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From Michael Barnette


To Tracy Dunn


Cc David Bernhart


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Fwd Sea Turtle Strandings for UTC
Date Tuesday April 20 201043924 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Tracy
Not sure if you got thisemail
Thanks
Mike


Michael Barnette wrote
FYI


Are there any LEO resources in the area that could do some checking
into this TEDs compliance The Pascagoula guys are tied up with
training all this week
Thanks
Mike


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Sea Turtle Strandings for UTC
Date Mon 19 Apr 2010 075551 0400
From Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhartnoaagovMichael Barnette
MichaelBarnette@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
CC SheryanEpperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov


FYI there were 11 strandings last week on the upper TX coast see
attached This is a big pulse and is traditionally the time of year
when we start to have issues in the upper TX LA area Is there any
enforcement in the area and if not can there be


Subject
Fwd Sea Turtle Strandings for UTC
From


Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov
Date


Mon 19 Apr 2010 072239 0400
To


Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov Lisa Belskis LisaBelskis@noaagov


To


Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov Lisa Belskis LisaBelskis@noaagov


Original Message
Subject Sea Turtle Strandings for UTC







Date Sun 18 Apr 2010 105621 0500
From Lyndsey Howell LyndseyHowell@noaagov
Organization NOAA Fisheries
To Ben Higgins BenHiggins@noaagov Cain Bustinza


CainBustinza@noaagov Matt Clark MattClark@noaagov Roger
Zimmerman RogerZimmerman@noaagov Sheryan Epperly
SheryanEpperly@noaagov Tom Minello TomMinellonoaagovRhonda
OToole RhondaOToole@noaagov James M Nance JamesMNancenoaagov


Hi Everyone
It has been a very busy week of sea turtle strandings for us
unfortunately all have been deceased There was a total of 11 stranding
incidences this past week including both juvenile and an adult Kemps
ridleys and one juvenile green turtle Detailed information is attached
on these events and the weekly surveys
Hope everyone is having a great and safe weekend


Thank you
Lyndsey
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Eric Hawk Dennis Klemm


Subject MX TED article


Date Wednesday April 21 2010 111902 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Wait for the spin


Shrimp Caught Up in Environmental Restrictions
By Emilio Godoy


MEXICO CITY Apr 20 2010 IPS By the time the shrimp season opens
again in the fall Mexicos fleet hopes to have regained certification
to export shrimp harvested on the open sea to the United States which
it lost Tuesday To do so shrimpers will have to prove they meet sea
turtle protection standards


The US government announced in late March that it would withdraw the
certification because the US National Marine Fisheries Service


determined that Mexicos turtle excluder devices TEDs no longer lived
up to US standards


Enforcement is important and the additional pressure to conform to
international norms is likely to be helpful Todd Steiner head of the
Turtle Island Restoration Network TIRN told IPS


The California based international marine conservation organisation is
one of the groups behind the pressure to get Washington to apply
non trade sanctions due to the harm caused to several species of sea
turtles by industrial shrimp fishing in open ocean off the coast of
Mexico where the shrimp season ended this month


TIRN which also has offices in Costa Rica and Papua New Guinea filed a
lawsuit in November against the U S State Department for violations of
the Endangered Species Act for allowing shrimp caught using methods that
are deadly to sea turtles to be sold in the United States the worlds
largest single market for shrimp


According to the suit filed in a California district court the State
Department has failed to properly evaluate and prevent harm to sea
turtles from overseas fleets that export shrimp to the US under the
ESAs TurtleShrimp Law which certified in May 2009 that 15 nations
including Mexico had adopted programmes to reduce the incidental
capture of sea turtles in their shrimp fisheries


But the government of Barack Obama decided to withdraw Mexicos
certification after carrying out inspections of TEDs used by shrimpers
in this country


The embargo is the result of a badly designed fishing policy it comes
from an overly lenient policy on the part of the government that allows
this kind of activity Alejandro Olivera coordinator of Greenpeaces
oceans and coasts campaign in Mexico told IPS







TEDs are a gear modification used on shrimp trawls that enables sea
turtles to escape from the nets


Mexico exported some 44000 tons of shrimp to the United States in 2009
for an estimated 330 million dollars The ban applies to around 38
million dollars worth of wild harvested shrimp a sector in which Mexico
competes with Thailand China Vietnam and other nations


Most of Mexicos shrimp is harvested in shallow coastal waters or
farmed and the ban will apply to only 20 percent of the countrys
annual shrimp production according to Mexicos National Aquaculture and
Fishing Commission CONAPESCA which announced that it would work with
experts from the United States to get the countrys fleets recertified
through new inspections most likely by the start of the shrimp season
in September


At the daily press briefing in Washington Monday US State Department
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs Philip J Crowley said that
although the withdrawal of certification of Mexicos TED programme has
trade ramifications this is primarily an environmental compliance issue
aimed at preserving endangered sea turtles


He added that both governments are engaged to ensure renewal of Mexican
certification within the shortest period of time consistent with the
requirements of US law


Wild shrimp is generally caught in trawl nets which catch everything in
their path Shrimp trawling has an especially high unintentional capture
or bycatch of other species for every kilo of shrimp netted up to 10
kilos of other marine life is thrown back into the sea dead or dying
according to GreenpeacesInternational Seafood Red List


Six species of sea turtle are native to Mexico where most species
remain extremely endangered especially leatherback greens and
loggerheads on the Pacific coast Steiner said


Today there are as few as 2000 adult female leatherback turtles in the
Pacific Ocean


A report on fishing in Mexico carried out in 2009 by the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organisation FAO titled Estudio social de la
pesca en Mexico found an excessive number of boats and harvesting of
juveniles a failure to respect seasonal fishing bans and a lack of
work opportunities and access to loans


Some 1350 shrimp trawlers operate in Mexico where there are at least
10 species of shrimp


In 1988 FAO and the World Bank recommended that Mexico cut its Pacific
shrimp fleet by 29 to 49 percent and the Gulf of Mexico fleet by 50 to
60 percent


As a result of the US withdrawal of certification which critics say
is questionable because it is a non trade sanction against foreign
products CONAPESCA and PROFEPA Mexicosfederal environmental


prosecutor carried out 1219 inspections of shrimp boats


As a result 40 boats were seized and shrimping equipment was
confiscated from 40 trawlers along with more than 33500 kilos of
catch In addition 106 boats were fined for violating regulations on







the use of TEDs


Between 2005 and 2009 CONAPESCA revoked 305 commercial fishing licenses
and 95 concessions involving 400 shrimpers The goal is to add another
92 boats to that total this year


Embargos work but inspection and monitoring is needed There are many
unregulated boats and illegal fishing is a big problem said Olivera
who suggested the creation of marine reserves where fishing is banned


The threat of a ban on shrimp exports from Mexico had been hanging in
the air for several years In 2008 the New Yorkbased Natural Resources
Defence Council NRDC called for a ban to protect the vaquita marina a
highly endangered small porpoise that lives only in Mexicos Upper Gulf
of California


The vaquita marina is considered the worlds most endangered small
cetacean species with just 150 individuals left


That year the NRDC the fishing industry and the Mexican government
signed an agreement for a programme to protect the vaquita marina which
periodically drowns in shrimp nets


Mexico was subjected to a similar ban in 1990 when the US government
banned tuna imports from Mexico Venezuela Panama Ecuador and the
tiny Pacific island of Vanuatu in order to protect dolphins


That measure was lifted in 2000 but since 2006 only tuna certified as
dolphin safe can be sold in the US


I am hopeful that enforcement of the use of turtle excluder devices
will improve and the embargo will be lifted Steiner said END
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart Robert Hoffman


Subject Fwd Cable
Date Thursday April 22 201045531 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I guess they tempered Hogans wrath a bit
Was there ever any blowback from Kelly or HQ about safety issues


Original Message
Subject Cable


Date Thu 22 Apr 2010 162559 0400
From NMFSIACABLES NMFSIACables@noaagov
To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagovAISamuels@noaagov
Andy Bruckner@noaagov BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
BeckyRootes@noaagov Cheri Mccarty CheriMccarty@noaagov Steven


Wilson StevenWilson@noaagov Diana Figueroa
DianaFigueroa@noaagov DavidDetlor@noaagov Dean Swanson
DeanSwanson@noaagov Greg Schneider GregSchneider@noaagov
JanineGalloway@noaagov Jean Pierre Ple JeanPierrePle@noaagov
Jennifer Olson JenniferOlson@noaagov JenniferAnderson@noaagov
JimHerkelrath@noaagovJimMccallum@noaagov JohnDKelly@noaagov
John Mitchell@noaagov Judson Feder@noaagov Kelly Denit
KellyDenit@noaagov Kimberly Blankenbeker


KimberlyBlankenbeker@noaagov KristyLong@noaagov
LindaChaves@noaagov Liz English LizEnglish @noaagov
MarkMurray Brown @noaagov MikiHirano@noaagov Nancy Daves
NancyDaves@noaagov NancyThompson@noaagov NedCyr@noaagov
NicoleLeboeuf@noaagov OthaEasley@noaagov PamMoen@noaagov
Pat Moran @noaagov PatKurkul@noaagov PatrickOpay@noaagov Paul
Niemeier PaulNiemeier@noaagov Rebecca Lent RebeccaLent@noaagov
RichardRanta@noaagov ScotYamashita @noaagov
StephenKBrown@noaagov SteveMurawski@noaagov TomHourigan
TomHourigan@noaagov JessicaKondel@noaagov StuartCory@noaagov
LauraTezer@noaagov KevinPainter@noaagov MartinaSagapolu @noaagov
CharlesRaterman@noaagov EIIenMMcQueen @noaagov
KathyScola@NoaaGov mariaholliday@noaagov MicheleJoubert@noaagov
KimberlySpeech@noaagov KarenNiki@noaagov Joann Mclean @noaagov
KarenHeise Gentile@noaagov LouiseWong@noaagov
BrendaGSmith@noaagov MaryannAllen@noaagov Diane Tierney
DianeTierney@noaagov BradWiley@noaagov CaseyOravetz@noaagov
LauraCimo@noaagov Jeffrey Ray JeffreyRay@noaagov Sharon Beall


SharonBeall@noaagov Joseph Brenner JosephBrenner@noaagov
Loh Lee Low LohLeeLow@noaagov Frank Lockhart


FrankLockhart@noaagov Heidi Hermsmeyer HeidiHermsmeyer@noaagov
Peggy Solomon PeggySolomon@noaagov Karolyn Potter
KarolynPotter@noaagov Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
RaymondClarke RaymondClarke@noaagov Michael Seki
MichaelSeki@noaagov Dawn Graham DawnGraham@noaagov Meghan
Donahue MeghanDonahue@noaagov T Reed TReed@noaagov


Please note the following cables cannot be transmitted electronically
They will be available from FIA in hard copy for the next two weeks
After this time they will be shredded Please contact Jennifer
Olson3017132276 if you would like a copy of the following cables







The Sensitive Unclassified cables are NONE


The Unclassified cables are SEE ATTACHED


Original Message
Subject ECUADOR 2010 TURTLE EXCLUDER DEVICE CERTIFICATION VISIT REF


09 STATE 39749 1 THIS IS AN ACTION REQUEST FOR GUAYAQUIL ECON DON BROWN


Date Thu 22 Apr 2010 122022 0400
From TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
CC tcccableverification @maildocgov


PAAUZYUW RUEHCAA1040 1121600 UUUU RUEHDCA
ZNR UUUUU ZZH


P 221553Z APR 10


FM SECSTATE WASHDC


TO RUEHGLAMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL
INFO RUEHQTAMEMBASSY QUITO
BT


UNCLAS STATE 041040


EO 12958 NA
TAGS SENV EFIS ETRD
SUBJECT ECUADOR 2010 TURTLE EXCLUDER DEVICE


CERTIFICATION VISIT


REF 09 STATE 39749


1 THIS IS AN ACTION REQUEST FOR GUAYAQUIL ECON DON BROWN


PLEASE SEE PARAGRAPH 8


2 SUMMARY FROM MARCH 14 24 A COMBINED STATENATIONAL
OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION TEAM REVIEWED


ECUADORSTURTLE EXCLUDER DEVICE TED PROGRAM IN THE WAKE
OF MEXICO DECERTIFICATION THE SUBSECRETARIA DE RECURSOS
PESCEROSSRA ECUADORIAN FISHERIES HAD CLEARLY DONE
THEIR HOMEWORK PREPARING THE FLEET FOR OUR REVIEW AND


ENSURING THAT THE TEAM WORKED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY WITH TWO OR


THREE OF THE BETTER SRA INSPECTORS SRA NEVERTHELESS HAD


DIFFICULTY SUPPORTING ATSEA WORK AND THEIR ENFORCEMENT


RECORDS DETAILING A HIGH PERCENTAGE OF VERY SERIOUS


VIOLATIONS FURTHER SUGGESTED WEAKNESSES AND ROOM FOR


IMPROVEMENT IN THE COUNTRYS TED PROGRAM THE GOVERNMENT OF


ECUADOR GOE REPORTEDLY PLANS TO ELIMINATE THE INDUSTRIAL
SHRIMPING SECTOR THROUGH BUYOUTS FORCED CONVERSIONS AND A
TWENTY FOLD INCREASE IN FINES FOR TED VIOLATIONS MARKETED AS
A PRO ENVIRONMENT INITIATIVE MAY FURTHER COMPLICATE THINGS
AS FISHERMEN ATTEMPT TO QUICKLY EXTRACT EVERY LAST BIT OF
VALUE FROM THEIR INVESTMENT OFTEN BY CUTTING BACK ON TED
MAINTENANCE OR AS ENFORCEMENT RECORDS INDICATE BY NOT USING
THEM AT ALL BUT THE BOATS THE TEAM SAW WHILE INCURRING
SOME TECHNICAL VIOLATIONS DID NOT HAVE THE SERIOUS DEFECTS
THAT HAVE BEEN THE BASIS FOR DENIAL OF CERTIFICATION IN OTHER


COUNTRIES AND AS A RESULT ECUADOR WILL REMAIN CERTIFIED
DURING 2010 2011 END SUMMARY


NORTH TO SOUTH REVIEW


3 SEVERAL SRA INSPECTORS INCLUDING GUAYAS REGIONAL DIRECTOR


BORIS AYALA ACCOMPANIED THE US TEAM AS IT MADE ITS WAY


SOUTH OVERLAND FROM ESMERALDAS TO MANTA PLAYAS PUERTO
BOLIVAR AND GUAYAQUIL IN THE WAKE OF MEXICOS







DECERTIFICATION THE ECUADORIANS LEFT NOTHING TO CHANCE AND
REPORTED THEY HAD PREPARED THEIR TRAWL FLEET IN ADVANCE OF


THE REVIEW DOCKSIDE AND ATSEA WORK REVEALED TECHNICAL


DEFECTS SOME SERIOUS INCLUDING BACKWARD FACING GRILLS AND
TEDS WITHOUT SIDE CUTS UNLIKE LAST YEAR HOWEVER THE TEAM
DID NOT SEE ANY NAKED8 NETS NETS WITHOUT A TED INSTALLED
OR TIED DOWN FLAPS ON WORKING VESSELS REFTEL EARLY
DOCKSIDE WORK IN ATACAMES ON PARTIALLY MOTHBALLED BOATS


SUGGESTED THERE COULD BE SERIOUS PROBLEMS IN THE FLEET BUT
THE TEAM FOUND NO FURTHER DIRECT EVIDENCE OF THAT IN OTHER


PARTS OF THE COUNTRY


4 THE TEAMS FINDINGS APPEARED TO DIFFER FROM SRAS OWN
RESULTS FROM 2009 ENFORCEMENT RECORDS THAT SENIOR SRA


OFFICIALS SHARED WITH THE TEAM AT A MEETING IN MANTA SHOWED


THAT 9 OF 11 TED VIOLATIONS SRA CITED DURING 2009 INVOLVED


NAKED NETS AN EXTRAORDINARILY HIGH INCIDENCE FOR THIS TYPE


OF SERIOUS VIOLATION WEAK FINES AVERAGING USD 500 PERHAPS
PARTLY THE RESULT OF THE COLONDOLLAR CONVERSION CLEARLY MAY
NOT HAVE EFFECTIVELY DETERRED THIS PRACTICE NOTE THE


MAXIMUM FINE FOR THE SAME VIOLATION IN THE UNITED STATES


WOULD BE USD 24000 END NOTE SRA OFFICIALS WERE QUICK TO
HIGHLIGHT PLANS FOR A TWENTY FOLD INCREASE IN THE FINE


SCHEDULE AND COUCHED IT AS A SIGN OF THE GOES COMMITMENT TO
SUSTAINABLE FISHING PRACTICES WHILE THIS INCREASE COULD


SERVE AS THE NECESSARY DETERRENT FOR FUTURE VIOLATIONS
THOUGH THAT REMAINS TO BE SEEN THE TEAM SAW IT AS POSSIBLY
ANOTHER MEANS THE GOE MAY USE TO FOLLOW THROUGH ON ITS STATED
INTENTION TO ELIMINATE THE INDUSTRIAL SHRIMP TRAWL FLEET


WITHIN THREE YEARS


COMMENT


5 THE NAKED NET VIOLATIONS SRA REPORTED ARE SERIOUS AND


ALTHOUGH THE VERIFICATION TEAM DID NOT ENCOUNTER THEM AT THE


SAME RATE AS SRA APPARENTLY DID DURING ITS 2009 WORK
CONTINUING PROBLEMS SUCH AS THESE COULD PRECLUDE A FINDING IN


THE FUTURE THAT THE ECUADORIAN PROGRAM IS COMPARABLE TO THE


UNITED STATES PROGRAM IRONICALLY COMMENTS SRA OFFICIALS
MADE SUGGESTED THAT A DECERTIFICATION WOULD NOT PARTICULARLY


TROUBLE THE GOE AND FOR GOOD REASON AT A STROKE THE
DEPARTMENT WOULD RELIEVE THE GOE OF THE ONUS FOR


DECOMMISSIONING THE INDUSTRIAL TRAWL FLEET THE TRAWLERS
STILL UNDETERMINED BUYOUT VALUE WOULD PLUMMET AND FISHERMEN
WOULD LOSE THE LAST ECONOMIC INCENTIVE THEY HAVE TO USE TEDS


NONE OF THIS STRIKES US AS POSITIVE BUT THE REALITY IS THAT
ECUADOR TED PROGRAM CONTINUES TO SHOW SOME NOTABLE WEAKNESS


6 AT TIMES SRA ALSO HAD DIFFICULTY SUPPORTING THE TEAM


WORK NATIONAL TED PROGRAMS USUALLY TRY TO BE AT THEIR BEST


DURING THE US TEAM VISIT AND BASIC LOGISTICAL
SHORTCOMINGS ARE RED FLAGS THAT CALL INTO QUESTION DAYTO DAY
THOROUGHNESS AND SOMETIMES SAFETY OF OPERATIONS FOR


EXAMPLE THE PANGA THAT SRA PROVIDED THE TEAM AND GOE
OFFICIALS TO CONDUCT OUR FIRST SET OF ATSEA BOARDINGS OFF


ATACAMES INITIALLY TOOK ON WATER AND DID NOT HAVE A


FUNCTIONING CLUTCH IN THE OUTBOARD MOTOR THE LATTER IS A


SERIOUS MECHANICAL DEFECT THAT PREVENTS THE BOARDING BOAT


FROM ADJUSTING SPEED AS IT PULLS ALONGSIDE THE TRAWLER
MAKING AN ALREADY DANGEROUS EXERCISE EVEN MORE SO THE US


MEMBERS NOTICED THE PROBLEM BUT DEFERRED TO SRA WHOSE
INSPECTORS APPEARED UNCONCERNED A FEW MINUTES LATER A TEAM
MEMBER FELL IN ATTEMPTING TO BOARD THE DAY FIRST TRAWLER


THIS SITUATION IS POTENTIALLY FATAL THE VICTIM USUALLY







SURFACES BETWEEN THE PITCHING BOATS AND CAN BE CRUSHED UNDER


A HULL OR SUCKED INTO THE PROPELLERS IN THIS CASE THE
MEMBER AVOIDED THE PANGAS PROPELLER AND FLOATED BACK TO A
SECOND PANGA WHICH FORTUNATELY WAS TRAILING THE MOVING
SHRIMP BOAT HE SUFFERED ONLY MINOR CUTS AND BRUISES THE


TEAM RETURNED TO PORT WHERE IT IMMEDIATELY ESTABLISHED


EQUIPMENT REVIEW PROCEDURES FOR SUBSEQUENT ATSEA WORK AN
UNFORTUNATELY NECESSARY STEP GIVEN SRA CARELESSNESS AND THE


SERIOUSNESS OF THE INCIDENT END NOTE
7 THE HEAVY PRESENCE OF BROWN SHRIMP A TYPICALLY NOCTURNAL
CATCH ALSO SUGGESTS THAT AT LEAST SOME FISHING ACTIVITY IN
ECUADOR OCCURS AT NIGHT PROBABLY UNPATROLLED BY SRA GIVEN
THE SHAKY DAYTIME SUPPORT NIGHTTIME WORK BY THE TEAM AND GOE
OFFICIALS DURING THIS VISIT WAS OUT OF THE QUESTION FOR
SAFETY REASONS THE DEPARTMENT AND NOAA WILL BE UTILIZING


THIS EXPERIENCE TO REVIEW ATSEA OPERATIONAL PROTOCOLS BUT
IN THE FUTURE AND UNTIL ECUADOR NO LONGER SEEKS TO BE
CERTIFIED UNDER SECTION 609 IF THEIR TRAWLING SECTOR IS
ELIMINATED AS THE GOE PLANS VERIFICATION VISITS WILL NEED TO
TAKE THESE FACTORS INTO ACCOUNT WHEN PLANNING THE WORK


NECESSARY FOR MAKING CERTIFICATION ASSESSMENTS


TALKING POINTS


8 DEPARTMENT ASKS POST TO DRAW ON THE INFORMATION ABOVE AND


FROM THE POINTS BELOW TO RELAY TO APPROPRIATE GOE CONTACTS


THE RESULTS OF THE VERIFICATION VISIT PLEASE PROVIDE


RESPONSES AND REPORTS OF ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES TO JAMES


HOGAN OESOMC 2026472252 HOGANJJ @STATEGOV
BEGIN POINTS


THE DEPARTMENT THANKS THE GOVERNMENT OF ECUADOR FOR THE


SUPPORT IT PROVIDED THE STATENOAA TEAM DURING THE MARCH
14 24 CERTIFICATION VISIT


THE TEAM WAS IMPRESSED BY ALL STAKEHOLDERS COMMITMENT TO
MARINE CONSERVATION ISSUES IN GENERAL AND TO THEIR EFFORTS TO


IMPLEMENT ECUADORIAN LAW PROTECTING ENDANGERED SEA TURTLES IN


PARTICULAR


THE TEAM WAS IMPRESSED BY THE QUALITY OF THE SUBSECRETARIA
DE RECURSOS MARINOS SRA INSPECTORS WITH WHOM THEY WORKED


THE TEAM WAS CONCERNED HOWEVER THAT THE IMPENDING
ELIMINATION OF ECUADORS INDUSTRIAL SHRIMP TRAWL SECTOR MIGHT


COMPROMISE COMPLIANCE WITH ECUADOR TED LAWS


THE TEAM WAS ALSO CONCERNED ABOUT THE FREQUENCY OF SERIOUS
VIOLATIONS SRA CITED DURING ITS 2009 ENFORCEMENT WORK


GOVERNMENTS INCLUDING THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT THAT
WISH TO IMPLEMENT TURTLE CONSERVATION PROGRAMS OF THIS TYPE


MUST ENSURE THERE EXISTS AN ADEQUATE NATIONAL INSPECTION
REGIME HOWEVER IT HAS BEEN THE UNITED STATES EXPERIENCE
THAT WITHOUT CONSISTENT GOVERNMENTAL SUPPORT FOR ENFORCEMENT


ACTIVITIES AND CLEAR TECHNICAL DIRECTIVES COMPLIANCE WITH
TEDS REGULATIONS AND FISHERIES REGULATIONS GENERALLY
DIMINISHES WE ENCOURAGE THE GOVERNMENT OF ECUADOR TO


MAINTAIN ITS FOCUS ON FISHERIES INSPECTIONS


OVERALL HOWEVER THE NOAA EXPERTS THOUGHT THAT PROBLEMS
WITH THE TEDS THEY REVIEWED DURING THE INSPECTIONS WERE


SIMILAR IN SCOPE AND FREQUENCY TO THE PROBLEMS INSPECTORS
TYPICALLY FIND IN THE US FLEET AND CONCLUDED THE ECUADORIAN


TEDS PROGRAM IS COMPARABLE TO THE US PROGRAM


BASED ON THAT ASSESSMENT THE DEPARTMENT WILL RECOMMEND
ECUADOR FOR CONTINUED CERTIFICATION IN 20102011
9 THE DEPARTMENT THANKS ALL EMBASSY QUITO AND CONSULATE
GENERAL GUAYAQUIL PERSONNEL FOR THEIR HOSPITALITY AND VISIT







SUPPORT
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From Michael Barnette


To Mark Kinsey


Cc Steve Campbell Tracy Dunn


Subject Fwd Re Fwd Fwd articleturtles and shrimping
Date Wednesday April 28 201023851 PM
Attachments D GMT Report Galveston Texas Mav 09odf


Michael Barnettevcf


FYI


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd Fwd articleturtles and shrimping
Date Tue 27 Apr 2010 101011 0500
From John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Duane Smith DuaneSmith@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagov
Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov
Dale Stevens RobertDStevensnoaagov
References 4BD6E67580209@noaagov


Gentlemen


While the causes of the recent Texas sea turtle stranding event is not
certain our team continues to be very concerned about the use of TEDs
with illegal angles greater than 55 degrees among certain sectors of
the shrimp fleet particularly in Western Louisiana waters This was
reported by Dale Stevens in May of 2009 after our gear monitoring team
responded to a similar stranding event which occurred in the same area
See highlighted section of attached GMT report Vessels working in
this W Louisiana region could be the cause of the recent strandings as
we have recently learned from a Mississippi shrimper working this area
that there have been unusually strong East to West tidescurrents


Note that per Dales report he feels the best fix for the angle
problem is to issue a significant fine not warnings for angles
exceeding 60 degrees


Were always available to discuss as needed


JM


David Bernhart wrote


Original Message
Subject Fwd articleturtles and shrimping
Date Tue 27 Apr 2010 090929 0400
From Kim Amendola kimamendola@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhartnoaagovRoy Crabtree
RoyCrabtreenoaagovHeather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov







Subject
articleturtles and shrimping
From


Connie Barclay ConnieBarclay@noaagov
Date


Tue 27 Apr 2010 082617 0400
To


kim amendola kimamendola@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroedernoaagovTherese Conant
ThereseConantnoaagovHelen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov


To


kim amendola kimamendola@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroedernoaagovTherese Conant
ThereseConant@noaagov Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov


Turtle advocates urge halt to shrimping


By HARVEY RICE
HOUSTON CHRONICLE


JJto wwwchroncomdishstorymolmetropolitan6977060html


April 26 2010 956PM
GALVESTON A group devoted to saving endangered sea turtles Monday
asked state and federal officials to halt all shrimp trawling on the
upper Texas Gulf Coast because a large number of dead Kemps ridley
turtles washed ashore this month


Carol Allen the Sea Turtle Restoration Projects Gulf Coast director
told the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration that shrimp trawlers were responsible
for the deaths of more than 20 Kemps ridley turtles on the upper
Texas Gulf Coast over 11 days ending on Thursday


Allen said that four or five dead Kemps ridleys were discovered on
beaches Saturday but Donna Shaver Texas coordinator for the Sea
Turtle Stranding and Salvage Network said that so far no weekend
turtle deaths had been reported


The best way to stop this is to stop the shrimping Allen said


The Southern Shrimp Alliance said there was no evidence to show that
the turtle deaths were caused by shrimp trawlers


Activists are using the information to vilify the shrimp industry
without documentation Alliance spokeswoman Deborah Long said


Shrimp nets are required to be equipped with turtle extruder devices
or TEDs that kick turtles out of the nets while allowing shrimp to
pass through


Allen says the dead turtles are likely drowning in nets where the
devices are either tied shut or improperly installed


I think shrimp trawlers are making fools out of law enforcement
and this is just going on Allen said







Atsea inspections


The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department increased its inspection of
shrimp nets Friday after being contacted by NOAA special agents late
last week about the spike in turtle deaths said Mike Ray deputy
division director for the departmentscoastal fisheries


Theresa bunch of effort on the water and there has been for
several days Ray said He said as of Monday shrimp had been
confiscated from at least one trawler operating with an improperly
installed TED


Department staff will try to determine whether shrimping needs to be
curtailed to prevent further Kemps ridley deaths Ray said


Dead turtles typically wash ashore this time of year as the nesting
season begins and turtles return to the northern Gulf as the weather
warms Ray said This is bigger than normal much bigger he said
about the number of turtle deaths Trawling can cause it but it can
be other things


The states jurisdiction extends 9 nautical miles from shore but the
federal government also has jurisdiction


David Bernhart assistant regional administrator for NOM fisheries
southern region said that his staff would make a recommendation in
about two weeks to the National Fisheries Service director if it


determined that action is needed


If a recommendation is made it could fall short of halting all shrimp
trawling Bernhart said Moreover it would come only days before the
May 15 end of the Texas shrimping season


David Aparicio vice president of Palaciosbased Anchor Seafoods said
an immediate halt to fishing in Texas waters would put his company out
of business


Aparicio said he and his brothers own about 15 shrimp boats and do 80
percent of their fishing on the upper Texas Gulf Coast


Youve got 98 percent of shrimpers in full compliance with federal
law Aparicio said We are lawabiding citizens and want to do
whats right We want to protect the Gulf because thats how we make
our living


Long spokeswoman for the Southern Shrimp Alliance said Government
scientists do not know the reason behind these developments and the
US shrimp industry will be working to address the true problem as we
have in the past


harveyrice@chroncommailtoharvevricenachroncom


Connie Barclay
Director NOAA Fisheries Communications
NOM Communications External Affairs
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Pascagoula MS 395681207


May 11 2009


MEMORANDUM FOR John Mitchell


FROM Dale Stevens


SUBJECT Gear Monitoring Team GMT Trip Report
TED Enforcement Training
Galveston TX May 48 2009


On May 4 2009 Dale Stevens departed Pascagoula Mississippi enroute to Galveston Texas The
purpose of this trip was to provide training to NOAA Law enforcement NOAA OLE Texas Parks


Wildlife TPW and the United States Coast Guard USCG in conducting at sea TED
boardings on commercial shrimp trawlers along the coastal waters of eastern Texas


During the week prior to this operation information was received concerning sea turtles stranding
along the beaches of Louisiana West of Cameron The original plan for this operation was to focus
the effort on the coastal waters of Texas from Galveston west to Palacios After receiving word of
the strandings effort was focused on an area from Freeport TX east to Cameron LA On board for
this training were SA Matt Clark NOAA OLE Lieutenant William Skeen TPW and USCG
Boarding Officers Denny Druster Warren Fair Roy Smith and Robert Martin


On May 5 6 2009 at sea boardings were conducted from Freeport TX east to an area offshore of
Crystal Beach TX During these two days 14 vessels were inspected with only minor violations
such as long flaps and chaffing webbing sewn down 3 to 4 inches on the sides


On May 7 2009 at sea boardings were conducted from the Sabine ship channel east toward
Cameron LA and into the area where turtle strandings occurred a week earlier Six vessels were
boarded four of these vessels had a combined total of twelve TEDs with angles that exceeded 55
degrees the maximum allowed by law The Captains of these vessels were questioned as to the
areas in which they had been trawling during the past several weeks all reported they had been
trawling between Cameron and Sabine


During this last day of boardings weather conditions were extremely rough and deteriorating we
returned to Sabine and ended the operation Dale Stevens returned to Pascagoula MS on May 8
2009


In conducting a review of this operation and the TED problems which were observed in the two
states Texas and Louisiana I provide the following comments


Based on extensive testing which the Harvesting Systems Unit has conducted
on the turtle exclusion effectiveness of TEDs with angles greater than 55
degrees I am confident that the angle problems which we observed could
have resulted in the deaths of the stranded turtles the week before







The requirement for more TED enforcement is clearly needed in Louisiana
TED enforcement in this vast coastal area appears to be minimal at best


Besides increased TED enforcement a revision to the penalty schedule for
some of these infractions is needed as well These fishermen and net makers


know that the maximum angle of a TED cannot exceed 55 degrees This is a
requirement that has been ignored by fishermen and net makers for years
now As stated above the Harvesting Unit has fully evaluated the effects of
high TED angles on turtle exclusion and has determined this infraction has
the potential for causing turtle mortality superseded only by the TED being
sewn completely closed


I am not suggesting that a fisherman receive a penalty for a TED that exceeds
the 55 degree angle by 1 or 2 degrees However when a TED angle exceeds
the mark by 5 to 10 degrees and even more in some cases these devices are
going to drown turtles To continue giving warnings to fishermen trawling
with TEDs that exceeds the 55 degree angle will likely guarantee the
continued strandings of turtles


Given the fact that fishermen and net makers have been warned for years
about the illegality of steep TED angles we continue to see this problem In
discussing this problem with Special Agent Matt Clark and given the number
of times that these fishermen and net makers have received warnings for this
problem we feel there are specific measures that should be taken to improve
compliance Noncompliance with TED angles will continue in the fishery
unless tougher penalties are established and issues to violators


Both SA Clark and myself would welcome the opportunity to discuss our
ideas with NOAA LE and General Council regarding methods for improving
compliance with TED angle regulations
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From Michael Barnette


To Matt Clark


Subject Fwd Re strandings bunker fishery
Date Tuesday May 04 201022543 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FYI


Original Message
Subject Re strandings bunker fishery
Date Tue 04 May 2010 142150 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov Lisa Belskis
LisaBelskis@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman @noaagov
John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov Robert D Stevens


RobertDStevens@noaagov Laura Engleby LauraEngleby@noaagov
Stacey Horstman StaceyHorstman @noaagov Jennifer Lee
JenniferLee@noaagov
References 4BE0458C6040902@noaagov


dad722716130fe8c 4be00fb2@noaagov 4BE054298060500@noaagov
4BE05B372020107@noaagov


Hi Mike
Dont spend too much time searching because weve already done that
The MM folks have had concerns about menhaden for a long time based on
a very brief observer effort by LSU in the early 90s Stacey and
Laura can weigh in but I think theyve scoured all info sources and our
annual MMAP LOF solicitation begs for information on the fishery Other
than that one LSU report I believe the Gulf menhaden fishery has been
completely unobserved Weve had the perception for a long time that
the fishery has been mostly clean but I think thats based on analogy
and inference and not real data Weve been talking with Galveston Lab
about sending them funds to do observer work in the Gulf menhaden
fishery They were unable to accommodate us this year but I think
were set for next year


All that said itd be great if enforcement does additional
investigation and interviews to look into the pogie boat and the fish kill


At the same time we know of the long standing relationship bw
shrimping effort and turtle strandings Enforcement told me they got
out and did 10 or so boardings and found no major problems When you
talk to LE will you see if theyll keep up their vigilance on the
shrimpers And expand their efforts to western LA Im thinking theyve
only been in upper TX coast


Theres national attention to sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of
Mexico right now Also right now the oil industry is the bad guy and
the fishermen are the victims The fishermen can ruin that whole


situation for themselves if bad compliance is killing turtles but the
oil spill isnt


DB







Michael Barnette wrote


Yes I just talked with Matt Clark LE and he stated TPWD got a
complaint likely from a rec fisherman about a purse seiner in the
area The following day thousands of red drum and crevalle jack
washed ashore Matt is going to talk to TPWD to get more info on
fishery activity and I am going to talk to Jeff Rester at GSMFC as I
think he did some of his Masters work on the menhaden fishery I
believe though its been a long time that previous studies indicated
a mostly clean fishery with small sharks generally as bycatch I
will see if I can learn more about this


Mike


Wendy Teas wrote
See info below for more details read from bottom up I believe
these were turtles documented by Galveston on the upper TX coast Is
this correct Michael


Wendy
Yes three of the turtles were located within that zone of dead fish


jack that washed up last week I also had wondered if they had
interacted with the same thing that had killed the fish We first
observed the fish on last monday 426 when they were fresh dead
it is possible that we couldnt see turtles because there was 4
miles of SOLID dead fish and the decomposed turtles we found this
time were more visible given the tides had washed most of the fish
away and the fish that were left on the beach had been severely
scavenged Ben was talking to our LE this morning concerning them
and the fish kill The other turtles were scattered more west of


that area


Thanks


Lyndsey


Wendy Teas wrote
Hi Lyndsey


Were these 10 found in association with lots of dead fishbycatch
Is LE involved Asking bc I am tracking info on a report that came
in through a different channel regarding 10 turtles found wfish
Wondering if they are the same thing


Thanks
Wendy


Lyndsey Howell wrote
Hello everyone


We encountered 10 strandings Monday on our weekly beach survey 9
Kemps ridleys and 1 green all were dead Detailed information is
attached on these events and the weekly survey data I will continue
to keep everyone updated as quickly as possible as we encounter
more Hope everyone has a good week


Thank you


Lyndsey







BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov wrote
Hi Mike
Wendy and I spoke about this yesterday and she expressed her
concerns regarding the menhaden fishery and the annual increases in
strandings when the menhaden fishery operates I know many of us
generally think this fishery wouldnt likely take turtles but I
dont know that we have definitive data on that Last info we had


said the fishery recently in last few days moved to Western LA
can we get hard data on that and are we now seeing strandings rise
in western LA I know we are all full out on oil stuff but seems
worth looking into for other purposes
Barbara


Original Message
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Tuesday May 4 2010 1204 pm
Subject strandings bunker fishery
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Wendy Teas
WendyTeas@noaagov Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov
Lisa Belskis LisaBelskis@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov
Cc Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov


I heard second hand that a LEO related approximately 10 more recent
turtle strandings I believe from TXLA area They were found with a
lot of dead fish bycatch as well and the LEO is wondering if
this may be related to the menhaden purse seine fishery I plan on
talking to
the LEO directly to get accurate information momentarily However
have any of you already come across this information
Thanks
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Wendy Teas BarbaraSchroederC@noaaaovShervan EooerIv Lisa Belskis Robert Hoffman John Mitchell
Robert D Stevens Laura Enalebv Stacey Horstman Jennifer Lee Matt Clark


Subject Re strandings bunker fishery
Date Tuesday May 04 201032413 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Jeff said he saw back in 9394 he observed 4 turtles over about 80


sets All were released alive and unharmed as they could be seen
breathing at the surface and they could pump around them small ones
were dipped out and large ones required the net to be rolled down after
fish were pumped out around the turtle He found it highly unlikely
that the menhaden fishery could result in this many turtles as they
would almost need to lethally take about one turtle per 3060 minute
set He also said the amount of fish if the miles of fish


description was accurate is very odd as typically they might get a
dozen or so redfish or jacks in a set Perhaps there is some other
agent at play here that resulted in both the fish and turtle kills


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mike
Dont spend too much time searching because weve already done that
The MM folks have had concerns about menhaden for a long time based
on a very brief observer effort by LSU in the early 90s Stacey and
Laura can weigh in but I think theyve scoured all info sources and
our annual MMAP LOF solicitation begs for information on the fishery
Other than that one LSU report I believe the Gulf menhaden fishery
has been completely unobserved Weve had the perception for a long
time that the fishery has been mostly clean but I think thats


based on analogy and inference and not real data Weve been talking
with Galveston Lab about sending them funds to do observer work in the
Gulf menhaden fishery They were unable to accommodate us this year
but I think were set for next year


All that said itd be great if enforcement does additional
investigation and interviews to look into the pogie boat and the fish
kill


At the same time we know of the longstanding relationship bw
shrimping effort and turtle strandings Enforcement told me they got
out and did 10 or so boardings and found no major problems When you
talk to LE will you see if theyll keep up their vigilance on the
shrimpers And expand their efforts to western LA Im thinking
theyve only been in upper TX coast


Theres national attention to sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of
Mexico right now Also right now the oil industry is the bad guy and
the fishermen are the victims The fishermen can ruin that whole


situation for themselves if bad compliance is killing turtles but the
oil spill isnt


DB


Michael Barnette wrote


Yes I just talked with Matt Clark LE and he stated TPWD got a
complaint likely from a rec fisherman about a purse seiner in the
area The following day thousands of red drum and crevalle jack
washed ashore Matt is going to talk to TPWD to get more info on







fishery activity and I am going to talk to Jeff Rester at GSMFC as I
think he did some of his Masters work on the menhaden fishery I
believe though its been a long time that previous studies indicated
a mostly clean fishery with small sharks generally as bycatch I
will see if I can learn more about this


Mike


Wendy Teas wrote
See info below for more details read from bottom up I believe
these were turtles documented by Galveston on the upper TX coast
Is this correct Michael


Wendy
Yes three of the turtles were located within that zone of dead


fish jack that washed up last week I also had wondered if they
had interacted with the same thing that had killed the fish We
first observed the fish on last monday426 when they were fresh
dead it is possible that we couldnt see turtles because there was
4 miles of SOLID dead fish and the decomposed turtles we found this
time were more visible given the tides had washed most of the fish
away and the fish that were left on the beach had been severely
scavenged Ben was talking to our LE this morning concerning them
and the fish kill The other turtles were scattered more west of


that area


Thanks


Lyndsey


Wendy Teas wrote
Hi Lyndsey


Were these 10 found in association with lots of dead fishbycatch
Is LE involved Asking bc I am tracking info on a report that
came in through a different channel regarding 10 turtles found
wfish Wondering if they are the same thing


Thanks
Wendy


Lyndsey Howell wrote
Hello everyone


We encountered 10 strandings Monday on our weekly beach survey 9
Kemps ridleys and 1 green all were dead Detailed information is
attached on these events and the weekly survey data I will
continue to keep everyone updated as quickly as possible as we
encounter more Hope everyone has a good week


Thank you


Lyndsey


BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov wrote
Hi Mike
Wendy and I spoke about this yesterday and she expressed her
concerns regarding the menhaden fishery and the annual increases in
strandings when the menhaden fishery operates I know many of us







generally think this fishery wouldnt likely take turtles but I
dont know that we have definitive data on that Last info we had


said the fishery recently in last few days moved to Western LA
can we get hard data on that and are we now seeing strandings rise
in western LA I know we are all full out on oil stuff but seems
worth looking into for other purposes
Barbara


Original Message
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Tuesday May 4 2010 1204 pm
Subject strandings bunker fishery
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Wendy Teas
WendyTeasnoaagovSheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov
Lisa Belskis LisaBelskis@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov
Cc Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroedernoaagov


I heard second hand that a LEO related approximately 10 more
recent turtle strandings I believe from TXLA area They were
found with a


lot of dead fish bycatch as well and the LEO is wondering if
this may be related to the menhaden purse seine fishery I plan
on talking to
the LEO directly to get accurate information momentarily
However have any of you already come across this information
Thanks
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Re strandings bunker fishery
Date Tuesday May 04 201035418 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I think this was for his thesis Not sure of the report but it might
be the same data set


David Bernhart wrote


So is Jeff Rester the author of the 9394 report Theres gotta be
just the one right


Michael Barnette wrote


Jeff said he saw back in 9394 he observed 4 turtles over about 80


sets All were released alive and unharmed as they could be seen
breathing at the surface and they could pump around them small ones
were dipped out and large ones required the net to be rolled down
after fish were pumped out around the turtle He found it highly
unlikely that the menhaden fishery could result in this many turtles
as they would almost need to lethally take about one turtle per
30 60 minute set He also said the amount of fish if the miles


of fish description was accurate is very odd as typically they
might get a dozen or so redfish or jacks in a set Perhaps there is
some other agent at play here that resulted in both the fish and
turtle kills


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mike
Dont spend too much time searching because weve already done
that The MM folks have had concerns about menhaden for a long
time based on a very brief observer effort by LSU in the early
90s Stacey and Laura can weigh in but I think theyve scoured
all info sources and our annual MMAP LOF solicitation begs for
information on the fishery Other than that one LSU report I
believe the Gulf menhaden fishery has been completely unobserved
Weve had the perception for a long time that the fishery has been
mostly clean but I think thats based on analogy and inference
and not real data Weve been talking with Galveston Lab about
sending them funds to do observer work in the Gulf menhaden
fishery They were unable to accommodate us this year but I think
were set for next year


All that said itd be great if enforcement does additional
investigation and interviews to look into the pogie boat and the
fish kill


At the same time we know of the longstanding relationship bw
shrimping effort and turtle strandings Enforcement told me they
got out and did 10 or so boardings and found no major problems
When you talk to LE will you see if theyll keep up their vigilance
on the shrimpers And expand their efforts to western LA Im
thinking theyve only been in upper TX coast


Theres national attention to sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of
Mexico right now Also right now the oil industry is the bad guy
and the fishermen are the victims The fishermen can ruin that


whole situation for themselves if bad compliance is killing turtles
but the oil spill isnt







DB


Michael Barnette wrote


Yes I just talked with Matt Clark LE and he stated TPWD got a
complaint likely from a rec fisherman about a purse seiner in the
area The following day thousands of red drum and crevalle jack
washed ashore Matt is going to talk to TPWD to get more info on
fishery activity and I am going to talk to Jeff Rester at GSMFC as
I think he did some of his Masters work on the menhaden fishery I
believe though its been a long time that previous studies
indicated a mostly clean fishery with small sharks generally as
bycatch I will see if I can learn more about this
Mike


Wendy Teas wrote
See info below for more details read from bottom up I believe
these were turtles documented by Galveston on the upper TX coast
Is this correct Michael


Wendy
Yes three of the turtles were located within that zone of dead


fish jack that washed up last week I also had wondered if they
had interacted with the same thing that had killed the fish We
first observed the fish on last monday 426 when they were
fresh dead it is possible that we couldntsee turtles because
there was 4 miles of SOLID dead fish and the decomposed turtles
we found this time were more visible given the tides had washed
most of the fish away and the fish that were left on the beach
had been severely scavenged Ben was talking to our LE this
morning concerning them and the fish kill The other turtles were
scattered more west of that area


Thanks


Lyndsey


Wendy Teas wrote
Hi Lyndsey


Were these 10 found in association with lots of dead


fishbycatch Is LE involved Asking bc I am tracking info on
a report that came in through a different channel regarding 10
turtles found wfish Wondering if they are the same thing


Thanks
Wendy


Lyndsey Howell wrote
Hello everyone


We encountered 10 strandings Monday on our weekly beach survey
9 Kemps ridleys and 1 green all were dead Detailed information
is attached on these events and the weekly survey data I will
continue to keep everyone updated as quickly as possible as we
encounter more Hope everyone has a good week


Thank you







Lyndsey


BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov wrote
Hi Mike
Wendy and I spoke about this yesterday and she expressed her
concerns regarding the menhaden fishery and the annual increases
in strandings when the menhaden fishery operates I know many of
us generally think this fishery wouldnt likely take turtles
but I dont know that we have definitive data on that Last
info we had said the fishery recently in last few days moved to
Western LA can we get hard data on that and are we now seeing
strandings rise in western LA I know we are all full out on oil
stuff but seems worth looking into for other purposes
Barbara


Original Message
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Tuesday May 4 2010 1204 pm
Subject strandings bunker fishery
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Wendy Teas
WendyTeas@noaagov Sheryan Epperly
SheryanEpperly@noaagov Lisa Belskis LisaBelskis@noaagov
Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov
Cc Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov


I heard second hand that a LEO related approximately 10 more
recent turtle strandings I believe from TXLA area They were
found with a


lot of dead fish bycatch as well and the LEO is wondering if
this may be related to the menhaden purse seine fishery I plan
on talking to
the LEO directly to get accurate information momentarily
However have any of you already come across this information
Thanks
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To JohnMitcheIk noaaaov


Cc JackHForresterCanoaaaovRobertHoffmar alnoaaaov DennisKlemmnoaaaov David Bernhart Alexis
Gutierrez


Subject Re Omission of French Guiana to May 1 Sec 609 certification
Date Wednesday May 05 201092457 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


It appears they added FG as a country that can import based on exception
7A2listed on the DS 2031 form Harvested Using TEDs similar to


Australiascroll down the media release to the third paragraph
FWIW the notice in the Federal Register has yet to publish
Cheers
Mike


JohnMitchell@noaagov wrote


Gents I just received the 609 certification notice and do not see
French Guiana on the list Anyone know why they were left off


I may not know the whole story but it seems weve certified other
countries with much less in place to insure TEDs are a required
component of the shrimp fishery


JM


Subject
FYI Turtle Squad
From


Canavan Dolores CanavanD@stategov
Date


Wed 05 May 2010 083327 0100
To


Canavan Dolores CanavanD@stategov nassuncao@stoibbgov


To


Canavan Dolores CanavanD@stategov nassuncao@stoibbgov
CC


EarlPossardt@fwsgov Augustus Vogel augustusvogel@gmailcom Beth


Lumsden BethLumsden@imcsnetorg DanielESchaeffer@uscgmil
Hogan James J OES HoganJJ @stategov John Mitchell


JohnMitchell@noaagov McTee Sarah A OES McTeeSA@stategov
Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Sarah Dachos
sdachos@gmailcom TeresaTurk@noaagov Angela Formia
aformia@seaturtleorg Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
ManjulaTiwari@noaagov michel nalovic bigsharkchum@yahoocom
Fenneke Tjallingii Brocken fjallingii@wcsorg Bas Huijbregts
huijbregtsbas@hotmailcom Chehoski Eric ChehoskiE@stategov
gabi gazzinelli gabigg@gmailcom alaingis@yahoofr


US DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Office of the Spokesman







For Immediate Release May 4 2010


2010565


MEDIA NOTE


Sea Turtle Conservation and Shrimp Imports


The Department of State on April 30 certified 38 nations and one
economy as meeting certain criteria relating to the protection of sea
turtles in the course of shrimp trawl fishing set forth in Section 609
of Public Law 101 162 Section 609 bars the import of shrimp and
shrimp products harvested in ways that may adversely affect some sea
turtle species This ban does not apply when the Department of State
certifies to Congress that the government of the harvesting nation has
taken measures to reduce the incidental taking of sea turtles in its
shrimp trawl fisheries such as through the use of turtle excluder
devices TEDs or that the fishing environment of the harvesting
nation does not threaten sea turtles The Department makes
certifications annually on May 1 and bases them in part on the results
of verification visits by State Department and National Marine
Fisheries Service teams to exporting countries


Thirteen nations have regulatory regimes requiring the use of TEDs to
prevent the accidental drowning of sea turtles in shrimp trawls They
are Belize Colombia Ecuador El Salvador Guatemala Guyana
Honduras Madagascar Nicaragua Nigeria Pakistan Panama and
Suriname Twentyfive nations and one economy have shrimp fishing
environments that do not pose a danger to sea turtles Of these nine
nations and one economy harvest shrimp using manual rather than
mechanical means or use other shrimp fishing methods not harmful to
sea turtles They are the Bahamas China the Dominican Republic
Fiji Hong Kong Jamaica Oman Peru Sri Lanka and Venezuela The
sixteen other nations have shrimp fisheries in cold waters where the
risk of taking sea turtles is negligible They are Argentina Belgium
Canada Chile Denmark Finland Germany Iceland Ireland the
Netherlands New Zealand Norway Russia Sweden the United Kingdom
and Uruguay


A Department of State form DS 2031 signed by the exporter and importer
must accompany all shrimp imports into the United States
Non certified countries may import shrimp to the United States
provided that a government official of the harvesting nation also
certifies on the DS2031 that the shrimp was harvested in a manner not
harmful to sea turtles A substantial amount of aquaculture and
artisanal produced product enters the US stream of commerce in this
manner Users should note that exception 7A2on the form
Harvested Using TEDs is currently a valid exception to the
prohibition on imports from nations not certified under Public Law
101 162 However the Department of State must determine in advance
that a country wishing to use this exception has in place an
enforcement and catch segregation system for making such individual
shipment certifications Presently only Brazil Australia and French
Guiana have shown that they have a system in place for specific
fisheries


Implementation of Section 609 has provided considerable benefits to
endangered sea turtles species Six of the seven species of marine
turtles are listed as endangered or threatened under the Endangered







Species Act Welldesigned and installed TEDs reduce the mortality of
sea turtles incidentally caught in shrimp trawl nets by up to 97
percent without appreciable loss of shrimp The United States
Government is currently providing technology and capacity building
assistance to a variety of nations in the hope that they can
contribute to the recovery of sea turtle species and be certified
under Section 609


N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N


Dolores Canavan


Environment Science Technology Health Officer


United States Embassy


Libreville Gabon also accredited to Sao Tome Principe


t 241 76 4286


f 241 74 5507


e canavand@stategov


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


This email is UNCLASSIFIED
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Cc Alexis Gutierrez JackHForresternoaaaovRobertHoffmar alnoaaaov DennisKlemmnoaaaovDavid
Bern hart


Subject Re Omission of French Guiana to May 1 Sec 609 certification
Date Wednesday May 05 2010 103525 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Nice wakeup call


John Mitchell wrote


Thanks Guys I should have read a little more carefully Tony
Nalovic called me a 500AM very concerned JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Guys
I just got off the phone with James He said that State seems


French Guyana as part of France and thus is under7A2 because we
are certifying a specific fishery in France Hope that helps A


Michael Barnette wrote


It appears they added FG as a country that can import based on
exception7A2 listed on the DS 2031 form Harvested Using
TEDs similar to Australiascroll down the media release to the


third paragraph
FWIW the notice in the Federal Register has yet to publish
Cheers
Mike


JohnMitchell@noaagov wrote


Gents I just received the 609 certification notice and do not see
French Guiana on the list Anyone know why they were left off


I may not know the whole story but it seems weve certified other
countries with much less in place to insure TEDs are a required
component of the shrimp fishery


JM


Subject
FYI Turtle Squad
From


Canavan Dolores CanavanD@stategov
Date


Wed 05 May 2010 083327 0100
To


Canavan Dolores CanavanD@stategov nassuncao@stoibbgov


To


Canavan Dolores CanavanD@stategov nassuncao@stoibbgov
CC


EarlPossardt@fwsgov Augustus Vogel augustusvogel@gmailcom
Beth Lumsden BethLumsden@imcsnetorg







DanielESchaeffer@uscgmil Hogan James J OES
HoganJJ @stategov John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
McTee Sarah A OES McTeeSA@stategov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnette@noaagov Sarah Dachos sdachos@gmailcom
TeresaTurk@noaagov Angela Formia aformia @seaturtleorg Alexis


Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov ManjulaTiwari@noaagov
michel nalovic bigsharkchum @yahoocom Fenneke Tjallingii Brocken
fjallingii @wcsorg Bas Huijbregts huijbregtsbas@hotmailcom
Chehoski Eric ChehoskiE@stategov gabi gazzinelli
gabigg@gmailcom alaingis@yahoofr


US DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Office of the Spokesman


For Immediate Release May 4 2010


2010565


MEDIA NOTE


Sea Turtle Conservation and Shrimp Imports


The Department of State on April 30 certified 38 nations and one
economy as meeting certain criteria relating to the protection of
sea turtles in the course of shrimp trawl fishing set forth in
Section 609 of Public Law 101 162 Section 609 bars the import of
shrimp and shrimp products harvested in ways that may adversely
affect some sea turtle species This ban does not apply when the
Department of State certifies to Congress that the government of
the harvesting nation has taken measures to reduce the incidental
taking of sea turtles in its shrimp trawl fisheries such as
through the use of turtle excluder devices TEDs or that the
fishing environment of the harvesting nation does not threaten sea
turtles The Department makes certifications annually on May 1 and
bases them in part on the results of verification visits by State
Department and National Marine Fisheries Service teams to exporting
countries


Thirteen nations have regulatory regimes requiring the use of TEDs
to prevent the accidental drowning of sea turtles in shrimp trawls
They are Belize Colombia Ecuador El Salvador Guatemala Guyana
Honduras Madagascar Nicaragua Nigeria Pakistan Panama and
Suriname Twentyfive nations and one economy have shrimp fishing
environments that do not pose a danger to sea turtles Of these
nine nations and one economy harvest shrimp using manual rather
than mechanical means or use other shrimp fishing methods not
harmful to sea turtles They are the Bahamas China the Dominican
Republic Fiji Hong Kong Jamaica Oman Peru Sri Lanka and
Venezuela The sixteen other nations have shrimp fisheries in cold
waters where the risk of taking sea turtles is negligible They
are Argentina Belgium Canada Chile Denmark Finland Germany
Iceland Ireland the Netherlands New Zealand Norway Russia
Sweden the United Kingdom and Uruguay


A Department of State form DS 2031 signed by the exporter and
importer must accompany all shrimp imports into the United States
Non certified countries may import shrimp to the United States







provided that a government official of the harvesting nation also
certifies on the DS 2031 that the shrimp was harvested in a manner
not harmful to sea turtles A substantial amount of aquaculture and
artisanal produced product enters the US stream of commerce in
this manner Users should note that exception 7A2 on the form
Harvested Using TEDs is currently a valid exception to the
prohibition on imports from nations not certified under Public Law
101 162 However the Department of State must determine in advance
that a country wishing to use this exception has in place an
enforcement and catch segregation system for making such individual
shipment certifications Presently only Brazil Australia and
French Guiana have shown that they have a system in place for
specific fisheries


Implementation of Section 609 has provided considerable benefits to
endangered sea turtles species Six of the seven species of marine
turtles are listed as endangered or threatened under the Endangered
Species Act Welldesigned and installed TEDs reduce the mortality
of sea turtles incidentally caught in shrimp trawl nets by up to 97
percent without appreciable loss of shrimp The United States
Government is currently providing technology and capacity building
assistance to a variety of nations in the hope that they can
contribute to the recovery of sea turtle species and be certified
under Section 609


N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N NJ


Dolores Canavan


Environment Science Technology Health Officer


United States Embassy


Libreville Gabon also accredited to Sao Tome Principe


t 241 76 4286


f 241 74 5507


e canavand @stategov
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Eric Hawk Dennis Klemm Jack H Forrester
Cc John Mitchell Alexis Gutierrez Duane Smith Tracy Dunn Robert D Stevens Hal Robbins


Subject Domestic TED enforcementviolations
Date Wednesday May 05 201040140 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FYI and FWIW


Duane Smith GCLE invited me down again to discuss another batch of TED
violation 11122009 cases Some were minor issues such as slightly
steep TED angles But there were two naked net cases a sewn up TED
case a dry TED extension wet net case and one case with excessively
steep TED angles These discussions are definitely useful in sharing
information and are beneficial for our foreign TED inspection work in
determining what is considered comparable thanks again Duane Duane
also thought it might be a good idea to try and set up a biannual
meeting with LE to possibly discuss TED summary settlement cases as
those dont flow through GC These talks coupled hopefully with future
observational trips of directed LE inspection efforts eg Texas
opening should help to strengthen our house within the Section 609
program as well as improve communication within NOAA
Cheers
Mike
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From Robert D Stevens


To Michael Barnette


Cc John Mitchell


Subject TED cases


Date Tuesday May 25 2010 104158 AM
Attachments Robert D Stevensvcf


Mike the following vessels I was telling you about were boarded in
Western Louisiana in July of last year


FV LERIN LANE Herman WILLIAMS Jr


FV MR WILLIAMS Ronnie WILLIAMS


FV CHACKABAY LADY Perish WILLIAMS


All of the vessels were actively trawling without TEDs It seems these
cases may not be prosecuted because of concern
over the oil spill These fishermen have in the past made comments to
the other fishermen that they should not use TEDs
One of these fishermen was cited several years ago for not using TEDs
and was issued a 10k NOVA He had that reduced
to 50000 and has bragged to other fishermen about never paying that
amount I am not sure what the deal is with


these cases but here we have another shrimp season coming up and we will
be on the water once again checking to assure
that fishermen are using TEDs You have to ask yourself for what to
catch this guy for a third time A lot of time and effort
goes in to all aspects of the TED program The results of the TED
program have resulted in compliance from most fishermen
within the industry However by not prosecuting the violators we are
sending the wrong message to those that are complying
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert Hoffman David Bernhart


Subject Fwd TED cases
Date Tuesday May 25 201020908 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FYI Pascagoula is pretty frustrated as am I regarding the perceived
apathy within LE dealing with TED enforcement I am going to talk to
Duane about past cases dealing with these individuals to see whats
really going on I think it would also be prudent to have a sit down
with LE as well to see if we can elevate this issue obviously once the
oil spill issue gets under control
Mike


Original Message
Subject TED cases


Date Tue 25 May 2010 094158 0500
From Robert D Stevens RobertDStevensnoaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov


Mike the following vessels I was telling you about were boarded in
Western Louisiana in July of last year


FV LERIN LANE Herman WILLIAMS Jr


FV MR WILLIAMS Ronnie WILLIAMS


FV CHACKABAY LADY Perish WILLIAMS


All of the vessels were actively trawling without TEDs It seems these
cases may not be prosecuted because of concern
over the oil spill These fishermen have in the past made comments to
the other fishermen that they should not use TEDs
One of these fishermen was cited several years ago for not using TEDs
and was issued a 10k NOVA He had that reduced
to 50000 and has bragged to other fishermen about never paying that
amount I am not sure what the deal is with


these cases but here we have another shrimp season coming up and we will
be on the water once again checking to assure
that fishermen are using TEDs You have to ask yourself for what to
catch this guy for a third time A lot of time and effort
goes in to all aspects of the TED program The results of the TED
program have resulted in compliance from most fishermen
within the industry However by not prosecuting the violators we are
sending the wrong message to those that are complying
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Eric Hawk Dennis Klemm John Mitchell Jack H Forrester


Subject Re Intl TED Summit


Date Wednesday May 26 2010 102446 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Alexis


I can certainly get with Jack and propose a TED inspection schedule It
would probably be best to simply offer the countries that should be
visited and the periods we have visited those countries in the past DOS
will need to work out the details and actual dates


But our doing this should illustrate another clear issue that needs to
be addressed in the program lack of continuity in the program from
DOS We can talk more about that in PC though and I will add it to the
agenda Not sure it will be successfully addressed with the current FSO
SOP tenure though
In regard to the cold water fisheries I believe we did mention a couple
specific countries I believe Chile and Uruguay but it never got any
traction within DOS due to focus on Mexico and other issues


I am not sure about LE involvement and dont have a real strong feeling
at this point either way Cases of foreign vessel incursions are not
really relevant as we need to consider compliance within our own
domestic fleet And we are gaining more insight into that every month
down here some good some not so good
I will defer to Mitchell and Jack on the last question since they have a
better idea of the TED testing schedule and if Monday is going to be a
long day on the water or not
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike et al
I am adding John and Jack to this email dialogue Dave Hogan is a


go for the 14th and has booked his flight and hotel already He had a
few other additions to the agenda you outlined so I think the agenda
would be something like the following
1 Standard Operating Procedures Format of reports date of
submission level of recommendation from NMFS etc
2 Transition to the new FSO and the interim program leader D Hogan
3 This years schedule
4 Discussion of adding cold water fisheries
5 Discussion of long term goals of the program training future
countries CAFTA enforcement project etc


Other additions With respect to who speaks to the agenda items I
would see Dave leading the first two items Given the he has not been
intimately involved in the past few inspection seasons it would be
good if we could propose this years schedule As I understand it
Mexico is already tentatively scheduled for September Mike would you
able to work up a season schedule


Also will we be proposing specific countries for the cold water
fisheries We have had this discussion a few times before but I dont
recall us actually proposing an actual list Mike et al do you have
countries in mind If not we have a Hollings fellow starting on
Tuesday and she could help us research that in advance of the meeting







In terms of participants for this meetingOLE has been involved in
some cases related to foreign vessel incursions providing us
information on what is comparable to the US enforcement actions and
tracking the DS 2031 Do we think it would be good to have an OLE rep
at this meeting or on the phone for part of it


Finally if we do end up in Panama City John Carlson has graciously
reserved us the same conference room once again for the evening of the
14th What time do you think we will be able to start


Thanks and hope all are well Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote


As you likely may bump into Dave perhaps you can mention the meeting
to him again and pick his brain on what issues he wants to discuss
I dont really have too many items for an agenda aside from basic
scheduling transition between Dave and the new FSO and revisiting
items from last year that were largely tabled eg cold water
fisheries If he or others want to discuss other issues we
experienced this past year then I will leave it to them to bring up
Should PC get canceled we can easily set up a new date here at SERO
whenever convenient for DC folks maybe even same date


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike
Thanks for let us know In interim it would be good to proceed


with us meeting in Panama City and have a contingency of St Pete
Will you be reaching out to State or would you like me to Will you
be circulating an agenda for comment in the near future Thanks A


Michael Barnette wrote


I guess it depends on if PC happens and if DOSHQ would rather
just travel here instead We might still get a potential no go in
the next couple of weeks if we get oil showing up in the area


David Bernhart wrote


Thanks Mike Do you know if the TEDs Summit with State is still
on I had June 14th marked tentatively on my calendar
DB


Michael Barnette wrote
FYI


Original Message
Subject 2010 TED testing
Date Tue 18 May 2010 083618 0500
From Bret D HatawayBretDHatawaynoaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Jebreen
Edward J Edward Jebreen@deedigldgovau


Hey Mike Edward


I just wanted to let you know that the 2010 TED Testing work is
back on as scheduled We have secured the RV Caretta for
conducting the work and chartered a commercial boat for doing







the base line testing for the oil spill We still haventsecured
a stern trawler for the fish trawl work as of yet but that could
change Of course if the oil spill impacts the Panama City area
all of this will likely change If that is the case the turtles
will likely be pulled out of the pens in the bay and transported
to the East Coast As you can imagine things are uncertain here
so stay in touch


Dominy
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Eric G Hawk David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Dennis Klemm John Mitchell Jack H Forrester


Subject Re Intl TED Summit


Date Wednesday May 26 2010 114515 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Alexis


Sorry I do not recall seeing any conclusions on these countries I
remember emails going out to Manjula and Jeff in September regarding
Uruguay but dont remember seeing what their conclusion was nor
anything on Chile Probably just my faulty brain
As you say though if we have information there is no shrimp trawl
fisheries in these countries the DOS certification list should be
revised accordingly
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike and Eric
With respect to the cold water fisheries if you recall we did look


into Chile Oman and Uruguay but according to our NMFS colleagues
there are no trawl fisheries for shrimp in those countries We can
have our Hollings fellow look at the US import records for the last
three years for shrimp and cross reference it with the FAO database on
aquaculture vs wildcapture and then ground truth with colleagues we
have in those countries Also this type of analysis may demonstrate
that some of countries certified under the manual methods provision
may need to be reevaluated


In terms of the September certification trip yes I think State is
committed to going back in September and one of the final
conversations that I had with James was that it was likely a done deal
that they will be recertified in the Fall We can speak with Dave
about this when we see him in Panama City Cheers A


Eric G Hawk wrote


Back to Mexico in September That basically totally negates any
sting of the decertification Why then should the Mexicans make any
serious reforms to their past practices or take usdecertification
seriously It will be back to business as usual We should oppose
that idea and not go until after the new year IMHO
Eric


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Alexis


I can certainly get with Jack and propose a TED inspection
schedule It would probably be best to simply offer the countries
that should be visited and the periods we have visited those
countries in the past DOS will need to work out the details and
actual dates But our doing this should illustrate another clear
issue that needs to be addressed in the program lack of continuity
in the program from DOS We can talk more about that in PC though
and I will add it to the agenda Not sure it will be successfully
addressed with the current FSO SOP tenure though
In regard to the cold water fisheries I believe we did mention a
couple specific countries I believe Chile and Uruguay but it
never got any traction within DOS due to focus on Mexico and other
issues I am not sure about LE involvement and dont have a real







strong feeling at this point either way Cases of foreign vessel
incursions are not really relevant as we need to consider
compliance within our own domestic fleet And we are gaining more
insight into that every month down here some good some not so
good I will defer to Mitchell and Jack on the last question since
they have a better idea of the TED testing schedule and if Monday is
going to be a long day on the water or not
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike et al
I am adding John and Jack to this email dialogue Dave Hogan is


a go for the 14th and has booked his flight and hotel already He
had a few other additions to the agenda you outlined so I think
the agenda would be something like the following
1 Standard Operating Procedures Format of reports date of
submission level of recommendation from NMFS etc
2 Transition to the new FSO and the interim program leader D
Hogan
3 This years schedule
4 Discussion of adding cold water fisheries
5 Discussion of long term goals of the program training future
countries CAFTA enforcement project etc


Other additions With respect to who speaks to the agenda items I
would see Dave leading the first two items Given the he has not
been intimately involved in the past few inspection seasons it
would be good if we could propose this years schedule As I
understand it Mexico is already tentatively scheduled for
September Mike would you able to work up a season schedule


Also will we be proposing specific countries for the cold water
fisheries We have had this discussion a few times before but I
dont recall us actually proposing an actual list Mike et al do
you have countries in mind If not we have a Hollings fellow
starting on Tuesday and she could help us research that in advance
of the meeting


In terms of participants for this meetingOLE has been involved in
some cases related to foreign vessel incursions providing us
information on what is comparable to the US enforcement actions
and tracking the DS2031 Do we think it would be good to have an
OLE rep at this meeting or on the phone for part of it


Finally if we do end up in Panama City John Carlson has
graciously reserved us the same conference room once again for the
evening of the 14th What time do you think we will be able to start


Thanks and hope all are well Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote


As you likely may bump into Dave perhaps you can mention the
meeting to him again and pick his brain on what issues he wants
to discuss I dont really have too many items for an agenda
aside from basic scheduling transition between Dave and the new
FSO and revisiting items from last year that were largely
tabled eg cold water fisheries If he or others want to







discuss other issues we experienced this past year then I will
leave it to them to bring up
Should PC get canceled we can easily set up a new date here at
SERO whenever convenient for DC folks maybe even same date


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike
Thanks for let us know In interim it would be good to


proceed with us meeting in Panama City and have a contingency of
St Pete Will you be reaching out to State or would you like me
to Will you be circulating an agenda for comment in the near
future Thanks A


Michael Barnette wrote


I guess it depends on if PC happens and if DOSHQ would rather
just travel here instead We might still get a potential no go
in the next couple of weeks if we get oil showing up in the area


David Bernhart wrote


Thanks Mike Do you know if the TEDs Summit with State is still
on I had June 14th marked tentatively on my calendar
DB


Michael Barnette wrote
FYI


Original Message
Subject 2010 TED testing
Date Tue 18 May 2010 083618 0500
From Bret D Hataway BretDHataway@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Jebreen Edward J Edward Jebreen@deedigldgovau


Hey Mike Edward


I just wanted to let you know that the 2010 TED Testing work
is back on as scheduled We have secured the RV Caretta for
conducting the work and chartered a commercial boat for doing
the base line testing for the oil spill We still havent
secured a stern trawler for the fish trawl work as of yet but
that could change Of course if the oil spill impacts the
Panama City area all of this will likely change If that is
the case the turtles will likely be pulled out of the pens in
the bay and transported to the East Coast As you can imagine
things are uncertain here so stay in touch


Dominy
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc David Bernhart John Mitchell


Subject Re Intl TED Summit


Date Wednesday May 26 2010 30159 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


A


Do you think it would be possible to have a pre meeting There are a
lot of issues at play here and I would like to establish what our
NMFS position is going to be towards DOS in regards to some program
issues such as comparability assessments communication and
expectations between DOSNMFS etc
There were a lot of things that went sideways this past evolution not
only due to James changing the overall course of the program but also
changing his position from one trip to another eg memos etc I
am all for accommodating DOS in the spirit of program cooperation but
not inefficiently chasing our tails as if there is an efficient way to
chase our tails Perhaps we can propose the development of an MOU that
outlines basic SOPs beyond report filing and a long term course for
the program I dont think we want to have these discussions in front
of Dave Hogan as I am positive we may not have immediate consensus on
some issues I am not trying to bash DOS as we have to all get on the
same page within NMFS as well
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


This is something that we will have discuss in Panama City I am only
relaying what I was told A


Eric G Hawk wrote


With all due respect it cant be a done deal if NMFS doesnt go
along with it Would State on its own recertify Mexico if NMFS did
not send a gear technician or someone from PRD I thought the major
accomplishment of James was getting the politics out of it making it
more a NMFS decision of comparability between our sea turtle
programs rather than a DOS decision


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike and Eric
With respect to the cold water fisheries if you recall we did


look into Chile Oman and Uruguay but according to our NMFS
colleagues there are no trawl fisheries for shrimp in those
countries We can have our Hollings fellow look at the US import
records for the last three years for shrimp and cross reference it
with the FAO database on aquaculture vs wild capture and then
ground truth with colleagues we have in those countries Also this
type of analysis may demonstrate that some of countries certified
under the manual methods provision may need to be reevaluated


In terms of the September certification trip yes I think State
is committed to going back in September and one of the final
conversations that I had with James was that it was likely a done
deal that they will be recertified in the Fall We can speak with
Dave about this when we see him in Panama City Cheers A


Eric G Hawk wrote


Back to Mexico in September That basically totally negates any







sting of the decertification Why then should the Mexicans make
any serious reforms to their past practices or take
usdecertification seriously It will be back to business as
usual We should oppose that idea and not go until after the new
year IMHO
Eric


Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Alexis


I can certainly get with Jack and propose a TED inspection
schedule It would probably be best to simply offer the countries
that should be visited and the periods we have visited those
countries in the past DOS will need to work out the details and
actual dates But our doing this should illustrate another clear
issue that needs to be addressed in the program lack of


continuity in the program from DOS We can talk more about that
in PC though and I will add it to the agenda Not sure it will
be successfully addressed with the current FSO SOP tenure though
In regard to the cold water fisheries I believe we did mention a
couple specific countries I believe Chile and Uruguay but it
never got any traction within DOS due to focus on Mexico and other
issues I am not sure about LE involvement and dont have a real
strong feeling at this point either way Cases of foreign vessel
incursions are not really relevant as we need to consider
compliance within our own domestic fleet And we are gaining more
insight into that every month down here some good some not so
good I will defer to Mitchell and Jack on the last question since
they have a better idea of the TED testing schedule and if Monday
is going to be a long day on the water or not
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike et al
I am adding John and Jack to this email dialogue Dave Hogan


is a go for the 14th and has booked his flight and hotel already
He had a few other additions to the agenda you outlined so I
think the agenda would be something like the following
1 Standard Operating Procedures Format of reports date of
submission level of recommendation from NMFS etc
2 Transition to the new FSO and the interim program leader D
Hogan
3 This years schedule
4 Discussion of adding cold water fisheries
5 Discussion of long term goals of the program training
future countries CAFTA enforcement project etc


Other additions With respect to who speaks to the agenda items
I would see Dave leading the first two items Given the he has
not been intimately involved in the past few inspection seasons
it would be good if we could propose this years schedule As I
understand it Mexico is already tentatively scheduled for
September Mike would you able to work up a season schedule


Also will we be proposing specific countries for the cold water
fisheries We have had this discussion a few times before but I
dont recall us actually proposing an actual list Mike et al do
you have countries in mind If not we have a Hollings fellow







starting on Tuesday and she could help us research that in
advance of the meeting


In terms of participants for this meetingOLE has been involved
in some cases related to foreign vessel incursions providing us
information on what is comparable to the US enforcement
actions and tracking the DS2031 Do we think it would be good
to have an OLE rep at this meeting or on the phone for part of it


Finally if we do end up in Panama City John Carlson has
graciously reserved us the same conference room once again for
the evening of the 14th What time do you think we will be able
to start


Thanks and hope all are well Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote


As you likely may bump into Dave perhaps you can mention the
meeting to him again and pick his brain on what issues he wants
to discuss I dont really have too many items for an agenda
aside from basic scheduling transition between Dave and the new
FSO and revisiting items from last year that were largely
tabled eg cold water fisheries If he or others want to
discuss other issues we experienced this past year then I will
leave it to them to bring up
Should PC get canceled we can easily set up a new date here at
SERO whenever convenient for DC folks maybe even same date


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike
Thanks for let us know In interim it would be good to


proceed with us meeting in Panama City and have a contingency
of St Pete Will you be reaching out to State or would you
like me to Will you be circulating an agenda for comment in
the near future Thanks A


Michael Barnette wrote


I guess it depends on if PC happens and if DOSHQ would
rather just travel here instead We might still get a
potential no go in the next couple of weeks if we get oil
showing up in the area


David Bernhart wrote


Thanks Mike Do you know if the TEDs Summit with State is
still on I had June 14th marked tentatively on my calendar
DB


Michael Barnette wrote


FYI


Original Message
Subject 2010 TED testing
Date Tue 18 May 2010 083618 0500
From Bret D Hataway BretDHataway@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Jebreen Edward J Edward Jebreen@deedigldgovau
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc John Mitchell David Bernhart


Subject Re Intl TED Summit


Date Thursday May 27 2010 123641 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


works for me


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


How about the 9th


John Mitchell wrote


I will be available to conference from the office June 79 but will
be in PC after that through the 18th I could dial in via cell at
any time


Michael Barnette wrote


Are you going to be in PC before the 14th I will probably be
rolling in June 10 or 11


Michael C Barnette


On May 26 2010 at 940 PM Alexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierreznoaagov wrote


Hi Mike
I think this is a great idea I think the predominant issue will


be scheduling I am in Houma LA next week and TEDs testing starts
the 7th John could we get you for an hour or two the week of the
7th Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote
A


Do you think it would be possible to have a premeeting There
are a lot of issues at play here and I would like to establish
what our NMFS position is going to be towards DOS in regards to
some program issues such as comparability assessments
communication and expectations between DOSNMFS etc
There were a lot of things that went sideways this past evolution
not only due to James changing the overall course of the program
but also changing his position from one trip to another eg
memos etc I am all for accommodating DOS in the spirit of
program cooperation but not inefficiently chasing our tails as
if there is an efficient way to chase our tails Perhaps we can
propose the development of an MOU that outlines basic SOPs beyond
report filing and a long term course for the program I dont
think we want to have these discussions in front of Dave Hogan as
I am positive we may not have immediate consensus on some issues
I am not trying to bash DOS as we have to all get on the same
page within NMFS as well
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


This is something that we will have discuss in Panama City I am







only relaying what I was told A


Eric G Hawk wrote


With all due respect it cant be a done deal if NMFS doesnt go
along with it Would State on its own recertify Mexico if NMFS
did not send a gear technician or someone from PRD I thought
the major accomplishment of James was getting the politics out
of it making it more a NMFS decision of comparability between
our sea turtle programs rather than a DOS decision


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike and Eric
With respect to the cold water fisheries if you recall we


did look into Chile Oman and Uruguay but according to our NMFS
colleagues there are no trawl fisheries for shrimp in those
countries We can have our Hollings fellow look at the US
import records for the last three years for shrimp and
cross reference it with the FAO database on aquaculture vs
wildcapture and then ground truth with colleagues we have in
those countries Also this type of analysis may demonstrate
that some of countries certified under the manual methods


provision may need to be reevaluated
In terms of the September certification trip yes I think


State is committed to going back in September and one of the
final conversations that I had with James was that it was


likely a done deal that they will be recertified in the Fall
We can speak with Dave about this when we see him in Panama
City Cheers A
Eric G Hawk wrote


Back to Mexico in September That basically totally negates
any sting of the decertification Why then should the
Mexicans make any serious reforms to their past practices or
take usdecertification seriously It will be back to
business as usual We should oppose that idea and not go
until after the new year IMHO
Eric


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Alexis


I can certainly get with Jack and propose a TED inspection
schedule It would probably be best to simply offer the
countries that should be visited and the periods we have
visited those countries in the past DOS will need to work
out the details and actual dates But our doing this should
illustrate another clear issue that needs to be addressed in


the program lack of continuity in the program from DOS We
can talk more about that in PC though and I will add it to
the agenda Not sure it will be successfully addressed with
the current FSO SOP tenure though
In regard to the cold water fisheries I believe we did
mention a couple specific countries I believe Chile and
Uruguay but it never got any traction within DOS due to
focus on Mexico and other issues I am not sure about LE


involvement and dont have a real strong feeling at this
point either way Cases of foreign vessel incursions are not
really relevant as we need to consider compliance within our
own domestic fleet And we are gaining more insight into
that every month down here some good some not so good I
will defer to Mitchell and Jack on the last question since
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we experienced this past year then I will leave it to them
to bring up
Should PC get canceled we can easily set up a new date
here at SERO whenever convenient for DC folks maybe even
same date


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike
Thanks for let us know In interim it would be good to


proceed with us meeting in Panama City and have a
contingency of St Pete Will you be reaching out to State
or would you like me to Will you be circulating an agenda
for comment in the near future Thanks A


Michael Barnette wrote


I guess it depends on if PC happens and if DOSHQ would
rather just travel here instead We might still get a
potential no go in the next couple of weeks if we get oil
showing up in the area


David Bernhart wrote


Thanks Mike Do you know if the TEDs Summit with State
is still on I had June 14th marked tentatively on my
calendar
DB


Michael Barnette wrote
FYI


Original Message
Subject 2010 TED testing
Date Tue 18 May 2010 083618 0500
From Bret D HatawayBretDHatawaynoaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Jebreen Edward J Edward Jebreen@deedigldgovau


Hey Mike Edward


I just wanted to let you know that the 2010 TED Testing
work is back on as scheduled We have secured the RV
Caretta for conducting the work and chartered a
commercial boat for doing the base line testing for the
oil spill We still havent secured a stern trawler for
the fish trawl work as of yet but that could change
Of course if the oil spill impacts the Panama City area
all of this will likely change If that is the case the
turtles will likely be pulled out of the pens in the
bay and transported to the East Coast As you can
imagine things are uncertain here so stay in touch


Dominy
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From Michael Barnette


To JackHForresteranoaaaov


Cc Alexis Gutierrez Eric G Hawk David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Dennis KIPmm John Mitchell


Subject Re Intl TED Summit


Date Thursday May 27 2010 12346 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Glad you are home now I will give you a call Tuesday afternoon


JackHForrester@noaagovwrote
Im at home but maybe on Tuesday june 2 we could get together and talk about countries that that


need to be looked at


Jack


Original Message
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Wednesday May 26 2010 1045 am
Subject Re Intl TED Summit
To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
Cc Eric G Hawk EricHawk@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert


Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov John Mitchell


JohnMitchell@noaagov Jack H Forrester JackHForrester@noaagov


Hi Alexis


Sorry I do not recall seeing any conclusions on these countries I
remember emails going out to Manjula and Jeff in September regarding
Uruguay but dont remember seeing what their conclusion was nor
anything on Chile Probably just my faulty brain
As you say though if we have information there is no shrimp trawl
fisheries in these countries the DOS certification list should be
revised accordingly
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike and Eric
With respect to the cold water fisheries if you recall we did


look


into Chile Oman and Uruguay but according to our NMFS colleagues
there are no trawl fisheries for shrimp in those countries We can
have our Hollings fellow look at the US import records for the


last


three years for shrimp and cross reference it with the FAO database


on


aquaculture vs wildcapture and then ground truth with colleagues


we


have in those countries Also this type of analysis may demonstrate


that some of countries certified under the manual methods provision







may need to be reevaluated
In terms of the September certification trip yes I think State


is


committed to going back in September and one of the final
conversations that I had with James was that it was likely a done


deal


that they will be recertified in the Fall We can speak with Dave
about this when we see him in Panama City Cheers A


Eric G Hawk wrote


Back to Mexico in September That basically totally negates any
sting of the decertification Why then should the Mexicans make


any


serious reforms to their past practices or take


usdecertification


seriously It will be back to business as usual We should oppose


that idea and not go until after the new year IMHO
Eric


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Alexis


I can certainly get with Jack and propose a TED inspection
schedule It would probably be best to simply offer the countries


that should be visited and the periods we have visited those
countries in the past DOS will need to work out the details and
actual dates But our doing this should illustrate another clear
issue that needs to be addressed in the program lack of


continuity


in the program from DOS We can talk more about that in PC


though


and I will add it to the agenda Not sure it will be successfully


addressed with the current FSO SOP tenure though
In regard to the cold water fisheries I believe we did mention a


couple specific countries I believe Chile and Uruguay but it
never got any traction within DOS due to focus on Mexico and other


issues I am not sure about LE involvement and dont have a real


strong feeling at this point either way Cases of foreign vessel







incursions are not really relevant as we need to consider
compliance within our own domestic fleet And we are gaining more


insight into that every month down here some good some not so
good I will defer to Mitchell and Jack on the last question since


they have a better idea of the TED testing schedule and if Monday


is


going to be a long day on the water or not
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike et al
I am adding John and Jack to this email dialogue Dave Hogan


is


a go for the 14th and has booked his flight and hotel already He


had a few other additions to the agenda you outlined so I think


the agenda would be something like the following
1 Standard Operating Procedures Format of reports date of
submission level of recommendation from NMFS etc
2 Transition to the new FSO and the interim program leader D


Hogan
3 This years schedule
4 Discussion of adding cold water fisheries
5 Discussion of long term goals of the program training


future


countries CAFTA enforcement project etc


Other additions With respect to who speaks to the agenda items


I


would see Dave leading the first two items Given the he has not


been intimately involved in the past few inspection seasons it
would be good if we could propose this years schedule As I
understand it Mexico is already tentatively scheduled for
September Mike would you able to work up a season schedule


Also will we be proposing specific countries for the cold water


fisheries We have had this discussion a few times before but I


dont recall us actually proposing an actual list Mike et al do


you have countries in mind If not we have a Hollings fellow
starting on Tuesday and she could help us research that in







advance


of the meeting


In terms of participants for this meetingOLE has been involved


in


some cases related to foreign vessel incursions providing us
information on what is comparable to the US enforcement


actions


and tracking the DS 2031 Do we think it would be good to have an


OLE rep at this meeting or on the phone for part of it


Finally if we do end up in Panama City John Carlson has
graciously reserved us the same conference room once again for


the


evening of the 14th What time do you think we will be able to start


Thanks and hope all are well Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote


As you likely may bump into Dave perhaps you can mention the
meeting to him again and pick his brain on what issues he wants


to discuss I dont really have too many items for an agenda
aside from basic scheduling transition between Dave and the new


FSO and revisiting items from last year that were largely
tabled eg cold water fisheries If he or others want to
discuss other issues we experienced this past year then I will


leave it to them to bring up
Should PC get canceled we can easily set up a new date here at


SERO whenever convenient for DC folks maybe even same date


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike
Thanks for let us know In interim it would be good to


proceed with us meeting in Panama City and have a contingency


of


St Pete Will you be reaching out to State or would you like


me


to Will you be circulating an agenda for comment in the near
future Thanks A







Michael Barnette wrote


I guess it depends on if PC happens and if DOSHQ would


rather


just travel here instead We might still get a potential


no go


in the next couple of weeks if we get oil showing up in the area


David Bernhart wrote


Thanks Mike Do you know if the TEDs Summit with State is


still


on I had June 14th marked tentatively on my calendar
DB


Michael Barnette wrote


FYI


Original Message
Subject 2010 TED testing
Date Tue 18 May 2010 083618 0500
From Bret D Hataway BretDHataway@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Jebreen Edward J Edward Jebreen@deedigldgovau


Hey Mike Edward


I just wanted to let you know that the 2010 TED Testing work


is back on as scheduled We have secured the RV Caretta for


conducting the work and chartered a commercial boat for


doing


the base line testing for the oil spill We still havent
secured a stern trawler for the fish trawl work as of yet


but


that could change Of course if the oil spill impacts the
Panama City area all of this will likely change If that is


the case the turtles will likely be pulled out of the pens


in


the bay and transported to the East Coast As you can


imagine
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From Michael Barnette


To DuaneSmith Tracy Dunn
Cc David Bernhart Otha Easley Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re Fwd RE Shrimp Embargo enforcement plan
Date Thursday May 27 2010 32223 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Duane


The subject meeting is the annual discussion and planning session for
the Section 609 inspection program In the past it largely focuses on
trip scheduling and other program issues Someone mentioned enforcement
activities and how it relates to our comparability analysis it was not
specific to MX or a full blown agenda item per se That being said if
you or LE would like to participate in the meeting your insight and
input is always welcome It is scheduled for June 14 in Panama City
concurrent with our annual TED testing I can give you and Tracy more
information if interested


Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Gents


Regarding the current embargo on MX shrimp anyone know anything about
the red highlighted text below


Original Message
Subject RE Shrimp Embargo enforcement plan
Date Thu 27 May 2010 125854 0400
From Hogan David F OES HoganDF@stategov
To Paul OrtizPaulOrtiznoaagovGibbonsFly William H OES
Gibbons FIyWH@stategov
CC Duane Smith DuaneSmith@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierreznoaagov
References 4BD085204070707@noaagov


Thanks Paul That would be me Im planning to head down to meet with
the SER folks to talk about the next Sec 609 season and also on the


agenda is coordination with OLE Dont know whether your counterparts
in the region will be in attendance but if not we can follow up Ill
also take a look at the other msg you sent today re questions and get
back to you


On the data buoy question you posed and I just found in my inbox
regrettably I will talk with SWR and IA about what they wish to do in
IATTC this year Youve laid the groundwork for us to raise it there
so I am not opposed at all but want to consult with them to see how
it figures in with the other stuff well be doing this year DFH


David F Hogan


Deputy Director


Office of Marine Conservation


US Dept of State







Ph 1202 647 2335


Fx 1202 736 7350


From Paul Ortiz mailtoPaulOrtizlanoaaaov
Sent Thursday April 22 2010 119 PM
To GibbonsFly William H OES Hogan David F OES
Cc Duane Smith


Subject Shrimp Embargo enforcement plan


Hi Gents
Your names were being bandied about on a conf call this morning to
discuss NMFS role in enforcing this MX shrimp embargo Since neither
myself nor my colleague in GCELSE Duane Smith know anything about
how we will enforce it or how weve enforced it in the past we
thought it might be a good idea to discuss it with DOS So who wants
to handle it


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 9463613
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re Fwd Re Shrimp Embargo enforcement plan
Date Thursday May 27 2010 33009 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Yes I got this Some unfortunate confusion that apparently was not
fully cleared up by Dave


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


fyi A


Subject
RE Shrimp Embargo enforcement plan
From


Hogan David F OES HoganDF@stategov
Date


Thu 27 May 2010 125854 0400
To


Paul OrtizPaulOrtiznoaagovGibbonsFly William H OES
Gibbons FIyWH@stategov


To


Paul Ortiz PaulOrtiz@noaagov GibbonsFly William H OES
Gibbons FIyWH@stategov
CC


Duane Smith DuaneSmith@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierreznoaagov


Thanks Paul That would be me Im planning to head down to meet with
the SER folks to talk about the next Sec 609 season and also on the


agenda is coordination with OLE Dont know whether your counterparts
in the region will be in attendance but if not we can follow up III
also take a look at the other msg you sent today re questions and get
back to you


On the data buoy question you posed and I just found in my inbox
regrettably I will talk with SWR and IA about what they wish to do in
IATTC this year Youve laid the groundwork for us to raise it there
so I am not opposed at all but want to consult with them to see how
it figures in with the other stuff well be doing this year DFH


David F Hogan


Deputy Director


Office of Marine Conservation


US Dept of State


Ph 1202 647 2335


Fx 1202 736 7350


From Paul Ortiz mailtoPadOrtiznanoaaa4Y







Sent Thursday April 22 2010 119 PM
To GibbonsFly William H OES Hogan David F OES
Cc Duane Smith


Subject Shrimp Embargo enforcement plan


Hi Gents
Your names were being bandied about on a conf call this morning to
discuss NMFS role in enforcing this MX shrimp embargo Since neither
myself nor my colleague in GCELSE Duane Smith know anything about
how we will enforce it or how weve enforced it in the past we
thought it might be a good idea to discuss it with DOS So who wants
to handle it
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc John Mitchell David Bernhart


Subject Re Intl TED Summit


Date Thursday May 27 2010 35554 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


You and your agendas
I just want to get everyone on the same page in regard to our NMFS
position and what we want to share with DOS Since we have more
players involved compared to DOS we obviously have more opinions eg
Eric and MX
Personally I would opt to discuss any internal issues internally such
as inspection program funding and travel limitations and not have those
issues brought up at the meeting with DOS And if there are some issues
Dave may bring up regarding NMFS recommendations HQ involvement
memos etc I would rather we already have a single clear answer to
him instead of having an extended discussion amongst ourselves there at
the table


I also want to convey that while its all fine and well to discuss trip
reports memos and other formalities the bigger picture into how this
shared program progresses or not depends largely on DOS And it does
not help when a new unknown variable gets introduced every two years
That may be the cards we are dealt but reality is reality
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Okay how about 10am eastern on the 9th I have a mtg at FWS at noon
so need to be done by 11am but I think we can do that Mike what are
the agenda topics that we need to cover You mentioned an MOU SOPs I
could see a letter exchanged between the two agencies but an MOU
could be cumbersome and drawn out given our respective legal advisers
Thanks A


Michael Barnette wrote


works for me


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


How about the 9th


John Mitchell wrote


I will be available to conference from the office June 79 but
will be in PC after that through the 18th I could dial in via
cell at any time


JM


Michael Barnette wrote


Are you going to be in PC before the 14th I will probably be
rolling in June 10 or 11


Michael C Barnette


On May 26 2010 at 940 PM Alexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierreznoaagov wrote


Hi Mike
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Original Message
Subject 2010 TED testing
Date Tue 18 May 2010 083618 0500
From Bret D HatawayBretDHatawaynoaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Jebreen Edward J Edward Jebreen@deedigldgovau


Hey Mike Edward


I just wanted to let you know that the 2010 TED
Testing work is back on as scheduled We have secured
the RV Caretta for conducting the work and
chartered a commercial boat for doing the base line
testing for the oil spill We still haventsecured a
stern trawler for the fish trawl work as of yet but
that could change Of course if the oil spill impacts
the Panama City area all of this will likely change
If that is the case the turtles will likely be pulled
out of the pens in the bay and transported to the
East Coast As you can imagine things are uncertain
here so stay in touch


Dominy
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc John Mitchell David Bernhart Jack H Forrester


Subject Re Intl TED Summit


Date Thursday May 27 201041127 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


1 Proposed TED schedule
2 Trip reports combined or separate
3 Deliverables to DOS trip reports only HQ memos
4 Involvement in domestic TED inspections for comparability assessments
5 Comparability conclusion NMFS responsibility
5 Funding issues


I offer the above as discussion subjects for next Wednesday JohnJack
do you have anything to add


I dont think we need to get too deep into comparability issues on this
call Its definitely an issue we need to discuss more but moreso
amongstbetween those participating on inspection trips so we can get
some consistency within the group


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Okay how about 10am eastern on the 9th I have a mtg at FWS at noon
so need to be done by 11am but I think we can do that Mike what are
the agenda topics that we need to cover You mentioned an MOU SOPs I
could see a letter exchanged between the two agencies but an MOU
could be cumbersome and drawn out given our respective legal advisers
Thanks A


Michael Barnette wrote


works for me


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


How about the 9th


John Mitchell wrote


I will be available to conference from the office June 79 but
will be in PC after that through the 18th I could dial in via
cell at any time


JM


Michael Barnette wrote


Are you going to be in PC before the 14th I will probably be
rolling in June 10 or 11


Michael C Barnette


On May 26 2010 at 940 PM Alexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierreznoaagov wrote


Hi Mike
I think this is a great idea I think the predominant issue


will be scheduling I am in Houma LA next week and TEDs testing
starts the 7th John could we get you for an hour or two the
week of the 7th Cheers A
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To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagov
Jebreen Edward J Edward Jebreen@deedigldgovau


Hey Mike Edward


I just wanted to let you know that the 2010 TED
Testing work is back on as scheduled We have secured
the RV Caretta for conducting the work and
chartered a commercial boat for doing the base line
testing for the oil spill We still haventsecured a
stern trawler for the fish trawl work as of yet but
that could change Of course if the oil spill impacts
the Panama City area all of this will likely change
If that is the case the turtles will likely be pulled
out of the pens in the bay and transported to the
East Coast As you can imagine things are uncertain
here so stay in touch


Dominy
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re Mexican TED Training
Date Wednesday June 02 201092540 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Alexis


I have access to the handouts I am a little concerned about what


capacity Thor may be working or what impressions he may give to the
Mexicans with this material Hopefully he wont mislead anyone with
his statements etc
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Mike can you help with is I am in the Gulf and dont have access
Thanks A


Thor Lassen wrote


Thank you Alexis I got a note from David Hogan that he would be out
until the 16th


How can I get a copy of the outreach video and phamphets Do you
have them at NOAA Silver Spring It would be very useful to me and I
would happy to stop by before I go
Thor


Original Message
From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierreznoaagov
To Thor Lassen tjlassenyahoocom
Cc Hogan James J OES HoganJJ @stategov Hogan David F
OES HoganDFstategovMichael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Sent Tue June 1 2010 115750 PM
Subject Re Mexican TED Training


Hi Thor
James had rotated out of this position at State Department Our


primary information would be the specifics in our regulations which
can be found at http wwwnmfsnoaa aovprpdfsfrfr6931035Ddf
We also have outreach videos and pamphlets Mexico has been provided
this and many pieces of information on several occasions I am not
available this week for a call but Mike Barnette or Dave Hogan might
be able to chat with you Cheers Alexis


Thor Lassen wrote


James


I am traveling to Mazatlan on Sunday and meeting with CONAPESCA as
well as shrimp industry representatives to help answer questions
that are still present on TEDs I wonder if it is possible for us
to have a conversation this week before I leave I would like to


have access to any documentation that a US shrimper would have
regarding TEDs as a tool in discussions with Mexican industry
Please let me know if you have time this week or if other parties
might be available







Thanks


Thor Lassen


Ocean Trust
703 434 1444


Original Message
From Hogan James J OES HoganJJ@stategov
To Thor Lassen tjlassen@yahoocom
Cc Hogan David F OES HoganDF@stategov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
Sent Fri April 9 2010 13658 PM
Subject RE Mexican TED Training


Thor


Building a bit on what Alexis said the issue is primarily one of
compliance and as such the Department of State regards it as the
purview of the competent Mexican regulatory and
monitoringenforcement agencies starting with PROFEPA and
CONAPESCA The United States Government remains committed to


supporting the Government of Mexico as it moves toward
recertification and will also show the Government of Mexico all


appropriate deference as it takes the steps it deems necessary to
move this matter forward I am enclosing the Federal Register
Notice and the Media Note the Department of State recently
released At the beginning of March in Mazatlan United States and
Mexican government agencies jointly conducted training for
government and industry stakeholders I think it would be best to
query your PROFEPA or CONAPESCA contacts about third party
distribution of material that was exchanged or generated in this
governmenttogovernment setting
I can speak to a nonprofits role under United States law The


Department of States 1999 Guidelines provide that non governmental
organizations with recognized expertise in the subject matter may
supply information for the Department and its interagency partners to
consider when making certification recommendations And at the risk
of repeating what you may have already heard from David and others
we in OMC remain interested in your take on this matter particularly
because you often have eyeson for longer periods of time than our
budgetary and programmatic constraints allow us However Ocean
Trusts role in Mexico is a question for your PROFEPA and CONAPESCA
contacts Regards


James


James J Hogan III
United States Department of State
Office of Marine Conservation


Bureau of Oceans Environment and Science
Room 2758 Marshall Wing HST
Washington DC 20520 7818
Hoganjj@stategov
202 647 2252
http wwwstateaovgoes


Original Message
From Thor Lassen mailtotilassennavahoocoml Sent Thursday April







08 2010 902 AM
To Hogan James J OES
Cc Hogan David F OES
Subject Fw Mexican TED Training


Jim I spoke to David some time ago about the Mexican cerification
and this morning Alexis suggested I follow up with you regarind
further questions We are a nonprofit that has worked with the
Mexican industry on sustainability issues and sea turtle restoration
projects in the Gulf


I understand from Alexis that trainings are completed Can you tell
me where and when they were held and who participatedMexican
government or industry I work with several Mexican and US shrimp
companies and would like to follow up independent of the government
efforts to help our Mexican partners succeed in regaining
certification


Are any materials available that were used at the workshops that I
can distribute via our private sector contacts to help the Mexican
shrimp industry Do you have any recommendations for us as a
nonprofit to guide our efforts


One of my directors who recently attended the Belize turtle meeting
was under the impression that training meetings were still ongoing
Are there more meetings and if so where and when so we can promote
attendance


Thanks for your help


Thor Lassen


Ocean Trust


703 450 9852


Forwarded Message
From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
To Thor Lassen tjlassen@yahoocom
Cc mcteesa@stategov hogandf@stategov hogandf@stategov
Hogan James J OES HoganJJ @stategov
Sent Thu April 8 201084125 AM
Subject Re Mexican TED Training


Dear Thor
Thank you for your note Sarah is currently on leave The


trainings with the Mexican officials and industry occurred at the
beginning of March and at present no further trainings are planned
At present its up to the Mexican government to address the issues
with their program For further concerns or questions please
contact James Hogan HoganJJ@stategov Thanks Alexis


Thor Lassen wrote


Sarah


Les Hodgson one of the directors of Ocean Trust who met you at the
Belize turtle meeting told me there was a schedule of training
meetings regarding TED requirements for Mexican officials and
industry Is it possible to get a copy of the schedule that I may







also forward to our industry partners in Mexico to encourage
attendance As a nonprofit that has worked with industry on sea
turtle restoration I would like to do whatever we can to help
Mexicans regain certification Appreciate any materials that
might be available or recommendations on how we might help


Thanks


Thor Lassen
Ocean Trust


703 450 9852
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fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21
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From Michael Barnette


To Thor Lassen


Cc Alexis Gutierrez Jack H Forrester John Mitchell


Subject Re Mexican TED Training
Date Wednesday June 02 201092642 AM
Attachments Foreian TED Handout 2005odf


71inch soanish final CDW11odf


A Guide to Better TED Performance NMFS Tech Memo 366odf


A Guide to Better TED Performance NMFS Tech Memo 366 SPANISH VERSIONndf


DC soanish 3110 CDW11odf


Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Thor


I have attached several handouts Our Pascagoula Lab developed several
videos as well some narrated in Spanish I have cced Jack Forrester
and John Mitchell who can help obtain copies of those videos
Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Mike can you help with is I am in the Gulf and dont have access
Thanks A


Thor Lassen wrote


Thank you Alexis I got a note from David Hogan that he would be out
until the 16th


How can I get a copy of the outreach video and phamphets Do you
have them at NOAA Silver Spring It would be very useful to me and I
would happy to stop by before I go
Thor


Original Message
From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
To Thor Lassen tjlassen@yahoocom
Cc Hogan James J OES HoganJJstategovHogan David F
OES HoganDF@stategov Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Sent Tue June 1 2010 115750 PM
Subject Re Mexican TED Training


Hi Thor
James had rotated out of this position at State Department Our


primary information would be the specifics in our regulations which
can be found at htto wwwnmfsnoaa aovDrndfsfrfr6931035Ddf


We also have outreach videos and pamphlets Mexico has been provided
this and many pieces of information on several occasions I am not
available this week for a call but Mike Barnette or Dave Hogan might
be able to chat with you Cheers Alexis


Thor Lassen wrote


James


I am traveling to Mazatlan on Sunday and meeting with CONAPESCA as
well as shrimp industry representatives to help answer questions
that are still present on TEDs I wonder if it is possible for us







to have a conversation this week before I leave I would like to


have access to any documentation that a US shrimper would have
regarding TEDs as a tool in discussions with Mexican industry
Please let me know if you have time this week or if other parties
might be available


Thanks


Thor Lassen
Ocean Trust


703 434 1444


Original Message
From Hogan James J OES HoganJJ@stategov
To Thor Lassen tjlassen@yahoocom
Cc Hogan David F OES HoganDF@stategov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
Sent Fri April 9 2010 13658 PM
Subject RE Mexican TED Training


Thor


Building a bit on what Alexis said the issue is primarily one of
compliance and as such the Department of State regards it as the
purview of the competent Mexican regulatory and
monitoringenforcement agencies starting with PROFEPA and
CONAPESCA The United States Government remains committed to


supporting the Government of Mexico as it moves toward
recertification and will also show the Government of Mexico all


appropriate deference as it takes the steps it deems necessary to
move this matter forward I am enclosing the Federal Register
Notice and the Media Note the Department of State recently
released At the beginning of March in Mazatlan United States and
Mexican government agencies jointly conducted training for
government and industry stakeholders I think it would be best to
query your PROFEPA or CONAPESCA contacts about third party
distribution of material that was exchanged or generated in this
governmenttogovernment setting
I can speak to a non profits role under United States law The


Department of States 1999 Guidelines provide that non governmental
organizations with recognized expertise in the subject matter may
supply information for the Department and its interagency partners to
consider when making certification recommendations And at the risk
of repeating what you may have already heard from David and others
we in OMC remain interested in your take on this matter particularly
because you often have eyeson for longer periods of time than our
budgetary and programmatic constraints allow us However Ocean
Trusts role in Mexico is a question for your PROFEPA and CONAPESCA
contacts Regards


James


James J Hogan III
United States Department of State
Office of Marine Conservation


Bureau of Oceans Environment and Science
Room 2758 Marshall Wing HST
Washington DC 20520 7818
Hoganjj@stategov







202 647 2252
httpwwwstateaovaoes


Original Message
From Thor Lassen mailtotilassennavahoocom Sent Thursday April
08 2010 902 AM
To Hogan James J OES
Cc Hogan David F OES
Subject Fw Mexican TED Training


Jim I spoke to David some time ago about the Mexican cerification
and this morning Alexis suggested I follow up with you regarind
further questions We are a nonprofit that has worked with the
Mexican industry on sustainability issues and sea turtle restoration
projects in the Gulf


I understand from Alexis that trainings are completed Can you tell
me where and when they were held and who participatedMexican
government or industry I work with several Mexican and US shrimp
companies and would like to follow up independent of the government
efforts to help our Mexican partners succeed in regaining
certification


Are any materials available that were used at the workshops that I
can distribute via our private sector contacts to help the Mexican
shrimp industry Do you have any recommendations for us as a
nonprofit to guide our efforts


One of my directors who recently attended the Belize turtle meeting
was under the impression that training meetings were still ongoing
Are there more meetings and if so where and when so we can promote
attendance


Thanks for your help


Thor Lassen


Ocean Trust


703 450 9852


Forwarded Message
From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
To Thor Lassen tjlassen@yahoocom
Cc mcteesa @stategov hogandf@stategov hogandf@stategov
Hogan James J OES HoganJJ @stategov
Sent Thu April 8 201084125 AM
Subject Re Mexican TED Training


Dear Thor
Thank you for your note Sarah is currently on leave The


trainings with the Mexican officials and industry occurred at the
beginning of March and at present no further trainings are planned
At present its up to the Mexican government to address the issues
with their program For further concerns or questions please
contact James Hogan HoganJJ @stategov Thanks Alexis


Thor Lassen wrote







Sarah


Les Hodgson one of the directors of Ocean Trust who met you at the
Belize turtle meeting told me there was a schedule of training
meetings regarding TED requirements for Mexican officials and
industry Is it possible to get a copy of the schedule that I may
also forward to our industry partners in Mexico to encourage
attendance As a nonprofit that has worked with industry on sea
turtle restoration I would like to do whatever we can to help
Mexicans regain certification Appreciate any materials that
might be available or recommendations on how we might help


Thanks


Thor Lassen


Ocean Trust


703 450 9852
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Contact List for additional TED information


John Mitchell
NOAA Fisheries TED Technology Program Coordinator


3209 Fredric St


Pascagoula MS 39568 USA
Tel 228 762 4591


email JohnMitchell@noaagov


Jack Forrester
NOAA Fisheries Fisheries Methods and Equipment


Specialist
3209 Fredric St


Pascagoula MS 39568 USA
Tel 228 762 4591


email JackHForrester@noaagov


Nick Hopkins
NOAA Fisheries Fisheries Methods and Equipment


Specialist
3209 Fredric St


Pascagoula MS 39568 USA
Tel 228 762 4591


email NickHopkins@noaagov


Visit the NOAA Fisheries TED Website


httpwwwmslabsnoaagovtedshtml
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Device TED
Regulation Summary


Revisions effective


August 31 2003


OTTER TRAWL COMPONENTS
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Frame Material Specifications


1 Solid Steel rod


Minimum OD of 14inch 064 cm


2 Fiberglass or aluminum rod
Minimum OD of 12inch 127 cm


3 Steel or aluminum tubing
Minimum OD of 12inch 127 cm
and minimum wall thickness of 18inch 032 cm







Minimum TED Grid Dimensions


minimum diameter as measured from outer edge of frame


7
32 inches


810 cm


V


I I


32 inches


810 cm


Minimum TED Deflector Bar Spacing


4 inches


Measurement taken between bars 102 cm







TED Installation


Sewn to trawl around


Ik
the circumference of


TED with heavy
twine


Deflector bars run piii
from top to bottom as
it is positioned in the
trawl


Installation


Frame Orientation


ItN
The slope of the bars
must be oriented


so that a turtle


will be deflected


toward the exit opening


frOipp7







BASIC CHECK POINTS FOR


TEDS


Escape opening dimensions


Correct TED fishing angle


Required Floatation bottom opening TEDs


Escape Opening Cut


The escape opening
cannot be any


11114narrower than the


outside width of the


grid minus 8 inches 1 1


203 cm when 11t1Imeasured in a straight
line width







Escape Opening Options


0
logo


if


71 181 cm Double Cover


71 inch 180 cm
TED opening


1


71 in 180 cm







71 inch 180 cm Opening Cut


41
71 in 180 cm


stretched rninjmnm


26 in 66 cm
stretched


minimum


71 in 180 cm ii
i


exit hole flap 133 in 338 cm
stretched minimum


N


A
52 in 132 cm


stretched


minimum II I
t


ILIII







71 in 180 cm exit hole flap


Cannot extend more than


24 inches 610 cm
beyond the posterior
edge of the TED grid


Maximum 24 inches


610 cm


71 in 180 cm exit hole flap


May be attached on the
sides no further than


the row of meshes


which lie 6 inches 152


licm behind the
posterior edge of the
grid


6 inches 152 cm







DoubleCover


TED Opening


i


i i 1


DoubleCover TED Opening Cut


410f
II 56 in 142 cm
stretched minimum


20 in 51 cm
stretched minimum







DoubleCover TED Opening
Flap Dimensions


Flan Sections 2


58 in 147 cm
stretched minimum
E


kNote Distance A must
measure a minimum of


58inches when stretched 0


V41


Maximum overlap 15 in 38 cm
stretched length


114po


410 1 Ite
t l l i k 1


i
A to B I l a r l 14L


aa


15in38cm s o 104
maximum stretch 5 F es


aaaai a r 4rF


01 444444 44 4


as







Attaching flap to exit hole cut
4 44


I1 i Flap
1 Attachment


a


I Posterior edge


P 0 41 of TED


1 ti I 24 in 61 cm
maximum


eeeeeeeeee


Checking Grid Angle


e 06 0


1


45
4Z


N







Effect of TED angle


TED Angle


Whipline


The angle of the deflector
bars must be between


30 degrees and 55 degrees
from normal horizontal flow Trawl


through the interior of the
trawl


1C
55 at I


Allowable range 45 0


30
0







Flotation O


Flotation is required on all bottom


opening hard TEDs


Float Positions


Aft AmFloats
attached


inside webbing


lb Irjp
must behind


the grid


Floats must be


attached to


top 12 of
frame







Allowable Floats


Expanded Polyvinyl Chloride PVC
or


Expanded Ethylene Vinyl Acetate EVA


675 172 cm in diameter
x


875 222 cm in length


Aluminum AL or Hard Plastic HP


98 25 cm in diameter


Flotation Requirements


If TED frame circumference is


120 3048 cm or greater


Two PVC or EVA floats C


or


I
One HP or AL float


i







Flotation Requirements


If TED frame circumference is


less than 120 3048 cm


r


One PVC or EVA float 0
I


or


I I
One HP or AL float 0


Allowable Modifications
Optional TED components


i


1


4111111







Allowable Modifications to TEDs


Accelerator Funnel


4


10


Accelerator funnel


Attachment to TED grid


No more than 113


attached to grid


IllpLsN4







Accelerator funnel


Minimum dimension


measurement


The inside horizontal


opening must be able
to stretch to 71 in


180 cm


71 in 180 cm


Allowable Modifications to TEDs


Chafing Webbing


Must be a single piece of nylon Cannot extend past
webbing no smaller than 36 twine trailing edge or sides


of flap
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Instructions for the 71inch Offshore


Turtle Escape Opening
for SingleGrid Hard TEDs


This document provides instructions for modifying or constructing a 71 inch escape opening
dimensions for a singlegrid hard TED for use in all waters All measurements are given in inches
and apply to stretched mesh The actual regulatory requirements are based on inches not mesh
size These instructions include approximate mesh counts only to provide a general indication of
the size of the required openings The


number of meshes required will differ
depending on the mesh size of each net
These instructions summarize regulations
at 50 CFR 223207 a7iiB
223207d2iiand223207d3ii
It is the responsibility of the owners and
vessel operators using these instructions
to insure that their TEDs meet all


regulatory requirements


1 Cutting the Exit Hole
Cut an exit hole in the extension ahead of 71inches when stretched


the TED frame 26 inches deep on each


f
I II


side by 71 inches across the leading edge
Figure 1 Note These measurements are 26inches
stretched mesh measurements When when stretched


making the cut 12 mesh forward of the I
TED frame If the trawl webbing is 112 I I
mesh the cut will be approximately 18 yV
meshes long by 52 meshes wide If the
trawl webbing is 18 the cut will be
approximately 16 meshes long by 48
meshes wide Leave 2 mesh


forward of TED frame


1 71 inch TED opening







2 Constructing and Installing the Exit Hole Cover Flap


The exit hole cover is made by cutting a 133 inch by 58 inch piece of webbing no larger than
18inch stretch mesh Figure 2 The 133 inch edge of the cover is attached to the forward edge
of the opening 71 inch edge


iiiiiii


cat


4


71 inch cut


133 inches


58 inches


lipiiExit Hole Cover Flap


Figure 2 71 inch TED opening Installation of exit hole cover


2 71 inch TED opening







Exit Hole Cover continued
The cover may overlap the exit hole by a maximum of 5 inches about 3 meshes on each side
Figure 3 Attach the side of the flap to the side of the exit hole cut while maintaining the
3 mesh overlap Attach 28inches of the cover to 26inches of the exit hole cut ahead of the TED
frame Following the same row of meshes as the 3 mesh overlap continue sewing down the
extension beyond the TED frame to the row of meshes that lies 6inches beyond the posterior
edge of the grid The cover may extend no more than 24 inches beyond the posterior edge of the
TED frame


e


1


I I Postenor edge
Escape hole I of gnd


5inch overlapp
24inch max


length


Figure 3 71 inch TED opening Attachment of the exit hole cover


3 71 inch TED opening







3Measurement of the 71 inch TED opening


The required opening should measure at least 71 inches when stretched in a straight line The
straight line stretched measurement must be taken at the aft edge of the exit hole cut Figure 4


Measuring the 71 inch
TED escape opening


measured at aft edge of exit hole cut


t t8
s s


71


Horizontal straight line stretched
measurement of at least


71 inches


ACCELERATOR FUNNELS WITH THIS TED


If an optional accelerator funnel is used with the above TED in offshore waters or in the inshore
waters of Georgia or South Carolina the accelerator funnel must have an inside horizontal
opening with a straightline stretched measurement of at least 71 inches In other inshore waters
the accelerator funnel must have an inside horizontal opening with a straightline stretched
measurement of at least 44 inches


4 71 inch TED opening
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Instructions for the DoubleCover Offshore


Turtle Escape Opening
for SingleGrid Hard TEDs


This document provides instructions for modifying or constructing a double cover escape
opening for a singlegrid hard TED for use in all inshore and offshore waters All
measurements are given in inches and apply to stretched mesh The actual regulatory
requirements are based on inches not mesh size These instructions include approximate mesh
counts only to provide a general indication of the size of the required openings The number of
meshes required will differ depending on the mesh size of each net These instructions
summarize regulations at 50 CFR223207a7iiC223207d2iiand
223207d3iii It is the responsibility of the owners and vessel operators using these
instructions to insure that their TEDs meet all regulatory requirements


Figure 1 Double Cover Flap
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1 Double Cover Flap







1 Cutting the Exit Hole


Cut a exit hole in the extension ahead of the TED frame 20 inches forward on each side by 56
inches across the leading edge Figure 2 Note These measurements are stretched mesh
measurements When making the cut leave 12 mesh forward of the TED frame If the trawl
webbing is 158 the cut will be approximately 13 meshes long by 38 meshes wide If the
webbing is 112 the cut will be approximately 14 meshes long by 41 meshes wide


Figure 2 Exit hole cut dimensions for double cover flap


I


Si
I


Greater than or equal to
56inches when stretched


11


Greater than or


equal to 20inches i


when stretched


Ito
NN


i


2 Double Cover Flap







2 Constructing the Exit Hole Covers Flaps


The exit hole cover is made by cutting two 2 rectangular pieces of depth stretched and heat set
polyethylene webbing no larger than 1inch stretch mesh Each panel must measure a
minimum of 58 inches in width when stretched A in Figure 3 Refer to Table 1 for approximate
exit hole cover flap mesh count dimensions


Figure 3 Diagram of exit hole cover piece flap


Flap Sections 2


Leading Edge Width
A


Note Distance A must


measure a minimum of


58inches when stretched


Depth Edge 6 0


iiiiiiiii


Table 1 Flap dimensions mesh counts


Flap Mesh Size Flap Leading Flap Depth
Edge Count A Edge Count B
no of meshes no of meshes


1inch 48 m 27 m


1inch 45 m 25 m


3 Double Cover Flap







3 Installing the Exit Hole Covers Flaps


Figure 4 Determining attachment points for flap pieces


s 444 444414444 1444044 411
Distance between A B


should stretch no more


than 15 inches 44
X144


11111 2 ii


t t


Center Mesh


o4Y
iiiiiA ee


NOTE Please refer to the NMFS pamphlet titled Knot Orientation on TED Flaps
when attaching flaps


Attachment offorward edge offlap


1 Refer to Figure 4 Mark the center mesh of the of the forward edge of the exit hole cut


2 Determine the number of meshes to the left and right of the center mesh needed in order
to obtain a measurement no greater than 15 inches when the webbing is stretched Mark


these meshes for reference points A and B in Figure 4


3 Attach the right flap piece starting at mesh A Figure 5 Sew two meshes of flap to one
mesh of TED extension between points A and B


4 Continue sewing flap to the right distributing meshes evenly to a point two or three
meshes maximum of 5 inches beyond the edge of the escape opening cut


5 Repeat the above procedure for the left flap piece beginning at mesh B Figure 6


Doubling the meshes between points A and B on each flap piece helps to maintain the
overlap throughout the length of the flap


4 Double Cover Flap







Exit Hole Covers continued


Figure 5 Attaching right flap piece


044144404IfftIIIIIIII
Ii i


e Sew 2 m of flap 1t1q1
1 to 1 m extension


toit between A B JA
1r 14r 1II overlap edge


1I1p111111140111111114 2 to 3 m


I 41 141P4441141P4441


a Right Flap
t1 Pie 0400
0 I 40


Figure 6 Attaching left flap piece


1P11131111111
111111Er111111I1111 111
IIII Sew 2 m of flap


4 lobto 1 m extension l


APA between A B 11I111V
overlap edge yr Air 1P4 Ai1lI1I1It1


2 to 3 m I1 rp 1L


OriliKaimAkmaK 4411
111p le


04 4 1 sly104 II il4
1 ii4IIaio s f 1


1 Left Flap I1WOO t 1I1 1041Piece t i 11 h


11ti 44j1Yi1


5 Double Cover Flap







Exit Hole Covers continued


Attaching the sides ofthe flap pieces Figure 7 Attaching the side of the flap


1 2 or 3 mesh
Refer to Figure 7 Attach the side of one 1IIside overlappiece perpendicular to the leading 1 11 p40
edge by sewing along a straight row of i VVVv4 pvg4 r


meshes maintaining the 2 to 3 mesh lAkrANI
overlap of the exit hole cut 4 Flap Piece


Continue attachment to a point which is IpOi
no greater than 24inches beyond the k I Flap may be
posterior edge of thee grid point I1 he attached on theg This p is ly1
determined by measuring 6inches 4 4 side along entire
beyond the center of the posterior edge 0 i I


length
of the grid and following a
corresponding horizontal row of meshes
to the intersection with the flap edge ty Y


Flap may not
The flap may extend no more than 24 extend more than


i i ii
inches beyond the posterior edge of the 24inches beyond
grid the posterior edge


Repeat the above procedure for the
of the grid


and flap piece
p


111se


1111111111111


4 Use ofAccelerator funnels


If an optional accelerator funnel is used with the above TED opening in offshore waters or in the
inshore waters of Georgia or South Carolina the accelerator funnel must have an inside
horizontal opening with a straightline stretched measurement of at least 71 inches Figure 8 In
other inshore waters the accelerator funnel must have an inside horizontal opening with a
straightline stretched measurement of at least 44 inches NOTE A chafing flap is prohibited
for use with the double cover flap modification


6 Double Cover Flap
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SpftMENTOF Knot Orientation and TED Flaps
by John Watson


Gear researchers from the NMFS Harvesting Systems and Engineering Branch Mississippi
Laboratories in Pascagoula Mississippi recently conducted evaluations on the effect of webbing
knot orientation on the performance of TED flaps BRD funnels and trawl codends The results of
the evaluations was dramatic as was demonstrated in a video presentation at the Industry Workshop
on Bycatch Reduction in the Shrimp Fishery sponsored by the Gulf and South Atlantic Foundation
Inc in Tampa FL in October 1999


The effect that webbing knot orientation has on gear performance was first reported by
researchers at the Australian Maritime College in an article published in Australian Fisheries in June
1991 by Lyndal Wilson The discovery was made during flume tank experiments with model trawls
Identical model trawls had very different fishing configurations when demonstrated in the flume
tank After a lot ofhead scratching Dave Sterling then a student at the Australian Maritime College
in Tasmania Australia reasoned that the hydrodynamic forces associated with the webbing knots
might be the cause of the difference in net performance Tim Paice later confirmed this theory
through a series of flume tank experiments What he found was that the shape of webbing knots
creates hydrodynamic lift in either and upward or downward direction depending on the angle of
webbing knots relative to the direction of water flow Tim Paices research determined that
downward lift is generated when webbing knots have a negative angle of attack in both the top and
bottom panels of a trawl Overall trawl performance ie how hard a trawl fishes and how high a
trawl opens are influenced by webbing knot orientation


For several years gear researchers have observed differences in performance of TED exit
flaps and BRD and TED funnels when evaluating gear performance The difference in performance
was attributed to different webbing materials and quality and stretching ofwebbing with use In the
summer of 1999 Kendall Falana a gear specialist with the Harvesting and Systems Engineering
Branch proposed that the Harvesting Team investigate the effect ofwebbing knot orientation on the
performance of TED exit flaps while conducting BRD diver evaluations off of Panama City FL
The results of the evaluations were immediately obvious and dramatic Poly flaps were evaluated
on a TED with a leatherback modification opening which was required at the time on the US east
coast When the poly flap was installed with the webbing knots in a negative downward angle of
attack to the water flow the flap gaped open 10 to 12 inches when the trawl was towed at 25 knots
When the flap was removed and reattached with the webbing knots in a positive upward angle of
attack the flap was closed tightly around the TED frame when towed at 25 knots Subsequent test
off of Mississippi with different TED designs have confirmed these results When tested with a
standard TED opening the flap gaped open 3 5 inches or was closed tightly depending on the knot
orientation


Knot orientation also had a dramatic effect on codend shape and BRD funnel shape and







performance With the knots oriented with an outward angle of attack on a 120 mesh codend the
codend had an opening diameter of 13 inches when the knots were oriented with an inward angle
of attack the opening diameter was 10 inches Similar results were seen with a BRD funnel
These observations indicate the importance of knot orientation when constructing fishing gear In
the case of TED flaps it could greatly affect shrimp retention and may also have a significant affect
on BRD performance


The Harvesting Systems and Engineering Branch has produced a videotape demonstrating the
effects of webbing knot orientation Copies of the video can be obtained by request from


NOAA Fisheries Mississippi Laboratories
Harvesting Systems and Engineering Branch
PO Drawer 1207


Pascagoula MS 39567







Knot Orientation and TED Flaps
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Guia para Inspeccionar Abertura de un DET de 71 pulgada


Paso 1 Paso 2


Paso 1 I Paso 2


Mida la distancia Mida la distancia


desde el marco del desde el borde


DET hacia adelante y posterior del marco


a lo largo del lado del 1 del DET al borde


irl
Corte del agujero de trasero de la solapa


escape A a B V
C a D


Mas grande que o 0 Esta medida debe
gual a 26 pulgad Esta medida debe ser tomada desde el
cuando estirada


ser mayor que o igual Centro del marco y
0


a 26pulgadas 24 Max en posicion colgante
cuando estirada y no debe exceder


24pulgadas
0 No estirada


Paso 3 Paso 4


IIII111
Paso 3 Paso 4


Mida la distancia la Mida el borde


conecta mss delantero del Corte


all del borde del agujero de


Esta media debe ser


posterior


solapa


del marco Mas grande que o igual escape G a H
del DET E to F a 71pulgada cuando


estirada


Esta medida debe 0 Q mayor que o igual a
ser tomada desde el 71pulgada cuando


6 Max Centro del marco y en estirada


posicion colgante y


0 I no debe extender Atencio Tomar
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INTRODUCTION


Since the turtle excluder device or TED was first introduced to the
US shrimp fishery in the late 1980s research and development to improve
TED performance has continued Using SCUBA divers and video cameras
attached to shrimp trawls under actual working conditions NMFS gear
researchers working with shrimp fishermen and net shops have made
improvements to the hard or rigidstyle TED system improving
performance for both turtle exclusion and shrimp retention Figure 1
Shrimp fishermen throughout the Southeastern US have contributed to
improvements in TED design and techniques for handling TEDs at sea


The following information summarizes the latest advances in TED
technology Special emphasis is placed on methods of improving TED
performance for shrimp retention Where necessary TED regulations are
summarized for the particular topic being discussed


Figure 1 DIVER FILMING TED
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MATCHING TED TO FISHING CONDITIONS


There are a variety of hard TED designs available to the fisherman
today Figure 2 To insure that each design will be efficient for excluding
sea turtles all must meet specific design criteria as described under federal
TED regulations These regulations specify such things as grid size bar
spacing and materials for TED construction


The simplest of TED designs is the oval grid type commonly called
the GeorgiaJumper style It is usually constructed from steel rod and
features a horizontal cross brace for added strength


Hooped TEDs have a circular or oval hoop on the front and or rear of
the TED Advantages to hooped TEDs are 1 usually of sturdier


construction for fishing in rugged conditions and 2 the angle of the
deflector bars remains fixed and cannot change as the trawl webbing
stretches


A fixed angle TED features a single hoop used to strengthen the TED
frame and to maintain TED angle The hoop and the deflector grid are sewn
to the trawl extension in order to fix the angle of the TED in the trawl


The Super Shooter Reg tradename and Anthony Weedless


Patented style TEDs are specially designed to reduce the accumulation of
debris such as sea grass on the TED deflector bars which can prevent
shrimp from passing through the TED and into the tailbag These TEDs are
constructed of solid aluminum rod or pipe and require little or no horizontal
cross bracing Each of these TED designs feature modified deflector bars to
eliminate sea grass and other debris from the TED


The flounder TED has been developed for use only in areas where
flounder is the targeted catch The 4inch wide horizontal slots located at the
bottom of the TED frame allow flounder and other fish to pass through the
TED and into the tailbag of the net
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Figure 2 BASIC HARD TED DESIGNS
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CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS


TED regulations specify that hard TEDs be constructed of solid steel rod
fiberglass rod aluminum rod or heavy gauge steel or aluminum tubing
Regardless of the material it is made from the TED should be built to
withstand the rough conditions of sea going work


TED REGULATION SUMMARY CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS


A hard TED must be constructed of one or a combination of the


following materials with minimum dimensions as follows


MATERIAL MINIMUM OUTSIDE DIAMETER


Solid Steel Rod 14inch 064 cm


Fiberglass or 12inch 127 cm
Aluminum Rod


Steel or Aluminum Tubing 12 inch 127 cm
schedule 40 tubing
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TOP OR BOTTOM EXIT HOLE


Any hard TED can be installed with the turtle escape hole positioned
at either the top or bottom of the TED frame Figure 3 Both configurations
exclude sea turtles however depending on fishing conditions there are
advantages and disadvantages to each


I d


1


Figure 3 TOP AND BOTTOM EXITING TEDS


Shrimp fishermen have discovered that bottom opening TEDs can
exclude debris from their catch such as grass sticks shell and sponge Water
flow and gravity assist the TED in sliding debris down the grid face and out
the exit hole In addition unwanted bycatch such as jelly balls sharks and
rays can also be excluded Excluding debris and bycatch from the trawl can
result in less damage to shrimp and faster sorting time on deck


When trawling over an area that is relatively clean of debris you may
consider using a top opening TED Due to the tendency of shrimp to be
located near the bottom of the net as the water flow carries them to the


tailbag top opening TEDs can be more efficient in retaining shrimp than
bottom opening TEDs This has been documented through comparative tows
of a top opening versus a bottom opening TED aboard commercial shrimp
trawlers
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TED ANGLE


The angle at which the TED operates during a tow is an important factor in
preventing shrimp loss TED regulations specify that all hard TEDs must be
installed at angles between 30 degrees to 55 degrees from the horizontal
Figure 4


55


30 A


lc L
rt


Figure 4 ALLOWABLE RANGE FOR TED ANGLE 30 to 50 degrees


TED REGULATION SUMMARY TED ANGLE


The angle of the TED deflector bars must be between 30 and 55
degrees from the normal horizontal flow through the interior of
the trawl
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Grid TEDs work best for turtle exclusion and shrimp retention when
operating at a 45 degree angle However the TED angle can change over
time due to stretching of the webbing extension around it resulting in an
angle less than 45 degrees A reduction in angle can occur with single grid
hard TEDs when the TEDs are installed in new webbing and the webbing
knots tighten due to heavy catches or mudding up


If a TED is operating at an angle of less than 40 degrees shrimp loss
can occur due to diversion of water through the exit hole Figure 5 TEDs
which are operating at angles greater than 55 degrees can prevent turtles
from escaping and trash will not slide down the deflector bars resulting in
clogging of the grid Shrimp collect with the accumulated trash and are
discharged through the exit hole when the net is retrieved When using a grid
TED which has recently been installed in new webbing it is a good idea to
check the grid angle after several days of fishing to insure it is between 40
degrees and 55degrees Whether the TED is new or old the grid angle
should be checked regularly and if necessary reinstalled at the proper angle
before fishing operations continue
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Figure 5 EFFECT OF ANGLE CHANGE ON TED OPERATION
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CHECKING TED ANGLE


The recommended method for measuring the angle of the TED frame is
described below The method requires use of a standard carpenters
protractor available at most hardware or lumber stores


1 Using a trawl whipline gather an even row of meshes around the
trawl body located approximately 4feet forward of the TED frame
Figure 6 Pull the whipline tight around the even row of meshes


2 Using the whipline suspend the TED frame approximately 4feet
from the deck


3 Insure there are no twists between the TED frame and the whipline


4 Insure the TED is hanging freely and the tailbag is hanging directly
under the suspended TED frame


5 Insert the protractor Figure 7 through the TED escape opening and
place the correct side of the protractor against the surface of the grid
bars Read the angle of the TED should be between 30degrees and 55
degrees


IMPORTANT


Do not turn the TED toward you Go to the escape opening Turning the
TED toward you will affect the angle of the grid


Be sure you are reading the correct side of the protractor
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Figure 7 PROTRACTOR USED FOR CHECKING
TED ANGLE
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FLOTATION


Floats are an important component of any hard TED Floats help stabilize
the TED in the water and prevent it from rolling over during deployment or
retrieval More importantly flotation insures that the TED will not chafe
against the sea floor during operation thus preventing the need for mending
and additional maintenance Figure 8


Sea Floor


Figure 8 PROPERLY FLOATED BOTTOM OPENING TED


When a TED rides along the sea floor during a tow it is not possible
for debris to be discharged out the exit hole The debris becomes trapped in
the TED causing an obstruction to the passage of shrimp A properly floated
TED should operate 1820 in 4651 cm off the sea floor


Bottom exiting hard TEDs which are not properly floated have been
shown to prevent juvenile sea turtles from escaping For this reason TED
regulations require that all bottom opening grid TEDs must have adequate
flotation Floats used on bottom opening TEDs must be constructed of
expanded polyvinyl chloride PVC expanded ethylene vinyl acetate EVA
aluminum AL or hard plastic HP The following table summarizes this
requirement
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TED REGULATION SUMMARY FLOAT RULE


