square nmi



not being completed.



Estimated cost to contract lost



production if tasked for both legs is



$0.9M (50 square nmi)



Nancy Foster  NF-10-06-PR  6/21-7/2  GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. Program



would try to accomplish



This is a requirement of the Sanctuary



Advisory Council in order to obtain their



endorsement of a proposed experimental



None Baseline Assessment of Fish and Benthic



Communities of FGBNMS.
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Leg 1 & Leg II various contracts



used to support this



project.



all activities from small



boats or lease a local



UNOLS vessel for 10k



per day for which we



(NOS) don’t have the



appropriate budget nor



is there adequate time



on the schedule



closure of one of the banks.   Failure to



not complete this requirement would



result in no endorsement by the Sanctuary



Advisory Council.



NF-10-07-TER  7/6-20  Tortugas/GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



contracts involving



ROV rental, travel



arrangements,



supplies and etc.



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. This could be



reworked to use the



State of Florida vessel



R/V Weatherbird under



our existing IDIQ



contract.  To get the



same amount of



mapping done we would



get on the Foster would



require an additional



$62K.  This estimate is



based on our contract



day rate of $12.5K for



seven days at sea and



subtracting the existing



$25.5K obligated to USF.



Timing is not a great



concern; we can do it



whenever the ship is



available in St.



The impact of not doing the work will



mean a loss of knowledge of any deep



coral or sponge habitat in the target area



(between Steamboat Lumps MPA in the



north to existing Pulley Ridge HAPC map



coverage in the south).  A total of $30,000



in Coral Reef Conservation Program



funding was obtained for the project, and



$25.5k has already been obligated for data



collection and processing.



None Biogeography Analysis of Tortugas



Ecological Reserve
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Petersburg, FL.



NF-10-08-



FGBNMS



7/22-29  GoM Delaying Flower 


Gardens would result



in a loss of $200k of



Coral Program



allocated funds. The



shallow-water diving



leg (late July) could



potentially be



accomplished later



this FY. The tech



diving leg (mid July)



would be very



difficult to delay in



that it relies on an



external partner that



provided matching



for the project. The



partner has already



committed to the



scheduled dates and



they are unlikely to



be available later this



FY.



Y Would require charter  if 


NF tasked. The project



could be completed by



the FGBNMS vessel



R/VManta.  There are no



other appropriate



vessels that are available



for charter at this late



date. However, there is



no funding to support



the operation of the



MANTA for this



purpose. Program



allocation of funds is not



adequate to operate the



vessel beyond already



allocated commitments



without dedicated



funding from an outside



(i.e. grant, partner, etc.)



source.



This project is absolutely dependent upon



the FOSTER ship time in FY2010. The



availability of ship time was a key factor in



this project being funded by CRCP. If this



project is not implemented in 2010, we



stand to lose future funding by CRCP. It



will also delay the potential



implementation of an important



management action for the protection of



coral reefs in US waters.



None Flower Garden Banks NMS Coral Disease



and Bleaching Monitoring
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



NF-10-09-RACOW 8/2-12 GoM (Vicinity



of DWH Oil



Spill)



No.  Both the



scientific scope and



general location of



this project are



relevant to



addressing potential



ecological impacts of



the Deepwater



Horizon oil spill.  Due



to the spill and



related response



needs, we will be



remaining flexible to



conduct the survey



either in the western



Gulf of Mexico as



originally planned or



to shift the location



to the eastern



portion of the Gulf



(shelf waters from



Mississippi delta to



Tampa) depending



on where the



majority of oil ends



up.  By doing so, in



addition to



addressing our



original project goals,



we will be providing



a basis for assessing



Y Yes if another NOAA



vessel or NANCY FOSTER



equivalent platform was



made available.



If this mission is not completed, we will be



unable to effectively address important



goals under NOAA's legal mandates (e.g.,



Clean Water Act, National Coastal



Monitoring Act, National Marine



Sanctuaries Act) to provide adequate



ecological characterizations of aquatic



living marine resources and ecosystem



stressors in the nation’s coastal ocean



waters.  Moreover, given the project’s



relevancy to the current Gulf of Mexico



oil-spill event, not conducting the project



would miss a tremendous opportunity to



apply NOAA’s existing assets to assisting



with oil-spill response and assessment



needs.



Highly recommend



this project remain as



scheduled due to its



congruent alignment



with the ecological



recovery efforts of the



DWH oil spill.



Regional Assessment of Coastal Ocean



Waters - GRNMS



This project is part of a series of



nationwide surveys aimed at assessing



the status of ecosystem conditions and



stressor impacts in coastal-ocean (shelf)



waters around the U.S.
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



oil-spill impacts



throughout these



offshore waters and



thus assisting in



NOAA’s response



efforts.  At present,



our plan is to



incorporate a



probabilistic



sampling design



(consistent with



other components of



this ongoing offshore



ecological



assessment series) in



order to provide a



basis for making



unbiased statistical



estimates of the



spatial extent and



magnitude of



condition relative to



the various



synoptically



measured variables



and corresponding



management



thresholds.
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



NF-10-10-CHS



Leg I  & II



8/15-28  Florida Keys



GoM



No. Deep Coral



Mapping of the



South Atlantic Bight



cannot be delayed as



funds cannot be



carried over. This is



the last cruise of the



fiscal year for the



program.



Y Yes possibly.  NF is one 


of the few vessel



capable of mapping and



characterizing deep



coral ecosystems. This



includes the deep water



multibeam system and



fish acoustics systems.



No other NOAA ship



presently has this dual



capability. While it is



conceivably possible to



temporarily install these



systems on vessels of



opportunity, it would be



at considerable expense.



This information is critical and time



sensitive.  Failure to conduct this research



would impact the data that is used to



support and update the Fishery



Management Plan and designation of



Habitat Areas of Critical Concern by the



South Atlantic Fishery Management



Council. Also, data supporting



subsequent biological monitoring and



coral sampling with the JASON ROV



onboard the NOAA Ship RON BROWN in



November 2010 will be lost as well as



severely impacting short-term



management measures and the



protection of mandated resources.



None Characterization of Shallow to Mid-Water



Seafloor Habitats of South Florida



NF-10-11-LF



Leg I & II



8/31-9/11  SE Atlantic Yes.  The invasive 


lionfish research



could potentially be



delayed up to a



month with



acceptable impact to



the science, since



late



September/October



are very similar



seasons. Personnel



impact may be much



more detrimental as



we have transferred



Y This project can NOT be



chartered due to the



type of operation



(personnel, equipment,



safety needs) and the



extent of the research



area that is examined



(Onslow Bay NC from 75



to 200 fsw).



Currently, there are no annual monitoring



programs focused on collecting baseline



information on the hard bottom reef



communities.  Data collected will



definitely enhance the development and



continuation of such monitoring system



which is critical in detecting responses by



reef communities to climate change



Invasive Lionfish Population  Monitoring



of Mid-Atlantic Project
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Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



money for NURC



support of our dive



operations and need



their participation to



complete the cruise.



So timing of all the



personnel would



need to be shifted



and may not be



possible.



NF-10-12-NC  9/14-27 Project was canceled May 21 at request of 


OAR/OER.



Norfolk Canyon



Ronald H. Brown RB-10-02 


Tsunami Mapping



9/6-9/11;



with 4-day



extension,



dates would



be 9/5-9/14



Caribbean Yes; however, post- 


earthquake data is



“very perishable”



according to USGS PI.



No Yes, but impractical due



to expense. Original



scheduling of RB took



advantage of nearby



NTAS transit.



Reduces or eliminates opportunity for



NOAA to actively support risk analysis



around Port-au-Prince.



Ship could possibly be



retasked from post-



Fleet Inspection to



start of NTAS/MOVE



cruise (San Juan, PR),



roughly 8/27-9/12.



RB-10-03



NTAS/MOVE



mooring



turnaround



9/12-9/26;



with 4-day



TSUCAR



extension,



dates would



be 9/15-9/29



Northwest



Tropical



Atlantic



No.  NTAS/MOVE



turnaround cruise



has already been



delayed 2X.  Relative



to the last



deployment on 29



June 2009, the



planned turnaround



cruise (15-29 Sep) is



beyond the 14 month



Yes In principle, if charter



cruise were 9/15/2010



or sooner.   Approx cost



= $21K/day X 22 days =



$462K.



Irreplaceable loss of surface flux data from



10 year record, compromise in accuracy of



subsurface transport record, inability to



meet NOAA mission goals for Climate, and



Weather/Water for which the projects



were established.
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Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



maximum interval,



and we already



expect some



unrecoverable data



loss.



Henry B. Bigelow HB-10-03 


Leg 1, 2, 3



Cetacean



Abundance



6/7-8/11 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-04 Habitat



Mapping



8/18-8/27 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-05



Leg 1,2



Autumn Bottom



Trawl & Acoustics



Survey



9/7-9/30 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP
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N42 WP-3D



N43 WP-3D
 CALNEX Hurricane Season



N43 - Arrived MacDill AFB 6/7.  Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.  Return to CALNEX on 6/11



N46 Twin Otter



N48 Twin Otter



N56 Twin Otter



N57 Twin Otter



N68 King Air



Bigelow



Delaware II



Underway en route GOMEX for DWH ops (seafood study). Arrival Key West, FL 06/24 for staging. Departure 06/25



Brown



Foster

Foster - potential re-task for DWH response.  ETD from Charleston delayed to due to contining maintenance 6/25.



Gunter 
Gunter  - scheduled marine mammal cruise shifted to GOM



Jefferson 
Jefferson  - DWH Western Sentry II



Oregon II 
Sea trials 06/20. ETD Pascagoula, MS 6/22 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyoplankton survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume scheduled work. ETA Galveston 06/30.



Pisces



Departed 6/14 for scheduled project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA Pascagoula, MS 7/2



NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



Nov



Pully Ridge/Tortugas/FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



Repairs 


Repairs 


Sep 


Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection 


DWH Marine Mammals 


GRNMS 


F.I. 


FGBNMS 


Fall Plankton



Jun Aug Jul 


MRP/Trials 


R/V HST 


Sep 


BOWFEST



Benthic ECOMON 


NERW



in Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



MX 


Groundfish 


Warranty 


Key West 


Oct 


Chesapeake Bay



South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



Longline Shark / Red Snapper



OMAO Assets (as of 6/20/10)



Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



Nov
Oct Jun 


Hurricane Season
DWH Gulf Loop 


DWH Multi Spectral 


Jul 


Continuation of DWH Multi Spectral Oil, Mobile, AL



Harbor Seals



Aug 


BWASP



CALNEX 


Cetacean Abundance 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities



Tsunami/Trop. Atl



Marine Mammal Surveys



Steller Sea Lions 


ECOMON 


Harbor Seals 


SEAMAP Reef Fish 


DWH 


NOAA Line Office Assets



4/21/2011
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NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 6/21.



Scheduled to conduct trap/video surveys out of Panama City the reamainder of the month.



R/V Caretta



R/V Harold B



R/V Gandy



4/21/2011
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25' Parker NOS small boat w/ twin outboards in Charleston, SC, available for deployment and trailerable



In Panama City gearing up for bottom long line operations



Deep water sampling 10km NE of wellhead and working N to NW at 10km.



In Houma, LA



Deepwater sampling, CTD’s, and surface sampling 5.5nm S of wellhead.



Calibrate AUV, CTD casts, then AUV deployment



Deepwater ROV sampling at 2km ring of wellhead



In Port Fourchon, LA, departing 1800



LOOP current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



Acoustic survey 5nm NW of wellhead working clockwise



Subsurface sampling off FL panhandle



In Miami, FL



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.  *No end date specified for gliders.



Monitoring and sampling oceanographic conditions



Oct Jul Aug 


Other Assets

Nov
Sep 


NAVO Gliders



Brooks McCall



Ryan Chouest



Bunny Bordelon



Capt Hatteras



Rachel Bordelon



Endeavor



Ocean Veritas



Pelican



DWH*



Beau Rivage



Jun 


Jack Fitz



IOOS Gliders



Walton Smith



4/21/2011
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Daily Actions and Updates



6.23.2010



Includes Quad Slides for NRDA,

International Affairs, Regional, External



Affairs, and Data & Information

Management
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report

6/23/2010



Information as of 6/22/10 


Yesterday’s Activities Recap



Upcoming Activities



Key Results



Critical Issues for Discussion/Action



.
. 


Technical



Working



Groups



Field



Teams or



Ship



Deployed



Location Data collected



Marine



Mammals



and Sea



Turtles



Aerial



survey



Targeting oiled area No marine mammals or



sea turtles observed



Gordon



Gunter



In port Acoustic surveys



completed



Shoreline Surveys:



More than 1200 linear miles of shoreline surveyed as of



June 20, 2010.



· Technical working groups developing work plans and identifying



opportunities for restoration



· Field Teams



·Marine mammal and sea turtle flights M,W, Sat.



·Fish teams to Gulf Shores, AL and Biloxi, MS on 6/23



B5 deliberative and Out of Scope


B5 deliberative and Out of Scope


B5 deliberative and Out of Scope
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NOAA International Activities Report



June 23, 2010



.
. 


Out of Scope
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NOAA Regional Functional Team Report

June 23, 2010



Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


.
. 


Integrate regional capabilities in support of HQ DWH response, particularly the



External Relations, Policy and Science Boxes. Results include:



·NCDDC Stennis data coordination



· Develop Town Halls in collaboration with Sea Grant;  Participate in numerous



public meetings



·Develop first draft of “standard” ppt with Andy Winer’s group



· Partner in the NOAA team for CEQ's Federal interagency coordination  group



for Gulf Coast long term restoration and recovery in the context  of the oil spill.



The long‐term Restoration and Recovery  Coordination wit h CEQ components



with significant regional team input:



·Vision



·Restoration Plans



· Implementation and Outreach



·Assist HQ in drafting letter from Dr. Lubchenco to Secretary Mabus to convey



the breadth of NOAA's capabilities to support the long term recovery and



restoration of the whole Gulf Coast,  and to undertsand the breadth of actions



that will need to take place from an ecosystem wide management basis



(including the social and economic sciences)



· GOMA meeting  August 3 –5, 2010



.



· No reported activity 


·Consideration of the development of a Regional Citizens Advisory



Council in partnership of the Gulf of Mexico Alliance (GOMA). The Oil



Pollution Act of 1990 authorized the establishment of citizen advisory



group for Prince William Sound in the wake of the Exxon Valdez spill. and



could serve as a model to address similar citizen engagement needs in



the Gulf of Mexico



·Because GOMA is seen as trusted entity in the region, and many



collaborative partnerships are in place, it could be the starting place to



develop a citizen’s advisory council in the region.



·Provides a platform to build regionally‐relevant engagement



(education, outreach and extension)



·? Place‐based activities?
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NOAA External Affairs Activities Report

June 23, 2010



Information as of [6/23/10 at 3pm EDT]



Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


.
. 


· Sent reminder email for a constituent webinar on GeoPlatform to



a list of approximately 240 individuals being held at 2pm EDT on



Wednesday, June 23.



· Reviewed initial draft of NRDA power point for constituent



briefing to improve responsiveness to likely concerns from target



audience, environmental NGOs.



· External Affairs received 4 e‐mails yesterday. We've responded



to one of them. Topics included suggestions for plugging the spill



and complaints about the GeoPlatform mapping legend.



· Provided updated NOAA Talking Points to Mark Schexnayder,



Louisiana Sea Grant, to talk to the Greater New Orleans Disaster



Recovery Partnership (GNODRP) monthly meeting about NOAA’s



response to the oil spill.



· The sampling protocols allowing for reopening of previously 'oiled' areas



are still pending but anticipated shortly.



· LSU Food Science Dept. Summit –Friday June 25 –Lisa Desfosse will



present on the major NOAA activities in response to the spill.



· Working on development of a template for general presentations on



NOAA's role for the spill.



· Working with LA Fish and Seafood to identify potential commercial



shrimpers in Gulf that would be suitable for press interview



· Congressional and Constituent briefs on NRDA planned for July 1, 2010,



contingent on the availability of space at the Capitol Visitor Center. The



briefs will be conducted jointly by NOAA and FWS.



N/A 
· Conducted a constituent webinar on GeoPlatform.   Representatives



from 10 national and gulf coast organizations attended.



· External Affairs is one step closer toward being able to offer this as a



standard feature to any rollout that touches upon a high level of



constituent‐level interest.
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NOAA Data and Information Management Activities Report

June 23, 2010



Information as of June 23, 2010



Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


.
. 


Working to establish NOAA dashboard framework for DWH leadership.



Emergency contact information for deployed personnel supporting DWH is being updated



to enhance pre‐incident notification and post‐incident accounting for NOAA personnel



operating from locations other than their normally assigned duty station.



Working on Geoplatform.gov enhancements:



· Determining the best depiction of historic fish data points



· Coordinating with DOI on their request to add wetlands layer



· Working with EPA to add EPA’s sample data and locations



Data.gov site will be available at www.data.gov/restorethegulf‐‐ but will not go live until



the actual www.RestoreTheGulf.gov site goes live‐‐live date unknown.



Tentative meeting/discussion with the Federal Geospatial community to discuss how to



take advantage of the energy and interest and continue to build out the concepts of the



Geospatial Platform.



Geoplatform.gov demo was provided for Tracy Waring’s DWH Integrated



Services Team at FEMA HQ.



Data management processes between Navy and NOAA are coordination



continues between subsurface groups and we are also incorporating glider data



into other oceanographic data. Navy (NAVOS) and IOOS (Rutgers) glider track



information  is harvested and displayed in ERMA directly from those two sites.



None
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PRIORITY STATUS UPDATE

ISSUES 

RESPONSE OPERATIONS -

NIC/ICC/NRT



Response Operations

· Source Control:  Estimated average daily recovery rate: 15,700 barrels. Oil production being estimated from tank

straps as opposed to meters due to a discrepancy in meter readings.  Drilling of relief wells continues - software on

BOP connected to DDII has been successfully re-installed - DDIII is 8,729 ft. below sea floor (13,978 ft. below drill

floor), DDII is 3,432 ft. below sea floor (8,650 ft. below drill floor).

NRT

·   Capacity:  Top Hat #4 maximum capacity ~18,000bbl/day; capacity of Q4000 using kill and choke lines through

BOP ~ 10,000bbl/day for total capacity of 18,000bbl/day using these two methods.



NIC Activities

· Joint Analysis Group (JAG): Developed rough draft of the NIC's JAG /SDOT charter. This draft is being shared

with EPA and DOI. After revisions the draft will be discussed with the UAC/JAG to get consensus on the roles of

the two groups

· Subsurface Oil Talking Points: NOAA prepared talking points for undersecretary regarding the subsurface

dispersed oil. The talking points included the number of vessels presently involved in the study and the first results

reported yesterday from samples collected by the R/V Weatherbird II. The talking points also referred to the

upcoming report on the samples collected by the R/V Brooks McCall.

· NIC Outreach & PA: NIC/IASG staff from FDA and NOAA participated in the semi-weekly interagency Gulf

Outreach Call. Identified potential discussion topics for this Friday's conference call with environmental NGOs,

including status of spill response (USCG), sub-sea oil plume and implications (NOAA), hurricanes (NOAA), data

transparency and access (EPA), POTUS trip to MS, AL & FL early next week (CEQ). Next interagency call is

Friday morning; next open call with constituents is that afternoon.



SCIENCE attached

LMR Fisheries Closures



* There were no modifications to the closed area in the Gulf EEZ for June 09, 2010.  The closed area remains 78,264

sq mi (202,703 sq km), or about 32% of the GOM EEZ.

    * Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries a closure to recreational and commercial fishing in portions of

inside waters east of Grand Bayou in Plaquemines Parish effective June 8 due to reports of oil.  The portion of state

inside waters west of the Mississippi River and south of 29 degrees 30 minutes 00 seconds north latitude and north

of 29 degrees 20 minutes 00 seconds north latitude from the western shoreline of the Empire Canal westward to the

western shoreline of Grand Bayou is closed to recreational and commercial fishing.                 Seafood Inspection

  * Participating in a 4:30pm call today with States organized by the White House to discuss baseline data and re-

opening protocol.  FDA is also on the call.

    * Three NWFSC staff are in Pascagoula to assist NSIL staff to process fish and shrimp for chemical analyses.

    * NWFSC is continuing chemical analysis of oyster, shrimp, snapper and croaker tissues.

    * The Beau Rivage continues its hook and line and trawl survey to collect baseline samples for seafood safety off

the coast of Florida.

Marine Mammal and Turtle Health and Stranding

  * 322 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 7 from June 7 report, including
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1 late report from a June 6 stranding)

          o 292 stranded* (increase of 7 from June 7)

          o 270 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 7 from June 7)

          o 153 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 7 from June 7)

          o To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 3 dead stranded sea turtle and 4 live

stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).

    * 38 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no change from June 7).

    * The Turtle Unit conducted a day-long meeting of all Unit leads in New Orleans.  Topics included broad-based

planning for nesting and hatchling issues, on-water capture efforts and NRDA-Response convergence. Minutes of

the meeting will follow.





LMR(2)   * Due to the documented presence of manatees in Mobile Bay and shoreline oil in the area, an aerial survey under

the Wildlife Branch to assess the risk to these animals was approved and is scheduled for tomorrow.  Two airplanes

will fly simultaneous surveys, one in Alabama and one in Mississippi/part of Louisiana.  The survey will also record

any sightings of other marine mammals and sea turtles.

    * The SEFSC is scheduled to conduct a marine mammal and sea turtle monitoring survey beginning next week.

They have sought guidance regarding the protocols they should follow if they encounter dead or distressed marine

mammals.  They should have the capability to document the encounter, recover any carcasses, and conduct a

necropsy.  Due to freezer limitations, they would not be able to retain an entire carcass, but could take and keep

samples.  As these are the only samples that we may get from some of these offshore species, this sampling was

deemed to be a high priority.  We will work to get them the required PPE and sampling equipment.

    * The SER conveyed that they have been hearing some concerns from public display facilities in the Southeast

(particularly Florida) that have open water systems and depend upon seawater for their tanks.  If the area water

becomes contaminated, they are concerned about the implications for their facilities’ water supplies.  The Wildlife

Branch will follow up on these concerns.

    * The complete marine mammal health and stranding report, turtle stranding map, and dolphin stranding map are

attached.
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ASSETS AND PLATFORMS no updates

OPERATIONAL 

REGIONAL (1) * Developed process to generate X, Y parameter files from NAVO glider data files



(NetCDF) as an intermediate step to create ESRI shapefiles (developer can also ingest glider data files into HDF-5

repos and serve with other observations)

* WOD data ingest into HDF-5 complete; access routines developed; currently building output formatters for profile-

type data

* Preparation of Brooks-McCall Survey bottle data files for generating profiles.

LISST data (particle concentration) were added to DO and TPH profile data for Cruises 3 and 4

(Stations 29-52).

* Initiated set up NCDDC R:\DWHData for organizing original survey data for use by NCDDC teams.

* Initiated structure for recommendations re organizing and generating metadata for DWH CTD, and Bottle data.

* Staff responded to Michele Newlin on NOAA FOIA 2010-00385 – communications with universities re DWH.

* Staff reviewed the "Florida SERT Natural Resource Damage Assessment" website and list data fields used for

display of sampling data.

* Joint Analysis Group (JAG) formed (7 June 2010) to provide the following (in draft):

Objective: Track, Integrate, and Analyze monitoring data for MC252 oil found in Gulf of Mexico waters between

the bottom of the surface mixed layer and the seabed.

Organized into teams with leads for:

On water operations and mission coordination (Deepwater Branch in Houma)

Data Assembly, Integration, and Visualization Team (NESDIS/NCDDC)

Data Analysis Team (Virtual Team of NOAA/EPA/USGS/BP)

Meta Data/Quality Control (EPA/NESDIS/NCDDC)



LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T

AFFAIRS



Summary of Today's Congressional Staff Conference Call on the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill

    * USCG gave an overview the response assets in place now and oil collection measures underway

    * MMS provided a status update on the containment dome efforts and of the two relief wells

    * NOAA provided the current weather conditions and trajectory outlook for the next 3 days and noted that there

was no change in the fishery closure from yesterday

    * FWS provided updates on oiled wildlife and other USFWS resources

    * Staff from a number of Congressional offices participated, including Staff for Rep. Jay Inslee (D-1st, WA), Staff

for Staff for Senator Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), and Staff for Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS)

State of the Science Congressional Conference Call This Thursday
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    * A conference call is set up this Thursday on issues related to the sub sea plume open to all interested

Congressional staff this Thursday, at 4:00pm.  The dial in number was sent around to Hill staff today.

Upcoming Congressional Hearings - Week of June 7 - 11

    * Wednesday, June 9th: House Science and Technology Committee, Energy and Environment Subcommittee

Hearing on "Deluge of Oil Highlights Research and Technology Needs for Effective Cleanup of Oil Spills" (NOAA

Witness: Doug Helton, NOS/OR&R)

    * Thursday, June 10th: House Natural Resources Committee, Insular Affairs, Oceans, and Wildlife Subcommittee

Hearing on "Ocean Science and Data Limits in a Time of Crisis: Do NOAA and the Fish and Wildlife Service Have

Resources to Respond?" (NOAA Witness: Dave Westerholm, NOS/OR&R)



COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS Developed document to update press on past and current subsurface oil research missions, including the Pelican.

Document in clearanc.

Pending availability of P3 data tomorrow - possible press release



EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT  Interactions:

Met with recreational fishing leaders to discuss short term and long term economic needs of fishing related

businesses and coastal communities dependant on recreational fishing. De-briefed leadership on external affairs trip

to Gulf and recommendations for engagement strategy.

**NOAA External Affairs sent invitation to stakeholders and constituents in Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana

interested in attending the Economic Impact Town Halls to be hosted by Secretary Locke on June 10. NOAA

External Affairs collecting RSVPs for the Commerce Town Halls

**Coordinating with External Affairs representative at EPA to help LSU Dept of Food Science get appropriate

agency speakers for stakeholder conference being scheduled for June 25th on seafood safety and environmental

monitoring.

***Spoke with constituent regarding media interest in Maine; wanted to speak with someone about potential of oil

spill reaching Atlantic coast. Referred caller to John Ewald.

***Spoke with BP External Affairs manager again about getting the Gulf state representatives taking over

coordination of the volunteer program on the weekly White House call with NGOs or the interagency team. He had

delivered names of the four organizations with a lead: Louisiana Serve Commission through Louisiana Association

of United Ways; Governor's Commission on Volunteerism and Community Service through Volunteer Florida;

Governor's Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives through United Ways of Alabama; Mississippi

Commission for Volunteer Service.****Telecon with White House Public Engagement/CEQ/federal agencies for

updates. Briefed the group on BP’s desire to have a forum with the interagency group to discuss their MOUs with

Gulf state NGOs to institutionalize a volunteer program.

***Prepared external affairs section of draft ERMA rollout plan, together with draft of constituent advisory and

invitation to webinar for training.

**Coordinating with NOAA experts to brief NRDC, Oceana, and the Ocean Conservancy on science and NRDA

issues. Upon the recommendation of NOAA staff, extended invitation to DOI colleagues to participate in the

briefing.

· Complaint e-mails:

External Affairs received 7 emails over the last 24 hours. We have responded to 2 of them. Topics included oil

plume concerns and containment suggestions.

· Mass Notifications: None over the past 24 hours.



DATA INFORMATION  Conference call today between DHS, EPA and NOAA on DWH data sharing.  Of note--EPA was given the green

light to share QA/QC data with data.gov and geoplatform.gov, and they will also post the same data to epa.gov.

DHS is pushing for meeting next week with OSTP to discuss the way forward with geoplatform.gov, and to discuss

data governance/requirements— specifically around what science, CIP, claims data, etc should be posted where.

Steve Murawski and I will stage engaged with OSTP on these topics.



IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1. The paper to respond to questions from the Bahamas was cleared by NOAA and submitted to the NIC.   The

questions were basic and concerned the nature of the oil, subsurface plumes, environmental impacts on fisheries and

the seabed, and health and safety concerns.
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2. Coordinated a call between NOAA modelers, State (OES, Western Hemisphere, and the Cuba Desk), OIA, and

DWH staff to discuss the implications of the recent reconnection of the loop current and the necessity of formally

notifying Cuba and the Bahamas.  The decision was made to provide a short update to Cuba noting events since the

June 1st brief.   With respect to the Bahamas, the paper to respond to questions from Bahamas (see Action item #1)

contained information about the time it would take for oil to exit the Gulf of Mexico and reach Cay Sal (Bahamas)

which addresses the issue.

3. The seafood safety cable drafted by NMFS was cleared by FDA and State, and can now be dispatched to all

Posts.  The intent of the cable is to provide assurances abroad that rigorous measures are being put in place to assure

the continuing quality of Gulf seafood exports.

Key Bullets

· Response to Bahamian questions cleared by NOAA and submitted to NIC

· After conferring with NOAA modelers, State and NOAA agreed on how to inform Cuba and Bahamas that the

loop current is reconnecting.

· Seafood safety cable to provide assurances of continuing quality of Gulf exports cleared and ready for dispatch for

all Posts.



LEGAL / GC no updates

POLICY / BUDGET no updates



Document ID: 0.7.27.830







"
)



"
) "
) "
)
"
)
"
)
"
)
"
)"
)



"
)



"
)
"
)
"
)"
)
"
)



"
)
"
)
"
)
"
)
"
)
"
) "
)
"
)"
)"
)



# *



#
*



!
( !
(
!
( 
!
(

!
(



!
(



!
(



!
( !
(
!
(

!
(
!
(



!
(

!
(



!
( !
(

!
(



!
( !
(
!
(

!
(



!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(



!
( !
( !
(

!
(



!
( !
(
!
( 


!
(



!
(



!
(
!
(
!
( 
!
(

!
(

!
(



!
( !
(
!
(
!
( 
!
(
!
( 


!
(

!
(



!
( 
!
( !
( 


!
(



!
(



!
(
!
( 
!
(
!
(



!
(



!
(



!
( 
!
( 


!
(



!
( 
!
(



!
( !
( !
(



!
( 
!
(



!
( 
!
(



!
(



!
(
!
(



!
( 


!
( 


!
(
!
( 
!
(



!
( !
(



!
(
!
( 


!
(



!
(

!
( 


!
(



!
(



!
( 


!
(
!
(
!
(



!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
( !
(!
(!
(



!
(



!
(
!
( !
(
!
(
!
(
!
( 


!
(
!
(



!
( 


!
(
!
(
!
(



!
(



!
( !
(



!
( 
!
(



!
( !
(
!
( !
( !
( !
( !
( !
(!
(
!
( 


!
( 


!
( !
( 


!
( !
(
!
(
!
( 
!
( 


!
(
 !
(

!
(
!
(!
( !
( !
( 


!
( 


!
( 


!
(!
(
!
(
!
(



!
(



!
( 
!
(



!
( !
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
( !
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
( 
!
(



!
(
!
(
!
( !
(
!
( !
( !
(
!
( !
(!
( 
!
(



!
( !
(!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
( 
!
(



!
( 
!
( !
( !
(



!
( 
!
( 


!
( !
( 
!
( 


!
(
!
(!
(
!
( !
(
!
(
!
( 
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(



!
(!
(

!
(
!
( 


!
(
!
(



!
( 


!
(

!
( !
( !
(
!
(



!
( !
(
!
( !
( 
!
(



!
( !
( 
!
(



!
(
!
( !
( !
( 
!
(



!
( !
( 
!
(
!
(



!
(
!
(
!
(
!
( 
!
(
!
( !
( 


!
(
!
(

!
(



!
( 
!
(



!
( !
(!
(

!
(



!
(
!
(
!
(!
(
!
( !
(
!
(

!
( 


!
( !
(!
(!
(!
(!
(!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
( 
!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(!
( 


!(Ç Deepwater Horizon Platform



86°W



86°W



88°W 


88°W 


90°W 


90°W 


92°W 


92°W 


94°W 


94°W 


32°N 32°N



30°N 30°N



28°N
 28°N



26°N
 26°N
µ 


LA 


FL



AL
MS 


Strandings:



!
( New



!
( Confirmed Location



!
( Unconfirmed Location



Skimmer-caught:



#
* New



#
* Confirmed Location



Captures from Directed Surveys:

"
) New



"
) Confirmed Location



Trajectory - 24Hr



FORECASTHEAVY



FORECASTMEDIUM



FORECASTLIGHT



FORECASTUNCERTAINTY



Uncertainty - 24Hr 
0
 50 100 150 200 25 


Kilometers



Deepwater Horizon MC252:

Documented Sea Turtles in Northern

Gulf of Mexico from 4/30/10 - 6/08/10



Document ID: 0.7.27.830







!
( 


!
(



!
(



!
( 


!
( 


!
(



!
( 


!
(



!
(

!
(



!
( 


!
(



!
(
!
(
!
(
!
(



!
(



!
(



!
(



!
(

!
(
!
(



!
(



!
( 


!
(



!
( 


!
(
!
(
!
(



!
(



!
( 


!
(



!
(



!
( 


!
( 


!
(



!
( 


!
(



!(Ç Deepwater Horizon Platform



86°W



86°W



88°W 


88°W 


90°W 


90°W 


92°W 


92°W 


32°N 32°N



30°N 30°N



28°N 28°N



26°N 26°N
µ 


LA 


FL



AL
MS 


Strandings:

!
( New



!
( Confirmed Location

!
( Unconfirmed Location



Trajectory - 24Hr



FORECASTHEAVY



FORECASTMEDIUM



FORECASTLIGHT



FORECASTUNCERTAINTY



Uncertainty - 24Hr



0 50 100 150 200
25 


Kilometers



Deepwater Horizon MC252:

Documented Dolphins in Northern

Gulf of Mexico from 4/30/10 - 6/08/10



Document ID: 0.7.27.830







NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



June 10, 2010



EXPERIMENTAL PRODUCT



** For Internal Use ONLY **
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Update through June 8 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period:



 Increase of 7 turtle strandings, all dead (2 in MS, 1 in LA (externally oiled) for June 8, 2



in MS and 1 in LA for June 7, and 1 in AL on June 6 that were late reports)



 No verified dolphin strandings



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



Sea Turtles: 

322 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 7 from June 7



report, including 1 late report from a June 6 stranding)



 292 stranded* (increase of 7 from June 7)



o 270 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 7 from June 7)



o 22 of the stranded were found alive (no change from June 7)



 3 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 7)



 3 turtles released alive (no change from June 7)



 16 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 7)



 30 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (no change from June 7)



o 25 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 7)



o 2 turtles collected dead (no change from June 7)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 7)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 270 dead stranded, 2 dead directed capture, and 6 that died

in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 7)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 7)



 55 full necropsies performed (no change from June 7)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 7)



 153 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 7 from June



7)



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 3 dead stranded sea



turtle and 4 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 28 live sea turtles and



2 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.
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Update through June 8 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from April 30 through June 8 is



292. 



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  For the entire Northern Gulf of Mexico, the combined observed



range is 5-25 for the years 2005 to 2009 in LA, MS, AL, and FL (panhandle only).  The



breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in the month of June



(2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals:



 38 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no change from



June 7).



o 36 were dead stranded* dolphins (no change from June 7)



o 2 were live stranded dolphins, one of which that died shortly after stranding, one



that was euthanized upon stranding (no change from June 7)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 38 dead stranded and 2 live stranded that died or were

euthanized):



 13 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 7)



 8 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



7)



 6 full necropsies performed (no change from June 7)



 9 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 7)



 2 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 7)
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Update through June 8 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Information on Signs of Dolphin Oiling:



 Two of the verified dolphins have evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or body and



therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to determine



whether the animal was externally oiled pre- or post-mortem.  



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 Since April 30, the observed dolphin stranding rate is higher than the historical averages



that have been documented in recent years (2003-2007) in Louisiana, Mississippi, and



Alabama.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and reporting and the



lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter of 2010. 



 For the entire Northern Gulf of Mexico, the combined observed range is 0-6 for the years



2003 to 2007 in LA, MS, AL, and FL (panhandle only). The breakdown by state for the



range of animals historically stranding in the month of June (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 The directed turtle survey operating under Unified Command was on the water today but



was unable to locate suitable convergence areas for searching.  No captures were made.



 The Turtle Unit conducted a day-long meeting of all Unit leads in New Orleans.  Topics



included broad-based planning for nesting and hatchling issues, on-water capture efforts



and NRDA-Response convergence. Minutes of the meeting will follow.



 Due to the documented presence of manatees in Mobile Bay and shoreline oil in the area,



an aerial survey under the Wildlife Branch to assess the risk to these animals was



approved and is scheduled for tomorrow. Two airplanes will fly simultaneous surveys,



one in Alabama and one in Mississippi/part of Louisiana.  The survey will also record



any sightings of other marine mammals and sea turtles.



 The SEFSC is scheduled to conduct a marine mammal and sea turtle monitoring survey



beginning next week.  They have sought guidance regarding the protocols they should



follow if they encounter dead or distressed marine mammals.  They should have the



capability to document the encounter, recover any carcasses, and conduct a necropsy. 



Due to freezer limitations, they would not be able to retain an entire carcass, but could



take and keep samples.  As these are the only samples that we may get from some of



these offshore species, this sampling was deemed to be a high priority.  We will work to



get them the required PPE and sampling equipment.



 The SER conveyed that they have been hearing some concerns from public display



facilities in the Southeast (particularly Florida) that have open water systems and depend



upon seawater for their tanks.  If the area water becomes contaminated, they are



concerned about the implications for their facilities’ water supplies.  The Wildlife Branch



will follow up on these concerns.
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Documented Dolphins in Northern

Gulf of Mexico from 4/30/10 - 6/08/10
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NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



June 10, 2010



EXPERIMENTAL PRODUCT



** For Internal Use ONLY **
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Topic Areas



• P3-Air Quality Mission



• Loop Current Dynamics



• Tarballs



• Protected Species Status



• Seafood Safety Sampling



• NOAA Assets



•Planes, Vessels and Charters



•IOOS update
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Air Chemistry in Gulf oil spill area



Successful flight on June 8, 2010 (Tuesday)- ~ 6 hours over the spill



Key “Zeroth-order” findings:



•The spill site and surrounding have air pollution loadings of ozone and



particulate matter mass, aerosol are smaller than that in LA in 1980s



•Air was relatively clean away from the spill locations.



•Aromatics  were much higher than that encountered in any polluted urban



areas.  Total was <20 ppbv. 



•OSHA and EPA need to speak to the impacts of these.



• VERY rough estimate of the HCs evaporating from the oil slick.  Consistent with



expectations.  It may be possible to get a better estimate if the winds are larger



tomorrow.  May have implications to other findings.



• No definitive results regarding dispersants in air at this point



• Potential unknowns for closer examination



•detailed identification of the organic chemicals,



•composition of aerosols and their potential health impacts.
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Loop Current Discussion



for June 9, 2010



4



*  Sea height suggests that the outer edge of



the large loop eddy is reattaching to the Loop



Current, and that water east of the eddy is



flowing south to join the Loop Current.



*Walton Smith confirmed tarballs near



eastern side of LC, samples taken.
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Tarballs 


66



Observed location of tarballs.



• R/V Walton Smith



conducted a sampling



cruise to the edge of the



eddy that broke off of the



main Loop Current.



• Satellite anomalies and



transparent sheens seen in



this area over the past few



days made it a good



candidate for further



investigation.



• Sporadic tarballs mixed



with seaweed were



reported.



•
The location of this



observation was



approximately 180nm WSW



of Tampa Bay, FL and was



along the NE edge of the



main LC eddy.
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Turtles

Turtle Status



Total Verified Stranded Turtles 322



Total stranded turtles found dead 272



Total live stranded turtles currently in rehabilitation 41



Total live stranded turtles that died in rehabilitation 6



Total live stranded turtles released 3



Turtle Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 7



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



Number of full necropsies performed 55



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of



decomposition or unable to recover 46



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 153
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Dolphins

Dolphin Status



Total Verified Dolphins 38



Total dead stranded dolphins 36



Total live dolphins currently in rehabilitation 0



Total live dolphins stranded that died in care 2



Total live released dolphins 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 13



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 9



Number of full necropsies performed 6



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of 



decomposition or unable to recover



9



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 1 
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June 9, 2010



• Another set of 12 fish and shellfish composite samples will be analyzed by GC/MS today.



• Preparation of additional sets of fish and shellfish samples for chemical analysis are

ongoing. 
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 09 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 Hard Down Day, No flight, MacDill AFB



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Maintenance, Indianapolis, IN



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning / oil density and thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar install/testing, Ardmore, OK



N51 Shrike No flight, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter MMS marine mammal survey, Sitka, AK.



N57 Twin Otter DWH marine survey in Mobile, AL



N68 King Air DWH coastal photography / mapping, New Orleans, LA



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N42



N43



N68 
N46



N57



N48



N56



N45
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 09 JUN 2010



ID
Status Today



DE
Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 6/10 Woods Hole, MA



TJ
Underway on DWH “Western Sentry”. Arrival 6/11 Galveston, TX



HB
Alongside Newport, RI. Departure 6/22 for sea trials



NF
Alongside Charleston, SC. Departure 6/18 for scheduled project



RB
Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 6/14 for scheduled project



PC
Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 6/14 for scheduled project



R2 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 6/15 for scheduled project



TJ



R2
PC NF



HB 


GU 


DE



RB



DY 


FA 


HA SE 


RA



KA



SH



DJ

MF 


M2


EX Guam 


ID Status Today



FA Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 6/18 Port Angeles, WA



SH
Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 6/9, transit to Seattle, WA



MF
Alongside Astoria, OR. Departure 6/9 for scheduled project.



DY
Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/24 Dutch Harbor, AK



HI
Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 6/9 for scheduled project



M2
Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/9 for scheduled project



SE
Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA
Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA
Alongside Cascade, OR for shipyard repair period



DJ
Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 7/26



EX Underway on scheduled project. Arrival TBD, pending Indonesian clearance



= underway



= alongside



Document ID: 0.7.27.830.4







Chartered Vessels and NOAA Small Boats



As of 09 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BR F/V Beau Rivage Coastal mapping off of FL



BM R/V Brooks McCall Inport Port Fouchon



BB M/V Bunny Bordelon Inport Houma



CA R/V Caretta NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DWH begin 21 June



EN R/V Endeavor Transit to FL



GY R/V Gandy Inport Pascagoula for mechanical problems.  Return to operations estimated 14 June



JF R/V Jack Fitz Inport Golden Meadow



OV R/V Ocean Veritas 2.5km SSE of wellhead, deep water sampling



PE R/V Pelican Inport Chauvin, LA



RB M/V Rachel Bordelon Inport Houma, LA. Departing at 2300 for ACDP Buoy Deployment 2.5km north of wellhead



RC R/V Ryan Chouest Shallow water (5m) sampling for hydrocarbons, moving westerly



WS R/V Walton Smith Survey/sampling leading edge of forecast surface plume in "tiger tail"



WB R/V Weatherbird II Underway –non oil spill ops



BB  CA BM 



JF   GY RB  PE



= underway



= alongside



WB 


WS

BR



RC 
OV



EN
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Sub+Surface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations
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Vessel Assignments for June 9-11, 2010



https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Daily+Vessel+Call+Notes



Vessel Type Compliment
 Latitude Longitude Operations for June 8 Operations for June 9 Operations for June 10 Findings



Beau Rivage 109 ft F/V 6 Coastal sampling off FL Coastal sampling off FL Coastal sampling off FL



Brooks McCall 
162 ft ROV



Ops 
32 29 08.6N 90 12.8W In Port Fourchon 


Depart Port Fourchon Deep water sampling



Bunny Bordelon 150 ft OSV 16 29 35.9N 90 12.8W In Houma 
In Houma In Houma



Endeavor 185 ft Transit to FL Transit to FL 
Transit to FL



Gordon Gunter 224 ft R/V 33 30 18.0N 88 34.0W In Pascagoula 
In Pascagoula In Pascagoula



Jack Fitz 165 ft OSV 26 29 20.9N 90 14.8W In Golden Meadow 
Departing for deep water



sampling 
Deep water sampling



Navocean Sea



Gliders 
2 AUV's



Monitoring and sampling



oceanographic conditions



Monitoring and sampling



oceanographic conditions 
Monitoring and sampling



oceanographic conditions



Ocean Veritas 194 ft M/V 41 
28 42.9N 88 21.7W 


Deep water samplin, 2.5 km



SSE of wellhead, heading



2.5 km SW



Deep water sampling Deep water sampling 
No subsurface oil



detected



Pelican 116 ft R/V 16 29 14.3N 90 40.2W In Chauvin, LA 
In Chauvin, LA 


In Chauvin, LA



Rachel Bordelon 150 ft 20 29 35.9N 90 12.8W In Houma, departing 2300



ADCP Bouy Deployment,



2.5 km North of wellhead 
In Houma



Rutgers and USF



gliders 
3 AUV's



Monitoring FL coastal



waters from Tampa to the



Keys



Monitoring FL coastal



waters from Tampa to the



Keys



Monitoring FL coastal



waters from Tampa to the



Keys



Ryan Chouest 215 ft OSV 
29 35.8N 88 12.4W



Shallow (5m) water



sampling for hydrocarbons,



moving westerly



Departing Theordore, AL for



subsurface (150m) sampling



for hydrocarbons



Subsurface (150m)



sampling for hydrocarbons



Orange/brown oil cakes,



little subsurface



anomalies



Thomas Jefferson 208 ft R/V 33 
28 21.9N 91 47.8W 


MVP transects for coastal



sampling, westbound 
Arrive Galveston, TX In Galveston, TX



Anomalies on flourometer



at 25-40m depth off



Alabama, Delta and Port



Fourchon



Walton Smith 96 ft R/V 19 
26 22.9N 84 17.4W 


Survey/sampling leading



edge of forecast surface



plume in "tiger tail".



Arriving Key West for



repairs 
Transit to Miami



Long, patchy oil sheens



along 86W longitude, tar



"blobs"



Weatherbird II 115 ft R/V 20 Underway-Non-Oilspill 
Underway-Non-Oilspill 


Underway-Non-Oilspill
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US IOOS® Assets deployed 9June



Gliders (9) : IOOS Partners: MACOORA (Rutgers, U Del); SECOORA (USF); GCOOS (USM) ; SCCOOS (new);



US Navy (2).  Note USF recovered Sam and deployed Waldo



High Frequency Radars (6) –Surface currents : IOOS Partners GCOOS (USM); SECOORA (USF)



Drifters (10) : Horizon Marine –not shown on the map



Data: http://rucool.marine.rutgers.edu/deepwater/
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PRIORITY



ISSUES



RESPONSE OPERATIONS -

NIC/ICC/NRT



SCIENCE
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LMR



LMR(2)
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NRDA



NRDA(2)



ASSETS AND PLATFORMS



OPERATIONAL
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REGIONAL (1)



LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS



COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS
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EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT



DATA INFORMATION
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IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS



LEGAL / GC



POLICY / BUDGET
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STATUS UPDATE



Response Operations

• Source Control:  Estimated average daily recovery rate: 15,700 barrels. Oil production being estimated from

tank straps as opposed to meters due to a discrepancy in meter readings.  Drilling of relief wells continues -

software on BOP connected to DDII has been successfully re-installed - DDIII is 8,729 ft. below sea floor

(13,978 ft. below drill floor), DDII is 3,432 ft. below sea floor (8,650 ft. below drill floor).

NRT

•   Capacity:  Top Hat #4 maximum capacity ~18,000bbl/day; capacity of Q4000 using kill and choke lines

through BOP ~ 10,000bbl/day for total capacity of 18,000bbl/day using these two methods. 



NIC Activities

• Joint Analysis Group (JAG): Developed rough draft of the NIC's JAG /SDOT charter. This draft is being shared

with EPA and DOI. After revisions the draft will be discussed with the UAC/JAG to get consensus on the roles of

the two groups

• Subsurface Oil Talking Points: NOAA prepared talking points for undersecretary regarding the subsurface

dispersed oil. The talking points included the number of vessels presently involved in the study and the first

results reported yesterday from samples collected by the R/V Weatherbird II. The talking points also referred to

the upcoming report on the samples collected by the R/V Brooks McCall.

• NIC Outreach & PA: NIC/IASG staff from FDA and NOAA participated in the semi-weekly interagency Gulf

Outreach Call. Identified potential discussion topics for this Friday's conference call with environmental NGOs,

including status of spill response (USCG), sub-sea oil plume and implications (NOAA), hurricanes (NOAA), data

transparency and access (EPA), POTUS trip to MS, AL & FL early next week (CEQ). Next interagency call is

Friday morning; next open call with constituents is that afternoon.



attached
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Fisheries Closures

* There were no modifications to the closed area in the Gulf EEZ for June 09, 2010.  The closed area remains

78,264 sq mi (202,703 sq km), or about 32% of the GOM EEZ.

    * Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries a closure to recreational and commercial fishing in portions

of inside waters east of Grand Bayou in Plaquemines Parish effective June 8 due to reports of oil.  The portion of

state inside waters west of the Mississippi River and south of 29 degrees 30 minutes 00 seconds north latitude

and north of 29 degrees 20 minutes 00 seconds north latitude from the western shoreline of the Empire Canal

westward to the western shoreline of Grand Bayou is closed to recreational and commercial fishing.                

Seafood Inspection

  * Participating in a 4:30pm call today with States organized by the White House to discuss baseline data and re-
opening protocol.  FDA is also on the call.

    * Three NWFSC staff are in Pascagoula to assist NSIL staff to process fish and shrimp for chemical analyses.

    * NWFSC is continuing chemical analysis of oyster, shrimp, snapper and croaker tissues.

    * The Beau Rivage continues its hook and line and trawl survey to collect baseline samples for seafood safety

off the coast of Florida.

Marine Mammal and Turtle Health and Stranding

  * 322 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 7 from June 7 report,

including 1 late report from a June 6 stranding)

          o 292 stranded* (increase of 7 from June 7)

          o 270 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 7 from June 7)

          o 153 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 7 from June 7)

          o To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 3 dead stranded sea turtle and 4 live

stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).

    * 38 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no change from June 7).

    * The Turtle Unit conducted a day-long meeting of all Unit leads in New Orleans.  Topics included broad-
based planning for nesting and hatchling issues, on-water capture efforts and NRDA-Response convergence.

Minutes of the meeting will follow.



  * Due to the documented presence of manatees in Mobile Bay and shoreline oil in the area, an aerial survey

under the Wildlife Branch to assess the risk to these animals was approved and is scheduled for tomorrow.  Two

airplanes will fly simultaneous surveys, one in Alabama and one in Mississippi/part of Louisiana.  The survey

will also record any sightings of other marine mammals and sea turtles.

    * The SEFSC is scheduled to conduct a marine mammal and sea turtle monitoring survey beginning next

week.  They have sought guidance regarding the protocols they should follow if they encounter dead or

distressed marine mammals.  They should have the capability to document the encounter, recover any

carcasses, and conduct a necropsy.  Due to freezer limitations, they would not be able to retain an entire

carcass, but could take and keep samples.  As these are the only samples that we may get from some of these

offshore species, this sampling was deemed to be a high priority.  We will work to get them the required PPE

and sampling equipment.

    * The SER conveyed that they have been hearing some concerns from public display facilities in the Southeast

(particularly Florida) that have open water systems and depend upon seawater for their tanks.  If the area water

becomes contaminated, they are concerned about the implications for their facilities’ water supplies.  The

Wildlife Branch will follow up on these concerns.

    * The complete marine mammal health and stranding report, turtle stranding map, and dolphin stranding

map are attached.
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1. Technical Working Group Updates

Human Use:  Continued boat ramp counts at 2 ramps in FL, 3 ramps in LA, and 1 ramp in AL, and completed a

beach count overflight along the coast between MS/LA border and Appalachicola.



SAV:  Sampling is occurring off Florida within Big Lagoon. Samples collected include sediment and vegetation

for analytical. Field teams are preparing to sample locations near Horn and Petit Boy Island within the MS Gulf

Seashore National Park on June 9, 2010. Permits are being acquired.



Shoreline: 3 field teams mobilized for surveys out of Venice, LA in the Southwest Pass, Marsh Island, and Isles

Dernieres regions west of the MS river delta.  A summary of shoreline team activities is as follows:

Team 2- Surveyed islands immediately north of the eastern end of Grand Isle. Waypoint and tracklog data,

photographs and data sheets were collected from 9 waypoints during the day’s field effort. Team corresponded

with USFWS personnel prior to leaving the marina in order to confirm that no bird nesting areas would be

disturbed by our field efforts.

Team 3- Surveyed Calumet Island and Casse Tete Island.  North side of Calumet Island was surveyed and found

to be less than 1% oiled with tarballs.  The small islands at the east end of Casse Tete.  These were observed from

the water and found to be heavily oiled on the south side. 

Team 4- Surveyed mangrove/spartina islands in Barataria Bay. Most islands had nesting birds consisting of the

following species: brown pelicans, white ibis, common egret, snowy egret, laughing gulls and rosette spoonbills. 

Oiling patterns on water and islands varied, ranging from perimeter banding to complete oiling.  In the water

we observed silver sheen to large pooled areas approximately 5x5ft.  We observed a large black oil slick about

10 ft. wide and stretching south into the Gulf on the east side of Four Bayou Pass area.



Water Column : NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard 1 vessel. 4 vessels are in port.

• Gordon Gunter in Port (Pascagoula, MS)

• Bunny Bordelon i n Port (Port Fourchon, LA)

• Thomas Jefferson Off Port Fourchon with media aboard. Moving west conducting coastal water column

sampling transects.

• Jack Fitz in Port  (Golden Meadow, LA)

• Brooks McCall –  In Port (Port Fourchon, LA)



Marine Mammals: One bottlenose dolphin biopsy (tissue sample) collected in Sarasota, FL

Chemistry: 

Approximately 3500 samples have been collected and are in various phases of analysis.  70% of all samples are

water samples.

Update on sample processing procedures.  Approximately 40 samples per day are currently being processed

with two labs working 6-7 days per week and a third coming online to support processing needs soon.



no updates
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* Developed process to generate X, Y parameter files from NAVO glider data files

(NetCDF) as an intermediate step to create ESRI shapefiles (developer can also ingest glider data files into HDF-5

repos and serve with other observations)

* WOD data ingest into HDF-5 complete; access routines developed; currently building output formatters for

profile-type data

* Preparation of Brooks-McCall Survey bottle data files for generating profiles.

LISST data (particle concentration) were added to DO and TPH profile data for Cruises 3 and 4

(Stations 29-52).

* Initiated set up NCDDC R:\DWHData for organizing original survey data for use by NCDDC teams.

* Initiated structure for recommendations re organizing and generating metadata for DWH CTD, and Bottle

data.

* Staff responded to Michele Newlin on NOAA FOIA 2010-00385 – communications with universities re DWH.

* Staff reviewed the "Florida SERT Natural Resource Damage Assessment" website and list data fields used for

display of sampling data.

* Joint Analysis Group (JAG) formed (7 June 2010) to provide the following (in draft):

Objective: Track, Integrate, and Analyze monitoring data for MC252 oil found in Gulf of Mexico waters

between the bottom of the surface mixed layer and the seabed.

Organized into teams with leads for:

On water operations and mission coordination (Deepwater Branch in Houma)

Data Assembly, Integration, and Visualization Team (NESDIS/NCDDC)

Data Analysis Team (Virtual Team of NOAA/EPA/USGS/BP)

Meta Data/Quality Control (EPA/NESDIS/NCDDC)



Summary of Today's Congressional Staff Conference Call on the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill

    * USCG gave an overview the response assets in place now and oil collection measures underway

    * MMS provided a status update on the containment dome efforts and of the two relief wells

    * NOAA provided the current weather conditions and trajectory outlook for the next 3 days and noted that

there was no change in the fishery closure from yesterday

    * FWS provided updates on oiled wildlife and other USFWS resources

    * Staff from a number of Congressional offices participated, including Staff for Rep. Jay Inslee (D-1st, WA),

Staff for Staff for Senator Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), and Staff for Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS)

State of the Science Congressional Conference Call This Thursday

    * A conference call is set up this Thursday on issues related to the sub sea plume open to all interested

Congressional staff this Thursday, at 4:00pm.  The dial in number was sent around to Hill staff today.

Upcoming Congressional Hearings - Week of June 7 - 11

    * Wednesday, June 9th: House Science and Technology Committee, Energy and Environment Subcommittee

Hearing on "Deluge of Oil Highlights Research and Technology Needs for Effective Cleanup of Oil Spills" (NOAA

Witness: Doug Helton, NOS/OR&R)

    * Thursday, June 10th: House Natural Resources Committee, Insular Affairs, Oceans, and Wildlife

Subcommittee Hearing on "Ocean Science and Data Limits in a Time of Crisis: Do NOAA and the Fish and

Wildlife Service Have Resources to Respond?" (NOAA Witness: Dave Westerholm, NOS/OR&R)



Developed document to update press on past and current subsurface oil research missions, including the

Pelican. Document in clearanc.

Pending availability of P3 data tomorrow - possible press release
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 Interactions:

Met with recreational fishing leaders to discuss short term and long term economic needs of fishing related

businesses and coastal communities dependant on recreational fishing. De-briefed leadership on external affairs

trip to Gulf and recommendations for engagement strategy.

**NOAA External Affairs sent invitation to stakeholders and constituents in Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana

interested in attending the Economic Impact Town Halls to be hosted by Secretary Locke on June 10. NOAA

External Affairs collecting RSVPs for the Commerce Town Halls

**Coordinating with External Affairs representative at EPA to help LSU Dept of Food Science get appropriate

agency speakers for stakeholder conference being scheduled for June 25th on seafood safety and environmental

monitoring.

***Spoke with constituent regarding media interest in Maine; wanted to speak with someone about potential of

oil spill reaching Atlantic coast. Referred caller to John Ewald.

***Spoke with BP External Affairs manager again about getting the Gulf state representatives taking over

coordination of the volunteer program on the weekly White House call with NGOs or the interagency team. He

had delivered names of the four organizations with a lead: Louisiana Serve Commission through Louisiana

Association of United Ways; Governor's Commission on Volunteerism and Community Service through

Volunteer Florida; Governor's Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives through United Ways of

Alabama; Mississippi Commission for Volunteer Service.****Telecon with White House Public

Engagement/CEQ/federal agencies for updates. Briefed the group on BP’s desire to have a forum with the

interagency group to discuss their MOUs with Gulf state NGOs to institutionalize a volunteer program.

***Prepared external affairs section of draft ERMA rollout plan, together with draft of constituent advisory and

invitation to webinar for training.

**Coordinating with NOAA experts to brief NRDC, Oceana, and the Ocean Conservancy on science and NRDA

issues. Upon the recommendation of NOAA staff, extended invitation to DOI colleagues to participate in the

briefing.

• Complaint e-mails:

External Affairs received 7 emails over the last 24 hours. We have responded to 2 of them. Topics included oil

plume concerns and containment suggestions.

• Mass Notifications: None over the past 24 hours.



 Conference call today between DHS, EPA and NOAA on DWH data sharing.  Of note--EPA was given the green

light to share QA/QC data with data.gov and geoplatform.gov, and they will also post the same data to epa.gov. 

DHS is pushing for meeting next week with OSTP to discuss the way forward with geoplatform.gov, and to

discuss data governance/requirements—specifically around what science, CIP, claims data, etc should be

posted where.  Steve Murawski and I will stage engaged with OSTP on these topics.
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1. The paper to respond to questions from the Bahamas was cleared by NOAA and submitted to the NIC.   The

questions were basic and concerned the nature of the oil, subsurface plumes, environmental impacts on

fisheries and the seabed, and health and safety concerns.

2. Coordinated a call between NOAA modelers, State (OES, Western Hemisphere, and the Cuba Desk), OIA, and

DWH staff to discuss the implications of the recent reconnection of the loop current and the necessity of

formally notifying Cuba and the Bahamas.  The decision was made to provide a short update to Cuba noting

events since the June 1st brief.   With respect to the Bahamas, the paper to respond to questions from Bahamas

(see Action item #1) contained information about the time it would take for oil to exit the Gulf of Mexico and

reach Cay Sal (Bahamas) which addresses the issue.

3. The seafood safety cable drafted by NMFS was cleared by FDA and State, and can now be dispatched to all

Posts.  The intent of the cable is to provide assurances abroad that rigorous measures are being put in place to

assure the continuing quality of Gulf seafood exports.

Key Bullets

• Response to Bahamian questions cleared by NOAA and submitted to NIC

• After conferring with NOAA modelers, State and NOAA agreed on how to inform Cuba and Bahamas that the

loop current is reconnecting.

• Seafood safety cable to provide assurances of continuing quality of Gulf exports cleared and ready for dispatch

for all Posts. 



no updates



no updates
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LEAD TASKERS NOTES



Bill Conner



Steve Murawski
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John Oliver
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Tony Penn



Phil Kenul
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Buck Sutter



John Gray



Justin Kenney
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Andy Winer



Joe Klimavicz
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Jim Turner



Lois Schiffer



Sally Yozell
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TASK DEADLINE



litigation hold on all documenets on-going



talking points/on-pager Impacts to marine mammals and turtles 4/27/2010



Fisheries report and economic statistics 4/28/2010



Role, Schedule document 4/29/2010



Email Distribution List 4/29/2010



fishery closure disaster FAQs (can fishermen receive compensation near real-time?) 4/29/2010



Request for economic impacts to fisheries 4/29/2010



fisheries issues white paper as relates to spill 4/29/2010



Develop a long-term staffing plan 4/30/2010



White House White paper -  OCS and OSLTF 4/30/2010



Develop plan for ICC to be 24 hrs 4/30/2010



Use of Satellite Imagery 4/30/2010



oil spill impacts, hurricances, and other weather systems 4/30/2010



provide trajectory information to DOT 4/30/2010



List of NMAO vessels in area 4/30/2010



Impacts to NOAA equipment (tide guages, etc) 4/30/2010



Unified Command locations 4/30/2010



Map of NOAA facilities in area 4/30/2010



contact info to send new ideas/technologies 4/30/2010



Worst Case Scenario briefing for Deputies 5/1/2010



assessment of historical weather in Gulf 5/1/2010



Prioritized list of Congressional of overflights 5/1/2010



policy decision -economic implications for WH 5/1/2010



Winer to serve as POC for NGO engagement 5/1/2010



Resources at Risk and accompanying FAQs about roles responsibiliites, and what we are actually doing 5/1/2010



follow-up with UNH science contacts, particularly in relation to dispersants 5/1/2010



one-pager biological impact from sheen and dispersants 5/2/2010



NOAA role in oil spills 5/3/2010



Turtle talking points 5/3/2010



legal record of use of dispersant at source 5/3/2010



work force mgt explore how to engage support of other agencies, states, etc 5/3/2010



Contingency Plan for Gordon Gunther 5/3/2010



Official Tasking for vessel allocation 5/4/2010



Loop Current Tps 5/4/2010



Verify NIST engaged in specimen collection 5/4/2010



understanding of safety of environment 5/4/2010



Safety of staff working on the ground 5/4/2010



catch & release in closed area tps 5/4/2010



recreational & commercial fishing data 5/4/2010



NASA to provide high spectral imaging 5/4/2010



Legal questions for response to Governors 5/4/2010



LO engagement training fishermen 5/4/2010



loop current factsheet 5/5/2010



High level worst case tps 5/5/2010
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worst case web-ex meeting 5/5/2010



partner with google on product on-going



NMFS updated info available for Govs. Calls 5/6/2010



best case scenario 5/6/2010



Request from DOI for assistance in chain of custody, storage procedures, laboratories that can do

anaylysis, etc. 5/6/2010



Review EPA Dispersant Q&A 5/7/2010



info on how volunteers can get involved 5/7/2010



mechanism for small grants to academics 5/7/2010



Briefing for Francis Beinecke, CEO NRDC 5/7/2010



industry validator list for efforts in Gulf for Adm Allen phone call on 4/9 5/8/2010
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Q&A on Sea Food Safety - NOAA/FDA authorities, roles, on-ground coordination, NMFS 5/9/2010



Assess NOAA to serve as lead for SCATs 5/9/2010



Compacted oil bricks collected at Dauphin Island, what NOAA scientist received, what info is known 5/9/2010



NOAA all hands message on gulf 5/9/2010



Rep. Cassidy requested info on testing/monitoring of the impacted fisheries areas and how it is

determined what areas should be closed (or re-opened) and how that information is relayed with the

public. 5/9/2010



analysis of "red-tide" samples 5/9/2010



NOAA Research Council oil and science coordination across NOAA; outcome actions for team and

Larry Robinson 5/9/2010



Gov. LA request to dredge and fill for keeping oil off-shore 5/9/2010



follow-up on cooperative MOU and BP science sharing, and ability for contract academic scientist to

share data 5/10/2010
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Identify NOAA Scientist to serve as lead for our scientific activities and liaison for the academic

community 5/10/2010



Follow up with MS and AL regarding fisheries closure.  NMFS has call today with State Directors 5/10/2010



subject matter expert briefings 5/10/2010



Ensure we are adequately ramping up our capacity to analyze seafood safety issues 5/10/2010



Review DOS Embassy cable 5/10/2010



OMB request that NOAA serve as Federal lead for Deepwater Horizon consolidated website 5/11/2010



Provide guidance to staff regarding tracking hours, expenses, etc in relation to this event 5/11/2010



NOAA SSC /RRT efforts to host workshop on dispersants, region-wide assessment, impacts, long-term

fate, etc. 5/11/2010



Seafood Sampling plan details for DOC 5/11/2010



Fisheries Disaster Declaration – Apparently the Governor sent a letter to Sec. Locke on April 30

seeking a disaster declaration for MS fisheries due to the leak.  They have not heard anything about

their request and asked for a status update. 5/11/2010



Process for forwarding funding requests to Unified Command or other leads 5/12/2010



Move proposals for IOOS HFR and second flight of P-3 through approval process 5/12/2010



Prepare request to Mary Landry regarding NOAAs research/scientific requests,  ceiling of requests,

and streamlined process for making requests 5/12/2010



Guidance for staff on congressional town halls, local/regional meetings with congress  – ensure

consistent messaging 5/12/2010



Request rough estimate for number of NOAA staff in the region, distinct from those on TDY 5/13/2010



Follow-up today for science coordination across NOAA and engagement/coordination with Navy 5/13/2010



Request for time on aircraft for NMFS enforcement 5/13/2010



Follow-up regarding interview scheduled for today in Houma 5/13/2010



Media protocol – work through Office of Communications and External Affairs on all media requests.  5/13/2010
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External constituent  engagement protocol – work through appropriate offices: Office of

Communication and External Affairs and o Office of Legislative and Intergovernmental  Affairs  5/13/2010



When you meet with external groups, please send a brief report out of the meeting and interests of the

public (all) 5/13/2010



Barrier Island fill-in follow-up today, ensure Habitat Office is engaged; host call today with NOAA HQ

and staff ASAP today (5/13) 5/13/2010



Request for data on normal numbers of turtle and dolphin strandings/deaths for the longest historical

data 5/13/2010



Follow-up on flow-rate estimates 5/14/2010



NOAA needs to step out in a stronger way regarding our science and examining the whole ecosystem;

air quality and water quality.  5/14/2010



Utilize Sea Grant more effectively to serve as our liaison for engaging with the community 5/14/2010



Engage external scientific community to validate video’s from BP 5/14/2010



ADML Landry request 30-day ship time, use of the Gordon Gunther 5/15/2010



Overview of sampling that is not being done, broad issues related to understanding where the oil is

and what its impact is (all assets, not exclusive to NOAA assets)  Requested to send this to the NIC 5/15/2010



Clear Daily report on status of marine mammals and turtles 5/15/2010



Create daily chart showing mortality in relation to: #of total dead turtles, # sent for necropsies, #

necropsies completed, and # dead due to oil.  5/15/2010



Assess capacity to conduct work needed – request to review this and if more people are needed 5/15/2010



develop timeline of seafood safety testing in advance of Monday Meeting/call at WH 5/15/2010



Ensure routine updates on 0800 calls on key issues NOAA is working on 5/15/2010



Ensure clear lines of communication and updates between NOAA and NIC 5/15/2010



Reconstruct process of how NOAA has been engaged with developing/communicating release rate 5/15/2010



Contact sheet for where to refer constituents to for key information 5/15/2010
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Strategies to communicate our issues, particularly NMFS closures to public 5/15/2010



Assign lead technical expert for LA barrier island issue 5/15/2010



Check in on monitoring plan regarding use of sub-sea dispersants 5/15/2010



Develop product for what our NERR and NM  Sanctuary sites are seeing 5/15/2010



Follow-up on release of chemical contents of dispersants for seafood safety testing needs 5/15/2010



Identify mechanism to follow-up with attendees at community meetings 5/15/2010



Follow-up on NOAA representation at NIC and if Mark Miller and Ralph Lopez need additional

support 5/16/2010



Communication plan for loop current, ensure have same story for all constituents.  Talking points for

leadership 5/16/2010



Move loop current one-pager through clearance ASAP 5/16/2010



Change loop current map: oil portion stippled to indicate that the oil is not uniform across the spill,

show loop current as a somewhat more varied flow 5/16/2010



Tuesday, 2-3 meeting hosted by OMB for bi-cameral Congressional meeting to review legislation that

has been introduced – who should participate on behalf of NOAA 5/16/2010



Formal request needed through NIC for chemical components of dispersants, assistance from GC if

needed 5/16/2010



Dispersant Monitoring plan should include efficacy of dispersant on oil, and biological/ecological

impacts 5/16/2010



Hurricane outlook interactions with oil spill talking points and Tuesday 8am briefing 5/16/2010



Develop talking points for issue of Pelican cruise and scientific statements asserted in press 5/17/2010



Line Office assess participation in 3 technical working groups that are stood up by the Interagency

Solutions group 5/17/2010



Develop proposal for engaging academic community (for review today) 5/17/2010



Reconsider fisheries closure in light of data provided from Pelican cruise.  Also conducting random

dock-side sampling to ensure seafood safety. 5/17/2010



Expedited review of Loop 101 and Talking Points – internal by 0930 5/17/2010



Expedited review of Long-Term Transport of Oil and Talking Points – internal by 1100 5/17/2010



Follow-up on research platforms that could be deployed and sampling plan from all assets 5/18/2010



Expert briefing for Loop Current 5/18/2010



Histogram by day for turtle strandings 5/18/2010



Request for talking points for turtle strandings 5/18/2010



Precautionary closure of fisheries due to potential of oil in the loop current 5/18/2010



Assign technical point for OMB, DOC, FDA group regarding seafood safety; . 5/18/2010



Need to have talking points and alert Cuba and Mexico regarding fishery closure and potential of oil

in loop current 5/18/2010



Alert WH of fishery closure change 5/18/2010



Talking points on loop current, fishery closure, international, states – what we are doing to address

the potential that oil is in the loop current 5/18/2010



PLEASE clearly note on all emails and documents if they are FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 5/19/2010



Check-in with Michele Finn regarding assets available on the ground, consider requesting Navy

support 5/19/2010



Talking points on activities underway in Sanctuaries and NERRs 5/19/2010



NOAA daily update, NOAA by the numbers, what NOAA has done for the day 5/19/2010
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Do not provide economic data; contact Patricia Buckley (pbuckley@doc.gov) and Mark Doms

(mdoms@doc.gov) for questions and cleared economic data 5/19/2010



Consider if the new Loop Current product can be made public and updated as appropriate 5/20/2010



Follow-up call with NMFS and Kennedy regarding particular aspects of seafood safety testing and oil

aspects 5/20/2010



Time-line for science plan 5/20/2010



Recirculate oil and hurricane materials 5/20/2010



Step back and assess how we are operating in response to this spill, how can we do a better job in

getting information out to the public (data, what we are doing, etc), what resources do we need to 5/20/2010



additional staff needs for ORR Seattle War room, etc 5/21/2010



Joint press release for Gunther and USF sampling cruise 5/21/2010



Notification to foreign nations of potential impacts to their states; need to do this in a timely manner as

there are legal considerations 5/21/2010



Follow up on science plans, cruises – note of 7 vessels, request for clear list of vessels and activities 5/22/2010



Hurricane’s and Oil Spill fact sheet and talking points, share with Jason Rolfe at the NIC 5/22/2010



Share stories for how the government is adding value to the spill response and associated activities 5/22/2010



Determine how many non-Federal partners NOAA has engaged with this process 5/23/2010



Engage oil spill community and hurricane community to familiarize on data, processes,

communication strategies so that if hurricanes occur in the gulf, we can have  a coordinated message

and approach; include EPA in conversations and follow-up actions 5/24/2010



Consider deploying ORR staff to sit in the NHC to support FEMA on the ground 5/24/2010



Do a briefing for meteorologists on the ground in the coastal states that are prepared with information

and talking points regarding oil spill and hurricanes 5/24/2010



Identify what our hurricane response plan is in light of a hurricane, both Unified Command and

NOAA assets 5/24/2010



Follow-up for 3pm Oil Spill 101 WH Press Briefing 5/24/2010



Dispersant workshop – provide information on plans, who is invited, etc. for outreach to public and

federal agencies, etc. 5/24/2010



Follow-up on EPA water quality monitoring plan, potentially item to be raised at a Principal call. 5/24/2010



Follow-up meeting among science players to ensure tight coordination across NOAA 5/24/2010



Succinct email for where we are on making data public and where that data will be housed 5/24/2010



Roll out seafood safety results this week, ensure is well coordinated 5/24/2010



Berm proposal - usace proposal for berm : NOAA review before noon 5/25/2010



Dispersant workshop at LSU - Planners need to connect Nancy Kinner 5/25/2010



Clear compilation of NOAA and contract cruise activities 5/26/2010



Review materials that are distributed daily and streamline 5/26/2010
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Resources for ensuring ERMA/data information can be operational ASAP; request from other

bureaus and departments for servers and hardware needs while we wait for equipment to

arrive 5/26/2010



Follow-up on discussion regarding data compilation and peer review considerations for data 5/26/2010



clearance for posting on erma 6.5.2010



clearance process for factsheets, tps, etc 6.4.2010



ERMA: Data descriptions NOAA delivering to the public through geoplatform.gov. 6.4.2010



Talking pts/materials for dr. lubchenco for 6.7.2010 potus briefing on dwh 6.3.2010



intro speech for dr. lubchenco's chow presentation 6.3.2010



Need POC for Smithsonian offering to work with NOAA: 370,000 marine collections from

the Gulf. They are deep ocean specimens from areas right around the oil spill. Result in a

sense of relative abundance, and might provide a helpful basline.

Jonathan Coddington (CODDINGTON@si.edu) lead for SI 6.5.2010
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LEAD Status



ALL On-going



NMFS Completed



James



Dieveney Completed



Love Completed



NMFS Completed



NMFS through ICC Completed



Moore



Lukens, Bavishi, Holst Completed



Moore Completed



Holst Completed



NWS Completed



ICC Completed



Taggert Completed



Moore



Holst Completed



Taggart Completed



ORR Completed



Conner, Helton Completed



NWS Completed



Gray, Bagley Completed



Doremus



Winer On-going



NMFS Completed



kennedy request Completed



Holst Completed



Holst Completed



NMFS Completed



ORR On-going



Taggart



OMAO Completed



Conner Completed



ORR Seattle Completed



ORR need follow-up



Broglie On-going



Nyr B On-going



NMFS Completed



James, Plummer



Glackin Completed



Schiffer, GC Completed



PCO Completed



ORR Seattle Completed



Holst Completed
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Conner OBE



Klimavicz, Akamine On-going



NMFS, Rapp On-going



Conner Completed



NIST/Pedro Espina



Holst, ORR Completed



Madsen Completed



On-going



Winer



Winer Completed
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NMFS



Conner Completed



Conner Completed



Kenney completed



OLA/NMFS Completed



ORR



Murawski Completed



Bavishi



Schiffer, GC
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Kennedy/Glackin/ORR completed



NMFS



Completed/but

continued

engagement needed



Comms with JIC On-going



Murawski/Thompson



DWH, ORR Completed



Sarri to follow-up with OMB,

Klimavicz



Gallagher/all staff Completed



conner in progress



NMFS draft developed



NMFS



ORR/Gallagher



ORR/OAR/Gallagher



ORR/Gallagher



Gray, Bagley



Taggart Completed



Murawksi as lead, Zdenka,others Completed



Oliver/Kenul



Kenney/Westerholm/Conner Completed



All staff On-going
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All staff On-going



All staff On-going



Yozell On-going



NMFS outstanding



Murawski and team



McLean, Winer, Kennedy,

Murawski



Beaverson



Kenul/westerholm Completed



Murawksi and team



ORR/ICC



NMFS



NMFS/ORR



NMFS



Dieveney/Kennedy On-going



Dieveney/Westerholm/Miller On-going



ORR-Seattle



Dieveney/Winer team
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Sutter/Winer



Yozell



Westerholm/Henry completed



NOS On-going



Kennedy/Westerholm outstanding



McLean/Winer/Bamford/Gray



Miller with leadership



Kenney Completed



Murawski/Dieveney/leadership

clearance Completed



Haddad Completed



Gray



Tim Gallagher



Tim Gallagher completed



NWS completed



Kenney/McLean Completed



LO Leadership



Murawski/Sandifer/Haddad,

others draft submitted 5/17



NMFS Completed



HQ clearance Completed



HQ clearance outstanding



Murawski/McLean



Kenney



NMFS



NMFS



NMFS



NMFS



Sarri 



DWH Team with experts completed



ALL On-going



DWH Team



DWH Team



Kenney underway
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ALL On-going



Conner/Kenney review on-going



Oliver, Kennedy Completed



Matlock, Murawski



DWH Team Completed



All, also particular to NOAA HQ on-going



Taggart



Kenney



Turner/Reed with DWH Team On-going



Gallagher



NWS and ORR in progress



Comms/DWH staff team On-going



ICC RFI



NWS/ORR



ORR completed



NWS/ORR



ICC



Kenney Complete



Gray/Kenney (Dreyfus)



(Rolfe at NIC/Westerholm)



Kennedy



Klimavicz  Completed



Comms/ NMFS



policy/NIC completed



Comms completed



Science/Assets



ICC/DWH staff
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Data & Information



Science



margaret spring



comms



Amy Merten



DWH Staff



DWH Staff



NRDA / Penn
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Outcome NOTES



questions from WH



Submitted through JIC process, not a NOAA product



briefing to take place on 5/18



http://www.charts.noaa.gov/ENCs/?M=D



map is now created periodically showing all NOAA assets in the

region



map is now created periodically showing all NOAA assets in the

region



map is now created periodically showing all NOAA assets in the

region



Have one-pager with info for use



one-pager developed and sent for clearance on 5/17



being coordinated through Unified Command



External Affairs team in place to support



cleared and posted on-line



request to engage UNH through the science summit proposal and

engaging academic scientists



complete and posted on-line



requested by GC



working on IPA



BP not requesting



BP not requesting



5/7 version completed and available for use internally



what is NIST concern?



Birnea to travel 5/10 to review situation and develop a plan



vendor AIRINC could also serve this role



info sent to John Rapp for use



completed, needs to be posted on-line
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Dr. L to call google colleagues to follow up    

www.google.com/crisisresponse/oilspill  



will be built into every days tps



Experience tells me that the response would go on for 45-60 more

days, but the oil will all be beached or dispersed within about 30



Pedro to close loop with NOAA and DOI



Need to have final Q&A



On the guidance for volunteer issue, Caren and I are working with

BP's volunteer coordination program coordinators to establish a

protocol for providing information to BP about organizations that

have volunteer resources and organizations in the Gulf that are

capable of accepting volunteers.  Based on my discussions, BP should

be ready to discuss these protocols by Wednesday/Thursday, and we

are planning a call with BP's volunteer coordinators and the external

affairs working group organized by CEQ.  In addition, the Fish and

Wildlife Service and NOAA are working together to take the various

lists of entities offering volunteers and organizations in the Gulf

seeking volunteers and create a working document.  After we

determine the best way to interface with BP, we will likely send the

document to JIC and get approval to share it with BP.



there is a mechanism in place (LA Sea Grant), for which funds if

available could always be added, other regional Sea Grants following

suit.  Sea Grant should be included in the suite of granting

mechanisms engaged, but not be sole route



To follow-up with Michele Finn to identify SSC or other to brief



list sent to Justin on Sat.  No known outcomes from Adm Allen phone

call
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Mussel

Watch

(John

Christense

n in

NCCOS) is

sampling

for

chemicals

in shellfish

along the

coast to

establish

new base

lines before

oil hits and

will be

testing

during and

after spill

hits

shorelines. 

It is

nation's

longest

continual

water

quality/she

llfish

monitoring

program.



Determine that we could coordinate Federal participation on SCAT

(as of 5/10/10: 4 out of Houma; 5 out of Mobile)



analysis shows this is from Mississippi 252; likely sourced from

initial blast



sent with notice of confirmation of AS Dr. Larry Robinson



Talking points cleared and delivered



Analysis being done 5/10 by LUMCON, should have information

today



 NCCOS

scientists

(Rick

Stumpf) on

what red

tides/ algae

they have

IDed in

Gulf.



activities on-going to engage scientific community across NOAA and

external partners



call taking place on 5/12 (EPA, NOAA, DOI)
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Gary Matlock - intra-agency; Murawski - interagency; Sandifer -

academic liaison



NMFS has call today with State Directors



no specific

criteria

they are

using

NOAAs 3

day traj's

like us



Disperants, Hurricanes, Seafood Safety, etc. Dispersants (5/12)



NMFS text has been provided regarding fish closures and seafood

safety



contact made to DOC CFO to take action to follow-up with OMB to

make a formal request of Randy Lyon,

Randolph_M._Lyon@omb.eop.gov, and ask about a possible DOC

leadership role perhaps through multi-agency coordination with SBA

to explore further what is required for physical one-stop locations.



Deepwater

Integrated

Services

Team led

by Tracy

Wareing,

DHS, and

Daniel

Werfel,

OMB. Leon

Cammen,

NOAA Sea

Grant,



guidance distributed on 5/12



Charlie Henry is trying to push forward with this using BP funding. 

He requested that Dave Kennedy support the concept to BP while he

is in Louisiana.  We should also start to support the idea in NRT calls

and discussions with EPA. 



Meeting with OMB, DOC, and FDA Monday, 5/17



FTEs in 5 regional states: 1400; within 20 miles of coastline: ~750



activities on-going



interview was canceled



Contact: Justin Kenney (justin.kenney@noaa.gov), Scott Smullen

(Scott.smullen@noaa.gov) and Jennifer Austin

(Jennifer.austin@noaa.gvo).
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Office of Communication and External Affairs  (Andy Winer:

Andrew.winer@noaa.gov); Office of Legislative and

Intergovernmental  Affairs (john.gray@noaa.gov)



send to Andrew.winer@noaa.gov and dwh.staff@noaa.gov



meeting happening in region today: rachel sweeney, pat williams to

participate on behalf of NMFS



data received by NMFS on 5/17, in process



(updated 5/14) WHOI scientists are capable of deploying

instruments on one of the working ROVs.  We discussed making

multiple acoustic measurements to assess the degree of variability. 

This looks to be doable



NIST: Flow

Metrology

Group and

the POC

there is

Pedro

Espina

(pedro.espi

na@nist.go

v, 301-975-
5444)



Regional meeting with all Sea Grant Directors scheduled for Monday,

5/17



request for longer piece of video is still outstanding (5/17)



Identify what other NOAA/academic assets has that are comparable;

o Connect with Unified Area Command to determine needs and how

needs could be met by other NOAA /academic assets



USCG is

using

contract

vessel. No

need for

NOAA to

reallocate

the

Gunther

(reported

on 5/17)



Request from WH Principals meeting on 5/14 - note that if more

resources are needed we should ensure we have them



Report for daily situation report



Request from WH Principals meeting on 5/14; DoI requested to do

same for birds



Request from WH Principals meeting on 5/14 - note that if more

resources are needed we should ensure we have them



NOAA contacts at NIC: Mark Miller (mark.w.miller@noaa.gov);

Ralph Lopez (ralph.lopez@noaa.gov)
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Has polled team for technical expert engagement (Miles Croom,

Chris Doley, others)



Contact made to NERR and ONMS on 5/14 for follow-up



NOAA NIC contacts tracking this down today 5/14



assessing additional full-time science staff



Spring/NMFS(Reisner)/NOS (Westerholm and Kennedy)



will be given to team on 5/18



Proposal from Mark Miller: Discharge Rate technical team – potential

participants: Dr. Bill Lehr, OAR (Dr. Ned Cokelet, PMEL); • Loop

current team – potential participants: Dr. Jerry Galt, Dr. Rich Patchen

(Environmental Assessment Group has also taken this issue on); •

Subsea Dispersant Characteristics – potential participants: Dr. CJ

Beegle-Krausen, Dr. Alan Mearns



verified that the area in which the Pelican was working is within the

closed area



JIC cleared (5/17) OMB/WH pending



Closing larger area of fishery will be announed 1300 today, in effect

1600 today



Steve Wilson and Tim Hansen can serve this role



press briefing on loop current conducted 5/18 at 1100.



request out to Los to submit data every day
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contact Patricia Buckley (pbuckley@doc.gov) and Mark Doms

(mdoms@doc.gov) for questions and cleared economic data



determined product as is is not appropriate for public dissemination,

conversations between D.Miller and Helton underway



sent with notes from call



updated document outlining leadership response structure



Tick-Tock of NOAA assets on the ground developed (5/23)



Jerry Galt identified to serve this role



Have slide deck used for this press briefing



Comments on plan postponed to noon 5/24



NOAA's principal web engineers worked through this past weekend

and are continuing to install additional hardware to allow this effort

to become a reality. We are limiting access to this development/test

portal to speed development.  I thought we would be able to allow

access to a few users to preview the site today, but given where we

are with development, we will try to give some access tomorrow to

NOAA leadership.  Concerning the consolidated approach to

Deepwater data, this development (public ERMA or GeoPlatform.gov)

addresses the ability to integrate all of NOAA's data, as well as other

Government agencies (DOI, EPA, DHS)



comments submitted 5/25
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Received(Date): Tue, 29 Jun 2010 17:06:49 -0400

From: Grace Wahlbrink <Grace.Wahlbrink@noaa.gov>

Subject: Daily ACTIONS and UPDATES 6.29.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

MMST_Health_and_Stranding_Update_for 29 June (for activities 28June) FINALWORDDOC.doc

NRDA Activities Report_6_29_10.doc

OMAO DWH Aircraft Tasking - Program Impacts 062810.docx

OMAO DWH Ship Tasking - Program Impacts 062810.docx

OMAO_Assets_Gantt_Chart_062910.xlsx

Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule 062910.doc



      PRIORITY

ISSUES

RESPONSE OPERATIONS - NIC/ICC/NRT  No Update

SCIENCE  FYI-- Yesterday's files are also attached. Please see attached

for the NOAA Science briefing for tomorrow June 30th.

* Preliminary Fluorescence data (May 19 –June 19)

* Loop Current Dynamics

* Protected Species Status

* Seafood Safety Sampling

* Seafood Analysis of PAHs

* NOAA Assets

* IOOS

o Planes, Vessels and Charters

LMR  Fisheries Closure

* There was no change to the closed area for June 29, 2010. The closed

area remains 80,228 sq mi (207,790 sq km) and covers about 33% of the

GOM EEZ.

* Fisheries/State Directors weekly update call on June 29, 2010 on

federal and state activities, primary topics were

o Disaster assistance, if congress should pass supplemental

o Discussion among states regarding BP payments to fisherman



Seafood Inspection

* NOAA issues seafood press release affirming commitment to safety of

Gulf Coast seafood and announcing Federal and State agencies will use

joint protocol for reopening closed waters. .



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding

* The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map,

dolphin stranding map, and large whale stranding map are attached.

* 583 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill

area” (increase of 3 from June 28 report)

o 478 stranded (increase of 3 from June 28)

+ 432 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 2 from June 28)

+ 46 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 1 from June 28)

+ 38 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 1 from June 28)

o 314 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants

(increase of 2 from June 28)

LMR (2)  o To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented

externally on 7 dead stranded sea turtle and 8 live stranded turtles (2

of which were caught in skimming operations).

o To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 93

live sea turtles and 3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle

surveys.



* 55 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill

area” (no change from June 28).
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* 1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the

“designated spill area” (no change from June 28)

* On-water direct turtle capture operations under Unified Command’s

Wildlife Branch are not operational today due to NOAA forecast weather

conditions.

* The Marine Mammal/Sea Turtle Unit, Houma and Mobile, continue to work

to distribute sea turtle kits and protocols to the vessels of

opportunity. The MM/ST unit is reaching out to Area Command to ensure

consistency across the command centers.

* The Wildlife Branch, Houma Incident Command, will be bringing in two

new staff members to work on establishing the observer program for

on-water clean-up operations.



NRDA  See Attached Quad PDF "6.29.2010_Combined Quad.pdf" and "NRDA

Activities Report_6_29_10.doc"

ASSETS AND PLATFORMS  The following digital files are attached.

Information is current as of Date Time Group in subject line.



1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations of assets.

2. OMAO Assets Excel Gantt Chart showing projects assigned to each asset.

3. Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule Word document identifying

impacts to NOAA projects should OMAO assets be tasked

4. DWH Ship Tasking Impacts.

5. DWH Aircraft Tasking Impacts.



OPERATIONAL

REGIONAL  No Update

LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS  No Update

COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS  Comms Bullets

-I'll be on leave Thursday, July 1-Tuesday, July 6 (inclusive), then on

travel through July 8. During this time, Rachel Wilhelm can replace me

as the COMMS contact on the DWH Staff mailing list. (Chris)

-Issued news release about protocol for reopening closed fishing areas.

http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2010/20100629_seafood.html

-Finalizing answers to seafood safety questions from NPR Marketplace Radio.

-Arranging Wed. 9am media availability in Miami to promote NOAA Ship

Nancy Foster mission on Loop Current and zooplankton.

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT  No Update

DATA INFORMATION  See Attached Quad PDF "6.29.2010_Combined Quad.pdf"

IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS  See Attached Quad PDF "6.29.2010_Combined

Quad.pdf"

LEGAL / GC  No Update

POLICY / BUDGET  No Update
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Daily Activities and Updates



6.29.2010



Includes Quad Slides from Data &



Information, NRDA and International



Affairs
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NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



June 29, 2010



** For Internal Use ONLY **
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NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



June 30, 2010



** For Internal Use ONLY **
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 29 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 Unscheduled Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 Maintenance, Boulder, CO



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, Scheduled for T.S. Alex flight this afternoon, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Adak, AK



N57 Twin Otter No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB (Repo to Mobile for DWH 6/30)



N68 King Air Maintenance, Wichita, KS



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68



N46



N57



N43 


N56



N45



N48 
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Daily Activities and Updates



6.29.2010



Includes Quad Slides from Data &



Information, NRDA and International



Affairs
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Update through June 28, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 Increase of 3 turtle strandings (1 live, heavily oiled in FL, 2 dead in MS)



 No dolphin strandings



 The Wildlife Branch, Houma Incident Command, will be bringing in two new staff



members to work on establishing the observer program for on-water clean-up operations.



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



Sea Turtles



Total Turtle Numbers

583 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 3 from June 28



report)



 478 stranded* (increase of 3 from June 28)



o 432 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 2 from June 28)



o 46 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 1 from June 28)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 28)



 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 28)



 38 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 1 from June 28)



 105 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (no change from June 28)



o 98 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 28)



o 4 turtles collected dead (no change from June 28)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 28)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 432 dead stranded, 4 dead directed capture, and 7 that died

in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 28)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 28)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from June 28)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 28)



 314 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 2 from June



28)
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 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis.  Further results are pending.



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 7 dead stranded sea



turtle and 8 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 93 live sea turtles and



3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1- June 28 is 221.



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically



stranding in the month of June (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

55 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no change from June



28).



 50 were dead stranded* dolphins (no change from June 28)



 5 were live stranded dolphins (no change from June 28)



o 2 died shortly after stranding (no change from June 28)



o 1 euthanized upon stranding (no change from June 28)



o 1 stranded live and freed immediately  (no change from June 28)



o 1 live and in care (no change from June 28)



1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no



change from June 28)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return
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to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 50 dead stranded and 3 live stranded dolphins that died or

were euthanized):



 27 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 28)



 7 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



28)



 11 full necropsies performed (no change from June 28)



 5 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 28)



 3 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 28)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 28)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



28)



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from June 28)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 28)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 28)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Five of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the three dead stranded animals were externally oiled pre- or post-



mortem.   All other necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 28 is 25.



 This is higher than the number of marine mammal strandings that have been documented



in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and



reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter



of 2010.



 The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in  June (2003-



2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins
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o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 28 is 1.



 There are no records of stranded whales in the Gulf of Mexico for June (2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 On-water direct turtle capture operations under Unified Command’s Wildlife Branch are



not operational today due to NOAA forecast weather conditions.



 The Marine Mammal/Sea Turtle Unit, Houma and Mobile, continue to work to distribute



sea turtle kits and protocols to the vessels of opportunity. The MM/ST unit is reaching



out to Area Command to ensure consistency across the command centers.
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•Eddy Franklin and the Loop Current



remain partially reattached at the



surface at approximately 25N 85W.



•AOML starts a cruise on Wednesday to



assess this connectivity.



•We keep monitoring the interaction



between Eddy Franklin and the cyclonic



eddy centered at ~86W 27N



•No oil observed within Eddy Franklin or



the Loop Current.  Note some buoys



moving out of Eddy Franklin into  the



northern cyclonic eddy. 
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Turtles

Turtle Status



Total Verified Stranded Turtles 549



Total stranded turtles found dead 417



Total live stranded turtles currently in rehabilitation 121



Total live stranded turtles that died in rehabilitation 7



Total live stranded turtles released 4



Turtle Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 7



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



Number of full necropsies performed 59



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of



decomposition or unable to recover 46



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 295



Next flyovers will begin June 28
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Dolphins

Dolphin Status



Total Verified Dolphins 52



Total dead stranded dolphins 47



Total live dolphins currently in rehabilitation 1



Total live dolphins stranded that died in care 3



Total live released dolphins 1



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 26



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 7



Number of full necropsies performed 9



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of



decomposition or unable to recover



5



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 3 


Next flyovers will begin June 28
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Whales 
Whale Status



Total Verified Whales 1



Total dead stranded whales 1



Total live whales currently in rehabilitation 0



Total live whales stranded that died in care 0



Total live released whales 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 0



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of decomposition or unable to recover 1



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage



warrants 0



• The NOAA Ship Pisces reported a dead 25 ft sperm



whale located 150 miles due south of Pascagoula,



MS on June 15, 2010.



• The whale was decomposed and heavily



scavenged by sharks.



• There was no oil in the vicinity.



• The whale was photodocumented, sampled



(skin/blubber, external swab), and marked with blue



paint to reduce resighting/resampling.



• NOAA and the Unified Command Wildlife Branch



have had numerous reports of sperm whales



sighted swimming in the oil, but this is the first



confirmed report of a dead whale since the



Deepwater Horizon oil spill began.



• Sperm whales are the only endangered resident



cetacean in the upper Gulf of Mexico.  Their prime



habitat and feeding area are in the upper Gulf



offshore area, they feed and live at depth in areas



where undersea and aerial dispersants and oil have



been present for many weeks, and they feed on



deepwater squid which may also be impacted by



the oil and dispersants.



• The NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter is currently on a



multi-week cruise to do photo-identification,



assessments, and biopsy of sperm whales, Bryde’s



whales, and other offshore cetaceans as well as to



tag sperm whales and Bryde’s whales and to



conduct prey density studies.
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June 28, 2010



• Completed chemical results of 37 fish and shellfish samples

(composites) passed QA/QC and were posted on the NWFSC

website--[results summarized on next slide]--concentrations were

well below levels of concern.



• Chemical analysis of a high priority set of oysters from Louisiana

and other fish and shellfish was completed and currently undergoing

QA/QC review.



• Additional fish and shellfish samples continue to be processed for

chemical analysis.



• Over the weekend a new crew of NWFSC staff arrived in

Pascagoula, MS to process seafood samples for chemical analysis. 


Seafood samples: Status
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Concentrations (ng/g, wet weight) of selected polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons measured in edible tissues of fish and shellfish collected in

the Gulf of Mexico region as part of the Deepwater Horizon MC Canyon 252- Seafood Safety Response 2010



NPH = naphthalene, FLU = Fluorene, ANT/PHN = anthracene/phenanthrene, FLA = fluoranthene, CHR = chrysene, BAP = benzo[a]pyrene,

BAA = benz[a]anthracene, PYR = pyrene



Lower molecular weight AHs (LMWAHs) ≤ 3 benzene rings; Higher molecular weight AHs (HMWAHs) > 3 benzene rings



Species Region



Collection



Date



Closure Area



Status NPH FLU ANT/PHN FLA PYR BAA CHR BAP • LMWAHs • HMWAHs



Blue Crab - - Baseline 2.3 1.1 2.81 0.57 0.54 0.53 0.81 <0.17 17 3



Blue Crab - - Baseline 4 1.7 4.23 0.92 1.1 0.49 0.9 <0.15 26 5.3



Blue Crab - - Baseline 3.1 0.84 2.6 0.4 0.51 <0.17 0.65 <0.18 17 1.9



Blue Crab - - Baseline 6.2 1.7 3.2 1 1.1 <0.33 0.56 <0.34 29 4.1



Blue Crab - - Baseline 2.7 1 2.6 0.62 0.68 <0.15 0.27 <0.16 16 1.9



Blue Crab



Northern Gulf of



Mexico - Baseline 1.7 0.48 0.65 <0.12 <0.12 <0.16 <0.19 <0.17 8.3 < LOQ



Blue Crab



Northern Gulf of



Mexico - Baseline 4.2 0.78 1.37 0.31 0.38 <0.15 <0.18 <0.16 17 0.84



Blue Crab



Northern Gulf of



Mexico - Baseline 2.4 0.34 0.59 <0.12 <0.12 <0.17 <0.19 <0.17 8.8 < LOQ



Blue Crab



Northern Gulf of



Mexico - Baseline 8 1.2 2.41 0.67 0.92 0.22 0.24 <0.16 25 2.2



Blue Crab



Northern Gulf of



Mexico - Baseline 3.2 0.56 1.38 0.4 0.39 <0.13 0.17 <0.14 12 0.96



Blue Crab



Northern Gulf of



Mexico - Baseline 4.6 0.8 1.78 0.76 0.96 <0.17 0.24 <0.18 15 2.2



Blue Crab - - Baseline 2.3 1.1 2.81 0.57 0.54 0.53 0.81 <0.17 17 3



Blue Crab - - Baseline 4 1.7 4.23 0.92 1.1 0.49 0.9 <0.15 26 5.3



Blue Crab - - Baseline 3.1 0.84 2.6 0.4 0.51 <0.17 0.65 <0.18 17 1.9



Blue Crab - - Baseline 6.2 1.7 3.2 1 1.1 <0.33 0.56 <0.34 29 4.1



Blue Crab - - Baseline 2.7 1 2.6 0.62 0.68 <0.15 0.27 <0.16 16 1.9



Blue Crab



Northern Gulf of



Mexico - Baseline 1.7 0.48 0.65 <0.12 <0.12 <0.16 <0.19 <0.17 8.3 < LOQ



Blue Crab



Northern Gulf of



Mexico - Baseline 4.2 0.78 1.37 0.31 0.38 <0.15 <0.18 <0.16 17 0.84



Blue Crab



Northern Gulf of



Mexico - Baseline 2.4 0.34 0.59 <0.12 <0.12 <0.17 <0.19 <0.17 8.8 < LOQ



Blue Crab



Northern Gulf of



Mexico - Baseline 8 1.2 2.41 0.67 0.92 0.22 0.24 <0.16 25 2.2



Blue Crab



Northern Gulf of



Mexico - Baseline 3.2 0.56 1.38 0.4 0.39 <0.13 0.17 <0.14 12 0.96



Blue Crab



Northern Gulf of



Mexico - Baseline 4.6 0.8 1.78 0.76 0.96 <0.17 0.24 <0.18 15 2.2



Brown Shrimp - - Baseline 0.5 <0.20 0.35 <0.11 <0.11 <0.16 <0.18 <0.16 1.2 < LOQ



Brown Shrimp - - Baseline 0.53 <0.23 0.39 <0.13 <0.13 <0.19 <0.22 <0.19 1.3 < LOQ



Brown Shrimp - - Baseline 0.59 <0.22 0.31 <0.14 <0.14 <0.20 <0.23 <0.20 1.6 0.2



Brown Shrimp - - Baseline 0.77 <0.24 0.38 <0.16 <0.15 <0.22 <0.26 <0.23 2.1 0.21



Brown Shrimp - - Baseline 0.51 <0.21 0.3 <0.13 <0.13 <0.18 <0.21 <0.19 1.2 0.25



Sand Sea Trout - - Baseline 0.58 <0.28 0.57 <0.17 <0.17 <0.24 <0.28 <0.25 1.9 < LOQ



White Shrimp - - Baseline 0.48 <0.24 0.34 <0.15 <0.15 <0.22 <0.25 <0.23 1.2 < LOQ



White Shrimp - - Baseline 0.48 <0.23 0.3 <0.15 <0.15 <0.21 <0.24 <0.22 1.2 < LOQ



White Shrimp - - Baseline 0.54 <0.21 0.32 <0.13 <0.13 <0.19 <0.22 <0.20 1.2 0.19



Sand Sea Trout - - Baseline 0.67 <0.21 0.34 <0.13 <0.13 <0.19 <0.22 <0.20 1.8 < LOQ



Sand Sea Trout - - Baseline 1 <0.28 0.45 <0.18 <0.18 <0.26 <0.30 <0.27 3.2 < LOQ



Silver Sea Trout - - Baseline 0.85 <0.25 0.37 <0.17 <0.17 <0.24 <0.28 <0.25 2.3 < LOQ



Silver Sea Trout - - Baseline 0.73 <0.19 0.35 <0.12 <0.12 <0.17 <0.20 <0.17 1.9 < LOQ



White Shrimp - - Baseline 0.57 <0.22 0.3 <0.14 <0.14 <0.19 <0.23 <0.20 1.5 < LOQ
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 28 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 Scheduled for T.S. Alex flight this afternoon, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 Maintenance, Boulder, CO



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, Scheduled for T.S. Alex flight this afternoon, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Adak, AK



N57 Twin Otter No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB (Repo to Mobile for DWH 6/30)



N68 King Air Coastal mapping, Bangor, ME



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68



N46



N57



N43



N56



N45



N48 
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= underway



= alongside



HB



NF
PC



DE



RB



TJ



GU



R2 


ID Status Today



DE Underway on DWH seafood safety survey.  Arrival 7/2, port TBD



TJ Delayed in Pascagoula, MS, staffing issues. ETD this afternoon. ETA Key



West, FL 7/2 to de-stage from DWH response.



HB Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF Arriving Miami Beach, FL this afternoon. Staging 6/29. ETD 6/30 for DWH



Loop Current characterization.



RB Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU Alongside Pascagoula, MS. ETD 6/29 to resume DWH marine mammal



survey.



PC Arriving Pascagoula, MS this evening due to weather impact on



scheduled DWH sampling stations.



R2 Underway for DWH shrimp trawls/plankton survey (approx 4-5 days).



ETA Galveston, TX 6/30. ETD 7/1 for scheduled groundfish project.



IDS Status Today



FA Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/2 Seattle, WA



SH Underway on scheduled project. ETA Seattle 7/9



MF Delayed in Seattle, mechanical problems. Revised departure time TBD.



DY Delayed in Dutch Harbor, mechanical problems. ETD later today.



HA Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Fleet Inspection 6/28



M2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/4 San Francisco, CA



SE Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 on scheduled project



KA Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 on scheduled project



RA Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Bitung, Indonesia



HA



RA 


KA 


DJ

MF



M2



SE

Hawaii



FA 


EX

Indonesia



SH

DY



Dutch Harbor, AK
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Chartered Ship Positions



As of 28 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM M/V Brooks McCall Departing Port Fourchon, LA



EN R/V Endeavor CTDs in exclusion zone, no AUV due to weather



GY R/V Gandy
 Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



CA R/V Caretta
 DHW began 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



HB R/V Harold B
 Alongside in Port Fouchon for yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City.



OV M/V Ocean Veritas Power cable failure - attempting repairs in order to resume deep water sampling.  Return to port this evening



PE R/V Pelican Loop current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



RB OSV Rachel Bordelon Deep water sampling, return to port this evening



RT M/V Ridley Thomas Acoustic surveys 5NM and beyond NW of wellhead



RC OSV Ryan Chouest Subsurface sampling off FL panhandle



BM  HB



PE



RT



CA



OV



GY



RC



EN



RB
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Assets



No Update Since 6/10
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Loop Current Discussion



for June 29, 2010



4



•Eddy Franklin and the Loop Current



remain partially reattached at the



surface at approximately 25N 85W.



•This connectivity will be assessed in an



upcoming cruise that starts this



Wednesday and will reach the area on



Saturday.  A suit of physical and



chemical observations will be carried



during this cruise..



•We keep monitoring the interaction



between Eddy Franklin and the cyclonic



eddy centered at ~86W 27N 
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Turtles

Turtle Status



Total Verified Stranded Turtles 583



Total stranded turtles found dead 436



Total live stranded turtles currently in rehabilitation 136



Total live stranded turtles that died in rehabilitation 7



Total live stranded turtles released 4



Turtle Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 7



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



Number of full necropsies performed 59



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of



decomposition or unable to recover 46



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 314



Flyovers delayed due to bad weather.



Rescheduled to begin July 2.
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Dolphins

Dolphin Status



Total Verified Dolphins 55



Total dead stranded dolphins 50



Total live dolphins currently in rehabilitation 1



Total live dolphins stranded that died in care 3



Total live released dolphins 1



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 27



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 7



Number of full necropsies performed 11



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of



decomposition or unable to recover



5



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 3 


Flyovers delayed due to bad weather.