TED circumference is less than 120 in 305
cm then
Use one PVC or EVA float 675 inches 172 cm


in diameter by875inches 222 cm in length
or


ar Use one AL or HP float 98inches 25 cm in
diameter


or


1
f Manufacturer stamped certified floatation equal


to or greater than 10 lb45kg


TED circumference is greater than or equal
to 120 in 305 cm then


Use two PVC or EVA floats 675 inches 172
cm in diameter by 875inches


222 cm in length
or


1 Use one AL or HP float 98inches 25 cm in
t I diameter


113
or


Manufacturer stamped certified flotation equal to
or greater than 20 lb 91kg


ef
tomSri


If the TED is stamped with certified
manufacturer weight then


Manufacturer certified stamped flotation equal to
or greater than manufacturer certified TED


weight


Fishing depth is also a consideration in properly floating a TED
When fishing in an area less than 10 fathoms 182m polyvinyl chloride
PVC or ethylene vinyl acetate EVA floats are sufficient When fishing
deeper than 10 fathoms hard plastic HP or aluminum AL floats should
be used since foam floats will collapse and lose their buoyancy due to
increased water pressure
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Floats must be attached to either the outside or inside of the net


Figure 9 Floats which are attached inside the net must be behind the TED
frame so as not to obstruct the passage of a turtle No floats may be attached
to the exit hole cover or flap of the TED


OUTSIDE INSIDE


lop V


L


Figure 9 ALLOWABLE POSITIONS FOR FLOATS ON
BOTTOM OPENING TEDS
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POSITION AND SIZE OF EXIT HOLE


TED regulations specify the size and position of the cut in the trawl
webbing which allows a turtle to exit the trawl The cut must be centered on
the top or bottom of the trawl depending on whether your TED is a top or
bottom excluder The minimum size of the cut or opening in the trawl
webbing is dependent on the maximum width of the TED frame


The TED regulations summary indicates how the minimum size of
this cut is determined Figure 10 shows examples of exit hole cuts for two
different grid sizes Note that this requirement pertains only to the cut in the
trawl webbing and does not pertain to the exit hole cover or flap opening
dimensions to be covered later in this section


321n 36 in


it 24 in


28 In


Figure 10 DIMENSION REQUIREMENT EXAMPLES OF MINIMUM
ESCAPE HOLE CUT FOR 32 AND 36INCH GRIDS


18







TED REGULATION SUMMARY SIZE OF ESCAPE OPENING


There are two options for cutting the TED escape opening the 71 inch
opening and the DoubleCover opening Figure 11 The primary difference
between the two openings is the type of flap used to cover the exit hole
Each method creates an opening capable of excluding large sea turtles such
as leatherbacks On the following pages you will find specific information
for the installation of either escape opening


DoubleCover opening


4 A


pir 07 1
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71 inch opening


Figure 11 TWO METHODS FOR CONSTRUCTING THE TED EXIT HOLE
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Guide for Checking 71 inch TED Opening
1 Exit Hole Cut 4


0
Cover Attachment


Ili


Leading edge cut The cover may be
must measure a attached no more than


minimum distance of 15 cm beyond the
1 181 cm posterior edge of the


A to B TED frame A to B
O O This measurement


0 must be taken from


the center of the


0 frame when hanging


2 5
Exit Hole Cut Cover Length


Edge cuts must The length of the
measure a minimum cover may not exceed
distance of 66 cm 1 61 cm measured from


EI A to B the posterior edge of
the TED frame to the


0 trailing edge of the
flap A to B


p o sJ
11


0


3 6
II nni


I Escape opening
measurement


This measurement


must be greater than
I or equal to 181 cm


cm cut


il


when stretched in a


horizontal straight


i37 il
g7181 B


line A to B


Measured at the aft


edge of the exit hole
cut
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Guide for Checking DoubleCover TED Opening


1 I Exit Hole Cut


1 Leading edge cut
must measure a


minimum distance


IL of 142 cm A to B
A 14 Pi p f4 li 4 Cover Attachment


A B The cover panels
may only be sewn
together along the
leading edgeedge of the
cut and may overlap


I each other no more
c 38 cm


Exit Hole Cut i


ii11
Edge cuts must
measure a minimum


distance of 51 cm


0
A to B


5 r i Cover AttachmentIs Il
a Eachpanel may be
1 sewn down the


1


II
entire length of the


4 outside edge of each
panel A to C


Q The trailing edge of
e each panel must not


extend more than


61 cm past the
posterior edge of the
grid B to C


14 Exit Hole Cover


fin
Uth Ru ern The cover must be composed of two equal size


rectangular panels of webbing Each panel must
be no less than 147 cm wide The total length
of each cover piece is approximately 145 cm
See diagram 5 for maximum cover length
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ALLOWABLE MODIFICATIONS
Single Grid Hard TEDS


ACCELERATOR FUNNELS


Using water flow meters and dye injection techniques NMFS
SCUBA divers have measured the water flow characteristics of an operating
shrimp trawl As the trawl is pulled through the water an area of low water
pressure develops under and behind it This low pressure area produces a
vacuum under the trawl that can actually draw shrimp out of a bottom
opening TED which has an improperly fitted exit hole cover or flap


One method of keeping shrimp away from the TED exit hole is to
install an accelerator funnel The function of the accelerator funnel is to


direct shrimp away from the exit hole and through the bars of the TED
Water and shrimp are accelerated through the funnel and past the deflector
bars into the tailbag Figure 12 Comparative trawling studies have shown
that an accelerator funnel can significantly reduce shrimp loss through the
TED


ar
0 if


I


a


IFUNNEL1
fi


vc
4


Direction of Water Flow


Figure 12 FUNCTION OF ACCELERATOR FUNNEL
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WEBBING FLAP


Another important component of a TED is the exit hole cover or flap
A flap should fit over the exit hole during towing to prevent shrimp loss yet
open easily enough to allow sea turtles and debris to exit


Most debris encountered during a tow will usually slide to the base of
bottom opening TEDs If not excluded from the TED this debris can divert
water flow and shrimp out of the exit hole A properly functioning bottom
opening TED should exclude debris as quickly and as often as possible
during a tow


M


Nikir
1


A Posterior edge of grid B Maximum attachment length 152 cm
C Maximum flap length 61 cm


Figure 13 EXTENDED FLAP


NMFS gear researchers working with shrimpers have developed an
exit hole and flap which can improve the ability of TEDs to exclude debris
and retain shrimp The extended flap can be adapted to any hard TED
design Figure 15 The extended flap is made from heatset and depth
stretched polyethylene webbing A characteristic of this material is that it
can return to its original shape after it has been stretched
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The flap extends forward of the TED frame and covers a large exit
hole The large exit hole is important allowing the polyethylene webbing to
stretch over a wide area in order to exclude large objects Another feature of
the extended flap is that it extends behind the TED frame and insures that
the exit hole remains sealed when under tow


Some captains prefer to use a short flap on a bottom opening TED
According to these fishermen shorter flaps allow the TED to discharge
debris more rapidly reducing the possibility of clogging the TED In
addition these fishermen report that a flap which has been shortened to
leave a 4inch opening at the base of the TED can result in a substantial
reduction in fish bycatch


TED REGULATION SUMMARY FLAP LENGTH


A webbing flap may be used to cover the escape opening if no device
holds it closed or otherwise restricts the opening and if


1 It is constructed of webbing with a stretched mesh size no larger
than 158inch 41 cm


2 Is attached along the entire forward edge of the escape opening


3 Is not attached on the sides more than 6inches 152 cm beyond
the posterior edge of the grid


4 Does not extend more than 24inches 610 cm beyond the
posterior edge of the grid
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CHAFING WEBBING


Another allowable modification on hard TEDs is the use of chafing webbing
to reduce chafing on the bottom of the TED Figure 16 Most chafing
problems can be solved by providing additional flotation on the TED But in
some fishing conditions additional chafing webbing may be necessary In
order to insure that turtles can easily escape TEDs equipped with chafing
gear the regulations require specific materials and installation techniques A
single piece of nylon webbing may be attached outside of the escape
opening flap with the following specifications


Chafing Webbing


f


J
May only be attached on


leading edge IV
May not extend beyond


sides or end of flap


Must be a single piece of nylon webbing
no smaller than 36 twine


Figure 14 ALLOWABLE MODIFICATION CHAFING WEBBING


TED REGULATION SUMMARY CHAFING WEBBING


1 Must be constructed of nylon with a twine size no smaller than
size 36 246 mm in diameter


2 May be attached along its leading edge only
3 May not extend beyond the trailing edge or sides of the existing


escape opening webbing flap
4 Must not interfere or otherwise restrict the turtle escape opening
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ROLLER GEAR


Roller gear developed by shrimpers on the Atlantic coast has recently
been certified as an allowable modification to reduce chafing on single grid
hard TEDs When a webbing flap is used in conjunction with roller gear the
webbing flap must be of a length such that no part of the webbing can touch
or come into contact with any part of the roller gear assembly or the means
of attachment of the roller gear assembly to the TED when the trawl net is
in its normal horizontal position Figure 17


01
Figure 15 REQUIRED SHORT FLAP WITH PVC ROLLER GEAR


When roller gear is used it must be included in the circumference
measurement of the TED or the total weight of the TED for required
flotation requirements see flotation section Two roller designs have been
certified for use a single roller of hard plastic mounted on an axle rod
Figure 18 and a single roller or hard plastic tubing may be tied to the TED
frame Figure 19 Roller gear must meet the specifications described below
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figure 16 SPECIFICATIONS FOR SINGLE ROLLER ON AXLE ROD
A Maximum length 12 in 305 cm B Maximum roller diameter


6 inches 152 cm C Maximum rod diameter 12 inch 13 cm
D Maximum distance from bottom of TED frame 1 inch 25 cm


BN


Figure 17 SPECIFICATONS FOR SINGLE ROLLER TIED TO TED
FRAME A Roller Diameter Minimum 2 inches 5 cm Maximum 35
inches 9 cm B Maximum roller length 12 inches 305 cm C Roller
position must be behind TED frame when fishing
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TED REGULATION SUMMARY ROLLER GEAR


SINGLE HARD PLASTIC ROLLER


1 Must be mounted on an axle rod so that the roller can roll


freely about the axle


2 Roller dimension 6inches 1524 cm maximum diameter


3 Axle rod dimension 12inches 304 cm maximum width no
larger than 12inch 128 cm in diameter


4 Roller must be attached to the TED by two support rods made
from steel or aluminum rod no larger than 12inch 128 cm
diameter


5 Maximum clearance between the roller and the TED shall not


exceed 1 inch 25 cm


6 The axle rod and support rods must lie entirely behind the
plane of the face of the TED grid


SINGLE HARD PLASTIC TUBING ROLLER


1 Roller dimensions Maximum outside diameter 3 12inches


80 cm Minimum outside diameter 2inches51cm
Maximum width 12 inches 304cm


2 Must be tied tightly to the back face of the TED grid with rope
or heavy twine passed through the center of the roller tubing


3 Roller must lie entirely behind the plane of the face of the TED
grid
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LAZYLINE


One of the most frequent causes of shrimp loss with TEDs are trawl
lazylines which have not been lengthened to accomodate the additional
extension of the TED webbing Figure 20 The installation of a TED into a
trawl requires that the trawl lazylines be extended approximately 12ft 3
meters A short lazyline will cause the trawl to become distorted during the
tow Trawl distortion leads to irregular water flow through the TED and
increases the possibility of shrimp loss


Lazylines with choker straps at the tailbag can sometimes become
fouled restricting the catch and possibly resulting in shrimp loss through the
TED Use of an elephant ear rather than a choker strap to attach the
lazyline to the tailbag can decrease the possibility of catch loss


Correct


Figure 18 SHORT LAZYLINE AND TRAWL DISTORTION
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When quad rigs are used lazylines are usually bridled to allow the
tailbags from both nets on the same side of the vessel to be retrieved using
one line One method of insuring that the bridle length to each tailbag is long
enough is to install a slip ring on the inside net bridle Figure 21 The slip
ring allows the bridle to self adjust to the necessary length


11111 111111
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Figure 19 SLIP RING ARRANGEMENT FOR QUAD RIGS A Inside trawl
B Slip Ring
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DEPLOYMENT AND RETRIEVAL TIPS


TED handling at sea can be made easier and less trouble if the correct
procedures are followed


Before setting out the nets should be inspected to insure that webbing
ahead of the TED is not twisted In most cases a twist will be readily
visible Twists can be easily removed with the TED alongside of the vessel
before deployment


Once the TED is free of twists the tailbag can be released and the
vessel should idle forward The lazylines should be allowed to freely coil off
the deck Just before dropping the doors into the water to begin the tow
make one last check for a possible twist ahead of the TED


Increasing vessel speed before dropping the doors will cause most
TEDs to ride high in the water at the surface The webbing extension ahead
of the TED will be visible and any twists should be easily spotted If a twist
is present the bag and TED must be brought back alongside and the twists
removed No further attention to the TED is necessary at this point and the
nets can be deployed in the usual manner


When towing there is very little that can be done to check on TED
operation Some captains who use bottom opening TEDs feel that
periodically slowing the boat to 1 knot or less for 10 seconds or so can cause
any debris that may have accumulated against the TED deflector bars to
dislodge and be discharged through the exit hole This technique may cause
problems with bogging and tangling of gear in soft or muddy bottom
conditions


When retrieving the trawl it is important to start the haulback with the
boat headed into the sea This is especially important in rough weather and
will prevent the catch in the tailbag from being washed forward through the
escape hole of the TED once the TED is at the surface


The vessel should maintain speed and direction once the trawl doors
have been brought to the block The nets and TEDs can be washed down at
the surface for at least 1 minute to insure that all of the catch has been


washed past the TED In some conditions and with some net designs
captains advise against heavy washdowns which can cause catch to be
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washed out of the TED exit hole The length and intensity of washdowns
will be dependent on local conditions and type of gear being used


MAINTENANCE TROUBLESHOOTING


If a shrimp loss is suspected with a TED equipped net check and
correct the following trawl and TED components


1 Make sure the grid is not clogged with trash and debris if so pull
the debris out of the TED Keep the webbing around the TED
clean of any gilled fish especially the flap and accelerator funnel


2 Check the exit hole cover or flap for wear and a good fit If the
flap looks worn it probably is not sealing the exit hole effectively


replace it


3 Consider using an accelerator funnel to keep shrimp away from
the exit hole Routinely check and if necessary replace it when
the funnel loses shape


4 Check the bottom of the TED for chafing If the TED is chafing
make sure it has enough flotation The floats should not be worn
out or compressed Consider using hard plastic floats which will
not compress Remember that flotation is especially important
when using a bottom opening TED to insure that debris will be
excluded during the tow


5 Check the length of the lazyline to insure it is long enough so the
TED and tailbag are not distorted when towing


6 Check the grid angle on a regular basis especially after large
catches of fish or mud The TED should be reinstalled if the


angle is above 55E or below 30E


7 Excessive gilling of fish just ahead of the TED can indicate a
twist in the TED
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8 Finally if shrimp loss continues you may consider changing to a
different style of TED which may be better suited for the most
frequently encountered fishing conditions


OTHER REQUIREMENTS


There are additional legal requirements for installation and use of single grid
TED designs including


1 Float placement and method of attachment
2 Position of the escape opening cut
3 Method of grid attachment
4 Direction of grid bars


For specific information on legal TED requirements it is the individual
shrimpers responsibility to refer to the federal TED regulations 50 CFR
parts 217222227 and the Federal Register for this information


This booklet is provided as a problem solving
guide to TED operation Please refer to the
federal TED regulations published in the
Federal Register for specific information
pertaining to sea turtle conservation
requirements as they apply to shrimp trawling
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INTRODUCCION


Desde el inicio de la introduccion del excluidor de tortugas o TED a la
industria camaronera de losEEUUa fines del 1980 ha continuado la
investigacion y desarrollo para mejorar su funcionamiento El Servicio
Nacional de Pesca Marina NMFS mediante el use de buzos SCUBA y
camaras video sumergibles fijas a redes camaroneras bajo condiciones
normales de pesca ha realizado avances tecnicos sobre el sistema TED
dirigidos a mejorar su funcionamiento en cuanto al escape de tortugas y
retencion de camaron En adicion la industria camaronera de losEEUU
ha jugado un papel importante en mejorar el diseno de TEDs y en las
tecnicas de su manejo en el mar


La siguiente informacion hace un resumen de los avances mas recientes
sobre la tecnologia de TED de parrilla Se le darn enfasis a ciertos
componentes del TED los cuales pueden afectar en gran medida la retencion
de camaron Cuando sea necesario se hard un resumen de los reglamentos
sobre el TED notando el tema a discutirse


1


Figura 1 BUZO FILMANDO EL TED
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EMPAREJAMIENTO DEL TED CON CONDICIONES DE PESCA


Existen varios disenos de TED de parrilla disponibles al pescador Figura
2 Cada diseno esta sujeto a requisitos descritos en los reglamentos
federales sobre TEDs de losEEUUpara asi asegurar la exclusion y
sobrevivencia de tortugas marinas Estos reglamentos especifican el tamano
de la parrilla el espacio entre las barras deflectoras y el tipo de material
para su construccion


El diseflo mas sencillo de TED es el de parrilla ovalada llamado
comunmente el Georgia Jumper Usualmente se fabrica con varillas de acero
con refuerzos horizontales


El TED de aro tiene un aro circular u ovalado al frente o posterior al TED
Las ventajas del TED de aro son 1 su construccion mas fuerte permite
realizar pesca bajo condiciones mas bruscas y 2 el angulo de las barras
deflectoras permanece fijo y no cambia al estirarse las mallas


El TED de angulo fijo tiene un aro que refuerza el marco del TED y
mantiene el angulo del mismo El aro y la parrilla deflectora se fijan a la
extension de la red para asi asegurar el angulo del TED en la misma


Los TEDs tips Super Shooter y Anthony Weedless son disenos especiales
con el proposito de evitar la acumulacion de broza en las barras deflectoras
ya que la broza acumulada puede tupir las barras e impedir el paso del
camaron a traves del TED Dado a que estos TEDs estan construidos de
varillas de aluminio o de tubo no requieren refuerzos horizontales En
ambos de estos disenos de TED las barras deflectoras se han modificado
con el proposito de permitir la descarga de broza del TED por la salida de
escape Super Shooter o al bolso Anthony Weedless para evitar su
acumulacion contra la parilla


El TED para lenguado se diseno para pescar en areas donde el lenguado es
economicamente importante Las aberturas horizontales de 4 pulgadas
localizadas en la parte inferior del marco del TED permiten el paso de
lenguados y otros peces a traves del TED hacia el bolso
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Weedless TED TED Para Lenguado


Figura 2 DISENOS BASICOS DE TEDS
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MATERIALES DE CONSTRUCCION


Los reglamentos sobre el use de TEDs especifican que los TEDs de parrilla
pueden ser construidos de varilla de acero varilla de fibra de vidrio varilla
de aluminio o tubo de acero o aluminio No obstante el material a utilizarse
en la construccion del TED debe ser lo suficiente fuerte para asi resistir las
rudas condiciones de pesca en el mar


RESUMEN DE REGLAMENTO TED


Materiales de su Construccion


El TED de parrilla debe construirse de uno o combinacion de los siguientes
materiales con las dimensiones minimas


DIAMETRO
MATERIAL EXTERIOR MINIMO


Varilla de acero solida 14 pulgada 064 cm


Varilla de fibra de vidrio o 12 pulgada 127 cm
varilla de aluminio


Tubo de acero o aluminio 12 pulgada 127 cm
Tubo tipo 40
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Dimensiones Minima de la Parilla


mida en el borde exterior del parilla


32


inches


810 cm


1


32


inches


810 cm


to







Espacio enter las Barras Deflectoras
y el Marco de la Parilla


No Deben Exceder 4 Pulgadas 102 cm


7


4 inches


102
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SALIDA DE ESCAPE SUPERIOR 0 INFERIOR


Todo TED de parrilla se puede instalar con la puerta de escape abriendo
hacia abajo o hacia arriba Figura 3 excepto en areas o temporadas de
pesca donde el reglamento federal de TEDs especifica que solo se permiten
puertas de escape que abren hacia arriba Ambas configuraciones
generalmente permiten igualmente el escape de tortugas sin embargo hay
ventajas y desventajas en cada caso dependiendo de las condiciones de
pesca


1


7
iir 7x


xy


Figura 3 TED CON SALIDA DE ESCAPE HACIA
ABAJO 0 HACIA ARRIBA


Si la pesca se realiza en un fondo relativamente limpio se debe considerar el
use del TED con la salida superior Dado a que el camaron por to general se
encuentra en la parte inferior de la red al ser arrastrado hacia el bolso hay
menos escape de camaron con el TED de salida superior que con el de salida
inferior Esto se ha comprobado durante ensayos comparativos de arrastres
con salida superior e inferior abordo de embarcaciones de pesca comercial


12







ANGULO DEL TED


El angulo del TED es probablemente el factor mas importante para evitar la
perdida o escape de camaron Los reglamentos sobre el TED especifican
que el angulo de la parrilla debe ser entre 30 y 55 del horizontal Figura 4


55
S


E
N 1


Gti


Figura 4 ANGULO PERMISIBLE PARA EL TED


RESUMEN DE REGLAMENTO TED ANGULO DEL TED


El angulo de las barras deflectoras debe quedar entre 30 y 55


del flujo normal horizontal por el interior de la red


El TED de parrilla funciona con mas eficiencia en la retencion de camaron y
exclusion de tortuga si esta opera a un angulo de 45 Sin embargo el angulo
de la parrilla puede cambiar con el tiempo debido a que con use se estiran
las mallas alrededor del mismo Esto resulta en disminucion del angulo de
45 Puede ocurrir un cambio en el angulo si el TED se instala en una red
nueva o en una red donde se realizan pescas excesivas de camaron pescado
o fango
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Si la parrilla deflectora se opera a un angulo menor de 40 las barras


deflectoras del TED desvian mas agua y camaron hacia la salida de escape
Figura 5 Los TEDs con angulos mayores de 55 son ineficientes en
excluir tortugas Ademas no permiten el deslice de broza por lo cual se tupe
la parilla El camaron se acumula en la broza y se pierde por la salida de
escape al recobrarse la red Al instalarse un TED en una red nueva es
aconsejable verificar el angulo despues de varios dias de pesca para asi
asegurar que se mantenga a 45 Sea un TED nuevo o ya usado se debe
verificar regularmente que el angulo de la parrilla este entre 40 y 55 y si
fuera necesario corregir el angulo reinstalando la parrilla antes del proximo
viaje


Q


f


0


7


L


Figura 5 EFECTO DE CAMBIO DE ANGULO SOBRE
OPERACION DEL TED
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VERIFICANDO EL ANGULO DEL TED


El metodo recomendado para verificar el angulo del TED se describe a
continuacion Este metodo requiere el uso de un medidor de angulo de
carpintero protractor


1 Con el uso de un cabo recoja mallas parejas alrededor de la red
Aproximadamente a 4 pies al frente del marco de TED
Figura 6 Apriete el cabo alrededor de las mallas


2 Con el cabo levante el marco del TED aproximadamente 4 pies
sobre la cubierta


3 Asegure que no hayan torceduras entre el TED y el cabo de
amarre


4 Asegure que el TED cuelgue suelto y el bolso cuelgue
directamente bajo el marco del TED


5 Inserte el protractor Figura 7 por la salida de escape del TED
y ponga la base correcta del protractor sobre la superficie de las
barras de la parilla Lea el angulo del TED debe ser entre 30 y
55


IMPORTANTE


No tome el TED hacia usted Muevase a la salida de escape El tornar
el TED hacia usted afectara el angulo de la panilla


Asegurese de leer el protractor correctamente
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Figura 6 COLGANDO EL TED PARA VER1FICAR ANGULO
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Barra de la Parrilla


Figura 7 USO DEL PROTRACTOR PARA VERIFICAR
ANGULO DEL TED
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FLOTADORES


Los flotadores son componentes importantes de cualquier TED de parrilla
Los flotadores estabilizan el TED en el agua y no peimiten que voltee
durante el lance o recobro de la red Tambien es importante que los
flotadores eviten el desgaste de las mallas del TED al no permitir contacto
del marco con el fondo lo cual evita reparacion de la red Figura 8


Fondo Del Mar


Figura 8 FLOTACION CORRECTA CON TED DE SALIDA
HACIA ABAJO


Un TED con flotacion debida debe quedar a 1820 pulgadas 4651 cm
sobre el fondo durante el arrastre Si el TED mantiene contacto con el fondo


durante un arrastre se imposibilita la descarga de broza por la salida de
escape lo cual causa que se tupa la parilla y obstruye el paso de camaron
hacia el bolso


Las redes con salida de escape inferior a menudo evitan el escape de tortugas
juveniles Por esa razor los reglamentos sobre el TED requieren que todo
TED con salida de escape inferior tenga flotacion adecuada Los flotadores
fijos a TEDs con salida de escape inferior deben ser construidos de cloruro
de polivinilo expandido PVC acetato de vinilo etilico EVA aluminio
AL o plastico solido HP La siguiente tabla hace un resumen de este
requisito
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RESUMEN DE REGLAMENTO TED REQUISITOS DE FLOTACION


Si la circunferencia del TED es menos de 120


nuleadas 305 cm se debe utilizar


1 4 Un flotador PVC o EVA de 675 pulgadas 172 cm
diametro por 875 pulgadas 222 cm de largo


1 0


Un flotador AL o HP de 98 pulgadas 25 cm de
f diametro


N 0


Flotadores con estampa del fabricante certificando
una flotacion igual a o mayor a 10 lbs45kg


Si la circunferencia del TED es mayor o igual a


120 nuleadas 305 cm se debe utilizar


Dos flotadores PVC o EVA de 675 pulgadas 17 2
cm diametro por 875 pulgadas 222 cm de largo


if 114
Un flotador Al o HP de 98 pulgadas 25 cm de
diametro


IC 0


k Flotadores con sello del fabricante certificando una


flotacion igual a o mayor a 20 lbs 91 kg


Si el TED tiene sello del fabricante certificando el


peso entonces


Un sello del fabricante certificando una flotacion


igual o mayor a el peso certificado por el fabricante


La profundidad de pesca tambien es de importancia en asegurar la flotacion
debida del TED Cuando se realiza el lance en aguas menores de 10 brazas
30 m flotadores de cloruro de polivinilo PVC o acetato de vinilo etilico
EVA son suficientes Cuando se pesca a mayor profundidad de 10 brazas
plastico solido HP o aluminio AL es preferible porque flotadores de
esponja se colapsan o pierden flotacion por el aumento en presion del aqua
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Los flotadores se pueden fijar dentro o fuera de la red Figura 9 Si se
instalan dentro de la red se deben fijar detras del marco del TED para no
obstruir el paso a una tortuga No se permite instalar un flotador en la
cobertura de la salida de escape del TED


AFUERA ADENTRO


44


I


Figura 9 POSICIONES PERMITIDAS EN TED QUE
ABRE HACIA ABAJO
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POSICION Y TAMANO DE LA SALIDA DE ESCAPE


Los reglamentos del TED especifican el tamano y posicion del corte en la
red lo cual permite el escape de tortugas El corte debe quedar al centro de la
parte superior de la red si el TED abre hacia arriba o al centro de la parte
inferior de la red si el TED abre hacia abajo


El tamano minimo del corte en la red depende del ancho maxim del marco
del TED Los reglamentos sobre el TED indican como determinar el tamano
minimo del corte La Figura 10 muestra ejemplos de cortes de salida de
escape para dos diferentes tamanos de parilla Note que este requisito se
refiere solamente a la cobertura de salida de escape o la dimension de la
misma salida lo cual se discutira mas adelante


70


812 cm 32 m 914 cm 36 in 1
0 II I 11 11


1 61 cm 24 in
711 cm 28 in


corte corte


Figura 10 REQUISITOS DE DIMENSION EJEMPLOS DE CORTES
MINIMOS PARA PARRILLAS DE 32 Y 36 PULGADAS
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RESUMEN DE REGLAMENTO TED


TAMANO DE LA SALIDA DE ESCAPE DIMENSION DE LA
COBERTURA


Hay dos opciones para cortar la abertura del escape de TED la abertura 71
pulgadas y DobleCubra la abertura Figura 11 La diferencia primaria entre
las dos aberturas es el tipo de aleta usado para cubrir el agujero de la salida
Cada metodo crea una abertura capaz de excluir tortugas grandes del mar
tales como laud leatherbacks En las paginas siguientes usted encontrara la
informacion especifica para la instalacion de cualquier abertura del escape


Abertura DobleTapa


Ill
2


2


ioiy2op 2e2f t
iv


L 6


T


r y


Abertura 71pulgadas 180cm


Figura 11 DOS METODOS PARA CONSTRUIR EL SALIDA DE ESCAPE DEL
TED
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Abertura del TED 71 pulgadas 180 cm 1
Paso 1 Paso 2


Abertura de la boca del Medida de los cortes


DET medida del come r laterales donde la tapa
I II delantero estire una fila esta conectada a la


d horizontal de la malla i red desde el corte
71pulgadas justamente donde delantero hasta el


1 so cm
comienza el hueco en la marco del DET


A 131ice0 red cerca de la costura No menos de 26


No


la


menos


con la red I 26pulgadas
66 cm pulgadas 66 cm


No menos de 71 cuando esta estirado al


1
I pulgadas 180 cm maximo C4D


cuando el patio esta
estirado al maximo i
A


Paso 3 Paso 4


I Medida de la costura de Medida de la falda de la


los lados de la tapa por tapa sobrante del
debajo del marco del marco del DET
DET M I No mas de 24 pulgadas


4No mas de 6 pulgadas h 61 cm GHH sobrante
15 cm por debajo del del marco del DET


i marco del DET EHF I cuando el DET esta


1 midiendo desde donde 1 colgado incluyendo las
se unen la varilla central I 6 pulgadas 15 cm


CI II y la pane trasera del cosidas a los lados


i marco del DET y 1 para esta medida no
1 I siguiendo una fila de


b
se estira el pano


i malla horizontal hasta I
las costuras


1
Paso 5 Paso 6


Medida de la salida del 4 El angulo del marco del
I I


escape DET debe medir entre


No menos de 71 30 y 55 grados


pulgadas 180 cm de
pano estirado IHJ


o
Y


r i
fr


55E r
V


r


30


I
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Abertura del DET dobletapa 1
i Paso 1


I
Paso 2


f
I Abertura de la boca del I I Medida de los cortes


II
I


DET medida del corte I I laterales donde la tapa
I I delantero estire una fila esta conectada a la


56 ul arias
4 horizontal de la malla Uh red desde el cortepulgadas


142 cm justamente donde delantero hasta el


isimIlmIIM a
comienza el hueco en la marco del DET


red cerca de la costura No menos de 20
de la tapa con la red 20pulgadas


51 cm pulgadas 51 cm


i li
v


1 No menos de561 cuando esta estirado al


pulgadas 142 cm r maximo C4D
cuando el patio esta Jice


1
1 estirado al maximo 1


A4B
I 1


1L3kv S S Paso 3
Paso 4p48 xYxk


ti 0 Ilitili x En el borde delantero del
4l l w Mida la distancia que


r corte de la salida de


i 15 pulgadas w las tapas sobrepuestas
i 38 cm t


escape mida el largo de se extienden mas abajo
III la seccion donde las del borde trasero de laR


F tapas estan parilla
4 x I sobrepuestas


I El largo de la El largo de las tapas
I FNMA superposicion mas abajo del borde dej traslape E H F no la parilla no puede


0 i t debe exceder 15 exceder 24 pulgadas


1 4 a pulgadas 38 cm con la z 61 cm GHH Los
4 itiF z c Y y yrF


malla estirada lados de la cobertura se


pueden fijar a lo largo
de la longitud entera


Paso 5


El angulo del marco del
DET debe medir entre 30


y 55 grados


rrI A


fr r i


55 A
f


45
o


3O
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MODIFICACIONES PERMITIDAS


EMBUDO ACELERADOR


Utilizando buzos SCUBA y medidores de corrientes investigadores de
NMFS han obtenido informacion importante sobre las caracteristicas del
flujo de agua a traves de una red camaronera en operacion Al desplegarse la
red por las aguas se desarrolla un area de baja presion por debajo y detras de
la red Debido a esta baja presion debajo de la red es posible que se fugue el
camaron por la salida del TED si esta no esta equipada con una cobertura
apropiada


Una forma de alejar al camaron de la salida de escape es mediante la
instalacion de un embudo acelerador Figura 12 La funcion del embudo es
acelerar el flujo de agua que pasa a traves de el y desviar y alejar al camaron
de la salida de escape y orientarlo a traves de las barras del TED El agua y
el camaron se aceleran a traves del embudo hacia el bolso Estudios hechos


bajo diversas condiciones de fondo comparando cientos de arrastres hechos
con y sin embudos aceleradores instalados han mostrado una reduccion
significativa en la perdida de camaron mediante el use de aceleradores


ajir


EMBUDO


Direccion de fluio del aqua


Figura 12 FUNCION DEL EMBUDO ACELERADOR
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Para asegurar el escape de tortugas mayores a traves del embudo acelerador
los reglamentos federales senalan como debe construirse e instalarse


Con el fin de mantener una configuracion efectiva y retener la abertura
requerida el embudo debe ser construido de malla de polietileno estirada y
fijada a calor Este tipo de malla retiene propiedades elasticas que permite el
paso de objetos mayores para en seguida volver a su configuracion original
De no estar disponible el material fijado a calor se puede utilizar pano de
malla alterna nylon o polietileno el cual ya se ha estirado Dimensiones y
requisitos para embudos aceleradores se describen en las Figuras 13 y 14


RESUMEN DE REGLAMENTO TED EMBUDO ACELERADOR


1 La parte de mayor a menor del embudo acelerador
debe abrir a un diametro minimo de 71 pulgadas
180 cm estirado y en posicion de linea recta


2 No se debe abrir mas de Ia parte de Ia pieza de
mayor a menor del embudo a Ia parrilla La parte
donde se fija debe quedar al lado opuesto a Ia salida
de escape


3 Un tamano minimo de Ia malla del embudo


acelerador es 1 pulgadas malla estirada


4 El margen posterior del embudo no debe extenderse
mas alla de las barras deflectoras del TED
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Las partes de mayor a menor
del embudo deben estirar a un


minimo de 71 pulgadas 180 cm


i ir


71 pulgadas


80 cm


Figura 13 EMBUDO ACELERADOR MEDIDA MINIMA DEL
DIAMETRO


No mas de una 13 parte del
embudo se puede fijar a la parrilla


AK


Donde se fija a la parrilla
debe estar en la parte opuesta 7
de la salida de escape


Figura 14 EMBUDO ACELERADOR FIJADO A LA PARRILLA
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COBERTURA ALARGADA


Otro componente importante del TED es la cobertura de la salida de escape
La cobertura debe quedar pegada junto a la parrilla durante el arrastre para
asi evitar escape de camaron pero tambien debe permitir la fuga de tortugas
mayores y broza o ripios


Broza o ripio puede acumularse en la base del marco del TED durante el
arrastre Si no se remueve del TED esta broza desplaza el flujo de agua y
camaron a traves de la salida de escape Para ser eficiente un TED debe
excluir broza con rapidez


Investigadores de artes de pesca de NMFS han perfeccionado una tapa para
la salida de escape que ha mejorado la capacidad del TED para excluir broza
o ripio y retener camaron Esta cobertura alargada se puede adaptar a
cualquier TED de parrilla Figura 15


Parte posterior
de 1a parrilla


ICChBERTURA 24


Figura 15 COBERTURA ALARGADA


La cobertura alargada se construye de red de malla polietileno estirada y
fijada a calor La caracteristica importante de este material es que es elastica
se estira para permitir el paso de objetos y luego vuelve a su forma original
La cobertura se extiende frente al marco del TED cubriendo la salida de
escape El tamaflo mayor de la salida de escape es importante ya que
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permite la exclusion de objetos grandes Otra ventaja de la cobertura
alargada es que se extiende mas alla del marco del TED cubriendo
eficientemente la salida de escape durante el arrastre


Algunos capitanes prefieren una cobertura corta en TEDs con salida de
escape hacia abajo Segun estos pescadores la cobertura corta permite una
descarga mas rapida de broza y basura asi reduciendo la posibilidad de
tupirse el TED En adicion los pescadores dicen que el acortar la cobertura
dejando una cobertura de 4 pulgadas en la base del TED resulta en una
reduccion de fauna de acompafiamiento


RESUMEN DE REGLAMENTO TED COBERTURA ALARGADA


Se permite utilizar una cobertura para cubrir Ia
salida de escape siempre y cuando no se utilice un
aditamento para evitar su abertura o que obstruya Ia
salida y si


1 Esta construida con tejido de malla estirada no
menor de 158 pulgadas 41 cm


2 Esta fijada a lo largo completo del margen delantero
de Ia salida de escape


3 No esta fijada a los lados por mas de 6 pulgadas
152 cm de Ia parte posterior de Ia parilla


NOTA Los lados de Ia cobertura doble tapa se pueden fijara lo
largo de Ia Iongitud entera


4 No se extiende mas de 24 pulgadas 610 cm mas
alla de Ia parte posterior del margen de Ia parrilla
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COBERTURA PARA EVITAR DEGASTE


Otra modificacion permisible para evitar el desgaste de redes con TEDs de
parrilla rigida es el use de patio de red fijo al foredo del TED Figura 16 La
mayoria de problemas de desgaste se resuelven afiadiendo mas flotadores al
marco del TED Bajo ciertas condiciones operacionales es necesario utilizar
patios adicionales para evitar desgaste de la red En estos casos es importante
asegurar que el escape de tortugas no se impida por la adicion del paflo
protector El reglamento para TEDs especifica el material permisible para
usarse y tecnicas para su instalacion Una pieza de patio de nylon se puede
fijar por fuera de la cobertura de la salida de escape con las siguientes
condiciones


COBERTURA PARA


EVITAR DESGASTE


14
7


7c7
Solamente se puede
adherir al margen del


frente


No debe sobrepasar los
Debe ser de un solo pano de lados o margen trasero
nylon no menor de hilo 36 de la cobertura


Figura 16 MODIFICACIONES PERMITIDAS COBERTURA PARA


EVITAR DESGASTE
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RESUMEN DE REGLAMENTO TED


PANG PARA EVITAR DEGASTE


1 Debe construirse de nylon con hilo no menor de No
36 246 mm en diametro


2 Debe fijarse solamente por el margen delantero


3 No debe extenderse mas alla del margen o de los
lados de la cobertura de escape existente


4 No puede interferir o restringir la salida de escape
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RODILLOS


El use de rodillos adaptado por camaroneros en el Atlantico ha sido
certificado como una modificacion para reducir el desgaste en redes con
TEDs rigidos Si se usa una cobertura en combinacion con rodillos la
cobertura no puede hacer contacto con los rodillos o ensamblaje del TED
cuando la red este en su posicion normal horizontal Figura 17


1


Figura 17 REQUISITO DE COBERTURA CORTA CON
RODILLOS DE PVC


Cuando se utilicen rodillos se deben incluir estos en las medidas de


circunferencia y peso total del TED para asi determiner los requisitos de
flotacion yea la seccion de flotacion Se han certificado dos disenos de
rodillos un flotador sencillo de plastico solido montado sobre un eje Figura
18 y un rodillo sencillo o tubo de plastico solido Figura 19 Equipo de
rodillo debe acogerse a las siguientes especificaciones
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Figura 16 ESPECIFICACIONES PARA RODILLO SENCILLO EN EJE


DE VARILLA A Largo maximo 12 pulgadas 305 cm B Diametro de
rodillo maximo 6 pulgadas 152 cm C Apertura maxima 1 pulgada
25 cm D Eje de varilla no mayor de 12 pulgada 13 cm


1 ril
f


C


Figura 17 ESPECIFICACIONES PARA RODILLO SENCILLO ATADO AL
MARCO DEL TED A Diametro de rodillo maximo 35 pulgadas 89 cm
minimo 2 pulgadas 5 cm B Largo maximo 12 pulgadas 305 cm
C El rodillo debe quedar enteramente en la parte trasera de la parilla


32







RESUMEN DE REGLAMENTO TED RODILLOS


RODILLO SENCILLO DE PLASTICO SOLIDO


1 Debe estar instalado en un eje con Ia condicion que el rodillo
gire libremente


2 Dimension del rodillo 6 pulgadas 1524 cm diametro
maximo


3 Dimension del eje 12 pulgadas 304 cm largo maximo no
mayor de 12 pulgada 128 cm de diametro


4 El rodillo debe ser fijado al TED con dos varillas de soporte
construidas de acero o aluminio no mayor de 12 pulgada
128 cm de diametro


5 Maxima luz entre el rodillo y el TED no debe exceder 1
pulgada 25 cm


6 Eje y varillas de soporte deben quedar enteramente detras
del piano de Ia parrilla del TED


RODILLO SENCILLO DE TUBO PLASTICO SOLIDO


1 Dimensiones del rodillo


Diametro maximo exterior 35 pulgadas 80 cm
Diametro minimo exterior 2 pulgadas 51 cm
Ancho maximo 12 pulgadas 304cm


2 Debe atarse fijamente a Ia parte trasera de Ia parrilla TED con
soga o hilo grueso pasando por el centro del rodillo


3 El rodillo debe quedar enteramente detras del marco de Ia
parrilla del TED
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LINEA DE RECOBRO


Una de las razones principales causantes de perdida de camaron en redes con
TEDs es utilizar una linea de recobro demasiado corta Figura 18 La
adicion del TED a la red de arrastre requiere que se extienda la linea de
recobro unos 12 pies 4 metros Una linea o cabo demasiado corta causa la
deformacion de la red durante el arrastre Esta deformacion causa el flujo
irregular de agua a traves del TED lo cual aumenta la posibilidad de perdida
de camaron


Las lineas de recobro con cabos de trinquete en el bolso a veces se enredan
restringiendo el paso de camaron al bolso y posiblemente resultando en
perdida de camaron a traves del TED El use de una oreja de elefante en
vez de cabo de trinquete para conectar la linea de recobro puede reducir la
posibilidad de perdida de captura


ice 4


G


1


Correcto


Figura 18 LINEA DE RECOBRO CORTA Y DISTORCION DE
LA RED
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Cuando se utilizan equipos de cuatro redes dos a cada lado las lineas de
recobro llevan bridas que permiten el recobro de los dos bolsos de un lado
con una sola linea Un metodo para asegurar que la brida sea suficientemente
larga es la instalacion de una argolla en la brida de la red interior Figura
19 La argolla permite el ajuste propio de la brida al largo requerido


Figure 19 ARREGLO DE ARGOLLA PARA EQUIPO DE CUATRO
REDES A Red interior B Argolla
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IDEAS SOBRE LANCE Y RECOBRO


La tarea con TED en alta mar puede ser simple y un proceso sin problemas
si se sigue un procedimiento correcto


Antes del lance se deben inspeccionar las redes para asi asegurar que las
mallas anteriores al TED no esten torcidas En la mayoria de los casos si hay
torcedura se ve Las torceduras se pueden corregir manteniendo al TED al
costado del barco antes del lance


Tan pronto el TED este destorcido se echa el bolso y a media marcha se
deja que la linea de recobro se desenvuelva por si sola de la cubierta Justo
antes de botar las puertas para iniciar el lance se debe verificar que no exista
torcedura frente al TED


Acelerando la marcha a 56 nudos el TED se mantendra en la superficie Se
podra ver la extension de malla al frente del TED y asi verificar si hay
torcedura o no Si existe torcedura el bolso y el TED se deben recobrar para
solucionar el problema Si todo esta en orden realice el lance como de
costumbre


Durante el arrastre se puede hacer poco para verificar la operacion del TED
Algunos capitanes periodicamente reducen la velocidad a un nudo por 10
segundos con la creencia que esto desaloja cualquier broza que este
acumulada en las barras deflectoras y se excluye por la salida de escape


Al comenzar el recobro es importante mantener proa hacia el viento Esto es
especialmente importante durante mar bravo y evitara que la pesca en el
bolso se desplace hacia el frente y escape cuando el TED este en la
superficie


La embarcacion debe mantener velocidad y direccion cuando las puertas se
hayan izado Las redes y TED se deben arrastrar en la superficie por lo
menos un minuto para asi asegurar que la captura se acumule en el bolso
Bajo ciertas condiciones y disenos de red algunos capitanes recomiendan
reducir el lavado pues puede causar perdida de capturas por la salida de
escape La duracion del lavado y su intensidad dependen de las condiciones
locales y tipo de aparejo de pesca
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MANTENIMIENTO Y REVISION


Si se sospecha perdida de camaron en una red con TED revise y corrija los
siguientes componentes


1 Asegure que la parilla no este tupida con broza y si lo esta limpiela
Remueva todo pescado engallado en las mallas alrededor del TED
especialmente de la cobertura y embudo


2 Revise con frecuencia la cobertura de la salida de escape si esta
desgastada y no cierra bien repongala


3 Considere usar un embudo acelerador para asi evitar el escape de
camaron Repongalo cuando pierda configuracion


4 Revise el fondo del TED a ver si existe desgaste Si lo hay verifique si
tiene suficientes flotadores Los flotadores no deben mostrar desgaste
o compresion Considere utilizar flotadores plasticos solidos los
cuales no se comprimen Recuerde que la flotacion es especialmente
importante cuando la salida de escape esta en el fondo para asi
asegurar la exclusion de broza durante el arrastre


5 Asegure que la linea de recobro sea lo suficientemente larga


6 De rutina verifique el angulo de la parrilla especialmente despues de
lances de envergadura o fango Si el angulo del TED es mas de 55 o


menos de 30 se debe reinstalar


7 Engalle excesivo al frente del TED puede ser indicio de torcedura del
TED


8 Finalmente si continua la perdida de camaron considere cambiar a un
tipo diferente de TED que funcione mejor bajo las condiciones
existentes
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OTROS REOUISITOS


Existen requisitos legales adicionales sobre la instalacion y use de parilla
rigida en los disefios TED incluyendo


1 Posicion de flotadores y metodo de amarre


2 Posicion del corte de la salida de escape


3 Metodo para fijar la parilla


4 Direccion de las barras de la parilla


Para informacion especifica sobre requisitos legales del TED es la
responsabilidad individual del camaronero de referirse a los reglamentos
federales del TED en 50 CFR COdigo de Reglamentos Federales partida 2
17222227 y al Registro Federal para esta informacion


Se provee este libreto como un guia para
resolver problemas asociados con la operacion
de TEDs Favor de referirse a los reglamentos


federales sobre TEDs publicados en el
Registro Federal para infamacion especifica en


relacion a requisitos de conservacion de
tortugas aplicables a la pesca de arrastre para


camarones
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RESUMEN


Prestando atencion a los materiales instalacion y operacion un TED de
parilla puede utilizarse con poca dificultad para el pescador Muchos
pescadores de losEEUUreconocen que el TED hace mas efectiva su
tarea reduciendo los requisitos de escoger y limpiar la captura y mejorando
la calidad del camaron Como en cualquier tecnica nueva de pesca o equipo
la experiencia de pescador provee adelantos en disefio y operacion del TED
permitiendole al pescador que continue pescando eficientemente y a la vez
protegiendo el medio ambiente


La NMFS se place en responder a cualquier pregunta sobre el tema
inclusive reglamentos sobre el TED Favor de comunicarse con las
siguientes oficinas


United States Department of Commerce
NOAA Fisheries


Protected Species Management Branch
263 13 Avenue South


St Petersburg Florida 33701
PH727 8245301


United States Department of Commerce
NOAA Fisheries


Harvesting Systems Branch
PO Drawer 1207


Pascagoula Mississippi 395681207
PH2287624591
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ON 11NOAA Fisheries


TED Technology Transfer Program sr
P Drawer 12 Pascagoula M AO we 07 MS 39568 US


s wwwmslabsnoaagovtedshtml Phone 2285491773


Gu para inspeccionar Abertura de Cobertuna Doble DET
Paso 1 Paso 2


Paso 1 Paso 2


Mida la distancia


desde el marco del Mida la distancia desde10DET hacia adelante y el borde posterior del


a lo largo del lade del
Piezadesolapa marco del DET al borde


corte del agujero de La solapa puede ser trasero de la solapa Esta


escape al borde conectada a to largo medida no debe exceder


de la longitud total 24pulgadas cuando endelantero del corte del


agujero de escape position colgante
0 A a B


CaD


1
MSsgrande que o igu a


a 20 pulcuo No estirada
estirada Esta medida debe ser


ma or de o igual a 20
Lalengimaaelasolapa


Y 9 no debe exceder24pulgadas0 pulgadas cuando masalla del borde pesierler


estirada de la parrilla


0


Paso 3 Paso 4


re
Paso 3 Paso 4


Mida la distancia a lo largo Mida el borde delantero
del borde delantero de las


porciones que se sobre del corte del agujero de
doblan de la seccion de la escape G to H
solapa


a56pulndequeoigual Esta media debe ser
Lo que se sobre dobla a 56pulgadas cuando estiradaf T desde E a F no debe mayor de o igual a 56


exceder 15 pulgadas 0 I pulgadas cuando
cuando estirada estirada


Atencion Tomar esta


i
medida con la solapa
adjunta


EMBUDO ACELERADOR


Este documento proporciona instrucciones para medir la cobertuna
doble y la abertura de escape de 71 pulgada para una parrilla unica
rigida DET A menos que se indique lo contrario todas las medidas
se dan en pulgadas y se aplican a la malla estirada Los requisitos
reglamentarios actuales estan basados en pulgadas no en tamano
de malla Estas instrucciones resumen los requisitos
50CFR223207 a 7 ii C 223207 d 2 ii and 223207


f


d 3 iii Es la responsabilidad de los propietarios y operadores


Si un embudo acelerador opcional se usa de embarcaciones utilizando estas instrucciones de asegurarse que


el embudo debe tener una medida minima
el DET cumple con todos los requisites reglamentarios


estrecha en linea recta de 71 pulgada NOAA Fisheries


TED Technology Transfer Program
PO Box 1207 Pascagoula Mississippi 395681207
Phone 228 5491773
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From Michael Barnette


To Jack Forrester


Cc Alexis Gutierrez John Mitchell


Subject Re Mexican TED Training
Date Wednesday June 02 2010 105837 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Jack


I had a long talk with Thor about what his intentions were and how
sensitive the situation is I also stressed that he should recommend


industry look to CONAPESCA and PROFEPA to obtain information and
regulatory requirements since MX has laws on the books To the point
that industry should request dockside courtesy boardings from MX
inspectors before the start of the season if they have questions on the
legality of their installed TEDs He agreed on all these points
However he still wanted to have whatever materials he could get his
hands on should he be unable to obtain the information internally If
he cant get them internally that is important for us to know
Regardless if you could overnight a couple DVDs it would be appreciated
I asked if he would call us upon his return to inform us of how the trip
went observations etc and he was cool with that


Also on the MX issue what do you think about recommending two separate
inspection visits to DOS Atlantic and Pacific coasts due to the split
seasons Due to pressure from MX DOS may opt for only one But given
past problems on both coasts I think it prudent to go on record and say
we need to see each fishery operating prior to giving our recommendation
on program comparability Obviously this will protract the
recertification process should their program be up to speed Thoughts


Mike


Jack Forrester wrote


Mike Conapesca as well as Profepa have all of that info as well as
someone doing training for fishermen we have already told this guy that
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Thor


I have attached several handouts Our Pascagoula Lab developed
several videos as well some narrated in Spanish I have cced Jack
Forrester and John Mitchell who can help obtain copies of those videos
Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Mike can you help with is I am in the Gulf and dont have access
Thanks A


Thor Lassen wrote


Thank you Alexis I got a note from David Hogan that he would be
out until the 16th How can I get a copy of the outreach video and
phamphets Do you have them at NOM Silver Spring It would be
very useful to me and I would happy to stop by before I go Thor







Original Message
From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierreznoaagov
To Thor Lassen tjlassen@yahoocom
Cc Hogan James J OES HoganJJ @stategov Hogan David F
OES HoganDF@stategov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Sent Tue June 1 2010 115750 PM
Subject Re Mexican TED Training


Hi Thor
James had rotated out of this position at State Department Our


primary information would be the specifics in our regulations
which can be found at


httn wwwnmfsnoaa aovnrndfsfrfr6931035ndf We also have


outreach videos and pamphlets Mexico has been provided this and
many pieces of information on several occasions I am not available
this week for a call but Mike Barnette or Dave Hogan might be able
to chat with you Cheers Alexis


Thor Lassen wrote


James


I am traveling to Mazatlan on Sunday and meeting with CONAPESCA as
well as shrimp industry representatives to help answer questions
that are still present on TEDs I wonder if it is possible for us
to have a conversation this week before I leave I would like to


have access to any documentation that a US shrimper would have
regarding TEDs as a tool in discussions with Mexican industry
Please let me know if you have time this week or if other parties
might be available


Thanks


Thor Lassen


Ocean Trust


703 434 1444


Original Message
From Hogan James J OES HoganJJ@stategov
To Thor Lassen tjlassenyahoocom
Cc Hogan David F OES HoganDFstategovAlexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierreznoaagov
Sent Fri April 9 2010 13658 PM
Subject RE Mexican TED Training


Thor


Building a bit on what Alexis said the issue is primarily one of
compliance and as such the Department of State regards it as the
purview of the competent Mexican regulatory and
monitoringenforcement agencies starting with PROFEPA and
CONAPESCA The United States Government remains committed to


supporting the Government of Mexico as it moves toward
recertification and will also show the Government of Mexico all


appropriate deference as it takes the steps it deems necessary to







move this matter forward I am enclosing the Federal Register
Notice and the Media Note the Department of State recently
released At the beginning of March in Mazatlan United States
and Mexican government agencies jointly conducted training for
government and industry stakeholders I think it would be best to
query your PROFEPA or CONAPESCA contacts about third party
distribution of material that was exchanged or generated in this
governmenttogovernment setting
I can speak to a non profits role under United States law The


Department of States 1999 Guidelines provide that non governmental
organizations with recognized expertise in the subject matter may
supply information for the Department and its interagency partners
to consider when making certification recommendations And at the
risk of repeating what you may have already heard from David and
others we in OMC remain interested in your take on this matter
particularly because you often have eyeson for longer periods of
time than our budgetary and programmatic constraints allow us
However Ocean Trusts role in Mexico is a question for your
PROFEPA and CONAPESCA contacts Regards


James


James J Hogan III
United States Department of State
Office of Marine Conservation


Bureau of Oceans Environment and Science
Room 2758 Marshall Wing HST
Washington DC 20520 7818
Hoganjj@stategov
202 647 2252
http wwwstateaovgoes


Original Message
From Thor Lassen mailtotilassenPyahoocom1 Sent Thursday
April 08 2010 902 AM
To Hogan James J OES
Cc Hogan David F OES
Subject Fw Mexican TED Training


Jim I spoke to David some time ago about the Mexican
cerification and this morning Alexis suggested I follow up with
you regarind further questions We are a nonprofit that has
worked with the Mexican industry on sustainability issues and sea
turtle restoration projects in the Gulf


I understand from Alexis that trainings are completed Can you
tell me where and when they were held and who
participatedMexican government or industry I work with
several Mexican and US shrimp companies and would like to follow
up independent of the government efforts to help our Mexican
partners succeed in regaining certification


Are any materials available that were used at the workshops that I
can distribute via our private sector contacts to help the Mexican
shrimp industry Do you have any recommendations for us as a
nonprofit to guide our efforts


One of my directors who recently attended the Belize turtle
meeting was under the impression that training meetings were still







ongoing Are there more meetings and if so where and when so we
can promote attendance


Thanks for your help


Thor Lassen


Ocean Trust


703 450 9852


Forwarded Message
From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
To Thor Lassen tjlassen@yahoocom
Cc mcteesa@stategov hogandf@stategov hogandf@stategov
Hogan James J OES HoganJJ@stategov
Sent Thu April 8 201084125 AM
Subject Re Mexican TED Training


Dear Thor
Thank you for your note Sarah is currently on leave The


trainings with the Mexican officials and industry occurred at the
beginning of March and at present no further trainings are
planned At present its up to the Mexican government to address
the issues with their program For further concerns or questions
please contact James Hogan HoganJJ@stategov Thanks Alexis


Thor Lassen wrote


Sarah


Les Hodgson one of the directors of Ocean Trust who met you at
the Belize turtle meeting told me there was a schedule of
training meetings regarding TED requirements for Mexican
officials and industry Is it possible to get a copy of the
schedule that I may also forward to our industry partners in
Mexico to encourage attendance As a nonprofit that has worked
with industry on sea turtle restoration I would like to do
whatever we can to help Mexicans regain certification
Appreciate any materials that might be available or
recommendations on how we might help


Thanks


Thor Lassen


Ocean Trust


703450 9852
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Jack Forrester David Bernhart John Mitchell Robert Hoffman


Subject Re proposed 2010 2011 TED inspection schedule
Date Wednesday June 02 201025034 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


That information is definitely welcome but we would need information
specific to TED requirements in the country and adequateeffective
enforcement of those requirements to make any sort of conclusion on
their comparability to the US as required in Section 609 Not sure
where we could get that information and I am not particularly keen on
visiting Pakistan to verify myself
DOS can always overrule us but specific to past discussion as to who
makes the comparability assessment we should at least push the issue
and be consistent within our own agency to avoid a perceived bias in
country evaluations
I think we should also tighten up on other countries like Madagascar or
at least discuss how we will better or differently evaluate


industryled countries


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike
Thanks for putting this together I do think we have to be


concerned about South Asia in general and Pakistan specifically We
will need to talk this through with Dave but it would be good to have
some alternate options to a traditional inspection Could we request
specific pieces of information from Pakistan number of vessels in


the fleet fishing season average landings etc and then find a third
party to verify the information to the extent possible Just some
thoughts Welcome more Cheers A


Jack Forrester wrote


Mike that looks like a good mix as for Malaysia I dont see the need
until they are ready to talk about certification and according to
James he thinks that maybe 10 years away at the pace they are moving
if we want to keep something for new countries maybe Africa would be
a good one
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Jack


Let me know what you think about this I think it hits all the


current countries with the exception of Australia should we want to
do some more work in Malaysia maybe we can put a dual trip on the
books in February Or we could do a fact finding trip to a
cold water country in February Have we had any requests from
foreign countries for TED assistance like workshops training or
other capacity building


Obviously one big issue will be Mexico Historically we have gone
in November because that allows us to see both coasts active Doing
an inspection earlier introduces the potential problem that we wont
get to see actual fishery conditions in areas I guess we can
discuss this with Hogan but suspect there will be significant
push back on this item







September Nigeria and Madagascar potential capacity
building in another African country


October El Salvador and Guatemala


November Mexico


December Nicaragua and Panama


January Suriname and French Guiana


February


March Colombia and Ecuador


April Belize and Honduras


Venezuela and Brazil fall out of the cycle
I guess Costa Rica has not made any indication they want to get back
into the program
I think we should also discuss if we NOAA want to say anything
about Pakistan to DOS I know there wereare serious political
issues surrounding Pakistanscertification but from a turtle
conservation stand point can we in good conscience be silent on
their continued inclusion without any inspection findings
documentation etc


Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Jack Forrester


Cc Alexis Gutierrez David Bernhart John Mitchell Robert Hoffman


Subject Re proposed 2010 2011 TED inspection schedule
Date Wednesday June 02 201030752 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


We can definitely suggest DOS make that information request but not
sure if it will be fruitful I remember Clay putting in that request
several years ago and the response was less than enthusiastic to say the
least


Jack Forrester wrote


Why cant we ask the State Department to use in country people to at
least photograph Teds on boats
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


That information is definitely welcome but we would need information
specific to TED requirements in the country and adequateeffective
enforcement of those requirements to make any sort of conclusion on
their comparability to the US as required in Section 609 Not
sure where we could get that information and I am not particularly
keen on visiting Pakistan to verify myself
DOS can always overrule us but specific to past discussion as to who
makes the comparability assessment we should at least push the issue
and be consistent within our own agency to avoid a perceived bias in
country evaluations I think we should also tighten up on other
countries like Madagascar or at least discuss how we will better or
differently evaluate industryled countries


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike
Thanks for putting this together I do think we have to be


concerned about South Asia in general and Pakistan specifically We
will need to talk this through with Dave but it would be good to
have some alternate options to a traditional inspection Could we
request specific pieces of information from Pakistan number of


vessels in the fleet fishing season average landings etc and then
find a third party to verify the information to the extent possible
Just some thoughts Welcome more Cheers A


Jack Forrester wrote


Mike that looks like a good mix as for Malaysia I dont see the
need until they are ready to talk about certification and according
to James he thinks that maybe 10 years away at the pace they are
moving if we want to keep something for new countries maybe Africa
would be a good one
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Jack


Let me know what you think about this I think it hits all the


current countries with the exception of Australia should we want
to do some more work in Malaysia maybe we can put a dual trip on
the books in February Or we could do a fact finding trip to a







cold water country in February Have we had any requests from
foreign countries for TED assistance like workshops training or
other capacity building


Obviously one big issue will be Mexico Historically we have
gone in November because that allows us to see both coasts
active Doing an inspection earlier introduces the potential
problem that we wont get to see actual fishery conditions in
areas I guess we can discuss this with Hogan but suspect there
will be significant push back on this item


September Nigeria and Madagascar potential capacity
building in another African country


October El Salvador and Guatemala


November Mexico


December Nicaragua and Panama


January Suriname and French Guiana


February


March Colombia and Ecuador


April Belize and Honduras


Venezuela and Brazil fall out of the cycle
I guess Costa Rica has not made any indication they want to get
back into the program
I think we should also discuss if we NOAA want to say anything
about Pakistan to DOS I know there wereare serious political
issues surrounding Pakistanscertification but from a turtle
conservation stand point can we in good conscience be silent on
their continued inclusion without any inspection findings
documentation etc


Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Jack Forrester


Cc Alexis Gutierrez David Bernhart John Mitchell Robert Hoffman


Subject Re proposed 2010 2011 TED inspection schedule
Date Wednesday June 02 201032720 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


agreed


Jack Forrester wrote


I would say that if they cant at least send info and pictures we
should consider taking action and see what happens


Michael Barnette wrote


We can definitely suggest DOS make that information request but not
sure if it will be fruitful I remember Clay putting in that request
several years ago and the response was less than enthusiastic to say
the least


Jack Forrester wrote


Why cant we ask the State Department to use in country people to at
least photograph Teds on boats
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


That information is definitely welcome but we would need
information specific to TED requirements in the country and
adequateeffective enforcement of those requirements to make any
sort of conclusion on their comparability to the US as required
in Section 609 Not sure where we could get that information and
I am not particularly keen on visiting Pakistan to verify myself
DOS can always overrule us but specific to past discussion as to
who makes the comparability assessment we should at least push the
issue and be consistent within our own agency to avoid a perceived
bias in country evaluations I think we should also tighten up on
other countries like Madagascar or at least discuss how we will
better or differently evaluate industryled countries


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike
Thanks for putting this together I do think we have to be


concerned about South Asia in general and Pakistan specifically
We will need to talk this through with Dave but it would be good
to have some alternate options to a traditional inspection Could
we request specific pieces of information from Pakistan number


of vessels in the fleet fishing season average landings etc and
then find a third party to verify the information to the extent
possible Just some thoughts Welcome more Cheers A


Jack Forrester wrote


Mike that looks like a good mix as for Malaysia I dont see the
need until they are ready to talk about certification and
according to James he thinks that maybe 10 years away at the pace
they are moving if we want to keep something for new countries
maybe Africa would be a good one
Jack







Michael Barnette wrote
Jack


Let me know what you think about this I think it hits all the


current countries with the exception of Australia should we
want to do some more work in Malaysia maybe we can put a dual
trip on the books in February Or we could do a fact finding
trip to a cold water country in February Have we had any
requests from foreign countries for TED assistance like
workshops training or other capacity building


Obviously one big issue will be Mexico Historically we have
gone in November because that allows us to see both coasts
active Doing an inspection earlier introduces the potential
problem that we wont get to see actual fishery conditions in
areas I guess we can discuss this with Hogan but suspect
there will be significant push back on this item


September Nigeria and Madagascar potential capacity
building in another African country


October El Salvador and Guatemala


November Mexico


December Nicaragua and Panama


January Suriname and French Guiana


February


March Colombia and Ecuador


April Belize and Honduras


Venezuela and Brazil fall out of the cycle
I guess Costa Rica has not made any indication they want to get
back into the program
I think we should also discuss if we NOAA want to say anything
about Pakistan to DOS I know there wereare serious political
issues surrounding Pakistanscertification but from a turtle
conservation stand point can we in good conscience be silent on
their continued inclusion without any inspection findings
documentation etc


Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Jack Forrester


Subject Re proposed 2010 2011 TED inspection schedule
Date Wednesday June 02 201042611 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Yup its the same as ours


be installed and kept at an angle of between 30 and 55
in the net so that it is inclined towards the escape hole


Jack Forrester wrote


Mike on another note do you have a copy of Queensland regs the TED
that we received is at 38 degrees but has two single cover flaps on
it If we test this and there regs allow up to 55 degrees we would
have to test it at that
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


agreed


Jack Forrester wrote


I would say that if they cant at least send info and pictures we
should consider taking action and see what happens


Michael Barnette wrote


We can definitely suggest DOS make that information request but
not sure if it will be fruitful I remember Clay putting in that
request several years ago and the response was less than
enthusiastic to say the least


Jack Forrester wrote


Why cant we ask the State Department to use in country people to
at least photograph Teds on boats
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


That information is definitely welcome but we would need
information specific to TED requirements in the country and
adequateeffective enforcement of those requirements to make any
sort of conclusion on their comparability to the US as
required in Section 609 Not sure where we could get that
information and I am not particularly keen on visiting Pakistan
to verify myself
DOS can always overrule us but specific to past discussion as to
who makes the comparability assessment we should at least push
the issue and be consistent within our own agency to avoid a
perceived bias in country evaluations I think we should also
tighten up on other countries like Madagascar or at least
discuss how we will better or differently evaluate


industryled countries


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike
Thanks for putting this together I do think we have to be







concerned about South Asia in general and Pakistan specifically
We will need to talk this through with Dave but it would be
good to have some alternate options to a traditional inspection
Could we request specific pieces of information from Pakistan
number of vessels in the fleet fishing season average
landings etc and then find a third party to verify the
information to the extent possible Just some thoughts Welcome
more Cheers A


Jack Forrester wrote


Mike that looks like a good mix as for Malaysia I dont see the
need until they are ready to talk about certification and
according to James he thinks that maybe 10 years away at the
pace they are moving if we want to keep something for new
countries maybe Africa would be a good one
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Jack


Let me know what you think about this I think it hits all


the current countries with the exception of Australia should
we want to do some more work in Malaysia maybe we can put a
dual trip on the books in February Or we could do a
fact finding trip to a cold water country in February Have
we had any requests from foreign countries for TED assistance
like workshops training or other capacity building


Obviously one big issue will be Mexico Historically we
have gone in November because that allows us to see both
coasts active Doing an inspection earlier introduces the
potential problem that we wont get to see actual fishery
conditions in areas I guess we can discuss this with Hogan
but suspect there will be significant push back on this item


September Nigeria and Madagascar potential capacity
building in another African country


October El Salvador and Guatemala


November Mexico


December Nicaragua and Panama


January Suriname and French Guiana


February


March Colombia and Ecuador


April Belize and Honduras


Venezuela and Brazil fall out of the cycle
I guess Costa Rica has not made any indication they want to
get back into the program
I think we should also discuss if we NOAA want to say
anything about Pakistan to DOS I know there wereare serious
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From DuaneSmith


To Michael Barnette


Cc David Bernhart Rov Crabtree Tracy Dunn Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Texas shrimp opening and TED enforcement
Date Thursday June 03 201045032 PM


Mike


I regret that I will be unable to make a meeting at that time And Im
on leave next week I think Tracy is unavailable tomorrow as well but
Ill let him give the definitive answer on that


Please feel free to call me on my cell to discuss whatever issue may be
brewing


Thanks


Duane


Michael Barnette wrote


The following meeting has been added to your Agenda


Proposed by Michael Barnette
Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title Texas shrimp opening and TED enforcement
Friday June 04 2010
Time 200 pm to 300 pm EST5EDT
Location Roys office


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613







From Michael Barnette


To DuaneSmith


Cc David Bernhart Tracy Dunn


Subject Re Texas shrimp opening and TED enforcement
Date Friday June 04 201093252 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


OK we had to reschedule for 11AM Because Roy is on travel the next
two weeks we felt like we needed to move on this We can catch up with
you both if you cant make it We are discussing some TED issues as
well as a control we got from Carole Allen about the TX opening in
which she suggests we should shut the season down early if we get
elevated strandings


DuaneSmith wrote


Mike


I regret that I will be unable to make a meeting at that time And
Im on leave next week I think Tracy is unavailable tomorrow as
well but Ill let him give the definitive answer on that


Please feel free to call me on my cell to discuss whatever issue may
be brewing


Thanks


Duane


Michael Barnette wrote


The following meeting has been added to your Agenda


Proposed by Michael Barnette
Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title Texas shrimp opening and TED enforcement
Friday June 04 2010
Time 200 pm to 300 pm EST5EDT
Location Roys office


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite
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From Michael Barnette


To DuaneSmith


Cc David Bernhart Tracy Dunn


Subject Re Texas shrimp opening and TED enforcement
Date Friday June 04 2010 100109 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Will do have a good weekend


DuaneSmith wrote


Mike


OK Thanks for keeping me in the loop and sorry I was unavailable
today at 11 as well Ill catch up with you on the week of the
14th Ill also be checking my emails periodically while Im on
leave and will have my phone if you have an urgent matter arise


Duane


Michael Barnette wrote


OK we had to reschedule for 11AM Because Roy is on travel the
next two weeks we felt like we needed to move on this We can catch
up with you both if you cant make it We are discussing some TED
issues as well as a control we got from Carole Allen about the TX
opening in which she suggests we should shut the season down early
if we get elevated strandings


DuaneSmith wrote


Mike


I regret that I will be unable to make a meeting at that time And
Im on leave next week I think Tracy is unavailable tomorrow as
well but Ill let him give the definitive answer on that


Please feel free to call me on my cell to discuss whatever issue may
be brewing


Thanks


Duane


Michael Barnette wrote


The following meeting has been added to your Agenda


Proposed by Michael Barnette
Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title Texas shrimp opening and TED enforcement
Friday June 04 2010
Time 200 pm to 300 pm EST5EDT
Location Roys office


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite
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From Michael Barnette


To Wendy Teas


Cc Tracy Dunn Greaa R Houahaboom Robert D Stevens John Mitchell David Bernhart Shervan Eooerly Mark
Kinsey Barbara Schroeder Michael Ziccardi


Subject Re Pulse in Turtle Strandings
Date Monday June 07 2010 105837 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Wendy
Thanks for the information I have cced other LEOs and our Gear


Monitoring Team point person on this email
Just to address an obvious question that may be asked were there any
obvious signs of oiling on these stranded turtles
Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Pulse in Turtle Strandings
Date Mon 07 Jun 2010 103616 0400
From Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Mark Kinsey
MarkKinsey@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
SheryanEpperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov BarbaraSchroeder
BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Michael Ziccardi mhziccardi @ucdavisedu


Yesterday we had 12 turtles wash ashore in MS with most of them found


in the Biloxi area This is a significant increase in strandings over
recent days It is my understanding that MS sound was opened to
shrimping activity again on 531 The strandings yesterday were all
quite decomposed but were salvaged frozen for future evaluation Can
we get any information on shrimping or other fishing effort in MS
sound Are there any enforcement activities in the area and if not
can there be
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From Michael Barnette


To Shervan Eooerly


Cc Mark Kinsey Robert D Stevens David Bernhart Wendy Teas Tracy Dunn John Mitchell Barbara Schroeder
Michael Ziccardi Hal Robbins


Subject Re Pulse in Turtle Strandings
Date Monday June 07 201025529 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Understood But if that is the case unable to detect turtles without
dumping the net perhaps it is cause for revising the way we define
adherence to tow times Because as it reads now if they haul the cod
end they are legal
Mike


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Yes weve been over this many times Heres Jeff Gearharts response


The industry contends that they haul and look at thier bags and let
them back out which was not recorded during lizs study and would
have shortened the average tow time recorded Liz only recorded end
tow time when the bag was dumped But my experience on the boats
this fall was that even if you hauled your bag you couldnt tell if
you had a turtle unless you dumped it So lizs protocol of only
collecting end tow time when bags were dumped was probably the
correct procedure and reflects the proper tow times for the boats she
sampled


On 6710 211 PM Michael Barnette wrote
Sheryan
I am not sure this is entirely accurate I asked Liz about this a
while back as a shrimper who participated was concerned with the way
the findings were represented
In the report I believe they only recorded tow times as those
periods the rig was completely brought back on deck they did not
record times the cod end was raised to visually inspect it which is
compliant with the tow time exemption requirements
Therefore I dont think its accurate to say they exceeded tow time
restrictions unless they recorded these intervals The shrimper I
talked to said they did this approximately every 30 minutes to check
for debris


In any case with the reported congestion repeated exposure in
trawls is a likely scenario which could exacerbate drowning
potential even with compliance with tow times yes
Mike


Michael C Barnette


On Jun 7 2010 at 153 PM Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov
mailtoShervanEnnerlynoaaaovwrote


Under the circumstances an observer could affect the compliance
with tow times Our Galveston Lab placed observers on skimmers once
before and discovered that they do exceed the tow time
restrictions They observed 307 tows on 3 vessels Tow times ranged
from 02 to 43 hr The tows averaged 17 hr which is greater than
the tow time restriction See link below







Scott Denton E Cryer P Gocke J Harrelson M Jones K
Nance J Pulver J Smith R and Williams JA 2006
httn wwwsefscnoaaaovPDFdocsPR Scott Denton etal 2006 MarFishRevndf


Skimmer trawl fishery catch evaluations in coastal Louisiana 2004
and 2005 Marine Fisheries Review 6814 3035


On 6710 145 PM Mark Kinsey wrote


I see two possible ways to monitor their tow time


1 Place a observer on board


2 Conduct convert surveillance of the vessels and document


the violations


The second choice is labor and equipment intensive but can be done


From Sheryan Epperly mailtoShervanEDDerIvnanoaaaov
Sent Monday June 07 2010 115 PM
To Robert D Stevens


Cc David Bernhart Mark Kinsey Wendy Teas Michael
Barnette Tracy Dunn Gregg R Houghaboom John Mitchell
Barbara Schroeder Michael Ziccardi Hal Robbins
Subject Re Pulse in Turtle Strandings


Thanks everyone for the flow of information It has been a concern
that skimmer trawls do not abide by the required tow time
restrictions and therefore are likely to drown turtles they
capture Is that something you can monitor for compliance


On 6710 1258 PM Robert D Stevens wrote


David
The patrol that Mark is talking about on the Mississippi shrimp
opening was conducted aboard the GMT SafeBoat As Mark mentioned
the concentration of trawlers


was very heavy with approx 40 trawlers operating in a two or three
square mile area The number of
vessels operating with skimmer trawls was three to one over trawls
required to pull TEDs We did not
actually count the number of vessels pushing skimmers but it was at
least 3 to 1


ds


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mark


Thanks for the information and thanks for being on top of the
opening with patrols and compliance work


A couple questions
Opening day was Thursday June 3 yes







Did you see any skimmer trawls fishing If so do you have any
estimates of the numbers of skimmer trawlers vs regular bottom
trawling shrimpers As you know skimmers do not have to use TEDs
if they are complying with limited tow times


Thanks
David


Mark Kinsey wrote


Wendy we have been conducting daily patrols for the past two months in
Mississippi and Louisiana The shrimp season for Mississippi opened last
Thursday On the day of the opening we conducted boardings at sea on the
shrimping fleet There were no major violations detected However the
congestion of shrimping vessels were very heavy which is not good for the
turtles That many boats with their nets deployed makes it very difficult
for a turtle to avoid being drowned
On another note Did you compile the stranding locations We could use that
information to help pin point the possible source of the strandings Also
how many turtles have signs of external or internal oil We are a part of a
criminal task force who is evaluating the possibility of criminal
prosecution
MarK Kinsey
Assistant Special Agent in Charge
US DOCNOAH Office of Law Enforcement
US Federal Courthouse


Galveston Texas
77550


409 770 0814


Original Message
From Wendy Teas mailtoWendvTeasanoaaaov
Sent Monday June 07 2010 1102 AM
To Michael Barnette


Cc Tracy Dunn Gregg R Houghaboom Robert D Stevens John Mitchell David
Bernhart Sheryan Epperly Mark Kinsey Barbara Schroeder Michael Ziccardi
Subject Re Pulse in Turtle Strandings


No just very decomposed


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Wendy


Thanks for the information I have cced other LEOs and our Gear


Monitoring Team point person on this email Just to address an


obvious question that may be asked were there any obvious signs of


oiling on these stranded turtles


Cheers







Mike


Original Message


Subject Pulse in Turtle Strandings


Date Mon 07 Jun 2010 103616 0400


From Wendy TeasmailtoWendvTeasnnoaaaovWendyTeas@noaagovnoaaaovWendyTeas@noaagov
mailtoWendvTeasnanoaaaov


To Michael BarnettemailtoMichaelBarnettennoaaaovMichaelBarnette@noaagovnoaa aovMichaelBarnette@noaagov
mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov Mark Kinsey


mailtoMarkKinsevnnoaaaovMarkKinsey@noaagov
mailtoMarkKinsevnanoaaaov David Bernhart
mailtoDavidBernhartnnoaaaovDavidBernhart@noaagovmailtoDavidBernhartnanoaaaov


SheryanEpperly mailto Shervan Ennerlydnoaa aovSheryanEpperly@noaagov
mailtoShervanEnnerlvnanoaaaov BarbaraSchroeder


mailtoBarbaraSchroedernnoaaaovBarbaraSchroeder@noaagovnoaa aovBarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
mailtoBarbaraSchroedernoaaaov Michael Ziccardi


mailtomhziccardinucdavisedumhziccardi@ucdavisedumailtomhziccardinaucdavisedu


Yesterday we had 12 turtles wash ashore in MS with most of them


found in the Biloxi area This is a significant increase in


strandings over recent days It is my understanding that MS sound was


opened to shrimping activity again on 531 The strandings yesterday


were all quite decomposed but were salvaged frozen for future


evaluation Can we get any information on shrimping or other


fishing effort in MS sound Are there any enforcement activities in


the area and if not can there be
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Plan Maximum Law Enforcement in Texas Waters to Save Sea Turtles
Date Wednesday June 09 201092202 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Mike Ray is on vacation until Friday I left him a message asking that
he call me on my cell in PC when he gets a chance I will follow up
with him early next week if I dont hear from him


David Bernhart wrote


Original Message
Subject Fwd Plan Maximum Law Enforcement in Texas Waters to Save
Sea Turtles
Date Tue 08 Jun 2010 172146 0400
From Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Hal


Robbins HalRobbins@noaagov


Subject
Plan Maximum Law Enforcement in Texas Waters to Save Sea Turtles


From


Christine Casner
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 165511 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is required now to prevent what could be a disastrous summer for endangered Kemps
ridleys loggerheads and other sea turtles in Texas and Federal waters I am urging you now to make
the necessary arrangements to ensure increased efforts to enforce proper use of required Turtle
Excluder Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them











Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Christine Casner


Subject
Plan Maximum Law Enforcement in Texas Waters to Save Sea Turtles
From


Antonio Delgado Fenoy
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 165541 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is required now to prevent what could be a disastrous summer for endangered Kemps
ridleys loggerheads and other sea turtles in Texas and Federal waters I am urging you now to make
the necessary arrangements to ensure increased efforts to enforce proper use of required Turtle
Excluder Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Antonio Delgado Fenoy











Subject
Plan Maximum Law Enforcement in Texas Waters to Save Sea Turtles
From


Mike Mountjoy
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 165706 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is required now to prevent what could be a disastrous summer for endangered Kemps
ridleys loggerheads and other sea turtles in Texas and Federal waters I am urging you now to make
the necessary arrangements to ensure increased efforts to enforce proper use of required Turtle
Excluder Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Mike Mountjoy


Subject
Plan Maximum Law Enforcement in Texas Waters to Save Sea Turtles


From


Matt Collins























Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 170044 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is required now to prevent what could be a disastrous summer for endangered Kemps
ridleys loggerheads and other sea turtles in Texas and Federal waters I am urging you now to make
the necessary arrangements to ensure increased efforts to enforce proper use of required Turtle
Excluder Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Matt Collins


Subject
Plan Maximum Law Enforcement in Texas Waters to Save Sea Turtles


From


Anne Pernick
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 170205 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree















The oil spill in the Gulf means enforcement of current protections for sea turtles are more critical than
ever


Your help is required now to prevent what could be a disastrous summer for endangered Kemps
ridleys loggerheads and other sea turtles in Texas and Federal waters I am urging you now to make
the necessary arrangements to ensure increased efforts to enforce proper use of required Turtle
Excluder Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Anne Pernick


Subject
Plan Maximum Law Enforcement in Texas Waters to Save Sea Turtles


From


Anthony Wong
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 170218 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is required now to prevent what could be a disastrous summer for endangered Kemps
ridleys loggerheads and other sea turtles in Texas and Federal waters I am urging you now to make
the necessary arrangements to ensure increased efforts to enforce proper use of required Turtle
Excluder Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas















Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Anthony Wong


Subject
Plan Maximum Law Enforcement in Texas Waters to Save Sea Turtles
From


Stephen Faes
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 170217 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is required now to prevent what could be a disastrous summer for endangered Kemps
ridleys loggerheads and other sea turtles in Texas and Federal waters I am urging you now to make
the necessary arrangements to ensure increased efforts to enforce proper use of required Turtle
Excluder Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters















Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Stephen


Subject
Plan Maximum Law Enforcement in Texas Waters to Save Sea Turtles
From


Patricia Rush
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 170739 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is required now to prevent what could be a disastrous summer for endangered Kemps
ridleys loggerheads and other sea turtles in Texas and Federal waters I am urging you now to make
the necessary arrangements to ensure increased efforts to enforce proper use of required Turtle
Excluder Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Patricia Rush



















Subject
Plan Maximum Law Enforcement in Texas Waters to Save Sea Turtles
From


Marielle Winblad
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 171046 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is required now to prevent what could be a disastrous summer for endangered Kemps
ridleys loggerheads and other sea turtles in Texas and Federal waters I am urging you now to make
the necessary arrangements to ensure increased efforts to enforce proper use of required Turtle
Excluder Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Marielle Winblad


Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


Christina Palmer
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 165305 0400 EDT
To



















RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Christina Palmer


Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


Margaret Sweeny
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 165417 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder















Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Margaret Sweeny


Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


Tina Pursell
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 165507 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data















proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Tina Pursell


Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


Sakura Vesely
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 165658 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Sakura Vesely



















Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


Zack Bradford
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 165657 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Zack Bradford


Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


DeDeODonnell
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 165818 0400 EDT
To















RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


DeDeODonnell


Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


Iam Polcyn
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 170231 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder















Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Iam Polcyn


Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


Steven Hiatt
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 170501 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data















proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Steven Hiatt


Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


thomas alexander
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 170513 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


thomas alexander















Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


Thomoas Conroy
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 170515 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Thomoas Conroy


Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


sofa andrade
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 170646 0400 EDT
To



















RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


sofia andrade


Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


Margaret SOuthwell
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 170705 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder















Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Margaret SOuthwell


Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


Sally Lang
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 170724 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your kind help is requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data















proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Sally Lang


Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


Keith Parker
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 170911 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Keith Parker















Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


Catherine Raymond
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 171028 0400 EDT
To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


Sincerely


Catherine Raymond


Subject
Plan to Protect Sea Turltes from Negligent Shrimpers this Summer
From


Stacy Christensen
Date


Tue 08 Jun 2010 171225 0400 EDT
To















RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Dear Mr Ray and Dr Crabtree


Despite the Gulf of Mexico Catastrophe


Your help is kindly requested now to make plans to prevent negligent shrimpers from harming sea
turtles this summer I am urging you now to make the necessary arrangements to ensure increased
efforts to enforce the time and area closure for shrimpers and proper use of required Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs on all shrimp trawl nets over the next month


Please give this matter your immediate attention and make public your plans to intercept shrimp
boats from all states to check for proper installation of TEDs before they fish in Texas and Federal
waters


When the annual Texasfederal shrimping closure ends in July hundreds of outofstate shrimp boats
will likely enter Texas waters because the oil spill cut short their own states shrimping season Texas
Parks and Wildlife law enforcement recently fined four shrimp boats with TEDs improperly installed after
over 30 dead Kemps ridleys were found on Texas shores


Most dead turtles found on Gulf of Mexico beaches last month had not been oiled and past data
proves they likely fell victim to shrimpers without TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly With law
enforcement officers busy elsewhere responding to the oil spill we may never know what has killed the
over 200 sea turtles with no signs of oil on them


Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to safeguard the waters offshore of Texas for our
beloved populations of endangered sea turtles


A reply is requested informing me off the difficulty in accomplishing this task


Sincerely A Heart Breaking in Wyoming


Stacy Christensen
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From Michael Barnette


To Rov Crabtree


Cc Linda Atwell Heather Rlpuoh David Bernhart Buck Sutter Robert Hoffman


Subject SER10 062 Carole Allen turtle stranding response
Date Wednesday June 09 201052303 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Roy
Here is a draft response for your use in responding to Carole et al


Thank you for your May 31 2010 email regarding turtle excluder device
TED enforcement during the Texas shrimp season I share your concern
regarding both the elevated turtle strandings reported in the Gulf of
Mexico over the past few months and the potential effort shift during
the Texas opening due to the ongoing Deepwater Horizon oil spill event
Our Office of Law Enforcement has increased their efforts in the Gulf of


Mexico to insure vessels in the shrimp fishery are complying with TED
requirements This effort will continue into the Texas shrimp season
and throughout the year Additionally we are coordinating our efforts
with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the US Coast Guard
We expect this increased enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp
fishery to use and effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and
minimize sea turtle mortality Should we observe a significant pulse in
sea turtle strandings that may be associated with the Texas shrimp
season we will determine the appropriate course of action to quickly
and effectively remedy the situation


If you have any questions please contact Michael Barnette at
727 8245312 or by email at michaelbarnettenoaagov Thank you for
your continued partnership and efforts to protect and conserve
threatened and endangered sea turtle species


Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Hoaan David F OESI


Cc Alexis Gutierrez


Subject foreign TED inspections information request
Date Friday June 18 201014647 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Dave


Great seeing you again and I am looking forward to working with both
you and Marlene over the upcoming inspection season
While mulling some stuff over a thought occurred to me that I wanted to
bounce off you During the process of scheduling foreign inspection
trips would it be possible for DOS to request documentation from the
host country at that time While some countries do a great job of
providing documentation of their program upon our arrival including
regulations on the books blank inspection forms and enforcement
actions and associated penalties conducted during the previous year
some fail to have this information on hand during our visit and they
have to scramble to provide anything at all Perhaps DOS already does
this Regardless if we can emphasize that we need this information to
help with our evaluation of their program there will be no surprises
and they will have plenty of time to consolidate all the needed
information This will allow us to establish a more complete library
of information on foreign programs and improve transparency on program
comparability in regards to established regulatory components If
they have a solid program they should not have a problem preparing this
material


Thoughts
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To DuaneSmith


Cc Cheryl Scannell Bob Hoffman David Bernhart Karen Raine


Subject Re TED rule


Date Monday June 21 2010 105144 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Duane


I believe it had something to do with the brace bar Figure 15 but I
dont recall the specifics I discussed this with John Mitchell at
Pascagoula but we were not sure what specifically the issue was
Perhaps Karen can remember
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Cheryl


This looks fine from an enforcement standpoint with one caveat Karen
had previously identified an error in the diagrams published in the
federal register She brought this issue to PRs attention Bob
Hoffman and Dave Bernhart should both be aware but I dont know if
the issue was ever resolved If it hasnt it would nice to take care
of that issue now since were revising the rule anyway


Ive ccd PR folks on this email hopefully they remember the
specific issue and will know if its been fixed or not If they
dont well need to dig up the old correspondence and revisit the issue


Duane
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From Michael Barnette


To Karen Raine


Cc DuaneSmith Cheryl Scannell Bob Hoffman David Bernhart John Mitchell


Subject Re TED rule


Date Monday June 21 2010 123331 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


The diagram is specific to the Weedless TED as the brace bar is a
requirement to that design See 223207b2The explanation of
where and how it is to be added is included there


There is no allowable modification for a hard TED to use a brace bar


since its not listed in that part 223207d It clearly states that
Unless otherwise prohibited in paragraph b of this section eg
Weedless TED only the following modifications may be made to an
approved hard TED or an approved special hard TED


I personally dont see an inconsistency issue the regulations seem
pretty clear Perhaps this is just an isolated case as I dont recall
hearing of any widespread confusion from fishermen or from the gear
experts in Pascagoula


We are amending the regulations to require a brace bar on single grid
hard TEDs constructed of flat bar that is included in this draft rule


package


Karen Raine wrote


This describes the issue please treat it as attorney work product as
it goes to a specific case


According to the boarding officers fisheries violation report the
bars were across the forwardfront part of the port and starboard
TEDs according to the assistant boarding officer they were on the
inside of the TEDs Bob Hoffman of the Southeast Regions Protected
Resource branch who was not onscene believes that the photographs
show the aluminum bar on the front of the TEDs Thus there is an
inconsistency in the facts


There is no provision in the regulations to modify a single grid TED
with a bar placed horizontally However the diagrams published in the
regulations do show such a bar and although it is apparently on the
inside backside of the TED there is no explanation as to where or
how this bar may be placed Thus fishermen are not on clear notice as
to whether such a bar is or is not allowed and if allowed where and
how This is an inconsistency in the regulations that I have suggested
to the Protected Resource branch should be corrected Further my
understanding is that NMFS allowstrains that such bars are allowed on
the back of single grid TEDs


Michael Barnette wrote


Duane


I believe it had something to do with the brace bar Figure 15 but
I dont recall the specifics I discussed this with John Mitchell at
Pascagoula but we were not sure what specifically the issue was
Perhaps Karen can remember







Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Cheryl


This looks fine from an enforcement standpoint with one caveat
Karen had previously identified an error in the diagrams published
in the federal register She brought this issue to PRs attention
Bob Hoffman and Dave Bernhart should both be aware but I dont
know if the issue was ever resolved If it hasnt it would nice to
take care of that issue now since were revising the rule anyway


Ive ccd PR folks on this email hopefully they remember the
specific issue and will know if its been fixed or not If they
dont well need to dig up the old correspondence and revisit the
issue


Duane
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Subject Fwd Re TED rule
Date Monday June 21 201015637 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Is that supposed to be a brace bar in Figure 14a


Original Message
Subject Re TED rule


Date Mon 21 Jun 2010 131613 0400
From DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov
To Karen Raine KarenRaine@noaagov
CC Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagovCheryl Scannell
CherylScannell@noaagov Bob Hoffman BobHoffman@noaagov David


Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
References 4C1F7A5B4020909@noaagov 4C1F7C805010909@noaagov
4C1F8A185060408@noaagov 4C1F945B7030706@noaagov
4C1F97648080508@noaagov


If I understand what were looking at that would be Figure 14 a page
306 in the green 2009 CFR page 209 in the brown 2007


Karen Raine wrote


Take a look at the diagrams for the straight bar grid


Michael Barnette wrote


The diagram is specific to the Weedless TED as the brace bar is a
requirement to that design See 223207b2The explanation of
where and how it is to be added is included there


There is no allowable modification for a hard TED to use a brace bar


since its not listed in that part 223207d It clearly states
that Unless otherwise prohibited in paragraph b of this section
eg Weedless TED only the following modifications may be made to
an approved hard TED or an approved special hard TED
I personally dont see an inconsistency issue the regulations seem
pretty clear Perhaps this is just an isolated case as I dont
recall hearing of any widespread confusion from fishermen or from the
gear experts in Pascagoula


We are amending the regulations to require a brace bar on single grid
hard TEDs constructed of flat bar that is included in this draft


rule package


Karen Raine wrote


This describes the issue please treat it as attorney work product
as it goes to a specific case


According to the boarding officers fisheries violation report the
bars were across the forwardfront part of the port and starboard
TEDs according to the assistant boarding officer they were on the
inside of the TEDs Bob Hoffman of the Southeast Regions Protected
Resource branch who was not onscene believes that the photographs







show the aluminum bar on the front of the TEDs Thus there is an
inconsistency in the facts


There is no provision in the regulations to modify a single grid TED
with a bar placed horizontally However the diagrams published in
the regulations do show such a bar and although it is apparently
on the inside backside of the TED there is no explanation as to
where or how this bar may be placed Thus fishermen are not on
clear notice as to whether such a bar is or is not allowed and if
allowed where and how This is an inconsistency in the regulations
that I have suggested to the Protected Resource branch should be
corrected Further my understanding is that NMFS allowstrains that
such bars are allowed on the back of single grid TEDs


Michael Barnette wrote


Duane


I believe it had something to do with the brace bar Figure 15
but I dont recall the specifics I discussed this with John
Mitchell at Pascagoula but we were not sure what specifically the
issue was Perhaps Karen can remember
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Cheryl


This looks fine from an enforcement standpoint with one caveat
Karen had previously identified an error in the diagrams published
in the federal register She brought this issue to PRs attention
Bob Hoffman and Dave Bernhart should both be aware but I dont
know if the issue was ever resolved If it hasnt it would nice
to take care of that issue now since were revising the rule anyway


Ive ccd PR folks on this email hopefully they remember the
specific issue and will know if its been fixed or not If they
dont well need to dig up the old correspondence and revisit the
issue


Duane


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613
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From Michael Barnette


To Cheryl Scannell


Cc DuaneSmith Karen Raine Bob Hoffman David Bernhart John Mitchell


Subject Re TED rule


Date Tuesday June 22 2010 11047 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I will add an allowable modification for brace bars in the rule and


memos to avoid future confusion Can I swing by to pick up the package
later today I will be dealing with the skimmer trawl rule package in
the near future but this is next in line


Cheryl Scannell wrote
Has this been resolved


DuaneSmith wrote


If I understand what were looking at that would be Figure 14 a
page 306 in the green 2009 CFR page 209 in the brown 2007


Karen Raine wrote


Take a look at the diagrams for the straight bar grid


Michael Barnette wrote


The diagram is specific to the Weedless TED as the brace bar is a
requirement to that design See 223207b2The explanation of
where and how it is to be added is included there


There is no allowable modification for a hard TED to use a brace


bar since its not listed in that part 223207d It clearly
states that Unless otherwise prohibited in paragraph b of this
section eg Weedless TED only the following modifications may
be made to an approved hard TED or an approved special hard TED
I personally dont see an inconsistency issue the regulations
seem pretty clear Perhaps this is just an isolated case as I
dont recall hearing of any widespread confusion from fishermen or
from the gear experts in Pascagoula


We are amending the regulations to require a brace bar on single
grid hard TEDs constructed of flat bar that is included in this
draft rule package


Karen Raine wrote


This describes the issue please treat it as attorney work product
as it goes to a specific case


According to the boarding officers fisheries violation report
the bars were across the forward front part of the port and
starboard TEDs according to the assistant boarding officer they
were on the inside of the TEDs Bob Hoffman of the Southeast


Regions Protected Resource branch who was not onscene believes
that the photographs show the aluminum bar on the front of the
TEDs Thus there is an inconsistency in the facts


There is no provision in the regulations to modify a single grid
TED with a bar placed horizontally However the diagrams
published in the regulations do show such a bar and although it







is apparently on the inside backside of the TED there is no
explanation as to where or how this bar may be placed Thus
fishermen are not on clear notice as to whether such a bar is or


is not allowed and if allowed where and how This is an
inconsistency in the regulations that I have suggested to the
Protected Resource branch should be corrected Further my
understanding is that NMFS allowstrains that such bars are
allowed on the back of single grid TEDs


Michael Barnette wrote


Duane


I believe it had something to do with the brace bar Figure 15
but I dont recall the specifics I discussed this with John
Mitchell at Pascagoula but we were not sure what specifically
the issue was Perhaps Karen can remember
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Cheryl


This looks fine from an enforcement standpoint with one caveat
Karen had previously identified an error in the diagrams
published in the federal register She brought this issue to
PRs attention Bob Hoffman and Dave Bernhart should both be
aware but I dont know if the issue was ever resolved If it
hasnt it would nice to take care of that issue now since were
revising the rule anyway


Ive ccd PR folks on this email hopefully they remember the
specific issue and will know if its been fixed or not If they
dont well need to dig up the old correspondence and revisit
the issue


Duane
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From Michael Barnette


To Cheryl Scannell


Subject Re TED rule


Date Tuesday June 22 201025256 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


OK but its got to go back to you anyway after the brace bar
tweaksjust trying to save you some time from doing two reviews


Cheryl Scannell wrote
I have to review it again for your last responses to my and Mikes
comments Id given it to Duane for his review first


Michael Barnette wrote


I will add an allowable modification for brace bars in the rule and


memos to avoid future confusion Can I swing by to pick up the
package later today I will be dealing with the skimmer trawl rule
package in the near future but this is next in line


Cheryl Scannell wrote
Has this been resolved


DuaneSmith wrote


If I understand what were looking at that would be Figure 14 a
page 306 in the green 2009 CFR page 209 in the brown 2007


Karen Raine wrote


Take a look at the diagrams for the straight bar grid


Michael Barnette wrote


The diagram is specific to the Weedless TED as the brace bar is
a requirement to that design See 223207b2The
explanation of where and how it is to be added is included there


There is no allowable modification for a hard TED to use a brace


bar since its not listed in that part 223207d It clearly
states that Unless otherwise prohibited in paragraph b of this
section eg Weedless TED only the following modifications
may be made to an approved hard TED or an approved special hard
TED


I personally dont see an inconsistency issue the regulations
seem pretty clear Perhaps this is just an isolated case as I
dont recall hearing of any widespread confusion from fishermen
or from the gear experts in Pascagoula


We are amending the regulations to require a brace bar on single
grid hard TEDs constructed of flat bar that is included in this
draft rule package


Karen Raine wrote


This describes the issue please treat it as attorney work
product as it goes to a specific case


According to the boarding officers fisheries violation report
the bars were across the forwardfront part of the port and
starboard TEDs according to the assistant boarding officer







they were on the inside of the TEDs Bob Hoffman of the
Southeast Regions Protected Resource branch who was not
onscene believes that the photographs show the aluminum bar on
the front of the TEDs Thus there is an inconsistency in the
facts


There is no provision in the regulations to modify a single grid
TED with a bar placed horizontally However the diagrams
published in the regulations do show such a bar and although
it is apparently on the inside backside of the TED there is
no explanation as to where or how this bar may be placed Thus
fishermen are not on clear notice as to whether such a bar is or


is not allowed and if allowed where and how This is an
inconsistency in the regulations that I have suggested to the
Protected Resource branch should be corrected Further my
understanding is that NMFS allowstrains that such bars are
allowed on the back of single grid TEDs


Michael Barnette wrote
Duane


I believe it had something to do with the brace bar Figure
15 but I dont recall the specifics I discussed this with
John Mitchell at Pascagoula but we were not sure what
specifically the issue was Perhaps Karen can remember
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Cheryl


This looks fine from an enforcement standpoint with one
caveat Karen had previously identified an error in the
diagrams published in the federal register She brought this
issue to PRs attention Bob Hoffman and Dave Bernhart should
both be aware but I dont know if the issue was ever
resolved If it hasnt it would nice to take care of that
issue now since were revising the rule anyway


Ive ccd PR folks on this email hopefully they remember
the specific issue and will know if its been fixed or not If
they dont well need to dig up the old correspondence and
revisit the issue


Duane
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From Michael Barnette


To Cheryl Scannell


Subject Re skimmer TED IA comments


Date Tuesday June 22 201030810 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Did David forward this to you


CLS2 As far as the MDMR 30 minute tow times and our determination
yes I understand your comment I was trying to put language in there
to cover all the bases should Roy or others determine its no longer
necessary based on the recently implemented short tow times as well as
observers and increased enforcement MS is supposed to do


CLS3 Still fleshing that out but looking at perhaps MS Sound west of
Dauphin Island I did not think we needed explicit boundaries for the IA


CLS4 Not sure I understand the comment since its tied to deleted


language Regardless this emergency rule is just for skimmers yes


Cheryl Scannell wrote
see attached







beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard


file ClDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertMichael Barnette 39vcf528201140246 PM







From Michael Barnette


To Cheryl Scannell


Subject Re TED rule


Date Tuesday June 22 201031015 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


the brace bar tweaks sure when I draft it still working on other stuff


Cheryl Scannell wrote
OK III put it in my inbox can you email me the file with track
changes edits showing to orient me


Michael Barnette wrote


OK but its got to go back to you anyway after the brace bar
tweaksjust trying to save you some time from doing two reviews


Cheryl Scannell wrote
I have to review it again for your last responses to my and Mikes
comments Id given it to Duane for his review first


Michael Barnette wrote


I will add an allowable modification for brace bars in the rule and


memos to avoid future confusion Can I swing by to pick up the
package later today I will be dealing with the skimmer trawl rule
package in the near future but this is next in line


Cheryl Scannell wrote
Has this been resolved


DuaneSmith wrote


If I understand what were looking at that would be Figure 14 a
page 306 in the green 2009 CFR page 209 in the brown 2007


Karen Raine wrote


Take a look at the diagrams for the straight bar grid


Michael Barnette wrote


The diagram is specific to the Weedless TED as the brace bar
is a requirement to that design See 223207b2The
explanation of where and how it is to be added is included there


There is no allowable modification for a hard TED to use a


brace bar since its not listed in that part 223207d It
clearly states that Unless otherwise prohibited in paragraph
b of this section eg Weedless TED only the following
modifications may be made to an approved hard TED or an
approved special hard TED
I personally dont see an inconsistency issue the regulations
seem pretty clear Perhaps this is just an isolated case as I
dont recall hearing of any widespread confusion from fishermen
or from the gear experts in Pascagoula


We are amending the regulations to require a brace bar on
single grid hard TEDs constructed of flat bar that is


included in this draft rule package
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From Michael Barnette


To DuaneSmith


Cc Cheryl Scannell Karen Raine Bob Hoffman David Bernhart John Mitchell


Subject Re TED rule


Date Tuesday June 22 201051732 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I am on it once we get another priority rule package rolling


DuaneSmith wrote


Not sure but sounds as if Mike is looking to fix the confusion in
this rule


Cheryl Scannell wrote
Has this been resolved


DuaneSmith wrote


If I understand what were looking at that would be Figure 14 a
page 306 in the green 2009 CFR page 209 in the brown 2007


Karen Raine wrote


Take a look at the diagrams for the straight bar grid


Michael Barnette wrote


The diagram is specific to the Weedless TED as the brace bar is a
requirement to that design See 223207b2The explanation
of where and how it is to be added is included there


There is no allowable modification for a hard TED to use a brace


bar since its not listed in that part 223207d It clearly
states that Unless otherwise prohibited in paragraph b of this
section eg Weedless TED only the following modifications may
be made to an approved hard TED or an approved special hard TED
I personally dont see an inconsistency issue the regulations
seem pretty clear Perhaps this is just an isolated case as I
dont recall hearing of any widespread confusion from fishermen or
from the gear experts in Pascagoula


We are amending the regulations to require a brace bar on single
grid hard TEDs constructed of flat bar that is included in this
draft rule package


Karen Raine wrote


This describes the issue please treat it as attorney work
product as it goes to a specific case


According to the boarding officers fisheries violation report
the bars were across the forwardfront part of the port and
starboard TEDs according to the assistant boarding officer they
were on the inside of the TEDs Bob Hoffman of the Southeast


Regions Protected Resource branch who was not onscene
believes that the photographs show the aluminum bar on the front
of the TEDs Thus there is an inconsistency in the facts


There is no provision in the regulations to modify a single grid
TED with a bar placed horizontally However the diagrams
published in the regulations do show such a bar and although it







is apparently on the inside backside of the TED there is no
explanation as to where or how this bar may be placed Thus
fishermen are not on clear notice as to whether such a bar is or


is not allowed and if allowed where and how This is an
inconsistency in the regulations that I have suggested to the
Protected Resource branch should be corrected Further my
understanding is that NMFS allowstrains that such bars are
allowed on the back of single grid TEDs


Michael Barnette wrote


Duane


I believe it had something to do with the brace bar Figure 15
but I dont recall the specifics I discussed this with John
Mitchell at Pascagoula but we were not sure what specifically
the issue was Perhaps Karen can remember
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Cheryl


This looks fine from an enforcement standpoint with one caveat
Karen had previously identified an error in the diagrams
published in the federal register She brought this issue to
PRs attention Bob Hoffman and Dave Bernhart should both be
aware but I dont know if the issue was ever resolved If it
hasnt it would nice to take care of that issue now since
were revising the rule anyway


Ive ccd PR folks on this email hopefully they remember the
specific issue and will know if its been fixed or not If they
dont well need to dig up the old correspondence and revisit
the issue


Duane
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From Michael Barnette


To DuaneSmith


Cc Cheryl Scannell Karen Raine Bob Hoffman David Bernhart John Mitchell


Subject Re TED rule


Date Tuesday June 22 201053056 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


No I plan on adding an allowable modification for brace bars for all
hard TEDs which will detail how and where it would need to be placed
It will be pretty much similar language is to what would be added for
the flat bar TED which requires a brace bar
The other option is to simply replace Figure 14 so it does not show a
brace bar on a hard TED


While I dont think many people would use a brace bar on pipe or rod
TEDs it certainly has no effect on turtle exclusion when properly
installed on the back face of the grid so I suppose it wont hurt to
add it as an allowable mod


DuaneSmith wrote


Roger So to make sure I understand it will NOT be fixed in this


rule but you will fix it in the next rule


Michael Barnette wrote


I am on it once we get another priority rule package rolling


DuaneSmith wrote


Not sure but sounds as if Mike is looking to fix the confusion in
this rule


Cheryl Scannell wrote
Has this been resolved


DuaneSmith wrote


If I understand what were looking at that would be Figure 14 a
page 306 in the green 2009 CFR page 209 in the brown 2007


Karen Raine wrote


Take a look at the diagrams for the straight bar grid


Michael Barnette wrote


The diagram is specific to the Weedless TED as the brace bar is
a requirement to that design See 223207b2The
explanation of where and how it is to be added is included there


There is no allowable modification for a hard TED to use a brace


bar since its not listed in that part 223207d It clearly
states that Unless otherwise prohibited in paragraph b of
this section eg Weedless TED only the following
modifications may be made to an approved hard TED or an approved
special hard TED
I personally dont see an inconsistency issue the regulations
seem pretty clear Perhaps this is just an isolated case as I
dont recall hearing of any widespread confusion from fishermen
or from the gear experts in Pascagoula


We are amending the regulations to require a brace bar on single
grid hard TEDs constructed of flat bar that is included in







this draft rule package


Karen Raine wrote


This describes the issue please treat it as attorney work
product as it goes to a specific case


According to the boarding officers fisheries violation report
the bars were across the forwardfront part of the port and
starboard TEDs according to the assistant boarding officer
they were on the inside of the TEDs Bob Hoffman of the
Southeast Regions Protected Resource branch who was not
onscene believes that the photographs show the aluminum bar
on the front of the TEDs Thus there is an inconsistency in
the facts


There is no provision in the regulations to modify a single
grid TED with a bar placed horizontally However the diagrams
published in the regulations do show such a bar and although
it is apparently on the inside backside of the TED there is
no explanation as to where or how this bar may be placed Thus
fishermen are not on clear notice as to whether such a bar is


or is not allowed and if allowed where and how This is an
inconsistency in the regulations that I have suggested to the
Protected Resource branch should be corrected Further my
understanding is that NMFS allowstrains that such bars are
allowed on the back of single grid TEDs


Michael Barnette wrote


Duane


I believe it had something to do with the brace bar Figure
15 but I dont recall the specifics I discussed this with
John Mitchell at Pascagoula but we were not sure what
specifically the issue was Perhaps Karen can remember
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Cheryl


This looks fine from an enforcement standpoint with one
caveat Karen had previously identified an error in the
diagrams published in the federal register She brought this
issue to PRs attention Bob Hoffman and Dave Bernhart should
both be aware but I dont know if the issue was ever
resolved If it hasnt it would nice to take care of that
issue now since were revising the rule anyway


Ive ccd PR folks on this email hopefully they remember
the specific issue and will know if its been fixed or not
If they dont well need to dig up the old correspondence
and revisit the issue


Duane
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From Maria Holliday


To Louise Wona


Cc Michael Barnette


Subject Re JACK FORRESTER TRAVEL TO TEXAS


Date Thursday July 01 201041716 PM


Louise please charge it to the TURTLE codes see below


H8LAM25P0030300005 03000000


Thank you


Maria


Louise Wong wrote
Do you have a line of accounting for Jack Forrester to travel


inaround Texas July 18 30 2010 for TED Enforcement during Texas open


Original Message
Subject 2 nd Texas trip
Date Thu 01 Jul 2010 123353 0500
From Robert D Stevens RobertDStevensnoaagov
To Louise Wong LouiseWongnoaagov


Louise


The second Texas trip will take place beginning on July 18 th 2010 and end on or around July 30 th
2010


I will be traveling in a GOV and pulling the GMT SafeBoat Travel Orders will need to cover Sabine
Galveston


Freeport and down to Palacious Texas The funds for this trip for me will come out of GMT money
I think the regional


office is covering Jacks travel
Thanks Dale S


Maria D Holliday
NOAA NMFS SERO


13th Avenue South Rm232
St Petersburg Florida 33701 5505
727 824 5312 Office
727 551 5775 Voice
727 824 5309 Fax







From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Tracy Dunn John Mitchell Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re Fwd FW NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial and Recreational Fishing Bays and
Rivers Remain Open


Date Friday July 02 2010 105834 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


It would also be good to get a very accurate accounting of how much
money went where how many TEDs were made available to skimmer trawls
etc for potential use down the road in later phases of the Strategy
process


David Bernhart wrote


Hi guys


FYI and also for discussion re NFWF Are there other
enforcementobserverequipment projects that NFWF could help us with
Im thinking about Texas and the Texas openings With all the injuries
Kemps ridleys are suffering this year Id sure love to have the
Texas opening go smoothly Looks like NFWF got money to MS really
quickly


DB


Original Message
Subject FW NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial
and Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open
Date Fri 02 Jul 2010 092020 0500
From Dale Diaz DaleDiaz@dmrmsgov
To DavidBernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Mike Brainard MikeBrainard@dmrmsgov Traci Floyd
TraciFloyd@dmrmsgov Corky Perret CorkyPerret@dmrmsgov
RoyCrabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov


David


All of the MS Sound is now closed to all Commercial and Recreational


Fishing this includes catch and release and Live bait


Also thanks for informing us about the funds from NFWF We just
received notification that we have been approved The projects that
are included in this funding are 1 a voluntary program to provide
TEDs to skimmer trawl fishermen that agree to use them 2 Mail outs
to most of our commercial and recreational fishermen about what to do
and who to call if they have an interaction with a turtle 3 An
observer program on board shrimp vessels


Let me know if you have any questions


Dale Diaz


Director Office of Marine Fisheries


Mississippi Dept of Marine Resources


1141 Bayview Avenue







Biloxi Mississippi 39530


2285234064


From Shelly Becker
Sent Thursday July 01 2010 517 PM
Subject NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial
and Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open


July 1 2010 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial and


Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open


BILOXI Miss The executive directors of the Mississippi
Department of Marine Resources and the Mississippi Department of
Environmental Quality in an abundance of caution are closing an
additional portion of Mississippis territorial marine waters
effective immediately to all commercial and recreational fishing
including all species of finfish crabs shrimp and oysters


The closed area includes all Mississippi marine territorial waters
starting at a point on the shoreline at the MississippiLouisiana
State line running easterly following the southern boundary of
Mississippi territorial waters to the intersection with the
MississippiAlabama State line running due north along the
MississippiAlabama state boundary to the CSX railroad running
southwesterly along the CSX railroad to a point due north of the
Bayou Casotte Ship Channel running due south to 30 21 north
latitude running due west following the 30 21 north latitude line
to a point of intersection with the mainland shoreline on the east
side of Bellefontaine Point westerly and northerly following the
meandering of the shoreline to the tip of Marsh Point running due
north to a point on the mainland shoreline running westerly and
northerly following the meanderings of the shoreline to the eastern
abutment of the CSX railroad bridge running southeasterly following
the CSX railroad bridge across Biloxi Bay to a point on the mainland
shoreline at the western abutment of the CSX railroad bridge at Biloxi
Bay running westerly following the meanderings of the shoreline to
eastern abutment of the CSX Railroad Bridge over St Louis Bay thence
running westerly along the CSX railroad bridge to the western abutment
of the CSX Railroad Bridge over St Louis Bay running southwesterly
following the meanderings of the shoreline to the mouth of Bayou
Caddy running due West to the mouth of Bayou Caddy running
southwesterly following the meanderings of the shoreline to the
Mississippi Louisiana state boundary


Any individuals retaining any marine species from this closed area
will be required to immediately return them to the waters There is no
catch and release fishing allowed in the closed area


This precautionary closure is a result of oil sightings in this
general area and the potential impacts on Mississippiscoastal marine
resources The continuous monitoring of this situation is to ensure
public safety and protection of Mississippiscoastal resources


The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to
enhancing protecting and conserving marine interests of the state by







managing all marine life public trust wetlands adjacent uplands and
waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial recreational
educational and economic uses of these resources consistent with


environmental concerns and social changes Visit the DMR online at
wwwdmrmsgov httn wwwdmrmsaov


Attached Map


END
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Roy Crabtree Tracy Dunn Duane Smith Robert Hoffman Phil Steele Steve Branstetter


Subject Re Fwd Sifting a Range of Suspects as Gulf Wildlife Dies NYTimescom
Date Thursday July 15 201093727 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


See below


VETO LETTER


June 30 2010


The Honorable Alfred W Speer
Clerk of the House


State Capitol
Baton Rouge LA 70802


Re House Bill No 1334 by Representative Lambert
Wildlife and Fisheries Provides relative to fisheries management


by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries


Dear Mr Speer


House Bill 1334 by Representative Lambert would expand the authority of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to promulgate sustainability
programs for both saltwater and freshwater fish resources The bill
also repeals the prohibition of the department enforcing certain federal
laws which require the use of turtle excluder devices and fish excluder
devices by commercial fishermen in Louisiana waters


While the bill appears to be well intended I am concerned that the
stakeholders in the fishing communities and industry did not have
sufficient time to give their input during the development of this bill
due to the BP oil spill Considering the overwhelming amount of
challenges and issues currently facing our fishermen it is my opinion
that the stakeholders and the policy makers required more time to
collaborate on sustainable legislation


For this reason I have vetoed House Bill No 1334 and hereby return it
to the House of Representatives


Sincerely


Bobby Jindal
Governor


David Bernhart wrote


FYI On the 2nd page of this long article theres a lot of
discussion about shrimping and TEDs







Also theres a sentence in there that says Gov Jindal vetoed the
bill that wouldve removed the ban on TEDs enforcement by the state
I hadnt heard that before Can anyone confirm that


DB


Original Message
Subject Sifting a Range of Suspects as Gulf Wildlife Dies NYTimescom


Date Thu 15 Jul 2010 090235 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Teri Rowles


TeriRowles@noaagov Michael Ziccardi mhziccardi@ucdavisedu
NMFS SER Emergency Consult nmfs seremergencyconsult@noaagov
Stacey Horstman StaceyHorstman@noaagov


http wwwnvtimescom20100715scienceearth15necroosvhtml
naaewanted2 r2aartner rssemcrss
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Re US Mexico bilateral prebrief tomorrow and other info
Date Thursday July 15 2010 12142 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


sure


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mike
Will you be able to call in to this Roy wont be going but Id like
SER represented on the call in case Schwaab has any questions for us
about the TED issue


Thanks
David


Brad Wiley wrote
All


Good morning I apologize for the length of this email There is a
lot of ground to cover on a range of topics


First I want to provide an update on our plans for a prebrief call
for the USMexico policy bilateral only with Eric Scwaab tomorrow
and the briefing paper drafting exercise I had originally indicated
that the call would occur tomorrow July 16 at 300 pm EST However
due to a new scheduling conflict we had to move this to 1200 EST
The call in information for this 1200 call is


877648 8577


passcode 299855


The goal of this precall will be to familiarize Eric generally in
terms of what he can expect in his interactions with his Mexican
counterparts to go over those draft briefing materials that are
available in time for the call and to discuss who will be speaking
on various agenda points I have already received messages from a
number of you indicating that you were unable to meet yesterdays
deadline for submitting draft briefing papers I will be assembling
what has been made available to me by COB EST tonight and
transmitting it to Eric so that he can look over it tomorrow morning
before the call If it comes in past that time it will not be
included in what I provide to Eric I want to stress that draft
briefs are fine for tomorrowspurposes I recognize that this has
come together on very short notice and that the papers are being
drafted and reviewed in a compressed time frame Therefore I do not
need cleared final briefs until COB next Thursday I will then
assemble a finalized briefing book next Friday and distribute it to
the delegation before departing for Miami on Monday


With respect to the bilat agenda I have finally received comments
and input from Mexico which is reflected in the attached version of
the agenda They have added three topics including an item under
the enforcement heading on illegal sport fishing activities and I
am hoping OLE or SWR can provide a briefing paper on that topic We
might expect this to cover filleting atsea as well as other matters
Earlier Mexico had indicated that they wanted to cover Sport Marine
Fishing mechanisms and procedures to monitor and verify landings and







its legality but it does not appear specifically in their revised
agenda I have asked whether they intend to include this under their
added enforcement topic and am awaiting their reply I am also
seeking further details about what they intend for the Industrial
Fish Processing monitoring sanitary aspects certifications etc
item and will pass along any information that I get


I have also included a draft US delegation list for all three
meetings and a proposed Program of Work Please note that the list
for the MexUS Gulfo meeting is no doubt incomplete pending input from
SEFSC If you plan to attend one or more of the meetings please
take a look and make sure that your name appears under the
appropriate headings


We have also been exploring options for some sort of semi hosted
social event with our Mexican counterparts In years past when
Mexico has hosted there has typically been some sort of cocktail
gathering andor a luncheon event and it would be nice if we could do
the same Of course we are very constrained in terms of what we can
spend USG money on and this pretty much precludes any sort of
cocktail or meal event Sophia Howard at the SEFSC has been kind
enough to help us explore the possibility of a glass bottom boat tour
of Biscayne Bay on Wednesday night July 28 at 630 You can see
this reflected in the attached Program of Work The cost is 1750
per person and all are welcome and encouraged to attend if we can
make it work out IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN GOING ON THIS BOAT TRIP
PLEASE LET ME KNOW BY COB FRIDAY JULY 16 as we will have to prepay
for the tickets in order to reserve spots on the boat If you commit
to going I will ask that you be responsible for your ticket cost in
the event that you cancel The boat leaves from down at the water in
an area that I am told also has a number of bars and restaurants


The tour is 75 minutes and after we disembark we might try to find
a venue to have a beer and a snack with our Mexican colleagues All
of this is very fluid right now and I will provide updates later


Finally I have also attached a tax exempt form for your use at the
Conrad Please use this in order to avoid paying tax on your lodging


Thanks for your attention and for your help in meeting preparations


Brad
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From Michael Barnette


To Hoaan David F OESI


Subject Re Clearance Request TEDs Paper for US Mex fish Bilats
Date Thursday July 15 201041347 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Whoops I forgot I will be in Texas doing TED inspections for the
opening Flying out Monday afternoon and back Thursday evening Will
have to try and catch you another time


Hogan David F OES wrote
How about 230 pm


David F Hogan
Deputy Director
Office of Marine Conservation


US Dept of State
Ph 1202 647 2335


Fx 1202 736 7350


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenoaaaov1
Sent Thursday July 15 2010 329 PM
To Hogan David F OES
Subject Re Clearance Request TEDs Paper for USMex fish Bilats


I am free all Tuesday just let me know a good time for you


Michael C Barnette


On Jul 15 2010 at 326 PM Hogan David F OES
HoganDF@stategov wrote


Thanks Mike Id be more than happy to give you my views on Paris
How


is your week shaping up next week I am free pretty much most of
Tuesday so if theres a time that day that works for you then lets
set


up a call DFH


David F Hogan
Deputy Director
Office of Marine Conservation


US Dept of State
Ph 1202 647 2335


Fx 1202 736 7350


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnetteCanoaaaovl
Sent Tuesday July 13 2010 520 PM
To Hogan David F OES
Subject Re Clearance Request TEDs Paper for USMex fish Bilats


Paper looks good to me I am waiting to hear back from DB about







attendance but at this point I dont think we are planning on it
based


on prior discussions Please let me know if you think we should be
there


though
If you get some free time in the near future I would love to pick
your
brain about mustdos in Paris my wife and I are planning a trip this
fall with about 3 4 days in Paris after touring through UK Belgium
and


Germany
Cheers
Mike


Hogan David F OES wrote


Heidi Mike Please find attached a briefing paper for the upcoming
US Mexico general fisheries bilats scheduled for the week of July 26
in Miami This paper is for the briefing book and for the information
of the principals Eric Schwab NOAA Asst Administrator for
Fisheries will head the delegation but I will probably be leading
for the US delegation on this point Mike are you or anyone from PR
planning on coming to some or all of the bilat The Mexicans have


not yet indicated what level of detail they wish to achieve under
this


agenda item but I suspect they will be very interested in when we
would be available for another visit Please let me know if you have
any comments on the paper or any other thoughts on the matter I need
to get the paper to the NMFS IA folks by later this week so if you
could get back to me by oob on Thursday that would be great
though


I suspect we have some additional flexibility on that if needed DFH


PS for Heidi Liz Joe tunadolphin is notnot on the agenda we
will be seeing the Mexicans on that in Geneva the week of August 9


David F Hogan


Deputy Director


Office of Marine Conservation


US Dept of State


Ph 1202 647 2335


Fx 1202 736 7350
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester


Subject TED inspections
Date Monday July 26 2010 111337 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Jack


When you get a chance can you scan in your notes and send me a copy I
want to add those details to my report
I gave David my assessment and he is supportive of writing a full
report I have already called Tracy Dunn to give him a headsup of our
findings
David also would like to do more inspections as well to get more info
on the reality of TED compliance As much as I would like to do
boardings off LA I am not sure we can find many boats working due to
the closures and BP offers Let me know when and where yall want to go
next


Cheers
Mike
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From Jack Forrester


To Michael Barnette


Subject Re TED inspections
Date Monday July 26 2010 113331 AM


Mike I will do a summery of the boardings you will not be able to read
the scan


Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Jack


When you get a chance can you scan in your notes and send me a copy
I want to add those details to my report
I gave David my assessment and he is supportive of writing a full
report I have already called Tracy Dunn to give him a headsup of
our findings
David also would like to do more inspections as well to get more info
on the reality of TED compliance As much as I would like to do
boardings off LA I am not sure we can find many boats working due to
the closures and BP offers Let me know when and where yall want to
go next
Cheers
Mike







From Robert D Stevens


To Michael Barnette


Cc Jack H Forrester John Mitchell


Subject Re TED inspections
Date Monday July 26 2010 114401 AM
Attachments Robert D Stevensvcf


Mike
Due to several factors we cut the trip short and came back to
Mississippi on Saturday July 24 th We were suppose
to go down to Pt Lavaca and do some trainingboardings with TPW that
was canceled by TPW due to Tropical
Storm Bonnie This training is supposed to be rescheduled for the end of
August The shrimp season opened up in Alabama
so we will try to do some boardings over there this week I will work on
some other areas to conduct inspections and
let you know Just for the record we conducted 6 or 7 inspections in the
jetties and dockside on the Bolivar peninsular
Friday July 23 rd with only one minor problem This is an area that Nick
Hopkins and I spent a full day working with
fishermen last year It was good to go back and see everyone had
everything in order


Michael Barnette wrote


Jack


When you get a chance can you scan in your notes and send me a copy
I want to add those details to my report
I gave David my assessment and he is supportive of writing a full
report I have already called Tracy Dunn to give him a headsup of
our findings
David also would like to do more inspections as well to get more info
on the reality of TED compliance As much as I would like to do
boardings off LA I am not sure we can find many boats working due to
the closures and BP offers Let me know when and where yall want to
go next
Cheers
Mike
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From Jack Forrester


To Michael Barnette dale


Subject Re TED inspections
Date Monday July 26 2010 120134 PM
Attachments Texas Boardina July 19th thru 21stdoc


Here it is


Michael Barnette wrote


Thanks


Michael C Barnette


On Jul 26 2010 at 1133 AM Jack Forrester
JackHForresternoaagov wrote


Mike I will do a summery of the boardings you will not be able to
read the scan


Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Jack


When you get a chance can you scan in your notes and send me a
copy I want to add those details to my report
I gave David my assessment and he is supportive of writing a full
report I have already called Tracy Dunn to give him a headsup of
our findings
David also would like to do more inspections as well to get more
info on the reality of TED compliance As much as I would like to
do boardings off LA I am not sure we can find many boats working
due to the closures and BP offers Let me know when and where yall
want to go next
Cheers
Mike







Texas Boarding July 19 thru 21st


1 Midnight Sun 500349 2 nets angles were 50 and 53 degrees one forward
horizontal cut would only measure 60 inches and fish eyes were at 106 inches
every thing else was OK


2 Capt Bailey 603709 2 nets one Ted was OK the other Ted was a weedless Ted
with no brace bar that the bars had been bent allowing 2 spacing of more than 5
inches had had a angle of 70 degrees TPW seized the shrimp from this vessel


3 Prowler 2nets Teds were OK


4 Capt Andrew 4 nets forward cuts were only 16 and 20 inches and would only
stretch to 55 inches on two of the four cuts were ok on the other two but would


only stretch to 55 inches
5 Gulf Shrimp every thing was perfect Captain said he had came to the workshop


on July 7th
6 Donovan tein II Teds OK


7 Tiffany Lean II Bait Shrimper had just picked UP No Ted
8 Captain Bill 2 nets flaps would only stretch to 56 inches
9 Deco VII Flaps would only stretch to 54 inches had just been boarded by Coast


Guard and NMFS enforcement


10 Isla soy Como SOY 4 nets Flaps would only stretch to 54 to 59 inches and
leading edge would only stretch to 49 inches







From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart Robert Hoffman


Subject Fwd Re TED inspections
Date Monday July 26 2010 125832 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Re TED inspections
Date Mon 26 Jul 2010 104401 0500
From Robert D Stevens RobertDStevensnoaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagov
CC Jack H ForresterJackHForresternoaagovJohn Mitchell
JohnMitchell@noaagov
References 4C4DA6219080100@noaagov


Mike
Due to several factors we cut the trip short and came back to
Mississippi on Saturday July 24 th We were suppose
to go down to Pt Lavaca and do some trainingboardings with TPW that
was canceled by TPW due to Tropical
Storm Bonnie This training is supposed to be rescheduled for the end of
August The shrimp season opened up in Alabama
so we will try to do some boardings over there this week I will work on
some other areas to conduct inspections and
let you know Just for the record we conducted 6 or 7 inspections in the
jetties and dockside on the Bolivar peninsular
Friday July 23 rd with only one minor problem This is an area that Nick
Hopkins and I spent a full day working with
fishermen last year It was good to go back and see everyone had
everything in order


Michael Barnette wrote
Jack


When you get a chance can you scan in your notes and send me a copy
I want to add those details to my report
I gave David my assessment and he is supportive of writing a full
report I have already called Tracy Dunn to give him a headsup of
our findings
David also would like to do more inspections as well to get more info
on the reality of TED compliance As much as I would like to do
boardings off LA I am not sure we can find many boats working due to
the closures and BP offers Let me know when and where yall want to
go next
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart Robert Hoffman


Subject draft TED inspection report
Date Wednesday July 28 201035846 PM
Attachments July 2010 Texas TED inspection reoortdoc


Michael Barnettevcf


Here is the draft reportlet me know what you think I want to have
an impact but dont want to start WWIII







NT
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE


4 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
t NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE


1 Al
Southeast Regional Office


ArC40f
263 13th Avenue South


St Petersburg FL 33701 5505
7278245312 FAX 8245309
httpseronmfsnoaagov


FSER31MCB


MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


MEMORANDUM FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of the East Texas Shrimp Fleets Compliance with
Turtle Excluder Device Requirements


DATE July 28 2010


Introduction


On July 2021 2010 I joined Dale Stevens and Jack Forrester Southeast Fisheries Science
CentersPascagoula Lab Harvesting Branch aboard the Gear Monitoring Team GMT boat in
Galveston Texas to evaluate compliance with turtle excluder device TED requirements in the
shrimp fishery Dale and Jack began the evaluation inspections on July 19 A special agent from
NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement joined the GMT boat on July 1920 to lead inspections and
a Texas Park and Wildlife Division TPWD enforcement officer also joined the GMT boat on
July 19 Additionally two TPWD law enforcement vessels conducted boardings off Freeport on
July 19 No law enforcement personnel were available for inspections on July 21 so we elected
to conduct voluntary courtesy inspections on this day It is worth noting that prior to these
inspections Dale Stevens conducted a TED workshop on July 7 2010 that was attended by
approximately 90 local fishermen


It was obvious effort in the fleet was significantly reduced in nearshore waters and the potential
effort shift from areas affected by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill has not materialized Many
fishermen continue to work for British Petroleum in oil recovery efforts and at least one boat we
talked to indicated it too would be joining that BPfunded effort due to low shrimp catch rates
off Texas This reduced effort combined with inclement weather on July 21 significantly
affected the scope of this evaluation trip Nonetheless the findings give a clear assessment of
the compliance level within the shrimp fleet in Eastern Texas


1 As GMT personnel requested permission to board a trawler they clearly identified themselves as gear specialists
and not law enforcement and then offered assistance to review and if needed correct TED installation in the
trawlersnets
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Summary of Findings


July 19 inspections off Freeport


MIDNIGHT SUN While angles of two inspected TED grids were good 50 and 53 degrees
respectively the forward horizontal cut of one net only stretched to 60 inches 71 inch
minimum


CAPTAIN BAILEY A weedless TED grid installed in one of the two inspected nets lacked the
required brace bar which resulted in bar spacings of over 5 inches 4inch maximum
Additionally the grid was installed at approximately 70 degrees After extended discussion the
vessel was eventually escorted to port where the catch was seized


PROWLER TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 20 inspections off Galveston


CAPTAIN ANDREW The forward side cuts of two inspected nets were only 16 and 20 inches
respectively 26inch minimum and the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches 71
inch minimum Additionally while the forward side cuts on two other inspected nets aboard
this vessel were sufficient again the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches


GULF SHRIMP TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good The captain
stated he participated in the TED workshop on July 7 2010


DONOVAN TIEN II TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 21 dockside inspections at Freeport


TIFFANY LEANN II En route


to Freeport we observed a bait
shrimper inside western
Galveston Bay north of San I


Luis Pass 2908540N95
08730W The vessel had
recently hauled their net in as a 1


pile of wet debris was piled up
on the stern no TED was


observed in the net While50a


CFR223206d2uA2 1
authorizes alternative tow times ILO


in lieu of TEDs for bait f
shrimpers Texas bait shrimpers PP AP


a low


are required to use TEDs y


because TPWD does not have


an exclusive bait shrimp fishery p


license The exemption at 50
CFR223206d2iiA2


2







specifies Is a bait shrimper that retains all live shrimp on board with a circulating seawater
system if it does not possess more than 32 lb 145 kg ofdead shrimp on board if it has a valid
original state bait shrimp license and ifthe state license allows the licensed vessel to
participate in the bait shrimp fishery exclusively CAPTAIN BILL The escape openings in the
two inspected nets would only stretch to 56 inches 71 inch minimum


DECO VII While the forward horizontal cut of the two inspected nets stretched to 70 inches
the escape openings would only stretch to 54 inches 71 inch minimum It is worth noting that
this vessel was boarded by NOAA law enforcement on July 18 who issued a good statement
which read 2 Top Opening TEDS Escape Openings Very Close to 71 image of statement
available upon request Additionally this vessel was cited earlier in the month for fishing in the
oilspill closed area offLouisiana though the deficient escape openings were apparently not
observed


ISLA SOY COMO SOY The escape openings of all four inspected nets only stretched to
between 54 and 59 inches and the forward horizontal cuts would only stretch to 49 inches
Additionally there were signs eg significant wearabrasion of the escape flap along the
posterior edge of the TED grid the escape openings were being tied down during fishing
operations


Discussion


The findings from the limited time spent off Texas were extremely discouraging Even after
almost two decades of required TED use full compliance within the fishery appears low
Results would likely have been even worse had a TED workshop not been conducted
immediately prior to the Texas shrimp season opening


While likely to be controversial it is my opinion that past and current enforcement efforts on
both a state and federal level have not been effective in compelling the shrimp fleet to comply
with TED requirements Since late 2001 the US Coast Guard has admittedly been forced to
pursue higher priority issues at sea This shift away from fishery enforcement activities is
amplified by the lack of any other entity filling the void While NOAA has joint enforcement
agreements JEA with all Gulf coastal states resulting in funding to their conservation law
enforcement agencies to help enforce federal regulations and patrol federal waters the JEA
program apparently results in little benefit to TED compliance in federal waters For instance as
policy TPWD will not patrol in federal waters Likewise Louisiana has yet to even enforce TED
regulations in state waters let alone federal waters As a result TED enforcement activities in
federal waters appear to be largely non existent at least in the western Gulf ofMexico This
lack of compliance due in part to deficient enforcement effort casts serious doubts onto the
actual effectiveness of TEDs in protecting and conserving sea turtle populations and as a result
may require reinitiation of the biological opinion for the shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester


Subject draft report
Date Thursday July 29 201044941 PM
Attachments July 2010 Texas TED inspection reoortodf


Michael Barnettevcf


Can you guys look this over and let me know if there are any errors or
anything you disagree with
Thanks
Mike







TOFD
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE


National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE


Southeast Regional Office
26313th Avenue South


St Petersburg FL 33701 5505
7278245312 FAX 8245309
httpseronmfsnoaagov


FSER31MCB


MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


MEMORANDUM FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of the East Texas Shrimp Fleets Compliance with
Turtle Excluder Device Requirements


DATE July 28 2010


Introduction


On July 2021 2010 I joined Dale Stevens and Jack Forrester Southeast Fisheries Science
CentersPascagoula Lab Harvesting Branch aboard the Gear Monitoring Team GMT boat in
Galveston Texas to evaluate compliance with turtle excluder device TED requirements in the
shrimp fishery Dale and Jack began the evaluation inspections on July 19 A special agent from
NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement joined the GMT boat on July 1920 to lead inspections and
a Texas Park and Wildlife Division TPWD enforcement officer also joined the GMT boat on
July 19 Additionally two TPWD law enforcement vessels conducted boardings off Freeport on
July 19 No law enforcement personnel were available for inspections on July 21 so we elected
to conduct voluntary courtesy inspections on this day It is worth noting that prior to these
inspections Dale Stevens conducted a TED workshop on July 7 2010 that was attended by
approximately 90 local fishermen


It was obvious effort in the fleet was significantly reduced in nearshore waters and the potential
effort shift from areas affected by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill has not materialized Many
fishermen continue to work for British Petroleum in oil recovery efforts and at least one boat we
talked to indicated it too would be joining that BPfunded effort due to low shrimp catch rates
off Texas This reduced effort combined with inclement weather on July 21 significantly
affected the scope of this evaluation trip Nonetheless the findings give a clear assessment of
the compliance level within the shrimp fleet in Eastern Texas


1 As GMT personnel requested permission to board a trawler they clearly identified themselves as gear specialists
and not law enforcement and then offered assistance to review and if needed correct TED installation in the
trawlersnets
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Summary of Findings


July 19 inspections off Freeport


MIDNIGHT SUN While angles of two inspected TED grids were good 50 and 53 degrees
respectively the forward horizontal cut of one net only stretched to 60 inches 71 inch
minimum


CAPTAIN BAILEY A weedless TED grid installed in one of the two inspected nets lacked the
required brace bar which resulted in bar spacings of over 5 inches 4inch maximum
Additionally the grid was installed at approximately 70 degrees After extended discussion the
vessel was eventually escorted to port where the catch was seized


PROWLER TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 20 inspections off Galveston


CAPTAIN ANDREW The forward side cuts of two inspected nets were only 16 and 20 inches
respectively 26inch minimum and the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches 71
inch minimum Additionally while the forward side cuts on two other inspected nets aboard
this vessel were sufficient again the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches


GULF SHRIMP TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good The captain
stated he participated in the TED workshop on July 7 2010


DONOVAN TIEN II TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 21 dockside inspections at Freeport


TIFFANY LEANN II En route


to Freeport we observed a bait
shrimper inside western
Galveston Bay north of San
Luis Pass 2908540N95 1111111 1111
08730W The vessel had
recently hauled their net in as a
pile of wet debris was piled up
on the stern no TED was 4


Nobserved in the net While 50


CFR223206d2iiA2 i mv


41


authorizes alternative tow times


iiroef
A01


in lieu of TEDs for bait


shrimpers Texas bait shrimpers
are required to use TEDs
because TPWD does not have 3


an exclusive bait shrimp fishery
license The exemption at 50
CFR223206d2iiA2


2







specifies Is a bait shrimper that retains all live shrimp on board with a circulating seawater
system if it does not possess more than 32 lb 145 kg ofdead shrimp on board if it has a valid
original state bait shrimp license and ifthe state license allows the licensed vessel to
participate in the bait shrimp fishery exclusively


CAPTAIN BILL The escape openings in the two inspected nets would only stretch to 56 inches
71 inch minimum


DECO VII While the forward horizontal cut of the two inspected nets stretched to 70 inches
the escape openings would only stretch to 54 inches 71 inch minimum It is worth noting that
this vessel was boarded by NOAA law enforcement on July 18 who issued a good statement
which read 2 Top Opening TEDS Escape Openings Very Close to 71 image of statement
available upon request Additionally this vessel was cited earlier in the month for fishing in the
oilspill closed area off Louisiana though the deficient escape openings were apparently not
observed


ISLA SOY COMO SOY The escape openings of all four inspected nets only stretched to
between 54 and 59 inches and the forward horizontal cuts would only stretch to 49 inches
Additionally there were signs eg significant wearabrasion of the escape flap along the
posterior edge of the TED grid the escape openings were being tied down during fishing
operations


Discussion


The findings from the limited time spent off Texas were extremely discouraging Even after
almost two decades of required TED use full compliance within the fishery appears low
Results would likely have been even worse had a TED workshop not been conducted
immediately prior to the Texas shrimp season opening


While likely to be controversial it is my opinion that past and current enforcement efforts on
both a state and federal level have not been effective in compelling the shrimp fleet to comply
with TED requirements Since late 2001 the US Coast Guard has admittedly been forced to
pursue higher priority issues at sea This shift away from fishery enforcement activities is
amplified by the lack of any other entity filling the void While NOAA has joint enforcement
agreements JEA with all Gulf coastal states resulting in funding to their conservation law
enforcement agencies to help enforce federal regulations and patrol federal waters the JEA
program apparently results in little benefit to TED compliance in federal waters For instance as
policy TPWD will not patrol in federal waters Likewise Louisiana has yet to even enforce TED
regulations in state waters let alone federal waters As a result TED enforcement activities in
federal waters appear to be largely non existent at least in the western Gulf of Mexico This
lack of compliance due in part to deficient enforcement effort casts serious doubts onto the
actual effectiveness of TEDs in protecting and conserving sea turtle populations and as a result
may require reinitiation of the biological opinion for the shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester
Cc John Mitchell Robert Hoffman David Bernhart


Subject TED refresher course for USCG


Date Thursday July 29 2010 50340 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi guys
It would probably be in our best interest to take Chief Andy Jones USCG


New Orleans up on his offer for a presentation or refresher course
I just reviewed a couple more TED cases they made and noticed some
things It appears they do not measure the leading edge cut at all as
that entry is absent from their TED inspection case data form Plus I
saw an image where they measure the escape opening cut at the very ass
end of the flap the tape was held along the bottom of the webbing flap
not at the bottom of the grid this may or may not have a significant
effect depending on the rest of the cuts but nonetheless its an
incorrect protocol Also they made a violation case for chaffing
webbing but all the images were of the twine used to secure the
perimeter of grid to the trawl It is good that GC is looping us in on
these cases for our opinion as the insight is showing where things are
done improperly
Since the USCG is basically our only asset in federal waters for TED
enforcement we should do whatever we can to fine tune them IMHO
Let me know if you want me to help coordinate a USCG workshop in NO
SER would be happy to run through the regulatory aspects in conjunction
with yall teaching TED installation and inspections I think we can
cover funding if necessary or perhaps get NFWF to fund something more
elaborate like a domestic TED summit
Mike
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From Robert D Stevens


To Michael Barnette


Cc Jack H Forrester John Mitchell Robert Hoffman David Bernhart


Subject Re TED refresher course for USCG


Date Friday July 30 201085522 AM
Attachments Robert D Stevensvcf


Mike
I will set up a visit to the New Orleans training center Monday August
2 nd The thing of measuring the ASS END
or what we call the trailing edge of the flap is consistent with what
fishermen have stated during several boardings we
have conducted this year I guess I have dropped the ball on this one as
it has been some time since I made a visit


to either training center I will work on this next week Could you send
me the pictures and do you think we could
use some of them as an example of what not to do I wouldntwant to
offend or embarrass anyone in the Coast Guard
by using them I have a meeting with fishermen in Biloxi Mississippi at
1000 am this morning to discuss TEDs installation in
skimmer trawls


ASS END I like that it sounds more shrimper like We also conducted a
TED patrol in the recently reopened
waters of Mobile Bay yesterday and only found one boat trawling One TED
was good the other had a steep angle
60degrees we rode by water into Bayou La Batre AL and while very
few vessels had trawl gear onboard
we did observe one vessel with no TEDs and trawls rigged for fishing I
will try and follow up on this vessel and see
what is up with him
ds


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi guys
It would probably be in our best interest to take Chief Andy Jones
USCG New Orleans up on his offer for a presentation or refresher
course I just reviewed a couple more TED cases they made and noticed
some things It appears they do not measure the leading edge cut at
all as that entry is absent from their TED inspection case data
form Plus I saw an image where they measure the escape opening cut
at the very ass end of the flap the tape was held along the bottom of
the webbing flap not at the bottom of the grid this may or may not
have a significant effect depending on the rest of the cuts but
nonetheless its an incorrect protocol Also they made a violation
case for chaffing webbing but all the images were of the twine used
to secure the perimeter of grid to the trawl It is good that GC is
looping us in on these cases for our opinion as the insight is
showing where things are done improperly Since the USCG is basically
our only asset in federal waters for TED enforcement we should do
whatever we can to fine tune them IMHO


Let me know if you want me to help coordinate a USCG workshop in NO
SER would be happy to run through the regulatory aspects in


conjunction with yall teaching TED installation and inspections I
think we can cover funding if necessary or perhaps get NFWF to fund
something more elaborate like a domestic TED summit
Mike
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From Robert D Stevens


To Michael Barnette


Cc Jack H Forrester


Subject Re draft report
Date Friday July 30 201091319 AM
Attachments Robert D Stevensvcf


Mike That looks good to me only the addition of the USCG boarding just
prior to our courtesy boarding on the Delco
VII That last paragraph tells it like it is I may not have to buy that
steak after all when this hits the air


ds


Michael Barnette wrote


Can you guys look this over and let me know if there are any errors or
anything you disagree with
Thanks
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert D Stevens


Cc Jack H Forrester John Mitchell Robert Hoffman David Bernhart


Subject Re TED refresher course for USCG


Date Friday July 30 201092455 AM
Attachments USCG case examoles00t


Michael Barnettevcf


ASS END Jack is just rubbing off on me Think we can get this
description into the Code of Federal Regulations
Attached imagesI just pulled them out of the USCG case package
powerpoint presentationthe incorrect escape opening measurement and
what the USCG identify as chafing gear are from two different cases
FWIW


Thanks for keeping up your monitoring efforts Unfortunately I think
the more we look the more we are going to be upset with what we find
BTW you definitely have that GMT boat pimped out as an awesome boarding
platform Just wish we could take it with us on foreign inspections


Robert D Stevens wrote


Mike
I will set up a visit to the New Orleans training center Monday August
2 nd The thing of measuring the ASS END
or what we call the trailing edge of the flap is consistent with what
fishermen have stated during several boardings we
have conducted this year I guess I have dropped the ball on this one
as it has been some time since I made a visit


to either training center I will work on this next week Could you
send me the pictures and do you think we could
use some of them as an example of what not to do I wouldntwant to
offend or embarrass anyone in the Coast Guard
by using them I have a meeting with fishermen in Biloxi Mississippi
at 1000am this morning to discuss TEDs installation in
skimmer trawls


ASS END I like that it sounds more shrimper like We also conducted a
TED patrol in the recently reopened
waters of Mobile Bay yesterday and only found one boat trawling One
TED was good the other had a steep angle
60degrees we rode by water into Bayou La Batre AL and while very
few vessels had trawl gear onboard
we did observe one vessel with no TEDs and trawls rigged for fishing
I will try and follow up on this vessel and see
what is up with him ds


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi guys
It would probably be in our best interest to take Chief Andy Jones
USCG New Orleans up on his offer for a presentation or refresher
course I just reviewed a couple more TED cases they made and
noticed some things It appears they do not measure the leading edge
cut at all as that entry is absent from their TED inspection case
data form Plus I saw an image where they measure the escape
opening cut at the very ass end of the flap the tape was held along
the bottom of the webbing flap not at the bottom of the grid this
may or may not have a significant effect depending on the rest of the
cuts but nonetheless its an incorrect protocol Also they made a







violation case for chaffing webbing but all the images were of the
twine used to secure the perimeter of grid to the trawl It is good
that GC is looping us in on these cases for our opinion as the
insight is showing where things are done improperly Since the USCG
is basically our only asset in federal waters for TED enforcement we
should do whatever we can to fine tune them IMHO


Let me know if you want me to help coordinate a USCG workshop in NO
SER would be happy to run through the regulatory aspects in


conjunction with yall teaching TED installation and inspections I
think we can cover funding if necessary or perhaps get NFWF to fund
something more elaborate like a domestic TED summit
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Tracy Dunn Hal Robbins Mark Kinsey Duane Smith Robert Hoffman Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester
John Mitchell Alexis Gutierrez Barbara Schroeder


Bcc Eric Hawk Dennis Klemm


Subject Texas TED inspection trip report
Date Friday July 30 2010 101441 AM
Attachments July 2010 Texas TED inspection reportpdf


Michael Barnettevcf


Hi David


Attached is my brief report from last weeks trip to Texas to evaluate
compliance with TED requirements in the shrimp fishery Please let me
know if you want to meet to discuss the findings
Cheers
Mike
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FSER31MCB


MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


MEMORANDUM FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of the East Texas Shrimp Fleets Compliance with
Turtle Excluder Device Requirements


DATE July 28 2010


Introduction


On July 2021 2010 I joined Dale Stevens and Jack Forrester Southeast Fisheries Science
CentersPascagoula Lab Harvesting Branch aboard the Gear Monitoring Team GMT boat in
Galveston Texas to evaluate compliance with turtle excluder device TED requirements in the
shrimp fishery Dale and Jack began the evaluation inspections on July 19 A special agent from
NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement joined the GMT boat on July 1920 to lead inspections and
a Texas Park and Wildlife Division TPWD enforcement officer also joined the GMT boat on
July 19 Additionally two TPWD law enforcement vessels conducted boardings off Freeport on
July 19 No law enforcement personnel were available for inspections on July 21 so we elected
to conduct voluntary courtesy inspections on this day It is worth noting that prior to these
inspections Dale Stevens conducted a TED workshop on July 7 2010 that was attended by
approximately 90 local fishermen


It was obvious effort in the fleet was significantly reduced in nearshore waters and the potential
effort shift from areas affected by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill has not materialized Many
fishermen continue to work for British Petroleum in oil recovery efforts and at least one boat we
talked to indicated it too would be joining that BPfunded effort due to low shrimp catch rates
off Texas This reduced effort combined with inclement weather on July 21 significantly
affected the scope of this evaluation trip Nevertheless the findings give a clear assessment of
the compliance level within the shrimp fleet in Eastern Texas


1 As GMT personnel requested permission to board a trawler they clearly identified themselves as gear specialists
and not law enforcement and then offered assistance to review and if needed correct TED installation in the
trawlersnets
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Summary of Findings


July 19 inspections off Freeport


MIDNIGHT SUN While angles of two inspected TED grids were good 50 and 53 degrees
respectively the forward horizontal cut of one net only stretched to 60 inches 71 inch
minimum


CAPTAIN BAILEY A weedless TED grid installed in one of the two inspected nets lacked the
required brace bar which resulted in bar spacings of over 5 inches 4inch maximum
Additionally the grid was installed at approximately 70 degrees After extended discussion the
vessel was eventually escorted to port where the catch was seized


PROWLER TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 20 inspections off Galveston


CAPTAIN ANDREW The forward side cuts of two inspected nets were only 16 and 20 inches
respectively 26inch minimum and the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches 71
inch minimum Additionally while the forward side cuts on two other inspected nets aboard
this vessel were sufficient again the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches


GULF SHRIMP TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good The captain
stated he participated in the TED workshop on July 7 2010


DONOVAN TIEN II TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 21 dockside inspections at Freeport


TIFFANY LEANN II En route to


Freeport we observed a bait shrimper
inside western Galveston Bay north 4


1
of San Luis Pass 29 08540N95
08730W The vessel had recently


their net in as a pile of wet
debris was piled up on the stern no 11
TED was observed in the net While


50 CFR223206d2iiA2
authorizes alternative tow times in 4
lieu of TEDs for baitshrimpers
Texas bait shrimpers are required to


111


use TEDs because TPWD does not


have an exclusive bait shrimp fishery
license The exemption at 50 CFR
223206d2iiA2
specifies Is a bait shrimper that
retains all live shrimp on board with a circulating seawater system if it does notpossess more
than 32 lb 145 kg ofdead shrimp on board if it has a valid original state bait shrimp license
and ifthe state license allows the licensed vessel to participate in the bait shrimp fishery
exclusively


2







CAPTAIN BILL The escape openings in the two inspected nets would only stretch to 56 inches
71 inch minimum


DELCO VII While the forward horizontal cut of the two inspected nets stretched to 70 inches
the escape openings would only stretch to 54 inches 71 inch minimum It is worth noting that
this vessel was boarded by NOAA law enforcement on July 18 who issued a good statement
which read 2 Top Opening TEDS Escape Openings Very Close to 71 image of statement
available upon request The US Coast Guard also boarded this boat on its way back to the
dock immediately prior to our inspection on July 21 and also cleared its TEDs as acceptable
Additionally this vessel was cited earlier in the month for fishing in the oilspill closed area off
Louisiana though the deficient escape openings were apparently not observed


ISLA SOY COMO SOY The escape openings of all four inspected nets only stretched to
between 54 and 59 inches and the forward horizontal cuts would only stretch to 49 inches
Additionally there were signs eg significant wearabrasion of the escape flap along the
posterior edge of the TED grid the escape openings were being tied down during fishing
operations


Discussion


The findings from the limited time spent off Texas were extremely discouraging Even after
almost two decades of required TED use full compliance within the fishery appears low
Results would likely have been even worse had a TED workshop not been conducted
immediately prior to the Texas shrimp season opening


While likely to be controversial it is my opinion that past and current enforcement efforts on
both a state and federal level have not been effective in compelling the shrimp fleet to comply
with TED requirements Since late 2001 the US Coast Guard has admittedly been forced to
pursue higher priority issues at sea This shift away from fishery enforcement activities is
amplified by the lack of any other entity filling the void While NOAA has joint enforcement
agreements JEA with all Gulf coastal states resulting in funding to their conservation law
enforcement agencies to help enforce federal regulations and patrol federal waters the JEA
program apparently results in little benefit to TED compliance in federal waters For instance as
policy TPWD will not patrol in federal waters Likewise Louisiana has yet to even enforce
TED regulations in state waters let alone federal waters As a result TED enforcement activities
in federal waters appear to be largely non existent at least in the western Gulf of Mexico This
lack of compliance due in part to deficient enforcement effort casts serious doubts onto the
actual effectiveness of TEDs in protecting and conserving sea turtle populations and as a result
may require reinitiation of the biological opinion for the shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn Kinsey
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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From TracvDunn


To Michael Barnette


Subject RE Texas TED inspection trip report
Date Friday July 30 2010 103817 AM


I would very much like to get a copy of the NOM boarding report image


Thanks


Tracy


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenoaaaov
Sent Friday July 30 2010 1015 AM
To David Bernhart


Cc Tracy Dunn Hal Robbins Mark Kinsey Duane Smith Robert Hoffman
Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester John Mitchell Alexis Gutierrez Barbara
Schroeder


Subject Texas TED inspection trip report


Hi David


Attached is my brief report from last weeks trip to Texas to evaluate
compliance with TED requirements in the shrimp fishery Please let me know
if you want to meet to discuss the findings
Cheers
Mike







From Michael Barnette


To TracvDunn


Bcc David Bernhart Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Texas TED inspection trip report
Date Friday July 30 2010 105658 AM
Attachments DELCO VII EARina


Michael Barnettevcf


Attached


TracyDunn wrote
I would very much like to get a copy of the NOAA boarding report image


Thanks


Tracy


Original Message
From Michael Barnette fmailtoMichaelBarnettelhnoaaaov
Sent Friday July 30 2010 1015 AM
To David Bernhart


Cc Tracy Dunn Hal Robbins Mark Kinsey Duane Smith Robert Hoffman
Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester John Mitchell Alexis Gutierrez Barbara
Schroeder


Subject Texas TED inspection trip report


Hi David


Attached is my brief report from last weeks trip to Texas to evaluate
compliance with TED requirements in the shrimp fishery Please let me know
if you want to meet to discuss the findings
Cheers
Mike
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From David Bernhart


To Michael Barnette


Cc Robert Hoffman Jack H Forrester John Mitchell


Subject Re Fwd Re TED inspections
Date Friday July 30 2010 120118 PM


Thanks guys for all your work on this Shrimping is already and


will continue to be under the microscope again so all these efforts
to 1 gather info about compliance and 2 improve compliance are invaluable


While youre working in AL please see what you can do to assess the
skimmer trawls too A quick characterization of their effort vs otter
trawlers would be good even if thats all you can get


Thanks
David


Michael Barnette wrote


Original Message
Subject Re TED inspections
Date Mon 26 Jul 2010 104401 0500
From Robert D Stevens RobertDStevens@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC Jack H ForresterJackHForresternoaagovJohn Mitchell
JohnMitchell@noaagov
References 4C4DA6219080100@noaagov


Mike
Due to several factors we cut the trip short and came back to
Mississippi on Saturday July 24th We were suppose
to go down to Pt Lavaca and do some trainingboardings with TPW
that was canceled by TPW due to Tropical
Storm Bonnie This training is supposed to be rescheduled for the end
of August The shrimp season opened up in Alabama
so we will try to do some boardings over there this week I will work
on some other areas to conduct inspections and
let you know Just for the record we conducted 6 or 7 inspections in
the jetties and dockside on the Bolivar peninsular
Friday July 23 rd with only one minor problem This is an area that
Nick Hopkins and I spent a full day working with
fishermen last year It was good to go back and see everyone had
everything in order


Michael Barnette wrote


Jack


When you get a chance can you scan in your notes and send me a
copy I want to add those details to my report
I gave David my assessment and he is supportive of writing a full
report I have already called Tracy Dunn to give him a headsup of
our findings
David also would like to do more inspections as well to get more
info on the reality of TED compliance As much as I would like to do
boardings off LA I am not sure we can find many boats working due to
the closures and BP offers Let me know when and where yall want to







go next
Cheers
Mike







From Michael Barnette


To Jennifer Lee


Subject opinion stuff
Date Friday July 30 2010 25911 PM
Attachments July 2010 Texas TED inspection reoortodf


Michael Barnettevcf


Attached trip report note the discussion at the end This just went
out today
Here is the applicable emphasis added to one sentence background from
the skimmer trawl emergency rule


BACKGROUND


Over the past several weeks we have been notified of extraordinarily
high numbers of threatened and endangered sea turtles stranded in
Mississippi Sound During the period June 1 through June 21 107 sea
turtle strandings were reported from Mississippi state waters and 16 sea
turtle strandings were reported from Alabama state waters none of which
exhibited any signs of external oiling to indicate effects associated
with the ongoing Deepwater Horizon Spill Event MC252 Of these stranded
sea turtles 112 were Kemps ridley 3 were loggerhead and 1 was a
hawksbill while 8 were unidentifiable as to species Additionally we
continue to receive daily reports of numerous eg 10 20 dead sea
turtles floating in Mississippi Sound that may not be included in totals
reported by the stranding network By comparison the average number of
stranded sea turtles from Mississippi state waters for the entire month
of June averaged less than one turtle over the last 5 years It should
be noted that there is significantly more effort to observe stranded
turtles this year due to the ongoing oil spill event however
strandings are undoubtedly and significantly higher than normal
Considering that strandings represent only a small fraction of actual
mortality these strandings represent a serious impact to the recovery
and survival of the local sea turtle populations


Information from NOAA gear experts indicates that skimmer trawls
currently account for the majority of the shrimp fishery effort within
Mississippi Sound The Mississippi shrimp season opened June 3 while
the Alabama shrimp season is anticipated to open in early July These
vessels typically fish at night and employ alternative tow time
restrictions in lieu of TEDs pursuant to 50 CFR223206d2iiA
The alternative tow time restrictions limit tow times to 55 minutes from


April 1 through October 31 and 75 minutes from November 1 through March
31 Information from NOAA and Mississippi Department of Marine
Resources MDMR enforcement however indicates the skimmer trawl
fishery regularly exceeds these alternative tow time requirements


Due to this unusually high number of sea turtle sightings and strandings
in Mississippi and after discussions with us the MDMR reduced the
allowable tow time for skimmer trawls to 30 minutes effective at 1201


am on June 20 However turtle strandings continued to be reported in
the week following this action Therefore in order to address the issue
immediately we are drafting an emergency ESA rule for Federal Register
publication Specifically we are withdrawing the alternative tow time
restriction at 50 CFR223206d2iiA3and requiring all skimmer
trawls pusherhead trawls and wing nets butterfly trawls rigged for
fishing in state waters from the Louisiana Mississippi state boundary
eastward to the Alabama Florida state boundary to use TEDs in their







nets Section4b7 of the ESA 16 USC 1533b7provides for
issuance of regulations not subject to notice and comment regarding
emergencies posing a significant risk to the well being of listed
species Such regulations may take effect immediately upon filing for
public inspection in the Federal Register and may be effective up to
240 days
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


MEMORANDUM FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of the East Texas Shrimp Fleets Compliance with
Turtle Excluder Device Requirements


DATE July 28 2010


Introduction


On July 2021 2010 I joined Dale Stevens and Jack Forrester Southeast Fisheries Science
CentersPascagoula Lab Harvesting Branch aboard the Gear Monitoring Team GMT boat in
Galveston Texas to evaluate compliance with turtle excluder device TED requirements in the
shrimp fishery Dale and Jack began the evaluation inspections on July 19 A special agent from
NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement joined the GMT boat on July 1920 to lead inspections and
a Texas Park and Wildlife Division TPWD enforcement officer also joined the GMT boat on
July 19 Additionally two TPWD law enforcement vessels conducted boardings off Freeport on
July 19 No law enforcement personnel were available for inspections on July 21 so we elected
to conduct voluntary courtesy inspections on this day It is worth noting that prior to these
inspections Dale Stevens conducted a TED workshop on July 7 2010 that was attended by
approximately 90 local fishermen


It was obvious effort in the fleet was significantly reduced in nearshore waters and the potential
effort shift from areas affected by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill has not materialized Many
fishermen continue to work for British Petroleum in oil recovery efforts and at least one boat we
talked to indicated it too would be joining that BPfunded effort due to low shrimp catch rates
off Texas This reduced effort combined with inclement weather on July 21 significantly
affected the scope of this evaluation trip Nevertheless the findings give a clear assessment of
the compliance level within the shrimp fleet in Eastern Texas


1 As GMT personnel requested permission to board a trawler they clearly identified themselves as gear specialists
and not law enforcement and then offered assistance to review and if needed correct TED installation in the
trawlersnets
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Summary of Findings


July 19 inspections off Freeport


MIDNIGHT SUN While angles of two inspected TED grids were good 50 and 53 degrees
respectively the forward horizontal cut of one net only stretched to 60 inches 71 inch
minimum


CAPTAIN BAILEY A weedless TED grid installed in one of the two inspected nets lacked the
required brace bar which resulted in bar spacings of over 5 inches 4inch maximum
Additionally the grid was installed at approximately 70 degrees After extended discussion the
vessel was eventually escorted to port where the catch was seized


PROWLER TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 20 inspections off Galveston


CAPTAIN ANDREW The forward side cuts of two inspected nets were only 16 and 20 inches
respectively 26inch minimum and the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches 71
inch minimum Additionally while the forward side cuts on two other inspected nets aboard
this vessel were sufficient again the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches


GULF SHRIMP TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good The captain
stated he participated in the TED workshop on July 7 2010


DONOVAN TIEN II TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 21 dockside inspections at Freeport


TIFFANY LEANN II En route to


Freeport we observed a bait shrimper
inside western Galveston Bay north 4


1
of San Luis Pass 29 08540N95
08730W The vessel had recently


their net in as a pile of wet
debris was piled up on the stern no 11
TED was observed in the net While


50 CFR223206d2iiA2
authorizes alternative tow times in 4
lieu of TEDs for baitshrimpers
Texas bait shrimpers are required to


111


use TEDs because TPWD does not


have an exclusive bait shrimp fishery
license The exemption at 50 CFR
223206d2iiA2
specifies Is a bait shrimper that
retains all live shrimp on board with a circulating seawater system if it does notpossess more
than 32 lb 145 kg ofdead shrimp on board if it has a valid original state bait shrimp license
and ifthe state license allows the licensed vessel to participate in the bait shrimp fishery
exclusively


2







CAPTAIN BILL The escape openings in the two inspected nets would only stretch to 56 inches
71 inch minimum


DELCO VII While the forward horizontal cut of the two inspected nets stretched to 70 inches
the escape openings would only stretch to 54 inches 71 inch minimum It is worth noting that
this vessel was boarded by NOAA law enforcement on July 18 who issued a good statement
which read 2 Top Opening TEDS Escape Openings Very Close to 71 image of statement
available upon request The US Coast Guard also boarded this boat on its way back to the
dock immediately prior to our inspection on July 21 and also cleared its TEDs as acceptable
Additionally this vessel was cited earlier in the month for fishing in the oilspill closed area off
Louisiana though the deficient escape openings were apparently not observed


ISLA SOY COMO SOY The escape openings of all four inspected nets only stretched to
between 54 and 59 inches and the forward horizontal cuts would only stretch to 49 inches
Additionally there were signs eg significant wearabrasion of the escape flap along the
posterior edge of the TED grid the escape openings were being tied down during fishing
operations


Discussion


The findings from the limited time spent off Texas were extremely discouraging Even after
almost two decades of required TED use full compliance within the fishery appears low
Results would likely have been even worse had a TED workshop not been conducted
immediately prior to the Texas shrimp season opening


While likely to be controversial it is my opinion that past and current enforcement efforts on
both a state and federal level have not been effective in compelling the shrimp fleet to comply
with TED requirements Since late 2001 the US Coast Guard has admittedly been forced to
pursue higher priority issues at sea This shift away from fishery enforcement activities is
amplified by the lack of any other entity filling the void While NOAA has joint enforcement
agreements JEA with all Gulf coastal states resulting in funding to their conservation law
enforcement agencies to help enforce federal regulations and patrol federal waters the JEA
program apparently results in little benefit to TED compliance in federal waters For instance as
policy TPWD will not patrol in federal waters Likewise Louisiana has yet to even enforce
TED regulations in state waters let alone federal waters As a result TED enforcement activities
in federal waters appear to be largely non existent at least in the western Gulf of Mexico This
lack of compliance due in part to deficient enforcement effort casts serious doubts onto the
actual effectiveness of TEDs in protecting and conserving sea turtle populations and as a result
may require reinitiation of the biological opinion for the shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn Kinsey
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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From Michael Barnette


To Hogan David F OESI


Cc David Bernhart Jack H Forrester Dennis Klemm Eric Hawk Robert Hoffman


Subject Re TEDs discussion at US Mex bilat


Date Monday August 02 201053531 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Tampico and Matamoros perhaps though I am not sure how volatile
Matamoros is right now for gringos We have hit VeracruzAlvarado a lot
in the past and it would appear their fleet is smaller compared to
Tampico
I will be freezing my cojones off in Lake Michigan but Senors Eric or
Bob for comparison sake from last years inspections or Dennis
should be available


Mike


Hogan David F OES wrote
How are things looking for availability for an initial trip to the Gulf
ports maybe the week after they suggested which would put it at the
week of Aug 23 This would give them an additional week to see how
things are shaping up and be in a position to confirm that compliance is
where it should be Also welcome some views on where we should go DFH


David F Hogan
Deputy Director
Office of Marine Conservation


US Dept of State
Ph 1202 647 2335


Fx 1202 736 7350


Original Message
From Alexis Gutierrez mailtoAlexisGutierreznoaaaov
Sent Monday August 02 2010 449 PM
To Brad Wiley
Cc Hogan David F OES Barrows Chris LCDR Michael Barnette David
Bernhart Jack H Forrester
Subject Re TEDs discussion at USMex bilat


Hi Dave and Brad
Do we have a date for this meeting with Mexico yet Cheers A


Brad Wiley wrote


Thanks Dave We did in quire with Mario about the timing of the
opening of the season relative to the dates they are proposing and
while he did not tell us exact dates he did indicate that the seasons


were set to open during the same weeks that they were proposing
re inspection so I think we can infer that they are proposing
inspections within 1 3 days of the opening of the seasons


I have not yet emailed Mario to remind him that we are looking for a
copy of Rigos presentation Would you like me to ask for the start







dates for their shrimp seasons while I am at it Thanks Brad


Hogan David F OES wrote


Brad Thank you very much for the read out I am still waiting for
Mario to confirm the opening dates for each of the fisheries so that


we


can calculate how soon after the openings we should plan to visit I
will be working with NMFS SER and Pascagoula on the scheduling and I
know that they are generally keen to visit only after the fisheries


are


open and the GOM subsequently has the opportunity to conduct their


own


enforcementverification operations prior to our arrival so that the
performance of the fleet can be confirmed before the Section 609
verification gets underway and we spend the to get down there


This


is FYI as I and your SER colleagues will present this to Mario and


his


colleagues once we have the dates and we schedule the meeting in
Washington that the GOM proposed


I again wish to express my regret at any disruption my absence may


have


caused yesterday but it seems like we will not lose any ground on


this


issue Thanks again for your work in coordinating the bilat and


helping


me with this particular issue Maybe I can repay you with an


invitation


to the bilateral TEDs meeting Ill fwd the details as soon as they


are


confirmed Hope everyone has a good weekend and safe travels DFH
David F Hogan
Deputy Director
Office of Marine Conservation


US Dept of State
Ph 1202 647 2335


Fx 1202 736 7350







Original Message
From Brad Wiley mailtoBradWilevanoaaaov Sent Friday July 30
2010 530 PM


To Hogan David F OES
Cc Eric Schwaab Rebecca Lent Barrows Chris LCDR Alexis


Gutierrez


Michael Barnette David Bernhart Jack H Forrester
Subject TEDs discussion at USMex bilat


Dave Greetings I wanted to give you a readout of yesterdaysTEDs
conversation Mexico again expressed their frustration that you or


an


appropriate substitute could not make it to the meeting No


surprises


there The presentation given by Rigoberto was very similar to the
presentation the gave at State during the meeting I attended where
Mexico was attempting to avoid the decertification before it was set


to


go into effect There did appear to be some updated enforcement


numbers


in terms of the number or boats inspected infractions found


penalties


applied and fishing crews trainededucated It did leave the
impression that they were making a substantial effort but we


recognize


the proof will be in the pudding when the season resumes Rigo or


Mario


is supposed to send me a copy of the presentation or a summary of


it


which I will share with you


There were two messages that they asked for our help in passing
along First they are very anxious to hear whether we can
confirmaccept the
dates they recently proposed for new inspections to occur Aug 16 20


on


the Gulf side and Sept 2024 in the Pacific They asked that we


help







them in getting a response ASAP I am not sure what NOAA can do to
expedite your decision on these dates other than to note to you that
Mexico is very eager for some feedback on them


Second Mexico wants to know if there are any additional information
that they can submit aside from the updated inspections and


sanctions


figures they provided in the presentationinsupport of


recertification


We did not provide a response to this question and thought it


best


to refer it back to you and other at NMFS that work on this issue for
your consideration


I will remind Mario of our desire for a copy or summary of the
presentation and forward it along if and when it arrives Thanks


Brad
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Barbara Schroeder Michael Barnette


Subject Fwd Texas TED inspection trip report
Date Monday August 02 201060636 PM
Attachments Texas TED inspection trio reoorteml 631 KBlmsa


Hi David Bob and Mike
Thanks for keeping us in the loop on this and the Skimmer trawl


issue It would be very helpful to us to have a brief call this week to
talk about the TEDs enforcement issues and the skimmer trawl issue so
that we can have sense of where things are going and how we can support
your efforts Would you be available for a call Wednesday afternoon no
more than 30 minutes just to catch up on this Thanks A







From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Tracy Dunn Hal Robbins Mark Kinsey Duane Smith Robert Hoffman Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester
John Mitchell Alexis Gutierrez Barbara Schroeder


Subject Texas TED inspection trip report
Date Friday July 30 2010 101444 AM
Attachments July 2010 Texas TED inspection reoortodf


Michael Barnettevcf


Hi David


Attached is my brief report from last weeks trip to Texas to evaluate
compliance with TED requirements in the shrimp fishery Please let me
know if you want to meet to discuss the findings
Cheers
Mike







TOFD
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


MEMORANDUM FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of the East Texas Shrimp Fleets Compliance with
Turtle Excluder Device Requirements


DATE July 28 2010


Introduction


On July 2021 2010 I joined Dale Stevens and Jack Forrester Southeast Fisheries Science
CentersPascagoula Lab Harvesting Branch aboard the Gear Monitoring Team GMT boat in
Galveston Texas to evaluate compliance with turtle excluder device TED requirements in the
shrimp fishery Dale and Jack began the evaluation inspections on July 19 A special agent from
NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement joined the GMT boat on July 1920 to lead inspections and
a Texas Park and Wildlife Division TPWD enforcement officer also joined the GMT boat on
July 19 Additionally two TPWD law enforcement vessels conducted boardings off Freeport on
July 19 No law enforcement personnel were available for inspections on July 21 so we elected
to conduct voluntary courtesy inspections on this day It is worth noting that prior to these
inspections Dale Stevens conducted a TED workshop on July 7 2010 that was attended by
approximately 90 local fishermen


It was obvious effort in the fleet was significantly reduced in nearshore waters and the potential
effort shift from areas affected by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill has not materialized Many
fishermen continue to work for British Petroleum in oil recovery efforts and at least one boat we
talked to indicated it too would be joining that BPfunded effort due to low shrimp catch rates
off Texas This reduced effort combined with inclement weather on July 21 significantly
affected the scope of this evaluation trip Nevertheless the findings give a clear assessment of
the compliance level within the shrimp fleet in Eastern Texas


1 As GMT personnel requested permission to board a trawler they clearly identified themselves as gear specialists
and not law enforcement and then offered assistance to review and if needed correct TED installation in the
trawlersnets
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Summary of Findings


July 19 inspections off Freeport


MIDNIGHT SUN While angles of two inspected TED grids were good 50 and 53 degrees
respectively the forward horizontal cut of one net only stretched to 60 inches 71 inch
minimum


CAPTAIN BAILEY A weedless TED grid installed in one of the two inspected nets lacked the
required brace bar which resulted in bar spacings of over 5 inches 4inch maximum
Additionally the grid was installed at approximately 70 degrees After extended discussion the
vessel was eventually escorted to port where the catch was seized


PROWLER TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 20 inspections off Galveston


CAPTAIN ANDREW The forward side cuts of two inspected nets were only 16 and 20 inches
respectively 26inch minimum and the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches 71
inch minimum Additionally while the forward side cuts on two other inspected nets aboard
this vessel were sufficient again the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches


GULF SHRIMP TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good The captain
stated he participated in the TED workshop on July 7 2010


DONOVAN TIEN II TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 21 dockside inspections at Freeport


TIFFANY LEANN II En route to


Freeport we observed a bait shrimper
inside western Galveston Bay north 4


1
of San Luis Pass 29 08540N95
08730W The vessel had recently


their net in as a pile of wet
debris was piled up on the stern no 11
TED was observed in the net While


50 CFR223206d2iiA2
authorizes alternative tow times in 4
lieu of TEDs for baitshrimpers
Texas bait shrimpers are required to


111


use TEDs because TPWD does not


have an exclusive bait shrimp fishery
license The exemption at 50 CFR
223206d2iiA2
specifies Is a bait shrimper that
retains all live shrimp on board with a circulating seawater system if it does notpossess more
than 32 lb 145 kg ofdead shrimp on board if it has a valid original state bait shrimp license
and ifthe state license allows the licensed vessel to participate in the bait shrimp fishery
exclusively


2







CAPTAIN BILL The escape openings in the two inspected nets would only stretch to 56 inches
71 inch minimum


DELCO VII While the forward horizontal cut of the two inspected nets stretched to 70 inches
the escape openings would only stretch to 54 inches 71 inch minimum It is worth noting that
this vessel was boarded by NOAA law enforcement on July 18 who issued a good statement
which read 2 Top Opening TEDS Escape Openings Very Close to 71 image of statement
available upon request The US Coast Guard also boarded this boat on its way back to the
dock immediately prior to our inspection on July 21 and also cleared its TEDs as acceptable
Additionally this vessel was cited earlier in the month for fishing in the oilspill closed area off
Louisiana though the deficient escape openings were apparently not observed


ISLA SOY COMO SOY The escape openings of all four inspected nets only stretched to
between 54 and 59 inches and the forward horizontal cuts would only stretch to 49 inches
Additionally there were signs eg significant wearabrasion of the escape flap along the
posterior edge of the TED grid the escape openings were being tied down during fishing
operations


Discussion


The findings from the limited time spent off Texas were extremely discouraging Even after
almost two decades of required TED use full compliance within the fishery appears low
Results would likely have been even worse had a TED workshop not been conducted
immediately prior to the Texas shrimp season opening


While likely to be controversial it is my opinion that past and current enforcement efforts on
both a state and federal level have not been effective in compelling the shrimp fleet to comply
with TED requirements Since late 2001 the US Coast Guard has admittedly been forced to
pursue higher priority issues at sea This shift away from fishery enforcement activities is
amplified by the lack of any other entity filling the void While NOAA has joint enforcement
agreements JEA with all Gulf coastal states resulting in funding to their conservation law
enforcement agencies to help enforce federal regulations and patrol federal waters the JEA
program apparently results in little benefit to TED compliance in federal waters For instance as
policy TPWD will not patrol in federal waters Likewise Louisiana has yet to even enforce
TED regulations in state waters let alone federal waters As a result TED enforcement activities
in federal waters appear to be largely non existent at least in the western Gulf of Mexico This
lack of compliance due in part to deficient enforcement effort casts serious doubts onto the
actual effectiveness of TEDs in protecting and conserving sea turtle populations and as a result
may require reinitiation of the biological opinion for the shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn Kinsey
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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From Michael Barnette


To Hoaan David F OESI


Cc JackHForresterCanoaaaovDavid Bernhart Dennis Klemm Eric Hawk Robert Hoffman John Mitchell


Subject Re TEDs discussion at US Mex bilat


Date Tuesday August 03 201084036 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I believe I am available all next week


Mike


Hogan David F OES wrote
Yes I was considering looking at the northern gulf about a week after
it opens The Mexicans are supposed to be providing specific opening
dates and then my thought was that we would plan to visit the areas not
much earlier than a week after a full opening so that the GOM has the
chance to do their thing first and be in a position to confirm the trips
should happen based on their own findings It wouldntsurprise me if
Mexico decides to open some areas earlier than usual They have
proposed the verification visits for Aug 16 20 on the Gulf side and
Sept 20 24 in the Pacific If those dates correspond to the openings
then the first trip might be the week of Aug 23 for the northern Gulf
Pll let you know once I get hard dates from the Mexicans even though
we probably already have a good sense of when things are likely to kick
off


I am available for late august and early Sept but am working on and
traveling for other stuff Sept 16 Oct 8 I dont know if we can get
everything done before Sept 16 and I am not inclined to rush to do so
but well see how things shake out


The Mexicans are seeking to have a mtg here in DC some time soon maybe
early next week to give us a report on how things have gone so far and
to talk about planning for trips I was thinking that we could
establish a teleconference so that folks in St Pete and Pascagoula
could participate by phone Let me know if there are some timesdays
next week that are better than others for those that would be on the


call Thanks DFH


David F Hogan
Deputy Director
Office of Marine Conservation


US Dept of State
Ph 1202 647 2335


Fx 1202 736 7350


Original Message
From Michael Barnette FinailtoMichaelBarnettenoaaaov1
Sent Monday August 02 2010 646 PM
To JackHForrester@noaagov
Cc Hogan David F OES David Bernhart Dennis Klemm Eric Hawk
Robert Hoffman John Mitchell
Subject Re TEDs discussion at USMex bilat


The Northern GOM opens up at the end of August The boundary ends
south of Veracruz state does not include Campeche Pacific also
opens up later I think Dave was suggesting just an initial northen
Gulf trip in August right Dave







Michael C Barnette


On Aug 2 2010 at 602 PM JackHForrester@noaagov wrote


I think we need to see where the opening are and when before we can
decide where


Jack


Original Message
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Monday August 2 2010 435 pm
Subject Re TEDs discussion at USMex bilat
To Hogan David F OES HoganDF@stategov
Cc David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Jack H Forrester


JackHForrester@noaagov


Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Eric Hawk


EricHawk@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov


Tampico and Matamoros perhaps though I am not sure how volatile
Matamoros is right now for gringos We have hit VeracruzAlvarado a
lot


in the past and it would appear their fleet is smaller compared to
Tampico
I will be freezing my cojones off in Lake Michigan but Senors Eric
or


Bob for comparison sake from last years inspections or Dennis
should be available


Mike


Hogan David F OES wrote


How are things looking for availability for an initial trip to the
Gulf


ports maybe the week after they suggested which would put it at the
week of Aug 23 This would give them an additional week to see how
things are shaping up and be in a position to confirm that


compliance is


where it should be Also welcome some views on where we should go


DFH


David F Hogan
Deputy Director
Office of Marine Conservation


US Dept of State
Ph 1202 647 2335


Fx 1202 736 7350


Original Message







From Alexis Gutierrez


Sent Monday August 02 2010 449 PM
To Brad Wiley
Cc Hogan David F OES Barrows Chris LCDR Michael Barnette
David


Bernhart Jack H Forrester
Subject Re TEDs discussion at USMex bilat


Hi Dave and Brad
Do we have a date for this meeting with Mexico yet Cheers A


Brad Wiley wrote


Thanks Dave We did in quire with Mario about the timing of the
opening of the season relative to the dates they are proposing and


while he did not tell us exact dates he did indicate that the
seasons


were set to open during the same weeks that they were proposing
re inspection so I think we can infer that they are proposing
inspections within 1 3 days of the opening of the seasons


I have not yet emailed Mario to remind him that we are looking for


a


copy of Rigos presentation Would you like me to ask for the


start


dates for their shrimp seasons while I am at it Thanks Brad


Hogan David F OES wrote


Brad Thank you very much for the read out I am still waiting
for


Mario to confirm the opening dates for each of the fisheries so
that


we


can calculate how soon after the openings we should plan to visit


I


will be working with NMFS SER and Pascagoula on the scheduling


and I


know that they are generally keen to visit only after the
fisheries







are


open and the GOM subsequently has the opportunity to conduct their


own


enforcementverification operations prior to our arrival so that
the


performance of the fleet can be confirmed before the Section 609
verification gets underway and we spend the to get down there


This


is FYI as I and your SER colleagues will present this to Mario
and


his


colleagues once we have the dates and we schedule the meeting in
Washington that the GOM proposed


I again wish to express my regret at any disruption my absence may


have


caused yesterday but it seems like we will not lose any ground on


this


issue Thanks again for your work in coordinating the bilat and


helping


me with this particular issue Maybe I can repay you with an


invitation


to the bilateral TEDs meeting Ill fwd the details as soon as


they


are


confirmed Hope everyone has a good weekend and safe travels







DFH


David F Hogan
Deputy Director
Office of Marine Conservation


US Dept of State
Ph 1202 647 2335


Fx 1202 7367350


Original Message
From Brad Wiley Sent Friday July 30
2010 530 PM


To Hogan David F OES
Cc Eric Schwaab Rebecca Lent Barrows Chris LCDR Alexis


Gutierrez


Michael Barnette David Bernhart Jack H Forrester
Subject TEDs discussion at USMex bilat


Dave Greetings I wanted to give you a readout of yesterdays
TEDs


conversation Mexico again expressed their frustration that you
or


an


appropriate substitute could not make it to the meeting No


surprises


there The presentation given by Rigoberto was very similar to
the


presentation the gave at State during the meeting I attended
where


Mexico was attempting to avoid the decertification before it was
set


to


go into effect There did appear to be some updated enforcement


numbers


in terms of the number or boats inspected infractions found


penalties







applied and fishing crews trainededucated It did leave the
impression that they were making a substantial effort but we


recognize


the proof will be in the pudding when the season resumes Rigo or


Mario


is supposed to send me a copy of the presentation or a summary of


it


which I will share with you


There were two messages that they asked for our help in passing
along First they are very anxious to hear whether we can
confirmaccept the
dates they recently proposed for new inspections to occur Aug
16 20


on


the Gulf side and Sept 20 24 in the Pacific They asked that we


help


them in getting a response ASAP I am not sure what NOM can do
to


expedite your decision on these dates other than to note to you
that


Mexico is very eager for some feedback on them


Second Mexico wants to know if there are any additional
information


that they can submit aside from the updated inspections and


sanctions


figures they provided in the presentationinsupport of


recertification


We did not provide a response to this question and thought it







best


to refer it back to you and other at NMFS that work on this issue


for


your consideration


I will remind Mario of our desire for a copy or summary of the
presentation and forward it along if and when it arrives Thanks


Brad
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd Re Additional food for thought and facts for trawling proposal
Date Tuesday August 03 201030250 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Yu p


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mike
Will you please contact LDWF about Roys question Also will you
begin drafting a letter


Original Message
Subject Re Additional food for thought and facts for trawling proposal
Date Tue 03 Aug 2010 140805 0400
From Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough @noaagov Buck Sutter
BuckSutter@noaagov Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov
References


C4CF3FB80A756643BE25F5F55CAC3ABC0B17980C@ ERDML1ERDerddsusacearmymil
C4CF3FB80A756643BE25F5F55CAC3ABC0B17980E@ ERDML1ERDerddsusacearmymil


4C5858619090303@noaagov


Do you know if they have plans to open the area to shrimping in the near
term Go ahead and draft a letter but we need to have some discussions


with LDFW before we send anything


David Bernhart wrote


HiRoy


As you know theres a lot of issues swirling around the Louisiana
emergency berm and its impact on turtles Heres an email from Dena
Dickerson whos the COEs scientist managing the turtle relocation
aspects of the project Weve known that the berm project has
unusually high catch rates of turtles The summary below puts in
perspective just how unprecedentedly high they are compared to all
previous trawling projects


LDWFswebsite shows that the area east and north of the Chandeleurs


remains closed to shrimping The berm projects borrow site is at the
north end of the Chandeleurs If this area reopens to shrimping its
likely that sea turtle takes would occur at this extremely high rate
If theyre using skimmer trawls without TEDs or the
compliancecondition of TEDs in otter trawlers is not good there
could be really significant mortality Gov Jindal recently vetoed the
state bill to allow enforcement of TED regs by LDWF USCG is tied up
in oil spill and NMFS LE doesnt have a real patrol capability
anymore so its unlikely we could control that area with enforcement


I would like to draft a letter to LDWF for your signature relaying
this information from the berm trawling along with our concerns about
impacts to loggerhead turtles from reopening the area to shrimping We







would ask the LDWF to keep that last area closed to shrimping until
the berm related trawling shows a decrease to more normal levels in
the density of turtles in the area Do you support our preparing such
a letter


This is somewhat similar to the issue raised by the petitioners when
they asked to keep Texas waters closed I think this case is notably
different though in that we have specific information confirming
unheard of numbers of turtles in the area and that they may be more
vulnerable than usual to trawl related mortality


Thanks
David


Dickerson Dena D ERDCELMS wrote
All
Below are a few facts that might help as we all move forward with the
trawling proposal and answering questions regarding justification for
the proposal Attached are also 2 documents that provide supporting data
Dena


Construction of the Louisiana coastal barrier berm project has not
been halted The only change that has occurred is that the hopper
dredges working on the east side of the river delta have been
relocated to dredge material from the river instead of from the Hewes
Point borrow site As a result this redirection of the hopper dredges
possibly temporary trawling operations associated with the hopper
dredging activities have been discontinued possibly temporary If
hopper dredging resumes in areas outside the river such as Hewes
Point or St Bernards Shoal then associated trawling operations
would also resume


Historical trawling data for dredging projects since 1995 are
provided in the attached document which was presented to the 2007
World Dredging Congress The trawling data documented during the 9 23
Jul 2010 effort far exceeds trawling results for any other dredging
project since 1995 The only project of similar results was seen in
Cape Canaveral Florida in 1981 during an unusual cold stunning event


Between 1995 2006 11 years 70 trawling relocation projects 44
Gulf 26 Atlantic 1239 turtles relocated 844 turtles Gulf 395
turtles Atlantic CPUE ranged from 001 to 008 turtles per tow
throughout seven geographic subregions for the Gulf and Atlantic
monthly CPUE ranged from 27 to 133 turtles relocated per trawling
project Gulf projects and 20 to 990 turtles relocated per
trawling project Atlantic projects


From 9 23 Jul 2010 15 days Louisiana barrier berm project only a
total of 194 sea turtles 185 loggerheads 8 Kemps ridley 1 green
turtle were captured using 2 trawlers over 584 tows 30minutes per
tow for a CPUE of 033 turtles per tow 129 turtles per day and
194 turtles per trawling project These trawling results far exceed
any other relocation trawling project conducted between 1995 2006 for
any other dredging project throughout the northern Gulf of Mexico or
the US Atlantic coast


State of Louisiana is preparing to open fishing trawling activities
in areas east of the MS River Delta The State of Louisiana currently
does not enforce the use of TEDs on trawl vessels If trawling is







allowed without TEDs enforcement in or near the area of Hewes Point
large numbers of sea turtles will be killed by the trawl fishing


The previous trawling operation at Hewes Point documented an
unusual occurrence of high numbers of large size class sea turtles
It has been speculated that this may have been as a result of the
turtles being pushed away from the oiled areas and in closer to shore
and into clearer waters It would be critical to document the


long term behavior of these animals related to various factors
associated with the overall oil spill oil spill areas berm
construction dredging activities action of being relocated
recovered oil spill areas


If the turtles have been concentrated into areas closer to shore


away from the oiled areas then they will become extremely vulnerable
to fishing activities once these activities resume Efforts to
protect these turtles are extremely important Additional assessments
of these turtles are needed as well as enforcement of TEDs


regulations is critical to protect these increased numbers of turtles
in the fishing zones


Whether the berm construction continues or not assessments are
needed as to whether the turtles utilize the oil impacted areas
similarly to previously tracked turtles from those areas


Dive duration data from telemetry turtles are essential for
interpretation and modeling of aerial survey data collected
throughout the oil spill


From Dickerson Dena D ERDCELMS
Sent Mon822010 808 PM
To eruder@indeconcom simeonhahn@noaagov sheilaobrien@noaagov
Cc Eric Hawk erichawk@noaagov David Bernhart
davidbernhart@noaagov Dickerson Dena D ERDCELMS
Subject Partnering with Lousiana Dept of Wildlife and Fisheries


All
I just talked with Mandy Tumlin with the Louisiana Dept Wildlife and
Fisheries Re


1 her impression of the numbers and sizes of turtles we recently
captured at Hewes Point with respect to their historical data
2 is anyone from the state pursuing assessment of berm impacts on
ESA species or essential fish habitat as stated in the dredging
permit provision
3 does her department have any mechanism for capturing turtles for
tagging studies eg trawling
4 what sizesnumbers of stranded turtles have they found
5 what is happening to the rehabbed turtles they have taken to Audubon
6 are they going to be allowing fishingtrawling to resume innear
the areas we were trawling at Hewes Point
7 is her department aware that trawling innear the Hewes Point area
without enforcement of TEDs will result in large numbers of turtle
mortalities and
8 what are possible opportunities that we could partner interests
for more optimal assessments avenues
1 They seldom get turtles of the larger size classes reported in the
capture data they maintain or in their strandings data They usually
get the smaller juveniles of loggerheads and Kemps







2 3 She does not think they currently have authorization to do any
trawl capture of turtles for studies Therefore they would not be
able to adequately pursue evaluations of ESA species eg sea
turtles as specified by the provisions set in the emergency permit
for the berm construction She was also unaware of any provisions in
the berm permit that addressed potential impacts to essential fish
habitat or ESA species This was news to her
4 they typically get small juveniles of loggerheads and Kemps
5 Audubon has over 140 oil spill related turtles being held that
were recovered via the LA Dept of Wildlife and Fisheries rescue
operations LA Dept of Wildlife and Fisheries is VERY INTERESTED in
putting telemetry packages on however many of those turtles that
would support tags when released They would very much like to
partner with the NRDA efforts if possible to tag these turtles She
is going to get me a breakdown of the sizes of turtles they are
holding Many are going to be too small for the GPS tags but she said
that some would be able to take a GPS tag
6 7 Mandy is checking to find out more of the details abotu when
and where the fishing is to resume It is likely that areas near
Hewes Point will be included Our trawling data will be used to help
guide their efforts They would welcome any additional data we may
obtain


7 Currently there is no enforcement of the TEDS regulation in
Louisiana waters She would welcome any additional funding maybe
through the restoration side to help with this
8 Yes her department would be willing to partner with efforts to
capture turtles utilize already captured turtles and assess the
overall impacts of the oil spill on sea turtles
Her contact info is


Mandy Tumlin sea turtle person for LA Dept Wildlife Fisheries
mtumlin@wlflagovmailtomtumlinawlflaaov
office 985 787 2163


cell 337 962 7092


Myron Fischer Director for LA Dept Wildlife Fisheries Research


Laboratory
Grand Isle LA
Office 985 7872163


Cell 985 258 6006


mfischer@wlflagovmailtomfischerdwlflaaov
This is a potential source of oiledrehabbed turtles for some
telemetry tags Possibly for at least the 5 Kiwi and maybe the 4 SPOT
tags
Dena
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From Robert D Stevens


To Michael Barnette


Cc John Mitchell JACK FORRESTER WENDY TAYLOR


Subject Coast Guard Training Center
Date Tuesday August 03 201030709 PM
Attachments Robert D Stevensvcf


Mike
I talked to Andy today and they are going to be in Pascagoula next week
doing a fisheries class The TED part will be
held on the 10 th after lunch and 11 th in the am I will sit in
on the class to assist with and observe what they are
teaching I dont really think it is a training issue but more of a


not wanting too on the part of a boarding officer
Andy agreed and stated he was going to send out a notice to all the
Sectors to tighten up their efforts when it comes to
conducting TED inspections I have not yet made contact with Charleston
SC but will this afternoon or tomorrow


ds
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From Michael Barnette


To Hoaan David F OESI


Subject TED trips
Date Tuesday August 03 201032907 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Dave


I know you are juggling a lot of stuff but I was wondering if there has
been any planning for TED inspections aside from the August Mexico
trip I know this fall is going to be busy for staff here at SER so if
we can get some tentative dates for expected trips it would be greatly
appreciated
Gracias amigo
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert D Stevens


Cc John Mitchell JACK FORRESTER WENDY TAYLOR
Bcc David Bernhart Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Coast Guard Training Center
Date Tuesday August 03 201033929 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Dale


Thanks for following up on this
I think we should also maybe encourage USCG to modify their boarding
report forms as the current form only has a data entry for the escape
opening measurement So it would appear they are neglecting to measure
the leading edge of the escape hole cut It would be best to have both
measurements recorded yes
Also as food for thought GC noted that case packages sometimes are
unclear in what TED version is being inspected Specifically having a
tick box stating the TED is either a 1 71 inch single cover or 2
56 inch double cover would be helpful because then you immediately know
what the relevant legal minimum measurements are At least that was the
recommendation by GC and it seemed to make sense especially with some
of the chicken scratch observed on some boarding forms
Not sure USCG or other state LE agencies are keen on modifying their
report forms but we can at least give them potentially useful advice
they can either implement or ignore
Cheers
Mike


Robert D Stevens wrote


Mike
I talked to Andy today and they are going to be in Pascagoula next
week doing a fisheries class The TED part will be
held on the 10 th after lunch and 11 th in the am I will sit in
on the class to assist with and observe what they are
teaching I dont really think it is a training issue but more of a


not wanting too on the part of a boarding officer
Andy agreed and stated he was going to send out a notice to all the
Sectors to tighten up their efforts when it comes to
conducting TED inspections I have not yet made contact with
Charleston SC but will this afternoon or tomorrow


ds
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Rov Crabtree Heather Blouah Buck Sutter Robert Hoffman
Bcc John Mitchell


Subject Re Additional food for thought and facts for trawling proposal
Date Tuesday August 03 201040904 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi David


I talked to Marty B and he said the current closed areas from heavy
oiling the red areas on their maps would likely stay that way for a
while and he added probably a good while They have not initiated
sampling or anything like that to get the ball rolling for a request to
lift the closure


More troubling though was that Michelle Pico approached LA DWF
regarding complimentary TEDs for LA skimmer trawls and during the
conference call he mentioned Randy and some others were on it LA DWF
opted to decline the NFWF offer So that definitely makes our job that
tougher especially if we pursue a TED requirement and the NFWF funding
has evaporated at that point
Mike


David Bernhart wrote


I dont know but well ask Well get to work on a draft letter too
Thanks
David


Roy Crabtree wrote
Do you know if they have plans to open the area to shrimping in the
near term Go ahead and draft a letter but we need to have some


discussions with LDFW before we send anything


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Roy


As you know theres a lot of issues swirling around the Louisiana
emergency berm and its impact on turtles Heres an email from Dena
Dickerson whos the COEs scientist managing the turtle relocation
aspects of the project Weve known that the berm project has
unusually high catch rates of turtles The summary below puts in
perspective just how unprecedentedly high they are compared to all
previous trawling projects


LDWFs website shows that the area east and north of the Chandeleurs


remains closed to shrimping The berm projects borrow site is at
the north end of the Chandeleurs If this area reopens to shrimping
its likely that sea turtle takes would occur at this extremely high
rate If theyre using skimmer trawls without TEDs or the
compliancecondition of TEDs in otter trawlers is not good there
could be really significant mortality Gov Jindal recently vetoed
the state bill to allow enforcement of TED regs by LDWF USCG is
tied up in oil spill and NMFS LE doesnt have a real patrol
capability anymore so its unlikely we could control that area with
enforcement


I would like to draft a letter to LDWF for your signature relaying
this information from the berm trawling along with our concerns







about impacts to loggerhead turtles from reopening the area to
shrimping We would ask the LDWF to keep that last area closed to
shrimping until the berm related trawling shows a decrease to more
normal levels in the density of turtles in the area Do you support
our preparing such a letter


This is somewhat similar to the issue raised by the petitioners when
they asked to keep Texas waters closed I think this case is notably
different though in that we have specific information confirming
unheard of numbers of turtles in the area and that they may be more
vulnerable than usual to trawl related mortality


Thanks
David


Dickerson Dena D ERDCELMS wrote
All
Below are a few facts that might help as we all move forward with
the trawling proposal and answering questions regarding
justification for the proposal Attached are also 2 documents that
provide supporting data
Dena


Construction of the Louisiana coastal barrier berm project has
not been halted The only change that has occurred is that the
hopper dredges working on the east side of the river delta have
been relocated to dredge material from the river instead of from
the Hewes Point borrow site As a result this redirection of the


hopper dredges possibly temporary trawling operations associated
with the hopper dredging activities have been discontinued
possibly temporary If hopper dredging resumes in areas outside
the river such as Hewes Point or St BernardsShoal then
associated trawling operations would also resume


Historical trawling data for dredging projects since 1995 are
provided in the attached document which was presented to the 2007
World Dredging Congress The trawling data documented during the
9 23 Jul 2010 effort far exceeds trawling results for any other
dredging project since 1995 The only project of similar results
was seen in Cape Canaveral Florida in 1981 during an unusual cold
stunning event


Between 1995 2006 11 years 70 trawling relocation projects 44
Gulf 26 Atlantic 1239 turtles relocated 844 turtles Gulf 395
turtles Atlantic CPUE ranged from 001 to 008 turtles per tow
throughout seven geographic subregions for the Gulf and Atlantic
monthly CPUE ranged from 27 to 133 turtles relocated per trawling
project Gulf projects and 20 to 990 turtles relocated per
trawling project Atlantic projects


From 9 23 Jul 2010 15 days Louisiana barrier berm project only
a total of 194 sea turtles 185 loggerheads 8 Kemps ridley 1
green turtle were captured using 2 trawlers over 584 tows
30minutes per tow for a CPUE of 033 turtles per tow 129
turtles per day and 194 turtles per trawling project These
trawling results far exceed any other relocation trawling project
conducted between 1995 2006 for any other dredging project
throughout the northern Gulf of Mexico or the US Atlantic coast







State of Louisiana is preparing to open fishingtrawling
activities in areas east of the MS River Delta The State of


Louisiana currently does not enforce the use of TEDs on trawl
vessels If trawling is allowed without TEDs enforcement in or near
the area of Hewes Point large numbers of sea turtles will be
killed by the trawl fishing


The previous trawling operation at Hewes Point documented an
unusual occurrence of high numbers of large size class sea turtles
It has been speculated that this may have been as a result of the
turtles being pushed away from the oiled areas and in closer to
shore and into clearer waters It would be critical to document the


long term behavior of these animals related to various factors
associated with the overall oil spill oil spill areas berm
construction dredging activities action of being relocated
recovered oil spill areas


If the turtles have been concentrated into areas closer to shore


away from the oiled areas then they will become extremely
vulnerable to fishing activities once these activities resume
Efforts to protect these turtles are extremely important
Additional assessments of these turtles are needed as well as


enforcement of TEDs regulations is critical to protect these
increased numbers of turtles in the fishing zones


Whether the berm construction continues or not assessments are
needed as to whether the turtles utilize the oil impacted areas
similarly to previously tracked turtles from those areas


Dive duration data from telemetry turtles are essential for
interpretation and modeling of aerial survey data collected
throughout the oil spill


From Dickerson Dena D ERDCELMS
Sent Mon822010 808 PM
To eruder@indeconcom simeonhahn@noaagov
sheilaobrien@noaagov
Cc Eric Hawk erichawk@noaagov David Bernhart
davidbernhart@noaagov Dickerson Dena D ERDCELMS
Subject Partnering with Lousiana Dept of Wildlife and Fisheries


All
I just talked with Mandy Tumlin with the Louisiana Dept Wildlife
and Fisheries Re


1 her impression of the numbers and sizes of turtles we recently
captured at Hewes Point with respect to their historical data
2 is anyone from the state pursuing assessment of berm impacts on
ESA species or essential fish habitat as stated in the dredging
permit provision
3 does her department have any mechanism for capturing turtles for
tagging studies eg trawling
4 what sizesnumbers of stranded turtles have they found
5 what is happening to the rehabbed turtles they have taken to
Audubon
6 are they going to be allowing fishingtrawling to resume innear
the areas we were trawling at Hewes Point
7 is her department aware that trawling innear the Hewes Point







area without enforcement of TEDs will result in large numbers of
turtle mortalities and
8 what are possible opportunities that we could partner interests
for more optimal assessments avenues
1 They seldom get turtles of the larger size classes reported in
the capture data they maintain or in their strandings data They
usually get the smaller juveniles of loggerheads and Kemps
2 3 She does not think they currently have authorization to do
any trawl capture of turtles for studies Therefore they would not
be able to adequately pursue evaluations of ESA species eg sea
turtles as specified by the provisions set in the emergency permit
for the berm construction She was also unaware of any provisions
in the berm permit that addressed potential impacts to essential
fish habitat or ESA species This was news to her
4 they typically get small juveniles of loggerheads and Kemps
5 Audubon has over 140 oil spill related turtles being held that
were recovered via the LA Dept of Wildlife and Fisheries rescue
operations LA Dept of Wildlife and Fisheries is VERY INTERESTED in
putting telemetry packages on however many of those turtles that
would support tags when released They would very much like to
partner with the NRDA efforts if possible to tag these turtles
She is going to get me a breakdown of the sizes of turtles they are
holding Many are going to be too small for the GPS tags but she
said that some would be able to take a GPS tag
6 7 Mandy is checking to find out more of the details abotu when
and where the fishing is to resume It is likely that areas near
Hewes Point will be included Our trawling data will be used to
help guide their efforts They would welcome any additional data we
may obtain
7 Currently there is no enforcement of the TEDS regulation in
Louisiana waters She would welcome any additional funding maybe
through the restoration side to help with this
8 Yes her department would be willing to partner with efforts to
capture turtles utilize already captured turtles and assess the
overall impacts of the oil spill on sea turtles
Her contact info is


Mandy Tumlin sea turtle person for LA Dept Wildlife Fisheries
mtumlin@wlflagov mailtomtumlinnawlflaaov
office 985 787 2163


cell 337 962 7092


Myron Fischer Director for LA Dept Wildlife Fisheries Research


Laboratory
Grand Isle LA
Office 985 7872163


Cell 985 2586006


mfischer@wlflagovmailtomfischerawlflaaov
This is a potential source of oiledrehabbed turtles for some
telemetry tags Possibly for at least the 5 Kiwi and maybe the 4
SPOT tags
Dena
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From Robert D Stevens


To Michael Barnette


Cc John Mitchell JACK FORRESTER


Subject boarding forms
Date Thursday August 05 201093017 AM
Attachments 71 inch boardina form 505odf


DC boarding form 0505ndf


Robert D Stevensvcf


Mike
Several years ago Georgia DNR requested a boarding form that an officer
would have to fill out on each individual


TED when conducting a boarding At the time this boarding form wasnt
very well received by Law Enf because the
OfficerAgent didnt want another piece of paper to fill out Maybe we
need to revisit this Can we request or insist that
they fill this out and return them to you me or someone each month or
each quarter This would allow us to track
what is being seen in the field as well as track how many boardings are
being conducted I think most officers would
take the measurementsand record them on the form and not just write
down a number without actually taking the
measurement I have attached the two forms take a look at them and let
me know what you think
ds







NMFS TED Enforcement Boarding Forma
71inch TED Opening


Approved for inshore and offshore waters I0


Date Note All measurements are stretched
Dort TED Stbd


Vessel Name lengths excep F 1 2 3 4
Location


O
Minimum Cut Width 71


Officer


Minimum Cut Depth 26


71 when stretched


minimum


Flap Length 24


Olt OD Maximum


i Flap Side Attach 6 Max


from aft edge of grid


CD
TED Frame Angle


it 0 3055 degrees


O
TED ANGLE RULE Whipline


I
Angle of TED frame Trawl


must measure between


s 30 and 55 degrees 1
when hanging 1 1


55 at 1 a9 1
45 pC


10le 30
0


TED FLOAT RULE


All bottom opening TEDs


r N
must have flotation


TRY NET TED EXEMPTION
TED Circumference 1


1 Headrope length must be 120 or more 2 floats
12ft or less and


00
2 ap lengthlen th must be less than 120 1 float 1


15ft or less Q
N


Comments







NMFS TED Enforcement Boarding Form 0


DoubleCover TED Opening 1
Approved for inshore and offshore waters


Date Note All measurements are stretched
Dort TED Stbd


Vessel Name lengths except D F 1 2 3 4
1 Location


O
Minimum Cut Width 56


1 Officer


Minimum Cut Depth 20


C Panel Overlap 15
Maximum


7 Flap Length 24
p Maximum


158 webbing maximum
fA


TED Frame Angle
B 3055


O


TED ANGLE RULE Whipline


I
0


O


Angle of TED frame Trawl


444fra
must measure between


30 and 55 degrees i


2 when hanging i
55 0


Dag


45


I 30
0


TED FLOAT RULE


All bottom opening TEDs
must have flotation


7TRY NET TED EXEMPTION
TED Circumference


1 Headrope length must be 120 or more 2 floats
12ft or less and


00 i2 Footrope length must be less than 120 1 float


15ft or less j


Comments
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From Robert D Stevens


To Michael Barnette


Cc John Mitchell JACK FORRESTER


Subject Re boarding forms
Date Monday August 09 2010 100135 AM
Attachments Robert D Stevensvcf


I was thinking that they would fill one out for all TEDs good or bad
otherwise we could end up with a bunch of
TEDs that was almost good to keep from filling out the paper
ds


Michael Barnette wrote


Dale


I have seen these before sometimes rarely with case packages since
most are USCG I have seen their TED boarding form which is
different I definitely like the idea and thought NOAA LE was to
complete these when submitting a case package I suspect they would
not fill them out if they boarded a good trawler so we wont have a
real idea of total inspections We need to push this point though as
we wont have any idea of compliance within the fleet Unless we keep
doing our own evaluations and I dont think LE likes that idea
either


Mike


Robert D Stevens wrote


Mike
Several years ago Georgia DNR requested a boarding form that an
officer would have to fill out on each individual TED when conducting
a boarding At the time this boarding form wasnt very well received
by Law Enf because the
OfficerAgent didnt want another piece of paper to fill out Maybe
we need to revisit this Can we request or insist that
they fill this out and return them to you me or someone each month
or each quarter This would allow us to track
what is being seen in the field as well as track how many boardings
are being conducted I think most officers would
take the measurementsand record them on the form and not just write
down a number without actually taking the
measurement I have attached the two forms take a look at them and
let me know what you think
ds
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From John Mitchell


To Michael Barnette


Cc Robert D Stevens JACK FORRESTER


Subject Re boarding forms
Date Monday August 09 2010 100605 AM
Attachments JohnMitchellvcf


Mike Do you have a moment this morning to talk with us this morning


Michael Barnette wrote


Dale


I have seen these before sometimes rarely with case packages since
most are USCG I have seen their TED boarding form which is
different I definitely like the idea and thought NOAA LE was to
complete these when submitting a case package I suspect they would
not fill them out if they boarded a good trawler so we wont have a
real idea of total inspections We need to push this point though as
we wont have any idea of compliance within the fleet Unless we keep
doing our own evaluations and I dont think LE likes that idea
either


Mike


Robert D Stevens wrote


Mike
Several years ago Georgia DNR requested a boarding form that an
officer would have to fill out on each individual TED when conducting
a boarding At the time this boarding form wasnt very well received
by Law Enf because the
OfficerAgent didnt want another piece of paper to fill out Maybe
we need to revisit this Can we request or insist that
they fill this out and return them to you me or someone each month
or each quarter This would allow us to track
what is being seen in the field as well as track how many boardings
are being conducted I think most officers would
take the measurementsand record them on the form and not just write
down a number without actually taking the
measurement I have attached the two forms take a look at them and
let me know what you think
ds
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert D Stevens


Cc John Mitchell JACK FORRESTER


Subject Re boarding forms
Date Monday August 09 2010 100734 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Well you saw what happened in Texas I dont recall seeing TED
boarding forms just those yellow enforcement action reports


Robert D Stevens wrote


I was thinking that they would fill one out for all TEDs good or bad
otherwise we could end up with a bunch of
TEDs that was almost good to keep from filling out the paper
ds


Michael Barnette wrote


Dale


I have seen these before sometimes rarely with case packages
since most are USCG I have seen their TED boarding form which is
different I definitely like the idea and thought NOAA LE was to
complete these when submitting a case package I suspect they would
not fill them out if they boarded a good trawler so we wont have
a real idea of total inspections We need to push this point though
as we wont have any idea of compliance within the fleet Unless we
keep doing our own evaluations and I dont think LE likes that idea
either


Mike


Robert D Stevens wrote


Mike
Several years ago Georgia DNR requested a boarding form that an
officer would have to fill out on each individual TED when


conducting a boarding At the time this boarding form wasntvery
well received by Law Enf because the
OfficerAgent didnt want another piece of paper to fill out Maybe
we need to revisit this Can we request or insist that
they fill this out and return them to you me or someone each month
or each quarter This would allow us to track
what is being seen in the field as well as track how many boardings
are being conducted I think most officers would
take the measurementsand record them on the form and not just
write down a number without actually taking the
measurement I have attached the two forms take a look at them and
let me know what you think
ds
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Live turtle from shrimp trawl
Date Monday August 09 2010 104725 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


OK I just noticed the dates too
Thanks


David Bernhart wrote


This was all in the context of the increased enforcement of shrimp
fishing


Michael Barnette wrote


No Is this a shrimp skimmer trawl or oil skimmer
Thanks
Mike


David Bernhart wrote


Did I already share this with you


Original Message
Subject Fwd Live turtle from shrimp trawl
Date Sun 20 Jun 2010 100727 0400
From WendyTeas@noaagov
To SheryanEpperly@noaagov DavidBernhart@noaagov
MarkKinsey@noaagov
CC BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov


More info on the skimmer trawl captured turtle If turtle was
comatose after 40 min I wonder if the 30 min tow time will make
much of a difference


Subject
Live turtle from shrimp trawl
From


T Todd Jones ToddJones@noaagov
Date


Sun 20 Jun 2010 014201 0500
To


Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagovWendy Teas
WendyTeas@noaagov


To


Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Wendy Teas
WendyTeas@noaagov
CC


yonat swimmer YonatSwimmer@noaagov Shawn Murakawa


ShawnMurakawa@noaagov Karen Mitchell KarenMitchell@noaagov


Dear BarbaraWendy







I have received the coordinates from the marine patrol for the
location of the shrimp boat when it was boarded They are in
decimal N 30368 W 88958 The marine patrol officers said that
the captain of the boat claimed he only had the nets in the water
for 40 minutes on that particular drag The turtle was lifeless when
the officers found it and they said they performed resuscitation on
it held the back end up and pressed on the shell for 30 minutes
When we received the turtle at the Ocean Springs dock more than an
hour later it was very active and responsive The officer that is
writing the report has not been back in since the confiscation of
the animal He is back on duty this Tuesday and we can contact him
at 5pm for any followup questions on the vessel net etc


We will follow up on the status of the turtle at IMMS accordingly


Kind regards
Todd
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Alexis Gutierrez John Mitchell


Subject Fwd RE Mexico TED inspection DC meeting
Date Monday August 09 201023033 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FYI


Original Message
Subject RE Mexico TED inspection DC meeting
Date Mon 09 Aug 2010 135607 0400
From Hogan David F OES HoganDF@stategov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC Jack H ForresterJackHForresternoaagov
References 4C603AA57030503@noaagov


Good afternoon Mike Were still waiting for the Mexicans to get back
to us on scheduling the meeting We also heard from our Embassy in
Mexico City that while CONAPESCA will be seeking verification trips as
early as possible in reality the GOM would like some time to conduct
their own verifications before we get down there so that looks like it
might be aligning well My thought was similar to yours in that if we
could do one visit that would be good but if not then a trip to the
Gulf side before the end of the FY and one to the Pacific in Oct might
be another option I will let you know when we hear back from the
Mexicans on the meeting and will work with you and others down there to
find the best time to get folks on the phone for that meeting


On certification youre correct were focused on a national rather
than fishery specific certification and will be and have been
encouraging the GOM in that direction


On your earlier question I regret that I havent had the opportunity to
think carefully about scheduling beyond Mexico though I will try to
come up with some nominal ideas when possible DFH


David F Hogan
Deputy Director
Office of Marine Conservation


US Dept of State
Ph 1202 647 2335


Fx 1202 736 7350


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnetteTnoaaaov
Sent Monday August 09 2010 128 PM
To Hogan David F OES
Cc Jack H Forrester


Subject Mexico TED inspection DC meeting


Hi Dave


Hope all is well I just wanted to touch base with you about the
potential DC meeting Has a date been set and if so do you suspect
you wantneed NOAA folks there
Also have there been any developments with a Mexico visit Things are







getting pretty hectic here so if it looks like an early visit will
occur please let us know ASAP so we can make sure we can support the
trip staffwise I understand there is significant desire from Mexico
to do inspections early and to possibly do multiple inspections but I
think our position is that if its at all possible a single visit
conducted after all fisheries are actively working is the best option
I dont think DOS would offer partial recertification so any change in
Mexicos status would not occur until all inspections are conducted
anyway yes Also as David Bernhart mentioned our funding will limit
us to one trip before October 1
Regardless please let me know what is ultimately planned
Cheers
Mike
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From David Bernhart


To Roy Crabtree


Cc Heather Blouah Buck Sutter Linda Atwell Michael Barnette Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd Texas TED inspection trip report
Date Wednesday August 11 201024319 PM


Hi Roy
PR staff contacted me about rescheduling this meeting with Alan and Jim
for the 25th Your schedule looks open can I let them know that works
for you Also do you want a pre meeting with us andor SE enforcement
DB


Roy Crabtree wrote
I could probably call in in the afternoon sometime Let me know and I
can try
David Bernhart wrote


Hi Roy


I mentioned in the ARA meeting last week that Mikes observations on
TED enforcementcompliance at the Texas opening were not particularly
good He documented his trip in the attached memo Mike shared the
memo with OLESE GCEL Pascagoula and FPR
I met with Tracy and Otha on Monday Their message was that theyre
doing what they can with available resources which dont support
patrol activities by NMFS agencts the USCG is a weak partner and
the JEA partnerships are imperfect


Meanwhile FPR staff brought Mikes memo to Jim Leckys attention
Jim wants to have a meeting with Alan R to discuss his concerns
about TED compliance A meeting was proposed for tomorrow but I
said I hadnt even had a chance to speak with you about this yet and
you werent available tomorrow anyway You would definitely want to
be involved in such a meeting correct


DB


Original Message
Subject Texas TED inspection trip report
Date Fri 30 Jul 2010 101441 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagov
Organization NOAA
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Tracy Dunn TracyDunnnoaagovHal Robbins
HalRobbins@noaagov Mark Kinsey MarkKinsey@noaagov Duane


Smith DuaneSmith@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov Robert D Stevens


RobertDStevensnoaagovJack H Forrester
JackHForrester@noaagov John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierreznoaagovBarbara Schroeder
BarbaraSchroedernoaagov


Hi David


Attached is my brief report from last weeks trip to Texas to
evaluate compliance with TED requirements in the shrimp fishery
Please let me know if you want to meet to discuss the findings







Cheers
Mike







From Roy Crabtree


To David Bernhart


Cc Heather Blouah Buck Sutter Linda Atwell Michael Barnette Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd Texas TED inspection trip report
Date Wednesday August 11 201033126 PM


Yes and yes with PR and SELE


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Roy
PR staff contacted me about rescheduling this meeting with Alan and
Jim for the 25th Your schedule looks open can I let them know that
works for you Also do you want a pre meeting with us andor SE
enforcement
DB


Roy Crabtree wrote
I could probably call in in the afternoon sometime Let me know and
I can try
David Bernhart wrote


Hi Roy


I mentioned in the ARA meeting last week that Mikes observations on
TED enforcementcompliance at the Texas opening were not
particularly good He documented his trip in the attached memo
Mike shared the memo with OLESE GCEL Pascagoula and FPR
I met with Tracy and Otha on Monday Their message was that theyre
doing what they can with available resources which dont support
patrol activities by NMFS agencts the USCG is a weak partner and
the JEA partnerships are imperfect


Meanwhile FPR staff brought Mikes memo to Jim Leckys attention
Jim wants to have a meeting with Alan R to discuss his concerns
about TED compliance A meeting was proposed for tomorrow but I
said I hadnt even had a chance to speak with you about this yet and
you werent available tomorrow anyway You would definitely want to
be involved in such a meeting correct


DB


Original Message
Subject Texas TED inspection trip report
Date Fri 30 Jul 2010 101441 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Hal Robbins


HalRobbins@noaagov Mark Kinsey MarkKinsey@noaagov Duane


Smith DuaneSmithnoaagovRobert Hoffman
RobertHoffmannoaagovRobert D Stevens
RobertDStevensnoaagovJack H Forrester
JackHForrester@noaagov John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov







Hi David


Attached is my brief report from last weeks trip to Texas to
evaluate compliance with TED requirements in the shrimp fishery
Please let me know if you want to meet to discuss the findings
Cheers
Mike







From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Hot topics request due COB 816
Date Wednesday August 11 201033646 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Will do


BTW have you seen this Maybe not so hot a topic now


STRPs Request for Law Enforcement Has Good Results in Texas


For Immediate Release August 5th 2010
Contact Carole Allen Gulf Director Sea Turtle Restoration Project
Houston Texas 281 444 0564 carole@seaturtlesorg
Teri Shore Program Director Sea Turtle Restoration Project
415 663 8590 ext 104 tshore@tirnnet cell 707 583 4428


Ever since the BP oil spill stopped shrimp fishing in Louisiana
Alabama Mississippi and Florida concern grew that hundreds of idle
shrimp boats would travel to Texas in July They would take advantage of
the end of the annual two month state and federal shrimping closure when
fishing is banned so shrimp can grow to more profitable sizes The
thought of hundreds of extra boats in Texas waters prompted the Sea
Turtle Restoration Project STRP to ask for more law enforcement in
both state and federal waters when the shrimping season opened Many
requests were made through the STRP website Although turtle excluder
devices TEDs are required on shrimp trawls by federal law only a few
boats without TEDs or with ones improperly installed are deadly for sea
turtles that are caught and drowned


As requested there were increased numbers of law enforcement officers
and vessels from Texas Parks and Wildlife National Marine Fisheries
Service and the Coast Guard when the shrimping season opened at sundown
on July 15 In addition a LightHawk plane with Sea Turtle Restoration
Project staff flew over the shrimp fleet from the Sabine Pass to south
of Corpus Christi One shrimp boat was found fishing before the opening
of the season and a report was made quickly to a NOAA law enforcement
officer A number of outofstate boats were seen but not the large
number that might have come from eastern Gulf states


The good news is that no stranded sea turtles were reported on the
Upper Texas Coast during the first week of the shrimping season said
Carole Allen Gulf Office Director for STRP The increased surveillance
may also have stopped a deadly pattern of Kemps ridley deaths which
began in April


Forty dead Kemps ridleys were found on the Upper Texas Coast between
April 11 and May 22 according to information from the Sea Turtle
Stranding and Salvage Network at the Padre Island National Seashore
Many showed no injuries or abnormalities indicating their death was
likely due to drowning in a shrimp trawl net An additional seven were
found dead during the last three weeks of the shrimping closure when
there should have been no fishing at all


Less than 20 dead or injured sea turtles of all species were found on
the entire Texas coast Between July 11 and 24 which includes the first
10 days of the shrimping season None of them were Kemps ridleys the
most endangered of all the species


When thanked for the states response to STRPs request for more law
enforcement Mike Ray of Texas Parks and Wildlife answered By the way
the heavy patrolling continues







THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO JOINED STRP ASKING FOR MORE LAW ENFORCEMENT IN


TEXAS WATERS


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mike
Will you please develop a paragraph about the NOI over shrimping and
the request to close Texas


Laura any east TX west LA hot topics


Original Message
Subject Fwd Hot topics request due COB 816
Date Wed 11 Aug 2010 103938 0400
From Jennifer Moore JenniferMoore@noaagov
ReplyTo JenniferMoore@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Phil Steele PhilSteele@noaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhart@noaagov Miles Croom MilesCroom@noaagov
CC Buck Sutter BuckSutter@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov


All
While Heather is on leave I will be handling Hot Topics requests
See the request below Unfortunately we do not have a relatively
current version for the area to work from Please forward me your
responses by COB Friday Aug 13 and let me know if you have any questions
Thanks
Jennifer


Original Message
Subject Hot topics request due COB 816
Date Wed 11 Aug 2010 092133 0400
From Michelle Magliocca MichelleMagliocca@noaagov
To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Buck Sutter


BuckSutter@noaagov Bonnie Ponwith BonniePonwith@noaagov Theo
Brainerd TheoBrainerd@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Samuel Rauch
SamuelRauch@noaagov Jennifer Schull JenniferSchull@noaagov
Steve Murawski SteveMurawski@noaagov
References 4C62A2E64000201@noaagov


Good Morning


Dr Lubchenco will be traveling to the HoustonGalveston area August
29September 2 to visit the Flower Garden Banks National Marine
Sanctuary the NMFS Galveston Lab the Houston Galveston Weather
Forecast Office and the Port of Houston


Please send me any hot topic items related to these offices or the
area that would be pertinent to this trip by COB Monday August 16


Thanks
Michelle on detail for Katie Nichols


Michelle Magliocca on detail
Congressional Affairs Specialist







Office of the Assistant Administrator


NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway Room 14541
Silver Spring MD 20910
301 713 2239 x 227


PLEASE NOTE I am currently on a Developmental Assignment as the
Assistant Deputy Regional Administrator for Strategic Planning
If you need assistance with anything related to Acropora please contact
Bob Hoffman roberthoffman@noaagov or Sarah Heberling sarahheberling
If you need assistance with anything related to the ESA Status Review of 82 Species of Corals
please contact Lance Smith lancesmith@noaagov or Marta Nammack martanammack@noaagov


Jennifer Ann Moore


Assistant Deputy Regional Administrator
for Strategic Planning


NOAA Fisheries Service


Southeast Region
263 13th Ave S


Saint Petersburg FL 33701
7275515797 office
7278245309 fax
jennifermoore@noaagov


To those who sacrificed careers of adventure in the wide open spaces to wrestle for conservation in the policy
arena
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Hot topics request due COB 816
Date Wednesday August 11 201035932 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Here is my first shot I kept it focused just on the petition to extend
the seasonal closure and not the NOI for reinitiation to keep it focused
on Texas


On July 14 2010 environmental groups Turtle Island Restoration Network
TIRN and Center for Biological Diversity CBD petitioned NMFS for an
emergency extension of the annual May 15 July 15 shrimp fishery seasonal
closure in Federal waters off Texas for a period of no less than 60
days Both TIRN and CBD were concerned about the direct impacts of the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill event on sea turtle populations combined
with the potential indirect effects of increased sea turtle bycatch due
to additional fishing effort from Louisiana Mississippi and Alabama
shrimp fishermen who may be displaced due to oil contaminated water in
those states The groups felt the potential combination of these
threats warranted further evaluation prior to opening the shrimp season
off Texas Action alerts from the two groups resulted in numerous
comments submitted to NMFS in June 2010 NMFS law enforcement worked


with colleagues from Texas Parks and Wildlife and the US Coast Guard
to increase patrols to insure compliance with turtle excluder device
requirements during the opening of the Texas shrimp season


Mike


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mike
Will you please develop a paragraph about the NOI over shrimping and
the request to close Texas


Laura any east TX west LA hot topics


Original Message
Subject Fwd Hot topics request due COB 816
Date Wed 11 Aug 2010 103938 0400
From Jennifer Moore JenniferMoore@noaagov
ReplyTo JenniferMoore@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Phil Steele PhilSteele@noaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhart@noaagov Miles Croom MilesCroom@noaagov
CC Buck Sutter BuckSutter@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov


All
While Heather is on leave I will be handling Hot Topics requests
See the request below Unfortunately we do not have a relatively
current version for the area to work from Please forward me your
responses by COB Friday Aug 13 and let me know if you have any questions
Thanks
Jennifer


Original Message
Subject Hot topics request due COB 816
Date Wed 11 Aug 2010 092133 0400
From Michelle Magliocca MichelleMagliocca @noaagov
To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Buck Sutter







BuckSutter@noaagov Bonnie Ponwith BonniePonwith@noaagov Theo
Brainerd TheoBrainerd@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Samuel Rauch
SamuelRauch@noaagov Jennifer Schull JenniferSchull@noaagov
Steve Murawski SteveMurawski@noaagov
References 4C62A2E64000201@noaagov


Good Morning


Dr Lubchenco will be traveling to the HoustonGalveston area August
29September 2 to visit the Flower Garden Banks National Marine
Sanctuary the NMFS Galveston Lab the Houston Galveston Weather
Forecast Office and the Port of Houston


Please send me any hot topic items related to these offices or the
area that would be pertinent to this trip by COB Monday August 16


Thanks
Michelle on detail for Katie Nichols


Michelle Magliocca on detail
Congressional Affairs Specialist
Office of the Assistant Administrator


NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway Room 14541
Silver Spring MD 20910
301 713 2239 x 227


PLEASE NOTE I am currently on a Developmental Assignment as the
Assistant Deputy Regional Administrator for Strategic Planning
If you need assistance with anything related to Acropora please contact
Bob Hoffman roberthoffman@noaagov or Sarah Heberling sarahheberling
If you need assistance with anything related to the ESA Status Review of 82 Species of Corals
please contact Lance Smith lancesmith@noaagov or Marta Nammack martanammack@noaagov


Jennifer Ann Moore


Assistant Deputy Regional Administrator
for Strategic Planning


NOAA Fisheries Service


Southeast Region
263 13th Ave S


Saint Petersburg FL 33701
7275515797 office
7278245309 fax
jennifermoore@noaagov


To those who sacrificed careers of adventure in the wide open spaces to wrestle for conservation in the policy
arena
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From Michael Barnette


To Jennifer Moore


Subject Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Hot topics request due COB816
Date Wednesday August 11 201045441 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I think DB mentioned you are covering these for Heather


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd Fwd Hot topics request due COB 816
Date Wed 11 Aug 2010 155932 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
References 4C62FA079020004@noaagov


Here is my first shot I kept it focused just on the petition to extend
the seasonal closure and not the NOI for reinitiation to keep it focused
on Texas


On July 14 2010 environmental groups Turtle Island Restoration Network
TIRN and Center for Biological Diversity CBD petitioned NMFS for an
emergency extension of the annual May 15 July 15 shrimp fishery seasonal
closure in Federal waters off Texas for a period of no less than 60
days Both TIRN and CBD were concerned about the direct impacts of the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill event on sea turtle populations combined
with the potential indirect effects of increased sea turtle bycatch due
to additional fishing effort from Louisiana Mississippi and Alabama
shrimp fishermen who may be displaced due to oil contaminated water in
those states The groups felt the potential combination of these
threats warranted further evaluation prior to opening the shrimp season
off Texas Action alerts from the two groups resulted in numerous
comments submitted to NMFS in June 2010 NMFS law enforcement worked


with colleagues from Texas Parks and Wildlife and the US Coast Guard
to increase patrols to insure compliance with turtle excluder device
requirements during the opening of the Texas shrimp season


Mike


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mike
Will you please develop a paragraph about the NOI over shrimping and
the request to close Texas


Laura any east TX west LA hot topics


Original Message
Subject Fwd Hot topics request due COB 816
Date Wed 11 Aug 2010 103938 0400
From Jennifer Moore JenniferMoore@noaagov
ReplyTo JenniferMoore@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Phil Steele PhilSteele@noaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhart@noaagov Miles Croom MilesCroom@noaagov
CC Buck Sutter BuckSutter@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov


All







While Heather is on leave I will be handling Hot Topics requests
See the request below Unfortunately we do not have a relatively
current version for the area to work from Please forward me your
responses by COB Friday Aug 13 and let me know if you have any questions
Thanks
Jennifer


Original Message
Subject Hot topics request due COB 816
Date Wed 11 Aug 2010 092133 0400
From Michelle Magliocca MichelleMagliocca@noaagov
To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Buck Sutter


BuckSutter@noaagov Bonnie Ponwith BonniePonwith@noaagov Theo
Brainerd TheoBrainerd@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Samuel Rauch
SamuelRauch@noaagov Jennifer Schull JenniferSchull@noaagov
Steve Murawski SteveMurawski@noaagov
References 4C62A2E64000201@noaagov


Good Morning


Dr Lubchenco will be traveling to the HoustonGalveston area August
29September 2 to visit the Flower Garden Banks National Marine
Sanctuary the NMFS Galveston Lab the Houston Galveston Weather
Forecast Office and the Port of Houston


Please send me any hot topic items related to these offices or the
area that would be pertinent to this trip by COB Monday August 16


Thanks
Michelle on detail for Katie Nichols


Michelle Magliocca on detail
Congressional Affairs Specialist
Office of the Assistant Administrator


NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway Room 14541
Silver Spring MD 20910
301 713 2239 x 227


PLEASE NOTE I am currently on a Developmental Assignment as the
Assistant Deputy Regional Administrator for Strategic Planning
If you need assistance with anything related to Acropora please contact
Bob Hoffman roberthoffman@noaagov or Sarah Heberling sarahheberling
If you need assistance with anything related to the ESA Status Review of 82 Species of Corals
please contact Lance Smith lancesmith@noaagov or Marta Nammack martanammack@noaagov


Jennifer Ann Moore


Assistant Deputy Regional Administrator
for Strategic Planning


NOAA Fisheries Service


Southeast Region
263 13th Ave S


Saint Petersburg FL 33701
7275515797 office
7278245309 fax
jennifermoore@noaagov







To those who sacrificed careers of adventure in the wide open spaces to wrestle for conservation in the policy
arena
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert Hoffman David Bernhart Dennis Klemm Eric Hawk Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester John
Mitchell


Subject BP and fake fishermen


Date Thursday August 12 201093025 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


The threat of the fake fishermen How BP may be paying out millions in
oil spill compensation to fraudsters
By Mail Foreign Service
Last updated at 1155 AM on 12th August 2010
BP could be paying millions in compensation to fake fishermen it has
been revealed


So far BP has paid 308million to those whose livelihood has been
threatened by the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico
But to receive compensation fishermen must display a valid fishing
licence and applications for such licenses have spiked by nearly 60
per cent despite most fishing grounds being closed by the disaster
Three people suspected of abusing the system have been arrested in the
past week in the US but there are fears there could be many more
such fraudsters at work


One genuine fisherman even told reporters of being approached by two men
who asked him to sign documents for them showing that they had worked
for him


He said he refused but told the BBC that other captains have been
offered thousands to sign similar such documents vouching for fraudsters
trying to claim compensation
The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries LDWF has sold 2200
licenses since the spill Lt Col Jeff Mayne of the LDWF Law Enforcement
Division told the BBC today
Originally BP was paying to cheques to just anybody who had a licence
and that may have spurred some of the fraud he said
There were no real checks and balances on whether they were they really
commercial fishermen


I would like to say Im surprised but Im not Its a lot easier to go
and steal a resource than to rob a bank


BP has admitted it is likely that its compensation scheme is being
abused by fraudsters
The company claimed it has set up verification centres examining several
hundred cases and vowed it will catch anyone who milked the system
A spokesman said that up to ten per cent of compensation cases after any
given disaster could be viewed as fraudulent


Read more


httwwwdailvmailcouknewsworldnewsarticle 1302463How BPpaving millions oilsnill
comnensation fraudsters html ixzz0wOk3m5Ka
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart Robert Hoffman John Mitchell Tracy Dunn Otha Easley Duane Smith
Cc Roy Crabtree Linda Atwell Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester


Subject TED enforcementcompliance
Date Thursday August 12 201025113 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Importance High


Roy requested a prebrief for a meeting with Jim Lecky and Alan
Risenhoover on August 25 regarding TED enforcementcompliance
I checked Oracle calendar for 10301130 on August 25 and did not see
any conflicts If your calendar is not accurate please let me know if
this timedate presents a conflict
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Subject Re TED enforcementcompliance
Date Thursday August 12 201040305 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


If you can rally the guys I can call you up if you know where yall
will be listening in


John Mitchell wrote


Mike Im good for this time Ill keep an eye out for a call in
number JM


Michael Barnette wrote


The following meeting has been added to your Agenda


Proposed by Michael Barnette
Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title TED enforcementcompliance
Wednesday August 25 2010
Time 1030 am to 1130 am EST5EDT
Location Roy Crabtreesoffice


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite
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From Michael Barnette


To Linda Atwell


Cc David Bernhart Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re TED enforcementcompliance
Date Thursday August 12 201041853 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I am not sure when the HQ call is but hopefully its in the afternoon
I have cced David and Alexis to see if the time for that meeting has
been firmed up
Mike


Linda Atwell wrote


Hi Mike
Roys calendar is up to date and Ive confirmed the meeting for him
Is this meeting just the prebrief or is it a prebrief and then
straight into the meeting with Jim Lecky and Alan Risenhoover Or
will that be scheduled for a later time


Thanks
Linda


Michael Barnette wrote


Roy requested a prebrief for a meeting with Jim Lecky and Alan
Risenhoover on August 25 regarding TED enforcementcompliance
I checked Oracle calendar for 10301130 on August 25 and did not
see any conflicts If your calendar is not accurate please let me
know if this timedate presents a conflict
Cheers
Mike
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette


Cc Linda Atwell David Bernhart


Subject Re TED enforcementcompliance
Date Thursday August 12 2010 115444 PM


Hi We havent scheduled the meeting with Alan Roy and Jim yet but it
seem their calendars are available right after the prebrief with Roy
Can we reserve 1130 1230pm on Roys calendar on the 25th Thanks A


Michael Barnette wrote


I am not sure when the HQ call is but hopefully its in the
afternoon I have cced David and Alexis to see if the time for that


meeting has been firmed up
Mike


Linda Atwell wrote


Hi Mike
Roys calendar is up to date and Ive confirmed the meeting for him
Is this meeting just the prebrief or is it a prebrief and then
straight into the meeting with Jim Lecky and Alan Risenhoover Or
will that be scheduled for a later time


Thanks
Linda


Michael Barnette wrote


Roy requested a prebrief for a meeting with Jim Lecky and Alan
Risenhoover on August 25 regarding TED enforcementcompliance
I checked Oracle calendar for 10301130 on August 25 and did not
see any conflicts If your calendar is not accurate please let me
know if this timedate presents a conflict
Cheers
Mike







From xeroxwco90Canoaaaov


To ieffaearhartCa noaaaov iohnmitchellanoaaaov michaelbarnetteCanoaaaov


Subject Scan from Xerox WorkCentre


Date Friday August 13 201043818 PM
Attachments Scan001PDF


Please open the attached document It was sent to you using a Xerox WorkCentre Pro


Number of Images 3
Attachment File Type PDF


WorkCentre Pro Location 263 13th Ave S St Petersburg FL
Device Name WCP90
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Mr Jeff Gearhart


Harvesting Systems Branch NMFS Pascagoula Laboratory
PO Drawer 1207


Pascagoula MS 39567


Dear Mr Gearhart


This responds to your August 9 2010 request for an exemption from federal Turtle Excluder
Device TED regulations to conduct trials of experimental TEDs in trynets aboard the RV
HST1 NOAA designation number F4105 Trynet TED trials would involve towing two
1175foot trynets one with an installed TED and one without in Mississippi Sound and Mobile
Bay waters The purpose of the TED trials is to investigate the feasibility of TED use in trynets
and to evaluate catch loss associated with TED installation


Under federal regulations protecting endangered and threatened species of sea turtles any shrimp
trawler in the southeastern United States must have an approved TED in any net rigged for
fishing Since the referenced vessel is considered a shrimp trawler under the regulatory
definition at 50 CFR 222102 the vessel is subject to federal TED regulations under 50 CFR Part
223 However the TED regulations also provide limited exemptions for improving shrimp
retention efficiency of existing approved TEDs developing additional TEDs or conducting
fishery research with a written authorization from the Southeast Regional Administrator
Potential adverse effects of these limited authorizations were analyzed by the National Marine
Fisheries Service NMFS in a December 2 2002 biological opinion entitled Shrimp Trawling
in the Southeastern United States under the Sea Turtle Conservation Regulations and as
Managed by the Fishery Management Plans for Shrimp in the South Atlantic and Gulf of
Mexico The biological opinion considered among other things the effects of routine issuance
of the Southeast Regionsauthorization letters to allow research or testing that would otherwise
be subject to the TED requirements The incidental take statement of the aforementioned
biological opinion authorizes any incidental take associated with said authorized research


Based on this information and under 50 CFR223207e2I am authorizing you to conduct the
described TED trials subject to the following nondiscretionary conditions Information
indicating unusually high abundance of sea turtles in some nearshore waters of the Gulf of
Mexico and unexpected mortality of turtles in short relocation trawling tows for activities
associated with the Deepwater Horizon incident necessitates extra measures at this time to avoid
take and mortality of turtles
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You will be responsible for the conduct of all trawling under this authorization A copy of this
letter and its enclosure the Sea Turtle Handling and Resuscitation Guidelines must be kept
onboard the research vessel HST1 when activities are being conducted under this authorization
The operators of the research vessel must be instructed in their responsibilities under this
authorization This authorization expires January 1 2012 and may only be used during the
vesselsparticipation in permitted research


1 Copies of this permit and the enclosed Sea Turtle Handling and Resuscitation Guidelines
must be aboard your vessel during all collection activities


2 Since no TED is installed in the trawl net you must limit tow times defined as the time
the trawls enter the water until they are retrieved from the water to no more than 30
minutes


3 If a sea turtle is caught it must be handled and resuscitation measures must be
implemented according to the enclosed procedures


4 If two turtles are captured within four consecutive tows the vessel must move at least 10
nautical miles away to another area before resuming work


5 If a sea turtle is killed as a result of this activity the activity must cease and the mortality
must be reported to the Chief Protected Resources Division NMFS Southeast Region
TEL 727 8245312 FAX 7278245309 ADDRESS 263 13th Avenue South St
Petersburg FL 33701 within 24 hours after returning to port


6 Use of mechanical advantage trawl retrieval systems is authorized


Please call Mr Michael Barnette fishery biologist at 727551 5794 Protected Resources
Division if you have any questions about this authorization


Sincerely


zik
Ro Crabtree PhD
Regional Administrator


Enclosure


cc FPR3


FSEC


FEN3


2







SEA TURTLE HANDLING AND RESUSCITATION GUIDELINES


Any sea turtles taken incidentally during the course of fishing or scientific research activities
must be handled with due care to prevent injury to live specimens observed for activity and
returned to the water according to the following procedures


A Sea turtles that are actively moving or determined to be dead as described in
paragraph B4below must be released over the stern of the boat In addition they
must be released only when fishing or scientific collection gear is not in use when the
engine gears are in neutral position and in areas where they are unlikely to be recaptured
or injured by vessels


B Resuscitation must be attempted on sea turtles that are comatose or inactive by


1 Placing the turtle on its bottom shell plastron so that the turtle is right side
up and elevating its hindquarters at least 6 inches 152 cm for a period of 4
to 24 hours The amount of elevation depends on the size of the turtle greater
elevations are needed for larger turtles Periodically rock the turtle gently left
to right and right to left by holding the outer edge of the shell carapace and
lifting one side about 3 inches 76 cm then alternate to the other side Gently
touch the eye and pinch the tail reflex test periodically to see if there is a
response


2 Sea turtles being resuscitated must be shaded and kept damp or moist but
under no circumstance be placed into a container holding water A water
soaked towel placed over the head carapace and flippers is the most effective
method in keeping a turtle moist


3 Sea turtles that revive and become active must be released over the stem of
the boat only when fishing or scientific collection gear is not in use when the
engine gears are in neutral position and in areas where they are unlikely to be
recaptured or injured by vessels Sea turtles that fail to respond to the reflex
test or fail to move within 4 hours up to 24 if possible must be returned to
the water in the same manner as that for actively moving turtles


4 A turtle is determined to be dead if the muscles are stiff rigor mortis andor
the flesh has begun to rot otherwise the turtle is determined to be comatose
or inactive and resuscitation attempts are necessary


Any sea turtle so taken must not be consumed sold landed offloaded transshipped or kept
below deck


These requirements are excerptedfrom 50 CFR 223206d1Failure to follow these
procedures is therefore a punishable offense under the Endangered Species Act







From Michael Barnette


To Elizabeth Yarbrouah


Subject Re Hearhart TED Exemption Permit
Date Monday August 16 2010 103148 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


They are acronyms for the various divisions Protected Resources
Science Center and Enforcement respectively I am not sure who the
current POCs are for the various entities but Barbara Schroeder
Sheryan Epperly and Tracy Dunn should work for this exercise I
suppose Maria or Teletha can probably get you the legit POC lists for
these ccs for future reference


Elizabeth Yarbrough wrote
Hey Michael


This document says to cc
FPR3
FSEC
FEN3


I dont know what that means but if you send me email addresses I can
get it out


Thanks
Liz
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From Michael Barnette


To Dennis Klemm


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Fwd Re Ltr from NMFS re Section 7 Consultation 2nd Try
Date Tuesday August 17 2010 121327 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Until we have our meeting with Risenhooven on the 25th I am not in the
position to propose anything


Dennis Klemm wrote
FYI


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Re Ltr from NMFS re Section 7 Consultation 2nd
Try
Date Tue 17 Aug 2010 105911 0400
From sheilaobrien SheilaOBrien@noaagov
ReplyTo SheilaOBrien@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov DennisKlemm@noaagov
JeanCowan@noaagov
CC Daphne Macfarlan DaphneMacfarlan@noaagov


I think that this memo provides great opportunity for us to
providejustify increased enforcement activity proposals for emergency
restoration has there been any progress on this proposal and if


so can we talk about how to finalize the proposal and get it
submitted to Trustee Steering Commitee It may well be that the
politics of LA shrimpers will make it difficult to do increased
enforcement in LA right now but given the mobility of the species
programs in MS andor TX and FL would also provide benefit to the
species My numbers are below if you want to give me a call today or
the rest of the week Im in the office Thanks Sheila


Sheila OBrien


NOAA Office of the General Counsel SE
263 13th Ave S Suite 177


St Petersburg FL 33701


727 824 5382 work
727 824 5376 fax
240 338 9815 mobile


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message


Dennis L Klemm







Sea Turtle Coordinator
Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOM


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Subject
Fwd Re Ltr from NMFS re Section 7 Consultation 2nd Try
From


Michael McLemore MichaelMclemore@noaagov
Date


Tue 17 Aug 2010 102356 0400
To


Branden Blum BrandenSBlum@noaagovSheila OBrien
SheilaOBrien@noaagov Mary Elliott Rolle
MaryElliottRolle@noaagov Stephanie Willis
StephanieWillis@noaagov


To


Branden Blum BrandenSBlum@noaagov Sheila OBrien
SheilaOBrien@noaagov Mary Elliott Rolle
MaryElliottRolle@noaagov Stephanie Willis
StephanieWillis@noaagov
CC


Adam Issenberg AdamIssenberg@noaagov Mark Hodor
MarkHodor@noaagov Caroline Park CarolinePark@noaagov Monica


Smit Brunello MonicaSmit Brunello@noaagov Cheryl Scannell
CherylScannell@noaagov


FYI


Subject
RE Ltr from NMFS re Section 7 Consultation 2nd Try
From


Trish Kennedy trishkennedy@gulfcouncilorg
Date


Tue 17 Aug 2010 100949 0400
To


Trish Kennedy trishkennedy@gulfcouncilorg Phyllis Miranda
Phyllis Miranda @gulfcouncilorg Albert Jones


Amanda


Thomas
Andy Strelcheck andystrelcheck@noaagov
AndyStrelcheck@noaagov B Allen Patrick
AllenPatrick@Raytheoncom AllenPatrick@Raytheoncom Barbara


Niswander BarbaraNiswander@noaagov BarbaraNiswander@noaagov
Ben Krebs LT benjkrebs@uscgmil benjkrebs@uscgmil Benny
Gallaway PhD
Bill Tucker Bob Jones


Bob Mahood











robertmahood@safmcnet robertmahood@safmcnet Bob Spaeth
Bob Zales


Bonnie Ponwith
BonniePonwith@noaagov Buffy Baumann bbaumann @oceanaorg
bbaumann @oceanaorg Carmen S DeGeorge
carmensdegeorge@uscgmilcarmensdegeorge@uscgmil Carolyn


Sramek carolynsramek@noaagov CarolynSramek@noaagov Chad
Hanson chanson @pewtrustsorg chanson @pewtrustsorg Chris


Dorsett cdorsett@oceanconservancyorg
cdorsett@oceanconservancyorg Chris Robbins


crobbins@oceanconservancyorg crobbins @oceanconservancyorg
Cindy Chaya cindychaya@safmcnet cindychaya@safmcnet
Claudia Friess cfriess @oceanconservancyorg
cfriess@oceanconservancyorg Columbus H Brown


Cynthia
Sarthou cyn @healthygulforg cyn@healthygulforg Daniel Foster


danielgfoster@noaagov DanielGFoster@noaagov Dave McKinney
David Allison


dallison @oceanaorg dallison @oceanaorg David Cupka
Debbie


Protomaster debbieprotomaster@noaagov
DebbieProtomaster@noaagov Dennis Heinemann
DHeinemann @OCEANCONSERVANCYORG DHeinemann @OCEANCONSERVANCYORG


Dennis OHern
Doug Fruge dougfruge@fwsgov dougfruge@fwsgov Elizabeth


Fetherston efetherston @oceanconservancyorg
efetherston @oceanconservancyorg Gary Jarvis


George Geiger
Glen Brooks


Glenn Delaney
Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov


GloriaThompson@noaagov Greg Abrams
Gregg Waugh greggwaugh@safmcnet


greggwaugh@safmcnet Hal Robbins halrobbins@noaagov
HalRobbins@noaagov Heather Blough heatherblough@noaagov
HeatherBlough@noaagov Holly Binns hbinns@pewtrustsorg
hbinns@pewtrustsorg James Clements


James Nance jamesmnance@noaagov
JamesMNance@noaagov Jason DeLaCruz


Jeff Barger jbarger@edforg jbarger@edforg
Jeff Mayne jmayne@wlflagov jmayne@wlflagov Jeff Rester


external jrester@gsmfcorg Jennifer Lee


Jennifer Lee@noaagov JenniferLee@noaagov Jim Smarr


Joe Kimmel


joekimmel@noaagov JoeKimmel@noaagov Judy Jamison
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From Michelle Dufav


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Abbie Mimiko Linda Atwell David Bernhart Barbara Schroeder Michael Barnette


Subject Re Domestic TEDs Enforcement


Date Friday August 20 201091109 AM


Done


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Abbie Michelle and Linda
We need to move the Domestic TEDs meeting to the 26th due to Jims


travel Can we please move it to 3pm eastern on the 26th Thanks Alexis







From Linda Atwell


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Abbie Mimiko Michelle Dufav David Bernhart Barbara Schroeder Michael Barnette


Subject Re Domestic TEDs Enforcement


Date Friday August 20 201091127 AM


Hi Alexis


3pm on the 26th works for Roy


Michael can you change this in Oracle if it works for everyone else
please You proposed the meeting so I am unable to edit it


Thanks
Linda


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Abbie Michelle and Linda
We need to move the Domestic TEDs meeting to the 26th due to Jims


travel Can we please move it to 3pm eastern on the 26th Thanks Alexis


Linda Atwell


Administrative Assistant


to the Regional Administrator
NOM Fisheries Service Southeast Region
T 7278245301
F 727 8245320


Email LindaAtwell@noaagov







From Alexis Gutierrez


To Linda Atwell


Cc Abbie Mimiko Michelle Dufav David Bernhart Barbara Schroeder Michael Barnette


Subject Re Domestic TEDs Enforcement


Date Friday August 20 201091822 AM


Thank you to all for your flexibility Cheers A


Linda Atwell wrote


Hi Alexis


3pm on the 26th works for Roy


Michael can you change this in Oracle if it works for everyone else
please You proposed the meeting so I am unable to edit it


Thanks
Linda


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Abbie Michelle and Linda
We need to move the Domestic TEDs meeting to the 26th due to Jims


travel Can we please move it to 3pm eastern on the 26th Thanks Alexis







From Linda Atwell


To Michael Barnette


Cc Alexis Gutierrez Abbie Mimiko Michelle Dufav David Bernhart Barbara Schroeder


Subject Re Domestic TEDs Enforcement


Date Friday August 20 201093724 AM


Ah OK I take it we will leave that one as is then


Michael Barnette wrote


I only proposed the SERonly premeeting


Michael C Barnette


On Aug 20 2010 at 911 AM Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov wrote


Hi Alexis


3pm on the 26th works for Roy


Michael can you change this in Oracle if it works for everyone else
please You proposed the meeting so I am unable to edit it


Thanks
Linda


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Abbie Michelle and Linda
We need to move the Domestic TEDs meeting to the 26th due to Jims


travel Can we please move it to 3pm eastern on the 26th Thanks
Alexis


Linda Atwell


Administrative Assistant to the Regional Administrator
NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region
T 7278245301
F 727 824 5320


Email LindaAtwell@noaagov


Linda Atwell


Administrative Assistant


to the Regional Administrator
NOM Fisheries Service Southeast Region
T 7278245301
F 727 8245320


Email LindaAtwell@noaagov







From Linda Atwell


To Michelle Dufav


Cc Michael Barnette


Subject Re Domestic TEDs Enforcement


Date Friday August 20 2010 101331 AM


Hi Michelle
I know I got a little confused too
But what I assume here is that there is a prebrief with SER staff on
the 25th of Aug at 1030 am The call with Jim Lecky and Alan
Risenhoover which was on the 25th will now be on the 26th at 3pm


Michael
Can you confirm this is correct


Thanks
Linda


Michelle Dufay wrote
Hi Linda


So youre saying its back where it started I actually forgot what
day I picked it up and moved it from so this is the case please let
me know what the original date was
Thanks


Michelle


Linda Atwell wrote


Ah OK I take it we will leave that one as is then


Michael Barnette wrote


I only proposed the SERonly pre meeting


Michael C Barnette


On Aug 20 2010 at 911 AM Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
wrote


Hi Alexis


3pm on the 26th works for Roy


Michael can you change this in Oracle if it works for everyone
else please You proposed the meeting so I am unable to edit it


Thanks
Linda


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Abbie Michelle and Linda
We need to move the Domestic TEDs meeting to the 26th due to


Jims travel Can we please move it to 3pm eastern on the 26th
Thanks Alexis


Linda Atwell


Administrative Assistant to the Regional Administrator
NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region







T 7278245301
F 727 824 5320


Email LindaAtwell@noaagov


Linda Atwell


Administrative Assistant


to the Regional Administrator
NOM Fisheries Service Southeast Region
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F 727 8245320
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From Linda Atwell


To Michael Barnette


Subject Re Domestic TEDs Enforcement


Date Friday August 20 2010 102806 AM


Thanks


Michael Barnette wrote


Yes thats my understanding


Michael C Barnette


On Aug 20 2010 at 1013 AM Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov wrote


Hi Michelle
I know I got a little confused too
But what I assume here is that there is a prebrief with SER staff
on the 25th of Aug at 1030 am The call with Jim Lecky and Alan
Risenhoover which was on the 25th will now be on the 26th at 3pm


Michael
Can you confirm this is correct


Thanks
Linda


Michelle Dufay wrote
Hi Linda


So youre saying its back where it started I actually forgot what
day I picked it up and moved it from so this is the case please
let me know what the original date was
Thanks
Michelle


Linda Atwell wrote


Ah OK I take it we will leave that one as is then


Michael Barnette wrote


I only proposed the SERonly premeeting


Michael C Barnette


On Aug 20 2010 at 911 AM Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
wrote


Hi Alexis


3pm on the 26th works for Roy


Michael can you change this in Oracle if it works for everyone
else please You proposed the meeting so I am unable to edit it


Thanks
Linda


Alexis Gutierrez wrote







Hi Abbie Michelle and Linda
We need to move the Domestic TEDs meeting to the 26th due to
Jims travel Can we please move it to 3pm eastern on the 26th
Thanks Alexis


Linda Atwell


Administrative Assistant to the Regional Administrator
NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region
T 7278245301
F 727 824 5320


Email LindaAtwell@noaagov


Linda Atwell


Administrative Assistant to the Regional Administrator
NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region
T 7278245301
F 727 824 5320


Email LindaAtwell@noaagov


Linda Atwell


Administrative Assistant


to the Regional Administrator
NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region
T 7278245301
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Email LindaAtwell@noaagov







From Michelle Dufav


To Michael Barnette


Cc Linda Atwell


Subject Re Domestic TEDs Enforcement


Date Friday August 20 2010 103230 AM


Got it


Thanks
Michelle


Michael Barnette wrote


Yes thats my understanding


Michael C Barnette


On Aug 20 2010 at 1013 AM Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov wrote


Hi Michelle
I know I got a little confused too
But what I assume here is that there is a prebrief with SER staff
on the 25th of Aug at 1030 am The call with Jim Lecky and Alan
Risenhoover which was on the 25th will now be on the 26th at 3pm


Michael
Can you confirm this is correct


Thanks
Linda


Michelle Dufay wrote
Hi Linda


So youre saying its back where it started I actually forgot what
day I picked it up and moved it from so this is the case please
let me know what the original date was
Thanks


Michelle


Linda Atwell wrote


Ah OK I take it we will leave that one as is then


Michael Barnette wrote


I only proposed the SERonly premeeting


Michael C Barnette


On Aug 20 2010 at 911 AM Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
wrote


Hi Alexis


3pm on the 26th works for Roy


Michael can you change this in Oracle if it works for everyone
else please You proposed the meeting so I am unable to edit it







Thanks
Linda


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Abbie Michelle and Linda
We need to move the Domestic TEDs meeting to the 26th due to
Jims travel Can we please move it to 3pm eastern on the 26th
Thanks Alexis


Linda Atwell


Administrative Assistant to the Regional Administrator
NOM Fisheries Service Southeast Region
T 7278245301
F 727 824 5320


Email LindaAtwell@noaagov


Linda Atwell


Administrative Assistant to the Regional Administrator
NOM Fisheries Service Southeast Region
T 7278245301
F 727 824 5320


Email LindaAtwell@noaagov







From John Mitchell


To Michael Barnette


Subject Louisiana Report
Date Tuesday August 24 2010 114017 AM
Attachments Cameron LA 82010 Finaldoc
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See attached
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i i National Marine Fisheries Service
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c Mississippi Laboratories


C PO Drawer 1207


Pascagoula MS 395681207


August 16 2010


MEMORANDUM FOR FSEC42 John Mitchell


FROM FSEC42 Dale StevensJack Forrester


SUBJECT Trip report


On August 11 2010 Jack Forrester and Dale Stevens departed Pascagoula MS enroute to
Cameron LA the Westernmost shrimping port in Louisiana The purpose of this trip was to
conduct a series of courtesy dockside TED inspections along the Western Louisiana coastline to
try and determine the level of TED compliance within the shrimp fishery in this region These
inspections showed TED compliance to be poor at best


At the port of Cameron TED inspections were conducted aboard nine 9 vessels Of the nine
vessels two were found with the escape holes sewn completely closed Two vessels were found to
have no TEDs installed at all Of these two vessels it was obvious that one of them had recently
been trawling due to the presence of dead fish and other debris which was visible in the net Two
of the vessels were equipped with single flaps and escape openings that would stretch to less than
32inches Federal regulations require a minimum of 71inches when stretched These vessels had
forward cuts that stretched to less than 20inches where Federal Regulations require a minimum of
26inches One vessel was equipped with large pipe TEDs installed at 68degree angles and escape
openings of 65inches Another vessel was found with double cover flaps sewn together down the
middle Of the nine vessels only one was found to be compliant with the TED regulations
Recommendations were made to the captains and boat owners on how to better equip their TEDs
to achieve maximum shrimp retention Most of them stated that it didntmatter because they kept
their TEDs sewed closed when they were trawling A large number of the TEDs we inspected
supported this claim It should be noted that most of these vessels were small in size 35 to 65 feet
in length making one think they would be trawling in inshore waters however everyone we
questioned stated that they worked in the offshore waters between Cameron and Sabine


The next port Delcambre LA consisted of mostly skimmer trawl vessels however two vessels
were observed to have conventional otter trawl gear onboard Of these two vessels one was
equipped with TEDs and the other vessel had no TEDs installed in the nets No one was onboard
either vessel so no contact was made with these captains


The next port was Intracoastal City LA where approximately seventeen vessels were observed
Most of the vessels in this port were using fixed angle TEDs 45degree angles with double cover
flaps The overlapped portion of the flaps on all of these TEDs measured from 24inches to 32
inches significantly exceeding the fifteen inch maximum stretched measurement allowed in the
Federal Regulations Several TEDs were observed with the flaps completely overlapped from side
to side Most of these TEDs had leading edge cuts which measured 46 to 48 inches well below the
minimum required cut of 56inches Four vessels were equipped with standard TEDs from Tonys
net shop in New Orleans These TEDs were all equipped with the single flap On these TEDs the
leading edge cut was only 46inches this is 25 inches less than the 71 inch leading edge cut







requirement The flaps on these TEDs would only stretch to 48inches well below the 71 inch
stretched measurement as required by Federal TED regulations One vessel was observed with grid
angles at 65degrees and several vessels had illegal single flap openings measuring 52 to 60inches
71 inch minimum required Of the seventeen vessels inspected only two were found to be fully
compliant


The next port was Morgan City LA where four vessels were observed with fixed angle TEDs
There was no one on board these vessels so we were not able to conduct a thorough evaluation


We traveled from Houma down to Dulac LA where very few vessels were observed with trawl
gear onboard This did not come as a surprise and was expected due to the oil spill and vessels
being employed by BPsVessels of Opportunity program VOO


We then traveled down through Cut Off Golden Meadow and Port Fourchon ending in Grand
Isle We saw more of the same with regard to vessels without trawl gear as all appeared to be
working with BPsVOO program Two vessels with TEDs were inspected in Port Fourchon and
found to have forward cuts of 9 inches and 6 inches respectively minimum requirement is 26
inches One of these TEDs had a leading edge cut of 64inches minimum requirement is
71inches One TED was installed at an angle of 70degrees 55 degree maximum requirement
The angles on all other TEDs looked good Both vessels had two 634inch X 834inch floats
installed on the front surface of the TED at a point where a turtle would exit the device Federal
TED regulations require that floats which are installed inside the TED extension must be placed
behind the front surface of the grid The float placement observed on the TEDs of these two
vessels would have likely blocked the escape route of a turtle trying to exit through the TED


Of the vessels observed a total of 29 were boarded and measurements taken on the TEDs


Of the 29 vessels three were found to be in full compliance with the TED regulations Five were
found to have problems with their gear that may or may not result in the death of a turtle
depending on the size of the turtle encountered Twenty one of these vessels were equipped with
TEDs which in our opinion would result in the capture and possible death of a sea turtle


During this trip we also made an attempt to count the number of Skimmer and Butterfly trawl
equipped vessels which we observed This count was taken for the purpose of estimating the
number of TEDs which may be needed in the event that TEDs are required to be installed in these
gear types A total of 500 vessels were counted with skimmer and butterfly gear during our tour of
Western Louisiana This number far exceeds the number of otter trawl vessels we saw by an
estimated order of31 Note this number reflects only skimmer and butterfly vessels which were
in our field of view during the trip and is only a sample The true number is likely significantly
higher as there are many small bayous and towns in which we did not travel too Additionally a
large number of these vessels are likely employed by BPs VOO program This number should be
regarded as an indication that a larger number of TEDs will be required in the skimmer and
butterfly shrimp fishery of Louisiana if and when a TED rule is implemented in these fisheries


We returned to Pascagoula MS on August 13 2010
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From David Bernhart


To Michael Barnette


Cc Bob Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd Louisiana Report
Date Tuesday August 24 201032504 PM


OK go ahead and send it please


Michael Barnette wrote


Its draft but John didnt think it would be edited too heavily by
Miami Probably good enough to share with Roy


David Bernhart wrote


Can this be shared yet or is it still draft
DB


Michael Barnette wrote
FYI


Michael C Barnette


Begin forwarded message


From John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
mailtoJohnMitchellnanoaagov
Date August 24 2010 114017 AM EDT
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov


mailtoMichaelBarnetteThnoaaaov


Subject Louisiana Report


See attached







From Michael Barnette


To Rov Crabtree


Subject Fwd Louisiana Report
Date Tuesday August 24 201034921 PM
Attachments Cameron LA 82010 Finaldoc


Michael Barnettevcf


FYI


The attached report was from a recent LA TED inspection trip
Additional troubling findings


Original Message
Subject Louisiana Report
Date Tue 24 Aug 2010 104017 0500
From John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagov


See attached
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August 16 2010


MEMORANDUM FOR FSEC42 John Mitchell


FROM FSEC42 Dale StevensJack Forrester


SUBJECT Trip report


On August 11 2010 Jack Forrester and Dale Stevens departed Pascagoula MS enroute to
Cameron LA the Westernmost shrimping port in Louisiana The purpose of this trip was to
conduct a series of courtesy dockside TED inspections along the Western Louisiana coastline to
try and determine the level of TED compliance within the shrimp fishery in this region These
inspections showed TED compliance to be poor at best


At the port of Cameron TED inspections were conducted aboard nine 9 vessels Of the nine
vessels two were found with the escape holes sewn completely closed Two vessels were found to
have no TEDs installed at all Of these two vessels it was obvious that one of them had recently
been trawling due to the presence of dead fish and other debris which was visible in the net Two
of the vessels were equipped with single flaps and escape openings that would stretch to less than
32inches Federal regulations require a minimum of 71inches when stretched These vessels had
forward cuts that stretched to less than 20inches where Federal Regulations require a minimum of
26inches One vessel was equipped with large pipe TEDs installed at 68degree angles and escape
openings of 65inches Another vessel was found with double cover flaps sewn together down the
middle Of the nine vessels only one was found to be compliant with the TED regulations
Recommendations were made to the captains and boat owners on how to better equip their TEDs
to achieve maximum shrimp retention Most of them stated that it didntmatter because they kept
their TEDs sewed closed when they were trawling A large number of the TEDs we inspected
supported this claim It should be noted that most of these vessels were small in size 35 to 65 feet
in length making one think they would be trawling in inshore waters however everyone we
questioned stated that they worked in the offshore waters between Cameron and Sabine


The next port Delcambre LA consisted of mostly skimmer trawl vessels however two vessels
were observed to have conventional otter trawl gear onboard Of these two vessels one was
equipped with TEDs and the other vessel had no TEDs installed in the nets No one was onboard
either vessel so no contact was made with these captains


The next port was Intracoastal City LA where approximately seventeen vessels were observed
Most of the vessels in this port were using fixed angle TEDs 45degree angles with double cover
flaps The overlapped portion of the flaps on all of these TEDs measured from 24inches to 32
inches significantly exceeding the fifteen inch maximum stretched measurement allowed in the
Federal Regulations Several TEDs were observed with the flaps completely overlapped from side
to side Most of these TEDs had leading edge cuts which measured 46 to 48 inches well below the
minimum required cut of 56inches Four vessels were equipped with standard TEDs from Tonys
net shop in New Orleans These TEDs were all equipped with the single flap On these TEDs the
leading edge cut was only 46inches this is 25 inches less than the 71 inch leading edge cut







requirement The flaps on these TEDs would only stretch to 48inches well below the 71 inch
stretched measurement as required by Federal TED regulations One vessel was observed with grid
angles at 65degrees and several vessels had illegal single flap openings measuring 52 to 60inches
71 inch minimum required Of the seventeen vessels inspected only two were found to be fully
compliant


The next port was Morgan City LA where four vessels were observed with fixed angle TEDs
There was no one on board these vessels so we were not able to conduct a thorough evaluation


We traveled from Houma down to Dulac LA where very few vessels were observed with trawl
gear onboard This did not come as a surprise and was expected due to the oil spill and vessels
being employed by BPsVessels of Opportunity program VOO


We then traveled down through Cut Off Golden Meadow and Port Fourchon ending in Grand
Isle We saw more of the same with regard to vessels without trawl gear as all appeared to be
working with BPsVOO program Two vessels with TEDs were inspected in Port Fourchon and
found to have forward cuts of 9 inches and 6 inches respectively minimum requirement is 26
inches One of these TEDs had a leading edge cut of 64inches minimum requirement is
71inches One TED was installed at an angle of 70degrees 55 degree maximum requirement
The angles on all other TEDs looked good Both vessels had two 634inch X 834inch floats
installed on the front surface of the TED at a point where a turtle would exit the device Federal
TED regulations require that floats which are installed inside the TED extension must be placed
behind the front surface of the grid The float placement observed on the TEDs of these two
vessels would have likely blocked the escape route of a turtle trying to exit through the TED


Of the vessels observed a total of 29 were boarded and measurements taken on the TEDs


Of the 29 vessels three were found to be in full compliance with the TED regulations Five were
found to have problems with their gear that may or may not result in the death of a turtle
depending on the size of the turtle encountered Twenty one of these vessels were equipped with
TEDs which in our opinion would result in the capture and possible death of a sea turtle


During this trip we also made an attempt to count the number of Skimmer and Butterfly trawl
equipped vessels which we observed This count was taken for the purpose of estimating the
number of TEDs which may be needed in the event that TEDs are required to be installed in these
gear types A total of 500 vessels were counted with skimmer and butterfly gear during our tour of
Western Louisiana This number far exceeds the number of otter trawl vessels we saw by an
estimated order of31 Note this number reflects only skimmer and butterfly vessels which were
in our field of view during the trip and is only a sample The true number is likely significantly
higher as there are many small bayous and towns in which we did not travel too Additionally a
large number of these vessels are likely employed by BPs VOO program This number should be
regarded as an indication that a larger number of TEDs will be required in the skimmer and
butterfly shrimp fishery of Louisiana if and when a TED rule is implemented in these fisheries