Rescheduled to begin July 2.
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Whales 
Whale Status



Total Verified Whales 1



Total dead stranded whales 1



Total live whales currently in rehabilitation 0



Total live whales stranded that died in care 0



Total live released whales 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 0



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of decomposition or unable to recover 1



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage



warrants 0



• The NOAA Ship Pisces reported a dead 25 ft sperm



whale located 150 miles due south of Pascagoula,



MS on June 15, 2010.



• The whale was decomposed and heavily



scavenged by sharks.



• There was no oil in the vicinity.



• The whale was photodocumented, sampled



(skin/blubber, external swab), and marked with blue



paint to reduce resighting/resampling.



• NOAA and the Unified Command Wildlife Branch



have had numerous reports of sperm whales



sighted swimming in the oil, but this is the first



confirmed report of a dead whale since the



Deepwater Horizon oil spill began.



• Sperm whales are the only endangered resident



cetacean in the upper Gulf of Mexico.  Their prime



habitat and feeding area are in the upper Gulf



offshore area, they feed and live at depth in areas



where undersea and aerial dispersants and oil have



been present for many weeks, and they feed on



deepwater squid which may also be impacted by



the oil and dispersants.



• The NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter is currently on a



multi-week cruise to do photo-identification,



assessments, and biopsy of sperm whales, Bryde’s



whales, and other offshore cetaceans as well as to



tag sperm whales and Bryde’s whales and to



conduct prey density studies.



Document ID: 0.7.27.833.7







9



June 29, 2010



• Chemical analysis of a high priority set of oysters from

Louisiana and other fish and shellfish passed QA/QC and

were posted on the NWFSC website--[results summarized

on next slide]--concentrations were well below levels of

concern.



• To date, chemical analysis has been performed on 349

samples.



• Additional fish and shellfish samples continue to be

processed for chemical analysis.



Seafood samples: Status



"Received" bar represents all field samples sent to NWFSC



from NSIL. Red are samples for which we have chemical



results, and yellow are samples scheduled for analysis.



Samples are prioritized for analysis based on species,



location and status. Closed area samples receive highest



priority and are all analyzed.
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June 29, 2010



• Chemical analysis of a high priority set of oysters from Louisiana and other fish and shellfish passed QA/QC

and were posted on the NWFSC website--[results summarized on next slide]--concentrations were well below

levels of concern.



• To date, chemical analysis has been performed on 349 samples.



• Additional fish and shellfish samples continue to be processed for chemical analysis.
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Concentrations (ng/g, wet weight) of selected polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons measured in edible tissues of fish and shellfish collected in

the Gulf of Mexico region as part of the Deepwater Horizon MC Canyon 252- Seafood Safety Response 2010



NPH = naphthalene, FLU = Fluorene, ANT/PHN = anthracene/phenanthrene, FLA = fluoranthene, CHR = chrysene, BAP = benzo[a]pyrene,

BAA = benz[a]anthracene, PYR = pyrene



Lower molecular weight AHs (LMWAHs) ≤ 3 benzene rings; Higher molecular weight AHs (HMWAHs) > 3 benzene rings



Species Site 
Collection



Date



Closure Area



Status 
NPH FLU ANT/PHN FLA PYR BAA CHR BAP • LMWAHs • HMWAHs



Sand seatrout  78.1002.016 1-Jun-10 Baseline 0.79 0.26 0.6 <0.12 <0.11 <0.17 <0.19 <0.17 3.3 < LOQ



Silver seatrout 78.1002.016 1-Jun-10 Baseline 0.73 0.23 0.55 <0.11 <0.11 <0.17 <0.19 <0.17 2.7 < LOQ



White shrimp 78.1002.017 1-Jun-10 Baseline 0.61 <0.20 0.34 <0.11 <0.11 <0.17 <0.19 <0.17 1.7 < LOQ



Sand seatrout  78.1002.018 1-Jun-10 Baseline 0.76 0.18 0.4 <0.093 <0.092 <0.13 <0.16 <0.14 2.6 < LOQ



Sand seatrout  78.1002.018 2-Jun-10 Baseline 0.9 0.25 0.55 <0.085 <0.084 <0.12 <0.14 <0.13 3.4 < LOQ



Sand seatrout  78.1002.018 2-Jun-10 Baseline 1 0.28 0.59 0.14 0.15 <0.11 <0.13 <0.11 3.8 0.29



White shrimp 78.1002.018 2-Jun-10 Baseline 0.65 <0.18 0.33 <0.10 <0.099 <0.14 <0.17 <0.15 2 < LOQ



Gulf Butterfish  78.1002.023 13-Jun-10 Baseline 0.98 0.63 1.9 <0.14 <0.14 <0.20 <0.23 <0.21 7.4 < LOQ



Lane snapper  78.1002.023 2-Jun-10 Baseline 0.6 <0.25 0.57 <0.15 <0.15 <0.22 <0.26 <0.23 2 < LOQ



Lane snapper  78.1002.023 13-Jun-10 Baseline 0.62 <0.24 0.61 <0.14 <0.14 <0.21 <0.24 <0.21 2.1 < LOQ



Red snapper  78.1002.023 2-Jun-10 Baseline 0.71 0.21 0.65 <0.097 <0.096 <0.14 <0.16 <0.15 2.8 < LOQ



Oyster LA.28.1-6-22-10 22-Jun-10 Closed 0.67 0.23 0.61 0.31 0.28 <0.17 0.21 <0.18 2.9 1.6



Oyster LA.28.2-6-22-10 22-Jun-10 Closed 0.66 <0.24 0.61 0.33 0.32 <0.20 0.27 <0.21 3 1.8
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• Gliders: 8 Deployed by US IOOS Partners



– MACOORA (1-Rutgers “RU23”; 1-Univ. of Delaware “UD134”); UD134(Blue Hen) has



been recovered for a battery recharge, redeployment TBD



– Mote Marine Lab (1- “Waldo”)



– GCOOS (1-USM/Univ of Washington-Applied Physics Lab; “SG515”; USF “Bass”)



– SCCOOS (1-Scripps/WHOI; “Spray40”)



– US Navy (“SG135”, “SG137”)



• High Frequency Radars (HFRs):  5 operational in the Gulf of Mexico.



– GCOOS (3 –Univ of Southern Mississippi)



– SECOORA (2 –Univ of South Florida). 2 of 3 radars operational. Reddington, FL radar



still offline.



– HFR Note: 1-hour average current from the two HFR clusters are displayed



• Drifters from Navy and Horizon Marine: No change



• Glider information and data available at http://rucool.marine.rutgers.edu/deepwater



Summary Info of US IOOS® Assets deployed 29 June 2010

see graphic on next slide –changes indicated in red
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USM HFR (3)



US IOOS® Gliders Deployed 29 June 2010
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USM HFR (3)



USM HFRs



USF HFRs



US IOOS® HFR Surface Currents and Spill Trajectory Forecast

Green arrows represent 25-hr average surface currents observed by HFRs
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 29 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 Unscheduled Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 Maintenance, Boulder, CO



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, Scheduled for T.S. Alex flight this afternoon, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Adak, AK



N57 Twin Otter No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB (Repo to Mobile for DWH 6/30)



N68 King Air Maintenance, Wichita, KS



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68



N46



N57



N43 


N56



N45



N48 
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 29 JUN 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF



PC



DE



RB



TJ 


GU



R2



ID Status Today



DE Underway on DWH seafood safety survey.  Arrival 7/2, port TBD



TJ Departed Pascagoula, MS 6/28 enroute Key West. No DWH ops during



transit. ETA 7/1 to de-stage from DWH and prepare for hydro survey.



HB Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF Staging in Miami Beach, FL for DWH Loop Current characterization. ETD



6/30. Diplomatic clearance for Cuba/Mexico in processing.



RB Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Delayed sailing due to weather, ETD 6/30 to



resume DWH marine mammal survey (weather permitting)



PC Arrived in Pascagoula, MS early due to weather impact on  scheduled



DWH sampling stations. ETD 7/7



R2 Completed DWH shrimp trawls/plankton survey.  ETA Galveston, TX 6/30.



ETD 7/1 for scheduled groundfish project (weather permitting).



IDS Status Today



FA Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/2 Seattle, WA



SH Underway on scheduled project. ETA Seattle 7/9



MF Delayed in Seattle, mechanical problems. Revised departure time TBD



DY Delayed in Dutch Harbor, mechanical problems. ETD still TBD



HA Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. ETD for scheduled operations 07/21



M2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/4 San Francisco, CA



SE Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 on scheduled project



KA Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 on scheduled project



RA Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Bitung, Indonesia



HA



RA 


KA



DJ

MF



M2



SE

Hawaii



FA 


EX

Indonesia



SH

DY



Dutch Harbor, AK
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Chartered Ship Positions



As of 29 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM M/V Brooks McCall In port Fourchon, LA, departure delayed due to engine repairs



EN R/V Endeavor In transit to St. Petersburg, FL



GY R/V Gandy
 Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



CA R/V Caretta
 DHW began 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



HB R/V Harold B
 Alongside in Port Fouchon for yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City.



OV M/V Ocean Veritas Arrived Pour Fourchon, repairing CTD cable, departing this evening to cover Brooks McCall



PE R/V Pelican Loop current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



RB OSV Rachel Bordelon In port Houma, LA



RT M/V Ridley Thomas In port Fourchon, LA



RC OSV Ryan Chouest In port Theodore, AL



BM  HB



RB  RT  RC



PE



CA



OV



GY



EN
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Coverage+Zones



Document ID: 0.7.27.833.7



https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Coverage+Zones





https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Daily+Vessel+Call+Notes
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 29 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 Unscheduled Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 Maintenance, Boulder, CO



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, Scheduled for T.S. Alex flight this afternoon, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Adak, AK



N57 Twin Otter No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB (Repo to Mobile for DWH 6/30)



N68 King Air Maintenance, Wichita, KS



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68



N46



N57



N43 


N56



N45



N48 
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 29 JUN 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF



PC



DE



RB



TJ



GU



R2 


ID
 Status Today



DE
 Underway on DWH seafood safety survey.  Arrival 7/2, port TBD



TJ
 Departed Pascagoula, MS 6/28 enroute Key West. No DWH ops during



transit. ETA 7/1 to de-stage from DWH and prepare for hydro survey.



HB
 Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF
 Staging in Miami Beach, FL for DWH Loop Current characterization. ETD



6/30. Diplomatic clearance for Cuba/Mexico in processing.



RB
 Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Delayed sailing due to weather, ETD 6/30 to



resume DWH marine mammal survey (weather permitting)



PC
 Arrived in Pascagoula, MS early due to weather impact on  scheduled



DWH sampling stations. ETD 7/7



R2 Completed DWH shrimp trawls/plankton survey.  ETA Galveston, TX 6/30.



ETD 7/1 for scheduled groundfish project (weather permitting).



IDS Status Today



FA
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/2 Seattle, WA



SH
 Underway on scheduled project. ETA Seattle 7/9



MF
 Delayed in Seattle, mechanical problems. Revised departure time TBD



DY Delayed in Dutch Harbor, mechanical problems. ETD still TBD



HA
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. ETD for scheduled operations 07/21



M2
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/4 San Francisco, CA



SE Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 on scheduled project



KA
 Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 on scheduled project



RA
 Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Bitung, Indonesia



HA 


RA 


KA 


DJ

MF



M2



SE 
Hawaii



FA



EX

Indonesia 


SH

DY



Dutch Harbor, AK
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Chartered Ship Positions



As of 29 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM M/V Brooks McCall In port Fourchon, LA, departure delayed due to engine repairs



EN R/V Endeavor In transit to St. Petersburg, FL



GY R/V Gandy Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



CA R/V Caretta DHW began 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



HB R/V Harold B Alongside in Port Fouchon for yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City. 



OV M/V Ocean Veritas Arrived Pour Fourchon, repairing CTD cable, departing this evening to cover Brooks McCall



PE R/V Pelican Loop current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



RB OSV Rachel Bordelon In port Houma, LA



RT M/V Ridley Thomas In port Fourchon, LA



RC OSV Ryan Chouest In port Theodore, AL



BM  HB 



RB  RT  RC



PE



CA



OV



GY



EN
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Coverage+Zones
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Daily+Vessel+Call+Notes
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Out of ScopeB5/ Out of Scope
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N42RF



WP-3D Orion



Hurricane Season 6/6-9/30 N/A N/A N/A OMAO: Gulf Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would



delay Gulf Loop Current flights by several



days



N43RF



WP-3D Orion



CALNEX 4/23-6/30 7-11 June DWH tasking in GOM complete



Phase



Maintenance



7/1-7/31



Hurricane Season 8/1-9/30 N/A N/A N/A



N46RF



Twin Otter



Fuel Tank Install 6/15-6/30



COMIDA 7/1-9/30 Chukchi Sea,



Alaska



No, survey period is



defined by the



timing of the open



water season



No Yes, charter



options will be much



more expensive.



ONLY platform flying aerial surveys



offshore over the Chukchi Sea Planning



Area, and the /ONLY/ data that can be



used to estimate marine mammal



density/abundance and provide baseline



data for NMFS, MMS and other regulatory



agencies.



OMAO: Extending Multi Spectral Oil



Analysis flights beyond June 15 will



impact Alaska Marine Mammal surveys.



Additionally, engine overhaul date will be



accelerated due to increased utilization



and installation of extended range fuel



tank will be delayed.



N48RF



Twin Otter



CALNEX 5/4-7/20
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/31



Leatherback



Turtles



9/10-10/2



N56RF



Twin Otter



Steller Sea Lion 6/4-7/14 Alaska, SE to 


western



Aleutians



No. Biological



constraints require



7 June-14 July



survey window.



Yes No.  Charter pilots not



available with



specialized experience



required to safely



perform survey in the



western Aleutians.



NMFS currently consulting on the effects



of the $2 billion Alaskan groundfish



fisheries on the recovery of the western



SSL stock.  Lack of stock assessment data



could result in fishery restrictions which



would be at least controversial, and at



worst, the subject of litigation.



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/25



BWASP 9/1-9/30 Alaska, 


Beaufort Sea 


No Yes, another Twin Otter



charter company exists



in Alaska that has



conducted marine



mammal aerial surveys,



but there is no contract



vehicle



in place and they will be



considerably more



expensive.



Losing one year of data in this continuum



would interrupt collection of data that has



been used to investigate spatiotemporal



changes in the bowhead whale migration



over three decades.  This is a particularly



critical period in the Alaskan Arctic marine



ecosystem due to unknown but probable



impacts related to climate change.



N57RF



Twin Otter



NERW 10/1-6/30 OMAO:  DWH Marine Mammal flights



tasking resumed June 7.  Anticipated



schedule is approximately 5 flights every



14 days.



Cetacean



Abundance



7/1-8/31 GA/SC border



to eastern Nova



Scotia including



Georges Bank



No delay option



acceptable– the



survey is temporally



sensitive



Yes Yes. However



procurement limitations



prevent us from



chartering a twin otter



This is the busy season for right whales--



every survey we do up here reduces the



risk of right whale ship strike. We have



committed to MMS that we were going to



OMAO: Charter waiver granted by RADM



Bailey to NEFSC on 6/25 to charter Twin



Otter Aircraft for this survey.
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



and the Gulf of



Maine (33 
o

N –



45

o 


N Lat;



081

o

W – 058



o

W



Long)



aircraft in time for the



survey.



do this survey this summer, and without



the twin otter aerial component, there is



no utility in conducting a small scale ship



based survey. We have committed to



providing a coastwide turtle survey this



summer (Congress and the fishing industry



will be highly critical of NMFS if we don't



do the survey).  Without this survey, the



last survey will be so old that we won't be



able to set a potential biological removal



(PBR) for most Atlantic marine mammal



species. If the Loop Current brings the oil



up the East Coast, it will be critical to have



conducted this survey in advance of the



oil.



BOWFEST 9/1-10/20 Barrow, Alaska No,  No No alternate aircraft are



known that can



incorporate the



large triple-camera



mount system.



If no aerial surveys can be conducted in



2010, a



critical piece of a complex study program



will be lost.



N68RF



King Air



Coastal Mapping  10/1-9/30  Y Y



Would require



additional funding which



would vary depending



on the number of



storms. For 50 hours or



imagery estimated costs



are ~ $180K



No pre or post storm damage assessment



imagery collected by NOAA.



Lidar acceptance testing: Impact - Cancel



acquisition of system or accepts system  as



is. Estimated cost of procurement is



$1.7M. If contract were canceled NOAA



would likely lose the funding for this



valuable new tool for IOCM projects. If



systems were accepted as is and there



were problems with the system, NOAA



would have to fund resolving the issues



with the system.



OMAO:  Aircraft released from DWH



taking on 6/20.  Available for recall if



required.
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N45RF



Jet Prop



GRAV-D  5/31-8/31
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Updated on 28 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Gordon Gunter GU-10-03, 


Leg I-III



Marine Mammals



6/15-8/5 GOM NO YES NO Unable to provide marine mammal 


abundance & distribution information to



meet MMPA mandated mammal stock



assessment requirements.  Unable to



provide data & document long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM marine



mammal populations.



None 8/5-9 Fleet Inspection



GU-10-04



Leg I and II



Fall



Ichthyoplankton



8/24-9/30 GOM NO YES NO Unable to support current stock 


assessments for red snapper, king



mackerel, and vermillion snapper; and



future stock assessments for Spanish



mackerel, gray triggerfish, and red drum.



Would be unable to assess long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM



ichthyoplankton.



None



Pisces PC-10-03 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP Reef



Fish



6/14 – 7/25 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack. Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



PC-10-05 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4,  S Atlantic



Reef Fish



8/3 – 9/25 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



Oregon II R2-10-01 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP



Summer



6/15 – 7/17 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, king mackerel, yellowedge



grouper, and small coastal sharks.  Unable



None
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Updated on 28 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Groundfish to assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



GOM groundfish species.



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



7/24-8/5 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish. Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



8/7 – 9/29 GoM  NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish.  Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



Delaware II DE-10-05 Benthic 


Habitat 


6/14 – 6/25 NE Atlantic



(Georges



Bank)



Yes, this is ongoing



research that will



continue into the



future



No Yes, require 6 berths,



crane, A-frame, CTD



operations, 220 v AC



power, and depth



sounder



Research aimed at understanding



relationship among juvenile Atlantic



cod/sea scallops/haddock and their



habitat, including invasive tunicate



Didemnum, with specific reference to



juvenile mortality



Delaying this cruise a year will prevent



the annual measurement of the



encroachment of the invasive species on



Georges Bank.



DE-10-07



ECOMON



8/16 – 9/1 NE Atlantic



(Cape Hatteras



– Nova Scotia)



No, this cruise is part



of both bi-monthly



and annual



environmental



monitoring time



series and provides



ground truth for



Yes Yes. Hugh R. Sharp or 


another research vessel 


Interrupt a 40 year oceanographic and



plankton time series. Nulify attempts to



document hydrocarbon transport to the



NE U.S. Shelf; compromise SeaWiFS



ground truth, sea bird monitoring, efforts



to improve the assessments of yellowtail



flounder through oceanographic



None It should be recognized that this cruise



complements oil spill research that is



being conducted in the Gulf of Mexico
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Updated on 28 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



SeaWiFS.



Hydrocarbon



sampling is planned



off of the east coast.



monitoring; postpone efforts to begin



ocean acidification of the NE U.S. shelf.



DE-10-06  Herring



Hydroacoustic



Survey, Leg 1, 2



9/8 – 9/30 NE Atlantic 


(Georges



Bank)



No, temporally



sensitive in terms of



both an annual



survey and a multi-



year time series.



Yes No. Vessel capabilities



and acoustic signature



critically important



The Atlantic herring resource is valuable



as an economic resource and is highly



controversial due to its importance in the



ecosystem. Accurate estimates of the



stock is critical. Historically acoustic



surveys have been critical to the



assessment of those stocks. The impact of



the loss of this cruise will limit our ability



to determine the utility of this survey and



assessment of Atlantic herring.



None



Thomas



Jefferson



TJ-10-03



DWH Tasking



5/17 -5/28



5/23-5/28



GOM - FGNMS No  - Impact on 


successive projects



does not allow for



delay without impact



to those projects.



No FGNMS, though OCS,



could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the snm of



production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



The DWH tasking for the remainder of this



leg will result in 75 square nmi, of a



planned 150 square nmi, not being



surveyed,



The collection of a combination of



multibeam and backscatter survey data



was scheduled to take place on board the



TJ, to map several reefs and banks in the



NW Gulf of Mexico, all of which will be



targeted for habitat characterization and



ground truthing operations in the future.



These operations will not be undertaken



until the surveys have been completed.



DWH tasking occurred



from  5/23 to 5/28 to



deploy navy gliders,



current drifters and



profiling floats.



The FGNMS project DAS have already



been lost due to a week of downtime



caused by generator problems, then the



initial 6 DAS the TJ diverted to deploy



Navy gliders and drifters.  Plans  are in



plance to make up 6 days lost prior to



DWH tasking during TJ-10-02 leg 5, 6/14-



7/02



Document ID: 0.7.27.833.11







Updated on 28 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



TJ-10-02 6/01-6/11, 


leg 4 


GOM  No  No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 75 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed.



DWH Tasking



Occurred 6/1-6/11 to



conduct Western



Sentry project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Imperative that



the ship be given at time to  “square off”



the existing hydrographic project. TJ is



the only vessel that can complete the



work.



TJ-10-02 6/14-7/02, 


leg 5 


GOM  No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $0.5M



Estimated cost for



FGNMS survey is $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 25 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed,



Cancelling project leg will also result in a



loss of 6 DAS planned to support FGNMS



project to make up for the time lost to



mechanical repairs resuliting in 75 square



nmi,of the planned 150 square nmi, from



being completed.



DWH Tasking



scheduled for 6/14-



7/02 to conduct



additional work on the



Western Sentry



project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Two days will be



allocated for the ship to “square off” the



existing hydrographic project before



resuming the DWH Western Sentry



project.  Total DWH tasking has resulted



in a production loss of 100 square nmi.



The production loss can be replaced



through contracting at a total cost of



$2.0M (100 square nmi).



Total cost to contract FGNMS project is



$3.0M (150 square nmi).



TJ-10-04 Leg I-IV  7/7-8/31  Key West Area Yes – The project 


could be delayed but



the delay would be at



the expense of the



No No – Vessel capability



and planned equimpent



test and evaluation not



possible though contract



The Key West project is an IOCM project



with several partners, including the



planned testing of new technologies.



Although the project could be delayed,



OCS could



accommodate 2 more



legs of DWH response



with minimal impact.



Approaches to Key West. Arrive  Norfolk



8/31



Estimated average loss of production per
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



successive project or



a reduction of the



project as planned.



for this project, OCS believes it is important to complete



the project this year using the equipment



and personnel currently on the TJ



Canceling the project will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 220 square nmi



not being completed.  This loss of



productiion could be contracted at a cost



of $4.4 M



Delay the start of the



Key West Project by a



leg and delay the



return to Norfolk by a



leg.



leg tasked is between 30 to 60 square



nmi.



TJ-10-05



Leg I



9/9-17  Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi-



year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 20 square nmi



not being completed.



TJ is scheduled to transit from Key west



to  Norfolk VA on or about 8/26



TJ-10-05



Leg 2



9/20-30 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi-



year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 30 square nmi



not being completed.



Estimated cost to contract lost



production if tasked for both legs is



$0.9M (50 square nmi)



Nancy Foster  NF-10-06-PR  6/21-7/2  GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. Program



would try to accomplish



This is a requirement of the Sanctuary



Advisory Council in order to obtain their



endorsement of a proposed experimental



None Baseline Assessment of Fish and Benthic



Communities of FGBNMS.
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Leg 1 & Leg II various contracts



used to support this



project.



all activities from small



boats or lease a local



UNOLS vessel for 10k



per day for which we



(NOS) don’t have the



appropriate budget nor



is there adequate time



on the schedule



closure of one of the banks.   Failure to



not complete this requirement would



result in no endorsement by the Sanctuary



Advisory Council.



NF-10-07-TER  7/6-20  Tortugas/GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



contracts involving



ROV rental, travel



arrangements,



supplies and etc.



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. This could be



reworked to use the



State of Florida vessel



R/V Weatherbird under



our existing IDIQ



contract.  To get the



same amount of



mapping done we would



get on the Foster would



require an additional



$62K.  This estimate is



based on our contract



day rate of $12.5K for



seven days at sea and



subtracting the existing



$25.5K obligated to USF.



Timing is not a great



concern; we can do it



whenever the ship is



available in St.



The impact of not doing the work will



mean a loss of knowledge of any deep



coral or sponge habitat in the target area



(between Steamboat Lumps MPA in the



north to existing Pulley Ridge HAPC map



coverage in the south).  A total of $30,000



in Coral Reef Conservation Program



funding was obtained for the project, and



$25.5k has already been obligated for data



collection and processing.



None Biogeography Analysis of Tortugas



Ecological Reserve
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Petersburg, FL.



NF-10-08-



FGBNMS



7/22-29  GoM Delaying Flower 


Gardens would result



in a loss of $200k of



Coral Program



allocated funds. The



shallow-water diving



leg (late July) could



potentially be



accomplished later



this FY. The tech



diving leg (mid July)



would be very



difficult to delay in



that it relies on an



external partner that



provided matching



for the project. The



partner has already



committed to the



scheduled dates and



they are unlikely to



be available later this



FY.



Y Would require charter  if 


NF tasked. The project



could be completed by



the FGBNMS vessel



R/VManta.  There are no



other appropriate



vessels that are available



for charter at this late



date. However, there is



no funding to support



the operation of the



MANTA for this



purpose. Program



allocation of funds is not



adequate to operate the



vessel beyond already



allocated commitments



without dedicated



funding from an outside



(i.e. grant, partner, etc.)



source.



This project is absolutely dependent upon



the FOSTER ship time in FY2010. The



availability of ship time was a key factor in



this project being funded by CRCP. If this



project is not implemented in 2010, we



stand to lose future funding by CRCP. It



will also delay the potential



implementation of an important



management action for the protection of



coral reefs in US waters.



None Flower Garden Banks NMS Coral Disease



and Bleaching Monitoring
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



NF-10-09-RACOW 8/2-12 GoM (Vicinity



of DWH Oil



Spill)



No.  Both the



scientific scope and



general location of



this project are



relevant to



addressing potential



ecological impacts of



the Deepwater



Horizon oil spill.  Due



to the spill and



related response



needs, we will be



remaining flexible to



conduct the survey



either in the western



Gulf of Mexico as



originally planned or



to shift the location



to the eastern



portion of the Gulf



(shelf waters from



Mississippi delta to



Tampa) depending



on where the



majority of oil ends



up.  By doing so, in



addition to



addressing our



original project goals,



we will be providing



a basis for assessing



Y Yes if another NOAA



vessel or NANCY FOSTER



equivalent platform was



made available.



If this mission is not completed, we will be



unable to effectively address important



goals under NOAA's legal mandates (e.g.,



Clean Water Act, National Coastal



Monitoring Act, National Marine



Sanctuaries Act) to provide adequate



ecological characterizations of aquatic



living marine resources and ecosystem



stressors in the nation’s coastal ocean



waters.  Moreover, given the project’s



relevancy to the current Gulf of Mexico



oil-spill event, not conducting the project



would miss a tremendous opportunity to



apply NOAA’s existing assets to assisting



with oil-spill response and assessment



needs.



Highly recommend



this project remain as



scheduled due to its



congruent alignment



with the ecological



recovery efforts of the



DWH oil spill.



Regional Assessment of Coastal Ocean



Waters - GRNMS



This project is part of a series of



nationwide surveys aimed at assessing



the status of ecosystem conditions and



stressor impacts in coastal-ocean (shelf)



waters around the U.S.
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Delay Option?
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Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



oil-spill impacts



throughout these



offshore waters and



thus assisting in



NOAA’s response



efforts.  At present,



our plan is to



incorporate a



probabilistic



sampling design



(consistent with



other components of



this ongoing offshore



ecological



assessment series) in



order to provide a



basis for making



unbiased statistical



estimates of the



spatial extent and



magnitude of



condition relative to



the various



synoptically



measured variables



and corresponding



management



thresholds.
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Time Series
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Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



NF-10-10-CHS



Leg I  & II



8/15-28  Florida Keys



GoM



No. Deep Coral



Mapping of the



South Atlantic Bight



cannot be delayed as



funds cannot be



carried over. This is



the last cruise of the



fiscal year for the



program.



Y Yes possibly.  NF is one 


of the few vessel



capable of mapping and



characterizing deep



coral ecosystems. This



includes the deep water



multibeam system and



fish acoustics systems.



No other NOAA ship



presently has this dual



capability. While it is



conceivably possible to



temporarily install these



systems on vessels of



opportunity, it would be



at considerable expense.



This information is critical and time



sensitive.  Failure to conduct this research



would impact the data that is used to



support and update the Fishery



Management Plan and designation of



Habitat Areas of Critical Concern by the



South Atlantic Fishery Management



Council. Also, data supporting



subsequent biological monitoring and



coral sampling with the JASON ROV



onboard the NOAA Ship RON BROWN in



November 2010 will be lost as well as



severely impacting short-term



management measures and the



protection of mandated resources.



None Characterization of Shallow to Mid-Water



Seafloor Habitats of South Florida



NF-10-11-LF



Leg I & II



8/31-9/11  SE Atlantic Yes.  The invasive 


lionfish research



could potentially be



delayed up to a



month with



acceptable impact to



the science, since



late



September/October



are very similar



seasons. Personnel



impact may be much



more detrimental as



we have transferred



Y This project can NOT be



chartered due to the



type of operation



(personnel, equipment,



safety needs) and the



extent of the research



area that is examined



(Onslow Bay NC from 75



to 200 fsw).



Currently, there are no annual monitoring



programs focused on collecting baseline



information on the hard bottom reef



communities.  Data collected will



definitely enhance the development and



continuation of such monitoring system



which is critical in detecting responses by



reef communities to climate change



Invasive Lionfish Population  Monitoring



of Mid-Atlantic Project
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Dates for DWH Task.
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money for NURC



support of our dive



operations and need



their participation to



complete the cruise.



So timing of all the



personnel would



need to be shifted



and may not be



possible.



NF-10-12-NC  9/14-27 Project was canceled May 21 at request of 


OAR/OER.



Norfolk Canyon



Ronald H. Brown RB-10-02 


Tsunami Mapping



9/6-9/11;



with 4-day



extension,



dates would



be 9/5-9/14



Caribbean Yes; however, post- 


earthquake data is



“very perishable”



according to USGS PI.



No Yes, but impractical due



to expense. Original



scheduling of RB took



advantage of nearby



NTAS transit.



Reduces or eliminates opportunity for



NOAA to actively support risk analysis



around Port-au-Prince.



Ship could possibly be



retasked from post-



Fleet Inspection to



start of NTAS/MOVE



cruise (San Juan, PR),



roughly 8/27-9/12.



RB-10-03



NTAS/MOVE



mooring



turnaround



9/12-9/26;



with 4-day



TSUCAR



extension,



dates would



be 9/15-9/29



Northwest



Tropical



Atlantic



No.  NTAS/MOVE



turnaround cruise



has already been



delayed 2X.  Relative



to the last



deployment on 29



June 2009, the



planned turnaround



cruise (15-29 Sep) is



beyond the 14 month



Yes In principle, if charter



cruise were 9/15/2010



or sooner.   Approx cost



= $21K/day X 22 days =



$462K.



Irreplaceable loss of surface flux data from



10 year record, compromise in accuracy of



subsurface transport record, inability to



meet NOAA mission goals for Climate, and



Weather/Water for which the projects



were established.
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Dates for DWH Task.
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maximum interval,



and we already



expect some



unrecoverable data



loss.



Henry B. Bigelow HB-10-03 


Leg 1, 2, 3



Cetacean



Abundance



6/7-8/11 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-04 Habitat



Mapping



8/18-8/27 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-05



Leg 1,2



Autumn Bottom



Trawl & Acoustics



Survey



9/7-9/30 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP
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N42 WP-3D 


Next Gulf Loop Current flight scheduled for 7/9



N43 WP-3D CALNEX Hurricane Season



N43 - Arrived MacDill AFB 6/7.  Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.  Return to CALNEX on 6/11



N46 Twin Otter 


N48 Twin Otter 


N56 Twin Otter 


N57 Twin Otter 


N68 King Air 


Bigelow 


Delaware II 


Underway on DWH seafood safety survey.  Arrival 7/2, port TBD



Brown 


Foster 
Foster - Arriving Miami Beach, FL this afternoon. Staging 6/29. ETD 6/30 for DWH Loop Current characterization..



Gunter 


Alongside Pascagoula, MS. ETD 6/29 to resume DWH marine mammal survey.



Jefferson 


Delayed in Pascagoula, MS, staffing issues. ETD this afternoon. ETA Key West, FL 7/2 to de-stage from DWH response.



Oregon II 


Underway for DWH shrimp trawls/plankton survey (approx 4-5 days).  ETA Galveston, TX 6/30. ETD 7/1 for scheduled groundfish project.



Pisces 


Departed 6/14 for scheduled project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA Pascagoula, MS 7/2



R/V HST



Nov



Pully Ridge/Tortugas/FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



Repairs 


Repairs 


Sep 


FGBNMS 


Fall Plankton



Jun Aug Jul 


MRP/Trials 


Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection 


DWH Marine Mammals 


GRNMS 


F.I. 


Sep 


BOWFEST



Benthic ECOMON 


NERW 


in Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance , resume Marine Mammal Observations 6/30



MX Cetacean Abundance 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities



Groundfish 


Warranty 


Key West 


Oct 


Chesapeake Bay



South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



Longline Shark / Red Snapper



OMAO Assets (as of 6/29/10)



Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



Nov
Oct Jun 


Hurricane Season
DWH Gulf Loop 


DWH Multi Spectral 


Jul 


Continuation of DWH Multi Spectral Oil, Mobile, AL



Harbor Seals



Aug 


BWASP



CALNEX 


Tsunami/Trop. Atl



Marine Mammal Surveys



Steller Sea Lions 


ECOMON 


Harbor Seals 


SEAMAP Reef Fish 


DWH 


NOAA Line Office Assets



7/25/2012
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NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 6/21.



Scheduled to conduct trap/video surveys out of Panama City the reamainder of the month.



R/V HST 


R/V Caretta 


R/V Harold B 


R/V Gandy 


7/25/2012
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25' Parker NOS small boat w/ twin outboards in Charleston, SC, available for deployment and trailerable



No update 6/29



In port Fourchon, LA, departure delayed due to engine repairs



No update 6/29



No update 6/29



In Transit to St. Petersburg, FL



No update 6/29



Arrived Pour Fourchon, repairing CTD cable, departing this evening to cover Brooks McCall



LOOP current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



In port Houma, LA



In port Fourchon, LA



In port Fourchon, LA



No update 6/29



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.  *No end date specified for gliders.



Monitoring and sampling oceanographic conditions



Oct Jul Aug 


Other Assets

Nov
Sep 


NAVO Gliders 


Brooks McCall 


Ryan Chouest 


Bunny Bordelon 


Capt Hatteras 


Rachel Bordelon 


Endeavor 


Ocean Veritas 


Ridley Thomas 


Pelican 


DWH*



Beau Rivage 


Jun 


Jack Fitz 


IOOS Gliders 


Walton Smith 


7/25/2012
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7/25/2012



Document ID: 0.7.27.833.12







7/25/2012
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Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Thomas

Jefferson



June 15 tbd TJ-10-03 FGBNMS Underway for continued DWH ops (acoustics



and water sampling). Replenish supplies



06/21, Pascagoula. ETA Key West, FL 7/2



Oregon II June 21 July 5 Rd-10-01 Summer groundfish Leg 2



loses 9 DAS (much of area typically



surveyed during this project is likely



going to be off limits due to the oil.)



ETD for sea trials 06/20. ETD Pascagoula, MS



6/23 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyoplankton



survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume



scheduled work. ETA Galveston 06/30.



Delaware

II



June18 tbd DE-10-05 Benthic Habitat Underway en route GOMEX for DWH ops



(seafood study). Arrival Key West, FL 06/24



for staging. Departure 06/25



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water



Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3. 



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning
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Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



tbd Hurricane Season Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf Loop Current



flights could be rescheduled around any



tasking for Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings



would delay Gulf Loop Current flights by



several days. 



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April September



30



Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September



30



Northeast Right Whale / BOWFEST DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



resumed June 7. Anticipated schedule is



approximately 5 flights every 14 days. 



Tasking could be flown on Twin Otter N46RF



but belly port will be unavailable for use. 



Additional crew would be required for N46F



due to crew duty day limitations.



N68RF



King Air



April September



30



National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.



Document ID: 0.7.27.833.13







Received(Date): Tue, 15 Jun 2010 17:39:12 -0400

From: "Jen.Pizza" <Jen.Pizza@noaa.gov>

Subject: DWH ACTIONS and UPDATES 6.15.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

NRDA Activities Report_6_15_10.doc

DWH ACTIONS and UPDATES 6.15.2010.xls

MMST Health and Stranding Update 06-14-10 DRAFT.doc

2010_0615_Seafood Safety Daily Report.docx

Science box staffing contacts.xlsx

NOAA Science Briefing Jun 16.pdf

dispersants101_w graphic.pdf

Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule 061510.doc

OMAO_Assets_Gantt_Chart_061510.xlsx



PRIORITY STATUS UPDATE



RESPONSE



OPERATIONS -



NIC/ICC/NRT



· Fire on ENTERPRISE:  A small fire visible at the top of the derrick



on the Discoverer ENTERPRISE temporarily shut down the LMRP



containment operation today.  Preliminary review indicates the fire,



which was quickly extinguished, was caused by a lightning strike. 



Operations should resume this afternoon, after final safety and



operational assurance inspection. 



· Source Control:  Top Hat is listing approximately 12 degrees.



Technicians continue to monitor the degree of list, but are not planning



any action since the system has been consistently recovering



approximately 15,000 barrels of oil per day.  Today’s shut down will



reduce the recovery of oil in this 24-hour period by about 1,500 barrels.



· Marine Mammals:  NOAA Ship PISCES reported a dead, 25ft long



sperm whale today 150 miles due south of Pascagoula, Mississippi.



There is no oil in the vicinity of the whale, but  numerous tiger sharks



are feeding on the carcass. 



NRT – No call today



NIC Activities



· JAG/SDOT:  Draft charter for the SDOT Team sent to the JAG



Chair.  Meeting today between JAG and SDOT to discuss organization



of the JAG and clearance of various products..



                                                                                                                 



                                            Public use of



www.geoplatform.gov/gulfresponse continues to increase (3.4 million



visitors yesterday)



Provided overview of geoplatform.gov to DHS-OMB DWH Integrated



Services Team, and demo being scheduled to Team for next Tuesday.



DHS standing up new Unified Command .gov site by this weekend,



and working with DHS on data migration plans.



All NOAA Line Offices, NOAA GC and NOAA OCIO met with DOJ



legal staff to discuss issues related to the  preservation of records,
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identification of systems, and collection of data with regard to the



DWH Litigation Hold.  NOAA will provide DOJ with a draft template



of the descriptive information needed to identify NOAA systems on



which DWH data is being held and preserved.  Once the template is



agreed to between DOJ and NOAA, a data call will be issued from the



NOAA CIO Office.



No update from EPA on air/water quality availability for public ERMA



application; DHS and NOAA inquiring.



SCIENCE June 16th Science Briefing.- attached.



Dispersant 101 as cleared through the science box



Updated Staffing (Oceanography and Ecosystem Impacts leads were



left off)
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LMR Fisheries Closure



    * There were no modifications to the closed area in the Gulf EEZ for



June 15, 2010.  The closed area remains 78,264 sq mi (202,703 sq km),



or about 32% of the GOM EEZ.



Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries announced the



following opening to recreational and commercial fishing in portions of



inside waters east and west of the Mississippi River in Plaquemines



Parish effective June 14, 2010.  The area was originally closed as a



precautionary measure.  The most recent information from shoreline



cleanup assessment teams indicates no oil in these areas.



          o Inside Waters West of Mississippi River:  The portion of state



inside waters north of the inside/outside shrimp line west of the



Mississippi River from the southern shore of Red Pass at 89 degrees 28



minutes 13.4 seconds west longitude westward to 89 degrees 30



minutes 12 seconds west longitude near Sandy Point.



          o Inside Waters East of Mississippi River :The portion of state



inside waters inshore of the inside/outside shrimp line located south



and east of the eastern shore of Baptiste Collette Bayou eastward to the



eastern shore of Main Pass.



          o Territorial Sea East of Mississippi River: The portion of state



outside waters east of the Mississippi River seaward of the



inside/outside shrimp line west of 89 degrees 11 minutes 21 seconds



west longitude and south of 29 degrees 21 minutes 32.7 seconds north



latitude.



Seafood Inspection



    * Participated in an interagency conference call regarding



consumption rates.  Agreement appears to have been reached and the



protocol tables are being modified.



    * Steven Wilson is drafting a dockside monitoring plan for review by



the NMFS management.



    * FDA has requested SIP to draft HACCP plan templates to be



provided to industry to update their plans for detection of oil. This is a



portion of FDA's marketplace surveillance activity.



    * Processing seafood safety samples collected off Western Louisiana



by SEFSC contracted vessel Beau Rivage.
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LMR (2)    * Manually generated & QA-ed seafood sample status summary from



seafood safety sample spreadsheets and related documentation.



    * Provided updated seafood safety sample metrics to Nancy



Thompson per instructions.



    * Worked on NSIL's DWH response cost estimates and expenditures



with detailed narratives to describe the activities.



    * Evaluating data received to date in regards to seafood safety



sample receipt, log-in, and processing for purpose of determining data



base structure and format in order to design an efficient sample log-in



and tracking system.



    * Complete seafood inspection report attached.



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding



      PISCES reported a dead, 25ft long sperm whale today. The whale's



location is 150 miles due south of Pascagoula,



Mississippi.                                                                                              



                                 430 total sea turtles verified to date within the



“designated spill area” (increase of 19 from June 13 report)



    * 371 stranded (increase of 8 from June 13)



          o 338 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 8 from June



13)



          o 33 of the stranded were found alive (no change  from June 13)



          o 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 13)



          o 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 13)



          o 25 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 13)



    * 59 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase



of 11 from June 13)



          o 53 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of11 from June 13)



          o 3 turtles collected dead (no change from June 13)



          o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 13)



  



LMR (2)  * 219 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants



(increase of 8 from June 13)



    * Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two



primary considerations for the cause of death of the non-oiled



recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute toxicosis. Further



results are pending.



    * To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on



4 dead stranded sea turtle and 5 live stranded turtles(2 of which were



caught in skimming operations).



    * To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on



56 live sea turtles and 3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle



surveys.



    * 43 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill



area” (increase of 2 from June 13).



          o 41 were dead stranded dolphins (increase of 2 from June 13)



          o 11 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of



decomposition or unable to recover (increase of 2 from June 13)
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    * The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map, and



dolphin stranding map are attached.
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NRDA 1. Technical Working Group Updates



Shoreline: Four teams went out in the field to complete pre-assessment



shoreline surveys at Pelican Island, Laneaux Island, Bastion Bay, Bay



Baptiste, Whiskey Island and Point Chenier/Bay Island.  Forensic oil



sampling occurred in West-South Terrebonne Bay and West-Northwest



Terrebonne.



CRMS Team observed light sheen observed on North shore of Lake



Washington.  No baseline data was obtained at CRMS 0174 due to the



presence of oil.  Sheen on vegetation was approximately 150 yards of



marsh with approximately 100cm penetration. 



Team 1- No report available



Team 2 evaluated the southern portion of Wilkerson Canal, eastern



portion of St. Mary’s Point, and the northeastern shore of Wilkerson



Bay near Wilkerson Canal.  Heavy oil observed along western



shoreline of Wilkerson Canal heading south, beginning just south of



stationary barge until the beginning of Wilkerson Bay.  Light oil and



sheen observed along northern island surrounding St. Mary’s Point. 



Heavy oil observed along southern shoreline of island surrounding St.



Mary’s Point. Boom was present along most shorelines.



Team 3 assessed shoreline and marsh areas west of Marsh Island.  All



waypoints were collected starting near the westernmost limits of SCAT



oil mapping data in the area, progressing in an eastward direction.  Data



obtained during the day’s field effort was found to coincide with



existing SCAT mapping data, with the exception of the area mapped as



“moderate” coverage immediately west of the Freshwater Lock.  No oil



was observed in this area. 



Team 4 – no report available



Sample Intake Teams – Samples processed at shoreline as of 6/14/10:



· Chain of Custody’s processed:  260



· Number of Bottles:  2700



· Jack Fitz cruise experienced mechanical problems which cancelled



the sample intake team last night (6/14) and we have rescheduled for



6/15 rendezvous with vessel in Port.
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NRDA (2) Chemistry:   As of June 14th, approximately 4500 samples have been



collected to support NRDA baseline and pre-assessment data



collection.  This total consists of approximately 70% water samples,



20% sediment samples, and 5% or less of tissue, oil (tarballs), oil on



water product, and dispersant. 



Water Column: NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard 2



vessels..



NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard two vessels:



· Brooks McCall: Conducting deep water sampling 2.5 km northwest



of wellhead, moving southwest.



· Jack Fitz: Returning to port due to mechanical problems



· Ocean Veritas: Deep water sampling 5km W of wellhead. Altering



plans to 2km SW of wellhead if no signals.  Indicated weak plume 5km



N of wellhead at 4 of 5 stations at 1100m.



Human Use:  Conducted boat ramp counts at 3 ramps in Central FL, 2



in Southern FL, 3 in Western FL, 3 in LA, 1 in MS, and 1 in AL. Shore



counts and intercepts in MS. Overflight along north Gulf coast was



canceled.



SAV:   Currently identifying long-term sampling dates and sites for



injury assessment phase. 



Marine Mammals: 



· The team flew a NRDA survey today to collect aerial sightings of



marine mammals and turtles in the primary oil spill zone.  Six



bottlenose dolphins were seen in light sheen and two unidentified



dolphins were seen in light sheen.



· Marine Mammal survey team aboard Gordon Gunter is underway on



a sperm whale preassessment survey. 



ASSETS AND



PLATFORMS



The following digital files are attached.  Information is current as of



Date Time Group in subject line.



  1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations of



assets.



  2. OMAO Assets Excel Gantt Chart showing projects assigned to each



asset.



  3. Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule Word document



     identifying impacts to NOAA projects should OMAO assets be



tasked.



REGIONAL No updates



LEGISLATIVE /



INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS



No updates
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COMMS / PUBLIC



AFFAIRS



*Planning seafood safety media day at Pascagoula Lab, date TBD.



*Answered several follow up press calls on ERMA / GeoPlatform.gov.



*Holding second ERMA /GeoPlatform.gov webinar for select media,



Wed. 1pm EDT.



*Preparing roll out (date TBD) of NOAA's long-term modeling of oil



movement - via fact sheet (in clearance), press release and supporting



Q&A (in development) and media availability. (Chris Vaccaro and



David Holst as lead contact points)



*   Working on data release policy with Science Team and DWH Staff



* JIC put out update release on this week's TJ, Gunter, and Pisces



    missions.



EXTERNAL



ENGAGEMENT



External Affairs received final comments on the draft fact sheet on



volunteer programs and will pursue JIC approval for the document. 



Will be posted on the External Affairs website and offered to the



interagency group for their sites. Reached out to LaDon Swann, Bill



Walker and Bill Hogarth about concerns of the academic community in



the Gulf region.  Will use this and other findings to draft a brief



strategy for continued outreach to that sector. Met with Constituent



Affairs Network to summarize outreach efforts to Gulf and to



coordinate line office participation. Reached out to Bill Loiry who is



the organizer for the June 17th Gulf Oil Spill Disaster Response



Summit being held in Mobile, AL. Contacted the Houma JIC to get



more information on the BP Community Expos that have been held in



Louisiana over the past week and will continue this week. The Expos



are being planned out of the Houma JIC by contractors hired by BP.



Federal and state agency participants are also being coordinated



through staff stationed at the Houma JIC.  Spoke with Paul Sadowski,



BP contractor at Houma JIC. Spoke with Rebecca Hoff, NOS OR&R



In the case for NOAA - this is being done through the NOAA NOS



OR&R Science Support Coordinator (SSC - Jordan Stout last week),



Assistant SSC (Ed Levine last week) and the Biologic Support



Representative (Rebecca Hoff last week).  The SSC is an established



position that coordinates to support the USCG - long before the BP oil



spill. In this case though the SSC and Biologic Support are tied to the



Incident Command.



Additional contact made with Margaret 'Jody' Cottrill at the Unified



Area Command and she passed along additional contact information



regarding the Expos and the plans for the Unified Area Command to



put together a Speakers Bureau. Requests for speakers at following



events need to be confirme



n  LSU Food and Water Safety Executive Summit Meeting – Baton



Rouge, LA - June 25



n  Jackson County Republican Women's Group - Pascagoula, MS - July



12 at the Grand Magnolia Suites and Ballroom Kiwanis Club - Loc:



TBD - July 14, 2010 Reached out to FEMA Intergovernmental Affairs,



Document ID: 0.7.27.839







Gwen Camp requesting to speak with her about FEMA's plans or



ongoing outreach along the Gulf Coast with regards to hurricane season



preparedness. Complaint e-mails External Affairs received 10 new



emails over the weekend and Monday. We have responded to 7 of



them. Topics included oil leak fix suggestions, trajectory map mistakes



and general complaints.



DATA INFORMATION 
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IA/ INTERNATIONAL



AFFAIRS



1. Responded to State Department/Cuba Desk questions about the loop



current and fishery closures.  The Desk is expecting a large delegation



later this week to discuss migration issues and want to be prepared for



oil spill questions.  They have further questions about sub-surface



plumes and monitoring them.  Responses being worked with DWH



staff.



2. A representative from the U.K. Center for Environmental Fisheries



and Aquaculture Science proposed an MOU with NOAA on marine



science, ocean and human health.   To respond to the oil spill they are



offering to host a scientific meeting to promote science exchange,



goodwill, and promotion of collaboration.   The information was



passed to Dr. Robinson and Dr. Murawski.



3.  Awaiting decision by Dr. Lubchenco regarding possible meeting



with Dr. Porfirio Alvarez or possible delegation to Dr. Robinson or



someone else.  Dr. Alvarez’ contact information (cell phone number



and email address) passed to PCO for quick contact after decision.



4. Received response from Brendan Bray on arrangements for possible



hosting of a visit from a Bahamian scientist to interact with modelers in



Seattle.   A likely time frame of mid-late July or later was suggested in



order to assure time to process the required foreign visitor forms. 



OR&R does not currently have the resources to pay for travel.



5. The weather advisory regarding a low pressure system which may



develop into a tropical cyclone was passed to State along with the



National Hurricane Center URL.  The system is 1250 miles east of the



Windward Islands.



Key Bullets



· Assisting Cuba Desk at State Department prepare for a visit from a



large delegation where the oil spill is expected to be raised.



· Continuing a review of arrangements and accommodations needed to



support a visit by a Bahamian scientist to Seattle to interact with



modelers.   OR&R not able to pay travel.



· U.K. offer of collaboration passed to Dr. Robinson & Dr. Murawski.



· Awaiting decision regarding meeting with Dr. Alvarez (Mexico)



LEGAL / GC No updates



POLICY / BUDGET No updates
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 15 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 DWH Loop Current, No Flight Today, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Maintenance, Indianapolis, IN



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar install/testing, Ardmore, OK



N51 Shrike No flight, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Kodiak, AK.



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air DWH coastal photography / mapping, New Orleans, LA



N42



N44



N47



N51



N52



N68 
N46 


N48



N43 


N56



N45



N49 
N57
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report - June 15, 2010

(Reporting Activities from June 14, 2010)



B5 - NRDA
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Water Column: NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard 2 vessels..



NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard two vessels:



 Brooks McCall: Conducting deep water sampling 2.5 km northwest of wellhead, moving



southwest.



 Jack Fitz: Returning to port due to mechanical problems



 Ocean Veritas: Deep water sampling 5km W of wellhead. Altering plans to 2km SW of



wellhead if no signals.  Indicated weak plume 5km N of wellhead at 4 of 5 stations at



1100m.



Human Use: Conducted boat ramp counts at 3 ramps in Central FL, 2 in Southern FL, 3 in



Western FL, 3 in LA, 1 in MS, and 1 in AL. Shore counts and intercepts in MS. Overflight along



north Gulf coast was canceled.



SAV: Currently identifying long-term sampling dates and sites for injury assessment phase.



Marine Mammals:



 The team flew a NRDA survey today to collect aerial sightings of marine mammals and



turtles in the primary oil spill zone.  Six bottlenose dolphins were seen in light sheen and



two unidentified dolphins were seen in light sheen.



 Marine Mammal survey team aboard Gordon Gunter is underway on a sperm whale



preassessment survey.



Environmental Response Management Application _Sampling Overview_06-15-2010
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PRIORITY



RESPONSE OPERATIONS -

NIC/ICC/NRT



SCIENCE



Document ID: 0.7.27.839.2







LMR
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LMR (2)



LMR (2)
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NRDA



NRDA (2)
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ASSETS AND PLATFORMS



REGIONAL



LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T

AFFAIRS



COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS
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EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT



DATA INFORMATION
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IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS



LEGAL / GC



POLICY / BUDGET
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STATUS UPDATE



• Fire on ENTERPRISE:  A small fire visible at the top of the derrick on the Discoverer ENTERPRISE

temporarily shut down the LMRP containment operation today.  Preliminary review indicates the fire, which

was quickly extinguished, was caused by a lightning strike.  Operations should resume this afternoon, after final

safety and operational assurance inspection. 

• Source Control:  Top Hat is listing approximately 12 degrees. Technicians continue to monitor the degree of

list, but are not planning any action since the system has been consistently recovering approximately 15,000

barrels of oil per day.  Today’s shut down will reduce the recovery of oil in this 24-hour period by about 1,500

barrels.

• Marine Mammals:  NOAA Ship PISCES reported a dead, 25ft long sperm whale today 150 miles due south of

Pascagoula, Mississippi. There is no oil in the vicinity of the whale, but  numerous tiger sharks are feeding on

the carcass. 

NRT – No call today

NIC Activities

• JAG/SDOT:  Draft charter for the SDOT Team sent to the JAG Chair.  Meeting today between JAG and

SDOT to discuss organization of the JAG and clearance of various products..



                                                                                                                                                              Public use of
June 16th Science Briefing.- attached.

Dispersant 101 as cleared through the science box

Updated Staffing (Oceanography and Ecosystem Impacts leads were left off)
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Fisheries Closure

    * There were no modifications to the closed area in the Gulf EEZ for June 15, 2010.  The closed area remains

78,264 sq mi (202,703 sq km), or about 32% of the GOM EEZ.

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries announced the following opening to recreational and

commercial fishing in portions of inside waters east and west of the Mississippi River in Plaquemines Parish

effective June 14, 2010.  The area was originally closed as a precautionary measure.  The most recent

information from shoreline cleanup assessment teams indicates no oil in these areas.

          o Inside Waters West of Mississippi River:  The portion of state inside waters north of the inside/outside

shrimp line west of the Mississippi River from the southern shore of Red Pass at 89 degrees 28 minutes 13.4

seconds west longitude westward to 89 degrees 30 minutes 12 seconds west longitude near Sandy Point.

          o Inside Waters East of Mississippi River :The portion of state inside waters inshore of the inside/outside

shrimp line located south and east of the eastern shore of Baptiste Collette Bayou eastward to the eastern shore

of Main Pass.

          o Territorial Sea East of Mississippi River: The portion of state outside waters east of the Mississippi

River seaward of the inside/outside shrimp line west of 89 degrees 11 minutes 21 seconds west longitude and

south of 29 degrees 21 minutes 32.7 seconds north latitude.

Seafood Inspection



    * Participated in an interagency conference call regarding consumption rates.  Agreement appears to have

been reached and the protocol tables are being modified.

    * Steven Wilson is drafting a dockside monitoring plan for review by the NMFS management.

    * FDA has requested SIP to draft HACCP plan templates to be provided to industry to update their plans for

detection of oil. This is a portion of FDA's marketplace surveillance activity.

    * Processing seafood safety samples collected off Western Louisiana by SEFSC contracted vessel Beau Rivage.
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   * Manually generated & QA-ed seafood sample status summary from seafood safety sample spreadsheets and

related documentation.

    * Provided updated seafood safety sample metrics to Nancy Thompson per instructions.

    * Worked on NSIL's DWH response cost estimates and expenditures with detailed narratives to describe the

activities.

    * Evaluating data received to date in regards to seafood safety sample receipt, log-in, and processing for

purpose of determining data base structure and format in order to design an efficient sample log-in and tracking

system.

    * Complete seafood inspection report attached.

Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding



      PISCES reported a dead, 25ft long sperm whale today. The whale's location is 150 miles due south of

Pascagoula, Mississippi.                                                                                                                                430 total

sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 19 from June 13 report)

    * 371 stranded (increase of 8 from June 13)

          o 338 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 8 from June 13)

          o 33 of the stranded were found alive (no change  from June 13)

          o 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 13)

          o 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 13)

          o 25 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 13)

    * 59 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 11 from June 13)

          o 53 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of11 from June 13)

          o 3 turtles collected dead (no change from June 13)

          o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 13)



 * 219 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 8 from June 13)

    * Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for the cause of death of

the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute toxicosis. Further results are pending.

    * To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 4 dead stranded sea turtle and 5 live

stranded turtles(2 of which were caught in skimming operations).

    * To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 56 live sea turtles and 3 dead sea turtle

captured during directed turtle surveys.

    * 43 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 2 from June 13).

          o 41 were dead stranded dolphins (increase of 2 from June 13)

          o 11 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to recover

(increase of 2 from June 13)

    * The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map, and dolphin stranding map are attached.
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1. Technical Working Group Updates

Shoreline: Four teams went out in the field to complete pre-assessment shoreline surveys at Pelican Island,

Laneaux Island, Bastion Bay, Bay Baptiste, Whiskey Island and Point Chenier/Bay Island.  Forensic oil

sampling occurred in West-South Terrebonne Bay and West-Northwest Terrebonne.

CRMS Team observed light sheen observed on North shore of Lake Washington.  No baseline data was obtained

at CRMS 0174 due to the presence of oil.  Sheen on vegetation was approximately 150 yards of marsh with

approximately 100cm penetration. 

Team 1- No report available

Team 2 evaluated the southern portion of Wilkerson Canal, eastern portion of St. Mary’s Point, and the

northeastern shore of Wilkerson Bay near Wilkerson Canal.  Heavy oil observed along western shoreline of

Wilkerson Canal heading south, beginning just south of stationary barge until the beginning of Wilkerson Bay. 

Light oil and sheen observed along northern island surrounding St. Mary’s Point.  Heavy oil observed along

southern shoreline of island surrounding St. Mary’s Point. Boom was present along most shorelines.

Team 3 assessed shoreline and marsh areas west of Marsh Island.  All waypoints were collected starting near the

westernmost limits of SCAT oil mapping data in the area, progressing in an eastward direction.  Data obtained

during the day’s field effort was found to coincide with existing SCAT mapping data, with the exception of the

area mapped as “moderate” coverage immediately west of the Freshwater Lock.  No oil was observed in this area. 

Team 4 – no report available

Sample Intake Teams – Samples processed at shoreline as of 6/14/10:

• Chain of Custody’s processed:  260

• Number of Bottles:  2700

• Jack Fitz cruise experienced mechanical problems which cancelled the sample intake team last night (6/14) and

we have rescheduled for 6/15 rendezvous with vessel in Port. 



Chemistry:   As of June 14th, approximately 4500 samples have been collected to support NRDA baseline and

pre-assessment data collection.  This total consists of approximately 70% water samples, 20% sediment samples,

and 5% or less of tissue, oil (tarballs), oil on water product, and dispersant. 

Water Column: NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard 2 vessels..

NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard two vessels:

• Brooks McCall: Conducting deep water sampling 2.5 km northwest of wellhead, moving southwest.

• Jack Fitz: Returning to port due to mechanical problems

• Ocean Veritas: Deep water sampling 5km W of wellhead. Altering plans to 2km SW of wellhead if no signals. 

Indicated weak plume 5km N of wellhead at 4 of 5 stations at 1100m.

Human Use:  Conducted boat ramp counts at 3 ramps in Central FL, 2 in Southern FL, 3 in Western FL, 3 in

LA, 1 in MS, and 1 in AL. Shore counts and intercepts in MS. Overflight along north Gulf coast was canceled.

SAV:   Currently identifying long-term sampling dates and sites for injury assessment phase. 

Marine Mammals: 



• The team flew a NRDA survey today to collect aerial sightings of marine mammals and turtles in the primary

oil spill zone.  Six bottlenose dolphins were seen in light sheen and two unidentified dolphins were seen in light

sheen.

• Marine Mammal survey team aboard Gordon Gunter is underway on a sperm whale preassessment survey.
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The following digital files are attached.  Information is current as of Date Time Group in subject line.

  1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations of assets.

  2. OMAO Assets Excel Gantt Chart showing projects assigned to each asset.

  3. Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule Word document

     identifying impacts to NOAA projects should OMAO assets be tasked.



No updates



No updates



*Planning seafood safety media day at Pascagoula Lab, date TBD.

*Answered several follow up press calls on ERMA / GeoPlatform.gov.

*Holding second ERMA /GeoPlatform.gov webinar for select media, Wed. 1pm EDT.

*Preparing roll out (date TBD) of NOAA's long-term modeling of oil movement - via fact sheet (in clearance),

press release and supporting Q&A (in development) and media availability. (Chris Vaccaro and David Holst as

lead contact points)

*   Working on data release policy with Science Team and DWH Staff

* JIC put out update release on this week's TJ, Gunter, and Pisces

    missions.
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External Affairs received final comments on the draft fact sheet on volunteer programs and will pursue JIC

approval for the document.  Will be posted on the External Affairs website and offered to the interagency group

for their sites. Reached out to LaDon Swann, Bill Walker and Bill Hogarth about concerns of the academic

community in the Gulf region.  Will use this and other findings to draft a brief strategy for continued outreach

to that sector. Met with Constituent Affairs Network to summarize outreach efforts to Gulf and to coordinate

line office participation. Reached out to Bill Loiry who is the organizer for the June 17th Gulf Oil Spill Disaster

Response Summit being held in Mobile, AL. Contacted the Houma JIC to get more information on the BP

Community Expos that have been held in Louisiana over the past week and will continue this week. The Expos

are being planned out of the Houma JIC by contractors hired by BP. Federal and state agency participants are

also being coordinated through staff stationed at the Houma JIC.  Spoke with Paul Sadowski, BP contractor at

Houma JIC. Spoke with Rebecca Hoff, NOS OR&R In the case for NOAA - this is being done through the

NOAA NOS OR&R Science Support Coordinator (SSC - Jordan Stout last week), Assistant SSC (Ed Levine last

week) and the Biologic Support Representative (Rebecca Hoff last week).  The SSC is an established position that

coordinates to support the USCG - long before the BP oil spill. In this case though the SSC and Biologic

Support are tied to the Incident Command.

Additional contact made with Margaret 'Jody' Cottrill at the Unified Area Command and she passed along

additional contact information regarding the Expos and the plans for the Unified Area Command to put together

a Speakers Bureau. Requests for speakers at following events need to be confirme



n  LSU Food and Water Safety Executive Summit Meeting – Baton Rouge, LA - June 25

n  Jackson County Republican Women's Group - Pascagoula, MS - July 12 at the Grand Magnolia Suites and

Ballroom Kiwanis Club - Loc: TBD - July 14, 2010 Reached out to FEMA Intergovernmental Affairs, Gwen

Camp requesting to speak with her about FEMA's plans or ongoing outreach along the Gulf Coast with regards

to hurricane season preparedness. Complaint e-mails External Affairs received 10 new emails over the weekend

and Monday. We have responded to 7 of them. Topics included oil leak fix suggestions, trajectory map mistakes

and general complaints.



Document ID: 0.7.27.839.2







1. Responded to State Department/Cuba Desk questions about the loop current and fishery closures.  The Desk

is expecting a large delegation later this week to discuss migration issues and want to be prepared for oil spill

questions.  They have further questions about sub-surface plumes and monitoring them.  Responses being

worked with DWH staff.

2. A representative from the U.K. Center for Environmental Fisheries and Aquaculture Science proposed an

MOU with NOAA on marine science, ocean and human health.   To respond to the oil spill they are offering to

host a scientific meeting to promote science exchange, goodwill, and promotion of collaboration.   The

information was passed to Dr. Robinson and Dr. Murawski.

3.  Awaiting decision by Dr. Lubchenco regarding possible meeting with Dr. Porfirio Alvarez or possible

delegation to Dr. Robinson or someone else.  Dr. Alvarez’ contact information (cell phone number and email

address) passed to PCO for quick contact after decision.

4. Received response from Brendan Bray on arrangements for possible hosting of a visit from a Bahamian

scientist to interact with modelers in Seattle.   A likely time frame of mid-late July or later was suggested in

order to assure time to process the required foreign visitor forms.  OR&R does not currently have the resources

to pay for travel.

5. The weather advisory regarding a low pressure system which may develop into a tropical cyclone was passed

to State along with the National Hurricane Center URL.  The system is 1250 miles east of the Windward

Islands.

Key Bullets



• Assisting Cuba Desk at State Department prepare for a visit from a large delegation where the oil spill is

expected to be raised.

• Continuing a review of arrangements and accommodations needed to support a visit by a Bahamian scientist to

Seattle to interact with modelers.   OR&R not able to pay travel.

• U.K. offer of collaboration passed to Dr. Robinson & Dr. Murawski.

• Awaiting decision regarding meeting with Dr. Alvarez (Mexico)



No updates



No updates



Document ID: 0.7.27.839.2







LEAD



Bill Conner



Steve Murawski



Document ID: 0.7.27.839.2







John Oliver



Document ID: 0.7.27.839.2







Document ID: 0.7.27.839.2







Tony Penn



Document ID: 0.7.27.839.2







Phil Kenul



Buck Sutter



John Gray



Justin Kenney



Document ID: 0.7.27.839.2







Andy Winer



Joe Klimavicz



Document ID: 0.7.27.839.2







Jim Turner



Lois Schiffer



Sally Yozell



Document ID: 0.7.27.839.2







Update through June 14, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period:



 Increase of 8 turtle strandings (1 dead in FL, 1 dead in MS, and 1 dead in LA; 1 dead in



FL, 1 dead in MS, and 3 dead in LA reported from June 13 after 1800)



 Increase of 11 live oiled turtles captured during directed on-water search efforts



 Increase of 2 dolphin strandings (2 dead in MS photodocumented on May 25 and 26,



verified on June 14)



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



Sea Turtles: 

430 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 19 from June



13 report)



 371 stranded* (increase of 8 from June 13)



o 338 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 8 from June 13)



o 33 of the stranded were found alive (no change  from June 13)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 13)



 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 13)



 25 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 13)



 59 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 11 from June 13)



o 53 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 11 from June 13)



o 3 turtles collected dead (no change from June 13)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 13)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 338 dead stranded, 3 dead directed capture, and 7 that died



in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 13)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 13)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from June 13)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 13)



 219 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 8 from June



13)



 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis.  Further results are pending.



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:
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Update through June 14, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 4 dead stranded sea



turtle and 5 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 56 live sea turtles and



3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1-14 is 119. 



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically



stranding in the month of June (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals:

43 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 2 from June



13).



 41 were dead stranded* dolphins (increase of 2 from June 13)



 2 were live stranded dolphins, one of which that died shortly after stranding, one that was



euthanized upon stranding (no change from June 13)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 41 dead stranded and 2 live stranded that died or were



euthanized):



 15 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 13)



 8 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



13)



 6 full necropsies performed (no change from June 13)



 11 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable



to recover (increase of 2 from June 13)
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Update through June 14, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 3 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 13)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Information on Signs of Dolphin Oiling:



 Two of the verified dolphins have evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or body and



therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to determine



whether the animal was externally oiled pre- or post-mortem.   All other necropsy



findings are pending.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 14 is 12.



 This is higher than the number of marine mammal strandings that have been documented



in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and



reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter



of 2010.



 The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in the month of



June (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 The directed turtle survey managed by the Marine Mammal/Sea Turtle Unit was on the



water today (see results above) and will be on the water again Tuesday June 15.
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Seafood Safety Daily Report



Reported from Seafood inspection Program, National Seafood Inspection Laboratory and Northwest



Fishery Science Center



Tuesday, May 15, 2010



Seafood Inspection Program:



 Participated in an interagency conference call regarding consumption rates. Agreement appears



to have been reached and the protocol tables are being modified.



 Steven Wilson is drafting a dockside monitoring plan for review by the NMFS management.



 FDA has requested SIP to draft HACCP plan templates to be provided to industry to update their



plans for detection of oil. This is a portion of FDA's marketplace surveillance activity.



Northwest Fishery Science Center (NWFSC):



 Three NWFSC staff are in Pascagoula assisting NSIL staff in processing fish and shellfish to be



shipped for chemical analyses. 



 NWFSC is continuing chemical analysis of finfish and shellfish tissues. 



National Seafood Inspection Laboratory



 Processing seafood safety samples collected off Western Louisiana by SEFSC contracted vessel



Beau Rivage.



 Manually generated & QA-ed seafood sample status summary from seafood safety sample



spreadsheets and related documentation.



 Provided updated seafood safety sample metrics to Nancy Thompson per instructions.



 Provided tour of NSIL facilities and DWH operations to NMFS AA Eric Schwaab.



 Worked on NSIL's DWH response cost estimates and expenditures with detailed narratives to



describe the activities.



 Evaluating data received to date in regards to seafood safety sample receipt, log-in, and



processing for purpose of determining data base structure and format in order to design an



efficient sample log-in and tracking system.



 Programming database front end for seafood safety sample data management. The database



will replace the current data management strategy which uses multiple spreadsheets which is



cumbersome and not as efficient as a database.



 Hosting SIP Sensory Analysts and NWFSC staff.
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Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Gunter June 5 June 26 Repairs/ABS inspection scheduled for



6/5-6/14



GU-10-02 Leg 1 - Marine Mammals



06/15 – 06/26



Departed Pascagoula, MS, for DWH Marine



Mammal project 6/15



Foster June 5 June 19 None:  NF-10-05, Grays Reef



Comparison Cancelled.



Inport Charleston, SC for z-drive repairs and



potential DWH response.  ETD 6/25.



Thomas

Jefferson



June 15 tbd TJ-10-03 FGBNMS Departed Galveston, TX, for DWH Western



Sentry II 6/15



Oregon II June 21 July 5 Rd-10-01 Summer groundfish Leg 2



loses 9 DAS (much of the area



typically surveyed during this project



is likely going to be off limits due to



the oil.)



Could shift to start one day earlier to



maintain continuity of DWH mission support



by ending Leg 1 of groundfish a day or two



early.  Ship would have to resupply with



water once.



Delaware

II



tbd tbd DE-10-05 Benthic Habitat DE plans to depart Woods Hole 16 June for 8



day transit to GOM pending final project



instructions for seafood sampling mission



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water



Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3. 



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning
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much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil
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Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



June 15 Hurricane Season Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf Loop Current



flights could be rescheduled around any



tasking for Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings



would delay Gulf Loop Current flights by



several days



N43RF



WP-3D



TBD TBD CALNEX (OAR California air quality



study)- Potential loss of 1 to 3 days



Reassignment to DWH for air quality study



per OAR request.  Arrived MacDill 6/7. 



Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.



Returned to CALNEX 6/11.



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April September



30



Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September



30



Northeast Right Whale / BOWFEST DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



resumed June 7. Anticipated schedule is



approximately 5 flights every 14 days. 



Tasking could be flown on Twin Otter N46RF



but belly port will be unavailable for use. 



Additional crew would be required for N46F



due to crew duty day limitations.



N68RF



King Air



April September



30



National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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N42 WP-3D 


N43 WP-3D CALNEX Hurricane Season



N43 - Arrived MacDill AFB 6/7.  Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.  Return to CALNEX on 6/11



N46 Twin Otter 


N48 Twin Otter 


N56 Twin Otter 


N57 Twin Otter 


N68 King Air 


Bigelow 


Delaware II 
Delaware II  - re-tasked for DWH in support of seafood inspection, preparations for departure underway, departure estimated no earlier than 6/16 with arrival no earlier than 6/24



Brown 


Foster 
Foster - potential re-task for DWH response.  ETD from Charleston delayed to due to contining maintenance 6/25.



Gunter 
Gunter  - scheduled marine mammal cruise shifted to GOM 6/15



Jefferson 
Jefferson  - DWH Western Sentry II to begin 6/15



Oregon II 


Pisces 


NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



Jul Aug Sep 


Steller Sea Lions 


Harbor Seals



Harbor Seals BWASP



OMAO Assets (as of 6/15/10)



Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



Nov



Continuation of DWH Multi Spectral Oil, Mobile, AL



Oct Jun 


CALNEX 


Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection Tsunami/Trop. Atl



BOWFEST



Repairs 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities



F.I. 


Nov



Warranty South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



R/V HST 


R/V Gandy



Chesapeake Bay
DWH 


Hurricane Season



Marine Mammal Surveys



DWH Gulf Loop 


DWH Multi Spectral 


Fall Plankton



Pully Ridge/Tortugas/FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



Repairs 


MRP/Trials Groundfish 


Key West 


ECOMON 


DWH Marine Mammals 


GRNMS 


NERW 


Longline Shark / Red Snapper



FGBNMS 


in Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



SEAMAP Reef Fish 


MX Cetacean Abundance 


Benthic ECOMON 


NOAA Line Office Assets

Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 


7/25/2012
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NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, F L. Inport Pascagoula with mechanical problems until 6/14



NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 6/21.



Scheduled to conduct trap/video surveys out of Panama City the reamainder of the month.



R/V Caretta 


R/V Harold B 


R/V Gandy 


7/25/2012
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no update



In Port Fourchon, LA 



In Houma. LA.



Deepwater CTD sampling 7km from wellhead SW quadrant



In port St. Petersburg,FL 



ROV survey, deep and shallow water CTD sampling 1 km N of wellhead.



Deepwater sampling 5 km NE of wellhead



no update



In port Houma, LA



Subsurface (150m) sampling for hydrocarbons towards E to find plume extent



Inport Miami, FL 



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.  *No end date specified for gliders.



Monitoring and sampling oceanographic conditions

NAVO Gliders 


Brooks McCall 


Ryan Chouest 


Bunny Bordelon 


Capt Hatteras 


Rachel Bordelon 


Endeavor 


Jack Fitz 


IOOS Gliders 


Walton Smith 


Ocean Veritas 


Pelican 


Beau Rivage 


Oct Nov



Other Assets

Jun Jul Aug Sep 


DWH*



7/25/2012
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7/25/2012



Document ID: 0.7.27.839.11







7/25/2012
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7/25/2012
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 15 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 DWH Loop Current, No Flight Today, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Maintenance, Indianapolis, IN



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar install/testing, Ardmore, OK



N51 Shrike No flight, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Kodiak, AK.



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air DWH coastal photography / mapping, New Orleans, LA



N42



N44



N47



N51



N52



N68 
N46 


N48



N43 


N56



N45



N49 
N57
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 15 JUN 2010



ID
 Status Today



DE
 ETD for DWH Seafood Safety surveys 06/16



TJ
 ETD Galveston, TX for DWH acoustics and water sampling 06/15



HB
 Alongside Newport, RI. Departure 07/07 for sea trials



NF
 Alongside Charleston, SC. Departure 6/25 for scheduled project



RB
 Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 6/15 for mammal surveys near



DWH



PC Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure for DWH surveys TBD



R2
 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 6/16 for sea trials and scheduled



project



TJ



GU



R2

PC NF



HB DE



RB



DY 


FA



HA
SE 


RA



KA



SH
DJMF 


M2 


EX Guam 


ID Status Today



FA
 Scheduled operations suspended by weather. Arrival 6/18 Port Angeles, WA



SH
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 06/25 for scheduled project



MF
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 06/21 Seattle, WA.



DY
 Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/24 Dutch Harbor, AK



HI
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 6/17 for scheduled project



M2
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival San Francisco 07/04



SE
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA
 Alongside Cascade, OR for shipyard repair period



DJ
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 08/02



EX Underway on scheduled project. Arrival TBD



= underway



= alongside
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Chartered Vessels and NOAA Small Boats



As of 15 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM R/V Brooks McCall In Port Fourchon, LA



BB M/V Bunny Bordelon In Houma, LA



CH R/V Cape Hatteras Deepwater sampling 1km W of wellhead, surface surveying for natural gas, tow-yo CTD sampling 5km SW of wellhead



CA R/V Caretta NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DWH begin 21 June



EN R/V Endeavor In  St. Petersburg,FL



GY R/V Gandy In Pascagoula for mechanical problems.  Return to operations estimated 14 June



JF R/V Jack Fitz In Leeville, LA



OV R/V Ocean Veritas Deepwater sampling 5 km W of wellhead



RB M/V Rachel Bordelon In port Houma, LA



RC R/V Ryan Chouest Subsurface (150m) sampling for hydrocarbons towards E to find plume extent



WS R/V Walton Smith Inport Miami, FL



BM BB  CA



JF GY RB



= underway



= alongside



WS



RC



OV



CH



EN 
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Assets
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Received(Date): Fri, 18 Jun 2010 17:56:50 -0400

From: "Jen.Pizza" <Jen.Pizza@noaa.gov>

Subject: DWH UPDATES 6.18.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

2010_0617_Seafood Safety Daily Report.docx

MMST Health and Stranding Update 06-17-10.doc

NRDA Activities Report_6_18_10.doc

OMAO DWH Aircraft Tasking - Program Impacts 061410.docx

OMAO DWH Ship Tasking - Program Impacts 061410-1.docx

OMAO_Assets_Gantt_Chart_061810.xlsx

Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule 061810.doc



     PRIORITY     

ISSUES    

RESPONSE OPERATIONS - NIC/ICC/NRT     See PowerPoint Attached "Quad_18Jun.pptx"

SCIENCE     See PDF attached "NOAA Science Briefing June 21.pdf"

LMR     Fisheries Closures

* There was no change to the closed area for June 17, 2010, The closed area remains 80,806 sq mi (209,286

sq km) and covers about 33% of the GOM EEZ.

Seafood Inspection

* Steven Wilson, Peter Koufopoulos, Nancy Beck and Jeff Bigler of the EPA worked to finalize the re-opening

protocol. This was generally accepted by the Gulf States on the States Call.

* Completed the third States Sensory Screener Class in Pascagoula, MS.

* Three NWFSC staff are in Pascagoula assisting NSIL staff in preparing for analysis fish and shellfish to be

shipped for chemical analyses.

* NWFSC is continuing chemical analysis of blue crab muscle and hepatopancreas (tomalley).

* The complete seafood inspection report is attached.

Marine Mammal and Turtle Health and Stranding

* 397 stranded (increase of 8 from June 16)

o 360 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 5 from June 16)

o 37 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 3 from June 16)

o 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 16)

o 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 16)

o 29 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 3 from June 16)

o 241 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 5 from June 16)

* To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 5 dead stranded sea turtle and 6 live

stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).

* To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 69 live sea turtles and 3 dead sea turtle

captured during directed turtle surveys.

LMR (2)     * 46 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 1 from June

16).

o 2 were live stranded dolphins, one of which that died shortly after stranding, one that was euthanized upon

stranding and one that stranded live in boom and was freed immediately (increase of 1 from June 16)

o 2 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (decrease of 1 from June 16)

o 7 full necropsies performed (increase of 1 from June 16)

o Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.

* 1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no change from

June 16)

* A marine mammal carcass retrieval and disposal plan and a sampling and disposal plan for dead marine

mammals observed by NOAA vessels are being finalized.

* The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map, dolphin stranding map, and large whale

stranding map are attached.

NRDA     1. Technical Working Group Updates

Shoreline: Four teams went out in the field to complete pre-assessment shoreline surveys in Barataria Bay.

Team 1- Shoreline pre-assessment along northern edges of Hospital Bay. Vegetation oiled within areas with

previous SCAT data; condition varied between no visible vegetation oiling to a solid band of oil several feet into

the marsh. Oiling within the water was predominately silver sheen with some sheening from oiled vegetation

which produced rainbow sheens from the thicker bands. Moderate to heavy oiling was present along the edges
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of Hospital Bay where SCAT data showed moderate oiling. Oiling within the water was predominately silver

sheen with some small pea sized droplets with silver stringers.

Team 2 - Shoreline pre-assessment from Port Sulphur Marina out to Wilkinson Bay. Shoreline covered with

heavy to moderate oiling, some oil sheen on water. Response activity included absorbent boom along some

shoreline. At some waypoints lightly oiled shoreline with no sheen on water.

Team 3- collected NRDA pre-assessment data on the south side of East Timbalier Island – with one additional

point taken on the north side. Assessment began at the east end of the island (were SCAT data was not

mapped) and progressed westward (to were SCAT data was available). Assessment stopped mid island to

avoid a storm and began again at the same point approximately 2 hours later.

Team 4 –assessed the several islands and the mainland coast directly north of the western end of Grand Isle,

LA. Team four found the southwest end of the island to be moderately oiled with Spartina alterniflora covered

from bottom to top at the outer edge ranging to 25 inches. Shoreline oil penetration was 10 feet from water’s

edge. The remainder of the island was clean with the exception of four spots of light oiling. The northern island

in the northeast corner of Porpoise Bay was clean on the northeastern side with the exception of about 900 feet

of light oiling along the southern end. The southernmost of the two islands on this corner of Porpoise Bay was

clean on the eastern and southern exposures.

NRDA (2)     Sample Intake Teams – Samples processed at shoreline as of 6/17/10:

· Chain of Custody’s processed: 273

· Number of Bottles: 3298



Chemistry: As of June 17th, approximately 6500 samples have been collected to support NRDA baseline and

pre-assessment data collection. The total number of samples drastically increased in the last two days due to

Entrix’s field samples being added to the trustee sample tracking database. The total number of samples now

consists of approximately 61% water samples, 28% sediment samples, and 5% or less of tissue, oil (tarballs),

oil on water product, and dispersant.

Water Column: NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard 6 vessels.

NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard two vessels:

· Brooks McCall: Deep water sampling 5 km N of well head.

· Jack Fitz: At sea on cruise 3. Deepwater ROV sampling NW of wellhead at 2km ring. They are sampling in the

rising plume.

· Ocean Veritas: In Port Fourchon, LA rotating with Brooks McCall for deepwater sampling.

· Thomas Jefferson: Establishing baseline with CTD casts and coastal sampling.

· Rachel Bordelon: In Houma, getting underway 6/18. Will be supporting the Jack Fitz with acoustic surveys.

· Endeavor: In transit to deploy drifters and conduct deep water sampling.



Fish: Field team tested active and passive methods for detecting submerged oil in Barataria Bay. NGO

representatives observed field activities (See Media/Outreach Update below).



Human Use: Boat ramp and shore fishing counts in LA, MS, AL and FL.



NRDA (3)     SAV: Teams sampled in Mobile Bay, AL, St Joseph’s Bay, FL and Chocohatchee Bay, FL

collecting baseline vegetation and sediment samples. Currently identifying long-term sampling dates and sites

for injury assessment phase.



Marine Mammals: Marine Mammal survey team aboard Gordon Gunter is underway on a sperm whale

preassessment survey. Five bottlenose dolphin biopsies were collected in St. Joseph Bay as part of a Pre-
Assessment Plan. Aerial survey conducted to assess marine mammals and sea turtles in oil and support rescue

operations. One marine mammal was in water with little to no oil. No turtles were seen.



Media/Outreach Update:

Tom Brosnan hosted representatives from Ocean Conservancy, Oceana, and Gulf Restoration Network and

they accompanied a field team testing methods for detecting submerged oil. A member of the field team

provided a brief explanation of the field activities in the beginning and answered a few questions on what we

saw at the end. The NGO representative gained a new appreciation for the logistical challenges, the scope of
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the issues and the good work being done.

ASSETS AND PLATFORMS     The following digital files are attached. Information is current as of Date Time

Group in subject line.



1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations of assets.

2. OMAO Assets Excel Gantt Chart showing projects assigned to each asset.

3. Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule Word document

identifying impacts to NOAA projects should OMAO assets be tasked.

4. DWH Ship Tasking Impacts.

5. DWH Aircraft Tasking Impacts.

OPERATIONAL    

REGIONAL     No Report

LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS     No Report

COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS     No Report

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT     Interactions:

Confirmed NOAA speaker for the Greater New Orleans Disaster Response Partnership monthly meeting on

June 23, 2010. Mark Schexnayder, from the LSU AgCenter and the Louisiana Sea Grant College Program, will

be able to give an overview of NOAA's role

in the response to the oil spill as well as Sea Grant's involvement.



Connected Karrie Carnes at NOAA Santuaries in Key West, FL with Mike Spranger of FL Sea Grant to discuss

outreach efforts in the FL Keys.



Set up NOAA speakers for the weekly NGO telecom hosted by the White House and coordinated with CEQ and

WH-OPE in the a.m. planning tagup. Buck Sutter and Doug Helton were our NOAA representatives this week.

Questions focused mainly on the flow rate, subsurface oil and trajectory.



Complaint e-mails:

External Affairs received 1 email over the past 24 hours. We responded

to it and 2 more sent yesterday. The topic was a suggested calculation

of oil flow.



· Mass Notifications: None today.

DATA INFORMATION     See PowerPoint Attached "DWH Activities Report Quad OCIO 061810.pptx"

IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS     1. A request for a briefing was received by NMFS/IA from the Mexican

Embassy in Washington. We understand the issues Mexico wishes to have covered are: the spread of the oil,

the areas where the currents may take it, the impact on the fisheries, and any preventive or remedial action that

can be foreseen and undertaken or aspect that NOAA may deem relevant. We are working with the State

Department to respond. (Note: an offer of a briefing was conveyed by the U.S. Embassy in Mexico City to

appropriate officials who declined the offer).



2. The response to the Bahamas questions was sent to OMB for final clearance. Once cleared, they will be

transmitted to the U.S. Embassy, Nassau, for delivery.



3. A meeting is called next Wednesday to include each Line Office and Bonnie Ponwith of the Gulf of Mexico

LME Project to begin discussing long term Gulf recovery and restoration in line with the President’s speech this

week.



4. In 2 areas of follow-up, we are both seeking a read-out from the Cuba Desk on their meeting today with a

Cuban delegation working with State to respond to Margaret Spring’s request for a listing of offers of assistance

made by foreign governments.

LEGAL / GC     No Report

POLICY / BUDGET     No Report
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NOAA Data and Information Management Activities Report

June 18, 2010



Information as of June 18, 2010



                



Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


 



                                                          



. . 


Regarding Data.gov, the site will be available at

www.data.gov/restorethegulf -- but will not go live until the actual

www.RestoreTheGulf.gov site goes live--live date postponed until Monday

at the earliest.



EPA identified four components they want to have added into

geoplatform.gov.  These files have sampling locations only -- with hyperlink

back to www.epa.gov/bpspill to obtain the sampling data.  EPA continues

work on additional services that will contain the same points along with

data.  Ultimately getting the points and data showing up in geoplatform.gov.



Current Unified Command site deepwaterhorizonresponse.com site is

migrating to restorethegulf.gov as early as tomorrow June 18, and the

geoplatform.gov/gulfresponse is in a very prominent location on this new

website (snapshot attached).  The restorethegulf.gov site will also have a

prominent link to data.gov.  Additionally, a separate data.gov oil spill site

(maybe www.data.gov/bpoilspill) is in development and may go live tomorrow

as well.



EPA data public release is now tied to the data.gov and restorethegulf.gov

development. Coast Guard is working the migration of BP data to the Coast

Guard environment and then replication to NOAA for ERMA or

geoplatform.gov.  DHS considers this option to be suboptimal, so we are

reviewing options.  NOAA reviewed the current BP data base and many of

the layers are duplicative or already incorporated within ERMA.   Additionally,

most of the BP database lacks attribution, and some BP data would be

restricted access and not for public display due to security restrictions.



A demo of geoplatform.gov is scheduled for Tracy Waring’s DWH

Integrated Services Team Tuesday June 22 at FEMA HQ.



Effort to consolidate BP and government geo spatial data is underway. 

Coast Guard migrating BP GIS capabilities and data into their environment

to share the data with ERMA government and public viewers.   Coast

Guard  GIS services  not to be used as the COP viewer in the Unified or

Area commands-- ERMA is to serve that role.



Tentative meeting scheduled for Tuesday  June 22 evening  with Federal

Geospatial leads to discuss how take advantage of the energy and interest

and continue to build out the concepts of the Geospatial Platform.



None 
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NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



June 21, 2010



** For Internal Use ONLY **
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 18 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 DWH Loop Current, Departed today @ 0900L, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Flying Cloud, MN. GRAV-D installation.



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike No flight, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air DWH coastal photography / mapping, New Orleans, LA



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68 
N46 


N43 


N56



N45



N57



N48
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NOAA Response Operations Activities Report

18 June



                



Today’s Activities Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


 



                                                          



(eg. visual – map , table)



. .



Off-shore oil forecast on hold – coordinated with NMFS
· 


Items in review:
·


Letter from 22 Senators – under review at DOC
o


Long-term oil trajectory – pending OMB comments
o


Aerial observer training – this weekend, Mobile AL,
o



13 trainees



Loop Current product – under review at DOC
o



Robert now NOLA CP:
·



1250 Poydras St, New Orleans, LA 70113

Florida Peninsula Command Post stood up in Miami
·

ERMA demo with ADM Allen
·

Working on materials to communicate nature of risk
·

to South Florida

NRT meeting held
·

Reviewed Incident Specific Addendum to NCP
· 


Long-term oil movement release
·

Communicating risk to South Florida
·

FDA Food desk activated to address seafood
·

contamination issues and liaise with National

Center for Health Services



USCG C-130 Overflight out of Clearwater, FL

M/V Becker Florida Peninsula Sentry ship

Both looking for oil north of Florida Keys



Backup Relief Well



1st Relief Well 


0 20 40 60 80 100



Drilled



Done
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Seafood Safety Daily Report



Reported from Seafood inspection Program, National Seafood Inspection Laboratory and Northwest



Fishery Science Center



Thursday, June 17, 2010



Seafood Inspection Program (SIP):



 Steven Wilson, Peter Koufopoulos, Nancy Beck and Jeff Bigler of the EPA worked to finalize the



re-opening protocol.  This was generally accepted by the Gulf States on the States Call today.



 SIP personnel, led by Robert Downs, is in the final day of the third States Sensory Screener Class



in Pascagoula, MS.



Northwest Fishery Science Center (NWFSC):



 Three NWFSC staff are in Pascagoula assisting NSIL staff in preparing for analysis fish and



shellfish to be shipped for chemical analyses. 



 NWFSC is continuing chemical analysis of blue crab muscle and hepatopancreas (tomalley).



National Seafood Inspection Laboratory (NSIL)



 Manually generated & QA-ed seafood sample status summary from seafood safety sample



spreadsheets and related documentation.



 Identified seafood processing training facility in Pascagoula (owned by Mississippi State



University) as candidate for use in increasing NSIL's seafood sample capacity. 



 Evaluating data received to date in regards to seafood safety sample receipt, log-in, and



processing; for purpose of determining data base structure and format in order to design an



efficient sample log-in and tracking system.



 Programming database front end for seafood safety sample data management



 Hosting SIP Sensory Analysts and NWFSC staff.



 Hosting SIP Sensory Training Session for group of State personnel.
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NOAA Data and Information Management Activities Report

June 18, 2010



Information as of June 18, 2010



Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


. . 


Regarding Data.gov, the site will be available at



www.data.gov/restorethegulf -- but will not go live until the actual



www.RestoreTheGulf.gov site goes live--live date postponed until Monday



at the earliest.



EPA identified four components they want to have added into



geoplatform.gov.  These files have sampling locations only -- with



hyperlink back to www.epa.gov/bpspill to obtain the sampling data.  EPA



continues work on additional services that will contain the same points



along with data.  Ultimately getting the points and data showing up in



geoplatform.gov.



Current Unified Command site deepwaterhorizonresponse.com site is



migrating to restorethegulf.gov as early as tomorrow June 18, and the



geoplatform.gov/gulfresponse is in a very prominent location on this new



website (snapshot attached).  The restorethegulf.gov site will also have a



prominent link to data.gov.  Additionally, a separate data.gov oil spill site



(maybe www.data.gov/bpoilspill) is in development and may go live



tomorrow as well.



EPA data public release is now tied to the data.gov and restorethegulf.gov



development. Coast Guard is working the migration of BP data to the Coast



Guard environment and then replication to NOAA for ERMA or



geoplatform.gov.  DHS considers this option to be suboptimal, so we are



reviewing options.  NOAA reviewed the current BP data base and many of



the layers are duplicative or already incorporated within ERMA.  



Additionally, most of the BP database lacks attribution, and some BP data



would be restricted access and not for public display due to security



restrictions.



A demo of geoplatform.gov is scheduled for Tracy Waring’s DWH



Integrated Services Team Tuesday June 22 at FEMA HQ.



Effort to consolidate BP and government geo spatial data is underway. 



Coast Guard migrating BP GIS capabilities and data into their



environment to share the data with ERMA government and public



viewers.   Coast Guard  GIS services  not to be used as the COP viewer



in the Unified or Area commands-- ERMA is to serve that role.



Tentative meeting scheduled for Tuesday  June 22 evening  with Federal



Geospatial leads to discuss how take advantage of the energy and



interest and continue to build out the concepts of the Geospatial Platform.



None
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Update through June 17, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 Increase of 8 turtle strandings (1 dead in LA, 3 dead and 3 live in MS, 1 dead oiled in AL



from June 16)



 Increase of 1 in the number of dolphin strandings (1 live sub adult dolphin was trapped



between two oil booms in FL. Responders were able to move outer boom so dolphin



could swim out on its own.  There was no visible oil on the dolphin or in the area where



the dolphin was found, but oil was on the outside of the two booms, therefore the dolphin



was classified as oiled).



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



Sea Turtles



Total Turtle Numbers

469 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 8 from June 16



report)



 397 stranded* (increase of 8 from June 16)



o 360 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 5 from June 16)



o 37 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 3 from June 16)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 16)



 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 16)



 29 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 3 from June 16)



 72 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (no change from June 16)



o 66 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 16)



o 3 turtles collected dead (no change from June 16)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 16)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 360 dead stranded, 3 dead directed capture, and 7 that died

in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 16)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 16)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from June 16)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 16)



 241 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 5 from June



16)
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Update through June 17, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis.  Further results are pending.



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 5 dead stranded sea



turtle and 6 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 69 live sea turtles and



3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1-17 is 142.



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically



stranding in the month of June (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

46 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 1 from June



16).



 43 were dead stranded* dolphins (no change from June 16)



 2 were live stranded dolphins, one of which that died shortly after stranding, one that was



euthanized upon stranding and one that stranded live in boom and was freed immediately



(increase of 1 from June 16)



1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no



change from June 16)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.
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Update through June 17, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 43 dead stranded and 2 live stranded dolphins that died or

were euthanized):



 15 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 16)



 10 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from



June 16)



 7 full necropsies performed (increase of 1 from June 16)



 11 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable



to recover (no change from June 16)



 2 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (decrease of 1 from June



16)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 16)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



16)



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from June 16)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 16)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 16)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Three of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the two dead animals were externally oiled pre- or post-mortem.   All



other necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 17 is 15.



 This is higher than the number of marine mammal strandings that have been documented



in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and



reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter



of 2010.



 The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in the month of



June (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins
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Update through June 17, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 17 is 1.



 There are no records of stranded whales in the Gulf of Mexico for the month of June



(2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 A marine mammal carcass retrieval and disposal plan and a sampling and disposal plan



for dead marine mammals observed by NOAA vessels are being finalized.
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NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



June 21, 2010



** For Internal Use ONLY **
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Topic Areas



• Loop Current Dynamics



• Protected Species Status



•Turtles



•Dolphins



•Whales



• Seafood Safety Sampling



• NOAA Assets



• IOOS gliders



• Planes, Vessels and Charters
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Loop Current Discussion



for June 18, 2010



3



• The large loop eddy (Eddy Franklin)



continues to be mostly isolated from the Loop



Current.



• Inflow from Yucatan continues to mostly



bypass eddy Franklin and flow more directly



into the Florida Straits.



• There is potential for full attachment in the



next few days to weeks.
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4
15 day surface drifter trajectories (starting points indicated by squares) 
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Turtles

Turtle Status



Total Verified Stranded Turtles 469



Total stranded turtles found dead 363



Total live stranded turtles currently in rehabilitation 95



Total live stranded turtles that died in rehabilitation 7



Total live stranded turtles released 4



Turtle Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 7



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



Number of full necropsies performed 59



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of



decomposition or unable to recover 46



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 241



Next flyovers will begin June 28
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Dolphins

Dolphin Status



Total Verified Dolphins 46



Total dead stranded dolphins 43



Total live dolphins currently in rehabilitation 0



Total live dolphins stranded that died in care 2



Total live released dolphins 1



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 15



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 10



Number of full necropsies performed 7



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of 



decomposition or unable to recover



11



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 2 


Next flyovers will begin June 28
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Whales 
Whale Status



Total Verified Whales 1



Total dead stranded whales 1



Total live whales currently in rehabilitation 0



Total live whales stranded that died in care 0



Total live released whales 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 0



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of decomposition or unable to recover 1



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage



warrants 0



• The NOAA Ship Pisces reported a dead 25 ft sperm



whale located 150 miles due south of Pascagoula,



MS on June 15, 2010. 



•
The whale was decomposed and heavily



scavenged by sharks. 



•
There was no oil in the vicinity.



• The whale was photodocumented, sampled



(skin/blubber, external swab), and marked with blue



paint to reduce resighting/resampling.



•
NOAA and the Unified Command Wildlife Branch



have had numerous reports of sperm whales



sighted swimming in the oil, but this is the first



confirmed report of a dead whale since the



Deepwater Horizon oil spill began.



•
Sperm whales are the only endangered resident



cetacean in the upper Gulf of Mexico.  Their prime



habitat and feeding area are in the upper Gulf



offshore area, they feed and live at depth in areas



where undersea and aerial dispersants and oil have



been present for many weeks, and they feed on



deepwater squid which may also be impacted by



the oil and dispersants. 



• The NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter sailed yesterday for



a multi-week cruise to do photo-identification,



assessments, and biopsy of sperm whales, Bryde’s



whales, and other offshore cetaceans as well as to



tag sperm whales and Bryde’s whales and to



conduct prey density studies. 
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• Chemical analyses of 13 shrimp and oysters composites passed QA/QC and were posted on the

NWFSC website--[results summarized on next slide]--concentrations were well below levels of concern



• Another set of fish and shellfish samples (composites) will be analyzed on GC/MS today



• Additional fish and shellfish samples continue to be processed for chemical analysis 
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Concentrations (ng/g, wet weight) of selected polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons measured in edible tissues of shellfish collected in the Gulf of

Mexico region as part of the Deepwater Horizon MC Canyon 252- Seafood Safety Response 2010



NPH = napthalene, FLU = Flourene, ANT/PHN = anthracene/phenanthrene, FLA = fluoranthene, CHR = chrysene, BaP = benzo[a]pyrene,

BAA = benz[a]anthracene, PYR = pyrene



Lower molecular weight AHs (LMWAHs) < 3 benzene rings; Higher molecular weight AHs (HMWAHs) > 3 benzene rings



Species Region



Collection



Date



Closure Area



Status NPH FLU ANT/PHN FLA PYR BAA CHR/Trphn BaP • LMWAHs • HMWAHs



Pink Shrimp



Chandeleur



Sound, MS



Sound - Baseline 1 <0.32 0.54 <0.18 <0.18 <0.27 <0.31 <0.28 3.6 < LOQ



White



Shrimp



Chandeleur



Sound, MS



Sound - Baseline 0.67 <0.25 0.43 <0.15 <0.15 <0.22 <0.25 <0.23 1.9 < LOQ



Pink Shrimp



Chandeleur



Sound, MS



Sound - Baseline 0.72 <0.23 0.43 <0.14 <0.13 <0.20 <0.23 <0.21 2 < LOQ



Pink Shrimp



Northern Gulf



of Mexico - Baseline 0.83 <0.20 0.4 <0.11 <0.11 <0.17 <0.19 <0.17 2.3 < LOQ



Pink Shrimp



Northern Gulf



of Mexico - Baseline 0.75 <0.26 0.38 <0.15 0.3 <0.22 <0.25 <0.23 2 0.68



Pink Shrimp - - Surveillance 0.96 <0.24 0.41 <0.15 <0.15 <0.22 <0.26 <0.23 2.5 < LOQ



Pink Shrimp - - Surveillance 0.78 <0.25 0.35 <0.15 <0.15 <0.23 <0.26 <0.23 2 < LOQ



Pink Shrimp



Northern Gulf



of Mexico - Surveillance 0.79 <0.25 0.37 <0.15 <0.15 <0.23 <0.26 <0.24 2.2 < LOQ



White



Shrimp - - Baseline 0.79 0.39 1.3 <0.13 <0.13 <0.20 <0.23 <0.20 5.2 < LOQ



White



Shrimp - - Baseline 0.76 0.22 0.58 <0.13 <0.13 <0.20 <0.23 <0.20 2.8 0.19



Brown



Shrimp - - Baseline 0.81 <0.22 0.53 <0.13 <0.13 <0.19 <0.22 <0.20 2.5 0.19



White



Shrimp - - Baseline 0.82 0.24 0.85 <0.13 <0.13 <0.19 <0.22 <0.20 3.1 < LOQ



Brown



Shrimp - - Baseline 0.63 <0.26 0.63 <0.17 <0.17 <0.25 <0.28 <0.25 2.1 < LOQ



Oyster - - - 1.2 2.3 7.17 0.75 0.98 0.4 1.9 <0.24 41 5.2
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• Gliders: 8 Deployed by US IOOS Partners



– MACOORA (2-Rutgers “RU21” & “RU23”; 1-Univ. of Delaware “UD134”)



– Mote Marine Lab (1 “Waldo”)



– GCOOS (1-USM/Univ of Washington-Applied Physics Lab; “SG515”)



– SCCOOS (1-Scripps/WHOI; “Spray40”)



– US Navy (“SG135”, “SG137”)



– Glider Note:  USF glider that stopped reporting was damaged by a remora fish.



Recovered 6/14. Redeployment TBD .



• High Frequency Radars (HFRs):  5 operational in the Gulf of Mexico.



– GCOOS (3 –Univ of Southern Mississippi)



– SECOORA (2 –Univ of South Florida). 2 of 3 radars operational. Surface current data



available off SW Florida coast from Venice and Naples, FL HFR sites. Target 6/23 to



restore Reddington ,FL radar.



– HFR Note: 1-hour average current from the two HFR clusters are displayed



• Drifters from Navy and Horizon Marine are displayed



• Glider information and data available at http://rucool.marine.rutgers.edu/deepwater



Summary Info of US IOOS® Assets deployed 18 June 2010

see graphic on next slide
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USM HFR (3)



US IOOS® Assets Deployed 18 June 2010



USM HFRs



USF HFRs
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USM HFR (3)



USM HFRs



USF HFRs



US IOOS® HFR Surface Currents and Spill Trajectory Forecast

Green arrows represent 25-hr average surface currents observed by HFRs
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 18 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 DWH Loop Current, Departed today @ 0900L, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Flying Cloud, MN. GRAV-D installation.



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike No flight, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air DWH coastal photography / mapping, New Orleans, LA



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68 
N46 


N43 


N56



N45



N57



N48



Document ID: 0.7.27.871.7







NOAA Ship Positions



As of 18 JUN 2010



ID Status Today



DE 
Departed Woods Hole, MA 6/18 enroute GOMEX for DWH ops (seafood study).



ETA Key West, FL 6/24 for staging, ETD 6/25.



TJ

Departed 6/15 for continued DWH ops (acoustics and water sampling). ETA Key



West, FL 7/2



HB
Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF

Alongside Charleston, SC. Departure delayed to ~6/25 following repairs.



Expecting tasking for DWH ops.



RB Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU 
Departed 6/15 for DWH marine mammal survey. ETA Mobile, AL 6/21 for repairs



(~ 2 days in drydock) then resume ops. ETA Pascagoula, MS 6/26



PC 
Departed 6/14 for scheduled project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 7/2



R2 
Alongside Pascagoula, MS. ETD ~6/19 for sea trials, ~6/20 for DWH shrimp



trawl/ichthyoplankton survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume scheduled work.



TJ 


DY FA 


HA 


SE 


RA



KA



SH



DJ


MF 


M2 


EX

Indonesia 


ID Status Today



FA
Alongside Port Angeles, WA. Departure 06/21 for scheduled project



SH Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/25 for scheduled project



MF
Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/21 Seattle, WA



DY Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/24 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA
Underway on scheduled project. Arrival  06/26 Pearl Harbor



M2
Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 07/04 San Francisco



SE
Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA
Alongside Cascade, OR for major repair period



DJ
Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 08/02



EX Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/20 Bitung, Indonesia 


= underway



= alongside



GU



HB



RB



NF



PC 


R2



DE
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Chartered Vessels and NOAA Small Boats



As of 18 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM R/V Brooks McCall Deep water sampling 5km N of wellhead and working NE and E at 5km.



BB M/V Bunny Bordelon In Houma, LA



CH R/V Cape Hatteras Deepwater sampling, CTD’s, and surface sampling 5nm N of wellhead.



CA R/V Caretta NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DWH begin 21 June



EN R/V Endeavor In  transit to working grounds, ETA approx 0000, 19 JUN 10.  Deploying four drifters for NMFS.



GY R/V Gandy
 Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



JF R/V Jack Fitz
 Deepwater ROV sampling W of wellhead at 2km ring.