We returned to Pascagoula MS on August 13 2010
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From Michael Barnette


To DuaneSmith


Cc David Bernhart Michael McLemore


Subject Re Turtle trip report
Date Thursday August 26 201091810 AM
Attachments Cameron LA 82010 Final 2 TED insoectionsdoc


Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Duane


I have attached the memo Please do not distribute yet as it has not
yet cleared SEFSC they were fine with us discussing it for the purposes
of the meeting yesterday
I believe I mentioned the general findings of my Texas trip to Cheryl
when I was down there a while back I am not sure if others have


introduced the issue with GC staff eg re reinitiation of the
shrimp fishery biological opinion
Cheers
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Can you please email me a copy of the August 16 letter we discussed
yesterday Also who on Mike McLemoresstaff have you briefed on
your concerns regarding TED compliance
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August 16 2010


MEMORANDUM FOR FSEC42 John Mitchell


FROM FSEC42 Dale StevensJack Forrester


SUBJECT Trip report


On August 11 2010 Jack Forrester and Dale Stevens departed Pascagoula MS enroute to
Cameron LA the Westernmost shrimping port in Louisiana The purpose of this trip was to
conduct a series of courtesy dockside TED inspections along the Western Louisiana coastline to
try and determine the level of TED compliance within the shrimp fishery in this region These
inspections showed TED compliance to be poor at best


At the port of Cameron TED inspections were conducted aboard nine 9 vessels Of the nine
vessels two were found with the escape holes sewn completely closed Two vessels were found to
have no TEDs installed at all Of these two vessels it was obvious that one of them had recently
been trawling due to the presence of dead fish and other debris which was visible in the net Two
of the vessels were equipped with single flaps and escape openings that would stretch to less than
32inches Federal regulations require a minimum of 71inches when stretched These vessels had
forward cuts that stretched to less than 20inches where Federal Regulations require a minimum of
26inches One vessel was equipped with large pipe TEDs installed at 68degree angles and escape
openings of 65inches Another vessel was found with double cover flaps sewn together down the
middle Of the nine vessels only one was found to be compliant with the TED regulations
Recommendations were made to the captains and boat owners on how to better equip their TEDs
to achieve maximum shrimp retention Most of them stated that it didntmatter because they kept
their TEDs sewed closed when they were trawling A large number of the TEDs we inspected
supported this claim It should be noted that most of these vessels were small in size 35 to 65 feet
in length making one think they would be trawling in inshore waters however everyone we
questioned stated that they worked in the offshore waters between Cameron and Sabine


The next port Delcambre LA consisted of mostly skimmer trawl vessels however two vessels
were observed to have conventional otter trawl gear onboard Of these two vessels one was
equipped with TEDs and the other vessel had no TEDs installed in the nets No one was onboard
either vessel so no contact was made with these captains


The next port was Intracoastal City LA where approximately seventeen vessels were observed
Most of the vessels in this port were using fixed angle TEDs 45degree angles with double cover
flaps The overlapped portion of the flaps on all of these TEDs measured from 24inches to 32
inches significantly exceeding the fifteen inch maximum stretched measurement allowed in the
Federal Regulations Several TEDs were observed with the flaps completely overlapped from side
to side Most of these TEDs had leading edge cuts which measured 46 to 48 inches well below the
minimum required cut of 56inches Four vessels were equipped with standard TEDs from Tonys
net shop in New Orleans These TEDs were all equipped with the single flap On these TEDs the
leading edge cut was only 46inches this is 25 inches less than the 71 inch leading edge cut







requirement The flaps on these TEDs would only stretch to 48inches well below the 71 inch
stretched measurement as required by Federal TED regulations One vessel was observed with grid
angles at 65degrees and several vessels had illegal single flap openings measuring 52 to 60inches
71 inch minimum required Of the seventeen vessels inspected only two were found to be fully
compliant


The next port was Morgan City LA where four vessels were observed with fixed angle TEDs
There was no one on board these vessels so we were not able to conduct a thorough evaluation


We traveled from Houma down to Dulac LA where very few vessels were observed with trawl
gear onboard This did not come as a surprise and was expected due to the oil spill and vessels
being employed by BPsVessels of Opportunity program VOO


We then traveled down through Cut Off Golden Meadow and Port Fourchon ending in Grand
Isle We saw more of the same with regard to vessels without trawl gear as all appeared to be
working with BPsVOO program Two vessels with TEDs were inspected in Port Fourchon and
found to have forward cuts of 9 inches and 6 inches respectively minimum requirement is 26
inches One of these TEDs had a leading edge cut of 64inches minimum requirement is
71inches One TED was installed at an angle of 70degrees 55 degree maximum requirement
The angles on all other TEDs looked good Both vessels had two 634inch X 834inch floats
installed on the front surface of the TED at a point where a turtle would exit the device Federal
TED regulations require that floats which are installed inside the TED extension must be placed
behind the front surface of the grid The float placement observed on the TEDs of these two
vessels would have likely blocked the escape route of a turtle trying to exit through the TED


Of the vessels observed a total of 29 were boarded and measurements taken on the TEDs


Of the 29 vessels three were found to be in full compliance with the TED regulations Five were
found to have problems with their gear that may or may not result in the death of a turtle
depending on the size of the turtle encountered Twenty one of these vessels were equipped with
TEDs which in our opinion would result in the capture and possible death of a sea turtle


During this trip we also made an attempt to count the number of Skimmer and Butterfly trawl
equipped vessels which we observed This count was taken for the purpose of estimating the
number of TEDs which may be needed in the event that TEDs are required to be installed in these
gear types A total of 500 vessels were counted with skimmer and butterfly gear during our tour of
Western Louisiana This number far exceeds the number of otter trawl vessels we saw by an
estimated order of31 Note this number reflects only skimmer and butterfly vessels which were
in our field of view during the trip and is only a sample The true number is likely significantly
higher as there are many small bayous and towns in which we did not travel too Additionally a
large number of these vessels are likely employed by BPs VOO program This number should be
regarded as an indication that a larger number of TEDs will be required in the skimmer and
butterfly shrimp fishery of Louisiana if and when a TED rule is implemented in these fisheries


We returned to Pascagoula MS on August 13 2010
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From Michael Barnette


To Michael Barnette


Subject Fwd Cables
Date Tuesday August 31 201091435 AM
Attachments TRAVEL WARNING MEXICO 1 The Department of State has issued thisTeml 209 KBlmsa


TRAVEL ALERT MEXICO 1 The State Department alerts US citizens theml 794 KBlmsa


Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Cables


Date Mon 30 Aug 2010 131630 0400
From NMFSIACABLES NMFSIACables@noaagov
To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagovAISamuels@noaagov
BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov BeckyRootes@noaagov Cheri Mccarty
CheriMccarty@noaagov Steven Wilson StevenWilson@noaagov Diana


Figueroa DianaFigueroa @noaagov DavidDetlor@noaagov Dean Swanson
DeanSwanson@noaagov Greg Schneider GregSchneider@noaagov
JanineGalloway@noaagov Jean Pierre Ple JeanPierrePle@noaagov
Jennifer Olson JenniferOlson@noaagov JenniferAnderson@noaagov
JimHerkelrath@noaagovJimMccallum@noaagov JohnDKelly@noaagov
John Mitchell@noaagov JudsonFeder@noaagov Kelly Denit
KellyDenit@noaagov Kimberly Blankenbeker


KimberlyBlankenbeker@noaagov KristyLong@noaagov
LindaChaves@noaagov Liz English LizEnglish@noaagov
MarkMurray Brown @noaagov MikiHirano@noaagov Nancy Daves
NancyDaves@noaagov NancyThompson@noaagov NedCyr@noaagov
NicoleLeboeuf@noaagov OthaEasley@noaagov PamMoen@noaagov
PatMoran@noaagov PatKurkul@noaagov PatrickOpay@noaagov Paul
Niemeier PaulNiemeier@noaagov Rebecca Lent RebeccaLent@noaagov
RichardRanta@noaagov ScotYamashita @noaagov
Stephen K Brown @noaagov SteveMurawski@noaagov TomHourigan
TomHourigan@noaagov JessicaKondel@noaagov StuartCory@noaagov
LauraTezer@noaagov KevinPainter@noaagov MartinaSagapolu @noaagov
CharlesRaterman@noaagov EIIenMMcQueen@noaagov
KathyScola@NoaaGov mariaholliday@noaagov MicheleJoubert@noaagov
KimberlySpeech@noaagov KarenNiki@noaagov JoannMclean@noaagov
KarenHeise Gentile@noaagov LouiseWong@noaagov
BrendaGSmith@noaagov MaryannAllen@noaagov Diane Tierney
DianeTierney@noaagov BradWiley@noaagov CaseyOravetz@noaagov
LauraCimo@noaagov Jeffrey Ray JeffreyRay@noaagov Joseph Brenner
JosephBrenner@noaagov LohLee Low LohLeeLow@noaagov Frank


Lockhart FrankLockhart@noaagov Heidi Hermsmeyer
HeidiHermsmeyer @noaagov Peggy Solomon PeggySolomon@noaagov
Karolyn Potter KarolynPotter@noaagov Michael Barnette
MichaelBarnette@noaagov RaymondClarke RaymondClarke@noaagov
Michael Seki MichaelSeki@noaagov Dawn Graham


DawnGraham@noaagov Meghan Donahue MeghanDonahue@noaagov T Reed
TReed@noaagov PeterOppenheimer@noaagov Angela Somma
AngelaSomma@noaagov Christopher Rogers
ChristopherRogers@noaagov Rebecca McMahon
RebeccaMcMahon@noaagov Michael Abbey MichaelAbbey@noaagov
Teresa Turk TeresaTurk@noaagov Derek Campbell
DerekCampbell @noaagov Jennifer Schull JenniferSchull@noaagov
David OBrien DavidOBrien@noaagov Ricardo Ramos


Ricardo Ramos@noaagov


Please note the following cables cannot be transmitted electronically







They will be available from FIA in hard copy for the next two weeks
After this time they will be shredded Please contact Jennifer
Olson3017132276 if you would like a copy of the following cables


The Sensitive Unclassified cables are NONE


The Unclassified cables are SEE ATTACHED







From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverification maildocaov


Subject TRAVEL ALERT MEXICO 1 The State Department alerts US citizens that Mexicana Airlines Nuevo Grupo
Aeronautico SA de CV has announced that effective at noon Saturday August


Date Saturday August 28 201062451 PM


OAAUZYUW RUEHCAA0871 2402219 UUUU RUCPDOC RUCPCIM


ZNR UUUUU ZZH


0 282214Z AUG 10


FM SECSTATE WASHDC


TO ALL DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR POSTS COLLECTIVE


RUEHFSIDIR FSINFATC
RHEHNSCWHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTON DC
RUEPTRSDEPT OF TREASURY WASHINGTON DC
RUEHPHCDC ATLANTA
RUCPDOCALL USDOC DISTDIR COLLECTIVE WASHINGTON DC
RHMCSUUCDRAMC FT BELVOIR VA
RUEAHQAHQ USAF WASHINGTON DC XOXXI
RUZDADIHQ AFOSI DOQ ANDREWS AFB MD IVOA
RHMCSUUFAA NATIONAL HQ WASHINGTON DC
RHMCSUUCOMNAVAIRSYSCOM PATUXENT RIVER MD
RHMFIUUNRC WASHINGTON DC
RHMFISSCDR USCENTCOM MACDILL AFB FL
RUCPCIMCIM NTDB WASHINGTON DC
RHMCSUUCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
RHMFIUUCDR USPACOM HONOLULU HI
RHMFISSCDR USSOUTHCOM MIAMI FL
RUEHPU AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE
INFO RUESBKCATO ASIA
BT


UNCLAS STATE 090871
SIPDIS


THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE


EO 13526 NA
TAGS CASC PTER ASEC MX
SUBJECT TRAVEL ALERT MEXICO


1 The State Department alerts US citizens that
Mexicana Airlines Nuevo Grupo Aeronautico SA de CV
has announced that effective at noon Saturday August
28 2010 Mexicana Airlines has suspended all flight
operations until further notice The suspension applies
to all Mexicana MexicanaLink and MexicanaClick
flights All flights scheduled to depart after this time
have been cancelled indefinitely
2 In a press release on the company website
wwwmexicanacomthe airline pledged to assist
passengers to the best of its abilities Passengers who
have already flown a leg of their journey are advised to
consult the company website for further information
The company notes that priority assistance will be
provided to minors traveling unaccompanied passengers
traveling with children under age 3 and special needs
passengers Individuals who have not yet begun their
journey on one of the Mexicana airlines are recommended
to make alternative travel arrangements
3 The Department of State advises all travelers with
reservations on Mexicana MexicanaLink or MexicanaClick
to consult the company website for additional guidance







and contact information for the airline Passengers who
may become stranded in the middle of their journey and
who require assistance beyond that provided by the
airline should contact their nearest Embassy or
Consulate


4 US citizens are encouraged to review the US
Embassy Mexico Security Update The update contains
information about recent security incidents in Mexico
that could affect the safety of the traveling public
For more detailed information on staying safe in Mexico
please see the State Department Country Specific
Information for Mexico Information on security and
travel to popular tourist destinations is also provided
in the publication Spring Break in Mexico Know Before
You Go


5 For the latest security information US citizens
traveling abroad should regularly monitor the State
Departments internet web site where the current
Worldwide Caution Travel Warnings and Travel Alerts can
be found Uptodate information on security can also be
obtained by calling 1888 407 4747 toll free in the
United States and Canada or for callers from Mexico a
regular toll line at 001 202 501 4444 These numbers are
available from 800 am to 800 pm Eastern Time
Monday through Friday except US federal holidays
American citizens traveling or residing overseas are
encouraged to register with the appropriate US Embassy
or Consulate on the State Department travel
registration website
6 For any emergencies involving US citizens in Mexico
please contact the US Embassy or the closest US
Consulate The numbers provided below for the Embassy
and Consulates are available around the clock The US


Embassy is located in Mexico City at Paseo de la Reforma
305 Colonia Cuauhtemoc telephone from the United
States 011 52 555080 2000 telephone within Mexico
City 5080 2000 telephone long distance within Mexico
01 555080 2000 You may also contact the Embassy by e
mail


Consulates with consular districts
Ciudad Juarez Chihuahua Paseo de la Victoria 3650
tel 01152656 227 3000


START OF SECTION 2


SIPDIS


EO 13526 NA
TAGS CASC PTER ASEC MX
SUBJECT TRAVEL ALERT MEXICO


Guadalajara Nayarit Jalisco Aguas Calientes and
Colima Progreso 175 telephone 01152333 268 2100
Hermosillo Sinaloa and the southern part of the state of
Sonora Avenida Monterrey 141 telephone 01152662
289 3500


Matamoros the southern part of Tamaulipas with the
exception of the city of Tampico Avenida Primera 2002
telephone 01152868 812 4402
Merida Campeche Yucatan and Quintana Roo Calle 60
no 338K x 29 y 31 Col Alcala Martin Merida Yucatan
Mexico 97050 telephone 01152999 942 5700 or 202
250 3711 US number
Monterrey Nuevo Leon Durango Zacatecas San Luis







Potosi and the southern part of Coahuila Avenida
Constitucion 411 Poniente telephone 01152818 047
3100


Nogales the northern part of Sonora Calle San Jose
Nogales Sonora telephone 01152631 311 8150
Nuevo Laredo the northern part of Coahuila and the
northwestern part of Tamaulipas Calle Allende 3330
col Jardin telephone 01152867 7140512
Tijuana Baja California Norte and Baja California Sur
Tapachula 96 telephone 01152664 622 7400
All other Mexican states and the Federal District of
Mexico City are part of the Embassy consular district
Consular Agencies
Acapulco Hotel Continental Emporio Costera Miguel
Aleman 121 local 14 telephone 01152744 484 0300
or 01152744 469 0556
Cabo San Lucas Blvd Marina local c4 Plaza Nautica
col Centro telephone 01152624 143 3566
Canczn Plaza Caracol two second level no 320323
Boulevard Kukulcan km 85 Zona Hotelera telephone
01152998 883 0272 or 202 640 2511 a US
number
Ciudad Acuqa Closed until further notice
Cozumel Plaza Villa Mar en el Centro Plaza Principal
Parque Juarez between Melgar and 5th ave 2nd floor
locales 8 and 9 telephone 01152987 872 4574 or
202 459 4661 a US number
IxtapaZihuatanejo Hotel Fontan Blvd Ixtapa
telephone 01152755 553 2100
Mazatlan Playa Gaviotas 202 Zona Dorada telephone
01152669 9165889
Oaxaca Macedonio Alcala no 407 interior 20 telephone
01152951 5143054 011 52951 516 2853
Piedras Negras Abasolo 211 Zona Centro Piedras
Negras Coah Tel 01152878 782 5586
Playa del Carmen The Palapa Calle 1 Sur between
Avenida 15 and Avenida 20 telephone 01152984 873
0303 or 202 3706708aUS number
Puerto Vallarta Paradise Plaza Paseo de los Cocoteros
1 Local 4 Interior 17 Nuevo Vallarta Nayarit
telephone 01152322 222 0069
Reynosa Calle Monterrey 390 Esq Sinaloa Colonia


START OF SECTION 3


SIPDIS


EO 13526 NA
TAGS CASC PTER ASEC MX
SUBJECT TRAVEL ALERT MEXICO


Rodrmguez telephone 01152899 923 9331


San Luis Potosm Edificio Las Terrazas Avenida


Venustiano Carranza 207641 Col Polanco telephone
0115244481178027803
San Miguel de Allende Dr Hernandez Macias 72
telephone 01152415 152 2357 or 01152415 152
0068


7 Minimize considered


CLINTON


BT


0871











From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverificatioramaildocaov


Subject TRAVEL WARNING MEXICO 1 The Department of State has issued this Travel Warning to inform US citizens
traveling to and living in Mexico about the security situation in Mexico The


Date Friday August 27 201060456 PM
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RUEHPU AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE
INFO RUESBKCATO ASIA
RUEHFSIDIR FSINFATC
RHEHNSCWHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTON DC
RUEPTRSDEPT OF TREASURY WASHINGTON DC
RUEHPHCDC ATLANTA
RUCPDOCALL USDOC DISTDIR COLLECTIVE WASHINGTON DC
RHMCSUUCDRAMC FT BELVOIR VA
RUEAHQAHQ USAF WASHINGTON DC XOXXI
RUZDADIHQ AFOSI DOQ ANDREWS AFB MD IVOA
RHMCSUUFAA NATIONAL HQ WASHINGTON DC
RHMCSUUCOMNAVAIRSYSCOM PATUXENT RIVER MD
RHMFIUUNRC WASHINGTON DC
RHMFISSCDR USCENTCOM MACDILL AFB FL
RUCPCIMCIM NTDB WASHINGTON DC
RHMCSUUCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
RHMFIUUCDR USPACOM HONOLULU HI
RHMFISSCDR USSOUTHCOM MIAMI FL
BT


UNCLAS STATE 090790
INFORM CONSULS


THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE


EO 13526 NA
TAGS CASC PTER ASEC MX
SUBJECT TRAVEL WARNING MEXICO


1 The Department of State has issued this Travel
Warning to inform US citizens traveling to and living
in Mexico about the security situation in Mexico The
authorized departure of family members of US government
personnel from US Consulates in the northern Mexico
border cities of Tijuana Nogales Ciudad Juarez Nuevo
Laredo Monterrey and Matamoros remains in place
However based upon a security review in Monterrey
following the August 20 2010 shooting in front of the
American Foundation School in Monterrey and the high
incidence of kidnappings in the Monterrey area US
government personnel from the Consulate General in
Monterrey have been advised that the immediate practical
and reliable way to reduce the security risks for
children of US Government personnel is to remove them
from the city Beginning September 10 2010 the
Consulate General in Monterrey will become a partially
unaccompanied post with no minor dependents of US
government employees This Travel Warning supersedes
the Travel Warning for Mexico dated July 16 2010 to note
the changing security situation in Monterrey
2 Millions of US citizens safely visit Mexico each







year This includes tens of thousands who cross the
border every day for study tourism or business and at
least one million US citizens who live in Mexico The


Mexican government makes a considerable effort to protect
US citizens and other visitors to major tourist
destinations Resort areas and tourist destinations in


Mexico do not see the levels of drug related violence and
crime reported in the border region and in areas along
major drug trafficking routes Nevertheless crime and
violence are serious problems While most victims of
violence are Mexican citizens associated with criminal


activity the security situation poses serious risks for
US citizens as well


3 It is imperative that US citizens understand the
risks involved in travel to Mexico how best to avoid
dangerous situations and who to contact if one becomes a
victim of crime or violence Common sense precautions
such as visiting only legitimate business and tourist
areas during daylight hours and avoiding areas where
criminal activity might occur can help ensure that
travel to Mexico is safe and enjoyable US citizen
victims of crime in Mexico are urged to contact the
consular section of the nearest US Consulate or Embassy
for advice and assistance Contact information is


provided at the end of this message
4 General Conditions


Since 2006 the Mexican government has engaged in an
extensive effort to combat drug trafficking organizations
DTOs Mexican DTOs meanwhile have been engaged in a
vicious struggle with each other for control of
trafficking routes In order to prevent and combat
violence the government of Mexico has deployed military
troops and federal police throughout the country US
citizens should expect to encounter military and other
law enforcement checkpoints when traveling in Mexico and
are urged to cooperate fully DTOs have erected
unauthorized checkpoints and killed motorists who have
not stopped at them In confrontations with the Mexican
army and police DTOs have employed automatic weapons and
grenades In some cases assailants have worn full or
partial police or military uniforms and have used
vehicles that resemble police vehicles According to
published reports 22700 people have been killed in
narcotics related violence since 2006 The great
majority of those killed have been members of DTOs
However innocent bystanders have been killed in


START OF SECTION 2


INFORM CONSULS


EO 13526 NA
TAGS CASC PTER ASEC MX
SUBJECT TRAVEL WARNING MEXICO


shootouts between DTOs and Mexican law enforcement or


between rival DTOs


5 Recent violent attacks and persistent security
concerns have prompted the US Embassy to urge US
citizens to defer unnecessary travel to Michoacan and
Tamaulipas to parts of Chihuahua Sinaloa Durango and
Coahuila see details below and to advise US citizens
residing or traveling in those areas to exercise extreme
caution







6 Violence Along the USMexico Border
Much of the country narcotics related violence has
occurred in the northern border region For example
since 2006 three times as many people have been murdered
in Ciudad Juarez in the state of Chihuahua across from
El Paso Texas than in any other city in Mexico More
than half of all Americans killed in Mexico in FY 2009


whose deaths were reported to the US Embassy were
killed in the border cities of Ciudad Juarez and Tijuana
7 Since 2006 large firefights have taken place in
towns and cities in many parts of Mexico often in broad
daylight on streets and other public venues Such
firefights have occurred mostly in northern Mexico
including Ciudad Juarez Tijuana Chihuahua City
Nogales Nuevo Laredo Piedras Negras Reynosa Matamoros
and Monterrey Firefights have also occurred in Nayarit
Jalisco and Colima During some of these incidents US
citizens have been trapped and temporarily prevented from
leaving the area
8 The situation in northern Mexico remains fluid the
location and timing of future armed engagements cannot be
predicted US citizens are urged to exercise extreme
caution when traveling throughout the region
particularly in those areas specifically mentioned in
this Travel Warning
9 The level of violence in Monterrey is increasing and
has spread to areas near a school where many US citizen
children attend Local police and private patrols do not
have the capacity to deter criminal elements from areas
around schools Given the increasing level of violence
that is occurring all over Monterrey school children are
at a significantly increased risk Based on this and
combined with the high incidence of kidnappings in the
Monterrey area US government personnel from the
Consulate General have been advised that the immediate
practical and reliable way to reduce the security risks
for their children is to remove them from the city
Beginning September 10 2010 the Consulate General in
Monterrey will become a partially unaccompanied post with
no minor dependents of US government employees
10 In recent months DTOs have used stolen trucks to
block major highways and thus prevent the military from
responding to criminal activity most notably in the area
around Monterrey Also in Monterrey DTOs have kidnapped
guests out of reputable hotels in the downtown area
blocking off adjoining streets to prevent law enforcement
response DTOs have also attacked Mexican government
facilities such as military barracks and a customs and
immigration post
11 The situation in the state of Chihuahua
specifically Ciudad Juarez is of special concern
Mexican authorities report that more than 2600 people
were killed in Ciudad Juarez in 2009 Three persons
associated with the Consulate General were murdered in


March 2010 US citizens should defer unnecessary
travel to Ciudad Juarez and to the Guadalupe Bravo area
southeast of Ciudad Juarez From the United States
these areas are often reached through the Fabens and Fort
Hancock TX ports ofentry In both areas American
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citizens have been victims of drug related violence
There have been recent incidents of serious narcotics


related violence in the vicinity of the Copper Canyon in
Chihuahua


12 The Consular agency in Reynosa Tamaulipas was
closed temporarily in February 2010 in response to
firefights between police and DTOs and between DTOs In
April 2010 a grenade thrown into the Consulate compound
at 1100 PM caused damage to the US Consulate General
in Nuevo Laredo Tamaulipas The Consulate General in
Nuevo Laredo and the Consular Agency in Piedras Negras
Coahuila were closed for one day as a result The
Consulate General in Nuevo Laredo prohibits employees
from entering the entertainment zone in Nuevo Laredo
known as Boys Town because of concerns about violent
crime in that area


13 Between 2006 and 2009 the number of narcotics
related murders in the state of Durango increased ten
fold The cities of Durango and Gomez Palacio and the
area known as La Laguna in the state of Coahuila which
includes the city of Torreon have experienced sharp
increases in violence In late 2009 and early 2010 four
visiting US citizens were murdered in Gomez Palacio
Durango These are among several murders in the state of
Durango that have been cause for particular concern and
that remain under investigation
14 Travelers on the highways between Monterrey and the
United States notably through Nuevo Laredo and
Matamoros have been targeted for robbery that has
resulted in violence and have also been caught in
incidents of gunfire between criminals and Mexican law
enforcement Travelers should defer unnecessary travel
on Mexican Highway 2 between Reynosa and Nuevo Laredo due
to the ongoing violent competition between DTOs in that
area Criminals have followed and harassed US citizens


traveling in their vehicles in border areas including
Nuevo Laredo Matamoros and Tijuana US citizens
traveling by road to and from the US border through
Nuevo Leon Coahuila Durango and Sinaloa should be
especially vigilant Criminals appear to especially
target SUVs and full size pickup trucks for theft and
car jacking along these routes
15 Continued concerns regarding road safety along the
Mexican border have prompted the US Mission in Mexico
to impose certain restrictions on US government
employees transiting the area Effective July 15 2010
Mission employees and their families may not travel by
vehicle across the USMexico border to or from any post
in the interior of Mexico This policy also applies to
employees and their families transiting Mexico to and
from Central American posts This policy does not apply
to employees and their family members assigned to border
posts Tijuana Nogales Ciudad Juarez Nuevo Laredo and
Matamoros although they may not drive to interior posts
as outlined above Travel is permitted between
Hermosillo and Nogales but not permitted from Hermosillo







to any other interior posts
16 Crime and Violence Throughout Mexico
Although narcotics related crime is a particular concern
along Mexico northern border violence has occurred
throughout the country including in areas frequented by
American tourists US citizens traveling in Mexico
should exercise caution in unfamiliar areas and be aware


of their surroundings at all times Bystanders have been
injured or killed in violent attacks in cities across the
country demonstrating the heightened risk of violence in
public places In recent years dozens of US citizens
living in Mexico have been kidnapped and most of their
cases remain unsolved
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17 One of Mexicos most powerful DTOs is based in the
state of Sinaloa Since 2006 more homicides have
occurred in the state capital city of Culiacan than in
any other city in Mexico with the exception of Ciudad
Juarez Furthermore the city of Mazatlan has experienced
a recent increase in violent crime with more murders in
the first quarter of 2010 than in all of 2009 US
citizens should defer unnecessary travel to Culiacan and
exercise extreme caution when visiting the rest of the
state


18 The state of Michoacan is home to another of


Mexico most dangerous DTOs La Familia In June


2010 14 federal police were killed in an ambush near
Zitacuaro in the southeastern corner of the state In


April 2010 the Secretary for Public Security for
Michoacan was shot in a DTO ambush Security incidents
have also occurred in and around the States world famous


butterfly sanctuaries In 2008 a grenade attack on a
public gathering in Morelia the state capital killed
eight people US citizens should defer unnecessary
travel to the area If travel in Michoacan is


unavoidable US citizens should exercise extreme
caution especially outside major tourist areas
19 US citizens should exercise extreme caution when


traveling in the northwestern part of the state of
Guerrero which likewise has a strong DTO presence US
citizens should not take the dangerous isolated road
through Ciudad Altamirano to the beach resorts of Ixtapa
and Zihuatanejo The popular beach resort of Acapulco
has been affected by narcotics related violence In
April 2010 three innocent bystanders were killed in a
shootout between Mexican police and DTO members in broad
daylight in one of the city main tourist areas In the
same month numerous incidents of narcotics related
violence occurred in the city of Cuernavaca in the State
of Morelos a popular destination for American language
students


20 US citizens should also exercise extreme caution


when traveling in southern Nayarit in and near the city
of Tepic which has recently experienced unpredictable
incidents of DTO violence The number of violent


incidents involving DTOs has increased in recent months







throughout Jalisco Nayarit and Colima
21 US citizens traveling to towns and villages with
large indigenous communities located predominantly but
not exclusively in southern Mexico should be aware that
land disputes between residents and between residents and
local authorities have led to violence In April 2010
two members of a non governmental aid organization one
of whom was a foreign citizen were murdered near the
village of San Juan Capola in Oaxaca
22 Safety Recommendations
US citizens who believe they are being targeted for
kidnapping or other crimes should notify Mexican law
enforcement officials and the US Embassy in Mexico City
or the nearest US consulate as soon as possible Any
US visitors who suspect they are a target should
consider returning to the United States immediately
US citizens should be aware that many cases of violent
crime are never resolved by Mexican law enforcement and
the US government has no authority to investigate
crimes committed in Mexico


23 US citizens should make every attempt to travel on
main roads during daylight hours particularly the toll
cuota roads which generally are more secure When


warranted the US Embassy and consulates advise their
employees as well as private US citizens to avoid
certain areas abstain from driving on certain roads
because of dangerous conditions or criminal activity or
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recommend driving during daylight hours only When this
happens the Embassy or the affected consulate will alert
the local US citizen Warden network and post the
information on their respective websites indicating the
nature of the concern and the expected time period for
which the restriction will remain in place
24 US citizen visitors are encouraged to stay in the
well known tourist areas Travelers should leave their


itinerary with a friend or family member not traveling
with them avoid traveling alone and check with their
cellular provider prior to departure to confirm that
their cell phone is capable of roaming on GSM or 3G
international networks Cell phone coverage in isolated
parts of Mexico for example the Copper Canyon is
spotty or non existent
25 Do not display expensive looking jewelry large
amounts of money or other valuable items Travelers to
remote or isolated venues should be aware that they may
be distant from appropriate medical law enforcement and
consular services in an emergency situation
26 US citizens applying for passports or requesting
other feebased services from consulates or the Embassy
are encouraged to make arrangements to pay for those
services using a non cash method US citizens should
be alert for credit card fraud especially outside major
commercial establishments


27 American employees of the US Embassy are
prohibited from hailing taxis on the street in Mexico







City because of frequent robberies American citizens
are urged to only use taxis associated with the organized
taxi stands sitios that are common throughout
Mexico


28 US citizens should be alert to pickpockets and
general street crime throughout Mexico but especially in
large cities Between FY 2006 and FY 2009 the number of
US passports reported stolen in Mexico rose from 184 to
288


29 Demonstrations and Large Public Gatherings
Demonstrations occur frequently throughout Mexico and are
usually peaceful However even demonstrations intended
to be peaceful can turn confrontational and escalate to
violence unexpectedly Violent demonstrations have
resulted in deaths including that of an American citizen
in Oaxaca in 2006 During demonstrations or law
enforcement operations US citizens are advised to
remain in their homes or hotels avoid large crowds and
avoid the downtown and surrounding areas
30 Demonstrators in Mexico may block traffic on roads
including major arteries or take control of toll booths
on highways US citizens should avoid confrontations
in such situations


31 Since the timing and routes of scheduled marches and
demonstrations are always subject to change US
citizens should monitor local media sources for new


developments and exercise extreme caution while within
the vicinity of protests
32 The Mexican Constitution prohibits political
activities by foreigners and such actions may result in
detention andor deportation US citizens are
therefore advised to avoid participating in
demonstrations or other activities that might be deemed
political by Mexican authorities As is always the case
in any large gathering US citizens should remain alert
to their surroundings
33 Further Information
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US citizens are urged to monitor local media for
information about fast breaking situations that could
affect their security
34 US citizens are encouraged to review the US
Embassy Mexico Security Update The update contains
information about recent security incidents in Mexico
that could affect the safety of the traveling public
35 For more detailed information on staying safe in
Mexico please see the Mexico Country Specific
Information Information on security and travel to
popular tourist destinations is also provided in the
publication Spring Break in Mexico Know Before You
Go


36 For the latest security information US citizens
traveling abroad should regularly monitor the
Department internet web site where the current
Worldwide Caution Travel Warnings and Travel Alerts can
be found Uptodate information on security can also be







obtained by calling 1888 407 4747 toll free in the
United States and Canada or for callers from Mexico a
regular toll line at 001 202 501 4444 These numbers are
available from 800 am to 800 pm Eastern Time
Monday through Friday except US federal holidays
US citizens traveling or residing overseas are
encouraged to register with the appropriate US Embassy
or Consulate on the State Department travel
registration website
37 US citizens resident or traveling in Mexico are
urged to register with the Embassy or nearest US
consulate via the Department of State on line
registration service Travel registration allows the
Department of State to contact its citizens in the event
of an emergency and to provide uptodate safety and
security information Registrants wishing to receive
such information must provide an email address with
their registration All registrants are urged to provide
complete contact information and a departure date when
completing their registration on line
38 For any emergencies involving US citizens in
Mexico please contact the US Embassy or the closest
US Consulate The numbers provided below for the
Embassy and Consulates are available around the clock
The US Embassy is located in Mexico City at Paseo de la
Reforma 305 Colonia Cuauhtemoc telephone from the
United States 011 52 555080 2000 telephone within
Mexico City 5080 2000 telephone long distance within
Mexico 01 555080 2000 You may also contact the Embassy
by email at ACSMexicoCity@stategov
39 Consulates with consular districts
Ciudad Juarez Chihuahua Paseo de la Victoria 3650
tel 01152656 227 3000
Guadalajara Nayarit Jalisco Aguas Calientes and
Colima Progreso 175 telephone 01152333 268 2100
Hermosillo Sinaloa and the southern part of the state of
Sonora Avenida Monterrey 141 telephone 01152662
289 3500


Matamoros the southern part of Tamaulipas with the
exception of the city of Tampico Avenida Primera 2002
telephone 01152868 812 4402
Merida Campeche Yucatan and Quintana Roo Calle 60
no 338K x 29 y 31 Col Alcala Martin Merida Yucatan
Mexico 97050 telephone 01152999 942 5700 or 202
250 3711 US number
Monterrey Nuevo Leon Durango Zacatecas San Luis
Potosi and the southern part of Coahuila Avenida
Constitucion 411 Poniente telephone 01152818 047
3100


Nogales the northern part of Sonora Calle San Jose
Nogales Sonora telephone 01152631 311 8150
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Nuevo Laredo the northern part of Coahuila and the
northwestern part of Tamaulipas Calle Allende 3330
col Jardin telephone 01152867 7140512
Tijuana Baja California Norte and Baja California Sur







Tapachula 96 telephone 01152664 622 7400
All other Mexican states and the Federal District of
Mexico City are part of the Embassy consular district
40 Consular Agencies
Acapulco Hotel Continental Emporio Costera Miguel
Aleman 121 local 14 telephone 01152744 484 0300
or 01152744 469 0556
Cabo San Lucas Blvd Marina local c4 Plaza Nautica
col Centro telephone 01152624 143 3566
Canczn Plaza Caracol two second level no 320323
Boulevard Kukulcan km 85 Zona Hotelera telephone
01152998 883 0272 or 202 640 2511 a US
number
Ciudad Acuqa Closed until further notice
Cozumel Plaza Villa Mar en el Centro Plaza Principal
Parque Juarez between Melgar and 5th ave 2nd floor
locales 8 and 9 telephone 01152987 872 4574 or
202 459 4661 a US number
IxtapaZihuatanejo Hotel Fontan Blvd Ixtapa
telephone 01152755 553 2100
Mazatlan Playa Gaviotas 202 Zona Dorada telephone
01152669 916 5889
Oaxaca Macedonio Alcala no 407 interior 20 telephone
01152951 5143054 011 52951 516 2853
Piedras Negras Abasolo 211 Zona Centro Piedras
Negras Coah Tel 01152878 782 5586
Playa del Carmen The Palapa Calle 1 Sur between
Avenida 15 and Avenida 20 telephone 01152984 873
0303 or 202 3706708aUS number
Puerto Vallarta Paradise Plaza Paseo de los Cocoteros
1 Local 4 Interior 17 Nuevo Vallarta Nayarit
telephone 01152322 222 0069
Reynosa Calle Monterrey 390 Esq Sinaloa Colonia
Rodrmguez telephone 01152899 923 9331


San Luis Potosm Edificio Las Terrazas Avenida


Venustiano Carranza 207641 Col Polanco telephone
0115244481178027803
San Miguel de Allende Dr Hernandez Macias 72
telephone 01152415 152 2357 or 01152415 152
0068
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From Michael Barnette


To Tracy Dunn


Subject enforcement proposal
Date Tuesday August 31 2010 101942 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Tracy
Would it be possible to get a copy of the TED enforcement proposal
Thanks
Mike
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From John Mitchell


To Alexis Gutierrez Hoffman Robert Hoffman David Bernhart Michael Barnette Barbara Schroeder
Cc Dale Stevens Jack Forrester Charles W Taylor


Subject Harvesting view of TED compliance problems
Date Tuesday August 31 201073245 PM
Attachments TED Compliance Bullets SEFSC Harvestina Svstemsodf


Compliance Issue D Stevensdoc


JohnMitchellvcf


All


After last weeks round of calls to discuss TED compliance issues I
felt Harvesting needed to weigh in I asked Dale and Jack for their
input As you all know Dale has been working for many years to boost
LE efforts and has done a great job with the GMT I have attached
Dales memo to me for your review


I have also attached some bullets of our view of the problem and
solutions I plan to forward the bullet document in memo form to Bonnie
as well


JM







SEFSC Harvesting Systems Pascagoula Response
TED Compliance Problems in TX and LA 83010


1 Recent trips by SEFSC Harvesting Systems Unit TED specialists to TX
and LA revealed poor TED compliance In LA 29 vessels received
courtesy dockside inspections Of these 21 vessels were observed to have TED
violations which could result in the capture and possible death of a sea turtle


2 Fishermen know the TED requirements most can recite them verbatim when
asked Additional fisher outreach is not the answer to improving compliance


3 Recent conference calls between SERO OLE and SEFSC seem to favor the
following solutions to poor compliance increasing LE TED inspections through
increased JEA efforts TX and increased OLE funding to hire 8 enforcement
officers EOsand reestablishment of the OLE PRET teams OLE PRET teams
consisting of 2 officers each would be stationed in TX LA MSAL and FL per
SE ASAC Tracy Dunn


4 The Harvesting Unit has been involved in TED development fisher outreach and
LE training for 30 years We communicate with fishermen almost daily on TED
issues Fishermen have come to view TED enforcement as contradictory loosely
interpreted and completely predictable Enforcement is fully expected during
shrimp season openings and as a delayed kneejerk reaction to sea turtle
stranding events


5 While JEA agreements with States should have resulted in an increase in TED
enforcement it has not A lack of topdown LE emphasis on TED enforcement
appears to be the primary reason


6 In an effort to boost TED enforcement and increase fisher outreach the
Harvesting Unit initiated a Gear Monitoring Team GMT in 2003 The purpose
of the team is To provide shrimp fishers with a mobile NOAA Fisheries unit
that could provide dockside and atsea courtesy TED and BRD inspections better
TEDs better compliance and To provide marine law enforcement with atsea
training and technical assistance via a dedicated platform GMT 25 RHI and
TED experts Since 2003 the GMT has trained hundreds of Federal and State
officers and has been an effective enforcement tool when gear specialists are
coupled with qualified and motivated LE officers


7 The GMT is staffed with one full time gear specialist and an operating budget of
18K 2010 The GMT at its current level could be made even more effective
with the addition of LE officers fully dedicated to TED enforcement


8 The effectiveness of the GMT is due to the presence of a TED specialist during a
TED inspection Experience has shown that LE officers are more likely to take
action against a TED violation if a TED specialist has provided verification







9 We disagree with the OLE proposal to establish 4 miniPRETs throughout the SE
region Past experience with the 1990sPRET and State LEs has shown that in
addition to comprehensive basic TEDs training LE officers want a gear specialist
present during atsea operations We could not support the 4 PRET level of
activity with current staff


10 We feel that a more effective solution would be smaller highly qualified teams
consisting of 2 EOs and 2 TED specialiststeam Such teams could conduct
focused highly effective boardings in a given area Teams should be based in the
Gulf and SE Atlantic and should rely on GMT expertise as to when and where to
conduct operations Operations should be coordinated through the GMT lead
based in Pascagoula Harvesting Unit


11 In order to support the PRETGMT scenario SEFSC Pascagoula will need to hire
2 FTE gear specialists and acquire a permanent operating budget Total cost will
require an annual ATB of 250K


12 No TED inspections are better than incorrect TED inspections We strongly
recommend that TED inspections ONLY be conducted by qualified TED
inspectors who have been trained and certified by the PRETGMT With
adequate staff and assets TED inspector certification classes could be held in
Pascagoula MS by NOAA TED specialists twice a year


13 Improving TED compliance will require a significant change in the TED penalty
schedule and an increase in the issuance of substantive fines and or prosecution of
offenders In the last 3 years the GMT has consistently identified excessive
TED angles 65 degrees and improper TED openings as chronic
violations in certain areas and among groups of shrimp fishers in the Gulf Such
violations often result in ineffective verbal warnings or fix it notices from LE


14 Recommendations regarding increases or revisions to penalties for TED
violations include


TED angles from 61 to 70 degrees summary settlement of
75000 to 100000TED


TED angles exceeding 70 degrees seizure of the catch and


fines assessed commensurate with completely sewn shut TED
Current penalties for undersized escape openings need significant revision
in order to capture the broad range of violations that have been observed
Vessels operating only in State waters ie no option to revoke Federal
shrimp permits found with significant TED violations should result in
catch or gear seizure


15 Shrimp fishermen will continue to ignore TED regulations until inspection
effort is increased and conducted unexpectedly More importantly
inspections must be conducted in a technically consistent manner with
penalties for violators which will adversely effect their continued fishing
operations
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August 30 2010


MEMORANDUM FOR John Mitchell Harvesting Systems Unit Leader


FROM Dale Stevens FMES Harvesting Systems


SUBJECT Views on TED Enforcement Response to August 25 2010
Conference Call with SERO and OLE


I wanted to express my thoughts on the August 25 2010 conference call with SERO and OLE
concerning the reports of poor TED compliance in the shrimp fishery As a NOAA Fisheries gear
specialist who has been working with industry and marine law enforcement for 20 years to
improve compliance I have expressed my concern with poor enforcement and industry compliance
in the past see trip report dated 5409 Solutions to the immediate compliance problems as
expressed by NOAA OLE during the conference call are in my view the more of the same actions
that have been in place or have been tried for years now Pulse enforcement operations that occur
only at the beginning of a shrimp season opening or after a turtle stranding event is not effective in
assuring TED compliance in the shrimp trawl fishery All the fishermen workshops net shop visits
and walking the docks to educate and inform fishermen on the proper way to construct and use a
TED have been done over and over again To suggest that we need more workshops for fishermen
and net makers is NOT the answer You can ask any fisherman in the industry what the TED angle
escape opening and escape hole cut requirements are and they can tell you The information is out
there the fishermen know it Mr Gary Graham with Texas Sea Grant called me on August 19
2010 after hearing that TED compliance in the Western Gulf was not at the level it should be He
asked me WHERE DID WE DROP THE BALL ON TEDS AND WHY ARE THE FISHERMEN
NOT IN COMPLIANCE I do not feel that we have dropped the ball Again the fisherman know
the TED requirements


The US Coast Guard has outstanding fisheries training facilities in both the Gulf and South
Atlantic I recently visited the Gulf facility GRFTC and reviewed their training materials and their
methods for teaching boarding officers the correct way to measure TEDs and BRDs
The SE OLE ASAC Tracy Dunn stated on the conference call that when he was based in
Charleston SC he had to continually ask the Coast to conduct TED inspections In my opinion you
can place a NOAA OLE Agent in every port as was suggested by Mr Dunn to encourage the
Coast Guard to conduct TED inspections however this is ineffective in assuring the TEDs are being
properly checked When it comes down to getting on a vessel at sea and conducting an effective
TED inspection it is all in the hands of that boarding officer as to how thorough the inspection is
conducted During a typical shrimp vessel boarding by the USCG the inspection officer has a long
list of things that require their attention ie vessel and crew documentation safety checksetc and
many times the TED is only checked to insure it is not sewn closed Other equally serious
violations such as excessive TED angles or incorrect openings go unnoticed during these
inspections One could argue that any TEDs boarding is better than nothing but an undetected steep
angled TED is as bad as a TED sewn completely closed


Recently I conducted a courtesy TEDs boarding of a vessel in Texas The Captain informed me
that his TEDs were recently checked by both Coast Guard and NOAA OLE during two separate







boardings Both inspectors gave him a document stating the TEDs were in compliance I asked the
Captain if he knew what the requirements were for his TEDs and he correctly informed me of all
the required measurements When I measured the TED openings I found that the single flap
covering the escape opening that would stretch to only to 54inches federal law requires a
minimum of 71inches when stretched I asked the fisherman if an angle meter was used to check
the angle he stated that it was not I asked him if a measuring tape was used to check the escape
opening and he again stated that it was not Such poorly executed inspections do more harm than
good They indicate to fishermen who clearly know the regulations that the TED laws are very
loosely enforced and that even the enforcers do not know the regulations


I do not know the full scope ofNOAAsJoint Enforcement AgreementJEAwith the different
states however based on my 8 years of working to train State fisheries officers in TED inspection
methods I feel theJEAhas not been an effective tool in assuring TED compliance within the
shrimp trawl fishery While I know TEDs are not the only thing covered under theJEAit is my
understanding that TED enforcement is a part of that agreement During the conference call ASAC
Dunn stated that theJEA is a political issue which he has little control over Again based on my
extensive efforts to work with State marine enforcement to insure they are adequately trained in
TEDs inspections their interest and response has been poor TED enforcement seems to be low on
the list of priorities with all the State marine enforcement agencies


Additionally there seems to be a lack of oversight on the part ofNOAA as to how the JEA works to
enforce TEDs During a TED training class which I held for a State marine enforcement agency
one of the State officers stated that he didntreally need TEDs training as he conducted TED patrols
on a weekly basis He stated that he had recently conducted a patrol during which he traveled 140
miles round trip and checked 40 vessels in one day Based on my experience I seriously doubted
the truth of this statement especially if a thorough TED inspection were conducted on each vessel
I asked the officer how they conducted that many boardings in one day He told me that they did not
board the vessels they only patrolled past them and recorded names I am sure this looked good on
theirJEAreport but it doesnt do much for ensuring the protection of sea turtles


I have conducted many training classes with marine enforcement groups on how to properly check a
TED for compliance Again these types of activities may look very good in a summary JEA report
stating that 50 or 60 officers were trained in the proper procedures for checking a TED Throupjh my
followup discussions with the State agencies I have found that while the officers have been
trained there is little if any followup LE TEDs activity In short the majority of officers never use
their training


All the training for fishermen and enforcement pulse boardingswalking the docks threatening
fishermen of future enforcement efforts that may be forthcoming has proven to be ineffective in
ensuring the proper use of TEDs In my opinion the only way to insure insure TED compliance in
the shrimp trawl fishery is to conduct regular patrols that include complete and thorough TED
inspections by qualified TED inspectors This is the only way to assure TED compliance to the level
needed to protect sea turtles I propose assembling two gear monitoring teams GMTsconsisting
of two Pascagoula gear specialistsand two NOAA enforcement officers on each team The
direction and scheduling of these teams for TED enforcement throughout the Gulf of Mexico and
South Atlantic should be delegated to the Harvesting Systems Unit in Pascagoula MS All efforts in
the past have proven to be ineffective in the long term for ensuring the proper use of TEDs in the
US shrimp fishery Until a consistent enforcement effort is made to continually monitor and
inspect TEDs throughout the fishery sea turtle protection will remain at an unacceptable level







Another subject that needs addressing is the penalty schedule for TEDs At the present time the
penalty for a non compliant FED is much less than that of non compliant BRD The penalty for a
dysfunctional BRD is 75000 per net The penalty for a dysfunctional TED is only 25000 per net
for anything less than a 79degree grid angle and escape openings greater than 2 inches below the
requirement An escape opening that is 3inches below the requirement may not adversely affect a
turtles release depending on the size of the turtle however an escape opening that is 25 inches
below the requirement will affect a turtles release A vessel equipped with a TED or TEDs that
exceed a 60degree angle will result in the capture and possible death of a sea turtle To give a
fisherman a verbal warning or a fixit notice for a TED with an angle up to 65degrees is going to
result in the deaths of sea turtles This penalty schedule should be revised a vessel operating with a
TED or TEDs whose grid angles range from 56 to 60degrees should be given a verbal warning and
be made to correct the problem before the TED goes back in the water A TED with a 61 to 70
degree grid angle should be assessed a summary settlement of 75000 to 100000 per TED For
grid angles that exceed 70degrees the catch should be seized as it would be for completely sewn
TEDs or no TEDS at all The comment was made that vessels operating in state waters could not be
forced to pay a summary settlement penalty if this is the case than a vessel operating in state waters
should have their catch and TEDs not the complete net seized for anything over a 60degree angle
Until these fishermen are penalized to a point that it adversely effects their operations they are
going to continue to ignore the regulations that have been pit in place to protect sea turtles
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To John Mitchell


Cc Hoffman Robert Hoffman David Bernhart Michael Barnette Barbara Schroeder Dale Stevens Jack
Forrester Charles W Taylor Barbara Schroeder


Subject Re Harvesting view of TED compliance problems
Date Tuesday August 31 201075253 PM


Hi John
Thanks for circulating Leadership is this week Can we share these


sentiments with Jim Lecky Also Dales memo references a May 2009
document Can you please share that Thanks A


John Mitchell wrote


All


After last weeks round of calls to discuss TED compliance issues I
felt Harvesting needed to weigh in I asked Dale and Jack for their
input As you all know Dale has been working for many years to boost
LE efforts and has done a great job with the GMT I have attached
Dales memo to me for your review
I have also attached some bullets of our view of the problem and
solutions I plan to forward the bullet document in memo form to
Bonnie as well


JM







From JohnMitchellnanoaaaov


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Hoffman Robert Hoffman David Bernhart Michael Barnette Barbara Schroeder Dale Stevens Jack
Forrester Charles W Taylor


Subject Re Harvesting view of TED compliance problems
Date Wednesday September 01 201085146 AM
Attachments D GMT Report Galveston Texas Mav 09odf


Alexis May 09 GMT report attached with important sections highlighted
7M


Original Message


From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Date Tuesday August 31 2010 652 pm


Subject Re Harvesting view of TED compliance problems


Hi John
Thanks for circulating Leadership is this week Can we share
these


sentiments with Jim Lecky Also Dales memo references a May 2009
document Can you please share that Thanks A


John Mitchell wrote


All


After last weeks round of calls to discuss TED compliance
issues I


felt Harvesting needed to weigh in I asked Dale and Jack for
their


input As you all know Dale has been working for many years to
boost


LE efforts and has done a great job with the GMT I have
attached


Dales memo to me for your review
I have also attached some bullets of our view of the problem


and


solutions I plan to forward the bullet document in memo form
to


Bonnie as well


JM
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service


Southeast Fisheries Science Center


I Mississippi Laboratories
11 PO Drawer 1207


Pascagoula MS 395681207


May 11 2009


MEMORANDUM FOR John Mitchell


FROM Dale Stevens


SUBJECT Gear Monitoring Team GMT Trip Report
TED Enforcement Training
Galveston TX May 48 2009


On May 4 2009 Dale Stevens departed Pascagoula Mississippi enroute to Galveston Texas The
purpose of this trip was to provide training to NOAA Law enforcement NOAA OLE Texas Parks


Wildlife TPW and the United States Coast Guard USCG in conducting at sea TED
boardings on commercial shrimp trawlers along the coastal waters of eastern Texas


During the week prior to this operation information was received concerning sea turtles stranding
along the beaches of Louisiana West of Cameron The original plan for this operation was to focus
the effort on the coastal waters of Texas from Galveston west to Palacios After receiving word of
the strandings effort was focused on an area from Freeport TX east to Cameron LA On board for
this training were SA Matt Clark NOAA OLE Lieutenant William Skeen TPW and USCG
Boarding Officers Denny Druster Warren Fair Roy Smith and Robert Martin


On May 5 6 2009 at sea boardings were conducted from Freeport TX east to an area offshore of
Crystal Beach TX During these two days 14 vessels were inspected with only minor violations
such as long flaps and chaffing webbing sewn down 3 to 4 inches on the sides


On May 7 2009 at sea boardings were conducted from the Sabine ship channel east toward
Cameron LA and into the area where turtle strandings occurred a week earlier Six vessels were
boarded four of these vessels had a combined total of twelve TEDs with angles that exceeded 55
degrees the maximum allowed by law The Captains of these vessels were questioned as to the
areas in which they had been trawling during the past several weeks all reported they had been
trawling between Cameron and Sabine


During this last day of boardings weather conditions were extremely rough and deteriorating we
returned to Sabine and ended the operation Dale Stevens returned to Pascagoula MS on May 8
2009


In conducting a review of this operation and the TED problems which were observed in the two
states Texas and Louisiana I provide the following comments


Based on extensive testing which the Harvesting Systems Unit has conducted
on the turtle exclusion effectiveness of TEDs with angles greater than 55
degrees I am confident that the angle problems which we observed could
have resulted in the deaths of the stranded turtles the week before







The requirement for more TED enforcement is clearly needed in Louisiana
TED enforcement in this vast coastal area appears to be minimal at best


Besides increased TED enforcement a revision to the penalty schedule for
some of these infractions is needed as well These fishermen and net makers


know that the maximum angle of a TED cannot exceed 55 degrees This is a
requirement that has been ignored by fishermen and net makers for years
now As stated above the Harvesting Unit has fully evaluated the effects of
high TED angles on turtle exclusion and has determined this infraction has
the potential for causing turtle mortality superseded only by the TED being
sewn completely closed


I am not suggesting that a fisherman receive a penalty for a TED that exceeds
the 55 degree angle by 1 or 2 degrees However when a TED angle exceeds
the mark by 5 to 10 degrees and even more in some cases these devices are
going to drown turtles To continue giving warnings to fishermen trawling
with TEDs that exceeds the 55 degree angle will likely guarantee the
continued strandings of turtles


Given the fact that fishermen and net makers have been warned for years
about the illegality of steep TED angles we continue to see this problem In
discussing this problem with Special Agent Matt Clark and given the number
of times that these fishermen and net makers have received warnings for this
problem we feel there are specific measures that should be taken to improve
compliance Noncompliance with TED angles will continue in the fishery
unless tougher penalties are established and issues to violators


Both SA Clark and myself would welcome the opportunity to discuss our
ideas with NOAA LE and General Council regarding methods for improving
compliance with TED angle regulations







From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Subject Re Harvesting view of TED compliance problems
Date Wednesday September 01 201091805 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Thanks for following up on this and reinforcing these points Did you
ever get a copy of that LEO proposal I called and emailed Tracy with
no response Thats status quo though


John Mitchell wrote


All


After last weeks round of calls to discuss TED compliance issues I
felt Harvesting needed to weigh in I asked Dale and Jack for their
input As you all know Dale has been working for many years to boost
LE efforts and has done a great job with the GMT I have attached
Dales memo to me for your review
I have also attached some bullets of our view of the problem and
solutions I plan to forward the bullet document in memo form to
Bonnie as well


JM
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Subject Re Harvesting view of TED compliance problems
Date Wednesday September 01 2010 110108 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Me too


John Mitchell wrote


Nope Never got a copy Im just curious how 1M will solve this
problem JM


Michael Barnette wrote


Thanks for following up on this and reinforcing these points Did
you ever get a copy of that LEO proposal I called and emailed Tracy
with no response Thats status quo though


John Mitchell wrote


All


After last weeks round of calls to discuss TED compliance issues I
felt Harvesting needed to weigh in I asked Dale and Jack for their
input As you all know Dale has been working for many years to
boost LE efforts and has done a great job with the GMT I have
attached Dales memo to me for your review
I have also attached some bullets of our view of the problem and
solutions I plan to forward the bullet document in memo form to
Bonnie as well


JM
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From DuaneSmith


To Michael Barnette


Subject Re Fwd boarding forms
Date Friday September 03 201040343 PM


I like the forms And Id like to discuss this with OLE Lets try to
get you me and Tracy together sometime next week


Duane


Michael Barnette wrote


Thoughts


Original Message
Subject boarding forms
Date Thu 05 Aug 2010 083017 0500
From Robert D Stevens RobertDStevens@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov JACK FORRESTER


JackHForrester@noaagov
References 4C5868DD3010506@noaagov 4C5870717090701@noaagov


Mike
Several years ago Georgia DNR requested a boarding form that an
officer would have to fill out on each individual TED when conducting
a boarding At the time this boarding form wasnt very well received
by Law Enf because the
OfficerAgent didnt want another piece of paper to fill out Maybe we
need to revisit this Can we request or insist that
they fill this out and return them to you me or someone each month
or each quarter This would allow us to track
what is being seen in the field as well as track how many boardings
are being conducted I think most officers would
take the measurementsand record them on the form and not just write
down a number without actually taking the
measurement I have attached the two forms take a look at them and
let me know what you think
ds


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613







Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message







From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Subject Fwd Fwd FW NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial and Recreational Fishing Bays
and Rivers Remain Open


Date Wednesday September 08 2010 103754 AM
Attachments 1089SB Manndf


1089SBndf


Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Fwd FW NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all
Commercial and Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open
Date Fri 02 Jul 2010 103405 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Tracy Dunn TracyDunnnoaagovMichael Barnette
MichaelBarnette@noaagov John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov


Hi guys


FYI and also for discussion re NFWF Are there other
enforcementobserverequipment projects that NFWF could help us with
Im thinking about Texas and the Texas openings With all the injuries
Kemps ridleys are suffering this year Id sure love to have the Texas
opening go smoothly Looks like NFWF got money to MS really quickly


DB


Original Message
Subject FW NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial
and Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open
Date Fri 02 Jul 2010 092020 0500
From Dale Diaz DaleDiaz@dmrmsgov
To DavidBernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Mike Brainard MikeBrainard@dmrmsgov Traci Floyd
TraciFloyd@dmrmsgov Corky Perret CorkyPerretdmrmsgov
RoyCrabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov


David


All of the MS Sound is now closed to all Commercial and Recreational


Fishing this includes catch and release and Live bait


Also thanks for informing us about the funds from NFWF We just
received notification that we have been approved The projects that are
included in this funding are 1 a voluntary program to provide TEDs to
skimmer trawl fishermen that agree to use them 2 Mail outs to most of
our commercial and recreational fishermen about what to do and who to
call if they have an interaction with a turtle 3 An observer program
on board shrimp vessels


Let me know if you have any questions


Dale Diaz


Director Office of Marine Fisheries







Mississippi Dept of Marine Resources


1141 Bayview Avenue


Biloxi Mississippi 39530


2285234064


From Shelly Becker
Sent Thursday July 01 2010 517 PM
Subject NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial and
Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open


July 1 2010 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial and


Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open


BILOXI Miss The executive directors of the Mississippi Department
of Marine Resources and the Mississippi Department of Environmental
Quality in an abundance of caution are closing an additional portion
of Mississippisterritorial marine waters effective immediately to
all commercial and recreational fishing including all species of
finfish crabs shrimp and oysters


The closed area includes all Mississippi marine territorial waters
starting at a point on the shoreline at the MississippiLouisiana State
line running easterly following the southern boundary of Mississippi
territorial waters to the intersection with the Mississippi Alabama
State line running due north along the MississippiAlabama state
boundary to the CSX railroad running southwesterly along the CSX
railroad to a point due north of the Bayou Casotte Ship Channel
running due south to 30 21 north latitude running due west following
the 30 21 north latitude line to a point of intersection with the
mainland shoreline on the east side of Bellefontaine Point westerly and
northerly following the meandering of the shoreline to the tip of
Marsh Point running due north to a point on the mainland shoreline
running westerly and northerly following the meanderings of the
shoreline to the eastern abutment of the CSX railroad bridge running
southeasterly following the CSX railroad bridge across Biloxi Bay to a
point on the mainland shoreline at the western abutment of the CSX
railroad bridge at Biloxi Bay running westerly following the
meanderings of the shoreline to eastern abutment of the CSX Railroad
Bridge over St Louis Bay thence running westerly along the CSX
railroad bridge to the western abutment of the CSX Railroad Bridge over
St Louis Bay running southwesterly following the meanderings of the
shoreline to the mouth of Bayou Caddy running due West to the mouth of
Bayou Caddy running southwesterly following the meanderings of the
shoreline to the Mississippi Louisiana state boundary


Any individuals retaining any marine species from this closed area will
be required to immediately return them to the waters There is no catch
and release fishing allowed in the closed area


This precautionary closure is a result of oil sightings in this general
area and the potential impacts on Mississippiscoastal marine
resources The continuous monitoring of this situation is to ensure
public safety and protection of Mississippiscoastal resources







The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to
enhancing protecting and conserving marine interests of the state by
managing all marine life public trust wetlands adjacent uplands and
waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial recreational
educational and economic uses of these resources consistent with


environmental concerns and social changes Visit the DMR online at
wwwdmrmsgov htta wwwdmrmsaov


Attached Map


END
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10 89SB


July 1 2010 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial and
Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open


BILOXI Miss The executive directors of the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources
and the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality in an abundance of caution are
closing an additional portion of Mississippisterritorial marine waters effective immediately
to all commercial and recreational fishing including all species of finfish crabs shrimp and
oysters


The closed area includes all Mississippi marine territorial waters starting at a point on the
shoreline at the MississippiLouisiana State line running easterly following the southern
boundary of Mississippi territorial waters to the intersection with the MississippiAlabama
State line running due north along the Mississippi Alabama state boundary to the CSX
railroad running southwesterly along the CSX railroad to a point due north of the Bayou
Casotte Ship Channel running due south to 30 21 north latitude running due west
following the 30 21 north latitude line to a point of intersection with the mainland shoreline
on the east side of Bellefontaine Point westerly and northerly following the meandering of
the shoreline to the tip of Marsh Point running due north to a point on the mainland
shoreline running westerly and northerly following the meanderings of the shoreline to the
eastern abutment of the CSX railroad bridge running southeasterly following the CSX
railroad bridge across Biloxi Bay to a point on the mainland shoreline at the western
abutment of the CSX railroad bridge at Biloxi Bay running westerly following the
meanderings of the shoreline to eastern abutment of the CSX Railroad Bridge over St Louis
Bay thence running westerly along the CSX railroad bridge to the western abutment of the
CSX Railroad Bridge over St Louis Bay running southwesterly following the meanderings of
the shoreline to the mouth of Bayou Caddy running due West to the mouth of Bayou Caddy
running southwesterly following the meanderings of the shoreline to the Mississippi Louisiana
state boundary


Any individuals retaining any marine species from this closed area will be required to
immediately return them to the waters There is no catch and release fishing allowed in the
closed area


MORE







This precautionary closure is a result of oil sightings in this general area and the potential
impacts on Mississippis coastal marine resources The continuous monitoring of this
situation is to ensure public safety and protection of Mississippiscoastal resources


The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to enhancing protecting and
conserving marine interests of the state by managing all marine life public trust wetlands
adjacent uplands and waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial recreational
educational and economic uses of these resources consistent with environmental concerns


and social changes Visit the DMR online at wwwdmrmsQov


Attached Map


END
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From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Subject Fwd Re Fwd FW NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial and Recreational Fishing
Bays and Rivers Remain Open


Date Wednesday September 08 2010 103808 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd FW NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all
Commercial and Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open
Date Fri 02 Jul 2010 152651 0500
From John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagovDale Stevens
RobertDStevens@noaagov
CC Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnette@noaagov
References 4C2DF8DD4030703@noaagov


Dave


Im forwarding this on to Dale Stevens who has been working with TPW
for quite a few years to help beef up their TEDs monitoring efforts
Dale may have some thoughts on what might be of use in TX


JM


David Bernhart wrote


Hi guys


FYI and also for discussion re NFWF Are there other
enforcementobserverequipment projects that NFWF could help us with
Im thinking about Texas and the Texas openings With all the injuries
Kemps ridleys are suffering this year Id sure love to have the
Texas opening go smoothly Looks like NFWF got money to MS really
quickly


DB


Original Message
Subject FW NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial
and Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open
Date Fri 02 Jul 2010 092020 0500
From Dale Diaz DaleDiaz@dmrmsgov
To DavidBernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Mike Brainard MikeBrainard@dmrmsgov Traci Floyd
TraciFloyd@dmrmsgov Corky Perret CorkyPerret@dmrmsgov
RoyCrabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov


David


All of the MS Sound is now closed to all Commercial and Recreational


Fishing this includes catch and release and Live bait


Also thanks for informing us about the funds from NFWF We just







received notification that we have been approved The projects that
are included in this funding are 1 a voluntary program to provide
TEDs to skimmer trawl fishermen that agree to use them 2 Mail outs
to most of our commercial and recreational fishermen about what to do
and who to call if they have an interaction with a turtle 3 An
observer program on board shrimp vessels


Let me know if you have any questions


Dale Diaz


Director Office of Marine Fisheries


Mississippi Dept of Marine Resources


1141 Bayview Avenue


Biloxi Mississippi 39530


2285234064


From Shelly Becker
Sent Thursday July 01 2010 517 PM
Subject NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial
and Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open


July 1 2010 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial and


Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open


BILOXI Miss The executive directors of the Mississippi
Department of Marine Resources and the Mississippi Department of
Environmental Quality in an abundance of caution are closing an
additional portion of Mississippis territorial marine waters
effective immediately to all commercial and recreational fishing
including all species of finfish crabs shrimp and oysters


The closed area includes all Mississippi marine territorial waters
starting at a point on the shoreline at the MississippiLouisiana
State line running easterly following the southern boundary of
Mississippi territorial waters to the intersection with the
MississippiAlabama State line running due north along the
MississippiAlabama state boundary to the CSX railroad running
southwesterly along the CSX railroad to a point due north of the
Bayou Casotte Ship Channel running due south to 30 21 north
latitude running due west following the 30 21 north latitude line
to a point of intersection with the mainland shoreline on the east
side of Bellefontaine Point westerly and northerly following the
meandering of the shoreline to the tip of Marsh Point running due
north to a point on the mainland shoreline running westerly and
northerly following the meanderings of the shoreline to the eastern
abutment of the CSX railroad bridge running southeasterly following
the CSX railroad bridge across Biloxi Bay to a point on the mainland
shoreline at the western abutment of the CSX railroad bridge at Biloxi
Bay running westerly following the meanderings of the shoreline to
eastern abutment of the CSX Railroad Bridge over St Louis Bay thence
running westerly along the CSX railroad bridge to the western abutment
of the CSX Railroad Bridge over St Louis Bay running southwesterly







following the meanderings of the shoreline to the mouth of Bayou
Caddy running due West to the mouth of Bayou Caddy running
southwesterly following the meanderings of the shoreline to the
Mississippi Louisiana state boundary


Any individuals retaining any marine species from this closed area
will be required to immediately return them to the waters There is no
catch and release fishing allowed in the closed area


This precautionary closure is a result of oil sightings in this
general area and the potential impacts on Mississippiscoastal marine
resources The continuous monitoring of this situation is to ensure
public safety and protection of Mississippiscoastal resources


The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to
enhancing protecting and conserving marine interests of the state by
managing all marine life public trust wetlands adjacent uplands and
waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial recreational
educational and economic uses of these resources consistent with


environmental concerns and social changes Visit the DMR online at
wwwdmrmsgov httn wwwdmrmsaov


Attached Map


END
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From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Subject Fwd RE Fwd FW NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial and Recreational Fishing
Bays and Rivers Remain Open


Date Wednesday September 08 2010 103822 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject RE Fwd FW NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all
Commercial and Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open
Date Fri 02 Jul 2010 182456 0400
From TracyDunn TracyDunn@noaagov
To John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
CC Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov David Bernhart
DavidBernhart@noaagov Dale Stevens RobertDStevens@noaagov
markkinsey@noaagov MarkKinsey@noaagov
References 4C2DF8DD4030703@noaagov 4C2E4B8B5030704@noaagov


John


I hope all is well David and I spoke this morning about NFWF funding
possibilities for State partners Just wanted you to know that ASAC Mark
Kinsey has been working with TPW under our Joint Enforcement Program for
some time on TED enforcement I sent him the POC for NFWF and will be


talking to them as well as our other States


Thanks


TAD


Original Message
From John Mitchell mailtoJohnMitchellCahnoaaaov
Sent Friday July 02 2010 427 PM
To David Bernhart Dale Stevens
Cc Tracy Dunn Michael Barnette
Subject Re Fwd FW NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all
Commercial and Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open


Dave


Im forwarding this on to Dale Stevens who has been working with TPW for
quite a few years to help beef up their TEDs monitoring efforts
Dale may have some thoughts on what might be of use in TX


JM


David Bernhart wrote


Hi guys


FYI and also for discussion re NFWF Are there other
enforcementobserverequipment projects that NFWF could help us with
Im thinking about Texas and the Texas openings With all the injuries
Kemps ridleys are suffering this year Id sure love to have the
Texas opening go smoothly Looks like NFWF got money to MS really
quickly







DB


Original Message
Subject FW NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial


and Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open
Date Fri 02 Jul 2010 092020 0500
From Dale Diaz DaleDiaz@dmrmsgov
To DavidBernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Mike Brainard MikeBrainard@dmrmsgov Traci Floyd
TraciFloyddmrmsgovCorky Perret CorkyPerret@dmrmsgov
RoyCrabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov


David


All of the MS Sound is now closed to all Commercial and Recreational


Fishing this includes catch and release and Live bait


Also thanks for informing us about the funds from NFWF We just
received notification that we have been approved The projects that
are included in this funding are 1 a voluntary program to provide
TEDs to skimmer trawl fishermen that agree to use them 2 Mail outs
to most of our commercial and recreational fishermen about what to do
and who to call if they have an interaction with a turtle 3 An
observer program on board shrimp vessels


Let me know if you have any questions


Dale Diaz


Director Office of Marine Fisheries


Mississippi Dept of Marine Resources


1141 Bayview Avenue


Biloxi Mississippi 39530


2285234064


From Shelly Becker
Sent Thursday July 01 2010 517 PM
Subject NEWS RELEASE Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial
and Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open


July 1 2010 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Mississippi Sound Closed to all Commercial and


Recreational Fishing Bays and Rivers Remain Open


BILOXI Miss The executive directors of the Mississippi
Department of Marine Resources and the Mississippi Department of
Environmental Quality in an abundance of caution are closing an
additional portion of Mississippi s territorial marine waters
effective immediately to all commercial and recreational fishing
including all species of finfish crabs shrimp and oysters







The closed area includes all Mississippi marine territorial waters
starting at a point on the shoreline at the MississippiLouisiana
State line running easterly following the southern boundary of
Mississippi territorial waters to the intersection with the
MississippiAlabama State line running due north along the
MississippiAlabama state boundary to the CSX railroad running
southwesterly along the CSX railroad to a point due north of the
Bayou Casotte Ship Channel running due south to 30 21 north
latitude running due west following the 30 21 north latitude line
to a point of intersection with the mainland shoreline on the east
side of Bellefontaine Point westerly and northerly following the
meandering of the shoreline to the tip of Marsh Point running due
north to a point on the mainland shoreline running westerly and
northerly following the meanderings of the shoreline to the eastern
abutment of the CSX railroad bridge running southeasterly following
the CSX railroad bridge across Biloxi Bay to a point on the mainland
shoreline at the western abutment of the CSX railroad bridge at Biloxi
Bay running westerly following the meanderings of the shoreline to
eastern abutment of the CSX Railroad Bridge over St Louis Bay thence
running westerly along the CSX railroad bridge to the western abutment
of the CSX Railroad Bridge over St Louis Bay running southwesterly
following the meanderings of the shoreline to the mouth of Bayou
Caddy running due West to the mouth of Bayou Caddy running
southwesterly following the meanderings of the shoreline to the
Mississippi Louisiana state boundary


Any individuals retaining any marine species from this closed area
will be required to immediately return them to the waters There is no
catch and release fishing allowed in the closed area


This precautionary closure is a result of oil sightings in this
general area and the potential impacts on Mississippi s coastal marine
resources The continuous monitoring of this situation is to ensure
public safety and protection of Mississippis coastal resources


The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to
enhancing protecting and conserving marine interests of the state by
managing all marine life public trust wetlands adjacent uplands and
waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial recreational
educational and economic uses of these resources consistent with


environmental concerns and social changes Visit the DMR online at
wwwdmrmsgov httn wwwdmrmsaov


Attached Map


END
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From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Subject Fwd Re Domestic TED enforcementviolations
Date Wednesday September 08 2010 104221 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Re Domestic TED enforcementviolations
Date Thu 06 May 2010 104349 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
CC Duane Smith DuaneSmith@noaagov
References 4BE10EA46090601@noaagov 4BE2D3365080001@noaagov


The cases have latlong where the boarding occurred I dont think we
can accessshare that type of case specific information broadly within
NOAA until after the case is closed cced Duane to confirm Keep in
mind the batch I just looked over was from November December The more
recent cases we heard have been made associated with the TX
strandings likely wont be completed and submitted to GCLE for several
more months


Ignoring the above and as an aside if LE found a cluster of bad
shrimpers and within that week or two a pulse of turtles washed up I
guess amongst us we could kinda say yeah probably due to those
shrimpers But I am fairly certain there is no way you could legally
pin a stranded turtle on a nearby boarded vessel due to all the
variables potential time carcass spent drifting other vessels working
in the area lack of positive forensic evidence on a stranded turtle
relating it to drowning in a trawl etc


Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike
We chatted about this within the turtle team here in HQ and the


question came back whether or not you have location for these cases
and whether that can be correlated to strandings in the area Thanks A


Michael Barnette wrote


FYI and FWIW


Duane Smith GCLE invited me down again to discuss another batch of
TED violation 11122009 cases Some were minor issues such as
slightly steep TED angles But there were two naked net cases a
sewn up TED case a dry TED extension wet net case and one case
with excessively steep TED angles These discussions are definitely
useful in sharing information and are beneficial for our foreign TED
inspection work in determining what is considered comparable
thanks again Duane Duane also thought it might be a good idea to
try and set up a biannual meeting with LE to possibly discuss TED
summary settlement cases as those dont flow through GC These
talks coupled hopefully with future observational trips of directed
LE inspection efforts eg Texas opening should help to strengthen
our house within the Section 609 program as well as improve
communication within NOAA







Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Subject Fwd Fwd TED cases
Date Wednesday September 08 2010 104326 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Fwd TED cases
Date Tue 25 May 2010 140908 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov David Bernhart


David Bernhart@noaagov


FYI Pascagoula is pretty frustrated as am I regarding the perceived
apathy within LE dealing with TED enforcement I am going to talk to
Duane about past cases dealing with these individuals to see whats
really going on I think it would also be prudent to have a sit down
with LE as well to see if we can elevate this issue obviously once the
oil spill issue gets under control
Mike


Original Message
Subject TED cases


Date Tue 25 May 2010 094158 0500
From Robert D Stevens RobertDStevensnoaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagov
CC John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov


Mike the following vessels I was telling you about were boarded in
Western Louisiana in July of last year


FV LERIN LANE Herman WILLIAMS Jr


FV MR WILLIAMS Ronnie WILLIAMS


FV CHACKABAY LADY Perish WILLIAMS


All of the vessels were actively trawling without TEDs It seems these
cases may not be prosecuted because of concern
over the oil spill These fishermen have in the past made comments to
the other fishermen that they should not use TEDs
One of these fishermen was cited several years ago for not using TEDs
and was issued a 10k NOVA He had that reduced
to 50000 and has bragged to other fishermen about never paying that
amount I am not sure what the deal is with


these cases but here we have another shrimp season coming up and we will
be on the water once again checking to assure
that fishermen are using TEDs You have to ask yourself for what to
catch this guy for a third time A lot of time and effort
goes in to all aspects of the TED program The results of the TED
program have resulted in compliance from most fishermen
within the industry However by not prosecuting the violators we are







sending the wrong message to those that are complying
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From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Subject Fwd GC and LE issues related to TED compliance
Date Wednesday September 08 2010 104402 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject GC and LE issues related to TED compliance
Date Thu 27 May 2010 175608 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov


I just got a call from a LEO in LA I would rather speak in person
about this but wanted to send an email out so I dont forget over the
long holiday weekend If I dont bring it up please remind me next week
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Subject Fwd Re Texas shrimp opening and TED enforcement
Date Wednesday September 08 2010 104436 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Re Texas shrimp opening and TED enforcement
Date Fri 04 Jun 2010 093252 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Tracy Dunn
TracyDunn@noaagov
References 201006031742 o53Hgnvb002289@ocslnemsnoaagov
4C0815985000406@noaagov


OK we had to reschedule for 11AM Because Roy is on travel the next
two weeks we felt like we needed to move on this We can catch up with
you both if you cant make it We are discussing some TED issues as
well as a control we got from Carole Allen about the TX opening in
which she suggests we should shut the season down early if we get
elevated strandings


DuaneSmith wrote


Mike


I regret that I will be unable to make a meeting at that time And
Im on leave next week I think Tracy is unavailable tomorrow as
well but Ill let him give the definitive answer on that


Please feel free to call me on my cell to discuss whatever issue may
be brewing


Thanks


Duane


Michael Barnette wrote


The following meeting has been added to your Agenda


Proposed by Michael Barnette
Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title Texas shrimp opening and TED enforcement
Friday June 04 2010
Time 200 pm to 300 pm EST5EDT
Location Roys office


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite
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From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Subject Fwd Re Texas shrimp opening and TED enforcement
Date Wednesday September 08 2010 104451 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Re Texas shrimp opening and TED enforcement
Date Fri 04 Jun 2010 100109 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Tracy Dunn
TracyDunn@noaagov
References 201006031742 o53Hgnvb002289@ocslnemsnoaagov
4C0815985000406@noaagov 4C0900844090605@noaagov
4C09058F1000406@noaagov


Will do have a good weekend


DuaneSmith wrote


Mike


OK Thanks for keeping me in the loop and sorry I was unavailable
today at 11 as well Ill catch up with you on the week of the
14th Ill also be checking my emails periodically while Im on
leave and will have my phone if you have an urgent matter arise


Duane


Michael Barnette wrote


OK we had to reschedule for 11AM Because Roy is on travel the
next two weeks we felt like we needed to move on this We can catch
up with you both if you cant make it We are discussing some TED
issues as well as a control we got from Carole Allen about the TX
opening in which she suggests we should shut the season down early
if we get elevated strandings


DuaneSmith wrote


Mike


I regret that I will be unable to make a meeting at that time And
Im on leave next week I think Tracy is unavailable tomorrow as
well but Ill let him give the definitive answer on that


Please feel free to call me on my cell to discuss whatever issue may
be brewing


Thanks


Duane


Michael Barnette wrote


The following meeting has been added to your Agenda







Proposed by Michael Barnette
Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title Texas shrimp opening and TED enforcement
Friday June 04 2010
Time 200 pm to 300 pm EST5EDT
Location Roys office


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite
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From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Subject Fwd Re Pulse in Turtle Strandings
Date Wednesday September 08 2010 104511 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Re Pulse in Turtle Strandings
Date Mon 07 Jun 2010 105837 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Wendy Teas WendyTeasnoaagov
CC Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Gregg R Houghaboom
GreggRHoughaboom @noaagov Robert D Stevens


RobertDStevensnoaagovJohn Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
David Bernhart DavidBernhartnoaagovSheryan Epperly
SheryanEpperly@noaagov Mark Kinsey MarkKinsey@noaagov Barbara


Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Michael Ziccardi


mhziccardi@ucdavisedu


Hi Wendy
Thanks for the information I have cced other LEOs and our Gear


Monitoring Team point person on this email
Just to address an obvious question that may be asked were there any
obvious signs of oiling on these stranded turtles
Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Pulse in Turtle Strandings
Date Mon 07 Jun 2010 103616 0400
From Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Mark Kinsey
MarkKinsey@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhartnoaagov
SheryanEpperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov BarbaraSchroeder
BarbaraSchroeder@noaagovMichael Ziccardi mhziccardi @ucdavisedu


Yesterday we had 12 turtles wash ashore in MS with most of them found


in the Biloxi area This is a significant increase in strandings over
recent days It is my understanding that MS sound was opened to
shrimping activity again on 531 The strandings yesterday were all
quite decomposed but were salvaged frozen for future evaluation Can
we get any information on shrimping or other fishing effort in MS
sound Are there any enforcement activities in the area and if not
can there be
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From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Subject Fwd Re Pulse in Turtle Strandings
Date Wednesday September 08 2010 104526 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Re Pulse in Turtle Strandings
Date Mon 07 Jun 2010 145529 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov
CC Mark Kinsey MarkKinsey@noaagov Robert D Stevens


RobertDStevensnoaagovDavid Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
Wendy Teas WendyTeasnoaagovTracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov John


Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Michael Ziccardi mhziccardi@ucdavisedu
Hal Robbins HalRobbins@noaagov
References 4COD091D9030100@noaagov 4COD09DD4060801@noaagov
002c01cb0660854416108fcc4230Kinseynoaagov
4C0D23014050204@noaagov 4C0D252610103@noaagov
4COD28FC7090305@noaagov
006601cb066939ebd280adc37780Kinsey@noaagov


4C0D32088040303@noaagov
626B5C14 09EE4B308567 1A54664B8C2E@noaagov 4COD37CC5040808@noaagov


Understood But if that is the case unable to detect turtles without
dumping the net perhaps it is cause for revising the way we define
adherence to tow times Because as it reads now if they haul the cod
end they are legal
Mike


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Yes weve been over this many times Heres Jeff Gearharts response


The industry contends that they haul and look at thier bags and let
them back out which was not recorded during lizs study and would
have shortened the average tow time recorded Liz only recorded end
tow time when the bag was dumped But my experience on the boats
this fall was that even if you hauled your bag you couldnt tell if
you had a turtle unless you dumped it So lizs protocol of only
collecting end tow time when bags were dumped was probably the
correct procedure and reflects the proper tow times for the boats she
sampled


On 6710 211 PM Michael Barnette wrote
Sheryan
I am not sure this is entirely accurate I asked Liz about this a
while back as a shrimper who participated was concerned with the way
the findings were represented
In the report I believe they only recorded tow times as those
periods the rig was completely brought back on deck they did not
record times the cod end was raised to visually inspect it which is
compliant with the tow time exemption requirements
Therefore I dont think its accurate to say they exceeded tow time







restrictions unless they recorded these intervals The shrimper I
talked to said they did this approximately every 30 minutes to check
for debris


In any case with the reported congestion repeated exposure in
trawls is a likely scenario which could exacerbate drowning
potential even with compliance with tow times yes
Mike


Michael C Barnette


On Jun 7 2010 at 153 PM Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov
mailtoShervanEnnerlvanoaaaovwrote


Under the circumstances an observer could affect the compliance
with tow times Our Galveston Lab placed observers on skimmers once
before and discovered that they do exceed the tow time
restrictions They observed 307 tows on 3 vessels Tow times ranged
from 02 to 43 hr The tows averaged 17 hr which is greater than
the tow time restriction See link below


Scott Denton E Cryer P Gocke J Harrelson M Jones K
Nance J Pulver J Smith R and Williams JA 2006
httn wwwsefscnoaaaovPDFdocsPR Scott Denton etal 2006 MarFishRevndf


Skimmer trawl fishery catch evaluations in coastal Louisiana 2004
and 2005 Marine Fisheries Review 6814 30 35


On 6710 145 PM Mark Kinsey wrote


I see two possible ways to monitor their tow time


1 Place a observer on board


2 Conduct convert surveillance of the vessels and document


the violations


The second choice is labor and equipment intensive but can be done


From Sheryan Epperly mailtoShervanEnnerlvnanoaaaov
Sent Monday June 07 2010 115 PM
To Robert D Stevens


Cc David Bernhart Mark Kinsey Wendy Teas Michael
Barnette Tracy Dunn Gregg R Houghaboom John Mitchell
Barbara Schroeder Michael Ziccardi Hal Robbins
Subject Re Pulse in Turtle Strandings


Thanks everyone for the flow of information It has been a concern
that skimmer trawls do not abide by the required tow time
restrictions and therefore are likely to drown turtles they
capture Is that something you can monitor for compliance


On 6710 1258 PM Robert D Stevens wrote


David







The patrol that Mark is talking about on the Mississippi shrimp
opening was conducted aboard the GMT SafeBoat As Mark mentioned
the concentration of trawlers


was very heavy with approx 40 trawlers operating in a two or three
square mile area The number of
vessels operating with skimmer trawls was three to one over trawls
required to pull TEDs We did not
actually count the number of vessels pushing skimmers but it was at
least 3 to 1


ds


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mark


Thanks for the information and thanks for being on top of the
opening with patrols and compliance work


A couple questions
Opening day was Thursday June 3 yes


Did you see any skimmer trawls fishing If so do you have any
estimates of the numbers of skimmer trawlers vs regular bottom
trawling shrimpers As you know skimmers do not have to use TEDs
if they are complying with limited tow times


Thanks
David


Mark Kinsey wrote


Wendy we have been conducting daily patrols for the past two months in
Mississippi and Louisiana The shrimp season for Mississippi opened last
Thursday On the day of the opening we conducted boardings at sea on the
shrimping fleet There were no major violations detected However the
congestion of shrimping vessels were very heavy which is not good for the
turtles That many boats with their nets deployed makes it very difficult
for a turtle to avoid being drowned
On another note Did you compile the stranding locations We could use that
information to help pin point the possible source of the strandings Also
how many turtles have signs of external or internal oil We are a part of a
criminal task force who is evaluating the possibility of criminal
prosecution
MarK Kinsey
Assistant Special Agent in Charge
US DOCNOAH Office of Law Enforcement
US Federal Courthouse


Galveston Texas
77550


409 770 0814


Original Message
From Wendy Teas mailtoWendvTeas noaaaov1
Sent Monday June 07 2010 1102 AM
To Michael Barnette







Cc Tracy Dunn Gregg R Houghaboom Robert D Stevens John Mitchell David
Bernhart Sheryan Epperly Mark Kinsey Barbara Schroeder Michael Ziccardi
Subject Re Pulse in Turtle Strandings


No just very decomposed


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Wendy


Thanks for the information I have cced other LEOs and our Gear


Monitoring Team point person on this email Just to address an


obvious question that may be asked were there any obvious signs of


oiling on these stranded turtles


Cheers


Mike


Original Message


Subject Pulse in Turtle Strandings


Date Mon 07 Jun 2010 103616 0400


From Wendy TeasmailtoWendvTeasnnoaaaovWendyTeas@noaagov
mai ltoWendvTeasTnoaaaov


To Michael BarnettemailtoMichaelBarnettennoaaaovMichaelBarnette@noaagovnoaa aovMichaelBarnette@noaagov
mailtoMichaelBarnettehnoaaaov Mark Kinsey


mailtoMarkKinsevnnoaaaovMarkKinsey@noaagov
mailtoMarkKinsevTnoaaaov David Bernhart


mailtoDavidBernhartnnoaaaovDavidBernhart@noaagov mailtoDavidBernhartahnoaaaov


SheryanEpperly mailtoShervanEnnerlynnoaaaovSheryanEpperly@noaagov
mailtoShervanEnnerlvcT noaaaov BarbaraSchroeder


mailtoBarbaraSchroedernnoaaaovBarbaraSchroeder@noaagovnoaaaovBarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
mailtoBarbaraSchroedernnoaaaov Michael Ziccardi


mailto mhziccardinucdavis edu mhziccardi @ucdavisedu mailtomhziccardi Tucdavisedu


Yesterday we had 12 turtles wash ashore in MS with most of them


found in the Biloxi area This is a significant increase in







strandings over recent days It is my understanding that MS sound was


opened to shrimping activity again on 531 The strandings yesterday


were all quite decomposed but were salvaged frozen for future


evaluation Can we get any information on shrimping or other


fishing effort in MS sound Are there any enforcement activities in


the area and if not can there be
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From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Subject Fwd SER10 062 Carole Allen turtle stranding response
Date Wednesday September 08 2010 104604 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject SER10062 Carole Allen turtle stranding response
Date Wed 09 Jun 2010 172303 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov
CC Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
Buck Sutter BuckSutter@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov


Hi Roy
Here is a draft response for your use in responding to Carole et al


Thank you for your May 31 2010 email regarding turtle excluder device
TED enforcement during the Texas shrimp season I share your concern
regarding both the elevated turtle strandings reported in the Gulf of
Mexico over the past few months and the potential effort shift during
the Texas opening due to the ongoing Deepwater Horizon oil spill event
Our Office of Law Enforcement has increased their efforts in the Gulf of


Mexico to insure vessels in the shrimp fishery are complying with TED
requirements This effort will continue into the Texas shrimp season
and throughout the year Additionally we are coordinating our efforts
with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the US Coast Guard
We expect this increased enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp
fishery to use and effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and
minimize sea turtle mortality Should we observe a significant pulse in
sea turtle strandings that may be associated with the Texas shrimp
season we will determine the appropriate course of action to quickly
and effectively remedy the situation


If you have any questions please contact Michael Barnette at
727 8245312 or by email at michaelbarnette@noaagov Thank you for
your continued partnership and efforts to protect and conserve
threatened and endangered sea turtle species


Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Subject Fwd Re skimmer TED IA comments
Date Wednesday September 08 2010 104759 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Re skimmer TED IA comments


Date Tue 22 Jun 2010 150810 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Cheryl Scannell CherylScannell@noaagov
References 4C2105511040006@noaagov


Did David forward this to you


CLS2 As far as the MDMR 30 minute tow times and our determination
yes I understand your comment I was trying to put language in there
to cover all the bases should Roy or others determine its no longer
necessary based on the recently implemented short tow times as well as
observers and increased enforcement MS is supposed to do


CLS3 Still fleshing that out but looking at perhaps MS Sound west of
Dauphin Island I did not think we needed explicit boundaries for the IA


CLS4 Not sure I understand the comment since its tied to deleted


language Regardless this emergency rule is just for skimmers yes


Cheryl Scannell wrote
see attached
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart Robert Hoffman


Subject Fwd Mexico TED Program Evaluation
Date Thursday September 09 2010 103404 AM
Attachments Mexican Shrimp Reportdoc


Bolet in Peso Acuic Ord Pes Sinaloa 2009pdf


Michael Barnettevcf


FYI


Original Message
Subject Mexico TED Program Evaluation
Date Thu 09 Sep 2010 072624 0700 PDT
From Thor Lassen tjlassen@yahoocom
To hogandf@stategov hogandf@stategov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnette@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
CC Jack H Forrester JackHForrester@noaagov John Mitchell
JohnMitchell@noaagov RebeccaLent@noaagov


Dear David et al


Before James left OMC he indicated that the Department of States 1999
Guidelines provide that non governmental organizations with recognized expertise
may supply information for the Department and its interagency partners to
consider when making certification recommendations and expressed intereset in
our take on the Mexican fishery particularly because of our long history of
work in the region We have worked on both coasts since 1995 on a variety of
shrimp sea turtle and marine wildlife projects


Ocean Trust was engaged by Ocean Garden Products to evaluate the fishery and the
government TED program as well as prepare a sustainability profile on the
Mexican shrimp fishery We conducted a site visit in June when we met with
several government and industry representatives We also reviewed relavent
government regulations documents and reports relating to the Mexican shrimp
fishery that were provided and obtained from our own research subsequent to our
meetings Attached is one of the more interesting reports on the implementation
of a catch share program that I thought might be of interest to NOM folks


An initial and brief summary of findings is attached as Mexican Shrimp Report
which will serve as the basis of our sustainability profile we are working on
and addresses a broader subject area than just TED compliance Given the fact
that you may be planning or beginning your reevaluation of the Mexico TED
compliance I wanted to share some of our observations


In short what I found interesting was that Mexico has implemented many programs
that are desirable from a management perspective but may be difficult to
implement in the US I am left with the perception that these initiatives taken
over the past year or so put the Mexican fishery on a more sustainable basis
than its US counterpart in the Gulf and South Atlantic This is not to say the
US fisheries are unsustainable as we are also in the process of that evaluation
as well as testing new gear to advance the fishery but Mexico has implemented
some unique new programs and monitoring systems that have not even been raised
for discussion with the US shrimp industry


Wish you all the best on your upcoming trips I will keep you advised on new
developments in our research as we complete them







Thor Lassen


Ocean Trust


703 434 1444
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h OCEAN TRUST
y SUSTAINING THE OCEANS COMMUNITIES THAT DEPEND ON THE SEA


PROFILE OF MEXICAN SHRIMP MANAGEMENT PROGRAM


RELATIVE TO COMPLIANCE WITH US TED REQUIREMENTS


September 9 2010


Ocean Trust an award winning non governmental organization established in 1991 as a
501c3education and research foundation ocean conservation foundation was engaged by
Ocean Garden Products a US based shrimp importer and distributor to conduct an independent
review and evaluation on the Mexican shrimp fishery and management program in terms of its
compliance with US Turtle Excluder Devise TED requirements and to profile the fishery and
develop recommendations for its continued sustainability A summary of findings follows


As part of this study Ocean Trust collected and reviewed pertinent regulations and technical
material from NOAA and the US State Department Office of Marine Conservation While it is
the purview of the competent Mexican regulatory and monitoringenforcement agencies starting
with PROFEPA and CONAPESCA to ensure compliance with US TED requirements the
Department of States 1999 Guidelines provide that non governmental organizations with
recognized expertise in the subject matter may supply information for the Department and its
interagency partners to consider when making certification recommendations


The US Department of State Office ofMarine Conservation through email correspondence
expressed interest in Ocean Trusts perspective on this matter particularly because of Ocean
Trusts longer periods of interaction with the Mexican industry than US government budgetary
and programmatic constraints allow Thus Ocean Trust has compiled its review in the following
assessment of conditions and compliance in the Mexican shrimp fishery for consideration by the
Office of Marine Conservation and NOAA


Ocean Trust Qualifications


Ocean Trust has worked in Mexico since 1995 on joint US and Mexican programs relating to the
protection of endangered marine species ie Kemps ridley sea turtle and Vaquita marina
conservation and restoration of coastal wetland habitat ie mangrove and industry participation
and partnerships in these initiatives As a result Ocean Trust has established close working
relationships with both Mexican government agencies and industry associations Ocean Trust is
led by Thor Lassen who has worked on fishery conservation issues since 1980 in various
capacities including Sea Grant Congressional Fellow New England and MidAtlantic Fishery
Management Council representative for the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission and
manager of several fishery trade associations and marine science education and research
foundations Mr Lassen is founding and current present of Ocean Trust has received nine
conservation awards and recognitions for his workwwwoceantrustoraand holds degrees in
environmental and marine science from University of Virginia and College of William and
Mary Virginia Institute of Marine Science
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Mexican Government Initiatives


On June 78 2010 Ocean Trust conducted a site visit and met with several officials from the
Comision Nacional de Acuaculture y Pesca CONAPESCA as well as shrimp producers from
the Mexican fishery organization Camara Nacional de las Industrias Persquiera y Acuicola
CANAINPESCA in Mazatlan Mexico The meetings were organized by Ocean Garden
Products a large US Mexican shrimp importer and distributor headquartered in San Diego CA
The purpose of the meeting was to gather information on the Mexican shrimp management
program and compliance with US TED requirements for recertification of Mexican shrimp
imports into the US Findings from the site visit and review are summarized as follows


TED Enforcement


Vessel inspections are conducted annually prior to fishing season These dockside inspections
are required for all trawler vessels before vessels are allowed to leave port to insure compliance
with Mexican regulations including proper installation of TEDs In season enforcement
including TED compliance for 20092010 covered 1219 vessels out of fleet of1234 or 98 of
the offshore fleet Thirtyeight percent of these inspections 462 took place in port Sixtytwo
percent 757 occurred atsea ofwhich 519 were daylight inspections and 238 were night
inspections TED compliance violations are subject to new stiff penalties which include loss of
fishing license fines and imprisonment In the 20092010 season six captains were imprisoned
for turtle violations If a sea turtle is found on a vessel the vessel can also be confiscated


Enforcement Enhancements


The Mexican Government has upgraded its capacity to enforce and monitor fishing activities
Eight new Zodiac vessels have been purchased to enhance atsea night inspections in preparation
for the 20102011 shrimp season The Mexican Government also has implemented a full 100
Vessel Monitoring System VMS program to monitor the Mexican fishing fleet The VMS
program operates continually 247 to monitor and track each vesselsoperations and location
allowing the government remote capability to monitor closed areas and seasons and vessel
fishing activities Large offshore shrimp vessels have VMS monitors mounted in the wheel
house and signal monitors if a vessel enters a prohibited zone Inshore pangas have microchips
installed on each individual vessel in addition to vessel registration and crew identification
documents New video monitoring program is being tested on shrimp vessels to allow active
surveillance of catch and bycatch composition on deck as well as disposition of catch to prevent
illegal handling ofprotected species or transfers ofpermitted catch atsea to other vessels
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VMS wheelhouse monitor panga microchip vessel registration crew identification card


11921 Freedom Dr Suite 550 PMB 5580 Reston VA 20190 Tel 7034509852 Fax 7034509853 E tjlassen@oceantrust org







3


Mexico also uses observer coverage on boats in the Pacific and Gulf of Mexico shrimp fishery
Vessel owners are required to allow observers on vessels to provide additional confirmation on
fishery compliance logbook data collection catch and bycatch composition and interactions
with prohibited species like sea turtles or vaquita marina as well as species of interest such as
snapper Observer coverage is reported to be 1015 percent Additionally landing data are
collected at the port along with vessel logbook data


TED Training Certification


There are 1234 vessels which have received permits to fish for shrimp 100 of the crew are
required to be licensed and complete a TED training course in order to fish Between November
2009 to March 2010 CONAPESCA and PROFEPA conducted nine workshops with the shrimp
fishing industry focusing on TED training and compliance By July 2010 4500 people had been
trained and received certification of completion of TED training Three additional workshops
were planned for July 2010 in Tampico Mazatlan and Guaymas A total of 15 workshops were
held with almost4000 people certified3957 people
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Effort Reduction


In order to reduce fishing effort and capacity of the shrimp fleet the Mexican government
instituted a vessel buyback program funded at 254 million USD During the past four years
400 boats have been decommissioned This initiative also reduces interactions with sea turtles


Catch Share Program


The Mexican government has also instituted a pilot project in the Upper Gulf
of California to introduce a catch share program The first phase of the
initiative focuses on inshore shrimp panga fishery Under this program all
vessels and fishermen are registered and quotas are set per boat to control
catch volume Small inshore panga fishermen who opt out of the shrimp
gill net fishery may continue to fish with alternative gear such as traps or
small drag nets and are provided opportunities to become owners and work
on a shrimp aquaculture farm run by professionals to reduce number of nets
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Sea Turtle Protection


The Mexican government has been involved in sea turtle protection since 1966 when they
instituted programs to prevent the harvest of sea turtle eggs from nesting beaches The US
government joined as a binational partner in the mid70s The binational initiative patrols
nesting beaches on both Gulf of Mexico and Pacific coasts to prevent predation on endangered
sea turtles The US and Mexican shrimp industry has been a supporting partner in this program
since 1995 providing funding and infrastructure support The shrimp industry participation has
been cited as a model for the restoration of all endangered species


Closed Areas


Several closed areas are established to protect shrimp spawning and juveniles as well as
endangered species such as sea turtles and vaquita marina Shrimp fisheries are closed from May
to mid August on the Gulf of Mexico and March to mid September in the Pacific shrimp
fisheries In addition to seasonal closures inshore areas are closed to trawler fleet and areas in
the Upper Gulf of California are closed to for the protection of vaquita marina and biosphere
zone where the Colorado River empties into the Upper Gulf


Industry Programs


The Mexican fishing industry manages two mandatory programs jointly with government
agencies These include the Clean Fleet Program where every summer fishermen are required to
go through training for handling dangerous material such as oil filters plastics and procedures
for recycling of oil during fishing season The second program Survival of Life At Sea
conducted by the industry provides training on what to do in an accident how to take care of
instruments and general vessel operations


Net Program


The Mexican shrimp fleet is in the process changing to knotless
lighter and more fuel efficient Spectra net It is reported that 70
of vessels use spectra nets to reduce fuel consumption and impacts
on the bottom The remainder of the fleet uses a monofilament still
less weight than dipped nylon used in the Gulf of Mexico The fleet is working cooperatively on
a modernization program to improve fuel efficiency handling of refrigeration equipment and
cold storage and other technological advances with matching funding support from the Mexican
government


US Exports


The Mexican shrimp fishery exports approximately 80 million pounds to the US of both farmed
and wild production with a value of 350 million USD Approximately 25 million of exported
shrimp is wild production most of which 60 is from the Pacific trawl fleet which exports the
majority of its catch to the US The US market is of great significance to the Mexican economy
not just from the employment ofvessel captains and crew but shoreside processing of catch at
plants that provide employment to many local communities along the Mexican coast
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Conclusions
r


Mexico is a strong partner in sea turtle protection at nesting beaches and I I I
has made a conscience and visible effort to enhance compliance with US
TED requirements These have included 4f


Nationwide mandatory TED certification workshops to fulfill
new certification requirement on TED training for crew
Licensing and documentation of crew for both trawl and panga fleet
Zodiac vessel purchases for atsea night time enforcement of TED
Satellite VMS on 1 00 of shrimp vessels operating in Mexico
Duel TED inspections with 100 preseason dockside and 98 inseason coverage
Introduction of Catch Share management pie ai11 in shrimp fishery
Closed and prohibited area restrictions monitored by VMS
Gulf of Mexico shrimp trawl closures during turtle nesting season
Onboard observer coverage on shrimp vessels reported at 10
Introduction of live video deck monitoring system on trawlers
Logbook and landing data collection


When compared to the US shrimp fishery the Mexican fishery now appears to be more regulated
and advanced in terms of the management and sustainability of its fishery especially with respect
to the use of VMS TED certification training TED inspection coverage closures during turtle
nesting season observer coverage crew licensing and video deck monitoring system It is our
opinion that the Mexican shrimp fishery and government agencies take TED compliance
seriously and have taken steps to enhance its programs not only based on US recommendations
but through the implementation of other initiatives which exceed the regulations that apply to the
US shrimp fishery in the South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico From a fisheries sustainability
perspective the Mexican fishery appears to be further advanced than the US shrimp fisheries


Fig1 Distribution of fishing gear by area
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Fig 2 Production by vessel category


1 Regulaciones


1 Pesqueria Norma Objetivo Regulaciones Restricciones


NOM 002 PESO1993 Inducir a la conservacien La captura en sistemas No arrastrar en franja de 0
DOF 31 1293 y preservacion y cptimo lagunarios estuarinos a 5 brazas de profundidad
modificacivn del aprovechamiento
300797 del camar5n La captura en la zona No arrastrar alrededor de


Vedas Temporales en el marina bocas estuarinas en un


Oceano Pacifico y radio de 25 km


Temporales Permanentes La colecta de larvas y
en el G de Mexico y Mar postlarvas
caribe


La colecta de camarones


reproductores


Flota Mayor


Area autorizada para su Operation Nombre del arte Caraeteristicas


Litoral del Oceano Pacifico Red de Arrastre Luz de malla minima de 4445 mm En alas cielo
cuerpo y antebolso y en el bolso 381 mm


Flota Mayor


Area autorizada para su Operation Nombre del arle Caraeteristicas


Sistemas lagunarios estuarinos Atarrayas Luz de walla minima de 381 flint


Sistemas lagunarios estuarinos Suriperas Luz de malla minima de 3175 mm en todas sus panes
de centro y norte de Sinaloa y ni mas de 5 embudos


Aguas marinas costeras de Sonora Chinchorros de Linea Nylon monofslamento con diiametro minimo de hilo de
hasta Puerto Pefiasco sistemas 027 mm tamafio de malla minima de 6350 mm
lagunares estuarinos y bahias de longitud maxima de 200 metros un chinchorro por
Sonora reserva de la biosfera del alto embareacion


Golfo de California y delta del Rio
Colorado
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Table 1 Regulations for the shrimp industry


CA 6N
ESTADO DEL C0NQCIMIENTO REQUIERE


ITEMS DE INVESTIGACION ACTUALIZACION


lfutooescaso Insuflciente Strident RERIODICA


Edad y crecimiento X


Desove areas huevos larvas3 X


J Reclutarniento Areasi eriodo X


RQprpduccionl Talla ira readurez X


Relaciones traficaslecnlogicas X X


Unidadss de stock X X


Mortalidad natural X X


Estructura de edad y tallas X X


8 Evaluacidn indireeta


0 Evaluacipn directs X X


Stock desovante X X


Ciclo rn ratorio X
Ambiente y oceanografia X X


A Esfuerzo 1 CPUE X X
ce


Dinernice zonas de pesca X


Cif Fauna acornparlauts y rue dee X X


Selectividad de arees y aparejos X X


Capturabilidad X X


3 Planes de maneia X XCS


gEstretegias de explotacicn X


Z Analisis de Riesco X X


0
Bi conomialEconomia X X


Table 2 State of knowledge of biomass stock weight and resource management
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Reportaje especial


Ordenamiento Pesquero
de Camarn Sinaloa 200


El inicio


a pesqueria de camaron es una de las mas importantes en
Mexico por su contribucion en produccion valor y empleos
A nivel industrial data de los anos 40s y dispone de
medidas de manejo desde los 70s
La competencia por el acceso al recurso entre los sectores
de pesca de altura y ribereno por el recurso en zonas de


pesca contiguas a inicio de cada temporada de pesca se ha recrudecido
cada ano El sobreesfuerzo en la pesca riberena es uno de los principales
problemas que aqueja al sector por lo que se toman nuevas medidas
y formas de manejo para mitigar la competencia por el acceso a fin de
disminuir el impacto en algunas poblaciones de camaron y contribuir a la
sustentabilidad de la pesqueria
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Como parte de las diversas acciones enfocadas a la aplicacion de un nuevo El 24 de septiembre se realizo la entrega mediante oficio a cada Presidente
esquema de administracion de la pesqueria de camaron como un moderno meca de Cooperativa de la cuota de captura autorizada De igual manera se informo
nismo de regulacion y control que contribuye a reducir In problemntica de In del sitio de desembarque unico autorizado lo anterior se realizo con fines de
pesca de camaron en aproximadamente 80 por ciento del conflicto que ha control y seguimiento para la cuota de captura establecida
prevalecido en los ultimos aiios al inicio de las temporadas de pesca en el Litoral
del Oceano Pacifico particularmente en el estado de Sinaloa La Comision Nacio Para la verificacion del cumplimiento de la cuota de captura a partir del 26 de
nal de Acuacultura y Pesca CONAPESCA Ileva a cabo tres proyectos septiembre se encuentra en ejecucion el Programa Piloto de Monitoreo de


cuotas de captura de camaron en el Litoral de Sinaloa incluyendo In Ba


a Implementacion de Acciones de Ordenamiento hie de Agiabampo Sonora


Pesquero Ribereno
Este proyecto tiene por objetivo dar seguimiento al cumplimiento de las Cuob Establecimiento de un Sistema de Cuotas de Captura tas de Captura por organizacion y embarcacion pesquera a traves del monitoreo


c Monitoreo de la Produccion para Verificar el de captura en cada embarcacion por sitio de desembarque en Sinaloa y Sur de
Cumplimiento de Cuotas de Captura Sonora correspondiente a la temporada 2009 y 2010 que incluye el monitoreo


y registro de la produccion de aproximadamente 143 Sociedades cooperativas
De julio a septiembre la CONAPESCA en coordinacion con el Gobierno del de produccion pesqueras riberenas y 623 embarcaciones mayores en los puertos


Estado personal de las capitanias de puerto de la Secretaria de Comunicaciones de Topolobampo y Mazatlan No obstante que as embarcaciones mayores no
y Transportes SCT y los sectores productivos con la coordinacion logistica y estuvieron incluidas en as Cuotas de Captura el seguimiento de las mismas con
administrativa de la Facultad de Ciencias del Mar de la Universidad Autonoma tribuira a un mejor conocimiento de la captura en relacion a los avisos de arribo
de Sinaloa Ilevo cabo la ejecucion del proyecto Ordenamiento de la Pesca
Ribereno de Cameron en el Estado de Sinaloa 2009 Acciones de Imple El Programa tiene una cobertura del 100 de los sitios de desembarque con
mentacion obteniendo los siguientes resultados presencia de verificadores en los sitios autorizados quienes reportan de manera


diaria los avances que se tienen en los registros de produccion
100 de cobertura de las Sociedades Cooperativas de


Produccion Pesquera del Litoral de Sinaloa Asimismo cuenta con un sistema de informacion por Internet el cual registra
la informacion diariamente y la acumula tras ser verificada en forma personaliza


99 cA de la Verificacion y actualizacion del padron de da y mediante los criterion del mismo sistema
embarcaciones y generacion de las bases de datos


95 0 del registro de pescadores registro fotograPico
huella digital y firmas


14399 0 de embarcaciones riberenas originalmente autori
zadas que han sido identificadas a traves de la rotulacion
nombre matricula y puerto base Asi como el 23 de
embarcaciones adicionales verificadas que no habian sido
registradas previamente Sociedades Cooperativas de Produccion Pesqueras Riberenas registradas


99 en la instalacion e implementacion de un sistema ymonitoreadas


de verificacion de embarcaciones a traves de microchips de
radiofrecuencia


623Se elaboraron aproximadamente 10800 credenciales
con fotogra fia para los pescadores


A partir de la estimacion de la Cuota Total de captura en la temporada de
pesca 2009 2010 por parte del INAPESCA se establecieron cuotas de captura
permisible por unidad economica SCPP embarcaciones mayores registradas y monitoreadas
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Para Ilevar a cabo las diferentes s 4
acciones en el Marco del Programa
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reuniones de planificacion fir As
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En total se realizaron 55 reunio
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y


We


el sector ribereno y de alts mar entre
enero y octubre de 2009 22 para Im
plementacion de Acciones de Ordena
miento Pesquero Ribereiio 28 para el
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ilieproceso de Cuotas de Captura y cinco
para el levantamiento de la veda de


la temporada de captura de camaron a
20092010 Figura 1 k


Dichas reuniones fueron de suma
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importancia para la planificacion de los
programas con los diferentes sectores s a


involucrados CONAPESCA Gobier s
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no del Estado Secretaria de Comuni
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Ejecutante y la Federacion de Coope
rativas Pesqueras Ribereiias del Litoral


de Sinaloa y lograr que los actores 8


trabajaran en conjunto con la finali 7
dad de alcanzar la meta en comun de


tener un sector pesquero ordenado 6


Las gestiones 5 1
Para la Planificacion de este Pro No de 4


yecto se debieron cubrir dos aspectos
Reuniones


3


importantes Gestiones administrati
vas y Reuniones de Planeacion


2gestiones administrativas yju
ridicas que se realizaron dentro de la


1
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Reuniones de


Meses


Coordinacion y Logistica


Reunion con Sector Productivo y
PROCESO CUOTAS MI ORDENAMIENTO LEVANTAMIENTO VEDA


Gobierno del Estado para la presenta
cion del Programa Mayo 2009 Figura 1 Relacion de reuniones de planeacion y concertacion


Reunion con la subdelegacion de r y


Pesca y Gobierno del Estado para con parte de las federaciones con quienes o


tar con su participacion de febrero a se tendra contacto y se solicit infor
ma de 2009 macion de embarcaciones y pescado J


Reunion con personal de Gobier res de las sociedades cooperativas a 1


no del Estado para revision de bases los presidentes de federacionesjunio
de datos Mayo 2009 2009 1 lir


Reunion de coordinacion con Se Ilevaron a cabo las pruebas de NO
Capitanias de Puerto del Estado de rotulado por parte de la empresa que


4Sinaloa en donde se acordo que se presto este servicio donde se verifica
contaba con el apoyo de la SCT y que ron tiempos y calidad tanto en el tra JN


iv
en coordinacion con la CONAPESCA bajo como en el material utilizado
se verificaria la documentacion de las En el mes de julio se Ilevaron a
embarcaciones cabo reuniones con autoridades de las


Se realizaron reuniones con Sec Facultad de Ciencias del Mar de la Uni r s


for Productivo para informarles de la versidad Autonoma de Sinaloa para
mecanica de trabajo de las brigadas analizar las acciones realizadas


r


designacion de representantes por El dia 16 de julio se Ilevo a cabo
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la capacitacion de personal que par
ticipara en las brigadas de trabajo del
Programa de Ordenamiento en as ins


G ESTI ON


talaciones de la CONAPESCA


El 17 de Julio se Ilevo a cabo un Enero a Marzo 2009 Elaboracion deTerminos de Referencia del Proyecto Planeacion y Logis
simulacro de trabajo de campo de las tica de Coordinacion Intersectorial e Interinstitucional


brigadas Acuerdos preliminares con la Universidad Autonoma de Sinaloa
El 21 se Ilevo a cabo reunion con


Presidentes de las Federaciones del Marzo y Abril 2009 Solicitud de Validacion Presupuestal
CentroNorte del estado para definir el Revision del proyecto con la Universidad Autonoma de Sinaloa
calendario de actividades de las brigadas Autorizacion del use de partida
de trabajo en cada campo pesquero


El 23 dejulio dieron inicio las ac Mayo 2009 Solicitud de Dictamen Organizacional
tividades de cuatro brigadas de traba Revision juridica
jo 2 en el none Agiabampo Mochis Modificacion juridica con la Universidad Autonoma de Sinaloa
y Guasave y 2 en el centro Culiacan Envio de Anexo Tecnico autorizado y validado a las Autoridades
y Angostura del estado de la UAS


El 13 de agosto se realize la re Autorizacion del Rector y Director de Intercambio y Vinculacion
union con presidentes de las federa
ciones del sur del estado para definir el Junio 2009 Autorizacion de la adecuacion presupuestaria
calendario de actividades en esta zona


despues de culminar los trabajos en el Julio a Septiembre 2009 Ejecucion de proyectos especificos
centronorte del estado


El 17 de septiembre dieron inicio
las actividades de las brigadas de tra


28bajo en la parte sur del estado Villa 28 22 5
Union Walamo y Ejido Teodoro Bel
tran i


El 10 de septiembre finaliza veri
CUOTAS DE CAPTURA DE ACCIONES DE ORDENAMIENTO DE LA VEDA DE LA TEMPORADA DE


PESQUERO RIBERENO CAPTURA DE CAMAR6N 20092010
ficacion de cooperativas embarcacio
nes y colocacion de microchips en Sur
de Sinaloa


21 de Septiembre se Ileva a cabo
la reunion con capitanias de puerto
del estado para compartir informacion
sobre ordenamiento pesquero de ca
maron


El 24 de septiembre en la ciudad
de Culiacan Sinaloa se hizo entrega de
las cuotas de captura a los presidentes
de cada una de las sociedades coope
rativas involucradas en el sistema de


cuotas de captura para la pesqueria
riberena de camaron En la disposicion
que asigna cuotas tambien se ratifican
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I PROGESO PREOPERATIVO DE ORDENAMIENTO


Reunion de Planeacion y Coordination


Presentacion del Programa de Ordenamiento Pesquero


Elaboracion de Proyectos


Suscription del acuerdo de concertacion
Firma del Anexo Tecnico r


Integration de Brigadas de Trabajo


Censo en campos y Comunidades Pesqueras


Procesamiento clasificacion y analisis de datos
Individualization de Permisos de Pesca


Expedicion de credenciales para Pescadores Riberefios
Rotulado de embarcaciones menores


Implantation de Chips de radiofrecuencia


y CHIPS VINCULADOS AGPS PORDESARROLLAR
II 51TIO5 DE DESEMBAROUE


74 Mapeo del Litoral Costero de Sinaloa


Seguimiento a infraestructura de los sitios de arribo
III ADMINISTRAGION DEL RECURSO PE50UERO POR 5I5TEMA DE QUOTAS DE CAPTURA


Analisis de Datos Historicos


Information de INAPESCA


Presentacion de la Propuesta del INAPESCA


y Implementacion de Estrategias de Establecimiento de Sistema de Cuotas
r Programa de comunicacion y difusion


IV MONITOREO V SEGUIMIENTO DE AVI5O5 DEARRIBO SITIOS DE DESEMBAROUE


T SGS o empresa seleccionada
Implantacon del sistema de control y Seguimiento


Acciones de supervision y Seguimiento


I nforme de evaluacion y avances
V Reuniones de 5eguiniiento


Tarea concluida Tarea en proceso Grandes Temas


Figura 2 Diagrama de Estrategia de Planeacion


los sitios de desembarque de las coo 6 I
perativas w


I


El 25 y 26 de septiembre en las l
instalaciones de la CONAPESCA se


impartieron las capacitaciones de los
Verificadores para el Programa de Mo


J1 t


nitoreo de la Production Pesquera
Del 14 al 17 de octubre perso


nal de la CONAPESCA y de las oficinas
de pesca de la SAGARPA del centro y
norte del litoral de Sinaloa Ilevaron a


cabo la supervision de las actividades
realizadas por los verificadores de la
captura de camaron en los sitios de
desembarque asignados en las zonas
del sur centro y norte de Sinaloa y sur
de Sonora


p Inicio de las acciones de identificacion de embarcaciones y pescado


En el periodo dejulio a septiembre de 2009 cuando se desarrollaron de manera intensiva las acciones de identificacion
de embarcaciones y pescadores en todo el litoral de Sinaloa incluyendo la Bahia de Agiabampo Sonora


Las actividades realizadas en campo por las brigadas fueron las siguientes


A Identificacion de Pescadores


El coordinador de la Brigada de Trabajo se encargo de contactar al presidente de las Cooperativas con las que de acuerdo
al cronograma establecido se contemplo trabajar durante el dia


Al Ilegar al sitio pesquero donde se encontraba la Sociedad Cooperativa en turno el representante de la CONAPESCA
realizaba las siguientes actividades
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Trabajo en Campo


1 Contactar al Presidente o en su caso algun representante de Ia Sociedad Cooperativa
2 Explicar a los socios y representantes de la Sociedad Cooperativa Ia mecanica de trabajo
utilizada por la brigada la cual consistia en


li


i ItiNljw


ith 0 j
a Solicitud de documentos de Is so b Revision de documentacion pre c Con el padron de socios o acta de
ciedad cooperativa como tambien de sentada por Is sociedad cooperativa asamblea en mano se procedia a nom
las embarcaciones Tabla 1 corroborando la informacion referente brar a cada socio inscrito al cual se le


al socio y a la embarcacion asimismo solicitaba la cedula de registro Ilena y
delimitation del total de embarcacio el certificado de matricula de la embar


nes a instalar el microchip cacion donde este tripula


Una vez revisada y cotejada Ia informacion otorgada por el socio en su cedula y certificado
de matricula el personal de la UAS realize las actividades de


W


al h
dr


1


ap
1 Toma de fotografia registro de firma y huella digital de los pescadores para la elaboracion de las credenciales


0 L


r
0 411


2 Recopilacion de las cedulas firmadas por el presidente de la cooperativa y por el verificador de campo y con el sello de
la sociedad cooperativa


Trabajo en Gabinete


3 De forma paralela al trabajo en campo se enviaron al ejecutante las cedulas de registro
del pescador semanalmente para su captura en los programas correspondientes Una vez
editada la informacion para la credencial se procedia a su impresion


J t 147414Fmk


i 114 a JEEP RR53Hlliflo
rr


1 re
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B Identificacion de Embarcaciones Menores
Un instrumento de Identificacion utilizado en las embarcaciones fue un mi


a


ar


crochip de radiofrecuencia con sellado hermetico de vidrio lo que asegura su 4
durabilidad al menos 70 arias cada pieza contiene un numero de nueve digitos 11 11 I ll 1
codigo inalterable e irrepetible


Previo a la salida a los campos pesqueros se protegio los microchips encapsu
e


landolos en tubos de plastico rellenos de silicon


Trabajo en Campo


Para la identification de las embarcaciones se solicitaron los certificados de matriculas y concesion o permiso de pesca


Un representante de la CONAPESCA uno de la UAS acompanados por personal de la SCT o Gobierno del Estado reali
zaban las actividades de verification de la embarcacion con respecto a la informacion otorgada


j


yinr lie 0


L


0


ii i
11 I It


1 Se verifico la embarcacion 2 Se procedio a la instala 3 Se realizaba la lectura del 4 Se marco la embarcacion


con referencia al certificado cion del microchip microchip instalado para su con su numero nombre y
de matricula presentado registro correspondiente Sociedad Cooperativa a la


que pertenecia para su pos
terior rotulado


Acta Constitutiva De este documento se obtenia la informacion original de la conformation de la Sociedad Cooperativa el obje
tivo de la misma el numero de socios bienes instalaciones y capital de inicio entre otros datos


Ultima Acta de Asamblea Documento en el que se mencionaban los movimientos internos de la Sociedad Cooperativa presentando las
altas y bajas de socios cambios en mesa directiva entre otros asuntos


Padron de SociosIistado Listado actualizado del total de socios que integran la Sociedad Cooperativa y las pangas en operation
de embarcaciones


De este documento emitido por la autoridad competente se obtenia principalmente el numero de socios emConcesionPermiso de barcaciones y artes de pesca autorizadas como esfuerzo de pesca para la captura de camaron las especiesPesca
autorizadas a capturar la delimitation del area para realizar la actividad el RNPA de la Unidad Economica los
sitios de desembarque autorizados y la vigencia del documento


Certificado de Matricula Documento emitido por la Capitania de Puerto para cada embarcacion por unidad economica La informacion
presentada se corroboro con los listados oficiales y en caso de dudas en la informacion se conto con el apoyo
de los representantes de SCT


Facturas comodatos u Documentos solicitados con los que la SC acredito la legal procedencia de embarcaciones artes y equipos de
otros pesca


Tabla 1 Documentos solicitados a las Sociedades Cooperatives
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dam


Trabajo de gabinete


Una vez finalizado el trabajo en campo se capture toda la
informacion obtenida de los documentos solicitados Certi
ficados de Matricula Concesion o Permiso etc


Se establece comunicacion con el Localizacion y arribo al local de la Los representantes de las brigadas
directivoyo representamte de la SCPP en la cual se realizarian se dirigen y presentan con los
federacion de la SCPP a visitar actividades directivos


El socio es nombrado para la toma El verificador coteja y valida la La brigada se instala en el sitio de
de fotografia y asentamiento de su documentacion presentada por la trabajo y explica la mecanica de
firma y huella digital cooperativa trabajo


El verificador marca la embarca El instalador coloca el microchip en
Cotejamiento del certificado de cion con el numero escrito en la embarcacion se le da lectura y
matricula con la embarcacion


ticket o nombre de la embarcacion el verificador confirma y anota en
y matricula el formato de control


La embarcacion ya marcada esta
lista para el trabajo de rotulacion


Figura 3 Diagrama de flujo de actividades realizadas por las brigadas


Rotulacion de embarcaciones menores


La matricula es un numero indi cion se fundamenta en los articulos 9 to base y Is matricula de cada embar numero excepto en casos especificos
vidual otorgado a cada embarcacion 10 y 13 de la Ley de Navegacion y a lo cacion panga en forma claramente en que por el espacio disponible y can
compuesto por 11 digitos que identi establecido en el Reglamento de Is Ley visible en las amuras y la pop El ta tidad de caracteres las dimensiones de


fica lugar de matriculacion servicio y de Navegacion Articulos 6 13 mano de las tetras y numeros fue de los mismos fueron menores de acuer


navegacion 12 cm de alto x 6 cm de ancho y do al Reglamento de la Ley de Navega
La matriculacion de la embarca Se etiqueto el nombre el del puer espacios de 15 cm entre cada tetra o cion Figura 4


i
MDDK Figura 4 Izquierda Vista lateral de una


embarcacion rotulada con nombre matricula y
puerto base Derecha Acercamiento a rotulos
de nombre de la embarcacion y matricula
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Trabajl10 Previo a 4 Colocacion de vinil blanco Fon
la instalacion de los do blanco en el area en donde se ins
rotulos talaron los rotulos


A continuacion se presenta un diagrama del seguimiento
a Elaboracion de calcas de vinil de las fases de rotulado


rotulos
Verificacion de base de datos


La Direccion General de Ordena proporcionada por CONAPESCA
miento Pesquero y Acuicola de la CO
NAPESCA proporciono una base de Corte y preparado de viniles
datos con datos de Matricula nombre blancos Fondos


de embarcacion y puerto base de las Maquilado nombre
embarcaciones asi como las especi matricula y puerto base
ficaciones con las que se deberian de Colocacion
realizar


y corte de papel transfer
Con el use del e


diseno profesional CORELEL DRAW se
configuraron el tamano tipo y grosor
de tetra el encargado de crear los ro
tulos comienza con el proceso de cor 5 Colocacion de los rotulos


tado mediante un plotter Ubicacion
Culminado el corte mediante el Los rotulos nombre de embarca


Identificatio


li ado dbion del cameo pesquerode emarcac
plotter el personal de la empresa ro cion matricula y puerto base se so y donde se va rotular


tulista comienza a depilar proceso breponia en el vinil blanco este mate
mediante el cual se eliminan los espa riot al igual que el vinil blanco pasaba
cios muertos entre una tetra y otra por un proceso de transferencia para Ly colocacion de vinil


Teniendo depilado el vinil se le facilitarsu colocacion base fondo blanco
Colocacion de matricula


coloca por ambos lados un papel ad nombre y puerto baseen Is embarcacion
hesivo denominado transfer splice
dor del rotulo al momento de la inser


cion en la embarcacion
Se comienza con el seccionado de Verificacion de


las tetras y numeros con ayuda de un
CONAPESCA


instrumento punzocortante sobre la
plancha de los puertos base o matri 14


culas y nombre
Aplicacion de capa


poliuretano


alts
Toma de fotografia


6 Verificacion y aplicacion Figura 5 Diagrama de flujo de actividades de rotulado
de poliuretano


7 Toma de fotografias de pesca
dores


Al finalizar el trabajo de rotulado
se tomaron cuatro fotografias ambos


r costados de cada embarcacion


Trabajo en campo A Para una mayor durabilidad y cui


para Rotulacion dado del material se realizaron las


siguientes recomendaciones a los pes
1 Localizacion de la embarcacion 0 I I cadores


autorizada 1 a Reforzar las esquinas de la cal
2 Se reviso el certificado de matri ca para evitar que se desprenda


cula de cada embarcacion y se marco b Aplicar a los rotulos una ligera
en la proa con plumon el nombre de la capa de resina o fibra de vidrio
embarcacion para indicar que en esa c No introducir la embarcacion al
embarcacion se habria de realizarse el Se verificaron todas las embarca aqua por lo menos durante las siguien
trabajo de rotulacion ciones en las que se realizo el trabajo tes 24 horas


3 Limpieza del area a rotular para de rotulacion y posteriormente se d En la medida de lo posible evi
garantizar un optimo rotulado se lija protegian aplicando poliuretano o re tar el golpeteo entre embarcaciones
ron ambos costados babor y estribor sina Esta aplicacion se realizaba con A continuacion se presenta un
a proa y papa brocha o rodillo para poliuretano o diagrama del seguimiento de las fases


con brocha para resina de rotulado
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Que son las cuotas de captura


El manejo compartido por cuotas
de captura se define como si


mma de administration dee llaa pesca enen
e rirfil cual a cada Unidad Economica CONAPESCA establece to cuota de cap
cooperativa se le asigna un privile tura definitive como porcentaje fijo y se
gio de pesca mediante un porcentaje comunica como su equivalente en kilos


iiicuota de la captura total permisible Respecto al CAT actual NI


de la pesqueria r


kr
Las cuotas de captura son normal o 1


11
wpara determinar que solo se capture


un cierto volumen de cada especie ob
jetivo para no arriesgar la superviven
cia de ellas En terminos pesqueros las


5


I r


cuotas de captura se describen de la
siguiente manera Es la captura maxi
ma permitida de un recurso o grupo de y


recursos hidrobiologico en un area y s fY
jperidefinidos de pesca Puede ser


expresada en unidades de peso como
toneladas kilogramos o numerode


iii ii
ejemplares


Las cuotas de captura se fijan en
terminos de cifras totales y tambien
pueden ser individuales para cada
pescador o para flotas industriales es
decir el sistema de cuotas se basa en


una pesca sustentable que implica a y el procesamiento tecnico de dicha CONAPESCA establece la cuota


la vez mantener una pesca ordenada En Mexico considerando los an produccion de captura definitiva como porcentaje
Este tipo de control se ha Ilevado a tecedentes en la pesqueria de cama fijo y se comunica coma su equivalen
cabo en otros paises con resultados ran en Sinaloa y aunado a que en los Disponibilidad de recurso pes to en kilos Respecto al CAT actual
favorables uItimos aiios la sobreexplotacion es quero por especie abundancia regio


uno de los principales problemas que nal Los resultados de los muestreos Entre los principales beneficios que
Si bien los resultados para cada aqueja al sector pesquero en 2009 biologicos de INAPESCA previos al tendra la implementacion del sistema


especie son distintos y a largo plaza el en Sinaloa se establecieron cuotas de levantamiento de la veda de cuotas de captura para la pesqueria
panorama es alentador debido al incre captura para cada Sociedad Cooperati riberena de camaron en Sinaloa son


mento de la implementacion de cuo va de Produccion Pesquera dedicadas Se estima la Captura Total Permi
tas de captura en paises como EUA a la pesca de este crustaceo sible para embarcaciones de altura ma Mayor transparencia para todo el
Nueva Zelanda Japan Canada entre yores y para embarcaciones menores sector pesquero
otros


Establecimiento del Mientras que la asignacion de cuo Informacion actualizada y veras


En Chile en 2006 se asigno una sde cuotas tas por Unidad Economica la estimo para mejorar el control administrativo
cuota global de captura para la pesca la CONAPESCA tomando en conside


industrial las especies que se contem La importancia del sistema de cuo racion los siguientes criterios Disminucion de la pesca ilegal
plaron son las siguientes anchoveta tas de captura 2009 en la pesqueria
y sardina espanola anchoveta y sar riberena de camaron en Sinaloa ade Analisis estadistico historico de Mayor control interno de las coo
dina comun bacalao de profundidad mas de ser el primer estado donde se la produccion de los uItimos 5 a 10 perativas
besugo camaron nailon erizo jurel implementan es que este ha permitido anos Eliminado outliers y validacion
langostino amarillo y camaron nailon mitigar conflictos y contribuye a la ve con productores Control eficiente de la correcta


langostino colorado merluza comun rificacion inspeccion y vigilancia trans identificacion de las embarcaciones


merluza de cola merluza de tres ale parencia control de produccion y en Disponibilidad de camaron por pesqueras


tas merluza del sur raya raya volantin sintesis al ordenamiento de la pesque especie Captura Total Disponible CAT
entre otras ria para promover el aprovechamiento sensu INAPESCA Transparencia en la informacion


sustentable del recurso de capturas a traves de la Internet
En Peru la implementacion de Estimacion del punto de equili


cuotas de capturas de anchoveta en La estimacion de la cuota total brio economica de cada embarcacion Se establecera la base para el
el Litoral Peruano es un hecho de la permisible de captura estuvo a cargo numero de embarcaciones autoriza control de pesca de otras especies
misma manera se aplica tambien un del Instituto Nacional de Pesca quien das en permiso o concesion e informa
porcentaje de cuotas de captura para realizo las siguientes acciones cion INAPESCA Productores Contribucion al proceso de cer
ciertas especies capturadas incidental tificacion de la pesqueria y al incre
mente como es el caso de Chile en la Produccion historica promedio Relacionar la cuota de captura mento de su valoren la temporada de
pesqueria de anchoveta donde se cap de cada unidad economica a partir de por cooperativa con el punto de equili pesca 20092010


turan ejemplares dejurel informacion oficial CONAPESCA brio economica y ponderar
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Monitored
iiiide 1prodccion


Sinaloa F


COM PAN IA Durango


TELEFON ICA
r


e


Servidor TELCEL
El 26 de septiembre se inicio Is


Registro de Ia informacion ejecucion del Programa Piloto de
en el servidor Monitoreo de Cuotas de Captura de


Camaron en el Litoral de Sinaloa In


cluyendo la Bahia de Agiabampo So Nayarit


nora que consiste en la verificacion
de las capturas de camaron a traves CONAPESCA


ili
de desembarques por embarcacion La informacion capturada


INTERNET
en cada sitio para el cumplimiento al


viajara a traves de la red deestablecimiento de cuotas de captura
en el litoral de Sinaloa incluyendo la datos de Ia compania celular
Bahia de Agiabampo Sonora durante
la temporada 20092010 Se efectuo el desarrollo del sis Jalisco


tema de informacion en su version de


Con este programa se da segui aplicacion por Internet para ver los
miento al cumplimiento del sistema avances del cumplimiento de cuotas
de cuotas por organizacion y embarca por unidad economica se puede acce
cion pesquera a traves del monitoreo der a traves de la pagina de Ia CONA


411rirr
de la captura embarcacion por embar PESCA


cacion por sitio de desembarque en El programa tiene una cobertura Una vez establecidas


Sinaloa y Sur de Sonora correspon del 100 por ciento de los sitios de des las Cuotas de Captura
diente a la temporada 2009 y 2010 embarque con presencia de verifica de Camaran para cada
que incluye el monitoreo y registro de dares en todos los sitios autorizados sociedad cooperativa
la produccion de aproximadamente asi como en algunos sitios alternos de los municipios del
143 Sociedades Cooperativas de Pro El sistema de informacion me Norte y Centro de
duccion Pesqueras Riberenas y 623 diante la aplicacion por Internet regis Sinaloa a impulsado


HARVESTER embarcaciones mayores en los Puer tra la informacion diariamente una vez por el Codigo de
tos de Topolobampo y Mazatlan que es verificada en forma personali Conducta para la Pesca


Envio de informacion zada y mediante los criterios del mis Responsable FAO se
al prestador de servicios PS Actualmente se cuenta con lo mosistema ejecuta un Programa


siguiente Dicho sistema acumula la informa de Monitoreo de Is


cion de produccion pesquera registra Production


271 verificadores que se encuen da por los verificadores reportada a
tran instalados en los sitios desembar partir del 26 de septiembre
que autorizados y algunos alternos
han estado enviando el reporte diario
de Ia produccion por cooperativa y sitoAt de desembarque con registros por


Ar panga


i


i


wo


INTERNET Aplicacion WEB
SQL


El PS procesa la informacion Figura 4 Diagrama que muestra la captura y transferencia


y la graba en el servidor SQL de la informacion a traves del sistemo
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Sitema de Cuotas de Captura
portal de Internet
Vista principal del Sistema en donde se aprecia las SCPP registradas
y autorizadas para capturar camaron Tambien se aprecia el RNP y el
porcentaje de captura que registren al dia
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La autoridad puede ver consultas mas especificas de la cooperativa as
como darle seguimiento a la captura de la misma para saber cuando la
SCPP cumpla con la cuota que le fue establecida
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Registro
Es todo lo que se registro por
parte del verificados en campo
Validado


Es todo lo que ya fue verificado I UE unidad economica I
Todo


Muestra ambos
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conapescagobmx1911ta
Diciembre de 2009


LOG ROS E I M PACTOS


Se atendieron 163 SCPP de las cules 159 pertenecen a Sinaloa y 4 al Sur
de Sonora y se encuentran ubicadas en 49 comunidades pesqueras
Se realizaron aproximadamente 165 reuniones con lideres de SCPP
Se brindo atencion a mas de 10000 pescadores
Se localizaron y georefenciaron 187 sitios de desembarque


Lo anterior implico recorrer aproximadamente 66000 Km en 57 dias y el
trabajo de 10260 hrs de las cuatro Brigadas 687 hrs por persona


Como resultado de la ejecucion de los tree proyectos en el marco
del Ordenamiento Ribereno


Amplia participacion del Sector Productivo de ribera y por tanto no se
presentaron conflictos al inicio de la temporada de pesca de camaron


El Sector Productivo de ribera respeto el marco legal y continua cooperando
con el nuevo esquema de administracion


La incorporacion de informacion sobre el esfuerzo pesquero real como
herramienta para inspeccion y vigilancia


Con estas medidas el posicionamiento
de la autoridad Federal y Estatal ante el
Sector ha mejorado La CONAPESCA busca
continuar con la implementacion de acciones
de ordenamiento utilizando innovaciones y
metodos basados en la mejor ciencia disponible
y con la finalidad de seguir contribuyendo al
aprovechamiento de las especies de camaron
del Litoral del Oceano Pacifico resultando
altamente alentador este esquema de
administracion para su fortalecimiento y
ampliacion a otras regiones y Estados
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Barbara Schroeder


Subject Re Any follow up from the Leadership Meeting
Date Monday September 13 201093808 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Alexis


I caught Tracy in the halls this morning and again asked for the
proposal which he kind of skirted around any commitment in providing
it He did however mention the issue was introduced to John Oliver
who apparently blew it off So I guess the issue will be brushed under
the rug unless we really start beating the drums
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi David Bob and Mike
I wanted to checkin with you and see if you heard anything from


Roy about the TEDs enforcement issue after the Leadership meeting last
week I talked to Jim this afternoon He said that Alan made a lengthy
case about how everyone was coming to him with lengthy lists of needs
for enforcement and not much more was said Did you guys ever get a
hold of the one pager that Tracey et al put together about how to
address the issue Thanks A
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert Hoffman


Subject Re End of year accomplishments
Date Wednesday September 15 201094730 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


TED modifications proposed rule package completed
Warsaw grouper petition completed
Skimmer trawl TED emergency rule prepared shelved
Completed all informal and formal section 7 consultations issued during
the period
Initiated domestic TED assessment and review effort


Directed the foreign TED inspection effort and the DOS TED POC transition
Issued experimental TED permits
Tinkered with the SARBO


Worked on the Strategy rulemaking process


I am going to shoot for my review next week since I will be on AL from
Friday 924 1018


Robert Hoffman wrote


Its that time of year again please have your accomplishments to me by
COB 917 Also all gov employees should schedule their annual review
for between 9201015 Field offices I will get with you to set up a
time when I can come down


Thanks


Bob
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From David Bernhart


To Robert Hoffman Dennis Klemm Michael Barnette


Subject Fwd Study examines the effectiveness of US fisheries enforcement strategies
Date Friday September 17 2010 12747 PM
Attachments ATT00144ona


Lenfest RS Enforcement FINALodf


Lenfest RS NE Fisheries FINALodf


FINAL Kina OIG report 0810odf


FYI POssibly of interestuse in discussion of enforcementcompliance


Original Message
SubjectStudy examines the effectiveness of US fisheries enforcement strategies


Date Fri 17 Sep 2010 103521 0400
FromInfo Lenfest LenfestInfola newtrustsora


September 17 2010


Dear colleague


Recently the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration NOAA held a national
summit in Washington DC to solicit ideas about improving fisheries enforcement Following
on this summit I am writing to share materials from a project led by Dr Dennis King from
the University of Maryland and supported by the Lenfest Ocean Program


Three recently published papers from this project examined the effectiveness ofUS
fisheries enforcement strategies in achieving compliance using national fisheries enforcement
data and extensive surveys and interviews The authors concluded that noncompliance is a
serious issue in US fisheries and recommended measures to improve the current
enforcement system We have attached a summary of all three as well as a more in depth
summary of the study focusing on New England enforcement


In addition Dr King authored a white paper which synthesizes the results of his research
and the recent report from the Office of the Inspector General which examined NOAAs
management and oversight of fishery enforcement This synthesis provides an overall context
for the timeliness of this research and provides recommendations for improving US fishery
enforcement based on the results of both reports


We hope you find the attached summaries and synthesis useful For further information or
copies of the original scientific papers please visitwwwlenfestoceanorgor contact us with
any questions at info@lenfestoceanorgor 2025522062


We are also conducting a very brief survey to understand your perceptions of the
publications that Lenfest Ocean Program distributes This survey will allow us to learn how
the materials we distribute have been utilized and what we might do in the future to
communicate our scientific findings more effectively It should only take a few minutes of
your time and your responses to the survey will be completely confidential


Please go to this link for the survey http www surveymonkeycomsB9GGMWN







Best regards


Angela Bednarek
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IMPROVING US FISHERIES ENFORCEMENT


A summary of three new scientific


papers shows that current enforcement


strategies need to be improved


ILLEGAL FISHING ACTIVITY such as exceeding catch limits misreporting catches fishing


in restricted areas mishandling bycatch or using prohibited gear can undermine regula


tory efforts to sustain fisheries and healthy oceans However measuring the full extent of


noncompliance with fishing regulations and the significance of its impact is difficult and few


studies have assessed the effectiveness of various fishery enforcement strategies


With support from the Lenfest Ocean Program Dr Dennis King from the University of


Maryland and several colleagues examined the effectiveness of US fisheries enforcement


strategies in achieving compliance Using national fisheries enforcement data and extensive


surveys and interviews the researchers found that I noncompliance is a serious issue in


US commercial fisheries 2 the risk of violators being caught and penalized is low and the


potential illegal gains are highindicating that current enforcement may not be sufficient to


deter illegal fishing and 3 published US Coast Guard USCG compliance rates signifi


cantly overstate actual compliance rates The authors recommend measures to improve the


current enforcement system including targeting frequent offenders expanding mandatory


observer reporting and overhauling the way the USCG estimates and reports compliance


rates This summary synthesizes three peer reviewed papers published by the research team


and highlights the central conclusions of their research
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FISHERY REGULATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT
INSTITUTIONS IN THE US


The Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act provides the National Oceanic


and Atmospheric Administration NOAA with enforcement authority to search any fishing vessel or


place of business subject to the Act NOAA Fisheries Office for Law Enforcement OLE oversees


fisheries regulation enforcement in the US in cooperation with the USCG and state agencies NOAA


law enforcement agents focus on dockside inspections the USCG enforcement staff inspect vessels


at sea to detect violations and state fishery enforcement staff tend to do both dockside and at sea


inspections In most cases NOAA or the USCG issues a warning but more serious cases are sent to


the NOAA Office of the General Counsel for Enforcement and Litigation GCEL which settles cases


with violators or prosecutes them before an administrative law judge


ILLEGAL FISHING ACTIVITY STUDY DESIGN


Illegal fishing activity involves The researchers used national and regional fisheries enforcement data and nationwide surveys and


violating fisheries regulations interviews to identify national and regional trends in enforcement and compliance Dr King and his


including catching more fish than colleagues surveyed more than 500 fishing permit holders in several US regions using mail surveys


legally allowed misreporting conducted on line surveys of more than 100 fishery enforcement staff fishery managers and fishery


amounts or types of catch fishing in scientists and interviewed a number of enforcement agents in person The researchers analyzed five


restricted areas discarding certain years of data from NOAAsEnforcement Management Information System to assess the number and


fish species mishandling bycatch type of reported enforcement incidents in the US and their outcomes The research team focused


and using prohibited gear types on several case studies that represented a range of compliance and enforcement challenges including


enforcement strategies and noncompliance in the New England groundfish fishery the use of manda


tory observer reporting as an enforcement strategy in the North Pacific groundfish fishery and the


effectiveness of USCG atsea enforcement







I NEW ENGLAND FISHERIES ENFORCEMENT


A SUMMARY OF NEW SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS


King D and J Sutinen 2009 Rational noncompliance and the liquidation of Northeast groundfish


resources Marine Policy 34721


DRS DENNIS KING AND JON SUTINEN examined the extent and type of illegal fishing activities and


the effectiveness of enforcement in the New England groundfish fishery Groundfish or fish that live


near or at the bottom of the ocean constitute a substantial part of New Englandsfish catch and include


species like cod halibut Pollock haddock and yellowtail flounder Management solutions for overfishing


in this fishery have generally involved increasingly restrictive regulations intended to reduce catch and


allow fish populations to rebuild So far however most stocks are still heavily depleted
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MAJOR FINDINGS


Illegal fishing activities impose serious economic constraints


on this fishery Using survey results from fishers and fishery t 3E fl
r c


enforcement staff the researchers estimated that illegal catch in I T Eljt
this fishery is 185 percent of the total catch and could be worth


t
r


approximately 13 million annually At least one third of fishers and i s t
l


r 9 4


two thirds of enforcement officials surveyed believe that illegal fishing t Fp
is reducing longterm economic returns from the fishery


The financial benefits of noncompliance are high The study


estimates that a typical mid size trawler could earn up to5500


additional dollars per trip by fishing illegally s


Deterrence is minimalthe risk of being caught and the


T penalties assessed once caught are relatively low The r


researchers showed that only 11 percent of violations result in a


penalty and financial gains from illegal fishing are five times greater Currently the conditions are ripe for noncompliance in the


than any expected penalty New England fishery because the financial gains from illegal


Accidental violators may commit as many as half of the fishing are high and the chances of being caught and facing


violations but chronic intentional violators account for the penalties are minimal A large portion of fishers question


majority of the illegal catch This high proportion of accidental whether fisheries management can maintain the sustain


violations may be due to increasingly complex fisheries regulations ability of fish stocks with continued significant and undocu


and enforcement policies mented illegal fishing To combat growing incentives to


Noncompliance may be jeopardizing the health of the violate fishing regulations the authors recommend imple


fishery and fishers trust in the regulatory and enforcement menting a clear and effective compliance strategy focused


system At least one third of fishers and two thirds of enforcement on the worst offenders A smart compliance policy would


officials surveyed believed that illegal fishing activities will prevent aggressively target and penalize chronic violators require


lawabiding fishers who are normally motivated by a desire to do the forfeiture of all fishing privileges for major violators


right thing from benefiting from fish stock rebuilding programs provide sufficient deterrence for occasional intentional


violators and involve more collaboration between enforce


ment officials and lawabiding fishers to rid fisheries of chronic intentional violators The ultimate goal


of the enforcement strategy is to allow fish stocks to recover well enough that fishers view enforce


ment policies as having a positive rather than a negative effect on their economic interests







2 MANDATORY OBSERVER ENFORCEMENT IN THE


NORTH PACIFIC GROUNDFISH FISHERY


A SUMMARY OF NEW SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS
Porter RD 2009 Fisheries observers as enforcement assets lessons from the North Pacific


Marine Policy 34583589


IN THE US NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service places observers on fishing vessels to collect


scientific information about the catch brought onboard In the North Pacific groundfish fishery


observers also are required to report illegal fishing activities Read Porter from the Environmental Law


Institute evaluated the effects of observer reporting mandates on enforcement activity by comparing


enforcement activity in the North Pacific groundfish fishery to that of fisheries where observers are


not required to report violations
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MAJOR FINDINGS


More incidents were reported in the North Pacific man ik i


datory observer program than in fisheries that do not


mandate such reporting Observers reported more than 20 Ilk
percent of the enforcement incidents in the North Pacific ground i


4 fish fisheries compared to 5 percent of the enforcement incidents in kilia
iii other fisheries


v


Observers reported the majority of illegal discard and r


j III s


r4 Ak
r


retention incidents in North Pacific fisheries This aspect of


n t observer program is valuable because these kinds of violations
r e


itl 4P


usually occur at sea and are difficult to detect 1
4


Observer reported cases however were prosecuted less I


often than other reported violations Although pinpointing 1
r t I


a specific reason for this trend requires further study it does not


appear to be a result of observers incorrectly identifying actual In light of these results the author suggests that expanding


violations Instead differences may arise because I violations mandatory observer reporting requirements could increase


occurring in the presence of an observer are unlikely to be severe the effectiveness of fisheries enforcement and incentives


enough to warrant prosecution or 2 it is more difficult to prove for compliance He also suggests that NOAA can deter


violations reported by a single observer at sea than violations that illegal fishing activities and safeguard observers more effec


can be corroborated by multiple witnesses or that are accompanied tively by eliminating roadblocks to successful investigation


by physical evidence and prosecution of violations reported by observers







3 US COAST GUARD ATSEA ENFORCEMENT EFFECTIVENESS


A SUMMARY OF NEW SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS


King DM RD Porter and EW Price 2009 Reassessing the value of US Coast Guard atsea


fishery enforcement Ocean Development International Law 40350372


DR DENNIS KING and colleagues examined the differences between high compliance rates reported by


the USCG based on atsea boardings and inspections and much lower compliance rates estimated from


their own surveys of fishers and enforcement officials and other enforcement and compliance studies


The USCG considers its enforcement program successful at deterring fishing violations if 97 percent or


more of the fishing boats boarded are free of significant violations Based on their routine inspections


of vessels the USCG consistently reports that the targeted 97 percent compliance rate is being nearly


met met or exceeded The authors argue however that USCG enforcement is less effective than


claimed because USCGsfailure to detect many violations is misinterpreted as compliance


MAJOR FINDINGS
5


0


The USCG likely is overestimating compliance rates y


The USCGsclaim that approximately 3 percent of fishers violate
4


regulations based on the 97 percent compliance rate is far lower
rIjjI if


than the researcherssurvey estimates of a 15 to 31 percent 1
violation rate


E


High compliance rates could be due to localized deter j


rence or inadequate training to detect violations Because


USCG vessels are wellmarked and visible from long distances it saloyelmo


may be relatively easy for fishers to halt illegal activities prior to


being boarded by the USCG resulting in a zone of deterrence


around each USCG ship


Using high rates of compliance as a measure of how


successful enforcement is at deterring violations weakens


incentive for USCG enforcement officials to detect and Effective USCG enforcement is crucial because the USCG


report violations Each significant violation detected makes it is the only agency able to conduct manned operations to


more difficult for the USCG to succeed at meeting its compliance enforce fisheries regulations at sea However the current


goal of 97 percent enforcement system masks the true extent of illegal fishing


Low detection rates limited prosecution and small penal and 1 results in underestimation of violation types that


ties limit the deterrent effect of atsea enforcement Only are difficult to detect dockside 2 hinders identification of


28 percent of violations reported by the USCG are successfully strategies to improve compliance 3 may prevent USCG


prosecuted and result in any type of penalty to the violator The enforcement from deterring illegal fishing outside a zone of


average penalty was 7153 In the rare event that the USCG localized deterrence around Coast Guard vessels and 4


detects a violation during an atsea inspection the expected penalty contributes to fishers lack of trust that they will gain from


is therefore around2002 28 x7153 stock rebuilding which could further exacerbate illegal


The USCG detects few violations and detecting violations fishing Based on these results the authors suggest that the


at sea is expensive Based on the amount of money the USCG USCG reexamine how it enforces fishing regulations at sea


spent on atsea enforcement from 20032006 the number of viola and investigate and implement more accurate and effective


tions the agency detected and the number of detected violations means of measuring compliance


that resulted in a penalty the USCG spends approximately 84


million per violation detected that resulted in a penalty
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NEXT STEPS


These studies show that illegal fishing is likely a significant problem in US commercial fisheries and


current enforcement strategies need improvement The results suggest that enforcement agencies


could become more effective by correctly identifying actual compliance rates developing effective


deterrence strategies targeting chronic violators and expanding successful enforcement programs


Information about the extent of illegal fishing also needs to be factored into fisheries management


strategies to improve managers ability to halt fish population declines


This research was initiated and supported by the Lenfest Ocean Program


The Lenfest Ocean Program was established in 2004 by the Lenfest Foundation and is managed by the Pew Environment Group


For more information about the Program or papers please visitwwwlenfestoceanorgor contact us at info@lenfestoceanorg


Photography Credits Cover left iStockphotocomSydney Deem center iStockphotocomMitchel Frick right


Marine PhotobankGerick Bergsma page 2 iStockphotocomKenneth Wiedemann page 6 Bert HoferichterAlamy


L E N F E S T Lenfest Ocean Program Protecting Ocean Life Through Marine Science


40
C E A N The Lenfest Ocean Program supports scientific research aimed at forging new solutions


Op to the challenges facing the global marine environment
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Fishing violations in New England could


jeopardize fish population recovery


NEW ENGLAND FISHERIES


ENFORCEMENT
A SUMMARY OF NEW SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS


King D and Sutinen J 2009 Rational noncompliance and the liquidation of Northeast groundfish


resources Marine Policy


IN NEW ENGLAND government officials enforce fisheries regulations developed to prevent


overfishing and allow recovery of depleted fish populations However the number of times that


fishermen have violated regulations has doubled since the 1980s and a substantial number of


fishermen managers scientists and enforcement officials believe that noncompliance levels are


high enough to jeopardize fisheries rebuilding programs and the health of the resources


In a nationwide study Drs Dennis King and Jon Sutinen examined fisheries enforcement


compliance rates and their associated financial implications In a case study of the Northeast


multispecies groundfish NEGF fishery they found that given the conditions in the fishery


and current levels of enforcement there are high economic incentives for fishermen to vio


late regulations They also found evidence that social factors that usually support voluntary


compliance including moral obligation and community pressure are declining as the cred


ibility of fisheries regulations among fishermen decreases and economic pressures increase


The authors call for a smart compliance program that focuses enforcement and penalties on


frequent offenders while strengthening the basis of moral obligations to comply This Lenfest


Ocean Program Research Series report is a summary of the scientists findings







ILLEGAL FISHING IS SIGNIFICANT


The authors examined noncompliance by analyzing enforcement records and surveying affected


stakeholders such as fishermen researchers fisheries regulators and enforcement officials Based on


r their survey results the authors estimate that between 12 and 24 percent of the NEGF fishery catch is


1 illegal From enforcement data they calculated that the financial gains from illegal fishing are five times3


k greater than the expected penalty taking into account 1 the likelihood of a violation being caught
1 k Figure 1 2 the percent of violations that are prosecuted and 3 the size of the typical penalty For
r r


example a captain on a mid size trawler could expect to increase his profit on average by 4334 per


trip by fishing illegally


1 i i A substantial fraction of violations are accidental rather than intentional Figure 2 Chronic
i f
s II intentional violators constitute a smaller number of fishermen Figure 3 These chronic violators who


r r account for most of the illegal harvest are motivated by the clear economic gain and low likelihood of


1x being caught or penalized


t 1
FISHING VIOLATIONS JEOPARDIZE FISHERY HEALTH


Significant percentages of survey respondents believe that illegal fishing currently undercuts the bio


logical and economic health of the fishery Large majorities of respondents believe that one or more of


the possible types of violations are significantly harming the fishery While there appears to be a near


consensus on this matter opinions about the relative impacts of specific types of violations are more


varied Figure 4


At current levels of noncompliance a large majority of enforcement agents and approximately a


third of fishermen believe that illegal fishing reduces longterm economic gains for fishermen who follow


the rules Figure 5 Similarly 68 percent of enforcement personnel and a third of fishermen believe that


illegal fishing will prevent lawabiding fishermen from benefiting from population rebuilding programs


FIGURE 1 WHAT PERCENT OF VIOLATIONS OF FIGURE 2 WHAT PERCENT OF VIOLATIONS IN THE NEGF
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FIGURE 3 WHAT PERCENT OF COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN FIGURE 4 PERCENT OF GROUP RESPONDING THAT SPECIFIC


DO YOU THINK ROUTINELY VIOLATE FISHERY LAWS TYPES OF VIOLATIONS HAVE A SIGNIFICANT OR GREATER
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FUTURE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FACTORS WILL
LIKELY ENCOURAGE INCREASED ILLEGAL FISHING


Other studies indicate that most fishermen comply with fishery regulations most or all of the time be


cause of a sense of moral obligation and social pressure despite economic incentives to do otherwise


Unfortunately the influence of these factors is diminishing in the NEGF fishery The US Magnuson


Stevens Act requires managers to end overfishing of all fish stocks and rebuild them over time This


will require tightening fishing restrictions which will increase economic pressure on fishermen and


incentives not to comply Moreover illegal fishing undermines fishermenstrust in the legitimacy


of fishery management decisions because fishermen know that illegal fishing makes it harder for


populations to recover and that unreported catches make it harder for managers and scientists to get


accurate data on catch levels When fishermen disagree with a regulation or question the legitimacy


of the management institutions they are more inclined to violate fishing rules As more individuals


question the validity of rules in the NEGF fishery the social norm may shift in favor of noncompliance







111 ingsm
IMPLEMENT SMART COMPLIANCE POLICIES


O


Stronger economic incentives to fish illegally combined with weaker legitimacy of the management


process in the eyes of fishermen suggest that a smart compliance and enforcement process is needed


to prevent further biological and economic decline in the NEGF fishery A Smart Compliance program


Targets frequent offenders with severe penalties that sufficiently deter violations


Focusing enforcement more heavily on frequent offenders increases the chances that offenders
iGad aq will be caught and prosecuted In addition it can prevent other fishermen from concluding that


violators are immune from unishment and that the rules are not being applied fairly and will notP g PP Y
tT


441 have the intended effects on fish stocks


t Provides enough deterrence to discourage occasional offenders Uniformly severe penal


ties for all offenders can lead to questions about the legitimacy and fairness of management systems


and reduce voluntary compliance To avoid this penalties for occasional offenders should be less


than for chronic repeat offenders


j Strengthens the basis for voluntary compliance by improving how regulations are


developed implemented and enforced


Considers how changes in fishery management including possible shifts to rights


based fishing such as dedicated access privileges individual fishermen quotas or


sector quotas will influence compliance and enforcement requirements
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Executive Summary


This paper summarizes the results of two recent studies of enforcement in US commercial fisheries
One study by the University of Maryland and the Environmental Law Institute UMELI 2009 focused
on the significance of illegal fishing and whether enforcement efforts by NOAA USCG and others are
successful at detecting and deterring illegal fishing The other study by the Department of Commerce
Office of Inspector General OIG Report 2010 focused on NOAA s management and oversight of
fishery enforcement and on specific complaints by some fishermen and a fish dealer that NOAA
enforcement officers are overly aggressive and that penalties imposed on violators are excessive
arbitrary and unfair


A synthesis of the results of the two studies is important at this time for three reasons


First the NOAA management and oversight problems identified in the OIG Report are receiving a great
deal of political and media attention and are the focus of high level discussions about reforming how
NOAA manages fishery enforcement However addressing these internal NOAA management problems
will not affect the fundamental and urgent fishery enforcement and related noncompliance problems
identified in the UMELI Report Those problems are associated with rates of detection and prosecution
of fishing violations that are not adequate to deter illegal fishing which many fishermen believe is
significant enough to adversely affect their livelihoods and prevent critical fish stock rebuilding programs
from succeeding


Second the UMELI Report concluded that declining fish stocks and tighter fishing restrictions are
increasing economic incentives for fishermen not to comply At the same time fishermen are becoming
more frustrated and distrustful of fishery science and management which is weakening the normative or
moral constraints that normally result in widespread voluntary compliance despite potential illegal gains
This is interpreted in the UMELI Report to mean that more enforcement and more certain and
meaningful penalties are needed to adequately deter illegal fishing Whatever conclusions the OIG
reaches about the validity of specific claims of overly aggressive enforcement and excessive penalties
they need to be viewed within the context of the more general results in the UMELI Report to prevent
them from being misused and leading fishery enforcement reform in the wrong direction


Third many commercially valuable fish stocks are so depleted that they are more vulnerable now than
ever to the adverse effects of illegal fishing which also threatens to prevent fish stock rebuilding
programs from succeeding The recommendations in both the OIG Report and the UMELI Report need
to be implemented soon before options for restoring fisheries become more costly to fishing industries
and communities and more risky and difficult to implement


NOAA oversight and management problems identified in the OIG study contribute to weak deterrence
and noncompliance problems described in the UMELI study However there are many other causes of
these problems that also need to be addressed US Coast Guard atsea enforcement activities for
example usually account for 90 of federal spending on domestic fishery enforcement fail to detect or
deter most fishing violations and result in official observed compliance rate estimates that vastly
understate the significance of illegal fishing To succeed fishery enforcement reforms need to be based
on a clear understanding of enforcement and compliance problems and their interrelated causes


2







1 Introduction


Managing marine fisheries sustainably requires establishing fishing restrictions to prevent
depletion of fish stocks and implementing enforcement strategies that result in fishermen
complying with them Even small rates of noncompliance can result in fishery management
goals not being achieved and therefore a need for more restrictive and more costly fishing
regulations in the future Besides protecting the biological health of fish stocks adequate
enforcement is important to protect the longterm economic health of fishing industries and
communities


In the US most fishermen voluntarily comply with fishing regulations However potentially
high economic payoffs from illegal fishing and underreporting catches provide strong incentives
for some fishermen not to comply In some fisheries combinations of declining fish stocks and
increasingly restrictive fishing regulations aimed at rebuilding them are imposing significant
economic hardships on lawabiding fishermen This is increasing economic incentives for more
fishermen not to comply


Two recent studies of enforcement in US commercial fisheries identified problems that demand
immediate attention Both studies were national in scope but focused considerable attention on
the Northeast groundfish NEGF fishery where fishery management problems and conflicts
involving fishery enforcement seem most acute


The first study conducted by the University of Maryland and the Environmental Law Institute
addressed a broad range of issues related to both enforcement and compliance and identified
problems associated with the failure of dockside and atsea fishery enforcement to detect and
deter illegal fishing The study resulted in a report released in 2009 that will be referred to here
as the UMELI Report and so far in three articles published in peer reviewed journals The
UMELI Report and links to the three articles are available at
httpdkingwebcbLumcesedufisheriesenforcementhtmL


The second study by the Department of Commerce Office of Inspector General OIG focused
specifically on NOAAsmanagement and oversight of fishery enforcement including
complaints by some fishermen and a fish dealer that NOAA enforcement officers are overly
aggressive and unfair and that penalties imposed by NOAA are excessive and arbitrary In
January 2010 the OIG released a report that described significant problems with NOAAs
management and oversight of fishery enforcement and provided recommendations for resolving
them That report also listed and categorized the complaints the OIG has received about NOAA
enforcement abuses Because the OIG is still investigating these claims the report did not attest
to the validity of any of these complaints That report will be referred to here as the OIG Report
and is available at http wwwoigdocgovoigreports2010OIG19887pdf


1 The UMELI Report was directed by Dennis King author of this paper and was supported by the Lenfest Ocean
Program
2 The OIG Report was directed by The Honorable Todd Zinser Inspector General of the US Department of
Commerce
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This paper will briefly describe these two studies provide context for comparing and
synthesizing their results summarize some particularly important conclusions and close with
recommendations for improving US fishery enforcement that are based on the results of both
studies


2 Current Fishery Enforcement Challenges


It is important that the results and recommendations in these two studies be considered together
at this time for the following three reasons


First the results of the OIG Report are receiving a great deal of attention and are the focus of
high level discussions and directives regarding ways that NOAAsmanagement of fishery
enforcement should be reformed However addressing internal NOAA management problems
identified in the OIG Report and resolving any abuses of enforcement power the OIG discovers
will not affect the fundamental and urgent fishery enforcement and compliance problems
identified in the UMELI Report Those problems are associated with rates of detection and
prosecution of fishing violations that are not adequate to deter illegal fishing which many
fishermen believe is significant enough to adversely affect their livelihoods and the likelihood
that fish stock rebuilding programs will succeed


Second the UMELI Report concluded that declining fish stocks and tighter fishing restrictions
are increasing economic incentives for fishermen not to comply At the same time fishermen are
becoming distrustful of fishery science and management which is weakening the normative or
moral constraints that normally result in widespread voluntary compliance despite potential gains
from illegal fishing This is interpreted in the UMELI Report to mean that more enforcement
and more certain and meaningful penalties are needed to adequately deter illegal fishing
Complaints of overly aggressive enforcement and excessive penalties contained in the OIG
Report are receiving a great deal of media and political attention Unless these relatively few
specific cases are viewed in the context of the more general results in the UMELI Report they
could be misinterpreted and misused and lead fishery enforcement reform in the wrong direction


Third many commercially valuable fish stocks are so depleted that they are more vulnerable
now than ever to the adverse effects of illegal fishing which could also prevent fish stock
rebuilding programs from succeeding It is important therefore to use all available information
to improve fishery enforcement and compliance now before options for restoring fisheries
become more costly to fishing industries and communities and more difficult to implement


3 Overview of the UMELI Report and the OIG Report


31 The UMELI Report


The UMELI Report addressed fishery enforcement carried out by NOAA primarily dockside
by the US Coast Guard primarily atsea and under Joint Enforcement Agreements JEAs
between NOAA and state and other nonfederal enforcement agencies It also addressed issues
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related to deterrence including how compliance is affected by such factors as fishermens
expectations about the probability of violations being detected the probability of detected
violations being prosecuted and resulting in a penalty the size of the expected penalty and so
on


The UMELI study included an analysis of five years of NOAA enforcement data October 2001
through May 2006 and interviews with fishermen fishery managers enforcement personnel
and others However the most important part of the study was an extensive mail survey of1295
randomly selected fishermen in three representative case study fisheries New England
groundfish fishery Pacific trawl fishery Gulf of Mexico red snapper fishery The Pacific and
Gulf surveys covered 100 ofpermitted fishermen The New England survey reached 708 of
1665 active fishermen with groundfish permits For more information about the UMELI survey
methodology see the UMELI Report at
httpdkingwebcblumcesedufisheriesenforcementhtml


The UMELI survey of fishermen resulted in an extraordinarily high response rate 435 and


could be expected to represent the perspectives of many fishermen By contrast the OIG Report
presents perspectives only of fishermen who contacted the OIG with complaints about NOAA
enforcement This is important because the fishermen complaints listed in the OIG report
although relatively small in number have given some media and political leaders the impression
that penalties for fishing violations are too high enforcement is too harsh and inflexible etc
Results from the more representative UMELI survey lead to exactly the opposite conclusion
fishermen believe more enforcement and more certain and meaningful penalties are needed to
improve compliance deter chronic violators and protect their livelihoods


The UMELI Report included the following basic findings


Because of relatively weak enforcement the economic factors that favor noncompliance in
many US fisheries are becoming stronger The relatively low probabilities of a violation
being detected prosecuted and penalized when combined with the relatively low expected
penalties result in economic benefits of noncompliance that often outweigh the expected
costs of noncompliance


Because of ongoing problems with fishermensmistrust in the legitimacy and fairness of
fishery management noneconomic factors such as moral obligation and social and family
pressure that normally favor compliance are weakening This means more enforcement is
needed to achieve a given rate of compliance


Costly atsea USCG enforcement activities fail to effectively detect or deter many types of
violations High observed compliance rates reported by the USCG as measures of successful
deterrence actually reflect the failure of USCG atsea inspections to detect most violations
USCG reports of high compliance therefore are misleading about the extent of illegal
fishing and may be resulting in a wasteful misallocation of federal spending on domestic
fishery enforcement
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Chronic and substantial violators contribute disproportionately to the adverse effects of
illegal fishing Many fishermen view chronic violators as a threat to their livelihoods and
want them eliminated from US fisheries


NOAA needs to increase efforts to collect analyze and interpret federal fisheries
enforcement data and also to supplement that data using routine surveys and interviews to
generate information about fishing violations that are not detected by enforcement officers
and therefore are not reflected in official enforcement data


32 The OIG Report


The introduction to the OIG Report indicates that the OIG investigation ofNOAA Office of Law
Enforcement OLE and General Counsel for Enforcement and Litigation GCEL offices
addressed their overall conduct of enforcement actions how they prioritize actions and set
penalty assessments and their use of resources including funds obtained through imposed
penalties OIG investigations of specific complaints about NOAA enforcement staff are not yet
complete but the OIG Report does state in several places that based on the review to date
complaints of abusive treatment are not widespread Results presented in the UMELI Report
support this general conclusion


The OIG report was based on over 225 interviews with fishermen boat captains industry
association representatives conservation officials Fishery Management Councils FMC and
current and former NOAA officials and like the UMELI Report on a review of NOAA
enforcement records for a five year period July 2004 through June 2009


The following direct quotations summarize the conclusions in the OIG Report


NOAA leadership has had minimal involvement in setting enforcement priorities
linking enforcement to its fishery management goals or evaluating enforcement program
effectiveness


NOAA leadership plans identifying the most pressing fishery and conservation issues do
not include enforcement priorities or strategies
NOAA has problems with its data systems and it is not possible to effectively manage
a national enforcement program without reliable and efficient management information
systems and meaningful data
Neither OLE nor GCEL is able to generate data on recidivism rates which is
important for assessing deterrence and therefore program effectiveness
The absence of formal procedures for sufficiently documenting its decisions regarding
penalty assessments and settlement amounts has resulted in a process for determining
civil penalty assessments that appears arbitrary


The following direct quotes summarize the recommendations in the OIG Report


Senior NOAA leadership and headquarters elements need to exercise substantially
greater management and oversight of the agencysregional enforcement operations
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NOAA needs to strengthen policy guidance procedures and internal controls to
address a common industry perception that its civil penalty assessment process is
arbitrary and unfair
NOAA needs to reassess its OLE workforce composition presently 90 percent criminal
investigators to determine if this criminal enforcement oriented structure is the most
effective for accomplishing its primary regulatory mission


4 Context for Comparing Study Results


The goal of fishery enforcement is not to detect and punish violators but to provide enough
deterrence to achieve acceptable rates of compliance It is customary therefore to assess the
effectiveness of fishery enforcement by examining how it is likely to affect the two main factors
that influence fishers decisions to comply or not with fishing regulations


1 Economic factors primarily the difference between expected economic gains from
illegal fishing or underreporting catches and the expected costs which are associated
with the likelihood of being detected and prosecuted and the size of the resulting penalty
The UMELI Report for example determined that in the NEGF fishery expected
economic gains from illegal fishing can be five times expected costs


2 Normative factors such as moral commitment and social and family pressure to do the
right thing even when potential illegal gains are high and the likelihood of being
detected or penalized is low These are influenced by the perspective of fishermen and
their families and communities about the legitimacy competency and fairness of fishery
management institutions and the validity of fishery science In the UMELI survey for
example some fishermen in the NEGF fishery reported that they believe some
regulations that give advantages to certain fleets are unfair and other regulations that
require them to throw back dead or dying fish to comply with species or fish size limits
are wasteful and immoral


Where normative factors favoring compliance are strong less enforcement is needed to offset
economic factors that favor noncompliance and vice versa The UMELI study determined that
both sets of factors especially in New England favor less compliance and indicate a need for
more deterrence


The important challenge facing NOAA at the current time therefore involves deciding how to
design enforcement strategies to achieve two goals They must be aggressive enough to offset
the combined effects of increasing economic pressures on fishermen to ignore fishing regulations
and weakening normative or moral pressures on them to comply and they must be viewed by
fishermen as being fair transparent and evenhanded in order to promote more voluntary
compliance and more collaboration between enforcement staff and lawabiding fishermen This
challenge provides the context for interpreting the combined results of the UMELI Report and
the OIG Report


5 Combined Results of the Two Studies


The following sections compare and synthesize the results of the two studies with respect to
specific enforcement and compliance issues
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51 NOAA Enforcement Data Management and Interpretation
The UMELI Report identified some likely causes and results of NOAA enforcement
management problems identified in the OIG Report Both studies describe poor NOAA
enforcement data management which the OIG Report cited as one important reason why NOAA
leadership has not had the capacity to effectively prioritize and manage enforcement efforts
However another outcome of inadequate enforcement recordkeeping at NOAA is that NOAA
leadership has had to rely on official USCG reports of compliance rates in US commercial
fisheries to assess how much enforcement oversight and management are needed Based on
observations during atsea boardings the USCG routinely reports annual compliance rates near
or above the stated goal of 97 that is the USCG detects significant violations during only 3
of atsea boardings This annual performance metric is used by the USCG as evidence that at
sea domestic fishery enforcement is enormously successful at deterring fishing violations likely
contributing to the lack of interest in fishery enforcement among NOAA leadership as reported
in the OIG Report Noncompliance rates of only 3 indicate that illegal fishing is not a fishery
management problem that requires much attention from upper level management at NOAA or
the USCG


However the UMELI Report attempted to reconcile this roughly 3 USCG observed
noncompliance rate with the 10 to 20 noncompliance rates estimated by fishermen
enforcement agents and others That research determined that there is nearly universal
agreement among fishermen enforcement agents and others involved in fisheries that the high
observed compliance rates reported by the USCG as indicators of successful deterrence actually
reflect the failure of USCG atsea boardings to detect many actual violations There are many
potential reasons for this including inadequate incentives and training for USCG boarding
parties to detect significant violations However the most important reason is that USCG vessels
are visible at sea from long distances so nearly all fishermen who communicate routinely via
VHF radio and cell phone about the whereabouts of USCG vessels know when and where their
vessels may be boarded by the USCG Even habitual violators do not violate fishing regulations
and do their best to hide evidence of previous violations when USCG vessels are in the vicinity
In fact when told of the 3 noncompliance rate reported by the USCG one interviewee
commented humorously that it only means 3 of fishermen are stupid The UMELI Report
concluded that low noncompliance observed by the USCG may accurately reflect conditions
within a relatively small zone of deterrence around each USCG vessel but that the higher
noncompliance rates estimated by others reflect more general conditions and are a more reliable
basis for assessing the significance of illegal fishing


The misinterpretation of the only available federal statistics regarding the extent of illegal fishing
in US domestic fisheries is not only misleading NOAA and USCG leadership but probably has
a direct effect on other problems identified in the OIG Report and the UMELI Report Official
compliance statistics that are generally viewed by fishermen as being inaccurate and misleading
for instance contribute to fishermenslack of faith in the ability of federal fishery managers to
competently use data to detect and solve problems that affect their livelihoods and leads
fishermen to question whether the fishery science that is used to set regulations may be based on
incomplete catch and bycatch data This directly affects their willingness to comply with fishing
regulations
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52 Allocation of Federal Domestic Fishery Enforcement Budget


The combination of overly optimistic USCG enforcement success statistics and lack of NOAA
management and oversight contributes to another issue that was identified in the UMELI Report
as needing attention the allocation of the federal domestic fishery enforcement budget In 2006
the USCG budget for atsea domestic fishery enforcement was 5639million over 90 of the
overall federal fishery enforcement budget and fifteen times the NOAA domestic fishery
enforcement budget of 337million During that year the USCG made5810 boardings
resulting in the detection of 198 significant violations 34 at a cost of285 million per
detected violation Only 365of violations detected by the USCG in that year were prosecuted
and resulted in penalties so the cost per violation detected by the USCG in that year that resulted
in a penalty and therefore had an outcome that is likely to deter future violations was 78
million These numbers need to be further examined and compared with the cost of other atsea
enforcement methods based on improved electronic surveillance expanded observer
responsibilities etc They should also be compared with the cost of improved shorebased and
intelligencebased enforcement strategies


Federal fishery enforcement budgets that favor expensive atsea USCG operations over NOAA
enforcement likely contribute to some other problems addressed in the OIG Report namely the
size and consistency of penalties Regional NOAA enforcement staffs operate with budgets that
are too small to increase deterrence by expanding efforts to detect and prosecute more violations
Their only alternative therefore is to attempt to achieve acceptable compliance rates by
imposing higher penalties for those violations that are detected This results in more severe
economic consequences for fishermen who are occasionally or frequently caught violating
fishing regulations and adversely affects their relationships with NOAA enforcement staff
However both the OIG Report and the UMELI Report concluded that inadequate NOAA
enforcement recordkeeping makes it difficult for NOAA to identify and target repeat offenders
This can be expected to result in cases where normally lawabiding fishermen who are detected
based on what might be an accidental violation may be suspected of being routine violators and
treated accordingly resulting in strained relationships between them and NOAA enforcement
staff One surveyed fishermen commented for example that he felt he was one accidental
violation away from bankruptcy The root cause of some problems related to NOAA fishery
enforcement in other words may be the allocation of federal fishery enforcement dollars that
favor relatively ineffective atsea USCG operations and make it difficult for shorebased regional
NOAA enforcement staff to do their job effectively


53 Effectiveness of fishery enforcement


The OIG Report did not address the effectiveness of fishery enforcement in terms of detecting or
deterring violations but did assert that NOAAsmismanagement of enforcement records would
make it difficult or impossible to effectively prioritize NOAAsenforcement efforts The
UMELI Report examined the effectiveness of the overall US fishery enforcement system and
determined that it is not effective This can be demonstrated by reviewing two different sets of
study results associated with 1 Perspectives of fishermen about rates of noncompliance and the
size and impacts of the illegal harvest and 2 a simple fishing violation deterrence model that is
based on a combination of survey results and NOAA enforcement records
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Fishermen Perspectives


Based on UMELI survey results fishermen in three representative US
fisheries believe that an average of 152of their peers are routine violators
and that another 211 are occasional violators Results also indicate that on


average fishermen believe only 346of fishing violations are ever detected
and that illegal harvests account for 118of the overall harvest which is up
from estimates of7 to 8 found in surveys conducted in the 1980s
Fishery enforcement staff estimate the illegal harvest at 24


Survey results also show that over 30 of fishermen and over 70 of
enforcement agents agree or strongly agree with each of the following three
statements


Violations of fishing regulations are jeopardizing the sustainability of
fish stocks in the fisheries


Violations of fishing regulations are significant enough to reduce long
term economic returns from fishing


Violations of fishing regulations reduce fishermen expectations that
they will gain from fish stock rebuilding programs


Also 37 of fishers and 80 of fishery enforcement staff surveyed in the
NEGF fishery believe that the combined adverse impact of all violations on
the health and manageability of fish resources is significant highly
significant or extremely significant and 239of fishermen and 538of
enforcement agents in that fishery believe that illegal fishing will prevent law
abiding fishermen from benefiting from fish stock rebuilding programs


Economic Analysis of Deterrence


Using UMELI survey results and NOAA enforcement data in a simple
economic deterrence model indicates that the expected gains from illegal fishing
are sometimes five times the expected costs In the NEGF fishery for example
the UMELI Report estimated that a midsize trawler can gross an extra5500
per trip by ignoring fishing regulations Surveys indicate that violations in that
fishery have a 32 probability of being detected and NOAA enforcement data
show that a detected violation in that fishery has a 33 probability of being
prosecuted and resulting in a penalty Based on 2001 2006 NOAA enforcement
data the average penalty assessed for a violation is 20455 and the settlement
amount averages 53 of the assessed penalty This means that the expected
riskadjusted cost of a violation is approximately1166 which when
compared with the expected illegal gain results in an economic incentive not to
comply of4334 per trip


10







Based on both fishermen perspectives and an analysis of NOAA enforcement statistics
therefore the conclusion of the UMELI Report is that fishery enforcement in US commercial
fisheries is not effective


54 NOAA management and oversight of fishery enforcement


The OIG Report found significant inadequacies in NOAAsmanagement and oversight of
fishery enforcement The UMELI Report did not address NOAA management but found
significant problems with the effectiveness of fishery enforcement which support the conclusions
in the OIG Report that NOAAsmanagement of fishery enforcement has been inadequate In a
previous section it was suggested that improperly interpreted USCG enforcement success
statistics may have prevented NOAA leadership from appreciating the significance of illegal
fishing as a fishery management problem However UMELI survey and interview results
showed that regional fishery enforcement staff fishermen and many others involved in US
commercial fisheries have been aware for years that noncompliance rates are much higher than
those in official government reports and in need of more attention Ifmanagement systems were
in place for NOAA leadership to receive critical information from regional fishery enforcement
staff or if NOAA leadership were paying attention to the results of enforcementcompliance
surveys it is likely that changes would have been initiated within NOAA to try to improve
fishery enforcement


55 NOAA fishery enforcement tactics


The OIG Report addressed complaints by fishermen of overly aggressive tactics by NOAA
enforcement agents The OIG is still investigating specific fisherman complaints but the OIG
Report states that based on its review to date allegations of abusive treatment are not
widespread


The UMELI Report did not focus on enforcement tactics or on abuses of enforcement authority
by NOAA However it did provide some results that support the OIG conclusion that abusive
enforcement by NOAA is not widespread For example the UMELI fishermen survey included
an openended question that asked fishermen In your opinion what are the top two to three
things that can be done to improve enforcement of fishery regulations Most fishermen
recommended some combination of changes in regulations penalties and enforcement activity
Over 50 of fishermen provided at least one comment that recommended a change in
enforcement and of those nearly half in the New England survey and over half in the Gulf of
Mexico survey commented that more enforcement is needed By contrast less than 10 of
fishermen in those fisheries recommended less enforcement And significantly only around 8
percent of fishermen commented about enforcement officers being overzealous
confrontational antagonistic etc This relatively small percent of fishermen commenting
about enforcement tactics is consistent with the conclusion of the OIG Report that allegations of
abusive enforcement by NOAA are not widespread


A statistical summary of fishermensanswers to this question is available for review as Table 1
at http dkingweb cbLumces edufisheriesenforcementhtml
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Fishermen recommendations to improve compliance


The OIG Report lists fishermen complaints that fishing regulations are unduly complicated
unclear and confusing change with little or no advance notice and in some instances
conflict with state regulations These same types of comments about the complexity of
regulations were received during the UMELI survey For example when NEGF fishermen were
asked what two or three things could be done to improve compliance over 70 of answers
referred to changes in regulations whereas only 167 of answers referred to changes in
enforcement and 155referred to changes in penalties


The OIG Report also listed complaints by fishermen that were reported to reflect a potentially
strained and even a dysfunctional relationship between fishermen and NOAA The OIG Report
did not imply that these perceptions are widespread or adversely affect compliance However
previous research described in the UMELI Report indicates that if such fishermen perspectives
are widespread they usually have an adverse effect on fishermenswillingness to voluntarily
comply with fishing regulations


The UMELI survey contained an open ended question that asked fishermen In your opinion
what are the top two to three things that can be done to improvefishermenswillingness to
comply with fishery regulations Their answers imply that they do not believe that enforcement
abuses are having a significant adverse effect on compliance and that they do believe more
enforcement is needed to improve compliance As expected the most frequent fishermen
recommendation for improving compliance was to make regulations simpler and more
consistent However considering the focus of the OIG Report it is interesting that many
fishermen who recommended changes in enforcement in all surveyed fisheries eg448in
New England called for more enforcement while few34in New England called for less
enforcement Similarly of those fishermen who mentioned penalties most eg555in New
England recommended stronger penalties and feweg 111 in New England called for
lowering penalties or commented that penalties are unfair A smaller than expected percentage
of all fishermen eg 103in New England recommended improving relationships and
communication between fishermen and fishery enforcement or management staff as a way to
improve compliance This supports the widely held belief at least among fishery economists
that harsh economic realities tend to drive noncompliance decisions implying that increasing
the expected cost of noncompliance egby increasing detection and prosecution rates andor
penalties will be more effective than attempting to increase compliance by improving NOAAs
image with fishermen


A statistical summary of fishermensanswers to this question is available to review as Table 2
at http dkingwebcblumcesedufisheriesenforcementhtml


56 Uniformed Regulatory Compliance Monitors vs Criminal Investigators


The OIG Report concludes that because NOAA enforcement staff is involved primarily in
enforcing fishing regulations that involve civil penalties but consists of 90 criminal
investigators NOAA needs to reassess its OLE workforce composition to determine if this
criminalenforcement oriented structure is the most effective for accomplishing its primary
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regulatory mission The OIG Report refers to previous OIG investigations that recommended
increasing uniformed fishery enforcement officers to 50 of enforcement staff to provide
greater enforcement visibility


The UMELI Report did not directly address NOAAsuse of criminal investigators However
most fishing violations take place offshore and out of sight so it would be very difficult for
dockside inspectors uniformed or not to detect or deter many types of fishing violations
Interviews with NOAA enforcement agents indicate that this is one reason why violations of
fishing regulations are often detected as a result of tips and information provided to enforcement
agents by fishermen during investigations of suspected violations or likely violators


These interviews and other research results also lead to the conclusion that increasing the number
of uniformed dockside inspectors to provide greater enforcement visibility may be
counterproductive and not increase compliance rates or result in more violations being detected
As described earlier the UMELI Report concluded that the high visibility of USCG vessels and
communication among fishermen about their whereabouts make it difficult for USCG to detect
many fishing violations at sea Shorebased fishery enforcement carried out through JEAs
involve mostly uniformed enforcement agents conducting portbased inspections and based on
interviews with enforcement agents who are familiar with these operations seem to suffer from
the same visibility problem as USCG vessels at sea If this is the case NOAA should
investigate whether increasing the visibility of NOAA dockside enforcement staff and reducing
their capacity to use techniques that are usually reserved for criminal investigations may result in
less effective enforcement


57 Regional Disparities in Penalties


The OIG Report noted that based on an examination of five years of NOAA enforcement data
fines imposed in New England are two and a half times higher than the second highest region
and about five times or more higher than the other four regions This is worth further
examination but the results of the UMELI Report indicate that this may reflect differences in
regional fisheries and not any unfair regional disparity in the penalties NOAA imposes for
fishing violations For example the average revenues per trip in the NEGF fishery especially
for large trawlers are as much as ten times higher than in other UMELI case study fisheries
This implies that the potential economic returns from illegal fishing in that fishery and the
penalties that may be required to offset them are both higher Also the deterrence necessary to
increase compliance and the enforcement resources available to increase deterrence differ from
one region to another The relatively large numbers of fishing vessels and fishing ports in New
England for example may make it relatively difficult for limited numbers of NOAA
enforcement staff in this region to provide adequate deterrence by increasing the likelihood that
violations will be detected Similar challenges may not exist for example in California where
there are relatively few fishing ports Under the circumstances increasing penalties may have
been the only option for attempting to increase deterrence and achieve an acceptable rate of
compliance in New England An examination of these factors may provide logical reasons why
fines for fishing violations in New England are higher than fines elsewhere
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Also the OIG reports that during January 1 2005 through June 30 2009 96 million in fines
were collected from commercial fishermen and put into NOAAsFishery Enforcement Asset
Forfeit Fund During that period total exvessel US commercial fish landings were
approximately 185 billion If 10 to 20 of these landings were associated with illegal
fishing as the UMELI survey results indicate the 96 million in fines for illegal fishing
represent between 2 and 5 of earnings from illegal fishing Whatever the OIG determines
with regard to specific complaints about NOAA imposing excessive fines the overall amount of
fines charged by NOAA is small when compared to these estimated illegal earnings


6 Conclusions and Recommendations


Specific conclusions and recommendations from the UMELI Report and the OIG Report were
summarized previously in Section 3 Below are some additional conclusions and
recommendations that are based on a combined assessment of the results of both studies


61 Conclusions


Illegal fishing although not widespread is a significant problem in US commercial
fisheries Many fishermen believe illegal fishing is adversely affecting their livelihoods and
believe that it will prevent them from benefiting from ongoing fish stock rebuilding
programs


NOAA abuses of enforcement authority are not widespread but previous abuses need to
be resolved and future abuses need to be prevented in order to encourage more voluntary
compliance and cooperation between fishery enforcement staff and law abiding fishermen


Enforcementcompliance problems differ significantly among fisheries and over time
within fisheries Deterrence necessary to achieve acceptable compliance rates requires that
expected costs of detected violations are commensurate with potential illegal gain from
undetected violations


Weak deterrence is a growing problem The relatively low probabilities of a violation
being detected prosecuted and penalized in some fisheries combined with relatively low
penalties result in weak deterrence at a time when other economic factors favoring
noncompliance are increasing and normative factors that favor voluntary compliance are
weakening


Addressing compliance problems will require enforcement reforms at USCG as well as
NOAA Discussions about necessary reforms should include a realistic examination of the
value of the current USCG atsea enforcement program which is responsible for over 90 of
federal spending on domestic fishery enforcement


Prosecution of chronic and substantial violators needs to be more forceful Chronic


violators account for a disproportionately high amount of the illegal harvest and many
fishermen believe they have a significant adverse effect on the incomes of lawabiding
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fishermen and the health of fish stocks Many lawabiding fishermen want chronic violators
more aggressively targeted and punished andor to have their fishing privileges revoked


Enforcement data collection and analysis is inadequate NOAA needs more effort in
collecting analyzing and interpreting fisheries enforcement data USCG is misrepresenting
compliance data it collects Some important information about violations that are not
detected during routine enforcement activities need to be obtained via routine surveys and
interviews or intelligence gathering that involves fishermen collaborating with enforcement
staff


62 Recommendations


Implement a Smart Compliance Policy that employs different types of enforcement
strategies and penalties with different groups of fishermen based on their compliance
histories Such strategies should include aggressive targeting of frequent violators criminal
penalties and mandatory forfeiture of fishing privilages for certain types of violations and
incentive programs to support compliance and collaborations between lawabiding fishermen
and enforcement staff Enforcement priorities and penalty assessments should be fully
documented so observed differences are not viewed as arbitrary


Initiate a review of all spending on enforcement in US commercial fisheries to determine if
budgets needs to be adjusted in order to achieve compliance rates high enough to allow
legally mandated fish stock rebuilding goals to be achieved


NOAA and USCG should spend more time collecting analyzing and interpreting fisheries
enforcement data and also supplement that data using routine surveys andor interviews to
learn as much as possible about fishing violations that are not detected by enforcement agents
and therefore not reflected in conventional enforcement data


Remote sensing and increased use of observers for atsea enforcement should be considered
along with additional training and incentives for atsea observers and inspectors and more
use of observers and electronic monitoring in situations where it is unlikely that USCG
boarding parties will detect violations


Enforcement reforms should include inducements or rewards for fishermen who collaborate


with fishery enforcement agents to target and convict chronic violators
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From Michael Barnette


To Jack Forrester


Subject Re Costa Rica


Date Tuesday September 21 2010 12734 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Gotcha


Not that we really have a leg to stand on but the other big issue was
enforcement at and beyond the court level where the fishery was
basically enforcing itself and throwing out any fines etc Do we dare
reevaluate that portion of their program


Jack Forrester wrote


Yes but it sounds like they are now ready to listen and try to make
there Teds work instead of just complaining
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


I know its been a couple of years but didnt CR participate in the
CAFTA training


Jack Forrester wrote


Bob the guy we trained from Costa Rica has asked if I can come down
the week of October 18th and help him with some workshops in hopes
of getting them back on line to maybe be recertified later in the
year is ther funding for my travel Let me know as soon as possible
Jack
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From Michael Barnette


To Jack Forrester Hoaan David F OESI
Cc Robert Hoffman Maria Holliday


Subject Re Costa Rica


Date Thursday September 23 2010 125909 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I was hoping to hear back from Hogan but he must be tied up I believe
we have the so if you want to go ahead and set it up for October
after the MX trip go for it Hopefully it will lead to something good
I will fill Bob in and I have cced Maria so she can help with
transferring funds
Mike


Jack Forrester wrote


Any word on Costa Rica I just had a talk with the guy and it sounds
like he is pushing 4 inch bar and plans to do many workshops and wants
me to help with the first one
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Gotcha Not that we really have a leg to stand on but the other big
issue was enforcement at and beyond the court level where the
fishery was basically enforcing itself and throwing out any fines
etc Do we dare reevaluate that portion of their program


Jack Forrester wrote


Yes but it sounds like they are now ready to listen and try to make
there Teds work instead of just complaining
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


I know its been a couple of years but didnt CR participate in the
CAFTA training


Jack Forrester wrote


Bob the guy we trained from Costa Rica has asked if I can come
down the week of October 18th and help him with some workshops in
hopes of getting them back on line to maybe be recertified later
in the year is ther funding for my travel Let me know as soon as
possible
Jack
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Fwd Re Costa Rica
Date Thursday September 23 2010 10931 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FYI Bobs out so in case he asks can you fill him in on our
conversation Hogan is out until mid October as well it seems


Original Message
Subject Re Costa Rica


Date Thu 23 Sep 2010 125909 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To Jack ForresterJackHForresternoaagovHogan David F OES
HoganDF@stategov
CC Robert Hoffman RobertHoffmannoaagovMaria Holliday


maria hol liday@noaagov
References 4C98D4CA8010405@noaagov 4C98DF918050602@noaagov
4C98E1936040300@noaagov 4C98EB062040707@noaagov
4C9B75D330600@noaagov


I was hoping to hear back from Hogan but he must be tied up I believe
we have the so if you want to go ahead and set it up for October
after the MX trip go for it Hopefully it will lead to something good
I will fill Bob in and I have cced Maria so she can help with
transferring funds
Mike


Jack Forrester wrote


Any word on Costa Rica I just had a talk with the guy and it sounds
like he is pushing 4 inch bar and plans to do many workshops and wants
me to help with the first one
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Gotcha Not that we really have a leg to stand on but the other big
issue was enforcement at and beyond the court level where the
fishery was basically enforcing itself and throwing out any fines
etc Do we dare reevaluate that portion of their program


Jack Forrester wrote


Yes but it sounds like they are now ready to listen and try to make
there Teds work instead of just complaining
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


I know its been a couple of years but didnt CR participate in the
CAFTA training


Jack Forrester wrote


Bob the guy we trained from Costa Rica has asked if I can come
down the week of October 18th and help him with some workshops in







hopes of getting them back on line to maybe be recertified later
in the year is ther funding for my travel Let me know as soon as
possible
Jack
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From Michael Barnette


To Blake Price


Subject Re Fwd Fwd skimmer rule
Date Tuesday October 19 2010 22512 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Blake


Attached is some draft language from the emergency rule package which
eventually got shelved when MS Sound waters eventually got shut down


Sea turtles are incidentally taken and some are killed as a result of
numerous activities including fishery related trawling activities in
the Gulf of Mexico and along the Atlantic seaboard Under the Endangered
Species Act ESA and its implementing regulations the taking of sea
turtles is prohibited with exceptions identified in 50 CFR 223206d
or according to the terms and conditions of a biological opinion issued
under section 7 of the ESA or according to an incidental take permit
issued under section 10 of the ESA The incidental taking of turtles
during shrimp trawling is exempted from the taking prohibition of
section 9 of the ESA if the conservation measures specified in the sea
turtle conservation regulations 50 CFR 223 are followed The
regulations require most shrimp trawlers operating in the southeastern
United States to have a NMFSapproved turtle excluder device TED
installed in each net that is rigged for fishing to allow sea turtles to
escape TEDs currently approved by NMFS include singlegrid hard TEDs
and hooped hard TEDs conforming to a generic description the flounder
TED and one type of soft TED the Parker soft TED see 50 CFR
223207 However skimmer trawls may employ alternative tow time
restrictions in lieu of TEDs pursuant to 50 CFR223206d2iiA
The alternative tow time restrictions limit tow times to 55 minutes from


April 1 through October 31 and 75 minutes from November 1 through March
31


Over the past several weeks we have been notified of extraordinarily
high numbers of threatened and endangered sea turtles stranded in
Mississippi Sound During the period June 1 through June 21 107 sea
turtle strandings were reported from Mississippi state waters and 16 sea
turtle strandings were reported from Alabama state waters none of which
exhibited any signs of external oiling to indicate effects associated
with the ongoing Deepwater Horizon Spill Event MC252 Of these stranded
sea turtles 112 were Kemps ridley 3 were loggerhead and 1 was a
hawksbill while 8 were unidentifiable as to species Additionally we
continue to receive daily reports of numerous eg 10 20 dead sea
turtles floating in Mississippi Sound that may not be included in totals
reported by the stranding network By comparison the average number of
stranded sea turtles from Mississippi state waters for the entire month
of June averaged less than one turtle over the last 5 years It should
be noted that there is significantly more effort to observe stranded
turtles this year due to the ongoing oil spill event however
strandings are undoubtedly and significantly higher than normal
Considering that strandings represent only a small fraction of actual
mortality these strandings represent a serious impact to the recovery
and survival of the local sea turtle populations


Information from NOM gear experts indicates that skimmer trawls
currently account for the majority of the shrimp fishery effort within
Mississippi Sound Additionally information from NOAA and Mississippi







Department of Marine Resources MDMR enforcement indicate the skimmer
trawl fishery regularly exceeds these alternative tow time requirements
Due to this unusually high number of sea turtle sightings and strandings
in Mississippi and after discussions with us the MDMR reduced the
allowable tow time for skimmer trawls to 30 minutes effective at 1201


am on June 20 However turtle strandings continued to be reported in
the week following this action


Therefore in order to address the issue immediately we are drafting an
emergency Endangered Species Act rule for Federal Register publication
Specifically we are withdrawing the alternative tow time restriction at
50 CFR223206d2iiA3and requiring all skimmer trawls
pusher head trawls and wing nets butterfly trawls rigged for fishing
in state waters from the Louisiana Mississippi state boundary eastward
to the Alabama Florida state boundary to use TEDs in their nets
Section4b7of the Endangered Species Act 16 USC 1533b7
provides for issuance of regulations not subject to notice and comment
regarding emergencies posing a significant risk to the well being of
listed species Such regulations may take effect immediately upon filing
for public inspection in the Federal Register and may be effective up
to 240 days


I dug through my email strategy folder and there was a ton of stuff
finally found the below which I think reflects the phased approach
aside from the obvious changes to skimmers


Trawl Rule Overview of the Phased In Approach
Regs Working Group21309


In February 2007 NMFS issued an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
ANPR to announce that we are considering amendments to the Turtle
Excluder Device TED requirements for sea turtles As described in the
ANPR we are working to develop and implement bycatch reduction measures
in all trawl fisheries in the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico when and where


sea turtle takes have occurred or where gear time location fishing
method and other similarities exist between a particular trawl fishery
and a trawl fishery where sea turtle takes have occurred Specific
fisheries described in the ANPR include the Phase 1 fisheries listed


below We also recognize that TEDs may not be feasible for some trawl
fisheries In the event that TEDs are not a viable option other
management measures such as tow time restrictions and timearea closures
may need to be considered


The Strategy has adopted a TED phasein approach and has identified
fisheries to be included in each phase As more information is obtained
through testing etc some of the fisheries may be to be moved from
phase 3 to phase 2 or vice versa Additionally other trawl fisheries
not currently included may be identified throughout the phasein process


Phase 1 Implement TEDs in the summer flounder Atlantic sea scallop
calico scallop whelk and flynet croaker and weakfish fisheries
within the defined spatial temporal limits described in the Alternatives


Phase 2 Implement TEDs or other mitigation measures in the
sheepsheadblack drumking whiting porgy and skimmer trawl fisheries
Spanish sardinescadladyfishbutterfish trynet
squidmackerelbutterfish and multispecies large and small mesh
fisheries within the defined spatial temporal limits within three years
of initial final rule publication would require separate rulemaking







Phase 3 Implement TEDs or other mitigation measures in the skate
horseshoe crab monkfish bluefish spiny dogfish herring primarily
mid water trawl and all other miscellaneous trawl fisheries within the
defined spatial temporal limits within five years of initial final rule
publication would require separate rulemaking


Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject skimmer rule


Date Mon 18 Oct 2010 124505 0400
From Blake Price BlakePrice@noaagov
To David Bernhardt DavidBernhardt@noaagov


Hey David


Longtime hope youre doing well I have just finished a baseline
project looking at different TED configurations vs no TED in skimmer
trawls here in NC It will be a bit before all of the data gets in the
system but I have run preliminary analyses on the total shrimp and
bycatch between the control and TED sides The results thus far are
promising in terms of minimizing shrimp loss drastically reducing total
bycatch and eliminating sea turtle captures there were 3 live
interactions in control nets With that in mind I am preparing a
proposal through BREP funds to hone in on the best TED configuration and
am planning to use a TED design from this past study with the most
statistical probability of minimizing shrimp loss I would like to link
the background of the proposal with the interest of the Strategy and say
something about the potential of the mpending rule for TEDs in
skimmers I was hoping that you may be able to fill me in on where in
the process the rule resides and see if you had any other background
material that may be useful for this proposal and project


Im sure youre busy but if you have some time please let me know and
we can call or bounce some things via email Also Im not missing the
work with the state section 10 application but hope that is going well


Hope to talk with you soon and thanks in advance
Blake
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester


Subject Fwd SER enforcement proposal
Date Wednesday October 20 2010 111204 AM
Attachments SEROO1PDF


Michael Barnettevcf


FYI


Original Message
Subject SER enforcement proposal
Date Wed 20 Oct 2010 160254 0000
From xeroxwc7655@noaagov
ReplyTo xeroxwc7655@noaagov
To MichaelBarnette@noaagov MichaelBarnette@noaagov
johnmitchell@noaagov JohnMitchell@noaagov


Please open the attached document It was scanned and sent to you using a Xerox WorkCentre


Attachment File Type PDF


WorkCentre Location SERO St Pete Florida
Device Name Xerox WC7655


For more information on Xerox products and solutions please visit httnwwwxeroxcom
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Southeast Enforcement Division


Office of Law Enforcement


Protected Resources Enforcement Team PRET


Implementation Plan
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Introduction


The Southeast Enforcement Division SED is the largest and most diverse of the six NOAA
regions Encompassing eight coastal states the island territories of Puerto Rico and the US


Virgin Islands and three national marine sanctuaries the SED OLE agents and officers have a


daunting job enforcing the mandated laws and regulations in the region including the ESA
Turtle Excluder Device TED regulations


ESATED enforcement is one of the highest priorities in the SED and has been since the


regulations were promulgated and experience has shown that it requires a consistent


inspection outreach and monitoring strategy in order to ensure long term compliance SED


has 12 field offices with 33 sworn agentsofficers scattered within the region to provide


enforcement services for NOAA which is mainly investigative in scope Therefore due to


limited patrol resources the SED has relied heavily on its Joint Enforcement Agreement JEA
State partners excluding NC and the US Coast Guard to provide a patrol function


It has recently come to light through courtesy TED inspections by NOAA personnel that TED


compliance has been inadequate to insure compliance under the current patrol program
Although the use of cooperative agencies has been beneficial to the overall NOAA enforcement


mission it has not effectively taken the place of NOAA enforcement resources due to the multi


mission requirements of the USCG and statesmandates which often take precedence over
Federal program functions in the short term


The SED had at one time created a PRET in order to obtain greater TED compliance through a
dedicated patrol unit The concept worked quite well but was eventually disbanded due to


budget and personnel issues which could not be overcome at the time With the current


evidence showing a decline in TED compliance and pending changes within OLE regarding
Enforcement Officer retention given the appropriate funding reactivation of PRETs would


provide the most effective means to increase and maintain TED compliance in the Southeast
Region


PurposeGoal


The purpose of this proposal is to identify and organize the required resources to implement
Protected Resource Enforcement Teams PRET within the SED to patrol monitor train JEA


partners perform outreachpublic education and enforce applicable federal laws TEDs MMPA
ESA etc
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Plan


The intent is to strategically place uniformed enforcement officers EOs in areas of


concentrated commercial fishing shrimping andor environmentally sensitive areas to deter


detect correct and enforce suspected violations of federal protected resource lawregulation


PRET teams will concentrate their activities to coincide with commercial fishery seasons or to
address protected resource management issues as they arise They would supplement other


enforcement efforts when not working their primary roll of PRET


Primary Duties and Goals of the PRET team


1 Enforce all OLE federal protected resource laws and regulations ESA MMPA as applies
to their jurisdiction


2 Conduct ESAMMPA protected resource training to JEA partners agency partners and
Industry


3 Identify and refer potential criminal violations to the appropriate jurisdiction


Secondary Duties of the PRET team


1 Perform specialized enforcement duties


a Individual Fishing Quota IFQ enforcement and monitoring
b Fishing derbiestournaments
c National Marine Sanctuaries


d Oil spill environmental closure enforcement
e JEA Liaison USCG Liaison


f Maintain and operate patrol vessels


g Community Oriented Policing and Problem Solving COPPS Outreachpublic
education


This list of duties is not all inclusive EOs will be expected to respond to any fishery andor


protected resource enforcement challenges that may arise and are expected to attend
advanced training and perform additional collateral duties


Taking into consideration limitations on hiring schedules duty location logistics training and
funding it is recommending the implementation of this plan be performed in 2 phases


It is NOAA OLEs policy and Officer Safety critical that all law enforcement


operationsboardings of commercial fishing vessels at sea be performed by three person PRET
teams two for the boarding evolution and one serving as covervessel operator
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Phase One


Identify enforcement priorities P
TED and ESA enforcement in the Gulf of Mexico A 14
JEA and partner agency training augmentation


Phase one will concentrate on the training and deployment of eight 8 EOs


Galveston TX 3 EOs


Slidell LA 2 EOs


St Petersburg FL 3 EOs


EOs in these duty stations will concentrate on TED and ESA enforcement and to train and work


with JEAUSCG partners All will be NOAA Vessel operators and boarding officers Phase one


will utilize the existing NOAA OLE patrol vessels The existing fleet of NOAA Hurricane patrol
vessels is over 11 years old and will require refurbishing or replacement as use increases


Proiected Costs


Salary


PositionGrade Base Salary Locality AUO Total


EO ZA18012 38000 median 5300 9500 52800


EOZA 18013 52000 median 7280 13000 72280


Salary range for eight 8 EOs 42240000 57824000


Training


Training costs ea FLETC Land Mgmt Police Training LMPT 800000


Marine Law Enforcement Training MLETP 500000


National Enforcement Training NET 200000


Training cost per EO 000000
x 8 12000000
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Equipment


Uniforms 120000


Weapongear 80000
Radio 420000


Vehicle wgear 2400000


Gear per EO 3020000
x 8 24160000


Total cost range for eight 8 EOs first year 78400000 93984000


Note Training and equipment costs in the first year would not reoccur each year
Equipment replacement would occur only as needed Cost of operation for subsequent


years would be based on personnel salaries plus minor equipment and training expenses


The existing fleet of NOAA Hurricane patrol vessels is over 11 years old and will require
refurbishing or replacement as use increases


Phase Two


Phase two is intended to augment phase one 12 years after phase one implementation has


been completed Phase two will remain flexible as a contingency and may be amended as the
need arises or fishery priorities change


Identify enforcement priorities and enforcement needs from phase one
TED and ESA enforcement in the Gulf of Mexico


South Atlantic Fishery TED and ESA Enforcement


Phase two will concentrate on the training and deployment of 9 EOs


Harlingen TX 3 EOs


Charleston SC 3 EOs


Miami FL 3 EOs


EOs in these duty stations will concentrate on TED and ESA enforcement with secondary duties


to train and work with JEAUSCG partners All EOs will be NOAA Vessel operators and boarding
officers


The startup costs are similar to the costs noted in phase one with the addition of one more EO


Total cost range for nine EOs in the first year 88218000105750000
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Conclusion


The plan described herein describes two phases to implement an operational protected
Resources Enforcement Team PRET throughout the Southeast Region This plan optimizes the
use of existing logistical training and personnel resources this will expedite the


implementation and minimize costs At the completion of phase one EOs will be strategically
placed in areas of greatest need and will be operational Phase two expands the PRET team to
address deficiencies from phase one and to augment as needed


Enforcement Officers posses highly specialized skills and provide a visible deterrent to potential
federal law violators This plan will unify JEA partners create a uniformed training system and
enable the SED OLE to have highly trained mobile and visible enforcement teams to increase


protected resource enforcement and voluntary compliance in the SE Region
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Implementation Plan
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Introduction


The Southeast Enforcement Division SED is the largest and most diverse of the six NOAA
regions Encompassing eight coastal states the island territories of Puerto Rico and the US


Virgin Islands and three national marine sanctuaries the SED OLE agents and officers have a


daunting job enforcing the mandated laws and regulations in the region including the ESA
Turtle Excluder Device TED regulations


ESATED enforcement is one of the highest priorities in the SED and has been since the


regulations were promulgated and experience has shown that it requires a consistent


inspection outreach and monitoring strategy in order to ensure long term compliance SED


has 12 field offices with 33 sworn agentsofficers scattered within the region to provide


enforcement services for NOAA which is mainly investigative in scope Therefore due to


limited patrol resources the SED has relied heavily on its Joint Enforcement Agreement JEA
State partners excluding NC and the US Coast Guard to provide a patrol function


It has recently come to light through courtesy TED inspections by NOAA personnel that TED


compliance has been inadequate to insure compliance under the current patrol program
Although the use of cooperative agencies has been beneficial to the overall NOAA enforcement


mission it has not effectively taken the place of NOAA enforcement resources due to the multi


mission requirements of the USCG and statesmandates which often take precedence over
Federal program functions in the short term


The SED had at one time created a PRET in order to obtain greater TED compliance through a
dedicated patrol unit The concept worked quite well but was eventually disbanded due to


budget and personnel issues which could not be overcome at the time With the current


evidence showing a decline in TED compliance and pending changes within OLE regarding
Enforcement Officer retention given the appropriate funding reactivation of PRETs would


provide the most effective means to increase and maintain TED compliance in the Southeast
Region


PurposeGoal


The purpose of this proposal is to identify and organize the required resources to implement
Protected Resource Enforcement Teams PRET within the SED to patrol monitor train JEA


partners perform outreachpublic education and enforce applicable federal laws TEDs MMPA
ESA etc
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Plan


The intent is to strategically place uniformed enforcement officers EOs in areas of


concentrated commercial fishing shrimping andor environmentally sensitive areas to deter


detect correct and enforce suspected violations of federal protected resource lawregulation


PRET teams will concentrate their activities to coincide with commercial fishery seasons or to
address protected resource management issues as they arise They would supplement other


enforcement efforts when not working their primary roll of PRET


Primary Duties and Goals of the PRET team


1 Enforce all OLE federal protected resource laws and regulations ESA MMPA as applies
to their jurisdiction


2 Conduct ESAMMPA protected resource training to JEA partners agency partners and
Industry


3 Identify and refer potential criminal violations to the appropriate jurisdiction


Secondary Duties of the PRET team


1 Perform specialized enforcement duties


a Individual Fishing Quota IFQ enforcement and monitoring
b Fishing derbiestournaments
c National Marine Sanctuaries


d Oil spill environmental closure enforcement
e JEA Liaison USCG Liaison


f Maintain and operate patrol vessels


g Community Oriented Policing and Problem Solving COPPS Outreachpublic
education


This list of duties is not all inclusive EOs will be expected to respond to any fishery andor


protected resource enforcement challenges that may arise and are expected to attend
advanced training and perform additional collateral duties


Taking into consideration limitations on hiring schedules duty location logistics training and
funding it is recommending the implementation of this plan be performed in 2 phases


It is NOAA OLEs policy and Officer Safety critical that all law enforcement


operationsboardings of commercial fishing vessels at sea be performed by three person PRET
teams two for the boarding evolution and one serving as covervessel operator
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Phase One


Identify enforcement priorities P
TED and ESA enforcement in the Gulf of Mexico A 14
JEA and partner agency training augmentation


Phase one will concentrate on the training and deployment of eight 8 EOs


Galveston TX 3 EOs


Slidell LA 2 EOs


St Petersburg FL 3 EOs


EOs in these duty stations will concentrate on TED and ESA enforcement and to train and work


with JEAUSCG partners All will be NOAA Vessel operators and boarding officers Phase one


will utilize the existing NOAA OLE patrol vessels The existing fleet of NOAA Hurricane patrol
vessels is over 11 years old and will require refurbishing or replacement as use increases


Proiected Costs


Salary


PositionGrade Base Salary Locality AUO Total


EO ZA18012 38000 median 5300 9500 52800


EOZA 18013 52000 median 7280 13000 72280


Salary range for eight 8 EOs 42240000 57824000


Training


Training costs ea FLETC Land Mgmt Police Training LMPT 800000


Marine Law Enforcement Training MLETP 500000


National Enforcement Training NET 200000


Training cost per EO 000000
x 8 12000000
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Equipment


Uniforms 120000


Weapongear 80000
Radio 420000


Vehicle wgear 2400000


Gear per EO 3020000
x 8 24160000


Total cost range for eight 8 EOs first year 78400000 93984000


Note Training and equipment costs in the first year would not reoccur each year
Equipment replacement would occur only as needed Cost of operation for subsequent


years would be based on personnel salaries plus minor equipment and training expenses


The existing fleet of NOAA Hurricane patrol vessels is over 11 years old and will require
refurbishing or replacement as use increases


Phase Two


Phase two is intended to augment phase one 12 years after phase one implementation has


been completed Phase two will remain flexible as a contingency and may be amended as the
need arises or fishery priorities change


Identify enforcement priorities and enforcement needs from phase one
TED and ESA enforcement in the Gulf of Mexico


South Atlantic Fishery TED and ESA Enforcement


Phase two will concentrate on the training and deployment of 9 EOs


Harlingen TX 3 EOs


Charleston SC 3 EOs


Miami FL 3 EOs


EOs in these duty stations will concentrate on TED and ESA enforcement with secondary duties


to train and work with JEAUSCG partners All EOs will be NOAA Vessel operators and boarding
officers


The startup costs are similar to the costs noted in phase one with the addition of one more EO


Total cost range for nine EOs in the first year 88218000105750000


DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT







DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT


Conclusion


The plan described herein describes two phases to implement an operational protected
Resources Enforcement Team PRET throughout the Southeast Region This plan optimizes the
use of existing logistical training and personnel resources this will expedite the


implementation and minimize costs At the completion of phase one EOs will be strategically
placed in areas of greatest need and will be operational Phase two expands the PRET team to
address deficiencies from phase one and to augment as needed


Enforcement Officers posses highly specialized skills and provide a visible deterrent to potential
federal law violators This plan will unify JEA partners create a uniformed training system and
enable the SED OLE to have highly trained mobile and visible enforcement teams to increase


protected resource enforcement and voluntary compliance in the SE Region
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From Michael Barnette


To JackHForresterCa noaaaov


Cc Robert D Stevens


Subject Re Fwd SER enforcement proposal
Date Wednesday October 20 2010 12111 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Because its a POS


JackHForrester@noaagovwrote
Why am I not excited about this


Original Message
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Wednesday October 20 2010 812 am
Subject Fwd SER enforcement proposal
To Robert D Stevens RobertDStevens@noaagov Jack H Forrester


Jack H Forrester@noaagov


FYI


Original Message
Subject SER enforcement proposal
Date Wed 20 Oct 2010 160254 0000
From xeroxwc7655@noaagov
ReplyTo xeroxwc7655@noaagov
To MichaelBarnette@noaagov MichaelBarnette@noaagov
johnmitchell@noaagov JohnMitchell@noaagov


Please open the attached document It was scanned and sent to you
using a Xerox WorkCentre


Attachment File Type PDF


WorkCentre Location SERO St Pete Florida
Device Name XeroxWC7655


For more information on Xerox products and solutions please visit
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From David Bernhart


To Maria Holliday Teletha Mincev Eric Hawk Jennifer Lee Stenhania Bolden Dennis Klemm Shelley Norton
Jennifer Moore Laura Enalebv Calusa Horn Kyle Baker Sarah Heberlina Stacey Horstman Robert Hoffman
Barb Zoodsma Amanda Frick Michael Barnette erin fouaeres Anabel Padilla Kelly Shotts Andrew Herndon
Karla Reece Audra Liveraood Lisamarie Carrubba Cheryl Bonnes Kay Davy Paul Kunicki Jessica Powell
Jason Rueter Elizabeth Yarbrouah Kel Logan Ryan Hendren Joe Cavanauah Adam Brame


Subject NOAA NOAA Takes Steps to Reform Enforcement Practices
Date Thursday October 21 201015340 PM


httDwwwnoaanewsnoaaaovstories201020101018 enforcementpracticeshtml







From Michael Barnette


To Duane Smith


Cc David Bernhart


Subject Fwd NOAA NOAA Takes Steps to Reform Enforcement Practices
Date Thursday October 21 201020212 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Duane


Do you think its worth commenting on the summary settlement schedules
etc or is that a lost cause
Mike


Original Message
Subject NOM NOAA Takes Steps to Reform Enforcement Practices
Date Thu 21 Oct 2010 135340 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Maria Holliday mariaholliday@noaagov Teletha Mincey
TelethaMincey@noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov Jennifer Lee


JenniferLee@noaagov Stephania Bolden StephaniaBolden@noaagov
Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Shelley Norton
ShelleyNorton@noaagov Jennifer Moore JenniferMoore@noaagov
Laura Engleby LauraEngleby@noaagov Calusa Horn


CalusaHorn@noaagov Kyle Baker KyleBaker@noaagov Sarah


Heberling SarahHeberling@noaagov Stacey Horstman
StaceyHorstman@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov
Barb Zoodsma BarbZoodsmanoaagovAmanda Frick
AmandaFrick@noaagov Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
erin fougeres erinfougeres@noaagov Anabel Padilla


AnabelPadillanoaagovKelly Shotts KellyShottsnoaagovAndrew
Herndon AndrewHerndon@noaagov Karla Reece KarlaReece@noaagov
Audra Livergood AudraLivergood@noaagov Lisamarie Carrubba


LisamarieCarrubbanoaagovCheryl Bonnes CherylBonnes@noaagov
Kay DavyKayDavynoaagovPaul Kunicki PaulKunickinoaagov
Jessica Powell JessicaPowell@noaagov Jason Rueter


JasonRueter@noaagov Elizabeth Yarbrough
ElizabethYarbroughnoaagovKel Logan KelLogan@noaagov Ryan
Hendren RyanHendren@noaagov Joe Cavanaugh
JosephCavanaugh@noaagov Adam Brame AdamBrame@noaagov


httnwwwnoaanewsnoaaaovstories201020101018 enforcementnracticeshtml
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester


Subject Fwd GADNR reporting on TED inspections
Date Thursday October 21 201033528 PM
Attachments NA06NMF4720047 mar10 aua10 semidoc


Michael Barnettevcf


More information on TED compliance within the shrimp fishery Not sure
how the violations shake out ie minor versus major issues but
interesting nonetheless


Original Message
Subject GADNR reporting on TED inspections
Date Thu 21 Oct 2010 152908 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Jennifer Lee
JenniferLee@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman @noaagov Karla
Reece KarlaReece@noaagov


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd Decision to Reinitiate Section 7 Consultation on
Shrimp Trawlingand its Effects on Sea Turtles
Date Thu 21 Oct 2010 142335 0400
From Mark Dodd MarkDodd@dnrstategaus
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
References 4CC06A316090609@noaagov


Thanks David Attached is our semi annual report with information on TED compliance in Georgia
coastal waters for 2010 TED compliance rates for the last 5 years in Georgia are as follows


2006 12 vessels of 55 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 22 Ao


2007 16 vessels of 23 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 70


2008 2 vessels of 16 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 13


2009 3 vessels of 21 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 14


2006 14 vessels of 30 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 47


Mark


Mark G Dodd


Georgia Sea Turtle Program Coordinator
Georgia Department of Natural Resources
One Conservation Way
Brunswick GA 31520 8687
Office 912 280 6892
Cell 912 269 4019
email MarkDodd@dnrstategaus







David Bernhart DavidBernhartnoaagov10212010 1228 PM


Original Message
Subject Decision to Reinitiate Section 7 Consultation on Shrimp
Trawling and its Effects on Sea Turtles
Date Thu 19 Aug 2010 094932 0400
From Jennifer Lee JenniferLee@noaagov
To NMFS SER PROTECTED RESOURCESnmfsserprotectednoaagovNMFS
SER SUSTAINABLE FISHERIESnmfssersustainablefisheriesnoaagov


Good morning Fyi please see the attached memorandum


Cheers
Jenny







Semi Annual Progress Report
Recovery of Threatened and Endangered Species in Georgia


March 1 2010 August 31 2010


A Award Number NA06NMF4720047


B Amount of Grant 50000


C Project Title Recovery of Endangered and
Threatened Marine Species in
Georgia


D Grantee Georgia Department ofNatural Resources


E Award Period 1 September 2009 to 31 August 2010


F Period Covered by this Report 1 March 2010 to 31 August 2010


G Summary ofProgress


Study 1 Title Implement the Sea Turtle Stranding Network and Marine Turtle
Recovery Plans in Georgia


Job 1 Coordination of Stranding Network in Georgia


Under job 1 of study 1 the Georgia Department ofNatural Resources GADNR
coordinated a network of government employees and volunteers to monitor sea turtle
strandings on the Georgia coast We conducted aerial andor ground surveys of all
beaches approximately once a week from 1 March through midMay Islands with well
established nest protection programs 85 of the coast surveyed the beach on a daily
basis from midMay through the end of August In order to ensure timely reporting of
sea turtle strandings GADNR maintained a tollfree 24hour hotline 1 8002 Save Me
Reports were transferred from the hotline to the state sea turtle coordinator by office
phone cellular phone or email We generally received reports of strandings within
several hours of discovery by volunteers or the public Stranding data was entered into
the seaturtleorg online stranding database STRAND by cooperators and verified by
GADNR personnel Stranding report forms were sent to the Georgia Sea Turtle Program
Coordinator by fax to ensure timely reporting to the National Marine Fisheries Service
NMFS National Sea Turtle Stranding Coordinator Original stranding forms were sent
to the state coordinator through the US Postal Service and were received several days
after the initial reporting To augment the written stranding record network volunteers
were issued digital cameras to document strandings Photos were mailed or emailed to
the State Stranding Coordinator and matched with original stranding forms and sent to
the National Stranding Coordinator in groups of 100







From March 1 2010 to August 31 2010 a total of 112 sea turtle strandings were
reported on the Georgia coast as compared with 64 and 117 strandings during the same
period in 2008 and 2009 respectively


Weekly stranding totals were below the 21 year average below 95 confidence
limits of mean 5 of the 27 weeks of the reporting period weeks 935 Figure 1 No
largescale mortality events were documented during the reporting period 40
strandingsweek
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Figure 1 Sea turtle strandings in Georgia by week and 21 year weekly stranding average
1 January 2010 31 August 2010


Georgia DNR Law Enforcement personnel conducted 30 shrimp trawler
boardings from May thru August 2010 TED violations were documented on 47 of the
trawlers 14 of 30 Violations included TED grids with the installation angle exceeding
55 degrees 10 of 30 and opening measurements smaller than the minimum
requirements


The species composition of sea turtle strandings was similar to last year with
loggerhead strandings accounting for 58 of the total Table 1







Table 1 Sea turtle strandings on the Georgia coast 1 March 2010 to 31 August 2010


Loggerhead KempsRidley GreenTurtle Leatherback Hawksbill


Month Caretta Lepidochelys Chelonia mydas Dermochelys Eretmochelys Unknown Total


caretta kempi coriacea imbricata


March 0 0 0 0 0 0 0


April 5 1 0 0 0 0 6


May 31 12 4 0 0 0 47


June 15 8 4 0 1 0 28


July 11 9 4 0 0 0 24


August 3 2 2 0 0 0 7


Total 65 32 14 0 1 0 112


St Simons Island had the highest stranding densities in the state with 36
strandingskm Cumberland was second with 14 strandingskm Historically stranding
densities have been higher on islands in the southern half of the state south of the
Altamaha River


Stranded loggerhead turtles ranged in size from 490 to 1116 cm curved carapace
length Table 2 Stranded Kempsridley and green turtles were primarily small juveniles
Table 2


Table 2 Curved carapace lengths of stranded sea turtles in Georgia March 1 2010 to
August 31 2010 Length measurements were not obtained for all strandings


Average Curved Range of Curved Carapace
Species No Carapace Length cm Lengths cm


Loggerhead 58 743 490 1116


Leatherback 0


Kempsridley 28 347 210 565


Hawksbill 1 377 377


Green Turtle 12 335 251 693


The majority of loggerhead strandings were in the large juvenile size classes 60 69 cm
Figure 2
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Figure 2 Frequency distribution of stranded loggerhead turtles on the Georgia coast
March 1August 31 2010


Twenty of the 112 strandings assessed for cause of death were sick or debilitated
in some way 18 Thirteen of the debilitated turtles were loggerheads and four were
green turtles two were Kempsridleys and one was a hawksbill turtle In most cases
debilitated turtles were emaciated with extremely high barnacle loads


During the reporting period GADNR personnel and cooperators conducted 55
necropsies 49 of total on fresh and moderately decomposed turtles including 32
loggerheads 4 green 18 Kempsridleys and 1 hawksbill turtle In general it is difficult
to determine cause of death for most strandings However when necropsy results indicate
that the animal is in good body condition abundant fat and muscle with food items in
the gastrointestinal tract evidence of recent foraging and no sign of disease capture and
drowning in commercial fishing operations is the suspected cause of death
Approximately 343of loggerheads necropsied during the reporting period were
suspected to have drowned in commercial fishing operations


The number of loggerhead females stranding in the adult size classes 90 cm ccl
excluding males was low during the reporting n5 The average number of adult
female loggerheads stranding annually from 19992009 was 45 Sea turtle strandings
generally represent approximately 20 of the true mortality occurring offshore The
remaining 80 of carcasses are eaten by sharks or decompose before reaching the beach


Other patterns in strandings included relatively high numbers of strandings with
boat collision injuries Approximately 18 20 of 112 of strandings showed signs of
interaction with vessel propulsion systems


The sex ratio of loggerhead strandings observed during this reporting period was
skewed toward females 88 n28







Job 2 Stranding Compilation and Reporting


The Stranding Network Coordinator compiled and verified species identification
and other data related to strandings Weekly summary reports were sent via email to the
National Stranding Coordinator Stranding data was summarized and distributed to
GSTSSN members Original stranding forms were forwarded to the National Stranding
Coordinator in batches of 100


Job 3 Provide Timely Information on Sea Turtle Strandinas to State and Federal


Enforcement Agencies


We periodically advised state law enforcement personnel of stranding rates to
ensure law enforcement activities were effective in protecting sea turtles The GADNR


provided information on the location and number of strandings to law enforcement
personnel to help direct enforcement activities and provided technical assistance
concerning TED regulations GADNR Nongame personnel participated in TED
boardings at sea


Job 4 Opportunistically collect flippers and biopsy samples from stranded sea turtles to
support aaina studies and other demographic research


We collected several sets of flippers and eyeballs from Kempsridley green and
loggerhead turtles for aging studies


Job 5 Investigate Leatherback Sea Turtle Presence During Spring


No leatherback aerial surveys were completed during the spring of 2010


Job 6 Periodic Aerial Surveys to Identify Areas of Hiah Shrimping Effort


During the reporting period we conducted aerial surveys to determine the
distribution and abundance of shrimp trawlers along the Georgia coast The study area
included the coastal offshore waters from Florida to South Carolina from the beach out to


approximately 10 nm The survey methodology consisted of the pilot positioning the
helicopter directly over each shrimp trawler while the observer recorded a waypoint in a
Garmin GPSMAP 60Cx0 and noted trawler activity trawling hauling back anchored
steaming Aerial surveys were flown at an altitude of approximately 305 m 1000 ft and
a speed of 100 knots


During the reporting period we flew 8 aerial surveys and located a total of 349
shrimp trawlers fishing off the coast of Georgia avg443 trawlers Figure 5
Shrimping effort was highly variable through the spring with between 1 and 119 trawlers
participating in the fishery
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Figure 5 Number of shrimp trawlers observed fishing during aerial surveys of the
Georgia coast 2010


Although quantitative spatial analysis of the trawler locations has not been
completed it appears that the boats are fishing in highly clumped distributions Figure 6
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Figure 6 Spatial distribution of shrimp trawlers from 6 aerial surveys5112010
8312010


This phenomenon was most pronounced on opening day of shrimp season in Georgias
territorial waters Large concentrations ofboats were observed at the south end of
Cumberland Island Brunswick Ship Channel St Andrews Sound and the Savannah
Ship Channel







Job 7 Review ofdevelopment Proiects


We provided comments on 3 permits that may have resulted in impacts to sea
turtle populations including changes to fishery regulations research activities and coastal
development projects


Job 8 Public Education on Marine Turtle Conservation


We conducted 10 slide presentations approximately 6 newspaper interviews
concerning the conservation of sea turtles in Georgia during the reporting period We
provided posters and brochures describing the life history and conservation of sea turtles
in Georgia


Job 9 Reporting


An annual report summarizing the results of jobs 1 7 in Study II will be prepared
and submitted within 90 days of the end of the project period
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Stuart Cory


Cc Jim Leckv Helen Golde David Cottinaham Hal Robbins TracvDunn Otha Easley Alan


Risenhoover Barelli Patrick LCDR Todd Dubois David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Michael Barnette
John Mitchell Jack H Forrester Barbara Schroeder


Subject Re TED Enforcement


Date Friday October 22 201021828 PM


Hi Stu
Thanks so much for sharing this information I am ccing the folks in


SERO and SEC who work on this issue as well Coincidentally they just
sent us numbers from the State of Georgiasenforcement activity see
below Its very interesting to see that GA has a much higher rate of
violation then the numbers you show In speaking with Mark Dodd from
Georgia he has his enforcement people using boarding forms to ensure
that they are checking for everything that they are supposed too What
does the Coast Guard use It might be worth further discussion to
understand why the overall USCG numbers show about a 5 noncompliance
rate but the State of Georgia shows a 1370 noncompliance rate
depending on the year What does TED violations mean in the USCG data
set Mark said for the State of Georgia there major issue is angles and
then further down the line bentbroken bars openings etc


Thanks for your help with this Cheers Alexis


TED compliance rates for the last 5 years in Georgia are as follows


2006 12 vessels of 55 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 22


2007 16 vessels of 23 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 70


2008 2 vessels of 16 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 13


2009 3 vessels of 21 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 14


2010 14 vessels of 30 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 47


Stuart Cory wrote
All


I wanted to share some stats that we received today from USCG on their
efforts dealing with the boarding of shrimp vessels in the GOM I spoke to
Katie Moore CG and OLEs USCG liaison LCMD Barelli about the memo that was
sent out about the TEDs compliance rates The USCG status below is a snap
shot of the total number of shrimp boat boardings the USCG completed in 2009
and 2010 and the total TED violations in the GOM According to the USCG it
spends 82 of their effort in the GOM boarding the shrimp fleet OLE is
continuing to move forward on this issue working with the SE region USCG
and our state partners


Total TED violations


2009 21


2010 28


Total Shrimp Boardings


2009 612


2010 533


If anyone has any questions please let me know







Thanks


Stu







From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez John Mitchell Robert D Stevens Duane Smith
Cc David Bernhart


Subject Re TED Enforcement


Date Friday October 22 201025239 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Alexis


I think you may have touched on something but not explicitly stated
Of the total boardings conducted on shrimp boats how many of those
included TED inspections I am very suspicious of those numbers and am
not positive it translates to a 5 non compliance rate In several
cables I have seen there is mention of USCG boardings of shrimp vessels
where they find undocumented crew on board and its possible they never
get to TEDs since I believe they would have to take that person into
custody is that accurate Duane Further there were several
boardings where the vessel was cited for fishing in the oil spill area
and they had to dump their catch On at least one of those vessels
cited by USCG for fishing in a closed area just weeks before we found
TED violations and we were unclear if USCG actually checked their TEDs
I guess the point I am trying to make is the number of violations needs
to be correlated to the actual number of TED inspections not just
number of boardings I have asked New Orleans if they keep information
on actual number of inspections not just violations but came up empty
on that request
Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Stu
Thanks so much for sharing this information I am ccing the folks


in SERO and SEC who work on this issue as well Coincidentally they
just sent us numbers from the State of Georgiasenforcement activity
see below Its very interesting to see that GA has a much higher
rate of violation then the numbers you show In speaking with Mark
Dodd from Georgia he has his enforcement people using boarding forms
to ensure that they are checking for everything that they are supposed
too What does the Coast Guard use It might be worth further
discussion to understand why the overall USCG numbers show about a 5
noncompliance rate but the State of Georgia shows a 1370
noncompliance rate depending on the year What does TED violations
mean in the USCG data set Mark said for the State of Georgia there
major issue is angles and then further down the line bentbroken bars
openings etc


Thanks for your help with this Cheers Alexis


TED compliance rates for the last 5 years in Georgia are as follows


2006 12 vessels of 55 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 22


2007 16 vessels of 23 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 70


2008 2 vessels of 16 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 13


2009 3 vessels of 21 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 14


2010 14 vessels of 30 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 47


Stuart Cory wrote







All


I wanted to share some stats that we received today from USCG on their
efforts dealing with the boarding of shrimp vessels in the GOM I
spoke to
Katie Moore CG and OLEs USCG liaison LCMD Barelli about the memo
that was


sent out about the TEDs compliance rates The USCG status below is a
snap


shot of the total number of shrimp boat boardings the USCG completed
in 2009


and 2010 and the total TED violations in the GOM According to the
USCG it


spends 82 of their effort in the GOM boarding the shrimp fleet OLE is
continuing to move forward on this issue working with the SE region
USCG


and our state partners


Total TED violations


2009 21


2010 28


Total Shrimp Boardings


2009 612


2010 533


If anyone has any questions please let me know


Thanks


Stu
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From Robert D Stevens


To Michael Barnette


Subject Re TED Enforcement


Date Friday October 22 201031413 PM
Attachments Robert D Stevensvcf


I didnt want to cc everyone on this but the vessel you mentioned that
was caught in the oil area stated that
the CG had only picked up the flap to assure the ted wasnt sewn closed
They never checked an angle or
opening measurement Remember the Capt telling me that when I asked him
if they used an angle meter or
measuring tape


Michael Barnette wrote
Alexis


I think you may have touched on something but not explicitly stated
Of the total boardings conducted on shrimp boats how many of those
included TED inspections I am very suspicious of those numbers and
am not positive it translates to a 5 non compliance rate In several
cables I have seen there is mention of USCG boardings of shrimp
vessels where they find undocumented crew on board and its possible
they never get to TEDs since I believe they would have to take that
person into custody is that accurate Duane Further there were
several boardings where the vessel was cited for fishing in the oil
spill area and they had to dump their catch On at least one of
those vessels cited by USCG for fishing in a closed area just weeks
before we found TED violations and we were unclear if USCG actually
checked their TEDs I guess the point I am trying to make is the
number of violations needs to be correlated to the actual number of


TED inspections not just number of boardings I have asked New
Orleans if they keep information on actual number of inspections not
just violations but came up empty on that request Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Stu
Thanks so much for sharing this information I am ccing the folks


in SERO and SEC who work on this issue as well Coincidentally they
just sent us numbers from the State of Georgiasenforcement activity
see below Its very interesting to see that GA has a much higher
rate of violation then the numbers you show In speaking with Mark
Dodd from Georgia he has his enforcement people using boarding forms
to ensure that they are checking for everything that they are
supposed too What does the Coast Guard use It might be worth
further discussion to understand why the overall USCG numbers show
about a 5 noncompliance rate but the State of Georgia shows a
1370 noncompliance rate depending on the year What does TED
violations mean in the USCG data set Mark said for the State of


Georgia there major issue is angles and then further down the line
bentbroken bars openings etc


Thanks for your help with this Cheers Alexis


TED compliance rates for the last 5 years in Georgia are as follows







2006 12 vessels of 55 boarded were found in violation of TED regs
22


2007 16 vessels of 23 boarded were found in violation of TED regs
70


2008 2 vessels of 16 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 13


2009 3 vessels of 21 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 14


2010 14 vessels of 30 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 47


Stuart Cory wrote
All


I wanted to share some stats that we received today from USCG on their
efforts dealing with the boarding of shrimp vessels in the GOM I
spoke to
Katie Moore CG and OLEs USCG liaison LCMD Barelli about the memo
that was


sent out about the TEDs compliance rates The USCG status below is
a snap


shot of the total number of shrimp boat boardings the USCG completed
in 2009


and 2010 and the total TED violations in the GOM According to the
USCG it


spends 82 of their effort in the GOM boarding the shrimp fleet
OLE is


continuing to move forward on this issue working with the SE region
USCG


and our state partners


Total TED violations


2009 21


2010 28


Total Shrimp Boardings


2009 612
2010 533


If anyone has any questions please let me know


Thanks


Stu
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert D Stevens


Subject Re TED Enforcement


Date Friday October 22 201051302 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


roger thats my point they likely dont do proper TED inspections on
all those boardings so who knows what the actual compliance rate is


Robert D Stevens wrote


I didnt want to cc everyone on this but the vessel you mentioned
that was caught in the oil area stated that
the CG had only picked up the flap to assure the ted wasnt sewn
closed They never checked an angle or
opening measurement Remember the Capt telling me that when I asked
him if they used an angle meter or
measuring tape


Michael Barnette wrote


Alexis


I think you may have touched on something but not explicitly
stated Of the total boardings conducted on shrimp boats how many
of those included TED inspections I am very suspicious of those
numbers and am not positive it translates to a 5 non compliance
rate In several cables I have seen there is mention of USCG


boardings of shrimp vessels where they find undocumented crew on
board and its possible they never get to TEDs since I believe they
would have to take that person into custody is that accurate
Duane Further there were several boardings where the vessel was
cited for fishing in the oil spill area and they had to dump their
catch On at least one of those vessels cited by USCG for fishing in
a closed area just weeks before we found TED violations and we were
unclear if USCG actually checked their TEDs I guess the point I am
trying to make is the number of violations needs to be correlated to
the actual number of TED inspections not just number of boardings
I have asked New Orleans if they keep information on actual number of
inspections not just violations but came up empty on that request
Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Stu
Thanks so much for sharing this information I am ccing the folks


in SERO and SEC who work on this issue as well Coincidentally they
just sent us numbers from the State of Georgiasenforcement
activity see below Its very interesting to see that GA has a much
higher rate of violation then the numbers you show In speaking with
Mark Dodd from Georgia he has his enforcement people using boarding
forms to ensure that they are checking for everything that they are
supposed too What does the Coast Guard use It might be worth
further discussion to understand why the overall USCG numbers show
about a 5 noncompliance rate but the State of Georgia shows a
1370 noncompliance rate depending on the year What does TED
violations mean in the USCG data set Mark said for the State of


Georgia there major issue is angles and then further down the line
bentbroken bars openings etc


Thanks for your help with this Cheers Alexis







TED compliance rates for the last 5 years in Georgia are as follows


2006 12 vessels of 55 boarded were found in violation of TED regs
22


2007 16 vessels of 23 boarded were found in violation of TED regs
70


2008 2 vessels of 16 boarded were found in violation of TED regs
13


2009 3 vessels of 21 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 14


2010 14 vessels of 30 boarded were found in violation of TED regs
47


Stuart Cory wrote
All


I wanted to share some stats that we received today from USCG on their
efforts dealing with the boarding of shrimp vessels in the GOM I
spoke to
Katie Moore CG and OLEs USCG liaison LCMD Barelli about the memo
that was


sent out about the TEDs compliance rates The USCG status below is
a snap


shot of the total number of shrimp boat boardings the USCG
completed in 2009
and 2010 and the total TED violations in the GOM According to the
USCG it


spends 82 of their effort in the GOM boarding the shrimp fleet
OLE is


continuing to move forward on this issue working with the SE
region USCG
and our state partners


Total TED violations


2009 21


2010 28


Total Shrimp Boardings


2009 612


2010 533


If anyone has any questions please let me know


Thanks


Stu
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From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc JackHForresterC@noaaaovJohn Mitchell


Subject Re my visit to Pascagoula
Date Thursday October 28 201095036 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I am making travel arrangements today should arrive sometime late
Monday afternoon or early evening
Mike


Menard Marlene M wrote
Hi all


Sorry to delay in getting back to you with final confirmation I will
be planning to arrive sometime Monday and then leave on Thursday to give
me two full days there I just spoke to Jack about my visit and the
possibility of visiting boats at the port and maybe boardings with USCG
If something can be worked out then I could delay my flight if I need
to


I will write back with a travel schedule for my position for at least
last year hopefully for the past several years for schedule planning
purposes


Looking forward to seeing you there


Regards
Marlene


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettelahnoaaaov
Sent Monday October 25 2010 414 PM
To JackHForrester@noaagov
Cc John Mitchell Menard Marlene M
Subject Re Malaysia TED Article


Works for me if it works for Marlene


I might have to fly out on Wednesday afternoon but that should still
give us enough time


Michael C Barnette


On Oct 23 2010 at 1251 AM JackHForrester@noaagov wrote


Marlene and Mike if you could Travel on Nov 1 and spend Nov land 3 I


think that would enough time to get to know every body and talk about
the scedule as for boardings that maybe another issue we may be able to
do some coursty boardings


Thanks Jack


Original Message
From John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov







Date Friday October 22 2010 848 am
Subject Malaysia TED Article
To Menard Marlene M MenardMM@stategov
Cc JackHForrester@noaagov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnette@noaagov


Hi Marlene


I have attached a copy of the Malaysian TED article for you I will


forward your email address to Dr Nick Pitcher so that he can
communicate with you regarding his proposed visit to DC You can
find


out more about his his organization Marine Research Foundation
MRF
by visiting their website @


Regarding a visit to Pascagoula I agree with you that sooner is
better Jack and I will both be back in Pascagoula beginning the
week


of November 1 I know Mike Barnette wanted to meet with you also
and


would coordinate a visit with your schedule I have copied Mike here
to


see if we can work out a mutually agreeable time Ill let Jack
comment


on the possibility of conducting some TED inspections while you are
here


We look forward to seeing you soon


JM


Menard Marlene M wrote


JohnJack


Do you have a copy of the article that you could forward to me


The


link takes me to a homepage that requires registration


Thanks


Marlene


From Marlene Menard


Sent Tuesday October 19 2010 1024 PM
To Menard Marlene M
Subject Fwd Welcome







Begin forwarded message


From John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov


Date October 18 201093344 PM GMT0200


To Marlene Menard marlenemenard@maccom


Cc JAck Forrester JackHForrester@noaagov


Subject Welcome


Hello Marlene


I am Jack Forresterssupervisor and wanted to drop you a line and


welcome you to the Wonderful World of TEDs Jack spoke very highly


of


you and your ability to jump right in on the recent trip to


Mexico


We are glad to have you aboard and look forward to you visiting us


here in Mississippi in the near future


Id also like to ask you if you would mind if I forwarded your


email


address to a colleague who has been working to introduce TEDs to


the


fishing industry in the Malaysian State of Sabah Nick Pilcher is


a


sea turtle biologist and has been a major TEDs supporter in


Malaysia


for many years Hes been through several TEDs training classes


here







in Pascagoula and through a NOAA grant is acting as a TEDs
specialist for us in that part of the world


Nick recently emailed me that the State of Sabah is close to
committing to a TEDs requirement and said he would like to


communicate


with you regarding a possible visit of Malaysian fisheries


authorities


with Nick to DC Im not exactly sure what the purpose of the


visit is but I would guess they might like to talk with State re


the


possibility of a fishery specific TEDs certification like


Australia


and Brazil Here is a link to the recent press release on TEDs


in


Sabah


If youd prefer to hold off a bit to get your bearings I can
certainly understand I look forward to hearing from you Marlene


JM


John Mitchell
Harvesting Systems Unit Supervisor
NOM Fisheries


Pascagoula MS USA 39568
PH228762 4591


FAX 2287698699


johnmitchell@noaagov
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From DuaneSmith


To Michael Barnette


Cc David Bernhart Duane Smith


Subject Re Fwd NOAA NOAA Takes Steps to Reform Enforcement Practices
Date Monday November 01 2010 125658 PM


Not a lost cause but certainly a delayed one


I absolutely think it is worth commenting on but summary settlement
revisions will have to follow resolution of the issues surrounding the
penalty schedule itself so unfortunately revision of the summary
settlement schedule will likely just have to wait its turn


Feel free to weigh in on the penalty schedule and recognize that any
summary settlements will be less than the penalty otherwise available
for those offenses in the NOVA schedule


Michael Barnette wrote


Duane


Do you think its worth commenting on the summary settlement
schedules etc or is that a lost cause
Mike


Original Message
Subject NOAA NOM Takes Steps to Reform Enforcement Practices
Date Thu 21 Oct 2010 135340 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
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Lee JenniferLee@noaagov Stephania Bolden
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Shelley Norton ShelleyNorton@noaagov Jennifer Moore


JenniferMoore@noaagov Laura Engleby LauraEngleby@noaagov
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Sarah Heberling SarahHeberling@noaagov Stacey Horstman
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CherylBonnes@noaagov Kay Davy KayDavy@noaagov Paul Kunicki
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Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message







From DuaneSmith


To Michael Barnette


Cc Alexis Gutierrez John Mitchell Robert D Stevens David Bernhart Tracy Dunn Duane Smith


Subject Re TED Enforcement


Date Monday November 01 201013353 PM


Mike et al


They would likely detain the person rather than take them into
custody a USCG legal sophistry but your larger point is well taken
and I believe correct The fact that the USCG does a boarding of a
fishing vessel and doesnt detect a fisheries violation unfortunately
should not be read to mean that the vessel was therefore in compliance
with all fishing laws Id be happy to expound but suffice it to say
that using the lack of violations from a CG boarding as a synonym for
compliance is not likely to lead to accurate deductions


D


Michael Barnette wrote


Alexis


I think you may have touched on something but not explicitly stated
Of the total boardings conducted on shrimp boats how many of those
included TED inspections I am very suspicious of those numbers and
am not positive it translates to a 5 non compliance rate In several
cables I have seen there is mention of USCG boardings of shrimp
vessels where they find undocumented crew on board and its possible
they never get to TEDs since I believe they would have to take that
person into custody is that accurate Duane Further there were
several boardings where the vessel was cited for fishing in the oil
spill area and they had to dump their catch On at least one of
those vessels cited by USCG for fishing in a closed area just weeks
before we found TED violations and we were unclear if USCG actually
checked their TEDs I guess the point I am trying to make is the
number of violations needs to be correlated to the actual number of


TED inspections not just number of boardings I have asked New
Orleans if they keep information on actual number of inspections not
just violations but came up empty on that request Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Stu
Thanks so much for sharing this information I am ccing the folks


in SERO and SEC who work on this issue as well Coincidentally they
just sent us numbers from the State of Georgiasenforcement activity
see below Its very interesting to see that GA has a much higher
rate of violation then the numbers you show In speaking with Mark
Dodd from Georgia he has his enforcement people using boarding forms
to ensure that they are checking for everything that they are
supposed too What does the Coast Guard use It might be worth
further discussion to understand why the overall USCG numbers show
about a 5 noncompliance rate but the State of Georgia shows a
1370 noncompliance rate depending on the year What does TED
violations mean in the USCG data set Mark said for the State of


Georgia there major issue is angles and then further down the line
bentbroken bars openings etc


Thanks for your help with this Cheers Alexis







TED compliance rates for the last 5 years in Georgia are as follows


2006 12 vessels of 55 boarded were found in violation of TED regs
22 A


2007 16 vessels of 23 boarded were found in violation of TED regs
70


2008 2 vessels of 16 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 13


2009 3 vessels of 21 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 14


2010 14 vessels of 30 boarded were found in violation of TED regs 47


Stuart Cory wrote
All


I wanted to share some stats that we received today from USCG on their
efforts dealing with the boarding of shrimp vessels in the GOM I
spoke to
Katie Moore CG and OLEs USCG liaison LCMD Barelli about the memo
that was


sent out about the TEDs compliance rates The USCG status below is
a snap


shot of the total number of shrimp boat boardings the USCG completed
in 2009


and 2010 and the total TED violations in the GOM According to the
USCG it


spends 82 of their effort in the GOM boarding the shrimp fleet
OLE is


continuing to move forward on this issue working with the SE region
USCG


and our state partners


Total TED violations


2009 21
2010 28


Total Shrimp Boardings


2009 612


2010 533


If anyone has any questions please let me know


Thanks


Stu


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613







Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message







From David Bernhart


To DuaneSmith Michael Barnette


Subject Re Fwd NOAA NOAA Takes Steps to Reform Enforcement Practices
Date Monday November 01 201024114 PM


Thanks for that input Duane


Mike NOAA has published this draft policy and apparently pursued the
amount of input from line office staff us it deemed appropriate The
draft policy is now out for comment from the public and not the agency
internally So if you offer any comments please do so as a member of
the public not a NOM employee If we do get an invitation to comment
officially Ill let you know right away


DB


DuaneSmith wrote


Not a lost cause but certainly a delayed one


I absolutely think it is worth commenting on but summary settlement
revisions will have to follow resolution of the issues surrounding the
penalty schedule itself so unfortunately revision of the summary
settlement schedule will likely just have to wait its turn


Feel free to weigh in on the penalty schedule and recognize that any
summary settlements will be less than the penalty otherwise available
for those offenses in the NOVA schedule


Michael Barnette wrote


Duane


Do you think its worth commenting on the summary settlement
schedules etc or is that a lost cause
Mike
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From David Bernhart DavidBernhartnoaagov
To Maria Holliday mariaholliday@noaagov Teletha Mincey
TelethaMincey@noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov Jennifer


Lee JenniferLeenoaagovStephania Bolden
StephaniaBolden@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
Shelley Norton ShelleyNorton@noaagov Jennifer Moore


JenniferMoore@noaagov Laura Engleby LauraEngleby@noaagov
Calusa Horn CalusaHornnoaagovKyle BakerKyleBakernoaagov
Sarah Heberling SarahHeberling@noaagov Stacey Horstman
StaceyHorstman@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov
Barb Zoodsma BarbZoodsmanoaagovAmanda Frick
AmandaFrick@noaagov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnette@noaagov erin fougeres erinfougeres@noaagov
Anabel Padilla AnabelPadillanoaagovKelly Shotts
KellyShotts@noaagov Andrew Herndon AndrewHerndon@noaagov
Karla Reece KarlaReece@noaagov Audra Livergood
AudraLivergood@noaagov Lisamarie Carrubba
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CherylBonnesnoaagovKay Davy KayDavy@noaagov Paul Kunicki







PaulKunicki@noaagov Jessica Powell JessicaPowell@noaagov
Jason Rueter JasonRueternoaagovElizabeth Yarbrough
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From David Bernhart


To Michael Barnette Robert Hoffman


Subject Fwd Commenting on Proposed Penalty Schedule
Date Wednesday November 03 201043245 PM


Hi Mike
Well this is welcome and very different from what I told you Pls talk with Bob if


you wanna put together an official TEDs or broader set of endangered species
comments


DB


Original Message
SubjectCommenting on Proposed Penalty Schedule


DateWed 03 Nov 2010 161749 0400
From DuaneSmith DuaneSmithanoaaaov


To David Bernhart DavidBernhartanoaaaov Benjamin Friedman
BeniaminFriedmananoaaaov Duane Smith DuaneSmithanoaaaov


David


As suspected the more the merrier on comments on the penalty
schedule My boss Ben Friedman said to just use the e mail link
provided on the website to comment Make it clear if you are commenting
as an individual or in your official capacity but both are most
welcome I suggest you use personal e mail account if commenting as an
individual


Call with any questions or concerns and thanks for your interest and
attention to this matter


Duane


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duane
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This e mail message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message







From David Bernhart


To Michael Barnette


Cc Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd Commenting on Proposed Penalty Schedule
Date Wednesday November 03 201045259 PM


Most interesting was their explicit support of TEDs in skimmers Hes on the SSA
board so maybe thats indicative of their overall view
DB


Michael Barnette wrote


Cool thanks


Bumped into Steve Bosarge today who said he met with yall yesterday
with Chris Slay Anything come out of that meeting
Cheers
Mike


Michael C Barnette


On Nov 3 2010 at 332 PM David Bernhart
DavidBernhartnoaaaovwrote


Hi Mike
Well this is welcome and very different from what I told you
Pls talk with Bob if you wanna put together an official TEDs
or broader set of endangered species comments
DB


Original Message
SubjectCommenting on Proposed Penalty Schedule


DateWed 03 Nov 2010 161749 0400
FromDuaneSmith DuaneSmithenoaagov


To David Bernhart DavidBernhartnoaaaov


Benjamin Friedman
BeniaminFriedmanenoaaaov Duane Smith
DuaneSmithnoaaaov


David


As suspected the more the merrier on comments on the


penalty
schedule My boss Ben Friedman said to just use the e
mail link


provided on the website to comment Make it clear if


you are commenting
as an individual or in your official capacity but both
are most


welcome I suggest you use personal e mail account if
commenting as an
individual


Call with any questions or concerns and thanks for your
interest and
attention to this matter







Duane


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
dnsmitranoaaov
Office 727 824 5386
Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended
only for the


named recipients It contains information that may be
confidential


privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt
from


disclosure under applicable law If you have received
this message


in error are not a named recipient or are not the
employee or


agent responsible for delivering this message to a
named recipient


be advised that any review disclosure use
dissemination


distribution or reproduction of this message or its
contents is


strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that
you have


received this message in error and delete the
message







From Alexis Gutierrez


To David Cottinaham David Bernhart Michael Barnette Jack H Forrester Robert Hoffman John Mitchell


Subject Fwd Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
Date Thursday November 04 201055623 PM
Attachments 3 thinasschwaabsouthernshrimoalliance doc


Fwd Re Meetina Reauest Southern Shrimp Allianceeml 771 KBlmsa


Hi All Southern Shrimp Alliance is coming to meet with Eric Schwaab on
Monday They are coming about the loggerhead listing However given
that they talk about TEDs reducing anthropogenic mortality in their
comments I took the opportunity to put in the background of the
briefing paper our issues with TEDs compliance in the Southeast I dont
expect Eric to actually speak to that but figured he should be aware of
that and the impending skimmer rule and Shrimp BIOP Please review and
send comment by 3pm tomorrow I have to send this upstairs by COB
tomorrow and it just got dropped in my lap yesterday Thanks A







From David Cottinaham


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Fwd Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
Date Wednesday November 03 201042715 PM
Attachments SSA Loaaerhead Commentsodf


David Cottinahamvcf


Original Message
SubjectRe Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance


DateWed 03 Nov 2010 155539 0400
FromGloria Thompson GloriaThomosonanoaaaov
ToGloria Thompson GloriaThomosonalnoaaaov
CCSteve Murawski SteveMurawskihnoaaaov Beth Lumsden
BethLumsdenanoaaaov Heather Sagar HeatherSaaaralloaaGov Jim Lecky
JimLeckvanoaaaov Helen Golde HelenGoldeanoaaaov Barbara Schroeder
BarbaraSchroederaanoaaaov Therese Conant ThereseConant Thnoaaaov
Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimikoanoaaaov Samuel Rauch
SamuelRauchanoaaaov Deb LambertDebLambertanoaaaov David


Cottingham DavidCottinahamanoaaaov
References 4CADFOD16060805aNoaaaov 4CAF4A8F1090004aNoaaaov


Attached is background provided by the Southern Shrimp Alliance for the November 8 meeting A
prebrief will be held in Erics office at 230 PR please send me a 3things memo by COB Friday
November 5 Thanks


Gloria Thompson wrote


This meeting is confirmed from 3004OOpm on Monday November 8 Room 14836
Tasker and prebrief info will come out shortly Thanks


Gloria Thompson wrote


Would November 8 at 230 or 300 work for everyone to accommodate the
Southern Shrimp Alliances request to meet on loggerhead sea turtles Weve
been trying to schedule this meeting for some time Thanks


Original Message
SubjectRe meeting request


Date Mon 27 Sep 2010 135423 0400 EDT
From GRDelanevaaolcom


ToGloriaThomosonanoaaaov


Hi Gloria


I presented options and they came back with try November to get them both


So please dont get annoyed with my persistence but please let me know if there are any dates in
November that Steve and Jim can both accommodate


thank you for your patience Gloria
Glenn


Glenn Roger Delaney
601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 900 South Building
Washington DC 20004
202 434 8220







202 639 8817 fax


In a message dated927201084001 AM Eastern Daylight Time
GloriaThomnsonnoaagovwrites


Glenn due to travel schedules it is going to be difficult to get Murawski and Lecky together
Does the Alliance have a strong preference on who they want at the meeting Steve or Jim


One of them plus staff may meet their requirements Let me know Thanks


GRDelanevaaolcomwrote


Hi Gloria sorry this took so long but we sure have some busy people Some
good dates for us in October to meet with Steve Murawski and Jim Lecky
regarding loggerhead turtles are Oct 1112 13 27 28 and 29


It would be really great but not imperative if Eric cold be there too even for a
part of it Again we need a solid hour to make a presentation and discuss


Do any of these work for you all


Thanks Gloria personally I dont know how you deal with scheduling all the
time you must be a genius at this it drives me nuts


thanks


Glenn


Glenn Roger Delaney
601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 900 South Building
Washington DC 20004
202 434 8220
202 639 8817 fax


David Cottingham
Chief Division of Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation
NMFS Office of Protected Resources


phone 301 713 2322 ext 101


fax 301 427 2522
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Southern Shrimp Alliance
PO Box 1577 Tarpon Springs FL 34688


955 E MLK Dr Suite 0 Tarpon Springs FL 34689
7279345090 Fax 7279345362


September 13 2010


Ms Barbara Schroeder


Office of Protected Resources Room 13657
National Marine Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910


Ms Sandy MacPherson
Fish and Wildlife Service


7915 Baymeadows Way Suite 7915
Jacksonville FL 32256


RE Loggerhead Proposed Listing Rule
75 Fed Reg 12598 March 16 2010


Dear Ms Schroeder and Ms MacPherson


On behalf of the Southern Shrimp Alliance I am pleased to submit the attached
comments regarding the Proposed Rule Listing Nine Distinct Population Segments of
Loggerhead Sea Turtles as Endangered or Threatened


Sincer ly


t0 7


John Williams


Executive Director


SSA Comments COVER LETTER AS FILED 9 13 10
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The Southern Shrimp Alliance SSA submits the following comments regarding the


Proposed Rule Listing Nine District Population Segments of Loggerhead Sea Turtles as


Endangered or Threatened 75 Fed Reg 12598 March 16 2010Proposed Rule SSA is a


non profit alliance of members of the shrimp industry in eight states committed to ensuring the


viability of Americasdomestic shrimp industry SSA serves as the national voice for the shrimp


fishermen and processors in Alabama Florida Georgia Louisiana Mississippi North Carolina


South Carolina and Texas In preparing these comments SSA has undertaken new and


substantially more detailed analyses of the factual scientific and legal basis for the Proposed


Rule Our comments reflect the results of this new and more detailed research and analysis


I Introduction


In August 2007 the National Marine Fisheries Service NMFS and the Fish and


Wildlife Service FWScollectively the Services evaluated whether loggerhead turtles


should be divided into Distinct Population Segments DPSs The Services concluded


Based on the best scientific information available the current listing is valid Loggerhead


Sea Turtle 5Year Review Summary and Evaluation NMFS and FWS August 2007 2007


Status Review at 3 Regarding whether loggerhead turtles should be reclassified as


endangered the Services concluded Based on the best scientific information available we do


not believe the loggerhead turtle should be delisted or reclassified Id at 40 Three years later


the Services promulgated the Proposed Rule reversing their previous positions that were based


on the best scientific information available


What changed The answer is that the Services assembled a new Biological Review


Team BRT that developed and applied new population assessment and extinction prediction


models The results were described in a report titled Loggerhead Sea Turtle 2009 Status


Review Under The US Endangered Species Act August 2009 BRT Report That Report is


incorporated by reference into the Proposed Rule and provides the foundation for the Proposed


Rule However the BRT Report and the Services reversal of position are based on an


admittedly slender reed The BRT Report itself notes the flaws and unreliability of the models


Estimates of quasiextinction risks are known to have high degrees of
uncertainty BRT Report at 36


The models values are not indicative of a true probability of quasiextinction
Id


The analysis indicated potential overestimations of anthropogenic
mortalities Id at 67


Our matrices may provide a false sense of urgency Id







One year after the BRT Report the National Research Council of the National


Academies of Science NAS assessed the scientific merits of the analysis and models in the


BRT Report the foundation for the Proposed Rule Assessment of Sea Turtle Status and


Trends Integrating Demography and Abundance National Research Council of the National


Academies July 15 2010 NAS Report


Regarding the scientific rigor with which the BRT analyses were done NAS
stated Reviews of federal population assessments and research plans are not
sufficiently rigorous and transparent NAS Report at 7 In other words a
thorough analysis of data was not done


As to the models used in the BRT Report the NAS Report states there was no
attempt to fit models to data Id at 90


Regarding whether the best available scientific information was used the NAS
concluded Inadequate information is available for population assessments
because the data have not been collected or if they have been collected they
have not been analyzed or made accessible in a manner that allows them to be


useful Id at 104 Emphasis added In other words in a glaring failure of
scientific process the Services had data they failed to use Moreover the data
the Services did use were inadequate to support their conclusions


Further commenting on the BRT Report NAS states the models were a heuristic
exercise with little or no real power for prediction Id at 90 NAS
characterization of the BRT models as a heuristic exercise is particularly
damning given that WebstersNew Collegiate Dictionary defines heuristic as
unjustified or incapable of justification In simple English NAS concludes the
models and analysis in the BRT Report cannot justify the Proposed Rule


That the NAS scientific review of the methodology and process used to justify the Proposed


Rule revealed the methodology and process and the resulting analysis to be fundamentally


flawed should end the debate about whether the Proposed Rule is arbitrary and capricious and


not in accordance with law


Furthermore the Proposed Rule is legally defective because it is contrary to the


Services own policy and to Congressional intent The intent of Congress is reflected in the


policy adopted by the Services in 1996 regarding DPS designations 61 Fed Reg 4722 Feb 7


1996DPS Policy That Policy states Congress intended that DPS designations be used


sparingly S Rept 151 96 Cong 1S Sess at 6 cited at 61 Fed Reg 4725 The sentence


in the Senate Report cited with approval in the DPS Policy also states a DPS designation


should occur only when the biological evidence indicates such action is warranted Id


Emphasis added Courts considering whether the DPS Policy requires the Services to follow


this Congressional intent have held The DPS Policy expressed an intent to follow that


instruction Northwest Ecosystem Alliance v United States Fish and Wildlife Service 475 F3d


1136 1144 9 Cir 2007
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Congress elaborated further on the appropriate evidentiary standard for DPS


designations stating that listing a DPS may be necessary when the preponderance of


evidence indicates that a species faces a widespread threat but conclusive data is available with


regard to only certain populations S Rept 151 96 Cong 1st Sess at 6 Emphasis added


In a recent decision the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit noted with approval


the fact that in applying the Evolutionary Significant Unit ESU Policy the admitted twin of the


DPS Policy NMFS used the Congressionally mandated standard that there must be conclusive


evidence to justify a DPS listing Modesto Irrigation District v Gutierrez No 09 15214 2010


WL 3274499 9 Cir Aug 20 2010 at 3


Congress intended that the Services be held to a high evidentiary standard in making a


DPS designation The Services have incorporated that intent into the DPS Policy The courts


have approved this evidentiary standard The Proposed Rule fails to meet the required legal


standard


In light of these evidentiary and legal failings all of which are discussed in detail below


SSA urges that this Proposed Rule be issued in final form with no DPS designations and no


change in listing status To proceed with DPS and endangered designations will have


unmitigable impacts on people whose lives and livelihoods will be affected if the Proposed Rule


is made final The data discussed below are so tenuous that to proceed with this rulemaking is


completely inappropriate This is particularly true when NMFS is now undertaking a major


survey of the in water abundance of loggerheads As the Administrator of the National Oceanic


and Atmospheric Administration stated in an August 24 2010 letter to Congressman Walter


Jones this study will develop new models for estimating population levels and will provide new


and more complete abundance and population trend data to be used in those models


consistent with the recommendations in the NAS Report NAS Report at 103105 To act now


in the absence of data that may fundamentally alter the bases for the Proposed Rule and


without analyzing data the Services already have is unconscionable and would fly in the face of


the recommendations in the NAS Report


II The Models


A The Data Inputs


Everyone who has taken a computer or software design course knows that when models


are constructed and applied the results are only as good as the data inputted and the


assumptions made As one wag indelicately put it garbage in garbage out Thus it is


important to examine the data used and the assumptions made in the models that provide the


foundation for the Proposed Rule That examination must also be done in the context of the
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ESAs standard that the Services must use the best available scientific and commercial data


16 USC1533b1AThe models fail this standard


1 The Most Current Nestina Data Were Not Used


Given that the Proposed Rule depends on the models to assess the current status and


future trend of the loggerhead population in each proposed DPS it is intuitively obvious and


important that the model use the correct current population numbers ie we have the right


starting point That did not happen


For the single most important component of the proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS the


Peninsula Florida Recovery Unit the model used the nesting data only through 2007 That data


showed a decreasing nesting trend BRT Report at 44 Figure 4 2008 data showing an


increase in the nesting population was not used Given the ESAs requirement to use the best


available scientific data this is a curious omission an omission made even more curious by


the fact that the 2008 data had already been adopted and used by the Services in their


Loggerhead Recovery Plan NMFS and FWS 2008 at 1 9 Figure 5 That Recovery Plan


preceded the BRT Report by approximately eight months and the Proposed Rule by


approximately fourteen months By excluding the most recent population data data already


used by the Services in the Recovery Plan the Services effectively changed the results that


should have been obtained from their models


Similarly the models did not use the 2008 nesting data for the proposed North Pacific


DPS BRT Report at 40 Figure 1 As is the case for the proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS


adding the current data would have changed the result because the new data showed a


significant increase in the current nesting population Curiously according to the data files