OV R/V Ocean Veritas In Port Fourchon, LA



RB M/V Rachel Bordelon In Houma, LA



RC R/V Ryan Chouest In Theodore, AL, departing in PM.



WS R/V Walton Smith In Miami, FL



BB  CA



RB OV



= underway



= alongside



WS



RC



JF



CH



BM



EN GY 


Document ID: 0.7.27.871.7







https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations



Document ID: 0.7.27.871.7



https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations





https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Assets
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 18 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 DWH Loop Current, Departed today @ 0900L, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Flying Cloud, MN. GRAV-D installation.



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike No flight, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air DWH coastal photography / mapping, New Orleans, LA



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68 
N46 


N43 


N56



N45



N57



N48
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 18 JUN 2010



ID Status Today



DE 
Departed Woods Hole, MA 6/18 enroute GOMEX for DWH ops (seafood study).



ETA Key West, FL 6/24 for staging, ETD 6/25.



TJ

Departed 6/15 for continued DWH ops (acoustics and water sampling). ETA Key



West, FL 7/2



HB
 Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF

Alongside Charleston, SC. Departure delayed to ~6/25 following repairs.



Expecting tasking for DWH ops.



RB Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU 
Departed 6/15 for DWH marine mammal survey. ETA Mobile, AL 6/21 for repairs



(~ 2 days in drydock) then resume ops. ETA Pascagoula, MS 6/26



PC

Departed 6/14 for scheduled project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 7/2



R2 
Alongside Pascagoula, MS. ETD ~6/19 for sea trials, ~6/20 for DWH shrimp



trawl/ichthyoplankton survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume scheduled work.



TJ 


DY FA



HA 


SE 


RA



KA



SH



DJ


MF 


M2 


EX

Indonesia 


ID Status Today



FA
 Alongside Port Angeles, WA. Departure 06/21 for scheduled project



SH Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/25 for scheduled project



MF
 Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/21 Seattle, WA



DY
 Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/24 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA Underway on scheduled project. Arrival  06/26 Pearl Harbor



M2
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 07/04 San Francisco



SE
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA
 Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA Alongside Cascade, OR for major repair period



DJ
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 08/02



EX
 Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/20 Bitung, Indonesia



= underway



= alongside



GU



HB



RB



NF



PC 


R2 


DE
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Chartered Vessels and NOAA Small Boats



As of 18 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM R/V Brooks McCall Deep water sampling 5km N of wellhead and working NE and E at 5km.



BB M/V Bunny Bordelon In Houma, LA



CH R/V Cape Hatteras Deepwater sampling, CTD’s, and surface sampling 5nm N of wellhead.



CA R/V Caretta NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DWH begin 21 June



EN R/V Endeavor In  transit to working grounds, ETA approx 0000, 19 JUN 10.  Deploying four drifters for NMFS.



GY R/V Gandy Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



JF R/V Jack Fitz Deepwater ROV sampling W of wellhead at 2km ring.



OV R/V Ocean Veritas In Port Fourchon, LA



RB M/V Rachel Bordelon In Houma, LA



RC R/V Ryan Chouest In Theodore, AL, departing in PM.



WS R/V Walton Smith In Miami, FL



BB  CA



RB OV



= underway



= alongside



WS



RC



JF



CH



BM



EN GY 
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report - June 18, 2010

(Reporting Activities from June 17, 2010)



B5 - NRDA
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Chemistry:   As of June 17

th 


, approximately 6500 samples have been collected to support NRDA



baseline and pre-assessment data collection.  The total number of samples drastically increased



in the last two days due to Entrix’s field samples being added to the trustee sample tracking



database.  The total number of samples now consists of approximately 61% water samples, 28%



sediment samples, and 5% or less of tissue, oil (tarballs), oil on water product, and dispersant.



Water Column: NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard 6 vessels.



NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard two vessels:



 Brooks McCall: Deep water sampling 5 km N of well head.



 Jack Fitz: At sea on cruise 3. Deepwater ROV sampling NW of wellhead at 2km ring.



They are sampling in the rising plume.



 Ocean Veritas: In Port Fourchon, LA rotating with Brooks McCall for deepwater



sampling.



 Thomas Jefferson: Establishing baseline with CTD casts and coastal sampling.



 Rachel Bordelon: In Houma, getting underway 6/18. Will be supporting the Jack Fitz



with acoustic surveys.



 Endeavor: In transit to deploy drifters and conduct deep water sampling.



Fish: Field team tested active and passive methods for detecting submerged oil in Barataria Bay.



NGO representatives observed field activities (See Media/Outreach Update below).



Human Use: Boat ramp and shore fishing counts in LA, MS, AL and FL.



SAV: Teams sampled in Mobile Bay, AL, St Joseph’s Bay, FL and Chocohatchee Bay, FL



collecting baseline vegetation and sediment samples.  Currently identifying long-term sampling



dates and sites for injury assessment phase.



Marine Mammals:  Marine Mammal survey team aboard Gordon Gunter is underway on a sperm



whale preassessment survey.  Five bottlenose dolphin biopsies were collected in St. Joseph Bay



as part of a Pre-Assessment Plan. Aerial survey conducted to assess marine mammals and sea



turtles in oil and support rescue operations.  One marine mammal was in water with little to no



oil. No turtles were seen.



Media/Outreach Update:



Tom Brosnan hosted representatives from Ocean Conservancy, Oceana, and Gulf Restoration



Network and they accompanied a field team testing methods for detecting submerged oil. A



member of the field team provided a brief explanation of the field activities in the beginning and



answered a few questions on what we saw at the end. The NGO representative gained a new



appreciation for the logistical challenges, the scope of the issues and the good work being done.
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Environmental Response Management Application _Sampling Overview_06-17-2010
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission



Dates



Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N42RF



WP-3D Orion



Hurricane Season 6/6-9/30 N/A N/A N/A OMAO: Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf



Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would



delay Gulf Loop Current flights by several



days



N43RF



WP-3D Orion



CALNEX 4/23-6/30 7-11 June DWH tasking in GOM complete



Phase



Maintenance



7/1-7/31



Hurricane Season 8/1-9/30 N/A N/A N/A



N46RF



Twin Otter



Fuel Tank Install 6/15-6/30



COMIDA 7/1-9/30 Chukchi Sea,



Alaska



No, survey period is



defined by the



timing of the open



water season



No Yes, charter



options will be much



more expensive.



ONLY platform flying aerial surveys



offshore over the Chukchi Sea Planning



Area, and the /ONLY/ data that can be



used to estimate marine mammal



density/abundance and provide baseline



data for NMFS, MMS and other regulatory



agencies.



OMAO: Extending Multi Spectral Oil



Analysis flights beyond June 15 will



impact Alaska Marine Mammal surveys. 



Additionally, engine overhaul date will be



accelerated due to increased utilization



and installation of extended range fuel



tank will be delayed.
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission



Dates



Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N48RF



Twin Otter



CALNEX 5/4-7/20



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/31



Leatherback



Turtles



9/10-10/2



N56RF



Twin Otter



Steller Sea Lion 6/4-7/14 Alaska, SE to



western



Aleutians



No. Biological



constraints require 



7 June-14 July



survey window.



Yes No.  Charter pilots not



available with



specialized experience



required to safely



perform survey in the



western Aleutians.



NMFS currently consulting on the effects



of the $2 billion Alaskan groundfish



fisheries on the recovery of the western



SSL stock.  Lack of stock assessment data



could result in fishery restrictions which



would be at least controversial, and at



worst, the subject of litigation.



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/25



BWASP 9/1-9/30 Alaska,



Beaufort Sea



No Yes, another Twin Otter



charter company exists



in Alaska that has



conducted marine



mammal aerial surveys,



but there is no contract



vehicle



in place and they will be



considerably more



expensive.



Losing one year of data in this continuum



would interrupt collection of data that has



been used to investigate spatiotemporal



changes in the bowhead whale migration



over three decades.  This is a particularly



critical period in the Alaskan Arctic marine



ecosystem due to unknown but probable



impacts related to climate change.



N57RF



Twin Otter



NERW 10/1-6/30 OMAO:  DWH Marine Mammal flights



tasking resumed June 7.  Anticipated
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission



Dates



Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



schedule is approximately 5 flights every



14 days. 



Cetacean



Abundance



7/1-8/31 GA/SC border



to eastern Nova



Scotia including



Georges Bank



and the Gulf of



Maine (33
o

N –



45
o 


N Lat;



081
o
W – 058


o
W



Long)



No delay option



acceptable– the



survey is temporally



sensitive



Yes
 Yes. However



procurement limitations



prevent us from



chartering a twin otter



aircraft in time for the



survey.



This is the busy season for right whales--


every survey we do up here reduces the



risk of right whale ship strike. We have



committed to MMS that we were going to



do this survey this summer, and without



the twin otter aerial component, there is



no utility in conducting a small scale ship



based survey. We have committed to



providing a coastwide turtle survey this



summer (Congress and the fishing industry



will be highly critical of NMFS if we don't



do the survey).  Without this survey, the



last survey will be so old that we won't be



able to set a potential biological removal



(PBR) for most Atlantic marine mammal



species. If the Loop Current brings the oil



up the East Coast, it will be critical to have



conducted this survey in advance of the



oil.



BOWFEST 9/1-10/20 Barrow, Alaska No, No No alternate aircraft are



known that can



incorporate the



large triple-camera



mount system.



If no aerial surveys can be conducted in



2010, a



critical piece of a complex study program



will be lost.



N68RF



King Air



Coastal Mapping 10/1-9/30 Y Y



Would require



additional funding which



would vary depending



on the number of



storms. For 50 hours or



No pre or post storm damage assessment



imagery collected by NOAA.



Lidar acceptance testing: Impact - Cancel



acquisition of system or accepts system  as



is. Estimated cost of procurement is



Currently Deployed to Support DWH



collecting imagery being processed by



RSD personnel.



Impact - Imagery that has been



previously collected is being provided to
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission



Dates



Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



imagery estimated costs



are ~ $180K



$1.7M. If contract were canceled NOAA



would likely lose the funding for this



valuable new tool for IOCM projects. If



systems were accepted as is and there



were problems with the system, NOAA



would have to fund resolving the issues



with the system.



contractors for processing. In addition,



contractors have ARRA funded projects



that are being reviewed by RSD. Should



be able to sustain through the end of the



fiscal year.



OMAO: Risk of not meeting GPRA goals



for shoreline mapping.



N45RF



Jet Prop



GRAV-D 5/31-8/31
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Updated on 14 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Gordon Gunter GU-10-03, 


Leg I-III



Marine Mammals 


6/15-8/5 GOM NO YES NO Unable to provide marine mammal



abundance & distribution information to



meet MMPA mandated mammal stock



assessment requirements.  Unable to



provide data & document long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM marine



mammal populations.



None
 Presently alongside  Pascagoula June 5-


14 conducting repairs and ABS



inspection. 



8/5-9 Fleet Inspection



GU-10-04 


Leg I and II



Fall



Ichthyoplankton



8/24-9/30 GOM NO YES NO Unable to support current stock



assessments for red snapper, king



mackerel, and vermillion snapper; and



future stock assessments for Spanish



mackerel, gray triggerfish, and red drum. 



Would be unable to assess long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM



ichthyoplankton.



None



Pisces PC-10-03 Leg 1, 2,



3  SEAMAP Reef



Fish



6/14 – 7/25 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



PC-10-05 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4,  S Atlantic



Reef Fish



8/3 – 9/25 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None
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Updated on 14 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Oregon II R2-10-01 Leg 1, 2,



3  SEAMAP



Summer



Groundfish



6/15 – 7/17 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



red snapper, king mackerel, yellowedge



grouper, and small coastal sharks.  Unable



to assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



GOM groundfish species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



7/24-8/5 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish. Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



8/7 – 9/29 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish.  Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



Delaware II DE-10-05 Benthic



Habitat



6/14 – 6/25 NE Atlantic



(Georges



Bank)



Yes, this is ongoing



research that will



continue into the



future



No Yes, require 6 berths,



crane, A-frame, CTD



operations, 220 v AC



power, and depth



sounder



Research aimed at understanding



relationship among juvenile Atlantic



cod/sea scallops/haddock and their



habitat, including invasive tunicate



Didemnum, with specific reference to



juvenile mortality



Delaying this cruise a year will prevent



the annual measurement of the



encroachment of the invasive species on



Georges Bank.



DE-10-07 



ECOMON



8/16 – 9/1 NE Atlantic



(Cape Hatteras



No, this cruise is part



of both bi-monthly



and annual



Yes Yes. Hugh R. Sharp or



another research vessel



Interrupt a 40 year oceanographic and



plankton time series. Nulify attempts to



document hydrocarbon transport to the



None It should be recognized that this cruise



complements oil spill research that is
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Updated on 14 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



– Nova Scotia) environmental 


monitoring time



series and provides



ground truth for



SeaWiFS.



Hydrocarbon



sampling is planned



off of the east coast.



NE U.S. Shelf; compromise SeaWiFS



ground truth, sea bird monitoring, efforts



to improve the assessments of yellowtail



flounder through oceanographic



monitoring; postpone efforts to begin



ocean acidification of the NE U.S. shelf.



being conducted in the Gulf of Mexico



DE-10-06  Herring



Hydroacoustic



Survey, Leg 1, 2



9/8 – 9/30 NE Atlantic



(Georges



Bank)



No, temporally



sensitive in terms of



both an annual



survey and a multi-


year time series.



Yes No. Vessel capabilities



and acoustic signature



critically important



The Atlantic herring resource is valuable



as an economic resource and is highly



controversial due to its importance in the



ecosystem. Accurate estimates of the



stock is critical. Historically acoustic



surveys have been critical to the



assessment of those stocks. The impact of



the loss of this cruise will limit our ability



to determine the utility of this survey and



assessment of Atlantic herring.



None



Thomas



Jefferson



TJ-10-03 


DWH Tasking



5/17 -5/28 


5/23-5/28



GOM - FGNMS No  - Impact on 


successive projects



does not allow for



delay without impact



to those projects.



No
 FGNMS, though OCS,



could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the snm of



production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi. 



The DWH tasking for the remainder of this



leg will result in 75 square nmi, of a



planned 150 square nmi, not being



surveyed,



The collection of a combination of



multibeam and backscatter survey data



was scheduled to take place on board the



TJ, to map several reefs and banks in the



NW Gulf of Mexico, all of which will be



DWH tasking occurred



from  5/23 to 5/28 to



deploy navy gliders,



current drifters and



profiling floats.



The FGNMS project DAS have already



been lost due to a week of downtime



caused by generator problems, then the



initial 6 DAS the TJ diverted to deploy



Navy gliders and drifters.  Plans  are in



plance to make up 6 days lost prior to



DWH tasking during TJ-10-02 leg 5, 6/14-


7/02
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Updated on 14 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Estimated cost $1.5M targeted for habitat characterization and



ground truthing operations in the future. 



These operations will not be undertaken



until the surveys have been completed.



TJ-10-02 6/01-6/11,



leg 4



GOM No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 75 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed.



DWH Tasking



Occurred 6/1-6/11 to



conduct Western



Sentry project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Imperative that



the ship be given at time to  “square off”



the existing hydrographic project. TJ is



the only vessel that can complete the



work.



TJ-10-02 6/14-7/02,



leg 5



GOM No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $0.5M



Estimated cost for



FGNMS survey is $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 25 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed,



Cancelling project leg will also result in a



loss of 6 DAS planned to support FGNMS



project to make up for the time lost to



mechanical repairs resuliting in 75 square



nmi,of the planned 150 square nmi, from



being completed.



DWH Tasking



scheduled for 6/14-


7/02 to conduct



additional work on the



Western Sentry



project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Two days will be



allocated for the ship to “square off” the



existing hydrographic project before



resuming the DWH Western Sentry



project.  Total DWH tasking has resulted



in a production loss of 100 square nmi. 



The production loss can be replaced



through contracting at a total cost of



$2.0M (100 square nmi).



Total cost to contract FGNMS project is
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Updated on 14 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



$3.0M (150 square nmi).



TJ-10-04 Leg I-IV 7/7-8/31 Key West Area Yes – The project 


could be delayed but



the delay would be at



the expense of the



successive project or



a reduction of the



project as planned.



No
 No – Vessel capability



and planned equimpent



test and evaluation not



possible though contract



for this project,



The Key West project is an IOCM project



with several partners, including the



planned testing of new technologies. 



Although the project could be delayed,



OCS believes it is important to complete



the project this year using the equipment



and personnel currently on the TJ



Canceling the project will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 220 square nmi



not being completed.  This loss of



productiion could be contracted at a cost



of $4.4 M



OCS could



accommodate 2 more



legs of DWH response



with minimal impact. 



Delay the start of the



Key West Project by a



leg and delay the



return to Norfolk by a



leg. 



Approaches to Key West. Arrive  Norfolk



8/31



Estimated average loss of production per



leg tasked is between 30 to 60 square



nmi.



TJ-10-05 


Leg I



9/9-17 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake



Bay project is a multi-


year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No
 OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 20 square nmi



not being completed.



TJ is scheduled to transit from Key west



to  Norfolk VA on or about 8/26



TJ-10-05 9/20-30 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake



Bay project is a multi-


No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



Estimated cost to contract lost



production if tasked for both legs is
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Leg 2 year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



measures and will result 30 square nmi



not being completed.



$0.9M (50 square nmi)



Nancy Foster NF-10-06-PR 


Leg 1 & Leg II



6/21-7/2 GoM Delay could result in



the program loosing



allocated funds on



various contracts



used to support this



project.



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. Program



would try to accomplish



all activities from small



boats or lease a local



UNOLS vessel for 10k



per day for which we



(NOS) don’t have the



appropriate budget nor



is there adequate time



on the schedule



This is a requirement of the Sanctuary



Advisory Council in order to obtain their



endorsement of a proposed experimental



closure of one of the banks.   Failure to



not complete this requirement would



result in no endorsement by the Sanctuary



Advisory Council.



None Baseline Assessment of Fish and Benthic



Communities of FGBNMS.



NF-10-07-TER 7/6-20 Tortugas/GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



contracts involving



ROV rental, travel



arrangements,



supplies and etc.



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. This could be



reworked to use the



State of Florida vessel



R/V Weatherbird under



our existing IDIQ



contract.  To get the



same amount of



mapping done we would



get on the Foster would



require an additional



The impact of not doing the work will



mean a loss of knowledge of any deep



coral or sponge habitat in the target area



(between Steamboat Lumps MPA in the



north to existing Pulley Ridge HAPC map



coverage in the south).  A total of $30,000



in Coral Reef Conservation Program



funding was obtained for the project, and



$25.5k has already been obligated for data



collection and processing. 



None
 Biogeography Analysis of Tortugas



Ecological Reserve
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



$62K.  This estimate is



based on our contract



day rate of $12.5K for



seven days at sea and



subtracting the existing



$25.5K obligated to USF. 



Timing is not a great



concern; we can do it



whenever the ship is



available in St.



Petersburg, FL.



NF-10-08-


FGBNMS



7/22-29 GoM Delaying Flower



Gardens would result



in a loss of $200k of



Coral Program



allocated funds. The



shallow-water diving



leg (late July) could



potentially be



accomplished later



this FY.
The tech



diving leg (mid July)



would be very



difficult to delay in



that it relies on an



external partner that



provided matching



for the project. The



Y
 Would require charter  if



NF tasked. The project



could be completed by



the FGBNMS vessel



R/VManta. There are no



other appropriate



vessels that are available



for charter at this late



date. However, there is



no funding to support



the operation of the



MANTA for this



purpose. Program



allocation of funds is not



adequate to operate the



vessel beyond already



allocated commitments



This project is absolutely dependent upon



the FOSTER ship time in FY2010. The



availability of ship time was a key factor in



this project being funded by CRCP. If this



project is not implemented in 2010, we



stand to lose future funding by CRCP. It



will also delay the potential



implementation of an important



management action for the protection of



coral reefs in US waters.



None Flower Garden Banks NMS Coral Disease



and Bleaching Monitoring
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



partner has already



committed to the



scheduled dates and



they are unlikely to



be available later this



FY.



without dedicated



funding from an outside



(i.e. grant, partner, etc.)



source.



NF-10-09-RACOW 8/2-12 GoM (Vicinity



of DWH Oil



Spill)



No.  Both the



scientific scope and



general location of



this project are



relevant to



addressing potential



ecological impacts of



the Deepwater



Horizon oil spill.  Due



to the spill and



related response



needs, we will be



remaining flexible to



conduct the survey



either in the western



Gulf of Mexico as



originally planned or



to shift the location



to the eastern



portion of the Gulf



(shelf waters from



Mississippi delta to



Y Yes if another NOAA



vessel or NANCY FOSTER



equivalent platform was



made available.



If this mission is not completed, we will be



unable to effectively address important



goals under NOAA's legal mandates (e.g.,



Clean Water Act, National Coastal



Monitoring Act, National Marine



Sanctuaries Act) to provide adequate



ecological characterizations of aquatic



living marine resources and ecosystem



stressors in the nation’s coastal ocean



waters.  Moreover, given the project’s



relevancy to the current Gulf of Mexico



oil-spill event, not conducting the project



would miss a tremendous opportunity to



apply NOAA’s existing assets to assisting



with oil-spill response and assessment



needs.



Highly recommend



this project remain as



scheduled due to its



congruent alignment



with the ecological



recovery efforts of the



DWH oil spill.



Regional Assessment of Coastal Ocean



Waters - GRNMS



This project is part of a series of



nationwide surveys aimed at assessing



the status of ecosystem conditions and



stressor impacts in coastal-ocean (shelf)



waters around the U.S.
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Tampa) depending



on where the



majority of oil ends



up. By doing so, in



addition to



addressing our



original project goals,



we will be providing



a basis for assessing



oil-spill impacts



throughout these



offshore waters and



thus assisting in



NOAA’s response



efforts.  At present,



our plan is to



incorporate a



probabilistic



sampling design



(consistent with



other components of



this ongoing offshore



ecological



assessment series) in



order to provide a



basis for making



unbiased statistical



estimates of the



spatial extent and
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



magnitude of



condition relative to



the various



synoptically



measured variables



and corresponding



management



thresholds.



NF-10-10-CHS 


Leg I  & II



8/15-28 Florida Keys 


GoM



No. Deep Coral



Mapping of the



South Atlantic Bight



cannot be delayed as



funds cannot be



carried over. This is



the last cruise of the



fiscal year for the



program.



Y Yes possibly.  NF is one



of the few vessel



capable of mapping and



characterizing deep



coral ecosystems. This



includes the deep water



multibeam system and



fish acoustics systems.



No other NOAA ship



presently has this dual



capability. While it is



conceivably possible to



temporarily install these



systems on vessels of



opportunity, it would be



at considerable expense.



This information is critical and time



sensitive.  Failure to conduct this research



would impact the data that is used to



support and update the Fishery



Management Plan and designation of



Habitat Areas of Critical Concern by the



South Atlantic Fishery Management



Council. Also, data supporting  



subsequent biological monitoring and



coral sampling with the JASON ROV



onboard the NOAA Ship RON BROWN in



November 2010 will be lost as well as



severely impacting short-term



management measures and the



protection of mandated resources.



None
 Characterization of Shallow to Mid-Water



Seafloor Habitats of South Florida



NF-10-11-LF 8/31-9/11 SE Atlantic Yes.  The invasive



lionfish research



Y This project can NOT be



chartered due to the



Currently, there are no annual monitoring



programs focused on collecting baseline



Invasive Lionfish Population  Monitoring
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Leg I & II could potentially be



delayed up to a



month with



acceptable impact to



the science, since



late



September/October



are very similar



seasons. Personnel



impact may be much



more detrimental as



we have transferred



money for NURC



support of our dive



operations and need



their participation to



complete the cruise.



So timing of all the



personnel would



need to be shifted



and may not be



possible.



type of operation



(personnel, equipment,



safety needs) and the



extent of the research



area that is examined



(Onslow Bay NC from 75



to 200 fsw). 



information on the hard bottom reef



communities.  Data collected will



definitely enhance the development and



continuation of such monitoring system



which is critical in detecting responses by



reef communities to climate change



of Mid-Atlantic Project



NF-10-12-NC 9/14-27 Project was canceled May 21 at request of



OAR/OER.



Norfolk Canyon



Ronald H. Brown RB-10-02



Tsunami Mapping



9/6-9/11;



with 4-day



extension,



dates would



Caribbean Yes; however, post-


earthquake data is



“very perishable”



No Yes, but impractical due



to expense. Original



scheduling of RB took



advantage of nearby



Reduces or eliminates opportunity for



NOAA to actively support risk analysis



around Port-au-Prince.



Ship could possibly be



retasked from post-


Fleet Inspection to



start of NTAS/MOVE
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



be 9/5-9/14 according to USGS PI. NTAS transit. cruise (San Juan, PR),



roughly 8/27-9/12.



RB-10-03



NTAS/MOVE



mooring



turnaround



9/12-9/26;



with 4-day



TSUCAR



extension,



dates would



be 9/15-9/29



Northwest



Tropical



Atlantic



No.  NTAS/MOVE



turnaround cruise



has already been



delayed 2X.  Relative



to the last



deployment on 29



June 2009, the



planned turnaround



cruise (15-29 Sep) is



beyond the 14 month



maximum interval,



and we already



expect some



unrecoverable data



loss.



Yes In principle, if charter



cruise were 9/15/2010



or sooner.   Approx cost



= $21K/day X 22 days =



$462K.



Irreplaceable loss of surface flux data from



10 year record, compromise in accuracy of



subsurface transport record, inability to



meet NOAA mission goals for Climate, and



Weather/Water for which the projects



were established.



Henry B. Bigelow HB-10-03 


Leg 1, 2, 3



Cetacean



Abundance



6/7-8/11 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-04 Habitat



Mapping



8/18-8/27 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-05 9/7-9/30 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Leg 1,2



Autumn Bottom



Trawl & Acoustics



Survey
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N42 WP-3D 


DWH Loop Current, Departed 6/18, 0900L, MacDill AFB



N43 WP-3D CALNEX Hurricane Season



N43 - Arrived MacDill AFB 6/7.  Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.  Return to CALNEX on 6/11



N46 Twin Otter 


N48 Twin Otter 


N56 Twin Otter 


N57 Twin Otter 


N68 King Air 


Bigelow 


Delaware II 


Departed Woods Hole, MA 6/18 enroute GOMEX for DWH ops (seafood study). ETA Key West, FL 6/24 for staging, ETD 6/25.



Brown 


Foster 
Foster - potential re-task for DWH response.  ETD from Charleston delayed to due to contining maintenance 6/25.



Gunter 
Gunter  - scheduled marine mammal cruise shifted to GOM



Jefferson 
Jefferson  - DWH Western Sentry II



Oregon II 


Alongside Pascagoula, MS. ETD ~6/19 for sea trials, ~6/20 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyoplankton survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume scheduled work.



Pisces 


Departed 6/14 for scheduled project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA Pascagoula, MS 7/2



NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



Marine Mammal Surveys



Jul Aug Sep 


Steller Sea Lions 


DWH Gulf Loop 


DWH Multi Spectral 


OMAO Assets (as of 6/18/10)



Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



Nov



Continuation of DWH Multi Spectral Oil, Mobile, AL



Harbor Seals



Harbor Seals BWASP



CALNEX 


Oct Jun 


Hurricane Season



Tsunami/Trop. Atl



BOWFEST



Benthic ECOMON 


DWH 


NOAA Line Office Assets

Jun Nov
Aug 


NERW



in Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



MX Cetacean Abundance 


F.I. 


Chesapeake Bay



South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



Sep Oct 


R/V HST 


SEAMAP Reef Fish 


Jul 


MRP/Trials Groundfish 


Warranty 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities



ECOMON 


Fall Plankton



Pully Ridge/Tortugas/FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



Repairs 


Repairs 


Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection 


DWH Marine Mammals 


GRNMS 


Longline Shark / Red Snapper



FGBNMS Key West 


7/25/2012
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NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, F L.



NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 6/21.



Scheduled to conduct trap/video surveys out of Panama City the reamainder of the month.



R/V Gandy 


R/V Caretta 


R/V Harold B 


7/25/2012
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25' Parker NOS small boat w/ twin outboards in Charleston, SC, available for deployment and trailerable



In Panama City gearing up bottom long line operations



Deep water sampling 5km N of wellhead and working NE and E at 5km.



In Houma, LA



Deepwater sampling, CTD’s, and surface sampling 5nm N of wellhead.



In  transit to working grounds, ETA approx 0000, 19 JUN 10.  Deploying four drifters for NMFS.



Deepwater ROV sampling W of wellhead at 2km ring.



In Port Fourchon, LA



LOOP current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



In Houma, LA



In Theodore, AL, departing in PM



In Miami, FL 



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.  *No end date specified for gliders.



Monitoring and sampling oceanographic conditions



Ocean Veritas 


Pelican 


DWH*



NAVO Gliders 


Brooks McCall 


Ryan Chouest 


Bunny Bordelon 


Capt Hatteras 


Rachel Bordelon 


Endeavor 


Beau Rivage 


Jun 


Jack Fitz 


IOOS Gliders 


Walton Smith 


Other Assets

Nov
Oct Jul Aug Sep 


7/25/2012
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7/25/2012
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Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Gunter June 5 June 26 Repairs/ABS inspection scheduled for



6/5-6/14



GU-10-02 Leg 1 - Marine Mammals



06/15 – 06/26



Departed 6/15 for DWH marine mammal



survey. ETA Mobile, AL 6/21 for repairs (~ 2



days in drydock) then resume ops. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 6/26



Foster June 5 June 19 None:  NF-10-05, Grays Reef



Comparison Cancelled.



a/s Charleston, SC for z-drive repairs.



Cancelled leg 2 of GRNMS project in order to



complete repairs and allow time to transit to



GOM in support of DWH efforts.  Departure



delayed to June 25, GOM arrival ~ June 30th. 



Awaiting final DWH project instructions and



tasking.



Thomas

Jefferson



June 15 tbd TJ-10-03 FGBNMS Departed Galveston, TX 6/15 for continued



DWH ops (acoustics and water sampling).



Arrival Key West, FL 7/2



Oregon II June 21 July 5 Rd-10-01 Summer groundfish Leg 2



loses 9 DAS (much of the area



typically surveyed during this project



is likely going to be off limits due to



the oil.)



Alongside Pascagoula, MS. ETD ~6/19 for sea



trials, ~6/20 for DWH shrimp



trawl/ichthyoplankton survey (approx 4-5



days), then resume scheduled work. 



Delaware

II



tbd tbd DE-10-05 Benthic Habitat Departed Woods Hole, MA 6/18 enroute



GOMEX for DWH ops (seafood study). ETA



Key West, FL 6/24 for staging, ETD 6/25.



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period
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remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water



Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3. 



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning



Document ID: 0.7.27.871.13







Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



June 15 Hurricane Season Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf Loop Current



flights could be rescheduled around any



tasking for Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings



would delay Gulf Loop Current flights by



several days.  DWH Loop Current flight,



departed 6/18, 0900L, MacDill AFB



N43RF



WP-3D



TBD TBD CALNEX (OAR California air quality



study)- Potential loss of 1 to 3 days



Reassignment to DWH for air quality study



per OAR request.  Arrived MacDill 6/7. 



Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.



Returned to CALNEX 6/11.



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April September



30



Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September



30



Northeast Right Whale / BOWFEST DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



resumed June 7. Anticipated schedule is



approximately 5 flights every 14 days. 



Tasking could be flown on Twin Otter N46RF



but belly port will be unavailable for use. 



Additional crew would be required for N46F



due to crew duty day limitations.



N68RF



King Air



April September



30



National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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NOAA Response Operations Activities Report

18 June



NOAA Response Operations Activities Report

18 June



Today’s Activities Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


(eg. visual – map , table)



. .



• Off-shore oil forecast on hold – coordinated with



NMFS



•Items in review:



oLetter from 22 Senators – under review at DOC



oLong-term oil trajectory – pending OMB comments



oAerial observer training – this weekend, Mobile AL,



13 trainees



oLoop Current product – under review at DOC



• Robert now NOLA CP:



1250 Poydras St, New Orleans, LA 70113



•
 Florida Peninsula Command Post stood up in Miami



• ERMA demo with ADM Allen



•
 Working on materials to communicate nature of risk



to South Florida



• NRT meeting held



• Reviewed Incident Specific Addendum to NCP 


•
 Long-term oil movement release



• Communicating risk to South Florida



•
 FDA Food desk activated to address seafood



contamination issues and liaise with National



Center for Health Services



USCG C-130 Overflight out of Clearwater, FL



M/V Becker Florida Peninsula Sentry ship



Both looking for oil north of Florida Keys



0 50 100



Backup Relief Well



1st Relief Well 
Done



Drilled
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All,



Below are the daily updates for June 6, 2010 and supporting materials are attached.



John



Issue Teams:



Response Operations



From BP’s website on source operations-


·  10,500 barrels of oil collected and 22 million standard cubic feet of natural gas flared



yesterday.



· Efforts to improve portion of oil collected ongoing for the next 24-72 hours.



· Oil visibly bypassing Top Hat #4 on video feeds.



NRT



 



· NRT call canceled today; will resume Monday.



 



NIC A ctivities



 



· NIC IASG lead, Juliette Kayyem, requests agencies be mindful of the burdens VIP visits



place on command posts;  she suggests VIPs work through their own agency reps in the



field to support visits, and not rely on UAC and ICPs.  There is a draft set of protocols that



is being reviewed by the White House today. 



· Dispersant composition - EPA senior management is asking for all Departments and



Agencies who have an interest to please inform NIC EPA Rep of status of obtaining the



necessary product information either from EPA or the manufacturer of the dispersants for



this spill. Suspense - 1200 EDT Monday.



· NOAA NIC representative is consolidating information on the 4 Alternate Technology



Programs currently being field tested and on the Federal Register notification of IATAP.



Science
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P-3 update



· Operational discussions with EPA are on-going.  Had a coordination call today with EPA,



followed by an operational call between EPA/ASPECT and NOAA/ESRL/CSD and AOC



to work through logistics.



· ASPECT is is currently conducting flights at 2800', sampling for 24 compounds in real-


time, with an additional ~500 post-flight. 



· As part of this effort, NOAA and EPA will be conducting calibration flights to ensure



comparability of the data.  The NOAA/EPA team will also be discussing data



storage/archive.



· The P-3 mission will complement the current EPA missions by conducting surveys in the



marine boundary layer at 200', 500', and 1000' using a proton transfer reaction mass



spectrometer, providing real-time/near-real-time data on a suite of compounds including C8-


C11 aromatics, formaldehyde, methanol, acetonitrile, acetone, acetic acid, isoprene,



benzene, toluence, methylethylketone, and naphthalene. A "whole air canister" will be used



to collect samples on 72 compounds for post-mission analysis (analysis within 24 hours).



· The P-3 is being moved from California and will be ready to fly in the Gulf on likely early-


to-mid-week. Exact dates are being worked out.



Walton Smith



· Four scientists from AOML/CIMAS are departing at 6PM today for a transit cruise



(Gulfport to Miami) on the R/V Walton Smith.



· CRUISE TRACK- Using information from satellite altimetry and other support, proceed



toward front of the Gulf Stream Loop Current at bearing of approximately 135 . Once LC



Front identified, proceed along front except as a deviation is desired to sample the Tiger



Tail or to cross the front and define properties. 



· Conducting chemical, physical, and biological sampling, as well as make observations on



the conditions of pelagic birds and mammals (to be performed by Dr. David Lee who has



done sensitive observations of this sort for MMS, the USN, NOAA and others is on board



as a volunteer to do this work). Sampling highlights include:



○  Collecting samples with a Neuston net at locations in the “Tiger Tail”, other sites



where observers think there may be oil or tar balls at the surface, and in the region of



the Dry Tortugas. 



○  Collecting samples for petroleum products and tar balls as feasible using OR&R



approved procedures, especially when such material is clearly present.



Living Marine Resources:



Fisheries Closures



· There was no change to the closed area in federal waters for June 06, 2010.  The map with



the area currently closed is attached.



· Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) announced the following

action in a portion of the Barataria Basin south of Empire, LA in Plaquemines
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Parish effective at sunset, June 6, due to confirmed reports of oil in the area.

○  The portion of state inside waters north of the inside/outside shrimp line and



south of the Mississippi River from the southern shoreline of Red Pass at 89

degrees 28 minutes 13.4 seconds north latitude westward to the western

shoreline of the Empire Canal, closes to recreational and commercial fishing. 



Seafood Inspection



· Work continued on various seafood documents.



Marine Mammal and Turtle Health and Stranding Report



· Increase of 7 turtle strandings (1 live, heavily oiled in AL, 1 dead in AL, 3 dead in MS, 2



dead in LA)



○  Two of the Kemp’s ridleys recovered June 1 from the offshore search/rescue



operation died today at Audubon Aquarium 



○  289 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 7



from June 4)



▪  264 stranded* (increase of 7 from June 4)



▪  242 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 6 from June 4)



▪  22 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 1 from June 4)



▪  25 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (no change from June



4)



▪  22 live turtles in rehabilitation (decrease of 2 from June 4)



▪  1 turtle collected dead (no change from June 4)



▪  2 turtles died in rehabilitation (increase of 2 from June 4)



○  128 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 8 from



June 4)



· Increase of 2 dolphin strandings (1 live in FL that was euthanized, 1 dead in LA)



○  The live stranded dolphin in Florida was an offshore Stenella longirostris, the same



species that stranded earlier in the week.



○  33 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 2



from June 4).



○  31 were dead stranded* dolphins (increase of 1 from June 4)



○  2 were live stranded dolphins, one of which that died shortly after stranding, one that



was euthanized upon stranding (increase of 1 from June 4)



○  7 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover (increase of 1 from June 4)



○  2 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 1 from June



4)



· Discussions are underway to relocate the turtles currently in rehabilitation at Audubon and



IMMS to secondary facilities for longer-term rehab to ensure open space and sufficient staff



at the primary de-oiling facilities to handle expected additional turtles in the coming week.



· The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana
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border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



· The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map, and dolphin stranding map



are attached.



NRDA



· No significant updates



Assets and Platforms



· No significant updates



Functional Teams:



No significant updates
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 06 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No Flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 CALNEX, Ontario CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Maintenance, Indianapolis, IN



N46 Twin Otter DWH Multi-Spectral scanning / oil density and thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV No flight, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In Disposal Process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Equipment Installation, Seattle, WA



N57 Twin Otter Transit to Mobile, AL, Newport News, VA



N68 King Air DWH Coastal photography / mapping, New Orleans, LA



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N42



N68 
N46



N57

N43



N48



N56



N45
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Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Jefferson June 2 June 11 TJ-10-02 Leg 5 – Hydrographic



Surveys, Texas Fairways



FY10 GPRA goal for reducing hydrographic



survey backlog may not be reached.



Vessel can be available for additional DWH



missions – Contact NOAA Office of Coast



Survey



Gunter June 5 June 26 Repairs/ABS inspection scheduled for



6/5-6/14



GU-10-02 Leg 1 - Marine Mammals



06/15 – 06/26



GU will require min 7 days in port to address



several repair items ASAP.  GU must have



annual ABS inspection prior to June 11. No



additional DWH tasking planned until after



June 12, per RDML Kenul.



Foster June 5 June 19 None:  NF-10-05, Grays Reef



Comparison Cancelled.



Inport Charleston, SC for z-drive repairs and



potential DWH response.  ETD 6/18.



Oregon II June 21 July 5 Rd-10-01 Summer groundfish Leg 2



loses 9 DAS (much of the area



typically surveyed during this project



is likely going to be off limits due to



the oil.)



Could shift to start one day earlier to



maintain continuity of DWH mission support



by ending Leg 1 of groundfish a day or two



early.  Ship would have to resupply with



water once.



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water



Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3. 



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning
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Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil



Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



June 15 Hurricane Season Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf Loop Current



flights could be rescheduled around any



tasking for Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings



would delay Gulf Loop Current flights by



several days



N43RF



WP-3D



TBD TBD CALNEX (OAR California air quality



study)- Potential loss of 1 to 3 days



Potential reassignment to DWH for air



quality study per OAR request



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April September



30



Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September



30



Northeast Right Whale / BOWFEST DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



currently expected to resume June 7. 



Anticipated schedule is approximately 5



flights every 14 days.  Tasking could be flown



on Twin Otter N46RF but belly port will be



unavailable for use.  Additional crew would



be required for N46F due to crew duty day



limitations.



N68RF



King Air



April September



30



National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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Update through June 5 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period:



 Increase of 7 turtle strandings (1 live, heavily oiled in AL, 1 dead in AL, 3 dead in MS, 2



dead in LA)



 Two of the Kemp’s ridleys recovered June 1 from the offshore search/rescue operation



died today at Audubon Aquarium



 Increase of 2 dolphin strandings (1 live in FL that was euthanized, 1 dead in LA)



 The live stranded dolphin in Florida was an offshore Stenella longirostris, the same



species that stranded earlier in the week.



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



Sea Turtles: 

289 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 7 from June 4)



 264 stranded* (increase of 7 from June 4)



o 242 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 6 from June 4)



o 22 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 1 from June 4)



 3 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 4)



 3 turtle released alive (no change from June 4)



 16 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 1 from June 4)



 25 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (no change from June 4)



o 22 live turtles in rehabilitation (decrease of 2 from June 4)



o 1 turtle collected dead (no change from June 4)



o 2 turtles died in rehabilitation (increase of 2 from June 4)



* For this event, a true stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or debilitated or is



found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys. Turtles observed



and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 242 dead stranded, 1 dead directed capture, and 5 that died



in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 4)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 4)



 50 full necropsies performed (no change from June 4)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 4)



 128 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 8 from June



4)



 Of the 67 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for the



cause of these strandings are forced submergence or acute toxicosis. 
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Update through June 5 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 1 dead stranded sea



turtle and 4 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 24 live sea turtles and



one dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from April 30 through June 5 is



264. 



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama during this approximate time frame



(combined range of 4-30 for LA, MS, and AL)



o Overall Northern Gulf range for recent years has been 18-46.



o From 2005 – 2009 the number of turtle strandings for the month of May has



ranged from 1 to 15 in Louisiana



o From 2005 – 2009 0 to 13 in Mississippi



o From 2005 – 2009 1 to 15 in Alabama.



o In the Florida panhandle, from 2003 – 2007, the number of strandings in May has



ranged from 13 to 37



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals:



 33 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 2



from June 4).



o 31 were dead stranded* dolphins (increase of 1 from June 4)



o 2 were live stranded dolphins, one of which that died shortly after stranding, one



that was euthanized upon stranding (increase of 1 from June 4)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 31 dead stranded and 2 live stranded that died or were



euthanized):



 12 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 4)
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Update through June 5 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 7 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



4)



 5 full necropsies performed (no change from June 4)



 7 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or unable



to recover (increase of 1 from June 4)



 2 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 1 from June 4)



Information on Signs of Dolphin Oiling:



 One of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on its tongue and body and



therefore is classified as oiled.  Since the carcass was first reported in the water/oil line



on the oiled beach, we are unable at this time to determine whether the animal was



externally covered in oil post mortem when the carcass came on shore or prior to death.  



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 Since April 30, the observed dolphin stranding rate is higher than the historical averages



that have been documented in recent years (2003-2007) in Louisiana, Mississippi, and



Alabama.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and reporting and the



lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter of 2010. 



 For the entire Northern Gulf of Mexico, the combined observed range is 0-14 for the



years 2003 to 2007 in LA, MS, AL, and FL (panhandle only). The breakdown by state for



the range of animals historically stranding in the month of May (2003-2007) is as



follows:



o Louisiana: 0-4 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-3 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-3 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 The directed turtle survey operating under Unified Command was scrubbed on June 5



due to weather.  Operations are expected to re-start on June 6.



 Press interest remains high on sea turtle activities.  NMFS Public Affairs is working



closely with UC Davis and Audubon, and in coordination with the JIC, to organize two



press events this coming week around turtles, one in Venice and one likely at Audubon.



 Discussions are underway to relocate the turtles currently in rehabilitation at Audubon



and IMMS to secondary facilities for longer-term rehab to ensure open space and



sufficient staff at the primary de-oiling facilities to handle expected additional turtles in



the coming week.
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 06 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No Flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 CALNEX, Ontario CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Maintenance, Indianapolis, IN



N46 Twin Otter DWH Multi-Spectral scanning / oil density and thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV No flight, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In Disposal Process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Equipment Installation, Seattle, WA



N57 Twin Otter Transit to Mobile, AL, Newport News, VA



N68 King Air DWH Coastal photography / mapping, New Orleans, LA



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N42



N68 
N46



N57

N43



N48



N56



N45
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 06 JUN 2010



ID
 Status Today



DE
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 6/10 Woods Hole, MA



TJ
 Underway on DWH “Western Sentry”. Arrival 6/11 Galveston, TX



HB
 Alongside Newport, RI. Departure 6/22 for sea trials



NF
 Alongside Charleston, SC. Departure 6/18 for scheduled project



RB
 Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 6/15 for scheduled project



PC
 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 6/14 for scheduled project



R2 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 6/15 for scheduled project



TJ



R2

PC NF



HB 


GU 


DE



RB



DY 


FA



HA SE 


RA



KA



SH 


DJ



MF



M2



EX Guam 


ID Status Today



FA
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 6/18 Port Angeles, WA



SH
 Alongside Newport, OR.  Departure 6/8, transit to Seattle, WA



MF
 Alongside Astoria, OR. Departure 6/9 for scheduled project



DY
 Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/24 Dutch Harbor, AK



HI
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 6/9 for scheduled project



M2
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/9 for scheduled project



SE
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA
 Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA
 Alongside Cascade, OR for shipyard repair period



DJ Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 7/26



EX Alongside Guam. Departure 6/8 for scheduled project



= underway



= alongside
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Chartered Vessels and NOAA Small Boats



As of 06 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BR F/V Beau Rivage Inport Pascagoula, MS



JF R/V Jack Fitz Inport Port Fouchon



GY R/V Gandy NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL. ETA Pascagoula 6/7



CA R/V Caretta NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DWH begin 21 June



WB R/V Weatherbird II Underway today from Key West – non oil spill ops



PE R/V Pelican Inport Chauvin, LA



BB M/V Bunny Bordelon Inport Port Fouchon



OV R/V Ocean Veritas Inport Port Fouchon



RC R/V Ryan Chouest Testing Sampling Equipment In Vicinity of Mobile, AL



WS R/V Walton Smith Inport Gulfport, MS



BM R/V Brooks McCall BP/NOAA Charter.   DWH sampling



RC BB  CA  BR



JF   WS



= underway



= alongside



BM



OV



WS



WB 


GY
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Sub+Surface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations



Document ID: 0.7.27.893.6



https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Sub+Surface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations





https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Maritime+Vessel+Assets



No Update Today
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Vessel Assignments for June 6-8, 2010*

*Completed on June 6, 2010 by ENS Kyle Jellison, NOAA Corps for June 6 Incident Action Plan



https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Command+Products



Vessel Type Compliment Latitude Longitude Operations for June 6 Operations for June 7 Operations for June 8 Findings



Beau Rivage 109’ F/V 630 18.0N 88 34.0W In Pascagoula In Pascagoula Departing for inshore waters off

Florida



Bellows 81' R/V 13



Brooks McCall 162’ ROV Ops 3228 38.8N 88 22.0W Deep Water sampling; awaiting

approval for VOC surface sampling at

source.



Deep Water Sampling Arriving in Port Fourchon Did not find plume at bench mark

location 1km SW of well head.

Located signal at 1km, 5km, and

weak sign 10km S of wellhead.



Bunny Bordelon 150’ OSV 1629 08.6N 90 12.8W In Port Fourchon In Port Fourchon In Port Fourchon



Gordon Gunter 224’ R/V 3330 18.0N 88 34.0W In Pascagoula In Pascagoula In Pascagoula



Jack Fitz 165' OSV 2629 20.9N 90 14.8W In Golden Meadow In Golden Meadow In Golden Meadow



Navocean Sea Gliders 2 AUV's N/A Tracking submersed plume by

fluorometry



Tracking submersed plume by

fluorometry



Tracking submersed plume by

fluorometry



Ocean Veritas 194’ M/V 4129 08.6N 90 12.8W In Port Fourchon Departing for Deep water sampling Deep water sampling Yesterday found traces of plume

signal to SE but no major hits.



Pelican 116' R/V 1629 14.3N 90 40.2W In Chauvin, LA In Chauvin, LA In Chauvin, LA



Rutgers and USF gliders 3 AUV's N/A Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal

waters from Tampa to FL Keys



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal

waters from Tampa to FL Keys



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal

waters from Tampa to FL Keys



Ryan Chouest 215’ OSV 30 10.7N 88 37.4W Testing sampling equipment while

transiting east to Mobile.



Testing sampling equipment off

Mobile and Theodore, AL



Shallow water sampling for

hydrocarbon



Testing underway hydrocarbon

sampling equipment has been

successful up to 7kts.



Thomas Jefferson 208’ R/V 3328 43.1N 88 28.0W Acoustic profiling and deep water

sampling within 3nm of well head.



Transit east to do coastal work off FL. Working west toward Port Fourchon

and will need VOOP resupply



Found acoustic anomalies between

3nm and 5nm. Concentrated effort

in SW sector.



Walton Smith 96’ R/V 19 29 58.4N 88 45.6W Underway to Gulfport ETA 12:15.

Departing evening for next cruise.



Tiger tail/Dry Tortuga Tarball survey Tiger tail/Dry Tortuga Tarball survey Plume found to the south. Signal

intensity decreased. Flourometer

hits lower but still found 15-20nm

south.



Weatherbird II 115' R/V 2024 43.6N 83 17.3W Underway-Non-Oilspill Underway-Non-Oilspill Underway-Non-Oilspill
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report - June 6, 2010

(Reporting Activities from June 5, 2010)



B5 - NRDA
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N42 WP-3D 
N43 - potential re-task for DWH response with arrival TBD



N43 WP-3D CALNEX Hurricane Season



N46 Twin Otter 


N48 Twin Otter 


N56 Twin Otter 


N57 Twin Otter 


N68 King Air 


Bigelow 


Delaware II 


Brown 


Foster 
Foster - potential re-task for DWH response with arrival on 23 June



Gunter 
Gunter  - may be available for additional DWH Tasking



Jefferson 


Oregon II 


Pisces 


NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



NERW 


Longline Shark / Red Snapper



FGBNMS 


Possible DWH Marine Mammal Surveys



SEAMAP Reef Fish 


MX Cetacean Abundance 


Benthic ECOMON 


Marine Mammals Repairs 


GRNMS 


ECOMON 


DWH 


Warranty 


NOAA Line Office Assets (as of 6/4/10)

Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 


CALNEX 


DWH Gulf Loop 


DWH Multi Spectral 


Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection Tsunami/Trop. Atl



National Coastal Mapping Priorities



F.I. Fall Plankton



Pully Ridge/Tortugas/FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



MRP/Trials Groundfish 


Key West Chesapeake Bay
DWH 


Aug Sep 


Nov



South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



OMAO Assets (as of 6/6/10)



Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



Nov



Possible Continuation of DWH Multi Spectral Oil



Harbor Seals



BOWFEST



Steller Sea Lions Harbor Seals BWASP



Hurricane Season



Marine Mammal Surveys



Oct Jun Jul 


Repairs 


R/V HST 


R/V Gandy 


R/V Caretta 


7/25/2012
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Alongside in Port Fouchon - yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City

R/V Harold B 


7/25/2012
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Chartered by NMFS - Conducting fisheries research/seafood inspection.  In transit to port Pascagoula.  (R = conducting u/w research)



R



CSA International vessel funded by NRDA.  Alongside in Port Fouchon.  Next DWH cruise 10 June.  (R = conducting u/w research)



On 5-day cruise for FUGRO.



In Port.



In transit to Port Fourchon.



Departing for Water Column studies in the loop current.



Deepwater sampling near well head.



BP/NOAA Charter.  In transit for deepwater sampling.



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.  *No end date specified for gliders.



Tracking submersed plume by flourometry.



DWH*



FUGRO



Oct Nov



Non-NOAA Coordinated Assets (as of 6/4/10)

Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov



NOAA Coordinated Assets (as of 6/4/10)

Jun Jul Aug Sep 


NAVO Gliders 


R/V Brooks McCall 


R/V Ryan Chouest 


M/V Bunny Bordelon 


R



R/V Jack Fitz 


IOOS Gliders 


R/V Walton Smith 


R/V Ocean Veritas 


R/V Pelican 


F/V Beau Rivage 


7/25/2012
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PRIORITY

ISSUE TEAMS



RESPONSE

OPERATIONS -

NIC/ICC/NRT



SCIENCE
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LMR



NRDA



ASSETS AND

PLATFORMS



FUNCTIONAL 

TEAMS
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REGIONAL



LEGISLATIVE /

INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS



COMMS / PUBLIC

AFFAIRS



EXTERNAL

ENGAGEMENT



DATA INFORMATION
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IA/ INTERNATIONAL

AFFAIRS



LEGAL / GC



POLICY / BUDGET
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STATUS UPDATES



Response Operations



From BP’s website on source operations-


*  10,500 barrels of oil collected and 22 million standard cubic feet of natural gas flared

yesterday.

* Efforts to improve portion of oil collectied ongoing for the next 24-72 hours.

* Oil visibly bypassing Top Hat #4 on video feeds.



NRT



* NRT call cancelled today; will resume Monday.



NIC Activities



* NIC IASG lead, Juliette Kayyem, requests agencies be mindful of the burdens VIP visits place

on command posts;  she suggests VIPs work through their own agency reps in the field to

support visits, and not rely on UAC and ICPs.  There is a draft set of protocols that is being

reviewed by the White House today.

* Dispersant composition - EPA senior management is asking for all Departments and

Agencies who have an interest to please inform NIC EPA Rep of status of obtaining the

necessary product information either from EPA or the manufacturer of the dispersants for this

spill. Suspense - 1200 EDT Monday.

* NOAA NIC representative is consolidating information on the 4 Alternate Technology

Programs currently being field tested and on the Federal Register notification of IATAP.



P-3 update



    * Operational discussions with EPA are on-going.  Had a coordination call today with EPA,

followed by an operational call between EPA/ASPECT and NOAA/ESRL/CSD and AOC to work

through logistics.

    * ASPECT is is currently conducting flights at 2800', sampling for 24 compounds in real-
time, with an additional ~500 post-flight.

    * As part of this effort, NOAA and EPA will be conducting calibration flights to ensure

comparability of the data.  The NOAA/EPA team will also be discussing data storage/archive.

    * The P-3 mission will complement the current EPA missions by conducting surveys in the

marine boundary layer at 200', 500', and 1000' using a proton transfer reaction mass

spectrometer, providing real-time/near-real-time data on a suite of compounds including C8-
C11 aromatics, formaldehyde, methanol, acetonitrile, acetone, acetic acid, isoprene, benzene,

toluence, methylethylketone, and naphthalene. A "whole air canister" will be used to collect

samples on 72 compounds for post-mission analysis (analysis within 24 hours).

    * The P-3 is being moved from California and will be ready to fly in the Gulf on likely early-
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Fisheries Closures



* There was no change to the closed area in federal waters for June 06, 2010.  The map with

the area currently closed is attached.

* Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) announced the following action in a

portion of the Barataria Basin south of Empire, LA in Plaquemines Parish effective at sunset,

June 6, due to confirmed reports of oil in the area.

          o The portion of state inside waters north of the inside/outside shrimp line and south of

the Mississippi River from the southern shoreline of Red Pass at 89 degrees 28 minutes 13.4

seconds north latitude westward to the western shoreline of the Empire Canal, closes to

recreational and commercial fishing.



Seafood Inspection



* Work continued on various seafood documents.



Marine Mammal and Turtle Health and Stranding Report



* Increase of 7 turtle strandings (1 live, heavily oiled in AL, 1 dead in AL, 3 dead in MS, 2 dead

in LA)

          o Two of the Kemp’s ridleys recovered June 1 from the offshore search/rescue operation

died today at Audubon Aquarium

          o 289 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 7

from June 4)
Human Use:  Continued boat ramp sampling in AL, MS, FL, and LA.  Conducted beach

overflights between MS/LA border and Apalachicola, FL. 

SAV:  No field sampling on Saturday.



Shoreline: Three field teams mobilized for surveys out of Venice, LA in the Southwest Pass,

Marsh Island, and Isles Dernieres.

Water Column: NRDA sampling activities are ongoing aboard two vessels. Three vessels are in

port.

• Gordon Gunter in Port (Pascagoula, MS)

• Bunny Bordelon in Port (Port Fourchon, LA)

• Thomas Jefferson is conducting Echo sounding and deep water sampling

• Jack Fitz in Port (Golden Meadow, LA)

• Brooks McCall - Deep water sampling in vicinity of wellhead on 6/6 and 6/7. 



Chemistry:  No new report.  Between 2000 and 2500 samples collected to date. 



Fish:  Will be merging two fish groups (onshore and offshore) together.  Using snare drags

Information on deployment and planned deployment of assets are attached to

email.
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No significant update



NO REPORT



NO REPORT



NO REPORT



No significant update
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NO REPORT



NO REPORT



NO REPORT
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LEAD NOTES



Bill Conner



Steve Murawski
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John Oliver



Tony Penn



Phil Kenul
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Buck Sutter



John Gray



Justin Kenney



Andy Winer



Joe Klimavicz
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Jim Turner



Lois Schiffer



Sally Yozell
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Received(Date): Mon, 21 Jun 2010 17:42:23 -0400

From: "Jen.Pizza" <Jen.Pizza@noaa.gov>

Subject: DWH ACTIONS and UPDATES 6.21.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule 062110.doc

OMAO_Assets_Gantt_Chart_062010.xlsx

OMAO DWH Ship Tasking - Program Impacts 062110

MMST Health and Stranding Update 06-20-10.doc

OMAO DWH Aircraft Tasking - Program Impacts 062110.docx



PRIORITY

ISSUES

RESPONSE OPERATIONS - NIC/ICC/NRT See attached PowerPoint "Quad_Jun21.pptx"

SCIENCE See attached PDF "NOAA Science Briefing June 22.pdf"

LMR Fisheries Closures

* The closed area in the Gulf EEZ was modified today, June 21, 2010

o The modification expands the northeastern closure boundary to

encompass a small amount of oil that moved outside the existing

boundary. The northeast corner of the closed area remains located off

Panama City, Florida. Also, we are expanding a portion of the southern

boundary to encompass the projected path of oil illustrated in the

72-hour trajectory.

o The closure measures 86,985 sq mi (225,290 sq km) and covers about 36%

of the GOM EEZ, compared to the June 16 closure comprising 80,806 sq mi

(209,286 sq km), or about 33% of the GOM EEZ.

o The map of today's closure and an overlay map of the closed area from

June 16 and today.

* Due to reports of unusually high numbers of endangered sea turtle

sightings and strandings in Mississippi, and as a proactive measure, the

executive director of the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources has

ordered the immediate reduction of maximum trawling times for shrimping

vessels using skimmer trawls to 30 minutes, effective 12:01 a.m. Sunday,

June 20, 2010.

o The tow time requirement is measured from the time the cod end of the

trawl enters the water until the cod end is removed from the water. The

purpose of the tow time reduction from 55 minutes to 30 minutes for

skimmer trawls is due to an unusually high number of sea turtles in the

Mississippi Sound. This change is being implemented to increase the

survivability of any sea turtles captured in a skimmer trawl.

* The director of the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (DMR)

has established the following temporary no wake zone for the Mississippi

Sound, effective June 21, 2010. Vessels in this area should proceed at

minimum speed so as not to create a potentially damaging wake within 500

feet surrounding the above areas. The temporary no wake zone is being

established to prevent displacement of boom and disturbing oil spill

response activities in the Mississippi Sound.

LMR (2) All boom and/or buoys are to be deployed and maintained by the

Incident Command Center for the Deep Water Horizon Spill in Mobile, Ala.

The no wake zone shall be in effect immediately and remain in effect for

the duration of the decontamination sites as described by the U.S. Coast

Guard.:

· Task Force 21 (M/V Grand) – N30 50.106, W89 05.121

· Task Force 46 (M/V Paraclete) – N30 17.600, W88 44.120

· Task Force 17 (M/V Miller) – N30 18.535, W88 34.977

· Task Force 20 (M/V Fling) – N30 15.924, W88 28.210

* Additionally the Southeast Region is developing regulations to require

turtle excluder devices (TEDs) on skimmer trawls.
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Enforcement



LMR (3) Seafood Inspection

* The Department of Defense has expressed an interest in participating

in the sensory training and offering their assistance with our

monitoring program.



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding

*Last week the wildlife team worked to re-define "partial necropsy"

versus "assessed and unable to perform necropsy". When the spill first

started partial carcasses were classified under "partial necropsy" when

only external tissue samples and skin swabs taken, however now partial

necropsies include tissue samples from the stomach cavity. The "assessed

and unable to perform necropsy" now encompasses carcasses that the can

collect external tissue samples and skin swabs. Due to the change in

definition the numbers for "partial" and "assessed and unable to

perform" changed over the weekend (3 "partials" were reclassified as

"assessed and unable to perform necropsy").

* The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map,

dolphin stranding map, and large whale stranding map are attached.



Turtles

* 504 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill

area” (increase of 10 from June 19 report)

o 424 stranded (increase of 9 from June 19)

o 383 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 6 from June 19)

o 41 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 3 from June 19)

o 33 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 3 from June 19)

* 80 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase

of 1 from June 19)

o 4 turtles collected dead (increase of 1 from June 19)

* 265 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants

(increase of 7 from June 19)

LMR (4) * Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the

two primary considerations for the cause of death of the non-oiled

recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute toxicosis. Further

results are pending.

* To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 5

dead stranded sea turtle and 6 live stranded turtles (2 of which were

caught in skimming operations).

* To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 76

live sea turtles and 3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle

surveys.



B7 and Out of Scope
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Dolphins

* 50 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill

area” (increase of 1 from June 19).

o 46 were dead stranded dolphins (increase of 1 from June 19)

* 5 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of

decomposition or unable to recover (increase of 1 from June 19)



Other updates for Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles



* The Sea Turtle Late-Term Nest Collection and Hatchling Release

Protocols for the Florida Panhandle and Alabama are in final review with

the Unified Command. The draft protocols lay out the plan to collect all

nests deposited in the northern Gulf (AL through FL panhandle),

transport to the east coast of Florida, and release hatchlings into the

Atlantic upon emergence. The USFWS is the lead for implementation of the

plan.

* Training to the marine mammal carcass retrieval and sampling plan for

dead marine mammals will be conducted this week via webinar.



NRDA

ASSETS AND PLATFORMS 1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped

locations of assets.

2. OMAO Assets Excel Gantt Chart showing projects assigned to each asset.

3. Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule Word document

identifying impacts to NOAA projects should OMAO assets be tasked.

4. DWH Ship Tasking Impacts.

5. DWH Aircraft Tasking Impacts.

OPERATIONAL

REGIONAL No update

LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS Daily Congressional Staff Conference

Call on the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill

- USCG provided updates on the amount of oil recovered yesterday and

ongoing response effort

- NOAA and FDA provided a joint presentation on the fishery closure

areas and measures in place to ensure seafood safety

- Staff from several Congressional Offices participated, including from

the Senate Commerce Committee, Senator Nelson (D-FL), Senator Landrieu

(D-LA), and Rep. Cassidy (R-6th, LA)

COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS *Several media calls about GeoPlatform.gov.

*Working w/ NY Times about sea turtle deaths and necropsies.

*Thomas Jefferson findings release distributed from JIC, handling follow

up calls.

*MSNBC on board Thomas Jefferson, interviewed Shep Smith, went well.

*Coordinating with EPA/DOC on release of Brooks McCall JAG report -

targeting release tomorrow.

*Still waiting for OMB clearance on long term movement of oil product,

Comms ready with press materials for rollout

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT · Interactions:

Reported on NOAA External Affairs activities in Gulf communities to DOC

public engagement working group.

Sent notification of fishery closure modification to our lists and

responded to inquiry on pending 'reopening' protocols for areas that are

closed but where the oil seems to have now moved out of the area. The

sampling protocols allowing for reopening of previously 'oiled' areas

are still pending but anticipated shortly.

· Complaint e-mails:

External Affairs received 12 e-mails today. We've responded to two of
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them. Topics included suggestions for plugging the leak and general

complaints.

· Mass Notifications:

None today

DATA INFORMATION See attached PowerPoint "DWH Activities Report Quad

OCIO.pptx"

IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS See attached PowerPoint "International

Activities Report Quad June 21.ppt"

LEGAL / GC No update

POLICY / BUDGET No update



NOAA International Activities

Report



June 21, 2010



.
. 


B5 and Out of Scope
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NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



June 22, 2010



** For Internal Use ONLY **
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report

6/21/2010



Information as of 6/20/10



Yesterday’s Activities Recap



Upcoming Activities



Key Results

Critical Issues for Discussion/Action







.
. 


NOAA submitted its response to Entrix’s “Broader Gulf of

Mexico Water Column Study”  on 6/21.



Technical

Working

Groups



Field

Teams or

Ship

Deployed



Location Data collected



Marine

Mammals

and Sea

Turtles



Aerial

survey



Targeting oiled area No animals observed



Gordon

Gunter



Transects S of FL

panhandle



Acoustic surveys



Lab sample inventory:

Total: 7,612 samples (61% water, 29%sediement)



Shoreline Surveys:

More than 1200 linear miles of shoreline surveyed as of

June 20, 2010.



 Technical working groups developing work plans and
· 

identifying opportunities for restoration

 Field Teams
· 



Marine mammal and sea turtle flights M,W, Sat.
· 

Marine mammal photo-id and biopsy continuing
· 

Fish teams to Gulf Shores, AL and Biloxi, MS
· 







B5 and Out of Scope


B5 and Out of Scope


B5 and Out of Scope
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NOAA Response Operations Activities Report

21 June







Today’s Activities Upcoming Activities



Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 






 


.
.



Report of submerged oil off Bon Secour Nat’l Wildlife
· 

Refuge by Ben Rains (Mobile Press-Register) raises

concern about density of weathered oil and

consequences



NIC MC252 Implementation Strategy
· 



Items in review:
· 



Letter from 22 Senators – under review at DOC
o



Long-term oil trajectory – pending OMB comments
o



Loop Current product – under review at DOC
o 


Oiling: ·  


Escambia and Okaloosa counties (FL)
o



Reports of tar balls on ~4 miles of beach on
o



Horn Island  (MS)



Re-oiling, no new shoreline  (AL)
o



NRT call on NIC MC252 Implementation Strategy
· 

(formerly Incident Specific Addendum to the NCP)



Installation of inner riser on new mooring system
· 

completed



Post-hurricane boom issues (NIC)
· 



Dr Lubchenco in FL at FPCP and NHC 6/22
· 

Long-term oil movement release
· 

Release of Brooks McCall and Thomas
· 

Jefferson data



0 50 100



Backup Relief Well Done



Drilled



Band of dark red oil as seen from this morning’s NOAA

overflight  from Venice, LA



Photo: Debra Simecek-Beatty



Special Look:
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NOAA Data and Information Management Activities Report

June 21, 2010



Information as of June 21, 2010







Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 










.
. 


Regarding Data.gov, the site will be available at

www.data.gov/restorethegulf -- but will not go live until the actual

www.RestoreTheGulf.gov site goes live--live date unknown.



EPA identified four components they want to have added into

geoplatform.gov., and said to use the layer "EPA Sample Locations" that

are available on the responder ERMA site until EPA completes work on

additional services that will contain the same points along with data.



Working to determine best depiction of historic fish data plots on

geoplatform.gov to allow emergency managers to see where various

species occur.



Coordinating with DOI on their request to add wetlands layer into the

Interactive Oil Spill Mapper on GeoPlatform.gov.



Working on highlight new data adds on the geoplatform.gov site.



A demo of geoplatform.gov is scheduled for Tracy Waring’s
 DWH

Integrated Services Team Tuesday June 22 at FEMA HQ.



Effort to consolidate BP and government geo spatial data is underway.

Coast Guard migrating BP GIS capabilities and data into their

environment to share the data with ERMA government and public

viewers.



Tentative meeting scheduled for Tuesday  June 22 evening  with Federal

Geospatial leads to discuss how take advantage of the energy and

interest and continue to build out the concepts of the Geospatial Platform. 





None
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NOAA International Activities



Report



June 21, 2010



.
. 


B5 and Out of Scope
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Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Gunter June 5 June 26 GU-10-02 Leg 1 - Marine Mammals



06/15 – 06/26



Underway for DWH ops (marine mammal



survey). ETA Mobile, AL 6/21 for repairs (~



2 days in drydock) then resume ops. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 6/26



Foster June 5 June 19 None:  NF-10-05, Grays Reef



Comparison Cancelled.



a/s Charleston, SC for z-drive repairs.



Cancelled leg 2 of GRNMS project in order to



complete repairs and allow time to transit to



GOM in support of DWH efforts.  Departure



delayed to June 25, GOM arrival ~ June 30th. 



Awaiting final DWH project instructions and



tasking.



Thomas

Jefferson



June 15 tbd TJ-10-03 FGBNMS Underway for continued DWH ops (acoustics



and water sampling). Replenish supplies



06/21, Pascagoula. ETA Key West, FL 7/2



Oregon II June 21 July 5 Rd-10-01 Summer groundfish Leg 2



loses 9 DAS (much of the area



typically surveyed during this project



is likely going to be off limits due to



the oil.)



Sea trials today, 6/20. ETD Pascagoula, MS



6/22 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyo-


plankton survey (approx 4-5 days), then



resume scheduled work.



Delaware

II



June18 tbd DE-10-05 Benthic Habitat Underway en route GOMEX for DWH ops



(seafood study). Arrival Key West, FL 06/24



for staging. Departure 06/25



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period
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remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water



Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3. 



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning
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Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



June 15 Hurricane Season Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf Loop Current



flights could be rescheduled around any



tasking for Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings



would delay Gulf Loop Current flights by



several days.  DWH Loop Current flight,



departed 6/18, 0900L, MacDill AFB



N43RF



WP-3D



TBD TBD CALNEX (OAR California air quality



study)- Potential loss of 1 to 3 days



Reassignment to DWH for air quality study



per OAR request.  Arrived MacDill 6/7. 



Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.



Returned to CALNEX 6/11.



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April September



30



Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September



30



Northeast Right Whale / BOWFEST DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



resumed June 7. Anticipated schedule is



approximately 5 flights every 14 days. 



Tasking could be flown on Twin Otter N46RF



but belly port will be unavailable for use. 



Additional crew would be required for N46F



due to crew duty day limitations.



N68RF



King Air



April September



30



National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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N42 WP-3D 


N43 WP-3D CALNEX Hurricane Season



N43 - Arrived MacDill AFB 6/7.  Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.  Return to CALNEX on 6/11



N46 Twin Otter 


N48 Twin Otter 


N56 Twin Otter 


N57 Twin Otter 


N68 King Air 


Bigelow 


Delaware II 


Underway en route GOMEX for DWH ops (seafood study). Arrival Key West, FL 06/24 for staging. Departure 06/25



Brown 


Foster 
Foster - potential re-task for DWH response.  ETD from Charleston delayed to due to contining maintenance 6/25.



Gunter 
Gunter  - scheduled marine mammal cruise shifted to GOM



Jefferson 
Jefferson  - DWH Western Sentry II



Oregon II 
Sea trials 06/20. ETD Pascagoula, MS 6/22 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyoplankton survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume scheduled work. ETA Galveston 06/30.



Pisces 


Departed 6/14 for scheduled project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA Pascagoula, MS 7/2



NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



Nov



Pully Ridge/Tortugas/FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



Repairs 


Repairs 


Sep 


Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection 


DWH Marine Mammals 


GRNMS 


F.I. 


FGBNMS 


Fall Plankton



Jun Aug Jul 


MRP/Trials 


R/V HST 


Sep 


BOWFEST



Benthic ECOMON 


NERW



in Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



MX 


Groundfish 


Warranty 


Key West 


Oct 


Chesapeake Bay



South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



Longline Shark / Red Snapper



OMAO Assets (as of 6/20/10)



Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



Nov
Oct Jun 


Hurricane Season
DWH Gulf Loop 


DWH Multi Spectral 


Jul 


Continuation of DWH Multi Spectral Oil, Mobile, AL



Harbor Seals



Aug 


BWASP



CALNEX 


Cetacean Abundance 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities



Tsunami/Trop. Atl



Marine Mammal Surveys



Steller Sea Lions 


ECOMON 


Harbor Seals 


SEAMAP Reef Fish 


DWH 


NOAA Line Office Assets



7/25/2012
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NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, F L.



NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 6/21.



Scheduled to conduct trap/video surveys out of Panama City the reamainder of the month.



R/V Caretta 


R/V Harold B 


R/V Gandy 


7/25/2012
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25' Parker NOS small boat w/ twin outboards in Charleston, SC, available for deployment and trailerable



In Panama City gearing up for bottom long line operations



Deep water sampling 10km NE of wellhead and working N to NW at 10km.



In Houma, LA



Deepwater sampling, CTD’s, and surface sampling 5.5nm S of wellhead.



Calibrate AUV, CTD casts, then AUV deployment



Deepwater ROV sampling at 2km ring of wellhead



In Port Fourchon, LA, departing 1800



LOOP current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



Acoustic survey 5nm NW of wellhead working clockwise



Subsurface sampling off FL panhandle



In Miami, FL 



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.  *No end date specified for gliders.



Monitoring and sampling oceanographic conditions



Oct Jul Aug 


Other Assets

Nov
Sep 


NAVO Gliders 


Brooks McCall 


Ryan Chouest 


Bunny Bordelon 


Capt Hatteras 


Rachel Bordelon 


Endeavor 


Ocean Veritas 


Pelican 


DWH*



Beau Rivage 


Jun 


Jack Fitz 


IOOS Gliders 


Walton Smith 


7/25/2012
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Updated on 14 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Gordon Gunter GU-10-03, 


Leg I-III



Marine Mammals 


6/15-8/5 GOM NO YES NO Unable to provide marine mammal



abundance & distribution information to



meet MMPA mandated mammal stock



assessment requirements.  Unable to



provide data & document long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM marine



mammal populations.



None
 Presently alongside  Pascagoula June 5-


14 conducting repairs and ABS



inspection. 



8/5-9 Fleet Inspection



GU-10-04 


Leg I and II



Fall



Ichthyoplankton



8/24-9/30 GOM NO YES NO Unable to support current stock



assessments for red snapper, king



mackerel, and vermillion snapper; and



future stock assessments for Spanish



mackerel, gray triggerfish, and red drum. 



Would be unable to assess long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM



ichthyoplankton.



None



Pisces PC-10-03 Leg 1, 2,



3  SEAMAP Reef



Fish



6/14 – 7/25 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



PC-10-05 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4,  S Atlantic



Reef Fish



8/3 – 9/25 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None
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Updated on 14 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Oregon II R2-10-01 Leg 1, 2,



3  SEAMAP



Summer



Groundfish



6/15 – 7/17 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



red snapper, king mackerel, yellowedge



grouper, and small coastal sharks.  Unable



to assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



GOM groundfish species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



7/24-8/5 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish. Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



8/7 – 9/29 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish.  Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



Delaware II DE-10-05 Benthic



Habitat



6/14 – 6/25 NE Atlantic



(Georges



Bank)



Yes, this is ongoing



research that will



continue into the



future



No Yes, require 6 berths,



crane, A-frame, CTD



operations, 220 v AC



power, and depth



sounder



Research aimed at understanding



relationship among juvenile Atlantic



cod/sea scallops/haddock and their



habitat, including invasive tunicate



Didemnum, with specific reference to



juvenile mortality



Delaying this cruise a year will prevent



the annual measurement of the



encroachment of the invasive species on



Georges Bank.



DE-10-07 



ECOMON



8/16 – 9/1 NE Atlantic



(Cape Hatteras



No, this cruise is part



of both bi-monthly



and annual



Yes Yes. Hugh R. Sharp or



another research vessel



Interrupt a 40 year oceanographic and



plankton time series. Nulify attempts to



document hydrocarbon transport to the



None It should be recognized that this cruise



complements oil spill research that is
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Updated on 14 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



– Nova Scotia) environmental 


monitoring time



series and provides



ground truth for



SeaWiFS.



Hydrocarbon



sampling is planned



off of the east coast.



NE U.S. Shelf; compromise SeaWiFS



ground truth, sea bird monitoring, efforts



to improve the assessments of yellowtail



flounder through oceanographic



monitoring; postpone efforts to begin



ocean acidification of the NE U.S. shelf.



being conducted in the Gulf of Mexico



DE-10-06  Herring



Hydroacoustic



Survey, Leg 1, 2



9/8 – 9/30 NE Atlantic



(Georges



Bank)



No, temporally



sensitive in terms of



both an annual



survey and a multi-


year time series.



Yes No. Vessel capabilities



and acoustic signature



critically important



The Atlantic herring resource is valuable



as an economic resource and is highly



controversial due to its importance in the



ecosystem. Accurate estimates of the



stock is critical. Historically acoustic



surveys have been critical to the



assessment of those stocks. The impact of



the loss of this cruise will limit our ability



to determine the utility of this survey and



assessment of Atlantic herring.



None



Thomas



Jefferson



TJ-10-03 


DWH Tasking



5/17 -5/28 


5/23-5/28



GOM - FGNMS No  - Impact on 


successive projects



does not allow for



delay without impact



to those projects.



No
 FGNMS, though OCS,



could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the snm of



production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi. 



The DWH tasking for the remainder of this



leg will result in 75 square nmi, of a



planned 150 square nmi, not being



surveyed,



The collection of a combination of



multibeam and backscatter survey data



was scheduled to take place on board the



TJ, to map several reefs and banks in the



NW Gulf of Mexico, all of which will be



DWH tasking occurred



from  5/23 to 5/28 to



deploy navy gliders,



current drifters and



profiling floats.



The FGNMS project DAS have already



been lost due to a week of downtime



caused by generator problems, then the



initial 6 DAS the TJ diverted to deploy



Navy gliders and drifters.  Plans  are in



plance to make up 6 days lost prior to



DWH tasking during TJ-10-02 leg 5, 6/14-


7/02
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Updated on 14 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Estimated cost $1.5M targeted for habitat characterization and



ground truthing operations in the future. 



These operations will not be undertaken



until the surveys have been completed.



TJ-10-02 6/01-6/11,



leg 4



GOM No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 75 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed.



DWH Tasking



Occurred 6/1-6/11 to



conduct Western



Sentry project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Imperative that



the ship be given at time to  “square off”



the existing hydrographic project. TJ is



the only vessel that can complete the



work.



TJ-10-02 6/14-7/02,



leg 5



GOM No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $0.5M



Estimated cost for



FGNMS survey is $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 25 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed,



Cancelling project leg will also result in a



loss of 6 DAS planned to support FGNMS



project to make up for the time lost to



mechanical repairs resuliting in 75 square



nmi,of the planned 150 square nmi, from



being completed.



DWH Tasking



scheduled for 6/14-


7/02 to conduct



additional work on the



Western Sentry



project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Two days will be



allocated for the ship to “square off” the



existing hydrographic project before



resuming the DWH Western Sentry



project.  Total DWH tasking has resulted



in a production loss of 100 square nmi. 



The production loss can be replaced



through contracting at a total cost of



$2.0M (100 square nmi).



Total cost to contract FGNMS project is
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



$3.0M (150 square nmi).



TJ-10-04 Leg I-IV 7/7-8/31 Key West Area Yes – The project 


could be delayed but



the delay would be at



the expense of the



successive project or



a reduction of the



project as planned.



No
 No – Vessel capability



and planned equimpent



test and evaluation not



possible though contract



for this project,



The Key West project is an IOCM project



with several partners, including the



planned testing of new technologies. 



Although the project could be delayed,



OCS believes it is important to complete



the project this year using the equipment



and personnel currently on the TJ



Canceling the project will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 220 square nmi



not being completed.  This loss of



productiion could be contracted at a cost



of $4.4 M



OCS could



accommodate 2 more



legs of DWH response



with minimal impact. 



Delay the start of the



Key West Project by a



leg and delay the



return to Norfolk by a



leg. 



Approaches to Key West. Arrive  Norfolk



8/31



Estimated average loss of production per



leg tasked is between 30 to 60 square



nmi.



TJ-10-05 


Leg I



9/9-17 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake



Bay project is a multi-


year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No
 OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 20 square nmi



not being completed.



TJ is scheduled to transit from Key west



to  Norfolk VA on or about 8/26



TJ-10-05 9/20-30 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake



Bay project is a multi-


No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



Estimated cost to contract lost



production if tasked for both legs is
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Leg 2 year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



measures and will result 30 square nmi



not being completed.



$0.9M (50 square nmi)



Nancy Foster NF-10-06-PR 


Leg 1 & Leg II



6/21-7/2 GoM Delay could result in



the program loosing



allocated funds on



various contracts



used to support this



project.



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. Program



would try to accomplish



all activities from small



boats or lease a local



UNOLS vessel for 10k



per day for which we



(NOS) don’t have the



appropriate budget nor



is there adequate time



on the schedule



This is a requirement of the Sanctuary



Advisory Council in order to obtain their



endorsement of a proposed experimental



closure of one of the banks.   Failure to



not complete this requirement would



result in no endorsement by the Sanctuary



Advisory Council.



None Baseline Assessment of Fish and Benthic



Communities of FGBNMS.



NF-10-07-TER 7/6-20 Tortugas/GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



contracts involving



ROV rental, travel



arrangements,



supplies and etc.



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. This could be



reworked to use the



State of Florida vessel



R/V Weatherbird under



our existing IDIQ



contract.  To get the



same amount of



mapping done we would



get on the Foster would



require an additional



The impact of not doing the work will



mean a loss of knowledge of any deep



coral or sponge habitat in the target area



(between Steamboat Lumps MPA in the



north to existing Pulley Ridge HAPC map



coverage in the south).  A total of $30,000



in Coral Reef Conservation Program



funding was obtained for the project, and



$25.5k has already been obligated for data



collection and processing. 



None
 Biogeography Analysis of Tortugas



Ecological Reserve
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



$62K.  This estimate is



based on our contract



day rate of $12.5K for



seven days at sea and



subtracting the existing



$25.5K obligated to USF. 



Timing is not a great



concern; we can do it



whenever the ship is



available in St.



Petersburg, FL.



NF-10-08-


FGBNMS



7/22-29 GoM Delaying Flower



Gardens would result



in a loss of $200k of



Coral Program



allocated funds. The



shallow-water diving



leg (late July) could



potentially be



accomplished later



this FY.
The tech



diving leg (mid July)



would be very



difficult to delay in



that it relies on an



external partner that



provided matching



for the project. The



Y
 Would require charter  if



NF tasked. The project



could be completed by



the FGBNMS vessel



R/VManta. There are no



other appropriate



vessels that are available



for charter at this late



date. However, there is



no funding to support



the operation of the



MANTA for this



purpose. Program



allocation of funds is not



adequate to operate the



vessel beyond already



allocated commitments



This project is absolutely dependent upon



the FOSTER ship time in FY2010. The



availability of ship time was a key factor in



this project being funded by CRCP. If this



project is not implemented in 2010, we



stand to lose future funding by CRCP. It



will also delay the potential



implementation of an important



management action for the protection of



coral reefs in US waters.



None Flower Garden Banks NMS Coral Disease



and Bleaching Monitoring
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



partner has already



committed to the



scheduled dates and



they are unlikely to



be available later this



FY.



without dedicated



funding from an outside



(i.e. grant, partner, etc.)



source.



NF-10-09-RACOW 8/2-12 GoM (Vicinity



of DWH Oil



Spill)



No.  Both the



scientific scope and



general location of



this project are



relevant to



addressing potential



ecological impacts of



the Deepwater



Horizon oil spill.  Due



to the spill and



related response



needs, we will be



remaining flexible to



conduct the survey



either in the western



Gulf of Mexico as



originally planned or



to shift the location



to the eastern



portion of the Gulf



(shelf waters from



Mississippi delta to



Y Yes if another NOAA



vessel or NANCY FOSTER



equivalent platform was



made available.



If this mission is not completed, we will be



unable to effectively address important



goals under NOAA's legal mandates (e.g.,



Clean Water Act, National Coastal



Monitoring Act, National Marine



Sanctuaries Act) to provide adequate



ecological characterizations of aquatic



living marine resources and ecosystem



stressors in the nation’s coastal ocean



waters.  Moreover, given the project’s



relevancy to the current Gulf of Mexico



oil-spill event, not conducting the project



would miss a tremendous opportunity to



apply NOAA’s existing assets to assisting



with oil-spill response and assessment



needs.



Highly recommend



this project remain as



scheduled due to its



congruent alignment



with the ecological



recovery efforts of the



DWH oil spill.



Regional Assessment of Coastal Ocean



Waters - GRNMS



This project is part of a series of



nationwide surveys aimed at assessing



the status of ecosystem conditions and



stressor impacts in coastal-ocean (shelf)



waters around the U.S.
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Tampa) depending



on where the



majority of oil ends



up. By doing so, in



addition to



addressing our



original project goals,



we will be providing



a basis for assessing



oil-spill impacts



throughout these



offshore waters and



thus assisting in



NOAA’s response



efforts.  At present,



our plan is to



incorporate a



probabilistic



sampling design



(consistent with



other components of



this ongoing offshore



ecological



assessment series) in



order to provide a



basis for making



unbiased statistical



estimates of the



spatial extent and



Document ID: 0.7.27.894.4







Updated on 14 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



magnitude of



condition relative to



the various



synoptically



measured variables



and corresponding



management



thresholds.



NF-10-10-CHS 


Leg I  & II



8/15-28 Florida Keys 


GoM



No. Deep Coral



Mapping of the



South Atlantic Bight



cannot be delayed as



funds cannot be



carried over. This is



the last cruise of the



fiscal year for the



program.



Y Yes possibly.  NF is one



of the few vessel



capable of mapping and



characterizing deep



coral ecosystems. This



includes the deep water



multibeam system and



fish acoustics systems.



No other NOAA ship



presently has this dual



capability. While it is



conceivably possible to



temporarily install these



systems on vessels of



opportunity, it would be



at considerable expense.



This information is critical and time



sensitive.  Failure to conduct this research



would impact the data that is used to



support and update the Fishery



Management Plan and designation of



Habitat Areas of Critical Concern by the



South Atlantic Fishery Management



Council. Also, data supporting  



subsequent biological monitoring and



coral sampling with the JASON ROV



onboard the NOAA Ship RON BROWN in



November 2010 will be lost as well as



severely impacting short-term



management measures and the



protection of mandated resources.



None
 Characterization of Shallow to Mid-Water



Seafloor Habitats of South Florida



NF-10-11-LF 8/31-9/11 SE Atlantic Yes.  The invasive



lionfish research



Y This project can NOT be



chartered due to the



Currently, there are no annual monitoring



programs focused on collecting baseline



Invasive Lionfish Population  Monitoring



Document ID: 0.7.27.894.4







Updated on 14 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Leg I & II could potentially be



delayed up to a



month with



acceptable impact to



the science, since



late



September/October



are very similar



seasons. Personnel



impact may be much



more detrimental as



we have transferred



money for NURC



support of our dive



operations and need



their participation to



complete the cruise.



So timing of all the



personnel would



need to be shifted



and may not be



possible.



type of operation



(personnel, equipment,



safety needs) and the



extent of the research



area that is examined



(Onslow Bay NC from 75



to 200 fsw). 



information on the hard bottom reef



communities.  Data collected will



definitely enhance the development and



continuation of such monitoring system



which is critical in detecting responses by



reef communities to climate change



of Mid-Atlantic Project



NF-10-12-NC 9/14-27 Project was canceled May 21 at request of



OAR/OER.



Norfolk Canyon



Ronald H. Brown RB-10-02



Tsunami Mapping



9/6-9/11;



with 4-day



extension,



dates would



Caribbean Yes; however, post-


earthquake data is



“very perishable”



No Yes, but impractical due



to expense. Original



scheduling of RB took



advantage of nearby



Reduces or eliminates opportunity for



NOAA to actively support risk analysis



around Port-au-Prince.



Ship could possibly be



retasked from post-


Fleet Inspection to



start of NTAS/MOVE
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Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



be 9/5-9/14 according to USGS PI. NTAS transit. cruise (San Juan, PR),



roughly 8/27-9/12.



RB-10-03



NTAS/MOVE



mooring



turnaround



9/12-9/26;



with 4-day



TSUCAR



extension,



dates would



be 9/15-9/29



Northwest



Tropical



Atlantic



No.  NTAS/MOVE



turnaround cruise



has already been



delayed 2X.  Relative



to the last



deployment on 29



June 2009, the



planned turnaround



cruise (15-29 Sep) is



beyond the 14 month



maximum interval,



and we already



expect some



unrecoverable data



loss.



Yes In principle, if charter



cruise were 9/15/2010



or sooner.   Approx cost



= $21K/day X 22 days =



$462K.



Irreplaceable loss of surface flux data from



10 year record, compromise in accuracy of



subsurface transport record, inability to



meet NOAA mission goals for Climate, and



Weather/Water for which the projects



were established.



Henry B. Bigelow HB-10-03 


Leg 1, 2, 3



Cetacean



Abundance



6/7-8/11 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-04 Habitat



Mapping



8/18-8/27 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-05 9/7-9/30 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP
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Comments



Leg 1,2



Autumn Bottom



Trawl & Acoustics



Survey
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NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



June 22, 2010



** For Internal Use ONLY **
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Topic Areas



• Marine Mammals and DWH



• Locations



• Testing for impacts



• Seafood sampling expansion



• Loop Current Dynamics



• Protected Species Status



• Seafood Safety Sampling



• NOAA Assets



•Planes, Vessels and Charters
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- Locations of whale sightings on leg 1 and recorder deployments.



- Track-line shown is the prescribed track and not the actual track (e.g., not showing nighttime survey



for EK60 oil data).



- Though no quantification of surface oil was performed surface sheen, weathered oil and a surface



layer of water that appeared to be laden with dispersant broken oil during the northern half of this



track-line were all observed. 
3
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Distribution of Bryde’s whale sightings from SEFSC spring vessel

surveys during 1996-2001. All the on-effort sightings are shown, though not all



were used to estimate abundance. Solid lines indicate the 100 m and 1,000 m



isobaths and the dotted line indicates the offshore extent of the U.S. EEZ. 
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Objectives

• 1. Incidence of exposure to oil - direct observation of contact and occurrence



of animals in oiled areas:



– a.By photodocumentation



– b.Visual and passive acoustic monitoring



– c. Satellite tags



• 2. Cetacean distribution related to oil exposure or other factors



– a.Passive acoustic



– b.Satellite tags



– c.Visual and passive acoustic monitoring



• 3. Develop information on population demographics of Sperm and Brydes

whales



– a.Tissue biopsy



• 4. Collect habitat information including surface hydrographic data, vertical



profiles of temperature, salinity, and dissolved oxygen, and collect acoustic



backscatter information to characterize water column productivity and prey



resources



– a.Collect habitat information



• 5. Conduct necropsy analysis and/or sampling of discovered carcasses.



– a.Conduct basic necropsy on delphinid carcasses and arrange for



retrieval/sampling of whale carcasses for onshore necropsy
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Deployment plan for



High-frequency



Acoustic Recording



Package (HARP) and



Marine Acoustic



Recording Units



(MARU)



Biopsy sampling



of sperm whales



on a February,



2010 cruise near



DWH seen in



upper left
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Seafood Sampling baseline:  Additional sites planned off the coasts of



Florida and Texas 
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Loop Current Discussion



for June 21, 2010



8



•Continued confirmation of a connection



on the southwest side between Eddy



Franklin and the Loop Current



• Despite this connection, the inflow from



Yucatan continues to mostly bypass



eddy Franklin and flow more directly into



the Florida Straits.



•There is potential for full reattachment



in the next few days to weeks.



• A portion of the slick has again become



entrained in Eddy Franklin 
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9
15 day surface drifter trajectories (starting points indicated by squares) 
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Turtles

Turtle Status



Total Verified Stranded Turtles 504



Total stranded turtles found dead 387



Total live stranded turtles currently in rehabilitation 106



Total live stranded turtles that died in rehabilitation 7



Total live stranded turtles released 4



Turtle Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 7



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



Number of full necropsies performed 59



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of



decomposition or unable to recover 46



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 265



Next flyovers will begin June 28
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Dolphins

Dolphin Status



Total Verified Dolphins 50



Total dead stranded dolphins 46



Total live dolphins currently in rehabilitation 1



Total live dolphins stranded that died in care 2



Total live released dolphins 1



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 25



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 7



Number of full necropsies performed 8



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of 



decomposition or unable to recover



5



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 3 


Next flyovers will begin June 28
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Whales 
Whale Status



Total Verified Whales 1



Total dead stranded whales 1



Total live whales currently in rehabilitation 0



Total live whales stranded that died in care 0



Total live released whales 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 0



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of decomposition or unable to recover 1



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage



warrants 0



• The NOAA Ship Pisces reported a dead 25 ft sperm



whale located 150 miles due south of Pascagoula,



MS on June 15, 2010. 



•
The whale was decomposed and heavily



scavenged by sharks. 



•
There was no oil in the vicinity.



• The whale was photodocumented, sampled



(skin/blubber, external swab), and marked with blue



paint to reduce resighting/resampling.



•
NOAA and the Unified Command Wildlife Branch



have had numerous reports of sperm whales



sighted swimming in the oil, but this is the first



confirmed report of a dead whale since the



Deepwater Horizon oil spill began.



•
Sperm whales are the only endangered resident



cetacean in the upper Gulf of Mexico.  Their prime



habitat and feeding area are in the upper Gulf



offshore area, they feed and live at depth in areas



where undersea and aerial dispersants and oil have



been present for many weeks, and they feed on



deepwater squid which may also be impacted by



the oil and dispersants. 



• The NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter sailed yesterday for



a multi-week cruise to do photo-identification,



assessments, and biopsy of sperm whales, Bryde’s



whales, and other offshore cetaceans as well as to



tag sperm whales and Bryde’s whales and to



conduct prey density studies. 
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June 21, 2010



• Chemical analyses of 20 fish and shellfish samples (composites) were completed and are currently

undergoing QA/QC review.



• Additional fish and shellfish samples continue to be processed for chemical analysis.



• Last week, an additional 206 seafood samples were processed and will be shipped to NWFSC for

chemical analysis.



• Three NWFSC staff will be departing today for Pascagoula, MS to continue assisting with seafood

sample processing.
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Concentrations (ng/g, wet weight) of selected polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons measured in edible

tissues of shellfish collected in the Gulf of Mexico region as part of the Deepwater Horizon MC Canyon

252- Seafood Safety Response 2010.



NPH = napthalene, FLU = Flourene, ANT/PHN = anthracene/phenanthrene, FLA = fluoranthene,

CHR = chrysene, BaP = benzo[a]pyrene, BAA = benz[a]anthracene, PYR = pyrene



Lower molecular weight AHs (LMWAHs) < 3 benzene rings; Higher molecular weight AHs (HMWAHs) > 3

benzene rings



Species Region



Collection



Date



Closure Area



Status NPH FLU ANT/PHN FLA PYR BAA CHR/Trphn BaP • LMWAHs • HMWAHs



Pink Shrimp



Chandeleur



Sound, MS



Sound - Baseline 1 <0.32 0.54 <0.18 <0.18 <0.27 <0.31 <0.28 3.6 < LOQ



White



Shrimp



Chandeleur



Sound, MS



Sound - Baseline 0.67 <0.25 0.43 <0.15 <0.15 <0.22 <0.25 <0.23 1.9 < LOQ



Pink Shrimp



Chandeleur



Sound, MS



Sound - Baseline 0.72 <0.23 0.43 <0.14 <0.13 <0.20 <0.23 <0.21 2 < LOQ



Pink Shrimp



Northern Gulf



of Mexico - Baseline 0.83 <0.20 0.4 <0.11 <0.11 <0.17 <0.19 <0.17 2.3 < LOQ



Pink Shrimp



Northern Gulf



of Mexico - Baseline 0.75 <0.26 0.38 <0.15 0.3 <0.22 <0.25 <0.23 2 0.68



Pink Shrimp - - Surveillance 0.96 <0.24 0.41 <0.15 <0.15 <0.22 <0.26 <0.23 2.5 < LOQ



Pink Shrimp - - Surveillance 0.78 <0.25 0.35 <0.15 <0.15 <0.23 <0.26 <0.23 2 < LOQ



Pink Shrimp



Northern Gulf



of Mexico - Surveillance 0.79 <0.25 0.37 <0.15 <0.15 <0.23 <0.26 <0.24 2.2 < LOQ



White



Shrimp - - Baseline 0.79 0.39 1.3 <0.13 <0.13 <0.20 <0.23 <0.20 5.2 < LOQ



White



Shrimp - - Baseline 0.76 0.22 0.58 <0.13 <0.13 <0.20 <0.23 <0.20 2.8 0.19



Brown



Shrimp - - Baseline 0.81 <0.22 0.53 <0.13 <0.13 <0.19 <0.22 <0.20 2.5 0.19



White



Shrimp - - Baseline 0.82 0.24 0.85 <0.13 <0.13 <0.19 <0.22 <0.20 3.1 < LOQ



Brown



Shrimp - - Baseline 0.63 <0.26 0.63 <0.17 <0.17 <0.25 <0.28 <0.25 2.1 < LOQ



Oyster - - - 1.2 2.3 7.17 0.75 0.98 0.4 1.9 <0.24 41 5.2
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 21 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Transit to AK for Grav-D mission.



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike PMCF, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike PMCF, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air Coastal mapping, Burlington, VT



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68



N46 


N43 


N56



N45



N57



N48
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 21 JUN 2010



EX

Indonesia 


ID Status Today



FA
Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 07/02 Seattle, WA.



SH
Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/25 for scheduled project.



MF Scheduled arrival 6/21 Seattle, WA. Departure 06/25 on scheduled project.



DY
Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/24 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 06/26 Pearl Harbor, HI



M2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/4 San Francisco



SE
Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA
Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA
Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 08/02



EX
Alongside Bitung, Indonesia. Departure 6/24 for scheduled project



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF



PC



DE



RB



TJ 
GU



R2



ID
 Status Today



DE
Underway enroute GOMEX for DWH seafood study. ETA Key West, FL 6/24 for



staging, ETD 6/25.



TJ
 Brief stop Pascagoula, MS today for personnel transfer/logistics, then continue



DWH acoustics and water sampling. ETA Key West, FL 7/2



HB Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF
Alongside Charleston, SC. Departure delayed to ~6/26 following repairs.



Expecting tasking for DWH ops.



RB
Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
Inport Mobile, AL for dry dock repairs. ETD from dry dock ~06/25. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 6/26. ETD to resume operations 06/29.



PC
 Departed 6/14 for scheduled project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 7/2



R2 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. ETD 6/22 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyoplankton



survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume scheduled work.



DY 


HA 


RA 


KA



SH
DJ



MF



M2 


SE 
Hawaii 


Bering Sea



FA
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Chartered Vessels and NOAA Small Boats



As of 19 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM R/V Brooks McCall In Port Fourchon, LA



BB M/V Bunny Bordelon In Houma, LA



CH R/V Cape Hatteras In Gulfport,MS



CA R/V Caretta NOAA Small Boat, DWH begins today



EN R/V Endeavor CTD casts by day, then AUV deployments at night



GY R/V Gandy CTD cast Reef Fish surveys out of Panama City, FL



JF R/V Jack Fitz Arriving Golden Meadow, LA



OV R/V Ocean Veritas Deep water sampling



RB M/V Rachel Bordelon In transit to Houma, LA



RC R/V Ryan Chouest Subsurface sampling off FL panhandle



WS R/V Walton Smith In Miami, FL



BB  CA



OV



= underway



= alongside



WS



RC



JF



CH



BM



EN GY



RB 
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations
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Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 Increase of 9 turtle strandings (2 dead in AL, 3 live and 4 dead in MS)



 Increase of 1 dead turtle collected during offshore bird and turtle surveys



 Increase of 1 dolphin stranding (1 dead unoiled stranded animal from MS uncollected but



photodocumented from June 19)



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



Sea Turtles



Total Turtle Numbers

504 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 10 from June



19 report)



 424 stranded* (increase of 9 from June 19)



o 383 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 6 from June 19)



o 41 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 3 from June 19)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 19)



 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 19)



 33 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 3 from June 19)



 80 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 1 from June 19)



o 73 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 19)



o 4 turtles collected dead (increase of 1 from June 19)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 19)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 383 dead stranded, 4 dead directed capture, and 7 that died



in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 19)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 19)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from June 19)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 19)



 265 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 7 from June



19)
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 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis.  Further results are pending.



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 5 dead stranded sea



turtle and 6 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 76 live sea turtles and



3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1- June 20 is 169. 



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically



stranding in the month of June (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

50 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 1 from June



19).



 46 were dead stranded* dolphins (increase of 1 from June 19)



 4 were live stranded dolphins (no change from June 19)



o 1 died shortly after stranding (no change from June 19)



o 1 euthanized upon stranding (no change from June 19)



o 1 stranded live and freed immediately (no change from June 19)



o 1 live and in care (no change from June 19)



1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no



change from June 19)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the
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jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 46 dead stranded and 2 live stranded dolphins that died or



were euthanized):



 25 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 19)



 7 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



19)



 8 full necropsies performed (no change from June 19)



 5 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (increase of 1 from June 19)



 3 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 19)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 19)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



19)



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from June 19)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 19)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 19)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Three of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the two dead animals were externally oiled pre- or post-mortem.   All



other necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 20 is 18.



 This is higher than the number of marine mammal strandings that have been documented



in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and



reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter



of 2010.



 The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in the month of



June (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins
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o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 20 is 1.



 There are no records of stranded whales in the Gulf of Mexico for the month of June



(2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 The Sea Turtle Late-Term Nest Collection and Hatchling Release Protocols for the



Florida Panhandle and Alabama are in final review with the Unified Command.  The



draft protocols lay out the plan to collect all nests deposited in the northern Gulf (AL



through FL panhandle), transport to the east coast of Florida, and release hatchlings into



the Atlantic upon emergence.  The USFWS is the lead for implementation of the plan.



 Training for the marine mammal carcass retrieval and sampling plan for dead marine



mammals will be conducted this week via webinar.
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report

6/21/2010



Information as of 6/20/10



Yesterday’s Activities Recap



Key Results

Critical Issues for Discussion/Action



.
. 


NOAA submitted its response to Entrix’s “Broader Gulf of



Mexico Water Column Study”  on 6/21.



Technical



Working



Groups



Field



Teams or



Ship



Deployed



Location Data collected



Lab sample inventory:



Total: 7,612 samples (61% water, 29%sediement)



Shoreline Surveys:



More than 1200 linear miles of shoreline surveyed as of



June 20, 2010.



Upcoming Activities



Marine



Mammals



and Sea



Turtles



Aerial



survey



Targeting oiled area No animals observed



Gordon



Gunter



Transects S of FL



panhandle



Acoustic surveys



• Technical working groups developing work plans and



identifying opportunities for restoration



• Field Teams



•Marine mammal and sea turtle flights M,W, Sat.



•Marine mammal photo-id and biopsy continuing



•Fish teams to Gulf Shores, AL and Biloxi, MS



B5 and Out of Scope


B5 and Out of Scope


B5 and Out of Scope
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission



Dates



Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N42RF



WP-3D Orion



Hurricane Season 6/6-9/30 N/A N/A N/A OMAO: Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf



Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would



delay Gulf Loop Current flights by several



days



N43RF



WP-3D Orion



CALNEX 4/23-6/30 7-11 June DWH tasking in GOM complete



Phase



Maintenance



7/1-7/31



Hurricane Season 8/1-9/30 N/A N/A N/A



N46RF



Twin Otter



Fuel Tank Install 6/15-6/30



COMIDA 7/1-9/30 Chukchi Sea,



Alaska



No, survey period is



defined by the



timing of the open



water season



No Yes, charter



options will be much



more expensive.



ONLY platform flying aerial surveys



offshore over the Chukchi Sea Planning



Area, and the /ONLY/ data that can be



used to estimate marine mammal



density/abundance and provide baseline



data for NMFS, MMS and other regulatory



agencies.



OMAO: Extending Multi Spectral Oil



Analysis flights beyond June 15 will



impact Alaska Marine Mammal surveys. 



Additionally, engine overhaul date will be



accelerated due to increased utilization



and installation of extended range fuel



tank will be delayed.
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission



Dates



Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N48RF



Twin Otter



CALNEX 5/4-7/20



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/31



Leatherback



Turtles



9/10-10/2



N56RF



Twin Otter



Steller Sea Lion 6/4-7/14 Alaska, SE to



western



Aleutians



No. Biological



constraints require 



7 June-14 July



survey window.



Yes No.  Charter pilots not



available with



specialized experience



required to safely



perform survey in the



western Aleutians.



NMFS currently consulting on the effects



of the $2 billion Alaskan groundfish



fisheries on the recovery of the western



SSL stock.  Lack of stock assessment data



could result in fishery restrictions which



would be at least controversial, and at



worst, the subject of litigation.



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/25



BWASP 9/1-9/30 Alaska,



Beaufort Sea



No Yes, another Twin Otter



charter company exists



in Alaska that has



conducted marine



mammal aerial surveys,



but there is no contract



vehicle



in place and they will be



considerably more



expensive.



Losing one year of data in this continuum



would interrupt collection of data that has



been used to investigate spatiotemporal



changes in the bowhead whale migration



over three decades.  This is a particularly



critical period in the Alaskan Arctic marine



ecosystem due to unknown but probable



impacts related to climate change.



N57RF



Twin Otter



NERW 10/1-6/30 OMAO:  DWH Marine Mammal flights



tasking resumed June 7.  Anticipated
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission



Dates



Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



schedule is approximately 5 flights every



14 days. 



Cetacean



Abundance



7/1-8/31 GA/SC border



to eastern Nova



Scotia including



Georges Bank



and the Gulf of



Maine (33
o

N –



45
o 


N Lat;



081
o
W – 058


o
W



Long)



No delay option



acceptable– the



survey is temporally



sensitive



Yes
 Yes. However



procurement limitations



prevent us from



chartering a twin otter



aircraft in time for the



survey.



This is the busy season for right whales--


every survey we do up here reduces the



risk of right whale ship strike. We have



committed to MMS that we were going to



do this survey this summer, and without



the twin otter aerial component, there is



no utility in conducting a small scale ship



based survey. We have committed to



providing a coastwide turtle survey this



summer (Congress and the fishing industry



will be highly critical of NMFS if we don't



do the survey).  Without this survey, the



last survey will be so old that we won't be



able to set a potential biological removal



(PBR) for most Atlantic marine mammal



species. If the Loop Current brings the oil



up the East Coast, it will be critical to have



conducted this survey in advance of the



oil.



BOWFEST 9/1-10/20 Barrow, Alaska No, No No alternate aircraft are



known that can



incorporate the



large triple-camera



mount system.



If no aerial surveys can be conducted in



2010, a



critical piece of a complex study program



will be lost.



N68RF



King Air



Coastal Mapping 10/1-9/30 Y Y



Would require



additional funding which



would vary depending



on the number of



storms. For 50 hours or



No pre or post storm damage assessment



imagery collected by NOAA.



Lidar acceptance testing: Impact - Cancel



acquisition of system or accepts system  as



is. Estimated cost of procurement is



Currently Deployed to Support DWH



collecting imagery being processed by



RSD personnel.



Impact - Imagery that has been



previously collected is being provided to
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission



Dates



Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



imagery estimated costs



are ~ $180K



$1.7M. If contract were canceled NOAA



would likely lose the funding for this



valuable new tool for IOCM projects. If



systems were accepted as is and there



were problems with the system, NOAA



would have to fund resolving the issues



with the system.



contractors for processing. In addition,



contractors have ARRA funded projects



that are being reviewed by RSD. Should



be able to sustain through the end of the



fiscal year.



OMAO: Risk of not meeting GPRA goals



for shoreline mapping.



N45RF



Jet Prop



GRAV-D 5/31-8/31
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NOAA Response Operations Activities Report

21 June



NOAA Response Operations Activities Report

21 June



Today’s Activities Upcoming Activities



Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


. .



•Report of submerged oil off Bon Secour Nat’l Wildlife



Refuge by Ben Rains (Mobile Press-Register) raises



concern about density of weathered oil and



consequences



•NIC MC252 Implementation Strategy



•Items in review:



oLetter from 22 Senators – under review at DOC



oLong-term oil trajectory – pending OMB comments



oLoop Current product – under review at DOC 


• Oiling:



oEscambia and Okaloosa counties (FL)



oReports of tar balls on ~4 miles of beach on



Horn Island  (MS)



oRe-oiling, no new shoreline  (AL)



• NRT call on NIC MC252 Implementation Strategy



(formerly Incident Specific Addendum to the NCP)



• Installation of inner riser on new mooring system



completed



• Post-hurricane boom issues (NIC)



• Dr Lubchenco in FL at FPCP and NHC 6/22



• Long-term oil movement release



• Release of Brooks McCall and Thomas



Jefferson data



Band of dark red oil as seen from this morning’s NOAA



overflight from Venice, LA



Photo: Debra Simecek-Beatty



Special Look:
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NOAA Data and Information Management Activities Report

June 21, 2010



Information as of June 21, 2010



Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


. . 


Regarding Data.gov, the site will be available at



www.data.gov/restorethegulf -- but will not go live until the actual



www.RestoreTheGulf.gov site goes live--live date unknown.



EPA identified four components they want to have added into



geoplatform.gov., and said to use the layer "EPA Sample Locations" that 



are available on the responder ERMA site until EPA completes work on



additional services that will contain the same points along with data.



Working to determine best depiction of historic fish data plots on



geoplatform.gov to allow emergency managers to see where various



species occur.



Coordinating with DOI on their request to add wetlands layer into the



Interactive Oil Spill Mapper on GeoPlatform.gov.



Working on highlight new data adds on the geoplatform.gov site.



A demo of geoplatform.gov is scheduled for Tracy Waring’s DWH



Integrated Services Team Tuesday June 22 at FEMA HQ.



Effort to consolidate BP and government geo spatial data is underway. 



Coast Guard migrating BP GIS capabilities and data into their



environment to share the data with ERMA government and public



viewers.  



Tentative meeting scheduled for Tuesday  June 22 evening  with Federal



Geospatial leads to discuss how take advantage of the energy and



interest and continue to build out the concepts of the Geospatial Platform.



None
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Daily Actions and Updates



7.7.2010



Includes Quad Slides from Data &



Information, International Affairs,



and NRDA
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NOAA Data and Information Management Activities Report

July 7, 2010



Information as of July 7, 2010



Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


. . 


Ongoing Activities



Reviewed USDA geospatial data sources report and will close the loop with OSTP and DHS.



The majority of the data is captured on the responder ERMA and/or the public facing



geoplatform.gov/gulf response.



Working to develop records management guidance for DWH website content



Coordinating with DOJ to develop a litigation hold data call internal to NOAA



Internal coordination with ORR for geoplatform and ERMA displays/presentations for ESRI



Conference in July



Developing PRFA Scope of Work for ERMA enhancements per USCG enhancement



requirements. This will go directly toward reimbursable funding for the response.



Working on Geoplatform.gov enhancements:



· Determining the best depiction of historic fish data points



· Highlighting new data layers



Confirmed  that data (listed below) approved for public  release by the Navy



requires no further coordination with the Navy for NOAA’s QA/QC



clearance/transparency process. Navy data currently being provided to NOAA:



· Navy Coupled Ocean Model (NCOM) output files



· Data from Navy buoys and gliders



Restorethegulf.gov  is now live. 


None
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NOAA International Activities Report



July 7, 2010



Today’s Activities Recap



1. Responded to several phone calls and emails from



various offices in State Department who are eager to



send Cuba the results of the Nancy Foster cruise. 



Have reiterated that the cruise is not yet complete,



and have asked State to send the links of two



websites to Cubans for access to near‐real time data.



2.
 Reviewing NIC Strategic Plan; will provide comments



by 8 July 2010.



3. Responded to FOIA request from



Upcoming Activities



1. Will work with NMFS and External Affairs to plan for



international participation in the Great American Seafood



Cook Off  scheduled for early August.



2.
 A final decision is  needed regarding State Department’s



suggestion to coordinate a direct link between the NIC



and a Cuban scientist.  Will close the loop on this issue.



3. Change in Nancy Foster cruise plan is expected as cruise



will likely be extended.  Will communicate to State any



revision to the cruise plan that would bring the vessel



back into Cuban EEZ.



Key Results



1. Reviewed draft document prepared by DWH staff for



briefing with Mexico scheduled for 19 July; DWH staff will



put document into clearance process as soon as possible.



2. Responses to Cuba’s follow up questions are still being



drafted.



3. Responded to NOAA FOIA # 2010‐00445; OIA has no



documents to disclose.



Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


1. Followed up with the Cuba Desk at State regarding



communication with Cuba on the refugee situation. 



Still no word from Havana on formal Cuba reaction,



but Cuba Desk anticipates they will request



additional information.  This request can be handled



in coordination with USCG.



. . 
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report

7/7/2010



Information as of 7/6/10



Weekend Activities Recap



Upcoming Activities



Key Results

Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


. . 


Inclement weather limiting NRDA field activities 


Technical



Working



Groups



Teams or



Ships



Deployed



Location Data collected



Shoreline 1 team TX coast near Sabine



Pass



Data sheets, waypoint



tracklogs, and photos.



Oil Sampling No teams 


Water



Column



Delaware



II



West Coast FL longline fishing for



tissue samples and



water sampling.



Brooks



McCall



Near source Deep water sampling;



rotating with Ocean



Veritas



Nancy



Foster



FL west coast Water sampling



Marine



Mammals



and Sea



Turtles



Gordon



Gunter



N of wellhead Abundance, photos,



waypoints, photos and



oil observations



· Technical working groups developing work plans and



identifying opportunities for restoration .



Approximately 10,000 total samples collected



to date.  64% water, 23% sediment, and less



than 5% tissue, oil and other matrices.
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Update through July 6, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 Increase of three turtle strandings (2 dead in MS, 1 dead in AL – late report from 7/5).



 No dolphin strandings were confirmed today.



 A dolphin was reported (July 5) but unconfirmed as being trapped behind boom in a



receding tide in Weeks Bay (off of Mobile Bay). The public opened the boom and left it



open for the dolphin to escape.  This report is not included in the tallies on either the



excel sheet or the word document.



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols. 



Discussions continue on expansion to the west into Texas.



Sea Turtles



Total Turtle Numbers (includes various corrections/edits from prior dates as data go through



QA/QC; these corrections are not reflected in increase-decrease statements, those statements



refer only to yesterday’s stranding/capture events)



604 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 3 from July 6



report)



 497 stranded* (increase of 3 from July 6 report)



o 443 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 3 from July 6 report)



o 54 of the stranded were found alive (no change from July 6 report)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from July 6 report)



 4 turtles released alive (no change from July 6 report)



 46 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from July 6 report)



 107 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (no change from July 6



report)



o 100 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from July 6 report)



o 4 turtles collected dead (no change from July 6 report)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from July 6 report)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 443 dead stranded, 4 dead directed capture, and 7 that died



in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from July 6 report)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from July 6 report)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from July 6 report)
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Update through July 6, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from July 6 report)



 325 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 3 from July



6 report)



 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis. Further results are pending.



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 9 dead stranded sea



turtle and 10 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 94 live sea turtles and



3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1- July 6 is 237. 



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically



stranding in the month of June (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

58 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area”



 53 were dead stranded* dolphins (increase of 1 from July 6 report)



 5 were live stranded dolphins (no change from July 6 report)



o 2 died shortly after stranding (no change from July 6 report)



o 1 euthanized upon stranding (no change from July 6 report)



o 1 stranded live and freed immediately (no change from July 6 report)



o 1 live and in care (no change from July 6 report)



1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no



change from July 6 report)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR
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Update through July 6, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 53 dead stranded and 3 live stranded dolphins that died or



were euthanized):



 27 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from July 6 report)



 11 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from



July 6 report)



 11 full necropsies performed (no change from July 6 report; previous number was an



error and this is the correct total)



 6 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from July 6 report)



 1 carcass to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (decrease of 1from July 6



report)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from July 6 report)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from July



6 report)



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from July 6 report)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from July 6 report)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from July 6



report)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Five of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the three dead stranded animals were externally oiled pre- or post-


mortem.   All other necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from July 1 - July 6 is 2



 The total number of strandings during this event is higher than the number of marine



mammal strandings that have been documented in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi,



Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this approximate time frame.  In part, this



may be a reflection of increased detection and reporting and the lingering effects of an



earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter of 2010.
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Deepwater Horizon MC252



 The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in  June (2003-


2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from July 1 - July 6 is 0.



 There are no records of stranded whales in the Gulf of Mexico for June (2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 On-water direct turtle capture operations under Unified Command’s Wildlife Branch



were not able to leave port today due to weather, as determined by BP.  Aerial operations



were grounded by weather as well.



 Nest translocations will resume this week in the northern Gulf, number of nests



translocated and number of hatchlings released by day have been added to the daily excel



spreadsheet on the Summary Total tab.  USFWS is working with the JIC to organize 



remote and in-person press events for Friday 7/9 and Monday 7/12, respectively.



 Necropsies of turtles resumed this week, summary totals will be updated at the end of



each week.  Formal reporting of necropsy results will be completed once necropsies from



each state have been completed, for all carcasses currently in Gainesville.  Public Affairs



has arranged for a New York Times interview on site with Dr. Brian Stacy in Gainesville



today.



 Observer training continues as new observers become available. The first two trained



observers remain on station, so they can accompany the In-Situ Burn Unit as soon as they



are deployed.



 The SER Stranding Coordinator will be arriving in Houma ICC today and will work with



the incident pathologist to review all marine mammal intake records and necropsy results. 
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NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



July 8, 2010



** For Internal Use ONLY **
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Topic Areas



• JAG Report: Sub Surface Monitoring Oxygen data



• Loop Current Dynamics



• Protected Species Status



• Seafood Safety Sampling



• Seafood Analysis of PAHs



• NOAA Assets



•Planes, Vessels and Charters
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Vertical profile show large



fluorescence peaks between



1100 and 1300m without a



coincident DO2 depression.



Vertical profile show DO2 depression



coincident with fluorescence



peaks between 1100 and 1200m.



Sub-Surface Monitoring of Dissolved Oxygen at the Deepwater



Horizon Site: Joint Analysis Group (JAG) Report



This is preliminary data that has not been fully reviewed in accordance



with NOAA’s pre-dissemination review protocols.



Vertical profile show DO2



depression occurring above



and below fluorescence peaks



between 1050 and 1200m.



Vertical profile showing two



DO2 depressions, one



coincident with fluorescence



peaks between 1050 and



1200m.



This report is subject to clearance by each individual agency contributing to the document.
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• Nominal climatological Spring



average values as a function



of depth for DO2, DO2



saturation, and Apparent



Oxygen Utilization (AOU)



including the ~1.4 mL/L



hypoxia line. This figure may



be useful for comparison to



past cruises and for future



cruises collecting DO2 data



near the well.
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Loop Current Discussion



for July 7, 2010
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• Eddy Franklin (EF) appears to be almost



completely detached from the Loop Current (LC).



• Drifter observations indicate that there is still



connectivity between EF and the LC.



•The small anticyclonic feature (84.5W,24.5N) is



still part of the Loop Current, but it appears that it



may soon be shed as a small ring



•The cyclonic eddy (CE) to the NE of EF, has



moved to the south and is less intense.



• AOML’s Nancy Foster cruise is now assessing



the connectivity between EF and the LC.



• There is a weak anticyclonic feature forming at 



27.5N 84.5W that may modify the already



complex dynamics in the eastern part of the Gulf
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15 day surface drifter trajectories (starting points indicated by squares) 
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Turtles



Turtle Status Total = 604



Verified Animals
 Stranded Captured



Total animals collected
 497
 107



Total dead animals
 443
 4 


Total live animals
 54 103



Total live animals stranded that died in care
 4
 3



Total live released animals
 4
 0



Total live animals currently in rehabilitation 46 100



Oiling Status



Total dead oiled animals
 9
 3



Total live oiled animals
 10
 94



Animal Necropsy Status



Number collected and unable to perform



necropsies (e.g., advanced decomposition)
 7



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis)
 17



Number of full necropsies performed
 59



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of  decomposition or unable to recover
 46 


Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition



stage warrants
 325



Flyovers delayed due to bad weather



and altitude restrictions. Rescheduled



to begin July 8.
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Dolphins



Dolphin Status



Verified Animals



Total animals collected
 58



Total dead animals
 53



Total live animals
 5



Total live animals stranded that died in care
 3



Total live released animals
 1



Total live animals currently in rehabilitation
 1



Oiling Status



Total dead oiled animals
 3



Total live oiled animals
 2



Animal Necropsy Status



Number collected and unable to perform



necropsies (e.g., advanced decomposition)
 27



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis)
 11



Number of full necropsies performed
 11



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of  decomposition or unable to recover
 6 


Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition



stage warrants
 1



Flyovers delayed due to bad weather



and altitude restrictions. Rescheduled



to begin July 8.
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Whales 
Whale Status



Total Verified Whales 1



Total dead stranded whales 1



Total live whales currently in rehabilitation 0



Total live whales stranded that died in care 0



Total live released whales 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 0



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of decomposition or unable to recover 1



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage



warrants 0



• The NOAA Ship Pisces reported a dead 25 ft sperm



whale located 150 miles due south of Pascagoula,



MS on June 15, 2010. 



•
The whale was decomposed and heavily



scavenged by sharks. 



•
There was no oil in the vicinity.



• The whale was photodocumented, sampled



(skin/blubber, external swab), and marked with blue



paint to reduce resighting/resampling.



•
NOAA and the Unified Command Wildlife Branch



have had numerous reports of sperm whales



sighted swimming in the oil, but this is the first



confirmed report of a dead whale since the



Deepwater Horizon oil spill began.



•
Sperm whales are the only endangered resident



cetacean in the upper Gulf of Mexico.  Their prime



habitat and feeding area are in the upper Gulf



offshore area, they feed and live at depth in areas



where undersea and aerial dispersants and oil have



been present for many weeks, and they feed on



deepwater squid which may also be impacted by



the oil and dispersants. 



• The NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter is currently on a



multi-week cruise to do photo-identification,



assessments, and biopsy of sperm whales, Bryde’s



whales, and other offshore cetaceans as well as to



tag sperm whales and Bryde’s whales and to



conduct prey density studies. 
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Seafood Sampling

July 7, 2010



• Chemical results of 26 fish and shellfish (next slide) were posted on the NWFSC website--
concentrations were well below the response level .



• Additional high priority sets of fish from closed area off Florida will undergo chemical analysis today.



• Additional fish and shellfish samples continue to be processed for chemical analysis.



Seafood samples: Status



"Received" bar represents all field samples sent to NWFSC



from NSIL. Red are samples for which we have chemical



results, and yellow are samples scheduled for analysis.



Samples are prioritized for analysis based on species,



location and status. Closed area samples receive highest



priority and are all analyzed.
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Concentrations (ng/g, wet weight) of selected polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons measured in edible tissues of fish and shellfish collected in

the Gulf of Mexico region as part of the Deepwater Horizon MC Canyon 252- Seafood Safety Response 2010



NPH = naphthalene, FLU = Fluorene, ANT/PHN = anthracene/phenanthrene, FLA = fluoranthene, CHR = chrysene, BAP = benzo[a]pyrene,

BAA = benz[a]anthracene, PYR = pyrene



Lower molecular weight AHs (LMWAHs) ≤ 3 benzene rings; Higher molecular weight AHs (HMWAHs) > 3 benzene rings



Species Site Collection Date 
Closure Area



Status 
NPH FLU ANT/PHN FLA PYR BAA CHR BAP • LMWAHs • HMWAHs



Sand Seatrout 99.1002.007 4-May-10 Baseline 0.88 0.18 0.38 <0.087 <0.086 <0.14 <0.16 <0.14 2.9 < LOQ



White Shrimp 99.1002.007 4-May-10 Baseline 0.91 <0.18 0.38 <0.098 <0.097 <0.16 <0.18 <0.16 2.8 < LOQ



White Shrimp 99.1002.007 4-May-10 Baseline 1.1 <0.18 0.4 <0.11 <0.11 <0.17 <0.20 <0.18 3.1 < LOQ



White Shrimp 99.1002.007 4-May-10 Baseline 0.92 <0.20 0.35 <0.12 <0.12 <0.19 <0.22 <0.20 2.8 < LOQ



Gulf Flounder 99.1002.009 4-May-10 Baseline 0.86 <0.19 0.37 <0.11 <0.11 <0.17 <0.20 <0.17 2.4 < LOQ



Gray Triggerfish 99.1002.009 4-May-10 Baseline 0.89 <0.20 0.31 <0.12 <0.12 <0.19 <0.22 <0.19 2.2 < LOQ



Lane Snapper 99.1002.009 4-May-10 Baseline 0.9 <0.19 0.39 <0.11 <0.11 <0.18 <0.20 <0.18 2.6 < LOQ



Red Snapper 99.1002.009 4-May-10 Baseline 0.82 0.16 0.36 <0.084 <0.083 <0.13 <0.15 <0.14 2.4 < LOQ



Sheepshead



Porgy 99.1002.009 4-May-10 Baseline 0.79 <0.20 0.32 <0.11 <0.11 <0.18 <0.21 <0.19 2 < LOQ



Sand Seatrout 99.1002.010 4-May-10 Baseline 1 0.24 0.44 <0.12 <0.12 <0.19 <0.22 <0.19 3.5 < LOQ



Silver Seatrout 99.1002.010 4-May-10 Baseline 0.86 <0.15 0.31 <0.086 <0.085 <0.14 <0.16 <0.14 2.3 < LOQ



Southern



Flounder 99.1002.010 4-May-10 Baseline 0.82 <0.16 0.34 <0.092 <0.091 <0.15 <0.17 <0.15 2.2 < LOQ



White Shrimp 99.1002.010 4-May-10 Baseline 0.81 <0.16 0.36 <0.092 <0.091 <0.15 <0.17 <0.15 2.3 < LOQ



King Mackerel 99.1002.011 6-May-10 Baseline 1.1 0.28 0.59 <0.13 <0.13 <0.20 <0.23 <0.21 4.1 < LOQ



Northern Kingfish 99.1002.016 6-May-10 Baseline 1.1 0.31 0.55 <0.11 <0.11 <0.18 <0.20 <0.18 3.8 < LOQ



Sand Seatrout 99.1002.007 4-May-10 Baseline 0.88 0.18 0.38 <0.087 <0.086 <0.14 <0.16 <0.14 2.9 < LOQ



White Shrimp 99.1002.007 4-May-10 Baseline 0.91 <0.18 0.38 <0.098 <0.097 <0.16 <0.18 <0.16 2.8 < LOQ



White Shrimp 99.1002.007 4-May-10 Baseline 1.1 <0.18 0.4 <0.11 <0.11 <0.17 <0.20 <0.18 3.1 < LOQ



White Shrimp 99.1002.007 4-May-10 Baseline 0.92 <0.20 0.35 <0.12 <0.12 <0.19 <0.22 <0.20 2.8 < LOQ



Gulf Flounder 99.1002.009 4-May-10 Baseline 0.86 <0.19 0.37 <0.11 <0.11 <0.17 <0.20 <0.17 2.4 < LOQ



Gray Triggerfish 99.1002.009 4-May-10 Baseline 0.89 <0.20 0.31 <0.12 <0.12 <0.19 <0.22 <0.19 2.2 < LOQ



Lane Snapper 99.1002.009 4-May-10 Baseline 0.9 <0.19 0.39 <0.11 <0.11 <0.18 <0.20 <0.18 2.6 < LOQ



Red Snapper 99.1002.009 4-May-10 Baseline 0.82 0.16 0.36 <0.084 <0.083 <0.13 <0.15 <0.14 2.4 < LOQ



Sheepshead



Porgy 99.1002.009 4-May-10 Baseline 0.79 <0.20 0.32 <0.11 <0.11 <0.18 <0.21 <0.19 2 < LOQ



Sand Seatrout 99.1002.010 4-May-10 Baseline 1 0.24 0.44 <0.12 <0.12 <0.19 <0.22 <0.19 3.5 < LOQ



Silver Seatrout 99.1002.010 4-May-10 Baseline 0.86 <0.15 0.31 <0.086 <0.085 <0.14 <0.16 <0.14 2.3 < LOQ



Southern



Flounder 99.1002.010 4-May-10 Baseline 0.82 <0.16 0.34 <0.092 <0.091 <0.15 <0.17 <0.15 2.2 < LOQ



White Shrimp 99.1002.010 4-May-10 Baseline 0.81 <0.16 0.36 <0.092 <0.091 <0.15 <0.17 <0.15 2.3 < LOQ



King Mackerel 99.1002.011 6-May-10 Baseline 1.1 0.28 0.59 <0.13 <0.13 <0.20 <0.23 <0.21 4.1 < LOQ



Northern Kingfish 99.1002.016 6-May-10 Baseline 1.1 0.31 0.55 <0.11 <0.11 <0.18 <0.20 <0.18 3.8 < LOQ
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 7 JUL 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 Hurricane Reco Flights, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV Hurricane Reco, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike No Flights Scheduled; Chanhassen, MN



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N68 King Air Maintenance, San Antonio, TX



N42



N43



N44



N47



N49



N52



N68



N56



N45



N48



N51



N46



N57
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 07 JUL 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF 


PC



DE



RB



TJ



GU


R2 


ID
Status Today



DE
Underway on DWH Seafood Safety survey.  Arrival 7/8 Pascagoula, MS



TJ
 Alongside Key West, FL. Departure 7/7 for scheduled hydro survey



project



HB
Alongside Newport, RI. Departure 7/7 for sea trials. Making preparations



for DWH response



NF
Underway on DWH Loop Current characterization. Diplomatic clnc rcvd



from Cuba/in process for Mexico. Arrival 7/12 Tampa Bay, FL



RB
Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 7/7 to resume DWH Marine



Mammal Assessment



PC Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 7/7 for scheduled project



R2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/17 Pascagoula, MS



IDS Status Today



FA
Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 7/7 for scheduled project



SH
Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/9 Eureka, CA



MF
Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/9 Eureka, CA



DY Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA
Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/21 for scheduled project



M2 Alongside San Francisco, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



SE
Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA
Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Bitung, Indonesia



HA 


RA 


KA 


DJ


MF



M2 


SEHawaii 


FA



EX

Indonesia



SH DY

Bering Sea
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Chartered Ship Positions



As of 7 JUL 2010



ID
 Type Status Today



BM
 M/V Brooks McCall
 Conducting water sampling operations



EN
 R/V Endeavor
 In port St. Petersburg, FL



FE
 R/V Ferrel
 In port Leighville



GY R/V Gandy
 Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



CA
 R/V Caretta
 DHW began 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



HB
 R/V Harold B
 Alongside in Port Fouchon for yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City. 



OV M/V Ocean Veritas
 Departing Port Fourchon, LA



JF OSV Jack Fitz
 Underway 1800. Conducting water sampling operations



RB
 OSV Rachel Bordelon In port Houma, LA



RT
 M/V Ridley Thomas
 Underway 1600.  Conducting water sampling operations



RC
 OSV Ryan Chouest
 Conducting water sampling operations



WB M/V Wes Bordelon
 Underway 1300.  Conducting water sampling operations



BB OSV Bunny Bordelon
Underway 0800.  Conducting water sampling operations



OV  HB  RB 



RT  FE



PE



CA



BM



JF



EN

GY



RC



WB



BB
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 7 JUL 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 Hurricane Reco Flights, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV Hurricane Reco, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike No Flights Scheduled; Chanhassen, MN



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N68 King Air Maintenance, San Antonio, TX



N42



N43



N44



N47



N49



N52



N68



N56



N45



N48



N51



N46



N57
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 07 JUL 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF 


PC



DE



RB



TJ



GU



R2 


ID
 Status Today



DE
 Underway on DWH Seafood Safety survey.  Arrival 7/8 Pascagoula, MS



TJ
 Alongside Key West, FL. Departure 7/7 for scheduled hydro survey



project



HB
 Alongside Newport, RI. Departure 7/7 for sea trials. Making preparations



for DWH response



NF
 Underway on DWH Loop Current characterization. Diplomatic clnc rcvd



from Cuba/in process for Mexico. Arrival 7/12 Tampa Bay, FL



RB
 Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 7/7 to resume DWH Marine



Mammal Assessment



PC Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 7/7 for scheduled project



R2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/17 Pascagoula, MS



IDS Status Today



FA
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 7/7 for scheduled project



SH
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/9 Eureka, CA



MF
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/9 Eureka, CA



DY Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/21 for scheduled project



M2 Alongside San Francisco, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



SE
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA
 Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Bitung, Indonesia



HA 


RA 


KA



DJ



MF 


M2 


SE Hawaii 


FA



EX

Indonesia



SH DY

Bering Sea 
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Chartered Ship Positions



As of 7 JUL 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM M/V Brooks McCall Conducting water sampling operations



EN R/V Endeavor In port St. Petersburg, FL



FE R/V Ferrel In port Leighville



GY R/V Gandy Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



CA R/V Caretta DHW began 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



HB R/V Harold B Alongside in Port Fouchon for yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City. 



OV M/V Ocean Veritas Departing Port Fourchon, LA



JF OSV Jack Fitz Underway 1800. Conducting water sampling operations



RB OSV Rachel Bordelon In port Houma, LA



RT M/V Ridley Thomas Underway 1600.  Conducting water sampling operations



RC OSV Ryan Chouest Conducting water sampling operations



WB M/V Wes Bordelon Underway 1300.  Conducting water sampling operations



BB OSV Bunny Bordelon Underway 0800.  Conducting water sampling operations



OV  HB  RB 



RT  FE



PE



CA



BM



JF



EN

GY



RC



WB



BB
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report – July 7, 2010

(Reporting Activities from July 6, 2010)



1. Technical Working Group Updates



Shoreline: One team conducted shoreline surveys along TX coast near Sabine Pass.



Oil forensics team: No active teams



Sediment: No active teams



Chemistry/Sampling: Approximately 10,000 total samples collected to date.  64% water, 23%



sediment, and less than 5% tissue, oil and other matrices.



Water Column: Status of sampling cruises below:



Brooks McCall (162'): At sea on Cruise 10 from 7/4 - 7/8. NRDA representative on board



Delaware II (155'): At sea on seafood sampling cruise, 6/25 - 7/10. NRDA representative on



board



Ocean Veritas (194'): In Port Forchuon – rotating with Brooks McCall



Nancy Foster (187'): At sea on cruise 1, 6/30 - 7/13. Water sampling off of FL West Coast



Gordon Gunter (224'): At sea on marine mammal cruise N of wellhead.



Fish:



 No active teams



Human Use:



 


SAV:



 No active teams



Mammals/Turtles:



 One overflight conducted today.  No marine mammals or turtles observed



 Next NRDA flight is scheduled for Thursday, 7/8



Shallow-Water Coral:



 Awaiting weather window to continue baseline sampling in the lower Keys.



Deep-Water Coral:



 No field activities. Leg One of an ROV survey of deepwater habitats, including



chemosynthetic and Lophelia sites in areas near the well-head planned for 7/16 -7/25.



B5
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N42RF



WP-3D Orion



Hurricane Season 6/6-9/30 N/A N/A N/A OMAO: Gulf Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would



delay Gulf Loop Current flights by several



days



N43RF



WP-3D Orion



CALNEX 4/23-6/30 7-11 June DWH tasking in GOM complete



Phase



Maintenance



7/1-7/31



Hurricane Season 8/1-9/30 N/A N/A N/A



N46RF



Twin Otter



Fuel Tank Install 6/15-6/30



COMIDA 7/1-9/30 Chukchi Sea,



Alaska



No, survey period is



defined by the



timing of the open



water season



No Yes, charter



options will be much



more expensive.



ONLY platform flying aerial surveys



offshore over the Chukchi Sea Planning



Area, and the /ONLY/ data that can be



used to estimate marine mammal



density/abundance and provide baseline



data for NMFS, MMS and other regulatory



agencies.



OMAO: Extending Multi Spectral Oil



Analysis flights beyond June 15 will



impact Alaska Marine Mammal surveys.



Additionally, engine overhaul date will be



accelerated due to increased utilization



and installation of extended range fuel



tank will be delayed.



N48RF



Twin Otter



CALNEX 5/4-7/20
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/31



Leatherback



Turtles



9/10-10/2



N56RF



Twin Otter



Steller Sea Lion 6/4-7/14 Alaska, SE to 


western



Aleutians



No. Biological



constraints require



7 June-14 July



survey window.



Yes No.  Charter pilots not



available with



specialized experience



required to safely



perform survey in the



western Aleutians.



NMFS currently consulting on the effects



of the $2 billion Alaskan groundfish



fisheries on the recovery of the western



SSL stock.  Lack of stock assessment data



could result in fishery restrictions which



would be at least controversial, and at



worst, the subject of litigation.



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/25



BWASP 9/1-9/30 Alaska, 


Beaufort Sea 


No Yes, another Twin Otter



charter company exists



in Alaska that has



conducted marine



mammal aerial surveys,



but there is no contract



vehicle



in place and they will be



considerably more



expensive.



Losing one year of data in this continuum



would interrupt collection of data that has



been used to investigate spatiotemporal



changes in the bowhead whale migration



over three decades.  This is a particularly



critical period in the Alaskan Arctic marine



ecosystem due to unknown but probable



impacts related to climate change.



N57RF



Twin Otter



NERW 10/1-6/30 OMAO:  DWH Marine Mammal flights



tasking resumed June 7.  Anticipated



schedule is approximately 5 flights every



14 days.



Cetacean



Abundance



7/1-8/31 GA/SC border



to eastern Nova



Scotia including



Georges Bank



No delay option



acceptable– the



survey is temporally



sensitive



Yes Yes. However



procurement limitations



prevent us from



chartering a twin otter



This is the busy season for right whales--



every survey we do up here reduces the



risk of right whale ship strike. We have



committed to MMS that we were going to



OMAO: Charter waiver granted by RADM



Bailey to NEFSC on 6/25 to charter Twin



Otter Aircraft for this survey.
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



and the Gulf of



Maine (33 
o

N –



45

o 


N Lat;



081

o

W – 058



o

W



Long)



aircraft in time for the



survey.



do this survey this summer, and without



the twin otter aerial component, there is



no utility in conducting a small scale ship



based survey. We have committed to



providing a coastwide turtle survey this



summer (Congress and the fishing industry



will be highly critical of NMFS if we don't



do the survey).  Without this survey, the



last survey will be so old that we won't be



able to set a potential biological removal



(PBR) for most Atlantic marine mammal



species. If the Loop Current brings the oil



up the East Coast, it will be critical to have



conducted this survey in advance of the



oil.



BOWFEST 9/1-10/20 Barrow, Alaska No,  No No alternate aircraft are



known that can



incorporate the



large triple-camera



mount system.



If no aerial surveys can be conducted in



2010, a



critical piece of a complex study program



will be lost.



N68RF



King Air



Coastal Mapping  10/1-9/30  Y Y



Would require



additional funding which



would vary depending



on the number of



storms. For 50 hours or



imagery estimated costs



are ~ $180K



No pre or post storm damage assessment



imagery collected by NOAA.



Lidar acceptance testing: Impact - Cancel



acquisition of system or accepts system  as



is. Estimated cost of procurement is



$1.7M. If contract were canceled NOAA



would likely lose the funding for this



valuable new tool for IOCM projects. If



systems were accepted as is and there



were problems with the system, NOAA



would have to fund resolving the issues



with the system.



OMAO:  Aircraft released from DWH



taking on 6/20.  Available for recall if



required.
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N45RF



Jet Prop



GRAV-D  5/31-8/31
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Gordon Gunter GU-10-03, 


Leg I-III



Marine Mammals



6/15-8/5 GOM NO YES NO Unable to provide marine mammal 


abundance & distribution information to



meet MMPA mandated mammal stock



assessment requirements.  Unable to



provide data & document long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM marine



mammal populations.



None Presently alongside Pascagoula June 5-14



conducting repairs and ABS inspection.



8/5-9 Fleet Inspection



GU-10-04



Leg I and II



Fall



Ichthyoplankton



8/24-9/30 GOM NO YES NO Unable to support current stock 


assessments for red snapper, king



mackerel, and vermillion snapper; and



future stock assessments for Spanish



mackerel, gray triggerfish, and red drum.



Would be unable to assess long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM



ichthyoplankton.



None



Pisces PC-10-03 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP Reef



Fish



6/14 – 7/25 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



PC-10-05 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4,  S Atlantic



Reef Fish



8/3 – 9/25 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working
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Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Oregon II R2-10-01 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP



Summer



Groundfish



6/15 – 7/17 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, king mackerel, yellowedge



grouper, and small coastal sharks.  Unable



to assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



GOM groundfish species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



7/24-8/5 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish. Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



8/7 – 9/29 GoM  NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish.  Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



Delaware II DE-10-05 Benthic 


Habitat 


6/14 – 6/25 NE Atlantic 


(Georges



Bank)



Yes, this is ongoing



research that will



continue into the



future



No Yes, require 6 berths,



crane, A-frame, CTD



operations, 220 v AC



power, and depth



sounder



Research aimed at understanding



relationship among juvenile Atlantic



cod/sea scallops/haddock and their



habitat, including invasive tunicate



Didemnum, with specific reference to



juvenile mortality



Delaying this cruise a year will prevent



the annual measurement of the



encroachment of the invasive species on



Georges Bank.



DE-10-07



ECOMON



8/16 – 9/1 NE Atlantic 


(Cape Hatteras 


No, this cruise is part



of both bi-monthly



and annual



Yes Yes. Hugh R. Sharp or



another research vessel



Interrupt a 40 year oceanographic and



plankton time series. Nulify attempts to



document hydrocarbon transport to the



None It should be recognized that this cruise



complements oil spill research that is
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Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



– Nova Scotia) environmental



monitoring time



series and provides



ground truth for



SeaWiFS.



Hydrocarbon



sampling is planned



off of the east coast.



NE U.S. Shelf; compromise SeaWiFS



ground truth, sea bird monitoring, efforts



to improve the assessments of yellowtail



flounder through oceanographic



monitoring; postpone efforts to begin



ocean acidification of the NE U.S. shelf.



being conducted in the Gulf of Mexico



DE-10-06  Herring



Hydroacoustic



Survey, Leg 1, 2



9/8 – 9/30 NE Atlantic 


(Georges



Bank)



No, temporally



sensitive in terms of



both an annual



survey and a multi-



year time series.



Yes No. Vessel capabilities



and acoustic signature



critically important



The Atlantic herring resource is valuable



as an economic resource and is highly



controversial due to its importance in the



ecosystem. Accurate estimates of the



stock is critical. Historically acoustic



surveys have been critical to the



assessment of those stocks. The impact of



the loss of this cruise will limit our ability



to determine the utility of this survey and



assessment of Atlantic herring.



None



Thomas



Jefferson



TJ-10-03



DWH Tasking



5/17 -5/28



5/23-5/28



GOM -



FGBNMS



No  - Impact on



successive projects



does not allow for



delay without impact



to those projects.



No FGBNMS, though OCS,



could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the snm of



production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



The DWH tasking for the remainder of this



leg will result in 75 square nmi, of a



planned 150 square nmi, not being



surveyed,



The collection of a combination of



multibeam and backscatter survey data



was scheduled to take place on board the



TJ, to map several reefs and banks in the



NW Gulf of Mexico, all of which will be



DWH tasking occurred



from  5/23 to 5/28 to



deploy navy gliders,



current drifters and



profiling floats.



The FGBNMS project DAS have already



been lost due to a week of downtime



caused by generator problems, then the



initial 6 DAS the TJ diverted to deploy



Navy gliders and drifters.  Plans  are in



place to make up 6 days lost prior to



DWH tasking during TJ-10-02 leg 5, 6/14-



7/02
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Delay Option?
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Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Estimated cost $1.5M targeted for habitat characterization and



ground truthing operations in the future.



These operations will not be undertaken



until the surveys have been completed.



TJ-10-02 6/01-6/11, 


leg 4 


GOM  No  No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 75 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed.



DWH Tasking



Occurred 6/1-6/11 to



conduct Western



Sentry project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Imperative that



the ship be given at time to  “square off”



the existing hydrographic project. TJ is



the only vessel that can complete the



work.



TJ-10-02 6/14-7/02, 


leg 5 


GOM  No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $0.5M



Estimated cost for



FGNMS survey is $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 25 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed,



Cancelling project leg will also result in a



loss of 6 DAS planned to support FGNMS



project to make up for the time lost to



mechanical repairs resuliting in 75 square



nmi,of the planned 150 square nmi, from



being completed.



DWH Tasking



scheduled for 6/14-



7/02 to conduct



additional work on the



Western Sentry



project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Two days will be



allocated for the ship to “square off” the



existing hydrographic project before



resuming the DWH Western Sentry



project.  Total DWH tasking has resulted



in a production loss of 100 square nmi.



The production loss can be replaced



through contracting at a total cost of



$2.0M (100 square nmi).



Total cost to contract FGNMS project is
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Time Series
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Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



$3.0M (150 square nmi).



TJ-10-04 Leg I-IV  7/7-8/31  Key West Area Yes – The project 


could be delayed but



the delay would be at



the expense of the



successive project or



a reduction of the



project as planned.



No No – Vessel capability



and planned equimpent



test and evaluation not



possible though contract



for this project,



The Key West project is an IOCM project



with several partners, including the



planned testing of new technologies.



Although the project could be delayed,



OCS believes it is important to complete



the project this year using the equipment



and personnel currently on the TJ



Canceling the project will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 220 square nmi



not being completed.  This loss of



productiion could be contracted at a cost



of $4.4 M



OCS could



accommodate 2 more



legs of DWH response



with minimal impact.



Delay the start of the



Key West Project by a



leg and delay the



return to Norfolk by a



leg.



Approaches to Key West. Arrive  Norfolk



8/31



Estimated average loss of production per



leg tasked is between 30 to 60 square



nmi.



TJ-10-05



Leg I



9/9-17  Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi-



year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 20 square nmi



not being completed.



TJ is scheduled to transit from Key west



to  Norfolk VA on or about 8/26



TJ-10-05  9/20-30 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi- 


No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



Estimated cost to contract lost



production if tasked for both legs is
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Leg 2 year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



measures and will result 30 square nmi



not being completed.



$0.9M (50 square nmi)



Nancy Foster  NF-10-06-PR 


Leg I



6/21-7/2  GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



various contracts



used to support this



project.



Y Would require charter  if 


NF tasked. This could be



reworked to use the



State of Florida vessel



R/V Weatherbird under



our existing IDIQ



contract.  To get the



same amount of



mapping done we would



get on the Foster would



require an additional



$62K.  This estimate is



based on our contract



day rate of $12.5K for



seven days at sea and



subtracting the existing



$25.5K obligated to USF.



Timing is not a great



concern; we can do it



whenever the ship is



available in St.



Petersburg, FL.



The impact of not doing the work will



mean a loss of knowledge of any deep



coral or sponge habitat in the target area



(between Steamboat Lumps MPA in the



north to existing Pulley Ridge HAPC map



coverage in the south).  A total of $30,000



in Coral Reef Conservation Program



funding was obtained for the project, and



$25.5k has already been obligated for data



collection and processing.



None This is Andy David’s shiptime, not



FGBNMS
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NF-10-07-TER  7/6-20  Tortugas/GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



contracts involving



ROV rental, travel



arrangements,



supplies and etc.



Y  None Biogeography Analysis of Tortugas



Ecological Reserve



NF-10-08-



FGBNMS



7/12-29  GoM Delaying Flower 


Garden Banks data



collection for this



project could result



in a loss of $200k of



Coral Program



allocated funds. The



shallow-water diving



leg (late July) could



potentially be



accomplished later



this FY. The tech



diving leg (mid July)



may be delayed .



Y Would require charter or



non-budgeted



expenditure  if NF is not



available. The project



could possibly be



completed by the



FGBNMS vessel R/V



Manta.  There are no



other appropriate



vessels that are available



for charter at this late



date. However, there is



no funding to support



the operation of the



MANTA for this



purpose. Program



allocation of funds is not



adequate to operate the



vessel beyond already



allocated commitments



without identifying a



This project is dependent upon the



FOSTER ship time in FY2010. The



availability of ship time was a key factor in



this project being funded by CRCP. If this



project is not implemented in 2010, we



stand to lose future funding by CRCP. It



will also delay the potential



implementation of an important



management action for the protection of



coral reefs in US waters.  The baseline



data would not be available for input into



potential pre-exposure monitoring.



None Baseline assessment of fish and benthic



communities.  This baseline assessment



is also important for input into the pre-



exposure assessment of communities in



response to the DWH spill.
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further funding (i.e.



grant, partner, etc.)



source.



NF-10-09-RACOW 8/2-12 GoM (Vicinity 


of DWH Oil



Spill)



No.  Both the



scientific scope and



general location of



this project are



relevant to



addressing potential



ecological impacts of



the Deepwater



Horizon oil spill.  Due



to the spill and



related response



needs, we will be



remaining flexible to



conduct the survey



either in the western



Gulf of Mexico as



originally planned or



to shift the location



to the eastern



portion of the Gulf



(shelf waters from



Mississippi delta to



Tampa) depending



on where the



majority of oil ends



Y Yes if another NOAA



vessel or NANCY FOSTER



equivalent platform was



made available.



If this mission is not completed, we will be



unable to effectively address important



goals under NOAA's legal mandates (e.g.,



Clean Water Act, National Coastal



Monitoring Act, National Marine



Sanctuaries Act) to provide adequate



ecological characterizations of aquatic



living marine resources and ecosystem



stressors in the nation’s coastal ocean



waters.  Moreover, given the project’s



relevancy to the current Gulf of Mexico



oil-spill event, not conducting the project



would miss a tremendous opportunity to



apply NOAA’s existing assets to assisting



with oil-spill response and assessment



needs.



Highly recommend



this project remain as



scheduled due to its



congruent alignment



with the ecological



recovery efforts of the



DWH oil spill.



Regional Assessment of Coastal Ocean



Waters - GRNMS



This project is part of a series of



nationwide surveys aimed at assessing



the status of ecosystem conditions and



stressor impacts in coastal-ocean (shelf)



waters around the U.S.
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up.  By doing so, in



addition to



addressing our



original project goals,



we will be providing



a basis for assessing



oil-spill impacts



throughout these



offshore waters and



thus assisting in



NOAA’s response



efforts.  At present,



our plan is to



incorporate a



probabilistic



sampling design



(consistent with



other components of



this ongoing offshore



ecological



assessment series) in



order to provide a



basis for making



unbiased statistical



estimates of the



spatial extent and



magnitude of



condition relative to



the various
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synoptically



measured variables



and corresponding



management



thresholds.



NF-10-10-CHS



Leg I  & II



8/15-28  Florida Keys 


GoM 


No. Deep Coral



Mapping of the



South Atlantic Bight



cannot be delayed as



funds cannot be



carried over. This is



the last cruise of the



fiscal year for the



program.



Y Yes possibly.  NF is one



of the few vessel



capable of mapping and



characterizing deep



coral ecosystems. This



includes the deep water



multibeam system and



fish acoustics systems.



No other NOAA ship



presently has this dual



capability. While it is



conceivably possible to



temporarily install these



systems on vessels of



opportunity, it would be



at considerable expense.



This information is critical and time



sensitive.  Failure to conduct this research



would impact the data that is used to



support and update the Fishery



Management Plan and designation of



Habitat Areas of Critical Concern by the



South Atlantic Fishery Management



Council. Also, data supporting



subsequent biological monitoring and



coral sampling with the JASON ROV



onboard the NOAA Ship RON BROWN in



November 2010 will be lost as well as



severely impacting short-term



management measures and the



protection of mandated resources.



None Characterization of Shallow to Mid-Water



Seafloor Habitats of South Florida



NF-10-11-LF



Leg I & II



8/31-9/11  SE Atlantic Yes.  The invasive 


lionfish research



could potentially be



delayed up to a



month with



Y This project can NOT be



chartered due to the



type of operation



(personnel, equipment,



safety needs) and the



Currently, there are no annual monitoring



programs focused on collecting baseline



information on the hard bottom reef



communities.  Data collected will



definitely enhance the development and



Invasive Lionfish Population  Monitoring



of Mid-Atlantic Project
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acceptable impact to



the science, since



late



September/October



are very similar



seasons. Personnel



impact may be much



more detrimental as



we have transferred



money for NURC



support of our dive



operations and need



their participation to



complete the cruise.



So timing of all the



personnel would



need to be shifted



and may not be



possible.



extent of the research



area that is examined



(Onslow Bay NC from 75



to 200 fsw).



continuation of such monitoring system



which is critical in detecting responses by



reef communities to climate change



NF-10-12-NC  9/14-27 Project was canceled May 21 at request of 


OAR/OER.



Norfolk Canyon



Ronald H. Brown RB-10-02 


Tsunami Mapping



9/6-9/11;



with 4-day



extension,



dates would



be 9/5-9/14



Caribbean Yes; however, post- 


earthquake data is



“very perishable”



according to USGS PI.



No Yes, but impractical due



to expense. Original



scheduling of RB took



advantage of nearby



NTAS transit.



Reduces or eliminates opportunity for



NOAA to actively support risk analysis



around Port-au-Prince.



Ship could possibly be



retasked from post-



Fleet Inspection to



start of NTAS/MOVE



cruise (San Juan, PR),



roughly 8/27-9/12.



Document ID: 0.7.27.919.11







Updated on 06 July 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



RB-10-03



NTAS/MOVE



mooring



turnaround



9/12-9/26;



with 4-day



TSUCAR



extension,



dates would



be 9/15-9/29



Northwest



Tropical



Atlantic



No.  NTAS/MOVE



turnaround cruise



has already been



delayed 2X.  Relative



to the last



deployment on 29



June 2009, the



planned turnaround



cruise (15-29 Sep) is



beyond the 14 month



maximum interval,



and we already



expect some



unrecoverable data



loss.



Yes In principle, if charter



cruise were 9/15/2010



or sooner.   Approx cost



= $21K/day X 22 days =



$462K.



Irreplaceable loss of surface flux data from



10 year record, compromise in accuracy of



subsurface transport record, inability to



meet NOAA mission goals for Climate, and



Weather/Water for which the projects



were established.



Henry B. Bigelow HB-10-03 


Leg 1, 2, 3



Cetacean



Abundance



6/7-8/11 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-04 Habitat



Mapping



8/18-8/27 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-05



Leg 1,2



Autumn Bottom



9/7-9/30 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP
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Trawl & Acoustics



Survey
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N42 WP-3D 


N43 WP-3D 


N46 Twin Otter 


N48 Twin Otter 


N56 Twin Otter 


N57 Twin Otter 


N68 King Air 


Bigelow 


Delaware II 


Underway on DWH Seafood Safety survey.  Arrival 7/8 Pascagoula, MS



Brown 


Foster 


Underway on DWH Loop Current characterization. Diplomatic clnc rcvd from Cuba/in process for Mexico. Arrival 7/12 Tampa Bay, FL



Gunter 


Underway on DWH Marine Mammal Assessment Leg 2. Departure Pascagoula 7/7 to resume assessment.



Jefferson 


Alongside Key West, FL. Departure 7/7 for scheduled hydro survey project



Oregon II 


Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/17 Pascagoula, MS



Pisces 


Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 7/7 for scheduled project



NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



Oct Nov
Sep 


Fall Plankton



Aug 


Marine Mammals F.I. 


Jul 


Key West 


DWH Multi Spectral Oil 


Harbor Seals 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities



DWH Marine Mammal Surveys 


Leatherback Turtles Autopilot Maintenance



NERW



Groundfish 


Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection Tsunami/Trop. Atl



DWH Loop Current DWH Corals FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



R/V Gandy 


Chesapeake Bay



South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



Longline Shark / Red Snapper



NOAA Line Office Assets



DWH Multi Spectral Oil BWASP 


Hurricane Season



CALNEX 


Cetacean Abundance 


R/V HST 


SEAMAP Reef Fish 


Steller Sea Lions 


Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



ECOMON 


OMAO Assets (as of 7/7/10)



BOWFEST Engine Overhaul



Corrosion Inspection



Phase Maintenance Hurricane Season



Fuel Tank / Maintenance 


Nov
Oct Jul Aug Sep 


7/25/2012
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NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 6/21.



Scheduled to conduct trap/video surveys out of Panama City the reamainder of the month.



25' Parker



R/V Caretta 


R/V Harold B 


7/25/2012



Document ID: 0.7.27.919.12







NOS small boat w/ twin outboards in Charleston, SC, available for deployment and trailerable



No update 7/7



Conducting Water Sampling Operations



Underway 0800.  Conducting water sampling operations



No update 7/7



In port St. Petersburg, FL



In port Leighville



Underway 1800.  Conducting water sampling operations



Departing Port Fouchon.  Conducting water sampling operations



LOOP current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



In port Houma, LA



Underway 1600.  Conducting water sampling operations



Conducting Water Sampling Operations



No update 7/7



Conducting Water Sampling Operations



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.



Monitoring and sampling oceanographic conditions



Wes Bordelon 


Beau Rivage 


Jack Fitz 


25' Parker 


NAVO Gliders 


Brooks McCall 


Ryan Chouest 


Bunny Bordelon 


Cape Hatteras 


Rachel Bordelon 


Endeavor 


Ocean Veritas 


Ridley Thomas 


IOOS Gliders 


Walton Smith 


Ferrel 


Pelican 


Jul 


Other Assets

Nov
Oct Aug Sep 


7/25/2012



Document ID: 0.7.27.919.12







7/25/2012



Document ID: 0.7.27.919.12







Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Delaware

II



June18 tbd DE-10-05 Benthic Habitat Underway on DWH Seafood Safety Survey



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water



Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3. 



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning
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Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



tbd Hurricane Season Gulf Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would delay



Gulf Loop Current flights by several days. 



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April July 23 Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N48RF



Twin



Otter



July 23 August 30 Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys N48RF to relieve N46RF upon completion of



CALNEX project.  BWASP project begins in



Alaska in early September



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September



30



Northeast Right Whale DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



resumed June 7. Anticipated schedule is



approximately 5 flights every 14 days. 



N68RF



King Air



April September



30



National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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Deepwater Horizon MC 252



Seafood Safety



Strategy for Preventing Entry of Tainted Seafood into the Market Place



I. Overview



As part of the federal government’s comprehensive efforts to ensure seafood safety, the National



Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), has



taken an aggressive and precautionary approach working with other Federal and State agencies to



protect consumers from adulterated and unsafe seafood, while minimizing undue economic burden on



any impacted seafood industries.  NOAA Fisheries began taking action immediately following the spill. 



This document summarizes the strategic approach being employed for fishery closures and



enforcement, and a seafood safety program.



II. Strategy for Fishery Closures and Enforcement



The strategy for seafood safety centers on a first line of defense of closing areas in the Gulf of Mexico to



fishing that are oiled or projected to be oiled based on NOAA’s three day trajectory models and a



composite of the initialization oil spill location files.   Closing oiled areas and areas projected to be oiled



to fishing is the primary tool employed by NOAA for preventing the entry of adulterated and unsafe fish



and fishery products into the market place. The fishery closures are made under the authority of the



Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. 



NOAA undertakes a daily review of the oil projections and posts daily changes to the closed area (or no



change) to the NOAA Fisheries Southeast Regional Office website (sero.nmfs.noaa.gov) by noon EST with



any change effective 6pm EST so that fishermen can know where it is safe and legal to fish. In addition,



Fishery Bulletins, NOAA weather radio, and other communication tools are used to disseminate closure



information.  Additional measures to publicize closure information include translation of closure



information into Vietnamese and Spanish and coordination with the External and Public Engagement



Function Teams and the Regional Function Team including the Sea Grant Extension Program.



NOAA Fisheries first closed fisheries under emergency rule, promulgated on May 2, 2010.  NOAA



Fisheries has since revised the closure area 18 times, with presently 34% of the Gulf of Mexico closed to



fishing as of July 04, 2010.  NOAA Fisheries closed areas are based on NOAA’s three day surface oil



trajectory forecasts and composite of the initialization oil spill location files, which provide



approximately a 5 mile buffer area around the known or projected oil locations as a further precaution. 



Closed areas may be re-opened if (1) information shows projected areas to be oiled were never oiled or



(2) once an oiled area is free of oil and samples taken from an area are deemed safe under the



NOAA/FDA re-opening protocol (copy attached).



NOAA Office of Law Enforcement, in conjunction with the states through Joint Enforcement



Agreements, and the United States Coast Guard are monitoring the closed Federal areas to ensure that



fishermen are not fishing within those areas and will take enforcement action against fishermen



violating the closure boundary, including confiscating their catch to ensure tainted seafood does not



enter the market. 



In order to carry out the fisheries closure and enforcement strategy, management responsibilities have



been assigned as follows:
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- Closures- Deputy Assistant Administrator for Operations,  NMFS/LMR Issue Team Lead



Regional Administrator for the Southeast Regional Office



- Enforcement- Deputy Assistant Administrator for Operations,  NMFS/LMR Issue Team Lead



Acting Director of the Office of Law Enforcement



Southeast Region, Special Agent in Charge



- Coordination



o LMR Issue Team External and Public Engagement Function Teams



o Regional Function Team



III. Strategy for Seafood Safety Program



NOAA is executing a seafood safety program to ensure that the Fishery Closed Area is effectively



encompassing affected fish and provide an additional precaution fish outside of the Fishery Closed Area



if tainted from entering into the market. 



The Seafood Sampling Program consists of four elements:



1. Surveillance sampling inside the closed area for the purpose of understanding how fish in



the closed area compare to the Re-opening Protocol standards- sensory and chemical.



2. Surveillance sampling outside the closed area for the purposes of understanding how fish



outside the closed area compare to the Re-opening Protocol standards- sensory and



chemical.  Above standard levels would trigger a review for expanding the closure area.  This



serves as a further precautionary measure for preventing tainted seafood from entering the



market.



3. Re-opening Sampling in the Closed Area where oil no longer exists for the purpose of re-


opening. If samples test at or below the Re-opening Protocol Standards. 



4. Dockside and other monitoring for the purpose of complementing at sea surveillance of fish



outside of the closed area using Fisheries Port Agents in conjunction with observer and



vessel monitoring system data.  In addition to NOAA’s largely at sea surveillance effort, the



U.S. Food and Drug Administration is instituting market place controls at primary processors



through HACCP system evaluations to determine effectiveness of preventing tainted



product from entering commerce.  NOAA and FDA are working with State authorities to



determine how best the States to identify ways that State authorities may be used to



complement the Federal effort.



In order to achieve the strategy for the Seafood Safety Program, activities must be coordinated between



five organizational units within the NOAA Fisheries Service-- the Southeast Regional Office (SERO);



Northwest Fisheries Science Center (NWFSC); the Southeast Fisheries Science Center (SEFSC); the



National Seafood Inspection Lab (NSIL); and the Seafood Inspection Program (SIP).  For effective



management of the Seafood Safety Program a program manager has been appointed to lead and



manage the five elements of the program.  The Program Manager is supported by an oversight group of



NOAA Fisheries Service senior leadership and program directors. 
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A strategic plan for the Seafood Safety program is being developed that will further outline the program



management responsibilities and program activities and milestones, including a surveillance sampling



schedule for July through September; work load estimates for processing and analysis including lab



requirements; performance metrics and budget requirements, etc.



The diagram below provides a summary of the program structure.



Seafood Safety Program



Deputy Assistant Administrator

for Operations, NMFS



Chief Science Advisor, NMFS



Director SERO



Director NWFSC



Director SEFSC



Director NSIL



Director SIP



Oversight 


Program Team:



SERO- Team member



NWFSC- Team member



SEFSC- Team member



NSIL- Team member



SIP- Team member



Program

Manager



Program Manager:

Leadership and Program



Management



Requirements



•Re-opening



•Surveillance



•Inside closed area



•outside closed area



•Dockside Monitoring



•Additional Coordination



•SEFSC Surveys



•NRDA



Vessel Deployment



• Depart



• Return- area/samples



Processing



Results



Sensory Chemical
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Dispersant Studies: The issue of dispersants during the DWH MC 252 oil spill has possible wide ranging



implications to the Gulf ecosystem and has possible implications for seafood safety.  The Southeast



Fishery Science Center (SEFSC) and Northwest Fishery Science Center (NWFSC) are collaborating on



studies on the impacts of dispersants on living marine resources as part of this seafood safety program.



The studies will focus on the uptake and fate of dispersants in concentrations in fish and shellfish similar



to possible concentrations near sub-surface and surface deployments; as well as determining the



toxicity of dispersants to eggs, larvae and post-settlement juveniles of selected species of Gulf of Mexico



fish and crustaceans.  The issue of dispersants is being coordinated with the Science Issue Team.



NRDA: Fishery survey data for both the seafood safety program and other routine SEFAC surveys



conducted in the Gulf will be made available, as appropriate, for NRDA purposes and to support the



NRDA Issue Team.



Coordination Requirements: The LMR Issue Team/ Seafood Safety Program will coordinate and require



coordination from the following Issue and Function Teams:



- Science



- NRDA



- External and Public Engagement Function Team



- Regional Function Team
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From: Grace Wahlbrink <Grace.Wahlbrink@noaa.gov>

Subject: Daily ACTIONS and UPDATES 6.28.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>
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Hi,







Adding one item to our daily report sent a while ago:



















External Affairs received 3 e-mails over the weekend, along with about 1,000 form letter

messages titled either "Save all wildlife in the oil spill" or "Recover all sea turtles from

Gulf burn boxes."  We've responded to all of the individual e-mails, and are in the

process of drafting a response for the form letters.  Topics included suggestions for

fixing the leak and wildlife rescue concerns.  We are consulting with federal partners in

DoI and NOAA Fisheries to generate appropriate responses. 















From: Caren Madsen [mailto:Caren.Madsen@noaa.gov]

Sent: Monday, June 28, 2010 2:55 PM

To: 'dwh.staff@noaa.gov'

Cc: 'Andrew Winer'

Subject: Daily DWH External Engagement report attached
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Daily Actions and Updates



6.28.2010
6.28.2010



Includes Quad Slides for Data &



Information, LMR, and NRDA
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NOAA Data and Information Management Activities Report

June 28, 2010



Information as of June 28, 2010



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


.
. 


Revised War Room Dashboard desktop prototype was demonstrated



Continuing to work with USCG to establish a formal process for data feed of BP data to



geoplatform.gov (public facing ERMA)



Tropical storm tracks are now on the public ERMA (geoplatform.gov/gulfresponse)



None 


Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Tentative scheduled meeting to demonstrate War Room Dashboard desktop prototype to



Dave Kennedy



Internal coordination for geoplatform and ERMA displays/presentations for ESRI Conference



in July



Developing PRFA Scope of Work for ERMA enhancements per USCG discussions



Working on Geoplatform.gov enhancements:



• Determining the best depiction of historic fish data points



• Coordinating with DOI on their request to add wetlands layer



• Working with EPA to add EPA’s sample data and locations



Data.gov site will be available at www.data.gov/restorethegulf-- but will not go live until the



actual www.RestoreTheGulf.gov site goes live—Tentative live date is July 6



ERMA (geoplatform.gov/gulfresponse) can be made available to data.gov



Determining Navy and NOAA data clearance/transparency policy consistency



Initial War Room Dashboard desktop prototype provided to War Room



ERMA team is working with Incident Commands to optimize the syncing of



posting data on the responder site so it can get to the public as timely as possible
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NOAA LMR Activities Report



Seafood Inspection

June 28, 2010



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


.
. 


• The re-opening protocol was distributed to the States in



preparation for tomorrow’s announcement from the Vice



President



•. Eric Schwaab sent the talking points to the State Fishery



Directors and asked for review and concurrence.



• 4 vessels out collecting samples; 3 from the closed area



and 1 for baseline.



Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



• SIP continues to develop the dockside sampling plans with hopes of



beginning sampling soon.
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NOAA LMR Activities Report



Fisheries Closures

June 28, 2010 


Key Results



Critical Issues for Discussion/Action



.
. 


• There was a modification to the closed area for June 28,



2010.



•The new closure measures 80,228 sq mi (207,790 sq km) and



covers about 33% of the GOM EEZ



Yesterday’s Activities Recap 
Upcoming Activities



• There was no modification to the closed area yesterday, June



27, 2010.



• There is increased concern with oil movement to the west and



loop current trajectories could carry oil to Texas.  Fisheries is



keeping an eye on the movement and in communication with the



states.
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NOAA LMR Activities Report



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding

June 28, 2010



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action



.
.



•On-water direct turtle capture operations under Unified Command’s



Wildlife Branch are canceled for Monday due to NOAA forecast weather



conditions.



•580 total sea turtles verified to date within the designated spill area”



(increase of 13 from June 27 report)



•475 stranded (increase of 6 from June 27)



•430 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 5 from



June 27)



•45 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 1 from



June 27)



•37 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 1



from June 27)

•105 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 7



from June 27)



•98 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 7 from June 27)



•312 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants



Yesterday’s Activities Recap 
Upcoming Activities



•312 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants



(increase of 8 from June 27)



•To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 7



dead stranded sea turtle and 7 live stranded turtles (2 of which were



caught in skimming operations).



•To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 93



live sea turtles and 3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle



surveys.



•The Wildlife branch is finalizing their emergency preparedness plan.



• Currently the weather is a concern and vessels are unable to go out for



rescue operations.



• There was an increase of 8 stranded turtles and 4 collected



turtles



•There was an increase of 1 stranded dolphin.
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report

6/28/2010



Information as of 6/27/10 


Yesterday’s Activities Recap



Key Results



Critical Issues for Discussion/Action



.
. 


None



Technical



Working



Groups



Field



Teams or



Ship



Deployed



Location Data collected



Upcoming Activities



Marine



Mammals



and Sea



Turtles



Gordon



Gunter



In port Prep for  second leg of



mammal cruise



Photo-id



Team



St. Joseph’s Bay, FL 7 sightings, 57 dolphins



• Technical working groups developing work plans and



identifying opportunities for restoration



e



i



•Marine mammal and sea turtle flights M,W, Sat.



•Marine mammal photo-id continuing St Joe Bay



Out of Scope and B5 deliberative


Out of Scope and B5 deliberative


Out of Scope and B5 deliberative
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Hi,







Adding one item to our daily report sent a while ago:



















External Affairs received 3 e-mails over the weekend, along with about 1,000 form letter

messages titled either "Save all wildlife in the oil spill" or "Recover all sea turtles from

Gulf burn boxes."  We've responded to all of the individual e-mails, and are in the

process of drafting a response for the form letters.  Topics included suggestions for

fixing the leak and wildlife rescue concerns.  We are consulting with federal partners in

DoI and NOAA Fisheries to generate appropriate responses. 















From: Caren Madsen [mailto:Caren.Madsen@noaa.gov]

Sent: Monday, June 28, 2010 2:55 PM

To: 'dwh.staff@noaa.gov'

Cc: 'Andrew Winer'

Subject: Daily DWH External Engagement report attached
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Deepwater Integrated Services Team Meeting



June 22, 2010, 1000-1100 EST



Meeting Summary



Meeting led by:



Tracy Wareing, Counselor to the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security; Lead



Coordinator for the Deepwater Federal Integrated Services Team



Participating Departments & Agencies:



Corporation for National & Community Service Department of Agriculture



Department of Commerce Department of Education



Department of Health and Human Services Department of Homeland Security



Social Security Administration Department of Labor



Department of Treasury Office of Management and Budget



Department of Justice Executive Office of the President



Small Business Administration Department of Interior



Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service



Key Points:



 The Independent Claims Facility, led by Kenneth Feinberg, will be established within the



next thirty to sixty days. The Deepwater Integrated Services Team has been meeting



with Mr. Feinberg and his team and provided briefing materials on a wide range of



issues from the current claims process and related issues to the language and other



access issues.



 Deepwater Integrated Services Team members and BP representative Darryl Willis will



participate in the Florida Economic Recovery Task Force meeting on 23 June, to



discuss claims process issues in Florida.



 Deepwater Integrated Services Team continues to work to get information from BP in



order to better understand entire claims process.



 Secretary of the Navy, Ray Mabus, will lead the long term restoration plan for the Gulf



Coast region. Three teams have been established to support development of the long



term restoration plan: the economic team, the ecosystem team and the public health



team.



 Language/cultural issues and concerns identified for communities impacted by Oil Spill.



 The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration provided a demonstration of the



Environmental Response Management Application (ERMA) on



www.GeoPlatform.gov/GULFRESPONSE.



 The Small Business Administration emphasized that despite some rumors, it is not



turning applicants away due to lack of credit.
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Discussion: Independent Claims Facility



 The Independent Claims Facility will be led by Kenneth Feinberg. Mr. Feinberg



administered the 9/11 Compensation Fund.



 The Independent Claims Facility will be focused on individual and business claims. This



facility will pull money from the escrow account that was established as a result of the



POTUS’ meeting with BP representatives last week.



 BP committed to a $20 billion dollar escrow account, $5 billion/year for four years, to



fund the response to the Oil Spill. This $20 billion is not a ceiling or a floor. If more



money is needed to fund the response, BP, as a Responsible Party, will be held



accountable.



 The Independent Claims Facility will utilize the current structure in place for claims as to



not disturb, slow or interrupt payments to claimants. The Independent Claims Facility



will eventually take over decision making (in regards to claims) and will implement a



built-in appeal process. Appeals will be reviewed by a panel of judges.



 The Independent Claims Facility will focus on outreach to all communities within



affected areas to ensure all potential claimants are fully aware of assistance.



 The role of the Deepwater Services Team (with respect to the Independent Claims



Facility) is to provide background information on claims and the claims process.



Discussion: Claims Monitoring



 The Deepwater Integrated Services Team continues to work to get information from BP



on the entire claims process. This information will enable the Deepwater Integrated



Services Team to understand the current status of all claims.



 Post meeting Addendum:  Mr. Feinberg’s team will have a significant role in decisions



regarding data and reporting. It is our understanding that he has invited input from each



of the Governors.  Mr. Feinberg indicated that he fully understands the underlying



concerns for greater clarity on the status of claims, and for additional reporting that will



provide that information.  Since his team is just becoming engaged with the BP claims



process, Mr. Feinberg has indicated that he needs some time to better understand the



current process, so that he can determine what information is appropriate to provide.



One of his concerns, based on his experience administering the 9/11 Fund, is protecting



privacy information.



Discussion: Cultural/ Language Issues and Concerns
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 The White House Initiative on Asian American and Pacific Islanders (WHIAAPI) has



deployed to the Gulf Coast to assess issues and concerns of numerous communities



impacted by the Oil Spill.



 The three main issues raised are: need for information/assistance in all languages;



need for economic assurance for both immediate and long term; and the need for



mental health assistance throughout impacted communities.



Discussion: Mental Health Update



 The Department of Health and Human Services is focused on assessing the needs and



providing technical assistance for behavioral health issues throughout the Gulf Coast.



 Objectives of HHS are ensuring coordination between federal and local partners;



facilitating communication between federal and local partners; consulting with BP to



ensure proper funding to meet behavioral health needs; and advocating that behavioral



health remain a focus for planning at the local and federal levels.



 Information and any identified resources will be shared among all states affected in



order to implement behavioral health assistance quickly and efficiently.



 Louisiana received $1 million from BP for mental/behavioral health outreach and crisis



counseling. BP also provided a $1 million grant to Catholic Charities to provide crisis



counseling and case management assistance.



Next Steps:



 As the Deepwater Integrated Services Team receives updated information regarding the



stand up of the Independent Claims Facility and related information regarding claims



data, it will be distributed to the Interagency members.



 The Field Based Teams will provide information on current status of activities in the



States for Deepwater Integrated Services Team at the next Interagency meeting.



 The Deepwater Integrated Services Team will provide NOAA with information on SBA



and DOL claims centers for the ERMA site.



 The next Interagency Meeting will take place on Tuesday, June 29 at 10:00-11:30 am



EST at 500 C St SW, DC/ Room M01.
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Update through June 27, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 Increase of 6 turtle strandings (1 dead in FL, 2 dead (1 was externally oiled) in AL, 1 live



externally oiled in LA, 2 dead in LA))



 Increase of 7 live oiled turtle recovered during directed capture surveys



 No dolphin strandings



 Wildlife Branch and the Planning Unit are in the process of building an observer program



for all on-water oil retrieval or clean up operations. Wildlife Branch and SERO are



working to identify a NMFS asset to staff the Houma ICC observer coordinator position.



This person will be identified and detailed to the Houma Command Center this week.



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



Sea Turtles



Total Turtle Numbers

580 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 13 from June



27 report)



 475 stranded* (increase of 6 from June 27)



o 430 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 5 from June 27)



o 45 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 1 from June 27)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 27)



 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 27)



 37 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 1 from June 27)



 105 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 7 from June 27)



o 98 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 7 from June 27)



o 4 turtles collected dead (no change from June 27)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 27)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 430 dead stranded, 4 dead directed capture, and 7 that died

in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 27)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 27)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from June 27)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 27)
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 312 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 8 from June



27)



 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis.  Further results are pending.



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 7 dead stranded sea



turtle and 7 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 93 live sea turtles and



3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1- June 27 is 219. 



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically



stranding in the month of June (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

55 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no change from June



27).



 50 were dead stranded* dolphins (no change from June 27)



 5 were live stranded dolphins (no change from June 27)



o 2 died shortly after stranding (no change from June 27)



o 1 euthanized upon stranding (no change from June 27)



o 1 stranded live and freed immediately (no change from June 27)



o 1 live and in care (no change from June 27)



1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no



change from June 27)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR
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 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 50 dead stranded and 3 live stranded dolphins that died or

were euthanized):



 27 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 27)



 7 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



27)



 11 full necropsies performed (no change from June 27)



 5 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 27)



 3 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 27)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 27)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



27)



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from June 27)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 27)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 27)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Five of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the three dead stranded animals were externally oiled pre- or post-


mortem.   All other necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 27 is 25.



 This is higher than the number of marine mammal strandings that have been documented



in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and



reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter



of 2010.



 The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in  June (2003-


2007) is as follows:
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o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 27 is 1.



 There are no records of stranded whales in the Gulf of Mexico for  June (2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 Plans for severe weather evacuations and personnel reporting are being finalized by the



Wildlife Branch and Unified Command.



 On-water direct turtle capture operations under Unified Command’s Wildlife Branch are



cancelled for Monday due to NOAA forecast weather conditions.
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 28 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 Scheduled for T.S. Alex flight this afternoon, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 Maintenance, Boulder, CO



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, Scheduled for T.S. Alex flight this afternoon, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Adak, AK



N57 Twin Otter No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB (Repo to Mobile for DWH 6/30)



N68 King Air Coastal mapping, Bangor, ME



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68



N46



N57



N43



N56



N45



N48 
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 28 JUN 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF
PC



DE



RB



TJ



GU



R2 


ID
 Status Today



DE
 Underway on DWH seafood safety survey.  Arrival 7/2, port TBD



TJ
 Delayed in Pascagoula, MS, staffing issues. ETD this afternoon. ETA Key



West, FL 7/2 to de-stage from DWH response.



HB
 Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF
 Arriving Miami Beach, FL this afternoon. Staging 6/29. ETD 6/30 for DWH



Loop Current characterization.



RB
 Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. ETD 6/29 to resume DWH marine mammal



survey.



PC
 Arriving Pascagoula, MS this evening due to weather impact on 



scheduled DWH sampling stations.



R2 Underway for DWH shrimp trawls/plankton survey (approx 4-5 days). 



ETA Galveston, TX 6/30. ETD 7/1 for scheduled groundfish project.



IDS Status Today



FA
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/2 Seattle, WA



SH
 Underway on scheduled project. ETA Seattle 7/9



MF
 Delayed in Seattle, mechanical problems. Revised departure time TBD.



DY Delayed in Dutch Harbor, mechanical problems. ETD later today.



HA
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Fleet Inspection 6/28



M2
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/4 San Francisco, CA



SE Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 on scheduled project



KA
 Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 on scheduled project



RA
 Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Bitung, Indonesia



HA



RA 


KA 


DJ

MF



M2 


SE 
Hawaii



FA



EX

Indonesia 


SH

DY



Dutch Harbor, AK
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Chartered Ship Positions



As of 28 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM M/V Brooks McCall Departing Port Fourchon, LA



EN R/V Endeavor CTDs in exclusion zone, no AUV due to weather



GY R/V Gandy Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



CA R/V Caretta DHW began 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



HB R/V Harold B Alongside in Port Fouchon for yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City. 



OV M/V Ocean Veritas Power cable failure - attempting repairs in order to resume deep water sampling.  Return to port this evening



PE R/V Pelican Loop current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



RB OSV Rachel Bordelon Deep water sampling, return to port this evening



RT M/V Ridley Thomas Acoustic surveys 5NM and beyond NW of wellhead



RC OSV Ryan Chouest Subsurface sampling off FL panhandle



BM  HB



PE



RT



CA



OV



GY



RC



EN



RB
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No Update Since 6/10
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report - June 28, 2010

(Reporting Activities from June 27, 2010)



1. Technical Working Group Updates



Out of Scope and B5 deliberative
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Marine Mammals:  Marine Mammal survey team aboard Gordon Gunter is preparing for second



leg of acoustic surveys, satellite tag deployment and biopsy cruise.  Dolphin photo- id team



observed 57 dolphins during 7 sightings in St. Joseph’s Bay. FL.



Out of Scope and B5 deliberative
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N42RF



WP-3D Orion



Hurricane Season 6/6-9/30 N/A N/A N/A OMAO: Gulf Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would



delay Gulf Loop Current flights by several



days



N43RF



WP-3D Orion



CALNEX 4/23-6/30 7-11 June DWH tasking in GOM complete



Phase



Maintenance



7/1-7/31



Hurricane Season 8/1-9/30 N/A N/A N/A



N46RF



Twin Otter



Fuel Tank Install 6/15-6/30



COMIDA 7/1-9/30 Chukchi Sea,



Alaska



No, survey period is



defined by the



timing of the open



water season



No Yes, charter



options will be much



more expensive.



ONLY platform flying aerial surveys



offshore over the Chukchi Sea Planning



Area, and the /ONLY/ data that can be



used to estimate marine mammal



density/abundance and provide baseline



data for NMFS, MMS and other regulatory



agencies.



OMAO: Extending Multi Spectral Oil



Analysis flights beyond June 15 will



impact Alaska Marine Mammal surveys.



Additionally, engine overhaul date will be



accelerated due to increased utilization



and installation of extended range fuel



tank will be delayed.



N48RF



Twin Otter



CALNEX 5/4-7/20
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Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/31



Leatherback



Turtles



9/10-10/2



N56RF



Twin Otter



Steller Sea Lion 6/4-7/14 Alaska, SE to 


western



Aleutians



No. Biological



constraints require



7 June-14 July



survey window.



Yes No.  Charter pilots not



available with



specialized experience



required to safely



perform survey in the



western Aleutians.



NMFS currently consulting on the effects



of the $2 billion Alaskan groundfish



fisheries on the recovery of the western



SSL stock.  Lack of stock assessment data



could result in fishery restrictions which



would be at least controversial, and at



worst, the subject of litigation.



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/25



BWASP 9/1-9/30 Alaska, 


Beaufort Sea 


No Yes, another Twin Otter



charter company exists



in Alaska that has



conducted marine



mammal aerial surveys,



but there is no contract



vehicle



in place and they will be



considerably more



expensive.



Losing one year of data in this continuum



would interrupt collection of data that has



been used to investigate spatiotemporal



changes in the bowhead whale migration



over three decades.  This is a particularly



critical period in the Alaskan Arctic marine



ecosystem due to unknown but probable



impacts related to climate change.



N57RF



Twin Otter



NERW 10/1-6/30 OMAO:  DWH Marine Mammal flights



tasking resumed June 7.  Anticipated



schedule is approximately 5 flights every



14 days.



Cetacean



Abundance



7/1-8/31 GA/SC border



to eastern Nova



Scotia including



Georges Bank



No delay option



acceptable– the



survey is temporally



sensitive



Yes Yes. However



procurement limitations



prevent us from



chartering a twin otter



This is the busy season for right whales--



every survey we do up here reduces the



risk of right whale ship strike. We have



committed to MMS that we were going to



OMAO: Charter waiver granted by RADM



Bailey to NEFSC on 6/25 to charter Twin



Otter Aircraft for this survey.
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Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



and the Gulf of



Maine (33 
o

N –



45

o 


N Lat;



081

o

W – 058



o

W



Long)



aircraft in time for the



survey.



do this survey this summer, and without



the twin otter aerial component, there is



no utility in conducting a small scale ship



based survey. We have committed to



providing a coastwide turtle survey this



summer (Congress and the fishing industry



will be highly critical of NMFS if we don't



do the survey).  Without this survey, the



last survey will be so old that we won't be



able to set a potential biological removal



(PBR) for most Atlantic marine mammal



species. If the Loop Current brings the oil



up the East Coast, it will be critical to have



conducted this survey in advance of the



oil.



BOWFEST 9/1-10/20 Barrow, Alaska No,  No No alternate aircraft are



known that can



incorporate the



large triple-camera



mount system.



If no aerial surveys can be conducted in



2010, a



critical piece of a complex study program



will be lost.



N68RF



King Air



Coastal Mapping  10/1-9/30  Y Y



Would require



additional funding which



would vary depending



on the number of



storms. For 50 hours or



imagery estimated costs



are ~ $180K



No pre or post storm damage assessment



imagery collected by NOAA.



Lidar acceptance testing: Impact - Cancel



acquisition of system or accepts system  as



is. Estimated cost of procurement is



$1.7M. If contract were canceled NOAA



would likely lose the funding for this



valuable new tool for IOCM projects. If



systems were accepted as is and there



were problems with the system, NOAA



would have to fund resolving the issues



with the system.



OMAO:  Aircraft released from DWH



taking on 6/20.  Available for recall if



required.
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Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N45RF



Jet Prop



GRAV-D  5/31-8/31
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Gordon Gunter GU-10-03, 


Leg I-III



Marine Mammals



6/15-8/5 GOM NO YES NO Unable to provide marine mammal 


abundance & distribution information to



meet MMPA mandated mammal stock



assessment requirements.  Unable to



provide data & document long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM marine



mammal populations.



None 8/5-9 Fleet Inspection



GU-10-04



Leg I and II



Fall



Ichthyoplankton



8/24-9/30 GOM NO YES NO Unable to support current stock 


assessments for red snapper, king



mackerel, and vermillion snapper; and



future stock assessments for Spanish



mackerel, gray triggerfish, and red drum.



Would be unable to assess long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM



ichthyoplankton.



None



Pisces PC-10-03 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP Reef



Fish



6/14 – 7/25 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack. Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



PC-10-05 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4,  S Atlantic



Reef Fish



8/3 – 9/25 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



Oregon II R2-10-01 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP



Summer



6/15 – 7/17 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, king mackerel, yellowedge



grouper, and small coastal sharks.  Unable



None
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Groundfish to assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



GOM groundfish species.



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



7/24-8/5 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish. Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



8/7 – 9/29 GoM  NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish.  Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



Delaware II DE-10-05 Benthic 


Habitat 


6/14 – 6/25 NE Atlantic



(Georges



Bank)



Yes, this is ongoing



research that will



continue into the



future



No Yes, require 6 berths,



crane, A-frame, CTD



operations, 220 v AC



power, and depth



sounder



Research aimed at understanding



relationship among juvenile Atlantic



cod/sea scallops/haddock and their



habitat, including invasive tunicate



Didemnum, with specific reference to



juvenile mortality



Delaying this cruise a year will prevent



the annual measurement of the



encroachment of the invasive species on



Georges Bank.



DE-10-07



ECOMON



8/16 – 9/1 NE Atlantic



(Cape Hatteras



– Nova Scotia)



No, this cruise is part



of both bi-monthly



and annual



environmental



monitoring time



series and provides



ground truth for



Yes Yes. Hugh R. Sharp or 


another research vessel 


Interrupt a 40 year oceanographic and



plankton time series. Nulify attempts to



document hydrocarbon transport to the



NE U.S. Shelf; compromise SeaWiFS



ground truth, sea bird monitoring, efforts



to improve the assessments of yellowtail



flounder through oceanographic



None It should be recognized that this cruise



complements oil spill research that is



being conducted in the Gulf of Mexico
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



SeaWiFS.



Hydrocarbon



sampling is planned



off of the east coast.



monitoring; postpone efforts to begin



ocean acidification of the NE U.S. shelf.



DE-10-06  Herring



Hydroacoustic



Survey, Leg 1, 2



9/8 – 9/30 NE Atlantic 


(Georges



Bank)



No, temporally



sensitive in terms of



both an annual



survey and a multi-



year time series.



Yes No. Vessel capabilities



and acoustic signature



critically important



The Atlantic herring resource is valuable



as an economic resource and is highly



controversial due to its importance in the



ecosystem. Accurate estimates of the



stock is critical. Historically acoustic



surveys have been critical to the



assessment of those stocks. The impact of



the loss of this cruise will limit our ability



to determine the utility of this survey and



assessment of Atlantic herring.



None



Thomas



Jefferson



TJ-10-03



DWH Tasking



5/17 -5/28



5/23-5/28



GOM - FGNMS No  - Impact on 


successive projects



does not allow for



delay without impact



to those projects.



No FGNMS, though OCS,



could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the snm of



production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



The DWH tasking for the remainder of this



leg will result in 75 square nmi, of a



planned 150 square nmi, not being



surveyed,



The collection of a combination of



multibeam and backscatter survey data



was scheduled to take place on board the



TJ, to map several reefs and banks in the



NW Gulf of Mexico, all of which will be



targeted for habitat characterization and



ground truthing operations in the future.



These operations will not be undertaken



until the surveys have been completed.



DWH tasking occurred



from  5/23 to 5/28 to



deploy navy gliders,



current drifters and



profiling floats.



The FGNMS project DAS have already



been lost due to a week of downtime



caused by generator problems, then the



initial 6 DAS the TJ diverted to deploy



Navy gliders and drifters.  Plans  are in



plance to make up 6 days lost prior to



DWH tasking during TJ-10-02 leg 5, 6/14-



7/02
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Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



TJ-10-02 6/01-6/11, 


leg 4 


GOM  No  No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 75 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed.



DWH Tasking



Occurred 6/1-6/11 to



conduct Western



Sentry project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Imperative that



the ship be given at time to  “square off”



the existing hydrographic project. TJ is



the only vessel that can complete the



work.



TJ-10-02 6/14-7/02, 


leg 5 


GOM  No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $0.5M



Estimated cost for



FGNMS survey is $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 25 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed,



Cancelling project leg will also result in a



loss of 6 DAS planned to support FGNMS



project to make up for the time lost to



mechanical repairs resuliting in 75 square



nmi,of the planned 150 square nmi, from



being completed.



DWH Tasking



scheduled for 6/14-



7/02 to conduct



additional work on the



Western Sentry



project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Two days will be



allocated for the ship to “square off” the



existing hydrographic project before



resuming the DWH Western Sentry



project.  Total DWH tasking has resulted



in a production loss of 100 square nmi.



The production loss can be replaced



through contracting at a total cost of



$2.0M (100 square nmi).



Total cost to contract FGNMS project is



$3.0M (150 square nmi).



TJ-10-04 Leg I-IV  7/7-8/31  Key West Area Yes – The project 


could be delayed but



the delay would be at



the expense of the



No No – Vessel capability



and planned equimpent



test and evaluation not



possible though contract



The Key West project is an IOCM project



with several partners, including the



planned testing of new technologies.



Although the project could be delayed,



OCS could



accommodate 2 more



legs of DWH response



with minimal impact.



Approaches to Key West. Arrive  Norfolk



8/31



Estimated average loss of production per
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Updated on 28 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



successive project or



a reduction of the



project as planned.



for this project, OCS believes it is important to complete



the project this year using the equipment



and personnel currently on the TJ



Canceling the project will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 220 square nmi



not being completed.  This loss of



productiion could be contracted at a cost



of $4.4 M



Delay the start of the



Key West Project by a



leg and delay the



return to Norfolk by a



leg.



leg tasked is between 30 to 60 square



nmi.



TJ-10-05



Leg I



9/9-17  Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi-



year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 20 square nmi



not being completed.



TJ is scheduled to transit from Key west



to  Norfolk VA on or about 8/26



TJ-10-05



Leg 2



9/20-30 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi-



year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 30 square nmi



not being completed.



Estimated cost to contract lost



production if tasked for both legs is



$0.9M (50 square nmi)



Nancy Foster  NF-10-06-PR  6/21-7/2  GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. Program



would try to accomplish



This is a requirement of the Sanctuary



Advisory Council in order to obtain their



endorsement of a proposed experimental



None Baseline Assessment of Fish and Benthic



Communities of FGBNMS.
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Updated on 28 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Leg 1 & Leg II various contracts



used to support this



project.



all activities from small



boats or lease a local



UNOLS vessel for 10k



per day for which we



(NOS) don’t have the



appropriate budget nor



is there adequate time



on the schedule



closure of one of the banks.   Failure to



not complete this requirement would



result in no endorsement by the Sanctuary



Advisory Council.



NF-10-07-TER  7/6-20  Tortugas/GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



contracts involving



ROV rental, travel



arrangements,



supplies and etc.



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. This could be



reworked to use the



State of Florida vessel



R/V Weatherbird under



our existing IDIQ



contract.  To get the



same amount of



mapping done we would



get on the Foster would



require an additional



$62K.  This estimate is



based on our contract



day rate of $12.5K for



seven days at sea and



subtracting the existing



$25.5K obligated to USF.



Timing is not a great



concern; we can do it



whenever the ship is



available in St.



The impact of not doing the work will



mean a loss of knowledge of any deep



coral or sponge habitat in the target area



(between Steamboat Lumps MPA in the



north to existing Pulley Ridge HAPC map



coverage in the south).  A total of $30,000



in Coral Reef Conservation Program



funding was obtained for the project, and



$25.5k has already been obligated for data



collection and processing.



None Biogeography Analysis of Tortugas



Ecological Reserve
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Updated on 28 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Petersburg, FL.



NF-10-08-



FGBNMS



7/22-29  GoM Delaying Flower 


Gardens would result



in a loss of $200k of



Coral Program



allocated funds. The



shallow-water diving



leg (late July) could



potentially be



accomplished later



this FY. The tech



diving leg (mid July)



would be very



difficult to delay in



that it relies on an



external partner that



provided matching



for the project. The



partner has already



committed to the



scheduled dates and



they are unlikely to



be available later this



FY.



Y Would require charter  if 


NF tasked. The project



could be completed by



the FGBNMS vessel



R/VManta.  There are no



other appropriate



vessels that are available



for charter at this late



date. However, there is



no funding to support



the operation of the



MANTA for this



purpose. Program



allocation of funds is not



adequate to operate the



vessel beyond already



allocated commitments



without dedicated



funding from an outside



(i.e. grant, partner, etc.)



source.



This project is absolutely dependent upon



the FOSTER ship time in FY2010. The



availability of ship time was a key factor in



this project being funded by CRCP. If this



project is not implemented in 2010, we



stand to lose future funding by CRCP. It



will also delay the potential



implementation of an important



management action for the protection of



coral reefs in US waters.



None Flower Garden Banks NMS Coral Disease



and Bleaching Monitoring
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



NF-10-09-RACOW 8/2-12 GoM (Vicinity



of DWH Oil



Spill)



No.  Both the



scientific scope and



general location of



this project are



relevant to



addressing potential



ecological impacts of



the Deepwater



Horizon oil spill.  Due



to the spill and



related response



needs, we will be



remaining flexible to



conduct the survey



either in the western



Gulf of Mexico as



originally planned or



to shift the location



to the eastern



portion of the Gulf



(shelf waters from



Mississippi delta to



Tampa) depending



on where the



majority of oil ends



up.  By doing so, in



addition to



addressing our



original project goals,



we will be providing



a basis for assessing



Y Yes if another NOAA



vessel or NANCY FOSTER



equivalent platform was



made available.



If this mission is not completed, we will be



unable to effectively address important



goals under NOAA's legal mandates (e.g.,



Clean Water Act, National Coastal



Monitoring Act, National Marine



Sanctuaries Act) to provide adequate



ecological characterizations of aquatic



living marine resources and ecosystem



stressors in the nation’s coastal ocean



waters.  Moreover, given the project’s



relevancy to the current Gulf of Mexico



oil-spill event, not conducting the project



would miss a tremendous opportunity to



apply NOAA’s existing assets to assisting



with oil-spill response and assessment



needs.



Highly recommend



this project remain as



scheduled due to its



congruent alignment



with the ecological



recovery efforts of the



DWH oil spill.



Regional Assessment of Coastal Ocean



Waters - GRNMS



This project is part of a series of



nationwide surveys aimed at assessing



the status of ecosystem conditions and



stressor impacts in coastal-ocean (shelf)



waters around the U.S.
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



oil-spill impacts



throughout these



offshore waters and



thus assisting in



NOAA’s response



efforts.  At present,



our plan is to



incorporate a



probabilistic



sampling design



(consistent with



other components of



this ongoing offshore



ecological



assessment series) in



order to provide a



basis for making



unbiased statistical



estimates of the



spatial extent and



magnitude of



condition relative to



the various



synoptically



measured variables



and corresponding



management



thresholds.



Document ID: 0.7.27.926.13







Updated on 28 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



NF-10-10-CHS



Leg I  & II



8/15-28  Florida Keys



GoM



No. Deep Coral



Mapping of the



South Atlantic Bight



cannot be delayed as



funds cannot be



carried over. This is



the last cruise of the



fiscal year for the



program.



Y Yes possibly.  NF is one 


of the few vessel



capable of mapping and



characterizing deep



coral ecosystems. This



includes the deep water



multibeam system and



fish acoustics systems.



No other NOAA ship



presently has this dual



capability. While it is



conceivably possible to



temporarily install these



systems on vessels of



opportunity, it would be



at considerable expense.



This information is critical and time



sensitive.  Failure to conduct this research



would impact the data that is used to



support and update the Fishery



Management Plan and designation of



Habitat Areas of Critical Concern by the



South Atlantic Fishery Management



Council. Also, data supporting



subsequent biological monitoring and



coral sampling with the JASON ROV



onboard the NOAA Ship RON BROWN in



November 2010 will be lost as well as



severely impacting short-term



management measures and the



protection of mandated resources.



None Characterization of Shallow to Mid-Water



Seafloor Habitats of South Florida



NF-10-11-LF



Leg I & II



8/31-9/11  SE Atlantic Yes.  The invasive 


lionfish research



could potentially be



delayed up to a



month with



acceptable impact to



the science, since



late



September/October



are very similar



seasons. Personnel



impact may be much



more detrimental as



we have transferred



Y This project can NOT be



chartered due to the



type of operation



(personnel, equipment,



safety needs) and the



extent of the research



area that is examined



(Onslow Bay NC from 75



to 200 fsw).



Currently, there are no annual monitoring



programs focused on collecting baseline



information on the hard bottom reef



communities.  Data collected will



definitely enhance the development and



continuation of such monitoring system



which is critical in detecting responses by



reef communities to climate change



Invasive Lionfish Population  Monitoring



of Mid-Atlantic Project
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



money for NURC



support of our dive



operations and need



their participation to



complete the cruise.



So timing of all the



personnel would



need to be shifted



and may not be



possible.



NF-10-12-NC  9/14-27 Project was canceled May 21 at request of 


OAR/OER.



Norfolk Canyon



Ronald H. Brown RB-10-02 


Tsunami Mapping



9/6-9/11;



with 4-day



extension,



dates would



be 9/5-9/14



Caribbean Yes; however, post- 


earthquake data is



“very perishable”



according to USGS PI.



No Yes, but impractical due



to expense. Original



scheduling of RB took



advantage of nearby



NTAS transit.



Reduces or eliminates opportunity for



NOAA to actively support risk analysis



around Port-au-Prince.



Ship could possibly be



retasked from post-



Fleet Inspection to



start of NTAS/MOVE



cruise (San Juan, PR),



roughly 8/27-9/12.



RB-10-03



NTAS/MOVE



mooring



turnaround



9/12-9/26;



with 4-day



TSUCAR



extension,



dates would



be 9/15-9/29



Northwest



Tropical



Atlantic



No.  NTAS/MOVE



turnaround cruise



has already been



delayed 2X.  Relative



to the last



deployment on 29



June 2009, the



planned turnaround



cruise (15-29 Sep) is



beyond the 14 month



Yes In principle, if charter



cruise were 9/15/2010



or sooner.   Approx cost



= $21K/day X 22 days =



$462K.



Irreplaceable loss of surface flux data from



10 year record, compromise in accuracy of



subsurface transport record, inability to



meet NOAA mission goals for Climate, and



Weather/Water for which the projects



were established.
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



maximum interval,



and we already



expect some



unrecoverable data



loss.



Henry B. Bigelow HB-10-03 


Leg 1, 2, 3



Cetacean



Abundance



6/7-8/11 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-04 Habitat



Mapping



8/18-8/27 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-05



Leg 1,2



Autumn Bottom



Trawl & Acoustics



Survey



9/7-9/30 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP
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N42 WP-3D 


N43 WP-3D CALNEX Hurricane Season



N43 - Arrived MacDill AFB 6/7.  Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.  Return to CALNEX on 6/11



N46 Twin Otter 


N48 Twin Otter 


N56 Twin Otter 


N57 Twin Otter 


N68 King Air 


Bigelow 


Delaware II 


Underway on DWH seafood safety survey.  Arrival 7/2, port TBD



Brown 


Foster 
Foster - Arriving Miami Beach, FL this afternoon. Staging 6/29. ETD 6/30 for DWH Loop Current characterization..



Gunter 


Alongside Pascagoula, MS. ETD 6/29 to resume DWH marine mammal survey.



Jefferson 


Delayed in Pascagoula, MS, staffing issues. ETD this afternoon. ETA Key West, FL 7/2 to de-stage from DWH response.



Oregon II 


Underway for DWH shrimp trawls/plankton survey (approx 4-5 days).  ETA Galveston, TX 6/30. ETD 7/1 for scheduled groundfish project.



Pisces 


Departed 6/14 for scheduled project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA Pascagoula, MS 7/2



NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



Tsunami/Trop. Atl



Marine Mammal Surveys



Steller Sea Lions 


ECOMON 


Harbor Seals 


SEAMAP Reef Fish 


DWH 


NOAA Line Office Assets



OMAO Assets (as of 6/20/10)



Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



Nov
Oct Jun 


Hurricane Season
DWH Gulf Loop 


DWH Multi Spectral 


Jul 


Continuation of DWH Multi Spectral Oil, Mobile, AL



Harbor Seals



Aug 


BWASP



CALNEX 


Groundfish 


Warranty 


Key West 


Oct 


Chesapeake Bay



South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



Longline Shark / Red Snapper



Sep 


BOWFEST



Benthic ECOMON 


NERW 


in Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance , resume Marine Mammal Observations 6/30



MX Cetacean Abundance 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities



Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection 


DWH Marine Mammals 


GRNMS 


F.I. 


Nov



Pully Ridge/Tortugas/FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



Repairs 


Repairs 


Sep 


FGBNMS 


Fall Plankton



Jun Aug Jul 


MRP/Trials 


R/V HST 


7/25/2012
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NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, F L.



NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 6/21.



Scheduled to conduct trap/video surveys out of Panama City the reamainder of the month.



R/V Gandy 


R/V Caretta 


R/V Harold B 


7/25/2012
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25' Parker NOS small boat w/ twin outboards in Charleston, SC, available for deployment and trailerable



No update 6/28



Departing Port Fourchon, LA



No update 6/28



No update 6/28



CTDs in exclusion zone, no AUV due to weather



No update 6/28



Power cable failure - attempting repairs in order to resume deep water sampling.  Return to port this evening



LOOP current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



Deep water sampling, return to port this evening



Acoustic surveys 5NM and beyond NW of wellhead



Subsurface sampling off FL panhandle



No update 6/28



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.  *No end date specified for gliders.



Monitoring and sampling oceanographic conditions



Pelican 


DWH*



Beau Rivage 


Jun 


Jack Fitz 


IOOS Gliders 


Walton Smith 


NAVO Gliders 


Brooks McCall 


Ryan Chouest 


Bunny Bordelon 


Capt Hatteras 


Rachel Bordelon 


Endeavor 


Ocean Veritas 


Jul Aug 


Other Assets

Nov
Sep 


Ridley Thomas 


Oct 


7/25/2012
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7/25/2012
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7/25/2012
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7/25/2012
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Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Thomas

Jefferson



June 15 tbd TJ-10-03 FGBNMS Underway for continued DWH ops (acoustics



and water sampling). Replenish supplies



06/21, Pascagoula. ETA Key West, FL 7/2



Oregon II June 21 July 5 Rd-10-01 Summer groundfish Leg 2



loses 9 DAS (much of area typically



surveyed during this project is likely



going to be off limits due to the oil.)



ETD for sea trials 06/20. ETD Pascagoula, MS



6/23 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyoplankton



survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume



scheduled work. ETA Galveston 06/30.



Delaware

II



June18 tbd DE-10-05 Benthic Habitat Underway en route GOMEX for DWH ops



(seafood study). Arrival Key West, FL 06/24



for staging. Departure 06/25



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water



Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3. 



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning



Document ID: 0.7.27.926.15







Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



June 15 Hurricane Season Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf Loop Current



flights could be rescheduled around any



tasking for Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings



would delay Gulf Loop Current flights by



several days.  DWH Loop Current flight,



departed 6/18, 0900L, MacDill AFB



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April September



30



Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September



30



Northeast Right Whale / BOWFEST DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



resumed June 7. Anticipated schedule is



approximately 5 flights every 14 days. 



Tasking could be flown on Twin Otter N46RF



but belly port will be unavailable for use. 



Additional crew would be required for N46F



due to crew duty day limitations.



N68RF



King Air



April September



30



National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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NOAA Response Operations Activities Report

June 28, 2010



Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


. .



Special Look:
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action
 Special Look:



Oiled lagoon on Fifi Island. Photo taken by Houma SCAT Team 2.



·Items in review:



oLong-term oil trajectory – forwarded to OMB



oLoop Current – forwarded to DOC & NOAA



Today’s Activities Upcoming Activities



· Vice President Biden to tour UAC in NOLA 


· Met with NIC Chiefs of Staff (CAPT Parson and CAPT 


·
 TS Alex forecasted to strengthen to a hurricane; impact still



predicted for NE Mexico or SE Texas



· John Tarpley to attend MC 252 ISPR planning meeting to
· Met with NIC Chiefs of Staff (CAPT Parson and CAPT



Wiedenhoeft) to try to resolve the discrepancy between



reported oiled shoreline on the Houma ICP report, NIC At-a-


Glance, and NIC Flag Brief.



· On July 1-2 AOML & SEFSC will co-host 1st of monthly



k h titl d G lf f M i M it i i S t f 


·
 John Tarpley to attend MC 252 ISPR planning meeting to



begin June 29th



· Characterization of oil reaching FL – approved & waiting for



release



· Long-term oil movement & Loop Current product release



1st ReliefWell
 91workshops entitled Gulf of Mexico Monitoring in Support of



Oil Spill Efforts.



0 100



Backup Relief Well 


1st Relief Well



66 
91 


Drilled (%)
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Received(Date): Thu, 01 Jul 2010 12:01:42 -0400

From: Andrea Bleistein <Andrea.Bleistein@noaa.gov>

Subject: [Fwd: Re: Follow-up - Sea Turtles Constituent Call?]

To: Buck Sutter <Buck.Sutter@noaa.gov>

Re: Follow-up - Sea Turtles Constituent Call?.eml



Buck - Just wanted to pass this along for background in case any

questions come up regarding Sea Turtles at the 3pm call. Not sure how

much your are comfortable addressing but below is yesterday's update

from NOAA from the OR&R site:



Sea Turtles and Marine Mammals (effective June 29, 2010)



A total of 583 sea turtles have been verified from April 30 to June 29

within the designated spill area from the Texas/Louisiana border to

Apalachicola, Florida. Between Monday, June 28, and Tuesday, June 29, 3

dead turtle strandings were verified, all in Mississippi. There are 136

sea turtles in rehabilitation centers. These include 98 sea turtles

captured as part of on-water survey and rescue operations, and 38

turtles that stranded alive. A total of 111 stranded or captured turtles

have had visible evidence of external oil since verifications began on

April 30. All others have not had visible evidence of external oil.



Of the 586 turtles verified from April 30 to June 29, a total of 435

stranded turtles were found dead, 46 stranded alive. Four of those

subsequently died. Four live stranded turtles were released, and 38 live

stranded turtles are being cared for at rehabilitation centers. Turtle

strandings during this time period have been much higher in Louisiana,

Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida Panhandle than in previous years

for this same time period. This may be due in part to increased

detection and reporting, but this does not fully account for the increase.



The NOAA Ship /Pisces/ reported a dead 25-foot sperm whale on June 15,

2010, that was located 150 miles due south of Pascagoula, Mississippi

and approximately 77 miles due south of the spill site last week. The

whale was decomposed and heavily scavenged. Samples of skin and blubber

have been taken and will be analyzed. The whale had not evidence of

external oil. Sperm whales are the only endangered resident cetacean in

the Upper Gulf of Mexico. There are no records of stranded whales in the

Gulf of Mexico for the month of June for the period 2003-2007.



 From April 30 to June 29, 55 stranded dolphins have been verified in

the designated spill area. Of the 55 strandings, five were live

strandings, three of which died shortly after stranding, one was

released and one is in rehabilitation. Fifty dolphins were found

stranded dead. Visible evidence of external oil was confirmed on five

dolphins, two live and three dead stranded animals. We are unable at

this time to determine whether three of the dead stranded dolphins were

externally oiled before or after death. Since April 30, the stranding

rate for dolphins in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida

Panhandle has been higher than the historic numbers for the same time

period in previous years. In part, this may be due to increased

detection and reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed

spike in strandings for the winter of 2010.



A stranding is defined as a dead or debilitated animal that washes
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ashore or is found in the water. NOAA and its partners are analyzing the

cause of death for the dead stranded and dead captured sea turtles and

the stranded marine mammals.
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Received(Date): Thu, 01 Jul 2010 11:34:48 -0400

From: David Cottingham <David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>

Subject: Re: Follow-up - Sea Turtles Constituent Call?

To: Andrea Bleistein <Andrea.Bleistein@noaa.gov>

Cc: Justin kenney <Justin.kenney@noaa.gov>,Andrew Winer <Andrew.Winer@noaa.gov>,

"Helen.Golde" <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>,Laurel Bryant <Laurel.Bryant@noaa.gov>,Christine Patrick

<Christine.Patrick@noaa.gov>,Monica Allen <Monica.Allen@noaa.gov>

David_Cottingham.vcf



All --

we jointly manage sea turtles w/ FWS.  the nest relocation is a major

component of what USG is doing in response to spill.  so we should have

FWS reps on any call we plan, or at a minimum, make sure we coordinated

with them that we are doing it.



dc



Andrea Bleistein wrote:

> Justin - Just wanted to let you know about Helen's concerns below and

> also that I ran this idea by Andy and he suggests we inform GC before

> we move forward with a constituent call focused on sea turtles. We

> should probably have an internal call to discuss this soon if you

> still want to move forward.

>

> Andrea

>

> Helen Golde wrote:

>> Andrea-- We have not done a constituent call on turtles, with the

>> exception of having turtle folks on the CEQ call last Friday (as you

>> know).



>>

>> If you want to move forward with something like this, we should have

>> a call to discuss.