NMFS provided to SSA the BRT Report notes the existence of the 2008 data but then fails to


use it BRT Report at 40


For the Indian Ocean 2000 was the last year of nesting data used in the model Id at


42 The recognized expert on Indian Ocean loggerheads Ronel Nel reviewed the draft BRT


Report and the models saw that the nesting population data used stopped at 2000 and


provided the Services with Indian Ocean loggerhead nesting data through the 20082009


nesting season Available at wwwnmfsnoaaaovorspeciesstatusreviewshtm The several


years of additional data were not used The unused data showed a pronounced increase in the


current nesting population Using the correct current data would have changed the models


results


Omitting data that show an increase in nesting populations will inevitably produce a


downward nesting trend Data showing an increase in the nesting population necessarily
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changes the results For whatever reason in the preceding examples the Proposed Rule relies


only on data showing a decline in the nesting population The Proposed Rule is not based on


the best scientific information available as required by the ESA


2 InWater Survey Data Were Ignored


The failure to use the most current nesting population data is exacerbated by the BRTs


failure to consider existing data from in water versus on the beach studies These data also


showed an increase in loggerhead populations The 2009 Turtle Expert Working Group Report


TEWG Report prepared for the Services by experts appointed by the Services examined the


results of four in water turtle abundance surveys covering a large portion of the loggerhead


habitat in the southeastern US These studies reported increased abundance for neritic


loggerheads in the southeastern US which is home to the dominant nesting population in the


proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS TEWG 2009 at ix This very large cohort of male and female


loggerheads will be added to the breeding population in the immediate future In other words


the conclusions in the Proposed Rule about continuing declines in nesting females are suspect


The results of the inwater population counts need to be considered They were not


notwithstanding the fact that the data were reported by the Services own Turtle Expert Working


Group


The finding in the TEWG Report about the number of females that will be added to the


nesting population are confirmed by a 2010 study conducted for NMFS by the South Carolina


Department of Natural Resources This NMFS sponsored study confirmed the increased


abundance of maturing loggerheads next in line to join the breeding population The study


showed that todays loggerhead abundance over all sizes and sexes is 43 times greater than


in the 19501976 period 1417 times greater than in the late 1970s and 23 times greater than


in the late 1980s and early 1990s Contrary to the conclusion in the models and the Proposed


Rule loggerhead extinction is not imminent


The South Carolina study also showed that the abundance of the smallest sized turtles


appears low If this pattern holds another decrease in nesting will follow the next pulse of


adults through the system These patterns of alternating high and low adult abundance are


consistent with a density dependent species like loggerheads Just as the models fail to


account for the coming increase in adult loggerhead numbers the models fail to account for the


next decrease Instead the models make straight line projections based on old data showing


only population decreases This failing further demonstrates that the models are an


inappropriate tool to measure fluctuating population trends and to predict extinction The


inappropriateness of ignoring the in water data sources was also made clear in the NAS Report
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that concluded that turtle population assessments are based too heavily on estimates of adult


females on nesting beaches and fail to account for or consider other data sources NAS


Report at 103


3 Incorrect Population Parameters Were Used


One of the population parameters that is vital to the accuracy of the model is the number


of nests per female per season This parameter was modeled by the BRT as being constant for


the next 100 years This is incorrect because older female nesters produce more nests per


season than new nesters TEWG 2009 at x The models assume a constant rate for the


number of nests Clearly this cannot be accurate given the large number of females about to


be added to the breeding population and the possibility of a naturally fluctuating decrease that


may follow some years later The point as the NAS concluded is that the models which


assume constant straight line data cannot be relied on to accurately predict population trends


or to predict extinction


4 Incorrect Anthropoaenic Mortality Numbers Were Used


In evaluating the future status of the loggerhead population in the proposed Northwest


Atlantic DPS the past is prologue and it is important to account for past history that affects the


future The Services have long contended that loggerhead bycatch in the shrimp fishery is the


most significant source of loggerhead mortality and is largely responsible for declines in the


proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS In 2002 NMFS estimated the lethal take of loggerheads in


southeastern US shrimp trawls at 62294 Epperly et al 2002 NMFS Biological Opinion 2002


With improvements in turtle saving net designs called Turtle Excluder Devices TEDs the


estimated lethal take of loggerheads was expected to decline to3948 annually Id In 2009


NMFS estimated that the annual loggerhead mortality in shrimp trawls had actually dropped to


647 by 2007 due to further TED refinements and use and a decline in fishing effort NMFS 2009


Biological Opinion at 65 This represents a 99 reduction in mortality


If fisheries bycatch is the culprit in the past decline of loggerhead populations the cause


would clearly be due to historical practices that have now been successfully modified If the


historical shrimp fishery was implicated in the decline of loggerhead nesting populations that


began about 1998 one would be looking for causative agents corresponding to increased takes


of loggerheads that were tenplus years of age given the facts that 1 nesting begins at age 30


and 2 loggerheads are not large enough to be caught in shrimp nets until they are about ten


years old Thus one would be looking for something that began about 20 years prior to 1998


the late 1970s The late 1970s featured a steep increase in shrimping effort
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Using the same rationale the causative agent for the increase in nesting populations


that began in 2008 would be something occurring in the late 1980s and early 1990s That is


when TEDs came into use The population assessment and prediction models relied on in the


Proposed Rule never discuss or account for the reduction in loggerhead mortality associated


with changes in shrimping Rather the models assume the past has not changed and assume


incorrect annual mortality numbers into the future


The facts are that the Services continually and repeatedly failed to input and use the


best available scientific information Significantly this is not a case of competing data sets or


different interpretations by experts All the data discussed in this and the preceding subsections


was developed accepted and used in other contexts by the Services by experts such as the


Turtle Expert Working Group appointed by the Services or by governmental agencies


commissioned by NMFS The BRT however did not use the data contrary to the ESAs


mandate to use the best available data


5 Opinion Was Substituted For Fact


The BRT Report compounds the problems discussed above through the methodology


used to develop other data which was then inputted as the anthropogenic mortality affecting


loggerhead population levels and trends For each category of anthropogenic mortality habitat


destruction overuse by fishing and similar activities disease and predation and other a group


of unidentified experts was asked to give their opinion as to whether the threat is high


medium low or very low Thus this model was built not on data and analysis but on opinion


This problem was highlighted in the NAS Report and echoed in the comments of Peer


Reviewer 7 who stated


I am concerned that using opinion provides an illusion of
knowledge about vital rates for which there really is no good
knowledge The opinionbased threat estimates resulted in
population change estimates for different DPSs that are so
uncertain as to be arguably of little value


Review found at http wwwnmfsnoaagovprspecies turtlesIoggerheadstatuspeer


reviewshtm Reviewer 7 went on to call the models methodology and results so


unrealistically pessimistic as to be only marginally helpful Id


Exacerbating the defect of relying on opinion instead of facts and analysis the model


assigns to each threat ranking an actual mortality rate ie the number of dead turtles


supposedly represented by a high medium low or very low ranking In other words the BRT


started with the opinions of unknown experts and then assigned each threat ranking high low


etc an arbitrary anthropogenic mortality rate that is then converted into a finite anthropogenic
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mortality number which is then inputted into the models as if it were scientific data to estimate


loggerhead population trends This anthropogenic mortality rate is added to natural mortality to


develop a picture of total mortality that is then used in the models to predict population trends


and extinction However the picture is wrong and so are the models As Reviewer 7 noted


this opinion and arbitrarily assigned mortality level analysis resulted in the computation that the


loggerhead mortality caused by fishing in the open ocean ie not coastal shrimping was so


high as to not be believable Reviewer 7 stated


There is no way that oceanic turtles especially juveniles incur an
added 1030 mortality due to bycatch The only significant USA
source of mortality to oceanic juveniles is pelagic longlining
which kills a trivial proportion of oceanic juveniles eg at most a
few hundred mortalities per year in US longline fleet vs probably
hundreds of thousands if not millions of animals in the oceanic


juvenile stage Even if you assume all reported mortality from the
Mediterranean affects only the Northwest Atlantic population its
still probably in the low thousands which is probably001 of the
number of oceanic juveniles out there This is one prime example
of the problem with the opinionbased assignment of mortality
rates


Id


Another example of the problem associated with this opinion based system of divining


anthropogenic mortality with respect to the proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS comes from


reviewing the mortality estimates in Section5265of the BRT Report A tabulation of the


estimated number of loggerheads taken as fisheries bycatch discussed in that section totals


3743 BRT Report at 134138 The tabulated mortality estimate of3743 is only0016 of the


proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS loggerhead population estimated in the 1998 TEWG Report


However based on the opinions of the unknown experts and the arbitrarily assigned mortality


rate for the high low etc threat rankings the models relied on in the Proposed Rule assumed a


fisheries bycatch mortality of between 013 and 050 of the population BRT Report at 73


These assumed mortality rates used in the models are eight and thirtyone times higher than the


actual take estimates listed in section 5265of the BRT Report Once again the Services


relied on opinion and arbitrary numbers rather than actual data Again the Proposed Rule has


not used the best available scientific data


B The Diffusion Approximation Model


The first of the two assessment models used by the BRT was a diffusion approximation


model Diffusion Model This model was used to assess the probability of the loggerhead


population going extinct in 100 years A detailed scientific analysis of the fatal flaws in the


application of the Diffusion Model is attached as an Appendix to these Comments Suffice it to
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say that the Services application of the Diffusion Model was so flawed as to make the results


unusable


First as discussed in the immediately preceding section the data used in the model was


not the best available data Second by selectively using only certain data the BRT skewed the


results


Third the intuitively obvious thing required to determine the probability of extinction is to


know the population level below which the species cannot fall without being doomed to


extinction Since the whole point of the analysis is to determine if and when the population


might face extinction one would expect the Services to specify a population threshold or range


that is the critical viability point That point would be used to judge when the population is


approaching or at the level at which it cannot survive The Services never provide that


number Thus the Diffusion Model somehow concludes loggerheads face imminent extinction


without ever telling us the extinction level without ever telling us how many loggerheads must


cease to exist before we reach the critical threshold below which the species cannot survive


How the Services can predict when extinction occurs without knowing the extinction level is a


mystery


Fourth the Diffusion Model as applied by the Services does not actually provide direct


probability estimates of extinction Instead the Services used a newly minted term called the


Susceptibility to Quasi Extinction SQE Of course SQE has nothing to do with actual


extinction since the Services neglected to develop that number Rather SQE is a probability of


the probability that a specified percent of the current population will exist 100 years in the future


As the BRT Report admits the values produced by the Diffusion Model are not indicative of a


true probability of quasiextinction BRT Report at 36


Fifth scientists who support the concept of diffusion modeling concede that projections


should be limited to 25 times the number of years for which nesting survey data are available


Here many of the data series used by the Diffusion Model are for 20 years or less Thus the


maximum reliable projection might be 50 years assuming the data used were complete and


accurate which it was not in this case However the Diffusion Model makes predictions and


projections out to 100 years and it is that 100 year projection on which the Proposed Rule


improperly relies


Finally scientists who support the concept of diffusion modeling also say that the


assumptions employed must be evaluated to determine if the model is producing results within


appropriate boundaries In a major failure of scientific protocol and procedure the Services did


not do so As discussed in the attached Appendix the Diffusion Model as applied by the BRT
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produced results that were so clearly outside appropriate and acceptable boundaries as to


make them meaningless


In sum because of these fundamental flaws and those further discussed in the


Appendix the Diffusion Model cannot be used to justify the Proposed Rule


C The Threat Matrix Model


The second model relied on by the Services in the Proposed Rule was the Threat Matrix


Model Like the Diffusion Model the Threat Matrix Model is fundamentally and fatally flawed


First it is worth recalling that the National Academy of Sciences called the models a


heuristic exercise with little or no real power for prediction NAS Report at 90


Second the Threat Matrix Model as discussed above is improperly based on the


opinions of unidentified experts with threat rankings given arbitrarily assigned actual mortality


values values inconsistent with the actual data


Third the BRT Report itself admits the Threat Matrix Report is fatally flawed The


mortalities used in the model may not represent actual mortalities BRT Report at 58 The


mortalities in the model may overestimate the anthropogenic mortalities Id Further there


were potential overestimations by the experts of anthropogenic mortalities Id at 67 The


threat matrix may provide a false sense of urgency Id And finally the analysis does not


provide estimates for the likelihood or probability of extinction Id at 53


The Threat Matrix Model is so poorly done as evidenced not only by its methodology but


also by the words of the NAS and the BRT itself that its results like the Diffusion Model can be


given no credence


III The Proposed DPS Desianation The Discreteness Standard


According to the DPS Policy the first threshold a population segment must cross to


qualify as a DPS is that it must be discrete 61 Fed Reg at 4725 To be discrete a population


segment must meet one of two conditions One condition that it be delimited by international


governmental boundaries is nowhere mentioned in the Proposed Rule Therefore this


condition cannot be a basis for any discreteness finding The second condition is that the


population segment is markedly separated from other populations of the same taxon because


of physical physiological ecological or behavioral factors Id Genetic or morphological


discontinuity may provide evidence of this separation Id It is this second condition upon which


the Proposed Rule relies


At the outset it is important to understand the required framework for analysis First the


words marked separation contain two different standards There must first be a separation


and then that separation must be marked Second the DPS Policy states the word marked is
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to be given its commonly understood sense Id at 4723 Courts have construed the


commonly understood meaning of markedly to be appreciably NatlAssn of Homebuilders


v Norton 340 F3d 835 851 9 Cir 2003 citing WebstersNew World Dictionary Third as


noted above Congress established an evidentiary standard incorporated by reference into the


DPS Policy that DPS designations may be made only when the preponderance of biological


evidence shows conclusively that it is warranted Finally the evidence used for this


determination must be the best scientific and commercial data available 16 USC


1533b1A As the Supreme Court has held The obvious purpose of the requirement that


each agency use the best scientific and commercial data available is to ensure that the ESA


not be implemented haphazardly on the basis of speculation or surmise Bennett v Spear


520 US 154 176 1997 Emphasis added The discreteness finding in the Proposed Rule


meets none of these standards


Pursuant to the DPS Policy these legal standards are to be applied to determine if the


proposed DPS is markedly separated from other populations because of 1 physical


2 physiological 3 ecological and 4 behavioral factors Genetic and morphological


discontinuity may provide evidence of these four factors 61 Fed Reg at 4725 Unfortunately


the Proposed Rule does not analyze the four discreteness factors in any organized fashion


Instead and perhaps to camouflage the weakness of its case the Proposed Rule presents a


free flowing and undifferentiated discussion More importantly the Proposed Rule reaches


conclusions without analysis or explanation as if making the statement is sufficient proof by


itself Despite the failure of the Proposed Rule to present an organized analysis of each of the


four discreteness factors this Comment will be organized to specifically address each factor


A Physical Factors


The Proposed Rule begins by asserting there are nine DPSs that are markedly


separated as a consequence of physical ecological behavioral and oceanographic factors


75 Fed Reg at 12602 Oceanographic factors are not one of the four bases for designating a


DPS according to the DPS Policy 61 Fed Reg at 4725 This Comment will assume this newly


minted standard is properly considered a physical factor and will treat it as such


The BRT Report begins with the assertion that loggerheads within the three ocean


basins Atlantic Pacific and Indian are isolated because of physical barriers created by the


continents BRT Report at 17 This claim is belied by Figure 1
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Figure 1 Sourcewwwindianaeduhgeo1105imagesgalachapter4oceancirculationjpg


Figure 1 shows the extent to which ocean currents carrying loggerheads move among


and between ocean basins eliminating physical separations Moreover the statement in the


BRT Report that loggerheads within the three ocean basins are physically isolated is followed


immediately by the admission that dispersal from the Indian Ocean into the South Atlantic


Ocean is possible via the Agulhas current which moves between the Indian and Atlantic


Oceans BRT Report at 17 In fact it is more than just possible because the BRT Report


admits that females nesting in the southwest Indian Ocean have been found in the Atlantic


carried there by the Agulhas current Id at 9 Indian Ocean hatched turtles are almost certain


to be found in the Atlantic Ocean given the prevailing currents shown in Figure 1 Indeed one


of the worlds foremost experts on Indian Ocean loggerheads and a Peer Reviewer of the BRT


observed that loggerheads found on the Atlantic side of South Africa are likely to be


loggerheads from the Indian Ocean side of South Africa carried into the Atlantic by the


prevailing currents depicted in Figure 1 Available at wwwnmfsnoaagovprspecies


statusreviewshtm Further confirming this transfer between ocean basins Bowen and Karl


20074900 note at least two transfers of female transmitted DNA between the Atlantic and


Indian Oceans one of which was very recent


A simple review of Figure 1 also shows there is no separation of the Indian and Pacific


Oceans There is no land mass between the basins Equally important the prevailing currents


can and do move turtles freely between these two ocean basins Even the BRT Report admits
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that nesting females tagged in the South Pacific have been found in Indonesia in the Indian


Ocean BRT Report at 89


The claim in the Proposed Rule that loggerheads in all ocean basins are physically


separated is not supported by the facts The significance of these facts is that the migration


among population groups of between one and ten animals per generation is sufficient gene flow


to prevent genetic differentiation between populations Bowen et al 20052390 In that regard


Bowen and Karl 2007 noted regarding loggerheads there appears to be sufficient leakage of


genes between ocean basins to prevent longterm isolation


The evidence including the admissions in the BRT Report refutes the argument in the


Proposed Rule that a DPS designation can be based on physical factors regarding ocean basin


separation Within individual basins the story is the same


Regarding the Atlantic basin the Proposed Rule asserts that with one exception there


are no observations of tagged loggerheads moving across the equator in the Atlantic this


statement being the justification for dividing the Atlantic basin into northern and southern


components 75 Fed Reg at 12607 However immediately preceding this statement is the


admission that a DNA haplotype supposedly unique to the Brazilian nesting group has been


found in foraging populations of juvenile loggerheads in the North Atlantic Id This cannot


happen unless loggerheads are crossing the equator contrary to the conclusion of the


Proposed Rule that loggerheads in the northern and southern Atlantic are isolated from each


other


Moving to the Pacific basin the BRT Report states extensive mtDNA studies show that


northern and southern Pacific Ocean populations are isolated and that juveniles do not


disperse across the equator BRT Report at 17 The only published study cited in the BRT


Report to support this statement is Hatase et al 2002a However a review of the Hatase


paper reveals that an Australian haplotype southern Pacific was indeed represented in the


Japanese nesting population northern Pacific This does not happen without animals


comingling across the equator in ecological timescales Similarly turtles caught off Baja


California included 95 of the haplotypes common at Japanese nesting areas and 5 of an


1 Further the claim that the DNA data suggest a separation of north and south Atlantic populations
250000500000 years ago BRT Report at 26 is unwarranted given the presence of the DNA haplotype
common in Brazil in foraging populations in the north given only a moderate difference in microsatellite
DNA allele frequencies and the lack of monophyletic mtDNA haplotypes in either the north or south
Atlantic


2 Here and elsewhere the BRT Report and the Proposed Rule also rely on unpublished data personal
communications etc Reliance on such data is improper because it has not been subject to public
comment let alone peer review Western Watersheds Project v Hall 2007 US Dist LEXIS 70710 D
Idaho Sept 24 2007 at 1518 affd 338 Fed Appx 606 9 Cir 2009
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Australian haplotype Bowen and Karl 20074892 This indicates the northern and southern


Pacific populations mix on their trans Pacific migrations with resulting gene flow across the


equator


In a vain effort to rescue its case the BRT Report and the Proposed Rule assert that the


temperature of the water separating the ocean basins is such that turtles cannot move with the


currents because these low temperatures are a barrier BRT Report at 17 75 Fed Reg at


12609 There are three key points in response First the BRT Report admits dispersal from


the Indian Ocean into the Atlantic Ocean and between the Indian and Pacific Oceans occurs via


existing currents thus contradicting its thermal barrier argument Second as noted above


tagging and other data support this dispersal Third the temperature of the waters separating


ocean basins is well within the temperature range of loggerheads This is true for the northern


and southern Atlantic and the northern and southern Pacific that are separated by warm


equatorial waters and for waters flowing between the Indian and Pacific Oceans It is also true


for the waters separating the Atlantic and Indian Ocean basins where the water temperature


16 18 centigrade is clearly within the temperature range of loggerheads


In sum the physical factors standard for designating a DPS is not met The Proposed


Rule fails to meet the evidentiary standard established by Congress and the DPS Policy


B Phvsioloaical Factors


The Proposed Rule asserts there are nine DPSs that are markedly separated as a


consequence of physical ecological behavioral and oceanographic factors 75 Fed Reg at


12602 Conspicuously absent is any mention of physiological factors The Proposed Rule


apparently concedes there is no physiological basis for a discreteness finding


Nevertheless the BRT Report makes the unsupported statement that unique DNA


haplotypes could represent adaptive differences BRT Report at 31 Presumably this would be


physiological adaptation However the statement in the BRT Report is pure speculation with no


supporting evidence proffered


Any geographically separate population can have adaptive differences But simple DNA


differences do not by themselves support the existence of adaptive differences This is


particularly true for the mitochondria DNA control region that has been the focus of loggerhead


genetic analysis The control region is extraordinarily variable because it is not directly included


in adaptation Claiming adaptation and selection without evidence and therefore without


acknowledgement that it is pure speculation is completely inappropriate in population genetics


and evolutionary biology It should be rejected in the Proposed Rule as well
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The Proposed Rule also contains an unorganized random and difficult to follow


discussion of size differences in loggerhead turtles For convenience this Comment will


address the size discussion in the Proposed Rule here However the Proposed Rule discusses


size issues only with respect to the Atlantic basin including the Mediterranean There is no


discussion of turtle size with respect to any other ocean basin


With respect to the Atlantic Basin the Proposed Rule states the mean size of


reproductive female loggerheads in Brazil is 929 cm straight carapace length and then


immediately admits this is comparable to the size of nesting females in the Northwest


Atlantic 75 Fed Reg at 12607 Emphasis added This evidence does not support a DPS


designation between the South Atlantic and the Northwest Atlantic


The Proposed Rule then compares this 929 cm mean straiaht carapace length for South


and Northwest Atlantic reproductive female turtles with an averaae straiaht carapace length of


7280 cm for Mediterranean and Northeast Atlantic nesting females except that 91 of these


turtles are less than 865 cm in curved carapace length Id at 12608 Leaving aside the fact


that the comparisons of mean to average and of curved to straight carapace length are apples


and oranges simply reporting size differentials without correcting for age sex nutrition and


water temperature tells nothing about any inherent size differences Age sex nutrition and


water temperature especially for cold blooded animals like turtles will greatly affect growth


rates and corresponding size The fact for example that deer living in urban settings might be


smaller because they have a more restricted diet than deer living in rural or protected park


settings does not mean there are two different species Similarly males are generally larger


than females A comparison of sizes without identifying what is being compared and without


considering the differential between males and females is not meaningful and does not mean


there are two different species or that there are genetically based size differences between


populations


The size differences discussed above as well as alleged differences in the size of


reproductive females including egg size and mass are likely the result of nutrition caused by


where the animals forage For example Hawkes et al 2006 found that at Cape Verde in the


proposed Northeast Atlantic DPS postnesting females foraging in pelagic waters were smaller


than other females foraging in coastal waters Similarly Hatase et al 2004 found that some


loggerheads in the north Pacific utilize oceanic waters for virtually their entire life while others


used coastal waters The oceanic turtles were smaller What the Proposed Rule asserts is a


basis for DPS designation is likely a reflection of nutritional differences not genetic


differentiation
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Again the Proposed Rule fails to meet the required evidentiary burden for a DPS


designation even if the Proposed Rule was claiming physiological factors as a basis for the


proposed designation which it is not


C Ecoloaical Factors


With respect to the entire Atlantic basin including the Mediterranean the Proposed Rule


focuses on only one ecological factor loggerhead foraging patterns The Proposed Rule begins


by admitting that juvenile loggerheads hatched on Northwest Atlantic beaches share common


foraging grounds with oceanic juveniles from the Mediterranean and the Northeast Atlantic 75


Fed Reg at 12697 The Proposed Rule then states that neritic juveniles also comingle on


common foraging grounds although they show an increased tendency to return to areas closer


to their natal origins Id Subsequently the Proposed Rule confirms this mixing and the


existence of common foraging grounds stating that juvenile loggerheads hatched on Northeast


Atlantic beaches are found on foraging grounds throughout the North Atlantic as well as in the


western and central Mediterranean Id at 12608 Similarly the BRT Report notes that


loggerheads hatching on Mediterranean beaches are found foraging in the Atlantic BRT Report


at 1213 Bowen et al 2005 and Bowen and Karl 2007 also explicitly note the mixing of juvenile


loggerheads throughout the Northwest Atlantic Northeast Atlantic and Mediterranean There is


a complete absence of physical separation Through two life stages generally comprising 29


years of an approximately 55 year lifespan loggerheads born on Northwest Atlantic Northeast


Atlantic and Mediterranean beaches share common foraging grounds


Loggerheads from different populations also mix on foraging grounds in other ocean


basins For example mixing occurs between eastern Australia South Pacific and western


Australia southeast Indian Ocean at foraging grounds near the Torres Strait and in the Gulf of


Carpentaria ie the north central coast of Australia BRT Report at 22


All of this is evidence of ecological similarity not difference As Bowen and Karl 2007


stated How can we define stocks when reproductive populations are thoroughly mixed at one


life stage Curiously the BRT Report echoes this view The BRT Report states that globally


loggerheads have different nesting grounds but loggerheads from different populations often


mix in common foraging grounds citations omitted thus creating unique challenges when


attempting to delineate distinct population segments BRT Report at 17 In other words one


must really stretch to create DPSs


Nevertheless the Proposed Rule soldiers on claiming a difference in foraging grounds


for adult females in the Atlantic basin 75 Fed Reg at 1260712608 Absent from the


Proposed Rule is any discussion of the foraging behavior of the other 50 of the adult
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population males As generally admitted in the scientific literature adult males range widely


breeding with females from various nesting assemblages The necessary consequence of this


is a geographically broad foraging range complemented by considerable male mediated gene


flow Thus in an effort to find some difference in loggerhead populations the Proposed Rule


relies on the foraging behavior of one life stage adults and of only half the animals in that life


stage females


As discussed below in detail relying on alleged differences in a small segment of the


population to make a DPS designation violates the ESA because the designation is based not


on the entire DPS but on a subset of the population Indeed adult nesting females comprise


only one percent of the total turtle population Consultation on the Atlantic Highly Migratory


Species Fishery Management Plan and Its Associated Fisheries National Marine Fisheries


Service June 14 2001 at 36 Similarly the NAS Report concludes that adult sea turtles male


and female comprise less than five percent of the non hatchling population NAS Report at 89


In apparent concurrence the BRT Report notes that adult females comprise 07 of the total


loggerhead population in the North Pacific Seewwwnmfsnoaagovprspeciesturtles


loggerheadI ifeh istoryxls


As is the case with the preceding DPS factors the Proposed Rule fails to meet the


required evidentiary burden with respect to ecological factors


However an important ecological factor not discussed by the BRT is the importance of


ocean circulation on hatchling survival and dispersal as described by Putman et al 2010


Hatchlings that emerge on beaches close to current systems that transport them away from


predators and to feeding grounds have higher survival than hatchlings that occur on beaches


further removed from such current systems Because of natal homing beaches that produce the


most surviving hatchlings should also have the highest numbers of adults returning to nest


Most if not all the major nesting areas in all the ocean basins occur along continental coastlines


in close proximity to ocean currents Loggerhead reproductive success is a function of beach


location such that they are susceptible to density dependent processes even at current


population levels


D Behavioral Factors


For the behavioral factors the Proposed Rule simply does not make the case for a DPS


designation With respect to the Atlantic Basin including the Mediterranean the Proposed Rule


cites only one behavioral factor to justify a discreteness finding nesting season The Proposed


Rule begins its analysis by stating that the nesting season in Brazil peaks during the summer


months and that nesting in the southeastern US also peaks during the summer months 75
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Fed Reg 12607 This is evidence of behavioral similarity not difference The fact that the


warm season occurs in different months in the two hemispheres is a function of the earths


rotation not turtle behavior The behavioral pattern of the turtles is the same in both regions If


nesting season is a valid basis for classifying groups into DPSs then it argues against a DPS


designation separating the Northwest Atlantic Northeast Atlantic and Mediterranean into


different groups The Proposed Rule admits nesting in the Northeast Atlantic and


Mediterranean occurs primarily in the summer months Id


E The Genetic Evidence


In considering the genetic evidence presented in the Proposed Rule it is important to


establish the correct analytical framework


1 The Evidentiary Standard


As discussed above the standard is that there must be a marked separation This is


in fact two standards There must be a separation and if that exists it must be marked


Moreover there must be a preponderance of evidence that is conclusive in order to justify


the separate and markedly separate findings


2 The Proposed Rule Does Not Measure Marked Differences


An accepted scientific basis for finding there is a marked ie appreciable difference is


to conduct a statistical analysis of the extent of the difference There are accepted and well


understood norms for this analysis Another test could be the gene flow resulting from migration


given that a migration of between one and ten animals per generation is generally considered


sufficient to prevent genetic differentiation between populations Bowen et al 20052390


Another consideration is the extent of DNA allele and haplotype differences However the


sharing of alleles and haplotypes even at different frequencies indicates common ancestry and


gene flow Finally an analysis of the degree of DNA sequence divergence for mitochondria


DNA or nuclear DNA can provide insights into genetic differentiation


Nowhere in the Proposed Rule for none of the nine proposed DPSs is any of this


done The Proposed Rule fails to conduct the analyses necessary to determine if the data


support a conclusion of marked separation On this basis alone the conclusory statements in


the Proposed Rule regarding the alleged marked genetic separation of the proposed DPSs are


unsupportable and fail to meet the required evidentiary threshold In fact even the Proposed


Rule admits that the genetic differences it relies on are characterized by allele frequency


differences rather than fixed genetic differences 75 Fed Reg at 12602


3 For loggerheads a long lived species a generation is approximately 30 years
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3 The Marked Separation Finding Is For A Subset Of The Proposed DPSs
In Violation Of The ESA


The courts have been clear that the ESA precludes any listings below the ESUDPS


level Modesto Irrigation District v Gutierrez 2010 WL 3274499 at 3 Similarly In Alsea


Valley Alliance v Evans 161 FSupp2d 1154 D Ore 2001 the court conducted a lengthy


review of the legislative history of the amendment adding the existing DPS language to the


ESA The courts words and its citation to that legislative history are instructive


The term distinct population segment was amended in the ESA
in 1978 so that it would exclude taxonomic biological categories
below subspecies smaller taxa from the definition HR Conf
Rep No 951084 at 17 1978 Congress expressly limited the
Secretarysability to make listing distinctions among species
below that of subspecies or distinct population segment of a
species


Id at 1163


These judicial precedents are fully consistent with court decisions regarding other ESA


sections Section7a2requires that federal agencies not undertake authorize or permit


actions that are likely to jeopardize the continued existence of a listed species which is defined


to include DPSs 16 USC1536a216 USC 153216 In Rock Creek Alliance v


United States Fish and Wildlife Service 390FSupp2d 993 D Mont 2005 the issue was an


agency determination that a proposed action would not jeopardize the continued existence of a


DPS Plaintiffs challenged that finding arguing that some subpopulations of the DPS would be


jeopardized by the agency action The court rejected this argument finding FWS must examine


the status of the listed species across its entire range before making a jeopardy determination


Id at 1010


To designate a DPS the Services must examine whether the entire proposed DPS is


markedly separate They cannot limit their examination to a subset of the DPS To do so would


be listing below the DPS level Applying this well established ESA legal principle to the


Proposed Rule the Services cannot examine the genetic structure of only adult females and


then conclude the entire DPS male and female juvenile and adult should be designated as a


DPS The reality is that the Proposed Rule improperly alleges genetic separation based on an


examination of only a subset of the entire DPS


Mitochondria DNA mtDNA is maternally inherited and the Proposed Rule generally


limits its genetic analysis to mtDNA Therefore the analysis in the Proposed Rule generally


reflects only female gene flow Nuclear DNA on the other hand is inherited from both parents


and reflects total gene flow ie from males and females Moreover mtDNA represents only a
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fraction of the entire genome Consider that mtDNA is composed of approximately 16500


nucleotides DNA building blocks while the nuclear DNA is composed of billions of nucleotides


Cronin 1993


Thus limiting genetic analysis to only mtDNA can yield misleading results Patterns of


mtDNA differentiation and a corresponding lack of nuclear DNA differentiation are very common


in vertebrate species particularly marine species Bowen and Karl 20074897 For example


brown bears living on islands in Southeast Alaska that are geographically separated from


mainland Alaska have different mtDNA haplotypes from mainland bears However and here is


the key point they do not have differentiated nuclear DNA frequencies Paetkau et al 1998 In


the instant case the BRT Report admits that an examination of nuclear DNA in loggerheads


shows a significantly smaller degree of genetic differences than does an examination limited to


mtDNA BRT Report at 30


The analytical point is that mtDNA analysis examines only part of the genetic structure of


a species and a small part at that The legal point is that basing a DPS designation on alleged


genetic differences in only one part of the proposed DPS is in effect basing the DPS listing on


a subset of the population


4 The Proposed Rule Does Not Use The Best Scientific Information


Listing decisions must be based on the best available scientific and commercial


information 16 USC1633b1A In the instant case the Services state they have


nuclear DNA data for males and females ie for an entire proposed DPS but never provide


any quantitative analysis Instead the Proposed Rule simply asserts the data support its


conclusion This assuredly violates the standard in the DPS Policy that the Services will explain


their reasoning in detail 61 Fed Reg at 4723


5 A Review Of Nuclear DNA Shows No Marked Genetic Separation


For the proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS the principal focus of these Comments the


Proposed Rule begins its analysis by stating that mtDNA data indicate oceanic juveniles show


no structure neritic juveniles show moderate structure and nesting females show strong


structure 75 Fed Reg at 12607 Yet in the very next sentence the Proposed Rule admits


that an examination of nuclear DNA reveals no significant population structure among nesting


populations Id Similarly within the Mediterranean the BRT Report admits Gene flow


among the Mediterranean rookeries estimated from nuclear DNA was significantly higher than


that calculated from mtDNA consistent with the scenario of male mediated gene flow BRT


Report at 30 Emphasis added In other words looking at the entire genome gives you a
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different picture than selective mtDNA analysis Looking at the entire genome shows no


marked separation


The issue of male mediated gene flowie males breeding freely and regularly with


females from different nesting areas is an important one A fundamental and fatal flaw of the


Proposed Rules conclusion regarding genetic separation is that it ignores the fact that male


mediated gene flow is common in loggerheads and other sea turtles Bowen and Karl 2007 and


well documented in the northwest Atlantic Bowen et al 2005 Mediterranean Carreras et al


2007 and the west Pacific and Indian Oceans FitzSimmons et al 1997 The documented


mixing of male and female loggerheads from different nesting areas and different proposed


DPSs on common foraging grounds facilitates male mediated gene flow between different


nesting assemblages and between different ocean basins The proposed DPSs simply cannot


be considered genetically distinct if the overwhelmingly predominant nuclear genome ie


nuclear DNA is being mixed by male mediated gene flow The Proposed Rule also ignores the


fact that the migration among population groups of between one and ten animals per generation


is sufficient gene flow to prevent genetic differentiation


In considering the marked separation issue in the context of genetics it may be helpful


to consider the ruling in Northwest Ecosystem Alliance v Fish and Wildlife Service 475 F3d


1136 9 Cir 2007 There the issue was the listing as a DPS of that portion of the gray


squirrel population found in Washington State The court upheld an FWS finding of no marked


genetic separation of the Washington gray squirrels Id at 11491150 The basis for that


finding cited by the court supports the conclusion that Northwest Atlantic loggerheads are not a


legitimate DPS Like the gray squirrels at issue loggerheads in the Northwest Atlantic do not


have private microsatellite alleles share microsatellite alleles with other loggerheads and do


not have monophyletic DNA haplotypes within regions The very same genetic factors that led


FWS to deny DPS status to the Washington State gray squirrel apply with equal force here


A closer analysis of the genetic data something not done in the BRT Report illustrates


the absence of genetic separation let alone a marked separation For example regarding the


Atlantic basin the BRT Report declares that four proposed DPSs Northwest Atlantic


Northeast Atlantic Southern Atlantic and Mediterranean are genetically distinct and


although they may commingle on oceanic foraging grounds as juveniles adults apparently


are isolated from each other BRT Report at 30 However as shown below it is not adequate


to simply declare populations genetically distinct without proper qualification and without


considering all available data
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The conclusion of genetic distinctiveness is based primarily on mtDNA haplotype


frequencies However the frequency analysis done in the BRT Report does not consider the


overall genetic relatedness of the proposed DPSs The data actually suggest the proposed


DPS are not genetically distinct because they share mtDNA haplotypes and microsatellite DNA


alleles


If we compare genetic data for loggerhead turtles in the northwest Atlantic eight nesting


populations and southern Atlantic Brazil one population Bowen et al 2005 we see the


following


mtDNA control region F 05915


5 loci microsatellite ie nuclear DNA F 00523


F is a measure of microsatellite allele and mtDNA haplotype frequency differences A higher


F value indicates larger differences in haplotype or allele frequencies and more genetic


differences between the populations


The values above show higher F values for mtDNA than microsatellite DNA which


clearly indicate male mediated gene flow between the proposed DPSs Using standard


accepted methodology we can estimate the number of reproducing migrants between the


populations Nm from the F value for microsatellite DNA Here that value is Nm 453 This


suggests there are more than four migrants per generation between the northwest Atlantic and


southern Atlantic which is enough to prevent genetic differentiation of populations


Thus the actual and potential male and female mediated gene flow between the north


and south Atlantic indicates that declaring these groups genetically distinct or markedly


separated is a selective interpretation that ignores the genetic data Furthermore the small


sample size for the Brazil population 11 turtles from one area indicates the mtDNA haplotype


frequencies are probably not representative of the southern Atlantic as a whole and shared


haplotypes may occur that have not been sampled


Another comparison of genetic data between proposed DPSs further documents the


selective interpretation of data in the BRT Report We compare mtDNA haplotype frequencies


4 Note mtDNA haplotype frequency differences are assessed by Bowen et al 2005 with a
quantity technically different from F ie Est or yst that consider mtDNA sequence differences
between haplotypes in addition to haplotype frequency F and Est or y are not directly
comparable but their relative magnitude indicates the degree of differentiation of haplotypes and
alleles We use F for mtDNA here for simplifying the technical terminology
5 When populations are fixed for different haplotypes or alleles ie they share no haplotypes or
alleles F will equal 10 indicating no gene flow Brazil is actually fixed for one mtDNA
haplotype not seen in the northwest Atlantic but it is similar in DNA sequence to haplotypes in
the northwest Atlantic Because Est considers mtDNA sequence differences in addition to
haplotype frequency this results in Est values less than 1
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directly ie not transforming them to F for the proposed DPSs in the northwest Atlantic and


Mediterranean Two haplotypes of the 14 haplotypes observed are considered A2 and A3 To


understand and interpret the Table start with the Florida Peninsular North GOM Gulf of


Mexico group Table 1 shows that haplotype A2 was present in 143 of the samples from


there


Table 1 Frequencies of two common mtDNA haplotypes A2 and A3 of 14 haplotypes
observed in nesting female loggerhead turtle populations from two regions the
northwest Atlantic and Mediterranean from several studies Laurent et al 1998
Pearce 2001 Encalada et al 1998 synthesized by Bowen et al 2004 N denotes
sample size


Population mtDNA haplotype frequency
N A2 A3


Northwest Atlantic


FL Pen N GOM 49 0143 0041


FI Pen S GOM 45 0378 0089


FI Pen S Atl coast 64 0438 0000


FI Pen N Atl coast 14 0000 0000


Georgia 43 0023 0000


South Carolina 20 0000 0000


North Carolina 28 0000 0000


Dry Tortugas 58 0862 0000


Quintana Roo Mexico 20 0550 0100


9 population total 341 0334 0023


Mediterranean
Greece 81 0963 0000


Turkey 32 0594 0406


2 population total 113 0858 0115


Note that the frequency of haplotype A2 is similar in some populations from both regions


eg the frequencies in bold type For example the northwestern Atlantic population at Dry


Tortugas and the Mediterranean population at Greece have similar frequencies of haplotype A2


86 96 with comparable sample sizes Likewise a northwest Atlantic population at Mexico


and a Mediterranean population at Turkey have similar frequencies of haplotype A2 of 55


59 In other words the same haplotype is found in DPSs that the Proposed Rule finds are


genetically separate This is clearly not the case There is no marked separation Haplotype


A3 illustrates the same phenomenon as it is present in both the Mediterranean and Northwest


Atlantic groups These examples show that not only are there shared mtDNA haplotypes


between proposed DPSs but there are similar mtDNA haplotype frequencies in the northwest


6 Carreras et al 2007 present mtDNA data for additional Mediterranean populations The frequencies
of haplotype A2 in ten populations are similar to those shown above 059 to 100 GOM indicates Gulf
of Mexico
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Atlantic and Mediterranean depending on which nesting areas are considered This type of


thorough analysis shows that the conclusions in the Proposed Rule declaring the proposed


DPSs genetically distinct is simply incorrect


The key point in Table 1 is that for two examined regions northwest Atlantic and


Mediterranean mtDNA haplotypes are shared at similar frequencies in some nesting areas


This fact combined with the mixing of juveniles from both regions in foraging habitats and with


common male mediated gene flow in loggerheads suggests the northwest Atlantic and


Mediterranean populations are not genetically distinct or markedly separated Indeed one


could emphasize the similarities of the mtDNA haplotype frequencies in the two regions and


infer that female mediated gene flow occurs between the northwest Atlantic and Mediterranean


Male mediated gene flow is also well documented in loggerheads Bowen et al 2005 Bowen


and Karl 2007


Before leaving the Atlantic basin it is worth noting that for the proposed Northeast


Atlantic DPS nesting females at the Boa Vista rookery in the Cape Verde Archipelago share


mtDNA haplotypes in similar frequencies to nesting areas in the northwest Atlantic Monzon


Arguello et al 2009 Even the BRT Report finds that the Boa Vista rookery is most closely


related to the rookeries of the northwest Atlantic As with the Northwest Atlantic and


Mediterranean analysis detailed in Table 1 the facts are that there is no marked genetic


separation between the proposed Northwest and Northeast Atlantic DPSs


As the preceding analysis shows an assessment of the actual genetic data show that


the northwest Atlantic northeast Atlantic and Mediterranean populations are genetically similar


with shared mtDNA haplotypes with similar frequencies in some nesting populations These


observations of genetic patterns within and between regions indicate that declaring the regions


and the proposed DPSs genetically distinct or markedly separated does not adequately


reflect the data


6 The Data Sets Used Were Too Limited To Justify Any Conclusion


Not only must the Services use the best scientific evidence available but the evidence


must be conclusive under the applicable legal standard Here it is impossible to meet the


conclusive evidence standard because the data relied on in the Proposed Rule come from


samples that were too small to provide an accurate picture An illustration will help If one


thinks of sampling two different areas to detect the presence of apples and oranges and if the


data contain but two samples one showing two apples in the first area and one showing two


oranges in the second area the only conclusion is that there are two separate and distinct


populations But an appropriately sized sample might show that apples and oranges are
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present in both areas This is the problem with the data used in the Proposed Rule and why it


cannot meet the evidentiary standard discussed above


For example the southern Atlantic population had an mtDNA haplotype not seen in


northwest Atlantic nesting populations but clearly seen in northwest Atlantic juveniles The


sample size for the southern Atlantic loggerheads was confined to only eleven animals from one


location in Brazil This is too small a sample and too limited a geographic coverage to properly


assess the presence of haplotypes in northern and southern Atlantic populations


7 There Is No Reproductive Isolation


Failing to make the case for a marked separation based on a complete genetic analysis


the Proposed Rule retreats to the assertion that female loggerheads choose to nest on specific


beaches and therefore loggerheads in the proposed DPSs must be reproductively isolated


The BRT Report asserts that globally loggerheads comprise a mosaic of populations each


with unique nesting sites BRT Report at 17 Again this statement focuses exclusively on


females totally ignoring the entire DPS and totally ignoring the widespread admission in


scientific papers that male mediated gene flow is common among loggerheads See Bowen et


al 2005 Carreras et al 2007 and FitzSimmons et al 1970 The documented and admitted


mixing of male and female loggerheads from different nesting areas and different proposed


DPSs on common foraging grounds demonstrates male mediated gene flow between these


different nesting assemblages and ocean basins Because males mate with females from


multiple and different nesting areas these areas are not reproductively isolated Further


supposedly isolated nesting assemblages produce both male and female turtles and it is an


undisputed fact that males from various nesting areas mate with females from different nesting


areas All of this means there is no reproductive isolation


Although the documented existence of male mediated gene flow is fatal to the Proposed


Rules reproductive isolation argument there are numerous other factors that individually and


collectively undermine that argument For example as discussed above there is concurrence


in the scientific literature that if between one and ten animals from a population migrate to a part


of the population in another geographic area once in a generation it is sufficient to keep the


overall population from genetically differentiating and from being isolated As discussed above


that is the case here


Furthermore the claim of reproductive isolation fails to account for the fact that turtles


from the northwest Atlantic colonized the northeast Atlantic and Mediterranean in recent


ecological times 75 Fed Reg at 12606 In addition the Proposed Rule fails to account for the


fact that nesting site fidelity within regions is not what the Services would have us believe For
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example Hatase et al 2002 observed that while only five of 2219 tagged juveniles nesting on


Japanese beaches changed locations a significant fact was that the relocation differences were


large ranging from 74 to 630 km 444 to 378 miles These relocation distances were equal to


or greater than the distances between nesting colonies Similarly Hatase et al 2004 found


that of 443 tagged females 74 did not return to the study area beaches Although mortality


will account for some of that selection of another nesting beach is also a central factor to be


considered In another study Tucker 2009 tagged 52 females along a 6 km 36 mile beach


in southwest Florida Fortysix percent returned to lay eggs on beaches outside the study area


The recently issued NAS Report also documents long distance beach locations stating LeBuff


1974 demonstrated a loggerhead female relocating from southwest Florida to southeast


Florida and at least two tagged females have switched from Tortuguero to other locations in the


Caribbean citations in Bowen et al 1992 NAS Report at 69 Finally even the Proposed


Rule calls natal homing within regions imprecise 75 Fed Reg at 12602 At every level of


analysis the Proposed Rules reproductive isolation argument is not supported by the facts


Stepping back from the evidence for a moment it is also important to recognize that the


Proposed Rule is mixing two different concepts Reproductive isolation is not the same thing as


genetic isolation Reproductive isolation is used in science to denote the isolation that


accompanies species formation where two species cannot interbreed and produce fertile and


viable offspring Restricted gene flowie interbreeding among areas is common across


geographical groups of the same species Such normal events should not be termed


reproductive isolation as that term is used by scientists in population genetics As Bowen and


Karl 2007 noted regarding loggerheads there appears to be sufficient leakage of genes


between ocean basins to prevent longterm isolation and allopatric specification Roberts et al


2004 Bourjea et al 2007


The claim of reproductive isolation also has no legal meaning Each nesting site for


every species in the world is unique in that it exists in a different geographic locale Using such


a geographic standard every site or area to which members of any species return to breed or


nest would become a unique site sufficient to justify a DPS designation Such a legal


standard is in fact no standard and it assuredly conflicts with the DPS Policy that DPS


designations should be used only sparingly Even if the words reproductive isolation had


legal meaning in some context they do not under the ESA in the instant case The net effect of


arguing that female loggerheads are reproductively isolated because of unique nesting areas


7 Allopatric specification is when geographically separated populations acquire genetic differences over
time so that they cannot reproduce and have in fact become separate species
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is to classify an entire species based on the characteristics of only part of the proposed DPS


nesting adult females To do so violates the ESA


The reality is that the recent common ancestry of loggerheads in different ocean basins


less than 12000 years ago the acknowledged movement of animals between and among


ocean basins and the acknowledged male mediated gene flow among loggerheads indicate


that worldwide loggerheads are not reproductively isolated While there may be limited


female mediated gene flow between ocean basins loggerheads interbreed in evolutionary and


ecological timescales and are not reproductively isolated


8 The Evidence Cited In The Proposed Rule Is Contradictory


In addition to all of the preceding flaws the information in the Proposed Rule is typically


contradictory and conflicting For example the Proposed Rule begins its limited evidentiary


analysis by admitting its error The Proposed Rule asserts in one sentence that loggerheads at


Brazilian rookeries have a unique mtDNA haplotype 75 Fed Reg at 12607 Two


sentences later the Proposed Rule admits the haplotype is not unique because it has been


found in foraging populations of juvenile loggerheads of the North Atlantic Id That the


haplotype is found throughout the Atlantic means it is not unique Instead it indicates


common recent ancestry and male mediated gene flow throughout the Atlantic basin


After claiming genetic separation between the proposed Northwest and Northeast


Atlantic DPSs the Services admit that nesting females of the Boa Vista rookery in the Northeast


Atlantic despite their proximity to other Northeast Atlantic rookeries and to the Mediterranean


are most closely related to the rookeries of the Northwest Atlantic 75 Fed Reg at 12608


Thus there is admittedly no marked genetic separation between these two proposed DPSs


Further recall that the Proposed Rule admits loggerheads from the northwest Atlantic colonized


the northeast Atlantic and Mediterranean


The same problem infects the genetic analysis with respect to other ocean basins An


Australian haplotype Southern Pacific Ocean is found in Japanese nesting populations


Northern Pacific Ocean indicating comingling of these groups Similarly the proposed


Southern Pacific DPS eastern Australia does not appear to be markedly different from nesting


assemblages in western Australia in the proposed Southeast Indian Ocean DPS because the


two groups share two mtDNA haplotypes BRT Report at 21 22 Bowen and Karl 20074892


Furthermore turtles caught off Baja California included 95 of the haplotypes that are common


to Japanese nesting areas and 5 of Australian haplotypes The BRT Report even admits


gene flow between these populations BRT Report at 22
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As noted above Bowen and Karl 2007 state there appears to be sufficient leakage of


genes between ocean basins to prevent longterm isolation and allopatric specification Roberts


et al 2004 Bourjea et al 2007


F Similarities


Previous sections detail how and why the Proposed Rule fails to meet the Services


evidentiary burden that the proposed DPSs are discrete In that regard it might be helpful to


provide an overview of how these loggerhead populations are similar something the Proposed


Rule pointedly refuses to do


Table 1 of the BRT Report sets forth the Life history parameters used for the nine


DPSs BRT Report at 39 This table helps to illustrate the similarities among the proposed


DPSs For example while the Proposed Rule designates three DPSs in the Indian Ocean


based on alleged differences Table 1 admits that All life history parameters are identical for


the three DPSs in the Indian Ocean Id


A similar tale is told as to other proposed DPSs For example there is great similarity in


the fecundity parameters The sex ratios for all nine proposed DPSs are identical The


remigration interval ie frequency of female nesting is approximately three years in every


instance The age at first breeding listed under habitat use in Table 1 is 30 years for


loggerheads in each proposed DPS and the standard deviation from that is also identical ie


5 Clutch frequencies per female range from two to five among the proposed DPSs but these


numbers likely reflect measurement errors rather than real differences Tucker 2009 showed


that clutch frequency estimates obtained using telemetry yielded higher values than those


obtained by nocturnal patrols Even so clutch frequency is identical for six of the nine


proposed DPSs Regarding the habitat use life history parameter in Table 1 the BRT Report


admits that for eight of the nine proposed DPSs habitat use was similar Id at 59


G Conclusion


The Services legal position as to genetic differences appears to be that differences exist


and are marked when the Services say so That is not a legally defensible standard The


Proposed Rule fails to meet the evidentiary standard incorporated into the DPS Policy that a


DPS designation can be made only when a preponderance of evidence shows conclusive


data In attempting to present a case for DPSs based on genetics the Proposed Rule is riddled


with inconsistencies incomplete analyses and the selective presentation of data The


Proposed Rule ignores key data such as male mediated gene flow When that data were


8 Clutch frequency is also influenced by the age of nesters because young nesters produce fewer nests
a factor not accounted for in Table 1
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considered and reflected in an analysis of the complete genome ie nuclear DNA it showed


no significant genetic differences The Proposed Rule attempts to rescue its case by arguing


that one percent of the population nesting females is reproductively isolated But given the fact


that males mate with females from different nesting areas that males and females mix on


common foraging grounds and that turtles move among and between ocean basins there is no


reproductive isolation


IV The ProDosed DPS Desianation The Sianificance Standard


Pursuant to the DPS Policy after an affirmative discreteness finding is made a


population segment must then be determined to be significant to the species to which it belongs


61 Fed Reg at 4725 The question of significance does not arise unless and until a


discreteness finding is made In the instant case no valid discreteness finding has been made


Therefore it is unnecessary to consider the significance issues However and only for the sake


of argument this Comment will review the significance criteria


Pursuant to the DPS Policy the consideration of significance may include but is not


limited to the following four factors


Persistence of the discrete population segment in an ecological setting unusual
or unique for the taxon


Evidence that loss of the discrete population segment would result in a significant
gap in the range of a taxon


Evidence that the discrete population segment represents the only surviving
natural occurrence of a taxon that may be more abundant elsewhere as an
introduced population outside its historic range


Evidence that the discrete population segment differs markedly from other
populations of the species in genetic characteristics


Id


As with the determination of discreteness the terms markedly and significant are to


be given their commonly understood sense Id at 4723 Markedly as discussed above


means appreciably WebstersNew World Dictionary defines significant as important or


momentous See also Northwest Ecosystem Alliance v Fish and Wildlife Service 475 F3d


1136 1146 9 Cir 2007 The term significant has its commonly understood meaning


which is important Further as with a discreteness finding the evidentiary standard is that a


significance determination is to be made only when the preponderance of biological evidence


allows a conclusive finding Finally the requirement that the best scientific and commercial data


available be used in making a significance finding applies with equal force None of these


standards are met in the Proposed Rule


29







The Proposed Rule finds significance based only on the first second and fourth


significance factors 75 Fed Reg 12609 Regarding the first factor persistence in an


ecological setting unusual or unique for the taxon the Proposed Rule makes the obvious but


legally irrelevant statement that each of the proposed DPSs reside in unique geographic


settings It is true that each of the major ocean basins differ to some degree with each other


That said this is not a legally sufficient distinction That loggerheads are located in different


geographic areas does not make each area unique If the reasoning of the Proposed Rule


were applied generally then every lake every river every sea and every ocean would be


considered a unique ecosystem justifying a DPS significance finding And this does not even


begin to touch terrestrial ecosystems In short under the standard applied in the Proposed


Rule virtually everything is unique A standard in which everything fits is in fact no standard at


all and is contrary to Congressional intent codified in the DPS Policy that DPS designations be


made sparingly


The thrust of the unique ecosystem standard in the first significance factor is that each


ecosystem has different habitat characteristics perhaps such that turtles from one ecosystem


would not survive in another unique ecosystem That is not the case here A few examples


help to demonstrate The Proposed Rule admits that turtles from the proposed Northwest


Atlantic DPS colonized the proposed Northeast Atlantic and Mediterranean DPSs 75 Fed Reg


at 12606 This alone shows these are not unique ecosystems with respect to turtle habitation


The Proposed Rule further admits that loggerheads in the proposed Northwest Atlantic


Northeast Atlantic and Mediterranean DPSs share common foraging grounds Id at 12609


That mixing of foraging grounds also occurs between the Indian and Pacific Oceans BRT


Report at 22 Again this shows the absence of any unique ecosystem with respect to turtle


habitation Further as the Proposed Rule admits and as discussed above mtDNA haplotypes


from animals in one proposed DPS are found in animals within other ocean basins This would


not and could not occur if the ecosystems were unique such that loggerheads from one area


did not exist and live within other supposedly unique ecosystems Finally as shown in Figure


1 the ocean currents are such that there is a mixing of waters between and among these ocean


basins In fact as noted above and admitted in the Proposed Rule these currents carry turtles


9 Although the Proposed Rule states it is relying on three significance standards the Proposed Rule in
fact relies exclusively on only two of the significance standards with respect to the proposed DPSs in the
Atlantic basin including the Mediterranean For the four Atlantic and Mediterranean proposed DPSs the
Proposed Rule states they are significant only because their loss would result in a significant gap in the
range of the taxon and because the proposed DPS differs markedly from the others in its genetic
characteristics 75 Fed Reg at 1261112612
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from one supposedly separate and unique ecosystem to the next These and other factors


discussed above show the absence of unique ecosystems


Regarding the significant gap factor the Proposed Rule is internally and legally


inconsistent The basis for the DPS listing is that there is no overlap in breeding populations


ie there is reproductive isolation and that there is no chance the animals in one proposed


DPS could ever recolonize another DPS if the first DPS disappeared See 75 Fed Reg at


1261112612 If that is the case then each population segment is completely separate and it


would not matter to the rest of the taxon if one segment disappeared because according to the


Proposed Rule there is no breeding relationship between the segments Since the Proposed


Rule says there is no breeding or other relationship there can be no significant gap


The genetics factor is easily disposed of To argue significance based on genetic


differences the Proposed Rule relies entirely on the same information contained in the


discreteness analysis For the reasons articulated in that section of this comment the marked


genetic argument fails


V The Proposed DPS Desianation The Listina Factors


If a population segment meets the separate tests of being discrete and significant it


must then satisfy the ESA standards for listing as a threatened or endangered species 61 Fed


Reg at 4725 However pursuant to the DPS Policy the listing factors are considered only if the


proposed DPS is found to be both discrete and significant Id Here neither requirement is met


and therefore there is no need to proceed with a consideration of the listing factors


Nevertheless and only for the sake of argument this Comment will evaluate the listing factors


The ESA sets forth five factors to be considered in making a threatened or endangered


finding 16 USC 1533a1 Those five factors are


1 the presence or threatened destruction modification or curtailment of a species
habitat or range


2 overutilization of the species for commercial recreational scientific or
educational purposes


3 disease or predation


4 the inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms or


5 other factors affecting the species continued existence


Whilst the Proposed Rule attempts to justify upgrading the status of certain proposed


DPSs to endangered the effort falls far short of the evidentiary standards discussed above that


are applicable to the designation of DPSs Typically the Proposed Rule makes a statement


about some alleged problem but then fails to indicate how that problem relates to loggerheads


or fails to measure the impact on loggerheads This Comment will focus on the proposed
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Northwest Atlantic DPS although the analysis below is equally applicable to other DPSs


proposed for endangered status Before proceeding to an analysis of the five listing criteria


three threshold matters bear comment


First the BRT Report contains an estimate of the severity of the threats faced by


loggerheads because of each of the five ESA listing factors For the proposed Northwest


Atlantic DPS the BRT Report states the factor of inadequacy of regulatory mechanisms was


not considered to be reducing survival rates directly BRT Report at 73 Thus this factor is


not at issue and cannot be used to justify an endangered designation for the proposed


Northwest Atlantic DPS As to three other factors habitat overuse and diseasepredation the


BRT Report lists the threats to loggerheads in the proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS as low and


very low Id Although these Comments have criticized the methodology used to derive the


threat estimates in the BRT Report if the Services believe the methodology is sound then the


Services cannot challenge the conclusion that for these three listing criteria there is a low or


very low threat to loggerheads in the proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS A low or very low threat


does not provide a legally sound basis to designate the proposed DPS as endangered and


perhaps not as threatened


The second threshold matter comes from a closer look at the analysis of loggerhead


survival rates in the BRT Report The natural survival rate for neritic adults Le large pre


breeding and breeding males and females is stated to be 95 in all DPSs BRT Report at 39


Table 1 The BRT Report also states that anthropogenic mortalities for neritic juveniles and


adults in the proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS are between 13 and 50 of the 95 of


loggerheads left after natural mortality is subtracted Id at 73 In other words using the high


end of the BRTs anthropogenic mortality estimate approximately 525of the proposed


Northwest Atlantic DPS neritic juvenile and adult population dies annually The Turtle Expert


Working Group appointed by NMFS estimated the neritic juvenile and adult population of the


proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS to be 230000 TEWG 1998 Given that the BRT is asserting


that 120750 neritic juveniles and adults from this population die annually almost entirely


because of anthropogenic mortality Yet even the BRT Report admits that the largest source of


turtle mortality in the proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS fishery bycatch totals only3743 turtles


annually BRT Report at 134138 Not only is this inconsistency an important threshold for


understanding just how the Proposed Rule is proceeding with an unsupported basis for listing


10 Survival rates are converted into their corresponding mortality rates using standard methodology
where the log of the survival rate equals the mortality rate Assuming natural survival is 095 and survival
after man caused mortality is 050 overall survival is04750
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loggerheads as endangered but it also casts an even greater cloud over the models used by


the BRT to come up with these incredibly inaccurate numbers


This leads to the third threshold issue the size of the loggerhead population against


which impacts are measured NMFS has determined that nesting females comprise less than


one percent of the total population Consultation on the Highly Migratory Species Fishery


Management Plan and Its Associated Fisheries National Marine Fisheries Service June 14


2001 at 36 The BRT Report confirms this noting that adult females in the proposed North


Pacific DPS comprise only07 of the total loggerhead population in that proposed DPS See


wwwnmfsnoaagovprspecies turtlesloggerheadlifehistoryxls Bearing the one percent


number in mind the BRT Report provides an assessment of the number of nesting females at


each of the major nesting areas BRT Report at 9 Nesting areas with more than 10000


females are in one category Areas with 10009999 nesting females are in another grouping


and areas with 100999 nesting females are in a third Id If all nesting areas are combined the


nesting female population is a minimum of at least 27300 and a maximum of at least 93000


These are minimum numbers since the two largest nesting areas are stated to have at least


10000 nesting females id and the above computation uses this minimum number


Translating the number of females into a total loggerhead population provides a range of at


least2730000 to at least9300000 loggerheads The midpoint is at least6015000


loggerheads It is these 6 million loggerheads that the Services believe are in danger of


extinction Using the same data sources and methodology the proposed Northwest Atlantic


DPS has a loggerhead population of between at least1230000 and at least330000 animals


The midpoint is at least2265000 loggerheads


A Impacts To Habitat Or Ranae


As to the habitat modification or destruction factor the Proposed Rule is woefully


inadequate Rather than dwell extensively on each point this Comment will briefly explain why


the Services have not met their evidentiary burden to justify an endangerment listing as to the


proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS


The Proposed Rule says numerous beaches in the southeastern United States are


eroding 75 Fed Reg at 12625 That is different than offering proof that beaches used by


loggerheads are eroding and if they are if it is significant


At 12625 the Proposed Rule identifies erosion control devices as a problem noting for


example that 18 of Florida beaches and 3 of North Carolina beaches are armored Id


Again that is different than saying loggerhead nesting beaches are being armored Nor does


the Proposed Rule even attempt to quantify or otherwise assess the impact of beach armoring
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Nor does the Proposed Rule explain how any impacts from armoring are offset by the admission


at 12626 that beach nourishment programs increase loggerhead nesting


At 12625 the Proposed Rule asserts a correlation between nesting density and jetty


construction Correlation is not the same thing as causation Indeed the Proposed Rule only


concludes jetty construction may discourage nesting Id


At 1262512626 the Proposed Rule identifies stormwater and other runoff as creating


localized erosion channels that wash out nests and cause pollution The Proposed Rule offers


no proof regarding the extent beach washout is occurring let alone how many nests may


actually be affected As to pollution the Proposed Rule says pollution only has the potential to


affect nesting That is different than saying pollution is affecting or is likely to affect nesting In


fact the Proposed Rule admits the effects of these contaminants are not yet understood Id


At 12627 the Proposed Rule condemns light pollution However the Proposed Rule


offers no quantification of impact for adults Are 2 or 20000 turtles affected As to hatchlings


the Proposed Rule says thousands are disoriented Again saying they are disoriented is


different than saying they fail to get to the ocean 75 Fed Reg 12627


At 12626 the Proposed Rule states vehicular traffic is allowed on certain beaches Are


all the listed beaches actually used by loggerheads If so what percentage of total habitat is


actually affected The Proposed Rule never tells us 75 Fed Reg 12626


At 1262612627 the Proposed Rule asserts fishing affects loggerhead diet The


example given is a reduction in the amount of horseshoe crabs in the loggerhead diet Stating


that the diet has changed is different from saying the change is adversely affecting loggerheads


or that the turtles do not have enough to eat Id Similarly at 12626 the Proposed Rule states


shrimping is probably having a major effect on loggerhead diet Id Again the nature and


extent of that alleged effect is never articulated These are significant omissions given that even


the BRT Report acknowledges that loggerheads are able to exist on a wide variety of food


items with ontogenetic and regional differences in diet BRT Report at 15


At 12627 the Proposed Rule states sediment dredging for port navigation channels and


beach nourishment has the potential to or can destroy or degrade benthic habitat Again this


is different than saying such activities are occurring in habitat used by turtles and if they are


whether it is 001 or 100 of that habitat that might be affected 75 Fed Reg 12627


At 12627 the Proposed Rule states climate change may result in trophic changes


affecting turtle prey abundance andor distribution Again it is mere speculation that there may


be impacts and the Proposed Rule offers no concrete evidence supporting the assertion of an


impact on loggerheads Id
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At no point do the Services meet their burden to articulate and support with evidence the


claim that habitat modification is occurring in a way that will affect loggerhead turtles sufficiently


to justify an endangerment designation The Services also do not make any effort to reconcile


this list of alleged justifications for endangerment with the conclusion in the BRT Report that the


cumulative impact of all of the items listed above is low or very low BRT Report at 73 Table 8


B Overutilization


The Proposed Rule next addresses the overutilization factor The Proposed Rule


asserts that the loggerhead harvest for human consumption is a significant threat noting that


12 of 29 Caribbean nations allow a loggerhead harvest 75 Fed Reg at 12627 The same


evidentiary problems that plague the analysis of the habitat factor are present here Saying 12


nations allow a harvest is different than saying that a harvest actually occurs and if it does the


amount


However the Turtle Expert Working Group appointed by the Services does assess the


extent of loggerhead harvest in the Caribbean Contrary to the impression the Proposed Rule


attempts to create by making unsupported assertions of possible impact the TEWG concludes


We reviewed the recent history of the directed harvest of
loggerheads in the Western North Atlantic and found that the
commercial fishery in Cuba would have been the only one to
harvest substantial numbers of loggerheads durina the oast
several decades


TEWG Report 2009 at xi emphasis added The TEWG goes on to conclude the take from the


Cuban fishery was reduced to a low level in the early 1990s and has been close to zero since


1996 Id


How a harvest of close to zero threatens loggerheads with extinction is not clear To


state that the Proposed Rule is reaching to justify an endangered designation for the proposed


Northwest Atlantic DPS is something of an understatement


C Disease or Predation


The Proposed Rule also addresses the disease and predation factor 75 Fed Reg at


1262712628 There the Proposed Rule identifies various diseases and infections However


the Proposed Rule admits the effects and significance are unknown The Proposed Rule then


states beach predators may take significant numbers of eggs non native vegetation may


form root mats that can invade and desiccate eggs and trees can provide too much shade


over nests It is unclear how the Proposed Rule goes from a may effect statement to a


definitive conclusion that predation and disease constitute an existing or actual significant


threat to loggerheads in the proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS
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The assertion of a significant threat caused by disease and predation does not


withstand scrutiny on three levels First the Proposed Rule does not say the threat actually


exists only that it may be an issue Second even accepting the possibility a threat may


exist the Proposed Rule fails to indicate the nature or extent of the threat or how many


loggerheads might be affected Third the statement that disease and predation constitute a


significant threat is completely contrary to the conclusion of the BRT Report that the


cumulative threat from disease and predation is low or very low BRT Report at 73 Table 8


D Existina Reaulatory Mechanisms


The Proposed Rule next addresses the adequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms


factor 75 Fed Reg at 12628 The argument in the Proposed Rule is that because 1 there


are habitat changes occurring and 2 turtles are being taken as a direct harvest or as fishery


bycatch then national and international regulatory mechanisms must be inadequate


The evidentiary and analytical failures in this section are glaring First the Proposed


Rule never discusses what mechanisms are believed to be inadequate Second the alleged


failures are founded on the premise that the sections discussed above have so clearly proven


harms to loggerheads that the inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms can be assumed


As reviewed above the Proposed Rule fails to establish that the harms actually exist or if they


exist that they are significant or quantifiable


Third the BRT Report the Report that the Services assert is the foundation for the


Proposed Rule states that the inadequacy of regulatory mechanisms factor was not


considered to be reducing survival rates directly BRT Report at 73 Even acknowledging that


these words could be interpreted as leaving the door open to indirect impacts the Proposed


Rule never identifies any indirect impacts Indeed the Proposed Rule points to the BRT Report


as identifying the regulatory mechanisms that apply to loggerhead sea turtles globally and


within the Northwest Atlantic Ocean 75 Fed Reg at 12628 Yet the Proposed Rule ignores


the BRT Reports conclusions


E Other Natural or Manmade Factors


Finally the Proposed Rule addresses other natural or manmade factors which allegedly


justify listing the proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS as endangered 75 Fed Reg at 12628


12630 Again the evidence is missing


At 12630 the Proposed Rule identifies propeller and boat collision injuries as a matter


of concern The Proposed Rule states 149 of stranded loggerheads had vessel related


injuries Again the Proposed Rule does not indicate the number of animals 149of 10 is


different than 149 of 10000 does not compare that number to the total population and does
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not assert that the vessel related injury actually caused the stranding let alone that the


stranding caused a mortality Id


At 12630 the Proposed Rule says the weather justifies listing loggerheads as


endangered citing hurricanes and cold stunning caused by changing weather Having cited


cold stunning the Proposed Rule then admits it is not a major source of mortality No one


disputes weather changes and that hurricanes happen But the earth has experienced varying


weather conditions since creation The Proposed Rule in relying on the weather to justify listing


loggerheads as endangered fails to explain what has changed Moreover if changing weather


is a basis for listing a species as endangered then every species throughout the world could be


listed Id


At 12630 the Proposed Rule returns to its discussion of habitat change and states


dredging and climate change can impact turtles As noted in the discussion of the habitat


change factor the Proposed Rule only says these things may affect turtles without evidence or


quantification of the alleged impact Id


The Proposed Rule cites entrapment in saltwater cooling as justifying an endangered


listing 75 Fed Reg at 12630 However the Proposed Rule concludes that between 1991


2005 the actual average annual mortality was only nine turtles


At 1262812630 the Proposed Rule discusses the incidental bycatch of turtles in


various fisheries This Comment will leave it to the representatives of the named fisheries to


focus on their individual fisheries As to shrimping this Comment has previously discussed the


extent of the incidental taking However it is important to place the entire fisheries incidental


bycatch into context The BRT Report lists all the bycatches which cumulate to an annual level


of3743 BRT Report at 134138 This compares to a Northwest Atlantic loggerhead


population of between at least1230000 and at least3300000 The midpoint would be


2265000 It is hard to understand how a take of017 of the population using the midpoint


number would be likely to jeopardize the loggerhead population causing it to be endangered


F Conclusion


The Proposed Rule classifies the proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS as endangered The


Proposed Rule fails to make the case Rather the Proposed Rule is built on speculation and


11 A 2001 NMFS Biological Opinion states that nesting females comprise one percent of the total
population Consultation on the Atlantic Highly Migratory Species Fishery Management Plan and Its
Associated Fisheries June 14 2001 National Marine Fisheries Service at 36 The BRT Report lists the
number of females nesting on beaches in the proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS as between at least
12300 and at least 33000 BRT Report at 9 These are minimum numbers because the Peninsula
Florida nesting assemblage is said to have more than 10000 nesting females id and this Comment
uses the minimum 10000 number


37







surmise the precise basis rejected by the Supreme Court in Bennett v Spear 520 US 154


176 1992 There the Court stated


The obvious purpose of the requirement that each agency use
the best scientific and commercial information available is to


ensure that the ESA not implemented haphazardly on the basis of
speculation and surmise


The Proposed Rule also states it is relying on its models to justify the endangered listing


75 Fed Reg at 12651 The problems with those models are discussed above and need not be


repeated except to recall that the National Academy of Sciences called the models a heuristic


exercise ie unjustified and incapable of justification NAS Report at 90 and the BRT Report


itself admits the modeling overstates the alleged harms BRT Report at 36 and 67


Notwithstanding all of these criticisms if the Services intend to rely on the BRT Report


and its models the Services cannot escape the conclusion in the BRT Report that the actual


threat to loggerheads posed by four of the five ESA listing criteria is non existent low or very


low A threat that is non existent low or very low does not justify classifying a species as


endangered In fact it cannot even justify a threatened designation As to other factors


principally fisheries bycatch it is hard to see how a bycatch impacting017 of the population


can lead to its extinction


Not only does the Proposed Rule fail to support the recommended endangered listing


with evidence or analysis but it also ignores critical studies discussed in this paragraph placing


all of the listing factors into perspective Along the US coast young loggerheads emerge from


nests on beaches and migrate offshore to the Gulf Stream System GSS where they become


entrained and live in the North Atlantic Gyre for years Putman et al 2010 showed that


loggerhead nest density declines as the distance between the coast and the GSS increases In


fact distance to the GSS accounted for over 90 of the variation in nest density regardless of


beach latitude The reason as Putman et al 2010 points out is that hatchlings rely on yolk


reserves for sustenance and the longest distance a hatchling can swim using residual energy


from its yolk is about 40 km 24 miles Consequently hatchlings emerging on beaches within


about 40 km of the GSS have an increased likelihood of reaching their offshore destination


where they begin feeding and where they can find shelter in sargassum weed from predators


Putman et al 2010 also notes that their findings may be applicable to other significant


loggerhead nesting areas near major ocean currents including nesting areas in Japan east


Australia Masirah Island of Oman Tongaland of South Africa Brazil and the Yucatan


Peninsula in Mexico Nowhere does the Proposed Rule even consider this significant new
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analysis demonstrating that the distance from the GSS is a much greater influence on survival


than are the issues raised in the Proposed Rule regarding the listing factors


VI Conclusion


The Proposed Rule is a conclusion in search of a justification How the BRT perceived


its mission is captured in its own words The BRT stated loggerheads from different


populations often mix in common foraging grounds thus creating unique challenges when


attempting to delineate distinct population segments BRT Report at 17 Emphasis added


The BRTs job was not to attempt to delineate DPSs as a preconceived result Their job was to


assess the best available scientific data which they failed to do It appears that the BRT set out


to identify DPSs instead of fairly considering whether DPSs are justified at all


The Services 2007 stock assessment of loggerheads concluded that based on the best


scientific data available DPSs could not be justified and endangered designations were not


warranted Three years later the Services reverse course based in large part on new


population assessment and extinction prediction models Yet even the BRT noted the models


had a high degree of uncertainty likely overestimatedanthropogenic mortality did not


reflect a true probability of extinction and may convey a false sense of urgency Echoing


this the National Academy of Sciences found that neither the population assessments nor the


models were subject to sufficiently rigorous review to ensure accuracy and scientific validity


that available data have not been analyzed and that the conclusions from the modeling were


unjustified and incapable of justification


The Proposed Rule is riddled with inconsistencies regarding both the DPS designations


and the endangered listing For example the Proposed Rule argues that the direct harvest of


loggerheads in the proposed Northwest Atlantic DPS justifies an endangered listing while


ignoring a report by experts appointed by the Services that the directed take approximates zero


In another example the Proposed Rule claims physical separation of loggerheads in the three


ocean basins justifies DPS designations while simultaneously admitting that within ocean basins


loggerheads are mixed in foraging areas and that loggerheads move between ocean basins


carried by the prevailing currents A third example is the claim that DPS designations are


justified because loggerheads are reproductively isolated since females generally nest on the


same beaches Not only does this ignore the admission in other parts of the Proposed Rule that


nesting beach fidelity is far from absolute and that loggerheads from the northwest Atlantic


colonized areas thousands of miles away in the northwest Atlantic and Mediterranean but it


also importantly ignores the other half of the breeding population males Nowhere does the


Proposed Rule claim that females from one nesting area only mate with males from that area
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What the acknowledged data actually show is that males and females from different nesting


areas and different ocean basins mix on common foraging grounds and mate belying the


argument of reproductive isolation There is no need to belabor this point and to repeat the


discussion in all of the preceding sections Suffice it to say that these examples are but three of


many examples of the inconsistencies and inaccuracies in the Proposed Rule


In addition to its fundamental scientific flaws the Proposed Rule has fundamental legal


flaws Two bear mentioning First the Proposed Rule fails to meet Congressional intent


codified in the Services DPS Policy that DPS designations should be made only when a


preponderance of evidence indicates conclusive data are available The Proposed Rule


utterly fails this evidentiary standard Second the Proposed Rule violates both the ESA and


judicial precedent that ESA listings cannot be made below the DPS level Here the Proposed


Rule is based not on an analysis of the entire DPS but rather on a subset of the DPS nesting


females While this one percent of the total loggerhead population is important the Services


cannot argue that this segment of the DPS population is the entire DPS population The


Services must examine the entire DPS


The NAS concluded that inadequate information was available for the assessment of


loggerhead population status and trends The Services should heed this admonishment and


gather sufficient data and to then correctly analyze it The Proposed Rule should be issued in


final form making no DPS designations and retaining the current listing status To do otherwise


will set in motion a process that will inflict significant and unmitigable harm on people whose


lives and livelihoods will be impacted by the DPS and endangered designations if the Proposed


Rule become final
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APPENDIX


Scientific Analysis Of The
Diffusion Approximation Analysis


The first assessment model used by the Biological Review Team BRT was a diffusion


approximation model Diffusion Model The Diffusion Model is a method used to assess the


probability of a population going extinct based solely on the time series surveys of the number


of loggerhead nests As discussed below there are numerous problems with how the model


was applied


What Was Done In The Diffusion Model


The purpose of this section is to clarify how the nest survey data were analyzed by the


BRT such that the important assumptions and shortcomings are understood The first step


taken by the BRT in using nest survey data was to convert the number of nests into the number


of breeding females nesters by dividing the total number of nests by the number of nests


produced per female clutch frequency Next the BRT adjusted that data using a threeyear


running total to reduce yeartoyear fluctuations in the number of nests BRT Report at 37


Although not discussed by the BRT the purpose of this exercise was to mitigate measurement


and observation errors eg nests missed in the count on the beach that can corrupt the yearly


variation and consequently the risk of extinction calculations These data were assumed id to


comply with the following density independent exponential model


Rt1 Rte


where R is the threeyear running sum for year teg if the data series started in 1989 year 1


would be the 198991 sum year 2 the 199092 sum etc and p is the log population growth


rate a parameter defining the trend in growth In words the equation states that next years


threeyear running sum is equal to this years threeyear sum times a constant fraction e


Solving the equation for p yields


R
u 1n


R


In words the natural logarithm of the ratio of two consecutive sums over time provides


an estimate for the log population growth rate ie the growth trend The mean of all the


growth rates and variance between those growth rates of all the log growth rates in the sample
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In RZ in R3 in R4
was then calculated These two population


R1 i R21 v R31


parameter estimates the mean and variance are the basis for all extinction inferences made by


the BRT For projections into the future the first equation above can be rearranged as


lnRlnRit


where R is the initial population size and was set to the sum of the last three years in the data


series Time into the future now t can go up to 100 years Given a log growth rate the


associated variance the initial population size R a threshold population size termed quasi


extinction by the BRT and the time into the future the probability of obtaining the prescribed


threshold within the prescribed time can be calculated


For an accurate result to occur the model must comply with the following the


population parameters do not change over time no catastrophes or bonanzas in population size


outliers no autocorrelation and no observation error Failure by the BRT to review and


evaluate these assumptions is a major failure in scientific protocol For example the Morris and


Doak 2002 text from which the BRT extracted substantial program code for their analysis


goes to considerable trouble to articulate the assumptions and to suggest procedures to test for


compliance


For loggerhead sea turtles the first condition in the preceding paragraph cannot be met


Specifically population parameters do change over time A simple graphical check on how well


the estimated mean of the log growth rates fits the data can be obtained by plotting the log of


the threeyear sums by year and overlaying the predicted trend the last equation above where


R is now the population size the year before collection of the data series started When


plotted the predicted trend will be a straight line As discussed above in Part IIA of this


Comment the population parameter estimates the fundamental starting point for analysis are


flawed because they do not use the most current data showing nesting population increases


Had this data been used a different trend line would exist From the outset the results from the


model are condemned to inaccuracy and failure These issues are discussed more fully below


using the Peninsular Florida Recovery Unit and the North Pacific DPS as examples


As noted above the cumulative probability of reaching a prescribed population size


quasiextinction size say 100 years into the future is a straightforward calculation given a


12 These estimates assume nesting surveys have been made for all years in the data series
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particular set of population parameters However uncertainty in the estimates of the population


parameters ie the mean of the growth rate and the variance in that rate must be addressed


by computing the uncertainty in the probability of the population change A computerbased


method known as parametric bootstrap was used by the BRT to approximate the confidence


intervals for the quasiextinction probability Because the accepted standard probability


distributions that govern the population parameter estimates are well known we can have the


computer draw values of the parameters from the appropriate distributions If both of these


drawn values lie within their 95 confidence interval they are used to calculate the quasi


extinction probability throughout the 100 year horizon By repeating the process many times a


range of quasiextinction probabilities are generated that lie within the 95 confidence interval


of the population parameter estimates The extreme quasiextinction probabilities define the


upper and lower boundaries of probability over the 100 year horizon The BRT chose to focus


only on the cumulative quasi extinction probability at 100 years and computed a metric


introduced by Snover and Heppe 2009 named the susceptibility to quasiextinction SQE


The SQE was computed as the proportion of the bootstrap simulations with a cumulative


probability greater than 09 at 100 years In other words the SQE is the probability that the


cumulative probability of quasi extinction 100 years in the future will be greater than 09


When Is Extinction


The intuitively obvious thing required to determine the probability of extinction is to know


the population level below which the species cannot fall without being doomed to extinction


Since the whole point of the analysis is to determine if and when the population might face


extinction one would expect the Services to specify a population threshold or range that is the


critical viability point That point would be used to judge when the population is approaching or


at the level at which it cannot survive If relative thresholds eg percentage of current


population size are used then the extinction threshold must also be provided by DPS A very


large distinct population say in the hundreds of thousands of adult females that is projected to


experience a 90 decline over 100 years is at less risk of immediate extinction than a small


distinct population say in the hundreds of adult females with the same projection and life


history parameters


The Services never provide that number Thus the Proposed Rule based on the


Diffusion Model somehow concludes that the current loggerhead population in Peninsular


Florida with a surveyed population of 19 887 nesting females 20072009 faces immediate
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extinction without telling us how many of the 19887 observed nesters must cease to exist


before we reach the critical threshold below which the species cannot survive


The Modeled Extinction Level


Having failed to actually determine a population level below which the species is viable


the Diffusion Model measured when the existing nesting population an incorrect number to


begin with would fall to 975to 25 of its current level The Diffusion Model also measured


points in between ie 90 80 70 etc


Using each of these end points 90 80 70 etc of current population the


Diffusion Model conducts a probability analysis to determine the probability of the loggerhead


population reaching that level within a 100 years However the BRT only reported the


Susceptibility to Quasi Extinction SQE as described above Of course this newly minted


term and concept have nothing to do with actual extinction since the Services neglected to


actually develop that number Rather SQE is the probability that the cumulative probability of


various population levels below current levels 100 years in the future are greater than 09


Indeed as the BRT admits SQE values are not indicative of a true probability of quasi


extinction BRT Report at 36


Nevertheless the originating paper Snover Heppell 2009 recommends a critical


SQE of 40 based on simulations of loggerhead turtles using a stochastic model similar in


structure to the threat matrix model At that critical SQE value and with a cutoff cumulative


probability of 09 the chance that the true population size is greater or less than the specified


threshold is approximately the same based on the Snover and Heppell simulation study That


is population reductions with a SQE greater than 40 are at risk of reaching the specified


reduction within 100 years The SQE critical value of 40 in association with the cutoff


cumulative probability of 09 are the only numbers published for loggerhead turtles The BRT


however arbitrarily used 30 as the critical SQE number despite the fact that the creators of


the SQE statistic said the model should use 40 BRT Report at 38


Recognized Problems With Diffusion Models


Diffusion modeling applied to viability population analysis has drawn heavy criticism in


the published literature eg Ludwig 1996 Ludwig 1999 Fieberg and Ellner 2000 Ellner et al


2002 Most of the criticisms pertain to the high uncertainty and inaccuracy of predicting


extinction probability far into the future Proponents of diffusion modeling eg Morris and Doak


2002 Holmes et al 2007 provide guidelines in response to the criticisms Of course even
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following these guidelines cannot remedy the data input and analytical weaknesses discussed


above that infect the Diffusion Model


The first and most important guideline is that the model assumptions must be evaluated


with respect to the data inputs The lack of such evaluation by the BRT is a major failure in


scientific protocol because there was no effort to determine if the assumptions used in the


model were accurate Numerous diagnostic procedures are available for assessing the


adequacy of the diffusion approximation For example Dennis et al 1991 Morris and Doak


2002 and Holmes and Fagin 2002 provide suggestions specific to the Diffusion Model


applied by the BRT Draper and Smith 1981 is another classic statistical reference relevant to


diagnostic procedures for the Diffusion Model In the following section we illustrate that the


Peninsular Florida and North Pacific population parameter estimates change over time This is


a highly significant problem for the credibility of 100 year projections


Another guideline for properly using diffusion modeling is that future projections of


population growth or decline should not extend more than 25 times the length of the initial data


time series Holmes et al 2007 Some authors eg Ellner et al 2002 assert that projections


should be limited to only 20 02 times of the initial data time series In other words if the


initial time series is 20 years then the population projection should not run beyond 50 years at


the outside Instead the Diffusion Model makes projections to 100 years and the Services


use those 100 year projections as the basis for the Proposed Rule


Finally the data inputs for establishing the starting population level and trend should


cover at least 20 previous years Holmes et al 2007 For long lived species such as


loggerheads where a generation is greater than 30 years a longer time series may be required


to remove error Sabo et al 2004 The point is that the length of the data series should reflect


the true environmental variation of the turtles With the possible exception of mainland


Australia all the series are less than one generation Under perfect compliance of the Diffusion


Model assumptions through simulation Snover and Heppe 2009 recommend at least 15


years Examination of the actual series in hand demonstrates that the Diffusion Model


assumptions do not hold


Aoolication of the Diffusion Model to the Peninsular Florida and North Pacific Populations


In this section we apply the Diffusion Model to quantify the impact of using all the data


apply a simple graphical check that the Diffusion Model assumptions are consistent with the


data and display the cumulative quasi extinction probabilities for all years using the computer
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program and data supplied to SAA by the Services Peninsular Florida was chosen because it


is the largest extant population within the main AtlanticIndianSouth Pacific Ocean range for


which data are available The North Pacific was chosen for comparison


Figure 1 plots the number of nesting females in Peninsular Florida upper panel and the


North Pacific lower panel The open symbols red lines are new data and the filled symbols


were used by the BRT The trend lines with and without the updated series along with the


threeyear running sum values are plotted in the upper panel of Figures 2 and 3 for Florida and


the North Pacific respectively Here the trend lines that are to be used for the 100 year


projections are superimposed on the data If the data were consistent with the Diffusion Model


then they should follow the trend line Scatterplots of the residuals the data value minus the


predicted value versus the predicted value are provided in the lower panels of Figures 2 and 3


Specifically the predicted value is zero line in each Figure If the data and Diffusion model were


consistent the residuals should be randomly distributed about the zero line Instead the plots


suggest that the Florida series can be partitioned into three segments 19891997 19982003


and 20042009 and the North Pacific into two segments 19901996 and 19972008 It appears


that these segments would fit the data much better than a single trend line


The graphical diagnostics presented above are only approximate and do not provide


statistical rigor We followed the procedures provided by Morris and Doak 2002 pp 7679 to


test for changes in population parameters in the series segments defined above The results


were significantly different mean log growth rates ie trend lines in the segments at a 95


confidence level for both the Florida and North Pacific populations Therefore an underlying


assumption the population parameters do not change over time of the Diffusion Model has


been violated In our opinion there are three analysis options


1 Use the segment that is thought to be the better indicator of the future
eg the most recent The problem here is that we are partitioning an already
short series


2 Proceed with the analysis as done by the BRT The assumption is that all
temporal changes in population parameters that could occur in future projections
are fully represented in the observed series However under this assumption the
variance of the log growth rates is overestimated because it includes the
variation associated with the change in trends over the data history Therefore
subsequent assessments are pessimistic estimates of quasiextinction risk
actual risk is smaller than estimated


3 Do not proceed with the analysis Either accept the inability to make
reasonable risk of quasiextinction projections or construct a model that better
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reflects the population dynamics and error structure For loggerheads
constructing a new model that better reflects the population dynamics represents
the best option


For the North Pacific the pronounced and statistically significant V in the log growth


rate argues against using the full series The same outcome is obtained if 2008 is treated as an


outlier and deleted from the series The choice is either using the most recent segment 1997


2008 or not conducting any analysis because the series is too short 12 years Given that


19972008 series exhibits a marked upward trend in population there is little need to conduct an


analysis


For the Florida Peninsular Recovery Unit we proceed with the Diffusion Model option 2


above despite the short series a demonstrated change in population parameters over time an


overestimate of the variance and without a definition numerical or proportion of when the


population is no longer viable We proceed with the analysis to illustrate the impact of using all


the data and that a plot of the quasi extinction probabilities over the 100 year time horizon adds


useful information for the decision maker


Figure 4 upper panel displays the logprobability plot using the 19972007 data series


with a quasiextinction threshold of 1000 nesters 53of the current population which


produces a SQE value of 30 ie reproduces the critical value used by the BRT The lower


panel uses the full data series of 19972009 with a quasi extinction threshold of 2610 nesters


131of the current population which again produces a SQE value of 30 Note that adding


two years of data 2008 and 2009 more than doubled the quasiextinction threshold deemed to


be critical by the BRT If we use the critical SQE of 40 recommended by Snover and Heppe


2009 the only published value for loggerheads the quasi extinction threshold is 201 of


current population size Are we to believe that a population with 131or 201 of the current


population size 100 years from now faces immediate extinction today Also recall that the


actual risk is smaller than estimated because of the inflated variance estimate Figure 4


displays the cumulative probabilities in log space as recommended by Morris and Doak 2002


All the useful information 1 is located at the very top of the plot Figure 5 plots the


cumulative quasiextinction probabilities without transform for a threshold of 1000 and 2610


nesters overlaid for the mean and upper 95 confidence interval Note that the mean


probability of observing quasiextinction 1 say a drop in the population to 1000 or2610


nesters is far into the future 40 years
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Conclusion


The BRT failed to use all available nesting survey data for the Diffusion Model The BRT


also failed to evaluate the assumptions underlying the Diffusion Model Both the Peninsular


Florida and the North Pacific population parameters change over time in violation of the key


underlying assumption for the Diffusion Model Projections for these populations require a


better understanding and depiction ie model of the underlying population dynamics


Calculation of pessimistic time to quasiextinction cumulative probability functions using all


available nesting survey data for Florida for example provides quantitative evidence that the


population is not at immediate risk of extinction
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Figure 1 Number of nesting females at Peninsular Florida upper panel and the North Pacific lower
panel Open symbols are new data and the filled symbols as used by the BRT
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Figure 2 The logarithm of the threeyear running sum of nesters and predicted trend lines using the
19892007 shorter line and 19892009 longer line periods upper panel and the
associated residuals data minus the predicted value using the updated 19892009 series
lower panel for the Peninsular Florida population


10







APPENDIX


September 13 2010


North Pacific
86


84 Li


73 82


to 80


c 78
z
cc


76 3 yr running total


19902008 trend
74


19902007 trend


72


1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010


Year


06


04


02


is
3


7 0


cc
02


04


06


790 792 794 796 798 800 802


Prediction


Figure 3 The logarithm of the threeyear running sum of nesters and predicted trend lines using the
19902007 shorter line and 19902008 longer line periods upper panel and the
associated residuals data minus the predicted value using the updated 19902008 series
lower panel for the North Pacific Ocean population


11







APPENDIX


September 13 2010


0 10
U


X10
T


Was


O


p 1015
Q


i


E
1020


U
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100


Years into the future


c 10 i I r 1 1 1


p


X10
N


1010


O


6 1015
Q


1020
I I I 1 1 I


0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100


Years into the future


Figure 4 Cumulative extinction log probability plot for the Peninsula Florida population using the 1989
2007 data series with a quasiextinction threshold of 1000 nesters 53 of current
population which produces SQE 030 used by the BRT as the critical value upper panel
Similarly the lower panel uses the 19892009 period with quasiextinction threshold of2610
nesters 131of current population which produces SQE 030 The solid line is the mean


and the dashed lines are the 95 confidence intervals
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Figure 5 Cumulative probability of quasiextinction for Peninsula Florida Unit using the 19892009 data
series with quasiextinction thresholds of 1000 and 2610 nesters Upper panel is the mean
and the lower panel is the 95 upper confidence interval
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MEETING WITH SOUTHERN SHRIMP ALLIANCE


DATE November 4 2010
TIME 300 PM to 400 PM


LOCATION 14636


FROM Jim Lecky Director Office ofProtected Resources


PURPOSE


To discuss loggerhead sea turtles and the proposed uplisting


THREE THINGS YOU MUST KNOW


The Southern Shrimp Alliance is concerned about the proposed designation of nine distinct
population segments for Loggerhead sea turtles as well as the proposed uplisting ofNorth
Pacific and Northwest Atlantic Loggerhead sea turtles from threatened to endangered
The comment period for the Northwest Atlantic Loggerhead proposed rule closed on
September 13 2010 Thus NMFS is no longer taking any comments and since we are in the
rulemaking process we cannot provide any information to the public about the nature of the
Final Rule


NMFS Office of Law Enforcement and Southeast Center Harvesting Systems Branch have
found evidence of lack of compliance with the existing Turtle Exclude Device rules At the
same time the Southeast Region has reinitiated consultation of the Southeast Shrimp
Fishery The bycatch estimate is being updated which will influence the Incidental Take
Statement The Reasonable and Prudent Measures will likely call for increased enforcement
and prosecution


BACKGROUND


Southern Shrimp Alliance represents shrimp fishermen and processors in Alabama Florida
Georgia Louisiana Mississippi North Carolina South Carolina and Texas
Southern Shrimp Alliance submitted detailed comments on the proposed designation of nine
distinct population segments and proposed uplisting of the Northwest Atlantic and North
Pacific Loggerheads The Southern Shrimp Alliance does not support the DPS designation or
the uplisting
Southern Shrimp Alliancescomments include concerns about the models used the data
used and the interpretation of the DPS policy by NMFS and FWS
Southern Shrimp Alliance cites in their comments that improvements of Turtle Excluder
Devices TEDs has reduced sea turtle mortality
NMFS has found significant compliance issues in the Southeast shrimp fisheries During the
opening of the Texas shrimp season in July 2010 NMFS gear specialists found that 8 of the
11 boats observedinspected had compliance issues angles flap openings etc The most
egregious case involved a naked net ie no TED in a bait shrimp trawler In Louisiana the
state law prohibits the enforcement of the Federal law on TEDs There NMFS gear
specialists found that 26 of the 29 vessels observed had compliance issues The compliances
issues in Louisiana were much more severe than in Texas In Louisiana at least three of
boats seen had no TEDS others had the flaps sewn shut and others had very severe angles
that would have prevented turtles from escaping from the trawl net Further NMFS gear
specialists observed a least a 3 to 1 ratio of skimmer and butterfly net trawlers to otter







trawlers Skimmers and butterfly net trawlers are not currently required to use TEDS SERO
is drafting a regulation to require TEDS in these fisheries in part due to the large number of
strandings observed in these fisheries during the Oil Spill Finally Georgia recently reported
on their 2010 TEDS compliance in coastal waters For 2010 they had 47 compliance 14
out of 30 vessels boarded Most of the violations involved angles and openings TEDS are
important sea turtle bycatch reduction devices but if the angles exceed 55 degrees and if the
flapsopenings do not meet the required specifications then sea turtles will not be able to
escape


Department of State recently lifted the embargo on wild caught shrimp from Mexico After
our domestic inspections this year NMFS gear specialists have determined that we no longer
meet the international standard that we have held other countries too This creates a very big
liability for the United States as it provides a basis for another country to take us back to the
World Trade Organization for applying a non tariff trade barrier since we are applying a
different standard to their product versus our own domestic product Malaysia India and
Thailand previously took us to World Trade Organization over our ShrimpTurtle law
101162


PARTICIPANTS


Samuel Rauch Deputy Assistant Administrator for Regulatory Programs
Steve Murawski Chief Scientist


Jim Lecky Director Office of Protected Resources
David Cottingham Division Chief Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles Division


PRESS PLAN


NONE


ATTACHMENTS


NONE


Prepared by Alexis T Gutierrez NOAA Fisheries Service FPR 301 7132322 x158







From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc David Bernhart Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
Date Friday November 05 2010 113548 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Alexis


Perhaps you should mention that SER is drafting a proposed rule
requiring TED use for skimmer trawls not only due to elevated
strandings but information from enforcement and others indicating there
is a lack of compliance with the required tow time requirement in lieu
of TEDs Also a board member from SSA indicated his enthusiastic
support with a TED requirement in the skimmer trawl fishery I am not
sure we SER can get a position on this issue from the entire SSA in
time for Erics meeting but we will be soliciting one ASAP


While its kind of a tangent to the meetingscore discussion perhaps
it would be beneficial for Eric to ask SSAs assistance in getting LA to
reverse their position on TED enforcement Its been 30 years long
past time for LA to wake up Especially since one of the SSA guys
confirmed turtles are seasonally abundant just off the Chandeleur Islands


Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi All Southern Shrimp Alliance is coming to meet with Eric Schwaab
on Monday They are coming about the loggerhead listing However
given that they talk about TEDs reducing anthropogenic mortality in
their comments I took the opportunity to put in the background of the
briefing paper our issues with TEDs compliance in the Southeast I
dont expect Eric to actually speak to that but figured he should be
aware of that and the impending skimmer rule and Shrimp BIOP Please
review and send comment by 3pm tomorrow I have to send this upstairs
by COB tomorrow and it just got dropped in my lap yesterday Thanks A


Subject
Fwd Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
From


David Cottingham DavidCottingham@noaagov
Date


Wed 03 Nov 2010 162714 0400
To


Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


To


Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Original Message
Subject Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
Date Wed 03 Nov 2010 155539 0400







From Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov
To Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov
CC Steve Murawski SteveMurawski@noaagov Beth Lumsden
BethLumsden@noaagov Heather Sagar HeatherSagar@NoaaGov Jim


Lecky JimLecky@noaagov Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Therese Conant
ThereseConant@noaagov Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
Samuel Rauch SamuelRauch@noaagov Deb Lambert


DebLambert@noaagov David Cottingham DavidCottingham@noaagov
References 4CADFOD16060805@Noaagov 4CAF4A8F1090004@Noaagov


Attached is background provided by the Southern Shrimp Alliance for
the November 8 meeting A prebrief will be held in Erics office at
230 PR please send me a 3things memo by COB Friday November 5
Thanks


Gloria Thompson wrote
This meeting is confirmed from 3004OOpm on Monday November 8
Room 14836 Tasker and prebrief info will come out shortly Thanks


Gloria Thompson wrote
Would November 8 at 230 or 300 work for everyone to accommodate
the Southern Shrimp Alliances request to meet on loggerhead sea
turtles Weve been trying to schedule this meeting for some time
Thanks


Original Message
Subject Re meeting request
Date Mon 27 Sep 2010 135423 0400 EDT
From


To GloriaThompson@noaagov


Hi Gloria


I presented options and they came back with try November to get
them both


So please dont get annoyed with my persistence but please let me
know if there are any dates in November that Steve and Jim can both
accommodate


thank you for your patience Gloria
Glenn


Glenn Roger Delaney
601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 900 South Building
Washington DC 20004
202 434 8220
202 639 8817 fax


In a message dated927201084001 AM Eastern Daylight Time
GloriaThompson @noaagov writes


Glenn due to travel schedules it is going to be difficult to











get Murawski and Lecky together Does the Alliance have a
strong preference on who they want at the meeting Steve or


Jim One of them plus staff may meet their requirements Let
me know Thanks


wrote
Hi Gloria sorry this took so long but we sure have some busy
people Some good dates for us in October to meet with Steve
Murawski and Jim Lecky regarding loggerhead turtles are Oct
1112 13 27 28 and 29


It would be really great but not imperative if Eric cold be
there too even for a part of it Again we need a solid hour
to make a presentation and discuss


Do any of these work for you all


Thanks Gloria personally I dont know how you deal with
scheduling all the time you must be a genius at this it
drives me nuts


thanks


Glenn


Glenn Roger Delaney
601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 900 South Building
Washington DC 20004
202 434 8220
202 639 8817 fax


David Cottingham
Chief Division of Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation
NMFS Office of Protected Resources


phone 301 713 2322 ext 101
fax 301 427 2522
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette


Cc David Bernhart Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
Date Friday November 05 2010 113958 AM


Thanks Mike for your note I will make the suggested changes Great idea
on the SSALA connection I think its well within reason for us to ask
Eric to speak to that DavidBob any other thoughts Thanks A


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Alexis


Perhaps you should mention that SER is drafting a proposed rule
requiring TED use for skimmer trawls not only due to elevated
strandings but information from enforcement and others indicating
there is a lack of compliance with the required tow time requirement
in lieu of TEDs Also a board member from SSA indicated his
enthusiastic support with a TED requirement in the skimmer trawl
fishery I am not sure we SER can get a position on this issue from
the entire SSA in time for Erics meeting but we will be soliciting
one ASAP


While its kind of a tangent to the meetingscore discussion perhaps
it would be beneficial for Eric to ask SSAs assistance in getting LA
to reverse their position on TED enforcement Its been 30 years
long past time for LA to wake up Especially since one of the SSA
guys confirmed turtles are seasonally abundant just off the Chandeleur
Islands


Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi All Southern Shrimp Alliance is coming to meet with Eric Schwaab
on Monday They are coming about the loggerhead listing However
given that they talk about TEDs reducing anthropogenic mortality in
their comments I took the opportunity to put in the background of
the briefing paper our issues with TEDs compliance in the Southeast
I dont expect Eric to actually speak to that but figured he should
be aware of that and the impending skimmer rule and Shrimp BIOP
Please review and send comment by 3pm tomorrow I have to send this
upstairs by COB tomorrow and it just got dropped in my lap yesterday
Thanks A


Subject
Fwd Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
From


David Cottingham DavidCottinghamnoaagov
Date


Wed 03 Nov 2010 162714 0400
To


Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierreznoaagov


To


Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierreznoaagov







Original Message
Subject Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
Date Wed 03 Nov 2010 155539 0400
From Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov
To Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov
CC Steve Murawski SteveMurawski @noaagov Beth Lumsden
BethLumsden@noaagov Heather Sagar HeatherSagar@NoaaGov Jim


Lecky JimLecky@noaagov Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Therese Conant
ThereseConant@noaagov Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
Samuel Rauch SamuelRauch@noaagov Deb Lambert


DebLambert@noaagov David Cottingham DavidCottingham@noaagov
References 4CADFOD16060805@Noaagov 4CAF4A8F1090004@Noaagov


Attached is background provided by the Southern Shrimp Alliance for
the November 8 meeting A prebrief will be held in Erics office at
230 PR please send me a 3things memo by COB Friday November
5 Thanks


Gloria Thompson wrote
This meeting is confirmed from 3004OOpm on Monday November 8
Room 14836 Tasker and prebrief info will come out shortly Thanks


Gloria Thompson wrote
Would November 8 at 230 or 300 work for everyone to accommodate
the Southern Shrimp Alliances request to meet on loggerhead sea
turtles Weve been trying to schedule this meeting for some
time Thanks


Original Message
Subject Re meeting request
Date Mon 27 Sep 2010 135423 0400 EDT
From


To GloriaThompson@noaagov


Hi Gloria


I presented options and they came back with try November to get
them both


So please dont get annoyed with my persistence but please let
me know if there are any dates in November that Steve and Jim can
both accommodate


thank you for your patience Gloria
Glenn


Glenn Roger Delaney
601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 900 South Building











Washington DC 20004
202 434 8220
202 639 8817 fax


In a message dated927201084001 AM Eastern Daylight Time
GloriaThompson@noaagov writes


Glenn due to travel schedules it is going to be difficult to
get Murawski and Lecky together Does the Alliance have a
strong preference on who they want at the meeting Steve or


Jim One of them plus staff may meet their requirements Let
me know Thanks


wrote
Hi Gloria sorry this took so long but we sure have some busy
people Some good dates for us in October to meet with Steve
Murawski and Jim Lecky regarding loggerhead turtles are Oct
1112 13 27 28 and 29 It would be really great


but not imperative if Eric cold be
there too even for a part of it Again we need a solid hour
to make a presentation and discuss Do any of these


work for you all
Thanks Gloria personally I dont know how you


deal with


scheduling all the time you must be a genius at this it
drives me nuts


thanks
Glenn


Glenn Roger Delaney
601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 900 South Building
Washington DC 20004
202 434 8220
202 639 8817 fax


David Cottingham
Chief Division of Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation
NMFS Office of Protected Resources


phone 301 713 2322 ext 101
fax 301 427 2522











From John Mitchell


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc David Cottinaham David Bernhart Michael Barnette Jack H Forrester Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
Date Friday November 05 2010 123903 PM
Attachments JohnMitchellvcf


Alexis From Pascagoulasperspective I think youve covered the
results of our TEDs compliance scoping trips very well It might help
to add that during these trips fishers even those found non compliant
were very cognizant of the TED technical requirements JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi All Southern Shrimp Alliance is coming to meet with Eric Schwaab
on Monday They are coming about the loggerhead listing However
given that they talk about TEDs reducing anthropogenic mortality in
their comments I took the opportunity to put in the background of the
briefing paper our issues with TEDs compliance in the Southeast I
dont expect Eric to actually speak to that but figured he should be
aware of that and the impending skimmer rule and Shrimp BIOP Please
review and send comment by 3pm tomorrow I have to send this upstairs
by COB tomorrow and it just got dropped in my lap yesterday Thanks A


Subject
Fwd Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
From


David Cottingham DavidCottingham@noaagov
Date


Wed 03 Nov 2010 162714 0400
To


Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


To


Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Original Message
Subject Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
Date Wed 03 Nov 2010 155539 0400
From Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov
To Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov
CC Steve Murawski SteveMurawski@noaagov Beth Lumsden


BethLumsden@noaagov Heather Sagar HeatherSagar@NoaaGov Jim


Lecky JimLecky@noaagov Helen Golde HelenGoldenoaagov
Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Therese Conant


ThereseConantnoaagovAbbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
Samuel Rauch SamuelRauch@noaagov Deb Lambert


DebLambert@noaagov David Cottingham DavidCottingham@noaagov
References 4CADF0D16060805@Noaagov 4CAF4A8F1090004@Noaagov


Attached is background provided by the Southern Shrimp Alliance for
the November 8 meeting A prebrief will be held in Erics office at







230 PR please send me a 3things memo by COB Friday November 5
Thanks


Gloria Thompson wrote
This meeting is confirmed from 3004OOpm on Monday November 8
Room 14836 Tasker and prebrief info will come out shortly Thanks


Gloria Thompson wrote
Would November 8 at 230 or 300 work for everyone to accommodate
the Southern Shrimp Alliances request to meet on loggerhead sea
turtles Weve been trying to schedule this meeting for some time
Thanks


Original Message
Subject Re meeting request
Date Mon 27 Sep 2010 135423 0400 EDT
From


To GloriaThompson @noaagov


Hi Gloria


I presented options and they came back with try November to get
them both


So please dont get annoyed with my persistence but please let me
know if there are any dates in November that Steve and Jim can both
accommodate


thank you for your patience Gloria
Glenn


Glenn Roger Delaney
601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 900 South Building
Washington DC 20004
202 434 8220
202 639 8817 fax


In a message dated927201084001 AM Eastern Daylight Time
GloriaThompson@noaagov writes


Glenn due to travel schedules it is going to be difficult to
get Murawski and Lecky together Does the Alliance have a
strong preference on who they want at the meeting Steve or


Jim One of them plus staff may meet their requirements Let
me know Thanks


wrote
Hi Gloria sorry this took so long but we sure have some busy
people Some good dates for us in October to meet with Steve
Murawski and Jim Lecky regarding loggerhead turtles are Oct
1112 13 27 28 and 29


It would be really great but not imperative if Eric cold be
there too even for a part of it Again we need a solid hour
to make a presentation and discuss















Do any of these work for you all


Thanks Gloria personally I dont know how you deal with
scheduling all the time you must be a genius at this it
drives me nuts


thanks


Glenn


Glenn Roger Delaney
601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 900 South Building
Washington DC 20004
202 434 8220
202 639 8817 fax


David Cottingham
Chief Division of Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation
NMFS Office of Protected Resources


phone 301 713 2322 ext 101
fax 301 427 2522
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Heather Blouah David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Michael Barnette
Cc Barbara Schroeder Helen GoIde David Cottinaham


Subject Copy of 3 Things You Must Know Memo for Eric Schwaab
Date Friday November 05 201035616 PM
Attachments 3 thinasschwaabsouthernshrimoalliance doc


Hi Heather
On Monday Eric will have a meeting with the Southern Shrimp


Alliance They have requested the meeting largely to discuss the
Loggerhead listing FPR was tasked with developing the briefing paper
and did so in consultation with SERO PRD and SEC Pascagoula Given that
this is the shrimpers we took the opportunity to include in the
background document some of the recent enforcement issues in the
Southeast regarding shrimp fisheries Carrie asked that I make sure you
have a copy of this in case Sam or Eric decides to touch base with Roy
about this at some point Please let us know if you have any questions
or concerns Cheers Alexis







MEETING WITH SOUTHERN SHRIMP ALLIANCE


DATE November 4 2010
TIME 300 PM to 400 PM


LOCATION 14636


FROM Jim Lecky Director Office ofProtected Resources


PURPOSE


To discuss loggerhead sea turtles and the proposed uplisting


THREE THINGS YOU MUST KNOW


The Southern Shrimp Alliance is concerned about the proposed designation of nine distinct
population segments for Loggerhead sea turtles as well as the proposed uplisting ofNorth
Pacific and Northwest Atlantic Loggerhead sea turtles from threatened to endangered
The comment period for the Northwest Atlantic Loggerhead proposed rule closed on
September 13 2010 Thus NMFS is no longer taking any comments and since we are in the
rulemaking process we cannot provide any information to the public about the nature of the
Final Rule


NMFS Office of Law Enforcement and Southeast Center Harvesting Systems Branch have
found evidence of lack of compliance with the existing Turtle Excluder Device TED rules
At the same time the Southeast Region has reinitiated consultation of the Southeast Shrimp
Fishery The bycatch estimate is being updated which will influence the Incidental Take
Statement The Reasonable and Prudent Measures will likely call for increased enforcement
and prosecution Southern Shrimp Alliancesassistance in ensuring the compliance of their
members and the Gulf states would be very helpful


BACKGROUND


Southern Shrimp Alliance represents shrimp fishermen and processors in Alabama Florida
Georgia Louisiana Mississippi North Carolina South Carolina and Texas
Southern Shrimp Alliance submitted detailed comments on the proposed designation of nine
distinct population segments and proposed uplisting of the Northwest Atlantic and North
Pacific Loggerheads The Southern Shrimp Alliance does not support the DPS designation or
the uplisting
Southern Shrimp Alliancescomments include concerns about the models used the data
used and the interpretation of the DPS policy by NMFS and FWS
Southern Shrimp Alliance cites in their comments that improvements ofTurtle Excluder
Devices TEDs has reduced sea turtle mortality
NMFS has found significant compliance issues in the Southeast shrimp fisheries During the
opening of the Texas shrimp season in July 2010 NMFS gear specialists found that 8 of the
11 boats observedinspected had compliance issues angles flap openings etc The most
egregious case involved a naked net ie no TED in a bait shrimp trawler In Louisiana the
state law prohibits the enforcement of the Federal law on TEDs There NMFS gear
specialists found that 26 of the 29 vessels observed had compliance issues The compliance
issues in Louisiana were much more severe than in Texas In Louisiana at least three of
boats seen had no TEDS others had the flaps sewn shut and others had very severe angles
that would have prevented turtles from escaping from the trawl net Further NMFS gear







specialists observed a least a 3 to 1 ratio of skimmer and butterfly net trawlers to otter
trawlers Skimmers and butterfly net trawlers are not currently required to use TEDS SERO
is drafting a regulation to require TEDS in these fisheries in part due to the large number of
strandings observed during the Oil Spill indicating lack of compliance with the current tow
time requirements Finally Georgia recently reported on their 2010 TEDS compliance in
coastal waters For 2010 they had 47 compliance 14 out of 30 vessels boarded Most of
the violations involved angles and openings
When NMFS gear specialists talked to shrimpers about the existing TED regulations all of
them knew what the specifications were regardless of whether they were complying with
them or not


TEDS are important sea turtle bycatch reduction devices but if the angles exceed 55 degrees
and if the flapsopenings do not meet the required specifications then sea turtles will not be
able to escape
Department of State recently lifted the embargo on wildcaught shrimp from Mexico After
our domestic inspections this year NMFS gear specialists have determined that we no longer
meet the international standard that we have held other countries too This creates a very big
liability for the United States as it provides a basis for another country to take us back to the
World Trade Organization for applying a nontariff trade barrier since we are applying a
different standard to their product versus our own domestic product Malaysia India and
Thailand previously took us to World Trade Organization over our Shrimp Turtle law
101162


PARTICIPANTS


Samuel Rauch Deputy Assistant Administrator for Regulatory Programs
Steve Murawski Chief Scientist


Jim Lecky Director Office of Protected Resources
David Cottingham Division Chief Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles Division


PRESS PLAN


NONE


ATTACHMENTS


NONE


Prepared by Alexis T Gutierrez NOAA Fisheries Service FPR 301 713 2322 x158







From David Bernhart


To Michael Barnette


Cc Alexis Gutierrez Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
Date Friday November 05 201041526 PM


Thanks Mike


Raising the La enforcement question is a really good idea


I checked with Roy and he has heard support from other SSA folks for
the skimmer trawl rule So if the question gets teed up right it would
be good to hear that they support or at least dont object to
regulating skimmer trawls


DB


Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Alexis


Perhaps you should mention that SER is drafting a proposed rule
requiring TED use for skimmer trawls not only due to elevated
strandings but information from enforcement and others indicating
there is a lack of compliance with the required tow time requirement
in lieu of TEDs Also a board member from SSA indicated his
enthusiastic support with a TED requirement in the skimmer trawl
fishery I am not sure we SER can get a position on this issue from
the entire SSA in time for Erics meeting but we will be soliciting
one ASAP


While its kind of a tangent to the meetingscore discussion perhaps
it would be beneficial for Eric to ask SSAs assistance in getting LA
to reverse their position on TED enforcement Its been 30 years
long past time for LA to wake up Especially since one of the SSA
guys confirmed turtles are seasonally abundant just off the Chandeleur
Islands


Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi All Southern Shrimp Alliance is coming to meet with Eric Schwaab
on Monday They are coming about the loggerhead listing However
given that they talk about TEDs reducing anthropogenic mortality in
their comments I took the opportunity to put in the background of
the briefing paper our issues with TEDs compliance in the Southeast
I dont expect Eric to actually speak to that but figured he should
be aware of that and the impending skimmer rule and Shrimp BIOP
Please review and send comment by 3pm tomorrow I have to send this
upstairs by COB tomorrow and it just got dropped in my lap yesterday
Thanks A


Subject
Fwd Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
From


David Cottingham DavidCottinghamnoaagov







Date


Wed 03 Nov 2010 162714 0400
To


Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


To


Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Original Message
Subject Re Meeting Request Southern Shrimp Alliance
Date Wed 03 Nov 2010 155539 0400
From Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov
To Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov
CC Steve Murawski SteveMurawski @noaagov Beth Lumsden
BethLumsden@noaagov Heather Sagar HeatherSagar@NoaaGov Jim


Lecky JimLecky@noaagov Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Therese Conant
ThereseConant@noaagov Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
Samuel Rauch SamuelRauch@noaagov Deb Lambert


DebLambert@noaagov David Cottingham DavidCottingham @noaagov
References 4CADFOD16060805@Noaagov 4CAF4A8F1090004@Noaagov


Attached is background provided by the Southern Shrimp Alliance for
the November 8 meeting A prebrief will be held in Erics office at
230 PR please send me a 3things memo by COB Friday November
5 Thanks


Gloria Thompson wrote
This meeting is confirmed from 3004OOpm on Monday November 8
Room 14836 Tasker and prebrief info will come out shortly Thanks


Gloria Thompson wrote
Would November 8 at 230 or 300 work for everyone to accommodate
the Southern Shrimp Alliances request to meet on loggerhead sea
turtles Weve been trying to schedule this meeting for some
time Thanks


Original Message
Subject Re meeting request
Date Mon 27 Sep 2010 135423 0400 EDT
From


To GloriaThompson@noaagov


Hi Gloria


I presented options and they came back with try November to get
them both


So please dont get annoyed with my persistence but please let
me know if there are any dates in November that Steve and Jim can
both accommodate


thank you for your patience Gloria











Glenn


Glenn Roger Delaney
601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 900 South Building
Washington DC 20004
202 434 8220
202 639 8817 fax


In a message dated927201084001 AM Eastern Daylight Time
GloriaThompson@noaagov writes


Glenn due to travel schedules it is going to be difficult to
get Murawski and Lecky together Does the Alliance have a
strong preference on who they want at the meeting Steve or


Jim One of them plus staff may meet their requirements Let
me know Thanks


wrote
Hi Gloria sorry this took so long but we sure have some busy
people Some good dates for us in October to meet with Steve
Murawski and Jim Lecky regarding loggerhead turtles are Oct
1112 13 27 28 and 29 It would be really great


but not imperative if Eric cold be
there too even for a part of it Again we need a solid hour
to make a presentation and discuss Do any of these


work for you all
Thanks Gloria personally I dont know how you


deal with


scheduling all the time you must be a genius at this it
drives me nuts


thanks


Glenn


Glenn Roger Delaney
601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 900 South Building
Washington DC 20004
202 434 8220
202 639 8817 fax


David Cottingham
Chief Division of Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation
NMFS Office of Protected Resources


phone 301 713 2322 ext 101
fax 301 427 2522











From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re Copy of 3 Things You Must Know Memo for Eric Schwaab
Date Monday November 08 2010 100626 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


just re looked at this you need to change the date


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Heather
On Monday Eric will have a meeting with the Southern Shrimp


Alliance They have requested the meeting largely to discuss the
Loggerhead listing FPR was tasked with developing the briefing paper
and did so in consultation with SERO PRD and SEC Pascagoula Given
that this is the shrimpers we took the opportunity to include in the
background document some of the recent enforcement issues in the
Southeast regarding shrimp fisheries Carrie asked that I make sure
you have a copy of this in case Sam or Eric decides to touch base with
Roy about this at some point Please let us know if you have any
questions or concerns Cheers Alexis
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd TX Hot Topics Due 119
Date Monday November 08 2010 100821 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


No problem I can probably use most of what was done for Erics meeting
today with SSA


David Bernhart wrote


Hi all Pls see Heathers request
Mike will you please write or dustoff a brief paragraph on the
general TED enforcement issueCarole Allen campaign
Bob and Laura anything else for Texas
DB


Original Message
Subject TX Hot Topics Due 119
Date Fri 05 Nov 2010 092610 0400
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
To Miles Croom MilesCroom@noaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhart@noaagov Phil Steele PhilSteele@noaagov
CC Buck Sutter BuckSutternoaagovHeather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov


Good morning all I dont have any recent hot topics documents for
TX so Ive attached the most recent document weve submitted for the
Gulf AL Please send me your updatesadditionsdeletions by COB next
Tuesday 119 because Ill be out of the office the end of next week
Thank you HB


Original Message
Subject Fwd Tasker HOT Topics for Texas Due November 12
Date Thu 04 Nov 2010 221659 0400
From Buck Sutter BuckSutter@noaagov
To Heather Blough HeatherBloughnoaagov


please pass this along to our folksthank you


Buck Sutter


NMFS Deputy Regional Administrator
NOAA Regional Collaboration Team Leader


Phone 727 824 5301


Cell 727 460 7718


emailBuckSutter@noaagov


Subject
Tasker HOT Topics for TexasDue November 12







From


Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov
Date


Thu 04 Nov 2010 182228 0400
To


Roy CrabtreeRoyCrabtreenoaagovBuck Sutter
BuckSutternoaagovBonnie Ponwith BonniePonwith@noaagov Theo


Brainerd TheoBrainerd@noaagov Roger Zimmerman
RogerZimmermannoaagov


To


Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Buck Sutter


BuckSutter@noaagov Bonnie Ponwith BonniePonwith@noaagov Theo


Brainerd TheoBrainerd@noaagov Roger Zimmerman
RogerZimmerman@noaagov


Eric Schwaab will be visiting the Galveston Lab on Monday November
15 Please send me HOT topics for Texas by noon on Friday November
12 Thanks
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert Hoffman David Bernhart


Subject draft hot topic language
Date Monday November 08 2010 104018 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Turtle Excluder Device TED Compliance Issues in the Southeast Shrimp
Fishery


NMFS has found significant compliance issues in the Southeast shrimp
fishery During the opening of the Texas shrimp season in July 2010
NMFS gear specialists found that 8 of the 11 boats observed inspected
had compliance issues angles flap openings etc The most egregious
case involved a naked net ie no TED in a bait shrimp trawler In
Louisiana the state law prohibits the enforcement of the Federal law on
TEDs There NMFS gear specialists found that 26 of the 29 vessels
observed had compliance issues The compliance issues in Louisiana were
much more severe than in Texas In Louisiana at least three of boats
seen had no TEDS others had the flaps sewn shut and others had very
severe angles that would have prevented turtles from escaping from the
trawl net Further NMFS gear specialists observed a least a 3 to 1
ratio of skimmer and butterfly net trawlers to otter trawlers Skimmers
and butterfly net trawlers are not currently required to use TEDS but
must abide by alternative tow time requirements SERO is drafting a
regulation to require TEDS in the skimmer trawl fishery however in
part due to the large number of strandings observed during the Deepwater
Horizon Oil Spill that were believed to be a result of a lack of
compliance with the tow time requirements The overall lack of
compliance in the shrimp fishery potentially voids the conclusions in
the current ESA biological opinion for the fishery as well as
introduces significant liability to our program certifying foreign
shrimp imports under PL 101 162 Section 609 potentially exposing us
to numerous World Trade Organization disputes Recently numerous
environmental organizations have submitted FOIA requests regarding TED
implementation and compliance within the Southeast shrimp fishery
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From Bret D Hatawav


To Michael Barnette


Subject TED boardings
Date Monday November 08 2010 115155 AM


Hey Mike


I spoke with John M earlier about going with Dale on his upcoming TED
inspectionsboarding trip to Florida in early December I was interested
in getting more involved in that aspect of TEDs and John agreed that I
should But our lab director has send out an email to limit travel


costs John suggested that I ask you if your office could cover Dales
travel then we could cover my costs Let me know if you think you guys
could do that


Thanks
Dominy







From Bret D Hatawav


To Michael Barnette


Subject Re TED boardings
Date Monday November 08 201021204 PM


Mike


Yes I believe Jack is also going Just get back with me when you know
for sure on covering one person


Thanks
Dominy


Michael Barnette wrote


Is Jack coming too I thought Jack and Dale were coming and we would
be covering one of their costs Regardless I think we could cover
one person Let me doublecheck though
Mike


Bret D Hataway wrote
Hey Mike


I spoke with John M earlier about going with Dale on his upcoming
TED inspectionsboarding trip to Florida in early December I was
interested in getting more involved in that aspect of TEDs and John
agreed that I should But our lab director has send out an email to
limit travel costs John suggested that I ask you if your office
could cover Dales travel then we could cover my costs Let me know if
you think you guys could do that


Thanks
Dominy







From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Robert Hoffman


Subject Re draft hot topic language
Date Monday November 08 201022513 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Trimmed down a bit


Turtle Excluder Device TED Compliance Issues in the Southeast Shrimp
Fishery


NMFS has found significant compliance issues in the Southeast shrimp
fishery During the opening of the Texas shrimp season in July 2010
and in subsequent trips to Louisiana NMFS gear specialists encountered
rampant TED compliance issues Violations ranged from insufficient
escape openings and steep TED angles to sewn shut openings or no
installed TEDs which would easily result in turtle mortality
Additionally we have received information that indicates skimmer and
butterfly new trawlers are not complying with alternative tow time
restrictions we believe a significant portion of the extraordinarily
high number of strandings documented during the Deepwater Horizon Oil
Spill are a result of a lack of compliance with these tow time
requirements The overall lack of compliance in the shrimp fishery
potentially voids the conclusions in the current ESA biological opinion
for the fishery as well as introduces significant liability to our
program certifying foreign shrimp imports under PL 101 162 Section
609 potentially exposing us to numerous World Trade Organization
disputes Recently numerous environmental organizations have submitted
FOIA requests regarding TED implementation and compliance within the
Southeast shrimp fishery


David Bernhart wrote


Can you cut this down by about half


Michael Barnette wrote


Turtle Excluder Device TED Compliance Issues in the Southeast
Shrimp Fishery


NMFS has found significant compliance issues in the Southeast shrimp
fishery During the opening of the Texas shrimp season in July 2010
NMFS gear specialists found that 8 of the 11 boats observedinspected
had compliance issues angles flap openings etc The most
egregious case involved a naked net ie no TED in a bait shrimp
trawler In Louisiana the state law prohibits the enforcement of the
Federal law on TEDs There NMFS gear specialists found that 26 of
the 29 vessels observed had compliance issues The compliance issues
in Louisiana were much more severe than in Texas In Louisiana at
least three of boats seen had no TEDS others had the flaps sewn shut
and others had very severe angles that would have prevented turtles
from escaping from the trawl net Further NMFS gear specialists
observed a least a 3 to 1 ratio of skimmer and butterfly net trawlers
to otter trawlers Skimmers and butterfly net trawlers are not
currently required to use TEDS but must abide by alternative
tow time requirements SERO is drafting a regulation to require TEDS
in the skimmer trawl fishery however in part due to the large
number of strandings observed during the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill







that were believed to be a result of a lack of compliance with the
tow time requirements The overall lack of compliance in the shrimp
fishery potentially voids the conclusions in the current ESA
biological opinion for the fishery as well as introduces significant
liability to our program certifying foreign shrimp imports under PL
101 162 Section 609 potentially exposing us to numerous World Trade
Organization disputes Recently numerous environmental organizations
have submitted FOIA requests regarding TED implementation and
compliance within the Southeast shrimp fishery
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Robert Hoffman Duane Smith


Subject Re Fwd Commenting on Proposed Penalty Schedule
Date Monday November 08 201033108 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Do you happen to have the original email with the email link


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mike
Well this is welcome and very different from what I told you Pls
talk with Bob if you wanna put together an official TEDs or broader
set of endangered species comments
DB


Original Message
Subject Commenting on Proposed Penalty Schedule
Date Wed 03 Nov 2010 161749 0400
From Duane Smith DuaneSmith@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Benjamin Friedman
BenjaminFriedman@noaagov Duane Smith DuaneSmith@noaagov


David


As suspected the more the merrier on comments on the penalty
schedule My boss Ben Friedman said to just use the email link
provided on the website to comment Make it clear if you are commenting
as an individual or in your official capacity but both are most
welcome I suggest you use personal email account if commenting as an
individual


Call with any questions or concerns and thanks for your interest and
attention to this matter


Duane


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message
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From DuaneSmith


To Michael Barnette


Cc David Bernhart Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd Commenting on Proposed Penalty Schedule
Date Friday November 12 201094455 AM


Will send via SEPCOR


D


Michael Barnette wrote


Do you happen to have the original email with the email link


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mike
Well this is welcome and very different from what I told you Pls
talk with Bob if you wanna put together an official TEDs or
broader set of endangered species comments
DB


Original Message
Subject Commenting on Proposed Penalty Schedule
Date Wed 03 Nov 2010 161749 0400
From DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Benjamin Friedman
BenjaminFriedman@noaagov Duane Smith DuaneSmith@noaagov


David


As suspected the more the merrier on comments on the penalty
schedule My boss Ben Friedman said to just use the email link
provided on the website to comment Make it clear if you are
commenting as an individual or in your official capacity but both
are most welcome I suggest you use personal email account if
commenting as an individual


Call with any questions or concerns and thanks for your interest and
attention to this matter


Duane


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient







be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message







From DuaneSmith


To barnette Michael Barnette Robert Hoffman David Bernhart


Subject Fwd penalty policy news release
Date Friday November 12 201094602 AM
Attachments Penalty Policy v2 octl0docx


FYI


Original Message
Subject penalty policy news release


Date Mon 18 Oct 2010 144325 0400
From Benjamin Friedman BeniaminFriedmandnoaaaov


ReplyTo Benjamin Friedmananoaaaov
To NMFS GCEL All NMFSGCELALLanoaaaov


All


Attached is the press release that went out a short time ago announcing the posting
of the penalty policy for public comment There were of course a number of last
minute revisions that went into the policy over the weekend but not many
substantive changes Overall this was an incredible joint effort by everyone in GCEL


thank you again for coming together to get this done While I am sure that we
will get a number of sharp comments from the public I think we have created an
intelligent reasonable and easytouse policy that will improve our enforcement
efforts in the future


Thanks again for all your help


Ben


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
rliianc cmi th2no Gov


Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This e mail message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message
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Contact Connie Barclay FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


301 7132370 October 18 2010


NOAA Takes Steps to Reform Enforcement Practices
Seeks comments on draft penalty policy


As part of an ongoing effort to reform its enforcement practices NOAAs Office of
General Counsel through its Office of General Counsel for Enforcement and Litigation is
requesting public comment on a new draft penalty policy that will provide guidance to its lawyers
as they calculate civil penalties arising from cases involving individuals and companies that
violate fishing and environmental laws


The proposed policy posted on NOAAswebsite today is designed to ensure penalties
are assessed in a fair and consistent manner and that they are appropriate to a given violation


This new draft policy aided by the input of the public and fishery stakeholders during
this comment period will put us closer to our goal of an enforcement policy that is effective and
transparent said Dr Jane Lubchenco under secretary of commerce for oceans and
atmosphere and NOAA administrator Along with the other actions we have taken and the
public comments on those that are still pending I know we can create a policy that enforces
regulations fairly and protects the vast majority of fishermen who play by the rules


Under the new draft penalty policy NOAA will improve consistency at the national level
and will provide a clearer understanding of NOAAspenalty policies The proposed policy will
help NOAA to protect fisheries and natural resources consistently and effectively


When finalized the new Policy for the Assessment of Civil Administrative Penalties and
Permit Sanctions will supersede previous guidance issued by NOAAsOffice of General
Counsel


The draft policy is available electronically at
http wwwnmfsnoaa aovolepenaltvpolicvhtml and comments must be received by
December 20 Please submit written comments to


Email Penaltvpolicvannoaaaov


Fax 301 4272210


Mail Office of General Counsel for Enforcement and Litigation
NOAA


8484 Georgia Ave Suite 400
Silver Spring Md 20910
Attn Frank Sprtel


To receive a printed copy of the draft policy send a selfaddressed stamped envelope to
the above US mail address


This new policy is the latest step the agency has taken to assure fair and effective
enforcement and to protect natural resources NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement has taken
several other actions to improve its enforcement operations


Finalized its process for setting national and regional priorities based on comments
received during the National Enforcement Summit held in Washington in August Input
on specific priorities will be solicited from a wide range of stakeholders this fall and







incorporated into draft national regional priorities in January which will be released for
public comment These priorities will help guide NOAAsfuture enforcement policy


Cancelled onethird of the Office of Law Enforcementspurchase cards to better control
expenditures and ensure the purchase card process is managed consistent with all
guidelines All future purchases with the cards will be fully consistent with the new draft
asset forfeiture fund policy that was released for public comment on September 29 The
comment period on the draft asset forfeiture fund policy ends November 29


Begun work to establish a robust and effective compliance assistance program and
name a compliance liaison for New England to help the fishing industry comply with
fishery regulations To ensure the program addresses the priorities identified by its
stakeholders NOAA will discuss the program next week at the Marine Fisheries
Advisory Committee public meeting in Annapolis Md Committee members represent a
variety of stakeholders from across the country and will provide recommendations for the
compliance assistance program as well as the position description for the liaison in the
Northeast


NOAAsmission is to understand and predict changes in the Earthsenvironment from
the depths of the ocean to the surface of the sun and to conserve and manage our coastal and
marine resources Visit us at htta wwwnoaaaov or on Facebook at


http wwwfacebookcomusnoaaaov


On the Web


NOAA Enforcement Priority Setting Process
httpwwwnoaanewsnoaaaovstories2010PDFsFinal NOAA Enforcement Priority Settina