>>

>> -- Helen

>>>

>>>

>>> -------- Original Message --------

>>> Subject:     Sea Turtles Constituent Call?

>>> Date:     Thu, 01 Jul 2010 10:46:55 -0400

>>> From:     Andrea Bleistein <Andrea.Bleistein@noaa.gov>

>>> To:     Connie Barclay <Connie.Barclay@noaa.gov>, Christine Patrick

>>> <Christine.Patrick@noaa.gov>

>>> CC:     Monica Allen <Monica.Allen@noaa.gov>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>> Connie, Christine and Monica,

>>>

>>> Just wanted to touch base with you per a brief discussion I had with

>>> Justin Kenney yesterday afternoon regarding his request that NOAA

>>> needs to have a constituent call to discuss sea turtles and what



internal
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>>> NOAA is doing. Are any of you aware of this request? Has a sea

>>> turtle focused call been done in the past that either of you might

>>> have been involved with? Lastly - are there any updates to fact

>>> sheets regarding sea turtles?

>>>

>>> Thanks for your help and apologize for the lack on information on my

>>> end - was hoping that you're more in the know than I am.

>>>

>>> Andrea

>>> NOAA External Affairs

>>>

>>> --

>>> Connie Barclay

>>> Director, NOAA Fisheries Communications

>>> NOAA Communications & External Affairs (301)713-2370

>>> work/(202)441-2398 cell

>>> Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/noaa.lubchenco

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>

>> --

>> Helen M. Golde

>> Deputy Director

>> Office of Protected Resources

>> NOAA Fisheries Service

>> 301-713-2332 x 108



--

David Cottingham

Chief, Division of Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation

NMFS Office of Protected Resources



phone:  301-713-2322 ext 101

fax:  301-427-2522
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David Cottingham

Chief, Marine Mammal & Sea Turtle Conservation Division

National Marine Fisheries Service



1315 East West Highway

Silver Spring, MD   20910



301-713-0114        ( Work  )

301-713-4060        ( Fax  )

240-688-7289        ( Cell  )



david.cottingham@noaa.gov        ( Internet  )
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David Cottingham
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National Marine Fisheries Service
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Street: 1315 East West Highway
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Region: MD
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Country:



Electronic Mail Address        ( Internet  )

david.cottingham@noaa.gov
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Chief, Marine Mammal & Sea Turtle Conservation Division



Telephone Number        ( Work  )

301-713-0114



Telephone Number        ( Fax  )

301-713-4060
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Received(Date): Tue, 22 Jun 2010 17:06:28 -0400

From: Grace Wahlbrink <Grace.Wahlbrink@noaa.gov>

Subject: DAILY UPDATES and ACTIONS 6.22.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule 062210.doc

MMST Health and Stranding Update 06-21-10FINAL.doc

OMAO DWH Aircraft Tasking - Program Impacts 062210.docx

OMAO DWH Ship Tasking - Program Impacts 062210.docx

OMAO_Assets_Gantt_Chart_062110.xlsx



      PRIORITY

ISSUES

RESPONSE OPERATIONS - NIC/ICC/NRT See Attached Quad PowerPoint

"6.22.2010_Combined Quad.pptx"

SCIENCE Please see the attached

NOAA Science briefing June 23rd covering:



* Long terms fisheries GOM Data

o yellowfin tuna, swordfish

* Loop Current Dynamics

o International EEZs

* Protected Species Status

* Seafood Safety Sampling

* NOAA Assets

o Planes, Vessels and Charters

LMR Fisheries Closures

* There was no modification to the closed area for June 22, 2010. The

closed area remains 86,985 sq mi (225,290 sq km) and covers about 36% of

the GOM EEZ.

* MS contacted NMFS to ensure that observers will be place on skimmer

and trawl vessels in addition to reduced tow times.

* There is a meeting being planned for Eric Schwaab and Admiral Watson

to discuss the current closed area and USCG concerns



Seafood Inspection

* Tomorrow there will be a working lunch with NOAA, FDA, and the Gulf

State Directors to discuss the re-opening protocol and seafood surveillance.



Marine Mammal and Sea turtle Health and Stranding

* The complete marine mammal and sea turtle health and stranding report,

turtle stranding map, dolphin stranding map, and large whale stranding

map are attached.

* 527 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill

area” (increase of 23 from June 20 report)

o 437 stranded (increase of 13 from June 20)

+ 396 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 13 from June 20)

o 90 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase

of 10 from June 20)

+ 83 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 10 from June 20)

o 278 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants

(increase of 13 from June 20)

LMR (2) o Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the

two primary considerations for the cause of death of the non-oiled

recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute toxicosis. Further

results are pending.

o To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 5
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dead stranded sea turtle and 6 live stranded turtles (2 of which were

caught in skimming operations).

o To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 78

live sea turtles and 3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle

surveys.



* 50 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill

area” (no change from June 20).

* 1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the

“designated spill area” (no change from June 20)

* Training to the marine mammal carcass retrieval and sampling plan for

dead marine mammals will be conducted this week via webinar.

* A sea turtle biologist (Georgia DNR) was placed offshore with one of

the eight burn units today. Burns were planned for today but are likely

to be halted by weather for the next few days. Initial reporting from

this effort has not yet been received.

* The Sea Turtle Unit is working with NFWF to explore commercial

carriers as a possibility to implement the transport plan for the

movement of turtle nests from the northeastern Gulf to Atlantic Florida.

NRDA See Attached Quad PowerPoint "6.22.2010_Combined Quad.pptx"

ASSETS AND PLATFORMS The following digital files are attached.

Information is current as of

Date Time Group in subject line.



1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations of assets.

2. OMAO Assets Excel Gantt Chart showing projects assigned to each asset.

3. Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule Word document

identifying impacts to NOAA projects should OMAO assets be tasked.

4. DWH Ship Tasking Impacts.

OPERATIONAL

REGIONAL No Report

LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS Daily Congressional Staff Conference

Call on the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill

- USCG provided updates on the amount of oil recovered yesterday and

ongoing response effort

- NOAA noted that no modifications made to the fishery closure area

today and also provided a overview of the latest trajectories and

weather conditions

- Staff from several Congressional Offices participated, including from

House Resources Committee, and staff for Senators Carper (D-DE),

Landrieu (D-LA), and Wicker (R-MS)

COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS Worked with EPA to finalize Brooks McCall

release, with OMB now for final clearance

Ongoing media requests about water sampling locations and results.

Facilitated NRDA 101 interview with the Wall Street Journal

Working on CNN inquiry about Coast Guard enforcement action in the

closed area.

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT See Attached Quad PowerPoint "6.22.2010_Combined

Quad.pptx"

DATA INFORMATION See Attached Quad PowerPoint "6.22.2010_Combined

Quad.pptx"

IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS No Report

LEGAL / GC No Update

POLICY / BUDGET No Update
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NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



June 23, 2010



** For Internal Use ONLY **
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 22 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 CALNEX Mission flight en-route to Boulder, CO, Ontario, CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Transit to AK for Grav-D mission.



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air Coastal mapping, Burlington, VT



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68



N46 


N43



N56



N45



N57



N48
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Daily Actions and Updates



6.22.2010



Includes Quad Slides for NRDA, External

Affairs, Response Operations, Data &



Information Management, and

International Affairs
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report

6/22/2010



Information as of 6/21/10



Yesterday’s Activities Recap



Upcoming Activities



Key Results



Critical Issues for Discussion/Action

All marine mammal pre‐assessment plans (aerial survey, dolphin,



manatee, deep sea mammals)  have been signed by co‐trustees and



Entrix/BP.  Sea Turtle plan awaiting sign‐off.



.
. 


Technical



Working



Groups



Field



Teams or



Ship



Deployed



Location Data collected



Marine



Mammals



and Sea



Turtles



Aerial



survey



Targeting oiled area 100+ Risso's dolphins



were observed in a light



to medium sheen; No



turtles were observed



Gordon



Gunter



Returning to port Acoustic surveys



completed



Lab sample inventory:



Total: 7,612 samples (61% water, 29%sediement)



Shoreline Surveys:



More than 1200 linear miles of shoreline surveyed as of



June 20, 2010.



· Technical working groups developing work plans and identifying



opportunities for restoration



· Field Teams



·Marine mammal and sea turtle flights M,W, Sat.



·Fish teams to Gulf Shores, AL and Biloxi, MS on 6/23



B5 and Out of Scope


B5 and Out of Scope


B5 and Out of Scope
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NOAA External Affairs Activities Report

June 22, 2010



Information as of [6/22/10 at 3pm EDT]



Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


(eg. visual – map , table)



.
. 


· Sent notification of fishery closure modification to our lists and



responded to inquiry on pending 'reopening' protocols for areas



that are closed but where the oil seems to have now moved out of



the area.



·Reported on NOAA External Affairs activities in Gulf communities



to DOC public engagement working group.



· Sent email invitations for a constituent webinar on GeoPlatform



to a list of approximately 240 individuals.



· External Affairs received 16 e‐mails in past 48‐hrs. We've



responded to three of them. Topics included suggestions for



plugging the leak and complaints about the GeoPlatform mapping



legend.



· Reviewed initial draft of NRDA power point for constituent



briefing to improve responsiveness to likely concerns from target



audience, environmental NGOs.



· The sampling protocols allowing for reopening of previously 'oiled' areas



are still pending but anticipated shortly.



· Provide external affairs support for constituent and congressional



briefing on NRDA conducted jointly by NOAA and Fish & Wildlife Service.



· GeoPlatform Webinar Demonstration for NOAA constituents –June 23,



2010 at 2pm EDT.



· LSU Food Science Dept. Summit –Friday June 25 –Lisa Desfosse will



present on the major NOAA activities in response to the spill.



· South Shore Anglers request for NOAA speaker at members meeting on



July 1, 2010 in Tampa, FL.



·Working on development of a template for general presentations on



NOAA's role for the spill.



· Coordinating responses to questions raised at June Sea Grant



Community meetings with EPA and DOI for follow‐up.



N/A 


N/A



Document ID: 0.7.27.961.1







NOAA Response Operations Activities Report

22 June



Today’s Activities Upcoming Activities



Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


.
.



·NIC MC252 Implementation Strategy



·Items in review:



oLetter from 22 Senators –under review at DOC



oLong‐term oil trajectory –pending OMB comments



oLoop Current product –under review at DOC



· Oiling:



o New reports of oil at Panama City



o Vessels requiring decontamination to date: 4



· Dr Lubchenco in FL at FPCP and NHC 6/22



· Trigger response plan announced for FPCP



· Yet more work on NIC MC252 Implementation Strategy



·
 Sorting SCAT numbers mis-match at NIC



· Oil transfer to CASCADE scheduled today; ~70K Barrels (18‐



20hr process)



· Dr Lubchenco in FL at FPCP and NHC 6/22



· Long‐term oil movement release



· Loop Current product release



· Ocean Veritas and Brooks McCall data release



0 100



Backup Relief Well 


1st Relief Well Done



Drilled



Special Look:



Oil on oar is scooped out of tarmat near Orange Beach, AL.



Photo: Debbie Payton
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NOAA Data and Information Management Activities Report

June 22, 2010



Information as of June 22, 2010



Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


.
. 


Geoplatform.gov demo was provided for Tracy Waring’s DWH Integrated Services Team



at FEMA HQ.



Data management processes between Navy and NOAA are well coordinated between



subsurface groups and we are also incorporating glider data into other oceanographic



data. Navy (NAVOS) and IOOS (Rutgers) glider track information  is harvested and



displayed in ERMA directly from those two sites.



Data.gov site will be available at www.data.gov/restorethegulf‐‐ but will not go



live until the actual www.RestoreTheGulf.gov site goes live‐‐live date unknown.



Tentative meeting scheduled for Tuesday June 22 evening with Federal



Geospatial leads to discuss how to take advantage of the energy and interest



and continue to build out the concepts of the Geospatial Platform.



None



EPA identified four components they want to have added into geoplatform.gov.,



and said to use the layer "EPA Sample Locations" that  are available on the



responder ERMA site until EPA completes work on additional services that will



contain the same points along with data.



Working to determine best depiction of historic fish data plots on



geoplatform.gov to allow emergency managers to see where various species



occur.



Coordinating with DOI on their request to add wetlands layer into the Interactive



Oil Spill Mapper on GeoPlatform.gov.
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NOAA International Activities Report

June 22, 2010



Today’s Activities Recap



1. Alerted State Department to possible tropical



cyclone which may for in the Caribbean.



2. Forwarded request from Embassy Nassau for



information on  training planned if a scientist is



able to visit  (Note: Embassy indicated Prime



Minister is taking severe measures to cope with



economic problems; special measures needed



to justify foreign travel)



3. Contacted State regarding response to Chinese



offer of assistance.



Upcoming Activities



1.  Meeting tomorrow with Bonnie Ponwith and



representatives from each Line Office.  Agenda is to: (1) assess



where we are relative to cooperating with and informing other



countries in the region, (2) think strategically as a group about



whether we are doing everything we should to prepare for the



contingency that the oil leaves U.S. territorial waters, and (3)



identify ways we can complement each other's work in



preparing for this contingency.



Critical Issues for Discussion/Action



1. Request  Tasker for OIA and NMFS to develop



and coordinate a briefing to respond to questions



raised by the Mexican Embassy in Washington.



2. Assessing  suggestion made by Cuba Desk at



State Dept. to put a Cuban technical expert in



direct contact  with  the NIC.  Desk awaiting



NOAA proposal for how to proceed.  (note: Cuba



originally requested direct contact with NOAA;



Cuba Desk  decided contact should be with the



NIC).



Key Results



1. If suggestion  from Cuba Desk noted in Critical Issues is



implemented, will use to work with Steve Murowski to



address ecosystem issues with Cuba.   (DWH Tasker #192)



.
. 
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Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Gunter June 5 June 26 Repairs/ABS inspection scheduled for



6/5-6/14



GU-10-02 Leg 1 - Marine Mammals



06/15 – 06/26



Underway for DWH ops (marine mammal



survey). ETA Mobile, AL 6/21 for repairs (~



2 days in drydock) then resume ops. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 6/26



Foster June 5 June 19 None:   NF-10-05, Grays Reef



Comparison Cancelled.



a/s Charleston, SC for z-drive repairs.



Cancelled leg 2 of GRNMS project in order to



complete repairs and allow time to transit to



GOM to support DWH efforts.  Departure



delayed to June 25, GOM arrival ~ June 30th.



Awaiting final DWH project instructions and



tasking.



Thomas

Jefferson



June 15 tbd TJ-10-03 FGBNMS Underway for continued DWH ops (acoustics



and water sampling). Replenish supplies



06/21, Pascagoula. ETA Key West, FL 7/2



Oregon II June 21 July 5 Rd-10-01 Summer groundfish Leg 2



loses 9 DAS (much of area typically



surveyed during this project is likely



going to be off limits due to the oil.)



ETD for sea trials 06/20. ETD Pascagoula, MS



6/23 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyoplankton



survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume



scheduled work. ETA Galveston 06/30.



Delaware

II



June18 tbd DE-10-05 Benthic Habitat Underway en route GOMEX for DWH ops



(seafood study). Arrival Key West, FL 06/24



for staging. Departure 06/25



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water
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Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3.



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning



Document ID: 0.7.27.961.2







Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



June 15 Hurricane Season Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf Loop Current



flights could be rescheduled around any



tasking for Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings



would delay Gulf Loop Current flights by



several days.   DWH Loop Current flight,



departed 6/18, 0900L, MacDill AFB



N43RF



WP-3D



TBD TBD CALNEX (OAR California air quality



study)- Potential loss of 1 to 3 days



Reassignment to DWH for air quality study



per OAR request.  Arrived MacDill 6/7.



Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.



Returned to CALNEX 6/11.



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April September 


30 


Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September 


30 


Northeast Right Whale / BOWFEST DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



resumed June 7. Anticipated schedule is



approximately 5 flights every 14 days.



Tasking could be flown on Twin Otter N46RF



but belly port will be unavailable for use.



Additional crew would be required for N46F



due to crew duty day limitations.



N68RF



King Air



April September 


30 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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Update through June 21, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 Increase of 13 turtle strandings (2 dead in AL, 10 dead in MS, 1 dead in LA)



 Increase of 10 live turtles collected during offshore bird and turtle surveys (Louisiana



Department of Wildlife and Fisheries).  Two of these turtles were visibly oiled.



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



Sea Turtles



Total Turtle Numbers

527 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 23 from June



20 report)



 437 stranded* (increase of 13 from June 20)



o 396 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 13 from June 20)



o 41 of the stranded were found alive (no change from June 20)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 20)



 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 20)



 33 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from June 20)



 90 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 10 from June 20)



o 83 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 10 from June 20)



o 4 turtles collected dead (no change from June 20)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 20)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 396 dead stranded, 4 dead directed capture, and 7 that died

in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 20)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 20)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from June 20)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 20)



 278 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 13 from June



20)



 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis.  Further results are pending.
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Update through June 21, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 5 dead stranded sea



turtle and 6 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 78 live sea turtles and



3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1- June 21 is 182.



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically



stranding in the month of June (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

50 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no change from June



20).



 46 were dead stranded* dolphins (no change from June 20)



 4 were live stranded dolphins (no change from June 20)



o 1 died shortly after stranding (no change from June 20)



o 1 euthanized upon stranding (no change from June 20)



o 1 stranded live and freed immediately  (no change from June 20)



o 1 live and in care (no change from June 20)



1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no



change from June 20)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.
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Update through June 21, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 46 dead stranded and 2 live stranded dolphins that died or

were euthanized):



 25 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 20)



 7 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



20)



 8 full necropsies performed (no change from June 20)



 5 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 20)



 3 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 20)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 20)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



20)



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from June 20)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 20)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 20)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Three of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the two dead animals were externally oiled pre- or post-mortem.   All



other necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 21 is 18.



 This is higher than the number of marine mammal strandings that have been documented



in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and



reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter



of 2010.



 The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in the month of



June (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins
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Update through June 21, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 20 is 1.



 There are no records of stranded whales in the Gulf of Mexico for the month of June



(2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 Training to the marine mammal carcass retrieval and sampling plan for dead marine



mammals will be conducted this week via webinar.



 A sea turtle biologist (Georgia DNR) was placed offshore with one of the eight burn units



today.  Burns were planned for today but are likely to be halted by weather for the next



few days.  Initial reporting from this effort has not yet been received.



 The Sea Turtle Unit is working with NFWF to explore commercial carriers as a



possibility to implement the transport plan for the movement of turtle nests from the



northeastern Gulf to Atlantic Florida.



Document ID: 0.7.27.961.6







NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



June 23, 2010



** For Internal Use ONLY **



Document ID: 0.7.27.961.7







Topic Areas



• Long terms fisheries GOM Data –



• yellowfin tuna, swordfish



• Loop Current Dynamics



• International EEZs



• Protected Species Status



• Seafood Safety Sampling



• NOAA Assets



•Planes, Vessels and Charters
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- Gulf of Mexico pelagic longline logbook data for yellowfin tuna catches, and swordfish to evaluate the distribution for HMS



catch and effort in the SE GOM (1986-2009). 



-- Data are restricted to the dates June 15 - July 15 and the area from 81-87 degrees west, 23-29 north.



Caveats:



1)  The data shown are not a census of logbook data; the data have been somewhat censored to avoid suspect locations.



2)  Although such geographic location information can provide some general guidance as to where fish may be caught, the



catch rates are strongly influenced by various transient hydrographic features.  For example, fishers tend to make tuna sets



along the cooler side of fronts with strong sea surface temperature gradients.  If the goal is to maximize catch rates, an



experienced longline captain is your best bet. 
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for June 22, 2010
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• A few drifter trajectories confirm a



partial connection between the Eddy



Franklin and the Loop Current.



• Part of the inflow from Yucatan



continues to turn right into the Florida



Straits, while other goes to eddy



Franklin.



• Observations suggest that Eddy



Franklin and the Loop Current have



started to reattach.
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5
15 day surface drifter trajectories (starting points indicated by squares) 
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Loop current with Cuba, Mexico and US EEZs
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Turtles

Turtle Status



Total Verified Stranded Turtles 527



Total stranded turtles found dead 403



Total live stranded turtles currently in rehabilitation 116



Total live stranded turtles that died in rehabilitation 7



Total live stranded turtles released 4



Turtle Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 7



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



Number of full necropsies performed 59



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of



decomposition or unable to recover 46



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 265



Next flyovers will begin June 28
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Dolphins

Dolphin Status



Total Verified Dolphins 50



Total dead stranded dolphins 46



Total live dolphins currently in rehabilitation 1



Total live dolphins stranded that died in care 2



Total live released dolphins 1



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 25



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 7



Number of full necropsies performed 8



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of 



decomposition or unable to recover



5



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants 3 


Next flyovers will begin June 28
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Whales 
Whale Status



Total Verified Whales 1



Total dead stranded whales 1



Total live whales currently in rehabilitation 0



Total live whales stranded that died in care 0



Total live released whales 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 0



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of decomposition or unable to recover 1



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage



warrants 0



• The NOAA Ship Pisces reported a dead 25 ft sperm



whale located 150 miles due south of Pascagoula,



MS on June 15, 2010. 



•
The whale was decomposed and heavily



scavenged by sharks. 



•
There was no oil in the vicinity.



• The whale was photodocumented, sampled



(skin/blubber, external swab), and marked with blue



paint to reduce resighting/resampling.



•
NOAA and the Unified Command Wildlife Branch



have had numerous reports of sperm whales



sighted swimming in the oil, but this is the first



confirmed report of a dead whale since the



Deepwater Horizon oil spill began.



•
Sperm whales are the only endangered resident



cetacean in the upper Gulf of Mexico.  Their prime



habitat and feeding area are in the upper Gulf



offshore area, they feed and live at depth in areas



where undersea and aerial dispersants and oil have



been present for many weeks, and they feed on



deepwater squid which may also be impacted by



the oil and dispersants. 



• The NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter sailed yesterday for



a multi-week cruise to do photo-identification,



assessments, and biopsy of sperm whales, Bryde’s



whales, and other offshore cetaceans as well as to



tag sperm whales and Bryde’s whales and to



conduct prey density studies. 
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June 22, 2010



• Chemical analyses of 20 fish and shellfish samples (composites) have passed QA/QC review and were

posted on the NWFSC website--all concentrations (next slide) were well below the level of concern.



• Additional fish and shellfish samples continue to be processed for chemical analysis.



• Today, NWFSC staff is briefing Dr. Sally Yozel and Laura Furgione on seafood safety chemistry

procedures.



• To date, chemical analyses have been completed for 162 seafood samples (composites). 
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Concentrations (ng/g, wet weight) of selected polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons measured in edible tissues of shellfish collected in the Gulf of

Mexico region as part of the Deepwater Horizon MC Canyon 252- Seafood Safety Response 2010



NPH = naphthalene, FLU = Fluorene, ANT/PHN = anthracene/phenanthrene, FLA = fluoranthene, CHR = chrysene, BAP = benzo[a]pyrene, BAA =

benz[a]anthracene, PYR = pyrene



Lower molecular weight AHs (LMWAHs) ≤ 3 benzene rings; Higher molecular weight AHs (HMWAHs) > 3 benzene rings



SPECIES REGION



COLLECTION



_DATE



CLOSURE_A



REA_STATUS NPH FLU ANTPHN FLA PYR BAA CHR_ BAP



SUMLMW



AHS



SUMHMW



AHS

Atlantic



Croaker null null null 0.51 <0.29 0.4 <0.17 <0.17 <0.25 <0.29 <0.25 2.1 < LOQ



Blue Crab



Northern



Gulf of

Mexico null Baseline 0.77 <0.18 0.27 <0.10 <0.10 <0.15 <0.17 <0.15 2.3 < LOQ



Blue Crab null null Baseline 1.3 0.28 0.5 <0.085 <0.085 <0.12 <0.14 <0.13 6 0.12



Blue Crab null null Baseline 1.4 0.29 0.55 <0.077 <0.077 <0.11 <0.13 <0.12 5.7 0.16



Blue Crab null null Baseline 1.2 0.2 0.38 <0.097 <0.096 <0.14 <0.16 <0.15 5.2 < LOQ



Blue Crab null null Baseline 1 0.17 0.36 <0.088 <0.087 <0.13 <0.15 <0.13 4 < LOQ



Blue Crab



Northern

Gulf of



Mexico null Baseline 0.81 <0.21 0.26 <0.11 <0.11 <0.16 <0.19 <0.17 2.6 < LOQ



Blue Crab



Northern



Gulf of

Mexico null Baseline 1.1 <0.16 0.25 <0.086 <0.085 <0.12 <0.14 <0.13 3.1 < LOQ



Blue Crab null null Baseline 1.2 0.15 0.36 <0.078 <0.077 <0.11 <0.13 <0.12 3.4 < LOQ



Blue Crab



Northern

Gulf of



Mexico null Baseline 0.9 <0.21 0.26 <0.12 <0.12 <0.18 <0.21 <0.18 2.6 < LOQ



Blue Crab



Northern



Gulf of

Mexico null Baseline 0.77 <0.18 0.23 <0.095 <0.094 <0.14 <0.16 <0.14 2.8 < LOQ



Blue Crab



Northern

Gulf of



Mexico null Baseline 0.95 <0.16 0.26 <0.087 <0.087 <0.13 <0.15 <0.13 2.9 < LOQ

Fish null 5/22/14 null 0.97 2.1 6.3 <0.14 0.52 0.22 1.4 <0.21 38 2.5



Fish null null null 0.74 0.65 1.8 <0.10 0.23 <0.15 0.41 <0.16 12 0.64

Fish null null null 0.69 0.36 1 <0.15 <0.15 <0.22 <0.25 <0.22 7.1 < LOQ



Sand Sea



Trout null null null 0.48 <0.23 0.3 <0.13 <0.13 <0.20 <0.23 <0.20 1.9 < LOQ



Sand Sea

Trout null null null 0.61 <0.24 0.29 <0.14 <0.13 <0.20 <0.23 <0.20 2.2 < LOQ



Sand Sea



Trout null null null 0.5 <0.24 0.26 <0.14 <0.14 <0.21 <0.24 <0.22 2 < LOQ



Sheepshe

ad Porgy null null null 0.68 <0.22 0.28 <0.13 <0.13 <0.19 <0.22 <0.20 2 < LOQ



Southern

Kingfish null null null 0.41 <0.28 <0.28 <0.17 <0.17 <0.25 <0.29 <0.25 0.86 < LOQ



Southern

Kingfish null null null 0.51 <0.28 0.4 <0.16 <0.16 <0.24 <0.28 <0.25 2.2 < LOQ

White



Shrimp null null null 0.66 <0.40 <0.40 <0.25 <0.25 <0.37 <0.42 <0.38 1.9 < LOQ

White



Shrimp null null null 0.57 <0.28 0.3 <0.16 <0.16 <0.24 <0.28 <0.25 1.8 < LOQ
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 22 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 CALNEX Mission flight en-route to Boulder, CO, Ontario, CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Transit to AK for Grav-D mission.



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air Coastal mapping, Burlington, VT



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68



N46 


N43 


N56



N45



N57



N48
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 22 JUN 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF



PC 


DE



RB



TJ



GU

R2 


ID
 Status Today



DE
Underway enroute GOMEX for DWH seafood study. ETA Key West, FL 6/24 for



staging, ETD 6/25



TJ
 Underway for DWH acoustics and water sampling. ETA Key West, FL 7/2



HB
Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF
Alongside Charleston, SC. Departure delayed to ~6/26 following repairs.



Expecting tasking for DWH ops.



RB Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
Inport  Mobile, AL for dry dock repairs. ETD from dry dock 6/25. ETA Pascagoula,



MS 6/26. ETD to resume DWH marine mammal survey 6/29.



PC
Underway for scheduled reef fish project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 7/2



R2 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Sailing delayed until 6/23, staffing issues. On



departure will continue DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyoplankton survey (approx 3-4



days). ETA Galveston, TX 6/30.



EX

Indonesia 


DY 


HA 


RA 


KA



SH
DJ
MF



M2 


SE 
Hawaii 


Bering Sea



FA



ID Status Today



FA
Underway for scheduled project. Arrival 7/2 Seattle, WA.



SH
Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/25 for scheduled project.



MF Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/25 on scheduled project.



DY
Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/24 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA
Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 6/26 Pearl Harbor, HI



M2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/4 San Francisco, CA



SE
Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA
Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ
Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning week of 8/2



EX Alongside Bitung, Indonesia. Departure 6/24 for scheduled project
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Chartered Vessels and NOAA Small Boats



As of 22 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM R/V Brooks McCall Depart Port Fourchon, LA for working grounds



BB M/V Bunny Bordelon In Houma, LA



CH R/V Cape Hatteras In Gulfport, MS



CA R/V Caretta NOAA Small Boat, DWH began June 21



EN R/V Endeavor Deep water CTD casts by day, then AUV deployments at night



GY R/V Gandy CTD cast and reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL



JF R/V Jack Fitz Alongside in Houma, LA



OV R/V Ocean Veritas Deep water sampling, transit to Port Fourchon, LA



RB M/V Rachel Bordelon In Houma, LA



RC R/V Ryan Chouest Subsurface sampling off FL panhandle



BB 


= underway



= alongside



RC



BM 


EN
GY 


JF 


CA 


RB



OV 


CH 
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 22 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 CALNEX Mission flight en-route to Boulder, CO, Ontario, CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Transit to AK for Grav-D mission.



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air Coastal mapping, Burlington, VT



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68



N46 


N43



N56



N45



N57



N48
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 22 JUN 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF



PC 


DE



RB



TJ



GU

R2 


ID
 Status Today



DE
 Underway enroute GOMEX for DWH seafood study. ETA Key West, FL 6/24 for



staging, ETD 6/25



TJ
 Underway for DWH acoustics and water sampling. ETA Key West, FL 7/2



HB
 Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF
 Alongside Charleston, SC. Departure delayed to ~6/26 following repairs.



Expecting tasking for DWH ops.



RB
 Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
 Inport  Mobile, AL for dry dock repairs. ETD from dry dock 6/25. ETA Pascagoula,



MS 6/26. ETD to resume DWH marine mammal survey 6/29.



PC
 Underway for scheduled reef fish project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 7/2



R2 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Sailing delayed until 6/23, staffing issues. On



departure will continue DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyoplankton survey (approx 3-4



days). ETA Galveston, TX 6/30.



EX

Indonesia 


DY 


HA 


RA 


KA



SH
DJ

MF



M2 


SE 
Hawaii



Bering Sea



FA



ID Status Today



FA
 Underway for scheduled project. Arrival 7/2 Seattle, WA.



SH
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/25 for scheduled project.



MF Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/25 on scheduled project.



DY
 Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/24 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 6/26 Pearl Harbor, HI



M2
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/4 San Francisco, CA



SE
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA
 Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning week of 8/2



EX Alongside Bitung, Indonesia. Departure 6/24 for scheduled project
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Chartered Vessels and NOAA Small Boats



As of 22 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM R/V Brooks McCall Depart Port Fourchon, LA for working grounds



BB M/V Bunny Bordelon In Houma, LA



CH R/V Cape Hatteras In Gulfport, MS



CA R/V Caretta NOAA Small Boat, DWH began June 21



EN R/V Endeavor Deep water CTD casts by day, then AUV deployments at night



GY R/V Gandy CTD cast and reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL



JF R/V Jack Fitz Alongside in Houma, LA



OV R/V Ocean Veritas Deep water sampling, transit to Port Fourchon, LA



RB M/V Rachel Bordelon In Houma, LA



RC R/V Ryan Chouest Subsurface sampling off FL panhandle



BB



= underway



= alongside



RC



BM 


EN
GY 


JF 


CA 


RB



OV 


CH 
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N42RF



WP-3D Orion



Hurricane Season 6/6-9/30 N/A N/A N/A OMAO: Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf



Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would



delay Gulf Loop Current flights by several



days



N43RF



WP-3D Orion



CALNEX 4/23-6/30 7-11 June DWH tasking in GOM complete



Phase



Maintenance



7/1-7/31



Hurricane Season 8/1-9/30 N/A N/A N/A



N46RF



Twin Otter



Fuel Tank Install 6/15-6/30



COMIDA 7/1-9/30 Chukchi Sea,



Alaska



No, survey period is



defined by the



timing of the open



water season



No Yes, charter



options will be much



more expensive.



ONLY platform flying aerial surveys



offshore over the Chukchi Sea Planning



Area, and the /ONLY/ data that can be



used to estimate marine mammal



density/abundance and provide baseline



data for NMFS, MMS and other regulatory



agencies.



OMAO: Extending Multi Spectral Oil



Analysis flights beyond June 15 will



impact Alaska Marine Mammal surveys.



Additionally, engine overhaul date will be



accelerated due to increased utilization



and installation of extended range fuel



tank will be delayed.
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N48RF



Twin Otter



CALNEX 5/4-7/20



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/31



Leatherback



Turtles



9/10-10/2



N56RF



Twin Otter



Steller Sea Lion 6/4-7/14 Alaska, SE to 


western



Aleutians



No. Biological



constraints require



7 June-14 July



survey window.



Yes No.  Charter pilots not



available with



specialized experience



required to safely



perform survey in the



western Aleutians.



NMFS currently consulting on the effects



of the $2 billion Alaskan groundfish



fisheries on the recovery of the western



SSL stock.  Lack of stock assessment data



could result in fishery restrictions which



would be at least controversial, and at



worst, the subject of litigation.



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/25



BWASP 9/1-9/30 Alaska, 


Beaufort Sea 


No Yes, another Twin Otter



charter company exists



in Alaska that has



conducted marine



mammal aerial surveys,



but there is no contract



vehicle



in place and they will be



considerably more



expensive.



Losing one year of data in this continuum



would interrupt collection of data that has



been used to investigate spatiotemporal



changes in the bowhead whale migration



over three decades.  This is a particularly



critical period in the Alaskan Arctic marine



ecosystem due to unknown but probable



impacts related to climate change.



N57RF



Twin Otter



NERW 10/1-6/30 OMAO:  DWH Marine Mammal flights



tasking resumed June 7.  Anticipated



Document ID: 0.7.27.961.9







Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



schedule is approximately 5 flights every



14 days.



Cetacean



Abundance



7/1-8/31 GA/SC border 


to eastern Nova



Scotia including



Georges Bank



and the Gulf of



Maine (33 
o

N –



45

o



N Lat;



081

o

W – 058 


o

W



Long)



No delay option



acceptable– the



survey is temporally



sensitive



Yes Yes. However



procurement limitations



prevent us from



chartering a twin otter



aircraft in time for the



survey.



This is the busy season for right whales--



every survey we do up here reduces the



risk of right whale ship strike. We have



committed to MMS that we were going to



do this survey this summer, and without



the twin otter aerial component, there is



no utility in conducting a small scale ship



based survey. We have committed to



providing a coastwide turtle survey this



summer (Congress and the fishing industry



will be highly critical of NMFS if we don't



do the survey).  Without this survey, the



last survey will be so old that we won't be



able to set a potential biological removal



(PBR) for most Atlantic marine mammal



species. If the Loop Current brings the oil



up the East Coast, it will be critical to have



conducted this survey in advance of the



oil.



BOWFEST 9/1-10/20 Barrow, Alaska No,  No No alternate aircraft are



known that can



incorporate the



large triple-camera



mount system.



If no aerial surveys can be conducted in



2010, a



critical piece of a complex study program



will be lost.



N68RF



King Air



Coastal Mapping  10/1-9/30  Y Y



Would require



additional funding which



would vary depending



on the number of



storms. For 50 hours or



No pre or post storm damage assessment



imagery collected by NOAA.



Lidar acceptance testing: Impact - Cancel



acquisition of system or accepts system  as



is. Estimated cost of procurement is



Currently Deployed to Support DWH



collecting imagery being processed by



RSD personnel.



Impact - Imagery that has been



previously collected is being provided to
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



imagery estimated costs



are ~ $180K



$1.7M. If contract were canceled NOAA



would likely lose the funding for this



valuable new tool for IOCM projects. If



systems were accepted as is and there



were problems with the system, NOAA



would have to fund resolving the issues



with the system.



contractors for processing. In addition,



contractors have ARRA funded projects



that are being reviewed by RSD. Should



be able to sustain through the end of the



fiscal year.



OMAO: Risk of not meeting GPRA goals



for shoreline mapping.



N45RF



Jet Prop



GRAV-D  5/31-8/31
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Gordon Gunter GU-10-03, 


Leg I-III



Marine Mammals



6/15-8/5 GOM NO YES NO Unable to provide marine mammal 


abundance & distribution information to



meet MMPA mandated mammal stock



assessment requirements.  Unable to



provide data & document long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM marine



mammal populations.



None Presently alongside  Pascagoula June 5-



14 conducting repairs and ABS



inspection.



8/5-9 Fleet Inspection



GU-10-04



Leg I and II



Fall



Ichthyoplankton



8/24-9/30 GOM NO YES NO Unable to support current stock 


assessments for red snapper, king



mackerel, and vermillion snapper; and



future stock assessments for Spanish



mackerel, gray triggerfish, and red drum.



Would be unable to assess long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM



ichthyoplankton.



None



Pisces PC-10-03 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP Reef



Fish



6/14 – 7/25 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack. Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



PC-10-05 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4,  S Atlantic



Reef Fish



8/3 – 9/25 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



Oregon II R2-10-01 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP



Summer



6/15 – 7/17 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, king mackerel, yellowedge



grouper, and small coastal sharks.  Unable



None
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Groundfish to assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



GOM groundfish species.



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



7/24-8/5 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish. Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



8/7 – 9/29 GoM  NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish.  Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



Delaware II DE-10-05 Benthic 


Habitat 


6/14 – 6/25 NE Atlantic



(Georges



Bank)



Yes, this is ongoing



research that will



continue into the



future



No Yes, require 6 berths,



crane, A-frame, CTD



operations, 220 v AC



power, and depth



sounder



Research aimed at understanding



relationship among juvenile Atlantic



cod/sea scallops/haddock and their



habitat, including invasive tunicate



Didemnum, with specific reference to



juvenile mortality



Delaying this cruise a year will prevent



the annual measurement of the



encroachment of the invasive species on



Georges Bank.



DE-10-07



ECOMON



8/16 – 9/1 NE Atlantic



(Cape Hatteras



– Nova Scotia)



No, this cruise is part



of both bi-monthly



and annual



environmental



monitoring time



series and provides



ground truth for



Yes Yes. Hugh R. Sharp or 


another research vessel 


Interrupt a 40 year oceanographic and



plankton time series. Nulify attempts to



document hydrocarbon transport to the



NE U.S. Shelf; compromise SeaWiFS



ground truth, sea bird monitoring, efforts



to improve the assessments of yellowtail



flounder through oceanographic



None It should be recognized that this cruise



complements oil spill research that is



being conducted in the Gulf of Mexico
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



SeaWiFS.



Hydrocarbon



sampling is planned



off of the east coast.



monitoring; postpone efforts to begin



ocean acidification of the NE U.S. shelf.



DE-10-06  Herring



Hydroacoustic



Survey, Leg 1, 2



9/8 – 9/30 NE Atlantic 


(Georges



Bank)



No, temporally



sensitive in terms of



both an annual



survey and a multi-



year time series.



Yes No. Vessel capabilities



and acoustic signature



critically important



The Atlantic herring resource is valuable



as an economic resource and is highly



controversial due to its importance in the



ecosystem. Accurate estimates of the



stock is critical. Historically acoustic



surveys have been critical to the



assessment of those stocks. The impact of



the loss of this cruise will limit our ability



to determine the utility of this survey and



assessment of Atlantic herring.



None



Thomas



Jefferson



TJ-10-03



DWH Tasking



5/17 -5/28



5/23-5/28



GOM - FGNMS No  - Impact on 


successive projects



does not allow for



delay without impact



to those projects.



No FGNMS, though OCS,



could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the snm of



production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



The DWH tasking for the remainder of this



leg will result in 75 square nmi, of a



planned 150 square nmi, not being



surveyed,



The collection of a combination of



multibeam and backscatter survey data



was scheduled to take place on board the



TJ, to map several reefs and banks in the



NW Gulf of Mexico, all of which will be



targeted for habitat characterization and



ground truthing operations in the future.



These operations will not be undertaken



until the surveys have been completed.



DWH tasking occurred



from  5/23 to 5/28 to



deploy navy gliders,



current drifters and



profiling floats.



The FGNMS project DAS have already



been lost due to a week of downtime



caused by generator problems, then the



initial 6 DAS the TJ diverted to deploy



Navy gliders and drifters.  Plans  are in



plance to make up 6 days lost prior to



DWH tasking during TJ-10-02 leg 5, 6/14-



7/02
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



TJ-10-02 6/01-6/11, 


leg 4 


GOM  No  No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 75 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed.



DWH Tasking



Occurred 6/1-6/11 to



conduct Western



Sentry project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Imperative that



the ship be given at time to  “square off”



the existing hydrographic project. TJ is



the only vessel that can complete the



work.



TJ-10-02 6/14-7/02, 


leg 5 


GOM  No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $0.5M



Estimated cost for



FGNMS survey is $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 25 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed,



Cancelling project leg will also result in a



loss of 6 DAS planned to support FGNMS



project to make up for the time lost to



mechanical repairs resuliting in 75 square



nmi,of the planned 150 square nmi, from



being completed.



DWH Tasking



scheduled for 6/14-



7/02 to conduct



additional work on the



Western Sentry



project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Two days will be



allocated for the ship to “square off” the



existing hydrographic project before



resuming the DWH Western Sentry



project.  Total DWH tasking has resulted



in a production loss of 100 square nmi.



The production loss can be replaced



through contracting at a total cost of



$2.0M (100 square nmi).



Total cost to contract FGNMS project is



$3.0M (150 square nmi).



TJ-10-04 Leg I-IV  7/7-8/31  Key West Area Yes – The project 


could be delayed but



the delay would be at



the expense of the



No No – Vessel capability



and planned equimpent



test and evaluation not



possible though contract



The Key West project is an IOCM project



with several partners, including the



planned testing of new technologies.



Although the project could be delayed,



OCS could



accommodate 2 more



legs of DWH response



with minimal impact.



Approaches to Key West. Arrive  Norfolk



8/31



Estimated average loss of production per
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



successive project or



a reduction of the



project as planned.



for this project, OCS believes it is important to complete



the project this year using the equipment



and personnel currently on the TJ



Canceling the project will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 220 square nmi



not being completed.  This loss of



productiion could be contracted at a cost



of $4.4 M



Delay the start of the



Key West Project by a



leg and delay the



return to Norfolk by a



leg.



leg tasked is between 30 to 60 square



nmi.



TJ-10-05



Leg I



9/9-17  Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi-



year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 20 square nmi



not being completed.



TJ is scheduled to transit from Key west



to  Norfolk VA on or about 8/26



TJ-10-05



Leg 2



9/20-30 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi-



year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 30 square nmi



not being completed.



Estimated cost to contract lost



production if tasked for both legs is



$0.9M (50 square nmi)



Nancy Foster  NF-10-06-PR  6/21-7/2  GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. Program



would try to accomplish



This is a requirement of the Sanctuary



Advisory Council in order to obtain their



endorsement of a proposed experimental



None Baseline Assessment of Fish and Benthic



Communities of FGBNMS.
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Leg 1 & Leg II various contracts



used to support this



project.



all activities from small



boats or lease a local



UNOLS vessel for 10k



per day for which we



(NOS) don’t have the



appropriate budget nor



is there adequate time



on the schedule



closure of one of the banks.   Failure to



not complete this requirement would



result in no endorsement by the Sanctuary



Advisory Council.



NF-10-07-TER  7/6-20  Tortugas/GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



contracts involving



ROV rental, travel



arrangements,



supplies and etc.



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. This could be



reworked to use the



State of Florida vessel



R/V Weatherbird under



our existing IDIQ



contract.  To get the



same amount of



mapping done we would



get on the Foster would



require an additional



$62K.  This estimate is



based on our contract



day rate of $12.5K for



seven days at sea and



subtracting the existing



$25.5K obligated to USF.



Timing is not a great



concern; we can do it



whenever the ship is



available in St.



The impact of not doing the work will



mean a loss of knowledge of any deep



coral or sponge habitat in the target area



(between Steamboat Lumps MPA in the



north to existing Pulley Ridge HAPC map



coverage in the south).  A total of $30,000



in Coral Reef Conservation Program



funding was obtained for the project, and



$25.5k has already been obligated for data



collection and processing.



None Biogeography Analysis of Tortugas



Ecological Reserve
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Petersburg, FL.



NF-10-08-



FGBNMS



7/22-29  GoM Delaying Flower 


Gardens would result



in a loss of $200k of



Coral Program



allocated funds. The



shallow-water diving



leg (late July) could



potentially be



accomplished later



this FY. The tech



diving leg (mid July)



would be very



difficult to delay in



that it relies on an



external partner that



provided matching



for the project. The



partner has already



committed to the



scheduled dates and



they are unlikely to



be available later this



FY.



Y Would require charter  if 


NF tasked. The project



could be completed by



the FGBNMS vessel



R/VManta.  There are no



other appropriate



vessels that are available



for charter at this late



date. However, there is



no funding to support



the operation of the



MANTA for this



purpose. Program



allocation of funds is not



adequate to operate the



vessel beyond already



allocated commitments



without dedicated



funding from an outside



(i.e. grant, partner, etc.)



source.



This project is absolutely dependent upon



the FOSTER ship time in FY2010. The



availability of ship time was a key factor in



this project being funded by CRCP. If this



project is not implemented in 2010, we



stand to lose future funding by CRCP. It



will also delay the potential



implementation of an important



management action for the protection of



coral reefs in US waters.



None Flower Garden Banks NMS Coral Disease



and Bleaching Monitoring
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



NF-10-09-RACOW 8/2-12 GoM (Vicinity



of DWH Oil



Spill)



No.  Both the



scientific scope and



general location of



this project are



relevant to



addressing potential



ecological impacts of



the Deepwater



Horizon oil spill.  Due



to the spill and



related response



needs, we will be



remaining flexible to



conduct the survey



either in the western



Gulf of Mexico as



originally planned or



to shift the location



to the eastern



portion of the Gulf



(shelf waters from



Mississippi delta to



Tampa) depending



on where the



majority of oil ends



up.  By doing so, in



addition to



addressing our



original project goals,



we will be providing



a basis for assessing



Y Yes if another NOAA



vessel or NANCY FOSTER



equivalent platform was



made available.



If this mission is not completed, we will be



unable to effectively address important



goals under NOAA's legal mandates (e.g.,



Clean Water Act, National Coastal



Monitoring Act, National Marine



Sanctuaries Act) to provide adequate



ecological characterizations of aquatic



living marine resources and ecosystem



stressors in the nation’s coastal ocean



waters.  Moreover, given the project’s



relevancy to the current Gulf of Mexico



oil-spill event, not conducting the project



would miss a tremendous opportunity to



apply NOAA’s existing assets to assisting



with oil-spill response and assessment



needs.



Highly recommend



this project remain as



scheduled due to its



congruent alignment



with the ecological



recovery efforts of the



DWH oil spill.



Regional Assessment of Coastal Ocean



Waters - GRNMS



This project is part of a series of



nationwide surveys aimed at assessing



the status of ecosystem conditions and



stressor impacts in coastal-ocean (shelf)



waters around the U.S.
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



oil-spill impacts



throughout these



offshore waters and



thus assisting in



NOAA’s response



efforts.  At present,



our plan is to



incorporate a



probabilistic



sampling design



(consistent with



other components of



this ongoing offshore



ecological



assessment series) in



order to provide a



basis for making



unbiased statistical



estimates of the



spatial extent and



magnitude of



condition relative to



the various



synoptically



measured variables



and corresponding



management



thresholds.
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



NF-10-10-CHS



Leg I  & II



8/15-28  Florida Keys



GoM



No. Deep Coral



Mapping of the



South Atlantic Bight



cannot be delayed as



funds cannot be



carried over. This is



the last cruise of the



fiscal year for the



program.



Y Yes possibly.  NF is one 


of the few vessel



capable of mapping and



characterizing deep



coral ecosystems. This



includes the deep water



multibeam system and



fish acoustics systems.



No other NOAA ship



presently has this dual



capability. While it is



conceivably possible to



temporarily install these



systems on vessels of



opportunity, it would be



at considerable expense.



This information is critical and time



sensitive.  Failure to conduct this research



would impact the data that is used to



support and update the Fishery



Management Plan and designation of



Habitat Areas of Critical Concern by the



South Atlantic Fishery Management



Council. Also, data supporting



subsequent biological monitoring and



coral sampling with the JASON ROV



onboard the NOAA Ship RON BROWN in



November 2010 will be lost as well as



severely impacting short-term



management measures and the



protection of mandated resources.



None Characterization of Shallow to Mid-Water



Seafloor Habitats of South Florida



NF-10-11-LF



Leg I & II



8/31-9/11  SE Atlantic Yes.  The invasive 


lionfish research



could potentially be



delayed up to a



month with



acceptable impact to



the science, since



late



September/October



are very similar



seasons. Personnel



impact may be much



more detrimental as



we have transferred



Y This project can NOT be



chartered due to the



type of operation



(personnel, equipment,



safety needs) and the



extent of the research



area that is examined



(Onslow Bay NC from 75



to 200 fsw).



Currently, there are no annual monitoring



programs focused on collecting baseline



information on the hard bottom reef



communities.  Data collected will



definitely enhance the development and



continuation of such monitoring system



which is critical in detecting responses by



reef communities to climate change



Invasive Lionfish Population  Monitoring



of Mid-Atlantic Project
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Updated on 22 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



money for NURC



support of our dive



operations and need



their participation to



complete the cruise.



So timing of all the



personnel would



need to be shifted



and may not be



possible.



NF-10-12-NC  9/14-27 Project was canceled May 21 at request of 


OAR/OER.



Norfolk Canyon



Ronald H. Brown RB-10-02 


Tsunami Mapping



9/6-9/11;



with 4-day



extension,



dates would



be 9/5-9/14



Caribbean Yes; however, post- 


earthquake data is



“very perishable”



according to USGS PI.



No Yes, but impractical due



to expense. Original



scheduling of RB took



advantage of nearby



NTAS transit.



Reduces or eliminates opportunity for



NOAA to actively support risk analysis



around Port-au-Prince.



Ship could possibly be



retasked from post-



Fleet Inspection to



start of NTAS/MOVE



cruise (San Juan, PR),



roughly 8/27-9/12.



RB-10-03



NTAS/MOVE



mooring



turnaround



9/12-9/26;



with 4-day



TSUCAR



extension,



dates would



be 9/15-9/29



Northwest



Tropical



Atlantic



No.  NTAS/MOVE



turnaround cruise



has already been



delayed 2X.  Relative



to the last



deployment on 29



June 2009, the



planned turnaround



cruise (15-29 Sep) is



beyond the 14 month



Yes In principle, if charter



cruise were 9/15/2010



or sooner.   Approx cost



= $21K/day X 22 days =



$462K.



Irreplaceable loss of surface flux data from



10 year record, compromise in accuracy of



subsurface transport record, inability to



meet NOAA mission goals for Climate, and



Weather/Water for which the projects



were established.



Document ID: 0.7.27.961.10
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



maximum interval,



and we already



expect some



unrecoverable data



loss.



Henry B. Bigelow HB-10-03 


Leg 1, 2, 3



Cetacean



Abundance



6/7-8/11 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-04 Habitat



Mapping



8/18-8/27 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-05



Leg 1,2



Autumn Bottom



Trawl & Acoustics



Survey



9/7-9/30 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP
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N42 WP-3D



N43 WP-3D
 CALNEX Hurricane Season



N43 - Arrived MacDill AFB 6/7.  Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.  Return to CALNEX on 6/11



N46 Twin Otter



N48 Twin Otter



N56 Twin Otter



N57 Twin Otter



N68 King Air



Bigelow



Delaware II



Underway en route GOMEX for DWH ops (seafood study). Arrival Key West, FL 06/24 for staging. Departure 06/25



Brown



Foster

Foster - potential re-task for DWH response.  ETD from Charleston delayed to due to contining maintenance 6/25.



Gunter 
Gunter  - scheduled marine mammal cruise shifted to GOM



Jefferson 
Jefferson  - DWH Western Sentry II



Oregon II 
Sea trials 06/20. ETD Pascagoula, MS 6/22 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyoplankton survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume scheduled work. ETA Galveston 06/30.



Pisces



Departed 6/14 for scheduled project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA Pascagoula, MS 7/2



NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



Nov



Pully Ridge/Tortugas/FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



Repairs 


Repairs 


Sep 


Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection 


DWH Marine Mammals 


GRNMS 


F.I. 


FGBNMS 


Fall Plankton



Jun Aug Jul 


MRP/Trials 


R/V HST 


Sep 


BOWFEST



Benthic ECOMON 


NERW



in Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



MX 


Groundfish 


Warranty 


Key West 


Oct 


Chesapeake Bay



South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



Longline Shark / Red Snapper



OMAO Assets (as of 6/20/10)



Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



Nov
Oct Jun 


Hurricane Season
DWH Gulf Loop 


DWH Multi Spectral 


Jul 


Continuation of DWH Multi Spectral Oil, Mobile, AL



Harbor Seals



Aug 


BWASP



CALNEX 


Cetacean Abundance 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities



Tsunami/Trop. Atl



Marine Mammal Surveys



Steller Sea Lions 


ECOMON 


Harbor Seals 


SEAMAP Reef Fish 


DWH 


NOAA Line Office Assets



4/21/2011
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NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 6/21.



Scheduled to conduct trap/video surveys out of Panama City the reamainder of the month.



R/V Caretta



R/V Harold B



R/V Gandy



4/21/2011
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25' Parker NOS small boat w/ twin outboards in Charleston, SC, available for deployment and trailerable



In Panama City gearing up for bottom long line operations



Deep water sampling 10km NE of wellhead and working N to NW at 10km.



In Houma, LA



Deepwater sampling, CTD’s, and surface sampling 5.5nm S of wellhead.



Calibrate AUV, CTD casts, then AUV deployment



Deepwater ROV sampling at 2km ring of wellhead



In Port Fourchon, LA, departing 1800



LOOP current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



Acoustic survey 5nm NW of wellhead working clockwise



Subsurface sampling off FL panhandle



In Miami, FL



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.  *No end date specified for gliders.



Monitoring and sampling oceanographic conditions



Oct Jul Aug 


Other Assets

Nov
Sep 


NAVO Gliders



Brooks McCall



Ryan Chouest



Bunny Bordelon



Capt Hatteras



Rachel Bordelon



Endeavor



Ocean Veritas



Pelican



DWH*



Beau Rivage



Jun 


Jack Fitz



IOOS Gliders



Walton Smith



4/21/2011
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Received(Date): Mon, 12 Jul 2010 17:45:35 -0400

From: Grace Wahlbrink <Grace.Wahlbrink@noaa.gov>

Subject: Daily ACTIONS and UPDATES 7.12.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

Deepwater Interagency Notes 7-6-10.doc

Mammal_Turtle_Data_11_July.xls

Mammal_Turtle_Data_11_July-SUMMARY.xls

MMST_Health_and_Stranding_Update_for_12_July_FINAL.doc

NRDA Activities Report_07-12-10.doc



      PRIORITY

ISSUES

RESPONSE OPERATIONS - NIC/ICC/NRT  Please find attached the afternoon

update for the Response Operations Box. Please let me know if you have

any questions or require additional information.

SCIENCE  please find the NOAA DWH Science Briefing and the OMAO asset

documents



* TJ Leg 3 preliminary Data

* Air Quality Update

* Loop Current Dynamics

* Protected Species Status

* Seafood Safety Sampling

* Seafood Analysis of PAHs

* NOAA Assets

o IOOS (5 min briefing)

o Planes, Vessels and Charters

LMR  Fisheries Closures

* There was a modification to the closed area for July 12, 2010.

o The northwestern edge is now located about 17 miles east of the

Louisiana-Texas border.

o The new closure will become effective at 6 PM Eastern Time tonight.

o The new closure measures 84,101 sq mi (217,821 sq km) and covers about

35% of the GOM EEZ, compared to the July 4 closure comprising 81,181 sq

mi (210,259 sq km) and covering about 34% of the GOM EEZ.

* Continuing to develop the re-opening proposal for the southeastern

portion of the Gulf EEZ.



Seafood Safety Program

8 Vessels out collecting Seafood Safety Program samples

o 1 Collecting closed area/reopening samples as of COB July 11, 2010

· 0 western area

· 1 eastern area (Caretta)

o 7 Collecting baseline data as of COB July 11, 2010

· 2 west of closed area –

· OREGON II - (samples due to Pascagoula July 17, 2010).

· Pisces- (samples due to Pascagoula July 13, 2010)

· 5 east of closed area –

Gandy – samples due to Pascagoula July 25, 2010.

Four for hire boats samples due to Pascagoula July 17, 2010.



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding

* The first hatchlings from a translocated nest have emerged and were

released on the east coast of Florida. A total of 22 Kemp's ridley

hatchlings were released.

LMR (2)  * 651 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated

spill area” (increase of 7 from July 11 report)

o 509 stranded (increase of 3 from July 11 report)
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+ 453 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 3 from July 11 report)

o 142 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts

(increase of 5 from July 11 report)

+ 138 of the collected were found alive (increase of 5 from July 11 report)

+ 3 turtles recovered live that died in rehab (no change from July 11

report)0 turtles released alive (no change from July 11 report)

+ 135 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 5 from July 11 report)

* COE/State of Louisiana Hopper Dredge Project and Associated Trawling

for Turtles

o 52 sea turtles captured in trawlers working near the dredging site

(increase of 13 from July 11 report)

+ 1 of the captured was dead (increase of 1 from July 11 report)

+ 51 of the captured were alive (increase of 12 from July 11 report)

+ 50 unoiled turtles released alive (increase of 12 from July 11 report)

* 64 total marine mammals have been verified to date (increase of 1 from

July 11 report)

o 63 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill

area” (increase of 1 from July 11 report)

+ 58 were dead stranded dolphins (increase of 1 from July 11 report)

* Multiple discussions with Unified and Area Commands (including with

NOAA SSCs) have occurred on the Gulf-wide observer program (maximum of

60 observers). A phased approach to the program has been developed.

Movement on the contract is anticipated on July 12 either by BP or by

USCG’s Federal Fund.

LMR (3)  * The hopper dredges continue to operate in the borrow areas

near the Chandeleur Islands and required relocation trawling continues,

with 1 capture trawler and 2 open net disturb turtles only trawlers. One

sea turtle died during the capture trawler tows. A fourth trawler, which

will be used to conduct captures, is expected on site within 48 hours.

No takes of turtles have been reported from the hopper dredges.

* In situ burn activities were conducted on July 11. Five observers were

at sea with the burn task forces. Reports from the observers are pending.

* The wildlife hotline is receiving increasing reports of live dolphins

believed to be in distress, including dolphins “trapped” behind booms or

observed swimming in oil. Efforts are made to document and verify each

sighting when logistically feasible.

NRDA  Attached is the full NRDA daily report and daily activity quad for

July 12, 2010.

ASSETS AND PLATFORMS  The following digital files are attached.

Information is current as of

Date Time Group in subject line.



1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations of assets.

2. OMAO Assets Excel Gantt Chart showing projects assigned to each asset.

3. Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule Word document

identifying impacts to NOAA projects should OMAO assets be tasked

4. DWH Ship Tasking Impacts.

5. DWH Aircraft Tasking Impacts.

OPERATIONAL

REGIONAL  No Update

LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS  No Update

COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS  No Update

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT  See Attached Quad PDF "7.12.2010_Combined Quad.pdf"

DATA INFORMATION  See Attached Quad PDF "7.12.2010_Combined Quad.pdf"

IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS  See Attached Quad PDF "7.12.2010_Combined

Quad.pdf"

LEGAL / GC  Translations of general fisheries information in Vietnamese

and Spanish are available and posted online daily. Information in those
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languages also became available last week on the 1-800 number listed in

the bulletins. NOAA's Office of General Counsel is forwarding the

translated bulletins to all the law enforcement agents and supervisors

working in the Southeast, along with the reminder to continue to use all

available means to make the fishing community aware of the translated

bulletins and their contents.

POLICY / BUDGET  No Update

ECONOMICS / RECOVERY  July 6 Integrated Services Team meeting notes

attached.



Daily Actions and Updates



7.12.2010



Includes Quad Slides from International



Affairs, Data & Information, NRDA, and



External Affairs
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Oiling Criteria



Defined Categories of Stranded Marine Mammals/Sea Turtles During MC 252 Spill



1)   Visibly Oiled



a. Evidence of external oiling (live or dead animals); or



b. Evidence of internal oiling on initial exam: Oil in oral cavity, nares or blowhole (live or dead animals); or



c. Evidence of internal oiling on necropsy: Oil in esophagus, gastrointestinal tract and/or respiratory tract (dead animals).

2)   Not Visibly Oiled: Do not meet criteria above. Note not visibly oiled does not imply cause of death nor whether this event



impacted the animal.



Procedures for Determining Oiling Status in Marine Mammals or Sea Turtles



1)   Upon report of stranded animal, designated members of the Wildlife Branch (trained to appropriate evidence collection and



Chain of Custody procedure) will be dispatched to the site for initial evaluation.



2)   All animals within the “designated spill area” will be immediately externally evaluated, sampled, and photographed following



NOAA’s “Marine Mammal Oil Spill Response Guidelines” or the established “Sea Turtle MS 252 Response Guidelines”.



a.     All animals within a specified distance that affected mammals or turtles may travel or float after being affected (distance to



be determined upon daily consultation with the Envt Unit within the Planning Section and the NRDA Unit) will be immediately



externally evaluated and, if suspicious, will be externally sampled.



b.     Those animals not within or adjacent to the “designated spill area” should not  be considered as part of this spill and not be



accounted for in the spill documentation (but standard stranding procedures should be followed).



3)   All stranded animals will be grossly evaluated by necropsy (cetacea at site of stranding, at the primary care facility, or at a pre-



determined necropsy site if logistically feasible, sea turtles at the primary care facility or at a designated remote pathology center).



a.     For certain carcasses, such as turtles with open coelomic cavities or dolphins in advanced state of decomposition and no



intact GI tract, it may not be possible to pathologically determine cause of death or pathologies and collect useable tissues. The



sampling of these animals will be for the presence of external oil only.



4)   Oiling status will be determined based on external and internal gross evaluation. NOTE THAT THE DETERMINATION OF OILING



STATUS DOES NOT ESTABLISH SUB-APPARENT OIL EXPOSURE OR THE CAUSE OF DEATH. In fact, some gross pathological changes,



such as respiratory damage or significant irritation to ocular tissues or mucous membranes, can be associated with oil exposure. The



determination of these types of impacts must come from further evaluation of the samples and other evidence, such as



histopathological evaluation of tissues and/or PAH analysis of the biological samples.
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Summary Totals



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 1 31 0 32 0 Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun 2 3 0 2 17 2 26 1



1-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0



3-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



4-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



5-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0



6-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



7-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



8-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0



9-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0



10-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



11-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0



Category Totals 2 3 0 3 50 5 63 1



TOTAL Dolphins



Dead
Live



Date



Totals 
Released



Page 2 of 14



Document ID: 0.7.27.972.9







Summary Totals



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Subtotal 26 Apr-31 May



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun 0 0 0 0 0 1 1



1-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



4-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



5-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



6-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



7-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



8-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



9-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



10-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



11-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 1 1



Date



Totals



TOTAL Whales



Live Dead
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Summary Totals



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 26 Apr-31 May 12 17 0 1 82 153 265 4



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun 91 33 1 10 0 195 330 0



1-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jul-10 1 1 0 1 0 0 3 0



3-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



4-Jul-10 0 1 0 0 0 2 3 0



5-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0



6-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 0



7-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0



8-Jul-10 10 1 0 0 0 3 14 7



9-Jul-10 11 1 0 0 0 0 12 0



10-Jul-10 10 0 0 1 0 1 12 0



11-Jul-10 4 0 0 1 0 2 7 0



Category Totals 139 54 1 14 82 361 651 11



Released



TOTAL Turtles



Date



Totals 


Dead
Live 
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Summary Totals



Loggerhead 
Kemp's



Ridley 
Loggerhead 


Kemp's



Ridley



Subtotal 26 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun 0 1 0 0



1-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



2-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



3-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



4-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



5-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



6-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



7-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



8-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



9-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



10-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



11-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0



# of Nests  # of Hatchlings



Turtles - Translocation of Gulf Nests
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Status Summary



Dolphin



Status



Whale



Status



Turtle Status -



Stranded



Turtle Status -



Captured



Verified Animals



   Total animals collected 63 1 509 142



      Total dead animals 58 1 453 4



      Total live animals 5 0 56 138



         Total live animals stranded that died in care 3 0 4 3



         Total live released animals 1 0 11 0



         Total live animals currently in rehabilitation 1 0 41 135



Oiling Status



   Total dead oiled animals 3 0 11 3



   Total live oiled animals 2 0 11 128



Animal Necropsy Status



   Number collected and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 28 0



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 11 0



   Number of full necropsies performed 11 0



   Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover 8 1



 Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants
 3 0 335



7



17



59



46
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Dolphins



Visibl



y



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Visibl



y



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 


Subtotal 26 Apr-31



May 
0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun 1 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 2 0 0 1 0 0



1-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



4-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



5-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



6-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



7-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



8-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



9-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



10-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



11-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 1 0 0 0 3 3 1 1 2 0 0 1 0 0



Species Total 


Dolphins - ALABAMA 


Released



4



Dolphins - FLORIDA



Released



Live Dead



7 


Live Dead 
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Dolphins



Subtotal 26 Apr-31



May



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun



1-Jul-10



2-Jul-10



3-Jul-10



4-Jul-10



5-Jul-10



6-Jul-10



7-Jul-10



8-Jul-10



9-Jul-10



10-Jul-10



11-Jul-10



TOTALS



Species Total



Visibl



y



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 


0 0 0 1 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 32



0 1 0 1 11 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 26



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1



0 1 0 2 32 0 0 0 0 0 1 14 2
 0 63



Released 


Dead Live Live 
Daily



Totals



35 


Released 


Dolphins - LOUISIANA 


17



Dolphins - MISSISSIPPI

Dead
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Whales



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



1-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



4-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



5-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



6-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



7-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



8-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



9-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



10-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



11-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Species Total 


Live Dead



0



Whales - ALABAMA 


0 


Dead 


Whales - FLORIDA



Live 
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Whales



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun



1-Jul-10



2-Jul-10



3-Jul-10



4-Jul-10



5-Jul-10



6-Jul-10



7-Jul-10



8-Jul-10



9-Jul-10



10-Jul-10



11-Jul-10



TOTALS



Species Total



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0



Whales - MISSISSIPPI



Live Dead
Live Dead



Whales - LOUISIANA
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Whales



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun



1-Jul-10



2-Jul-10



3-Jul-10



4-Jul-10



5-Jul-10



6-Jul-10



7-Jul-10



8-Jul-10



9-Jul-10



10-Jul-10



11-Jul-10



TOTALS



Species Total



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pendin



g



0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 1 1



0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 1 1



Daily



Totals



1



Whales - Off-Shore



Live Dead
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Turtles



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 


Subtotal 26 Apr-31



May 0 2 0 0 5 43 1 0 4 0 0 0 27 0



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun 3 0 0 3 0 23 0 3 4 1 1 0 18 0



1-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jul-10 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



4-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0



5-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



6-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



7-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



8-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0



9-Jul-10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



10-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



11-Jul-10 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 5 2 0 5 5 69 1 3 9 1 1 0 46 0



Species Total 


Turtles - FLORIDA



Released



60
86 


Live Strandings Dead Strandings 


Turtles - ALABAMA 


Released



Live Strandings Dead Strandings



Page 12 of 14



Document ID: 0.7.27.972.9







Turtles



Subtotal 26 Apr-31



May



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun



1-Jul-10



2-Jul-10



3-Jul-10



4-Jul-10



5-Jul-10



6-Jul-10



7-Jul-10



8-Jul-10



9-Jul-10



10-Jul-10



11-Jul-10



TOTALS



Species Total



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 


2 2 0 1 2 61 0 0 9 0 0 75 22 3



1 2 0 3 0 27 0 0 19 0 0 0 126 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 7



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0



3 5 0 5 2 89 0 0 28 0 0 75 156 10



Turtles - MISSISSIPPI
Turtles - LOUISIANA 


Released



259



Live Strandings Dead Strandings 


104 


Dead Strandings



Released



Live Strandings 
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Turtles



Subtotal 26 Apr-31



May



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun



1-Jul-10



2-Jul-10



3-Jul-10



4-Jul-10



5-Jul-10



6-Jul-10



7-Jul-10



8-Jul-10



9-Jul-10



10-Jul-10



11-Jul-10



TOTALS



Species Total



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



10 0 0 0 0 0 265



84 8 0 3 0 1 330



0



0 1 0 0 0 0 3



0



3



0 0 0 0 0 0 1



0 0 0 0 0 0 3



0 0 0 0 0 0 1



10 0 0 0 0 0 14



10 1 0 0 0 0 12



10 0 0 0 0 0 12



4 0 0 0 0 0 7



128 10 0 3 0 1 651



Daily



Totals



Turtles - Dedicated On-Water Turtle Surveys



Live Directed Captures Dead Directed Captures



142
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Summary Totals



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 1 31 0 32 0 Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun 2 3 0 2 17 2 26 1



1-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0



3-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



4-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



5-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0



6-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



7-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



8-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0



9-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0



10-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



11-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0



Category Totals 2 3 0 3 50 5 63 1



TOTAL Dolphins



Dead
Live



Date



Totals 
Released
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Summary Totals



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 30 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Subtotal 26 Apr-31 May



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun 0 0 0 0 0 1 1



1-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



3-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



4-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



5-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



6-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



7-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



8-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



9-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



10-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



11-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Category Totals 0 0 0 0 0 1 1



Date



Totals



TOTAL Whales



Live Dead
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Summary Totals



Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending 
Visibly



Oiled



Not



Visibly



Oiled



Pending



Subtotal 26 Apr-31 May 12 17 0 1 82 153 265 4



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun 91 33 1 10 0 195 330 0



1-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



2-Jul-10 1 1 0 1 0 0 3 0



3-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



4-Jul-10 0 1 0 0 0 2 3 0



5-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0



6-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 0



7-Jul-10 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0



8-Jul-10 10 1 0 0 0 3 14 7



9-Jul-10 11 1 0 0 0 0 12 0



10-Jul-10 10 0 0 1 0 1 12 0



11-Jul-10 4 0 0 1 0 2 7 0



Category Totals 139 54 1 14 82 361 651 11



Live 


Released



TOTAL Turtles



Date



Totals 


Dead
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Summary Totals



Loggerhead 
Kemp's



Ridley 
Loggerhead 


Kemp's



Ridley



Subtotal 26 Apr-31 May 0 0 0 0



Subtotal 1 Jun-30 Jun 0 1 0 0



1-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



2-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



3-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



4-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



5-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



6-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



7-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



8-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



9-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



10-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



11-Jul-10 0 0 0 0



TOTALS 0 0 0 0



# of Nests  # of Hatchlings



Turtles - Translocation of Gulf Nests
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Status Summary



Dolphin



Status



Whale



Status



Turtle Status -



Stranded



Turtle Status -



Captured



Verified Animals



   Total animals collected 63 1 509 142



      Total dead animals 58 1 453 4



      Total live animals 5 0 56 138



         Total live animals stranded that died in care 3 0 4 3



         Total live released animals 1 0 11 0



         Total live animals currently in rehabilitation 1 0 41 135



Oiling Status



   Total dead oiled animals 3 0 11 3



   Total live oiled animals 2 0 11 128



Animal Necropsy Status



   Number collected and unable to perform necropsies (e.g., advanced



decomposition) 28 0



   Number of partial necropsies performed (e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 11 0



   Number of full necropsies performed 11 0



   Verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of  decomposition or



unable to recover 8 1



 Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants
 3 0 335



7



17



59



46
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Update through July 11, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 Increase of 3 turtle strandings [2 dead in AL (1 oiled), 1 dead in MS].



 Increase of 5 oiled turtles captured during directed search efforts from Destin, Florida (4



from July 11 and 1 late report from July 8).



 Increase of 13 turtles captured (1 dead, 12 released) by trawlers working near State of



Louisiana and Corps of Engineers hopper dredging for LA berm (all unoiled).



 Increase of 22 hatchlings released on the east coast of Florida from nest translocations.



 Increase of one dolphin stranding (1 dead in MS).



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols. 



Sea Turtles



Total Turtle Numbers (includes various corrections/edits from prior dates as data go through



QA/QC; these corrections are not reflected in increase-decrease statements, those statements



refer only to yesterday’s stranding/capture events)



NOTE: Turtles captured in the COE/State of LA dredging project and associated trawler effort



are not included in the numbers directly below, but have their own individual summary



information following these summaries.



651 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 7 from July 11



report)



 509 stranded* (increase of 3 from July 11 report)



o 453 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 3 from July 11 report)



o 56 of the stranded were found alive (no change from July 11 report)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from July 11 report)



 11 turtles released alive (no change from July 11 report)



 41 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from July 11 report)



 142 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 5 from July 11



report)



o 4 of the collected were found dead (no change from July 11 report)



o 138 of the collected were found alive (increase of 5 from July 11 report)



 3 turtles recovered live that died in rehab (no change from July 11 report)



 0 turtles released alive (no change from July 11 report)



 135 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 5 from July 11 report)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.
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Update through July 11, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 453 dead stranded, 4 dead directed capture, and 7 that died



in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from July 11 report)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from July 11 report)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from July 11 report)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from July 11 report)



 335 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 3 from July



11 report)



 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis. Further results are pending.



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 11 dead stranded sea



turtle and 11 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 3 dead sea turtles and



128 live sea turtles captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from July 1 - July 11 is 20. 



 For comparison purposes, the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle for the full



month of July is given below.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals



historically stranding in the month of July (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-8 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 1-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 7-29 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles since the inception of the oil spill; however, we do not believe this factor fully



explains the increase.



COE/State of Louisiana Hopper Dredge Project and Associated Trawling for Turtles



 52 sea turtles captured in trawlers working near the dredging site (increase of 13 from



July 11 report)



o 1 of the captured was dead (increase of 1 from July 11 report)



o 51 of the captured were alive (increase of 12 from July 11 report)



 50 unoiled turtles released alive (increase of 12 from July 11 report)



 1 unoiled live turtle in rehabilitation (no change from July 11 report)
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Update through July 11, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

64 total marine mammals have been verified to date (increase of 1 from July 11 report)



 63 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 1



from July 11 report)



o 58 were dead stranded* dolphins (increase of 1 from July 11 report)



o 5 were live stranded dolphins (no change from July 11 report)



 2 died shortly after stranding (no change from July 11 report)



 1 euthanized upon stranding (no change from July 11 report)



 1 stranded live and freed immediately (no change from July 11 report)



 1 live and in care (no change from July 11 report)



 1 dead whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no change from



July 11 report)



o 1 was a dead stranded sperm whale (no change from July 11 report)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in



waters under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters);



OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable



to return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to



return to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to



return to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 58 dead stranded and 3 live stranded dolphins that died or



were euthanized):



 28 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from July 11 report)



 11 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from



July 11 report)



 12 full necropsies performed (no change from July 11 report)



 8 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from July 11 report)



 2 carcass to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 1 from July 11



report)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from July 11 report)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from July



11 report)
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Update through July 11, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from July 11 report)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from July 11 report)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from July 11



report)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Five of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the three dead stranded animals were externally oiled pre- or post-


mortem.   All other necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from July 1 - July 11 is 5.



 For comparison purposes, the number of dolphin strandings that have been documented



in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle for the full



month of July is given below.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals



historically stranding in  July (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-2 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-3 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-1 stranded dolphins



 The total number of strandings during this event is higher than the number of marine



mammal strandings that have been documented in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi,



Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this approximate time frame.  In part, this



may be a reflection of increased detection and reporting and the lingering effects of an



earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter of 2010.



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from July 1 - July 11 is 0.



 For comparison purposes, there are no records of stranded whales in the designated spill



area for July (2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 On-water direct turtle capture operations under the Wildlife Branch were operational on



July 11 out of Destin, FL. 



 On-water direct turtle capture operations under the Wildlife Branch attempted to conduct



turtle search efforts on July 11 out of Venice, LA. In effort to ensure better coordination,



between the burn unit and the sea turtle search and rescue team, the USCG requested that



the sea turtle search and rescue team receive an at-sea safety briefing so that they could



have greater access into the areas where burning is occurring. Due to communication



issues within the USCG, the sea turtle search and rescue team had to spend most of the



day waiting at sea for the briefing.
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Update through July 11, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 The first hatchlings from a translocated nest have emerged and were released on the east



coast of Florida. A total of 22 Kemp's ridley hatchlings were released.



 Multiple discussions with Unified and Area Commands (including with NOAA SSCs)



have occurred on the Gulf-wide observer program (maximum of 60 observers). A phased



approach to the program has been developed. Movement on the contract is anticipated on



July 12 either by BP or by USCG’s Federal Fund.



 The hopper dredges continue to operate in the borrow areas near the Chandeleur Islands



and required relocation trawling continues, with 1 capture trawler and 2 open net disturb



turtles only trawlers.  One sea turtle died during the capture trawler tows.  A fourth



trawler, which will be used to conduct captures, is expected on site within 48 hours.  No



takes of turtles have been reported from the hopper dredges.



 In situ burn activities were conducted on July 11.  Five observers were at sea with the



burn task forces. Reports from the observers are pending.



 The wildlife hotline is receiving increasing reports of live dolphins believed to be in



distress, including dolphins “trapped” behind booms or observed swimming in oil. 



Efforts are made to document and verify each sighting when logistically feasible.
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NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



July 13, 2010



** For Internal Use ONLY **
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Topic Areas



• TJ Leg 3 preliminary Data



• Air Quality Update



• Loop Current Dynamics



• Protected Species Status



• Seafood Safety Sampling



• Seafood Analysis of PAHs



• NOAA Assets



•IOOS (5 min briefing)



•Planes, Vessels and Charters
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Loop Current Discussion



for July 12, 2010



9



• Eddy Franklin (EF) is detached from the Loop



Current (LC).



•The separation between the small anticyclonic



feature (now located ~ 85°W-26°N) and the LC



has increased. This feature is now almost



detached as a small ring.



•The cyclonic eddy (CE) to the east of EF has



intensified and may be providing some



connectivity between EF, the anticyclonic



feature at 85°W-26°N and the LC.
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Turtles



Turtle Status Total = 651



Verified Animals Stranded Captured



Total animals collected 509 142



Total dead animals 453 4



Total live animals 56 138



Total live animals stranded that died in care
 4 3



Total live released animals 11 0



Total live animals currently in rehabilitation 41 135



Oiling Status



Total dead oiled animals 11 3



Total live oiled animals 11 128



Animal Necropsy Status



Number collected and unable to perform



necropsies (e.g., advanced decomposition) 7



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



Number of full necropsies performed 59



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of  decomposition or unable to recover 46



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition



stage warrants
 335
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Dolphins

Dolphin Status



Verified Animals



Total animals collected 63



Total dead animals
 58



Total live animals 5



Total live animals stranded that died in care 3



Total live released animals 1



Total live animals currently in rehabilitation 1



Oiling Status



Total dead oiled animals 3



Total live oiled animals 2



Animal Necropsy Status



Number collected and unable to perform



necropsies (e.g., advanced decomposition) 28



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 11



Number of full necropsies performed 11



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of  decomposition or unable to recover 8



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition



stage warrants
 3



Over-Flight Updates:



• Both dolphin and turtle sightings from



July 8 and 9 reported on previous slide.



• July 10 – flight cut short (<2 hrs) due to



weather and flight restrictions.



• July 11 – grounded due to weather.



• July 12 – flying in marginal conditions.
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Whales 
Whale Status



Total Verified Whales 1



Total dead stranded whales 1



Total live whales currently in rehabilitation 0



Total live whales stranded that died in care 0



Total live released whales 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 0



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of decomposition or unable to recover 1



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage



warrants 0



• The NOAA Ship Pisces reported a dead 25 ft sperm



whale located 150 miles due south of Pascagoula,



MS on June 15, 2010.



• The whale was decomposed and heavily



scavenged by sharks.



• There was no oil in the vicinity.



• The whale was photodocumented, sampled



(skin/blubber, external swab), and marked with blue



paint to reduce resighting/resampling.



• NOAA and the Unified Command Wildlife Branch



have had numerous reports of sperm whales



sighted swimming in the oil, but this is the first



confirmed report of a dead whale since the



Deepwater Horizon oil spill began.



• Sperm whales are the only endangered resident



cetacean in the upper Gulf of Mexico.  Their prime



habitat and feeding area are in the upper Gulf



offshore area, they feed and live at depth in areas



where undersea and aerial dispersants and oil have



been present for many weeks, and they feed on



deepwater squid which may also be impacted by



the oil and dispersants.



• The NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter is currently on a



multi-week cruise to do photo-identification,



assessments, and biopsy of sperm whales, Bryde’s

whales, and other offshore cetaceans as well as to



tag sperm whales and Bryde’s whales and to



conduct prey density studies.
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Seafood Safety Sampling

July 12, 2010



• Chemical analysis of surveillance fish and shellfish collected on the Oregon II and seafood seized by

NOAA Enforcement were completed and currently undergoing QA/QC review.



• New shipment of seafood samples collected from the Delaware II arrived last Saturday.



• GC/MS analysis of top priority fish samples for “reopening” and surveillance are scheduled for today.



• Additional fish and shellfish samples continue to be processed for chemical analysis.



Seafood samples: Status



"Received" bar represents all field samples sent to NWFSC



from NSIL. Red are samples for which we have chemical



results, and yellow are samples scheduled for analysis.



Samples are prioritized for analysis based on species,



location and status. Closed area samples receive highest



priority and are all analyzed.
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USM HFR (3)



US IOOS® Gliders Deployed 12 July  2010
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USM HFR (3)



USM HFRs



USF HFRs



US IOOS® HFR Surface Currents and Spill Trajectory Forecast

Green arrows represent 25-hr average surface currents observed by HFRs
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 12 JUL 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 50hr inspection on Monday



N43 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX/ Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike No Flights Scheduled; Chanhassen, MN



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Sitka, AK



N57 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N68 King Air Maintenance, San Antonio, TX



N42



N43



N44



N47



N49



N52



N68



N45 


N48



N51



N46



N57



N56
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 12 JUL 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF



PC



DE



RB



TJ



GU

R2 


ID Status Today



DE Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure 7/13 for DWH Plankton project



TJ Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/23 Key West, FL



HB Alongside Newport, RI. Departure 7/14 for sea trials then 7/18 for transit



to Key West, FL and DWH response



NF Alongside St. Petersburg, FL. Departure 7/13 for DWH Loop Current



Assessment Leg 2. Diplomatic clearance rcvd from Cuba/Mexico



RB Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU Underway on DWH Marine Mammal Assessment Leg 2. Arrival 7/16



Pascagoula, MS



PC Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/13 Pascagoula, MS



R2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/17 Pascagoula, MS



IDS Status Today



FA Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/23 Nome, AK



SH Departure today, 7/12, for scheduled project. Arrival 7/26 Seattle, WA



MF Departure today, 7/12, for scheduled project. Arrival 7/26 Seattle, WA



DY Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/21 for scheduled project



M2 Departure today, 7/12, for scheduled project. Arrival 7/27 San



Francisco, CA



SE Underway on  scheduled project. Arrival 7/15 Pearl Harbor, HI



KA Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 8/10 Manzanillo, MX



RA Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Bitung, Indonesia



HA



RA



KA



DJ



MF



M2



SE 
Hawaii



FA 


EX

Indonesia



SH



DY

Bering Sea S. Alaska
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Chartered Ship Positions



As of 12 JUL 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM M/V Brooks McCall Conducting water sampling operations



EN R/V Endeavor
 No Update  7/12



SJ R/V Seward Johnson Conducting water sampling operations



GY
 R/V Gandy No Update 7/12



CA R/V Caretta No Update 7/12



BW M/V Bellows Conducting water sampling operations



OV M/V Ocean Veritas In Port: Port Fourchon



JF OSV Jack Fitz
 Conducting water sampling operations



RB OSV Rachel Bordelon In Port



RT
 M/V Ridley Thomas Conducting acoustics operations



RC OSV Ryan Chouest
 In port Theodore



WB M/V Wes Bordelon Conducting water sampling operations



BB
 OSV Bunny Bordelon Conducting water sampling operations



MS M/V Meg Skansi Conducting water sampling operations



BM RC  OV



CA



RB



BB



WB



SJ



EN



BW



GY



JF



MS



RT
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report – July 12, 2010

(Reporting Activities from July 11, 2010)



1. Technical Working Group Updates



Shoreline: 


Oil forensics team: 


Sediment: 


Chemistry/Sampling:



Total Samples:  Approximately 11,000 samples collected to date.



Water Column: Status of NRDA sampling cruises below:



Brooks McCall:  Deep water sampling ops close to well head.



Rachel Bordelon, Wes Bordelon, Bunny Bordelon, Jack Fitz, Meg Stanzi, Ridely Thomas:

All Conducting water sampling as part of “Entrix Armada”



Nancy Foster: Water sampling off of FL West Coast



Gordon Gunter: At sea on marine mammal cruise using acoustic monitors, CTDs and visual



observations.



Human Use:



 


SAV:



 No active teams



Mammals/Turtles:



 The focus of Sunday's flight was to provide aerial support for the STR ground team.



 No stranded or oiled sea turtles or marine mammals were observed.



Shallow-Water Coral:



 No field activities



Deep-Water Coral:



 SPMD deployment will take place this week, weather permitting.



B5B5


B5


B5


B5


B5


B5


B5 and Out of Scope


B5 and Out of Scope
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Attached – have a great weekend.















Caren Madsen



NOAA External Affairs



NOAA Office of Communications & External Affairs



(301) 713-9042



Caren.Madsen@noaa.gov







External Affairs Website for stakeholders:   www.ExternalAffairs.noaa.gov



NOAA Home Site:  www.noaa.gov
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Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 Increase of four turtle strandings (3 dead in MS, 1 live in FL).



 Increase of 9 live oiled turtles captured during directed search efforts from Destin,



Florida.



 Increase of 7 turtles released off Florida.  All 7 turtles were originally stranded in MS.



 Increase of one dolphin stranding (1 dead in AL).



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols. 



Discussions are underway regarding expansion to the west into Texas and evaluation of



assets needed for such expansion is occurring.



Sea Turtles



Total Turtle Numbers (includes various corrections/edits from prior dates as data go through



QA/QC; these corrections are not reflected in increase-decrease statements, those statements



refer only to yesterday’s stranding/capture events)



619 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 13 from July 8



report)



 503 stranded* (increase of 4 from July 8 report)



o 448 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 3 from July 8 report)



o 55 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 1 from July 8 report)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from July 8 report)



 11 turtles released alive (increase of 7 from July 8 report)



 40 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 1, decrease of 7; net increase of



6 from July 8 report)



 116 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 9 from July 8



report)



o 109 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 9 from July 8 report)



o 4 turtles collected dead (no change from July 8 report)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from July 8 report)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 448 dead stranded, 4 dead directed capture, and 7 that died



in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from July 8 report)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from July 8 report)
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 59 full necropsies performed (no change from July 8 report)



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from July 8 report)



 330 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 3 from July



8 report)



 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis. Further results are pending.



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 9 dead stranded sea



turtle and 10 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 103 live sea turtles



and 3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from July 1- July 8 is 14. 



 For comparison purposes, the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle for the full



month of July is given below.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals



historically stranding in the month of July (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-8 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 1-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 7-29 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles since the inception of the oil spill; however, we do not believe this factor fully



explains the increase.



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

59 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 1 from July



8 report)



 54 were dead stranded* dolphins (increase of 1 from July 8 report)



 5 were live stranded dolphins (no change from July 8 report)



o 2 died shortly after stranding (no change from July 8 report)



o 1 euthanized upon stranding (no change from July 8 report)



o 1 stranded live and freed immediately (no change from July 8 report)



o 1 live and in care (no change from July 8 report)



1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no



change from July 8 report)
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* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 54 dead stranded and 3 live stranded dolphins that died or



were euthanized):



 27 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from July 8 report)



 11 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from



July 8 report)



 11 full necropsies performed (no change from July 8 report)



 6 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from July 8 report)



 2 carcass to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 1 from July 8



report)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from July 8 report)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from July



8 report)



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from July 8 report)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from July 8 report)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from July 8



report)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Five of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the three dead stranded animals were externally oiled pre- or post-


mortem.   All other necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from July 1 - July 8 is 3.
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 For comparison purposes, the number of dolphin strandings that have been documented



in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle for the full



month of July is given below.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals



historically stranding in  July (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-2 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-3 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-1 stranded dolphins



 The total number of strandings during this event is higher than the number of marine



mammal strandings that have been documented in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi,



Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this approximate time frame.  In part, this



may be a reflection of increased detection and reporting and the lingering effects of an



earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter of 2010.



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from July 1 - July 8 is 0.



 For comparison purposes, there are no records of stranded whales in the designated spill



area for July (2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 On-water direct turtle capture operations under Unified Command’s Wildlife Branch



were fully operational on July 8.  Aerial operations were not conducted due to grounding



of all USCG Auxiliary flights for July 8 as a result of Wednesday’s accident involving a



USCG helicopter in the state of Washington.



 USFWS, working with the JIC, have organized a national press event in the Florida



panhandle for July 9, relative to the nest translocation program.



 Update on the Observer Program: The $7.5M contract for the Gulf-wide observer



program (maximum of 60 observers) has been at Area Command since late Monday/early



Tuesday. Houma Incident Command Wildlife Operations staff learned today that the



procurement request may be on hold. This is likely due to poor communication between



Operations staff in Houma and Incident Command staff in New Orleans. The Marine



Mammal/Sea Turtle unit has raised this issue with the appropriate leadership at the



Houma Command Center and Area and there are efforts to address this situation. The



equipment request for the existing observer contract has now been signed and is in the



procurement process; all necessary equipment should be obtained by the end of next



week.



 A contracted crew permitted by the Army Corps of Engineers and the state of Louisiana



will begin dredging tomorrow for the construction of the coastal Louisiana berm;



pursuant to a pre-existing Biological Opinion, the dredging operations will involve



relocation trawling for sea turtles.  The Wildlife Branch has been coordinating with



ACOE, the trawl observers, and the rehabilitation facility to which any visibly oiled



turtles recovered by the trawl will be taken (the Institute for Marine Mammal Studies in



Gulfport, MS).  We will have a better understanding of the issues relative to capacity and



workload of the rehab facility once we have a better idea of the number, size, species, and
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condition of the turtles that are brought into care. Discussions are underway with



secondary facilities for assistance with these efforts.



 No in situ burn activities were conducted on July 8.  Observers are at sea with the crew



boats and in place for when burns are resumed.
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Loop Current Discussion



for July 9, 2010



8



• Eddy Franklin (EF) appears to be almost



completely detached from the Loop Current (LC).



AOML is surveying this weekend the connectivity



region.



•The small anticyclonic feature (84.5W,24.5N) is



still part of the Loop Current, as determined from



AOML cruise data, but may be shed as a small



ring in days/weeks.



•The cyclonic eddy (CE) to the NE of EF



continues to become less intense.



• There is an anticyclonic feature at  27.5N 84.5W



that may modify the already complex dynamics in



the eastern part of the Gulf 
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Turtles



Turtle Status Total = 619



Verified Animals Stranded Captured



Total animals collected 503 116



Total dead animals 448 4



Total live animals 55 112



Total live animals stranded that died in care
 4 3



Total live released animals 11 0



Total live animals currently in rehabilitation 40 109



Oiling Status



Total dead oiled animals 9 3



Total live oiled animals 10 103



Animal Necropsy Status



Number collected and unable to perform



necropsies (e.g., advanced decomposition) 7



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 17



Number of full necropsies performed 59



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of  decomposition or unable to recover 46



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition



stage warrants
 330



Flyovers delayed due to bad weather



and altitude restrictions. Rescheduled



to begin July 8.
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Dolphins



Dolphin Status



Verified Animals



Total animals collected 59



Total dead animals 54



Total live animals 5



Total live animals stranded that died in care
 3



Total live released animals 1



Total live animals currently in rehabilitation 1



Oiling Status



Total dead oiled animals 3



Total live oiled animals 2



Animal Necropsy Status



Number collected and unable to perform



necropsies (e.g., advanced decomposition) 27



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 11



Number of full necropsies performed 11



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of  decomposition or unable to recover



6



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition



stage warrants
 2



Flyovers delayed due to bad weather



and altitude restrictions. Rescheduled



to begin July 8.
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Whales 
Whale Status



Total Verified Whales 1



Total dead stranded whales 1



Total live whales currently in rehabilitation 0



Total live whales stranded that died in care 0



Total live released whales 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 0



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of decomposition or unable to recover 1



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage



warrants 0



• The NOAA Ship Pisces reported a dead 25 ft sperm



whale located 150 miles due south of Pascagoula,



MS on June 15, 2010.



• The whale was decomposed and heavily



scavenged by sharks.



• There was no oil in the vicinity.



• The whale was photodocumented, sampled



(skin/blubber, external swab), and marked with blue



paint to reduce resighting/resampling.



• NOAA and the Unified Command Wildlife Branch



have had numerous reports of sperm whales



sighted swimming in the oil, but this is the first



confirmed report of a dead whale since the



Deepwater Horizon oil spill began.



• Sperm whales are the only endangered resident



cetacean in the upper Gulf of Mexico.  Their prime



habitat and feeding area are in the upper Gulf



offshore area, they feed and live at depth in areas



where undersea and aerial dispersants and oil have



been present for many weeks, and they feed on



deepwater squid which may also be impacted by



the oil and dispersants.



• The NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter is currently on a



multi-week cruise to do photo-identification,



assessments, and biopsy of sperm whales, Bryde’s



whales, and other offshore cetaceans as well as to



tag sperm whales and Bryde’s whales and to



conduct prey density studies.
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July 9, 2010



• Chemical analysis of surveillance fish and shellfish collected from areas west of the Mississippi River

Delta and seafood seized by NOAA Enforcement continues on GC/MS.



• Expecting new shipment of seafood samples collected from the Delaware II this weekend.



• Additional fish and shellfish samples continue to be processed for chemical analysis.



• . 
Seafood samples: Status



"Received" bar represents all field samples sent to NWFSC



from NSIL. Red are samples for which we have chemical



results, and yellow are samples scheduled for analysis.



Samples are prioritized for analysis based on species,



location and status. Closed area samples receive highest



priority and are all analyzed.
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 9 JUL 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 Deepwater Horizon Loop Current Flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 KNIP for Engine Washes, then back to MacDill, MacDill AFB



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX/100Hr Maintenance, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike No Flights Scheduled; Chanhassen, MN



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N68 King Air Maintenance, San Antonio, TX



N42



N43



N44



N47



N49



N52



N68



N56



N45



N48



N51



N46



N57
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 09 JUL 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF 


PC



DE



RB



TJ



GU



R2 


ID Status Today



DE Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure to be determined



TJ Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/23 Key West, FL



HB Alongside Newport, RI. Departure 7/15 for sea trials. Making



preparations for DWH response



NF Underway on DWH Loop Current characterization Leg 1. Diplomatic clnc



rcvd from Cuba/in process for Mexico. Arrival 7/12 St. Petersburg, FL



RB Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU Underway on DWH Marine Mammal Assessment Leg 2. Arrival 7/16



Pascagoula, MS



PC Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/13 Pascagoula, MS



R2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/17 Pascagoula, MS



IDS Status Today



FA Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/23 Nome, AK



SH Arrival today, 7/9, Eureka, CA. Departure 7/11 for scheduled project



MF Arrival today, 7/9, Eureka, CA. Departure 7/12 for scheduled project



DY Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/21 for scheduled project



M2 Alongside San Francisco, CA. Departure 7/12 for scheduled project



SE Underway on  scheduled project. Arrival 7/15 Pearl Harbor, HI



KA Departure today, 7/9 for scheduled project. Arrival 8/10 Manzanillo, MX



RA Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Bitung, Indonesia



HA



RA



KA



DJ



MF



M2



SE 
Hawaii



FA 


EX

Indonesia



SH



DY

Bering Sea S. Alaska
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Chartered Ship Positions



As of 9 JUL 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM M/V Brooks McCall In Port Fourchon, LA



EN R/V Endeavor In port St. Petersburg, FL



FE R/V Ferrel
 In port Leighville, LA



GY R/V Gandy
 Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



CA R/V Caretta
 DHW began 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



HB R/V Harold B
 Alongside in Port Fourchon for yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City.



OV M/V Ocean Veritas Conducting water sampling operations



JF
 OSV Jack Fitz Conducting water sampling operations



RB OSV Rachel Bordelon Conducting water sampling operations



RT M/V Ridley Thomas Conducting water sampling operations



RC OSV Ryan Chouest Conducting water sampling operations



WB M/V Wes Bordelon Conducting water sampling operations



BB OSV Bunny Bordelon Conducting water sampling operations



MS M/V Meg Skansi Conducting water sampling operations



HB   FE BM



CA



OV



RB



BB



WB



EN

GY



RC



JF



MS



RT
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 9 JUL 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 Deepwater Horizon Loop Current Flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 KNIP for Engine Washes, then back to MacDill, MacDill AFB



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX/100Hr Maintenance, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike No Flights Scheduled; Chanhassen, MN



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N68 King Air Maintenance, San Antonio, TX



N42



N43



N44



N47



N49



N52



N68



N56



N45



N48



N51



N46



N57
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 09 JUL 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF 


PC



DE



RB



TJ



GU



R2 


ID
 Status Today



DE
 Alongside Pascagoula, MS. Departure to be determined



TJ
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/23 Key West, FL



HB
 Alongside Newport, RI. Departure 7/15 for sea trials. Making



preparations for DWH response



NF
 Underway on DWH Loop Current characterization Leg 1. Diplomatic clnc



rcvd from Cuba/in process for Mexico. Arrival 7/12 St. Petersburg, FL



RB
 Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
 Underway on DWH Marine Mammal Assessment Leg 2. Arrival 7/16



Pascagoula, MS



PC
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/13 Pascagoula, MS



R2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/17 Pascagoula, MS



IDS Status Today



FA
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/23 Nome, AK



SH
 Arrival today, 7/9, Eureka, CA. Departure 7/11 for scheduled project



MF
 Arrival today, 7/9, Eureka, CA. Departure 7/12 for scheduled project



DY
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/21 for scheduled project



M2
 Alongside San Francisco, CA. Departure 7/12 for scheduled project



SE Underway on  scheduled project. Arrival 7/15 Pearl Harbor, HI



KA
 Departure today, 7/9 for scheduled project. Arrival 8/10 Manzanillo, MX



RA
 Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Bitung, Indonesia



HA



RA



KA



DJ



MF 


M2 


SE

Hawaii 


FA 


EX

Indonesia



SH



DY

Bering Sea S. Alaska
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Chartered Ship Positions



As of 9 JUL 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM M/V Brooks McCall In Port Fourchon, LA



EN R/V Endeavor In port St. Petersburg, FL



FE R/V Ferrel In port Leighville, LA



GY R/V Gandy Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



CA R/V Caretta DHW began 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



HB R/V Harold B Alongside in Port Fourchon for yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City. 



OV M/V Ocean Veritas Conducting water sampling operations



JF OSV Jack Fitz Conducting water sampling operations



RB OSV Rachel Bordelon Conducting water sampling operations



RT M/V Ridley Thomas Conducting water sampling operations



RC OSV Ryan Chouest Conducting water sampling operations



WB M/V Wes Bordelon Conducting water sampling operations



BB OSV Bunny Bordelon Conducting water sampling operations



MS M/V Meg Skansi Conducting water sampling operations



HB   FE BM



CA



OV



RB



BB



WB



EN

GY



RC



JF



MS



RT
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N42RF



WP-3D Orion



Hurricane Season 6/6-9/30 N/A N/A N/A OMAO: Gulf Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would



delay Gulf Loop Current flights by several



days



N43RF



WP-3D Orion



CALNEX 4/23-6/30 7-11 June DWH tasking in GOM complete



Phase



Maintenance



7/1-7/31



Hurricane Season 8/1-9/30 N/A N/A N/A



N46RF



Twin Otter



Fuel Tank Install 6/15-6/30



COMIDA 7/1-9/30 Chukchi Sea,



Alaska



No, survey period is



defined by the



timing of the open



water season



No Yes, charter



options will be much



more expensive.



ONLY platform flying aerial surveys



offshore over the Chukchi Sea Planning



Area, and the /ONLY/ data that can be



used to estimate marine mammal



density/abundance and provide baseline



data for NMFS, MMS and other regulatory



agencies.



OMAO: Extending Multi Spectral Oil



Analysis flights beyond June 15 will



impact Alaska Marine Mammal surveys.



Additionally, engine overhaul date will be



accelerated due to increased utilization



and installation of extended range fuel



tank will be delayed.



N48RF



Twin Otter



CALNEX 5/4-7/20
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Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/31



Leatherback



Turtles



9/10-10/2



N56RF



Twin Otter



Steller Sea Lion 6/4-7/14 Alaska, SE to 


western



Aleutians



No. Biological



constraints require



7 June-14 July



survey window.



Yes No.  Charter pilots not



available with



specialized experience



required to safely



perform survey in the



western Aleutians.



NMFS currently consulting on the effects



of the $2 billion Alaskan groundfish



fisheries on the recovery of the western



SSL stock.  Lack of stock assessment data



could result in fishery restrictions which



would be at least controversial, and at



worst, the subject of litigation.



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/25



BWASP 9/1-9/30 Alaska, 


Beaufort Sea 


No Yes, another Twin Otter



charter company exists



in Alaska that has



conducted marine



mammal aerial surveys,



but there is no contract



vehicle



in place and they will be



considerably more



expensive.



Losing one year of data in this continuum



would interrupt collection of data that has



been used to investigate spatiotemporal



changes in the bowhead whale migration



over three decades.  This is a particularly



critical period in the Alaskan Arctic marine



ecosystem due to unknown but probable



impacts related to climate change.



N57RF



Twin Otter



NERW 10/1-6/30 OMAO:  DWH Marine Mammal flights



tasking resumed June 7.  Anticipated



schedule is approximately 5 flights every



14 days.



Cetacean



Abundance



7/1-8/31 GA/SC border



to eastern Nova



Scotia including



Georges Bank



No delay option



acceptable– the



survey is temporally



sensitive



Yes Yes. However



procurement limitations



prevent us from



chartering a twin otter



This is the busy season for right whales--



every survey we do up here reduces the



risk of right whale ship strike. We have



committed to MMS that we were going to



OMAO: Charter waiver granted by RADM



Bailey to NEFSC on 6/25 to charter Twin



Otter Aircraft for this survey.
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Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



and the Gulf of



Maine (33 
o

N –



45

o 


N Lat;



081

o

W – 058



o

W



Long)



aircraft in time for the



survey.



do this survey this summer, and without



the twin otter aerial component, there is



no utility in conducting a small scale ship



based survey. We have committed to



providing a coastwide turtle survey this



summer (Congress and the fishing industry



will be highly critical of NMFS if we don't



do the survey).  Without this survey, the



last survey will be so old that we won't be



able to set a potential biological removal



(PBR) for most Atlantic marine mammal



species. If the Loop Current brings the oil



up the East Coast, it will be critical to have



conducted this survey in advance of the



oil.



BOWFEST 9/1-10/20 Barrow, Alaska No,  No No alternate aircraft are



known that can



incorporate the



large triple-camera



mount system.



If no aerial surveys can be conducted in



2010, a



critical piece of a complex study program



will be lost.



N68RF



King Air



Coastal Mapping  10/1-9/30  Y Y



Would require



additional funding which



would vary depending



on the number of



storms. For 50 hours or



imagery estimated costs



are ~ $180K



No pre or post storm damage assessment



imagery collected by NOAA.



Lidar acceptance testing: Impact - Cancel



acquisition of system or accepts system  as



is. Estimated cost of procurement is



$1.7M. If contract were canceled NOAA



would likely lose the funding for this



valuable new tool for IOCM projects. If



systems were accepted as is and there



were problems with the system, NOAA



would have to fund resolving the issues



with the system.



OMAO:  Aircraft released from DWH



taking on 6/20.  Available for recall if



required.
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Time Series
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Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N45RF



Jet Prop



GRAV-D  5/31-8/31
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Gordon Gunter GU-10-03, 


Leg I-III



Marine Mammals



6/15-8/5 GOM NO YES NO Unable to provide marine mammal 


abundance & distribution information to



meet MMPA mandated mammal stock



assessment requirements.  Unable to



provide data & document long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM marine



mammal populations.



None Presently alongside Pascagoula June 5-14



conducting repairs and ABS inspection.



8/5-9 Fleet Inspection



GU-10-04



Leg I and II



Fall



Ichthyoplankton



8/24-9/30 GOM NO YES NO Unable to support current stock 


assessments for red snapper, king



mackerel, and vermillion snapper; and



future stock assessments for Spanish



mackerel, gray triggerfish, and red drum.



Would be unable to assess long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM



ichthyoplankton.



None



Pisces PC-10-03 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP Reef



Fish



6/14 – 7/25 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



PC-10-05 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4,  S Atlantic



Reef Fish



8/3 – 9/25 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None
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Delay Option?
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Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Oregon II R2-10-01 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP



Summer



Groundfish



6/15 – 7/17 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, king mackerel, yellowedge



grouper, and small coastal sharks.  Unable



to assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



GOM groundfish species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



7/24-8/5 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish. Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



8/7 – 9/29 GoM  NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish.  Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



Delaware II DE-10-05 Benthic 


Habitat 


6/14 – 6/25 NE Atlantic 


(Georges



Bank)



Yes, this is ongoing



research that will



continue into the



future



No Yes, require 6 berths,



crane, A-frame, CTD



operations, 220 v AC



power, and depth



sounder



Research aimed at understanding



relationship among juvenile Atlantic



cod/sea scallops/haddock and their



habitat, including invasive tunicate



Didemnum, with specific reference to



juvenile mortality



Delaying this cruise a year will prevent



the annual measurement of the



encroachment of the invasive species on



Georges Bank.



DE-10-07



ECOMON



8/16 – 9/1 NE Atlantic 


(Cape Hatteras 


No, this cruise is part



of both bi-monthly



and annual



Yes Yes. Hugh R. Sharp or



another research vessel



Interrupt a 40 year oceanographic and



plankton time series. Nulify attempts to



document hydrocarbon transport to the



None It should be recognized that this cruise



complements oil spill research that is
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working
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Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



– Nova Scotia) environmental



monitoring time



series and provides



ground truth for



SeaWiFS.



Hydrocarbon



sampling is planned



off of the east coast.



NE U.S. Shelf; compromise SeaWiFS



ground truth, sea bird monitoring, efforts



to improve the assessments of yellowtail



flounder through oceanographic



monitoring; postpone efforts to begin



ocean acidification of the NE U.S. shelf.



being conducted in the Gulf of Mexico



DE-10-06  Herring



Hydroacoustic



Survey, Leg 1, 2



9/8 – 9/30 NE Atlantic 


(Georges



Bank)



No, temporally



sensitive in terms of



both an annual



survey and a multi-



year time series.



Yes No. Vessel capabilities



and acoustic signature



critically important



The Atlantic herring resource is valuable



as an economic resource and is highly



controversial due to its importance in the



ecosystem. Accurate estimates of the



stock is critical. Historically acoustic



surveys have been critical to the



assessment of those stocks. The impact of



the loss of this cruise will limit our ability



to determine the utility of this survey and



assessment of Atlantic herring.



None



Thomas



Jefferson



TJ-10-03



DWH Tasking



5/17 -5/28



5/23-5/28



GOM -



FGBNMS



No  - Impact on



successive projects



does not allow for



delay without impact



to those projects.



No FGBNMS, though OCS,



could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the snm of



production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



The DWH tasking for the remainder of this



leg will result in 75 square nmi, of a



planned 150 square nmi, not being



surveyed,



The collection of a combination of



multibeam and backscatter survey data



was scheduled to take place on board the



TJ, to map several reefs and banks in the



NW Gulf of Mexico, all of which will be



DWH tasking occurred



from  5/23 to 5/28 to



deploy navy gliders,



current drifters and



profiling floats.



The FGBNMS project DAS have already



been lost due to a week of downtime



caused by generator problems, then the



initial 6 DAS the TJ diverted to deploy



Navy gliders and drifters.  Plans  are in



place to make up 6 days lost prior to



DWH tasking during TJ-10-02 leg 5, 6/14-



7/02
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Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Estimated cost $1.5M targeted for habitat characterization and



ground truthing operations in the future.



These operations will not be undertaken



until the surveys have been completed.



TJ-10-02 6/01-6/11, 


leg 4 


GOM  No  No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 75 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed.



DWH Tasking



Occurred 6/1-6/11 to



conduct Western



Sentry project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Imperative that



the ship be given at time to  “square off”



the existing hydrographic project. TJ is



the only vessel that can complete the



work.



TJ-10-02 6/14-7/02, 


leg 5 


GOM  No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $0.5M



Estimated cost for



FGNMS survey is $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 25 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed,



Cancelling project leg will also result in a



loss of 6 DAS planned to support FGNMS



project to make up for the time lost to



mechanical repairs resuliting in 75 square



nmi,of the planned 150 square nmi, from



being completed.



DWH Tasking



scheduled for 6/14-



7/02 to conduct



additional work on the



Western Sentry



project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Two days will be



allocated for the ship to “square off” the



existing hydrographic project before



resuming the DWH Western Sentry



project.  Total DWH tasking has resulted



in a production loss of 100 square nmi.



The production loss can be replaced



through contracting at a total cost of



$2.0M (100 square nmi).



Total cost to contract FGNMS project is
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If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



$3.0M (150 square nmi).



TJ-10-04 Leg I-IV  7/7-8/31  Key West Area Yes – The project 


could be delayed but



the delay would be at



the expense of the



successive project or



a reduction of the



project as planned.



No No – Vessel capability



and planned equimpent



test and evaluation not



possible though contract



for this project,



The Key West project is an IOCM project



with several partners, including the



planned testing of new technologies.



Although the project could be delayed,



OCS believes it is important to complete



the project this year using the equipment



and personnel currently on the TJ



Canceling the project will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 220 square nmi



not being completed.  This loss of



productiion could be contracted at a cost



of $4.4 M



OCS could



accommodate 2 more



legs of DWH response



with minimal impact.



Delay the start of the



Key West Project by a



leg and delay the



return to Norfolk by a



leg.



Approaches to Key West. Arrive  Norfolk



8/31



Estimated average loss of production per



leg tasked is between 30 to 60 square



nmi.



TJ-10-05



Leg I



9/9-17  Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi-



year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 20 square nmi



not being completed.



TJ is scheduled to transit from Key west



to  Norfolk VA on or about 8/26



TJ-10-05  9/20-30 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi- 


No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



Estimated cost to contract lost



production if tasked for both legs is
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Leg 2 year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



measures and will result 30 square nmi



not being completed.



$0.9M (50 square nmi)



Nancy Foster  NF-10-06-PR 


Leg I



6/21-7/2  GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



various contracts



used to support this



project.



Y Would require charter  if 


NF tasked. This could be



reworked to use the



State of Florida vessel



R/V Weatherbird under



our existing IDIQ



contract.  To get the



same amount of



mapping done we would



get on the Foster would



require an additional



$62K.  This estimate is



based on our contract



day rate of $12.5K for



seven days at sea and



subtracting the existing



$25.5K obligated to USF.



Timing is not a great



concern; we can do it



whenever the ship is



available in St.



Petersburg, FL.



The impact of not doing the work will



mean a loss of knowledge of any deep



coral or sponge habitat in the target area



(between Steamboat Lumps MPA in the



north to existing Pulley Ridge HAPC map



coverage in the south).  A total of $30,000



in Coral Reef Conservation Program



funding was obtained for the project, and



$25.5k has already been obligated for data



collection and processing.



None This is Andy David’s shiptime, not



FGBNMS
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NF-10-07-TER  7/6-20  Tortugas/GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



contracts involving



ROV rental, travel



arrangements,



supplies and etc.



Y  None Biogeography Analysis of Tortugas



Ecological Reserve



NF-10-08-



FGBNMS



7/12-29  GoM Delaying Flower 


Garden Banks data



collection for this



project could result



in a loss of $200k of



Coral Program



allocated funds. The



shallow-water diving



leg (late July) could



potentially be



accomplished later



this FY. The tech



diving leg (mid July)



may be delayed .



Y Would require charter or



non-budgeted



expenditure  if NF is not



available. The project



could possibly be



completed by the



FGBNMS vessel R/V



Manta.  There are no



other appropriate



vessels that are available



for charter at this late



date. However, there is



no funding to support



the operation of the



MANTA for this



purpose. Program



allocation of funds is not



adequate to operate the



vessel beyond already



allocated commitments



without identifying a



This project is dependent upon the



FOSTER ship time in FY2010. The



availability of ship time was a key factor in



this project being funded by CRCP. If this



project is not implemented in 2010, we



stand to lose future funding by CRCP. It



will also delay the potential



implementation of an important



management action for the protection of



coral reefs in US waters.  The baseline



data would not be available for input into



potential pre-exposure monitoring.



None Baseline assessment of fish and benthic



communities.  This baseline assessment



is also important for input into the pre-



exposure assessment of communities in



response to the DWH spill.
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further funding (i.e.



grant, partner, etc.)



source.



NF-10-09-RACOW 8/2-12 GoM (Vicinity 


of DWH Oil



Spill)



No.  Both the



scientific scope and



general location of



this project are



relevant to



addressing potential



ecological impacts of



the Deepwater



Horizon oil spill.  Due



to the spill and



related response



needs, we will be



remaining flexible to



conduct the survey



either in the western



Gulf of Mexico as



originally planned or



to shift the location



to the eastern



portion of the Gulf



(shelf waters from



Mississippi delta to



Tampa) depending



on where the



majority of oil ends



Y Yes if another NOAA



vessel or NANCY FOSTER



equivalent platform was



made available.



If this mission is not completed, we will be



unable to effectively address important



goals under NOAA's legal mandates (e.g.,



Clean Water Act, National Coastal



Monitoring Act, National Marine



Sanctuaries Act) to provide adequate



ecological characterizations of aquatic



living marine resources and ecosystem



stressors in the nation’s coastal ocean



waters.  Moreover, given the project’s



relevancy to the current Gulf of Mexico



oil-spill event, not conducting the project



would miss a tremendous opportunity to



apply NOAA’s existing assets to assisting



with oil-spill response and assessment



needs.



Highly recommend



this project remain as



scheduled due to its



congruent alignment



with the ecological



recovery efforts of the



DWH oil spill.



Regional Assessment of Coastal Ocean



Waters - GRNMS



This project is part of a series of



nationwide surveys aimed at assessing



the status of ecosystem conditions and



stressor impacts in coastal-ocean (shelf)



waters around the U.S.
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up.  By doing so, in



addition to



addressing our



original project goals,



we will be providing



a basis for assessing



oil-spill impacts



throughout these



offshore waters and



thus assisting in



NOAA’s response



efforts.  At present,



our plan is to



incorporate a



probabilistic



sampling design



(consistent with



other components of



this ongoing offshore



ecological



assessment series) in



order to provide a



basis for making



unbiased statistical



estimates of the



spatial extent and



magnitude of



condition relative to



the various
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synoptically



measured variables



and corresponding



management



thresholds.



NF-10-10-CHS



Leg I  & II



8/15-28  Florida Keys 


GoM 


No. Deep Coral



Mapping of the



South Atlantic Bight



cannot be delayed as



funds cannot be



carried over. This is



the last cruise of the



fiscal year for the



program.



Y Yes possibly.  NF is one



of the few vessel



capable of mapping and



characterizing deep



coral ecosystems. This



includes the deep water



multibeam system and



fish acoustics systems.



No other NOAA ship



presently has this dual



capability. While it is



conceivably possible to



temporarily install these



systems on vessels of



opportunity, it would be



at considerable expense.



This information is critical and time



sensitive.  Failure to conduct this research



would impact the data that is used to



support and update the Fishery



Management Plan and designation of



Habitat Areas of Critical Concern by the



South Atlantic Fishery Management



Council. Also, data supporting



subsequent biological monitoring and



coral sampling with the JASON ROV



onboard the NOAA Ship RON BROWN in



November 2010 will be lost as well as



severely impacting short-term



management measures and the



protection of mandated resources.



None Characterization of Shallow to Mid-Water



Seafloor Habitats of South Florida



NF-10-11-LF



Leg I & II



8/31-9/11  SE Atlantic Yes.  The invasive 


lionfish research



could potentially be



delayed up to a



month with



Y This project can NOT be



chartered due to the



type of operation



(personnel, equipment,



safety needs) and the



Currently, there are no annual monitoring



programs focused on collecting baseline



information on the hard bottom reef



communities.  Data collected will



definitely enhance the development and



Invasive Lionfish Population  Monitoring



of Mid-Atlantic Project
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acceptable impact to



the science, since



late



September/October



are very similar



seasons. Personnel



impact may be much



more detrimental as



we have transferred



money for NURC



support of our dive



operations and need



their participation to



complete the cruise.



So timing of all the



personnel would



need to be shifted



and may not be



possible.



extent of the research



area that is examined



(Onslow Bay NC from 75



to 200 fsw).



continuation of such monitoring system



which is critical in detecting responses by



reef communities to climate change



NF-10-12-NC  9/14-27 Project was canceled May 21 at request of 


OAR/OER.



Norfolk Canyon



Ronald H. Brown RB-10-02 


Tsunami Mapping



9/6-9/11;



with 4-day



extension,



dates would



be 9/5-9/14



Caribbean Yes; however, post- 


earthquake data is



“very perishable”



according to USGS PI.



No Yes, but impractical due



to expense. Original



scheduling of RB took



advantage of nearby



NTAS transit.



Reduces or eliminates opportunity for



NOAA to actively support risk analysis



around Port-au-Prince.



Ship could possibly be



retasked from post-



Fleet Inspection to



start of NTAS/MOVE



cruise (San Juan, PR),



roughly 8/27-9/12.
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Updated on 06 July 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



RB-10-03



NTAS/MOVE



mooring



turnaround



9/12-9/26;



with 4-day



TSUCAR



extension,



dates would



be 9/15-9/29



Northwest



Tropical



Atlantic



No.  NTAS/MOVE



turnaround cruise



has already been



delayed 2X.  Relative



to the last



deployment on 29



June 2009, the



planned turnaround



cruise (15-29 Sep) is



beyond the 14 month



maximum interval,



and we already



expect some



unrecoverable data



loss.



Yes In principle, if charter



cruise were 9/15/2010



or sooner.   Approx cost



= $21K/day X 22 days =



$462K.



Irreplaceable loss of surface flux data from



10 year record, compromise in accuracy of



subsurface transport record, inability to



meet NOAA mission goals for Climate, and



Weather/Water for which the projects



were established.



Henry B. Bigelow HB-10-03 


Leg 1, 2, 3



Cetacean



Abundance



6/7-8/11 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-04 Habitat



Mapping



8/18-8/27 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-05



Leg 1,2



Autumn Bottom



9/7-9/30 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP
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Updated on 06 July 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Trawl & Acoustics



Survey
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N42 WP-3D 


Deepwater Horizon Loop Current Flight, MacDill AFB



N43 WP-3D 


N46 Twin Otter 


N48 Twin Otter 


N56 Twin Otter 


N57 Twin Otter 


N68 King Air 


Bigelow 


Alongside Newport, RI. Departure 7/15 for sea trials. Making preparations for DWH response



Delaware II 


Alongside Pascagoula, MS



Brown 


Foster 


Underway on DWH Loop Current characterization. Diplomatic clnc rcvd from Cuba/in process for Mexico. Arrival 7/12 Tampa Bay, FL



Gunter 


Underway for DWH Marine Mammal Assessment Leg 2. ETA Pascagola, MS 7/16



Jefferson 


Underway for hydrographic survey of approaches to Key West (project continues until return to homeport of Norfolk, VA on 8/31)



Oregon II 


Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/17 Pascagoula, MS



Pisces 


Underway for Reef Fish survey Leg 2. ETA Pascagoula 7/13



NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



R/V Gandy



Autopilot Maintenance



NERW



Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection 


Oct Nov
Sep Aug 


Marine Mammals F.I. 


Jul 


Key West 


Groundfish 


Fall Plankton



BWASP 


Tsunami/Trop. Atl



DWH Loop Current DWH Corals FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



Chesapeake Bay



SEAMAP Reef Fish 


Steller Sea Lions 


Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



ECOMON 


Cetacean Abundance 


R/V HST 


NOAA Line Office Assets



South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



Longline Shark / Red Snapper



Harbor Seals 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities



DWH Marine Mammal Surveys 


Leatherback Turtles 


OMAO Assets (as of 7/9/10)



BOWFEST Engine Overhaul



Corrosion Inspection



Phase Maintenance Hurricane Season



Fuel Tank / Maintenance 


Nov
Oct Jul Aug Sep 


Hurricane Season



CALNEX 


DWH Multi Spectral Oil 


DWH Multi Spectral Oil 


7/25/2012
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NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, F L.



NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 6/21.



Scheduled to conduct trap/video surveys out of Panama City the reamainder of the month.



R/V Gandy 


R/V Caretta 


25' Parker



R/V Harold B 


7/25/2012
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NOS small boat w/ twin outboards in Charleston, SC, available for deployment and trailerable



No update 7/9



In Port Fourchon, LA



Conducting water sampling operations



No update 7/9



In port St. Petersburg, FL



In port Leighville, LA



Conducting water sampling operations



Conducting water sampling operations



LOOP current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



Conducting water sampling operations



Conducting water sampling operations



Conducting Water Sampling Operations



No update 7/9



Conducting water sampling operations



Conducting water sampling operations



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.



Monitoring and sampling oceanographic conditions



Rachel Bordelon 


Endeavor 


Ocean Veritas 


Beau Rivage 


Jack Fitz 


25' Parker 


NAVO Gliders 


Brooks McCall 


Ryan Chouest 


Bunny Bordelon 


Cape Hatteras 


Meg Skansi 


Wes Bordelon 


Ridley Thomas 


IOOS Gliders 


Walton Smith 


Ferrel 


Pelican 


Jul 


Other Assets

Nov
Oct Aug Sep 


7/25/2012
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7/25/2012
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Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Delaware

II



June18 tbd DE-10-05 Benthic Habitat Alongside Pascagoula, MS



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water



Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3. 



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning



Henry

Bigelow



tbd tbd East coast cetacean turtle abundance



survey



Making preparations for DWH response



(seafood safety-trawling missions)
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Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



tbd Hurricane Season Gulf Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would delay



Gulf Loop Current flights by several days. 



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April July 23 Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N48RF



Twin



Otter



July 23 August 30 Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys N48RF to relieve N46RF upon completion of



CALNEX project.  BWASP project begins in



Alaska in early September



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September



30



Northeast Right Whale DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



resumed June 7. Anticipated schedule is



approximately 5 flights every 14 days. 



N68RF



King Air



April September



30



National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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Attached – have a great weekend.















Caren Madsen



NOAA External Affairs



NOAA Office of Communications & External Affairs



(301) 713-9042



Caren.Madsen@noaa.gov







External Affairs Website for stakeholders:   www.ExternalAffairs.noaa.gov



NOAA Home Site:  www.noaa.gov
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Received(Date): Sun, 20 Jun 2010 18:20:22 -0400

From: "Jen.Pizza" <Jen.Pizza@noaa.gov>

Subject: DWH ACTIONS and UPDATES 6.20.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

OMAO DWH Aircraft Tasking - Program Impacts 061410.docx

OMAO DWH Ship Tasking - Program Impacts 061410-1.docx

OMAO_Assets_Gantt_Chart_062010.xlsx

Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule 062010.doc

DWH ACTIONS and UPDATES 6.20.2010.xls



PRIORITY 

RESPONSE OPERATIONS -

NIC/ICC/NRT



attached



SCIENCE no update provided

LMR Fisheries Closure



    * There was no change to the closed area for June 20, 2010, The

closed area remains 80,806 sq mi (209,286 sq km) and covers about 33% of

the GOM EEZ.

Marine Mammal and Turtle Health and Stranding

· Increase of 8 turtle strandings (2 dead in AL, 1 live (discovered

during a MS Marine Patrol boarding of a skimmer trawl fishing for

shrimp) and 4 dead in MS, 1 dead in LA)

· Increase of 6 live oiled turtles captured by Louisiana Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries during offshore bird and turtle surveys.

· Increase of 2 dolphin strandings (1 live unoiled stranded animal from

LA transported to Audubon Aquarium for care, 1 dead from MS)

· The Sea Turtle Late-Term Nest Collection and Hatchling Release

Protocols for the Florida Panhandle and Alabama are in review with the

Unified Command, we expect final approval very soon.  The draft

protocols lay out the plan to collect all nests deposited in the

northern Gulf (AL through FL panhandle), transport to the east coast of

Florida, and release hatchlings into the Atlantic upon emergence.  The

USFWS is the lead for implementation of the plan.

· The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the

Texas/Louisiana border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All

stranded animals within this geographic range are being examined

following the oil spill response protocols.

· The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map,

dolphin stranding map, and large whale stranding map are attached.



NRDA attached

ASSETS AND PLATFORMS 1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations of assets.



  2. OMAO Assets Excel Gantt Chart showing projects assigned to each asset.

  3. Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule Word document

     identifying impacts to NOAA projects should OMAO assets be tasked.

  4. DWH Ship Tasking Impacts.

  5. DWH Aircraft Tasking Impacts.



REGIONAL Buck Sutter met with Randy Lyon this morning from 10 am - noon at the Southeast Regional Office,

NMFS, in St. Petersburg. They discussed a broad range of NOAA activities related to the DWH. Buck

described how the various NOAA components in the region and HQ are working closely together and

that the cooperation within NOAA was extraordinary with singular dedication to address the spill. He
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provided Mr Lyon with a brief description of the NOAA Regional Collaboration effort and how that is

being tapped by NOAA leadership to get a regional perspective. Buck also gave him an overview of our

partnership with the states, other federal agencies, and  universities (particularly NGI) through the Gulf

of Mexico Alliance (I provided a copy of the 2009-2014 Governor's workplan). Mr. Lyon asked how

these partnerships have been utilized during the  DWH event and I told him that over the past 3+ years

the cooperative relationships we've established both within NOAA and in GOMA have reduced

duplication and built trust and communication pathways enabling us to be nimble in reaction to needs.

Buck gave him the example of the public forums with Sea Grant as an example he also shared the

science summit document Steve M sent to review the myriad areas of NOAA science. Mr. Lyon also

asked about the impact of the spill on the hypoxic zone in the western Gulf, and Buck provided him a

copy of the two-pager on that topic.

Buck and Mr. Lyon then met with Heather Blough and Kim Amendola to review the daily fish closure

protocols.  Heather explained how we have opened some areas that were projected to have oil, but

subsequently remained oil-free. Randy then asked several good questions about opening protocols,

particularly in terms of the areas west of the Mississippi River and in the offshore area off Florida which

has been oil-free (based on projections) for the past few days. We explained our coordination with the

science center and seafood safety protocols. He said that if could be of any assistance regarding funding

for the reopening effort to please let him know...he indicated that he knew we would be under close

scrutiny to reopen, particularly one the well is capped.

Overall, the visit was very cordial and friendly. He left with a better appreciation of the challenges faced

relative to seafood safety and the scope of area involved, as well as the level of coordination and

collaboration  among the various components of NOAA and our federal, state, and university partners.



LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T

AFFAIRS



no update provided



COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS no update provided

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT no update provided

DATA INFORMATION no update provided

IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS no update provided

LEGAL / GC no update provided

POLICY / BUDGET no update provided
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report

6/20/2010



Information as of 6/19/10 


Yesterday’s Activities Recap



Upcoming Activities



Key Results



Critical Issues for Discussion/Action











.
. 


None



Technical

Working

Groups



Field

Teams or

Ship

Deployed



Location Data collected



Marine

Mammals

and Sea

Turtles



Aerial

survey



Targeting oiled area No animals observed



Gordon

Gunter



Transects S of FL

panhandle



Acoustic surveys



Biopsy

team



St. Joseph’s Bay Four bottlenose

dolphin biopsies



Lab sample inventory:

Total: 7,527samples (62% water, 28%sediement)



 Technical working groups developing work plans and
· 

identifying opportunities for restoration

 Field Teams
· 



Marine mammal and sea turtle flights M,W, Sat.
· 

Marine mammal photo-id and biopsy continuing
· 

Fish teams to Gulf Shores, AL and Biloxi, MS
· 







B5 and Out of Scope


B5 and Out of Scope


B5 and Out of Scope
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 20 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Transit to AK for Grav-D mission.



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike No flight, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air Coastal mapping, New Orleans, LA / departing the area today.



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68 
N46 


N43 


N56



N45



N57



N48
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NOAA Response Operations Activities Report

20 June







Today’s Activities Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 










.
.



Report of submerged oil off Bon Secour Nat’l Wildlife
· 

Refuge by Ben Rains (Mobile Press-Register) raises

concern about density of weathered oil and

consequences



Items in review:
· 



Letter from 22 Senators – under review at DOC
o



Long-term oil trajectory – pending OMB comments
o



Aerial observer training – this weekend, Mobile AL,
o



13 trainees



Loop Current product – under review at DOC
o



For story and video on submerged oil (Mobile, AL):
· 

http://blog.al.com/live/2010/06/lots_of_sharks_and_l

ots_of_oil.html

Working on materials to communicate nature of risk
· 

to South Florida

Enterprise restarted after flame arrestor cleaning
· 

Q4000 had to shut down this a.m. to change
· 

heading

CDC coordinating public health message
· 

development and delivery

Review Incident Specific Addendum to the NCP
· 



Long-term oil movement release
· 

Communicating risk to South Florida
· 

Work on turtle observation and rescue plan with
· 

states



An American flag and

speckled crab coated



with oil underwater

near the Bon Secour



National Wildlife

Refuge



Photo: (Press-

Register/Ben Raines)
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report

6/20/2010



Information as of 6/19/10 


Yesterday’s Activities Recap



Key Results



Critical Issues for Discussion/Action



.
. 


None



Technical



Working



Groups



Field



Teams or



Ship



Deployed



Location Data collected



Upcoming Activities



Marine



Mammals



and Sea



Turtles



Aerial



survey



Targeting oiled area No animals observed



Gordon



Gunter



Transects S of FL



panhandle



Acoustic surveys



Biopsy



team



St. Joseph’s Bay Four bottlenose



dolphin biopsies



Lab sample inventory:



Total: 7,527samples (62% water, 28%sediement)



• Technical working groups developing work plans and



identifying opportunities for restoration



• Field Teams



•Marine mammal and sea turtle flights M,W, Sat.



•Marine mammal photo-id and biopsy continuing



•Fish teams to Gulf Shores, AL and Biloxi, MS



B5 and Out of Scope


B5 and Out of Scope


B5 and Out of Scope
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission



Dates



Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N42RF



WP-3D Orion



Hurricane Season 6/6-9/30 N/A N/A N/A OMAO: Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf



Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would



delay Gulf Loop Current flights by several



days



N43RF



WP-3D Orion



CALNEX 4/23-6/30 7-11 June DWH tasking in GOM complete



Phase



Maintenance



7/1-7/31



Hurricane Season 8/1-9/30 N/A N/A N/A



N46RF



Twin Otter



Fuel Tank Install 6/15-6/30



COMIDA 7/1-9/30 Chukchi Sea,



Alaska



No, survey period is



defined by the



timing of the open



water season



No Yes, charter



options will be much



more expensive.



ONLY platform flying aerial surveys



offshore over the Chukchi Sea Planning



Area, and the /ONLY/ data that can be



used to estimate marine mammal



density/abundance and provide baseline



data for NMFS, MMS and other regulatory



agencies.



OMAO: Extending Multi Spectral Oil



Analysis flights beyond June 15 will



impact Alaska Marine Mammal surveys. 



Additionally, engine overhaul date will be



accelerated due to increased utilization



and installation of extended range fuel



tank will be delayed.
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission



Dates



Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N48RF



Twin Otter



CALNEX 5/4-7/20



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/31



Leatherback



Turtles



9/10-10/2



N56RF



Twin Otter



Steller Sea Lion 6/4-7/14 Alaska, SE to



western



Aleutians



No. Biological



constraints require 



7 June-14 July



survey window.



Yes No.  Charter pilots not



available with



specialized experience



required to safely



perform survey in the



western Aleutians.



NMFS currently consulting on the effects



of the $2 billion Alaskan groundfish



fisheries on the recovery of the western



SSL stock.  Lack of stock assessment data



could result in fishery restrictions which



would be at least controversial, and at



worst, the subject of litigation.



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/25



BWASP 9/1-9/30 Alaska,



Beaufort Sea



No Yes, another Twin Otter



charter company exists



in Alaska that has



conducted marine



mammal aerial surveys,



but there is no contract



vehicle



in place and they will be



considerably more



expensive.



Losing one year of data in this continuum



would interrupt collection of data that has



been used to investigate spatiotemporal



changes in the bowhead whale migration



over three decades.  This is a particularly



critical period in the Alaskan Arctic marine



ecosystem due to unknown but probable



impacts related to climate change.



N57RF



Twin Otter



NERW 10/1-6/30 OMAO:  DWH Marine Mammal flights



tasking resumed June 7.  Anticipated
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission



Dates



Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



schedule is approximately 5 flights every



14 days. 



Cetacean



Abundance



7/1-8/31 GA/SC border



to eastern Nova



Scotia including



Georges Bank



and the Gulf of



Maine (33
o

N –



45
o 


N Lat;



081
o
W – 058


o
W



Long)



No delay option



acceptable– the



survey is temporally



sensitive



Yes
 Yes. However



procurement limitations



prevent us from



chartering a twin otter



aircraft in time for the



survey.



This is the busy season for right whales--


every survey we do up here reduces the



risk of right whale ship strike. We have



committed to MMS that we were going to



do this survey this summer, and without



the twin otter aerial component, there is



no utility in conducting a small scale ship



based survey. We have committed to



providing a coastwide turtle survey this



summer (Congress and the fishing industry



will be highly critical of NMFS if we don't



do the survey).  Without this survey, the



last survey will be so old that we won't be



able to set a potential biological removal



(PBR) for most Atlantic marine mammal



species. If the Loop Current brings the oil



up the East Coast, it will be critical to have



conducted this survey in advance of the



oil.



BOWFEST 9/1-10/20 Barrow, Alaska No, No No alternate aircraft are



known that can



incorporate the



large triple-camera



mount system.



If no aerial surveys can be conducted in



2010, a



critical piece of a complex study program



will be lost.



N68RF



King Air



Coastal Mapping 10/1-9/30 Y Y



Would require



additional funding which



would vary depending



on the number of



storms. For 50 hours or



No pre or post storm damage assessment



imagery collected by NOAA.



Lidar acceptance testing: Impact - Cancel



acquisition of system or accepts system  as



is. Estimated cost of procurement is



Currently Deployed to Support DWH



collecting imagery being processed by



RSD personnel.



Impact - Imagery that has been



previously collected is being provided to
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Current as of 14 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission



Dates



Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



imagery estimated costs



are ~ $180K



$1.7M. If contract were canceled NOAA



would likely lose the funding for this



valuable new tool for IOCM projects. If



systems were accepted as is and there



were problems with the system, NOAA



would have to fund resolving the issues



with the system.



contractors for processing. In addition,



contractors have ARRA funded projects



that are being reviewed by RSD. Should



be able to sustain through the end of the



fiscal year.



OMAO: Risk of not meeting GPRA goals



for shoreline mapping.



N45RF



Jet Prop



GRAV-D 5/31-8/31
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Updated on 14 June 2010



Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option? 


If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested



Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Gordon Gunter GU-10-03, 


Leg I-III



Marine Mammals 


6/15-8/5 GOM NO YES NO Unable to provide marine mammal



abundance & distribution information to



meet MMPA mandated mammal stock



assessment requirements.  Unable to



provide data & document long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM marine



mammal populations.



None
 Presently alongside  Pascagoula June 5-


14 conducting repairs and ABS



inspection. 



8/5-9 Fleet Inspection



GU-10-04 


Leg I and II



Fall



Ichthyoplankton



8/24-9/30 GOM NO YES NO Unable to support current stock



assessments for red snapper, king



mackerel, and vermillion snapper; and



future stock assessments for Spanish



mackerel, gray triggerfish, and red drum. 



Would be unable to assess long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM



ichthyoplankton.



None



Pisces PC-10-03 Leg 1, 2,



3  SEAMAP Reef



Fish



6/14 – 7/25 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



PC-10-05 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4,  S Atlantic



Reef Fish



8/3 – 9/25 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None
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Oregon II R2-10-01 Leg 1, 2,



3  SEAMAP



Summer



Groundfish



6/15 – 7/17 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



red snapper, king mackerel, yellowedge



grouper, and small coastal sharks.  Unable



to assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



GOM groundfish species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



7/24-8/5 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish. Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



8/7 – 9/29 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for



large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish.  Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



Delaware II DE-10-05 Benthic



Habitat



6/14 – 6/25 NE Atlantic



(Georges



Bank)



Yes, this is ongoing



research that will



continue into the



future



No Yes, require 6 berths,



crane, A-frame, CTD



operations, 220 v AC



power, and depth



sounder



Research aimed at understanding



relationship among juvenile Atlantic



cod/sea scallops/haddock and their



habitat, including invasive tunicate



Didemnum, with specific reference to



juvenile mortality



Delaying this cruise a year will prevent



the annual measurement of the



encroachment of the invasive species on



Georges Bank.



DE-10-07 



ECOMON



8/16 – 9/1 NE Atlantic



(Cape Hatteras



No, this cruise is part



of both bi-monthly



and annual



Yes Yes. Hugh R. Sharp or



another research vessel



Interrupt a 40 year oceanographic and



plankton time series. Nulify attempts to



document hydrocarbon transport to the



None It should be recognized that this cruise



complements oil spill research that is
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– Nova Scotia) environmental 


monitoring time



series and provides



ground truth for



SeaWiFS.



Hydrocarbon



sampling is planned



off of the east coast.



NE U.S. Shelf; compromise SeaWiFS



ground truth, sea bird monitoring, efforts



to improve the assessments of yellowtail



flounder through oceanographic



monitoring; postpone efforts to begin



ocean acidification of the NE U.S. shelf.



being conducted in the Gulf of Mexico



DE-10-06  Herring



Hydroacoustic



Survey, Leg 1, 2



9/8 – 9/30 NE Atlantic



(Georges



Bank)



No, temporally



sensitive in terms of



both an annual



survey and a multi-


year time series.



Yes No. Vessel capabilities



and acoustic signature



critically important



The Atlantic herring resource is valuable



as an economic resource and is highly



controversial due to its importance in the



ecosystem. Accurate estimates of the



stock is critical. Historically acoustic



surveys have been critical to the



assessment of those stocks. The impact of



the loss of this cruise will limit our ability



to determine the utility of this survey and



assessment of Atlantic herring.



None



Thomas



Jefferson



TJ-10-03 


DWH Tasking



5/17 -5/28 


5/23-5/28



GOM - FGNMS No  - Impact on 


successive projects



does not allow for



delay without impact



to those projects.



No
 FGNMS, though OCS,



could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the snm of



production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi. 



The DWH tasking for the remainder of this



leg will result in 75 square nmi, of a



planned 150 square nmi, not being



surveyed,



The collection of a combination of



multibeam and backscatter survey data



was scheduled to take place on board the



TJ, to map several reefs and banks in the



NW Gulf of Mexico, all of which will be



DWH tasking occurred



from  5/23 to 5/28 to



deploy navy gliders,



current drifters and



profiling floats.



The FGNMS project DAS have already



been lost due to a week of downtime



caused by generator problems, then the



initial 6 DAS the TJ diverted to deploy



Navy gliders and drifters.  Plans  are in



plance to make up 6 days lost prior to



DWH tasking during TJ-10-02 leg 5, 6/14-


7/02
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Estimated cost $1.5M targeted for habitat characterization and



ground truthing operations in the future. 



These operations will not be undertaken



until the surveys have been completed.



TJ-10-02 6/01-6/11,



leg 4



GOM No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 75 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed.



DWH Tasking



Occurred 6/1-6/11 to



conduct Western



Sentry project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Imperative that



the ship be given at time to  “square off”



the existing hydrographic project. TJ is



the only vessel that can complete the



work.



TJ-10-02 6/14-7/02,



leg 5



GOM No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $0.5M



Estimated cost for



FGNMS survey is $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 25 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed,



Cancelling project leg will also result in a



loss of 6 DAS planned to support FGNMS



project to make up for the time lost to



mechanical repairs resuliting in 75 square



nmi,of the planned 150 square nmi, from



being completed.



DWH Tasking



scheduled for 6/14-


7/02 to conduct



additional work on the



Western Sentry



project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Two days will be



allocated for the ship to “square off” the



existing hydrographic project before



resuming the DWH Western Sentry



project.  Total DWH tasking has resulted



in a production loss of 100 square nmi. 



The production loss can be replaced



through contracting at a total cost of



$2.0M (100 square nmi).



Total cost to contract FGNMS project is
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$3.0M (150 square nmi).



TJ-10-04 Leg I-IV 7/7-8/31 Key West Area Yes – The project 


could be delayed but



the delay would be at



the expense of the



successive project or



a reduction of the



project as planned.



No
 No – Vessel capability



and planned equimpent



test and evaluation not



possible though contract



for this project,



The Key West project is an IOCM project



with several partners, including the



planned testing of new technologies. 



Although the project could be delayed,



OCS believes it is important to complete



the project this year using the equipment



and personnel currently on the TJ



Canceling the project will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 220 square nmi



not being completed.  This loss of



productiion could be contracted at a cost



of $4.4 M



OCS could



accommodate 2 more



legs of DWH response



with minimal impact. 



Delay the start of the



Key West Project by a



leg and delay the



return to Norfolk by a



leg. 



Approaches to Key West. Arrive  Norfolk



8/31



Estimated average loss of production per



leg tasked is between 30 to 60 square



nmi.



TJ-10-05 


Leg I



9/9-17 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake



Bay project is a multi-


year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No
 OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 20 square nmi



not being completed.



TJ is scheduled to transit from Key west



to  Norfolk VA on or about 8/26



TJ-10-05 9/20-30 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake



Bay project is a multi-


No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



Estimated cost to contract lost



production if tasked for both legs is
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Leg 2 year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



measures and will result 30 square nmi



not being completed.



$0.9M (50 square nmi)



Nancy Foster NF-10-06-PR 


Leg 1 & Leg II



6/21-7/2 GoM Delay could result in



the program loosing



allocated funds on



various contracts



used to support this



project.



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. Program



would try to accomplish



all activities from small



boats or lease a local



UNOLS vessel for 10k



per day for which we



(NOS) don’t have the



appropriate budget nor



is there adequate time



on the schedule



This is a requirement of the Sanctuary



Advisory Council in order to obtain their



endorsement of a proposed experimental



closure of one of the banks.   Failure to



not complete this requirement would



result in no endorsement by the Sanctuary



Advisory Council.



None Baseline Assessment of Fish and Benthic



Communities of FGBNMS.



NF-10-07-TER 7/6-20 Tortugas/GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



contracts involving



ROV rental, travel



arrangements,



supplies and etc.



Y Would require charter  if



NF tasked. This could be



reworked to use the



State of Florida vessel



R/V Weatherbird under



our existing IDIQ



contract.  To get the



same amount of



mapping done we would



get on the Foster would



require an additional



The impact of not doing the work will



mean a loss of knowledge of any deep



coral or sponge habitat in the target area



(between Steamboat Lumps MPA in the



north to existing Pulley Ridge HAPC map



coverage in the south).  A total of $30,000



in Coral Reef Conservation Program



funding was obtained for the project, and



$25.5k has already been obligated for data



collection and processing. 



None
 Biogeography Analysis of Tortugas



Ecological Reserve
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$62K.  This estimate is



based on our contract



day rate of $12.5K for



seven days at sea and



subtracting the existing



$25.5K obligated to USF. 



Timing is not a great



concern; we can do it



whenever the ship is



available in St.



Petersburg, FL.



NF-10-08-


FGBNMS



7/22-29 GoM Delaying Flower



Gardens would result



in a loss of $200k of



Coral Program



allocated funds. The



shallow-water diving



leg (late July) could



potentially be



accomplished later



this FY.
The tech



diving leg (mid July)



would be very



difficult to delay in



that it relies on an



external partner that



provided matching



for the project. The



Y
 Would require charter  if



NF tasked. The project



could be completed by



the FGBNMS vessel



R/VManta. There are no



other appropriate



vessels that are available



for charter at this late



date. However, there is



no funding to support



the operation of the



MANTA for this



purpose. Program



allocation of funds is not



adequate to operate the



vessel beyond already



allocated commitments



This project is absolutely dependent upon



the FOSTER ship time in FY2010. The



availability of ship time was a key factor in



this project being funded by CRCP. If this



project is not implemented in 2010, we



stand to lose future funding by CRCP. It



will also delay the potential



implementation of an important



management action for the protection of



coral reefs in US waters.



None Flower Garden Banks NMS Coral Disease



and Bleaching Monitoring
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partner has already



committed to the



scheduled dates and



they are unlikely to



be available later this



FY.



without dedicated



funding from an outside



(i.e. grant, partner, etc.)



source.



NF-10-09-RACOW 8/2-12 GoM (Vicinity



of DWH Oil



Spill)



No.  Both the



scientific scope and



general location of



this project are



relevant to



addressing potential



ecological impacts of



the Deepwater



Horizon oil spill.  Due



to the spill and



related response



needs, we will be



remaining flexible to



conduct the survey



either in the western



Gulf of Mexico as



originally planned or



to shift the location



to the eastern



portion of the Gulf



(shelf waters from



Mississippi delta to



Y Yes if another NOAA



vessel or NANCY FOSTER



equivalent platform was



made available.



If this mission is not completed, we will be



unable to effectively address important



goals under NOAA's legal mandates (e.g.,



Clean Water Act, National Coastal



Monitoring Act, National Marine



Sanctuaries Act) to provide adequate



ecological characterizations of aquatic



living marine resources and ecosystem



stressors in the nation’s coastal ocean



waters.  Moreover, given the project’s



relevancy to the current Gulf of Mexico



oil-spill event, not conducting the project



would miss a tremendous opportunity to



apply NOAA’s existing assets to assisting



with oil-spill response and assessment



needs.



Highly recommend



this project remain as



scheduled due to its



congruent alignment



with the ecological



recovery efforts of the



DWH oil spill.



Regional Assessment of Coastal Ocean



Waters - GRNMS



This project is part of a series of



nationwide surveys aimed at assessing



the status of ecosystem conditions and



stressor impacts in coastal-ocean (shelf)



waters around the U.S.
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Tampa) depending



on where the



majority of oil ends



up. By doing so, in



addition to



addressing our



original project goals,



we will be providing



a basis for assessing



oil-spill impacts



throughout these



offshore waters and



thus assisting in



NOAA’s response



efforts.  At present,



our plan is to



incorporate a



probabilistic



sampling design



(consistent with



other components of



this ongoing offshore



ecological



assessment series) in



order to provide a



basis for making



unbiased statistical



estimates of the



spatial extent and
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magnitude of



condition relative to



the various



synoptically



measured variables



and corresponding



management



thresholds.



NF-10-10-CHS 


Leg I  & II



8/15-28 Florida Keys 


GoM



No. Deep Coral



Mapping of the



South Atlantic Bight



cannot be delayed as



funds cannot be



carried over. This is



the last cruise of the



fiscal year for the



program.



Y Yes possibly.  NF is one



of the few vessel



capable of mapping and



characterizing deep



coral ecosystems. This



includes the deep water



multibeam system and



fish acoustics systems.



No other NOAA ship



presently has this dual



capability. While it is



conceivably possible to



temporarily install these



systems on vessels of



opportunity, it would be



at considerable expense.



This information is critical and time



sensitive.  Failure to conduct this research



would impact the data that is used to



support and update the Fishery



Management Plan and designation of



Habitat Areas of Critical Concern by the



South Atlantic Fishery Management



Council. Also, data supporting  



subsequent biological monitoring and



coral sampling with the JASON ROV



onboard the NOAA Ship RON BROWN in



November 2010 will be lost as well as



severely impacting short-term



management measures and the



protection of mandated resources.



None
 Characterization of Shallow to Mid-Water



Seafloor Habitats of South Florida



NF-10-11-LF 8/31-9/11 SE Atlantic Yes.  The invasive



lionfish research



Y This project can NOT be



chartered due to the



Currently, there are no annual monitoring



programs focused on collecting baseline



Invasive Lionfish Population  Monitoring
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Leg I & II could potentially be



delayed up to a



month with



acceptable impact to



the science, since



late



September/October



are very similar



seasons. Personnel



impact may be much



more detrimental as



we have transferred



money for NURC



support of our dive



operations and need



their participation to



complete the cruise.



So timing of all the



personnel would



need to be shifted



and may not be



possible.



type of operation



(personnel, equipment,



safety needs) and the



extent of the research



area that is examined



(Onslow Bay NC from 75



to 200 fsw). 



information on the hard bottom reef



communities.  Data collected will



definitely enhance the development and



continuation of such monitoring system



which is critical in detecting responses by



reef communities to climate change



of Mid-Atlantic Project



NF-10-12-NC 9/14-27 Project was canceled May 21 at request of



OAR/OER.



Norfolk Canyon



Ronald H. Brown RB-10-02



Tsunami Mapping



9/6-9/11;



with 4-day



extension,



dates would



Caribbean Yes; however, post-


earthquake data is



“very perishable”



No Yes, but impractical due



to expense. Original



scheduling of RB took



advantage of nearby



Reduces or eliminates opportunity for



NOAA to actively support risk analysis



around Port-au-Prince.



Ship could possibly be



retasked from post-


Fleet Inspection to



start of NTAS/MOVE
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be 9/5-9/14 according to USGS PI. NTAS transit. cruise (San Juan, PR),



roughly 8/27-9/12.



RB-10-03



NTAS/MOVE



mooring



turnaround



9/12-9/26;



with 4-day



TSUCAR



extension,



dates would



be 9/15-9/29



Northwest



Tropical



Atlantic



No.  NTAS/MOVE



turnaround cruise



has already been



delayed 2X.  Relative



to the last



deployment on 29



June 2009, the



planned turnaround



cruise (15-29 Sep) is



beyond the 14 month



maximum interval,



and we already



expect some



unrecoverable data



loss.



Yes In principle, if charter



cruise were 9/15/2010



or sooner.   Approx cost



= $21K/day X 22 days =



$462K.



Irreplaceable loss of surface flux data from



10 year record, compromise in accuracy of



subsurface transport record, inability to



meet NOAA mission goals for Climate, and



Weather/Water for which the projects



were established.



Henry B. Bigelow HB-10-03 


Leg 1, 2, 3



Cetacean



Abundance



6/7-8/11 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-04 Habitat



Mapping



8/18-8/27 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-05 9/7-9/30 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP
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Leg 1,2



Autumn Bottom



Trawl & Acoustics



Survey



Document ID: 0.7.27.993.3







N42 WP-3D 


N43 WP-3D CALNEX Hurricane Season



N43 - Arrived MacDill AFB 6/7.  Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.  Return to CALNEX on 6/11



N46 Twin Otter 


N48 Twin Otter 


N56 Twin Otter 


N57 Twin Otter 


N68 King Air 


Bigelow 


Delaware II 


Underway en route GOMEX for DWH ops (seafood study). Arrival Key West, FL 06/24 for staging. Departure 06/25



Brown 


Foster 
Foster - potential re-task for DWH response.  ETD from Charleston delayed to due to contining maintenance 6/25.



Gunter 
Gunter  - scheduled marine mammal cruise shifted to GOM



Jefferson 
Jefferson  - DWH Western Sentry II



Oregon II 
Sea trials 06/20. ETD Pascagoula, MS 6/22 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyoplankton survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume scheduled work. ETA Galveston 06/30.



Pisces 


Departed 6/14 for scheduled project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA Pascagoula, MS 7/2



NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



Marine Mammal Surveys



Steller Sea Lions 


Aug 


BWASP



CALNEX 


Oct Jun 


Hurricane Season
DWH Gulf Loop 


ECOMON 


Tsunami/Trop. Atl



DWH Multi Spectral 


SEAMAP Reef Fish 


DWH 


NOAA Line Office Assets



OMAO Assets (as of 6/20/10)



Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



Nov



Continuation of DWH Multi Spectral Oil, Mobile, AL



Harbor Seals



Harbor Seals 


Jul Sep 


BOWFEST



Benthic ECOMON 


NERW



in Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



MX Cetacean Abundance 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities



R/V HST 


Fall Plankton



Jun Aug Jul 


MRP/Trials Groundfish 


Warranty 


Nov



Pully Ridge/Tortugas/FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



Repairs 


Repairs 


Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection 


DWH Marine Mammals 


GRNMS 


Sep Oct 


F.I. 


Chesapeake Bay



South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



Longline Shark / Red Snapper



FGBNMS Key West 


7/25/2012
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NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, F L.



NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 6/21.



Scheduled to conduct trap/video surveys out of Panama City the reamainder of the month.



R/V Caretta 


R/V Harold B 


R/V Gandy 


7/25/2012
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25' Parker NOS small boat w/ twin outboards in Charleston, SC, available for deployment and trailerable



In Panama City gearing up for bottom long line operations



Deep water sampling 10km NE of wellhead and working N to NW at 10km.



In Houma, LA



Deepwater sampling, CTD’s, and surface sampling 5.5nm S of wellhead.



Calibrate AUV, CTD casts, then AUV deployment



Deepwater ROV sampling at 2km ring of wellhead



In Port Fourchon, LA, departing 1800



LOOP current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



Acoustic survey 5nm NW of wellhead working clockwise



Subsurface sampling off FL panhandle



In Miami, FL 



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.  *No end date specified for gliders.



Monitoring and sampling oceanographic conditions



DWH*



Beau Rivage 


Jun 


Jack Fitz 


IOOS Gliders 


Walton Smith 


NAVO Gliders 


Brooks McCall 


Ryan Chouest 


Bunny Bordelon 


Capt Hatteras 


Rachel Bordelon 


Endeavor 


Ocean Veritas 


Pelican 


Oct Jul Aug 


Other Assets

Nov
Sep 


7/25/2012



Document ID: 0.7.27.993.4







7/25/2012



Document ID: 0.7.27.993.4







7/25/2012



Document ID: 0.7.27.993.4







7/25/2012



Document ID: 0.7.27.993.4







Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Gunter June 5 June 26 Repairs/ABS inspection scheduled for



6/5-6/14



GU-10-02 Leg 1 - Marine Mammals



06/15 – 06/26



Underway for DWH ops (marine mammal



survey). ETA Mobile, AL 6/21 for repairs (~



2 days in drydock) then resume ops. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 6/26



Foster June 5 June 19 None:  NF-10-05, Grays Reef



Comparison Cancelled.



a/s Charleston, SC for z-drive repairs.



Cancelled leg 2 of GRNMS project in order to



complete repairs and allow time to transit to



GOM in support of DWH efforts.  Departure



delayed to June 25, GOM arrival ~ June 30th. 



Awaiting final DWH project instructions and



tasking.



Thomas

Jefferson



June 15 tbd TJ-10-03 FGBNMS Underway for continued DWH ops (acoustics



and water sampling). Replenish supplies



06/21, Pascagoula. ETA Key West, FL 7/2



Oregon II June 21 July 5 Rd-10-01 Summer groundfish Leg 2



loses 9 DAS (much of the area



typically surveyed during this project



is likely going to be off limits due to



the oil.)



Sea trials today, 6/20. ETD Pascagoula, MS



6/22 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyo-


plankton survey (approx 4-5 days), then



resume scheduled work.



Delaware

II



June18 tbd DE-10-05 Benthic Habitat Underway en route GOMEX for DWH ops



(seafood study). Arrival Key West, FL 06/24



for staging. Departure 06/25



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period
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remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water



Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3. 



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning
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Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



June 15 Hurricane Season Funding ends on June 15.  Gulf Loop Current



flights could be rescheduled around any



tasking for Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings



would delay Gulf Loop Current flights by



several days.  DWH Loop Current flight,



departed 6/18, 0900L, MacDill AFB



N43RF



WP-3D



TBD TBD CALNEX (OAR California air quality



study)- Potential loss of 1 to 3 days



Reassignment to DWH for air quality study



per OAR request.  Arrived MacDill 6/7. 



Mission Flights conducted 6/8 and 6/10.



Returned to CALNEX 6/11.



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April September



30



Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September



30



Northeast Right Whale / BOWFEST DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



resumed June 7. Anticipated schedule is



approximately 5 flights every 14 days. 



Tasking could be flown on Twin Otter N46RF



but belly port will be unavailable for use. 



Additional crew would be required for N46F



due to crew duty day limitations.



N68RF



King Air



April September



30



National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 20 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flight, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr Transit to AK for Grav-D mission.



N46 Twin Otter DWH multi-spectral scanning/oil density & thickness, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Sacramento, CA



N49 G-IV Tail Doppler Radar testing, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike No flight, MacDill AFB



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Carrollton, GA for corrosion inspection and maintenance



N68 King Air Coastal mapping, New Orleans, LA / departing the area today.



N42



N44



N47



N49



N51



N52



N68 
N46 


N43 


N56



N45



N57



N48
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 20 JUN 2010



EX

Indonesia 


ID Status Today



FA
 Alongside Port Angeles, WA. Departure 06/21 for scheduled project



SH
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Departure 6/25 for scheduled project



MF Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/21 Seattle



DY
 Underway on scheduled project.  Arrival 6/24 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 06/26 Pearl Harbor, HI



M2
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/4 San Francisco



SE Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/6 for scheduled project



KA
 Alongside San Diego, CA. Departure 7/8 for scheduled project



RA
 Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 08/02



EX
 Alongside Bitung, Indonesia. Departure 6/24 for scheduled project



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF



PC



DE



RB



TJ 
GU



R2 


ID
 Status Today



DE
 Underway enroute GOMEX for DWH seafood study. ETA Key West, FL 6/24 for



staging, ETD 6/25.



TJ
 Underway for continued DWH acoustics and water sampling. Brief stop



Pascagoula, MS 6/21 for personnel transfer/logistics. ETA Key West, FL 7/2



HB Alongside Newport, RI. ETD 7/6 for scheduled project



NF
 Alongside Charleston, SC. Departure delayed to ~6/25 following repairs.



Expecting tasking for DWH ops.



RB
 Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
 Underway for DWH marine mammal survey. ETA Mobile, AL 6/21 for repairs (~ 2



days in drydock) then resume ops. ETA Pascagoula, MS 6/26



PC
 Departed 6/14 for scheduled project in GOMEX, no DWH tasking yet. ETA



Pascagoula, MS 7/2



R2 Sea trials today. ETD Pascagoula, MS 6/22 for DWH shrimp trawl/ichthyo-


plankton survey (approx 4-5 days), then resume scheduled work.



DY 


HA



RA 


KA 


SH
DJ



MF



M2 


SE 
Hawaii



Bering Sea



FA 
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Chartered Vessels and NOAA Small Boats



As of 19 JUN 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM R/V Brooks McCall Deep water sampling 10km NE of wellhead and working N to NW at 10km.



BB M/V Bunny Bordelon In Houma, LA



CH R/V Cape Hatteras Deepwater sampling, CTD’s, and surface sampling 5.5nm S of wellhead.



CA R/V Caretta NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DWH begin 21 June



EN R/V Endeavor Calibrate AUV, CTD casts, then AUV deployment



GY R/V Gandy Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



JF R/V Jack Fitz Deepwater ROV sampling at 2km ring of wellhead



OV R/V Ocean Veritas In Port Fourchon, LA, departing 1800



RB M/V Rachel Bordelon Acoustic survey 5nm NW of wellhead working clockwise



RC R/V Ryan Chouest Subsurface sampling off FL panhandle



WS R/V Walton Smith In Miami, FL



BB  CA



OV



= underway



= alongside



WS



RC



JF



CH



BM



EN GY



RB 
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Assets
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Daily+Vessel+Call+Notes



Document ID: 0.7.27.993.6



https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Daily+Vessel+Call+Notes





https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Daily+Vessel+Call+Notes



Document ID: 0.7.27.993.6



https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Daily+Vessel+Call+Notes





NOAA Response Operations Activities Report

20 June



NOAA Response Operations Activities Report

20 June



Today’s Activities Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


. .



•Report of submerged oil off Bon Secour Nat’l Wildlife



Refuge by Ben Rains (Mobile Press-Register) raises



concern about density of weathered oil and



consequences



•Items in review:



oLetter from 22 Senators – under review at DOC



oLong-term oil trajectory – pending OMB comments



oAerial observer training – this weekend, Mobile AL,



13 trainees



oLoop Current product – under review at DOC



• For story and video on submerged oil (Mobile, AL):



http://blog.al.com/live/2010/06/lots_of_sharks_and_l



ots_of_oil.html



•
 Working on materials to communicate nature of risk



to South Florida



•
 Enterprise restarted after flame arrestor cleaning



• Q4000 had to shut down this a.m. to change



heading



• CDC coordinating public health message



development and delivery



• Review Incident Specific Addendum to the NCP



• Long-term oil movement release



• Communicating risk to South Florida



•
 Work on turtle observation and rescue plan with



states



An American flag and



speckled crab coated



with oil underwater



near the Bon Secour



National Wildlife



Refuge



Photo: (Press-


Register/Ben Raines)
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TASK DEADLINE



litigation hold on all documenets on-going



talking points/on-pager Impacts to marine

mammals and turtles



4/27/2010



Fisheries report and economic statistics 4/28/2010



Role, Schedule document 4/29/2010



Email Distribution List 4/29/2010



fishery closure disaster FAQs (can fishermen

receive compensation near real-time?)



4/29/2010



Request for economic impacts to fisheries 4/29/2010



fisheries issues white paper as relates to spill 4/29/2010



Develop a long-term staffing plan 4/30/2010



White House White paper -  OCS and OSLTF 4/30/2010



Develop plan for ICC to be 24 hrs 4/30/2010



Use of Satellite Imagery 4/30/2010



oil spill impacts, hurricances, and other weather

systems



4/30/2010



provide trajectory information to DOT 4/30/2010



List of NMAO vessels in area 4/30/2010



Impacts to NOAA equipment (tide guages, etc) 4/30/2010



Unified Command locations 4/30/2010



Map of NOAA facilities in area 4/30/2010



contact info to send new ideas/technologies 4/30/2010



Worst Case Scenario briefing for Deputies 5/1/2010



assessment of historical weather in Gulf 5/1/2010



Prioritized list of Congressional of overflights 5/1/2010



policy decision -economic implications for WH 5/1/2010



Winer to serve as POC for NGO engagement 5/1/2010



Resources at Risk and accompanying FAQs

about roles responsibiliites, and what we are

actually doing



5/1/2010



follow-up with UNH science contacts,

particularly in relation to dispersants



5/1/2010



one-pager biological impact from sheen and

dispersants



5/2/2010



NOAA role in oil spills 5/3/2010



Turtle talking points 5/3/2010



legal record of use of dispersant at source 5/3/2010
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work force mgt explore how to engage support

of other agencies, states, etc



5/3/2010



Contingency Plan for Gordon Gunther 5/3/2010



Official Tasking for vessel allocation 5/4/2010



Loop Current Tps 5/4/2010



Verify NIST engaged in specimen collection 5/4/2010



understanding of safety of environment 5/4/2010



Safety of staff working on the ground 5/4/2010



catch & release in closed area tps 5/4/2010



recreational & commercial fishing data 5/4/2010



NASA to provide high spectral imaging 5/4/2010



Legal questions for response to Governors 5/4/2010



LO engagement training fishermen 5/4/2010



loop current factsheet 5/5/2010



High level worst case tps 5/5/2010



worst case web-ex meeting 5/5/2010



partner with google on product on-going



NMFS updated info available for Govs. Calls 5/6/2010



best case scenario 5/6/2010



Request from DOI for assistance in chain of

custody, storage procedures, laboratories that

can do anaylysis, etc.



5/6/2010



Review EPA Dispersant Q&A 5/7/2010
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info on how volunteers can get involved 5/7/2010



mechanism for small grants to academics 5/7/2010



Briefing for Francis Beinecke, CEO NRDC 5/7/2010



industry validator list for efforts in Gulf for

Adm Allen phone call on 4/9



5/8/2010



Q&A on Sea Food Safety - NOAA/FDA

authorities, roles, on-ground coordination,

NMFS



5/9/2010



Assess NOAA to serve as lead for SCATs 5/9/2010



Compacted oil bricks collected at Dauphin

Island, what NOAA scientist received, what

info is known



5/9/2010
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NOAA all hands message on gulf 5/9/2010



Rep. Cassidy requested info on

testing/monitoring of the impacted fisheries

areas and how it is determined what areas

should be closed (or re-opened) and how that

information is relayed with the public.



5/9/2010



analysis of "red-tide" samples 5/9/2010



NOAA Research Council oil and science

coordination across NOAA; outcome actions

for team and Larry Robinson



5/9/2010



Gov. LA request to dredge and fill for keeping

oil off-shore



5/9/2010



follow-up on cooperative MOU and BP science

sharing, and ability for contract academic

scientist to share data



5/10/2010



Identify NOAA Scientist to serve as lead for

our scientific activities and liaison for the

academic community



5/10/2010



Follow up with MS and AL regarding fisheries

closure.  NMFS has call today with State

Directors



5/10/2010



subject matter expert briefings 5/10/2010



Ensure we are adequately ramping up our

capacity to analyze seafood safety issues



5/10/2010



Review DOS Embassy cable 5/10/2010



OMB request that NOAA serve as Federal lead

for Deepwater Horizon consolidated website



5/11/2010



Provide guidance to staff regarding tracking

hours, expenses, etc in relation to this event



5/11/2010



NOAA SSC /RRT efforts to host workshop on

dispersants, region-wide assessment, impacts,

long-term fate, etc.



5/11/2010



Seafood Sampling plan details for DOC 5/11/2010
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Fisheries Disaster Declaration – Apparently

the Governor sent a letter to Sec. Locke on

April 30 seeking a disaster declaration for MS

fisheries due to the leak.  They have not heard

anything about their request and asked for a

status update.



5/11/2010



Process for forwarding funding requests to

Unified Command or other leads



5/12/2010



Move proposals for IOOS HFR and second

flight of P-3 through approval process



5/12/2010



Prepare request to Mary Landry regarding

NOAAs research/scientific requests,  ceiling of

requests, and streamlined process for making

requests



5/12/2010



Guidance for staff on congressional town halls,

local/regional meetings with congress  –

ensure consistent messaging



5/12/2010



Request rough estimate for number of NOAA

staff in the region, distinct from those on TDY



5/13/2010



Follow-up today for science coordination

across NOAA and engagement/coordination

with Navy



5/13/2010



Request for time on aircraft for NMFS

enforcement



5/13/2010



Follow-up regarding interview scheduled for

today in Houma



5/13/2010



Media protocol – work through Office of

Communications and External Affairs on all

media requests. 



5/13/2010



External constituent  engagement protocol –

work through appropriate offices: Office of

Communication and External Affairs and o

Office of Legislative and Intergovernmental 

Affairs 



5/13/2010



When you meet with external groups, please

send a brief report out of the meeting and

interests of the public (all)



5/13/2010



Barrier Island fill-in follow-up today, ensure

Habitat Office is engaged; host call today with

NOAA HQ and staff ASAP today (5/13)



5/13/2010



Request for data on normal numbers of turtle

and dolphin strandings/deaths for the longest

historical data



5/13/2010



Follow-up on flow-rate estimates 5/14/2010
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NOAA needs to step out in a stronger way

regarding our science and examining the whole

ecosystem; air quality and water quality. 



5/14/2010



Utilize Sea Grant more effectively to serve as

our liaison for engaging with the community



5/14/2010



Engage external scientific community to

validate video’s from BP



5/14/2010



ADML Landry request 30-day ship time, use of

the Gordon Gunther



5/15/2010



Overview of sampling that is not being done,

broad issues related to understanding where

the oil is and what its impact is (all assets, not

exclusive to NOAA assets)  Requested to send

this to the NIC



5/15/2010



Clear Daily report on status of marine

mammals and turtles



5/15/2010



Create daily chart showing mortality in

relation to: #of total dead turtles, # sent for

necropsies, # necropsies completed, and # dead

due to oil. 



5/15/2010



Assess capacity to conduct work needed –

request to review this and if more people are

needed



5/15/2010



develop timeline of seafood safety testing in

advance of Monday Meeting/call at WH



5/15/2010



Ensure routine updates on 0800 calls on key

issues NOAA is working on



5/15/2010



Ensure clear lines of communication and

updates between NOAA and NIC



5/15/2010



Reconstruct process of how NOAA has been

engaged with developing/communicating

release rate



5/15/2010



Contact sheet for where to refer constituents to

for key information



5/15/2010



Strategies to communicate our issues,

particularly NMFS closures to public



5/15/2010



Assign lead technical expert for LA barrier

island issue



5/15/2010



Check in on monitoring plan regarding use of

sub-sea dispersants



5/15/2010



Develop product for what our NERR and NM 

Sanctuary sites are seeing



5/15/2010
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Follow-up on release of chemical contents of

dispersants for seafood safety testing needs



5/15/2010



Identify mechanism to follow-up with attendees

at community meetings



5/15/2010



Follow-up on NOAA representation at NIC

and if Mark Miller and Ralph Lopez need

additional support



5/16/2010



Communication plan for loop current, ensure

have same story for all constituents.  Talking

points for leadership



5/16/2010



Move loop current one-pager through

clearance ASAP



5/16/2010



Change loop current map: oil portion stippled

to indicate that the oil is not uniform across the

spill, show loop current as a somewhat more

varied flow



5/16/2010



Tuesday, 2-3 meeting hosted by OMB for bi-
cameral Congressional meeting to review

legislation that has been introduced – who

should participate on behalf of NOAA



5/16/2010



Formal request needed through NIC for

chemical components of dispersants, assistance

from GC if needed



5/16/2010



Dispersant Monitoring plan should include

efficacy of dispersant on oil, and

biological/ecological impacts



5/16/2010



Hurricane outlook interactions with oil spill

talking points and Tuesday 8am briefing



5/16/2010



Develop talking points for issue of Pelican

cruise and scientific statements asserted in

press



5/17/2010



Line Office assess participation in 3 technical

working groups that are stood up by the

Interagency Solutions group



5/17/2010



Develop proposal for engaging academic

community (for review today)



5/17/2010



Reconsider fisheries closure in light of data

provided from Pelican cruise.  Also conducting

random dock-side sampling to ensure seafood

safety.



5/17/2010



Expedited review of Loop 101 and Talking

Points – internal by 0930



5/17/2010
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Expedited review of Long-Term Transport of

Oil and Talking Points – internal by 1100



5/17/2010



Follow-up on research platforms that could be

deployed and sampling plan from all assets



5/18/2010



Expert briefing for Loop Current 5/18/2010



Histogram by day for turtle strandings 5/18/2010



Request for talking points for turtle strandings 5/18/2010



Precautionary closure of fisheries due to

potential of oil in the loop current



5/18/2010



Assign technical point for OMB, DOC, FDA

group regarding seafood safety; .



5/18/2010



Need to have talking points and alert Cuba and

Mexico regarding fishery closure and potential

of oil in loop current



5/18/2010



Alert WH of fishery closure change 5/18/2010



Talking points on loop current, fishery closure,

international, states – what we are doing to

address the potential that oil is in the loop

current



5/18/2010



PLEASE clearly note on all emails and

documents if they are FOR INTERNAL USE

ONLY



5/19/2010



Check-in with Michele Finn regarding assets

available on the ground, consider requesting

Navy support



5/19/2010



Talking points on activities underway in

Sanctuaries and NERRs



5/19/2010



NOAA daily update, NOAA by the numbers,

what NOAA has done for the day



5/19/2010



Do not provide economic data; contact Patricia

Buckley (pbuckley@doc.gov) and Mark Doms

(mdoms@doc.gov) for questions and cleared

economic data



5/19/2010



Consider if the new Loop Current product can

be made public and updated as appropriate



5/20/2010



Follow-up call with NMFS and Kennedy

regarding particular aspects of seafood safety

testing and oil aspects



5/20/2010



Time-line for science plan 5/20/2010



Recirculate oil and hurricane materials 5/20/2010



Step back and assess how we are operating in

response to this spill, how can we do a better

job in getting information out to the public

(data, what we are doing, etc), what resources

do we need to



5/20/2010



additional staff needs for ORR Seattle War

room, etc



5/21/2010
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Joint press release for Gunther and USF

sampling cruise



5/21/2010



Notification to foreign nations of potential

impacts to their states; need to do this in a

timely manner as there are legal considerations



5/21/2010



Follow up on science plans, cruises – note of 7

vessels, request for clear list of vessels and

activities



5/22/2010



Hurricane’s and Oil Spill fact sheet and talking

points, share with Jason Rolfe at the NIC



5/22/2010



Share stories for how the government is adding

value to the spill response and associated

activities



5/22/2010



Determine how many non-Federal partners

NOAA has engaged with this process



5/23/2010



Engage oil spill community and hurricane

community to familiarize on data, processes,

communication strategies so that if hurricanes

occur in the gulf, we can have  a coordinated

message and approach; include EPA in

conversations and follow-up actions



5/24/2010



Consider deploying ORR staff to sit in the

NHC to support FEMA on the ground



5/24/2010



Do a briefing for meteorologists on the ground

in the coastal states that are prepared with

information and talking points regarding oil

spill and hurricanes



5/24/2010



Identify what our hurricane response plan is in

light of a hurricane, both Unified Command

and NOAA assets



5/24/2010



Follow-up for 3pm Oil Spill 101 WH Press

Briefing



5/24/2010



Dispersant workshop – provide information on

plans, who is invited, etc. for outreach to public

and federal agencies, etc.



5/24/2010



Follow-up on EPA water quality monitoring

plan, potentially item to be raised at a Principal

call.



5/24/2010



Follow-up meeting among science players to

ensure tight coordination across NOAA



5/24/2010



Succinct email for where we are on making data

public and where that data will be housed



5/24/2010



Roll out seafood safety results this week, ensure

is well coordinated



5/24/2010
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Berm proposal - usace proposal for berm :

NOAA review before noon



5/25/2010



Dispersant workshop at LSU - Planners need

to connect Nancy Kinner



5/25/2010



Clear compilation of NOAA and contract cruise

activities



5/26/2010



Review materials that are distributed daily and

streamline



5/26/2010



Resources for ensuring ERMA/data

information can be operational ASAP; request

from other bureaus and departments for servers

and hardware needs while we wait for

equipment to arrive



5/26/2010



Follow-up on discussion regarding data

compilation and peer review considerations for

data



5/26/2010



follow-up on tar ball 6/14/2010



status of clearance for Brooks McCall document 6/14/2010



data release process/proposal 6/14/2010



Loop current text with document for clearance 6/15/2010



Meeting on clearance process 6/15/2010



Daily budget update at 8:20 am meeting 6/15/2010



press conference - SSC and Allen on hurricane

and oil / Ed Levine report back



6/16/2010



clearance process for all documents 6/16/2010



scientific briefing for jindal - Thursday 6/16/2010



vietnamese fisherman shrimping boat report

out / follow up - craft strategy - vietnamese

translators needed / understand rules and

penalties - put staff in the area (sea grant) -

work with coast guard and LA Fish and

Wildlife



6/16/2010



8:00 am safety update everyday 6/16/2010



status of fish and fisheries and what we are

doing to protect them



6/16/2010



testing for dispersants / seafood safety - next

week in seattle will do exposure studies for

dispersants - set up protocals and

methodologies.



6/16/2010



Adm Watson briefing on seafood safety 6/16/2010



murawski / gallagher - budget activity report -

comprehensive tracking list of funding

activities



6/16/2010
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Twin Air  to come off flying current mission

decision - to employ aircraft for other missions

(is it necessary to continue mission in the

Gulf?) / decision needed by 6/26/2010



6/16/2010



Report on air quality monitoring - send around

to dwh leadership.  Is currently being reviewed

by OSHA/interagency review



6/16/2010



Air Monitoring canisters on board NOAA

vessels - cleared with GC



6/16/2010
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LEAD Status Outcome



ALL On-going



NMFS

Completed



James



Dieveney Completed



Love Completed



NMFS



Completed questions from WH



NMFS through ICC

Completed



Moore



Lukens, Bavishi, Holst

Completed Submitted through JIC process, not a NOAA product



Moore Completed



Holst Completed



NWS

Completed briefing to take place on 5/18



ICC Completed http://www.charts.noaa.gov/ENCs/?M=D



Taggert



Completed



map is now created periodically



showing all NOAA assets in the region



Moore



Holst



Completed



map is now created periodically



showing all NOAA assets in the region



Taggart



Completed



map is now created periodically



showing all NOAA assets in the region



ORR Completed Have one-pager with info for use



Conner, Helton Completed one-pager developed and sent for clearance on 5/17



NWS Completed



Gray, Bagley

Completed being coordinated through Unified Command



Doremus



Winer

On-going External Affairs team in place to support



NMFS



Completed cleared and posted on-line



kennedy request 


Completed 


request to engage UNH through the



science summit proposal and engaging



academic scientists



Holst

Completed complete and posted on-line



Holst Completed



NMFS Completed



ORR On-going requested by GC
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Taggart

working on IPA



OMAO Completed BP not requesting



Conner Completed BP not requesting



ORR Seattle Completed 5/7 version completed and available for use internally



ORR

need follow-up what is NIST concern?



Broglie On-going



Nyr B 
On-going 


Birnea to travel 5/10 to review situation



and develop a plan



NMFS Completed



James, Plummer



Glackin Completed vendor AIRINC could also serve this role



Schiffer, GC Completed



PCO Completed info sent to John Rapp for use



ORR Seattle Completed completed, needs to be posted on-line



Holst Completed



Conner OBE



Klimavicz, Akamine



On-going 


Dr. L to call google colleagues to



follow up    



www.google.com/crisisresponse/oilspill  



NMFS, Rapp

On-going will be built into every days tps



Conner



Completed 


Experience tells me that the response



would go on for 45-60 more days, but



the oil will all be beached or dispersed



within about 30



NIST/Pedro Espina



Pedro to close loop with NOAA and DOI



Holst, ORR Completed Need to have final Q&A
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Madsen



Completed



On the guidance for volunteer issue,



Caren and I are working with BP's



volunteer coordination program



coordinators to establish a protocol for



providing information to BP about



organizations that have volunteer



resources and organizations in the Gulf



that are capable of



accepting volunteers.  Based on my



discussions, BP should be ready to



discuss these protocols by



Wednesday/Thursday, and we are



planning a call with BP's volunteer



coordinators and the external affairs



working group organized by CEQ.  In



addition, the Fish and Wildlife Service



and NOAA are working together to



take the various lists of entities offering



volunteers and organizations in the



Gulf seeking volunteers and create a



working document.  After we determine



the best way to interface with BP, we



will likely send the document to JIC



and get approval to share it with BP.



On-going 


there is a mechanism in place (LA Sea



Grant), for which funds if available



could always be added, other regional



Sea Grants following suit.  Sea Grant



should be included in the suite of



granting mechanisms engaged, but not



be sole route



Winer To follow-up with Michele Finn to identify SSC or other to brief



Winer



Completed



list sent to Justin on Sat.  No known



outcomes from Adm Allen phone call



NMFS



Conner 


Completed 


Determine that we could coordinate



Federal participation on SCAT (as of



5/10/10: 4 out of Houma; 5 out of



Mobile)



Conner



Completed



analysis shows this is from Mississippi



252; likely sourced from initial blast
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Kenney completed sent with notice of confirmation of AS Dr. Larry Robinson



OLA/NMFS



Completed Talking points cleared and delivered



ORR Analysis being done 5/10 by



LUMCON, should have information



today



Murawski 


Completed 


activities on-going to engage scientific



community across NOAA and external



partners



Bavishi

call taking place on 5/12 (EPA, NOAA, DOI)



Schiffer, GC



Kennedy/Glackin/ORR 


completed 


Gary Matlock - intra-agency; Murawski



- interagency; Sandifer - academic



liaison



NMFS

Completed/but continued engagement



needed NMFS has call today with State Directors



Comms with JIC On-going Disperants, Hurricanes, Seafood Safety, etc.



Murawski/Thompson



DWH, ORR 


Completed 


NMFS text has been provided



regarding fish closures and seafood



safety



Sarri to follow-up with OMB,

Klimavicz



contact made to DOC CFO to take



action to follow-up with OMB to make



a formal request of Randy Lyon,



Randolph_M._Lyon@omb.eop.gov,



and ask about a possible DOC



leadership role perhaps through multi-


agency coordination with SBA to



explore further what is required for



physical one-stop locations.



Gallagher/all staff



Completed guidance distributed on 5/12



conner



in progress



Charlie Henry is trying to push forward



with this using BP funding.  He



requested that Dave Kennedy support



the concept to BP while he is in



Louisiana.  We should also start to



support the idea in NRT calls and



discussions with EPA. 



NMFS 
draft developed 


Meeting with OMB, DOC, and FDA



Monday, 5/17
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NMFS



ORR/Gallagher



ORR/OAR/Gallagher



ORR/Gallagher



Gray, Bagley



Taggart



Completed FTEs in 5 regional states: 1400; within 20 miles of coastline: ~750



Murawksi as lead, Zdenka,others



Completed activities on-going



Oliver/Kenul



Kenney/Westerholm/Conner

Completed interview was canceled



All staff 


On-going 


Contact: Justin Kenney



(justin.kenney@noaa.gov), Scott



Smullen (Scott.smullen@noaa.gov) and



Jennifer Austin



All staff



On-going



Office of Communication and External



Affairs  (Andy Winer:



Andrew.winer@noaa.gov); Office of



Legislative and Intergovernmental 



Affairs (john.gray@noaa.gov)



All staff



On-going 


send to Andrew.winer@noaa.gov and



dwh.staff@noaa.gov



Yozell



On-going



meeting happening in region today:



rachel sweeney, pat williams to



participate on behalf of NMFS



NMFS



outstanding data received by NMFS on 5/17, in process



Murawski and team

(updated 5/14) WHOI scientists are



capable of deploying instruments on



one of the working ROVs.  We



discussed making multiple acoustic



measurements to assess the degree of



variability.  This looks to be doable
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McLean, Winer, Kennedy, Murawski

Regional meeting with all Sea Grant



Directors scheduled for Monday, 5/17



Beaverson

request for longer piece of video is still outstanding (5/17)



Kenul/westerholm



Completed 


Identify what other NOAA/academic



assets has that are comparable; o



Connect with Unified Area Command



to determine needs and how needs



could be met by other NOAA



/academic assets



Murawksi and team

Request from WH Principals meeting



on 5/14 - note that if more resources



are needed we should ensure we have



them



ORR/ICC

Report for daily situation report



NMFS

Request from WH Principals meeting



on 5/14; DoI requested to do same for



birds



NMFS/ORR Request from WH Principals meeting



on 5/14 - note that if more resources



are needed we should ensure we have



them



NMFS



Dieveney/Kennedy

On-going



Dieveney/Westerholm/Miller



On-going



NOAA contacts at NIC: Mark Miller



(mark.w.miller@noaa.gov); Ralph



Lopez (ralph.lopez@noaa.gov)



ORR-Seattle



Dieveney/Winer team



Sutter/Winer



Yozell Has polled team for technical expert



engagement (Miles Croom, Chris



Doley, others)



Westerholm/Henry

completed



NOS

On-going Contact made to NERR and ONMS on 5/14 for follow-up
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Kennedy/Westerholm



outstanding NOAA NIC contacts tracking this down today 5/14



McLean/Winer/Bamford/Gray



Miller with leadership



assessing additional full-time science staff



Kenney



Completed



Murawski/Dieveney/leadership

clearance Completed



Haddad



Completed



Gray



Spring/NMFS(Reisner)/NOS (Westerholm and Kennedy)



Tim Gallagher



Tim Gallagher



completed



NWS



completed will be given to team on 5/18



Kenney/McLean



Completed



LO Leadership 
Proposal from Mark Miller: Discharge



Rate technical team – potential



participants: Dr. Bill Lehr, OAR (Dr.



Ned Cokelet, PMEL); • Loop current



team – potential participants: Dr. Jerry



Galt, Dr. Rich Patchen (Environmental



Assessment Group has also taken this



issue on); • Subsea Dispersant



Characteristics – potential participants:



Dr. CJ Beegle-Krausen, Dr. Alan



Mearns



Murawski/Sandifer/Haddad, others

draft submitted 5/17



NMFS



Completed 


verified that the area in which the



Pelican was working is within the



closed area



HQ clearance

Completed JIC cleared (5/17) OMB/WH pending
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HQ clearance



outstanding



Murawski/McLean



Kenney



NMFS



NMFS



NMFS Closing larger area of fishery will be



announed 1300 today, in effect 1600



today



NMFS

Steve Wilson and Tim Hansen can serve this role



Sarri 



DWH Team with experts



completed press briefing on loop current conducted 5/18 at 1100.



ALL



On-going



DWH Team



DWH Team



Kenney

underway request out to Los to submit data every day



ALL



On-going



contact Patricia Buckley



(pbuckley@doc.gov) and Mark Doms



(mdoms@doc.gov) for questions and



cleared economic data



Conner/Kenney



review on-going 


determined product as is is not



appropriate for public dissemination,



conversations between D.Miller and



Helton underway



Oliver, Kennedy



Completed



Matlock, Murawski



DWH Team Completed sent with notes from call



All, also particular to NOAA HQ



on-going updated document outlining leadership response structure



Taggart
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Kenney



Turner/Reed with DWH Team



On-going



Gallagher



NWS and ORR



in progress



Comms/DWH staff team



On-going Tick-Tock of NOAA assets on the ground developed (5/23)



ICC RFI



NWS/ORR



ORR

completed Jerry Galt identified to serve this role



NWS/ORR



ICC



Kenney

Complete Have slide deck used for this press briefing



Gray/Kenney (Dreyfus)



(Rolfe at NIC/Westerholm)



Comments on plan postponed to noon 5/24



Kennedy



Klimavicz 



Completed



worked through this past weekend and



are continuing to install additional



hardware to allow this effort to become



a reality. We are limiting access to this



development/test portal to speed



development.  I thought we would be



able to allow access to a few users to



preview the site today, but given where



we are with development, we will try to



Comms/ NMFS



Document ID: 0.7.27.993.8







policy/NIC

completed comments submitted 5/25



Comms

completed



Science/Assets



ICC/DWH staff

completed



Data & Information



completed ERMA live as geoplatform.gov on June 14



Science



Inslee/Westerholm



DWH Staff



Science team



ORR



DWH Staff team



Steve Gallagher



Ed Levine



m.miller/dwh staff



lcdr lauer / ed levine



lois schiffer / andrew winer



c. moore ?



j. oliver



j. oliver



Steve Lehmann/dwh staff (john

rapp/matt thorburn)



  Nicole LeBoeuf
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Capt. Finn/Phil Kenuel/noaa

leadership



Science team/walker



Science team / walker / schiffer
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NOTES



Submitted through JIC process, not a NOAA product



http://www.charts.noaa.gov/ENCs/?M=D



one-pager developed and sent for clearance on 5/17



being coordinated through Unified Command



External Affairs team in place to support



Document ID: 0.7.27.993.8



http://www.charts.noaa.gov/ENCs/?M=D





5/7 version completed and available for use internally



vendor AIRINC could also serve this role



Pedro to close loop with NOAA and DOI
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To follow-up with Michele Finn to identify SSC or other to brief



Mussel Watch (John Christensen in



NCCOS) is sampling for chemicals in



shellfish along the coast to establish



new base lines before oil hits and will



be testing during and after spill hits



shorelines.  It is nation's longest



continual water quality/shellfish



monitoring program.
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sent with notice of confirmation of AS Dr. Larry Robinson



 NCCOS scientists (Rick Stumpf) on



what red tides/ algae they have IDed in



Gulf.



call taking place on 5/12 (EPA, NOAA, DOI)



no specific criteria they are using



NOAAs 3 day traj's like us



Dispersants (5/12)



Deepwater Integrated Services Team



led by Tracy Wareing, DHS, and



Daniel Werfel, OMB. Leon Cammen,



NOAA Sea Grant,
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FTEs in 5 regional states: 1400; within 20 miles of coastline: ~750



data received by NMFS on 5/17, in process



NIST: Flow Metrology Group and the



POC there is Pedro Espina



(pedro.espina@nist.gov, 301-975-


5444)
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request for longer piece of video is still outstanding (5/17)



USCG is using contract vessel. No



need for NOAA to reallocate the



Gunther (reported on 5/17)



Contact made to NERR and ONMS on 5/14 for follow-up
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NOAA NIC contacts tracking this down today 5/14



assessing additional full-time science staff



Spring/NMFS(Reisner)/NOS (Westerholm and Kennedy)
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Steve Wilson and Tim Hansen can serve this role



press briefing on loop current conducted 5/18 at 1100.



request out to Los to submit data every day



updated document outlining leadership response structure
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Tick-Tock of NOAA assets on the ground developed (5/23)



Have slide deck used for this press briefing



Comments on plan postponed to noon 5/24
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ERMA live as geoplatform.gov on June 14
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PRIORITY



RESPONSE OPERATIONS -

NIC/ICC/NRT



SCIENCE



LMR



NRDA



ASSETS AND PLATFORMS
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REGIONAL



LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T

AFFAIRS



COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS



EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT



DATA INFORMATION



IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS



LEGAL / GC



POLICY / BUDGET
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attached



no update provided



Fisheries Closure

    * There was no change to the closed area for June 20, 2010, The

closed area remains 80,806 sq mi (209,286 sq km) and covers about 33% of

the GOM EEZ.

Marine Mammal and Turtle Health and Stranding



• Increase of 8 turtle strandings (2 dead in AL, 1 live (discovered

during a MS Marine Patrol boarding of a skimmer trawl fishing for

shrimp) and 4 dead in MS, 1 dead in LA)

• Increase of 6 live oiled turtles captured by Louisiana Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries during offshore bird and turtle surveys.

• Increase of 2 dolphin strandings (1 live unoiled stranded animal from

LA transported to Audubon Aquarium for care, 1 dead from MS)

• The Sea Turtle Late-Term Nest Collection and Hatchling Release

Protocols for the Florida Panhandle and Alabama are in review with the

Unified Command, we expect final approval very soon.  The draft

protocols lay out the plan to collect all nests deposited in the

northern Gulf (AL through FL panhandle), transport to the east coast of

Florida, and release hatchlings into the Atlantic upon emergence.  The

USFWS is the lead for implementation of the plan.

• The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the

Texas/Louisiana border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All

stranded animals within this geographic range are being examined

following the oil spill response protocols.

• The complete health and stranding report, turtle stranding map,

dolphin stranding map, and large whale stranding map are attached.



attached



1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations of assets.

  2. OMAO Assets Excel Gantt Chart showing projects assigned to each asset.

  3. Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule Word document

     identifying impacts to NOAA projects should OMAO assets be tasked.

  4. DWH Ship Tasking Impacts.

  5. DWH Aircraft Tasking Impacts.
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Buck Sutter met with Randy Lyon this morning from 10 am - noon at the Southeast Regional Office, NMFS, in

St. Petersburg. They discussed a broad range of NOAA activities related to the DWH. Buck described how the

various NOAA components in the region and HQ are working closely together and that the cooperation within

NOAA was extraordinary with singular dedication to address the spill. He provided Mr Lyon with a brief

description of the NOAA Regional Collaboration effort and how that is being tapped by NOAA leadership to get

a regional perspective. Buck also gave him an overview of our partnership with the states, other federal agencies,

and  universities (particularly NGI) through the Gulf  of Mexico Alliance (I provided a copy of the 2009-2014

Governor's workplan). Mr. Lyon asked how these partnerships have been utilized during the  DWH event and I

told him that over the past 3+ years the cooperative relationships we've established both within NOAA and in

GOMA have reduced duplication and built trust and communication pathways enabling us to be nimble in

reaction to needs. Buck gave him the example of the public forums with Sea Grant as an example he also shared

the science summit document Steve M sent to review the myriad areas of NOAA science. Mr. Lyon also asked

about the impact of the spill on the hypoxic zone in the western Gulf, and Buck provided him a copy of the two-
pager on that topic.

Buck and Mr. Lyon then met with Heather Blough and Kim Amendola to review the daily fish closure protocols. 

Heather explained how we have opened some areas that were projected to have oil, but subsequently remained

oil-free. Randy then asked several good questions about opening protocols, particularly in terms of the areas

west of the Mississippi River and in the offshore area off Florida which has been oil-free (based on projections)

for the past few days. We explained our coordination with the science center and seafood safety protocols. He

said that if could be of any assistance regarding funding for the reopening effort to please let him know...he

indicated that he knew we would be under close scrutiny to reopen, particularly one the well is capped.

Overall, the visit was very cordial and friendly. He left with a better appreciation of the challenges faced relative

to seafood safety and the scope of area involved, as well as the level of coordination and collaboration  among the

various components of NOAA and our federal, state, and university partners.



no update provided



no update provided



no update provided



no update provided



no update provided



no update provided



no update provided
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LEAD OUTCOME TASKERS NOTES



Bill Conner



Steve Murawski



john oliver



Tony Penn



Phil Kenul
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Buck Sutter



John Gray



Justin Kenney



Andy Winer



Joe Klimavicz



Jim Turner



 Lois Schiffer



Sally Yozell



Document ID: 0.7.27.993.8







Received(Date): Thu, 08 Jul 2010 17:09:49 -0400

From: Grace Wahlbrink <Grace.Wahlbrink@noaa.gov>

Subject: Daily ACTIONS and UPDATES 7.8.2010

To: DWH leadership <DWH.Leadership@noaa.gov>

MMST_Health_and_Stranding_Update_for 7 July (for activities 6 July)FINAL3.doc

OMAO DWH Aircraft Tasking - Program Impacts 062810.docx

OMAO DWH Ship Tasking - Program Impacts 070610.doc

OMAO_Assets_Gantt_Chart_070810.xlsx

Proposed_OMAO_Asset_DWH_Response_Schedule_070810.doc



      PRIORITY

ISSUES

RESPONSE OPERATIONS - NIC/ICC/NRT No Update

SCIENCE Please find the NOAA science briefing for July 9th as well and

the OMAO asset reports



* Preliminary testing DWH oil on Larval fish

* Loop Current Dynamics

* Protected Species Status

* Seafood Safety Sampling

* Seafood Analysis of PAHs

* NOAA Assets

o Planes, Vessels and Charters

LMR Fisheries Closures

* There was no change to the closed area for July 08, 2010. The closed

area remains 81,181 sq mi (210,259 sq km) and covers about 34% of the

GOM EEZ.

* Working on a proposal for next week to re-open southeastern closed area.



Seafood Safety

* Pascagoula media event on seafood safety turned out to be a series of

multiple events and interviews. John Stein was interviewed by Dr. Gupta

and will be on CNN this evening at 9pm.

* Admiral Allen lunch afforded John Stein the opportunity to brief Tim

Galloway, Public Health Service on the NOAA seafood safety program.

* Meeting Friday afternoon Fisheries and DWH Leadership to discuss

overall seafood safety program.



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding

* 606 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill

area” (increase of 2 from July 7 report)

o 499 stranded (increase of 2 from July 7 report)

+ 445 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 2 from July 7 report)

* 58 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill

area” (no change from July 7 report)

o On-water direct turtle capture operations under Unified Command’s

Wildlife Branch were not able to leave port on July 7 due to weather, as

determined by BP. Aerial operations were conducted and several

convergence lines were sighted and will be targeted on July 8.

o Nest translocations will resume this week in the northern Gulf, number

of nests translocated and number of hatchlings released by day have been

added to the daily excel spreadsheet on the Summary Total tab. USFWS is

working with the JIC to organize a press event for Friday June 9.

LMR (2) o We have identified significant issues with the Vessels of

Opportunity program, specifically out of the Mobile command post.

Problems with the availability of VOO vessels to assist with wildlife
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(especially sea turtle) recovery continue, despite the designation of

boats specifically for the use of the wildlife branch. Additionally,

there have been continuing challenges with distribution of the

rescue/recovery protocol for VOO operators. We will continue to work on

these issues by investigating the status of designated VOOs and

distribution of the protocols, but are encountering a continuously

changing baseline from the Unified Command. These issues are

complicating and interfering with our efforts to ensure we are able to

respond in an effective manner to reports of sea turtles.

o Update on the Observer Program: The $7.5M contract for the Gulf-wide

observer program (maximum of 60 observers) is under review at Area

Command (New Orleans) and has not yet been signed. There is an approved

contract (maximum of 20 observers) that we are currently staffing the

program through; the observer program will have 6 observers trained and

equipped by Saturday. This will allow us to have 2 observers for each of

the 3 in situ burn teams. Additional equipment is needed for the

additional observers (up to 14) under the existing contract and a

requisition has been submitted. This requisition is pending, and the

approval is critical to ensure that the observers coming on board after

Saturday will have sufficient equipment to operate. The Marine

Mammal/Sea Turtle Group in Houma will continue to work with their

Wildlife Branch Director to get this request processed.

NRDA See Attached Quad PDF "7.8.2010_Combined Quad.pdf"

ASSETS AND PLATFORMS The following digital files are attached.

Information is current as of Date Time Group in subject line.



1. NOAA Platform Powerpoint showing current mapped locations of assets.

2. OMAO Assets Excel Gantt Chart showing projects assigned to each asset.

3. Proposed OMAO Asset DWH Response Schedule Word document

identifying impacts to NOAA projects should OMAO assets be tasked

4. DWH Ship Tasking Impacts.

5. DWH Aircraft Tasking Impacts.

OPERATIONAL

REGIONAL No Update

LEGISLATIVE / INTERGOV'T AFFAIRS No Update

COMMS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS Comms Bullets

-Handled AP interview about long term implications of less fishing

effort and health of fish stocks.

-Held seafood inspection media day at the Pascagoula Lab. CNN AC360

(Sanjay Gupta), MSNBC.com, Washington Post, L.A. Times, Times-Picayune,

WLOX-TV Biloxi, Associated Press TV, NY Times photographer, and the

local newspaper Mississippi Press.

-Finalizing answers to NY Times questions on fisheries enforcement

trends and turtle excluder devices.

-Handled St. Pete Times interview about loop current.

-Formulating answers to NY Times questions on seafood inspection stats.

-Arranging to escort NBC Nightly News (Kerry Sanders) on trip that

shadows NRDA team in Louisiana July 15th.

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT See Attached "winmail.dat"

DATA INFORMATION See Attached Quad PDF "7.8.2010_Combined Quad.pdf"

IA/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS See Attached Quad PDF "7.8.2010_Combined

Quad.pdf"

LEGAL / GC No Update

POLICY / BUDGET No Update
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Daily Actions
 and Updates



7.8.2010



Includes
 Quad Slides
 for Data &



Information,
NRDA,
 and International




Affairs
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NOAA Science



Situational Awareness Briefing



Deepwater Horizon MC252



July 9, 2010



** For Internal Use ONLY **
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 8 JUL 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike No Flights Scheduled; Chanhassen, MN



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N68 King Air Maintenance, San Antonio, TX



N42



N43



N44



N47



N49



N52



N68



N56



N45



N48



N51



N46



N57
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Daily Actions and Updates



7.8.2010



Includes Quad Slides for Data &



Information, NRDA, and International



Affairs
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NOAA Data and Information Management Activities Report

July 8, 2010



Information as of July 8, 2010



Yesterday’s Activities Recap Upcoming Activities



Key Results
Critical Issues for Discussion/Action 


.
. 


Ongoing Activities



Working to develop records management guidance for DWH website content



Coordinating with DOJ to develop a litigation hold data call internal to NOAA



Internal coordination with ORR for geoplatform and ERMA displays/presentations for ESRI



Conference in July



Developing PRFA Scope of Work for ERMA enhancements per USCG enhancement



requirements. This will go directly toward reimbursable funding for the response.



Working on Geoplatform.gov enhancements:



· Determining the best depiction of historic fish data points



· Highlighting new data layers



· Expanded list of ships



· Flight spot observations of oiling, as appropriate



None



Reviewed USDA geospatial data sources per DHS and OSTP request. The majority of



the data is captured on the responder ERMA and/or the public facing



geoplatform.gov/gulf response



Data.gov/restorethegulf is live (http://www.data.gov/restorethegulf)
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NOAA NRDA Activities Report

7/8/2010



Information as of 7/7/10



Activities Recap 


Upcoming Activities



Key Results



.
. 


Technical



Working



Groups



Teams or



Ships



Deployed



Location Data collected



Shoreline 4 teams West of Bay Sambois,



East of Ft. Morgan,



Galveston Bay



Data sheets, waypoint



tracklogs, and photos.



Human Use 


Sample



Intake



4 teams Bay St. Louis,



Mississippi Beach



Data sheets, COCs,



samples for shipment



Water



Column



Delaware



II



West Coast FL longline fishing for



tissue samples and



water sampling.



Brooks



McCall



Near source Deep water sampling;



rotating with Ocean



Veritas



Nancy



Foster



FL west coast Water sampling



Jack Fitz Underway from Port



Forchuon



Will conduct water



sampling as part of



“Entrix Armada”



SAV 1 team Florida keys and



Tortugas



Sediment, water and



plant tissue samples



· Technical working groups developing work plans and



identifying opportunities for restoration .



· 4 th analytical lab (columbia analytical) coming online on



7/8.  Will increase sample intake and processing capacity.



Other labs are currently overwhelmed.



Approximately 10,000 total samples collected



as of 7/6



(~ 64% water, 23% sediment, and less than 5%



tissue, oil and other matrices)



B5
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NOAA International Activities Report



July 8, 2010



Today’s Activities Recap



1. After coordination with State, acknowledged receipt



of offer of equipment from a private French source



to assist clean‐up and directed to appropriate web



site for further steps.



2. Responded with comments to NIC on the



international section of the latest Implementation



Plan



3. Offered to Sally Yozell to support her briefing to CEQ



next week on international aspects of the Sec.



Mabus restoration and recovery effort



Upcoming Activities



1. Date for meeting with Mexico is now contemplated for the



end of July; previous tentative date was July 19 th.



2. Coordinating with State Department about the utility of



including an international law session in the September



event at Tulane Law School to be arranged by Andy Winer



Key Results



1. The State Department relayed new information from the



U.S. Embassy in Mexico regarding what they  are seeking



in their visit to Washington to discuss DWH.  They want



expert‐to‐expert  interactions, primarily on fish.  Awaiting



written details.



2. Providing Cuba Desk, as requested, with partial package of



cleared responses to most recent questions ; remaining



responses will be sent as they are cleared.



Critical Issues for Discussion/Action



1.  The revised NANCY FOSTER cruise track does not



involve reentry  into the Cuban EEZ.



.
. 
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Update through July 6, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 Increase of three turtle strandings (2 dead in MS, 1 dead in AL – late report from 7/5).



 No dolphin strandings were confirmed today.



 A dolphin was reported (July 5) but unconfirmed as being trapped behind boom in a



receding tide in Weeks Bay (off of Mobile Bay). The public opened the boom and left it



open for the dolphin to escape.  This report is not included in the tallies on either the



excel sheet or the word document.



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols. 



Discussions continue on expansion to the west into Texas.



Sea Turtles



Total Turtle Numbers (includes various corrections/edits from prior dates as data go through



QA/QC; these corrections are not reflected in increase-decrease statements, those statements



refer only to yesterday’s stranding/capture events)



604 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 3 from July 6



report)



 497 stranded* (increase of 3 from July 6 report)



o 443 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 3 from July 6 report)



o 54 of the stranded were found alive (no change from July 6 report)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from July 6 report)



 4 turtles released alive (no change from July 6 report)



 46 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from July 6 report)



 107 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (no change from July 6



report)



o 100 live turtles in rehabilitation (no change from July 6 report)



o 4 turtles collected dead (no change from July 6 report)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from July 6 report)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 443 dead stranded, 4 dead directed capture, and 7 that died



in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from July 6 report)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from July 6 report)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from July 6 report)
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Deepwater Horizon MC252



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from July 6 report)



 325 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 3 from July



6 report)



 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis. Further results are pending.



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 9 dead stranded sea



turtle and 10 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 94 live sea turtles and



3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1- July 6 is 237. 



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically



stranding in the month of June (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

58 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area”



 53 were dead stranded* dolphins (increase of 1 from July 6 report)



 5 were live stranded dolphins (no change from July 6 report)



o 2 died shortly after stranding (no change from July 6 report)



o 1 euthanized upon stranding (no change from July 6 report)



o 1 stranded live and freed immediately (no change from July 6 report)



o 1 live and in care (no change from July 6 report)



1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no



change from July 6 report)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR
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 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 53 dead stranded and 3 live stranded dolphins that died or



were euthanized):



 27 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from July 6 report)



 11 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from



July 6 report)



 11 full necropsies performed (no change from July 6 report; previous number was an



error and this is the correct total)



 6 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from July 6 report)



 1 carcass to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (decrease of 1from July 6



report)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from July 6 report)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from July



6 report)



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from July 6 report)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from July 6 report)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from July 6



report)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Five of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the three dead stranded animals were externally oiled pre- or post-


mortem.   All other necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from July 1 - July 6 is 2



 The total number of strandings during this event is higher than the number of marine



mammal strandings that have been documented in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi,



Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this approximate time frame.  In part, this



may be a reflection of increased detection and reporting and the lingering effects of an



earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter of 2010.
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 The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in  June (2003-


2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from July 1 - July 6 is 0.



 There are no records of stranded whales in the Gulf of Mexico for June (2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 On-water direct turtle capture operations under Unified Command’s Wildlife Branch



were not able to leave port today due to weather, as determined by BP.  Aerial operations



were grounded by weather as well.



 Nest translocations will resume this week in the northern Gulf, number of nests



translocated and number of hatchlings released by day have been added to the daily excel



spreadsheet on the Summary Total tab.  USFWS is working with the JIC to organize 



remote and in-person press events for Friday 7/9 and Monday 7/12, respectively.



 Necropsies of turtles resumed this week, summary totals will be updated at the end of



each week.  Formal reporting of necropsy results will be completed once necropsies from



each state have been completed, for all carcasses currently in Gainesville.  Public Affairs



has arranged for a New York Times interview on site with Dr. Brian Stacy in Gainesville



today.



 Observer training continues as new observers become available. The first two trained



observers remain on station, so they can accompany the In-Situ Burn Unit as soon as they



are deployed.



 The SER Stranding Coordinator will be arriving in Houma ICC today and will work with



the incident pathologist to review all marine mammal intake records and necropsy results. 
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Topic Areas



• Preliminary testing DWH oil on Larval fish



• Loop Current Dynamics



• Protected Species Status



• Seafood Safety Sampling



• Seafood Analysis of PAHs



• NOAA Assets



•Planes, Vessels and Charters
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• In preliminary studies both the inherent



(cardiovascular) and photoinduced toxicity of MC252



crude oil were directly compared to Alaska North Slope



crude oil (ANSCO).



• The MC252 crude oil obtained from surface slicks was



slightly weathered compared to oil collected from the



riser, and had toxicity that was similar to ANSCO both



qualitatively and quantitatively, based on the amounts



of constituent PACs.



These preliminary findings indicate:



•
 MC252 crude oil produces expected toxicity in fish



embryos based on published literature, with little



unanticipated toxicity based on comparison to other



crude oils.



• the existing large literature on the toxicity of crude oil



to fish early life history stages can be used to inform



injury assessments for MC252 oil and vulnerable,



surface-spawning finfish species in the Gulf of Mexico,



such as tuna, billfish, snapper, and mackerel. 
3



Intracranial hemorrhage following crude oil exposure.



Midbrain/hindbrain regions are shown with anterior to



left. (a) Control embryo, arrowheads indicate the



margins of the midbrain ventricle, which is filled with



clear cerebrospinal fluid. (b) Embryo exposed to



ANSCO high dose with cellular material within midbrain



ventricle and red tinge from erythrocytes (white arrow).



(c) Embryo exposed to MC252 high dose with cellular



material within midbrain ventricle and red tinge from



erythrocytes (white arrow).



Preliminary testing of MC252 crude oil for



fish early life history stage



toxicity using zebrafish embryos
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Loop Current Discussion



for July 8, 2010



4



• Eddy Franklin (EF) appears to be almost



completely detached from the Loop Current (LC).



•The small anticyclonic feature (84.5W,24.5N) is



still part of the Loop Current, but it appears that it



may soon be shed as a small ring



•The cyclonic eddy (CE) to the NE of EF, has



moved to the south and is less intense.



• AOML’s Nancy Foster cruise continues to 



assess the connectivity between EF and the LC.



• There is a weak anticyclonic feature forming at 



27.5N 84.5W that may modify the already



complex dynamics in the eastern part of the Gulf
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5

15 day surface drifter trajectories (starting points indicated by squares) 
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Turtles



Turtle Status Total = 604



Verified Animals
 Stranded Captured



Total animals collected
 499
 107



Total dead animals
 445
 4 


Total live animals
 54 103



Total live animals stranded that died in care
 4
 3



Total live released animals
 4
 0



Total live animals currently in rehabilitation 46 100



Oiling Status



Total dead oiled animals
 9
 3



Total live oiled animals
 10
 94



Animal Necropsy Status



Number collected and unable to perform



necropsies (e.g., advanced decomposition)
 7



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis)
 17



Number of full necropsies performed
 59



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of  decomposition or unable to recover
 46 


Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition



stage warrants
 327



Flyovers delayed due to bad weather



and altitude restrictions. Rescheduled



to begin July 8.
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Dolphins



Dolphin Status



Verified Animals



Total animals collected
 58



Total dead animals
 53



Total live animals
 5 


Total live animals stranded that died in care
 2



Total live released animals
 2



Total live animals currently in rehabilitation
 1



Oiling Status



Total dead oiled animals
 3



Total live oiled animals
 2



Animal Necropsy Status



Number collected and unable to perform



necropsies (e.g., advanced decomposition)
 27



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis)
 9



Number of full necropsies performed 13



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of  decomposition or unable to recover



5



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition



stage warrants
 1



Flyovers delayed due to bad weather



and altitude restrictions. Rescheduled



to begin July 8.
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Whales 
Whale Status



Total Verified Whales 1



Total dead stranded whales 1



Total live whales currently in rehabilitation 0



Total live whales stranded that died in care 0



Total live released whales 0



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of dead animals)



Number assessed and unable to perform necropsies



(e.g., advanced decomposition) 0



Number of partial necropsies performed



(e.g., due to scavenging or autolysis) 0



Number of full necropsies performed 0



Verified strandings but animals not collected due to



stage of decomposition or unable to recover 1



Carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage



warrants 0



• The NOAA Ship Pisces reported a dead 25 ft sperm



whale located 150 miles due south of Pascagoula,



MS on June 15, 2010. 



•
The whale was decomposed and heavily



scavenged by sharks. 



•
There was no oil in the vicinity.



• The whale was photodocumented, sampled



(skin/blubber, external swab), and marked with blue



paint to reduce resighting/resampling.



•
NOAA and the Unified Command Wildlife Branch



have had numerous reports of sperm whales



sighted swimming in the oil, but this is the first



confirmed report of a dead whale since the



Deepwater Horizon oil spill began.