Processpdf
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Tracy Dunn Stuart Cory David Bernhart John Mitchell Michael Barnette Shannon Bettridae
Cc Phil Williams Gustavo Rubio


Subject Reminder Documentation on Enforcement Needs Due Tomorrow


Date Monday November 15 201033312 PM


Hi All This is a friendly reminder that we agreed to get our budget
planners any documentation that has been developed on our protected
species enforcement needs and the best way to address them by tomorrow
John Tracey and Shannon I believe you all have various documentation
that could serve as a basis for Gustavo and Phil Can you please
provide Thanks A







From Shannon Bettridae


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Tracy Dunn Stuart Cory David Bernhart John Mitchell Michael Barnette Phil Williams Gustavo Rubio


Subject Re Reminder Documentation on Enforcement Needs Due Tomorrow


Date Monday November 15 201050608 PM


Thanks for the reminder Alexis The wish list for assistance for
enforcement of ship speed rule and other large whale regulations that I
mentioned on the call included


Additional Enforcement Officers tasked specifically to enforce
large whale regulations
Funding to support analysis of AIS data
Funding to support GIS mapping for enforcement of ship speed rule
understanding the concerns about JEAs expressed on the call


increased funding for JEAs in the northeast


Shannon


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi All This is a friendly reminder that we agreed to get our budget
planners any documentation that has been developed on our protected
species enforcement needs and the best way to address them by
tomorrow John Tracey and Shannon I believe you all have various
documentation that could serve as a basis for Gustavo and PhD Can


you please provide Thanks A







From Michael Barnette


To Maria Holliday


Cc Robert D Stevens Marlene Menard David Bernhart Robert Hoffman


Subject FL TED inspection trip
Date Friday November 19 201034657 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Maria


Can you arrange for travel orders for December 6 9 FL TED inspections
and reservations at the following


December 6


Hampton Inn Beach BoulevardMayo Clinic Area
13733 Beach Boulevard Jacksonville FL 32224


December 7


Hampton Inn Suites Fort Myers Beach Summerlin Road


11281 Summerlin Square Blvd Fort Myers FL 33931


Travel plan is to be in Mayport December 6 for PM inspections and
possibly December 7 AM inspections drive to Ft Myers December 7
December 8 AM inspections Ft Myers and drive to St Petersburg if


there is time we may swing by SERO with Marlene for a meet and greet
December 9 AM inspections in Tarpon Springs


I will probably need to drive my POV since I may be coming direct from SC


Thanks
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To StacvBrian A


Cc Monica Allen Sara McNulty Helen Golde Barbara Schroeder David Bernhart


Subject Re Draft Sea Turtle opinion piece for Dr Lubchenco and Miss Governor
Date Wednesday December 01 2010 103112 AM
Attachments Sea Turtle Oned 113010StacvBarnetteeditsdocx


Michael Barnettevcf


I tagged some proposed edits onto Brians version
Cheers
Mike


StacyBrian A wrote
Thanks Monica here you go with some suggestions Have a safe trip


Brian


Brian A Stacy DVM PhD DACVP
NOAANMFSProtected Resources
Marine Animal Disease Laboratory
University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine
Aquatic Animal Health Program
Please use the following emails bstacy@ufledu or BrianStacy@noaagov


Original Message
From Monica Allen mailtoMonicaAllennanoaaaov
Sent Tuesday November 30 2010 522 PM
To Sara McNulty Helen Golde Barbara Schroeder StacyBrian A Michael Barnette
Subject Draft Sea Turtle opinion piece for Dr Lubchenco and Miss Governor


Hi Sara Helen Barbara and Brian
Justin Kenney just weighed in with his comments and Sara provided me with excellent edits I


incorporated these into the draft that Ive attached Please provide comments to this one I am also
looping in Michael Barnette from the Southeast who helped me earlier on with some of the enforcement
issues


I plan to go to Mississippi tomorrow so hoping youll be able to weigh in if there are major errors by
noon tomorrow


Thank you
Monica


Sara McNulty wrote


Attached are my few little comments on the document
Thanks
Sara


Helen Golde wrote


Original Message
Subject Draft Sea Turtle opinion piece for Dr Lubchenco and Miss
Governor


Date Mon 29 Nov 2010 164747 0500
From Monica Allen MonicaAllen@noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov StacyBrian A
bstacy@ufledu Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov







Hi Barbara Brian and Helen
Weve been asked to do an opinion piece for Dr Lubchenco to co sign
with Miss Gov Haley Barbour Ive not begun the process of getting
the governor aboard yet but wanted you to take a look at the early
draft of the opinion piece This would ideally go out in early
December The length is 600 650 words Ill need you to fact check
the figures Ive put in the piece as well as the overall facts
Please let me know if there is anything major missing The goal of
the piece is to make one major point and not too many so that the message gets muddied


You may have more up to date figures on


1 necropsies where drowning is likely as compared to overall necropsies


2 sea turtle releases


3 percentage of sea turtles that survived rehab I estimate 90


percent but it may be higher


Thanks for giving me your feedback on this draft It would be great
if you could give me feedback by the end of Tuesday if possible


All the best
Monica


Monica Allen


NOAA Communications External Affairs National Marine Fisheries


Service US Department of Commerce
1315 East West Highway
Room 14502


Silver Spring Md 20910
Tel 301 713 2370
Fax 301 713 1452
Cell 202 3796693
Email monicaallen@noaagov
Join us on Facebook wwwfacebookcomnoaalubchenco


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108


Sara McNulty
NOAANMFS
Office of Protected Resources


1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910
p 301 713 2322 x125
c 781 420 1339


f 301 713 4060







Monica Allen
NOAA Communications External Affairs


National Marine Fisheries Service


US Department of Commerce
1315 East West Highway
Room 14502


Silver Spring Md 20910
Tel 301 713 2370
Fax 301 713 1452
Cell 202 379 6693
E mail monicaallen@noaagov
Join us on Facebook wwwfacebookcomnoaalubchenco







Oil Spill Clarifies Map for Sea Turtle Recovery


Sea turtles have roamed the oceans for millions of years However in the course of just a few
decades fishing development and pollution have driven their populations to dangerously low
levels


And then along came the BP oil spill


Marine biologists feared that the spill would be catastrophic for sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico
And for good reasons Five of the worlds seven species of sea turtles live in the Gulf and the
spill coincided with their nesting season For one species Kemps ridley the gulf is the only
known nesting ground


For many living in the Gulf and around the country these charismatic animals became the
public face of the BP oil spill An allout effort was needed to save as many sea turtles as we
could


It will take many years if not decades to fully understand the longterm impact of the spill on
seas turtles And there is no question many sea turtles died especially younger ones But
thanks to an aggressive effort to capture and rehabilitate sea turtles and significant help from
Mother Nature we are already seeing encouraging Signs Comment mcbl of what What signs This


statement is kind of open ended with no


NOAA the Gulf states and many nonprofit partners teamed up to rescue more than 400 sea
connectivity later in the article


turtles from oiled waters and take them to aquariums and other facilities for deoiling and


rehabilitation Charter fishermen from the Gulf coast assisted biologists and veterinarians


locating sargassum algae habitat where turtles might be found in oil


NOAA and the Gulf states also assisted the US Fish and Wildlife Service and other partners to


move more than 25000 sea turtle eggs from the northern Gulf shoreline to the Atlantic coast of


Florida to prevent hatchlings from entering oiled waters NOAA state wildlife agencies and
other partners also collected dead stranded sea turtles to analyze to determine when possible
their cause of death


In August more than a month after the well was finally capped we released the first
rehabilitated sea turtles into Gulf waters with healthy habitat Of the more than 400 sea turtles


brought into rehabilitation more than 96 percent have survived Over 300 of these turtles have


I been released back into recovered habitat in waters off Louisiana Mississippi and Florida
While some turtles have more severe injuries and require a longer rehabilitation we expect that
all the turtles will be returned to the wild


While nearly all the sea turtles rescued from Gulf waters were h avily or modcratclyvisibly tiled I Comment bast These data have not been
most of the dead stranded sea turtles did not have any viciblc cvidcncc ofobservable oil on their l analyzed I would keep it general


bodies Necropsies autopsies on animals on more than half of 600 carcasses point to the
possibility that a majority may have drowned irihrim fic1 g ardue to fisheryrelated Comment mcb3 We want to be careful


implicating all shrimpers There is also a crab trawl


interactionsl The primary evidence is that shrimp and fish not a natural part of turtle diets fishery that operates in MS Sound


wereas found in their digestive tracts land by exclusion of natural causes of mortality for many of I Comment mcb4 And lack of oil Need to
the stranded turtles emphasize this point


Comment bas5 This can be reworded but
exclusion is an important part







Turtle excluder devices TEDs which consist of a arid and an escape opening that exclude sea


turtles from a trawl net are required in most shrimp fisheries TEDs have proven to be highly


effective at reducing sea turtle bvcatch when properly installed and maintained however


shrimp skimmer trawls are currently allowed to operate under a tow time exemption


Regardless these TED requirements and tow time limits are not adequately enforced in all Gulf


lwatersl Comment mcb6 This issue goes beyond LA
regulations preventing TED enforcement


When NOAA became aware that a large number of stranded turtles may have drowned as a
result of fisheryrelated interactions the agency alerted state marine resource officials which


prompted the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources to issue a rule in June to further


restrict limit the time shrimp skimmer trawlsncto could be towed to help prevent sea turtles from


being caught and drowning The high level of turtle strandinas also prompted NOM to explore


potential rulemakina to require TEDs in the shrimp skimmer trawl fishery The heightened


scrutiny of the Gulf of Mexico during the oil spill brought to light the importance of strong


cooperation between NOAA the Gulf states and the fishing industry to address the significant
ongoing problem of sea turtles drowning in fishing operations


Turtle cxcluder deviccs a grid cewn into fiahir rek with an opening for turticc to swimswina4ree


arc required in many shrimp fisheries But enforcement is not requiredthe reauircmcnt isnet
enforced in all Gulf state watwd TELSax rot red ir the ckimmertraxl shrimp Ea y Comment bas7 it is for required fisheriesjust


althcvgh turtle cxcluder devices have proven to be morc effective then lire en vvtimes not enforced by LA


As NOAA and the states continue to assess the natural resources damaged by the spill we are


gaining a much clearer map of the important pathways to recovery for sea turtles The fishing
community has played a prominent role in the past in developing gear and techniques to
prevent sea turtles from being unintentionally caught These animals which are already


endangered require our strong collective efforts for their long term recovery The recovery of
sea turtle populations is essential to the Gulfs overall restoration
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Dennis Klemm Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Outreach Strategy Conversation 10am eastern Today
Date Thursday December 09 2010 100630 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Possible but anyones guess these days I need to get the final TED
mod rules out of the door first and I am still waiting on more data
from SEFSC


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike
Sorry to hear but I completely understand So the skimmer rule is


going to beat the Strategy rule to the FR now right A


Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Alexis


As I have two other TED rule packages demanding my attention I am
going to withdraw from Strategy Rule activities It did not make
much sense to have two SER folks working on this exercise with only
one from the NER even less now that skimmers have been moved


forward and there is little SE action left on the table


FWIW I traveled with Dale Stevens to conduct some dockside courtesy
TED inspections in FL I will be sending out a memorandum detailing
those findings later today
Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi All This is friendly reminder that we are chatting about the
outreach strategy draft attached for the phase I rule today at
10am eastern The call in is below Thanks A


1866 640 8178 4341501







beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard


file ClDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertMichael Barnette 115vcf1528201140832 PM







From Monica Allen


To Michael Barnette


Cc Robert D Stevens


Subject Re MS turtle editorial


Date Thursday December 09 201031702 PM
Attachments Sea Turtle Oned12910docx


Hi Mike
I greatly value your perspective on this piece I took out the offending
sentences and restored the TEDs paragraph in the location you had
recommended The reason I had woven it in was that I did not think it


flowed that well as edited But I realize that in doing this I had left
out some key nuances that you pointed out to me
You will notice that I have tried to eliminate phrases such as tow time
exemption and instead explain this more for a lay audience I also do
not use fishery interaction because that does not mean anything and
leaves a member of the general public guessing The reader needs to know
what Im saying are animals drowning Id love it if youd take
another look and let me know if there is any inaccuracies or glaring
problems
Please understand that I have to make this very clear to readers who
have never heard of a TED or a skimmer trawl or a tow time limit


Thank you
Monica


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Monica


IMHO this version is a bit more awkward than the edited one
circulating a week or so ago attached I personally believe an
introductory paragraph on TEDs like the one I suggested would read
better and aid in reader interpretation Also the truncation of
suggested language should be reconsidered For example you changed


The high level of turtle strandings also prompted NOM to explore
potential rulemaking to require TEDs in the shrimp skimmer trawl
fishery


to


The high level of turtle strandings also prompted NOAA to consider a
rule that would require turtle excluder devices


I personally believe you really need to be careful with this piece as
it could very easily have a negative PR effect You need to clarify
and specify that we are focused on skimmer trawls at every
opportunity otherwise you will have every shrimper in the GOM pissed
off I think some shrimpers door shrimpers would be our ally in
regard to rulemaking for skimmer trawls but if you cast a broad
brush even unintentionally that partnership may evaporate


I also dont think you will find any active shrimper who would sign
off on this piece especially with the recently added language


Fishermen have shown that when these tools are used effectively they
help fishermen as well as turtles


With the very thin margins that most shrimpers are working with







currently I dont think any shrimper would publicly state to their
peers that TEDs help fishermen They may admit that to us privately
but putting that in black and white now would not be a wise move on
their part


Respectfully
Mike


Monica Allen wrote


Hi Mike and Dale
Here is the latest version I had hoped to have Haley Barbour be a
cosigner with Dr Lubchenco but the state decided to pass on this
Then I reached out to the fisherman you suggested Ricky Brown of the
Beau Rivage I realize it may not be possible to have a fisherman
agree to sign this and we do not want to gloss over the facts to
achieve that I would appreciate Dales and your comments on the
latest draft I know youve already commented on an earlier version
If you think there is anyway to convince a fisherman to join this
please let me know Or if you think it best for Lubchenco to submit
it on her own I value your guidance
Thank you
Monica


Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Monica


Dale Stevens just called me we are traveling together doing TED
outreach and mentioned the opinion article Could you email me the
most recent version so he can take a look at it We are now on the


road to Fort Myers from Mayport so he wont be able to respond
until tonight
Cheers
Mike


Michael C Barnette


Monica Allen


NOM Communications External Affairs


National Marine Fisheries Service


US Department of Commerce
1315 East West Highway
Room 14502


Silver Spring Md 20910
Tel 301 713 2370
Fax 301 713 1452
Cell 202 379 6693
E mail monicaallen@noaagov
Join us on Facebook wwwfacebookcomnoaalubchenco







DRAFT Dec 8 2010


Oil Spill Clarifies Road Map for Sea Turtle Recovery


Sea turtles have roamed the oceans for millions of years However in the course of just a few
decades fishing development and pollution have driven their populations to dangerously low
levels


And then along came the Deepwater HorizonBP oil spill


Marine biologists feared the spill would be catastrophic for sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico And
for good reasons Five of the worlds seven species of sea turtles live in the Gulf and the spill
coincided with nesting season for two of those species the loggerhead and Kemps ridley sea
turtles For the Kemps ridley the Gulf is the only known nesting ground


For many living in the Gulf and around the country these charismatic animals became the
public face of the oil spill An extraordinary effort was needed to save as many sea turtles as
possible


It will take many years if not decades to fully understand the long term impact of the spill on sea
turtles And there is no question many died especially younger sea turtles But thanks to an
aggressive effort to capture and rehabilitate oiled sea turtles and the final capping of the well
the situation in the Gulf is improving


NOAA the Gulf states and many nonprofit partners teamed up to rescue more than 400 sea
turtles from oiled waters and take them to aquariums and other facilities for deoiling and
rehabilitation Charter fishermen from the Gulf coast assisted biologists and veterinarians
locating Sargassum algae habitat where turtles might be found in oil


NOAA and the Gulf states also helped the US Fish and Wildlife Service and other partners to


move more than 25000 sea turtle eggs from the northern Gulf shoreline to the Atlantic coast of
Florida to prevent hatchlings from entering oiled waters NOAA state wildlife agencies and
other partners also collected dead stranded sea turtles to determine when possible their cause
of death


In August more than a month after the well was finally capped we released the first
rehabilitated sea turtles into Gulf waters with healthy habitat Of the more than 400 sea turtles


brought into rehabilitation more than 96 percent have survived Over 300 of these turtles have
been released back into healthy surface habitat in waters off Louisiana Mississippi and Florida


Some turtles with more severe injuries will take longer to rehabilitate but we expect that all the
turtles will be returned to the wild


While nearly all the rescued sea turtles were visibly oiled most of the dead stranded sea turtles


had no observable oil on their bodies and were in good health prior to their death Necropsies
autopsies on animals on more than half of 600 carcasses of turtles point to the possibility that


many may have drowned in fishing gear The primary evidence that fishing gear was involved is
that shrimp and fish not a natural part of turtle diets were found in the turtles digestive
tracts And natural causes of death were ruled out







Turtle excluder devices which consist of a grid and an escape opening that keeps turtles from


being caught are required in most shrimp fisheries TEDs have proven to be highly effective at
reducing the unintentional catch of sea turtles when they are properly installed and maintained


However shrimp skimmer trawls are currently exempt from using TEDs and are instead


required to limit their tow times TED requirements and tow time limits are not adequately
enforced in all Gulf waters


When NOAA became aware that a number of stranded turtles may have drowned as a result of
interactions with fishing operations the agency alerted state marine resource officials This


prompted the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources to issue a rule on June 18 to further


restrict the time shrimp skimmer trawls could be towed to help prevent sea turtles from being


caught The high level of turtle strandings also prompted NOAA to explore potential rulemaking
to require turtle excluder devices in the shrimp skimmer trawl fishery


As NOAA and the Gulf states continue to assess the natural resources damaged by the spill we
are gaining a clearer map of the important pathways to recovery for sea turtles The fishing


community has played a prominent role in the past in developing gear and techniques that


prevent sea turtles from being unintentionally caught while allowing for effective fishing


Our collective efforts to rescue and rehabilitate sea turtles made a difference during the oil spill
This same cooperation will help in our shared goal of long term recovery of the populations of


these endangered animals for the long term health of the Gulf of Mexico







From Michael Barnette


To Robert D Stevens


Cc John Mitchell


Subject draft FL TED inspection report
Date Thursday December 09 201035044 PM
Attachments December 2010 FL TED inspection renortdoc


Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Dale


Attached is my draft memo While I originally suggested putting both
our names on it I now am thinking it best to submit it solo following
the good cop bad cop game plan I still want to make sure we are on
the same page though in regard to the observations so let me know what
you think of the draft
You guys have been preaching about these deficiencies long enough so I
am happy to take some flak for a while That being said I dont think
the situation is as bad as Texas or Louisiana but still far from perfect
Also do you know the last name of Don the net guy at Fort Myers I
meant to get a card or contact info from Don but forgot to do so
Cheers
Mike
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of Compliance with Turtle Excluder Device
Requirements in Florida


DATE December XX 2010


Introduction


On December 68 I joined Dale Stevens Southeast Fisheries Science CentersPascagoula Lab
Harvesting Branch in Mayport and Fort Myers Florida to evaluate compliance with turtle
excluder device TED requirements in the shrimp fishery The evaluations were conducted
dockside and only after obtaining permission from the vessel captain andor owner we made it
clear we were not law enforcement and were conducting courtesy inspections to assist fishermen
with TED installation and performance


Summary of Findings


December 6


CAPT TREY we inspected the two portside nets of this vessel one of which utilized a single
cover escape opening flap while the other employed a doublecover escape opening flap both
TED grids were bent bar frames rigged in a bottom opening configuration The net rigged with a
singleflap escape opening had the grid installed at 55 degrees and 26 inch side cuts but only
possessed a 61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum The net rigged with a doublecover
escape opening had the grid installed at 64 degrees 55 degrees maximum 22inch side cuts
and an 18 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch maximum The captain
mentioned the vessel was boarded a couple months ago by the US Coast Guard but he stated
the boarding crew only checked the TED angle and neglected to inspect the various required
measurements


As we arrived late in the day and the weather forecast was expected to preclude any fishing in
the near term the CAPT TREY was the only vessel we found in port with their crew aboard
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However we did take the opportunity to walk the docks to conduct a quick visual survey of the
other trawlers in Mayport The following documents our visual observations
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QUEEN B one net was rigged with bentbar TED in a bottom opening configuration with a
doublecover escape opening an illegal chaffing flap was installed over the doublecover escape
opening


December 7


We met with Gerald Pack owner of Safe Harbor Seafood Company to discuss TED
requirements and offer our assistance in addressing installation or performance issues Due to
our preliminary observations that we shared with Mr Pack we also offered to conduct a TED
workshop at Mayport in earlymid January Mr Pack was supportive of this idea and stated he
would get the word out to local fishermen
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JENNIFER ANN We met the captain of the JENNIFER ANN at Safe Harbor Seafood
Company who gave his permission to board the boat and evaluate his TEDs which he stated
were perfect Both portside nets were rigged with bentbar grids installed in a bottom opening
configuration fitted with doublecover escape opening flaps One net had a grid installed at 55
degrees but had a 20 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch maximum The
other net only a 14 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels but the grid was installed at
63 degrees 55 degrees maximum


December 8


We met with Grant Erickson coowner of Erickson and Jenson Seafood as well as the local
netTED installer Don last name


PERSEVERANCE I as with most boats we observed in Fort Myers this vessel was rigged with
large bentbar TED grids installed in a bottom opening configuration Portside net 1 had its grid
installed at 59 degrees 55 degrees maximum with 31 inch side cuts but only a 63 inch leading
edge cut 71 inch minimum the escape opening measured 72 inches Portside net 2 was
installed at 55 degrees with 30inch side cuts but an insufficient leading edge cut of 61 inches
71 inch minimum Also the grid was damaged resulting in a bar spacing of475 inches in the
middle of the grid It was noted the nylon webbing of the trawl net was heavily dipped which
made the mesh extremely stiff and hard to stretch


We also met with Steve Gala coowner of Trico Shrimp Company Trico also utilizes Don last
name as their TED installer


OLE BETTS SEA rigged with bentbar TED grids installed in a bottom opening configuration
with singlecover escape opening flaps The portside net TED grid was installed at 54 degrees
with 32inch side cuts and a 75 inch leading edge cut The TED grid in starboard net 1 was
installed at 55 degrees with 28 inch side cuts but with only a 60inch leading edge cut 71 inch
minimum The grid in starboard net 1 also had a bent bar resulting in 5 inch bar spacing The
TED grid in starboard net 2 was installed at 54 degrees with 35 inch side cuts but with only a
61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum As with the net observed aboard
PERSEVERANCE I the webbing aboard this vessel was also heavily dipped and extremely stiff
which may be compromising its ability to stretch to the 71 inch minimum


Discussion


Prior to our inspection trip we
anticipated high compliance rates in
Florida due to enforcement efforts from


the US Coast Guard the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission
and NOAA Fisheries It should be noted


T
the Mayport shrimp docks are
immediately adjacent to US Coast
Guard Station Mayport image at right







which should facilitate inspection efforts However we found significant issues with the few
vessels we were able to evaluate Furthermore we noted potentially small escape openings and
steep TED angles on several vessels we were unable to board and inspect ie unverified
Conversely vessels at Fort Myers appeared to be much more consistent and closer to being in
complete compliance though deficiencies were still noted This consistency in TED installation
at Fort Myers can be attributed to the work of a single netTED installer who was fluent with the
TED requirements He did note the difficulty in communicating with vessel captainscrews who
demanded their TED grids be installed at high angles eg 65 degrees due to the likelihood of
the webbing stretching over time and the grid losing angle Dale Stevens discussed this
commonly encountered issue in detail with Don last name and suggested a move to
Sapphire webbing which does not stretch as much as nylon webbing


These findings indicate that low TED compliance is not confined to the western Gulf of Mexico
as documented in a July 2010 report for Texas and an August 2010 report filed for Louisiana but
likely plagues the entire southeastern shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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From John Mitchell


To Michael Barnette


Cc Robert D Stevens


Subject Re draft FL TED inspection report
Date Thursday December 09 201052025 PM


Hi Mike Great report I esp like the Mayport photo showing the
proximity of illegal TEDs to the USCG stationI wonder if they have
ever been checked The net guy in Fort Meyers in Don Dinh JM


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Dale


Attached is my draft memo While I originally suggested putting both
our names on it I now am thinking it best to submit it solo
following the good cop bad cop game plan I still want to make
sure we are on the same page though in regard to the observations so
let me know what you think of the draft
You guys have been preaching about these deficiencies long enough so
I am happy to take some flak for a while That being said I dont
think the situation is as bad as Texas or Louisiana but still far
from perfect
Also do you know the last name of Don the net guy at Fort Myers I
meant to get a card or contact info from Don but forgot to do so
Cheers
Mike







From Robert D Stevens


To Michael Barnette


Cc John Mitchell


Subject Re draft FL TED inspection report
Date Friday December 10 201093956 AM
Attachments Robert D Stevensvcf


That looks good to me Tells it as it was Tracy may not like it too
much Bet he wont smile and


wave at you as he did when we walked in the door on Wednesday


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Dale


Attached is my draft memo While I originally suggested putting both
our names on it I now am thinking it best to submit it solo
following the good cop bad cop game plan I still want to make
sure we are on the same page though in regard to the observations so
let me know what you think of the draft
You guys have been preaching about these deficiencies long enough so
I am happy to take some flak for a while That being said I dont
think the situation is as bad as Texas or Louisiana but still far
from perfect
Also do you know the last name of Don the net guy at Fort Myers I
meant to get a card or contact info from Don but forgot to do so
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc John Mitchell Robert D Stevens Tracy Dunn Hal Robbins Jack H Forrester Duane Smith Alexis Gutierrez
Barbara Schroeder Robert Hoffman Menard Marlene M Hoaan David F OESI


Subject Assessment of Compliance with Turtle Excluder Device Requirements in Florida
Date Friday December 10 2010 11849 PM
Attachments December 2010 FL TED inspection reportpdf


Michael Barnettevcf


All


Please find attached my report from recent TED inspections in Mayport
and Fort Myers Florida
Cheers
Mike
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of Compliance with Turtle Excluder Device
Requirements in Florida


DATE December 10 2010


Introduction


On December 68 I joined Dale Stevens Southeast Fisheries Science CentersPascagoula Lab
Harvesting Branch in Mayport and Fort Myers Florida to evaluate compliance with turtle
excluder device TED requirements in the shrimp fishery The evaluations were conducted
dockside and only after obtaining permission from the vessel captain andor owner we made it
clear we were not law enforcement and were conducting courtesy inspections to assist fishermen
with TED installation and performance


Summary of Findings


December 6


CAPT TREY we inspected the two port side nets of this vessel one of which utilized a single
cover escape opening flap while the other employed a doublecover escape opening flap both
TED grids were bent bar frames rigged in a bottom opening configuration The net rigged with a
singlecover escape opening had the grid installed at 55 degrees and had 26inch side cuts but
only possessed a 61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum The net rigged with a double
cover escape opening had the grid installed at 64 degrees 55 degrees maximum and with 22
inch side cuts but had an 18 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch
maximum The captain mentioned the vessel was boarded a couple months ago by the US
Coast Guard but he stated the boarding crew only checked the TED angle and neglected to
inspect the various required measurements


As we arrived late in the day and the weather forecast was expected to preclude any fishing in
the near term the CAPT TREY was the only vessel we found in port with their crew aboard
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However we did take the opportunity to walk the docks to conduct a quick visual survey of the
other trawlers in Mayport The following documents our visual observations
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JOEBIP small shrimp trawler
rigged with 025inch stainless steel
straightbar grids that appeared to
be installed at an extremely steep
angle image below right
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QUEEN B one net was rigged with bentbar TED in a bottom opening configuration with a
doublecover escape opening an illegal chaffing flap was installed over the doublecover escape
opening


December 7


We met with Gerald Pack owner of Safe Harbor Seafood Company to discuss IED
requirements and offer our assistance in addressing installation or performance issues Due to
our preliminary observations that we shared with Mr Pack we also offered to conduct a TED
workshop at Mayport in earlymid January Mr Pack was supportive of this idea and stated he
would get the word out to local fishermen
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JENNIFER ANN We met the captain of the JENNIFER ANN at Safe Harbor Seafood
Company who gave us his permission to board his boat and evaluate his TEDs which he stated
were perfect Both port side nets were rigged with bentbar grids installed in a bottom opening
configuration fitted with doublecover escape opening flaps One net had a grid installed at 55
degrees but had a 20 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch maximum The
other net had only a 14inch overlap between the two escape flap panels but the grid was
installed at 63 degrees 55 degrees maximum


December 8


We met with Grant Erickson coowner of Erickson and Jenson Seafood as well as with the local
netTED installer Don Dinh


PERSEVERANCE I as with most boats we observed in Fort Myers this vessel was rigged with
large bentbar TED grids installed in a bottomopening configuration Port side net 1 had its
grid installed at 59 degrees 55 degrees maximum with 31 inch side cuts but only had a 63 inch
leading edge cut 71 inch minimum the escape opening measured 72 inches Port side net 2
was installed at 55 degrees with 30 inch side cuts but had an insufficient leading edge cut of 61
inches 71 inch minimum Also the grid was damaged resulting in a bar spacing of475 inches
in the middle of the grid It was noted the nylon webbing of the trawl net was heavily dipped
which made the mesh extremely stiff and hard to stretch


We also met with Steve Gala coowner of Trico Shrimp Company Trico also utilizes Don Dinh
as their TED installer


OLE BETTS SEA rigged with bentbar TED grids installed in a bottom opening configuration
with singlecover escape opening flaps The port side net TED grid was installed at 54 degrees
with 32inch side cuts and a 75 inch leading edge cut The TED grid in starboard side net 1
was installed at 55 degrees with 28 inch side cuts but only had a 60inch leading edge cut 71
inch minimum The grid in starboard side net 1 also had a bent bar resulting in 5 inch bar
spacing The TED grid in starboard side net 2 was installed at 54 degrees with 35 inch side
cuts but only had a 61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum As with the net observed
aboard PERSEVERANCE I the webbing aboard this vessel was also heavily dipped and
extremely stiff which may be compromising its ability to stretch to the 71 inch minimum


Discussion


Prior to our inspection trip we anticipated high
compliance rates in Florida due to enforcement
efforts from the US Coast Guard the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission y


and NOAA Fisheries It should be noted the


Mayport shrimp docks are immediately adjacent
to US Coast Guard Station Mayport image at
right which should facilitate inspection efforts
However we found significant issues with the
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few vessels we were able to evaluate Furthermore we noted potentially small escape openings
and steep TED angles on several vessels we were unable to board and inspect ie unverified
Conversely vessels at Fort Myers appeared to be much more consistent and closer to being in
complete compliance though deficiencies were still noted This consistency in lED installation
at Fort Myers can be attributed to the work of a single netTED installer who was fluent with the
TED requirements He did note the difficulty in communicating with vessel captainscrews who
demanded their TED grids be installed at high angles eg 65 degrees due to the likelihood of
the webbing stretching over time and the grid losing angle Dale Stevens discussed this
commonlyencountered issue in detail with Don Dinh and suggested a move to Sapphire
webbing which does not stretch as much as nylon webbing


These findings indicate that significant 1FD compliance issues are not confined to the western
Gulf of Mexico as documented in a July 2010 report for Texas and an August 2010 report filed
for Louisiana but likely plagues the entire southeastern shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To DuaneSmith


Cc TracvDunn noaaaov Deirdre L Casey Karen Raine Michael Barnette


Subject Re Records of Tow Time Violations


Date Friday December 10 2010 34249 PM


Thanks I think we will likely have to call you to discuss this yet
again in the coming months Thanks A


DuaneSmith wrote


Alexis


Heres what Ive discovered


First our data system is incapable of searching with that degree of
particularity it would only say that there was a violation of the
TED regulations


Second Karen remembers doing a few tow time cases in the late 80s
early 90s and also remembered that they were problematic


I think OLEs objections to tow times is well documented but Ill
raise it again Limiting tow times may work as a management measure
I leave that to the scientists to figure out but it relies almost


exclusively on voluntary compliance Catching someone violating the
tow time restrictions and proving it in court is unlikely


Happy to discuss more


Duane


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Duane
If that is the answer that is helpful in itself Some of our


colleagues up North continue to think this might be a viable
management option Cheers A


Duane Smith wrote


I can search our database and ole can do the same but I wouldnt be
surprised if the answer is none These would be very hard cases to
make Duane Smith


727 946 3613


Original Message
From Alexis Gutierrez mailtoAlexisGutierreznoaaaov
Sent Thursday December 09 2010 0601 PM
To Duane Smith DuaneSmith@noaagov Tracy Dunn
TracyDunn@noaagov
Subject Records of Tow Time Violations


Hi Duane and Tracey
Does OLE or GCEL keep records of how many tow time violations


you have prosecuted Thanks Alexis







From Alexis Gutierrez


To Barbara Schroeder Sara McNulty Kristv Lona Michael Barnette


Subject Fwd memo on OPR enforcement priorities
Date Monday December 13 201050446 PM
Attachments Enforcement priorities Draft Dec 13atacommentsdoc


memo on OPR enforcement nrioritieseml 323 KBmsa


Hi Barbara Mike Kristy and Sara
Please look at this memo that Cotton has drafted for Jim to send to


Alan Risenhoover My comments are attached in separate document Please
comment on that document Mike is SERO doing something like this I
think Laura Engelby might commenting so it would be good if the SERO
priorities dovetailed with FPRs Please send comments by COB tomorrow
Thanks A







From David Cottinaham


To Trevor Spradlin Alexis Gutierrez Shannon Bettridae Grea Silber Therese Conant michael Payne Tammy
Adams


Subject memo on OPR enforcement priorities
Date Monday December 13 201042307 PM
Attachments Enforcement priorities Draft Dec 13doc


David Cottinahamvcf


all


please see attached draft memo from Jim to Alan on our enforcement
priorities for FY 2011 These stem from the brief discussion we had in
division chf meeting last week edit away and give me comments by
cob Wednesday there are a few blanks that someone needs to fill in


Alexis


HG would like to get the memo to Alan this week


thanks


dc


David Cottingham
Chief Division of Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation
NMFS Office of Protected Resources


phone 301 713 2322 ext 101
fax 301 427 2522







DRAFT DEC 13 2010
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TO Alan Risenhover


FROM Jim Lecky


SUBJECT NMFS Office of Protected Resources Enforcement Priorities for FY 2011


On behalf of the Office of Protected Resources I appreciate the opportunity to provide input to the


NOAA Office of Legal Enforcement regarding our priorities for enforcement activities in Fiscal


Year 2011 I understand that NMFS Regional Administrators are meeting with their OLE regional


counterparts to discuss regional priorities I hope that the list of priorities below augment those


discussions and that as the Headquarters Office with the lead you and OLE can work with this


Office to identify national priorities to enforce the Endangered Species Act ESA and Marine


Mammal Protection Act MMPA regulations


Priority 1 topics


Turtle Excluder Device TED regulations throughout the Southeast Texas to NC NMFS


promulgated TED regulations in the early 1990s and has revised them to accommodate new


TED designs since then Recently gear experts from the Southeast Fisheries Science Center


in Pascagoula have conducted training classes and compliance inspections in Texas


Louisiana and Florida They found that many shrimpers are using TEDs that dontmeet


the regulations for a variety of reasons sewn in poorly incorrect angles flaps installed


improperly Insuring shrimpers are properly using TEDs is critically important to sea turtle


conservation


Ship speed regulations to protect North Atlantic Right Whales on the East Coast NMFS


promulgated rules in 2008 to require ships greater than 65 feet long to travel at 10 knots or


less during certain times in designated areas The Office of Protected Resources has worked


closely with OLE staff in Headquarters and Northeast and Southeast Regional Offices to


enforce these rules NOAA recently issued notices of violation to vessels exceeding the


speed limit We appreciate these efforts Nevertheless compliance with the regulations is


sparse at best NOAA can best gain compliance of the shipping industry by issuing


additional NOVAs
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Priority 2 topics


Incidental take of sea turtles in pound nets in Virginia Loggerhead green and Kemps


ridley sea turtles get caught and many die in pound net fisheries in Virginia NMFS has


promulgated regulations to ALEXIS FILL IN


Incidental take of sea turtles in OR nets in North Carolina Loggerhead green and


Kempsridley sea turtles get caught and many die in gill net fisheries in North Carolina


North Carolina Department of Marine Fisheries has applied for an incidental take permit to


cover these fisheries ALEXIS FILL IN


Priority 3 topics


NMFS Office of Protected Resources permits to take marine mammals and


endangered threatened species This office issues permits and authorizations to scientific


researchers who directly take marine mammals and endangeredthreatened species and


authorizations to take these animals incidentally We regularly establish conditions that


permitees must do to comply with the authorizationpermit We have little way of assessing


compliance with the permitauthorization conditions in field or laboratory settings where


the takes occur We would appreciate some OLE efforts to assess compliance with these


conditions


Marine mammal approach and swimwith regulations The MMPA prohibits taking


marine mammals NMFS has promulgated regulations requiring people not to approach


close to them eg right whales 100 yards killer whales in Puget Sound 200 yards Our


regulations also prohibit people from feeding or swimming with wild marine mammals In


recent years the popularity of watching and swimming with wild marine mammals has


increased dramatically especially in popular tourist areas like Florida Hawaii South


Carolina and the San Juan Islands Whale watch vessels that violate the rules and


commercial swimwith operations put wild populations and participants at risk Because we


have not brought charges against manyany violators in a long time many operators


completely disregard the rules NMFS Office of Protected Resources programs in regions to


promote safe wildlife watching have not stemmed the increasing activities of bad actors


Many operators now openly advertise on the Internet Targeted enforcement of the
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regulations by giving tickets to violators would send the message that NOAA takes violating


these rules seriously
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1 Formatted Space After 0 pt
TO Alan Risenhover Acting Director Office of Law Enforcement Formatted Font Bold


FROM James H Lecky Director Office ofProtected ResourcesimLeclfy Formatted Font Bold I


SUBJECT NMFS Office of Protected Resources Enforcement Priorities for FY 2011 Formatted Font Bold 1


On behalf of the Office of Protected Resources I appreciate the opportunity to provide input to Formatted Font Times New Roman I


the NOAA Office of Legal Enforcement regarding our priorities for enforcement activities in


Fiscal Year 2011 I understand that NMFS Regional Administrators are meeting with their OLE


regional counterparts to discuss regional priorities I hope that the list ofpriorities below


augment those discussions and that as the Headquarters Office with the lead you and OLE can


work with this Office to identify national priorities to enforce the Endangered Species Act ESA


and Marine Mammal Protection Act MMPA regulations


Priority 1 topics


Turtle Excluder Device TED regulations throunhout the Southeast Texas to NC


NMFS promulgated TED regulations in the early 1990s and has revised them to


accommodate new TED designs since then Recently gear experts from the Southeast


Fisheries Science Center in Pascagoula have conducted training classes and compliance


courtesy inspections in Texas Louisiana and Florida They found that many shrimpers Formatted Font Times New Roman I


are using TEDs that dontmeet the regulations for a variety of reasons sewn in poorly


incorrect angles flaps installed improperly Insuring shrimpers are properly using TEDo


is critically i prtant to sea turtle conservation There is a small maior of error with


TEDs An angle great then 55 degrees or openings smaller than required can


significantly reduce the likelihood of sea turtles escaping and thus reduce the recovery of


these endangered and threatened species More importantly shrimp fisheries are


operating under ESA authorizations that assume that TEDs are being used correctly If


they are not then the take of these species is likely hire than accounted for in the BIOP


In addition NMFS is in the process of promulaatina new regulations which will require
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an additional 2M00 skimmer trawlers from Texas to North Carolina to use TEDs


throughout the year


o NEED NMFS needs additional uniformed agents to conduct regular Formatted
dockside and atsea inspection of the shrimp fleet in the Gulf of Mexico and


the South Atlantic l Formatted Font Times New Roman


Ship speed regulations to protect North Atlantic Rjght Whales on the East Coast NMFS


promulgated rules in 2008 to require ships greater than 65 feet long to travel at 10 knots


or less during certain times in designated areas The Office of Protected Resources has


worked closely with OLE staff in Headquarters and Northeast and Southeast Regional


Offices to enforce these rules NOAA recently issued notices of violation to vessels


exceeding the speed limit We appreciate these efforts Nevertheless compliance with


the regulations is sparse at best NOAA can best gain compliance of the shipping


industry by issuing additional NOVAs


Priority 2 topics


Incidental take of sea turtles in pound nets in Virginia Loggerhead green and Kemps
ridley sea turtles get caught and many die in pound net fisheries in Virginia NMFS has


promulgated regulations to ALEXIS FILL IN


Incidental take of sea turtles in gill nets in North Carolina Loggerhead green and


Kempsridley sea turtles get caught and many die in gill net fisheries in North Carolina


North Carolina Department of Marine Fisheries has applied for an incidental take permit


to cover these fisheries ALEXIS FILL IN Comment Al z dont know if we even need
this in here Thoughts


Priority 3 topics Formatted Font Times New Roman 1


NMFS Office of Protected Resources permits to take marine mammals and


endangeredthreatened species This office issues permits and authorizations to


scientific researchers who directly take marine mammals and endangeredthreatened


species and authorizations to take these animals incidentally We regularly establish


conditions that permitees must do to comply with the authorizationpermit We have


little way of assessing compliance with thepermitauthorization conditions in field or
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laboratory settings where the takes occur We would appreciate some OLE efforts to


assess compliance with these conditions


Marine mammal annroach and swimwith regulations The MMPA prohibits taking


marine mammals NMFS has promulgated regulations requiring people not to approach


close to them eg right whales 100 yards killer whales in Puget Sound 200 yards


Our regulations also prohibit people from feeding or swimming with wild marine


mammals In recent years the popularity ofwatching and swimming with wild marine


mammals has increased dramatically especially in popular tourist areas like Florida


Hawaii South Carolina and the San Juan Islands Whale watch vessels that violate the


rules and commercial swimwith operations put wild populations and participants at risk


Because we have not brought charges against manyany violators in a long time many


operators completely disregard the rules NMFS Office ofProtected Resources programs


in regions to promote safe wildlife watching have not stemmed the increasing activities


of bad actors Many operators now openly advertise on the Internet Targeted


enforcement of the regulations by giving tickets to violators would send the message that


NOAA takes violating these rules seriously







From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Barbara Schroeder Sara McNulty Kristv Lona


Subject Re Fwd memo on OPR enforcement priorities
Date Tuesday December 14 201092505 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Alexis


Yes I will be drafting something But my cynical side is asking how
many memos do we have to write to get a proper or any response to this
situation We have raised this issue numerous times with OLE from the
SAC DSAC ASAC and agent levels Risenhoover was apparently already
briefed about this issue


In the attached memo


I would also state we have found fishermen who are not using TEDs at
all or are sewing them up
hire higher
I would also definitely change agent SA to officer EO in the
NEED section we dont need more agents sitting in offices but we do
need officers in the field Apparently there is some issue with SAs
doing regular enforcement work


Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Barbara Mike Kristy and Sara
Please look at this memo that Cotton has drafted for Jim to send to


Alan Risenhoover My comments are attached in separate document
Please comment on that document Mike is SERO doing something like
this I think Laura Engelby might commenting so it would be good if
the SERO priorities dovetailed with FPRs Please send comments by COB
tomorrow Thanks A


Subject
memo on OPR enforcement priorities
From


David Cottingham DavidCottingham@noaagov
Date


Mon 13 Dec 2010 162306 0500
To


Trevor Spradlin TrevorSpradlinnoaagovAlexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Shannon Bettridge
ShannonBettridge@noaagov Greg Silber GregSilber@noaagov
Therese Conant ThereseConant@noaagov michael Payne
MichaelPayne@noaagov Tammy Adams TammyAdams@noaagov


To


Trevor Spradlin TrevorSpradlinnoaagovAlexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Shannon Bettridge
ShannonBettridge@noaagov Greg Silber GregSilbernoaagov
Therese Conant ThereseConant@noaagov michael Payne
MichaelPayne@noaagov Tammy Adams TammyAdams@noaagov







all


please see attached draft memo from Jim to Alan on our enforcement
priorities for FY 2011 These stem from the brief discussion we had
in division chf meeting last week edit away and give me comments by
cob Wednesday there are a few blanks that someone needs to fill


in Alexis


HG would like to get the memo to Alan this week


thanks


dc
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette


Subject OLE Priorities


Date Tuesday December 14 2010 102256 AM


httD wwwnmfsnoaaaovolenewsnews 112210htm







From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette


Subject Fwd enforcement priorities
Date Tuesday December 14 2010 102347 AM
Attachments enforcement orioritieseml 558 KBmsa







From David Cottinaham


To Alexis Gutierrez Trevor Soradlin Shannon Bettridae Grea Silber


Subject enforcement priorities
Date Thursday December 09 201092459 AM
Attachments David Cottinahamvcf


see below I know youve got some


Original Message
SubjectThurs DC meeting


DateWed 08 Dec 2010 164805 0500
From Helen Golde HelenGoldeanoaaaov
ToSusan Pultz SusanPultzanoaaaov DavidCottinaham@noaaaov


Michael PavneanoaaaovWandaCainanoaaaovTherese Conant
ThereseConantanoaaaov Jolie Harrison JolieHarrisonanoaaaov


Jim LeckyJimLeckvanoaaaov


Lets meet tomorrow morning
Agenda
Draft functional statements for Divisions that Candy is working on
Stus request below
Space update


Original Message
Subject Request


DateWed 08 Dec 2010 161301 0500
FromStuart Cory StuartCorvanoaaaov
ToHelen Golde HelenGoldela noaaaov


Helen


I sent an email to Jim a couple of days ago about priorities for enforcement
as part of the IG recommendations I have not heard back from him and


forgot to add you to the email I have been asked to collect any priorities
list PRD might have at the HQ level As you know the regions are all
working with their SACs I was wondering if you had anything that I you
would want to discuss or you have written down as HQ level priorities Let


me know I would like to get a list or meet with you in the next couple of
weeks before everyone goes off for the holidays


Thanks


Stu


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources
NOAA Fisheries Service
301 713 2332 x 108


David Cottingham







Chief Division of Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation
NMFS Office of Protected Resources


phone 301 713 2322 ext 101
fax 301 427 2522
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette


Cc Barbara Schroeder Sara McNulty Kristv Lona


Subject Re Fwd memo on OPR enforcement priorities
Date Tuesday December 14 2010 114102 AM
Attachments Enforcement priorities Draft Dec l4atacommentsdoc


Thanks Mike Ive incorporated your comments KristySaraBarbara any
additional comments Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Alexis


Yes I will be drafting something But my cynical side is asking how
many memos do we have to write to get a proper or any response to
this situation We have raised this issue numerous times with OLE
from the SAC DSAC ASAC and agent levels Risenhoover was
apparently already briefed about this issue
In the attached memo


I would also state we have found fishermen who are not using TEDs at
all or are sewing them up hire higher
I would also definitely change agent SA to officer EO in the
NEED section we dont need more agents sitting in offices but we do
need officers in the field Apparently there is some issue with SAs
doing regular enforcement work


Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Barbara Mike Kristy and Sara
Please look at this memo that Cotton has drafted for Jim to send


to Alan Risenhoover My comments are attached in separate document
Please comment on that document Mike is SERO doing something like
this I think Laura Engelby might commenting so it would be good if
the SERO priorities dovetailed with FPRs Please send comments by
COB tomorrow Thanks A


Subject
memo on OPR enforcement priorities
From


David Cottingham DavidCottingham@noaagov
Date


Mon 13 Dec 2010 162306 0500
To


Trevor Spradlin TrevorSpradlinnoaagovAlexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Shannon Bettridge
ShannonBettridge@noaagov Greg Silber GregSilbernoaagov
Therese Conant ThereseConant@noaagov michael Payne
MichaelPayne@noaagov Tammy Adams TammyAdams@noaagov


To


Trevor Spradlin TrevorSpradlinnoaagovAlexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Shannon Bettridge
ShannonBettridge@noaagov Greg Silber GregSilber@noaagov







Therese Conant ThereseConant@noaagov michael Payne
MichaelPayne@noaagov Tammy Adams TammyAdams@noaagov


all


please see attached draft memo from Jim to Alan on our enforcement
priorities for FY 2011 These stem from the brief discussion we had
in division chf meeting last week edit away and give me comments by
cob Wednesday there are a few blanks that someone needs to fill


in Alexis


HG would like to get the memo to Alan this week


thanks


dc
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l Formatted Space After 0 pt I
TO Alan Risenhover Acting Director Office of Law Enforcement Formatted Font Bold


FROM James H Lecky Director Office ofProtected ResourcesimLeclfy Formatted Font Bold I


SUBJECT NMFS Office of Protected Resources Enforcement Priorities for FY 2011 I Formatted Font Bold I


On behalf of the Office of Protected Resources I appreciate the opportunity to provide input to Formatted Font Times New Roman I


the NOAA Office of Legal Enforcement regarding our priorities for enforcement activities in


Fiscal Year 2011 I understand that NMFS Regional Administrators are meeting with their OLE


regional counterparts to discuss regional priorities I hope that the list ofpriorities below


augment those discussions and that as the Headquarters Office with the lead you and OLE can


work with this Office to identify national priorities to enforce the Endangered Species Act ESA


and Marine Mammal Protection Act MMPA regulations


Priority 1 topics


Turtle Excluder Device TED regulations throughout the Southeast Texas to NC


NMFS promulgated TED regulations in the early 1990s and has revised them to


accommodate new TED designs since then Recently gear experts from the Southeast


Fisheries Science Center in Pascagoula have conducted training classes and compliance


courtesy in Texas Louisiana and Florida They found that many shrimpers Formatted Font Times New Roman I


are using TEDs that dontmeet the regulations for a variety of reasons sewn in poorly


incorrect angles flaps installed improperly Insuring shrimpers are properly using TEDo


is critically gyp rtant to sea turtle conservation There is a small margin of error with


TEDs An angle great then 55 degrees TED flaps sewn shut or openings smaller than


required can either prevent sea turtles from escaping or significantly reduce the likelihood


of sea turtles escaping and thus reduce the recovery of these endangered and threatened


species More importantly shrimp fisheries are operating under ESA authorizations that


assume that TEDs are being used correctly If they are not then the take of these species


is likely hire than accounted for in the BIOP In addition NMFS is in the process of
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promulgating new regulations which will require an additional2000 skimmer trawlers


from Texas to North Carolina to use LEDs throughout the year


o NEED NMFS needs additional uniformed officers to conduct regular Formatted


dockside and atsea inspection of the shrimp fleet in the Gulf of Mexico and


the South Atlantic Formatted Font Times New Roman


Ship speed regulations to protect North Atlantic Rjght Whales on the East Coast NMFS


promulgated rules in 2008 to require ships greater than 65 feet long to travel at 10 knots


or less during certain times in designated areas The Office of Protected Resources has


worked closely with OLE staff in Headquarters and Northeast and Southeast Regional


Offices to enforce these rules NOAA recently issued notices of violation to vessels


exceeding the speed limit We appreciate these efforts Nevertheless compliance with


the regulations is sparse at best NOAA can best gain compliance of the shipping


industry by issuing additional NOVAs


Priority 2 topics


Incidental take of sea turtles in pound nets in Virginia Loggerhead green and Kemps
ridley sea turtles get caught and many die in pound net fisheries in Virginia NMFS has


promulgated regulations to ALEXIS FILL IN


Incidental take of sea turtles in gill nets in North Carolina Loggerhead green and


Kempsridley sea turtles get caught and many die in gill net fisheries in North Carolina


North Carolina Department of Marine Fisheries has applied for an incidental take permit


to cover these fisheries ALEXIS FILL IN Comment Al t dont know if we even need
this in here Thoughts


Priority 3 topics Formatted Font Times New Roman 1


NMFS Office of Protected Resources permits to take marine mammals and


endangeredthreatened species This office issues permits and authorizations to


scientific researchers who directly take marine mammals and endangeredthreatened


species and authorizations to take these animals incidentally We regularly establish


conditions that permitees must do to comply with the authorizationpermit We have


little way of assessing compliance with thepermitauthorization conditions in field or
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laboratory settings where the takes occur We would appreciate some OLE efforts to


assess compliance with these conditions


Marine mammal annroach and swimwith regulations The MMPA prohibits taking


marine mammals NMFS has promulgated regulations requiring people not to approach


close to them eg right whales 100 yards killer whales in Puget Sound 200 yards


Our regulations also prohibit people from feeding or swimming with wild marine


mammals In recent years the popularity ofwatching and swimming with wild marine


mammals has increased dramatically especially in popular tourist areas like Florida


Hawaii South Carolina and the San Juan Islands Whale watch vessels that violate the


rules and commercial swimwith operations put wild populations and participants at risk


Because we have not brought charges against manyany violators in a long time many


operators completely disregard the rules NMFS Office ofProtected Resources programs


in regions to promote safe wildlife watching have not stemmed the increasing activities


of bad actors Many operators now openly advertise on the Internet Targeted


enforcement of the regulations by giving tickets to violators would send the message that


NOAA takes violating these rules seriously







From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette John Mitchell


Subject Fixing the FixIt Schedule
Date Tuesday December 14 2010 124600 PM


Hi In reviewing the penalty schedules it appears that the FixIt
schedule needs to be fixed too Seems like these should get summary
settlements instead of fix its Cheers A


httnwwwacnoaacovischedules10FixitFixitSEDdf







From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette


Cc John Mitchell Duane Smith


Subject Re Fixing the FixIt Schedule
Date Tuesday December 14 2010 11801 PM


Being an HQer myself I am happy to walk down the hall or go downtown
with my bosses and talk to folks Where is the sticking point Thanks A


Michael Barnette wrote


Yes we have talked to Duane about adjusting the summary settlement
and fixit schedules in the past He wasis very supportive of our
input however there has been some resistance in GCHQ about their
use that has hindered any modifications


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi In reviewing the penalty schedules it appears that the FixIt
schedule needs to be fixed too Seems like these should get summary
settlements instead of fixits Cheers A


htto wwwacnoaaaovschedules10FixitFixitSEndf







From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc Jack H Forrester Hoaan David F OESI Robert Hoffman
Bcc Alexis Gutierrez David Bernhart
Subject January 2011 TED inspection trip schedule needed
Date Tuesday December 14 2010 13233 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Importance High


Hi Marlene


We have not heard from you in a little while and wanted to see how
things were progressing for 2011 With the lack of any TED inspection
trips conducted in the latter portion of 2010 things will be tight in
2011 if you still want to stick to the original plan of revisiting the
bulk of the program countries


Since we are rapidly approaching the end of this year we were wondering
if you could please provide a planned TED inspection schedule for
January 2011 as well as a tentative schedule for the remainder of this
inspection cycle Could you please provide some or all of this to us by
COB December 17 I want to have whatever we need to have in place ASAP
since the holidays will have many of us out on vacation and then
getting any January travel set up will be on a very quick turn around


Thanks


Cheers
Mike
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From Sara McNulty


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Michael Barnette Barbara Schroeder Kristv Lona


Subject Re Fwd memo on OPR enforcement priorities
Date Tuesday December 14 2010 14026 PM


Im not sure what we should do for VA pound nets and NC gillnets They
should probably be included so OLE is aware that these are priorities
and that we want them to coordinate with the JEAs in those states


Both VA and NC have been working on their own state regs related to
these fisheries and I think state enforcement are in a better position
to help with enforcement now


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Thanks Mike Ive incorporated your comments KristySaraBarbara any
additional comments Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Alexis


Yes I will be drafting something But my cynical side is asking how
many memos do we have to write to get a proper or any response to
this situation We have raised this issue numerous times with OLE
from the SAC DSAC ASAC and agent levels Risenhoover was
apparently already briefed about this issue
In the attached memo


I would also state we have found fishermen who are not using TEDs at
all or are sewing them up hire higher
I would also definitely change agent SA to officer EO in the
NEED section we dont need more agents sitting in offices but we
do need officers in the field Apparently there is some issue with
SAs doing regular enforcement work


Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Barbara Mike Kristy and Sara
Please look at this memo that Cotton has drafted for Jim to send


to Alan Risenhoover My comments are attached in separate document
Please comment on that document Mike is SERO doing something like
this I think Laura Engelby might commenting so it would be good if
the SERO priorities dovetailed with FPRs Please send comments by
COB tomorrow Thanks A


Subject
memo on OPR enforcement priorities
From


David Cottingham DavidCottingham@noaagov
Date


Mon 13 Dec 2010 162306 0500
To


Trevor Spradlin TrevorSpradlinnoaagovAlexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Shannon Bettridge







ShannonBettridge@noaagov Greg Silber GregSilber@noaagov
Therese Conant ThereseConantnoaagovmichael Payne
MichaelPayne@noaagov Tammy Adams TammyAdamsnoaagov


To


Trevor Spradlin TrevorSpradlin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Shannon Bettridge
ShannonBettridge@noaagov Greg SilberGregSilbernoaagov
Therese Conant ThereseConantnoaagovmichael Payne
MichaelPayne@noaagov Tammy Adams TammyAdamsnoaagov


all


please see attached draft memo from Jim to Alan on our
enforcement priorities for FY 2011 These stem from the brief
discussion we had in division chf meeting last week edit away and
give me comments bycob Wednesday there are a few blanks that


someone needs to fill in Alexis


HG would like to get the memo to Alan this week


thanks


dc


Sara McNulty
NOAANMFS
Office of Protected Resources


1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910
p 301 713 2322 x125
c 7814201339


f 301 713 4060







From Kim Amendola


To Rov Crabtree Heather Blouah Karrie Carnes
Cc Michael Barnette


Subject turtle oped
Date Tuesday December 14 201053132 PM


is on hold Monica Allen spoke with Barnett and he was able to
articulate some of his concerns in addition to the concerns Id already
shared She is going to take another stab at the oped and only focus on
the oil issue


Thanks for your time and input on this one
Kim







From DuaneSmithCanoaaaov


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Michael Barnette John Mitchell DuaneSmithCalnoaaaovBeniaminFriedmanCalnoaaaov
CharlesGreenCa noaaaov RichardMannixCa noaaaov


Subject Re Fixing the FixIt Schedule
Date Wednesday December 15 201083327 AM


Alexis et al


Resistance is too strong a word its more a matter of timing and
priorities


As discussed with Mike GCEL is in the midst of adjusting our entire
penalty schedule not to mention our entire business processes This
has been and continues to be a high level scrutinized and resource
intensive undertaking


The summary settlementfixit piece of our enforcement continuum
represents GCEL delegated authority to settle a case at a reduced amount
from what it would normally be were the case handled at the NOVA level
Because right now we are determining exactly that what is the


appropriate NOVA level its premature to try to establish what an
appropriately reduced amount looks like and whether it is appropriate as
a matter of policy to delegate that settlement authority to
agentsofficersJEA partners through the summary settlementfixit
mechanism


Bottom line Until the penalty schedule is finalized adjusting the
summary settlementfixit schedule will likely not happen both as a
matter of logical sequencing and as a function of limited resources to
devote to the project


As always please feel free to call and discuss in greater detail


Duane


Duane


Original Message
From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
Date Tuesday December 14 2010 118 pm
Subject Re Fixing the FixIt Schedule


Being an HQer myself I am happy to walk down the hall or go
downtown


with my bosses and talk to folks Where is the sticking point
Thanks A


Michael Barnette wrote


Yes we have talked to Duane about adjusting the summary
settlement


and fixit schedules in the past He wasis very supportive of
our


input however there has been some resistance in GC HQ about
their


use that has hindered any modifications







Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi In reviewing the penalty schedules it appears that the Fix
It


schedule needs to be fixed too Seems like these should get
summary


settlements instead of fix its Cheers A


http wwwgcnoaa govscheriiiles10FixitFixitSEndf







From Alexis Gutierrez


To DuaneSmithanoaaaov


Cc Michael Barnette John Mitchell BeniaminFriedmananoaaaovCharlesGreer alnoaaaov
RichardMannixanoaaaov


Subject Re Fixing the FixIt Schedule
Date Wednesday December 15 201084206 AM


Hi Duane
As always you are very helpful I am happy to hear that this is on


the radar screen and at least in the pipeline In talking with Frank
Sprtel about this further yesterday he also gave me similar
information FPR understands the process and the timing and looks
forward to working with GCEL and OLE on this issue Thanks A


DuaneSmith@noaagov wrote
Alexis et al


Resistance is too strong a word its more a matter of timing and
priorities


As discussed with Mike GCEL is in the midst of adjusting our entire
penalty schedule not to mention our entire business processes This
has been and continues to be a high level scrutinized and resource
intensive undertaking


The summary settlementfixit piece of our enforcement continuum
represents GCEL delegated authority to settle a case at a reduced amount
from what it would normally be were the case handled at the NOVA level
Because right now we are determining exactly that what is the


appropriate NOVA level its premature to try to establish what an
appropriately reduced amount looks like and whether it is appropriate as
a matter of policy to delegate that settlement authority to
agentsofficersJ EA partners through the summary settlementfix it
mechanism


Bottom line Until the penalty schedule is finalized adjusting the
summary settlementfix it schedule will likely not happen both as a
matter of logical sequencing and as a function of limited resources to
devote to the project


As always please feel free to call and discuss in greater detail


Duane


Duane


Original Message
From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
Date Tuesday December 14 2010 118 pm
Subject Re Fixing the Fix It Schedule


Being an HQer myself I am happy to walk down the hall or go
downtown


with my bosses and talk to folks Where is the sticking point
Thanks A







Michael Barnette wrote


Yes we have talked to Duane about adjusting the summary


settlement


and fixit schedules in the past He wasis very supportive of


our


input however there has been some resistance in GC HQ about


their


use that has hindered any modifications


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi In reviewing the penalty schedules it appears that the Fix


It


schedule needs to be fixed too Seems like these should get


summary


settlements instead of fixits Cheers A


stn wwwacnoaaaovschedules10FixitFixitSEndf







From Michael Barnette


To Roy Crabtree Heather Blouah
Cc kim amendola David Bernhart


Subject TED compliance issues
Date Wednesday December 15 201093216 AM
Attachments December 2010 FL TED inspection reoortndf


Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Roy
I meant to include you on the original distribution list for this
report In a nutshell we conducted more courtesy inspections of shrimp
trawlers in Mayport and Ft Myers and found significant issues with TED
compliance It is now obvious these issues are not confined to the
western GOM but occur throughout the GOM and into the Atlantic We
plan on conducting some inspections in the Carolinas in the near future
where we anticipate a grimmer picture than FL
I think it would be prudent to discuss this issue again and run it up
the chain so leadership understands the significance and extent of the
problems we are seeing in the field
Cheers
Mike
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of Compliance with Turtle Excluder Device
Requirements in Florida


DATE December 10 2010


Introduction


On December 68 I joined Dale Stevens Southeast Fisheries Science CentersPascagoula Lab
Harvesting Branch in Mayport and Fort Myers Florida to evaluate compliance with turtle
excluder device TED requirements in the shrimp fishery The evaluations were conducted
dockside and only after obtaining permission from the vessel captain andor owner we made it
clear we were not law enforcement and were conducting courtesy inspections to assist fishermen
with TED installation and performance


Summary of Findings


December 6


CAPT TREY we inspected the two port side nets of this vessel one of which utilized a single
cover escape opening flap while the other employed a doublecover escape opening flap both
TED grids were bent bar frames rigged in a bottom opening configuration The net rigged with a
singlecover escape opening had the grid installed at 55 degrees and had 26inch side cuts but
only possessed a 61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum The net rigged with a double
cover escape opening had the grid installed at 64 degrees 55 degrees maximum and with 22
inch side cuts but had an 18 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch
maximum The captain mentioned the vessel was boarded a couple months ago by the US
Coast Guard but he stated the boarding crew only checked the TED angle and neglected to
inspect the various required measurements


As we arrived late in the day and the weather forecast was expected to preclude any fishing in
the near term the CAPT TREY was the only vessel we found in port with their crew aboard
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However we did take the opportunity to walk the docks to conduct a quick visual survey of the
other trawlers in Mayport The following documents our visual observations
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JOEBIP small shrimp trawler
rigged with 025inch stainless steel
straightbar grids that appeared to
be installed at an extremely steep
angle image below right
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QUEEN B one net was rigged with bentbar TED in a bottom opening configuration with a
doublecover escape opening an illegal chaffing flap was installed over the doublecover escape
opening


December 7


We met with Gerald Pack owner of Safe Harbor Seafood Company to discuss IED
requirements and offer our assistance in addressing installation or performance issues Due to
our preliminary observations that we shared with Mr Pack we also offered to conduct a TED
workshop at Mayport in earlymid January Mr Pack was supportive of this idea and stated he
would get the word out to local fishermen
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JENNIFER ANN We met the captain of the JENNIFER ANN at Safe Harbor Seafood
Company who gave us his permission to board his boat and evaluate his TEDs which he stated
were perfect Both port side nets were rigged with bentbar grids installed in a bottom opening
configuration fitted with doublecover escape opening flaps One net had a grid installed at 55
degrees but had a 20 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch maximum The
other net had only a 14inch overlap between the two escape flap panels but the grid was
installed at 63 degrees 55 degrees maximum


December 8


We met with Grant Erickson coowner of Erickson and Jenson Seafood as well as with the local
netTED installer Don Dinh


PERSEVERANCE I as with most boats we observed in Fort Myers this vessel was rigged with
large bentbar TED grids installed in a bottomopening configuration Port side net 1 had its
grid installed at 59 degrees 55 degrees maximum with 31 inch side cuts but only had a 63 inch
leading edge cut 71 inch minimum the escape opening measured 72 inches Port side net 2
was installed at 55 degrees with 30 inch side cuts but had an insufficient leading edge cut of 61
inches 71 inch minimum Also the grid was damaged resulting in a bar spacing of475 inches
in the middle of the grid It was noted the nylon webbing of the trawl net was heavily dipped
which made the mesh extremely stiff and hard to stretch


We also met with Steve Gala coowner of Trico Shrimp Company Trico also utilizes Don Dinh
as their TED installer


OLE BETTS SEA rigged with bentbar TED grids installed in a bottom opening configuration
with singlecover escape opening flaps The port side net TED grid was installed at 54 degrees
with 32inch side cuts and a 75 inch leading edge cut The TED grid in starboard side net 1
was installed at 55 degrees with 28 inch side cuts but only had a 60inch leading edge cut 71
inch minimum The grid in starboard side net 1 also had a bent bar resulting in 5 inch bar
spacing The TED grid in starboard side net 2 was installed at 54 degrees with 35 inch side
cuts but only had a 61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum As with the net observed
aboard PERSEVERANCE I the webbing aboard this vessel was also heavily dipped and
extremely stiff which may be compromising its ability to stretch to the 71 inch minimum


Discussion


Prior to our inspection trip we anticipated high
compliance rates in Florida due to enforcement
efforts from the US Coast Guard the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission y


and NOAA Fisheries It should be noted the


Mayport shrimp docks are immediately adjacent
to US Coast Guard Station Mayport image at
right which should facilitate inspection efforts
However we found significant issues with the
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few vessels we were able to evaluate Furthermore we noted potentially small escape openings
and steep TED angles on several vessels we were unable to board and inspect ie unverified
Conversely vessels at Fort Myers appeared to be much more consistent and closer to being in
complete compliance though deficiencies were still noted This consistency in lED installation
at Fort Myers can be attributed to the work of a single netTED installer who was fluent with the
TED requirements He did note the difficulty in communicating with vessel captainscrews who
demanded their TED grids be installed at high angles eg 65 degrees due to the likelihood of
the webbing stretching over time and the grid losing angle Dale Stevens discussed this
commonlyencountered issue in detail with Don Dinh and suggested a move to Sapphire
webbing which does not stretch as much as nylon webbing


These findings indicate that significant 1FD compliance issues are not confined to the western
Gulf of Mexico as documented in a July 2010 report for Texas and an August 2010 report filed
for Louisiana but likely plagues the entire southeastern shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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From Roy Crabtree


To Michael Barnette


Cc Heather Blouah kim amendola David Bernhart


Subject Re TED compliance issues
Date Wednesday December 15 2010 100738 AM


agree


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Roy
I meant to include you on the original distribution list for this
report In a nutshell we conducted more courtesy inspections of
shrimp trawlers in Mayport and Ft Myers and found significant issues
with TED compliance It is now obvious these issues are not confined
to the western GOM but occur throughout the GOM and into the
Atlantic We plan on conducting some inspections in the Carolinas in
the near future where we anticipate a grimmer picture than FL
I think it would be prudent to discuss this issue again and run it up
the chain so leadership understands the significance and extent of the
problems we are seeing in the field Cheers
Mike







From Stacey Horstman


To Michael Barnette


Subject draft enforcement priorities with MMPA
Date Wednesday December 15 2010 100947 AM
Attachments 20101213 NMFS SERO MMB enforcement orioritiesdoc


Attached


Stacey C Horstman
Bottlenose Dolphin Conservation Coordinator
National Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Regional Office
263 13th Avenue South


St Petersburg FL 33701
727 8245312


727 8245309 FAX







TO Hal Robbins


FROM David Bemhart Assistant Regional Administrator


SUDJtl1 NMFS Southeast Regional Office Protected Resources Division Comments on
Enforcement Priorities for FY 2011


On behalf of the Southeast Regional Office Protected Resources Division I appreciate the
opportunity to provide input to the NOAA Office of Legal Enforcement regarding our priorities for
enforcement activities in Fiscal Year 2011 I understand that NMFS Regional Administrators are meeting
with their OLE regional counterparts to amulpriorities I hope the list of priorities below
augment those discussions and that as the Headquarters Office with the lead you and OLE can work with
this Office to identify national priorities to enforce the Endangered Species Act ESA and Marine
Mammal Protection Act MMPA regulations


Priority 1 Topics
Ship speed regulations to protect North Atlantic Right Whales on the East Coast NMFS
promulgated rules in 2008 to require ships greater than 65 feet long to travel at 10 knots
or less during certain times in designated areas NOAA recently issued notices of
violation to vessels exceeding the speed limit We appreciate these efforts Nevertheless
compliance with the regulations is sparse at best NOAA can best gain compliance of the
shipping industry by issuing additional NOVAs Comment SH1 Copied this from HQ letter


Marine mammal take prohibition specifically feedine reeulation The MMPAs


implementing regulations at 50 CFR 2164prohibit feeding or attempting to feed marine
mammals in the wild Feeding or attempting to feed bottlenose dolphins in the southeast
United States is a prolific problem with several hotspot locations in which it occurs
predominately The harm of feeding wild bottlenose dolphins was documented in a
NMFS 1994 report to Congress
zttp wwwnmfsnoaaepvprpdfseducationdolphin feedinupdf This report
forecasted the major human dolphin interactions and conservation issues now occurring
as a result of feeding dolphins Feeding wild dolphins alters their natural foraging
strategies and conditions wild animals to people making them less wary ofpeople boats
and fishing gear Many animals are stranding seriously injured or dead from human
interactions resulting from illegal feeding including three DOJprosecuted cases in which
fishermen shot at or threw pipe bombs at dolphins to prevent them from eating their
catch Two percent of the Sarasota Bay Florida dolphin population was lost to
interactions with recreational fishing gear in 2006 In the Indian River Lagoon Florida 63
of all dolphin strandings from January 2002 2009 were associated with hook and line
fishing gear Furthermore some businesses still openly advertise feeding activities on the
Internet and social media show many violations of the take prohibition The SERO
Protected Resources Division has worked closely with regional OLE and GC EL offices
making enforcement of feeding activities a priority for our region because of these issues
We appreciate those efforts and request this prioritization continue as illegal feeding







activities continue with increasing conservation ramifications We have also been closely
coordinating outreach and enforcement efforts with the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission and request NOAA OLE continue making this partnership a priority to assist
in enforcement efforts Finally because feeding activities continue by all water users
commercial and recreational we recommend OLE and GC EL implement a penalty
schedule for feeding activities in the southeast region to facilitate enforcement of this
common violation


Priority 2 Topics
Bottlenose Dolphin Take Reduction Plan BDTRP regulations to protect depleted coastal


bottlenose dolphins along Atlantic coast NMFS promulgated regulations implementing
the BDTRP in May 2006 with an amendment to the BDTRP in December 2008
extending gillnet requirements in North Carolina that were expiring The BDTRP
currently only has regulations pertaining to commercial gillnet gear operating in state
waters from New Jersey through Floridaseast coast Regulations include gear
modifications timearea closures and proximity requirements Based on analysis of
limited observer coverage in 2009 the percent of observed hauls in compliance of
BDTRP regulations when able to be determined was 75100 percent Enforcement
efforts will help ensure compliance continues to increase Additionally the BDTRP will
be amended in the next year to include regulations for Virginia pound net gear in which
enforcement will be crucial to ensure additional takes ofdolphins are not occurring in this
fishery due to non compliant gear This enforcement action will also benefit sea turtles
because the requirements for pound net gear will be similar to current federal regulations
for sea turtle conservation efforts


Pelagic Longline Take Reduction Plan PLTRP regulations to protect pilot whales and


Rissosdolphins in the Atlantic EEZ off the US East Coast NMFS promulgated
regulations implementing the PLTRP in May 2009 PLTRP regulatory measures include
1 posting a marine mammal handling and release placard on pelagic longline vessels
throughout the US Atlantic EEZ 2 special observer and research participation
requirements for pelagic longline vessels fishing in the Cape Hatteras Special Research
Area and 3 a mainline length restriction of20 nm for pelagic longline vessels fishing in
the mid Atlantic bight Compliance with measures 1 and 2 appears high however few
vessels appear to be complying with the mainline length restrictions based on analysis of
logbook data Enforcement efforts will help to ensure that compliance continues to
increase


Marine mammal take prohibition specifically harassment The MMPA taking
prohibition includes preventing harassment of marine mammals The MMPA prohibits
Level A the potential to injure marine mammals in the wild and Level B the potential
to disturb marine mammal behavior in the wild harassment The volume of commercial
eco tours viewing wild dolphins in many areas of the Southeast US combined with both
commercial and recreational vessels on the water yearround causes increased potential
for harassment of dolphins Common forms of interactions occurring from viewing and
vessel activities includes separation of moms and calves running through groups of
dolphins forcing them to wake ride for tours swimming with wild dolphins and







pursuing encircling and corralling via jet skis or other vessel platforms Research now
shows that in extreme cases bottlenose dolphins may leave a preferred area to escape
disruptions from these activities Harassment also puts dolphins at greater risk for boat strikes
and entanglement in fishing gear Seventeen stranded dolphins were found with evidence of boat
strikes along Floridaseast coast from January 2002April 2009 Furthermore many
businesses openly advertise activities on the Internet that may constitute a take Targeted
enforcement of harassment activities is crucial to ensure dolphin populations do not
suffer the extreme conservation consequences known from harassment and to send the
message that NOAA takes violating these rules seriously







From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Stacey Horstman Shelley Norton


Subject 2011 enforcement needs memo


Date Wednesday December 15 2010 110559 AM
Attachments 2011 enforcement needsdoc


Michael Barnettevcf


Hi David


Attached is the draft memo with the turtle and MMPA stuff from Stacey
included I have cced Shelley so she can add info on the sawfish issue
if desired


Cheers
Mike
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MEMORANDUM FOR Hal Robbins Special AgentinCharge


FROM David Bernhart Assistant Regional Administrator


SUBJECT Protected Resources Division Comments on Enforcement Priorities


for FY 2011


On behalf of the Southeast Regional Office Protected Resources Division I appreciate the
opportunity to provide input to the NOAA Office of Legal Enforcement OLE regarding our
priorities for enforcement activities in Fiscal Year 2011 I hope the list of priorities below
augments additional input provided by Headquarters and other Regional Office staff allowing
you and OLE to identify national priorities for enforcement of Endangered Species Act ESA
and Marine Mammal Protection Act MMPA regulations


Priority 1 Topics


Turtle Excluder Device TED regulations throughout the Southeast shrimp fishery


NMFS originally promulgated TED regulations for the Southeast shrimp fishery in the
early 1990s and revised them last in 2003 Recent reports have illustrated steep angles


insufficient escape openings and other compliance issues in Texas Louisiana and
Florida These TED compliance issues will result in sea turtle mortality Insuring
shrimpers are properly using TEDs is critically important to sea turtle conservation
efforts The Southeast shrimp fishery operates under ESA authorizations ie via a


biological opinion with specific parameters including TED performance levels based on
adequate regulatory compliance and enforcement The documented compliance issues


cast doubt onto the validity of these ESA authorizations Furthermore our foreign TED
inspection program pursuant to US Public Law 101 162 Section 609 is based on a
comparability analysis of our domestic TED program Without adequate enforcement


and TED compliance within the Southeast shrimp fishery this program and our


international sea turtle conservation measures are compromised Lastly NMFS will be
promulgating new TED regulations in the near future which will require TEDs on over
2000 skimmer trawl vessels To remedy these TED compliance issues we need
dedicated enforcement officers to regularly conduct dockside and atsea inspections in
concert with gear specialists from the Southeast Fisheries Science Center similar to the


1 3to
4NEM Of







Protected Resources Enforcement Team requirement included in the December 2 2002


biological opinion


Ship speed regulations to protect North Atlantic Right Whales on the East Coast NMFS


promulgated rules in 2008 to require ships greater than 65 feet long to travel at 10 knots
or less during certain times in designated areas NOAA recently issued notices of
violation to vessels exceeding the speed limit We appreciate these efforts Nevertheless
compliance with the regulations is sparse at best NOAA can best gain compliance of the
shipping industry by issuing additional NOVAs


Marine mammal take prohibition specifically feedinm regulation The MMPAs


implementing regulations at 50 CFR 2164 prohibit feeding or attempting to feed marine
mammals in the wild Feeding or attempting to feed bottlenose dolphins in the southeast
United States is a prolific problem with several hotspot locations in which it occurs
predominately The harm of feeding wild bottlenose dolphins was documented in a
NMFS 1994 report to Congress
http wwwnmfsnoaaaovprpdfseducationdolphinfeedinapdf This report


forecasted the major human dolphin interactions and conservation issues now occurring
as a result of feeding dolphins Feeding wild dolphins alters their natural foraging
strategies and conditions wild animals to people making them less wary of people boats
and fishing gear Many animals are stranding seriously injured or dead from human
interactions resulting from illegal feeding including three DOJprosecuted cases in which
fishermen shot at or threw pipe bombs at dolphins to prevent them from eating their
catch Two percent of the Sarasota Bay Florida dolphin population was lost to
interactions with recreational fishing gear in 2006 In the Indian River Lagoon Florida
63 of all dolphin strandings from January 2002April 2009 were associated with hook
and line fishing gear Furthermore some businesses still openly advertise feeding
activities on the Internet and social media show many violations of the take prohibition
The SERO Protected Resources Division has worked closely with regional OLE and GC
EL offices making enforcement of feeding activities a priority for our region because of
these issues We appreciate those efforts and request this prioritization continue as
illegal feeding activities continue with increasing conservation ramifications We have
also been closely coordinating outreach and enforcement efforts with the Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission and request NOAA OLE continue making this
partnership a priority to assist in enforcement efforts Finally because feeding activities
continue by all water users commercial and recreational we recommend OLE and GC
EL implement a penalty schedule for feeding activities in the southeast region to facilitate
enforcement of this common violation


Priority 2 Topics
Bottlenose Dolphin Take Reduction Plan BDTRP regulations to protect depleted coastal


bottlenose dolphins along Atlantic coast NMFS promulgated regulations implementing
the BDTRP in May 2006 with an amendment to the BDTRP in December 2008
extending gillnet requirements in North Carolina that were expiring The BDTRP
currently only has regulations pertaining to commercial gillnet gear operating in state
waters from New Jersey through Floridaseast coast Regulations include gear
modifications timearea closures and proximity requirements Based on analysis of
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limited observer coverage in 2009 the percent of observed hauls in compliance of
BDTRP regulations when able to be determined was 75 100 percent Enforcement
efforts will help ensure compliance continues to increase Additionally the BDTRP will
be amended in the next year to include regulations for Virginia pound net gear in which
enforcement will be crucial to ensure additional takes of dolphins are not occurring in this
fishery due to non compliant gear This enforcement action will also benefit sea turtles
because the requirements for pound net gear will be similar to current federal regulations
for sea turtle conservation efforts


Pelagic Lonnline Take Reduction Plan PLTRP regulations to protect pilot whales and


Rissos dolphins in the Atlantic EEZ off the US East Coast NMFS promulgated
regulations implementing the PLTRP in May 2009 PLTRP regulatory measures include
1 posting a marine mammal handling and release placard on pelagic longline vessels
throughout the US Atlantic EEZ 2 special observer and research participation
requirements for pelagic longline vessels fishing in the Cape Hatteras Special Research
Area and 3 a mainline length restriction of 20 nm for pelagic longline vessels fishing in
the mid Atlantic bight Compliance with measures 1 and 2 appears high however few
vessels appear to be complying with the mainline length restrictions based on analysis of
logbook data Enforcement efforts will help to ensure that compliance continues to
increase


Marine mammal take prohibition specifically harassment The MMPA taking
prohibition includes preventing harassment of marine mammals The MMPA prohibits
Level A the potential to injure marine mammals in the wild and Level B the potential
to disturb marine mammal behavior in the wild harassment The volume of commercial
eco tours viewing wild dolphins in many areas of the Southeast US combined with both
commercial and recreational vessels on the water yearround causes increased potential
for harassment of dolphins Common forms of interactions occurring from viewing and
vessel activities includes separation of moms and calves running through groups of
dolphins forcing them to wake ride for tours swimming with wild dolphins and
pursuing encircling and corralling via jet skis or other vessel platforms Research now
shows that in extreme cases bottlenose dolphins may leave a preferred area to escape
disruptions from these activities Harassment also puts dolphins at greater risk for boat strikes
and entanglement in fishing gear Seventeen stranded dolphins were found with evidence of boat
strikes along Floridaseast coast from January 2002April 2009 Furthermore many
businesses openly advertise activities on the Internet that may constitute a take Targeted
enforcement of harassment activities is crucial to ensure dolphin populations do not
suffer the extreme conservation consequences known from harassment and to send the
message that NOAA takes violating these rules seriously
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart Stacey Horstman Shelley Norton


Subject enforcement priorities type
Date Wednesday December 15 2010 111025 AM
Attachments 2011 enforcement needsdoc


Michael Barnettevcf


Sorry I caught a typo
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MEMORANDUM FOR Hal Robbins Special AgentinCharge


FROM David Bernhart Assistant Regional Administrator


SUBJECT Protected Resources Division Comments on Enforcement Priorities


for FY 2011


On behalf of the Southeast Regional Office Protected Resources Division I appreciate the
opportunity to provide input to the NOAA Office of Law Enforcement OLE regarding our
priorities for enforcement activities in Fiscal Year 2011 I hope the list of priorities below
augments additional input provided by Headquarters and other Regional Office staff allowing
you and OLE to identify national priorities for enforcement of Endangered Species Act ESA
and Marine Mammal Protection Act MMPA regulations


Priority 1 Topics


Turtle Excluder Device TED regulations throughout the Southeast shrimp fishery


NMFS originally promulgated TED regulations for the Southeast shrimp fishery in the
early 1990s and revised them last in 2003 Recent reports have illustrated steep angles


insufficient escape openings and other compliance issues in Texas Louisiana and
Florida These TED compliance issues will result in sea turtle mortality Insuring
shrimpers are properly using TEDs is critically important to sea turtle conservation
efforts The Southeast shrimp fishery operates under ESA authorizations ie via a


biological opinion with specific parameters including TED performance levels based on
adequate regulatory compliance and enforcement The documented compliance issues


cast doubt onto the validity of these ESA authorizations Furthermore our foreign TED
inspection program pursuant to US Public Law 101 162 Section 609 is based on a
comparability analysis of our domestic TED program Without adequate enforcement


and TED compliance within the Southeast shrimp fishery this program and our


international sea turtle conservation measures are compromised Lastly NMFS will be
promulgating new TED regulations in the near future which will require TEDs on over
2000 skimmer trawl vessels To remedy these TED compliance issues we need
dedicated enforcement officers to regularly conduct dockside and atsea inspections in
concert with gear specialists from the Southeast Fisheries Science Center similar to the
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Protected Resources Enforcement Team requirement included in the December 2 2002


biological opinion


Ship speed regulations to protect North Atlantic Right Whales on the East Coast NMFS


promulgated rules in 2008 to require ships greater than 65 feet long to travel at 10 knots
or less during certain times in designated areas NOAA recently issued notices of
violation to vessels exceeding the speed limit We appreciate these efforts Nevertheless
compliance with the regulations is sparse at best NOAA can best gain compliance of the
shipping industry by issuing additional NOVAs


Marine mammal take prohibition specifically feedinm regulation The MMPAs


implementing regulations at 50 CFR 2164 prohibit feeding or attempting to feed marine
mammals in the wild Feeding or attempting to feed bottlenose dolphins in the southeast
United States is a prolific problem with several hotspot locations in which it occurs
predominately The harm of feeding wild bottlenose dolphins was documented in a
NMFS 1994 report to Congress
http wwwnmfsnoaaaovprpdfseducationdolphinfeedinapdf This report


forecasted the major human dolphin interactions and conservation issues now occurring
as a result of feeding dolphins Feeding wild dolphins alters their natural foraging
strategies and conditions wild animals to people making them less wary of people boats
and fishing gear Many animals are stranding seriously injured or dead from human
interactions resulting from illegal feeding including three DOJprosecuted cases in which
fishermen shot at or threw pipe bombs at dolphins to prevent them from eating their
catch Two percent of the Sarasota Bay Florida dolphin population was lost to
interactions with recreational fishing gear in 2006 In the Indian River Lagoon Florida
63 of all dolphin strandings from January 2002April 2009 were associated with hook
and line fishing gear Furthermore some businesses still openly advertise feeding
activities on the Internet and social media show many violations of the take prohibition
The SERO Protected Resources Division has worked closely with regional OLE and GC
EL offices making enforcement of feeding activities a priority for our region because of
these issues We appreciate those efforts and request this prioritization continue as
illegal feeding activities continue with increasing conservation ramifications We have
also been closely coordinating outreach and enforcement efforts with the Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission and request NOAA OLE continue making this
partnership a priority to assist in enforcement efforts Finally because feeding activities
continue by all water users commercial and recreational we recommend OLE and GC
EL implement a penalty schedule for feeding activities in the southeast region to facilitate
enforcement of this common violation


Priority 2 Topics
Bottlenose Dolphin Take Reduction Plan BDTRP regulations to protect depleted coastal


bottlenose dolphins along Atlantic coast NMFS promulgated regulations implementing
the BDTRP in May 2006 with an amendment to the BDTRP in December 2008
extending gillnet requirements in North Carolina that were expiring The BDTRP
currently only has regulations pertaining to commercial gillnet gear operating in state
waters from New Jersey through Floridaseast coast Regulations include gear
modifications timearea closures and proximity requirements Based on analysis of
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limited observer coverage in 2009 the percent of observed hauls in compliance of
BDTRP regulations when able to be determined was 75 100 percent Enforcement
efforts will help ensure compliance continues to increase Additionally the BDTRP will
be amended in the next year to include regulations for Virginia pound net gear in which
enforcement will be crucial to ensure additional takes of dolphins are not occurring in this
fishery due to non compliant gear This enforcement action will also benefit sea turtles
because the requirements for pound net gear will be similar to current federal regulations
for sea turtle conservation efforts


Pelagic Lonnline Take Reduction Plan PLTRP regulations to protect pilot whales and


Rissos dolphins in the Atlantic EEZ off the US East Coast NMFS promulgated
regulations implementing the PLTRP in May 2009 PLTRP regulatory measures include
1 posting a marine mammal handling and release placard on pelagic longline vessels
throughout the US Atlantic EEZ 2 special observer and research participation
requirements for pelagic longline vessels fishing in the Cape Hatteras Special Research
Area and 3 a mainline length restriction of 20 nm for pelagic longline vessels fishing in
the mid Atlantic bight Compliance with measures 1 and 2 appears high however few
vessels appear to be complying with the mainline length restrictions based on analysis of
logbook data Enforcement efforts will help to ensure that compliance continues to
increase


Marine mammal take prohibition specifically harassment The MMPA taking
prohibition includes preventing harassment of marine mammals The MMPA prohibits
Level A the potential to injure marine mammals in the wild and Level B the potential
to disturb marine mammal behavior in the wild harassment The volume of commercial
eco tours viewing wild dolphins in many areas of the Southeast US combined with both
commercial and recreational vessels on the water yearround causes increased potential
for harassment of dolphins Common forms of interactions occurring from viewing and
vessel activities includes separation of moms and calves running through groups of
dolphins forcing them to wake ride for tours swimming with wild dolphins and
pursuing encircling and corralling via jet skis or other vessel platforms Research now
shows that in extreme cases bottlenose dolphins may leave a preferred area to escape
disruptions from these activities Harassment also puts dolphins at greater risk for boat strikes
and entanglement in fishing gear Seventeen stranded dolphins were found with evidence of boat
strikes along Floridaseast coast from January 2002April 2009 Furthermore many
businesses openly advertise activities on the Internet that may constitute a take Targeted
enforcement of harassment activities is crucial to ensure dolphin populations do not
suffer the extreme conservation consequences known from harassment and to send the
message that NOAA takes violating these rules seriously


3







beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard


file ClDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertMichael Barnette 122vcf1528201141037 PM







From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject draft enforcement priorities
Date Wednesday December 15 2010 111039 AM
Attachments 2011 enforcement needsdoc


Michael Barnettevcf


A


Attached draft memo FYI I believe we will also be adding a bit about a
sawfish issue as well


Cheers
Mike
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MEMORANDUM FOR Hal Robbins Special AgentinCharge


FROM David Bernhart Assistant Regional Administrator


SUBJECT Protected Resources Division Comments on Enforcement Priorities


for FY 2011


On behalf of the Southeast Regional Office Protected Resources Division I appreciate the
opportunity to provide input to the NOAA Office of Law Enforcement OLE regarding our
priorities for enforcement activities in Fiscal Year 2011 I hope the list of priorities below
augments additional input provided by Headquarters and other Regional Office staff allowing
you and OLE to identify national priorities for enforcement of Endangered Species Act ESA
and Marine Mammal Protection Act MMPA regulations


Priority 1 Topics


Turtle Excluder Device TED regulations throughout the Southeast shrimp fishery


NMFS originally promulgated TED regulations for the Southeast shrimp fishery in the
early 1990s and revised them last in 2003 Recent reports have illustrated steep angles


insufficient escape openings and other compliance issues in Texas Louisiana and
Florida These TED compliance issues will result in sea turtle mortality Insuring
shrimpers are properly using TEDs is critically important to sea turtle conservation
efforts The Southeast shrimp fishery operates under ESA authorizations ie via a


biological opinion with specific parameters including TED performance levels based on
adequate regulatory compliance and enforcement The documented compliance issues


cast doubt onto the validity of these ESA authorizations Furthermore our foreign TED
inspection program pursuant to US Public Law 101 162 Section 609 is based on a
comparability analysis of our domestic TED program Without adequate enforcement


and TED compliance within the Southeast shrimp fishery this program and our


international sea turtle conservation measures are compromised Lastly NMFS will be
promulgating new TED regulations in the near future which will require TEDs on over
2000 skimmer trawl vessels To remedy these TED compliance issues we need
dedicated enforcement officers to regularly conduct dockside and atsea inspections in
concert with gear specialists from the Southeast Fisheries Science Center similar to the
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Protected Resources Enforcement Team requirement included in the December 2 2002


biological opinion


Ship speed regulations to protect North Atlantic Right Whales on the East Coast NMFS


promulgated rules in 2008 to require ships greater than 65 feet long to travel at 10 knots
or less during certain times in designated areas NOAA recently issued notices of
violation to vessels exceeding the speed limit We appreciate these efforts Nevertheless
compliance with the regulations is sparse at best NOAA can best gain compliance of the
shipping industry by issuing additional NOVAs


Marine mammal take prohibition specifically feedinm regulation The MMPAs


implementing regulations at 50 CFR 2164 prohibit feeding or attempting to feed marine
mammals in the wild Feeding or attempting to feed bottlenose dolphins in the southeast
United States is a prolific problem with several hotspot locations in which it occurs
predominately The harm of feeding wild bottlenose dolphins was documented in a
NMFS 1994 report to Congress
http wwwnmfsnoaaaovprpdfseducationdolphinfeedinapdf This report


forecasted the major human dolphin interactions and conservation issues now occurring
as a result of feeding dolphins Feeding wild dolphins alters their natural foraging
strategies and conditions wild animals to people making them less wary of people boats
and fishing gear Many animals are stranding seriously injured or dead from human
interactions resulting from illegal feeding including three DOJprosecuted cases in which
fishermen shot at or threw pipe bombs at dolphins to prevent them from eating their
catch Two percent of the Sarasota Bay Florida dolphin population was lost to
interactions with recreational fishing gear in 2006 In the Indian River Lagoon Florida
63 of all dolphin strandings from January 2002April 2009 were associated with hook
and line fishing gear Furthermore some businesses still openly advertise feeding
activities on the Internet and social media show many violations of the take prohibition
The SERO Protected Resources Division has worked closely with regional OLE and GC
EL offices making enforcement of feeding activities a priority for our region because of
these issues We appreciate those efforts and request this prioritization continue as
illegal feeding activities continue with increasing conservation ramifications We have
also been closely coordinating outreach and enforcement efforts with the Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission and request NOAA OLE continue making this
partnership a priority to assist in enforcement efforts Finally because feeding activities
continue by all water users commercial and recreational we recommend OLE and GC
EL implement a penalty schedule for feeding activities in the southeast region to facilitate
enforcement of this common violation


Priority 2 Topics
Bottlenose Dolphin Take Reduction Plan BDTRP regulations to protect depleted coastal


bottlenose dolphins along Atlantic coast NMFS promulgated regulations implementing
the BDTRP in May 2006 with an amendment to the BDTRP in December 2008
extending gillnet requirements in North Carolina that were expiring The BDTRP
currently only has regulations pertaining to commercial gillnet gear operating in state
waters from New Jersey through Floridaseast coast Regulations include gear
modifications timearea closures and proximity requirements Based on analysis of
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limited observer coverage in 2009 the percent of observed hauls in compliance of
BDTRP regulations when able to be determined was 75 100 percent Enforcement
efforts will help ensure compliance continues to increase Additionally the BDTRP will
be amended in the next year to include regulations for Virginia pound net gear in which
enforcement will be crucial to ensure additional takes of dolphins are not occurring in this
fishery due to non compliant gear This enforcement action will also benefit sea turtles
because the requirements for pound net gear will be similar to current federal regulations
for sea turtle conservation efforts


Pelagic Lonnline Take Reduction Plan PLTRP regulations to protect pilot whales and


Rissos dolphins in the Atlantic EEZ off the US East Coast NMFS promulgated
regulations implementing the PLTRP in May 2009 PLTRP regulatory measures include
1 posting a marine mammal handling and release placard on pelagic longline vessels
throughout the US Atlantic EEZ 2 special observer and research participation
requirements for pelagic longline vessels fishing in the Cape Hatteras Special Research
Area and 3 a mainline length restriction of 20 nm for pelagic longline vessels fishing in
the mid Atlantic bight Compliance with measures 1 and 2 appears high however few
vessels appear to be complying with the mainline length restrictions based on analysis of
logbook data Enforcement efforts will help to ensure that compliance continues to
increase


Marine mammal take prohibition specifically harassment The MMPA taking
prohibition includes preventing harassment of marine mammals The MMPA prohibits
Level A the potential to injure marine mammals in the wild and Level B the potential
to disturb marine mammal behavior in the wild harassment The volume of commercial
eco tours viewing wild dolphins in many areas of the Southeast US combined with both
commercial and recreational vessels on the water yearround causes increased potential
for harassment of dolphins Common forms of interactions occurring from viewing and
vessel activities includes separation of moms and calves running through groups of
dolphins forcing them to wake ride for tours swimming with wild dolphins and
pursuing encircling and corralling via jet skis or other vessel platforms Research now
shows that in extreme cases bottlenose dolphins may leave a preferred area to escape
disruptions from these activities Harassment also puts dolphins at greater risk for boat strikes
and entanglement in fishing gear Seventeen stranded dolphins were found with evidence of boat
strikes along Floridaseast coast from January 2002April 2009 Furthermore many
businesses openly advertise activities on the Internet that may constitute a take Targeted
enforcement of harassment activities is crucial to ensure dolphin populations do not
suffer the extreme conservation consequences known from harassment and to send the
message that NOAA takes violating these rules seriously
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re Fwd memo on OPR enforcement priorities
Date Wednesday December 15 2010 111158 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Typo in 1st paragraph its Office of Law Enforcement


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Barbara Mike Kristy and Sara
Please look at this memo that Cotton has drafted for Jim to send to


Alan Risenhoover My comments are attached in separate document
Please comment on that document Mike is SERO doing something like
this I think Laura Engelby might commenting so it would be good if
the SERO priorities dovetailed with FPRs Please send comments by COB
tomorrow Thanks A


Subject
memo on OPR enforcement priorities
From


David Cottingham DavidCottingham@noaagov
Date


Mon 13 Dec 2010 162306 0500
To


Trevor Spradlin TrevorSpradlinnoaagovAlexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Shannon Bettridge
ShannonBettridge@noaagov Greg Silber GregSilbernoaagov
Therese Conant ThereseConant@noaagov michael Payne
MichaelPayne@noaagov Tammy Adams TammyAdams@noaagov


To


Trevor Spradlin TrevorSpradlinnoaagovAlexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierreznoaagovShannon Bettridge
ShannonBettridge@noaagov Greg Silber GregSilbernoaagov
Therese Conant ThereseConant@noaagov michael Payne
MichaelPayne@noaagov Tammy Adams TammyAdams@noaagov


all


please see attached draft memo from Jim to Alan on our enforcement
priorities for FY 2011 These stem from the brief discussion we had
in division chf meeting last week edit away and give me comments by
cob Wednesday there are a few blanks that someone needs to fill


in Alexis


HG would like to get the memo to Alan this week


thanks


dc
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette


Subject FPRs Comments on the Enforcement Penalty Schedule
Date Wednesday December 15 2010 112731 AM
Attachments Re Notes from this morning s discussion re Enforcement Policveml 198 KBlmsa


Cheers A


http wwwnmfsnoaaaovoledraft penalty nolicvDdf







From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michelle McGreaor


Cc Grea Silber David Cottinaham KristvLona Tom Eaale Shannon Bettridae


Subject Re Notes from this mornings discussion re Enforcement Policy
Date Wednesday December 15 2010 111135 AM
Attachments Enforcement oenalty schedule comments PR2 12 15 10FINALdocx


Here is the final version Cheers A


Michelle McGregor wrote
Alexis is incorporating my comments right now Thanks Alexis and Greg
M


Greg Silber wrote


Yes she may I mentioned this exercise to Michelle yesterday and
provided the draft comment this morning


G


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi I believe Michelle McGregor has comments Michelle any comments A


David Cottingham wrote
Thanks These look good to me Ill forward to Helen


dc


Kristy Lo ng wrote
Thanks for the comments Alexis and Greg There is a clean version
of the document at GPR2Enforcement penalty schedule comments
PR2121510doc and attached
Greg Silber wrote


Kristy Trevor


Many thanks for pulling this together I offer the attached
comments


Greg


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi All Sorry for missing this morningsmeeting I have spent a
good part of the day talking with SERO SEC and GCEL about some
of the implications of this penalty schedule for turtles
Attached is the latest version of the comments that Kristy and
Trevor developed with some input from the turtle folks The big
thing to flag is that gear violations in the ESA Schedule were
only referenced for TEDS not all gear and fishing practices
Also the summary settlement schedule link on page 2 linked to
the current fixit and summary settlement schedule In the
Southeast this has not been updated since 1999 and 2009
respectively Both of which are very out dated In talking to
Frank Sprtel its not clear when this will be fixed For sea
turtles the fixit and summary settlements are big for gear
regulations so having this changed would help immensely
Thanks for the opportunity to comment Cheers A







Trevor Spradlin wrote
Attached


David Cottingham
Chief Division of Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation
NMFS Office of Protected Resources


phone 301 713 2322 ext 101
fax 301 427 2522







PR2 Comments on Draft Policy the Assessment of Civil Administrative Penalties


and Permit Sanctions


General Comments


FPR thinks the framework is well thought out and appropriate
We strongly believe that OLEGCEL should consult with program staff or some equally
interactive process whereby relevant facts or information can be included throughout the
process of assessing the appropriate fine for a particular incident particularly when
invoking the flexibility inherent in the matrix Program staff can help evaluate events
and interpret regulations Further they may have additional information relevant to the
matrix criteria eg an individual sits on a Take Reduction Team and has intimate
knowledge of the regulations but no previous history of violations thus this knowledge
may inform the level of intent and base penalty
We suggest including some discussion on how violations are determined to be Civil vs
Criminalie the criteria for determining when a violation is sufficiently significant to
warrant referral to a US Attorneysoffice for criminal prosecution as stated on pages 2
3 Additionally we have the following questions


When for example does a threshold for willful cross into criminal
Could an individual or entity be assessed both a civil and a criminal penalty
Will there be a similar policy document for Criminal penalties Ifnot revise the
maximum penalty included on pg 3 footnote 2 to potentially include the criminal
penalty as well as the civil penalty maximum


If a penalty may be brought under more than one authority eg MMPA ESA NMSA
how does GCEL decide which ones to use We would like to see some discussion on
the decision making process And we suggest that the default condition be the use of
more than one statute when appropriate As noted above we also request that such a
decision be made in consultationdiscussion with program staff


Specific Comments
Pg 2 second full paragraph please add the word POTENTIAL impact on marine
resources it is difficult to say with absolute certainty that a violation impacting a listed
species will have no impact Moreover especially with the current fixit schedule the
infractions on that list will definitely have impacts to listed species
Pg 2 The reference to the summary settlement and fixit policies reveal that in the
Southeast the fixit schedule has not been updated since 1999 and the summary
settlement schedule since 2009 Much of the fixit list needs to be moved to the summary
settlement schedule We are now almost two decades into having these regulations on the
books so TED angles and flap openings should be correct by now A fixit no longer
suffices especially since we are learning how rampant non compliance in the SE Shrimp
Fisheries is with TED usage Angles greater than 55 degrees likely mean that turtles have
a less likely chance of escape and thus that action is resulting in a take and likely
mortality Thus a fixit is not an appropriate penalty The Gear Specialists in the
Southeast recommend the following changes


o TED angles from 61 to 70 degrees summary settlement of
750 to 1000 per TED







o TED angles exceeding 70 degrees seizure of the catch and


fines assessed commensurate with completely sewn shut TED
o Current penalties for undersized escape openings need significant revision


in order to capture the broad range of violations that have been observed
o Vessels operating only in State waters ie no option to revoke Federal


shrimp permits found with significant TED violations should result in
catch or gear seizure


Pg 4 Economic Benefit Section Please note that for protected resource issues there
instances where GCEL requires the assistance ofNMFS Natural Resource economists
given that it often difficult to determine the market value for the infraction easily eg
ship strike rule Thus we request that this section acknowledge that the Economic
Benefit calculation at times maybe calculated by people other the NOAA attorney
Pg 10 Clarify that Commercial vs Recreational applies to more than just fishing It
should include viewing activities ship speed regulations etc
Pg 10 Commercial vs Recreational a recreational violator should not be deemed a
mitigating factor given the instances where recreational activities are harassing or taking
listed species eg approach rules for spinner dolphins Furthermore there are
increasing instances of hook and line fisherman interacting with protected species
Pg 21 Example 6 refers to the ESA but both the ESA and NMSA apply to that
example We suggest explaining why only the ESA was used Alternatively the
example could illustrate how both statutes would be considered in determining a penalty
Pg 23 Under Economic Benefit clarify that the parenthetical is an example Economic
benefit could also be derived from other situations as described on pages 1011
Pg 39 Steller of Steller sea lion is misspelled
Page 40 ESA Schedule Other Violations should include in the examples under
moderate to major reference not just to TEDs but all gear and fishing practices designed
to reduce takes of listed species Almost all gear restrictions related to sea turtles are
promulgated through ESA rulemaking not MSA rulemaking
Pg 41 Delete failure to file annual report under Commercial Fisheries Minor
Violations That was a requirement under MMPA section 114 which was superseded by
the requirement to report incidental mortality and injury of marine mammals in the
course of commercial fishing operations under section 118e Therefore modify failure
to report taking of a marine mammal to failure to report incidental mortality or injury
of a marine mammal


Pg 41 Fail to carry certificate on board already has maximum penalty of100







From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M Hoaan David F OES


Subject TX and LA TED inspection reports
Date Wednesday December 15 2010 24418 PM
Attachments Cameron LA 82010 Finaldoc


July 2010 Texas TED inspection renortodf


Michael Barnettevcf


Attached


Nick Pitcher npilcher@mrfasiaorg
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MEMORANDUM FOR FSEC42 John Mitchell


FROM FSEC42 Dale StevensJack Forrester


SUBJECT Trip report


On August 11 2010 Jack Forrester and Dale Stevens departed Pascagoula MS enroute to
Cameron LA the Westernmost shrimping port in Louisiana The purpose of this trip was to
conduct a series of courtesy dockside TED inspections along the Western Louisiana coastline to
try and determine the level of TED compliance within the shrimp fishery in this region These
inspections showed TED compliance to be poor at best


At the port of Cameron TED inspections were conducted aboard nine 9 vessels Of the nine
vessels two were found with the escape holes sewn completely closed Two vessels were found to
have no TEDs installed at all Of these two vessels it was obvious that one of them had recently
been trawling due to the presence of dead fish and other debris which was visible in the net Two
of the vessels were equipped with single flaps and escape openings that would stretch to less than
32inches Federal regulations require a minimum of 71inches when stretched These vessels had
forward cuts that stretched to less than 20inches where Federal Regulations require a minimum of
26inches One vessel was equipped with large pipe TEDs installed at 68degree angles and escape
openings of 65inches Another vessel was found with double cover flaps sewn together down the
middle Of the nine vessels only one was found to be compliant with the TED regulations
Recommendations were made to the captains and boat owners on how to better equip their TEDs
to achieve maximum shrimp retention Most of them stated that it didntmatter because they kept
their TEDs sewed closed when they were trawling A large number of the TEDs we inspected
supported this claim It should be noted that most of these vessels were small in size 35 to 65 feet
in length making one think they would be trawling in inshore waters however everyone we
questioned stated that they worked in the offshore waters between Cameron and Sabine


The next port Delcambre LA consisted of mostly skimmer trawl vessels however two vessels
were observed to have conventional otter trawl gear onboard Of these two vessels one was
equipped with TEDs and the other vessel had no TEDs installed in the nets No one was onboard
either vessel so no contact was made with these captains


The next port was Intracoastal City LA where approximately seventeen vessels were observed
Most of the vessels in this port were using fixed angle TEDs 45degree angles with double cover
flaps The overlapped portion of the flaps on all of these TEDs measured from 24inches to 32
inches significantly exceeding the fifteen inch maximum stretched measurement allowed in the
Federal Regulations Several TEDs were observed with the flaps completely overlapped from side
to side Most of these TEDs had leading edge cuts which measured 46 to 48 inches well below the
minimum required cut of 56inches Four vessels were equipped with standard TEDs from Tonys
net shop in New Orleans These TEDs were all equipped with the single flap On these TEDs the
leading edge cut was only 46inches this is 25 inches less than the 71 inch leading edge cut







requirement The flaps on these TEDs would only stretch to 48inches well below the 71 inch
stretched measurement as required by Federal TED regulations One vessel was observed with grid
angles at 65degrees and several vessels had illegal single flap openings measuring 52 to 60inches
71 inch minimum required Of the seventeen vessels inspected only two were found to be fully
compliant


The next port was Morgan City LA where four vessels were observed with fixed angle TEDs
There was no one on board these vessels so we were not able to conduct a thorough evaluation


We traveled from Houma down to Dulac LA where very few vessels were observed with trawl
gear onboard This did not come as a surprise and was expected due to the oil spill and vessels
being employed by BPsVessels of Opportunity program VOO


We then traveled down through Cut Off Golden Meadow and Port Fourchon ending in Grand
Isle We saw more of the same with regard to vessels without trawl gear as all appeared to be
working with BPsVOO program Two vessels with TEDs were inspected in Port Fourchon and
found to have forward cuts of 9 inches and 6 inches respectively minimum requirement is 26
inches One of these TEDs had a leading edge cut of 64inches minimum requirement is
71inches One TED was installed at an angle of 70degrees 55 degree maximum requirement
The angles on all other TEDs looked good Both vessels had two 634inch X 834inch floats
installed on the front surface of the TED at a point where a turtle would exit the device Federal
TED regulations require that floats which are installed inside the TED extension must be placed
behind the front surface of the grid The float placement observed on the TEDs of these two
vessels would have likely blocked the escape route of a turtle trying to exit through the TED


Of the vessels observed a total of 29 were boarded and measurements taken on the TEDs


Of the 29 vessels three were found to be in full compliance with the TED regulations Five were
found to have problems with their gear that may or may not result in the death of a turtle
depending on the size of the turtle encountered Twenty one of these vessels were equipped with
TEDs which in our opinion would result in the capture and possible death of a sea turtle


During this trip we also made an attempt to count the number of Skimmer and Butterfly trawl
equipped vessels which we observed This count was taken for the purpose of estimating the
number of TEDs which may be needed in the event that TEDs are required to be installed in these
gear types A total of 500 vessels were counted with skimmer and butterfly gear during our tour of
Western Louisiana This number far exceeds the number of otter trawl vessels we saw by an
estimated order of31 Note this number reflects only skimmer and butterfly vessels which were
in our field of view during the trip and is only a sample The true number is likely significantly
higher as there are many small bayous and towns in which we did not travel too Additionally a
large number of these vessels are likely employed by BPs VOO program This number should be
regarded as an indication that a larger number of TEDs will be required in the skimmer and
butterfly shrimp fishery of Louisiana if and when a TED rule is implemented in these fisheries


We returned to Pascagoula MS on August 13 2010
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


MEMORANDUM FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of the East Texas Shrimp Fleets Compliance with
Turtle Excluder Device Requirements


DATE July 28 2010


Introduction


On July 2021 2010 I joined Dale Stevens and Jack Forrester Southeast Fisheries Science
CentersPascagoula Lab Harvesting Branch aboard the Gear Monitoring Team GMT boat in
Galveston Texas to evaluate compliance with turtle excluder device TED requirements in the
shrimp fishery Dale and Jack began the evaluation inspections on July 19 A special agent from
NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement joined the GMT boat on July 1920 to lead inspections and
a Texas Park and Wildlife Division TPWD enforcement officer also joined the GMT boat on
July 19 Additionally two TPWD law enforcement vessels conducted boardings off Freeport on
July 19 No law enforcement personnel were available for inspections on July 21 so we elected
to conduct voluntary courtesy inspections on this day It is worth noting that prior to these
inspections Dale Stevens conducted a TED workshop on July 7 2010 that was attended by
approximately 90 local fishermen


It was obvious effort in the fleet was significantly reduced in nearshore waters and the potential
effort shift from areas affected by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill has not materialized Many
fishermen continue to work for British Petroleum in oil recovery efforts and at least one boat we
talked to indicated it too would be joining that BPfunded effort due to low shrimp catch rates
off Texas This reduced effort combined with inclement weather on July 21 significantly
affected the scope of this evaluation trip Nevertheless the findings give a clear assessment of
the compliance level within the shrimp fleet in Eastern Texas


1 As GMT personnel requested permission to board a trawler they clearly identified themselves as gear specialists
and not law enforcement and then offered assistance to review and if needed correct TED installation in the
trawlersnets
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Summary of Findings


July 19 inspections off Freeport


MIDNIGHT SUN While angles of two inspected TED grids were good 50 and 53 degrees
respectively the forward horizontal cut of one net only stretched to 60 inches 71 inch
minimum


CAPTAIN BAILEY A weedless TED grid installed in one of the two inspected nets lacked the
required brace bar which resulted in bar spacings of over 5 inches 4inch maximum
Additionally the grid was installed at approximately 70 degrees After extended discussion the
vessel was eventually escorted to port where the catch was seized


PROWLER TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 20 inspections off Galveston


CAPTAIN ANDREW The forward side cuts of two inspected nets were only 16 and 20 inches
respectively 26inch minimum and the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches 71
inch minimum Additionally while the forward side cuts on two other inspected nets aboard
this vessel were sufficient again the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches


GULF SHRIMP TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good The captain
stated he participated in the TED workshop on July 7 2010


DONOVAN TIEN II TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 21 dockside inspections at Freeport


TIFFANY LEANN II En route to


Freeport we observed a bait shrimper
inside western Galveston Bay north 4


1
of San Luis Pass 29 08540N95
08730W The vessel had recently


their net in as a pile of wet
debris was piled up on the stern no 11
TED was observed in the net While


50 CFR223206d2iiA2
authorizes alternative tow times in 4
lieu of TEDs for baitshrimpers
Texas bait shrimpers are required to


111


use TEDs because TPWD does not


have an exclusive bait shrimp fishery
license The exemption at 50 CFR
223206d2iiA2
specifies Is a bait shrimper that
retains all live shrimp on board with a circulating seawater system if it does notpossess more
than 32 lb 145 kg ofdead shrimp on board if it has a valid original state bait shrimp license
and ifthe state license allows the licensed vessel to participate in the bait shrimp fishery
exclusively
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CAPTAIN BILL The escape openings in the two inspected nets would only stretch to 56 inches
71 inch minimum


DELCO VII While the forward horizontal cut of the two inspected nets stretched to 70 inches
the escape openings would only stretch to 54 inches 71 inch minimum It is worth noting that
this vessel was boarded by NOAA law enforcement on July 18 who issued a good statement
which read 2 Top Opening TEDS Escape Openings Very Close to 71 image of statement
available upon request The US Coast Guard also boarded this boat on its way back to the
dock immediately prior to our inspection on July 21 and also cleared its TEDs as acceptable
Additionally this vessel was cited earlier in the month for fishing in the oilspill closed area off
Louisiana though the deficient escape openings were apparently not observed


ISLA SOY COMO SOY The escape openings of all four inspected nets only stretched to
between 54 and 59 inches and the forward horizontal cuts would only stretch to 49 inches
Additionally there were signs eg significant wearabrasion of the escape flap along the
posterior edge of the TED grid the escape openings were being tied down during fishing
operations


Discussion


The findings from the limited time spent off Texas were extremely discouraging Even after
almost two decades of required TED use full compliance within the fishery appears low
Results would likely have been even worse had a TED workshop not been conducted
immediately prior to the Texas shrimp season opening


While likely to be controversial it is my opinion that past and current enforcement efforts on
both a state and federal level have not been effective in compelling the shrimp fleet to comply
with TED requirements Since late 2001 the US Coast Guard has admittedly been forced to
pursue higher priority issues at sea This shift away from fishery enforcement activities is
amplified by the lack of any other entity filling the void While NOAA has joint enforcement
agreements JEA with all Gulf coastal states resulting in funding to their conservation law
enforcement agencies to help enforce federal regulations and patrol federal waters the JEA
program apparently results in little benefit to TED compliance in federal waters For instance as
policy TPWD will not patrol in federal waters Likewise Louisiana has yet to even enforce
TED regulations in state waters let alone federal waters As a result TED enforcement activities
in federal waters appear to be largely non existent at least in the western Gulf of Mexico This
lack of compliance due in part to deficient enforcement effort casts serious doubts onto the
actual effectiveness of TEDs in protecting and conserving sea turtle populations and as a result
may require reinitiation of the biological opinion for the shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn Kinsey
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To John Mitchell Jack H Forrester Michael Barnette


Subject Fwd Fwd Office of Protected Resources Enforcement Priorities for FY2011
Date Friday December 17 201091235 AM
Attachments Fwd Office of Protected Resources Enforcement Priorities for FY2011eml318 MBlmsq
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From David Cottinaham


To Kristv Lona Alexis Gutierrez Trevor Soradlin Grea Silber Shannon Bettridae Mary A Colliaan David
Bernhart Donna Darm Lisa Van Atta Chris Yates


Subject Fwd Office of Protected Resources Enforcement Priorities for FY2011
Date Friday December 17 201083646 AM
Attachments NMFS OPR Enforcement Priorities for FY12odf


David Cottinahamvcf


All


heres a memo PR recently sent to Alan highlighting our priorities for OLE in
2011 I understood that some regional offices were preparing similar memos from
RDs to the heads of OLE in regional offices


dc


Original Message
SubjectOffice of Protected Resources Enforcement Priorities for FY2011


DateThu 16 Dec 2010 180300 0500
FromAbbie Mimiko AbbieMimikoanoaaaov
ToAlan Risenhoover AlanRisenhooverla noaaaov Stuart Cory


StuartCorvla noaaaov


CCJim LeckyJimLeckvanoaaaov Helen Golde HelenGoldeanoaaaov


David Cottingham DavidCottinahamaTnoaaaov


Alan Please see attached memo concerning OPRs Enforcement Priorities FY2011


Thanks


Kind Regards


Ahli Cfmik


Tel 3017132332 Ext 135
Fax 301 713 4060
Office of the Director
Protected Resources
National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
Abbie Mimikoanoaaaov


David Cottingham
Chief Division of Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation
NMFS Office of Protected Resources


phone 301 713 2322 ext 101


fax 301 427 2522
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MEMORANDUM FOR Alan Risenhoover Acting Director
Office of Law Enforcement


FROM AvrJames H Lecky Direct r DEC 1 6 2010
Office of Protected Resources


SUBJECT NMFS Office of Protected Resources Enforcement Priorities for


FY2011


On behalf of the Office of Protected Resources I appreciate the opportunity to provide input to
the NOAA Office of Law Enforcement regarding our priorities for enforcement activities in
Fiscal Year 2011 1 understandthatNMFS Regional Administrators are meeting with their OLE
regional counterparts to discuss regional priorities 1 hope that the list of priorities below
augments those discussions and that you and OLE can work with this Office to identify national
priorities to enforce the Endangered Species Act ESA and Marine Mammal Protection Act
MMPA regulations and meet with us and constituents to identify ways to improve compliance
with our regulations


Priority 1 topics


Turtle Excluder Device TED regulations throughout the Southeast Texas to NC


NMFS promulgated TED regulations in the early 1990s and has since revised them to
accommodate new TED designs Recently gear experts from the Southeast Fisheries
Science Center in Pascagoula have conducted training classes and courtesy inspections in
Texas Louisiana and Florida They found that many shrimpers are using TEDs that
dontmeet the regulations for a variety of reasons eg TEDs sewn in poorly incorrect
angles flaps installed improperly There is a small margin of error with TEDs An angle
greater than 55 degrees TED flaps sewn shut or openings smaller than required can
either prevent or significantly reduce the likelihood of sea turtles escaping and thus
reduce the recovery of these endangered and threatened species More importantly
shrimp fisheries are operating under ESA authorizations that assume TEDs are being
used correctly If they are not then the take of these species is likely higher than
accounted for in the biological opinion In addition NMFS is in the process of
promulgating new regulations that will require an additional2000 skimmer trawlers
from Texas to North Carolina to use TEDs throughout the year NMFS needs additional
uniformed officers to conduct regular dockside and atsea inspections ofthe shrimp fleet
in the GulfofMexico and the South Atlantic


Shin speed regulations to protect North Atlantic Right Whales on the East Coast NMFS
promulgated a regulation in 2008 to require ships greater than 65 feet long to travel at 10
knots or less during certain times in designated areas The Office of Protected Resources
has worked closely with OLE staff in Headquarters and Northeast and Southeast
Regional Offices to enforce these rules NOAA recently issued notices of violation to
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vessels exceeding the speed limit We appreciate these efforts Nevertheless compliance
with the regulations is sparse at best NOAA can best gain compliance of the shipping
industry by issuing additional NOVAs


Priority 2 topics


Marine Mammal Take Reduction Plan Regulations NMFS has promulgated regulations
to implement Take Reduction Plans which are designed to reduce serious injuries and
marine mammals incidental to commercial fishing Generally these regulations were
developed by a rigorous consensus process that included all stakeholders including
commercial fishermen NMFS the fishing industry and environmental community have
spent significant effort to develop and implement these regulations NMFS must be able
to evaluate whether those regulations are effective per a recent GAO audit of the Marine
Mammal Take Reduction Program The first step in evaluating that effectiveness is
determining whether fishermen are complying with existing regulations The Office of
Protected Resources and regions count on OLE to inspect and report fishingfleet
compliance with TRP andother regulations The existing Take Reduction Plans include
the Atlantic Large Whale TRP and Harbor Porpoise TRP in the NER Bottlenose Dolphin
and Pelagic Longline in the SER and Pacific Offshore Cetacean TRP in the SWR The
NOAA Enforcement Priority Setting Process includes reaching out to Take Reduction
Teams as a distinct stakeholder group between October 1 and December 31 each year
FPR is happy to assist coordinating this outreach during 2011


Priority 3 topics


Marine mammal approach and swimwith activities The MMPA prohibits taking
marine mammals NMFS has promulgated or is in the process of promulgating
regulations requiring people not to approach too closely eg right whales 500 yards
killer whales in Puget Sound 200 yards Our regulations also prohibit people from
harassing including swimming with feeding or attempting to feed wild marine
mammals In recent years the popularity of watching and swimming with wild marine
mammals has increased dramatically especially in popular tourist areas like Florida
Hawaii South Carolina and the San Juan Islands in WA Whale and dolphin watch
vessels that violate the rules and commercial swimwith operations put wild populations
and participants at risk Research is showing that in extreme cases bottlenose and other
species of dolphins may leave an area with excessive viewing activities which are
disrupting behaviors Because we have not brought charges against manyany violators
in a long time many operators completely disregard the rules Many operators now
openly advertise activities on the Internet that may constitute a take NMFS Office of
Protected Resources programs in regions to promote safe wildlife watching have not
stemmed the increasing activities of bad actors Targeted enforcement ofthe
regulations by giving tickets to violators would send the message that NOAA takes
violating these rules seriously


NMFS Office of Protected Resources permits to take marine mammals and
endangeredthreatened species This office issues permits to take marine mammals and
endangeredthreatened species for scientific research and authorizations to take these







animals incidental to other activities We regularly establish conditions that permitees
must follow or implement to comply with the authorizationpermit We have limited
ability to monitor compliance real time in the field Further our ability to enforce
compliance with the permitauthorization conditions through administrative actions is
limited without concurrent Enforcement investigations and penalties Prior and ongoing
investigations and sanctions for research permits have improved awareness and
compliance among the permitted community and highlighted loopholes in permit
language that have since been closed We appreciate these efforts and would like to
continue to work with OLE to improve permit compliance including by improving
language in permits and regulations havingjoint OLEOPRfor site visits and through
issuance ofNOVAs as appropriate
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From Michael Barnette


To Michael Mclemore


Cc Chervl Scannell


Subject Fwd Agenda for Mondays meeting on TED compliance issues
Date Friday December 17 2010 25322 PM
Attachments December 2010 FL TED inspection renortndf


Cameron LA 82010 Finaldoc


July 2010 Texas TED inspection reportpdf


Michael Barnettevcf


FYI


Meeting is set for 1100 AM on Monday December 20 in Roys office
Sorry for neglecting to includeyall
Attached are the subject memos Let me know if you have any additional
questions
Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Agenda for Mondays meeting on TED compliance issues
Date Fri 17 Dec 2010 110754 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Duane Smith DuaneSmithnoaagov
CC Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Roy Crabtree
RoyCrabtree@noaagov Otha Easley OthaEasleynoaagovHeather
Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov
kim amendola kimamendola@noaagov


Hi Duane


Sorry for not adding an agenda for the meeting The purpose of Mondays
meeting is to discuss the recent FL report if necessary but more
importantly discuss how we can elevate this issue with leadership in HQ
so they have a clear understanding of the situation and potential
repercussions if we do not address it effectively and quickly There
was language in a recent draft OpEd piece for Dr Lubchenco with input
from several individuals in HQ that indicates leadership may not fully
appreciate the situation we are facing down here Thats about the
extent of the meeting agenda I suppose
Cheers
Mike
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of Compliance with Turtle Excluder Device
Requirements in Florida


DATE December 10 2010


Introduction


On December 68 I joined Dale Stevens Southeast Fisheries Science CentersPascagoula Lab
Harvesting Branch in Mayport and Fort Myers Florida to evaluate compliance with turtle
excluder device TED requirements in the shrimp fishery The evaluations were conducted
dockside and only after obtaining permission from the vessel captain andor owner we made it
clear we were not law enforcement and were conducting courtesy inspections to assist fishermen
with TED installation and performance


Summary of Findings


December 6


CAPT TREY we inspected the two port side nets of this vessel one of which utilized a single
cover escape opening flap while the other employed a doublecover escape opening flap both
TED grids were bent bar frames rigged in a bottom opening configuration The net rigged with a
singlecover escape opening had the grid installed at 55 degrees and had 26inch side cuts but
only possessed a 61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum The net rigged with a double
cover escape opening had the grid installed at 64 degrees 55 degrees maximum and with 22
inch side cuts but had an 18 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch
maximum The captain mentioned the vessel was boarded a couple months ago by the US
Coast Guard but he stated the boarding crew only checked the TED angle and neglected to
inspect the various required measurements


As we arrived late in the day and the weather forecast was expected to preclude any fishing in
the near term the CAPT TREY was the only vessel we found in port with their crew aboard
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However we did take the opportunity to walk the docks to conduct a quick visual survey of the
other trawlers in Mayport The following documents our visual observations
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rigged with 025inch stainless steel
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QUEEN B one net was rigged with bentbar TED in a bottom opening configuration with a
doublecover escape opening an illegal chaffing flap was installed over the doublecover escape
opening


December 7


We met with Gerald Pack owner of Safe Harbor Seafood Company to discuss IED
requirements and offer our assistance in addressing installation or performance issues Due to
our preliminary observations that we shared with Mr Pack we also offered to conduct a TED
workshop at Mayport in earlymid January Mr Pack was supportive of this idea and stated he
would get the word out to local fishermen
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JENNIFER ANN We met the captain of the JENNIFER ANN at Safe Harbor Seafood
Company who gave us his permission to board his boat and evaluate his TEDs which he stated
were perfect Both port side nets were rigged with bentbar grids installed in a bottom opening
configuration fitted with doublecover escape opening flaps One net had a grid installed at 55
degrees but had a 20 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch maximum The
other net had only a 14inch overlap between the two escape flap panels but the grid was
installed at 63 degrees 55 degrees maximum


December 8


We met with Grant Erickson coowner of Erickson and Jenson Seafood as well as with the local
netTED installer Don Dinh


PERSEVERANCE I as with most boats we observed in Fort Myers this vessel was rigged with
large bentbar TED grids installed in a bottomopening configuration Port side net 1 had its
grid installed at 59 degrees 55 degrees maximum with 31 inch side cuts but only had a 63 inch
leading edge cut 71 inch minimum the escape opening measured 72 inches Port side net 2
was installed at 55 degrees with 30 inch side cuts but had an insufficient leading edge cut of 61
inches 71 inch minimum Also the grid was damaged resulting in a bar spacing of475 inches
in the middle of the grid It was noted the nylon webbing of the trawl net was heavily dipped
which made the mesh extremely stiff and hard to stretch


We also met with Steve Gala coowner of Trico Shrimp Company Trico also utilizes Don Dinh
as their TED installer


OLE BETTS SEA rigged with bentbar TED grids installed in a bottom opening configuration
with singlecover escape opening flaps The port side net TED grid was installed at 54 degrees
with 32inch side cuts and a 75 inch leading edge cut The TED grid in starboard side net 1
was installed at 55 degrees with 28 inch side cuts but only had a 60inch leading edge cut 71
inch minimum The grid in starboard side net 1 also had a bent bar resulting in 5 inch bar
spacing The TED grid in starboard side net 2 was installed at 54 degrees with 35 inch side
cuts but only had a 61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum As with the net observed
aboard PERSEVERANCE I the webbing aboard this vessel was also heavily dipped and
extremely stiff which may be compromising its ability to stretch to the 71 inch minimum


Discussion


Prior to our inspection trip we anticipated high
compliance rates in Florida due to enforcement
efforts from the US Coast Guard the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission y


and NOAA Fisheries It should be noted the


Mayport shrimp docks are immediately adjacent
to US Coast Guard Station Mayport image at
right which should facilitate inspection efforts
However we found significant issues with the
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few vessels we were able to evaluate Furthermore we noted potentially small escape openings
and steep TED angles on several vessels we were unable to board and inspect ie unverified
Conversely vessels at Fort Myers appeared to be much more consistent and closer to being in
complete compliance though deficiencies were still noted This consistency in lED installation
at Fort Myers can be attributed to the work of a single netTED installer who was fluent with the
TED requirements He did note the difficulty in communicating with vessel captainscrews who
demanded their TED grids be installed at high angles eg 65 degrees due to the likelihood of
the webbing stretching over time and the grid losing angle Dale Stevens discussed this
commonlyencountered issue in detail with Don Dinh and suggested a move to Sapphire
webbing which does not stretch as much as nylon webbing


These findings indicate that significant 1FD compliance issues are not confined to the western
Gulf of Mexico as documented in a July 2010 report for Texas and an August 2010 report filed
for Louisiana but likely plagues the entire southeastern shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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00T UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE


1 non
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


i i National Marine Fisheries Service


5 Southeast Fisheries Science Center
c Mississippi Laboratories


C PO Drawer 1207


Pascagoula MS 395681207


August 16 2010


MEMORANDUM FOR FSEC42 John Mitchell


FROM FSEC42 Dale StevensJack Forrester


SUBJECT Trip report


On August 11 2010 Jack Forrester and Dale Stevens departed Pascagoula MS enroute to
Cameron LA the Westernmost shrimping port in Louisiana The purpose of this trip was to
conduct a series of courtesy dockside TED inspections along the Western Louisiana coastline to
try and determine the level of TED compliance within the shrimp fishery in this region These
inspections showed TED compliance to be poor at best


At the port of Cameron TED inspections were conducted aboard nine 9 vessels Of the nine
vessels two were found with the escape holes sewn completely closed Two vessels were found to
have no TEDs installed at all Of these two vessels it was obvious that one of them had recently
been trawling due to the presence of dead fish and other debris which was visible in the net Two
of the vessels were equipped with single flaps and escape openings that would stretch to less than
32inches Federal regulations require a minimum of 71inches when stretched These vessels had
forward cuts that stretched to less than 20inches where Federal Regulations require a minimum of
26inches One vessel was equipped with large pipe TEDs installed at 68degree angles and escape
openings of 65inches Another vessel was found with double cover flaps sewn together down the
middle Of the nine vessels only one was found to be compliant with the TED regulations
Recommendations were made to the captains and boat owners on how to better equip their TEDs
to achieve maximum shrimp retention Most of them stated that it didntmatter because they kept
their TEDs sewed closed when they were trawling A large number of the TEDs we inspected
supported this claim It should be noted that most of these vessels were small in size 35 to 65 feet
in length making one think they would be trawling in inshore waters however everyone we
questioned stated that they worked in the offshore waters between Cameron and Sabine


The next port Delcambre LA consisted of mostly skimmer trawl vessels however two vessels
were observed to have conventional otter trawl gear onboard Of these two vessels one was
equipped with TEDs and the other vessel had no TEDs installed in the nets No one was onboard
either vessel so no contact was made with these captains


The next port was Intracoastal City LA where approximately seventeen vessels were observed
Most of the vessels in this port were using fixed angle TEDs 45degree angles with double cover
flaps The overlapped portion of the flaps on all of these TEDs measured from 24inches to 32
inches significantly exceeding the fifteen inch maximum stretched measurement allowed in the
Federal Regulations Several TEDs were observed with the flaps completely overlapped from side
to side Most of these TEDs had leading edge cuts which measured 46 to 48 inches well below the
minimum required cut of 56inches Four vessels were equipped with standard TEDs from Tonys
net shop in New Orleans These TEDs were all equipped with the single flap On these TEDs the
leading edge cut was only 46inches this is 25 inches less than the 71 inch leading edge cut







requirement The flaps on these TEDs would only stretch to 48inches well below the 71 inch
stretched measurement as required by Federal TED regulations One vessel was observed with grid
angles at 65degrees and several vessels had illegal single flap openings measuring 52 to 60inches
71 inch minimum required Of the seventeen vessels inspected only two were found to be fully
compliant


The next port was Morgan City LA where four vessels were observed with fixed angle TEDs
There was no one on board these vessels so we were not able to conduct a thorough evaluation