•
Sperm whales are the only endangered resident



cetacean in the upper Gulf of Mexico.  Their prime



habitat and feeding area are in the upper Gulf



offshore area, they feed and live at depth in areas



where undersea and aerial dispersants and oil have



been present for many weeks, and they feed on



deepwater squid which may also be impacted by



the oil and dispersants. 



• The NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter is currently on a



multi-week cruise to do photo-identification,



assessments, and biopsy of sperm whales, Bryde’s



whales, and other offshore cetaceans as well as to



tag sperm whales and Bryde’s whales and to



conduct prey density studies. 
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Seafood Safety Sampling

July 8, 2010



• Chemical results of 20 fish (next slide), including 18 collected from a closed area off Florida coast passed

QA/QC were posted on the NWFSC website--concentrations were well below the response level.



• Additional fish and shellfish samples continue to be processed for chemical analysis.



Seafood samples: Status



"Received" bar represents all field samples sent to NWFSC



from NSIL. Red are samples for which we have chemical



results, and yellow are samples scheduled for analysis.



Samples are prioritized for analysis based on species,



location and status. Closed area samples receive highest



priority and are all analyzed.
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Concentrations (ng/g, wet weight) of selected polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons measured in edible tissues of fish collected in the Gulf of

Mexico region as part of the Deepwater Horizon MC Canyon 252- Seafood Safety Response 2010



NPH = naphthalene, FLU = Fluorene, ANT/PHN = anthracene/phenanthrene, FLA = fluoranthene, CHR = chrysene, BAP = benzo[a]pyrene,

BAA = benz[a]anthracene, PYR = pyrene



Lower molecular weight AHs (LMWAHs) ≤ 3 benzene rings; Higher molecular weight AHs (HMWAHs) > 3 benzene rings



Species Site 
Collection



Date



Closure Area



Status 
NPH FLU ANT/PHN FLA PYR BAA CHR BAP • LMWAHs • HMWAHs



Red Grouper 78.1003.048 21-Jun-10 Baseline 0.84 <0.22 0.33 <0.13 <0.13 <0.19 <0.22 <0.20 2 < LOQ



Red Grouper 78.1003.051 21-Jun-10 Baseline 0.6 <0.23 0.26 <0.13 <0.13 <0.19 <0.22 <0.19 1.6 < LOQ



Gray Tilefish 78.1003.056 23-Jun-10 Closed 0.63 <0.24 0.28 <0.15 <0.15 <0.21 <0.24 <0.22 1.4 < LOQ



Yellowedge



Grouper 78.1003.056 23-Jun-10 Closed 0.53 <0.20 0.24 <0.13 <0.12 <0.18 <0.21 <0.18 1.2 < LOQ



Yellowedge



Grouper 78.1003.056 23-Jun-10 Closed 0.49 <0.23 <0.23 <0.15 <0.14 <0.21 <0.24 <0.21 0.85 < LOQ



Yellowedge



Grouper 78.1003.056 23-Jun-10 Closed 0.56 <0.23 0.24 <0.12 <0.12 <0.17 <0.20 <0.18 1.2 < LOQ



Amberjack 78.1003.61 24-Jun-10 Closed 0.91 <0.23 0.33 <0.14 <0.13 <0.19 <0.22 <0.20 2.8 < LOQ



Red Porgy 78.1003.66 25-Jun-10 Closed 0.64 <0.22 0.28 <0.13 <0.13 <0.19 <0.22 <0.19 1.6 < LOQ



Red Porgy 78.1003.68 25-Jun-10 Closed 1.1 <0.20 0.39 <0.12 <0.12 <0.18 <0.20 <0.18 3.2 < LOQ



Red Grouper 78.1003.71 27-Jun-10 Closed 0.66 <0.25 0.27 <0.16 <0.16 <0.22 <0.26 <0.23 1.4 < LOQ



Snowy Grouper 78.1003.056 23-Jun-10 Closed 0.66 <0.26 0.33 <0.15 <0.15 <0.22 <0.25 <0.22 1.9 < LOQ



Yellowedge



Grouper 78.1003.059 24-Jun-10 Closed 0.82 <0.20 0.34 <0.11 <0.11 <0.15 <0.18 <0.16 2.2 < LOQ



Snowy Grouper 78.1003.61 24-Jun-10 Closed 0.78 <0.23 0.34 <0.14 <0.14 <0.20 <0.23 <0.20 2.2 < LOQ



Yellowmouth



Grouper 78.1003.61 24-Jun-10 Closed 0.95 <0.21 0.39 <0.12 <0.12 <0.17 <0.20 <0.17 3 < LOQ



Snowy Grouper 78.1003.63 24-Jun-10 Closed 0.51 <0.21 0.24 <0.10 <0.10 <0.15 <0.17 <0.15 1.2 0.4



Yellowedge



Grouper 78.1003.63 24-Jun-10 Closed 0.96 <0.25 0.36 <0.14 <0.14 <0.21 <0.24 <0.21 3 < LOQ



Yellowedge



Grouper 78.1003.65 25-Jun-10 Closed 0.76 <0.21 0.32 <0.13 <0.12 <0.18 <0.21 <0.18 2 < LOQ



Yellowmouth



Grouper 78.1003.65 25-Jun-10 Closed 0.64 <0.24 0.26 <0.15 <0.14 <0.21 <0.24 <0.21 1.7 < LOQ



Yellowedge



Grouper 78.1003.67 25-Jun-10 Closed 0.59 <0.20 0.25 <0.13 <0.13 <0.19 <0.22 <0.19 1.5 < LOQ



Yellowedge



Grouper 78.1003.69 25-Jun-10 Closed 0.66 <0.22 0.27 <0.14 <0.14 <0.19 <0.22 <0.20 1.8 < LOQ



Seafood Analysis of PAHs
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 8 JUL 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike No Flights Scheduled; Chanhassen, MN



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N68 King Air Maintenance, San Antonio, TX



N42



N43



N44



N47



N49



N52



N68



N56



N45



N48



N51



N46



N57
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 08 JUL 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF 


PC



DE



RB



TJ



GU



R2 


ID
Status Today



DE
Alongside Pascagoula, MS



TJ
 Underway for hydrographic survey of approaches to Key West (project



continues until return to homeport of Norfolk, VA on 8/31)



HB
Alongside Newport, RI. Departure 7/7 for sea trials. Making preparations



for DWH response



NF
Underway on DWH Loop Current characterization. Diplomatic clnc rcvd



from Cuba/in process for Mexico. Arrival 7/12 Tampa Bay, FL



RB
Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
Underway for DWH Marine Mammal Assessment Leg 2.



ETA Pascagoula, MS 7/16



PC Underway for Reef Fish survey Leg 2. ETA Pascagoula 7/13



R2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/17 Pascagoula, MS



IDS Status Today



FA
Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/23 Nome, AK



SH
Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/9 Eureka, CA



MF
Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/9 Eureka, CA



DY Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA
Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/21 for scheduled project



M2 Alongside San Francisco, CA. Departure 7/12 for scheduled project



SE
Underway on  scheduled project. Arrival 7/15 Pearl Harbor, HI



KA Departure today, 7/8 for scheduled project. Arrival 8/10 Manzanillo, MX



RA
Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Bitung, Indonesia



HA



RA



KA



DJ



MF 


M2 


SE 
Hawaii 


FA 


EX

Indonesia



SH 
DY



Bering Sea
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Chartered Ship Positions



As of 8 JUL 2010



ID
 Type Status Today



BM
 M/V Brooks McCall
 In Port Fourchon, LA



EN
 R/V Endeavor
 In port St. Petersburg, FL



FE
 R/V Ferrel
 In port Leighville, LA



GY R/V Gandy
 Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



CA
 R/V Caretta
 DHW began 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



HB
 R/V Harold B
 Alongside in Port Fourchon for yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City. 



OV M/V Ocean Veritas
 Conducting water sampling operations



JF OSV Jack Fitz
 Underway in PM



RB
 OSV Rachel Bordelon
 Underway in PM



RT
 M/V Ridley Thomas
 Underway in PM



RC
 OSV Ryan Chouest
 Conducting water sampling operations



WB M/V Wes Bordelon
 Underway in PM



BB OSV Bunny Bordelon
 Underway in PM



MS
 M/V Meg Skansi
 Underway in PM



HB  RB  FE BM BB



JF MS RT WB



CA



OV



EN
GY



RC
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Monitoring+Ship+Locations
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Subsurface+Coverage+Zones
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https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/confluence/display/OOP/Daily+Vessel+Call+Notes
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NOAA Aircraft Positions



As of 8 JUL 2010



ID Type Status Today



N42 P-3 No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N43 P-3 No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N44 P-3 Maintenance, MacDill AFB



N45 Turbo Cmdr GRAV-D, Anchorage, AK



N46 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N47 Shrike No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N48 Twin Otter CALNEX, Ontario, CA



N49 G-IV No flights scheduled, MacDill AFB



N51 Shrike No Flights Scheduled; Chanhassen, MN



N52 Citation In disposal process, MacDill AFB



N56 Twin Otter Marine mammal survey,  Dutch Harbor, AK



N57 Twin Otter Deepwater Horizon, Mobile, AL



N68 King Air Maintenance, San Antonio, TX



N42



N43



N44



N47



N49



N52



N68



N56



N45



N48



N51



N46



N57
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NOAA Ship Positions



As of 08 JUL 2010



= underway



= alongside



HB



NF 


PC



DE



RB



TJ



GU



R2 


ID
 Status Today



DE
 Alongside Pascagoula, MS



TJ
 Underway for hydrographic survey of approaches to Key West (project



continues until return to homeport of Norfolk, VA on 8/31)



HB
 Alongside Newport, RI. Departure 7/7 for sea trials. Making preparations



for DWH response



NF
 Underway on DWH Loop Current characterization. Diplomatic clnc rcvd



from Cuba/in process for Mexico. Arrival 7/12 Tampa Bay, FL



RB
 Alongside Norfolk, VA. Shipyard repair contract ends 8/13



GU
 Underway for DWH Marine Mammal Assessment Leg 2.



ETA Pascagoula, MS 7/16



PC Underway for Reef Fish survey Leg 2. ETA Pascagoula 7/13



R2 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/17 Pascagoula, MS



IDS Status Today



FA
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/23 Nome, AK



SH
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/9 Eureka, CA



MF
 Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/9 Eureka, CA



DY Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Dutch Harbor, AK



HA
 Alongside Pearl Harbor, HI. Departure 7/21 for scheduled project



M2 Alongside San Francisco, CA. Departure 7/12 for scheduled project



SE
 Underway on  scheduled project. Arrival 7/15 Pearl Harbor, HI



KA Departure today, 7/8 for scheduled project. Arrival 8/10 Manzanillo, MX



RA
 Alongside Cascade Shipyard, Portland, OR for major repair period



DJ
 Alongside Seattle, WA. Decommissioning on week of 8/2



EX Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/14 Bitung, Indonesia



HA



RA



KA



DJ



MF 


M2 


SE

Hawaii 


FA 


EX

Indonesia



SH 
DY



Bering Sea
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Chartered Ship Positions



As of 8 JUL 2010



ID Type Status Today



BM M/V Brooks McCall In Port Fourchon, LA



EN R/V Endeavor In port St. Petersburg, FL



FE R/V Ferrel In port Leighville, LA



GY R/V Gandy Reef fish surveys out of Panama City, FL.



CA R/V Caretta DHW began 21 June.  No end date for DWH response identified.



HB R/V Harold B Alongside in Port Fourchon for yard period.  Will be working out of Panama City. 



OV M/V Ocean Veritas Conducting water sampling operations



JF OSV Jack Fitz Underway in PM



RB OSV Rachel Bordelon Underway in PM



RT M/V Ridley Thomas Underway in PM



RC OSV Ryan Chouest Conducting water sampling operations



WB M/V Wes Bordelon Underway in PM



BB OSV Bunny Bordelon Underway in PM



MS M/V Meg Skansi Underway in PM



HB  RB  FE BM BB



JF MS RT WB



CA



OV



EN
GY



RC
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N42RF



WP-3D Orion



Hurricane Season 6/6-9/30 N/A N/A N/A OMAO: Gulf Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would



delay Gulf Loop Current flights by several



days



N43RF



WP-3D Orion



CALNEX 4/23-6/30 7-11 June DWH tasking in GOM complete



Phase



Maintenance



7/1-7/31



Hurricane Season 8/1-9/30 N/A N/A N/A



N46RF



Twin Otter



Fuel Tank Install 6/15-6/30



COMIDA 7/1-9/30 Chukchi Sea,



Alaska



No, survey period is



defined by the



timing of the open



water season



No Yes, charter



options will be much



more expensive.



ONLY platform flying aerial surveys



offshore over the Chukchi Sea Planning



Area, and the /ONLY/ data that can be



used to estimate marine mammal



density/abundance and provide baseline



data for NMFS, MMS and other regulatory



agencies.



OMAO: Extending Multi Spectral Oil



Analysis flights beyond June 15 will



impact Alaska Marine Mammal surveys.



Additionally, engine overhaul date will be



accelerated due to increased utilization



and installation of extended range fuel



tank will be delayed.



N48RF



Twin Otter



CALNEX 5/4-7/20
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/31



Leatherback



Turtles



9/10-10/2



N56RF



Twin Otter



Steller Sea Lion 6/4-7/14 Alaska, SE to 


western



Aleutians



No. Biological



constraints require



7 June-14 July



survey window.



Yes No.  Charter pilots not



available with



specialized experience



required to safely



perform survey in the



western Aleutians.



NMFS currently consulting on the effects



of the $2 billion Alaskan groundfish



fisheries on the recovery of the western



SSL stock.  Lack of stock assessment data



could result in fishery restrictions which



would be at least controversial, and at



worst, the subject of litigation.



Harbor Seals 7/25-8/25



BWASP 9/1-9/30 Alaska, 


Beaufort Sea 


No Yes, another Twin Otter



charter company exists



in Alaska that has



conducted marine



mammal aerial surveys,



but there is no contract



vehicle



in place and they will be



considerably more



expensive.



Losing one year of data in this continuum



would interrupt collection of data that has



been used to investigate spatiotemporal



changes in the bowhead whale migration



over three decades.  This is a particularly



critical period in the Alaskan Arctic marine



ecosystem due to unknown but probable



impacts related to climate change.



N57RF



Twin Otter



NERW 10/1-6/30 OMAO:  DWH Marine Mammal flights



tasking resumed June 7.  Anticipated



schedule is approximately 5 flights every



14 days.



Cetacean



Abundance



7/1-8/31 GA/SC border



to eastern Nova



Scotia including



Georges Bank



No delay option



acceptable– the



survey is temporally



sensitive



Yes Yes. However



procurement limitations



prevent us from



chartering a twin otter



This is the busy season for right whales--



every survey we do up here reduces the



risk of right whale ship strike. We have



committed to MMS that we were going to



OMAO: Charter waiver granted by RADM



Bailey to NEFSC on 6/25 to charter Twin



Otter Aircraft for this survey.
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



and the Gulf of



Maine (33 
o

N –



45

o 


N Lat;



081

o

W – 058



o

W



Long)



aircraft in time for the



survey.



do this survey this summer, and without



the twin otter aerial component, there is



no utility in conducting a small scale ship



based survey. We have committed to



providing a coastwide turtle survey this



summer (Congress and the fishing industry



will be highly critical of NMFS if we don't



do the survey).  Without this survey, the



last survey will be so old that we won't be



able to set a potential biological removal



(PBR) for most Atlantic marine mammal



species. If the Loop Current brings the oil



up the East Coast, it will be critical to have



conducted this survey in advance of the



oil.



BOWFEST 9/1-10/20 Barrow, Alaska No,  No No alternate aircraft are



known that can



incorporate the



large triple-camera



mount system.



If no aerial surveys can be conducted in



2010, a



critical piece of a complex study program



will be lost.



N68RF



King Air



Coastal Mapping  10/1-9/30  Y Y



Would require



additional funding which



would vary depending



on the number of



storms. For 50 hours or



imagery estimated costs



are ~ $180K



No pre or post storm damage assessment



imagery collected by NOAA.



Lidar acceptance testing: Impact - Cancel



acquisition of system or accepts system  as



is. Estimated cost of procurement is



$1.7M. If contract were canceled NOAA



would likely lose the funding for this



valuable new tool for IOCM projects. If



systems were accepted as is and there



were problems with the system, NOAA



would have to fund resolving the issues



with the system.



OMAO:  Aircraft released from DWH



taking on 6/20.  Available for recall if



required.
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Current as of 28 June 2010



Aircraft Project Mission 


Dates 


Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



N45RF



Jet Prop



GRAV-D  5/31-8/31
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Gordon Gunter GU-10-03, 


Leg I-III



Marine Mammals



6/15-8/5 GOM NO YES NO Unable to provide marine mammal 


abundance & distribution information to



meet MMPA mandated mammal stock



assessment requirements.  Unable to



provide data & document long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM marine



mammal populations.



None Presently alongside Pascagoula June 5-14



conducting repairs and ABS inspection.



8/5-9 Fleet Inspection



GU-10-04



Leg I and II



Fall



Ichthyoplankton



8/24-9/30 GOM NO YES NO Unable to support current stock 


assessments for red snapper, king



mackerel, and vermillion snapper; and



future stock assessments for Spanish



mackerel, gray triggerfish, and red drum.



Would be unable to assess long-term



impacts of oil spill on GOM



ichthyoplankton.



None



Pisces PC-10-03 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP Reef



Fish



6/14 – 7/25 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None



PC-10-05 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4,  S Atlantic



Reef Fish



8/3 – 9/25 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, red grouper, gag grouper,



gray triggerfish, and amberjack.  Unable to



assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



reef fish species in the GOM.



None
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Oregon II R2-10-01 Leg 1, 2, 


3  SEAMAP



Summer



Groundfish



6/15 – 7/17 GoM NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


red snapper, king mackerel, yellowedge



grouper, and small coastal sharks.  Unable



to assess long-term impacts of oil spill on



GOM groundfish species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



7/24-8/5 SE Atlantic NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish. Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



R2-10-02 Leg 1, 2,



3, 4, Longline



Shark/Red



Snapper



8/7 – 9/29 GoM  NO YES NO Unable to support stock assessments for 


large and small coastal sharks, red



grouper, red snapper, yellowedge



grouper, and tilefish.  Unable to assess



long-term impacts of oil spill on GOM



shark and other species.



None



Delaware II DE-10-05 Benthic 


Habitat 


6/14 – 6/25 NE Atlantic 


(Georges



Bank)



Yes, this is ongoing



research that will



continue into the



future



No Yes, require 6 berths,



crane, A-frame, CTD



operations, 220 v AC



power, and depth



sounder



Research aimed at understanding



relationship among juvenile Atlantic



cod/sea scallops/haddock and their



habitat, including invasive tunicate



Didemnum, with specific reference to



juvenile mortality



Delaying this cruise a year will prevent



the annual measurement of the



encroachment of the invasive species on



Georges Bank.



DE-10-07



ECOMON



8/16 – 9/1 NE Atlantic 


(Cape Hatteras 


No, this cruise is part



of both bi-monthly



and annual



Yes Yes. Hugh R. Sharp or



another research vessel



Interrupt a 40 year oceanographic and



plankton time series. Nulify attempts to



document hydrocarbon transport to the



None It should be recognized that this cruise



complements oil spill research that is
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



– Nova Scotia) environmental



monitoring time



series and provides



ground truth for



SeaWiFS.



Hydrocarbon



sampling is planned



off of the east coast.



NE U.S. Shelf; compromise SeaWiFS



ground truth, sea bird monitoring, efforts



to improve the assessments of yellowtail



flounder through oceanographic



monitoring; postpone efforts to begin



ocean acidification of the NE U.S. shelf.



being conducted in the Gulf of Mexico



DE-10-06  Herring



Hydroacoustic



Survey, Leg 1, 2



9/8 – 9/30 NE Atlantic 


(Georges



Bank)



No, temporally



sensitive in terms of



both an annual



survey and a multi-



year time series.



Yes No. Vessel capabilities



and acoustic signature



critically important



The Atlantic herring resource is valuable



as an economic resource and is highly



controversial due to its importance in the



ecosystem. Accurate estimates of the



stock is critical. Historically acoustic



surveys have been critical to the



assessment of those stocks. The impact of



the loss of this cruise will limit our ability



to determine the utility of this survey and



assessment of Atlantic herring.



None



Thomas



Jefferson



TJ-10-03



DWH Tasking



5/17 -5/28



5/23-5/28



GOM -



FGBNMS



No  - Impact on



successive projects



does not allow for



delay without impact



to those projects.



No FGBNMS, though OCS,



could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the snm of



production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



The DWH tasking for the remainder of this



leg will result in 75 square nmi, of a



planned 150 square nmi, not being



surveyed,



The collection of a combination of



multibeam and backscatter survey data



was scheduled to take place on board the



TJ, to map several reefs and banks in the



NW Gulf of Mexico, all of which will be



DWH tasking occurred



from  5/23 to 5/28 to



deploy navy gliders,



current drifters and



profiling floats.



The FGBNMS project DAS have already



been lost due to a week of downtime



caused by generator problems, then the



initial 6 DAS the TJ diverted to deploy



Navy gliders and drifters.  Plans  are in



place to make up 6 days lost prior to



DWH tasking during TJ-10-02 leg 5, 6/14-



7/02
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Estimated cost $1.5M targeted for habitat characterization and



ground truthing operations in the future.



These operations will not be undertaken



until the surveys have been completed.



TJ-10-02 6/01-6/11, 


leg 4 


GOM  No  No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 75 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed.



DWH Tasking



Occurred 6/1-6/11 to



conduct Western



Sentry project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Imperative that



the ship be given at time to  “square off”



the existing hydrographic project. TJ is



the only vessel that can complete the



work.



TJ-10-02 6/14-7/02, 


leg 5 


GOM  No No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting in



the GOM is approx. $20k



per square nmi.



Estimated cost $0.5M



Estimated cost for



FGNMS survey is $1.5M



Canceling project leg  will impact NOS



ability to meet establish GPRA measures



and will result in 25 square nmi, of the



projects’s planned 200 square nmi, not



being completed,



Cancelling project leg will also result in a



loss of 6 DAS planned to support FGNMS



project to make up for the time lost to



mechanical repairs resuliting in 75 square



nmi,of the planned 150 square nmi, from



being completed.



DWH Tasking



scheduled for 6/14-



7/02 to conduct



additional work on the



Western Sentry



project.



TJ was diverted before the TX Fairways



project was completed.  Two days will be



allocated for the ship to “square off” the



existing hydrographic project before



resuming the DWH Western Sentry



project.  Total DWH tasking has resulted



in a production loss of 100 square nmi.



The production loss can be replaced



through contracting at a total cost of



$2.0M (100 square nmi).



Total cost to contract FGNMS project is
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



$3.0M (150 square nmi).



TJ-10-04 Leg I-IV  7/7-8/31  Key West Area Yes – The project 


could be delayed but



the delay would be at



the expense of the



successive project or



a reduction of the



project as planned.



No No – Vessel capability



and planned equimpent



test and evaluation not



possible though contract



for this project,



The Key West project is an IOCM project



with several partners, including the



planned testing of new technologies.



Although the project could be delayed,



OCS believes it is important to complete



the project this year using the equipment



and personnel currently on the TJ



Canceling the project will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 220 square nmi



not being completed.  This loss of



productiion could be contracted at a cost



of $4.4 M



OCS could



accommodate 2 more



legs of DWH response



with minimal impact.



Delay the start of the



Key West Project by a



leg and delay the



return to Norfolk by a



leg.



Approaches to Key West. Arrive  Norfolk



8/31



Estimated average loss of production per



leg tasked is between 30 to 60 square



nmi.



TJ-10-05



Leg I



9/9-17  Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi-



year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



measures and will result 20 square nmi



not being completed.



TJ is scheduled to transit from Key west



to  Norfolk VA on or about 8/26



TJ-10-05  9/20-30 Mid-Atlantic Yes - The Chesapeake 


Bay project is a multi- 


No OCS could contract for



hydrographic surveys to



Canceling the project leg will impact NOS



ability to meet established GPRA



Estimated cost to contract lost



production if tasked for both legs is
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



Leg 2 year project that



could be delayed



with little impact.



replace the square nmi



of production lost by



diverting the TJ.  Ave



cost for contracting for



this area is approx. $18k



per square nmi.



measures and will result 30 square nmi



not being completed.



$0.9M (50 square nmi)



Nancy Foster  NF-10-06-PR 


Leg I



6/21-7/2  GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



various contracts



used to support this



project.



Y Would require charter  if 


NF tasked. This could be



reworked to use the



State of Florida vessel



R/V Weatherbird under



our existing IDIQ



contract.  To get the



same amount of



mapping done we would



get on the Foster would



require an additional



$62K.  This estimate is



based on our contract



day rate of $12.5K for



seven days at sea and



subtracting the existing



$25.5K obligated to USF.



Timing is not a great



concern; we can do it



whenever the ship is



available in St.



Petersburg, FL.



The impact of not doing the work will



mean a loss of knowledge of any deep



coral or sponge habitat in the target area



(between Steamboat Lumps MPA in the



north to existing Pulley Ridge HAPC map



coverage in the south).  A total of $30,000



in Coral Reef Conservation Program



funding was obtained for the project, and



$25.5k has already been obligated for data



collection and processing.



None This is Andy David’s shiptime, not



FGBNMS
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working



Grounds



Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



NF-10-07-TER  7/6-20  Tortugas/GoM Delay could result in 


the program loosing



allocated funds on



contracts involving



ROV rental, travel



arrangements,



supplies and etc.



Y  None Biogeography Analysis of Tortugas



Ecological Reserve



NF-10-08-



FGBNMS



7/12-29  GoM Delaying Flower 


Garden Banks data



collection for this



project could result



in a loss of $200k of



Coral Program



allocated funds. The



shallow-water diving



leg (late July) could



potentially be



accomplished later



this FY. The tech



diving leg (mid July)



may be delayed .



Y Would require charter or



non-budgeted



expenditure  if NF is not



available. The project



could possibly be



completed by the



FGBNMS vessel R/V



Manta.  There are no



other appropriate



vessels that are available



for charter at this late



date. However, there is



no funding to support



the operation of the



MANTA for this



purpose. Program



allocation of funds is not



adequate to operate the



vessel beyond already



allocated commitments



without identifying a



This project is dependent upon the



FOSTER ship time in FY2010. The



availability of ship time was a key factor in



this project being funded by CRCP. If this



project is not implemented in 2010, we



stand to lose future funding by CRCP. It



will also delay the potential



implementation of an important



management action for the protection of



coral reefs in US waters.  The baseline



data would not be available for input into



potential pre-exposure monitoring.



None Baseline assessment of fish and benthic



communities.  This baseline assessment



is also important for input into the pre-



exposure assessment of communities in



response to the DWH spill.
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Vessel Project Cruise Dates Working
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Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



further funding (i.e.



grant, partner, etc.)



source.



NF-10-09-RACOW 8/2-12 GoM (Vicinity 


of DWH Oil



Spill)



No.  Both the



scientific scope and



general location of



this project are



relevant to



addressing potential



ecological impacts of



the Deepwater



Horizon oil spill.  Due



to the spill and



related response



needs, we will be



remaining flexible to



conduct the survey



either in the western



Gulf of Mexico as



originally planned or



to shift the location



to the eastern



portion of the Gulf



(shelf waters from



Mississippi delta to



Tampa) depending



on where the



majority of oil ends



Y Yes if another NOAA



vessel or NANCY FOSTER



equivalent platform was



made available.



If this mission is not completed, we will be



unable to effectively address important



goals under NOAA's legal mandates (e.g.,



Clean Water Act, National Coastal



Monitoring Act, National Marine



Sanctuaries Act) to provide adequate



ecological characterizations of aquatic



living marine resources and ecosystem



stressors in the nation’s coastal ocean



waters.  Moreover, given the project’s



relevancy to the current Gulf of Mexico



oil-spill event, not conducting the project



would miss a tremendous opportunity to



apply NOAA’s existing assets to assisting



with oil-spill response and assessment



needs.



Highly recommend



this project remain as



scheduled due to its



congruent alignment



with the ecological



recovery efforts of the



DWH oil spill.



Regional Assessment of Coastal Ocean



Waters - GRNMS



This project is part of a series of



nationwide surveys aimed at assessing



the status of ecosystem conditions and



stressor impacts in coastal-ocean (shelf)



waters around the U.S.
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Delay Option?



If so, impact



Time Series



Critical?



Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



up.  By doing so, in



addition to



addressing our



original project goals,



we will be providing



a basis for assessing



oil-spill impacts



throughout these



offshore waters and



thus assisting in



NOAA’s response



efforts.  At present,



our plan is to



incorporate a



probabilistic



sampling design



(consistent with



other components of



this ongoing offshore



ecological



assessment series) in



order to provide a



basis for making



unbiased statistical



estimates of the



spatial extent and



magnitude of



condition relative to



the various
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Charter Option? Impact if Project Canceled Program Suggested 


Dates for DWH Task.



Comments



synoptically



measured variables



and corresponding



management



thresholds.



NF-10-10-CHS



Leg I  & II



8/15-28  Florida Keys 


GoM 


No. Deep Coral



Mapping of the



South Atlantic Bight



cannot be delayed as



funds cannot be



carried over. This is



the last cruise of the



fiscal year for the



program.



Y Yes possibly.  NF is one



of the few vessel



capable of mapping and



characterizing deep



coral ecosystems. This



includes the deep water



multibeam system and



fish acoustics systems.



No other NOAA ship



presently has this dual



capability. While it is



conceivably possible to



temporarily install these



systems on vessels of



opportunity, it would be



at considerable expense.



This information is critical and time



sensitive.  Failure to conduct this research



would impact the data that is used to



support and update the Fishery



Management Plan and designation of



Habitat Areas of Critical Concern by the



South Atlantic Fishery Management



Council. Also, data supporting



subsequent biological monitoring and



coral sampling with the JASON ROV



onboard the NOAA Ship RON BROWN in



November 2010 will be lost as well as



severely impacting short-term



management measures and the



protection of mandated resources.



None Characterization of Shallow to Mid-Water



Seafloor Habitats of South Florida



NF-10-11-LF



Leg I & II



8/31-9/11  SE Atlantic Yes.  The invasive 


lionfish research



could potentially be



delayed up to a



month with



Y This project can NOT be



chartered due to the



type of operation



(personnel, equipment,



safety needs) and the



Currently, there are no annual monitoring



programs focused on collecting baseline



information on the hard bottom reef



communities.  Data collected will



definitely enhance the development and



Invasive Lionfish Population  Monitoring



of Mid-Atlantic Project
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Dates for DWH Task.
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acceptable impact to



the science, since



late



September/October



are very similar



seasons. Personnel



impact may be much



more detrimental as



we have transferred



money for NURC



support of our dive



operations and need



their participation to



complete the cruise.



So timing of all the



personnel would



need to be shifted



and may not be



possible.



extent of the research



area that is examined



(Onslow Bay NC from 75



to 200 fsw).



continuation of such monitoring system



which is critical in detecting responses by



reef communities to climate change



NF-10-12-NC  9/14-27 Project was canceled May 21 at request of 


OAR/OER.



Norfolk Canyon



Ronald H. Brown RB-10-02 


Tsunami Mapping



9/6-9/11;



with 4-day



extension,



dates would



be 9/5-9/14



Caribbean Yes; however, post- 


earthquake data is



“very perishable”



according to USGS PI.



No Yes, but impractical due



to expense. Original



scheduling of RB took



advantage of nearby



NTAS transit.



Reduces or eliminates opportunity for



NOAA to actively support risk analysis



around Port-au-Prince.



Ship could possibly be



retasked from post-



Fleet Inspection to



start of NTAS/MOVE



cruise (San Juan, PR),



roughly 8/27-9/12.
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RB-10-03



NTAS/MOVE



mooring



turnaround



9/12-9/26;



with 4-day



TSUCAR



extension,



dates would



be 9/15-9/29



Northwest



Tropical



Atlantic



No.  NTAS/MOVE



turnaround cruise



has already been



delayed 2X.  Relative



to the last



deployment on 29



June 2009, the



planned turnaround



cruise (15-29 Sep) is



beyond the 14 month



maximum interval,



and we already



expect some



unrecoverable data



loss.



Yes In principle, if charter



cruise were 9/15/2010



or sooner.   Approx cost



= $21K/day X 22 days =



$462K.



Irreplaceable loss of surface flux data from



10 year record, compromise in accuracy of



subsurface transport record, inability to



meet NOAA mission goals for Climate, and



Weather/Water for which the projects



were established.



Henry B. Bigelow HB-10-03 


Leg 1, 2, 3



Cetacean



Abundance



6/7-8/11 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-04 Habitat



Mapping



8/18-8/27 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP



HB-10-05



Leg 1,2



Autumn Bottom



9/7-9/30 NMFS Ecosystems/EOP
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Trawl & Acoustics



Survey
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N42 WP-3D 


N43 WP-3D 


N46 Twin Otter 


N48 Twin Otter 


N56 Twin Otter 


N57 Twin Otter 


N68 King Air 


Bigelow 


Making preparations for DWH response (seafood safety-trawling missions). ETD 7/11 for transit to Gulf of Mexico



Delaware II 


Alongside Pascagoula, MS



Brown 


Foster 


Underway on DWH Loop Current characterization. Diplomatic clnc rcvd from Cuba/in process for Mexico. Arrival 7/12 Tampa Bay, FL



Gunter 


Underway for DWH Marine Mammal Assessment Leg 2. ETA Pascagola, MS 7/16



Jefferson 


Underway for hydrographic survey of approaches to Key West (project continues until return to homeport of Norfolk, VA on 8/31)



Oregon II 


Underway on scheduled project. Arrival 7/17 Pascagoula, MS



Pisces 


Underway for Reef Fish survey Leg 2. ETA Pascagoula 7/13



NOAA Small Boat suitable for coastal day trips.  Currently alongside Pascagoula and available.



OMAO Assets (as of 7/8/10)



BOWFEST Engine Overhaul



Corrosion Inspection



Phase Maintenance Hurricane Season



Fuel Tank / Maintenance 


Nov
Oct Jul 


SEAMAP Reef Fish 


Steller Sea Lions 


Atl. Herring



Mapping Bottom Trawl



ECOMON 


Aug Sep 


Hurricane Season



CALNEX 


Cetacean Abundance 


R/V HST 


NOAA Line Office Assets



Shipyard / Trials / Fleet Inspection Tsunami/Trop. Atl



DWH Loop Current DWH Corals FGBNMS/Reg Assmt/Seafloor/Lionfish/Norfolk Canyon



DWH Multi Spectral Oil 


Harbor Seals 


National Coastal Mapping Priorities



DWH Marine Mammal Surveys 


Leatherback Turtles Autopilot Maintenance



NERW



DWH Multi Spectral Oil BWASP 


Marine Mammals F.I. 


Jul 


Key West 


Groundfish 


Fall Plankton



Chesapeake Bay



South Atlantic Reef Fish - TBD



Longline Shark / Red Snapper



Oct Nov
Sep Aug 


R/V Gandy



7/25/2012
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NOAA Small Boat conducting reef fish surveys out of Panama City, F L.



NOAA Small Boat alongside Pascagoula.  DHW begin 6/21.



Scheduled to conduct trap/video surveys out of Panama City the reamainder of the month.

R/V Harold B 


25' Parker



R/V Gandy 


R/V Caretta 


7/25/2012
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NOS small boat w/ twin outboards in Charleston, SC, available for deployment and trailerable



No update 7/8



In Port Fourchon, LA



Underway in PM



No update 7/8



In port St. Petersburg, FL



In port Leighville, LA



Underway in PM



Conducting water sampling operations



LOOP current study for MMS scheduled to begin 6/27



Underway in PM



Underway in PM



Conducting Water Sampling Operations



No update 7/8



Underway in PM



Underway in PM



Monitoring for oil in Florida coastal waters from Tampa to FL Keys.



Monitoring and sampling oceanographic conditions



Jul 


Other Assets

Nov
Oct Aug Sep 


NAVO Gliders 


Brooks McCall 


Ryan Chouest 


Bunny Bordelon 


Cape Hatteras 


Meg Skansi 


IOOS Gliders 


Walton Smith 


Ferrel 


Pelican 


Wes Bordelon 


Beau Rivage 


Jack Fitz 


25' Parker 


Rachel Bordelon 


Endeavor 


Ocean Veritas 


Ridley Thomas 


7/25/2012
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Proposed NOAA Asset DWH Response Schedule



SHIPS



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



Delaware

II



June18 tbd DE-10-05 Benthic Habitat Alongside Pascagoula, MS



Foster July 5 July 18 NF-10-07 Tortugas Eco Reserve loses



all 7 DAS



Allows 2 weeks for z-drive repairs alongside



in Pascagoula



Gunter July 18 August 4 GU-10-02 Marine Mammals, Leg 3 –



lose 14 DAS.  Currently this project is



scheduled for Atlantic Ocean, but



there are discussions of moving this



effort to the Gulf instead.  If project



remains in Atlantic, GU isn’t an option



GU would have to resupply fresh water one



time during this mission period



Pisces August 5 September 3 PC-10-04 CoOp Reef Fish Survey loses



23 DAS



This 30 day mission would have to be broken



into 2 or 3 legs w/ T&Gs for water



Oregon II September



3



September



28



Rd-10-02, Shark/Snapper Longline



loses all of Leg 4 and most of Leg 3. 



Estimate losss of ~20 DAS.  However,



much of the project’s survey area is



impacted by oil



This 26 day mission would have to break into



2 or 3 legs for water and reprovisioning



Henry

Bigelow



tbd tbd East coast cetacean turtle abundance



survey



Making preparations for DWH response



(seafood safety-trawling missions)



ETD 7/11 for transit to Gulf of Mexico
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Aircraft



Asset Start Date End Date Impacted Projects Comments



N42RF



WP-3D



tbd Hurricane Season Gulf Loop Current flights could be



rescheduled around any tasking for



Hurricanes.  Hurricane taskings would delay



Gulf Loop Current flights by several days. 



N46RF



Twin



Otter



April July 23 Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys Extending Multi Spectral Oil Analysis flights



beyond June 15 will impact Alaska Marine



Mammal surveys.  Additionally, engine



overhaul date will be accelerated due to



increased utilization and installation of



extended range fuel tank will be delayed.



N48RF



Twin



Otter



July 23 August 30 Alaska Marine Mammal Surveys N48RF to relieve N46RF upon completion of



CALNEX project.  BWASP project begins in



Alaska in early September



N57RF



Twin



Otter



June 7 September



30



Northeast Right Whale DWH Marine Mammal flights tasking



resumed June 7. Anticipated schedule is



approximately 5 flights every 14 days. 



N68RF



King Air



April September



30



National Coastal Mapping Priorities Risk of not meeting GPRA goals for shoreline



mapping.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>



Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 7:36 PM



To: Jim Bohnsack; Lance Garrison; Sheryan Epperly



Subject: [Fwd: Revised Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz]



Attachments: Revised Response_ Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz.eml (54.3 KB)



Please have a look at this and let me know if you see anything you can't live with.



bjp
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Phil.Williams <Phil.Williams@noaa.gov>



Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 7:31 PM



To: Gustavo Rubio; Dana.Flowerlake; Jim Lecky; Bonnie Ponwith; Jim Bohnsack; David



Bernhart; David Cottingham; Barbara Schroeder; Angela Somma; Sandy MacPherson;



Helen Golde; Roy Crabtree; Buck Sutter



Cc: Katie Nichols; Tanya Dobrzynski



Subject: Revised Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz



Attachments: Rep Ortiz Sea Turtle Population Q&As 6-3-10.doc; Phil.Williams.vcf



To All: Attached is a revised/edited response incorporating SEC's original draft and adding additional info



requested (turtle abundance). I have tried to incoporate suggestions from reviewers in HQ and FWS and would



welcome additional edits and corrections before this is submitted to NOAA legislative affairs.



Thanks,



Phil



-----Original Message-----


From: Dana.Flowerlake [mailto:Dana.Flowerlake@noaa.gov]



Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 4:23 PM



To: Katie Nichols



Cc: Gary Reisner; Lindsay Fullenkamp; Amy Shinn; Gustavo Rubio



Subject: Re: [Fwd: Sea turtle survey Q from Congressman Ortiz]



The funding question should be cleared by MB, but it should be drafted by



SER and PR.  Generally, they would need to say how they would spend funding



for impact studies, whether or not it would include aerial surveys.  However



MB should review to make sure its consistent with other budget



documents/statements/items NMFS has said in the past about assessing turtles



etc.



Thanks -- Dana



Katie Nichols wrote:



Good Afternoon,



I sent the question below to the SEC and PR, would MB have



information on the last question about the draft Capps ammendment



(funding question)?



Thanks,



Katie



-------- Original Message --------


Subject: Sea turtle survey Q from Congressman Ortiz



Date: Fri, 28 May 2010 15:48:29 -0400



From: Katie Nichols <Katie.Nichols@noaa.gov>



To: Jim Lecky <Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov>, Helen Golde



<Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>, David Cottingham <David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>,



Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>, Theo Brainerd
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<Theo.Brainerd@noaa.gov>



CC: Barbara Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Angela Somma



<Angela.Somma@noaa.gov>



Good Afternoon,



Please see question below from Congressman Ortiz on sea turtle



abundance estimates. Please provide a response by *1pm Wednesday



6/2/10. *Let me know if there are any questions.



Staff from Congressman Ortiz's office recently met with a constituent



who expressed concerns over sea turtle abundance estimates,



specifically that we only use nesting beach counts which they feel



underestimates the # of turtles in the Gulf.  The constituent would



like to see aerial surveys conducted to improve our #s.  Could you



please put together some background on the current abundance



estimates, how those estimates are calculated, our methodology for



collecting the data and whether we think aerial surveys would help



(why or why not).



Additionally, the staffer referenced a draft Capps amendment that



would give $35M to NOAA for post-spill impact studies, including among



other things, impact to sea turtles.  The staffer is asking if we got



that money what studies we would do for turtles and whether this would



include aerial surveys.



Thanks,



Katie



--


Katie Nichols



Knauss Sea Grant Fellow



Congressional Affairs Specialist



Office of the Assistant Administrator



NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service



1315 East-West Highway, Room 14552



Silver Spring, MD 20910



(301) 713-2239  x 119



--


Katie Nichols



Knauss Sea Grant Fellow



Congressional Affairs Specialist



Office of the Assistant Administrator



NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service



1315 East-West Highway, Room 14552



Silver Spring, MD 20910



(301) 713-2239  x 119
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Questions from Congressman Ortiz regarding marine turtles



Question 1. Why do we only use nesting beach counts, which

underestimate the number of turtles in the Gulf of Mexico?



Response: The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) does not use only

nesting beach counts (of nests and hatchlings) to measure sea turtle

abundance and population trends. In addition, both NMFS, States, other

nations and university-affiliated scientists conduct in-water monitoring of

turtles at coastal index sites to measure trends, abundance and

demographic parameters (e.g. sex, maturity, size, health).



The greatest effort has been in comprehensive female nesting and

hatchling population monitoring led by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

(FWS) and its partners, including NMFS (in Mexico) and Mexico to monitor.

Nesting beach monitoring is used because it is a consistent and reliable

location to monitor trends and abundance of nesting females and

hatchlings.



Nesting beach indices do not provide information on the many year

classes of immature animals and do not provide complete insight into

future recruitment. However, counting nests is an important index of the

size of the most important, ecologically valuable life stage of the species

(mature nesting female). Monitoring hatchling production is an indicator

of potential recruitment to the adult population. Neither is intended to be

a measure of total population size because adult females constitute but a

small part of a population and most hatchlings perish before reaching

maturity. However, this has been the primary, long term data source for

directly evaluating status and trends of turtles and is widely accepted by

the scientific community.



Question 2. Can we conduct aerial surveys to improve our estimates?



Response: Yes, conducting aerial surveys could improve our estimates of

sea turtle abundance and trends. Aerial and shipboard surveys could be

coupled with handling of turtles in the water to measure their

age/maturity to understand their at-sea population demography.

Shipboard surveys and live capture would also facilitate the application of

satellite tags to track diving behavior. This would be used to measure

surface and underwater time of turtles to then help estimate total

abundance from the number of individuals observed in overflights.



Question 3. What are the current abundance estimates?
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Response: In the Northwest Atlantic (including the Gulf of Mexico we

estimate the follow nesting beach trends and abundance:



Kemps ridley – The nesting population is exponentially increasing, which

may indicate a similar increase in the population as a whole. The total

number of nests recorded at Rancho Nuevo, Mexico and adjacent

beaches exceeded 20,000, which represent about 8,000 females nesting

during the 2009 nesting season. Assuming current survival rates within

each life stage remain constant the population could attain at least

10,000 nesting females in a season by 2015.



Loggerhead - A significant, overall decline in annual nest totals has been

documented for the largest recovery unit (peninsular Florida). Florida

accounts for 90% of loggerhead nesting in the U.S. Nests have declined

24% from 1989 to 2009 and 38% since1998 to 2009.



Leatherback - The annual number of leatherback nests at the Florida core

set of index beaches ranged from 27 to 615 between 1989 and 2009.

Older nesting data from other sites in the Western Atlantic Ocean (Costa

Rica, Columbia and Panama) indicate total nesting numbers an order of

magnitude above those in Florida, but that they are stable or declining,

indicating no population growth.



Green – Between 1989 and 2009, the annual number of green turtle nests

at Florida core index beaches ranged from 267 to 9091. Green turtle nests

are increasing by a factor of ten over the 21-year. Older nesting data

(1990-2005) from other sites within the Western Atlantic Ocean (Mexico,

Costa Rica, Venezuela, Suriname, and Brazil) all showed overall nesting

numbers an order of magnitude greater and with stable (Venezuela and

Brazil) or increasing populations.



Hawksbill – Nesting beach monitoring data gathered from 1987 -2007 from

a variety of locations through the Western Caribbean estimate

approximately 3000 nesting females per season and most all nesting

trends unknown or declining.



Question 4. How are these estimates calculated? What is our

methodology for collecting these data?



Response: Many sea turtle species nest on the beaches of the Gulf of

Mexico.  Loggerheads nest primarily along the west coast of Florida and

its Panhandle.  Kemp’s ridleys nest in the western Gulf, concentrated in

Tamaulipas, Mexico and into southern Texas. Green and hawksbill turtles



Document ID: 0.7.27.7802.1.2







3



nest primarily in the southwest Gulf. Leatherbacks nest infrequently

throughout the Gulf.



As beaches are monitored, in most cases the individual females are not

intercepted and counted while nesting (the exception being Kemp’s

ridleys, which nest during the day).  Thus, estimates of adult female

population sizes are based on the counts of nests laid, data on the

average number of nests laid per female per season, and data on the

average number of years separating nesting seasons by the females.



Question 7. Do we think aerial surveys would help?



Response: Yes, aerial surveys could help improve our estimates of

population trends and abundance for several species. Data from aerial

surveys and shipboard surveys, nesting beach and in-water monitoring at

index sites would provide a more thorough estimate of the trends and

abundance of turtles. But because of the complex life history of turtles at

sea, we will never have a complete estimate of their population size. We

will have measures at certain stages of their lives to determine trends and

abundance. This will be more or less complete, depending on what we

do (aerial, shipboard, nesting beach, in-water index), where we do it, and

how thoroughly we are able to conduct these assessments.



Once hatchlings leave the nesting beaches they spend time in an

oceanic stage.  In the case of Kemp’s ridleys, that stage duration is

approximately 2 years.  In the case of loggerhead turtles, that stage

duration can be more than a decade.  With the exception of

leatherbacks, which always maintain a pelagic existence, the young of

other species then recruit to the nearshore environment but thereafter

may switch between oceanic and nearshore ecosystems. Thus, nearshore

ecosystems, including bays and lagoons can provide important areas for

in-water monitoring of young turtles in small boat surveys. Seasonal

migrations must occur for temperate foraging animals.  The foraging

grounds may be distant from nesting beaches and adults can make very

long migrations between the two.



Aerial surveys over the continental shelf can provide information on the in-
water populations of animals which are large enough to see from the air. 

They represent only the proportion of the population inhabiting the shelf

regions.  Loggerheads and leatherbacks at the surface are sufficiently

large when in nearshore waters that all should be sighted during aerial

surveys over the shelf.  In contrast, a proportion of green, hawksbill, and

Kemp’s ridleys will be too small to see from the air in the nearshore waters

and may benefit from small boat monitoring. 
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Sea turtle populations range far and usually are not restricted to any one

geographic region.  Furthermore, multiple stocks/recovery units can share

foraging grounds.  Hence, it is necessary to conduct the overflights

synoptically over the full range of the species as well as conduct in-water

work to determine the stock and size composition of the in-water

populations.



To adequately assess the number of turtles in waters over the continental

shelf in the Northern Gulf of Mexico, aerial surveys should be conducted

on a seasonal basis during at least two consecutive years.  The seasonal

component of the survey would document changes both in the absolute

abundance of turtles within a given year, but also document changes in

spatial distribution associated with migratory movements or changes in

habitat features.  To assess long-term changes in population size, these

surveys should be repeated over time at intervals of 2-3 years.  As noted

above, it is critical to develop sufficient information on the dive-surface

behaviors of sea turtles by species, season, and habitat type to correct

these survey abundance estimates for the number of animals beneath

the surface. 



Complimentary tagging studies would also provide information on the

movement of animals outside of the area that could be covered during a

given aerial survey, for example these data would improve understanding

of movements off the continental shelf or into the southern Gulf of Mexico. 

While our assessment work is generally focused on U.S. waters, additional

surveys of Mexican waters in the southern portion of the Gulf would

provide a more complete picture of sea turtle abundance and spatial

distribution.



Question 7. A draft “Capps amendment” would provide $35M to NOAA

for post-spill impact studies, including impact to sea turtles.  If NOAA got

that money what studies we would do for turtles and would this include

aerial surveys?



Response: NMFS would propose to conduct and contract a number of

studies and assessments if post-spill impact funding were appropriated.

This would include:



1. Aerial and shipboard surveys of turtles at sea

2. Attachment of satellite transmitters and demographic



measurement of turtles at sea, followed by tracking;

3. In-water monitoring of coastal index sites in a network in the Gulf of



Mexico and Northwest Atlantic to monitor population

demographics and abundance;
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4. Observer monitoring in commercial and recreational fisheries of

concern to assess marine turtle bycatch.



Limited Budgetary Estimate for Post Spill Impact Studies:



We estimate that broad-scale seasonal estimates of turtle abundance

using a combination of aerial surveys, tag telemetry studies, in-water

sampling, and fisheries observer coverage of the northern Gulf of Mexico

would cost approximately $9 million



Aerial surveys - The approximate cost of four seasonal aerial surveys of the

continental shelf in the U.S. portion of the Gulf of Mexico from Texas to the

Dry Tortugas would be $1.8 million. 



Shipboard surveys and tag deployment - Deployment of an appropriate

number of tags to adequately document movements of turtles and their

dive-surface behaviors would be $2.1 million. 



In-water monitoring - In-water studies to quantify the number of smaller

turtles within estuarine and near-shore habitats would be approximately

$2.1 million.  



Fisheries observers – Observer monitoring of fisheries bycatch injury and

mortality of turtles (identified in all recovery plans as the primary threat to

their recovery) to assess the impacts on long term recovery would be

approximately $3.0 million.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>



Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 9:39 PM



To: Lance Garrison; Sheryan Epperly



Subject: [Fwd: Re: Revised Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz]



Attachments: Re_ Revised Response_ Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz.eml (66.2 KB)



Sorry, another version.



bjp
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov



Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 9:28 PM



To: Phil.Williams



Cc: Gustavo Rubio; Dana.Flowerlake; Bonnie Ponwith; Jim Bohnsack; David Bernhart; David



Cottingham; Barbara Schroeder; Angela Somma; Sandy MacPherson; Helen Golde; Roy



Crabtree; Buck Sutter; Katie Nichols; Tanya Dobrzynski



Subject: Re: Revised Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz



Attachments: Rep Ortiz Sea Turtle Population Q&As 6-3-10 jl cmnt.doc



To All: Attached is a revised/edited response incorporating SEC's original draft and adding additional info



requested (turtle abundance). I have tried to incoporate suggestions from reviewers in HQ and FWS and would



welcome additional edits and corrections before this is submitted to NOAA legislative affairs.



Thanks,



Phil



-----Original Message-----


From: Dana.Flowerlake [mailto:Dana.Flowerlake@noaa.gov]



Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 4:23 PM



To: Katie Nichols



Cc: Gary Reisner; Lindsay Fullenkamp; Amy Shinn; Gustavo Rubio



Subject: Re: [Fwd: Sea turtle survey Q from Congressman Ortiz]



The funding question should be cleared by MB, but it should be drafted by



SER and PR.  Generally, they would need to say how they would spend funding



for impact studies, whether or not it would include aerial surveys.  However



MB should review to make sure its consistent with other budget



documents/statements/items NMFS has said in the past about assessing turtles



etc.



Thanks -- Dana



Katie Nichols wrote:



Good Afternoon,



I sent the question below to the SEC and PR, would MB have



information on the last question about the draft Capps ammendment



(funding question)?



Thanks,



Katie



-------- Original Message --------


Subject: Sea turtle survey Q from Congressman Ortiz



Date: Fri, 28 May 2010 15:48:29 -0400



From: Katie Nichols <Katie.Nichols@noaa.gov>



To: Jim Lecky <Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov>, Helen Golde



<Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>, David Cottingham <David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>,



Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>, Theo Brainerd
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<Theo.Brainerd@noaa.gov>



CC: Barbara Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Angela Somma



<Angela.Somma@noaa.gov>



Good Afternoon,



Please see question below from Congressman Ortiz on sea turtle



abundance estimates. Please provide a response by *1pm Wednesday



6/2/10. *Let me know if there are any questions.



Staff from Congressman Ortiz's office recently met with a constituent



who expressed concerns over sea turtle abundance estimates,



specifically that we only use nesting beach counts which they feel



underestimates the # of turtles in the Gulf.  The constituent would



like to see aerial surveys conducted to improve our #s.  Could you



please put together some background on the current abundance



estimates, how those estimates are calculated, our methodology for



collecting the data and whether we think aerial surveys would help



(why or why not).



Additionally, the staffer referenced a draft Capps amendment that



would give $35M to NOAA for post-spill impact studies, including among



other things, impact to sea turtles.  The staffer is asking if we got



that money what studies we would do for turtles and whether this would



include aerial surveys.



Thanks,



Katie



--


Katie Nichols



Knauss Sea Grant Fellow



Congressional Affairs Specialist



Office of the Assistant Administrator



NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service



1315 East-West Highway, Room 14552



Silver Spring, MD 20910



(301) 713-2239  x 119



--


Katie Nichols



Knauss Sea Grant Fellow



Congressional Affairs Specialist



Office of the Assistant Administrator



NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service



1315 East-West Highway, Room 14552



Silver Spring, MD 20910



(301) 713-2239  x 119
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Questions from Congressman Ortiz regarding marine turtles



Question 1. Why do we only use nesting beach counts, which

underestimate the number of turtles in the Gulf of Mexico?



Response: Nesting counts has been the primary long-term data source for

monitoring the status and trends of turtles because nesting beaches are

persistent and reliable places to observe trends in nests which are an

indication of trends in the most important and valuable life stage of the

species, reproductive age females. Long term nesting beach monitoring

data are widely accepted in the scientific community as a reliable index

of population trends.  Nesting beach surveys are also relative easy to

conduct and inexpensive compared to in water work. However, nest

counts are not the only measure upon which NMFS relies.  NMFS and its

Partners, in particular FWS, the States, and Mexico also monitor hatchling

production and conduct in water monitoring at coastal index sites to

augment nesting beach surveys with other demographic information such

as age and sex composition of near shore populations to construct its

view of population trends.



Question 2. Can we conduct aerial surveys to improve our estimates?



Response: Yes, NMFS is aware of the limitations of nesting beach surveys.

For example they are not true measure of female abundance, they and

do not measure abundance of males or juvenile animals.  Conducting

aerial surveys could improve our estimates of sea turtle abundance and

trends by providing information on abundance and distribution of age

and sex classes that are not represented by nesting beach surverys. Aerial

and shipboard surveys could be coupled with handling of turtles in the

water to measure their age/maturity to understand their at-sea

population demography. Shipboard surveys and live capture would also

facilitate the application of satellite tags to track diving behavior. This

would be used to measure surface and underwater time of turtles to then

help estimate total abundance from the number of individuals observed

in overflights.



Question 3. What are the current abundance estimates?



Response: In the Northwest Atlantic (including the Gulf of Mexico we

estimate the follow nesting beach trends and abundance:
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Kemps ridley – The nesting population is exponentially increasing, which

may indicate a similar increase in the population as a whole. The total

number of nests recorded at Rancho Nuevo, Mexico and adjacent

beaches exceeded 20,000, which represent about 8,000 females nesting

during the 2009 nesting season. Assuming current survival rates within

each life stage remain constant the population could attain at least

10,000 nesting females in a season by 2015.



Loggerhead - A significant, overall decline in annual nest totals has been

documented for the largest recovery unit (peninsular Florida). Florida

accounts for 90% of loggerhead nesting in the U.S. Nests have declined

24% from 1989 to 2009 and 38% since1998 to 2009.



Leatherback - The annual number of leatherback nests at the Florida core

set of index beaches ranged from 27 to 615 between 1989 and 2009.

Older nesting data from other sites in the Western Atlantic Ocean (Costa

Rica, Columbia and Panama) indicate total nesting numbers an order of

magnitude above those in Florida, but that they are stable or declining,

indicating no population growth.



Green – Between 1989 and 2009, the annual number of green turtle nests

at Florida core index beaches ranged from 267 to 9091. Green turtle nests

are increasing by a factor of ten over the 21-year. Older nesting data

(1990-2005) from other sites within the Western Atlantic Ocean (Mexico,

Costa Rica, Venezuela, Suriname, and Brazil) all showed overall nesting

numbers an order of magnitude greater and with stable (Venezuela and

Brazil) or increasing populations.



Hawksbill – Nesting beach monitoring data gathered from 1987 -2007 from

a variety of locations through the Western Caribbean estimate

approximately 3000 nesting females per season and most all nesting

trends unknown or declining.



Question 4. How are these estimates calculated? What is our

methodology for collecting these data?



Response: Many sea turtle species nest on the beaches of the Gulf of

Mexico.  Loggerheads nest primarily along the west coast of Florida and

its Panhandle.  Kemp’s ridleys nest in the western Gulf, concentrated in

Tamaulipas, Mexico and into southern Texas. Green and hawksbill turtles

nest primarily in the southwest Gulf. Leatherbacks nest infrequently

throughout the Gulf.
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As beaches are monitored, in most cases the individual females are not

intercepted and counted while nesting (the exception being Kemp’s

ridleys, which nest during the day).  Thus, estimates of adult female

population sizes are based on the counts of nests laid, data on the

average number of nests laid per female per season, and data on the

average number of years separating nesting seasons by the females.



Question 7. Do we think aerial surveys would help?



Response: Yes, aerial surveys could help improve our estimates of

population trends and abundance for several species. Data from aerial

surveys and shipboard surveys, nesting beach and in-water monitoring at

index sites would provide a more thorough estimate of the trends and

abundance of turtles. But because of the complex life history of turtles at

sea, we will never have a complete estimate of their population size. We

will have measures at certain stages of their lives to determine trends and

abundance. This will be more or less complete, depending on what we

do (aerial, shipboard, nesting beach, in-water index), where we do it, and

how thoroughly we are able to conduct these assessments.



Once hatchlings leave the nesting beaches they spend time in an

oceanic stage.  In the case of Kemp’s ridleys, that stage duration is

approximately 2 years.  In the case of loggerhead turtles, that stage

duration can be more than a decade.  With the exception of

leatherbacks, which always maintain a pelagic existence, the young of

other species then recruit to the nearshore environment but thereafter

may switch between oceanic and nearshore ecosystems. Thus, nearshore

ecosystems, including bays and lagoons can provide important areas for

in-water monitoring of young turtles in small boat surveys. Seasonal

migrations must occur for temperate foraging animals.  The foraging

grounds may be distant from nesting beaches and adults can make very

long migrations between the two.



Aerial surveys over the continental shelf can provide information on the in-
water populations of animals which are large enough to see from the air. 

They represent only the proportion of the population inhabiting the shelf

regions.  Loggerheads and leatherbacks at the surface are sufficiently

large when in nearshore waters that all should be sighted during aerial

surveys over the shelf.  In contrast, a proportion of green, hawksbill, and

Kemp’s ridleys will be too small to see from the air in the nearshore waters

and may benefit from small boat monitoring. 



Sea turtle populations range far and usually are not restricted to any one

geographic region.  Furthermore, multiple stocks/recovery units can share
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foraging grounds.  Hence, it is necessary to conduct the overflights

synoptically over the full range of the species as well as conduct in-water

work to determine the stock and size composition of the in-water

populations.



To adequately assess the number of turtles in waters over the continental

shelf in the Northern Gulf of Mexico, aerial surveys should be conducted

on a seasonal basis during at least two consecutive years.  The seasonal

component of the survey would document changes both in the absolute

abundance of turtles within a given year, but also document changes in

spatial distribution associated with migratory movements or changes in

habitat features.  To assess long-term changes in population size, these

surveys should be repeated over time at intervals of 2-3 years.  As noted

above, it is critical to develop sufficient information on the dive-surface

behaviors of sea turtles by species, season, and habitat type to correct

these survey abundance estimates for the number of animals beneath

the surface. 



Complimentary tagging studies would also provide information on the

movement of animals outside of the area that could be covered during a

given aerial survey, for example these data would improve understanding

of movements off the continental shelf or into the southern Gulf of Mexico. 

While our assessment work is generally focused on U.S. waters, additional

surveys of Mexican waters in the southern portion of the Gulf would

provide a more complete picture of sea turtle abundance and spatial

distribution.



Question 7. A draft “Capps amendment” would provide $35M to NOAA

for post-spill impact studies, including impact to sea turtles.  If NOAA got

that money what studies we would do for turtles and would this include

aerial surveys?



Response: NMFS would propose to conduct and contract a number of

studies and assessments if post-spill impact funding were appropriated.

This would include:



1. Aerial and shipboard surveys of turtles at sea

2. Attachment of satellite transmitters and demographic



measurement of turtles at sea, followed by tracking;

3. In-water monitoring of coastal index sites in a network in the Gulf of



Mexico and Northwest Atlantic to monitor population

demographics and abundance;



4. Observer monitoring in commercial and recreational fisheries of

concern to assess marine turtle bycatch.



Document ID: 0.7.27.7803.1.1







5



Limited Budgetary Estimate for Post Spill Impact Studies:



We estimate that broad-scale seasonal estimates of turtle abundance

using a combination of aerial surveys, tag telemetry studies, in-water

sampling, and fisheries observer coverage of the northern Gulf of Mexico

would cost approximately $9 million



Aerial surveys - The approximate cost of four seasonal aerial surveys of the

continental shelf in the U.S. portion of the Gulf of Mexico from Texas to the

Dry Tortugas would be $1.8 million. 



Shipboard surveys and tag deployment - Deployment of an appropriate

number of tags to adequately document movements of turtles and their

dive-surface behaviors would be $2.1 million. 



In-water monitoring - In-water studies to quantify the number of smaller

turtles within estuarine and near-shore habitats would be approximately

$2.1 million.  



Fisheries observers – Observer monitoring of fisheries bycatch injury and

mortality of turtles (identified in all recovery plans as the primary threat to

their recovery) to assess the impacts on long term recovery would be

approximately $3.0 million.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>



Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 12:28 PM



To: Lance Garrison; Paul Richards; Chris Sasso



Cc: Jim Bohnsack



Subject: [Fwd: Re: Revised Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz]



Attachments: Re_ Revised Response_ Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz.eml (66.2 KB)



All -


Have you had a chance to look this over?  The question is if you can live with these edits or if any salient points have



been lost.



bjp



Document ID: 0.7.27.7814







1



Microsoft Outlook



From: Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov



Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 9:28 PM



To: Phil.Williams



Cc: Gustavo Rubio; Dana.Flowerlake; Bonnie Ponwith; Jim Bohnsack; David Bernhart; David



Cottingham; Barbara Schroeder; Angela Somma; Sandy MacPherson; Helen Golde; Roy



Crabtree; Buck Sutter; Katie Nichols; Tanya Dobrzynski



Subject: Re: Revised Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz



Attachments: Rep Ortiz Sea Turtle Population Q&As 6-3-10 jl cmnt.doc



To All: Attached is a revised/edited response incorporating SEC's original draft and adding additional info



requested (turtle abundance). I have tried to incoporate suggestions from reviewers in HQ and FWS and would



welcome additional edits and corrections before this is submitted to NOAA legislative affairs.



Thanks,



Phil



-----Original Message-----


From: Dana.Flowerlake [mailto:Dana.Flowerlake@noaa.gov]



Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 4:23 PM



To: Katie Nichols



Cc: Gary Reisner; Lindsay Fullenkamp; Amy Shinn; Gustavo Rubio



Subject: Re: [Fwd: Sea turtle survey Q from Congressman Ortiz]



The funding question should be cleared by MB, but it should be drafted by



SER and PR.  Generally, they would need to say how they would spend funding



for impact studies, whether or not it would include aerial surveys.  However



MB should review to make sure its consistent with other budget



documents/statements/items NMFS has said in the past about assessing turtles



etc.



Thanks -- Dana



Katie Nichols wrote:



Good Afternoon,



I sent the question below to the SEC and PR, would MB have



information on the last question about the draft Capps ammendment



(funding question)?



Thanks,



Katie



-------- Original Message --------


Subject: Sea turtle survey Q from Congressman Ortiz



Date: Fri, 28 May 2010 15:48:29 -0400



From: Katie Nichols <Katie.Nichols@noaa.gov>



To: Jim Lecky <Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov>, Helen Golde



<Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>, David Cottingham <David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>,



Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>, Theo Brainerd
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<Theo.Brainerd@noaa.gov>



CC: Barbara Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Angela Somma



<Angela.Somma@noaa.gov>



Good Afternoon,



Please see question below from Congressman Ortiz on sea turtle



abundance estimates. Please provide a response by *1pm Wednesday



6/2/10. *Let me know if there are any questions.



Staff from Congressman Ortiz's office recently met with a constituent



who expressed concerns over sea turtle abundance estimates,



specifically that we only use nesting beach counts which they feel



underestimates the # of turtles in the Gulf.  The constituent would



like to see aerial surveys conducted to improve our #s.  Could you



please put together some background on the current abundance



estimates, how those estimates are calculated, our methodology for



collecting the data and whether we think aerial surveys would help



(why or why not).



Additionally, the staffer referenced a draft Capps amendment that



would give $35M to NOAA for post-spill impact studies, including among



other things, impact to sea turtles.  The staffer is asking if we got



that money what studies we would do for turtles and whether this would



include aerial surveys.



Thanks,



Katie



--


Katie Nichols



Knauss Sea Grant Fellow



Congressional Affairs Specialist



Office of the Assistant Administrator



NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service



1315 East-West Highway, Room 14552



Silver Spring, MD 20910



(301) 713-2239  x 119



--


Katie Nichols



Knauss Sea Grant Fellow



Congressional Affairs Specialist



Office of the Assistant Administrator



NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service



1315 East-West Highway, Room 14552



Silver Spring, MD 20910



(301) 713-2239  x 119



Document ID: 0.7.27.7814.1







1



Questions from Congressman Ortiz regarding marine turtles



Question 1. Why do we only use nesting beach counts, which

underestimate the number of turtles in the Gulf of Mexico?



Response: Nesting counts has been the primary long-term data source for

monitoring the status and trends of turtles because nesting beaches are

persistent and reliable places to observe trends in nests which are an

indication of trends in the most important and valuable life stage of the

species, reproductive age females. Long term nesting beach monitoring

data are widely accepted in the scientific community as a reliable index

of population trends.  Nesting beach surveys are also relative easy to

conduct and inexpensive compared to in water work. However, nest

counts are not the only measure upon which NMFS relies.  NMFS and its

Partners, in particular FWS, the States, and Mexico also monitor hatchling

production and conduct in water monitoring at coastal index sites to

augment nesting beach surveys with other demographic information such

as age and sex composition of near shore populations to construct its

view of population trends.



Question 2. Can we conduct aerial surveys to improve our estimates?



Response: Yes, NMFS is aware of the limitations of nesting beach surveys.

For example they are not true measure of female abundance, they and

do not measure abundance of males or juvenile animals.  Conducting

aerial surveys could improve our estimates of sea turtle abundance and

trends by providing information on abundance and distribution of age

and sex classes that are not represented by nesting beach surverys. Aerial

and shipboard surveys could be coupled with handling of turtles in the

water to measure their age/maturity to understand their at-sea

population demography. Shipboard surveys and live capture would also

facilitate the application of satellite tags to track diving behavior. This

would be used to measure surface and underwater time of turtles to then

help estimate total abundance from the number of individuals observed

in overflights.



Question 3. What are the current abundance estimates?



Response: In the Northwest Atlantic (including the Gulf of Mexico we

estimate the follow nesting beach trends and abundance:
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Kemps ridley – The nesting population is exponentially increasing, which

may indicate a similar increase in the population as a whole. The total

number of nests recorded at Rancho Nuevo, Mexico and adjacent

beaches exceeded 20,000, which represent about 8,000 females nesting

during the 2009 nesting season. Assuming current survival rates within

each life stage remain constant the population could attain at least

10,000 nesting females in a season by 2015.



Loggerhead - A significant, overall decline in annual nest totals has been

documented for the largest recovery unit (peninsular Florida). Florida

accounts for 90% of loggerhead nesting in the U.S. Nests have declined

24% from 1989 to 2009 and 38% since1998 to 2009.



Leatherback - The annual number of leatherback nests at the Florida core

set of index beaches ranged from 27 to 615 between 1989 and 2009.

Older nesting data from other sites in the Western Atlantic Ocean (Costa

Rica, Columbia and Panama) indicate total nesting numbers an order of

magnitude above those in Florida, but that they are stable or declining,

indicating no population growth.



Green – Between 1989 and 2009, the annual number of green turtle nests

at Florida core index beaches ranged from 267 to 9091. Green turtle nests

are increasing by a factor of ten over the 21-year. Older nesting data

(1990-2005) from other sites within the Western Atlantic Ocean (Mexico,

Costa Rica, Venezuela, Suriname, and Brazil) all showed overall nesting

numbers an order of magnitude greater and with stable (Venezuela and

Brazil) or increasing populations.



Hawksbill – Nesting beach monitoring data gathered from 1987 -2007 from

a variety of locations through the Western Caribbean estimate

approximately 3000 nesting females per season and most all nesting

trends unknown or declining.



Question 4. How are these estimates calculated? What is our

methodology for collecting these data?



Response: Many sea turtle species nest on the beaches of the Gulf of

Mexico.  Loggerheads nest primarily along the west coast of Florida and

its Panhandle.  Kemp’s ridleys nest in the western Gulf, concentrated in

Tamaulipas, Mexico and into southern Texas. Green and hawksbill turtles

nest primarily in the southwest Gulf. Leatherbacks nest infrequently

throughout the Gulf.
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As beaches are monitored, in most cases the individual females are not

intercepted and counted while nesting (the exception being Kemp’s

ridleys, which nest during the day).  Thus, estimates of adult female

population sizes are based on the counts of nests laid, data on the

average number of nests laid per female per season, and data on the

average number of years separating nesting seasons by the females.



Question 7. Do we think aerial surveys would help?



Response: Yes, aerial surveys could help improve our estimates of

population trends and abundance for several species. Data from aerial

surveys and shipboard surveys, nesting beach and in-water monitoring at

index sites would provide a more thorough estimate of the trends and

abundance of turtles. But because of the complex life history of turtles at

sea, we will never have a complete estimate of their population size. We

will have measures at certain stages of their lives to determine trends and

abundance. This will be more or less complete, depending on what we

do (aerial, shipboard, nesting beach, in-water index), where we do it, and

how thoroughly we are able to conduct these assessments.



Once hatchlings leave the nesting beaches they spend time in an

oceanic stage.  In the case of Kemp’s ridleys, that stage duration is

approximately 2 years.  In the case of loggerhead turtles, that stage

duration can be more than a decade.  With the exception of

leatherbacks, which always maintain a pelagic existence, the young of

other species then recruit to the nearshore environment but thereafter

may switch between oceanic and nearshore ecosystems. Thus, nearshore

ecosystems, including bays and lagoons can provide important areas for

in-water monitoring of young turtles in small boat surveys. Seasonal

migrations must occur for temperate foraging animals.  The foraging

grounds may be distant from nesting beaches and adults can make very

long migrations between the two.



Aerial surveys over the continental shelf can provide information on the in-
water populations of animals which are large enough to see from the air. 

They represent only the proportion of the population inhabiting the shelf

regions.  Loggerheads and leatherbacks at the surface are sufficiently

large when in nearshore waters that all should be sighted during aerial

surveys over the shelf.  In contrast, a proportion of green, hawksbill, and

Kemp’s ridleys will be too small to see from the air in the nearshore waters

and may benefit from small boat monitoring. 



Sea turtle populations range far and usually are not restricted to any one

geographic region.  Furthermore, multiple stocks/recovery units can share
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foraging grounds.  Hence, it is necessary to conduct the overflights

synoptically over the full range of the species as well as conduct in-water

work to determine the stock and size composition of the in-water

populations.



To adequately assess the number of turtles in waters over the continental

shelf in the Northern Gulf of Mexico, aerial surveys should be conducted

on a seasonal basis during at least two consecutive years.  The seasonal

component of the survey would document changes both in the absolute

abundance of turtles within a given year, but also document changes in

spatial distribution associated with migratory movements or changes in

habitat features.  To assess long-term changes in population size, these

surveys should be repeated over time at intervals of 2-3 years.  As noted

above, it is critical to develop sufficient information on the dive-surface

behaviors of sea turtles by species, season, and habitat type to correct

these survey abundance estimates for the number of animals beneath

the surface. 



Complimentary tagging studies would also provide information on the

movement of animals outside of the area that could be covered during a

given aerial survey, for example these data would improve understanding

of movements off the continental shelf or into the southern Gulf of Mexico. 

While our assessment work is generally focused on U.S. waters, additional

surveys of Mexican waters in the southern portion of the Gulf would

provide a more complete picture of sea turtle abundance and spatial

distribution.



Question 7. A draft “Capps amendment” would provide $35M to NOAA

for post-spill impact studies, including impact to sea turtles.  If NOAA got

that money what studies we would do for turtles and would this include

aerial surveys?



Response: NMFS would propose to conduct and contract a number of

studies and assessments if post-spill impact funding were appropriated.

This would include:



1. Aerial and shipboard surveys of turtles at sea

2. Attachment of satellite transmitters and demographic



measurement of turtles at sea, followed by tracking;

3. In-water monitoring of coastal index sites in a network in the Gulf of



Mexico and Northwest Atlantic to monitor population

demographics and abundance;



4. Observer monitoring in commercial and recreational fisheries of

concern to assess marine turtle bycatch.
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Limited Budgetary Estimate for Post Spill Impact Studies:



We estimate that broad-scale seasonal estimates of turtle abundance

using a combination of aerial surveys, tag telemetry studies, in-water

sampling, and fisheries observer coverage of the northern Gulf of Mexico

would cost approximately $9 million



Aerial surveys - The approximate cost of four seasonal aerial surveys of the

continental shelf in the U.S. portion of the Gulf of Mexico from Texas to the

Dry Tortugas would be $1.8 million. 



Shipboard surveys and tag deployment - Deployment of an appropriate

number of tags to adequately document movements of turtles and their

dive-surface behaviors would be $2.1 million. 



In-water monitoring - In-water studies to quantify the number of smaller

turtles within estuarine and near-shore habitats would be approximately

$2.1 million.  



Fisheries observers – Observer monitoring of fisheries bycatch injury and

mortality of turtles (identified in all recovery plans as the primary threat to

their recovery) to assess the impacts on long term recovery would be

approximately $3.0 million.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Paul.Richards@noaa.gov



Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 12:29 PM



To: Lance.Garrison@noaa.gov



Cc: Chris.Sasso@noaa.gov



Subject: Re: Fwd: [Fwd: Re: Revised Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz]



Attachments: Rep_Ortiz_Sea_Turtle_Population_Q&As_6-3-10_jl_cmnt_pr1.doc; [Fwd: Re: Revised



Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz] (9.21 KB)



Lance,



Attached are my edits, if you have time let me and Chris go over it again.



paul



----- Original Message -----


From: Lance.Garrison@noaa.gov



Date: Friday, June 4, 2010 10:08 am



Subject: Fwd: [Fwd: Re: Revised Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz]



> Please review the attached ASAP to make sure we are good with it. 



> Reply to me with any edits: VERY SHORT turn-around requested.



>



> Lance
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>



Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 9:39 PM



To: Lance Garrison; Sheryan Epperly



Subject: [Fwd: Re: Revised Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz]



Attachments: Re_ Revised Response_ Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz.eml (8.02 KB)



Sorry, another version.



bjp
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov



Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 9:28 PM



To: Phil.Williams



Cc: Gustavo Rubio; Dana.Flowerlake; Bonnie Ponwith; Jim Bohnsack; David Bernhart; David



Cottingham; Barbara Schroeder; Angela Somma; Sandy MacPherson; Helen Golde; Roy



Crabtree; Buck Sutter; Katie Nichols; Tanya Dobrzynski



Subject: Re: Revised Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz



To All: Attached is a revised/edited response incorporating SEC's original draft and adding additional info



requested (turtle abundance). I have tried to incoporate suggestions from reviewers in HQ and FWS and would



welcome additional edits and corrections before this is submitted to NOAA legislative affairs.



Thanks,



Phil



-----Original Message-----


From: Dana.Flowerlake [mailto:Dana.Flowerlake@noaa.gov]



Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 4:23 PM



To: Katie Nichols



Cc: Gary Reisner; Lindsay Fullenkamp; Amy Shinn; Gustavo Rubio



Subject: Re: [Fwd: Sea turtle survey Q from Congressman Ortiz]



The funding question should be cleared by MB, but it should be drafted by



SER and PR.  Generally, they would need to say how they would spend funding



for impact studies, whether or not it would include aerial surveys.  However



MB should review to make sure its consistent with other budget



documents/statements/items NMFS has said in the past about assessing turtles



etc.



Thanks -- Dana



Katie Nichols wrote:



Good Afternoon,



I sent the question below to the SEC and PR, would MB have



information on the last question about the draft Capps ammendment



(funding question)?



Thanks,



Katie



-------- Original Message --------


Subject: Sea turtle survey Q from Congressman Ortiz



Date: Fri, 28 May 2010 15:48:29 -0400



From: Katie Nichols <Katie.Nichols@noaa.gov>



To: Jim Lecky <Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov>, Helen Golde



<Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>, David Cottingham <David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>,



Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>, Theo Brainerd



<Theo.Brainerd@noaa.gov>
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CC: Barbara Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Angela Somma



<Angela.Somma@noaa.gov>



Good Afternoon,



Please see question below from Congressman Ortiz on sea turtle



abundance estimates. Please provide a response by *1pm Wednesday



6/2/10. *Let me know if there are any questions.



Staff from Congressman Ortiz's office recently met with a constituent



who expressed concerns over sea turtle abundance estimates,



specifically that we only use nesting beach counts which they feel



underestimates the # of turtles in the Gulf.  The constituent would



like to see aerial surveys conducted to improve our #s.  Could you



please put together some background on the current abundance



estimates, how those estimates are calculated, our methodology for



collecting the data and whether we think aerial surveys would help



(why or why not).



Additionally, the staffer referenced a draft Capps amendment that



would give $35M to NOAA for post-spill impact studies, including among



other things, impact to sea turtles.  The staffer is asking if we got



that money what studies we would do for turtles and whether this would



include aerial surveys.



Thanks,



Katie



--


Katie Nichols



Knauss Sea Grant Fellow



Congressional Affairs Specialist



Office of the Assistant Administrator



NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service



1315 East-West Highway, Room 14552



Silver Spring, MD 20910



(301) 713-2239  x 119



--


Katie Nichols



Knauss Sea Grant Fellow



Congressional Affairs Specialist



Office of the Assistant Administrator



NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service



1315 East-West Highway, Room 14552



Silver Spring, MD 20910



(301) 713-2239  x 119
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Questions from Congressman Ortiz regarding marine turtles



Question 1. Why do we only use nesting beach counts, which

underestimate the number of turtles in the Gulf of Mexico?



Response: Nesting counts has been the primary long-term data source for

monitoring the status and trends of turtles because nesting beaches are

persistent and reliable places to observe trends in the number of nests

which may be an indication of trends in the most important and valuable

life stage of the species, reproductive age females. Long term nesting

beach monitoring data are the only such data available on sea turtles

and thus have become widely usedin the scientific community as anindex

of population trends.  Nesting beach surveys are also relative easy to

conduct and inexpensive compared to in water work. However, nest

counts are not the only measure upon which NMFS relies.  NMFS and its

Partners, in particular FWS, the States, and Mexico also monitor hatchling

production and conduct in water monitoring at a limited number of

coastal index sites to augment nesting beach surveys with other

demographic information such as age and sex composition of near shore

populations to construct population trends. Nesting  beach counts may

not provide a reliable indication of population trends because of variation

in the number of nests laid per female and variability in the number of

years between nesting events per female.



Question 2. Can we conduct aerial surveys to improve our estimates?



Response: Yes but aerial surveys must be done concurrently with studies

that estimate the proportion of turtles visible at the surface during the

aerial survey. Aerial survey data alone can only be used to estimate the

abundance of turtles at the surface, which is an unknown and variable

proportion of the turtles in the survey area. NMFS is aware of the

limitations of nesting beach surveys. For example they are not true

measure of female abundance, they and do not measure abundance of

males or juvenile animals.  Conducting aerial surveys in conjunction with

studies that estimate of the proportion of turtles visible at the surface

could improve our estimates of sea turtle abundance and trends by

providing information on abundance and distribution of size and sex

classes visible from aircraft that are not represented by nesting beach

surveys. Aerial and shipboard surveys could be coupled with handling of

turtles in the water to measure their size/maturity to understand their at-
sea population demography. Shipboard surveys and live capture would
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also facilitate the application of satellite tags to track diving behavior. This

would be used to measure surface and underwater time of turtles to then

help estimate total abundance from the number of individuals observed

in overflights.



Question 3. What are the current abundance estimates?



Response: In the Northwest Atlantic (including the Gulf of Mexico we

estimate the follow nesting beach trends and abundance:



Kemps ridley – The nesting population is exponentially increasing, which

may indicate a similar increase in the population as a whole. The total

number of nests recorded at Rancho Nuevo, Mexico and adjacent

beaches exceeded 20,000, which represent about 8,000 females nesting

during the 2009 nesting season. Assuming current survival rates within

each life stage remain constant the population could attain at least

10,000 nesting females in a season by 2015.



Loggerhead - An overall decline in annual nest totals has been

documented for the largest recovery unit (peninsular Florida). Florida

accounts for 90% of loggerhead nesting in the U.S. Nests have declined

24% from 1989 to 2009 and 38% since 1998 to 2009. For the Northwestern

Atlantic NMFS has estimated the number of adult females to be between

approximately 16,847 and 89,649 for years 2004 to 2008.



Leatherback - The annual number of leatherback nests at the Florida core

set of index beaches ranged from 27 to 615 between 1989 and 2009.

Older nesting data from other sites in the Western Atlantic Ocean (Costa

Rica, Columbia and Panama) indicate total nesting numbers an order of

magnitude above those in Florida, but that they are stable indicating no

population growth. NMFS estimated the global number of adult (males

and females) leatherbacks to be between 34,000 and 90,000 for years

2004 to 2005.



Green – Between 1989 and 2009, the annual number of green turtle nests

at Florida core index beaches ranged from 267 to 9091. Green turtle nests

are increasing by a factor of ten over the 21-year. Older nesting data

(1990-2005) from other sites within the Western Atlantic Ocean (Mexico,

Costa Rica, Venezuela, Suriname, and Brazil) all showed overall nesting

numbers an order of magnitude greater and with stable (Venezuela and

Brazil) or increasing populations.



Hawksbill – Nesting beach monitoring data gathered from 1987 -2007 from

a variety of locations through the Western Caribbean estimate
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approximately 3000 nesting females per season and most all nesting

trends unknown or declining.



Question 4. How are these estimates calculated? What is our

methodology for collecting these data?



Response: There are three types of estimates, the number of nests, trends

in nest counts, and the number of adults in the population. The number of

nests reported are sometimes a complete census and other times are

extrapolations based on subsamples, depending upon the sea turtles

species and region of interest. Trends in nests are based on segments of

the nest count data that are considered reliable indices of the nest counts

for the species in question. Estimates of adult female population sizes are

based on the counts of nests laid, data on the average number of nests

laid per female per season, and data on the average number of years

separating nesting seasons by the females. As beaches are monitored, in

most cases the individual females are not intercepted and counted while

nesting (the exception being Kemp’s ridleys, which nest during the day).

Estimates of the total number of adults are based on the number of adults

females and a hypothesized sex ratio.



Thus,



Question 7. Do we think aerial surveys would help?



Response: Yes, aerial surveys in conjunction with surfacing interval studies

would improve our estimates of population trends and provide

abundance for a large segment of the population for several species.

Data from aerial surveys and shipboard surveys, nesting beach and in-
water monitoring at index sites would provide a more thorough estimate

of the trends and abundance of turtles. But because of the complex life

history of turtles at sea, we will never have a complete estimate of their

population size. We will have measures at certain stages of their lives to

determine trends and abundance. This will be more or less complete,

depending on what we do (aerial, shipboard, nesting beach, in-water

index), where we do it, and how thoroughly we are able to conduct these

assessments.



Once hatchlings leave the nesting beaches they spend time in an

oceanic stage.  In the case of Kemp’s ridleys, that stage duration is

approximately 2 years.  In the case of loggerhead turtles, that stage

duration can be more than a decade.  With the exception of

leatherbacks, which always maintain a pelagic existence, the young of
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other species then recruit to the nearshore environment but thereafter

may switch between oceanic and nearshore ecosystems. Thus, nearshore

ecosystems, including bays and lagoons can provide important areas for

in-water monitoring of young turtles in small boat surveys. Seasonal

migrations must occur for temperate foraging animals.  The foraging

grounds may be distant from nesting beaches and adults can make very

long migrations between the two.



Aerial surveys over the continental shelf can provide information on the in-
water populations of animals which are large enough to see from the air. 

They represent only the proportion of the population inhabiting the shelf

regions.  Loggerheads and leatherbacks at the surface are sufficiently

large when in nearshore waters that all should be sighted during aerial

surveys over the shelf.  In contrast, a proportion of green, hawksbill, and

Kemp’s ridleys will be too small to see from the air in the nearshore waters

and may benefit from small boat monitoring. 



Sea turtle populations range far and usually are not restricted to any one

geographic region.  Furthermore, multiple stocks/recovery units can share

foraging grounds.  Hence, it is necessary to conduct the overflights

synoptically over the full range of the species as well as conduct in-water

work to determine the stock and size composition of the in-water

populations.



To adequately assess the number of turtles in waters over the continental

shelf in the Northern Gulf of Mexico, aerial surveys should be conducted

on a seasonal basis during at least two consecutive years.  The seasonal

component of the survey would document changes both in the absolute

abundance of turtles within a given year, but also document changes in

spatial distribution associated with migratory movements or changes in

habitat features.  To assess long-term changes in population size, these

surveys should be repeated over time at intervals of 2-3 years.  As noted

above, it is critical to develop sufficient information on the dive-surface

behaviors of sea turtles by species, season, and habitat type to correct

these survey abundance estimates for the number of animals beneath

the surface. 



Complimentary tagging studies would also provide information on the

movement of animals outside of the area that could be covered during a

given aerial survey, for example these data would improve understanding

of movements off the continental shelf or into the southern Gulf of Mexico. 

While our assessment work is generally focused on U.S. waters, additional

surveys of Mexican waters in the southern portion of the Gulf would
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provide a more complete picture of sea turtle abundance and spatial

distribution.



Question 7. A draft “Capps amendment” would provide $35M to NOAA

for post-spill impact studies, including impact to sea turtles.  If NOAA got

that money what studies we would do for turtles and would this include

aerial surveys?



Response: NMFS would propose to conduct and contract a number of

studies and assessments if post-spill impact funding were appropriated.

This would include:



1. Aerial and shipboard surveys of turtles at sea

2. Attachment of satellite transmitters and demographic



measurement of turtles at sea, followed by tracking;

3. In-water monitoring of coastal index sites in a network in the Gulf of



Mexico and Northwest Atlantic to monitor population

demographics and abundance;



4. Observer monitoring in commercial and recreational fisheries of

concern to assess marine turtle bycatch.



Limited Budgetary Estimate for Post Spill Impact Studies:



We estimate that broad-scale seasonal estimates of turtle abundance

using a combination of aerial surveys, tag telemetry studies, in-water

sampling, and fisheries observer coverage of the northern Gulf of Mexico

would cost approximately $9 million.



Aerial surveys - The approximate cost of four seasonal aerial surveys of the

continental shelf in the U.S. portion of the Gulf of Mexico from Texas to the

Dry Tortugas would be $1.8 million. 



Shipboard surveys and tag deployment - Deployment of an appropriate

number of tags to adequately document movements of turtles and their

dive-surface behaviors would be $2.1 million. 



In-water monitoring - In-water studies to quantify the number of smaller

turtles within estuarine and near-shore habitats would be approximately

$2.1 million.  



Fisheries observers – Observer monitoring of fisheries bycatch injury and

mortality of turtles (identified in all recovery plans as the primary threat to

their recovery) to assess the impacts on long term recovery would be

approximately $3.0 million.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Lance.Garrison@noaa.gov



Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 1:10 PM



To: Chris Sasso



Cc: Bonnie Ponwith; Paul Richards; Jim Bohnsack



Subject: Re: [Fwd: Re: Revised Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz]



Attachments: Rep_Ortiz_Sea_Turtle_Population_Q&As_6-3-10_jl_SEFSC04Jun10.doc



Attached version reflecting our updates.  I think we are good with this.  Lance



----- Original Message -----


From: Chris Sasso <Chris.Sasso@noaa.gov>



Date: Friday, June 4, 2010 12:29 pm



Subject: Re: [Fwd: Re: Revised Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz]



To: Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>



Cc: Lance Garrison <Lance.Garrison@noaa.gov>, Paul Richards <Paul.Richards@noaa.gov>, Jim Bohnsack



<Jim.Bohnsack@noaa.gov>



> We are working on it right now and will have a revision shortly.



>



> Bonnie Ponwith wrote:



> > All -


> >



> > Have you had a chance to look this over?  The question is if you can



>



> > live with these edits or if any salient points have been lost.



> > bjp



> >



> > --------------------------------------------------------------------


> > ----


> >



> > Subject:



> > Re: Revised Response: Sea turtle survey Q&A from Congressman Ortiz



> > From:



> > Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov



> > Date:



> > Thu, 03 Jun 2010 21:28:08 -0400



> > To:



> > "Phil.Williams" <Phil.Williams@noaa.gov>



> >



> > To:



> > "Phil.Williams" <Phil.Williams@noaa.gov>



> > CC:



> > Gustavo Rubio <Gustavo.Rubio@oakmgmt.com>, "Dana.Flowerlake"



> > <Dana.Flowerlake@noaa.gov>, Bonnie Ponwith



> <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>,



> > Jim Bohnsack <Jim.Bohnsack@noaa.gov>, David Bernhart



> > <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>, David Cottingham
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> > <David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>, Barbara Schroeder



> > <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Angela Somma <Angela.Somma@noaa.gov>,



>



> > Sandy MacPherson <Sandy_MacPherson@fws.gov>, Helen Golde



> > <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>, Roy Crabtree <Roy.Crabtree@noaa.gov>, Buck



> > Sutter <Buck.Sutter@noaa.gov>, Katie Nichols



> <Katie.Nichols@noaa.gov>,



> > Tanya Dobrzynski <Tanya.Dobrzynski@noaa.gov>



> >



> >



> > Phil, I thought the response to question 1 was little confusing.



> Also



> > I think we should fess up to the fact that nesting beach data is our



>



> > primary data source. I tried to draft a simpler and more direct



> answer



> > that recognizes that we use mostly nesting beach surveys but that



> they



> > are supplemented with other info. For question two. I moved the part



>



> > of your response to question one that dealt with the limitations on



>



> > the utility of nesting beach surveys to the response to question 2



> so



> > that we say - yes we recognize the limitations of nesting beach



> > surveys and aerial surveys would improve estimates.  The rest of the



>



> > answers look good.  Hope this helps. Thanks JL.



> >



> > --------------------------------------------------------------------


> > ----


> >



> > To All: Attached is a revised/edited response incorporating SEC's



> > original draft and adding additional info requested (turtle



> > abundance). I have tried to incoporate suggestions from reviewers in



>



> > HQ and FWS and would welcome additional edits and corrections before



>



> > this is submitted to NOAA legislative affairs.



> >



> > Thanks,



> >



> > Phil



> >



> >



> >



> >> -----Original Message-----


> >> From: Dana.Flowerlake [



> >> Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 4:23 PM



> >> To: Katie Nichols



> >> Cc: Gary Reisner; Lindsay Fullenkamp; Amy Shinn; Gustavo Rubio



> >> Subject: Re: [Fwd: Sea turtle survey Q from Congressman Ortiz]
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> >>



> >> The funding question should be cleared by MB, but it should be



> drafted by



> >> SER and PR.  Generally, they would need to say how they would spend



> funding



> >> for impact studies, whether or not it would include aerial surveys.



>  However



> >> MB should review to make sure its consistent with other budget



> >> documents/statements/items NMFS has said in the past about



> assessing turtles



> >> etc.



> >>



> >> Thanks -- Dana



> >>



> >> Katie Nichols wrote:



> >>  



> >>> Good Afternoon,



> >>>   I sent the question below to the SEC and PR, would MB have



> >>> information on the last question about the draft Capps ammendment



>



> >>> (funding question)?



> >>>



> >>> Thanks,



> >>>   Katie



> >>>



> >>> -------- Original Message --------


> >>> Subject: Sea turtle survey Q from Congressman Ortiz



> >>> Date: Fri, 28 May 2010 15:48:29 -0400



> >>> From: Katie Nichols <Katie.Nichols@noaa.gov>



> >>> To: Jim Lecky <Jim.Lecky@noaa.gov>, Helen Golde



> >>> <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>, David Cottingham



> <David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>,



> >>> Bonnie Ponwith <Bonnie.Ponwith@noaa.gov>, Theo Brainerd



> >>> <Theo.Brainerd@noaa.gov>



> >>> CC: Barbara Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Angela Somma



>



> >>> <Angela.Somma@noaa.gov>



> >>>



> >>>



> >>>



> >>> Good Afternoon,



> >>>   Please see question below from Congressman Ortiz on sea turtle



> >>> abundance estimates. Please provide a response by *1pm Wednesday



> >>> 6/2/10. *Let me know if there are any questions.



> >>>



> >>> Staff from Congressman Ortiz's office recently met with a



> constituent



> >>> who expressed concerns over sea turtle abundance estimates,



> >>> specifically that we only use nesting beach counts which they feel



>



> >>> underestimates the # of turtles in the Gulf.  The constituent



> would
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> >>> like to see aerial surveys conducted to improve our #s.  Could you



>



> >>> please put together some background on the current abundance



> >>> estimates, how those estimates are calculated, our methodology for



>



> >>> collecting the data and whether we think aerial surveys would help



>



> >>> (why or why not).



> >>>



> >>> Additionally, the staffer referenced a draft Capps amendment that



>



> >>> would give $35M to NOAA for post-spill impact studies, including



> among



> >>> other things, impact to sea turtles.  The staffer is asking if we



> got



> >>> that money what studies we would do for turtles and whether this



> would



> >>> include aerial surveys.



> >>>



> >>> Thanks,



> >>>   Katie



> >>> --


> >>> Katie Nichols



> >>> Knauss Sea Grant Fellow



> >>> Congressional Affairs Specialist



> >>> Office of the Assistant Administrator NOAA's National Marine



> >>> Fisheries Service



> >>> 1315 East-West Highway, Room 14552 Silver Spring, MD 20910



> >>> (301) 713-2239  x 119



> >>>



> >>> --


> >>> Katie Nichols



> >>> Knauss Sea Grant Fellow



> >>> Congressional Affairs Specialist



> >>> Office of the Assistant Administrator NOAA's National Marine



> >>> Fisheries Service



> >>> 1315 East-West Highway, Room 14552 Silver Spring, MD 20910



> >>> (301) 713-2239  x 119



> >>>    



> >>



> >>  



>



> --


> Christopher R. Sasso, Ph.D.



> National Marine Fisheries Service



> Southeast Fisheries Science Center



> 75 Virginia Beach Drive



> Miami, FL 33149



>



> phone: 305-361-4279



> fax: 305-361-4478



>
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Questions from Congressman Ortiz regarding marine turtles



Question 1. Why do we only use nesting beach counts, which

underestimate the number of turtles in the Gulf of Mexico?



Response: Nesting counts has been the primary long-term data source for

monitoring the status and trends of turtles because nesting beaches are

persistent and reliable places to observe trends in the number of nests

which may beare an indication of trends in the most important and

valuable life stage of the species, reproductive age females.  Long term

nesting beach monitoring data are the only such data available on sea

turtles and thus have becomeare widely used accepted in the scientific

community as an reliable index of population trends.  Nesting beach

surveys are also relative easy to conduct and inexpensive compared to in

water work.  However, nest counts are not the only measure upon which

NMFS Therelies.  NMFS and its Partners, in particular FWS, the States, and

Mexico also monitor hatchling production and conduct in water

monitoring at a limited number of coastal index sites to augment nesting

beach surveys with other demographic information such as age and sex

composition of near shore populations to construct its view of population

trends.  Nesting  beach counts may not provide a reliable indication of

population trends because of variation in the number of nests laid per

female and variability in the number of years between nesting events per

female. National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) does not use only

nesting beach counts (of nests and hatchlings) to measure sea turtle

abundance and population trends. In addition, both NMFS, States, other

nations and university-affiliated scientists conduct in-water monitoring of

turtles at coastal index sites to measure trends, abundance and

demographic parameters (e.g. sex, maturity, size, health).



The greatest effort has been in comprehensive female nesting and

hatchling population monitoring led by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

(FWS) and its partners, including NMFS (in Mexico) and Mexico to monitor.

Nesting beach monitoring is used because it is a consistent and reliable

location to monitor trends and abundance of nesting females and

hatchlings.



Nesting beach indices do not provide information on the many year

classes of immature animals and do not provide complete insight into

future recruitment. However, counting nests is an important index of the

size of the most important, ecologically valuable life stage of the species

(mature nesting female). Monitoring hatchling production is an indicator

of potential recruitment to the adult population. Neither is intended to be
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a measure of total population size because adult females constitute but a

small part of a population and most hatchlings perish before reaching

maturity. However, this has been the primary, long term data source for

directly evaluating status and trends of turtles and is widely accepted by

the scientific community.



Question 2. Can we conduct aerial surveys to improve our estimates?



Response: Yes but aerial surveys must be done concurrently with studies

that estimate the proportion of turtles visible at the surface during the

aerial survey. Aerial survey data alone can only be used to estimate the

abundance of turtles at the surface, which is an unknown and variable

proportion of the turtles in the survey area. , NMFS is aware of the

limitations of nesting beach surveys. For example they are not true

measure of female abundance, they and do not measure abundance of

males or juvenile animals.  cConducting aerial surveys in conjunction with

studies that estimate of the proportion of turtles visible at the surface

could improve our estimates of sea turtle abundance and trends by

providing information on abundance and distribution of sizeage and sex

classes visible from aircraft that are not represented by nesting beach

surveryssurveys. Aerial and shipboard surveys could be coupled with

handling of turtles in the water to measure their agesize/maturity to

understand their at-sea population demography.  Shipboard surveys and

live capture would also facilitate the application of satellite tags to track

diving behavior. This would be used to measure surface and underwater

time of turtles to then help estimate total abundance from the number of

individuals observed in overflights.



Question 3. What are the current abundance estimates?



Response: In the Northwest Atlantic (including the Gulf of Mexico we

estimate the follow nesting beach trends and abundance:



Kemps ridley – The nesting population is exponentially increasing, which

may indicate a similar increase in the population as a whole. The total

number of nests recorded at Rancho Nuevo, Mexico and adjacent

beaches exceeded 20,000, which represent about 8,000 females nesting

during the 2009 nesting season. Assuming current survival rates within

each life stage remain constant the population could attain at least

10,000 nesting females in a season by 2015.



Loggerhead - An significant, overall decline in annual nest totals has been

documented for the largest recovery unit (peninsular Florida).  Florida

accounts for 90% of loggerhead nesting in the U.S. Nests have declined
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24% from 1989 to 2009 and 38% since 1998 to 2009.  For the Northwestern

Atlantic NMFS has estimated the number of adult females to be between

approximately 16,847 and 89,649 annually for years 2004 to 2008.



Leatherback - The annual number of leatherback nests at the Florida core

set of index beaches ranged from 27 to 615 between 1989 and 2009.

Older nesting data from other sites in the Western Atlantic Ocean (Costa

Rica, Columbia and Panama) indicate total nesting numbers an order of

magnitude above those in Florida, but that they are stable or declining,

indicating no population growth. NMFS estimated the global number of

adult (males and females) leatherbacks to be between 34,000 and 90,000

annually for years 2004 to 2005.



Green – Between 1989 and 2009, the annual number of green turtle nests

at Florida core index beaches ranged from 267 to 9091. Green turtle nests

are increasing by a factor of ten over the 21-year. Older nesting data

(1990-2005) from other sites within the Western Atlantic Ocean (Mexico,

Costa Rica, Venezuela, Suriname, and Brazil) all showed overall nesting

numbers an order of magnitude greater and with stable (Venezuela and

Brazil) or increasing populations.



Hawksbill – Nesting beach monitoring data gathered from 1987 -2007 from

a variety of locations through the Western Caribbean estimate

approximately 3000 nesting females per season and most all nesting

trends unknown or declining.



Question 4. How are these estimates calculated? What is our

methodology for collecting these data?



Response: There are three types of estimates, the number of nests, trends

in nest counts, and the number of adults in the population. The number of

nests reported are sometimes a complete census and other times are

extrapolations based on subsamples, depending upon the sea turtles

species and region of interest. Trends in nests are based on segments of

the nest count data that are considered reliable indices of the nest counts

for the species in question. Estimates of adult female population sizes are

based on the counts of nests laid, data on the average number of nests

laid per female per season, and data on the average number of years

separating nesting seasons by the females. As beaches are monitored, in

most cases the individual females are not intercepted and counted while

nesting (the exception being Kemp’s ridleys, which nest during the day).

Estimates of the total number of adults are based on the number of adults

females and a hypothesized sex ratio.
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Many sea turtle species nest on the beaches of the Gulf of Mexico.

Loggerheads nest primarily along the west coast of Florida and its

Panhandle.  Kemp’s ridleys nest in the western Gulf, concentrated in

Tamaulipas, Mexico and into southern Texas. Green and hawksbill turtles

nest primarily in the southwest Gulf. Leatherbacks nest infrequently

throughout the Gulf.



As beaches are monitored, in most cases the individual females are not

intercepted and counted while nesting (the exception being Kemp’s

ridleys, which nest during the day). Thus, estimates of adult female

population sizes are based on the counts of nests laid, data on the

average number of nests laid per female per season, and data on the

average number of years separating nesting seasons by the females.



Question 7. Do we think aerial surveys would help?



Response: Yes, aerial surveys in conjunction with surfacing interval studies

would could help improve our estimates of population trends and provide

abundance for a large segment of the population for several species.

Data from aerial surveys and shipboard surveys, nesting beach and in-

water monitoring at index sites would provide a more thorough estimate

of the trends and abundance of turtles. But because of the complex life

history of turtles at sea, we will never have a complete estimate of their

population size. We will have measures at certain stages of their lives to

determine trends and abundance. This will be more or less complete,

depending on what we do (aerial, shipboard, nesting beach, in-water

index), where we do it, and how thoroughly we are able to conduct these

assessments.



Once hatchlings leave the nesting beaches they spend time in an

oceanic stage.  In the case of Kemp’s ridleys, that stage duration is

approximately 2 years.  In the case of loggerhead turtles, that stage

duration can be more than a decade.  With the exception of

leatherbacks, which always maintain a pelagic existence, the young of

other species then recruit to the nearshore environment but thereafter

may switch between oceanic and nearshore ecosystems. Thus, nearshore

ecosystems, including bays and lagoons can provide important areas for

in-water monitoring of young turtles in small boat surveys. Seasonal

migrations must occur for temperate foraging animals.  The foraging

grounds may be distant from nesting beaches and adults can make very

long migrations between the two.



Aerial surveys over the continental shelf can provide information on the in-

water populations of animals which are large enough to see from the air. 
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They represent only the proportion of the population inhabiting the shelf

regions.  Loggerheads and leatherbacks at the surface are sufficiently

large when in nearshore waters that all should be sighted during aerial

surveys over the shelf.  In contrast, a proportion of green, hawksbill, and

Kemp’s ridleys will be too small to see from the air in the nearshore waters

and may benefit from small boat monitoring.



Sea turtle populations range far and usually are not restricted to any one

geographic region.  Furthermore, multiple stocks/recovery units can share

foraging grounds.  Hence, it is necessary to conduct the overflights

synoptically over the full range of the species as well as conduct in-water

work to determine the stock and size composition of the in-water

populations.



To adequately assess the number of turtles in waters over the continental

shelf in the Northern Gulf of Mexico, aerial surveys should be conducted

on a seasonal basis during at least two consecutive years.  The seasonal

component of the survey would document changes both in the absolute

abundance of turtles within a given year, but also document changes in

spatial distribution associated with migratory movements or changes in

habitat features.  To assess long-term changes in population size, these

surveys should be repeated over time at intervals of 2-3 years.  As noted

above, it is critical to develop sufficient information on the dive-surface

behaviors of sea turtles by species, season, and habitat type to correct

these survey abundance estimates for the number of animals beneath

the surface.



Complimentary tagging studies would also provide information on the

movement of animals outside of the area that could be covered during a

given aerial survey, for example these data would improve understanding

of movements off the continental shelf or into the southern Gulf of Mexico.

While our assessment work is generally focused on U.S. waters, additional

surveys of Mexican waters in the southern portion of the Gulf would

provide a more complete picture of sea turtle abundance and spatial

distribution.



Question 7. A draft “Capps amendment” would provide $35M to NOAA

for post-spill impact studies, including impact to sea turtles.  If NOAA got

that money what studies we would do for turtles and would this include

aerial surveys?



Response: NMFS would propose to conduct and contract a number of

studies and assessments if post-spill impact funding were appropriated.

This would include:
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1. Aerial and shipboard surveys of turtles at sea

2. Attachment of satellite transmitters and demographic



measurement of turtles at sea, followed by tracking;

3. In-water monitoring of coastal index sites in a network in the Gulf of



Mexico and Northwest Atlantic to monitor population

demographics and abundance;



4. Observer monitoring in commercial and recreational fisheries of

concern to assess marine turtle bycatch.



Limited Budgetary Estimate for Post Spill Impact Studies:



We estimate that broad-scale seasonal estimates of turtle abundance

using a combination of aerial surveys, tag telemetry studies, in-water

sampling, and fisheries observer coverage of the northern Gulf of Mexico

would cost approximately $9 million.



Aerial surveys - The approximate cost of four seasonal aerial surveys of the

continental shelf in the U.S. portion of the Gulf of Mexico from Texas to the

Dry Tortugas would be $1.8 million.



Shipboard surveys and tag deployment - Deployment of an appropriate

number of tags to adequately document movements of turtles and their

dive-surface behaviors would be $2.1 million.



In-water monitoring - In-water studies to quantify the number of smaller

turtles within estuarine and near-shore habitats would be approximately

$2.1 million.



Fisheries observers – Observer monitoring of fisheries bycatch injury and

mortality of turtles (identified in all recovery plans as the primary threat to

their recovery) to assess the impacts on long term recovery would be

approximately $3.0 million.



Document ID: 0.7.27.7820.1







1



Microsoft Outlook



From: Simeon Hahn <Simeon.Hahn@noaa.gov>



Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 2:15 PM



To: Simeon Hahn; Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS; Brian Stacy; Blair Witherington;



Barbara.Schroeder; Kreitinger, Joseph P ERDC-EL-MS; andy landry; Michael Ziccardi;



Tony Palagyi; atoline@entrix.com; Sheryan Epperly; sandy macpherson; Anne Marie



Lauritsen; Meylan, Anne; Paul Richards; Alexis Gutierrez; Kyle Baker;



Sheila.O'Brien@noaa.gov; Daphne Macfarlan; Eric Ruder; Tasha Metz



Subject: Re: NRDA turtle workplan comments



Attachments: Blair cmts In Water Sea Turtles Capture Telemetry Toxicity 26 May 2010.docx;



Simeon_Hahn.vcf



included the incorrect file for Blair's comments. resending.



Simeon



Simeon Hahn wrote:



> provided by Blair and Barbara



>



> Simeon
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Regional Resource Coordinator

Assessment and Restoration Division

NOAA Office of Response and Restoration



1650 arch Street

Philadelphia, PA   19103-2029



215-814-5419        ( Work  )

215-814-3015        ( Fax  )

206-617-5438        ( Cell  )



simeon.hahn@noaa.gov        ( Internet  )
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NRDA At-sea Response for Sea Turtles associated with the



Mississippi Canyon 252 Incident: Recovery, Rescue, and



Quantitative Impact Assessment of In-water Sea Turtles within



Spill Areas



BACKGROUND



Five sea turtle species are known to inhabit the Gulf of Mexico region potentially



impacted by the Mississippi Canyon 252 (MC 252) incident: leatherback turtles



(Dermochelys coriacea), loggerhead sea turtles (Caretta caretta), green turtles (Chelonia



mydas), Kemp’s ridleys (Lepidochelys kempii), and hawksbill turtles (Eretmochelys



imbricata). On 28 April, the NOAA Southeast Fisheries Science Center initiated a series



of aerial surveys to assess the marine mammal and sea turtle species occurring within



areas likely to be affected by oil from the MC 252 incident.  The aerial survey data



collected to date has demonstrated the presence of loggerhead, Kemp’s ridley, and



leatherback sea turtles.



This proposal is to provide complementary support to the ongoing aerial and on-shore



surveys by conducting at-sea recovery, rescue, and quantitative impact assessments for



sea turtles associated with the MC 252 incident. The activities addressed by this proposal



include: sargassum surveys, trawl vessel surveys, entanglement netting surveys,



biotelemetry monitoring, assessments for chemical biomarkers of hydrocarbon exposure,



and toxicological assessments.  Figure 1 provides hypothesized spatiotemporal scales for



direct and long-term effects from potential oil spill damage to sea turtle life stages



following the MC 252 incident. Figure 1 also designates the sea turtle life stages targeted



for sampling and evaluation by study components of this NRDA proposal. The study



components of this proposal currently focus on the immediate spill impacted areas that



are immediately west, south, and east of the Mississippi River Delta (primarily Louisiana



and Mississippi) and some locations along Alabama and the Florida Panhandle.  The



geographic scope of this proposal may need to later be expanded to include downstream



impacted areas to potentially include areas along Texas and both coasts of Florida.



Figure 1 provides general descriptions of relative abundance for sea turtle species and life



stages for each of these geographic regions.  Species and life stage composition varies



across each of these geographic regions which may influence the sampling methods



implemented within each region.
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Figure 1.  Hypothesized Spatiotemporal Scales for Potential Oil Spill Damage to Sea



Turtle Life Stages following the Mississippi Canyon 252 Incident



Sea Turtle Life



Stages/Species



Immediate Spill



Impacted Areas



Downstream Impacted Areas



(Gulf Loop Current & Related Circulations)



West, South, & East



of the MS River Delta



(including Alabama &



Florida Panhandle)



Texas Coastal Waters



South Texas Beaches



West Florida Shelf



Florida Gulf Coast



Florida Keys Waters



Florida Current



Atlantic Coast –



Nesting Beaches



Relative

Abundance



Direct

Effects



Longterm

Effect



Relative

Abundance



Direct

Effects



Longterm

Effect



Relative

Abundance



Direct

Effects



Longterm

Effect



Nests/eggs Cc – C



Cm – U



LK - U



1* V  2*



Cc – U

LK – C/U 1* V  2*



Cc – A/F



Cm – C



LK - U



1* V  2*



Hatchlings (frenzy



stage, leaving nests,



swimming from



beach), through



October/November



Cc – C



Cm – U



LK - U



Cat/S V  3* Cc – U

LK – C/U



Cat/S V  3* Cc – A/F



Cm – C



LK - U



Cat/S V  3*



Post-hatchling,



young-of-year,



through December



Cc – F



Cm – U



LK - U



Cat/S V  3* Cc – U



LK - C



Cat/S V  3* Cc – F



Cm – F



LK - U



Cat/S V  3*



Pelagic Juveniles Lk – F



Cm – F



Cc – U



Ei - U



S V  3* Lk – F



Cm – U



Cc – F



Ei - U



S V  3* Lk – U



Cm - F/C



Cc – F



Ei - U



S V  3*



Neritic/Benthic



(large juvenile



subadult, adult)



Lk - F/C



Cm- C



Cc - F/C



S V  3* Lk – F/C



Cm- C



Cc – F/C



S V  3* Lk – C



Cm- F/C



Cc – F/C



S V  3*



Copulating adult Cc



(peak through May) Cc - U S V  3* Cc - U S V  3* Cc - C/U S V  3*



Female adults in 



inter-nesting habitat



nearshore, peak



through August/Sept



Cc – C



Cm - U



S V  3* Cc - U S V  3* A / C



Cm–C/U



S V  3*



Pelagic – Dc



(Oceanic foraging) Dc - F S / M V  3* Dc – F/C S V  3* Dc - F S / M V  3*



Red highlight indicates sea turtle life stages and oil spill impacts addressed by NRDA proposal.



Direct effects = acute, physical and chemical effects from oil, mousse, and liquid tar;



effects include mortality.



Long-term effects = effects from contact and ingestion of petroleum and dispersants,



effects from petroleum and dispersant compounds in dies species.



Relative Abundance Scale: A-abundant; F-frequent; C-Common; U-Uncommon



Effects Magnitude Scale: Cat-catastrophic; S-severe; M-moderate; m-mild; V-variable



Species:  Lk = Kemp’s ridley (Lepidochely kempii); Cm = green (Chelonia myda);



Cc = loggerhead (Caretta caretta); Ei = Hawksbil (Eretmochelys imbricatal;



Dc = Leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea)
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1* - Nests on Alabama and Florida Panhandle beaches, Texas (principally ridleys, uncommon) and Florida



(5 species, uncommon to abundant) beaches (unknown direct effects, hypothesized mild to severe effects



from petroleum removal efforts, effects hypothesized to be dependent upon nest identification and



protection)



2* - Eggs (unknown effects on hatching rates and hatchling fitness, effects hypothesized to be variable)



3* - Pelagic juveniles (4 species), post-hatchlings (principally loggerheads and green turtles),



neritic/benthic stage (including adults) loggerheads and ridleys; hawksbills, pelagic leatherbacks - (contact



and ingestion effects hypothesized to be highly likely, unknown effects; diet species hypothesized to carry



toxicants; hypothesized changes in prey abundance; overall effects hypothesized to be variable).



METHODS



Sargassum Surveys



Purpose/Objectives:



This proposal is to provide at-sea recovery, rescue, and quantitative impact assessments



for sea turtles of five species known to inhabit the region: leatherback turtles



(Dermochelys coriacea), loggerhead sea turtles (Caretta caretta), green turtles (Chelonia



mydas), Kemp’s ridleys (Lepidochelys kempii), and hawksbill turtles (Eretmochelys



imbricata). Habitats include drifting pelagic Sargassum, other pelagic drift habitat, and



additional surface waters in the expanding spill area.



Needs for action on rescue and recovery are immediate. The spill region is known to



contain juvenile, pelagic-stage sea turtles of four species (FWC 2008). These turtles are



25 cm in carapace length or smaller and are not visible from aircraft. These turtles have a



close association with pelagic Sargassum mats, spend the vast majority of their time at



the surface, and are highly vulnerable to surface petroleum due to their size and



oceanographic distribution (within frontal zones). Larger sea turtles have been observed



from synoptic aerial surveys in the spill area. These turtles are also vulnerable. The lack



of oiled sea turtles recovered to date is a reflection of a lack of recovery and rescue



efforts for sea turtles.



The proposed work is guided by the hypothesis that 1) sea turtles of five species and



multiple life stages are extant within the spill area and its expanding margins, and 2)



these turtles are highly vulnerable to petroleum. There is strong evidence for the



hypothesis, but empirical data associated with the current event are lacking. Also lacking



are efforts to recover dead animals at sea and to rescue live sea turtles. Our proposed



objectives are to conduct vessel-based searches for sea turtles in the water, to measure



search effort and distance from transect for relative abundance estimates, to recover dead



turtles, and to rescue live turtles. All assessments of turtle interaction with petroleum



would be made from specimens collected at sea and examined in conjunction with other



studies. Specimens, tissue samples, swabs, and recorded images would be made widely

available to other researchers, with targeted attention to initial necropsy under programs



currently underway by NOAA Fisheries. The proposed action would begin immediately



and extend for 50 days. A principal objective of the monitoring proposed is to provide
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quantified estimates of abundance that could be scaled to affected areas. Rescue actions



associated with the proposed actions would apply directly to reduction of injuries



associated with the spill incident.



Methods and Data Collection:  Searches would be conducted using trained observers



aboard 2-4 chartered vessels guided in their search by real-time information from



chartered aerial surveys. Observers in survey aircraft would be asked to transmit position



information on target locations within the spill area. These target locations would include



locations with 1) visible lines of convergence containing floating Sargassum or 2) visible



turtles at the water’s surface. During the entire cruise of each vessel, tracks would be



recorded using GPS. These tracks would be the basis for estimations of search area.



Additional dimensions to the search area would come from measured distances from



transect (course line) of observed turtles, modeled to provide estimates of detectability



and density.



All observed dead turtles would be collected and placed on ice for transport. Any turtle



adjacent to petroleum would be captured using long-handled dip nets and hoop nets. Any



turtle judged to be in distress would be similarly captured. Turtles judged to be in need of



veterinary aid would be brought to shore. A release plan for healthy turtles would be



made with input from Florida FWC, NOAA Fisheries, and veterinary staff currently



working in conjunction with spill-response efforts. Overnight search efforts and holding



of live turtles would take place only when distance from shore dictates that such an



extended cruise would be the best course of action, with input from the vessel captain and



veterinary staff. Turtles that are vigorous and not within oiled habitat will be captured,



measured, and examined. Examinations will include an esophageal lavage, followed by



collection of feces, taking avantage of the gastrocolic response. Diet items will be



identified and suspect petroleum will be sampled.



Workers on search vessels would maintain contact with chartered aerial survey observers,



shore veterinary staff, and other incident decision makers. Communication would be by



satellite phone.



Data collection would be modified to conform with coordinated data collection and



management designed by trustee agencies. For example, the proposed vessel surveys



would serve as ground-truth observations to supplement aerial survey observations and



estimates of detectability for sea turtles.



This work is similar to ongoing studies in shelf waters of the Gulf of Mexico and western



Gulf Stream. The proposed work would expand this work into the wider northern Gulf,



and into Gulf Loop Current waters. Additional sampling would allow narrower



confidence limits to density estimates within Sargassum habitat. Extrapolations of harm



to pelagic juvenile sea turtles to the wider Gulf and Atlantic would come from 1)



modeled densities of turtles in Sargassum habitat, 2) estimates of Sargassum habitat area



(Gower et al 2006), 3) dispersal of oil from the MC 252 incident, 4) degree of oiling of



captured turtles, and 5) veterinary and toxilogical assessment of what would have been



the fate of captured turtles.
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Proposing Agencies and Lead Investigators:



Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission



Fish and Wildlife Research Institute



Blair Witherington, 727-224-3020; witherington@cfl.rr.com and



blair.witherington@myFWC.com



Reference:



Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC). 2008. Pelagic Neonate and



Juvenile Sea Turtles in Gulf and Atlantic Surface Waters Off Florida: Distribution,



Densities, Threats, Habitat Descriptions, and Behavior. A Final Programmatic Report



Submitted to the National Marine Fisheries Service for the funded project



NA06NMF4720031. 71 pp.



Gower, J.F.R., C. Hu, G.A. Borstad and S. King, 2006, Ocean color satellites show



extensive lines of floating Sargassum in the Gulf of Mexico, IEEE Transactions on



Geoscience and Remote Sensing, 44, 3619-3625.



Trawl Vessels Surveys



Purpose/Objectives:



Large-mesh trawl surveys conducted within offshore spill zones will be guided by



hypotheses and research objectives similar to and complementing those described for



Sargassum surveys, but with the intent to provide data on larger juvenile (>25 cm



carapace length), subadult and adult life stages of the five species vulnerable to petroleum



within the spill area and to do so throughout the water column. Integration of trawl



surveys into search and rescue operations will expand the recovery of dead, sea turtles



and rescue of live cohorts within spill zones, thus providing an additional capture option



facilitating collection of tissue samples from a wider array of life history stages



prerequisite to impact assessment. Like that for Sargassum surveys used in recovery and



rescue operations, trawling effort and associated sea turtle collection will be quantified so



as to determine species composition, life history stage and relative abundance of animals



that are impacted.



Trawling effort, based on modifications of the USACE’s sea turtle relocation program for 



dredging operations, will be used to assess population structure of sea turtle assemblages



within oil impacted and non-impacted areas, with a primary focus on quantifying impact



to neritic/demersal life history stages. This effort will complement that for pelagic-stage



cohorts characterized during Sargassum surveys. Turtles captured by bottom trawling



efforts will be candidates for satellite telemetry operations used for sea turtle behavioral



assessments of oil spill-related impacts.[B1]



Methods and Data Collection:



Trawling protocol to capture turtles (dead and alive) will use modified approaches to the



USACE sea turtle relocation program and concentrate on both surface (search and rescue



operations), water column and demersal sampling (neritic population assessments).



Large-mesh (8-inch (20.3 cm) stretch mesh) trawls, towed along transects guided by
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aerial surveys and/or in association with Sargassum surveys, will be used to capture



larger juvenile through adult life history stages of sea turtles.



Integration of trawling efforts into recovery and rescue operations will require that nets,



otter doors and bridle equipment be modified to enable surface and mid-water tows.



Daytime trawl tows will be conducted alongside convergence zones in which oil and



floatsum (Sargassum and other drift line materials) are concentrated as well as where



aerial surveys have observed turtles on or near the surface. These tows will be of short



duration (<30 minutes) to lessen the risk of debris- and drowning-related mortality to live



sea turtles as well as reduce the volume of incidentally-caught debris and its impact on



trawl capture efficiency and turtles within the trawl. GPS-facilitated plots of



transects/track lines within which trawls are towed will enable quantification of rescue



and recovery areas as well as population estimates of impacted turtles. Trawl operations



targeting sea turtle recovery and rescue will be scheduled to coincide with Sargassum



surveys and involve a minimum of two vessels conducting these tows for up to 30 days.



Observers placed aboard recovery and rescue vessels involved in surface and near-


surface trawling operations will follow at-sea protocols outlined in the Sargassum survey



section that pertain to the processing and tissue sampling of dead turtles as well as the



handling, holding, sampling and eventual transfer (to shore-based rehab facility) of live



turtles. On-board tissue sampling protocol and data collection activities deployed by



observers will be those mandated by contaminant personnel and regulatory agencies.



Modified dredge relocation trawling techniques deployed along Gulf bottoms of oil



impacted and non-impacted zones will be a primary means of capturing neritic life stages



of sea turtles, particularly loggerheads and Kemp's ridleys. The goal of this sampling



protocol is to provide sufficient sampling effort within impacted and non-impacted areas



to adequately characterize species composition, relative abundance and size/age structure



of sea turtle assemblages (particularly loggerhead and ridley life stages recruiting to



nearshore, neritic foraging grounds) at risk to contamination. Data from the USACE’s sea



turtle relocation program documents the effectiveness in capturing neritic stage



individuals. Capture totals from USACE trawling efforts between the middle Texas



coast to the mouth of the Mississippi reveal loggerheads and ridleys dominate catch



statistics. The spatial scope across which this methodology is deployed will be much



larger than that of recovery and rescue operations. Bottom trawl tows will be deployed



along transects within nearshore and offshore areas where oil as well as lack of oil have



been documented. There are a sufficient number of areas across the Gulf, including those



near and offshore of tidal passes where these two crab-eating species will be foraging at



risk of oil contamination, in which bottom trawling efforts can provide opportunities for



impact assessment on these  two species as well as others.



Eight vessels equipped with large-mesh (8-inch (20.3 cm) stretched mesh), bottom-


fishing trawls will be deployed within oil-laden zones (4 vessels) and oil-free control



areas east (2 vessels) and west (2 vessels) of oil-laden zones. Trawls will be towed along



transects established within the aforementioned impact and control zones. GPS-facilitated



plots of tow tracks will be used to quantify trawling effort and produce catch-per-unit



effort data prerequisite to impact assessment. Tows will be of short duration (< 30
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minutes) to negate the possibility of injury and death to sea turtles and reduce clogging



the net with debris.



The aforementioned trawling effort will be conducted during four sampling periods that



include spring/summer 2010, summer/fall 2010, spring/summer 2011, and spring/fall



2011. These sampling periods coincide with peak sea turtle activity, especially that



involving offshore to nearshore movements (at least in the western Gulf) and highest



potential for sea turtles to undertake foraging migrations into oil contaminated areas.



Sampling across these seasons and years will enable contaminant analysis assessing both



acute and chronic contaminant exposure and uptake.



Observers onboard trawlers will follow handling, care and transport protocols (discussed



in Sargassum Survey section) for dead and live (oiled and non-oiled) turtles as well as



conduct tissue sampling activities mandated by the contaminant group assigned to this



project. Quantitative data documenting sampling effort and sea turtle community



dynamics plus population structure and relative abundance will be taken according to



NOAA collection priorities and protocols. In doing so, all captured sea turtles will be



measured for straight and curved carapace length (SCL and CCL; cm) and examined for



oil, injuries, abnormalities, flipper tags/scars and PIT tag evidence of recapture.



Releasable, untagged individuals will receive an inconel style 681 tag issued by the



NMFS SEFSC-Miami affixed to the trailing edge of each front flipper and a PIT tag



embedded under the dorsal surface of the right front flipper prior to release in order to



identify subsequent recaptures and enable subsequent data collection describing health,



growth, movement, habitat preference and tracking of contaminant loads and impact



assessment. Observers also will be equipped to apply satellite tags on selected cohorts.



Proposing Agencies and Lead Investigators:



USACE Engineer Research and Development Center-Environmental Laboratory



Dena Dickerson, 601-922-9277 and 601-940-0293; Dena.Dickerson@usace.army.mil



East Coast Observers



Trish Bargo, 757-880-7636; tbargo@eastcoastobservers.com



Coastwise Consulting, Inc



Chris Slay, 706-543-6859 and 706-540-6655; cslay@att.net



Entanglement Netting Surveys



Purpose/Objectives: In-water sampling effort consisting of entanglement netting



operations will be used to quantitatively assess population structure of shallow, nearshore



sea turtle assemblages within oil impacted and non-impacted areas, with a primary focus



on quantifying impact to juvenile and subadult recruits to neritic habitats. This effort will



complement that for similar life history stages (and adults) characterized during trawl



surveys in open Gulf waters. Live capture information generated by entanglement net



operations can also be compared with data taken during stranding surveys conducted on
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beachfronts and wetland edges. Turtles captured in entanglement nets, like those from



trawl surveys, will be candidates for satellite telemetry operations used for sea turtle



behavioral assessments of oil spill-related impacts.



Methods and Data Collection: Large-mesh, entanglement netting surveys will be



conducted at both oil impacted and control (no spill) sites such as those along the



Louisiana coast. These sites will be located primarily in shallow nearshore areas adjacent



to tidal passes and estuarine waters known as foraging grounds for Kemp’s ridley,



loggerhead and green sea turtles. An example of an oil impacted site would be waters



adjacent to Grand Isle, LA, including Barataria Pass, which is bordered by the barrier



islands of Grand Terre to the east and Grand Isle to the west, and Caminada Pass which is



bordered by Grand Isle to the east and Elmers Island to the west. These two passes serve



as ingress and egress points to and from Barataria Bay, which may also be impacted by



the spread of the oil spill and be included in this sampling area. The control site will



consist of nearshore and estuarine waters adjacent to Calcasieu Pass, LA which is located



~ 330 km to the west of Grand Isle and is currently not in the projected trajectory of the



spill. Calcasieu Pass is bordered on the east and west by 3 km-long jetties and serves as a



tidal inlet to Calcasieu Lake. This location not only will serve as a non-impacted control



site but, having been previously sampled by the Texas A&M University at Galveston



from 1993-2002, provides established netting stations both east and west of the pass and



at beachfront and jetty locations for historical comparisons of sea turtle abundance,



distribution and habitat use patterns.



Directed sea turtle capture will involve large-mesh entanglement nets (91.4 m long and



2.5- to 4.0-m deep, with 12.7-cm bar mesh of #9 twisted nylon) deployed daily during



daylight periods for up to 5 days/site-visit in each estuary and adjacent nearshore habitats.



Netting operations in both impacted and control study areas will be conducted across four



seasonal periods previously mentioned in the trawl section of this proposal that include:



early summer (June/mid-July) 2010; late summer (August/September) 2010; and these



same periods in 2011, to assess possible seasonal changes in contaminant load and to



characterize sea turtle population dynamics during peak periods of abundance in



nearshore foraging habitats. Water depth and current will dictate net type used at



respective sample sites, most of which will be limited to depths <3 m. Netting effort at all



sites will consist of 2-4 nets set in tandem or perpendicular to one another for 6-12 hours



per day. Nets will be checked for sea turtles every 20 minutes or more frequently as



splashes or other signs of potential capture dictate, in order to minimize risk of turtles



drowning while entangled. Pinger devices emitting high-frequency sounds will be



attached to nets to negate incidental capture of bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus).



Separate sets of netting gear will be used at oil impacted vs. control sites so as to prevent



contamination of non-spill areas.



All captured sea turtles will be measured for straight and curved carapace length (SCL



and CCL; cm) and examined for oil, injuries, abnormalities, flipper tags/scars and PIT tag



evidence of recapture. Untagged individuals will receive an inconel style 681 tag issued



by the NMFS SEFSC-Miami affixed to the trailing edge of each front flipper and a PIT



tag embedded under the dorsal surface of the right front flipper prior to release in order to
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identify subsequent recaptures. Turtles from selected species and life stages taken in



entanglement nets will be candidates to receive satellite telemetry designed to provide



behavioral indicators of impact assessment.



Proposing Agencies and Lead Investigators:



Texas A&M University at Galveston, Sea Turtle and Fisheries Ecology Research Lab:



Andre Landry (409-740-4989/713-385-2321; landrya@tamug.edu), Tasha Metz and Kim



Reich



USACE Engineer Research and Development Center-Environmental Laboratory



Dena Dickerson, 601-922-9277 and 601-940-0293; Dena.Dickerson@usace.army.mil



Biotelemetry Monitoring



Purpose/Objectives:



The proposed work will support a baseline assessment of hydrocarbon exposure and will



develop time-critical data providing the evidence necessary establishing a causal



relationship between population impacts to sea turtles and hydrocarbon toxicity.  The



proposed data acquisition will provide supporting evidence that links the observed effects



on sea turtle populations with a plausible mechanism of hydrocarbon toxicity related to



the MC 252 incident.



Methods and Data Collection – Open Gulf Trawling Operations: GPS tags such as



Wildlife Computer's Model MK10-AF will be affixed to selected Kemp’s ridley,



loggerhead and green sea turtles taken during trawling operations that yield quantitative



assessments of neritic life stages in impacted and non-impacted areas of the open Gulf.



Sea turtle behavior patterns within impacted and oil-free zones will be characterized and



compared between these zones, thus providing a biological tool to impact assessment.



Behavioral data comprising this impact assessment include a sea turtle’s time at the



surface, depth and dive duration profiles, time-at-depth, time-at-temperature, depth-


temperature profiles, and other timelines that can be compared between oiled and non-oil



sea turtles. GPS tags also will provide spatial and temporal insight as to sea turtles that



die and strand along Gulf shoreline.



The four seasonal, quantitative trawling operations proposed across Gulf-wide impacted



and control areas will provide opportunities to capture all three species whose



constituents are comprised of various life history stages that exhibit varying degrees of



contaminant exposure. As such, thirty (30) turtles comprised of 10 Kemp’s ridleys (5



from impacted and 5 from control sites), 10 loggerheads (5 from impacted and 5 from



control sites) and 10 green turtles (5 from impacted and 5 from control sites) will be



tracked each sampling period. This experimental design will result in 120 turtles from



three species (40 Kemp’s ridleys, 40 loggerheads, 40 greens) being satellite tagged and



tracked during the 1-year impact assessment. All tagged turtles will be tracked for a



minimum of 6 months during which time movement and associated behavior of the



aforementioned species will be characterized in relation to their exposure to crude oil or



lack thereof.
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Methods and Data Collection - Nearshore Entanglement Netting Operations:



Juvenile through adult life stages of Kemp’s ridley, loggerhead and green sea turtles taken in



nearshore entanglement nets will be affixed with SirTrack Kiwi101 (larger subadults and



adults) and Kiwi202 satellite transmitters (juveniles through small subadults) during each of



four (4) sampling periods. Both transmitter models will generate data on sea turtle location,



water temperature and depth. Results of historical satellite tracking efforts conducted by



Texas A&M University at Galveston on the aforementioned species yield a strong fidelity



pattern for shallow surf and bay habitats. Water depth across habitats in which these turtles



forage during summer and fall is typically >5 to10 m deep, wherein the use of more



expensive GPS telemetry (proposed for open Gulf conspecifics) to characterize diving



behavior is not warranted as well as may be compromised.



Turtles taken in entanglement nets will receive satellite transmitters during four sampling



periods that include spring/summer 2010, summer/fall 2010, spring/summer 2011, and



spring/fall 2011. Thirty (30) turtles comprised of 10 Kemp’s ridleys (5 from impacted and 5



from control sites), 10 loggerheads (5 from impacted and 5 from control sites) and 10 green



turtles (5 from impacted and 5 from control sites) will be tracked each sampling period. This



experimental design will result in 120 turtles from three species (40 Kemp’s ridley, 40



loggerhead, 40 green) being satellite tagged and tracked during the 1-year impact assessment.



All tagged turtles will be tracked for a minimum of 6 months during which time movement



and associated behavior of the aforementioned species will be characterized in relation to



their exposure to crude oil or lack thereof.



Proposing Agencies and Lead Investigators:



Texas A&M University at Galveston, Sea Turtle and Fisheries Ecology Research Lab



Andre Landry (409-740-4989/713-385-2321; landrya@tamug.edu), Tasha Metz and Kim



Reich



USACE Engineer Research and Development Center-Environmental Laboratory



Dena Dickerson, 601-922-9277 and 601-940-0293; Dena.Dickerson@usace.army.mil



Chemical Biomarkers of Hydrocarbon Exposure and Toxicological



Assessment



Purpose/Objectives:



Small quantities of oil (5–20 µl) externally applied to bird eggs has been shown to kill



bird embryos.  Alkyl PAHs, common constituents of petroleum crude oil, have recently



been identified as potent inducers of AH receptor mediated toxicity in developing fish



embryos with metabolism similar to the genotoxic effects observed from dioxins and



furans.  Toxicity to crude oils manifests a common suite of developmental defects in bird,



fish and turtle embryos exposed to petroleum-derived hydrocarbons.  In birds and fish the



gross malformations resulting from exposure to polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons



(PAHs) present in heavy oils include pericardial and yolk sac edema, hemorrhaging,



deformities and induced levels of CYP1a enzymes.  Although the toxicity of
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hydrocarbons to turtles has been studied in less detail, yolk sac edema, spinal and jaw



deformities, and the reduction in growth and recruitment have been reported suggesting



that the mechanisms of PAH toxicity are likely to be similar among egg laying



vertebrates.



The following study component is to conduct complimentary field survey work designed



to support baseline assessment of hydrocarbon exposure and the development of time



critical data that provide evidence necessary to establish a causal relationship between



population impacts to sea turtles and hydrocarbon toxicity.  The proposed data



acquisition will provide supporting evidence that links the observed effects on turtle



populations with a plausible mechanism of hydrocarbon toxicity.



Additional survey data is expected to provide baseline information on sea turtles



occupying the region and provide an initial assessment of their exposure to oil from the



MC 252 incident.  Changes in the spatial distribution and abundance of turtles will be



monitored in response to the oil spill with the goal of providing data in support of NRDA



claims.  The information developed by the currently planned survey will be leveraged to



help identify sea turtles for collection of data on chemical biomarkers, hydrocarbon



exposure, and toxicity.



The causal inference that hydrocarbon exposure has reduced populations of sea turtles



will result in a complex legal and scientific review of the supporting survey data.  These



types of ecological assessments rely in part upon the following criteria used in



epidemiological studies to establish causation:



1. Strength of the association:  The stronger the association between the abundance



of individuals and hydrocarbon exposure in individual geographic subareas the



more convincing the causal interpretation.



2. Dose-response effects:  The observed frequency of disease in exposed individuals



and reduced abundance increases with the level of exposure or dose.



3. Lack of Temporal or Spatial Ambiguity: It is very important to establish that the



hydrocarbon exposure preceded the observed harm to the population and that the



cohort selected as the unexposed controls do not have potential for exposure to



the same or similar hydrocarbon contamination.



4. Biological plausibility:  The reduction in sea turtle populations makes sense



within the context of our current knowledge regarding the survival and



reproductive success of individuals exposed to toxins in petroleum.



5. Coherence of evidence:  The findings do not seriously conflict with our



understanding of the accepted facts about disease occurrence that may impact



populations.  



Methods and Data Collection:
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Attachment 1 provides summaries of the sources for sea turtle tissue and blood samples



to be analyzed, evidence for hypotheses, explanations of dependent and independent



variables.  Attachment 1 also provides a summary of the blood chemistry and bioassay



measurements previously reported for turtles. Attachment 2 provides the Standard



Operating Procedures accepted for the toxicological techniques proposed. Attachment 3



provides the list of PAHs to be evaluated.



Toxicological Assessment Strategy:



1)  Hydrocarbon analysis in tissues of exposed and unexposed juvenile through adult sea



turtle life stages. 



The presence of petroleum diagnostic compounds (steranes, di- and triterpanes)



and toxic aromatic hydrocarbons (alkyl-PAHs and selected PAH metabolites) will



be measured in newly collected blood samples and blood samples that have been



previously collected and archived along the Gulf of Mexico coast.



2)  Hydrocarbon analysis in tissues of all dead stranded sea turtles. 



The presence of petroleum diagnostic compounds (steranes, di- and triterpanes)



and toxic aromatic hydrocarbons (alkyl-PAHs and selected PAH metabolites) will



be measured in ovum tissue samples and gut content samples recovered from



necropsies of sea turtles encountered.



3)  Blood biochemistry and immunotoxicity of unexposed and exposed sea turtles.



Standard blood biochemistries will be measured (e.g., complete blood count



[CBC], Chem 7 [i.e., a battery of blood chemistry tests]) to determine hematic



homeostasis.  Electrolyte balance will be critical since research has shown that the



turtle salt gland, which regulates salt content in the body, is negatively affected by



hydrocarbons.  WBCs are known to be negatively affected by hydrocarbons, so



WBCs function (i.e., phagocytic activity of pathogens) will be determined by



standard phagocytosis activity methodologies.  Furthermore, additional WBC



function bioassays can be conducted using flow cytometry (FCM) analysis against



several highly-conserved biochemical endpoints (e.g., cell death, cell cycle



disruption, etc.).



4)  Chromosomal damage in exposed and unexposed juvenile through adult sea turtle life



stages. 



Measurement of chromosomal damage in white blood cells (WBCs) of captured



sea turtles would be conducted using flow cytometry (FCM) and micronucleus



assay (MN) methods.  Analysis would be performed on newly collected samples



and from samples that have been collected previously and archived.



5)  Hydrocarbon analysis in eggshells and nest site soil (post hatching). 



The presence of petroleum diagnostic compounds (steranes, di- and triterpanes)



and toxic aromatic hydrocarbons (alkyl-PAHs and selected PAH metabolites) will



be measured in egg chorioallantoic/amniotic fluid, eggshells, and nest site soil



(post hatching).



Proposing Agencies and Lead Investigators:



USACE Engineer Research and Development Center-Environmental Laboratory



Joseph Kreitinger, 607-266-0217 x3024; Joseph.P.Kreitinger@usace.army.mil
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David Johnson, Burton Suedel



TDI-Brooks International, Inc



Thomas McDonald, 979-693-3446; tommcdonald@tdi-bi.com



Queen’s University



Peter V. Hodson (613-533-6129; pvh@queensu.ca )



SUMMARY OF EXPECTED BUDGET AND REQUESTED RESOURCES



Sargassum Surveys



Blair may need to update this?

Budget Category Cost Estimate



Charter vessels (2) incl. fuel and crew,



30 days working @ 3500/day (x 3 vessels) 315,000



Charter twin engine fixed wing aircraft and pilot



30 days working @ 2000/day 60,000



Per diem for biologists with sea turtle handling experience



2 x 3 vessels x 200/ day x 30 days sea, shore, and travel 36,000



Data workup, transcription, proofing, and analysis



15 staff-days, 1200/day 18,000



Mapping and final report prep



10 staff-days, 600/ day 6000



Capture equipment, GPS receivers (2), cameras,



storage media, Sat-phone time, and expendables 7000



TOTAL COSTS PER 30-DAY EFFORT $ 442,000



Proposing Agencies and Lead Investigators:



Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
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Fish and Wildlife Research Institute



Blair Witherington, 727-224-3020; witherington@cfl.rr.com and



blair.witherington@myFWC.com



Trawl Vessels Surveys



Budget



TBD upon finalization of methods and scope of effort



Proposing Agencies and Lead Investigators:



USACE Engineer Research and Development Center-Environmental Laboratory



Dena Dickerson, 601-922-9277 and 601-940-0293; Dena.Dickerson@usace.army.mil



East Coast Observers



Trish Bargo, 757-880-7636; tbargo@eastcoastobservers.com



Coastwise Consulting, Inc



Chris Slay, 706-543-6859 and 706-540-6655; cslay@att.net



Entanglement Netting Surveys



Budget



TBD upon finalization of methods and scope of effort



Proposing Agencies and Lead Investigators:



Texas A&M University at Galveston, Sea Turtle and Fisheries Ecology Research Lab



Andre Landry (409-740-4989/713-385-2321; landrya@tamug.edu), Tasha Metz and Kim



Reich



USACE Engineer Research and Development Center-Environmental Laboratory



Dena Dickerson, 601-922-9277 and 601-940-0293; Dena.Dickerson@usace.army.mil



Biotelemetry Monitoring



Budget



TBD upon finalization of methods and scope of effort



Proposing Agencies and Lead Investigators:



Texas A&M University at Galveston, Sea Turtle and Fisheries Ecology Research Lab



Andre Landry (409-740-4989/713-385-2321; landrya@tamug.edu), Tasha Metz and Kim



Reich



USACE Engineer Research and Development Center-Environmental Laboratory



Document ID: 0.7.27.25422.2







Dena Dickerson, 601-922-9277 and 601-940-0293; Dena.Dickerson@usace.army.mil



Chemical Biomarkers of Hydrocarbon Exposure and Toxicological



Assessment



Budget



TBD once methods and scope of efforts finalized



Proposing Agencies and Lead Investigators:



USACE Engineer Research and Development Center-Environmental Laboratory



Joseph Kreitinger, 607-266-0217 x3024; Joseph.P.Kreitinger@usace.army.mil



David Johnson, Burton Suedel



TDI-Brooks International, Inc



Thomas McDonald, 979-693-3446; tommcdonald@tdi-bi.com



Queen’s University



Peter V. Hodson (613-533-6129; pvh@queensu.ca )
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Barbara Schroeder [Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov]



Sent: Friday, June 25, 2010 10:26 AM



To: Helen Golde



Cc: David Cottingham; Alexis Gutierrez; 'teri.rowles@noaa.gov'



Subject: Re: [Fwd: [Fwd: Fw: Reminder - GCNR Friday (Twice-a-Week) Call re DH/BP Spill]]



Attachments: MMST Health and Stranding Update 06-24-10 DRAFT with turtle edits further.doc



5/3/2011



The edited daily text is attached.



Barbara Schroeder



National Sea Turtle Coordinator

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



email:  barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov



Phone:  301-713-2322



To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is our only legitimate hope.        Wendell Berry



Helen Golde wrote:



-------- Original Message --------



Barb, I am forwarding this in case you know anything.



Amy



-------- Original Message --------



Subject: [Fwd: Fw: Reminder - GCNR Friday (Twice-a-Week) Call re

DH/BP Spill]



Date: Fri, 25 Jun 2010 09:39:02 -0400

From: Amy Hapeman <Amy.Hapeman@noaa.gov>



To: Barbara Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>



Subject: Fw: Reminder - GCNR Friday (Twice-a-Week) Call re DH/BP



Spill

Date: Fri, 25 Jun 2010 09:35:51 -0400



From: Sheila O'Brien <Sheila.O'Brien@noaa.gov>

To:



'David.Bernhart@noaa.gov' <David.Bernhart@noaa.gov>,



'Pamela.Lawrence@noaa.gov' <Pamela.Lawrence@noaa.gov>,

'Gary.Ott@noaa.gov' <Gary.Ott@noaa.gov>,



'Amy.Hapeman@noaa.gov' <Amy.Hapeman@noaa.gov>,



Out of Scope/ Non Responsive


Out of Scope/ Non Responsive
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derstanding is below. If this is incorrect, please let me know.  Thanks, Sheila



----- Original Message -----

From: Sheila O'Brien



To: 'Robert.A.Taylor@noaa.gov' <Robert.A.Taylor@noaa.gov>; 'Duane.Smith@noaa.gov' <Duane.Smith@noaa.gov>; 'Sheila.O'Brien@noaa.gov'



Sent: Fri Jun 25 09:17:07 2010

Subject: Re: Reminder - GCNR Friday (Twice-a-Week) Call re DH/BP Spill



----- Original Message -----

From: Robert A. Taylor <Robert.A.Taylor@noaa.gov>



To: 'Duane.Smith@noaa.gov' <Duane.Smith@noaa.gov>; 'Sheila.O'Brien@noaa.gov' <Sheila.O'Brien@noaa.gov>



Sent: Fri Jun 25 09:02:06 2010

Subject: Re: Reminder - GCNR Friday (Twice-a-Week) Call re DH/BP Spill



Duane - recent press reports suggest turtles are being trapped and killed in the 'burn boxes' (at-sea zones where oil is burned). It would be good if you or someone could update us on the status of the bi



Sent from Blackberry. Cell number 206-849-8615



----- Original Message -----



From: Duane.Smith <Duane.Smith@noaa.gov>

To: Branden.S.Blum <Branden.S.Blum@noaa.gov>



Cc: Christopher Plaisted <Christopher.Plaisted@noaa.gov>; Craig R O'Connor <Craig.R.O'Connor@noaa.gov>; Gail E Siani <Gail.E.Siani@noaa.gov>

rlington@noaa.gov>; Marguerite Matera <Marguerite.Matera@noaa.gov>; Marjorie Sams <Marjorie.Sams@noaa.gov>; M.E. Rolle <MaryElliott.Rolle@noaa.gov>



Sent: Fri Jun 25 08:37:28 2010



Subject: Re: Reminder - GCNR Friday (Twice-a-Week) Call re DH/BP Spill



I plan on being on the call if there are any enforcement related questions.



Branden.S.Blum wrote:



> All:

>



> Friday's GCNR call is scheduled for noon (eastern).  Please send me



> any agenda items by 9:30 a.m. (eastern) tomorrow.  Thanks --

> Branden



>



> P.S. Call info:
> 


--



Duane Smith



Enforcement Attorney

Southeast Region



duane.smith@noaa.gov



Office:  727-824-5386

Fax:            -5376



Cell:    727-946-3613



--

Amy Hapeman



Fishery Biologist



National Marine Fisheries Service



Office of Protected Resources

Permits, Conservation and Education Division



1315 East-West Highway, Room 13702,



Silver Spring, MD 20910



Tel: 301-713-2289 ext. 163



Fax: 301-713-0376

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/



--



Barbara Schroeder



National Sea Turtle Coordinator

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NMFS



email:  barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov

Phone:  301-713-2322



To cherish what remains of the earth, and to foster its renewal, is our only legitimate hope.        Wendell Berry



--



Helen M. Golde

Deputy Director



Office of Protected Resources



NOAA Fisheries Service

301-713-2332 x 108



'Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov' <Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov>



5/3/2011



Out of Scope/ Non Responsive


Out of Scope/ Non Responsive/ Attorney Client
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Update through June 24, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Response



Noteworthy Developments During this Reporting Period



 Increase of 7 turtle strandings (1 live in FL, 2 dead in AL (one oiled), 3 dead in MS, 1



dead in LA)



 Increase of 1 dolphin stranding (1 decomposed dolphin was reported yesterday and



confirmed today in LA)



 Efforts continue within Unified Command to work through all logistics to place observers



on various clean up activities, including burns and skimmers, in a manner that ensures



observer safety, which is of paramount concern and must be addressed.



 The on-water directed turtle search team operating under Unified Command was on the



water today and recovered 3 live oiled turtles, taken to rehab facility.



 The current designated spill area encompasses the coastline from the Texas/Louisiana



border to Apalachicola (Franklin County), Florida.  All stranded animals within this



geographic range are being examined following the oil spill response protocols.



Sea Turtles



Total Turtle Numbers

549 total sea turtles verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 10 from June



23 report)



 456 stranded* (increase of 7 from June 23)



o 413 of the stranded were found dead (increase of 6 from June 23)



o 43 of the stranded were found alive (increase of 1 from June 23)



 4 recovered alive but died in rehab (no change from June 23)



 4 turtles released alive (no change from June 23)



 35 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 1 from June 23)



 93 turtles collected during directed turtle sampling efforts (increase of 3 from June 23)



o 86 live turtles in rehabilitation (increase of 3 from June 23)



o 4 turtles collected dead (no change from June 23)



o 3 turtles died in rehabilitation (no change from June 23)



* For this event, a true turtle stranding is defined as a turtle that washes ashore dead or



debilitated or is found floating dead or debilitated in the course of non-directed turtle surveys.



Turtles observed and/or captured during directed sampling efforts are not categorized as



strandings.



Turtle Necropsy Status (of the 413 dead stranded, 4 dead directed capture, and 7 that died



in rehab):



 7 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (i.e. advance decomposition) (no change



from June 23)



 17 partial necropsies (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June 23)



 59 full necropsies performed (no change from June 23)
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Update through June 24, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 46 carcasses not collected due to decomposition state or unable to recover but marked



and/or buried (no change from June 23)



 295 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (increase of 6 from June



23)



 Of the initial 75 full or partial necropsies completed, the two primary considerations for



the cause of death of the non-oiled recovered turtles are forced submergence or acute



toxicosis.  Further results are pending.



Information on Signs of Sea Turtle Oiling:



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 6 dead stranded sea



turtle and 6 live stranded turtles (2 of which were caught in skimming operations).



 To date, visible evidence of oil has been documented externally on 81 live sea turtles and



3 dead sea turtle captured during directed turtle surveys.



Historical Sea Turtle Strandings:



 The total number of sea turtle strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1- June 24 is 201. 



 This is much higher than the number of turtle strandings that have been documented in



recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically



stranding in the month of June (2005-2009) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-3 stranded sea turtles



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded sea turtles



o Alabama: 0-4 stranded sea turtles



o Florida panhandle (Escambia – Wakulla Co.): 5-17 stranded sea turtles



 There has been an increase in awareness and human presence in the northern Gulf of



Mexico, which likely has resulted in some of the increased documentation of stranded



turtles; however, we do not believe this factor fully explains the increase.



Marine Mammals



Total Mammal Numbers

52 dolphins have been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (increase of 1 from June



23).



 47 were dead stranded* dolphins (increase of 1 from June 23)



 5 were live stranded dolphins (no change from June 23)



o 2 died shortly after stranding (no changefrom June 23)



o 1 euthanized upon stranding (no change from June 23)



o 1 stranded live and freed immediately (no change from June 23)



o 1 live and in care (no change from June 23)



1 dead stranded sperm whale has been verified to date within the “designated spill area” (no



change from June 23)



* Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 409.3, a marine mammal stranding is



defined as an event in the wild where:
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Update through June 24, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



 A marine mammal is dead and is on the beach or shore of the United States or in waters



under the jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters); OR



 A marine mammal is alive and is on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to



return to the water, on a beach or shore of the United States and, although able to return



to the water, is an apparent need of medical attention or in the waters under the



jurisdiction of the United States (including any navigable waters), but is unable to return



to its natural habitat under its own power or without assistance.



Dolphin Necropsy Status (of the 47 dead stranded and 3 live stranded dolphins that died or



were euthanized):



 26 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (increase of



1 from June 23)



 7 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



23)



 8 full necropsies performed (increase of 1 from June 23)



 5 verified strandings but animals not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 23)



 3 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (decrease of 1 from June



23)



 Necropsy results are pending for all animals necropsied to date.



Whale Necropsy Status (of the 1 dead stranded):



 0 assessed and unable to perform necropsies (e.g. advanced decomposition) (no change



from June 23)



 0 partial necropsies performed (e.g. due to scavenging or autolysis) (no change from June



23)



 0 full necropsies performed (no change from June 23)



 1 verified stranding but animal not collected due to stage of decomposition or unable to



recover (no change from June 23)



 0 carcasses to be necropsied, if decomposition stage warrants (no change from June 23)



Information on Signs of Mammal Oiling:



 Dolphins: Five of the verified dolphins had evidence of external oil on the tongue and/or



body and therefore were classified as oiled.  However, we are unable at this time to



determine whether the three dead stranded animals were externally oiled pre- or post-


mortem.   All other necropsy findings are pending.



 Whales: The verified whale had no evidence of external oil.



Historical Dolphin Strandings



 The total number of dolphin strandings that we have documented from the



Louisiana/Texas border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 24 is 20.



 This is higher than the number of marine mammal strandings that have been documented



in recent years in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle during this



approximate time frame.  In part, this may be a reflection of increased detection and
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Update through June 24, 2010 (as of 1800)



Deepwater Horizon MC252



reporting and the lingering effects of an earlier observed spike in strandings for the winter



of 2010.



 The breakdown by state for the range of animals historically stranding in the month of



June (2003-2007) is as follows:



o Louisiana: 0-5 stranded dolphins



o Mississippi: 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Alabama : 0-1 stranded dolphins



o Florida panhandle: 0-4 stranded dolphins



Historical Whale Strandings



 The total number of whale strandings that we have documented from the Louisiana/Texas



border through the Florida panhandle from June 1 - June 24 is 1.



 There are no records of stranded whales in the Gulf of Mexico for the month of June



(2003-2007).



Summary of Action Plan Items:



 Efforts continue within Unified Command to work through all logistics to place observers



on various clean up activities, including burns and skimmers, in a manner that ensures



observer safety.



 The Sea Turtle Unit continued to work with NFWF to explore commercial carriers as a



possibility to implement the transport plan for the movement of turtle nests from the



northeastern Gulf to Atlantic Florida.



 The collection and transport of stored turtle carcasses from LA, MS, AL, and FL to



necropsy facilities at the University of Florida is in progress.



 A NOAA team from PR and SERO will arrive in the Florida panhandle to work with the



local community on dolphin assessments and information regarding impacts on dolphins



from this event and to start an on water pilot project for assessment of the health and



behavior of dolphins in near shore areas as part of our pro-active response efforts.
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Microsoft Outlook



From: John Rapp [John.Rapp@noaa.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, June 30, 2010 2:05 PM

To: Alexis Gutierrez

Cc: Helen Golde; Brian Pawlak

Subject: Re: Daily Update June 29 Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Health and Stranding Response --



Deepwater Horizon MC 252



Alexis,







John



Alexis Gutierrez wrote:

> Happy Wednesday!

>

> Attached please find the daily summary from the Marine Mammal and Sea

> Turtle Health and Stranding Response Programs operating under the

> Unified Command. There are three files: a Word document using the new

> narrative template, an Excel spreadsheet with the complete information

> and a pdf of the summary information.

> Cheers, Alexis and Teri

>



internal


internal


internal
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS [Dena.D.Dickerson@usace.army.mil]



Sent: Saturday, July 03, 2010 3:55 PM



To: Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov



Subject: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm construction sites



5/3/2011



Yes!!!  Call me any time.



---------

Message sent via my BlackBerry Wireless Device



----- Original Message -----

From: Alexis Gutierrez <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>

To: Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS; Barbara Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>; Teri Rowles

<Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>



Sent: Sat Jul 03 14:48:30 2010

Subject: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm construction sites



Hi Dena,



    I just talked to Trish Bargo who mentioned that the dredges will be

operating 30 miles off of Gulfport, MS. Our rehab centers aren't

necessarily prepped for this large number of turtles. What are you plans

for this? Can we do a call on this today or tomorrow? We have calls



until 530ctrl today. Cheers, A



Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS wrote:

> Eric,



>

> We are definitely trying to work out these details.  Much of this is

> in flux right now.  Trish and I have been trying to track down the

> details all day.  Some of the information related to the logistics



> around the dredge location is a moving target.  We will let you know

> as soon as we know.

>

> Dena



>

> ------------------------------------------------------------------------

> *From:* Eric G. Hawk [mailto:Eric.Hawk@noaa.gov]

> *Sent:* Thu 7/1/2010 4:09 PM



> *To:* Barbara.Schroeder

> *Cc:* Small, Daniel L SAD; Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS; Sheryan

> Epperly; Hauch, Robert G SWG; Payne, Lyal C SAJ; OKane, Kevin D SAJ;

> Kinard, Donald W SAJ; Hobbie, David S SAJ; Dennis Klemm; Robert



> Hoffman; Lisa Belskis; Trindell, Robbin; Michael Barnette; Karla

> Reece; Kelly Shotts; Teri Rowles; Alexis Gutierrez; David Bernhart

> *Subject:* Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm

> construction sites



>

> Hi Barbara,

> Yes, I heard from Dena that that may be an issue, but I don't know how

> serious an issue it is.  BP's vessels of opportunity program is an



> option  I would think there would be tons of non-working shrimp boats

> out there trying to make a buck.  Even recreational fishermen with

> vessels capable of cruising offshore would be suitable.  I don't know

> what is considered a humane and veterinary medical accepted time



> frames, but I would think that would hinge on the degree of distress

> of the turtle.  Seriously lethargic oiled turtles would need immediate



phone no.
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> transport.

>



> For healthy turtles, or perhaps even oiled turtles if they appear

> vigorous and active, I believe they could be kept aboard for a few

> days to a week, or more, if necessary. I seriously doubt it would come

> to that, but, I don't think it would harm a healthy turtle that is



> kept moist and shaded and on its back.  In the days of turtle

> schooners and the fresh green sea turtle trade in Florida (Key West),

> turtles were frequently transported long distances, as from Nicaragua

> and Costa Rica, to the Caymans and then to Florida, where they were



> sold fresh on Key West docks.  Turtles exported from the mainland

> (Nicaragua and Costa Rica) via the Caymans to the U.S., weighing from

> 80 to 200 pounds and averaging about 155 pounds lost an average of 15%

> of their body weight in transit , but suffered no other apparent ill



> effects (Rebel 1944).  I read of a turtle being shipped from the West

> Indies to Copenhagen, though it lost about 20% of its weight in the

> 4-week crossing (ibid.).  So, I think a time frame of a few days to a

> week would certainly be acceptable and not inhumane for healthy or



> vigorous turtles.

> Eric

>

> Barbara.Schroeder wrote:



>> There remains a significant logistical issue of moving oiled turtles

>> to identified rehab facilities.  What is the COE's plan for

>> accomplishing that transport within humane and veterinary medical

>> accepted timeframes?



>>

>> Eric G. Hawk wrote:

>>> Hello all:

>>>



>>> Hopper dredging operations are expected to commence beginning as

>>> early as tomorrow or Saturday, in Gulf of Mexico areas where turtle

>>> captures are anticipated.  Hopper dredges formerly dredging in the

>>> MR-GO are being redirected toward Louisiana barrier island berm



>>> construction efforts.  There may be as many as 4-5 hopper dredges

>>> working simultaneously in the area soon.  To reduce the probability

>>> of dredge entrainment and injury/mortality, the Corps of Engineers

>>> is required by the GARBO (Gulf of Mexico Area Regional Biological



>>> Opinion dated Nov 19, 2003, as amended on Jan 9, 2007) to operate

>>> trawlers to capture and relocate turtles, when certain conditions

>>> are met.  Those non-discretionary minimum conditions are clearly

>>> spelled out in the GARBO, though the COE may impose more



>>> conservative conditions in their permits authorizing the activity.

>>> Because the dredging will occur in or near oiled areas, the

>>> probability of capturing oiled turtles is increased.  This will also

>>> necessitate relocating un-oiled turtles further from the capture



>>> location, to prevent re-oiling.

>>>

>>> I'd like to clarify some points about the GARBO and what we would

>>> expect, given this emergency situation.:



>>>

>>> The GARBO requires that live sea turtles taken by the dredges or

>>> relocation trawlers be released /at least/ 3 miles away from the

>>> dredge site, or /at least/ 5 miles away if the turtle is a



>>> re-capture.  These are only /minimum/ distance requirements:

>>> Turtles /may/should be released further away if necessary/ to

>>> prevent releasing the turtles into oiled areas or if operational

>>> circumstances dictate.



>>>

>>> The GARBO also requires that sea turtles captured pursuant to

>>> relocation trawling be "handled in a manner designed to ensure their



5/3/2011



Document ID: 0.7.27.28553







>>> safety and viability" and further requires that that injured sea

>>> turtles be immediately transported to the nearest sea turtle



>>> rehabilitation facility.  Oiled turtles are injured turtles, and

>>> must be handled in an appropriate manner to ensure their safety and

>>> viability; thus, they should be treated and transported to rehab.

>>> facilities; however, "immediately" may not be possible in this



>>> emergency situation; therefore, as soon as is reasonably possible is

>>> acceptable.  Normal, uninjured turtles can be safely kept, moist and

>>> shaded, for longer periods of time and they should be fine.

>>>



>>> Depending upon the numbers of non-oiled turtles captured by the

>>> relocation trawlers, turtles may not always be able to be released

>>> away from the site immediately, if to do so would mean the dredges

>>> are operating without trawlers able to sweep in front of them.  The



>>> GARBO states that turtles may not be kept longer than 12 hours

>>> before their release; however, given the nature and extent of the

>>> emergency and oil spill, NMFS SERO PRD considers that it is

>>> preferable (and safe) to keep a turtle on board for longer than 12



>>> hours, if the turtle's safety is a consideration in the delayed

>>> release or if logistical problems prevent it.  If it can be done

>>> safely and without injury to the turtle, turtles may be transferred

>>> onto another vessel for transport to the release area (or the



>>> rehabilitation port, or other port for transfer of the turtles

>>> overland to a treatment/rehab facility) to enable the relocation

>>> trawler(s) to continue sweeping the sand borrow sites without

>>> interruption.



>>>

>>> Prior to release or transport, sea turtles are required to be

>>> weighed, measured, identified to species, scanned for existing tags,

>>> tags, flipper-tagged  and/or PIT-tagged, and genetic samples (skin



>>> tags) taken (genetic samples should be preserved in supersaturated

>>> NaCl solution, and mailed to NMFS SEFSC within 60 days if

>>> possible).  Turtles taken by the dredge should also be genetic

>>> sampled.  Sampling requirements, however, should never be put before



>>> the safety of the vessel or crew.

>>>

>>> Any questions or concerns pleaser reply directly to me.  Thank you.

>>>



>>> Eric
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS [Dena.D.Dickerson@usace.army.mil]



Sent: Saturday, July 03, 2010 11:13 PM



To: Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov



Subject: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm construction sites



5/3/2011



Sure

---------

Message sent via my BlackBerry Wireless Device



----- Original Message -----

From: Alexis Gutierrez <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>



To: Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS; Teri Rowles <Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>; Barbara Schroeder

<Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>

Sent: Sat Jul 03 15:09:34 2010

Subject: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm construction sites



Hi Dena,

    We are going to be tied up in litigation calls for the rest of the

day. How about we talk about 9am ctrl tomorrow? Cheers, A



Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS wrote:

>

> Yes!!!  Call me any time.



> ---------

> Message sent via my BlackBerry Wireless Device



>

>

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: Alexis Gutierrez <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>



> To: Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS; Barbara Schroeder

> <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>; Teri Rowles <Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>

> Sent: Sat Jul 03 14:48:30 2010

> Subject: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm



> construction sites

>

> Hi Dena,

>     I just talked to Trish Bargo who mentioned that the dredges will be



> operating 30 miles off of Gulfport, MS. Our rehab centers aren't

> necessarily prepped for this large number of turtles. What are you plans

> for this? Can we do a call on this today or tomorrow? We have calls

> until 530ctrl today. Cheers, A



>

> Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS wrote:

> > Eric,

> >



> > We are definitely trying to work out these details.  Much of this is

> > in flux right now.  Trish and I have been trying to track down the

> > details all day.  Some of the information related to the logistics

> > around the dredge location is a moving target.  We will let you know



> > as soon as we know.

> >

> > Dena

> >



> > ------------------------------------------------------------------------

> > *From:* Eric G. Hawk [mailto:Eric.Hawk@noaa.gov]



phone no.
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> > *Sent:* Thu 7/1/2010 4:09 PM

> > *To:* Barbara.Schroeder



> > *Cc:* Small, Daniel L SAD; Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS; Sheryan

> > Epperly; Hauch, Robert G SWG; Payne, Lyal C SAJ; OKane, Kevin D SAJ;

> > Kinard, Donald W SAJ; Hobbie, David S SAJ; Dennis Klemm; Robert

> > Hoffman; Lisa Belskis; Trindell, Robbin; Michael Barnette; Karla



> > Reece; Kelly Shotts; Teri Rowles; Alexis Gutierrez; David Bernhart

> > *Subject:* Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm

> > construction sites

> >



> > Hi Barbara,

> > Yes, I heard from Dena that that may be an issue, but I don't know how

> > serious an issue it is.  BP's vessels of opportunity program is an

> > option  I would think there would be tons of non-working shrimp boats



> > out there trying to make a buck.  Even recreational fishermen with

> > vessels capable of cruising offshore would be suitable.  I don't know

> > what is considered a humane and veterinary medical accepted time

> > frames, but I would think that would hinge on the degree of distress



> > of the turtle.  Seriously lethargic oiled turtles would need immediate

> > transport.

> >

> > For healthy turtles, or perhaps even oiled turtles if they appear



> > vigorous and active, I believe they could be kept aboard for a few

> > days to a week, or more, if necessary. I seriously doubt it would come

> > to that, but, I don't think it would harm a healthy turtle that is

> > kept moist and shaded and on its back.  In the days of turtle



> > schooners and the fresh green sea turtle trade in Florida (Key West),

> > turtles were frequently transported long distances, as from Nicaragua

> > and Costa Rica, to the Caymans and then to Florida, where they were

> > sold fresh on Key West docks.  Turtles exported from the mainland



> > (Nicaragua and Costa Rica) via the Caymans to the U.S., weighing from

> > 80 to 200 pounds and averaging about 155 pounds lost an average of 15%

> > of their body weight in transit , but suffered no other apparent ill

> > effects (Rebel 1944).  I read of a turtle being shipped from the West



> > Indies to Copenhagen, though it lost about 20% of its weight in the

> > 4-week crossing (ibid.).  So, I think a time frame of a few days to a

> > week would certainly be acceptable and not inhumane for healthy or

> > vigorous turtles.



> > Eric

> >

> > Barbara.Schroeder wrote:

> >> There remains a significant logistical issue of moving oiled turtles



> >> to identified rehab facilities.  What is the COE's plan for

> >> accomplishing that transport within humane and veterinary medical

> >> accepted timeframes?

> >>



> >> Eric G. Hawk wrote:

> >>> Hello all:

> >>>

> >>> Hopper dredging operations are expected to commence beginning as



> >>> early as tomorrow or Saturday, in Gulf of Mexico areas where turtle

> >>> captures are anticipated.  Hopper dredges formerly dredging in the

> >>> MR-GO are being redirected toward Louisiana barrier island berm

> >>> construction efforts.  There may be as many as 4-5 hopper dredges



> >>> working simultaneously in the area soon.  To reduce the probability

> >>> of dredge entrainment and injury/mortality, the Corps of Engineers

> >>> is required by the GARBO (Gulf of Mexico Area Regional Biological

> >>> Opinion dated Nov 19, 2003, as amended on Jan 9, 2007) to operate



> >>> trawlers to capture and relocate turtles, when certain conditions

> >>> are met.  Those non-discretionary minimum conditions are clearly

> >>> spelled out in the GARBO, though the COE may impose more
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> >>> conservative conditions in their permits authorizing the activity.

> >>> Because the dredging will occur in or near oiled areas, the



> >>> probability of capturing oiled turtles is increased.  This will also

> >>> necessitate relocating un-oiled turtles further from the capture

> >>> location, to prevent re-oiling.

> >>>



> >>> I'd like to clarify some points about the GARBO and what we would

> >>> expect, given this emergency situation.:

> >>>

> >>> The GARBO requires that live sea turtles taken by the dredges or



> >>> relocation trawlers be released /at least/ 3 miles away from the

> >>> dredge site, or /at least/ 5 miles away if the turtle is a

> >>> re-capture.  These are only /minimum/ distance requirements:

> >>> Turtles /may/should be released further away if necessary/ to



> >>> prevent releasing the turtles into oiled areas or if operational

> >>> circumstances dictate.

> >>>

> >>> The GARBO also requires that sea turtles captured pursuant to



> >>> relocation trawling be "handled in a manner designed to ensure their

> >>> safety and viability" and further requires that that injured sea

> >>> turtles be immediately transported to the nearest sea turtle

> >>> rehabilitation facility.  Oiled turtles are injured turtles, and



> >>> must be handled in an appropriate manner to ensure their safety and

> >>> viability; thus, they should be treated and transported to rehab.

> >>> facilities; however, "immediately" may not be possible in this

> >>> emergency situation; therefore, as soon as is reasonably possible is



> >>> acceptable.  Normal, uninjured turtles can be safely kept, moist and

> >>> shaded, for longer periods of time and they should be fine.

> >>>

> >>> Depending upon the numbers of non-oiled turtles captured by the



> >>> relocation trawlers, turtles may not always be able to be released

> >>> away from the site immediately, if to do so would mean the dredges

> >>> are operating without trawlers able to sweep in front of them.  The

> >>> GARBO states that turtles may not be kept longer than 12 hours



> >>> before their release; however, given the nature and extent of the

> >>> emergency and oil spill, NMFS SERO PRD considers that it is

> >>> preferable (and safe) to keep a turtle on board for longer than 12

> >>> hours, if the turtle's safety is a consideration in the delayed



> >>> release or if logistical problems prevent it.  If it can be done

> >>> safely and without injury to the turtle, turtles may be transferred

> >>> onto another vessel for transport to the release area (or the

> >>> rehabilitation port, or other port for transfer of the turtles



> >>> overland to a treatment/rehab facility) to enable the relocation

> >>> trawler(s) to continue sweeping the sand borrow sites without

> >>> interruption.

> >>>



> >>> Prior to release or transport, sea turtles are required to be

> >>> weighed, measured, identified to species, scanned for existing tags,

> >>> tags, flipper-tagged  and/or PIT-tagged, and genetic samples (skin

> >>> tags) taken (genetic samples should be preserved in supersaturated



> >>> NaCl solution, and mailed to NMFS SEFSC within 60 days if

> >>> possible).  Turtles taken by the dredge should also be genetic

> >>> sampled.  Sampling requirements, however, should never be put before

> >>> the safety of the vessel or crew.



> >>>

> >>> Any questions or concerns pleaser reply directly to me.  Thank you.

> >>>

> >>> Eric



>
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Karla Reece [Karla.Reece@noaa.gov]



Sent: Sunday, July 04, 2010 11:17 AM



To: Alexis Gutierrez



Cc: David Bernhart; Eric Hawk; Barbara Schroeder; Teri Rowles



Subject: Re: [Fwd: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm construction sites]



5/3/2011



Sorry we got cut off there at the end.  I'll talk with wildlife and other folks here to look into the

question about where non-oiled turtles should be relocated.



~Karla



Alexis Gutierrez wrote:



Hi David/Eric and Karla,

   We are chatting with Dena about what the USACE plans to do with the turtles for

relocation trawling this am. Please join us at 9am ctrl/10am eastern. Cheers, A



Great! Let's use the call-in below. Cheers, A



Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS wrote:



Sure

---------

Message sent via my BlackBerry Wireless Device



----- Original Message -----

From: Alexis Gutierrez <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>

To: Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS; Teri Rowles

<Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>; Barbara Schroeder

<Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>

Sent: Sat Jul 03 15:09:34 2010

Subject: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm

construction sites



Subject: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm construction sites

From: Alexis Gutierrez <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>

Date: Sat, 03 Jul 2010 23:38:32 -0400

To: "Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS" <Dena.D.Dickerson@usace.army.mil>, Barbara

Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Teri Rowles <Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>

To: "Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS" <Dena.D.Dickerson@usace.army.mil>, Barbara

Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Teri Rowles <Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>



phone no.
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Hi Dena,

    We are going to be tied up in litigation calls for the rest of the

day. How about we talk about 9am ctrl tomorrow? Cheers, A



Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS wrote:

>

> Yes!!!  Call me any time.



> ---------

> Message sent via my BlackBerry Wireless Device

>

>

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: Alexis Gutierrez <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>

> To: Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS; Barbara Schroeder

> <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>; Teri Rowles <Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>

> Sent: Sat Jul 03 14:48:30 2010

> Subject: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm

> construction sites

>

> Hi Dena,

>     I just talked to Trish Bargo who mentioned that the dredges will be

> operating 30 miles off of Gulfport, MS. Our rehab centers aren't

> necessarily prepped for this large number of turtles. What are you plans

> for this? Can we do a call on this today or tomorrow? We have calls

> until 530ctrl today. Cheers, A

>

> Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS wrote:

> > Eric,

> >

> > We are definitely trying to work out these details.  Much of this is

> > in flux right now.  Trish and I have been trying to track down the

> > details all day.  Some of the information related to the logistics

> > around the dredge location is a moving target.  We will let you know

> > as soon as we know.

> >

> > Dena

> >

> > ------------------------------------------------------------------------

> > *From:* Eric G. Hawk [mailto:Eric.Hawk@noaa.gov]

> > *Sent:* Thu 7/1/2010 4:09 PM

> > *To:* Barbara.Schroeder

> > *Cc:* Small, Daniel L SAD; Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS; Sheryan

> > Epperly; Hauch, Robert G SWG; Payne, Lyal C SAJ; OKane, Kevin D

SAJ;

> > Kinard, Donald W SAJ; Hobbie, David S SAJ; Dennis Klemm; Robert

> > Hoffman; Lisa Belskis; Trindell, Robbin; Michael Barnette; Karla

> > Reece; Kelly Shotts; Teri Rowles; Alexis Gutierrez; David Bernhart

> > *Subject:* Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm

> > construction sites
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> >

> > Hi Barbara,

> > Yes, I heard from Dena that that may be an issue, but I don't know how

> > serious an issue it is.  BP's vessels of opportunity program is an

> > option  I would think there would be tons of non-working shrimp boats

> > out there trying to make a buck.  Even recreational fishermen with

> > vessels capable of cruising offshore would be suitable.  I don't know

> > what is considered a humane and veterinary medical accepted time

> > frames, but I would think that would hinge on the degree of distress

> > of the turtle.  Seriously lethargic oiled turtles would need immediate

> > transport.

> >

> > For healthy turtles, or perhaps even oiled turtles if they appear

> > vigorous and active, I believe they could be kept aboard for a few

> > days to a week, or more, if necessary. I seriously doubt it would come

> > to that, but, I don't think it would harm a healthy turtle that is

> > kept moist and shaded and on its back.  In the days of turtle

> > schooners and the fresh green sea turtle trade in Florida (Key West),

> > turtles were frequently transported long distances, as from Nicaragua

> > and Costa Rica, to the Caymans and then to Florida, where they were

> > sold fresh on Key West docks.  Turtles exported from the mainland

> > (Nicaragua and Costa Rica) via the Caymans to the U.S., weighing from

> > 80 to 200 pounds and averaging about 155 pounds lost an average of 15%

> > of their body weight in transit , but suffered no other apparent ill

> > effects (Rebel 1944).  I read of a turtle being shipped from the West

> > Indies to Copenhagen, though it lost about 20% of its weight in the

> > 4-week crossing (ibid.).  So, I think a time frame of a few days to a

> > week would certainly be acceptable and not inhumane for healthy or

> > vigorous turtles.

> > Eric

> >

> > Barbara.Schroeder wrote:

> >> There remains a significant logistical issue of moving oiled turtles

> >> to identified rehab facilities.  What is the COE's plan for

> >> accomplishing that transport within humane and veterinary medical

> >> accepted timeframes?

> >>

> >> Eric G. Hawk wrote:

> >>> Hello all:

> >>>

> >>> Hopper dredging operations are expected to commence beginning as

> >>> early as tomorrow or Saturday, in Gulf of Mexico areas where turtle

> >>> captures are anticipated.  Hopper dredges formerly dredging in the

> >>> MR-GO are being redirected toward Louisiana barrier island berm

> >>> construction efforts.  There may be as many as 4-5 hopper dredges

> >>> working simultaneously in the area soon.  To reduce the probability

> >>> of dredge entrainment and injury/mortality, the Corps of Engineers

> >>> is required by the GARBO (Gulf of Mexico Area Regional Biological

> >>> Opinion dated Nov 19, 2003, as amended on Jan 9, 2007) to operate

> >>> trawlers to capture and relocate turtles, when certain conditions

> >>> are met.  Those non-discretionary minimum conditions are clearly
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> >>> spelled out in the GARBO, though the COE may impose more

> >>> conservative conditions in their permits authorizing the activity.

> >>> Because the dredging will occur in or near oiled areas, the

> >>> probability of capturing oiled turtles is increased.  This will also

> >>> necessitate relocating un-oiled turtles further from the capture

> >>> location, to prevent re-oiling.

> >>>

> >>> I'd like to clarify some points about the GARBO and what we would

> >>> expect, given this emergency situation.:

> >>>

> >>> The GARBO requires that live sea turtles taken by the dredges or

> >>> relocation trawlers be released /at least/ 3 miles away from the

> >>> dredge site, or /at least/ 5 miles away if the turtle is a

> >>> re-capture.  These are only /minimum/ distance requirements:

> >>> Turtles /may/should be released further away if necessary/ to

> >>> prevent releasing the turtles into oiled areas or if operational

> >>> circumstances dictate.

> >>>

> >>> The GARBO also requires that sea turtles captured pursuant to

> >>> relocation trawling be "handled in a manner designed to ensure their

> >>> safety and viability" and further requires that that injured sea

> >>> turtles be immediately transported to the nearest sea turtle

> >>> rehabilitation facility.  Oiled turtles are injured turtles, and

> >>> must be handled in an appropriate manner to ensure their safety and

> >>> viability; thus, they should be treated and transported to rehab.

> >>> facilities; however, "immediately" may not be possible in this

> >>> emergency situation; therefore, as soon as is reasonably possible is

> >>> acceptable.  Normal, uninjured turtles can be safely kept, moist and

> >>> shaded, for longer periods of time and they should be fine.

> >>>

> >>> Depending upon the numbers of non-oiled turtles captured by the

> >>> relocation trawlers, turtles may not always be able to be released

> >>> away from the site immediately, if to do so would mean the dredges

> >>> are operating without trawlers able to sweep in front of them.  The

> >>> GARBO states that turtles may not be kept longer than 12 hours

> >>> before their release; however, given the nature and extent of the

> >>> emergency and oil spill, NMFS SERO PRD considers that it is

> >>> preferable (and safe) to keep a turtle on board for longer than 12

> >>> hours, if the turtle's safety is a consideration in the delayed

> >>> release or if logistical problems prevent it.  If it can be done

> >>> safely and without injury to the turtle, turtles may be transferred

> >>> onto another vessel for transport to the release area (or the

> >>> rehabilitation port, or other port for transfer of the turtles

> >>> overland to a treatment/rehab facility) to enable the relocation

> >>> trawler(s) to continue sweeping the sand borrow sites without

> >>> interruption.

> >>>

> >>> Prior to release or transport, sea turtles are required to be

> >>> weighed, measured, identified to species, scanned for existing tags,

> >>> tags, flipper-tagged  and/or PIT-tagged, and genetic samples (skin

> >>> tags) taken (genetic samples should be preserved in supersaturated
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> >>> NaCl solution, and mailed to NMFS SEFSC within 60 days if

> >>> possible).  Turtles taken by the dredge should also be genetic

> >>> sampled.  Sampling requirements, however, should never be put before

> >>> the safety of the vessel or crew.

> >>>

> >>> Any questions or concerns pleaser reply directly to me.  Thank you.

> >>>

> >>> Eric

>



--

><((((º>´¯`·.¸¸.><((((º>¸.·´¯`·.¸><((((º>´¯`·.¸¸..><((((º>



Karla Reece

SERO Section 6 Coordinator - ESA Biologist

National Marine Fisheries Service

Southeast Regional Office

Protected Resources

253 13th Ave. S.

St. Petersburg, FL 33701

phone: 727/824-5348

fax: 727/824-5309

email: karla.reece@noaa.gov

web:  http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/conservation/states/
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Barbara.Schroeder [Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov]



Sent: Sunday, July 04, 2010 11:20 AM



To: Karla Reece



Cc: Alexis Gutierrez; David Bernhart; Eric Hawk; Teri Rowles



Subject: Re: [Fwd: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm construction sites]



5/3/2011



The only direction they can go by boat within reach of where the dredges will be working is west

toward western LA into neritic habitat, not offshore.  There is nowhere within easy logistical

reach by vessel to the east unless you go all the way to the Big Bend area of FL.



Karla Reece wrote:



Sorry we got cut off there at the end.  I'll talk with wildlife and other folks here to

look into the question about where non-oiled turtles should be relocated.



~Karla



Alexis Gutierrez wrote:



Hi David/Eric and Karla,

   We are chatting with Dena about what the USACE plans to do with

the turtles for relocation trawling this am. Please join us at 9am

ctrl/10am eastern. Cheers, A



Great! Let's use the call-in below. Cheers, A



Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS wrote:



Sure

---------

Message sent via my BlackBerry Wireless Device



----- Original Message -----

From: Alexis Gutierrez <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>



Subject: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm construction sites

From: Alexis Gutierrez <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>

Date: Sat, 03 Jul 2010 23:38:32 -0400

To: "Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS" <Dena.D.Dickerson@usace.army.mil>, Barbara

Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Teri Rowles <Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>

To: "Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS" <Dena.D.Dickerson@usace.army.mil>, Barbara

Schroeder <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Teri Rowles <Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>



phone no.


phone no.
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To: Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS; Teri Rowles

<Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>; Barbara Schroeder

<Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>

Sent: Sat Jul 03 15:09:34 2010

Subject: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm

construction sites



Hi Dena,

    We are going to be tied up in litigation calls for the rest of the

day. How about we talk about 9am ctrl tomorrow? Cheers, A



Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS wrote:

>

> Yes!!!  Call me any time.



> ---------

> Message sent via my BlackBerry Wireless Device

>

>

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: Alexis Gutierrez <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>

> To: Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS; Barbara Schroeder

> <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>; Teri Rowles

<Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>

> Sent: Sat Jul 03 14:48:30 2010

> Subject: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm

> construction sites

>

> Hi Dena,

>     I just talked to Trish Bargo who mentioned that the dredges

will be

> operating 30 miles off of Gulfport, MS. Our rehab centers aren't

> necessarily prepped for this large number of turtles. What are

you plans

> for this? Can we do a call on this today or tomorrow? We have

calls

> until 530ctrl today. Cheers, A

>

> Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS wrote:

> > Eric,

> >

> > We are definitely trying to work out these details.  Much of

this is

> > in flux right now.  Trish and I have been trying to track down

the

> > details all day.  Some of the information related to the logistics



> > around the dredge location is a moving target.  We will let you

know

> > as soon as we know.



5/3/2011



phone no.
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> >

> > Dena

> >

> > ------------------------------------------------------------------------

> > *From:* Eric G. Hawk [mailto:Eric.Hawk@noaa.gov]

> > *Sent:* Thu 7/1/2010 4:09 PM

> > *To:* Barbara.Schroeder

> > *Cc:* Small, Daniel L SAD; Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-

MS; Sheryan

> > Epperly; Hauch, Robert G SWG; Payne, Lyal C SAJ; OKane,

Kevin D SAJ;

> > Kinard, Donald W SAJ; Hobbie, David S SAJ; Dennis Klemm;

Robert

> > Hoffman; Lisa Belskis; Trindell, Robbin; Michael Barnette;

Karla

> > Reece; Kelly Shotts; Teri Rowles; Alexis Gutierrez; David

Bernhart

> > *Subject:* Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm

> > construction sites

> >

> > Hi Barbara,

> > Yes, I heard from Dena that that may be an issue, but I don't

know how

> > serious an issue it is.  BP's vessels of opportunity program is an



> > option  I would think there would be tons of non-working

shrimp boats

> > out there trying to make a buck.  Even recreational fishermen

with

> > vessels capable of cruising offshore would be suitable.  I don't

know

> > what is considered a humane and veterinary medical accepted

time

> > frames, but I would think that would hinge on the degree of

distress

> > of the turtle.  Seriously lethargic oiled turtles would need

immediate

> > transport.

> >

> > For healthy turtles, or perhaps even oiled turtles if they appear

> > vigorous and active, I believe they could be kept aboard for a

few

> > days to a week, or more, if necessary. I seriously doubt it

would come

> > to that, but, I don't think it would harm a healthy turtle that is

> > kept moist and shaded and on its back.  In the days of turtle

> > schooners and the fresh green sea turtle trade in Florida (Key

West),

> > turtles were frequently transported long distances, as from

Nicaragua

> > and Costa Rica, to the Caymans and then to Florida, where
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they were

> > sold fresh on Key West docks.  Turtles exported from the

mainland

> > (Nicaragua and Costa Rica) via the Caymans to the U.S.,

weighing from

> > 80 to 200 pounds and averaging about 155 pounds lost an

average of 15%

> > of their body weight in transit , but suffered no other apparent

ill

> > effects (Rebel 1944).  I read of a turtle being shipped from the

West

> > Indies to Copenhagen, though it lost about 20% of its weight in

the

> > 4-week crossing (ibid.).  So, I think a time frame of a few days

to a

> > week would certainly be acceptable and not inhumane for

healthy or

> > vigorous turtles.

> > Eric

> >

> > Barbara.Schroeder wrote:

> >> There remains a significant logistical issue of moving oiled

turtles

> >> to identified rehab facilities.  What is the COE's plan for

> >> accomplishing that transport within humane and veterinary

medical

> >> accepted timeframes?

> >>

> >> Eric G. Hawk wrote:

> >>> Hello all:

> >>>

> >>> Hopper dredging operations are expected to commence

beginning as

> >>> early as tomorrow or Saturday, in Gulf of Mexico areas

where turtle

> >>> captures are anticipated.  Hopper dredges formerly dredging

in the

> >>> MR-GO are being redirected toward Louisiana barrier

island berm

> >>> construction efforts.  There may be as many as 4-5 hopper

dredges

> >>> working simultaneously in the area soon.  To reduce the

probability

> >>> of dredge entrainment and injury/mortality, the Corps of

Engineers

> >>> is required by the GARBO (Gulf of Mexico Area Regional

Biological

> >>> Opinion dated Nov 19, 2003, as amended on Jan 9, 2007) to

operate

> >>> trawlers to capture and relocate turtles, when certain

conditions
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> >>> are met.  Those non-discretionary minimum conditions are

clearly

> >>> spelled out in the GARBO, though the COE may impose

more

> >>> conservative conditions in their permits authorizing the

activity.

> >>> Because the dredging will occur in or near oiled areas, the

> >>> probability of capturing oiled turtles is increased.  This will

also

> >>> necessitate relocating un-oiled turtles further from the

capture

> >>> location, to prevent re-oiling.

> >>>

> >>> I'd like to clarify some points about the GARBO and what

we would

> >>> expect, given this emergency situation.:

> >>>

> >>> The GARBO requires that live sea turtles taken by the

dredges or

> >>> relocation trawlers be released /at least/ 3 miles away from

the

> >>> dredge site, or /at least/ 5 miles away if the turtle is a

> >>> re-capture.  These are only /minimum/ distance

requirements:

> >>> Turtles /may/should be released further away if necessary/

to

> >>> prevent releasing the turtles into oiled areas or if operational



> >>> circumstances dictate.

> >>>

> >>> The GARBO also requires that sea turtles captured pursuant

to

> >>> relocation trawling be "handled in a manner designed to

ensure their

> >>> safety and viability" and further requires that that injured

sea

> >>> turtles be immediately transported to the nearest sea turtle

> >>> rehabilitation facility.  Oiled turtles are injured turtles, and

> >>> must be handled in an appropriate manner to ensure their

safety and

> >>> viability; thus, they should be treated and transported to

rehab.

> >>> facilities; however, "immediately" may not be possible in

this

> >>> emergency situation; therefore, as soon as is reasonably

possible is

> >>> acceptable.  Normal, uninjured turtles can be safely kept,

moist and

> >>> shaded, for longer periods of time and they should be fine.

> >>>

> >>> Depending upon the numbers of non-oiled turtles captured
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by the

> >>> relocation trawlers, turtles may not always be able to be

released

> >>> away from the site immediately, if to do so would mean the

dredges

> >>> are operating without trawlers able to sweep in front of

them.  The

> >>> GARBO states that turtles may not be kept longer than 12

hours

> >>> before their release; however, given the nature and extent of

the

> >>> emergency and oil spill, NMFS SERO PRD considers that it

is

> >>> preferable (and safe) to keep a turtle on board for longer

than 12

> >>> hours, if the turtle's safety is a consideration in the delayed

> >>> release or if logistical problems prevent it.  If it can be done

> >>> safely and without injury to the turtle, turtles may be

transferred

> >>> onto another vessel for transport to the release area (or the

> >>> rehabilitation port, or other port for transfer of the turtles

> >>> overland to a treatment/rehab facility) to enable the

relocation

> >>> trawler(s) to continue sweeping the sand borrow sites

without

> >>> interruption.

> >>>

> >>> Prior to release or transport, sea turtles are required to be

> >>> weighed, measured, identified to species, scanned for

existing tags,

> >>> tags, flipper-tagged  and/or PIT-tagged, and genetic samples

(skin

> >>> tags) taken (genetic samples should be preserved in

supersaturated

> >>> NaCl solution, and mailed to NMFS SEFSC within 60 days

if

> >>> possible).  Turtles taken by the dredge should also be

genetic

> >>> sampled.  Sampling requirements, however, should never be

put before

> >>> the safety of the vessel or crew.

> >>>

> >>> Any questions or concerns pleaser reply directly to me.

Thank you.

> >>>

> >>> Eric

>



--
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Karla Reece

SERO Section 6 Coordinator - ESA Biologist

National Marine Fisheries Service

Southeast Regional Office

Protected Resources

253 13th Ave. S.

St. Petersburg, FL 33701

phone: 727/824-5348

fax: 727/824-5309

email: karla.reece@noaa.gov

web:  http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/conservation/states/



5/3/2011



Document ID: 0.7.27.28612



http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/conservation/states/





Microsoft Outlook



From: Teri Rowles [Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov]



Sent: Sunday, July 04, 2010 12:12 PM



To: Karla Reece



Cc: Alexis Gutierrez; David Bernhart; Eric Hawk; Barbara Schroeder



Subject: Re: [Fwd: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm construction sites]



5/3/2011



The IC from BP here at the Houma ICC said that BP is not responsible for this effort and that it

is not part of response of Unified Command and is not the responsibility of the Wildlife Branch.

Spoke with Todd at LDWF and he is tracking down the information within the state.



Karla Reece wrote:



Sorry we got cut off there at the end.  I'll talk with wildlife and other folks here to

look into the question about where non-oiled turtles should be relocated.



~Karla



Alexis Gutierrez wrote:



Hi David/Eric and Karla,

   We are chatting with Dena about what the USACE plans to do with

the turtles for relocation trawling this am. Please join us at 9am

ctrl/10am eastern. Cheers, A



Great! Let's use the call-in below. Cheers, A



Subject:

Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm construction sites



From:

Alexis Gutierrez <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>



Date:

Sat, 03 Jul 2010 23:38:32 -0400



To:

"Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS"

<Dena.D.Dickerson@usace.army.mil>, Barbara Schroeder

<Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Teri Rowles

<Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>



To:

"Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS"

<Dena.D.Dickerson@usace.army.mil>, Barbara Schroeder

<Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>, Teri Rowles

<Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>



phone no.
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Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS wrote:



Sure

---------

Message sent via my BlackBerry Wireless Device



----- Original Message -----

From: Alexis Gutierrez <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>

To: Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS; Teri Rowles

<Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>; Barbara Schroeder

<Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>

Sent: Sat Jul 03 15:09:34 2010

Subject: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm

construction sites



Hi Dena,

    We are going to be tied up in litigation calls for the rest of the

day. How about we talk about 9am ctrl tomorrow? Cheers, A



Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS wrote:

>

> Yes!!!  Call me any time.



> ---------

> Message sent via my BlackBerry Wireless Device

>

>

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: Alexis Gutierrez <Alexis.Gutierrez@noaa.gov>

> To: Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS; Barbara Schroeder

> <Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov>; Teri Rowles

<Teri.Rowles@noaa.gov>

> Sent: Sat Jul 03 14:48:30 2010

> Subject: Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm

> construction sites

>

> Hi Dena,

>     I just talked to Trish Bargo who mentioned that the dredges

will be

> operating 30 miles off of Gulfport, MS. Our rehab centers aren't

> necessarily prepped for this large number of turtles. What are

you plans

> for this? Can we do a call on this today or tomorrow? We have

calls

> until 530ctrl today. Cheers, A

>

> Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-MS wrote:

> > Eric,
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> >

> > We are definitely trying to work out these details.  Much of

this is

> > in flux right now.  Trish and I have been trying to track down

the

> > details all day.  Some of the information related to the logistics



> > around the dredge location is a moving target.  We will let you

know

> > as soon as we know.

> >

> > Dena

> >

> > ------------------------------------------------------------------------

> > *From:* Eric G. Hawk [mailto:Eric.Hawk@noaa.gov]

> > *Sent:* Thu 7/1/2010 4:09 PM

> > *To:* Barbara.Schroeder

> > *Cc:* Small, Daniel L SAD; Dickerson, Dena D ERDC-EL-

MS; Sheryan

> > Epperly; Hauch, Robert G SWG; Payne, Lyal C SAJ; OKane,

Kevin D SAJ;

> > Kinard, Donald W SAJ; Hobbie, David S SAJ; Dennis Klemm;

Robert

> > Hoffman; Lisa Belskis; Trindell, Robbin; Michael Barnette;

Karla

> > Reece; Kelly Shotts; Teri Rowles; Alexis Gutierrez; David

Bernhart

> > *Subject:* Re: Hopper dredges arriving at the protective berm

> > construction sites

> >

> > Hi Barbara,

> > Yes, I heard from Dena that that may be an issue, but I don't

know how

> > serious an issue it is.  BP's vessels of opportunity program is an



> > option  I would think there would be tons of non-working

shrimp boats

> > out there trying to make a buck.  Even recreational fishermen

with

> > vessels capable of cruising offshore would be suitable.  I don't

know

> > what is considered a humane and veterinary medical accepted

time

> > frames, but I would think that would hinge on the degree of

distress

> > of the turtle.  Seriously lethargic oiled turtles would need

immediate

> > transport.

> >

> > For healthy turtles, or perhaps even oiled turtles if they appear

> > vigorous and active, I believe they could be kept aboard for a
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few

> > days to a week, or more, if necessary. I seriously doubt it

would come

> > to that, but, I don't think it would harm a healthy turtle that is

> > kept moist and shaded and on its back.  In the days of turtle

> > schooners and the fresh green sea turtle trade in Florida (Key

West),

> > turtles were frequently transported long distances, as from

Nicaragua

> > and Costa Rica, to the Caymans and then to Florida, where

they were

> > sold fresh on Key West docks.  Turtles exported from the

mainland

> > (Nicaragua and Costa Rica) via the Caymans to the U.S.,

weighing from

> > 80 to 200 pounds and averaging about 155 pounds lost an

average of 15%

> > of their body weight in transit , but suffered no other apparent

ill

> > effects (Rebel 1944).  I read of a turtle being shipped from the

West

> > Indies to Copenhagen, though it lost about 20% of its weight in

the

> > 4-week crossing (ibid.).  So, I think a time frame of a few days

to a

> > week would certainly be acceptable and not inhumane for

healthy or

> > vigorous turtles.

> > Eric

> >

> > Barbara.Schroeder wrote:

> >> There remains a significant logistical issue of moving oiled

turtles

> >> to identified rehab facilities.  What is the COE's plan for

> >> accomplishing that transport within humane and veterinary

medical

> >> accepted timeframes?

> >>

> >> Eric G. Hawk wrote:

> >>> Hello all:

> >>>

> >>> Hopper dredging operations are expected to commence

beginning as

> >>> early as tomorrow or Saturday, in Gulf of Mexico areas

where turtle

> >>> captures are anticipated.  Hopper dredges formerly dredging

in the

> >>> MR-GO are being redirected toward Louisiana barrier

island berm

> >>> construction efforts.  There may be as many as 4-5 hopper

dredges
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> >>> working simultaneously in the area soon.  To reduce the

probability

> >>> of dredge entrainment and injury/mortality, the Corps of

Engineers

> >>> is required by the GARBO (Gulf of Mexico Area Regional

Biological

> >>> Opinion dated Nov 19, 2003, as amended on Jan 9, 2007) to

operate

> >>> trawlers to capture and relocate turtles, when certain

conditions

> >>> are met.  Those non-discretionary minimum conditions are

clearly

> >>> spelled out in the GARBO, though the COE may impose

more

> >>> conservative conditions in their permits authorizing the

activity.

> >>> Because the dredging will occur in or near oiled areas, the

> >>> probability of capturing oiled turtles is increased.  This will

also

> >>> necessitate relocating un-oiled turtles further from the

capture

> >>> location, to prevent re-oiling.

> >>>

> >>> I'd like to clarify some points about the GARBO and what

we would

> >>> expect, given this emergency situation.:

> >>>

> >>> The GARBO requires that live sea turtles taken by the

dredges or

> >>> relocation trawlers be released /at least/ 3 miles away from

the

> >>> dredge site, or /at least/ 5 miles away if the turtle is a

> >>> re-capture.  These are only /minimum/ distance

requirements:

> >>> Turtles /may/should be released further away if necessary/

to

> >>> prevent releasing the turtles into oiled areas or if operational



> >>> circumstances dictate.

> >>>

> >>> The GARBO also requires that sea turtles captured pursuant

to

> >>> relocation trawling be "handled in a manner designed to

ensure their

> >>> safety and viability" and further requires that that injured

sea

> >>> turtles be immediately transported to the nearest sea turtle

> >>> rehabilitation facility.  Oiled turtles are injured turtles, and

> >>> must be handled in an appropriate manner to ensure their

safety and

> >>> viability; thus, they should be treated and transported to
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rehab.

> >>> facilities; however, "immediately" may not be possible in

this

> >>> emergency situation; therefore, as soon as is reasonably

possible is

> >>> acceptable.  Normal, uninjured turtles can be safely kept,

moist and

> >>> shaded, for longer periods of time and they should be fine.

> >>>

> >>> Depending upon the numbers of non-oiled turtles captured

by the

> >>> relocation trawlers, turtles may not always be able to be

released

> >>> away from the site immediately, if to do so would mean the

dredges

> >>> are operating without trawlers able to sweep in front of

them.  The

> >>> GARBO states that turtles may not be kept longer than 12

hours

> >>> before their release; however, given the nature and extent of

the

> >>> emergency and oil spill, NMFS SERO PRD considers that it

is

> >>> preferable (and safe) to keep a turtle on board for longer

than 12

> >>> hours, if the turtle's safety is a consideration in the delayed

> >>> release or if logistical problems prevent it.  If it can be done

> >>> safely and without injury to the turtle, turtles may be

transferred

> >>> onto another vessel for transport to the release area (or the

> >>> rehabilitation port, or other port for transfer of the turtles

> >>> overland to a treatment/rehab facility) to enable the

relocation

> >>> trawler(s) to continue sweeping the sand borrow sites

without

> >>> interruption.

> >>>

> >>> Prior to release or transport, sea turtles are required to be

> >>> weighed, measured, identified to species, scanned for

existing tags,

> >>> tags, flipper-tagged  and/or PIT-tagged, and genetic samples

(skin

> >>> tags) taken (genetic samples should be preserved in

supersaturated

> >>> NaCl solution, and mailed to NMFS SEFSC within 60 days

if

> >>> possible).  Turtles taken by the dredge should also be

genetic

> >>> sampled.  Sampling requirements, however, should never be

put before

> >>> the safety of the vessel or crew.
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> >>>

> >>> Any questions or concerns pleaser reply directly to me.

Thank you.

> >>>

> >>> Eric

>



--

><((((º>´¯`·.¸¸.><((((º>¸.·´¯`·.¸><((((º>´¯`·.¸¸..><((((º>



Karla Reece

SERO Section 6 Coordinator - ESA Biologist

National Marine Fisheries Service

Southeast Regional Office

Protected Resources

253 13th Ave. S.

St. Petersburg, FL 33701

phone: 727/824-5348

fax: 727/824-5309

email: karla.reece@noaa.gov

web:  http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/conservation/states/
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Microsoft Outlook



From: Helen Golde <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>



Sent: Sunday, July 04, 2010 3:11 PM



To: Teri Rowles; Barbara Schroeder; Alexis Gutierrez



Subject: [Fwd: Correction Use This one -- Re: Revised Wildlife 2 pager -- update on turtle



actions]



Attachments: Turtle response 2 pager-3.doc



Hello all-- Please see the attached. I pulled it together at JO's request. It is out now for comment and I would



like input from you all as well. The NRDA stuff came from Bob Haddad.



Please get me any comments by Tuesday morning.



Enjoy your 4th!



-- Helen



-------- Original Message --------


Subject: Correction Use This one -- Re: Revised Wildlife 2 pager -- update on turtle actions



Date: Sun, 04 Jul 2010 14:11:40 -0400



From: John Oliver <John.Oliver@noaa.gov>



To: Jane Lubchenco <Jane.Lubchenco@noaa.gov>, Monica Medina <Monica.Medina@noaa.gov>,



Margaret Spring <Margaret.Spring@noaa.gov>, David Kennedy <David.Kennedy@noaa.gov>,



Dave Westerholm <Dave.Westerholm@noaa.gov>, John Rapp <John.Rapp@noaa.gov>, Eric



Schwaab <Eric.Schwaab@noaa.gov>, Steve Murawski <Steve.Murawski@noaa.gov>, Brycen



Swart <Brycen.Swart@noaa.gov>



CC: _HQ Deep Water Horizon Staff <dwh.staff@noaa.gov>, Rebecca Chiampi



<Rebecca.Chiampi@noaa.gov>, Helen Golde <Helen.Golde@noaa.gov>, Robert Haddad



<Robert.Haddad@noaa.gov>, John Oliver <John.Oliver@noaa.gov>



References: <4C30CCE4.4080700@noaa.gov>



Use this version if doing a reply all. In initial send to Gladys Medina



instead of Monica. Corrected here. jo



John Oliver wrote:



> Per our discussion on Friday's 4:00 call attached is a DRAFT revised



> wildlife paper reflecting actions to date & future actions both for



> response and NRDA. Looking for comments and suggestions by Tuesday am



> so document can be finalized Tuesday pm.



>



> Comments & suggestions should be sent to Helen Golde by 10 am Tuesday



> July 6th.



>



> Thanks to Helen Golde and the PR Staff and Bob Haddad and the NRDA



> Staff. Hope everyone is enjoying this wonderful 4th of July weekend.



> Just a few hours away from firing up the grill and kicking back. Happy



> 4th of July to all. jo
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Sea Turtles and the Deepwater Horizon MC252 Spill Response



Sea Turtles in the Gulf of Mexico



There are 5 species of sea turtles that are found in the Gulf of Mexico, all of them listed



on the Endangered Species Act.



 Green (Chelonia mydas): threatened; Florida breeding population endangered.



 Kemp’s Ridley (Lepidochelys kempii): endangered.



 Loggerhead (Caretta caretta): threatened; proposed for uplisting to endangered.



 Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata):  endangered.



 Leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea): endangered.



NOAA Fisheries Service has jurisdiction for sea turtles when they are in the ocean; the



U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has jurisdiction for sea turtles when they are on



land.



Threats to Sea Turtles



Major threats to sea turtles in the U.S. include, but are not limited to: destruction and



alteration of nesting and foraging habitats; incidental capture in commercial and



recreational fisheries; entanglement in marine debris; and vessel strikes. To reduce the



incidental capture of sea turtles in commercial fisheries, NOAA Fisheries has enacted



regulations to restrict certain U.S. commercial fishing gears (gillnets, longlines, pound



nets, and trawls) that have known, significant bycatch of sea turtles. To effectively



address all threats to marine turtles, NOAA Fisheries and the USFWS have developed



recovery plans to direct research and management efforts for each sea turtle species.



Severe weather can also be a threat to sea turtle nests.  Hurricane Alex recently washed



about 1600 Kemp’s ridley nests off the beach in Mexico.



Threats to Sea Turtles from Deepwater Horizon Spill:



 Pelagic stage juvenile turtles of four species – Kemp’s ridley, loggerhead, hawksbill



and green turtle live at and very near the surface and associate with convergence



areas, many of which are now contaminated with oil in the eastern Gulf of Mexico.



Juvenile turtles may ingest oil while feeding in these areas, or become trapped by the



oil and drown.



 Convergence areas are being targeted for surface burning and skimmer and other



surface clean up operations, threatening the turtles in these areas.



 The only nesting assemblage of the Kemp’s ridley in the world is in the western Gulf



of Mexico.  Hatchlings will begin emerging from their nests to enter the Gulf of



Mexico in early to mid July. These hatchlings are at risk of encountering oil in



pelagic habitats.  Adult females are beginning their migration from the southwest



Gulf of Mexico back to their primary feeding areas along the entire northern and



eastern Gulf of Mexico, placing these adults at risk of encountering oil.



 Loggerhead turtles have begun nesting in Alabama, the panhandle of Florida, and



along the SW Florida coast. These nesting females are at risk of encountering oil on



their nesting beaches and in nearshore areas.  By mid-summer tens of thousands of
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loggerhead hatchlings will enter the eastern Gulf where they will move into pelagic



convergence areas, many of which are now oiled.



Mitigation Actions to Protect Sea Turtles from Oil Spill Threats



Threats to sea turtle nests:



 The US Fish and Wildlife Service, in cooperation with NOAA Fisheries, will be



relocating loggerhead sea turtle nests from beaches in Alabama and the Florida



panhandle to the east coast of Florida.



 Nests will be dug out by hand, kept upright and moved in temperature controlled



trucks.



 The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation negotiated an agreement with FedEx



corporation to provide the temperature controlled truck.



 This type of nest relocation has never been attempted before and is risky, but has been



determined to be the best chance for survival of the hatchlings.



Threats to turtles in water:



 NOAA Fisheries staff and State partners, working within the Unified Command are



conducting on-water search and rescue operations to retrieve turtles caught in oil,



primarily in convergence areas.



 Rescued turtles are placed in rehabilitation facilities, where they are deoiled, inside



and out.  They will be eventually released into unoiled habitat.



Threats to turtles from clean up operations:



 NOAA Fisheries staff, working within the Unified Command, are ramping up an



observer program to embed observers within the burn units.  Observers will be placed



on the igniter boats and will make every effort to rescue every turtle they find in the



area to be burned.



 Following ramp up of the burn unit observer program, a similar observer program for



skimmer units will be initiated.  This purpose will be to rescue turtles before they are



captured by oil skimmers.



 These observer programs will be refined and increased as operational limitations are



determined and overcome.



 NOAA Fisheries staff continue to consult and coordinate with members of Unified



Command operations unit to provide best management practices to limit impacts to



turtles from any new clean up operations.



Litigation:



 Turtle Island Restoration Network and the Center for Biological Diversity filed a 60



day notice to sue under the Endangered Species Act and requested a temporary



restraining order (TRO) to stop burn activities until turtles can be rescued from the



burn areas prior to burn.



 An agreement was reached and the TRO was not needed.  No burns will take place



until Tuesday, July 6.  The first observers will be in the burn unit by then.



Natural Resources Damage Assessment:
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Ongoing Actions:



Targeted aerial surveys that have been occurring since mid May.



Synoptic surveys on the NOAA Twin Otter are conducted along line



transects to monitor distribution and abundance of marine mammals and



sea turtles in areas pre and post oiling.  (ONE NOTE:  Last Friday we



were notified of flight restrictions being imposed not allowing flights



below 1000 ft which will not allow for these flights to be performed



effectively.  We are actively working this issue through the Incident



Command in Mobile.  These flights were targeted for the end of July



under a



signed workplan with BP.



Targeted helicopter surveys are being conducted to document the



presence of adult turtles in oiled areas.  Helicopter surveys have also



targeted sargassum beds to support on water response and rescue



operations for small pelagic turtles that are not visible from



aircraft.



Proposed Actions:
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Scientific Workshops:



A scientific workshop was held June 30-July1 in New Orleans with



invited trustees, responsible party representatives, and subject matter



experts to discuss the current NRDA preassessment activities, discuss



injury quantification and longer term studies, restoration



opportunities and ideas, and coordination with response activities.
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From: Gary Jackson
To: Denise Walker
Cc: Megan O"toole; Charles Juliand
Subject: Fwd: 2010-00519 National Marine Fisheries Service FOIA referral
Date: Monday, September 10, 2012 3:45:04 PM
Attachments: National Marine Fisheries Service referral docs.pdf


FYI. 


---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <Charis_Wilson@nps.gov>
Date: Mon, Sep 10, 2012 at 1:23 PM
Subject: 2010-00519 National Marine Fisheries Service FOIA referral
To: cpapatha@greenpeace.org
Cc: gary.jackson@noaa.gov


Dear Ms. Juska,


The attached four pages, which were located by NOAA while they were
responding to your July 30, 2010 FOIA request which was assigned tracking
number 2010-00519, were referred to us because they had been created by NPS
employees.  We have reviewed these materials and are releasing them to you
in full.


Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have.


Sincerely,


C.
____________________
Ms. Charis Wilson, MLS, CRM
NPS FOIA Officer
12795 W. Alameda Parkway
PO Box 25287
Denver, CO  80225-0287
303-969-2959
Fax: 303-969-2557
1-855-NPS-FOIA


"What we find changes who we become." - Peter Morville


"The historian works with records...there is no substitute for records: no
records, no history." - Paraphrasing Langlois & Seignobos (1903)


"Let us be guardians, not gardeners" - Adolph Murie


(See attached file: National Marine Fisheries Service referral docs.pdf)
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