We traveled from Houma down to Dulac LA where very few vessels were observed with trawl
gear onboard This did not come as a surprise and was expected due to the oil spill and vessels
being employed by BPsVessels of Opportunity program VOO


We then traveled down through Cut Off Golden Meadow and Port Fourchon ending in Grand
Isle We saw more of the same with regard to vessels without trawl gear as all appeared to be
working with BPsVOO program Two vessels with TEDs were inspected in Port Fourchon and
found to have forward cuts of 9 inches and 6 inches respectively minimum requirement is 26
inches One of these TEDs had a leading edge cut of 64inches minimum requirement is
71inches One TED was installed at an angle of 70degrees 55 degree maximum requirement
The angles on all other TEDs looked good Both vessels had two 634inch X 834inch floats
installed on the front surface of the TED at a point where a turtle would exit the device Federal
TED regulations require that floats which are installed inside the TED extension must be placed
behind the front surface of the grid The float placement observed on the TEDs of these two
vessels would have likely blocked the escape route of a turtle trying to exit through the TED


Of the vessels observed a total of 29 were boarded and measurements taken on the TEDs


Of the 29 vessels three were found to be in full compliance with the TED regulations Five were
found to have problems with their gear that may or may not result in the death of a turtle
depending on the size of the turtle encountered Twenty one of these vessels were equipped with
TEDs which in our opinion would result in the capture and possible death of a sea turtle


During this trip we also made an attempt to count the number of Skimmer and Butterfly trawl
equipped vessels which we observed This count was taken for the purpose of estimating the
number of TEDs which may be needed in the event that TEDs are required to be installed in these
gear types A total of 500 vessels were counted with skimmer and butterfly gear during our tour of
Western Louisiana This number far exceeds the number of otter trawl vessels we saw by an
estimated order of31 Note this number reflects only skimmer and butterfly vessels which were
in our field of view during the trip and is only a sample The true number is likely significantly
higher as there are many small bayous and towns in which we did not travel too Additionally a
large number of these vessels are likely employed by BPs VOO program This number should be
regarded as an indication that a larger number of TEDs will be required in the skimmer and
butterfly shrimp fishery of Louisiana if and when a TED rule is implemented in these fisheries


We returned to Pascagoula MS on August 13 2010
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


MEMORANDUM FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of the East Texas Shrimp Fleets Compliance with
Turtle Excluder Device Requirements


DATE July 28 2010


Introduction


On July 2021 2010 I joined Dale Stevens and Jack Forrester Southeast Fisheries Science
CentersPascagoula Lab Harvesting Branch aboard the Gear Monitoring Team GMT boat in
Galveston Texas to evaluate compliance with turtle excluder device TED requirements in the
shrimp fishery Dale and Jack began the evaluation inspections on July 19 A special agent from
NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement joined the GMT boat on July 1920 to lead inspections and
a Texas Park and Wildlife Division TPWD enforcement officer also joined the GMT boat on
July 19 Additionally two TPWD law enforcement vessels conducted boardings off Freeport on
July 19 No law enforcement personnel were available for inspections on July 21 so we elected
to conduct voluntary courtesy inspections on this day It is worth noting that prior to these
inspections Dale Stevens conducted a TED workshop on July 7 2010 that was attended by
approximately 90 local fishermen


It was obvious effort in the fleet was significantly reduced in nearshore waters and the potential
effort shift from areas affected by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill has not materialized Many
fishermen continue to work for British Petroleum in oil recovery efforts and at least one boat we
talked to indicated it too would be joining that BPfunded effort due to low shrimp catch rates
off Texas This reduced effort combined with inclement weather on July 21 significantly
affected the scope of this evaluation trip Nevertheless the findings give a clear assessment of
the compliance level within the shrimp fleet in Eastern Texas


1 As GMT personnel requested permission to board a trawler they clearly identified themselves as gear specialists
and not law enforcement and then offered assistance to review and if needed correct TED installation in the
trawlersnets
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Summary of Findings


July 19 inspections off Freeport


MIDNIGHT SUN While angles of two inspected TED grids were good 50 and 53 degrees
respectively the forward horizontal cut of one net only stretched to 60 inches 71 inch
minimum


CAPTAIN BAILEY A weedless TED grid installed in one of the two inspected nets lacked the
required brace bar which resulted in bar spacings of over 5 inches 4inch maximum
Additionally the grid was installed at approximately 70 degrees After extended discussion the
vessel was eventually escorted to port where the catch was seized


PROWLER TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 20 inspections off Galveston


CAPTAIN ANDREW The forward side cuts of two inspected nets were only 16 and 20 inches
respectively 26inch minimum and the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches 71
inch minimum Additionally while the forward side cuts on two other inspected nets aboard
this vessel were sufficient again the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches


GULF SHRIMP TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good The captain
stated he participated in the TED workshop on July 7 2010


DONOVAN TIEN II TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 21 dockside inspections at Freeport


TIFFANY LEANN II En route to


Freeport we observed a bait shrimper
inside western Galveston Bay north 4


1
of San Luis Pass 29 08540N95
08730W The vessel had recently


their net in as a pile of wet
debris was piled up on the stern no 11
TED was observed in the net While


50 CFR223206d2iiA2
authorizes alternative tow times in 4
lieu of TEDs for baitshrimpers
Texas bait shrimpers are required to


111


use TEDs because TPWD does not


have an exclusive bait shrimp fishery
license The exemption at 50 CFR
223206d2iiA2
specifies Is a bait shrimper that
retains all live shrimp on board with a circulating seawater system if it does notpossess more
than 32 lb 145 kg ofdead shrimp on board if it has a valid original state bait shrimp license
and ifthe state license allows the licensed vessel to participate in the bait shrimp fishery
exclusively
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CAPTAIN BILL The escape openings in the two inspected nets would only stretch to 56 inches
71 inch minimum


DELCO VII While the forward horizontal cut of the two inspected nets stretched to 70 inches
the escape openings would only stretch to 54 inches 71 inch minimum It is worth noting that
this vessel was boarded by NOAA law enforcement on July 18 who issued a good statement
which read 2 Top Opening TEDS Escape Openings Very Close to 71 image of statement
available upon request The US Coast Guard also boarded this boat on its way back to the
dock immediately prior to our inspection on July 21 and also cleared its TEDs as acceptable
Additionally this vessel was cited earlier in the month for fishing in the oilspill closed area off
Louisiana though the deficient escape openings were apparently not observed


ISLA SOY COMO SOY The escape openings of all four inspected nets only stretched to
between 54 and 59 inches and the forward horizontal cuts would only stretch to 49 inches
Additionally there were signs eg significant wearabrasion of the escape flap along the
posterior edge of the TED grid the escape openings were being tied down during fishing
operations


Discussion


The findings from the limited time spent off Texas were extremely discouraging Even after
almost two decades of required TED use full compliance within the fishery appears low
Results would likely have been even worse had a TED workshop not been conducted
immediately prior to the Texas shrimp season opening


While likely to be controversial it is my opinion that past and current enforcement efforts on
both a state and federal level have not been effective in compelling the shrimp fleet to comply
with TED requirements Since late 2001 the US Coast Guard has admittedly been forced to
pursue higher priority issues at sea This shift away from fishery enforcement activities is
amplified by the lack of any other entity filling the void While NOAA has joint enforcement
agreements JEA with all Gulf coastal states resulting in funding to their conservation law
enforcement agencies to help enforce federal regulations and patrol federal waters the JEA
program apparently results in little benefit to TED compliance in federal waters For instance as
policy TPWD will not patrol in federal waters Likewise Louisiana has yet to even enforce
TED regulations in state waters let alone federal waters As a result TED enforcement activities
in federal waters appear to be largely non existent at least in the western Gulf of Mexico This
lack of compliance due in part to deficient enforcement effort casts serious doubts onto the
actual effectiveness of TEDs in protecting and conserving sea turtle populations and as a result
may require reinitiation of the biological opinion for the shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn Kinsey
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc JackHForresterCa noaaaov


Subject Re FW Proposed TEDs certification visit
Date Friday December 17 2010 25639 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


We did a pretty successful one day workshop during our last visit in
2008 I believe I will defer to Jack about the details Would have hoped
Panama kept up the pace in regard to TED training etc so maybe a
workshop is not necessary
Mike


Menard Marlene M wrote


MikeJack


How many days are needed for trainingworkshops for inspectors andor
shrimpers What is involved in that planningsetup


Thanks


Marlene


From Muntean William G Panama
Sent Friday December 17 2010 1228 PM
To Menard Marlene M Carrasco Carmen C Panama
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForrester@noaagov
Subject RE Proposed TEDs certification visit


Marlene


Thanks for the emails and please also copy Ceci Carrasco on all
correspondence with post on this


The initial response from the GOPARAP was enthusiastic They are
likely to request that you stop here first January 16 and have
previously asked for training to assist their inspectors on TEDS
issues see attached At that time Dave Hogan said that a training
mission might also be able to be scheduled at the same time as a
certification visit would that be possible


Thanks and look forward to working with you on this


Bill


William Muntean


Deputy Economic Counselor


US Embassy Panama


T 507 2077263


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Thursday December 16 2010 452 PM







To Plowman Jonathan A Muntean William G Panama
Cc Michael Barnette Jack H Forrester@noaagov
Subject RE Proposed TEDs certification visit


Hi Andrew


Thanks And thanks for connecting me with Bill


Bill


I look forward to working with you I hope that you will be able to
join us for all or part of the visit


Cheers


Marlene


From Plowman Jonathan A
Sent Thursday December 16 2010 821 AM
To Menard Marlene M
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForrester@noaagov Muntean
William G Panama
Subject RE Proposed TEDs certification visit


Hi Marlene


Welcome on board Bill Muntean who is copied on this message is
Embassy Panamas point of contact for TEDs related issues and will
assist in arrangements for this vist


Thanks


Andrew


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Wednesday December 15 2010 423 PM
To Krzywda David A Managua Plowman Jonathan A Ferguson
Mitchell L Preston Jean
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForrester@noaagov
Subject Proposed TEDs certification visit
Importance High


Hi all


I found your names on the key officers lists for your respective
embassy I am the new Foreign TEDs Program Officer in the Office of
Marine Conservation and would like to schedule a TEDs certification


visit to Nicaragua Panama El Salvador and Guatemala during the
timeframe of January 16 Feb 5 The visitor group would be me and two
technical experts from NOAA As you know your host countries may only
export wildcaught shrimp to the US if they are certified as having a
TED turtle exclusion device program comparable to the US This
certification is made annually to Congress in April The purpose of
this visit is to review your host countrysTED program in preparation
for the certification to be made to Congress in April 2011 We would
accompany inspectors on inspections to verify knowledgecapacity I
would also like to meet with the appropriate fisheries officialsto
reviewdiscuss enforcement activitiesissues since my offices last







visit I can work on specific dateslocations once you and your host
government fisheries officials confirm that a visit during that time
period would work


I assume that some officials have already departed for the holidays
but hope that you will be able to reach someone with authority to
confirm a visit before COB Friday so that we can start nailing dates
down for each country and make travel plans eCC info states that
dipofficial visas are not needed for official travel to your host
country Please advise if you know this not to be correct


Last TED certification visits


Nicaragua Aug 2008 8 days this included a workshop


Panama Dec 2008 6 days


El Salvador Feb 2009 4 days


Guatemala Oct 2008 2 days


The length of this visit will not necessarily be the same as the last
visit but I wanted to present that information so that you have an
idea of what we did last time


It will not be necessary that an embassy officialemployee accompany
us during the course of the visit but I would encourage participation
during all or part if someone is available It would be especially
beneficial for institutional memory if an ESTH LES would be permitted
to join us


Please let me know if you would like more information prior to
reaching out to your contacts


Many thanks


Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827







beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard


file ClDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertMichael Barnette 127vcf1528201141153 PM







From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc Jack H Forrester John Mitchell
Bcc Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re workshops training during proposed TEDs certification visits
Date Friday December 17 2010 30852 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Marlene


I dont want to speak for Jack or anything but I think we should be
careful about our statements in regard to broad offers of training and
workshops We are definitely partners in turtle conservations efforts
and capacity building is a cornerstone to building a strong program but
we dont want to get trapped into a never ending cycle of us providing
training and throwing money down a well A self sufficient TED program
should be able to train itself We have tried to switch the focus of


this program from us telling them what to do to them showing us what
they do Also we have moved towards training trainers such as what
Pascagoula has done with their TEDs University program After all the
CAFTA money spent and the TEDs University for select individual
countries I would be interested in sitting in on a workshop program run
by the host country versus one run by us if possible or at least a
joint workshop Aside from the export of the TED technology we have
also worked to export the responsibility of turtle conservation in that
we emphasize these TED requirements are their law in most if not all
cases versus just an American law per se They need to buy in as well
Hope you understand where I am coming from
That being said I am all for making the trips as productive as possible
Cheers
Mike


Menard Marlene M wrote


Dear all


Panama reports that their fisheries people are interested in training
I would like to build a trainingworkshop component into each visit to
help make these rips as productive as possible The message that I
would like to send to foreign fisheries officials is that OMC and NOAA
are their partners in the continuing developmentimprovement where
necessary of their TED programs That this visit is not an inspection
or policing but rather should be seen as a joint review of current
status weaknessesstrengths and enforcement challenges My goal is to
help them do what it takes to have a solid program


That said please advise your contacts that during our visit we
would like to conduct trainingworkshops for inspectors and the trade
This gives them an opportunity to review requirements and serve as
initial training for new inspectors It gives us an opportunity to
share developments and enforcement tips from what we have seen in the
US and in other countries


Jack proposes a full day workshoptraining first half of the day
would be classroom setting he has a powerpoint presentation in both
English and Spanish Second half of the day would be at the port with







handson training doing TED inspections shrimp boats We can do one
day for inspectors and a separate day for the trade
shrimpersfishermennet makers We can do something separate for net
makers if there is interest


Please strongly encourage your contacts to take advantage of this
offer If the fishery agency is interested they would need to
organize attendees and location for both sessions location for
classroom training to have AV capability to project the powerpoint on
Jacks laptop onto a screenwall and also organize the port visit
with at least one volunteer shrimp boat at the port for the hands on
training


It would be great to receive feedback from the fisheries agencies on
what they would like to get out of the workshoptraining any specific
items they would like us to cover and any other ideas on how we can
support their program If they have a large number of people
interested in attending and would like more than 1 or 2 days please
let me know that too


Jack was in El Salvador in October 2010 and conducted workshops then
but we are happy to do more in El Salvador during this visit if they
would like


Many thanks


Marlene


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Wednesday December 15 2010 423 PM
To Krzywda David A Managua Plowman Jonathan A Ferguson
Mitchell L Preston Jean
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForrester@noaagov
Subject Proposed TEDs certification visit
Importance High


Hi all


I found your names on the key officers lists for your respective
embassy I am the new Foreign TEDs Program Officer in the Office of
Marine Conservation and would like to schedule a TEDs certification


visit to Nicaragua Panama El Salvador and Guatemala during the
timeframe of January 16 Feb 5 The visitor group would be me and two
technical experts from NOM As you know your host countries may only
export wildcaught shrimp to the US if they are certified as having a
TED turtle exclusion device program comparable to the US This
certification is made annually to Congress in April The purpose of
this visit is to review your host countrysTED program in preparation
for the certification to be made to Congress in April 2011 We would
accompany inspectors on inspections to verify knowledgecapacity I
would also like to meet with the appropriate fisheries officialsto
reviewdiscuss enforcement activitiesissues since my offices last
visit I can work on specific dateslocations once you and your host
government fisheries officials confirm that a visit during that time
period would work


I assume that some officials have already departed for the holidays
but hope that you will be able to reach someone with authority to
confirm a visit before COB Friday so that we can start nailing dates
down for each country and make travel plans eCC info states that







dipofficial visas are not needed for official travel to your host
country Please advise if you know this not to be correct


Last TED certification visits


Nicaragua Aug 2008 8 days this included a workshop


Panama Dec 2008 6 days


El Salvador Feb 2009 4 days


Guatemala Oct 2008 2 days


The length of this visit will not necessarily be the same as the last
visit but I wanted to present that information so that you have an
idea of what we did last time


It will not be necessary that an embassy officialemployee accompany
us during the course of the visit but I would encourage participation
during all or part if someone is available It would be especially
beneficial for institutional memory if an ESTH LES would be permitted
to join us


Please let me know if you would like more information prior to
reaching out to your contacts


Many thanks


Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827
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From Michael Barnette


To DuaneSmith


Subject Re Fwd Re Fwd Agenda for Monday s meeting on TED compliance issues
Date Friday December 17 201031025 PM
Attachments July 2010 Texas TED inspection reportodf


December 2010 FL TED inspection renortndf


Cameron LA 82010 Finaldoc


Michael Barnettevcf


Sorry thought I sent them to you already
Cheers
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Can you send me the memos too


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd Agenda for Mondaysmeeting on TED compliance issues
Date Fri 17 Dec 2010 150317 0500
From Michael McLemore MichaelMclemorenoaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC Cheryl Scannell CherylScannell@noaagov DuaneSmith


DuaneSmithnoaagov
References 4D0BBFB27000604@noaagov


I forgot I have a door installation on Monday at home if need be I can


call in


Michael Barnette wrote
FYI


Meeting is set for 1100 AM on Monday December 20 in Roys office
Sorry for neglecting to includeyall
Attached are the subject memos Let me know if you have any
additional questions
Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Agenda for Mondays meeting on TED compliance issues
Date Fri 17 Dec 2010 110754 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Duane Smith DuaneSmithnoaagov
CC Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Roy Crabtree
RoyCrabtreenoaagovOtha Easley OthaEasleynoaagovHeather
Blough HeatherBloughnoaagovDavid Bernhart
DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov
kim amendolakimamendolanoaagov


Hi Duane


Sorry for not adding an agenda for the meeting The purpose of
Mondays meeting is to discuss the recent FL report if necessary







but more importantly discuss how we can elevate this issue with
leadership in HQ so they have a clear understanding of the situation
and potential repercussions if we do not address it effectively and
quickly There was language in a recent draft Op Ed piece for Dr
Lubchenco with input from several individuals in HQ that indicates
leadership may not fully appreciate the situation we are facing down
here Thats about the extent of the meeting agenda I suppose
Cheers
Mike


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


MEMORANDUM FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of the East Texas Shrimp Fleets Compliance with
Turtle Excluder Device Requirements


DATE July 28 2010


Introduction


On July 2021 2010 I joined Dale Stevens and Jack Forrester Southeast Fisheries Science
CentersPascagoula Lab Harvesting Branch aboard the Gear Monitoring Team GMT boat in
Galveston Texas to evaluate compliance with turtle excluder device TED requirements in the
shrimp fishery Dale and Jack began the evaluation inspections on July 19 A special agent from
NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement joined the GMT boat on July 1920 to lead inspections and
a Texas Park and Wildlife Division TPWD enforcement officer also joined the GMT boat on
July 19 Additionally two TPWD law enforcement vessels conducted boardings off Freeport on
July 19 No law enforcement personnel were available for inspections on July 21 so we elected
to conduct voluntary courtesy inspections on this day It is worth noting that prior to these
inspections Dale Stevens conducted a TED workshop on July 7 2010 that was attended by
approximately 90 local fishermen


It was obvious effort in the fleet was significantly reduced in nearshore waters and the potential
effort shift from areas affected by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill has not materialized Many
fishermen continue to work for British Petroleum in oil recovery efforts and at least one boat we
talked to indicated it too would be joining that BPfunded effort due to low shrimp catch rates
off Texas This reduced effort combined with inclement weather on July 21 significantly
affected the scope of this evaluation trip Nevertheless the findings give a clear assessment of
the compliance level within the shrimp fleet in Eastern Texas


1 As GMT personnel requested permission to board a trawler they clearly identified themselves as gear specialists
and not law enforcement and then offered assistance to review and if needed correct TED installation in the
trawlersnets
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Summary of Findings


July 19 inspections off Freeport


MIDNIGHT SUN While angles of two inspected TED grids were good 50 and 53 degrees
respectively the forward horizontal cut of one net only stretched to 60 inches 71 inch
minimum


CAPTAIN BAILEY A weedless TED grid installed in one of the two inspected nets lacked the
required brace bar which resulted in bar spacings of over 5 inches 4inch maximum
Additionally the grid was installed at approximately 70 degrees After extended discussion the
vessel was eventually escorted to port where the catch was seized


PROWLER TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 20 inspections off Galveston


CAPTAIN ANDREW The forward side cuts of two inspected nets were only 16 and 20 inches
respectively 26inch minimum and the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches 71
inch minimum Additionally while the forward side cuts on two other inspected nets aboard
this vessel were sufficient again the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches


GULF SHRIMP TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good The captain
stated he participated in the TED workshop on July 7 2010


DONOVAN TIEN II TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 21 dockside inspections at Freeport


TIFFANY LEANN II En route to


Freeport we observed a bait shrimper
inside western Galveston Bay north 4


1
of San Luis Pass 29 08540N95
08730W The vessel had recently


their net in as a pile of wet
debris was piled up on the stern no 11
TED was observed in the net While


50 CFR223206d2iiA2
authorizes alternative tow times in 4
lieu of TEDs for baitshrimpers
Texas bait shrimpers are required to


111


use TEDs because TPWD does not


have an exclusive bait shrimp fishery
license The exemption at 50 CFR
223206d2iiA2
specifies Is a bait shrimper that
retains all live shrimp on board with a circulating seawater system if it does notpossess more
than 32 lb 145 kg ofdead shrimp on board if it has a valid original state bait shrimp license
and ifthe state license allows the licensed vessel to participate in the bait shrimp fishery
exclusively
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CAPTAIN BILL The escape openings in the two inspected nets would only stretch to 56 inches
71 inch minimum


DELCO VII While the forward horizontal cut of the two inspected nets stretched to 70 inches
the escape openings would only stretch to 54 inches 71 inch minimum It is worth noting that
this vessel was boarded by NOAA law enforcement on July 18 who issued a good statement
which read 2 Top Opening TEDS Escape Openings Very Close to 71 image of statement
available upon request The US Coast Guard also boarded this boat on its way back to the
dock immediately prior to our inspection on July 21 and also cleared its TEDs as acceptable
Additionally this vessel was cited earlier in the month for fishing in the oilspill closed area off
Louisiana though the deficient escape openings were apparently not observed


ISLA SOY COMO SOY The escape openings of all four inspected nets only stretched to
between 54 and 59 inches and the forward horizontal cuts would only stretch to 49 inches
Additionally there were signs eg significant wearabrasion of the escape flap along the
posterior edge of the TED grid the escape openings were being tied down during fishing
operations


Discussion


The findings from the limited time spent off Texas were extremely discouraging Even after
almost two decades of required TED use full compliance within the fishery appears low
Results would likely have been even worse had a TED workshop not been conducted
immediately prior to the Texas shrimp season opening


While likely to be controversial it is my opinion that past and current enforcement efforts on
both a state and federal level have not been effective in compelling the shrimp fleet to comply
with TED requirements Since late 2001 the US Coast Guard has admittedly been forced to
pursue higher priority issues at sea This shift away from fishery enforcement activities is
amplified by the lack of any other entity filling the void While NOAA has joint enforcement
agreements JEA with all Gulf coastal states resulting in funding to their conservation law
enforcement agencies to help enforce federal regulations and patrol federal waters the JEA
program apparently results in little benefit to TED compliance in federal waters For instance as
policy TPWD will not patrol in federal waters Likewise Louisiana has yet to even enforce
TED regulations in state waters let alone federal waters As a result TED enforcement activities
in federal waters appear to be largely non existent at least in the western Gulf of Mexico This
lack of compliance due in part to deficient enforcement effort casts serious doubts onto the
actual effectiveness of TEDs in protecting and conserving sea turtle populations and as a result
may require reinitiation of the biological opinion for the shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn Kinsey
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of Compliance with Turtle Excluder Device
Requirements in Florida


DATE December 10 2010


Introduction


On December 68 I joined Dale Stevens Southeast Fisheries Science CentersPascagoula Lab
Harvesting Branch in Mayport and Fort Myers Florida to evaluate compliance with turtle
excluder device TED requirements in the shrimp fishery The evaluations were conducted
dockside and only after obtaining permission from the vessel captain andor owner we made it
clear we were not law enforcement and were conducting courtesy inspections to assist fishermen
with TED installation and performance


Summary of Findings


December 6


CAPT TREY we inspected the two port side nets of this vessel one of which utilized a single
cover escape opening flap while the other employed a doublecover escape opening flap both
TED grids were bent bar frames rigged in a bottom opening configuration The net rigged with a
singlecover escape opening had the grid installed at 55 degrees and had 26inch side cuts but
only possessed a 61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum The net rigged with a double
cover escape opening had the grid installed at 64 degrees 55 degrees maximum and with 22
inch side cuts but had an 18 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch
maximum The captain mentioned the vessel was boarded a couple months ago by the US
Coast Guard but he stated the boarding crew only checked the TED angle and neglected to
inspect the various required measurements


As we arrived late in the day and the weather forecast was expected to preclude any fishing in
the near term the CAPT TREY was the only vessel we found in port with their crew aboard
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However we did take the opportunity to walk the docks to conduct a quick visual survey of the
other trawlers in Mayport The following documents our visual observations
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QUEEN B one net was rigged with bentbar TED in a bottom opening configuration with a
doublecover escape opening an illegal chaffing flap was installed over the doublecover escape
opening


December 7


We met with Gerald Pack owner of Safe Harbor Seafood Company to discuss IED
requirements and offer our assistance in addressing installation or performance issues Due to
our preliminary observations that we shared with Mr Pack we also offered to conduct a TED
workshop at Mayport in earlymid January Mr Pack was supportive of this idea and stated he
would get the word out to local fishermen
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JENNIFER ANN We met the captain of the JENNIFER ANN at Safe Harbor Seafood
Company who gave us his permission to board his boat and evaluate his TEDs which he stated
were perfect Both port side nets were rigged with bentbar grids installed in a bottom opening
configuration fitted with doublecover escape opening flaps One net had a grid installed at 55
degrees but had a 20 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch maximum The
other net had only a 14inch overlap between the two escape flap panels but the grid was
installed at 63 degrees 55 degrees maximum


December 8


We met with Grant Erickson coowner of Erickson and Jenson Seafood as well as with the local
netTED installer Don Dinh


PERSEVERANCE I as with most boats we observed in Fort Myers this vessel was rigged with
large bentbar TED grids installed in a bottomopening configuration Port side net 1 had its
grid installed at 59 degrees 55 degrees maximum with 31 inch side cuts but only had a 63 inch
leading edge cut 71 inch minimum the escape opening measured 72 inches Port side net 2
was installed at 55 degrees with 30 inch side cuts but had an insufficient leading edge cut of 61
inches 71 inch minimum Also the grid was damaged resulting in a bar spacing of475 inches
in the middle of the grid It was noted the nylon webbing of the trawl net was heavily dipped
which made the mesh extremely stiff and hard to stretch


We also met with Steve Gala coowner of Trico Shrimp Company Trico also utilizes Don Dinh
as their TED installer


OLE BETTS SEA rigged with bentbar TED grids installed in a bottom opening configuration
with singlecover escape opening flaps The port side net TED grid was installed at 54 degrees
with 32inch side cuts and a 75 inch leading edge cut The TED grid in starboard side net 1
was installed at 55 degrees with 28 inch side cuts but only had a 60inch leading edge cut 71
inch minimum The grid in starboard side net 1 also had a bent bar resulting in 5 inch bar
spacing The TED grid in starboard side net 2 was installed at 54 degrees with 35 inch side
cuts but only had a 61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum As with the net observed
aboard PERSEVERANCE I the webbing aboard this vessel was also heavily dipped and
extremely stiff which may be compromising its ability to stretch to the 71 inch minimum


Discussion


Prior to our inspection trip we anticipated high
compliance rates in Florida due to enforcement
efforts from the US Coast Guard the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission y


and NOAA Fisheries It should be noted the


Mayport shrimp docks are immediately adjacent
to US Coast Guard Station Mayport image at
right which should facilitate inspection efforts
However we found significant issues with the
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few vessels we were able to evaluate Furthermore we noted potentially small escape openings
and steep TED angles on several vessels we were unable to board and inspect ie unverified
Conversely vessels at Fort Myers appeared to be much more consistent and closer to being in
complete compliance though deficiencies were still noted This consistency in lED installation
at Fort Myers can be attributed to the work of a single netTED installer who was fluent with the
TED requirements He did note the difficulty in communicating with vessel captainscrews who
demanded their TED grids be installed at high angles eg 65 degrees due to the likelihood of
the webbing stretching over time and the grid losing angle Dale Stevens discussed this
commonlyencountered issue in detail with Don Dinh and suggested a move to Sapphire
webbing which does not stretch as much as nylon webbing


These findings indicate that significant 1FD compliance issues are not confined to the western
Gulf of Mexico as documented in a July 2010 report for Texas and an August 2010 report filed
for Louisiana but likely plagues the entire southeastern shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez


4







00T UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE


1 non
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


i i National Marine Fisheries Service


5 Southeast Fisheries Science Center
c Mississippi Laboratories


C PO Drawer 1207


Pascagoula MS 395681207


August 16 2010


MEMORANDUM FOR FSEC42 John Mitchell


FROM FSEC42 Dale StevensJack Forrester


SUBJECT Trip report


On August 11 2010 Jack Forrester and Dale Stevens departed Pascagoula MS enroute to
Cameron LA the Westernmost shrimping port in Louisiana The purpose of this trip was to
conduct a series of courtesy dockside TED inspections along the Western Louisiana coastline to
try and determine the level of TED compliance within the shrimp fishery in this region These
inspections showed TED compliance to be poor at best


At the port of Cameron TED inspections were conducted aboard nine 9 vessels Of the nine
vessels two were found with the escape holes sewn completely closed Two vessels were found to
have no TEDs installed at all Of these two vessels it was obvious that one of them had recently
been trawling due to the presence of dead fish and other debris which was visible in the net Two
of the vessels were equipped with single flaps and escape openings that would stretch to less than
32inches Federal regulations require a minimum of 71inches when stretched These vessels had
forward cuts that stretched to less than 20inches where Federal Regulations require a minimum of
26inches One vessel was equipped with large pipe TEDs installed at 68degree angles and escape
openings of 65inches Another vessel was found with double cover flaps sewn together down the
middle Of the nine vessels only one was found to be compliant with the TED regulations
Recommendations were made to the captains and boat owners on how to better equip their TEDs
to achieve maximum shrimp retention Most of them stated that it didntmatter because they kept
their TEDs sewed closed when they were trawling A large number of the TEDs we inspected
supported this claim It should be noted that most of these vessels were small in size 35 to 65 feet
in length making one think they would be trawling in inshore waters however everyone we
questioned stated that they worked in the offshore waters between Cameron and Sabine


The next port Delcambre LA consisted of mostly skimmer trawl vessels however two vessels
were observed to have conventional otter trawl gear onboard Of these two vessels one was
equipped with TEDs and the other vessel had no TEDs installed in the nets No one was onboard
either vessel so no contact was made with these captains


The next port was Intracoastal City LA where approximately seventeen vessels were observed
Most of the vessels in this port were using fixed angle TEDs 45degree angles with double cover
flaps The overlapped portion of the flaps on all of these TEDs measured from 24inches to 32
inches significantly exceeding the fifteen inch maximum stretched measurement allowed in the
Federal Regulations Several TEDs were observed with the flaps completely overlapped from side
to side Most of these TEDs had leading edge cuts which measured 46 to 48 inches well below the
minimum required cut of 56inches Four vessels were equipped with standard TEDs from Tonys
net shop in New Orleans These TEDs were all equipped with the single flap On these TEDs the
leading edge cut was only 46inches this is 25 inches less than the 71 inch leading edge cut







requirement The flaps on these TEDs would only stretch to 48inches well below the 71 inch
stretched measurement as required by Federal TED regulations One vessel was observed with grid
angles at 65degrees and several vessels had illegal single flap openings measuring 52 to 60inches
71 inch minimum required Of the seventeen vessels inspected only two were found to be fully
compliant


The next port was Morgan City LA where four vessels were observed with fixed angle TEDs
There was no one on board these vessels so we were not able to conduct a thorough evaluation


We traveled from Houma down to Dulac LA where very few vessels were observed with trawl
gear onboard This did not come as a surprise and was expected due to the oil spill and vessels
being employed by BPsVessels of Opportunity program VOO


We then traveled down through Cut Off Golden Meadow and Port Fourchon ending in Grand
Isle We saw more of the same with regard to vessels without trawl gear as all appeared to be
working with BPsVOO program Two vessels with TEDs were inspected in Port Fourchon and
found to have forward cuts of 9 inches and 6 inches respectively minimum requirement is 26
inches One of these TEDs had a leading edge cut of 64inches minimum requirement is
71inches One TED was installed at an angle of 70degrees 55 degree maximum requirement
The angles on all other TEDs looked good Both vessels had two 634inch X 834inch floats
installed on the front surface of the TED at a point where a turtle would exit the device Federal
TED regulations require that floats which are installed inside the TED extension must be placed
behind the front surface of the grid The float placement observed on the TEDs of these two
vessels would have likely blocked the escape route of a turtle trying to exit through the TED


Of the vessels observed a total of 29 were boarded and measurements taken on the TEDs


Of the 29 vessels three were found to be in full compliance with the TED regulations Five were
found to have problems with their gear that may or may not result in the death of a turtle
depending on the size of the turtle encountered Twenty one of these vessels were equipped with
TEDs which in our opinion would result in the capture and possible death of a sea turtle


During this trip we also made an attempt to count the number of Skimmer and Butterfly trawl
equipped vessels which we observed This count was taken for the purpose of estimating the
number of TEDs which may be needed in the event that TEDs are required to be installed in these
gear types A total of 500 vessels were counted with skimmer and butterfly gear during our tour of
Western Louisiana This number far exceeds the number of otter trawl vessels we saw by an
estimated order of31 Note this number reflects only skimmer and butterfly vessels which were
in our field of view during the trip and is only a sample The true number is likely significantly
higher as there are many small bayous and towns in which we did not travel too Additionally a
large number of these vessels are likely employed by BPs VOO program This number should be
regarded as an indication that a larger number of TEDs will be required in the skimmer and
butterfly shrimp fishery of Louisiana if and when a TED rule is implemented in these fisheries


We returned to Pascagoula MS on August 13 2010
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re workshops training during proposed TEDs certification visits
Date Monday December 20 201094114 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


No Tentative trip in January to 4 CA countries Awaiting dates and
details


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


How is the schedule setting going Do you have a schedule yet A


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Marlene


I dontwant to speak for Jack or anything but I think we should be
careful about our statements in regard to broad offers of training
and workshops We are definitely partners in turtle conservations
efforts and capacity building is a cornerstone to building a strong
program but we dont want to get trapped into a never ending cycle
of us providing training and throwing money down a well A
selfsufficient TED program should be able to train itself We have
tried to switch the focus of this program from us telling them what
to do to them showing us what they do Also we have moved towards
training trainers such as what Pascagoula has done with their TEDs
University program After all the CAFTA money spent and the TEDs
University for select individual countries I would be interested in
sitting in on a workshop program run by the host country versus one
run by us if possible or at least a joint workshop Aside from the
export of the TED technology we have also worked to export the
responsibility of turtle conservation in that we emphasize these TED
requirements are their law in most if not all cases versus just an
American law per se They need to buy in as well
Hope you understand where I am coming from
That being said I am all for making the trips as productive as
possible
Cheers
Mike


Menard Marlene M wrote


Dear all


Panama reports that their fisheries people are interested in
training I would like to build a trainingworkshop component into
each visit to help make these rips as productive as possible The
message that I would like to send to foreign fisheries officials is
that OMC and NOAA are their partners in the continuing
developmentimprovement where necessary of their TED programs
That this visit is not an inspection or policing but rather should
be seen as a joint review of current status weaknessesstrengths
and enforcement challenges My goal is to help them do what it takes
to have a solid program


That said please advise your contacts that during our visit we
would like to conduct trainingworkshops for inspectors and the







trade This gives them an opportunity to review requirements and
serve as initial training for new inspectors It gives us an
opportunity to share developments and enforcement tips from what we
have seen in the US and in other countries


Jack proposes a full day workshoptraining first half of the day
would be classroom setting he has a powerpoint presentation in both
English and Spanish Second half of the day would be at the port
with handson training doing TED inspections shrimp boats We can do
one day for inspectors and a separate day for the trade
shrimpersfishermennet makers We can do something separate for
net makers if there is interest


Please strongly encourage your contacts to take advantage of this
offer If the fishery agency is interested they would need to
organize attendees and location for both sessions location for
classroom training to have AV capability to project the powerpoint
on Jacks laptop onto a screenwall and also organize the port
visit with at least one volunteer shrimp boat at the port for the
handson training


It would be great to receive feedback from the fisheries agencies on
what they would like to get out of the workshoptraining any
specific items they would like us to cover and any other ideas on
how we can support their program If they have a large number of
people interested in attending and would like more than 1 or 2 days
please let me know that too


Jack was in El Salvador in October 2010 and conducted workshops
then but we are happy to do more in El Salvador during this visit
if they would like


Many thanks


Marlene


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Wednesday December 15 2010 423 PM
To Krzywda David A Managua Plowman Jonathan A Ferguson
Mitchell L Preston Jean
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForresternoaagov
Subject Proposed TEDs certification visit
Importance High


Hi all


I found your names on the key officers lists for your respective
embassy I am the new Foreign TEDs Program Officer in the Office of
Marine Conservation and would like to schedule a TEDs certification


visit to Nicaragua Panama El Salvador and Guatemala during the
timeframe of January 16 Feb 5 The visitor group would be me and two
technical experts from NOAA As you know your host countries may
only export wild caught shrimp to the US if they are certified as
having a TED turtle exclusion device program comparable to the US
This certification is made annually to Congress in April The
purpose of this visit is to review your host countrysTED program
in preparation for the certification to be made to Congress in April
2011 We would accompany inspectors on inspections to verify
knowledgecapacity I would also like to meet with the appropriate
fisheries officials to reviewdiscuss enforcement







activitiesissues since my offices last visit I can work on
specific dateslocations once you and your host government fisheries
officials confirm that a visit during that time period would work


I assume that some officials have already departed for the holidays
but hope that you will be able to reach someone with authority to
confirm a visit before COB Friday so that we can start nailing dates
down for each country and make travel plans eCC info states that
dipofficial visas are not needed for official travel to your host
country Please advise if you know this not to be correct


Last TED certification visits


Nicaragua Aug 2008 8 days this included a workshop


Panama Dec 2008 6 days


El Salvador Feb 2009 4 days


Guatemala Oct 2008 2 days


The length of this visit will not necessarily be the same as the
last visit but I wanted to present that information so that you
have an idea of what we did last time


It will not be necessary that an embassy officialemployee accompany
us during the course of the visit but I would encourage
participation during all or part if someone is available It would
be especially beneficial for institutional memory if an ESTH LES
would be permitted to join us


Please let me know if you would like more information prior to
reaching out to your contacts


Many thanks


Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re workshops training during proposed TEDs certification visits
Date Monday December 20 201095641 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I know we are waaaayyy in the weeds Not doing any trips in the last
half of 2010 put us in a bad spot


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hmm that should be interesting Most of Latin America wont be back
to work until after the Epiphany Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote


No Tentative trip in January to 4 CA countries Awaiting dates
and details


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


How is the schedule setting going Do you have a schedule yet A


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Marlene


I dont want to speak for Jack or anything but I think we should
be careful about our statements in regard to broad offers of
training and workshops We are definitely partners in turtle
conservations efforts and capacity building is a cornerstone to
building a strong program but we dont want to get trapped into a
never ending cycle of us providing training and throwing money down
a well A self sufficient TED program should be able to train
itself We have tried to switch the focus of this program from us
telling them what to do to them showing us what they do Also we
have moved towards training trainers such as what Pascagoula has
done with their TEDs University program After all the CAFTA money
spent and the TEDs University for select individual countries I
would be interested in sitting in on a workshop program run by the
host country versus one run by us if possible or at least a joint
workshop Aside from the export of the TED technology we have
also worked to export the responsibility of turtle conservation in
that we emphasize these TED requirements are their law in most if
not all cases versus just an American law per se They need to buy
in as well


Hope you understand where I am coming from
That being said I am all for making the trips as productive as
possible
Cheers
Mike


Menard Marlene M wrote


Dear all


Panama reports that their fisheries people are interested in
training I would like to build a trainingworkshop component into
each visit to help make these rips as productive as possible The







message that I would like to send to foreign fisheries officials
is that OMC and NOAA are their partners in the continuing
developmentimprovement where necessary of their TED programs
That this visit is not an inspection or policing but rather
should be seen as a joint review of current status
weaknessesstrengths and enforcement challenges My goal is to
help them do what it takes to have a solid program


That said please advise your contacts that during our visit we
would like to conduct trainingworkshops for inspectors and the
trade This gives them an opportunity to review requirements and
serve as initial training for new inspectors It gives us an
opportunity to share developments and enforcement tips from what
we have seen in the US and in other countries


Jack proposes a full day workshoptraining first half of the day
would be classroom setting he has a powerpoint presentation in
both English and Spanish Second half of the day would be at the
port with hands on training doing TED inspections shrimp boats We
can do one day for inspectors and a separate day for the trade
shrimpersfishermennet makers We can do something separate for
net makers if there is interest


Please strongly encourage your contacts to take advantage of this
offer If the fishery agency is interested they would need to
organize attendees and location for both sessions location for
classroom training to have AV capability to project the powerpoint
on Jacks laptop onto a screenwall and also organize the port
visit with at least one volunteer shrimp boat at the port for the
handson training


It would be great to receive feedback from the fisheries agencies
on what they would like to get out of the workshoptraining any
specific items they would like us to cover and any other ideas on
how we can support their program If they have a large number of
people interested in attending and would like more than 1 or 2
days please let me know that too


Jack was in El Salvador in October 2010 and conducted workshops
then but we are happy to do more in El Salvador during this visit
if they would like


Many thanks


Marlene


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Wednesday December 15 2010 423 PM
To Krzywda David A Managua Plowman Jonathan A Ferguson
Mitchell L Preston Jean
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForrester@noaagov
Subject Proposed TEDs certification visit
Importance High


Hi all


I found your names on the key officers lists for your respective
embassy I am the new Foreign TEDs Program Officer in the Office
of Marine Conservation and would like to schedule a TEDs


certification visit to Nicaragua Panama El Salvador and







Guatemala during the timeframe of January 16 Feb 5 The visitor
group would be me and two technical experts from NOAA As you
know your host countries may only export wildcaught shrimp to
the US if they are certified as having a TED turtle exclusion
device program comparable to the US This certification is made
annually to Congress in April The purpose of this visit is to
review your host countrysTED program in preparation for the
certification to be made to Congress in April 2011 We would
accompany inspectors on inspections to verify knowledgecapacity
I would also like to meet with the appropriate fisheries
officials to reviewdiscuss enforcement activitiesissues since
my offices last visit I can work on specific dateslocations
once you and your host government fisheries officials confirm that
a visit during that time period would work


I assume that some officials have already departed for the
holidays but hope that you will be able to reach someone with
authority to confirm a visit before COB Friday so that we can
start nailing dates down for each country and make travel plans
eCC info states that dipofficial visas are not needed for
official travel to your host country Please advise if you know
this not to be correct


Last TED certification visits


Nicaragua Aug 2008 8 days this included a workshop


Panama Dec 2008 6 days


El Salvador Feb 2009 4 days


Guatemala Oct 2008 2 days


The length of this visit will not necessarily be the same as the
last visit but I wanted to present that information so that you
have an idea of what we did last time


It will not be necessary that an embassy officialemployee
accompany us during the course of the visit but I would encourage
participation during all or part if someone is available It would
be especially beneficial for institutional memory if an ESTH LES
would be permitted to join us


Please let me know if you would like more information prior to
reaching out to your contacts


Many thanks


Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re workshops training during proposed TEDs certification visits
Date Monday December 20 2010 100832 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I got a massive flurry of email chatter from Marlene to various CA
posts about scheduling a trip on Friday so I think we got a fire lit
under her If this next trip implodes and we find ourselves in
February then we may need your help But considering all our domestic
issues I guess we couldnt have asked for better timing eh


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Let me know when Barbara and I should start elevating concerns at
State Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote
I know we are waaaayyy in the weeds Not doing any trips in the
last half of 2010 put us in a bad spot


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hmm that should be interesting Most of Latin America wont be back
to work until after the Epiphany Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote


No Tentative trip in January to 4 CA countries Awaiting dates
and details


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


How is the schedule setting going Do you have a schedule yet A


Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Marlene


I dont want to speak for Jack or anything but I think we should
be careful about our statements in regard to broad offers of
training and workshops We are definitely partners in turtle
conservations efforts and capacity building is a cornerstone to
building a strong program but we dont want to get trapped into
a never ending cycle of us providing training and throwing money
down a well A self sufficient TED program should be able to
train itself We have tried to switch the focus of this program
from us telling them what to do to them showing us what they do
Also we have moved towards training trainers such as what
Pascagoula has done with their TEDs University program After all
the CAFTA money spent and the TEDs University for select
individual countries I would be interested in sitting in on a
workshop program run by the host country versus one run by us if
possible or at least a joint workshop Aside from the export of
the TED technology we have also worked to export the
responsibility of turtle conservation in that we emphasize these
TED requirements are their law in most if not all cases versus
just an American law per se They need to buy in as well
Hope you understand where I am coming from
That being said I am all for making the trips as productive as
possible
Cheers
Mike







Menard Marlene M wrote


Dear all


Panama reports that their fisheries people are interested in
training I would like to build a trainingworkshop component
into each visit to help make these rips as productive as
possible The message that I would like to send to foreign
fisheries officials is that OMC and NOAA are their partners in
the continuing developmentimprovement where necessary of
their TED programs That this visit is not an inspection or
policing but rather should be seen as a joint review of current
status weaknessesstrengths and enforcement challenges My goal
is to help them do what it takes to have a solid program


That said please advise your contacts that during our visit
we would like to conduct trainingworkshops for inspectors and
the trade This gives them an opportunity to review requirements
and serve as initial training for new inspectors It gives us
an opportunity to share developments and enforcement tips from
what we have seen in the US and in other countries


Jack proposes a full day workshoptraining first half of the


day would be classroom setting he has a powerpoint presentation
in both English and Spanish Second half of the day would be at
the port with handson training doing TED inspections shrimp
boats We can do one day for inspectors and a separate day for
the trade shrimpersfishermennet makers We can do something
separate for net makers if there is interest


Please strongly encourage your contacts to take advantage of
this offer If the fishery agency is interested they would need
to organize attendees and location for both sessions location
for classroom training to have AV capability to project the
powerpoint on Jacks laptop onto a screenwall and also
organize the port visit with at least one volunteer shrimp boat
at the port for the hands on training


It would be great to receive feedback from the fisheries
agencies on what they would like to get out of the
workshoptraining any specific items they would like us to
cover and any other ideas on how we can support their program
If they have a large number of people interested in attending
and would like more than 1 or 2 days please let me know that too


Jack was in El Salvador in October 2010 and conducted workshops
then but we are happy to do more in El Salvador during this
visit if they would like


Many thanks


Marlene


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Wednesday December 15 2010 423 PM
To Krzywda David A Managua Plowman Jonathan A Ferguson







Mitchell L Preston Jean
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForresternoaagov
Subject Proposed TEDs certification visit
Importance High


Hi all


I found your names on the key officers lists for your respective
embassy I am the new Foreign TEDs Program Officer in the Office
of Marine Conservation and would like to schedule a TEDs


certification visit to Nicaragua Panama El Salvador and
Guatemala during the timeframe of January 16 Feb 5 The visitor
group would be me and two technical experts from NOAA As you
know your host countries may only export wildcaught shrimp to
the US if they are certified as having a TED turtle exclusion
device program comparable to the US This certification is made
annually to Congress in April The purpose of this visit is to
review your host countrysTED program in preparation for the
certification to be made to Congress in April 2011 We would
accompany inspectors on inspections to verify
knowledgecapacity I would also like to meet with the
appropriate fisheries officials to reviewdiscuss enforcement
activitiesissues since my offices last visit I can work on
specific dateslocations once you and your host government
fisheries officials confirm that a visit during that time period
would work


I assume that some officials have already departed for the
holidays but hope that you will be able to reach someone with
authority to confirm a visit before COB Friday so that we can
start nailing dates down for each country and make travel plans
eCC info states that dipofficial visas are not needed for
official travel to your host country Please advise if you know
this not to be correct


Last TED certification visits


Nicaragua Aug 2008 8 days this included a workshop


Panama Dec 2008 6 days


El Salvador Feb 2009 4 days


Guatemala Oct 2008 2 days


The length of this visit will not necessarily be the same as the
last visit but I wanted to present that information so that you
have an idea of what we did last time


It will not be necessary that an embassy officialemployee
accompany us during the course of the visit but I would
encourage participation during all or part if someone is
available It would be especially beneficial for institutional
memory if an ESTH LES would be permitted to join us


Please let me know if you would like more information prior to
reaching out to your contacts


Many thanks







Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re workshops training during proposed TEDs certification visits
Date Monday December 20 2010 100856 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


BTW we have that meeting with Roy today will let you know if anything
comes from it


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Let me know when Barbara and I should start elevating concerns at
State Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote
I know we are waaaayyy in the weeds Not doing any trips in the
last half of 2010 put us in a bad spot


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hmm that should be interesting Most of Latin America wont be back
to work until after the Epiphany Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote


No Tentative trip in January to 4 CA countries Awaiting dates
and details


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


How is the schedule setting going Do you have a schedule yet A


Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Marlene


I dont want to speak for Jack or anything but I think we should
be careful about our statements in regard to broad offers of
training and workshops We are definitely partners in turtle
conservations efforts and capacity building is a cornerstone to
building a strong program but we dont want to get trapped into
a never ending cycle of us providing training and throwing money
down a well A self sufficient TED program should be able to
train itself We have tried to switch the focus of this program
from us telling them what to do to them showing us what they do
Also we have moved towards training trainers such as what
Pascagoula has done with their TEDs University program After all
the CAFTA money spent and the TEDs University for select
individual countries I would be interested in sitting in on a
workshop program run by the host country versus one run by us if
possible or at least a joint workshop Aside from the export of
the TED technology we have also worked to export the
responsibility of turtle conservation in that we emphasize these
TED requirements are their law in most if not all cases versus
just an American law per se They need to buy in as well
Hope you understand where I am coming from
That being said I am all for making the trips as productive as
possible
Cheers
Mike







Menard Marlene M wrote


Dear all


Panama reports that their fisheries people are interested in
training I would like to build a trainingworkshop component
into each visit to help make these rips as productive as
possible The message that I would like to send to foreign
fisheries officials is that OMC and NOAA are their partners in
the continuing developmentimprovement where necessary of
their TED programs That this visit is not an inspection or
policing but rather should be seen as a joint review of current
status weaknessesstrengths and enforcement challenges My goal
is to help them do what it takes to have a solid program


That said please advise your contacts that during our visit
we would like to conduct trainingworkshops for inspectors and
the trade This gives them an opportunity to review requirements
and serve as initial training for new inspectors It gives us
an opportunity to share developments and enforcement tips from
what we have seen in the US and in other countries


Jack proposes a full day workshoptraining first half of the


day would be classroom setting he has a powerpoint presentation
in both English and Spanish Second half of the day would be at
the port with handson training doing TED inspections shrimp
boats We can do one day for inspectors and a separate day for
the trade shrimpersfishermennet makers We can do something
separate for net makers if there is interest


Please strongly encourage your contacts to take advantage of
this offer If the fishery agency is interested they would need
to organize attendees and location for both sessions location
for classroom training to have AV capability to project the
powerpoint on Jacks laptop onto a screenwall and also
organize the port visit with at least one volunteer shrimp boat
at the port for the hands on training


It would be great to receive feedback from the fisheries
agencies on what they would like to get out of the
workshoptraining any specific items they would like us to
cover and any other ideas on how we can support their program
If they have a large number of people interested in attending
and would like more than 1 or 2 days please let me know that too


Jack was in El Salvador in October 2010 and conducted workshops
then but we are happy to do more in El Salvador during this
visit if they would like


Many thanks


Marlene


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Wednesday December 15 2010 423 PM
To Krzywda David A Managua Plowman Jonathan A Ferguson
Mitchell L Preston Jean
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForresternoaagov







Subject Proposed TEDs certification visit
Importance High


Hi all


I found your names on the key officers lists for your respective
embassy I am the new Foreign TEDs Program Officer in the Office
of Marine Conservation and would like to schedule a TEDs


certification visit to Nicaragua Panama El Salvador and
Guatemala during the timeframe of January 16 Feb 5 The visitor
group would be me and two technical experts from NOAA As you
know your host countries may only export wildcaught shrimp to
the US if they are certified as having a TED turtle exclusion
device program comparable to the US This certification is made
annually to Congress in April The purpose of this visit is to
review your host countrysTED program in preparation for the
certification to be made to Congress in April 2011 We would
accompany inspectors on inspections to verify
knowledgecapacity I would also like to meet with the
appropriate fisheries officials to reviewdiscuss enforcement
activitiesissues since my offices last visit I can work on
specific dateslocations once you and your host government
fisheries officials confirm that a visit during that time period
would work


I assume that some officials have already departed for the
holidays but hope that you will be able to reach someone with
authority to confirm a visit before COB Friday so that we can
start nailing dates down for each country and make travel plans
eCC info states that dipofficial visas are not needed for
official travel to your host country Please advise if you know
this not to be correct


Last TED certification visits


Nicaragua Aug 2008 8 days this included a workshop


Panama Dec 2008 6 days


El Salvador Feb 2009 4 days


Guatemala Oct 2008 2 days


The length of this visit will not necessarily be the same as the
last visit but I wanted to present that information so that you
have an idea of what we did last time


It will not be necessary that an embassy officialemployee
accompany us during the course of the visit but I would
encourage participation during all or part if someone is
available It would be especially beneficial for institutional
memory if an ESTH LES would be permitted to join us


Please let me know if you would like more information prior to
reaching out to your contacts


Many thanks


Marlene







Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette


Subject Fwd Fwd Fw Draft Opeds
Date Monday December 20 2010 11638 PM
Attachments Fwd Fw Draft Onedseml 217 KBmsa







From Monica Allen


To Barbara Schroeder AlexisGutierrez Sara McNulty Helen Golde


Subject Fwd Fw Draft Op eds
Date Monday December 20 2010 103652 AM
Attachments Sea Turtle Ooed 12 3 10 JLredlinedocx


Hi Turtle Team
I conveyed the concerns of Mike Barnette about this opinion piece and
Justin said that he remained interested in doing it Please see the
edits that Dr Lubchenco made to the piece and let me know if there is
anything inaccurate and problematical in the piece I realize this has
had several versions and I believe Justin supplied Dr L with an earlier
version despite my providing him with the latest But as I read it I do
not see anything strongly amiss And I like Dr Ls additions in most
cases


Although I do think the public thinks of the plural of aquarium as
aquariums and not aquaria
All the best
Monica


Original Message
Subject Fw Draft Op eds
Date Mon 20 Dec 2010 101814 0500
From Justin Kenney Justinkenney@noaagov
To monicaallen@noaagov MonicaAllen@noaagov


Fyi Lets chat later


Justin Kenney
NOAA Director of Communications
and External Affairs


Office 202 482 6090


Cell 202 821 6310


Facebook wwwfacebookcomnoaalubchenco
Sent from my BlackBerry


From Amrit Mehra mailtoamritmehraanoaaaov
Sent Friday December 17 2010 0735 PM
To Jane Lubchenco JaneLubchenco@noaagov
Cc Justin Kenney justinkenney@noaagov
Subject RE Draft Op eds


Jane Here is the revised Sea Turtles with your edits in
track changes Ive also passed on to Justin your feedback on the other
oped


From Justin Kenney mailtoiustinkennevanoaaaov
Sent Monday December 13 2010 1142 AM
To Jane Lubchenco


Cc Amrit Mehra Frank Parker
Subject Draft Opeds







Hello Jane


Enclosed are two draft opeds for your review and comments sea turtles
and seafood safety If you have time to review before returning on
Wednesday we can discuss then


Many thanks for your patience with these


Justin


Monica Allen


NOAA Communications External Affairs


National Marine Fisheries Service


US Department of Commerce
1315 East West Highway
Room 14502


Silver Spring Md 20910
Tel 301 713 2370
Fax 301 713 1452
Cell 202 379 6693
E mail monicaallen@noaagov
Join us on Facebook wwwfacebookcomnoaalubchenco







DRAFT Dec 3 2010


Oil Spill Clarifies Road Map for Sea Turtle Recovery


Sea turtles have roamed the oceans for millions of y rsmillenia However in the course of just
a few hundred vearsdaa hunting fishing coastal development fishing and pollution have
driven their populations to dangerously low levels Some such as Kemps ridlev sea turtles
were beginning to make a comeback thanks to efforts in Mexico and the US to protect their


nesting beaches and reduce accidental entrapment in shrimp nets


And then along came the Deepwater HorizonBP oil spill


Marine biologists feared the spill would be catastrophic for sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico And
for good reasons Five of the worlds seven species of sea turtles live in the Gulf and the spill
coincided with nesting season for two of those species the loggerhead and Kemps ridley sea
turtles For the Kemps ridley the Gulf is the only known nesting ground


For many living in the Gulf and around the country these charismatic animals became the
1 public face of the impact of the oil spill on wildlife An extraordinary effort was needed to save as


many sea turtles as possible


It will take many years if not decades to fully understand the long term impact of the spill on sea
turtles And there is no question many died especially younger sea turtles But thanks to an
aggressive effort to capture and rehabilitate oiled sea turtles and the final capping of the well


1 t o situra ion in t Galf is imprevillWhere is now hope for these magnificent creatures


NOAA the Gulf states and many nonprofit partners teamed up to rescue more than 400 sea
turtles from oiled waters and take them to aquariums aquaria and other facilities for deoiling


and rehabilitation Charter fishermen from the Gulf coast assisted biologists and veterinarians
capturing turtles by locating Sargassum algae habitat where turtles might be found in oil


NOAA and the Gulf states also helped the US Fish and Wildlife Service and other partners to


move more than 25000 sea turtle eggs from the northern Gulf shoreline to the Atlantic coast of
Florida to prevent hatchlings from entering oiled waters NOAA state wildlife agencies and
other partners also collected dead stranded sea turtles to determine when possible their cause
of death


In August more than a month after the well was finally capped we I had the pleasure of helping


release the first rehabilitated sea turtles into Gulf waters whereith h althy habitat was healthy
Of the more than 400 sea turtles brought into rehabilitation more than 96 percent have
survived Over 300 of these turtles have been released back into healthy surface habitat in


waters off Louisiana Mississippi and Florida Some turtles with more severe injuries require
longer rehabilitation We expect that all the turtles will be returned to the wild


While nearly all the rescued sea turtles were visibly oiled to our surprise most of the dead


stranded sea turtles had no observable oil on their bodies and were in good health prior to their


death Necropsies autopsies on animals on more than half of 600 carcasses point to the
possibility that a majority may have drowned in fishing gear The primary evidence is that
aid fish not c ncturol part nNatural causes







of death were alto ruled out and that shrimp and fish not a natural part of turtle diets were


found in their digestive tracts When NOAA became aware that a large number of stranded
turtles may have drowned as a result of interactions with fishing operations the agcncy we


alerted state marine resource officials This promptedln response the Mississippi Department
of Marine Resources issue a rule in June to further restrict the time shrimp skimmer trawls


could be towed to help prevent sea turtles from being caught and drowning The high level of


turtle strandings also prompted NOAA to consider a rule to require turtle excluder devices
TEDs These devices consist of a grid built into the trawl and an escape that


kceps turtles fromallows turtles to swim away without being caught in the trawl TEDs
were invented by Gulf fishermen are required in most shrimp fisheries and have proven
effective in reducing sea turtle drownings when properly installed and maintained However


shrimp skimmer trawls are allowed to operate without TEDs and are regulated with tow time


limits Neither TED requirements nor tow time limits are adequately enforced in all Gulf waters


The heightened scrutiny of the Gulf of Mexico during the oil spill brought to light the need for
stronger cooperation between NOAA the Gulf states and the fishing industry to address the
significant ongoing problem of sea turtles drowning in fishing operations


As NOAA and the states continue to assess the natural resources damaged by the spill we are


gaining a much clearer map of the important pathways to recovery for sea turtles The fishing
community has played a prominent role in the past in developing gear and techniques to


prevent sea turtles from being unintentionally caught These animals which are already


endangered require our strong collective efforts for their long term recovery The recovery of
sea turtle populations is essential to the Gulfs overall restoration







From Kim Amendola


To Michael Barnette


Cc Karrie Carnes Rov Crabtree David Bernhart


Subject Re FYI OpEd piece
Date Monday December 20 201080438 PM


I still have some reservations about this but if David and Roy are ok
with it then we can just move on


Michael Barnette wrote
FYI


The OpEd piece was resurrected by Justin Kenney and Dr Lubchenco
apparently provided edits as well Attached Its better than earlier
versions


Cheers
Mike







From David Bernhart


To Kim Amendola


Cc Michael Barnette Karrie Carnes Rov Crabtree


Subject Re FYI OpEd piece
Date Tuesday December 21 201090034 AM


Well I think this will stir things up If NOAA wants to put this much
focus on shrimping and enforcement Im OK with that


I have two additional concerns aside from the overall content
1 Mike or Kim has anyone talked to MSDMR to at least let them know
were invoking them in this piece I dont think we need to clear it
with them but we should give them a headsup
2 The headline Oil Spill Clarifies Road Map for Sea Turtle Recovery


makes it sound like the spill really helped us out We then go on to
say we wont know the major impact of the spill for a long time Our
road map for recovery has not gotten any easier due to the spill Maybe
something that reads more like the nextto last paragraph
Oil Spill Shines Light on Sea Turtle Recovery Needs in the Gulf


DB


Kim Amendola wrote


I still have some reservations about this but if David and Roy are ok
with it then we can just move on


Michael Barnette wrote


FYI


The OpEd piece was resurrected by Justin Kenney and Dr Lubchenco
apparently provided edits as well Attached Its better than earlier
versions


Cheers
Mike







From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell Jack H Forrester Robert D Stevens Jennifer Lee
Cc Robert Hoffman Alexis Gutierrez Michael Barnette


Subject current status of domestic TED compliance
Date Tuesday December 21 2010 103657 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Guys
We had a meeting here yesterday to discuss TED compliance and how to
convey the situation to leadership While there was little to no
discussion disputing the findings from past inspections unfortunately
to me it seemed like a defeatist attitude has sunk in with regard to
increasing improving enforcement efforts and thereby improving TED
compliance in the fishery It was made fairly clear to me that we just
dont have the resources to do that job and basically nothing would be
done unless a mandate came down from Dr Lubchenco stating that this
would be an enforcement priority and at the sacrifice of other
enforcement efforts With only 28 LE agents for the entire SER
including Puerto Rico and USVI and no new FTEs over the past 7 years
they dont have the tools to accomplish the required task Even when it
came to obtaining copies of TED records eg boarding forms from
USCG etc in order to establish some type of database to monitor TED
compliance I was told OLE has tried unsuccessfully to get that
information in the past and that it was not likely to happen in the future
It is definitely an unfortunate situation especially considering the
millions of dollars not to mention all the time and effort expended to
test develop and implement TEDs over the past 20 years only to find
out we cant insure their effectiveness This obviously introduces
significant issues for the biological opinion for the southeast shrimp
fishery This was mentioned at the meeting eg failure to continue
implementing the PRET effort which was a non discretionary term and
condition in the 2002 opinion but strangely some offered that if we
simply require TEDs in the skimmer trawl fishery that we could avoid
trouble in the new opinion currently being drafted I say strangely
because if we know TED compliance is currently insufficient in the
shrimp fishery how would requiring TEDs in the skimmer trawl portion of
that fishery the bulk of which are in Louisiana where there is no TED


enforcement be considered a solution The reality is that we are
nowhere near the 97 percent effectiveness that is usually cited for TED
performance With all the issues we have observed and documented its
probably somewhere around 60 percent and perhaps that is optimistic I
certainly would be interested in hearing others estimates of the situation
At this point I still want to conduct observations in the Carolinas as
soon as possible after which we will have covered the majority of the
fleet and have a snapshot of the overall situation The responsible
action then would likely be to draft a memorandum to Department of State
outlining what the baseline is for our domestic TED program in order to
aid them when evaluating foreign countries This is something we really
have not had available in the past as we have worked under assumptions
and the premise that our program was solid Obviously that is not
accurate Sad to say with what we know of many foreign TED programs I
think the only way we could decertify a country in the future ie at
least until the situation here changes is if we observe widespread and
blatant cheating such as what was documented in Mexico a couple years
ago Even then we may be pushing our luck
Anyway sorry to sound like the Grinch right before Christmas but this
ongoing situation and our agencys reaction to it is extremely
demoralizing Instead of egg nog I may seek out some hemlock over the







holidays
Cheers
Mike
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Therese Conant David Cottinaham Helen GoIde Jim Leckv Barbara Schroeder
Cc Pamela Lawrence Mark Hodor


Subject Fwd current status of domestic TED compliance
Date Tuesday December 21 2010 112921 AM
Attachments current status of domestic TED comolianceeml 408 KBmsa


Dear Helen Jim Therese and Cotton
Please find the latest outcome of a meeting with OLE Roy Crabtree


and his PRD staff on TEDs enforcement in the Southeast It appears that
OLE while very aware of lack of compliance with TED regulations in the
Southeast Shrimp Fishery is unable to respond to the issue We are
concerned as we are in the midst of a new BIOP for the shrimp fishery
and drafting two new regulations related to TEDs Moreover this lack of
enforcement goes beyond the regulations related to sea turtle bycatch
it impacts all of our listed species Can we meet in the New Year to
discuss This seems like something that Sam Eric and John should be
briefed on Thanks Alexis


PS I am ccing Pam and Mark since this has wide reaching significance
for our listed species







From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell Jack H Forrester Robert D Stevens Jennifer Lee
Cc Robert Hoffman Alexis Gutierrez Michael Barnette


Subject current status of domestic TED compliance
Date Tuesday December 21 2010 103704 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Guys
We had a meeting here yesterday to discuss TED compliance and how to
convey the situation to leadership While there was little to no
discussion disputing the findings from past inspections unfortunately
to me it seemed like a defeatist attitude has sunk in with regard to
increasing improving enforcement efforts and thereby improving TED
compliance in the fishery It was made fairly clear to me that we just
dont have the resources to do that job and basically nothing would be
done unless a mandate came down from Dr Lubchenco stating that this
would be an enforcement priority and at the sacrifice of other
enforcement efforts With only 28 LE agents for the entire SER
including Puerto Rico and USVI and no new FTEs over the past 7 years
they dont have the tools to accomplish the required task Even when it
came to obtaining copies of TED records eg boarding forms from
USCG etc in order to establish some type of database to monitor TED
compliance I was told OLE has tried unsuccessfully to get that
information in the past and that it was not likely to happen in the future
It is definitely an unfortunate situation especially considering the
millions of dollars not to mention all the time and effort expended to
test develop and implement TEDs over the past 20 years only to find
out we cant insure their effectiveness This obviously introduces
significant issues for the biological opinion for the southeast shrimp
fishery This was mentioned at the meeting eg failure to continue
implementing the PRET effort which was a non discretionary term and
condition in the 2002 opinion but strangely some offered that if we
simply require TEDs in the skimmer trawl fishery that we could avoid
trouble in the new opinion currently being drafted I say strangely
because if we know TED compliance is currently insufficient in the
shrimp fishery how would requiring TEDs in the skimmer trawl portion of
that fishery the bulk of which are in Louisiana where there is no TED


enforcement be considered a solution The reality is that we are
nowhere near the 97 percent effectiveness that is usually cited for TED
performance With all the issues we have observed and documented its
probably somewhere around 60 percent and perhaps that is optimistic I
certainly would be interested in hearing others estimates of the situation
At this point I still want to conduct observations in the Carolinas as
soon as possible after which we will have covered the majority of the
fleet and have a snapshot of the overall situation The responsible
action then would likely be to draft a memorandum to Department of State
outlining what the baseline is for our domestic TED program in order to
aid them when evaluating foreign countries This is something we really
have not had available in the past as we have worked under assumptions
and the premise that our program was solid Obviously that is not
accurate Sad to say with what we know of many foreign TED programs I
think the only way we could decertify a country in the future ie at
least until the situation here changes is if we observe widespread and
blatant cheating such as what was documented in Mexico a couple years
ago Even then we may be pushing our luck
Anyway sorry to sound like the Grinch right before Christmas but this
ongoing situation and our agencys reaction to it is extremely
demoralizing Instead of egg nog I may seek out some hemlock over the







holidays
Cheers
Mike
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From Kim Amendola


To David Bernhart


Cc Michael Barnette Karrie Carnes Rov Crabtree


Subject Re FYI OpEd piece
Date Tuesday December 21 2010 122616 PM


Thanks David and everyone for your input I spoke with Monica Allen
today and I will supply her with some suggested edits


David Bernhart wrote


Well I think this will stir things up If NOAA wants to put this
much focus on shrimping and enforcement Im OK with that


I have two additional concerns aside from the overall content
1 Mike or Kim has anyone talked to MSDMR to at least let them know
were invoking them in this piece I dont think we need to clear it
with them but we should give them a headsup
2 The headline Oil Spill Clarifies Road Map for Sea Turtle
Recovery makes it sound like the spill really helped us out We
then go on to say we wont know the major impact of the spill for a
long time Our road map for recovery has not gotten any easier due to
the spill Maybe something that reads more like the nextto last
paragraph
Oil Spill Shines Light on Sea Turtle Recovery Needs in the Gulf


DB


Kim Amendola wrote


I still have some reservations about this but if David and Roy are
ok with it then we can just move on


Michael Barnette wrote


FYI


The OpEd piece was resurrected by Justin Kenney and Dr Lubchenco
apparently provided edits as well Attached Its better than
earlier versions


Cheers
Mike







From Michael Barnette


To kim amendola


Subject Fwd Fwd current status of domestic TED compliance
Date Tuesday December 21 2010 123442 PM
Attachments current status of domestic TED comolianceeml 408 KBmsa


Michael Barnettevcf


FYI


Original Message
Subject Fwd current status of domestic TED compliance
Date Tue 21 Dec 2010 112921 0500
From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
To Therese Conant ThereseConantnoaagovDavid Cottingham
DavidCottingham@noaagov Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov Jim


Lecky JimLecky@noaagov Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroedernoaagov
CC Pamela Lawrence PamelaLawrencenoaagovMark Hodor
MarkHodor@noaagov


Dear Helen Jim Therese and Cotton
Please find the latest outcome of a meeting with OLE Roy Crabtree


and his PRD staff on TEDs enforcement in the Southeast It appears that
OLE while very aware of lack of compliance with TED regulations in the
Southeast Shrimp Fishery is unable to respond to the issue We are
concerned as we are in the midst of a new BIOP for the shrimp fishery
and drafting two new regulations related to TEDs Moreover this lack of
enforcement goes beyond the regulations related to sea turtle bycatch
it impacts all of our listed species Can we meet in the New Year to
discuss This seems like something that Sam Eric and John should be
briefed on Thanks Alexis


PS I am ccing Pam and Mark since this has wide reaching significance
for our listed species







From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell Jack H Forrester Robert D Stevens Jennifer Lee
Cc Robert Hoffman Alexis Gutierrez Michael Barnette


Subject current status of domestic TED compliance
Date Tuesday December 21 2010 103704 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Guys
We had a meeting here yesterday to discuss TED compliance and how to
convey the situation to leadership While there was little to no
discussion disputing the findings from past inspections unfortunately
to me it seemed like a defeatist attitude has sunk in with regard to
increasing improving enforcement efforts and thereby improving TED
compliance in the fishery It was made fairly clear to me that we just
dont have the resources to do that job and basically nothing would be
done unless a mandate came down from Dr Lubchenco stating that this
would be an enforcement priority and at the sacrifice of other
enforcement efforts With only 28 LE agents for the entire SER
including Puerto Rico and USVI and no new FTEs over the past 7 years
they dont have the tools to accomplish the required task Even when it
came to obtaining copies of TED records eg boarding forms from
USCG etc in order to establish some type of database to monitor TED
compliance I was told OLE has tried unsuccessfully to get that
information in the past and that it was not likely to happen in the future
It is definitely an unfortunate situation especially considering the
millions of dollars not to mention all the time and effort expended to
test develop and implement TEDs over the past 20 years only to find
out we cant insure their effectiveness This obviously introduces
significant issues for the biological opinion for the southeast shrimp
fishery This was mentioned at the meeting eg failure to continue
implementing the PRET effort which was a non discretionary term and
condition in the 2002 opinion but strangely some offered that if we
simply require TEDs in the skimmer trawl fishery that we could avoid
trouble in the new opinion currently being drafted I say strangely
because if we know TED compliance is currently insufficient in the
shrimp fishery how would requiring TEDs in the skimmer trawl portion of
that fishery the bulk of which are in Louisiana where there is no TED


enforcement be considered a solution The reality is that we are
nowhere near the 97 percent effectiveness that is usually cited for TED
performance With all the issues we have observed and documented its
probably somewhere around 60 percent and perhaps that is optimistic I
certainly would be interested in hearing others estimates of the situation
At this point I still want to conduct observations in the Carolinas as
soon as possible after which we will have covered the majority of the
fleet and have a snapshot of the overall situation The responsible
action then would likely be to draft a memorandum to Department of State
outlining what the baseline is for our domestic TED program in order to
aid them when evaluating foreign countries This is something we really
have not had available in the past as we have worked under assumptions
and the premise that our program was solid Obviously that is not
accurate Sad to say with what we know of many foreign TED programs I
think the only way we could decertify a country in the future ie at
least until the situation here changes is if we observe widespread and
blatant cheating such as what was documented in Mexico a couple years
ago Even then we may be pushing our luck
Anyway sorry to sound like the Grinch right before Christmas but this
ongoing situation and our agencys reaction to it is extremely
demoralizing Instead of egg nog I may seek out some hemlock over the







holidays
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Kim Amendola


Cc David Bernhart Karrie Carnes Rov Crabtree


Subject Re FYI OpEd piece
Date Tuesday December 21 2010 15944 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Might want to mention to her that we may very likely receive FOIA
requests due to statements such as Neither TED requirements nor tow
time limits are adequately enforced in all Gulf waters While they may
have wanted to take a shot at LA it certainly wont be pretty for us
But I have pretty much beaten that dead horse as much as I can


Kim Amendola wrote


Thanks David and everyone for your input I spoke with Monica Allen
today and I will supply her with some suggested edits


David Bernhart wrote


Well I think this will stir things up If NOAA wants to put this
much focus on shrimping and enforcement Im OK with that


I have two additional concerns aside from the overall content
1 Mike or Kim has anyone talked to MSDMR to at least let them know
were invoking them in this piece I dont think we need to clear it
with them but we should give them a headsup
2 The headline Oil Spill Clarifies Road Map for Sea Turtle
Recovery makes it sound like the spill really helped us out We
then go on to say we wont know the major impact of the spill for a
long time Our road map for recovery has not gotten any easier due
to the spill Maybe something that reads more like the nexttolast
paragraph
Oil Spill Shines Light on Sea Turtle Recovery Needs in the Gulf


DB


Kim Amendola wrote


I still have some reservations about this but if David and Roy are
ok with it then we can just move on


Michael Barnette wrote
FYI


The Op Ed piece was resurrected by Justin Kenney and Dr Lubchenco
apparently provided edits as well Attached Its better than
earlier versions


Cheers
Mike
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From Heather Blouah


To Carrie Selbera


Cc Michael Barnette Bob Hoffman David Bernhart Tracy Dunn Hal Robbins Lauren B Luao Linda Atwell Roy
Crabtree Heather Blouah


Subject Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tuesday December 21 201033242 PM
Attachments Heather Blouahvcf


Hi Carrie Heather


We would like to brief leadership on some enforcement issues in the
SER Roy mentioned this to Sam on a call yesterday The main topic of
discussion is TED monitoringcompliance but we also would like to
discuss Caribbean issues and the implications of both on ESA
consultationsopinions Since this involves budgetresource issues we
hope to include J0 Alan Sam Eric and Jim Lecky from your end On our
end we will have PRD OLE and possibly GCEL Roy would like to
schedule this call prior to the January Leadership Council meeting if
possible


Datestimes that work for us include
Monday 13 After 10 AM
Tuesday 14 830930 AM 1030AM400 PM
Wednesday 15 830930 AM after 1030 AM
Thursday 16 All day


For scheduling purposes our key players include
Roy Crabtree
Mike Barnette


David BernhartBob Hoffman
Hal Robbins


Tracy Dunn


Linda will help with the Oracle scheduling on our end once we can narrow
down a datetime


Thanks very much


Heather
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette


Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tuesday December 21 201050546 PM
Attachments Fwd Fwd Reauest Briefina on Law Enforcement Issueseml 692 KBlmsa


Hi I am assuming this got forwarded to you Cheers A







From David Cottinaham


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Fwd Fwd Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tuesday December 21 201045559 PM
Attachments David Cottinahamvcf


fyl


dc


Original Message
SubjectFwd Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues


DateTue 21 Dec 2010 161106 0500
From David Bernhart DavidBernhartanoaaaov


To Robert Hoffman RobertHoffmananoaaaov David Cottingham
DavidCottinahamanoaaaov


Bob Heather sent this to the wrong Bob Hoffman
Cotton As I mentioned in my voice mail


Original Message
Subject Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues


DateTue 21 Dec 2010 153242 0500
From Heather Blough HeatherBlouahanoaaaov
ToCarrie Selberg carrieselberala noaaaov
CC Michael Barnette MichaelBarnetteanoaaaov Bob Hoffman
BobHoffmandnoaaaov David Bernhart DavidBernhartdnoaaaov


Tracy Dunn TracvDunnnoaaaov Hal Robbins
HalRobbinsla noaaaov Lauren B Lugo LaurenBLuaola noaaaov
Linda Atwell LindaAtwellnanoaaaov Roy Crabtree
RovCrabtreenoaaaov Heather Blough HeatherBlouahla noaaaov


Hi Carrie Heather


We would like to brief leadership on some enforcement issues in the
SER Roy mentioned this to Sam on a call yesterday The main topic of
discussion is TED monitoringcompliance but we also would like to
discuss Caribbean issues and the implications of both on ESA
consultations opinions Since this involves budget resource issues we
hope to include JO Alan Sam Eric and Jim Lecky from your end On our


end we will have PRD OLE and possibly GCEL Roy would like to
schedule this call prior to the January Leadership Council meeting if
possible


Dates times that work for us include
Monday 13 After 10 AM


Tuesday 14 830930 AM 1030AM400 PM


Wednesday 15 830930 AM after 1030 AM


Thursday 16 All day


For scheduling purposes our key players include
Roy Crabtree
Mike Barnette


David Bernhart Bob Hoffman
Hal Robbins


Tracy Dunn


Linda will help with the Oracle scheduling on our end once we can narrow







down a date time


Thanks very much


Heather


David Cottingham
Chief Division of Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation
NMFS Office of Protected Resources


phone 301 713 2322 ext 101
fax 301 427 2522
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From Michael Barnette


To ChervIScannell noaaaov


Subject Re Fwd Daily Clips for Thursday December 30 2010
Date Monday January 03 201191522 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Question is what is she going to do about it


CherylScannell@noaagov wrote
You should be pleased with Dr Lubchencosop ed and the expressed need for more enforcement


Subject
Daily Clips for Thursday December 30 2010
From


Gene Louden GeneLouden@noaagov
Date


Thu 30 Dec 2010 092419 0500
To


NOAADailyclips@noaagov


To


NOAADailyclips@noaagov


NOAA DAILY CLIPS


Thursday December 30 2010


DAILY CLIPS


THESE ARTICLES ARE THE RESULT OF NOAA COMMUNICATIONS EFFORTS


Oil spill clarifies road map for sea turtle recovery Op Ed by Dr
Lubchenco


MIAMI HERALD 15 MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS NATIONWIDE


E2 Wire Scientist Climate change to intensify winter weather Blog
THE HILL


The Green Blog A career among the fishes Blog
BOSTON GLOBE


NESDIS Hikes Fees for Information and Services


TMCNET


EPA to set pollution limits for Chesapeake Bay DC Md Va could
face penalties
Capital Weather Gang Where did Sundays forecast go wrong Blog
Capital Weather Gang Is Siberian snow eastern US cold link legit


Blog
Capital Weather Gang Worrisome weather for Winter Classic Blog


WASHINGTON POST


American Airlines Jet Goes Off Runway in Wyoming AP ONLINE
NEW YORK TIMES WASHINGTON POST







Inaction and Delays by New York as Storm Bore Down
Storms Dump Heavy Rain Snow on Parts of West AP ONLINE


NEW YORK TIMES


ARTICLES WITHOUT NOAA COMMUNICATIONS INPUT


EPA unveils massive restoration plan for Chesapeake Bay
Obamas budget proposal will be delayed a bit


WASHINGTON POST


Massachusetts Sets Targets to Slash Carbon Emissions AP ONLINE
NEW YORK TIMES


EPA outlines details of Chesapeake Bay restoration AP
Public Relations Learned the Hard Way


WALL STREET JOURNAL


Science INSIDER On Eve of New Climate Regs A Primer on Federal
Greenhouse Gas Regimes Part I Blog


SCIENCE


Regulation and Disclosure of Fracking at the Center of Gas Drilling
Debate Blog


PRO PUBLICA


More US cities dimming the lights
USA TODAY


Endangered tuna call launched
GLOUCESTER DAILY TIMES


Please do not forward this email or the attached files If you would
like someone added to the distribution list for NOAA Daily Clips please
send their email address to genelouden@noaagov
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From Michael Barnette


To Eric G Hawk


Cc Marlene Menard Jack H Forrester


Subject Re call from Rene Betancourt last week re Honduras inspection
Date Monday January 03 201193735 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Thanks for the info Eric


Cheers
Mike


Eric G Hawk wrote


Hi Mike I got a call from Rene Heres what he told me
Hes back working for the government again
All TED inspections were done before the 24th of 40 boats in the
fleet he personally saw 32 when they came to port Of the remaining
8 boats 23 were still at sea and not seen but the remainder were
seen by other inspectors at the two other ports He said about 95
looked good the biggest problem was low TED angles He said that
most of the captains now have anglemeters and check their nets every
couple of weeks Rene said he gave these out personally He asked
and I confirmed that our team will be visiting around the first week
of March


Eric
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From Michael Barnette


To ChervIscannell noaaaov


Subject Re Fwd Daily Clips for Thursday December 30 2010
Date Monday January 03 201195641 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I have not seen a confirmed datetime but they were shooting for this
week


CherylScannell@noaagov wrote
Did a briefing get set up yet


Original Message
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Monday January 3 2011 915 am
Subject Re Fwd Daily Clips for Thursday December 30 2010
To CherylScannell@noaagov


Question is what is she going to do about it


CherylScannell@noaagov wrote
You should be pleased with Dr Lubchencosop ed and the expressed


need for more enforcement


Subject
Daily Clips for Thursday December 30 2010
From


Gene Louden GeneLouden@noaagov
Date


Thu 30 Dec 2010 092419 0500
To


NOAADailyclips@noaagov


To


NOAADailyclips@noaagov


NOAA DAILY CLIPS


Thursday December 30 2010


DAILY CLIPS


THESE ARTICLES ARE THE RESULT OF NOM COMMUNICATIONS EFFORTS


Oil spill clarifies road map for sea turtle recovery Op Ed by Dr


Lubchenco


MIAMI HERALD 15 MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS NATIONWIDE


E2 Wire Scientist Climate change to intensify winter weather Blog
THE HILL







The Green Blog A career among the fishes Blog
BOSTON GLOBE


NESDIS Hikes Fees for Information and Services
TMCNET


EPA to set pollution limits for Chesapeake Bay DC Md Va
could


face penalties
Capital Weather Gang Where did Sundaysforecast go wrong Blog
Capital Weather Gang Is Siberian snow eastern US cold link


legit
Blog


Capital Weather Gang Worrisome weather for Winter Classic Blog
WASHINGTON POST


American Airlines Jet Goes Off Runway in Wyoming AP ONLINE
NEW YORK TIMES WASHINGTON POST


Inaction and Delays by New York as Storm Bore Down
Storms Dump Heavy Rain Snow on Parts of West AP ONLINE


NEW YORK TIMES


ARTICLES WITHOUT NOM COMMUNICATIONS INPUT


EPA unveils massive restoration plan for Chesapeake Bay
Obamas budget proposal will be delayed a bit


WASHINGTON POST


Massachusetts Sets Targets to Slash Carbon Emissions AP ONLINE
NEW YORK TIMES


EPA outlines details of Chesapeake Bay restoration AP
Public Relations Learned the Hard Way


WALL STREET JOURNAL


Science INSIDER On Eve of New Climate Regs A Primer on Federal
Greenhouse Gas Regimes Part I Blog


SCIENCE


Regulation and Disclosure of Fracking at the Center of Gas Drilling


Debate Blog
PRO PUBLICA


More US cities dimming the lights
USA TODAY


Endangered tuna call launched
GLOUCESTER DAILY TIMES


Please do not forward this email or the attached files If you would
like someone added to the distribution list for NOAA Daily Clips please
send their email address to genelouden@noaagov
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Dennis Klemm


Subject Fwd Re call from Rene Betancourt last week re Honduras inspection
Date Monday January 03 2011 110424 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FYI


Original Message
Subject Re call from Rene Betancourt last week re Honduras inspection
Date Mon 03 Jan 2011 095342 0600
From Jack Forrester JackHForrester@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC Eric G Hawk EricHawk@noaagov Marlene Menard


marlenemenard@maccom
References 4D21DE6380700@noaagov 4D21DF2F9090102@noaagov


Just a heads up Sonia in EL Salvador the day before Christmas was fired
as fisheries head along with the chief inspector for some unknown reason
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote
Thanks for the info Eric


Cheers
Mike


Eric G Hawk wrote


Hi Mike I got a call from Rene Heres what he told me
Hes back working for the government again
All TED inspections were done before the 24th of 40 boats in the
fleet he personally saw 32 when they came to port Of the remaining
8 boats 2 3 were still at sea and not seen but the remainder were
seen by other inspectors at the two other ports He said about 95
looked good the biggest problem was low TED angles He said that
most of the captains now have anglemeters and check their nets every
couple of weeks Rene said he gave these out personally He asked
and I confirmed that our team will be visiting around the first week
of March


Eric
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From Michael Barnette


To Jennifer Lee Cheryl Scannell Duane Smith


Subject Fwd Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tuesday January 04 2011 13454 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FYI


Original Message
Subject Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tue 04 Jan 2011 125702 0500
From Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
Reply To Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhart@noaagov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Robert


Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Hal Robbins HalRobbins@noaagov


The following meeting has been modified


Proposed by Roy Crabtree
Creator Linda Atwell


Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Wednesday January 05 2011
Time 1130 am to 1230 pm EST5EDT
Location 8665419341 643303 Roy


Description


participants 229906


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite
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From Michael Barnette


To Shepherd Grimes


Subject Fwd Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tuesday January 04 2011 13953 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FYI in case you are getting roped into shrimp stuff


Original Message
Subject Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tue 04 Jan 2011 125702 0500
From Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
Reply To Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhart@noaagov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Robert


Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Hal Robbins HalRobbins@noaagov


The following meeting has been modified


Proposed by Roy Crabtree
Creator Linda Atwell


Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Wednesday January 05 2011
Time 1130 am to 1230 pm EST5EDT
Location 8665419341 643303 Roy


Description


participants 229906


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite
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From Michael Barnette


To shepherd Grimes


Subject Fwd Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tuesday January 04 2011 14107 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


guess I should be more explicit this meeting is intended to brief
leadership about enforcement issues particularly lack of enforcement of
TEDs and the poor compliance we are finding in the fishery


Original Message
Subject Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tue 04 Jan 2011 125702 0500
From Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
Reply To Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagovDavid Bernhart
DavidBernhart@noaagov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Robert


Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Hal Robbins HalRobbins@noaagov


The following meeting has been modified


Proposed by Roy Crabtree
Creator Linda Atwell


Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Wednesday January 05 2011
Time 1130 am to 1230 pm EST5EDT
Location 8665419341 643303 Roy


Description


participants 229906


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite
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From Michael Barnette


To Shepherd Grimes


Subject Re Fwd Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tuesday January 04 2011 20245 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


cool sounds like fun whats your address


Shepherd Grimes wrote
NNNNNOOOOOOO Actually I have been but if Roy doesnt invite me I
feel no need to interject myself


I am having people over Friday night for the Texas AM v LSU game
You and Mel are welcome to come as long as you dont bring any of
that bad SC mojo Kickoff is at 830


On142011 139 PM Michael Barnette wrote
FYI in case you are getting roped into shrimp stuff


Original Message
Subject Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tue 04 Jan 2011 125702 0500
From Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
ReplyTo Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagovDavid Bernhart
DavidBernhart@noaagov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Robert


Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Hal Robbins HalRobbins@noaagov


The following meeting has been modified


Proposed by Roy Crabtree
Creator Linda Atwell


Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Wednesday January 05 2011
Time 1130 am to 1230 pm EST5EDT
Location 866 541 9341 643303 Roy


Description


participants 229906


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite
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From Michael Barnette


To ChervIScanneIk noaaaov


Cc Jennifer Lee Duane Smith


Subject Re Fwd Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tuesday January 04 2011 20353 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Yes but as yet I am not sure who all from HQ will be on the call
Hopefully I will get more info from Heather on it


CherylScannell@noaagov wrote
Thanks Mike Is this the call with HQ If so can you tell us whom youll be speaking with


Original Message
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Tuesday January 4 2011 134 pm
Subject Fwd Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
To Jennifer Lee JenniferLee@noaagov Cheryl Scannell CherylScannell@noaagov Duane


Smith DuaneSmith@noaagov


FYI


Original Message
Subject Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tue 04 Jan 2011 125702 0500
From Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
ReplyTo Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov David Bernhart
DavidBernhart@noaagov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Robert


Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Hal Robbins HalRobbins@noaagov


The following meeting has been modified


Proposed by Roy Crabtree
Creator Linda Atwell


Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Wednesday January 05 2011
Time 1130 am to 1230 pm EST5EDT
Location 866 541 9341 643303 Roy


Description


participants 229906


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite
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From Michael Barnette


To ChervIScanneIk noaaaov


Cc Jennifer Lee Duane Smith


Subject Re Fwd Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tuesday January 04 2011 30330 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


John Oliver Helen Golde Eric Schwaab and Sam Rauch


CherylScannell@noaagovwrote
Thanks Mike Is this the call with HQ If so can you tell us whom youll be speaking with


Original Message
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Tuesday January 4 2011 134 pm
Subject Fwd Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
To Jennifer Lee JenniferLee@noaagov Cheryl Scannell CherylScannell@noaagov Duane


Smith DuaneSmith@noaagov


FYI


Original Message
Subject Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Date Tue 04 Jan 2011 125702 0500
From Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
ReplyTo Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagovDavid Bernhart
DavidBernhart@noaagov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Robert


Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Hal Robbins HalRobbins@noaagov


The following meeting has been modified


Proposed by Roy Crabtree
Creator Linda Atwell


Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
Wednesday January 05 2011
Time 1130 am to 1230 pm EST5EDT
Location 866 541 9341 643303 Roy


Description


participants 229906


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite
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From Michael Barnette


To Jennifer Lee


Cc David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Dennis Klemm John Mitchell Eric Hawk
Bcc Alexis Gutierrez Michael Barnette
Subject December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates considerations for the biological opinion
Date Wednesday January 05 2011 12721 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Looking at the past and most recent sea turtle bycatch estimates


2002 BIOLOGICAL OPINION


SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens 18757 514


Loggerheads 163160 3948
Kemps ridleys 155503 4208
Hawksbills NA 640


Leatherbacks 3090 80


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens NA NA
Loggerheads 61299 1451
Kemps ridleys NA NA
Hawksbills NA NA
Leatherbacks 1001 36


The most recent estimates like the 2002 ITS were based on 97 percent
TED effectiveness rate This rate is based on a properly installed and
properly maintained TED ie even a perfect TED may result in turtle
capture Due to the recent evaluations of TED compliance in the Gulf of
Mexico and South Atlantic the 97 percent exclusion rate ie
perfect TEDs should be reconsidered for use in calculating current
capture and mortality estimates Significant TED compliance issues have
been documented in the shrimp fishery which should be considered and
incorporated when determining capturemortality estimates for sea turtles
At this time I dont think its possible to quantify the effect of a
steep angle or insufficient escape opening on sea turtle escapement
although it is clear these issues would have a negative effect Further
captures due to steep angles are likely not documented as for example
a small turtle could become impinged on a steep TED grid during the haul
and expire but then possiblylikely fall out of the escape opening
during net haul back
I recommend we adjust the 3 percent capture rate based on complete
compliance to more accurately capture real world conditions as
documented in recent TED compliance evaluations In doing so however
the 2010 mortality estimates very quickly approach and possibly exceed
the 2002 ITS estimates For example reducing the TED effectiveness rate
by a modest 3 percent to 94 percent doubles the sea turtle mortality
rate in the shrimp fishery Ratcheting the estimate down to a still
likely conservative 90 percent effectiveness more than triples the
mortality estimates see below


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 6 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 2902
Leatherbacks 1001 72


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 10 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE







SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 4837
Leatherbacks 1001 120


It should also be pointed out that the December 22 2010 memo estimates
use recent fishery effort levels but still relies on CPUE from Epperly
et al 2002 This 2002 report utilizes data from the 1990s and does
not take into consideration potential increased abundance of sea
turtles As a result this could potentially depress the number of total
estimated interactions and subsequently depress the number of
expected mortalities
Therefore the conclusion that the reduction of shrimp fishery effort
would result in take estimates under the 2002 ITS is potentially not
accurate


Something to mull over
Cheers
Mike
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From John Mitchell


To Michael Barnette


Cc Jack H Forrester Robert D Stevens Jennifer Lee Robert Hoffman Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re current status of domestic TED compliance
Date Wednesday January 05 2011 15909 PM


Mike


I did not have time to reply to your email over the holidays but
definitely want to throw in my two cents Pardon my preaching to the
choir Im assuming that the OLE proposal and budget and ours put
forth earlier to deal with TED compliance issues is going nowhere If
this is the case and I understand you correctly your meeting resulted
in no alternate plan offered by OLE to even make a meager attempt at TED
enforcement in the near term To those of us who can see a very clear
and relatively low cost solution to this problem this is frustrating
and demoralizing As you well know there is no need for grand budget
increases and multiple new officers to make a difference We can make
a significant impact with 2 agentsofficers OLE or JEA committing to 3
days on the water a monthand if thats too much 3 days every other
month will at least be something


Granted I dont know the work load that OLE is faced with but TED
compliance inspections are essentially a turn key operation with our
involvement Just to keep something in play I have asked Dale to
develop a 2011 TED outreach and LE plan keeping our costs as low as
possible Ill forward it you for review Based on your summary of the
meeting Im not sure it will matter much


JM


Michael Barnette wrote


Guys
We had a meeting here yesterday to discuss TED compliance and how to
convey the situation to leadership While there was little to no
discussion disputing the findings from past inspections
unfortunately to me it seemed like a defeatist attitude has sunk in
with regard to increasing improving enforcement efforts and thereby
improving TED compliance in the fishery It was made fairly clear to
me that we just dont have the resources to do that job and basically
nothing would be done unless a mandate came down from Dr Lubchenco
stating that this would be an enforcement priority and at the
sacrifice of other enforcement efforts With only 28 LE agents for
the entire SER including Puerto Rico and USVI and no new FTEs over
the past 7 years they dont have the tools to accomplish the required
task Even when it came to obtaining copies of TED records eg
boarding forms from USCG etc in order to establish some type of
database to monitor TED compliance I was told OLE has tried
unsuccessfully to get that information in the past and that it was not
likely to happen in the future
It is definitely an unfortunate situation especially considering the
millions of dollars not to mention all the time and effort expended
to test develop and implement TEDs over the past 20 years only to
find out we cant insure their effectiveness This obviously
introduces significant issues for the biological opinion for the
southeast shrimp fishery This was mentioned at the meeting eg







failure to continue implementing the PRET effort which was a
non discretionary term and condition in the 2002 opinion but
strangely some offered that if we simply require TEDs in the skimmer
trawl fishery that we could avoid trouble in the new opinion
currently being drafted I say strangely because if we know TED
compliance is currently insufficient in the shrimp fishery how would
requiring TEDs in the skimmer trawl portion of that fishery the


bulk of which are in Louisiana where there is no TED enforcement be


considered a solution The reality is that we are nowhere near the 97
percent effectiveness that is usually cited for TED performance With
all the issues we have observed and documented its probably
somewhere around 60 percent and perhaps that is optimistic I
certainly would be interested in hearing others estimates of the
situation


At this point I still want to conduct observations in the Carolinas
as soon as possible after which we will have covered the majority of
the fleet and have a snapshot of the overall situation The
responsible action then would likely be to draft a memorandum to
Department of State outlining what the baseline is for our domestic
TED program in order to aid them when evaluating foreign countries
This is something we really have not had available in the past as we
have worked under assumptions and the premise that our program was
solid Obviously that is not accurate Sad to say with what we
know of many foreign TED programs I think the only way we could
decertify a country in the future ie at least until the situation
here changes is if we observe widespread and blatant cheating such
as what was documented in Mexico a couple years ago Even then we may
be pushing our luck
Anyway sorry to sound like the Grinch right before Christmas but
this ongoing situation and our agencys reaction to it is extremely
demoralizing Instead of egg nog I may seek out some hemlock over
the holidays
Cheers
Mike







From Alexis Gutierrez


To John Mitchell


Cc Michael Barnette Jack H Forrester Robert D Stevens Jennifer Lee Robert Hoffman


Subject Re current status of domestic TED compliance
Date Wednesday January 05 201123832 PM


Hi John
I am sure by now that Mike has given you a more detailed read out on


our meeting today OLE was asked several times if they could do
something now and the response was that if they get information of
strandings or complaints they can send people out to the field but in
general their abilities right now are very reactive because of their
short staffing Cheers A


John Mitchell wrote


Mike


I did not have time to reply to your email over the holidays but
definitely want to throw in my two cents Pardon my preaching to the
choir Im assuming that the OLE proposal and budget and ours put
forth earlier to deal with TED compliance issues is going nowhere If
this is the case and I understand you correctly your meeting
resulted in no alternate plan offered by OLE to even make a meager
attempt at TED enforcement in the near term To those of us who can
see a very clear and relatively lowcost solution to this problem
this is frustrating and demoralizing As you well know there is no
need for grand budget increases and multiple new officers to make a
difference We can make a significant impact with 2 agentsofficers
OLE or JEA committing to 3 days on the water a monthand if thats
too much 3 days every other month will at least be something
Granted I dont know the work load that OLE is faced with but TED
compliance inspections are essentially a turn key operation with our
involvement Just to keep something in play I have asked Dale to
develop a 2011 TED outreach and LE plan keeping our costs as low as
possible Ill forward it you for review Based on your summary of
the meeting Im not sure it will matter much


JM


Michael Barnette wrote


Guys
We had a meeting here yesterday to discuss TED compliance and how to
convey the situation to leadership While there was little to no
discussion disputing the findings from past inspections
unfortunately to me it seemed like a defeatist attitude has sunk in
with regard to increasingimproving enforcement efforts and thereby
improving TED compliance in the fishery It was made fairly clear to
me that we just dont have the resources to do that job and
basically nothing would be done unless a mandate came down from Dr
Lubchenco stating that this would be an enforcement priority and at
the sacrifice of other enforcement efforts With only 28 LE agents
for the entire SER including Puerto Rico and USVI and no new FTEs
over the past 7 years they dont have the tools to accomplish the
required task Even when it came to obtaining copies of TED records
eg boarding forms from USCG etc in order to establish some
type of database to monitor TED compliance I was told OLE has tried







unsuccessfully to get that information in the past and that it was
not likely to happen in the future
It is definitely an unfortunate situation especially considering the
millions of dollars not to mention all the time and effort expended
to test develop and implement TEDs over the past 20 years only to
find out we cant insure their effectiveness This obviously
introduces significant issues for the biological opinion for the
southeast shrimp fishery This was mentioned at the meeting eg
failure to continue implementing the PRET effort which was a
non discretionary term and condition in the 2002 opinion but
strangely some offered that if we simply require TEDs in the skimmer
trawl fishery that we could avoid trouble in the new opinion
currently being drafted I say strangely because if we know TED
compliance is currently insufficient in the shrimp fishery how would
requiring TEDs in the skimmer trawl portion of that fishery the


bulk of which are in Louisiana where there is no TED enforcement


be considered a solution The reality is that we are nowhere near
the 97 percent effectiveness that is usually cited for TED
performance With all the issues we have observed and documented
its probably somewhere around 60 percent and perhaps that is
optimistic I certainly would be interested in hearing others
estimates of the situation


At this point I still want to conduct observations in the Carolinas
as soon as possible after which we will have covered the majority of
the fleet and have a snapshot of the overall situation The
responsible action then would likely be to draft a memorandum to
Department of State outlining what the baseline is for our domestic
TED program in order to aid them when evaluating foreign countries
This is something we really have not had available in the past as we
have worked under assumptions and the premise that our program was
solid Obviously that is not accurate Sad to say with what we
know of many foreign TED programs I think the only way we could
decertify a country in the future ie at least until the situation
here changes is if we observe widespread and blatant cheating such
as what was documented in Mexico a couple years ago Even then we
may be pushing our luck
Anyway sorry to sound like the Grinch right before Christmas but
this ongoing situation and our agencys reaction to it is extremely
demoralizing Instead of egg nog I may seek out some hemlock over
the holidays
Cheers
Mike







From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Subject Re French Guiana question
Date Wednesday January 05 201124618 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I just dont get it


John Mitchell wrote


Thanks Mike I just sent you a FWIW response to your preChristmas
email on your meeting with OLE I wish we all had the luxury of
throwing up our hands and saying we cant solve the problem therefore
we and wont even try JM


Michael Barnette wrote


That is accurate The flat bar was tested and certified as being
turtle safe by you guys via the STS protocol so its good to use in
that regard Codification on our part is just a bureacratic hurdle
not a scientificconservation hurdle and would not preclude a
foreign country from using the material as long as all other
parameters are good


BTW having a conference call with HQ leadership tomorrow about the
TED enforcement issues Will be interested in their reaction and if


they opt for action versus BS


Michael C Barnette


On Jan 4 2011 at 622 PM John Mitchell JohnMitchellnoaagov
wrote


Yo Mike Hope you had a great holiday and did not even think about
work Now back to the other life


I received a question from Tony Nalovic re the TTED It seems that
Suriname is interested in the 2 inch bar spacing which is the only
difference between a TTED and a flatbar TED Suriname has asked


Tony if the TTED is NMFSapproved I was going to respond to Tony
with the following and wanted your thoughts before sending


The only component of the TTED which has not been officially
approvedcodified to date is the flatbar design The regulation
which will allow flat bar TED construction is due to be published
very soon Because of the advanced stage of this regulation process
if a country chooses to build a flatbar TED it would NOT be
grounds for decertification As long as all other components of
the TED meet the NMFS approved criteria including but not limited
to the size of the escape opening fishing angle and correct
flotationitwould be viewed as a NMFS approved TED


Am I stretching things Seems like weve already set the precedent
for the flatbar by 1 Certifying French Guiana and 2
Distributing over 100 of them throughout Central America


JM
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Cc Alexis Gutierrez Jack H Forrester Robert D Stevens Jennifer Lee Robert Hoffman


Subject Re current status of domestic TED compliance
Date Wednesday January 05 201125615 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


To be specific to your question John no no alternative was offered
aside from their previous proposal They made the point several times
how many OLE officers it would take 34 minimum to conduct a boarding
and they would need them in multiple locations due to travel budget
restrictions etc I tried to make the point at our regional meeting
that you can do a lot with a little in contrast to doing nothing with
nothing in that one or two officers in conjunction with the GMT boat
etc was all that was necessary not 10 20 additional officers As we
were discussing with leadership today I didnt want to take out OLEs
legs out from under them and make that point again with their potential
expectation that if they asked for 10 20 officers and ended up getting
only 5 officers they would be ahead of the game
But I definitely agree with your point
FWIW OLE did mention that Pascagoulasparticipation as well as GCLE
support was integral in making this whole thing work


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi John
I am sure by now that Mike has given you a more detailed read out


on our meeting today OLE was asked several times if they could do
something now and the response was that if they get information of
strandings or complaints they can send people out to the field but in
general their abilities right now are very reactive because of their
short staffing Cheers A


John Mitchell wrote


Mike


I did not have time to reply to your email over the holidays but
definitely want to throw in my two cents Pardon my preaching to the
choir Im assuming that the OLE proposal and budget and ours put
forth earlier to deal with TED compliance issues is going nowhere
If this is the case and I understand you correctly your meeting
resulted in no alternate plan offered by OLE to even make a meager
attempt at TED enforcement in the near term To those of us who can
see a very clear and relatively lowcost solution to this problem
this is frustrating and demoralizing As you well know there is no
need for grand budget increases and multiple new officers to make a
difference We can make a significant impact with 2 agentsofficers
OLE or JEA committing to 3 days on the water a monthand if
thats too much 3 days every other month will at least be something
Granted I dont know the work load that OLE is faced with but TED
compliance inspections are essentially a turn key operation with our
involvement Just to keep something in play I have asked Dale to
develop a 2011 TED outreach and LE plan keeping our costs as low as
possible Ill forward it you for review Based on your summary of
the meeting Im not sure it will matter much


JM







Michael Barnette wrote


Guys
We had a meeting here yesterday to discuss TED compliance and how to
convey the situation to leadership While there was little to no
discussion disputing the findings from past inspections
unfortunately to me it seemed like a defeatist attitude has sunk in
with regard to increasing improving enforcement efforts and thereby
improving TED compliance in the fishery It was made fairly clear
to me that we just dont have the resources to do that job and
basically nothing would be done unless a mandate came down from Dr
Lubchenco stating that this would be an enforcement priority and at
the sacrifice of other enforcement efforts With only 28 LE agents
for the entire SER including Puerto Rico and USVI and no new FTEs
over the past 7 years they dont have the tools to accomplish the
required task Even when it came to obtaining copies of TED records
eg boarding forms from USCG etc in order to establish some
type of database to monitor TED compliance I was told OLE has tried
unsuccessfully to get that information in the past and that it was
not likely to happen in the future
It is definitely an unfortunate situation especially considering
the millions of dollars not to mention all the time and effort
expended to test develop and implement TEDs over the past 20
years only to find out we cant insure their effectiveness This
obviously introduces significant issues for the biological opinion
for the southeast shrimp fishery This was mentioned at the meeting
eg failure to continue implementing the PRET effort which was a
non discretionary term and condition in the 2002 opinion but
strangely some offered that if we simply require TEDs in the skimmer
trawl fishery that we could avoid trouble in the new opinion
currently being drafted I say strangely because if we know TED
compliance is currently insufficient in the shrimp fishery how
would requiring TEDs in the skimmer trawl portion of that fishery
the bulk of which are in Louisiana where there is no TED enforcement


be considered a solution The reality is that we are nowhere
near the 97 percent effectiveness that is usually cited for TED
performance With all the issues we have observed and documented
its probably somewhere around 60 percent and perhaps that is
optimistic I certainly would be interested in hearing others
estimates of the situation


At this point I still want to conduct observations in the Carolinas
as soon as possible after which we will have covered the majority
of the fleet and have a snapshot of the overall situation The
responsible action then would likely be to draft a memorandum to
Department of State outlining what the baseline is for our domestic
TED program in order to aid them when evaluating foreign
countries This is something we really have not had available in
the past as we have worked under assumptions and the premise that
our program was solid Obviously that is not accurate Sad to
say with what we know of many foreign TED programs I think the
only way we could decertify a country in the future ie at least
until the situation here changes is if we observe widespread and
blatant cheating such as what was documented in Mexico a couple
years ago Even then we may be pushing our luck
Anyway sorry to sound like the Grinch right before Christmas but
this ongoing situation and our agencys reaction to it is extremely
demoralizing Instead of egg nog I may seek out some hemlock over
the holidays







Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Subject Fwd Re FW Proposed TEDs certification visit
Date Wednesday January 05 201131627 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Re FW Proposed TEDs certification visit
Date Fri 17 Dec 2010 145639 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Menard Marlene M MenardMM @stategov
CC JackHForrester@noaagov
References


394603B204A5F343BC98057FCEDC630201BDAB90@MSWASHDCEVS13washdcstatesbu


We did a pretty successful one day workshop during our last visit in
2008 I believe I will defer to Jack about the details Would have hoped
Panama kept up the pace in regard to TED training etc so maybe a
workshop is not necessary
Mike


Menard Marlene M wrote


MikeJack


How many days are needed for trainingworkshops for inspectors andor
shrimpers What is involved in that planningsetup


Thanks


Marlene


From Muntean William G Panama
Sent Friday December 17 2010 1228 PM
To Menard Marlene M Carrasco Carmen C Panama
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForrester@noaagov
Subject RE Proposed TEDs certification visit


Marlene


Thanks for the emails and please also copy Ceci Carrasco on all
correspondence with post on this


The initial response from the GOPARAP was enthusiastic They are
likely to request that you stop here first January 16 and have
previously asked for training to assist their inspectors on TEDS
issues see attached At that time Dave Hogan said that a training
mission might also be able to be scheduled at the same time as a
certification visit would that be possible


Thanks and look forward to working with you on this


Bill


William Muntean







Deputy Economic Counselor


US Embassy Panama


T 507 207 7263


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Thursday December 16 2010 452 PM
To Plowman Jonathan A Muntean William G Panama
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForrester@noaagov
Subject RE Proposed TEDs certification visit


Hi Andrew


Thanks And thanks for connecting me with Bill


Bill


I look forward to working with you I hope that you will be able to
join us for all or part of the visit


Cheers


Marlene


From Plowman Jonathan A
Sent Thursday December 16 2010 821 AM
To Menard Marlene M
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForrester@noaagovMuntean
William G Panama
Subject RE Proposed TEDs certification visit


Hi Marlene


Welcome on board Bill Muntean who is copied on this message is
Embassy Panamas point of contact for TEDs related issues and will
assist in arrangements for this vist


Thanks


Andrew


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Wednesday December 15 2010 423 PM
To Krzywda David A Managua Plowman Jonathan A Ferguson
Mitchell L Preston Jean
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForrester@noaagov
Subject Proposed TEDs certification visit
Importance High


Hi all


I found your names on the key officers lists for your respective
embassy I am the new Foreign TEDs Program Officer in the Office of
Marine Conservation and would like to schedule a TEDs certification







visit to Nicaragua Panama El Salvador and Guatemala during the
timeframe of January 16 Feb 5 The visitor group would be me and two
technical experts from NOAA As you know your host countries may only
export wildcaught shrimp to the US if they are certified as having a
TED turtle exclusion device program comparable to the US This
certification is made annually to Congress in April The purpose of
this visit is to review your host countrysTED program in preparation
for the certification to be made to Congress in April 2011 We would
accompany inspectors on inspections to verify knowledgecapacity I
would also like to meet with the appropriate fisheries officialsto
reviewdiscuss enforcement activitiesissues since my offices last
visit I can work on specific dateslocations once you and your host
government fisheries officials confirm that a visit during that time
period would work


I assume that some officials have already departed for the holidays
but hope that you will be able to reach someone with authority to
confirm a visit before COB Friday so that we can start nailing dates
down for each country and make travel plans eCC info states that
dipofficial visas are not needed for official travel to your host
country Please advise if you know this not to be correct


Last TED certification visits


Nicaragua Aug 2008 8 days this included a workshop


Panama Dec 2008 6 days


El Salvador Feb 2009 4 days


Guatemala Oct 2008 2 days


The length of this visit will not necessarily be the same as the last
visit but I wanted to present that information so that you have an
idea of what we did last time


It will not be necessary that an embassy officialemployee accompany
us during the course of the visit but I would encourage participation
during all or part if someone is available It would be especially
beneficial for institutional memory if an ESTH LES would be permitted
to join us


Please let me know if you would like more information prior to
reaching out to your contacts


Many thanks


Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Subject Fwd Re workshopstraining during proposed TEDs certification visits
Date Wednesday January 05 201131659 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Looks like I cced you originally on this one


Original Message
Subject Re workshopstraining during proposed TEDs certification visits
Date Fri 17 Dec 2010 150852 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Menard Marlene M MenardMM @stategov
CC Jack H ForresterJackHForresternoaagovJohn Mitchell
JohnMitchell@noaagov
References


394603B204A5F343BC98057FCEDC630201BDAB73@MSWASHDCEVS13washdcstatesbu
394603B204A5F343BC98057FCEDC630201BDAB91@MSWASHDCEVS13washdcstatesbu


Hi Marlene


I dont want to speak for Jack or anything but I think we should be
careful about our statements in regard to broad offers of training and
workshops We are definitely partners in turtle conservations efforts
and capacity building is a cornerstone to building a strong program but
we dont want to get trapped into a never ending cycle of us providing
training and throwing money down a well A self sufficient TED program
should be able to train itself We have tried to switch the focus of


this program from us telling them what to do to them showing us what
they do Also we have moved towards training trainers such as what
Pascagoula has done with their TEDs University program After all the
CAFTA money spent and the TEDs University for select individual
countries I would be interested in sitting in on a workshop program run
by the host country versus one run by us if possible or at least a
joint workshop Aside from the export of the TED technology we have
also worked to export the responsibility of turtle conservation in that
we emphasize these TED requirements are their law in most if not all
cases versus just an American law per se They need to buy in as well
Hope you understand where I am coming from
That being said I am all for making the trips as productive as possible
Cheers
Mike


Menard Marlene M wrote


Dear all


Panama reports that their fisheries people are interested in training
I would like to build a trainingworkshop component into each visit to
help make these rips as productive as possible The message that I
would like to send to foreign fisheries officials is that OMC and NOAA
are their partners in the continuing developmentimprovement where
necessary of their TED programs That this visit is not an inspection







or policing but rather should be seen as a joint review of current
status weaknessesstrengths and enforcement challenges My goal is to
help them do what it takes to have a solid program


That said please advise your contacts that during our visit we
would like to conduct trainingworkshops for inspectors and the trade
This gives them an opportunity to review requirements and serve as
initial training for new inspectors It gives us an opportunity to
share developments and enforcement tips from what we have seen in the
US and in other countries


Jack proposes a full day workshoptraining first half of the day
would be classroom setting he has a powerpoint presentation in both
English and Spanish Second half of the day would be at the port with
handson training doing TED inspections shrimp boats We can do one
day for inspectors and a separate day for the trade
shrimpersfishermennet makers We can do something separate for net
makers if there is interest


Please strongly encourage your contacts to take advantage of this
offer If the fishery agency is interested they would need to
organize attendees and location for both sessions location for
classroom training to have AV capability to project the powerpoint on
Jacks laptop onto a screenwall and also organize the port visit
with at least one volunteer shrimp boat at the port for the hands on
training


It would be great to receive feedback from the fisheries agencies on
what they would like to get out of the workshoptraining any specific
items they would like us to cover and any other ideas on how we can
support their program If they have a large number of people
interested in attending and would like more than 1 or 2 days please
let me know that too


Jack was in El Salvador in October 2010 and conducted workshops then
but we are happy to do more in El Salvador during this visit if they
would like


Many thanks


Marlene


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Wednesday December 15 2010 423 PM
To Krzywda David A Managua Plowman Jonathan A Ferguson
Mitchell L Preston Jean
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForrester@noaagov
Subject Proposed TEDs certification visit
Importance High


Hi all


I found your names on the key officers lists for your respective
embassy I am the new Foreign TEDs Program Officer in the Office of
Marine Conservation and would like to schedule a TEDs certification


visit to Nicaragua Panama El Salvador and Guatemala during the
timeframe of January 16 Feb 5 The visitor group would be me and two
technical experts from NOM As you know your host countries may only
export wildcaught shrimp to the US if they are certified as having a
TED turtle exclusion device program comparable to the US This







certification is made annually to Congress in April The purpose of
this visit is to review your host countrysTED program in preparation
for the certification to be made to Congress in April 2011 We would
accompany inspectors on inspections to verify knowledgecapacity I
would also like to meet with the appropriate fisheries officialsto
reviewdiscuss enforcement activitiesissues since my offices last
visit I can work on specific dateslocations once you and your host
government fisheries officials confirm that a visit during that time
period would work


I assume that some officials have already departed for the holidays
but hope that you will be able to reach someone with authority to
confirm a visit before COB Friday so that we can start nailing dates
down for each country and make travel plans eCC info states that
dipofficial visas are not needed for official travel to your host
country Please advise if you know this not to be correct


Last TED certification visits


Nicaragua Aug 2008 8 days this included a workshop


Panama Dec 2008 6 days


El Salvador Feb 2009 4 days


Guatemala Oct 2008 2 days


The length of this visit will not necessarily be the same as the last
visit but I wanted to present that information so that you have an
idea of what we did last time


It will not be necessary that an embassy officialemployee accompany
us during the course of the visit but I would encourage participation
during all or part if someone is available It would be especially
beneficial for institutional memory if an ESTH LES would be permitted
to join us


Please let me know if you would like more information prior to
reaching out to your contacts


Many thanks


Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert D Stevens


Subject Fwd Re gerald pack
Date Wednesday January 05 201131908 PM
Attachments 71 in laminate June 052odf


DC Laminate June 051ndf


Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Dale


Sorry I have been dealing with all this other enforcement BS and
foreign stuff that I forgot to send this contact info
Let me know if you are able to set something up Looks like I will be
in Central America January 16 26


Original Message
Subject Re gerald pack
Date Thu 09 Dec 2010 112310 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To Michelle Tuttle michelle@safeharborseafoodnet
CC Robert D Stevens RobertDStevens@noaagov
References 000901cb9626 1bcf86a0 4600a8c0@sharborlocal


Hi Michelle


Thanks for the email contact I have attached the two turtle excluder


device TED checklists that we discussed with Mr Pack I believe Dale
Stevens cced will be contacting Mr Pack in the near future about
scheduling a January TED workshop for area shrimpers If I can be of
assistance on any TED related issue please dont hesitate to contact me
Cheers
Mike


Michelle Tuttle wrote


Mr Barnette


This email is for information


Michelle Tuttle


Miss Becky Seafood Inc


4371 Ocean Street


Atlantic Beach FL 32233


PH 9042470255


Fax 9042491025











nOAR r TED Technology TransferProgram
PO Drawer 1207 Pascagoula MS USA 11011www mslabs noaa govtedshtml PH 228 7624591


Guide for Checking 71 inch TED Opening
Step 1 Step 2


Step 1 Step 2


Measure the leading Measure the distance


edge of the escape from the TED frame
hole cut A to B forward along the


side of the escape
Greater than or equal to This measurement hole cut to the


71inches when stretched
must be greater thang leading edge of the


A I o or equal to 71inches C escape hole cut
when stretched Greater t lan or C to D


equal to 26inches
when stretched


Note This measurement
This measurement must be greater than


Nmust also be 0 or equal to
obtained with flap 26inches when
attached stretched


Step 3 Step 4


Step 3 1 Step 4


mm i Measure the distance Measure the


the flap is attached distance from the


beyond the posterior posterior edge of the
edge of the TED TED frame to the


frame E to F traili e of the
flap G to H


rj Thi measurement


must be taken from 0 This measurement


i the center of the must be taken from


Max frame and must not the center of the
exceed 6inches 24 Max frame and must not
when the TED is exceed 24inches


hanging when the TED is


lit el hanging


Step 5


Step 5 ACCELERATOR FUNNELS


Measure the escape
opening inside the
flap I to J


This measurement


must be greater than zzi7
or equal to


If an optional accelerator funnel is used the71inches
funnel must have a minimum straightlinewhen stretched
stretched measurement as follows


ICk 071 Take this
All offshore waters and in inshore waters


measurement in a
of Georgia or South Carolina 71


Minimum horizontal


straight line at the aft All inshore waters except GA SC 44
edge of the exit hole







00 N


Ast f1 National Marine Fisheries Service 7
i TED Technology Transfer Program j


r P Drawer 12 Pascagoula MO we 07 S USA


www mslabs noaa govteds html 228 762 4591


Guide for Checking DoubleCover TED Opening
Step 1 Step 2


Step 1 Step 2


i
Measure the leading r Measure the distance


edge of the escape from the TED frame


hole cut A to B forward along the
side of the escape


ni Greater than or equal to This measurement hole cut to the
56inches when stretched


must be greater than leading edge of the
A 4 1 1 0 or equal to 56inches C escape hole cut


when stretched C to D
Greater than or


equal to 20 inches


Note This
whenstretohe This measurement


measurement must must be greater than
also be obtained with I or equal to 20inchesN the flap attached when stretched


Step 3


Step 3 ACCELERATOR FUNNELS


Measure the distance


along the leading
edge of the
overlapped portions


0 of the flap section


The overlap from
E to F must not If an optional accelerator funnel is used the


a exceed 15inches funnel must have a minimum straightline


10 when stretched stretched measurement as follows


All offshore waters and in inshore waters


of Georgia or South Carolina 71


Step 4 All inshore waters except GA SC 44


I 141111 k 1 Step 4
111111111111 111IIt11111111 al


41111L 11p i
Measure the distance


This document provides instructions for measuring the double


4 1 Flap Piece from the posterior cover escape opening for singegrid hard TEDs


edge of the TED All measurements are given in inches and apply to stretched
ii Flap may be frame to tht mesh The actual regulatory requirements are based on inches


attach along g
not mesh size These instructions summarize regulations at 50


A the entire length edge of the flap This CFR223207 a 7 ii C 223207 d 2 ii and 223207 dO O O O
measurement must 3 iii It is the responsibility of the owners and vessel operators
not exceed 24 inches using these instructions to insure that their TEDs meet all


when hanging regulatory requirements


i


Flap length may ksf National Marine Fisheries Service TED Technology Transfer Program
not exceed 2an


PO Box 1207 Pascagoula Mississippi 395681207 PH 228 7624591beyond posterior 1
edge of the grid


Y Y


AdrAIa1
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From Helen Golde


To Michael Barnette


Cc Kristv Lona Alexis Gutierrez David Bernhart David Cottinaham


Subject Revision to TED regs question from Sam Rauch
Date Wednesday January 05 201132111 PM


Hi Mike At the priorities of the week meeting today not long after
the call about TED enforcement Sam asked why are we looking at
revising TED regs and possibly making them more confusing if we dont
even have good compliance on the regs we have


Some explanation of how you all see these two issues fitting together
would be appreciated


Thanks Helen


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108







From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates considerations for the biological opinion
Date Wednesday January 05 201132112 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


From the report


There were numerous sources of variability and bias in the original
analysis and where possible the authors attempted to identify the
direction of these biases Please refer to the individual sections on


Sources of Error throughout the original report Epperly et al 2002 as
they are equally relevant to this updated analysis Foremost among the
sources of error are the problems encountered with the sightability of
Kemps ridley and green turtles during aerial surveys These problems
render any estimates of adjusted catch rates suspect Therefore
estimates of interactions and mortalities for these two species are
especially inaccurate and are not provided here consistent in how SERO
used the 2002 report in their last Biological Opinion Also due to
lack of CPUE for hawksbill turtles their bycatch could not be estimated
sightability of hawksbills suffers the same problems as Kemps ridleys
and green turtles mentioned above Due to these concerns regarding
variability and bias and the many sources of data with unquantified
variability the SEFSC was unable to estimate confidence intervals about
the estimates


Will call in a sec just finished up with Mitchell and need to forward
some material to him


Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Why are greens Kemps and Hawksbills NA Is more analysis in the
works Thanks A


Michael Barnette wrote


Looking at the past and most recent sea turtle bycatch estimates


2002 BIOLOGICAL OPINION


SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens 18757 514


Loggerheads 163160 3948
Kemps ridleys 155503 4208
Hawksbills NA 640


Leatherbacks 3090 80


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens NA NA
Loggerheads 61299 1451
Kemps ridleys NA NA
Hawksbills NA NA
Leatherbacks 1001 36


The most recent estimates like the 2002 ITS were based on 97
percent TED effectiveness rate This rate is based on a properly
installed and properly maintained TED ie even a perfect TED may
result in turtle capture Due to the recent evaluations of TED







compliance in the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic the 97 percent
exclusion rate ie perfect TEDs should be reconsidered for use
in calculating current capture and mortality estimates Significant
TED compliance issues have been documented in the shrimp fishery
which should be considered and incorporated when determining
capturemortality estimates for sea turtles
At this time I dont think its possible to quantify the effect of a
steep angle or insufficient escape opening on sea turtle escapement
although it is clear these issues would have a negative effect
Further captures due to steep angles are likely not documented as
for example a small turtle could become impinged on a steep TED grid
during the haul and expire but then possiblylikely fall out of the
escape opening during net haul back
I recommend we adjust the 3 percent capture rate based on complete
compliance to more accurately capture real world conditions as
documented in recent TED compliance evaluations In doing so
however the 2010 mortality estimates very quickly approach and
possibly exceed the 2002 ITS estimates For example reducing the
TED effectiveness rate by a modest 3 percent to 94 percent doubles
the sea turtle mortality rate in the shrimp fishery Ratcheting the
estimate down to a still likely conservative 90 percent effectiveness
more than triples the mortality estimates see below


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 6 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 2902
Leatherbacks 1001 72


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 10 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 4837
Leatherbacks 1001 120


It should also be pointed out that the December 22 2010 memo
estimates use recent fishery effort levels but still relies on CPUE
from Epperly et al 2002 This 2002 report utilizes data from the
1990s and does not take into consideration potential increased
abundance of sea turtles As a result this could potentially depress
the number of total estimated interactions and subsequently
depress the number of expected mortalities
Therefore the conclusion that the reduction of shrimp fishery effort
would result in take estimates under the 2002 ITS is potentially not
accurate


Something to mull over
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Chris Sasso Shervan EnnerIv


Subject Fwd December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates considerations for the biological opinion
Date Wednesday January 05 201132507 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FWIW I wanted to loop you in on some issues If you are interested I
can forward other related emails and the past reports from our domestic
TED inspections
Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates considerations


for the biological opinion
Date Wed 05 Jan 2011 132721 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To Jennifer Lee JenniferLee@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov John


Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov


Looking at the past and most recent sea turtle bycatch estimates


2002 BIOLOGICAL OPINION


SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens 18757 514


Loggerheads 163160 3948
Kemps ridleys 155503 4208
Hawksbills NA 640


Leatherbacks 3090 80


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens NA NA
Loggerheads 61299 1451
Kemps ridleys NA NA
Hawksbills NA NA
Leatherbacks 1001 36


The most recent estimates like the 2002 ITS were based on 97 percent
TED effectiveness rate This rate is based on a properly installed and
properly maintained TED ie even a perfect TED may result in turtle
capture Due to the recent evaluations of TED compliance in the Gulf of
Mexico and South Atlantic the 97 percent exclusion rate ie
perfect TEDs should be reconsidered for use in calculating current
capture and mortality estimates Significant TED compliance issues have
been documented in the shrimp fishery which should be considered and
incorporated when determining capturemortality estimates for sea turtles
At this time I dont think its possible to quantify the effect of a
steep angle or insufficient escape opening on sea turtle escapement
although it is clear these issues would have a negative effect Further
captures due to steep angles are likely not documented as for example
a small turtle could become impinged on a steep TED grid during the haul
and expire but then possiblylikely fall out of the escape opening







during net haul back
I recommend we adjust the 3 percent capture rate based on complete
compliance to more accurately capture real world conditions as
documented in recent TED compliance evaluations In doing so however
the 2010 mortality estimates very quickly approach and possibly exceed
the 2002 ITS estimates For example reducing the TED effectiveness rate
by a modest 3 percent to 94 percent doubles the sea turtle mortality
rate in the shrimp fishery Ratcheting the estimate down to a still
likely conservative 90 percent effectiveness more than triples the
mortality estimates see below


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 6 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 2902
Leatherbacks 1001 72


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 10 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 4837
Leatherbacks 1001 120


It should also be pointed out that the December 22 2010 memo estimates
use recent fishery effort levels but still relies on CPUE from Epperly
et al 2002 This 2002 report utilizes data from the 1990s and does
not take into consideration potential increased abundance of sea
turtles As a result this could potentially depress the number of total
estimated interactions and subsequently depress the number of
expected mortalities
Therefore the conclusion that the reduction of shrimp fishery effort
would result in take estimates under the 2002 ITS is potentially not
accurate


Something to mull over
Cheers
Mike
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Helen Golde


Cc Michael Barnette Kristv Lona David Bernhart David Cottinaham


Subject Re Revision to TED regs question from Sam Rauch
Date Wednesday January 05 201133020 PM


Seems like Sam needs a 101 on our TED regs Maybe this is something Roy
can do on his call on Friday too Cheers A


Helen Golde wrote


Hi Mike At the priorities of the week meeting today not long after
the call about TED enforcement Sam asked why are we looking at
revising TED regs and possibly making them more confusing if we
dont even have good compliance on the regs we have


Some explanation of how you all see these two issues fitting together
would be appreciated


Thanks Helen







From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez Helen Golde
Cc Kristv Lona David Bernhart David Cottinaham Rov Crabtree John Mitchell


Subject Re Revision to TED regs question from Sam Rauch
Date Wednesday January 05 201135342 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


The proposed TED revisions are simply to allow fishermen to use new
materials or designs several of which were originally
designedproposed by fishermen to improve shrimp retention andor
increase fuel efficiency These revisions are not new requirements but
alternatives to existing requirements Currently fishermen need to
request and receive an annual experimental TED permit to use these
materials and designs Codifying them they have already been
certified some for several years would eliminate this burden to the
fishermen as well as the agency IMHO we should not penalize those
fishermen who are proactive in trying to improve TED performance
So Sams question is not really a concern for this rule package but it
definitely is one in relation to a potential skimmer trawl TED
requirement the Atlantic Strategy rulemaking process or any additional
TED related requirements
Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Seems like Sam needs a 101 on our TED regs Maybe this is something
Roy can do on his call on Friday too Cheers A


Helen Golde wrote


Hi Mike At the priorities of the week meeting today not long after
the call about TED enforcement Sam asked why are we looking at
revising TED regs and possibly making them more confusing if we
dont even have good compliance on the regs we have


Some explanation of how you all see these two issues fitting together
would be appreciated


Thanks Helen
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From Michael Barnette


To Eric Hawk


Subject Fwd dates for Honduras
Date Wednesday January 05 201135754 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Amigo
Can we make a call to Rene to firm up dates for a Honduras trip As a
reward I would propose you do that trip
Mike


Original Message
Subject dates for Honduras


Date Wed 05 Jan 2011 155030 0500
From Menard Marlene M MenardMM @stategov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagovJack Forrester
Jack H Forrester@noaagov


Hi Mike


I would like to nail down the dates for Honduras Would you or would you
ask Eric to contact Rene to find out exactly when we need to be there
Im guessing two days of inspections If so which two days so that we
travel in day before


When we have the Honduras dates set we can start playing around with
dates for Brazil3 in February and start applying for those visas
pronto Brazil French Guiana and Suriname all require visas Guyana
does not If we run out of time to get all three before a Feb trip then
we can tack on the third country we need a visa for with Honduras in March


I would also like to hit Africa Nigeria and Madagascar in March and
need to start working on those dates too because we will need visas for
both of those countries


Thanks


Marlene


From Marlene Menard mailtomarlenemenardnamaccom
Sent Monday January 03 2011 705 PM
To Menard Marlene M
Subject Fwd call from Rene Betancourt last week re Honduras inspection


Begin forwarded message


From Jack ForresterJackHForresternoaagov
mailtoJackHForrester noaaaov


Date January 3 2011 105342 AM EST


To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov







Cc Eric G Hawk EricHawk@noaagov mailtoEricHawknanoaaaov
Marlene Menard marlenemenard@maccom mailtomarlenemenardCamaccom


Subject Re call from Rene Betancourt last week re Honduras
inspection


Just a heads up Sonia in EL Salvador the day before Christmas was fired
as fisheries head along with the chief inspector for some unknown reason
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Thanks for the info Eric


Cheers


Mike


Eric G Hawk wrote


Hi Mike I got a call from Rene Hereswhat he told me


Hes back working for the government again


All TED inspections were done before the 24th of 40 boats in
the fleet he personally saw 32 when they came to port Of the
remaining 8 boats 2 3 were still at sea and not seen but the
remainder were seen by other inspectors at the two other ports
He said about 95 looked good the biggest problem was low TED
angles He said that most of the captains now have anglemeters
and check their nets every couple of weeks Rene said he gave
these out personally He asked and I confirmed that our team
will be visiting around the first week of March


Eric
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From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc Jack Forrester


Subject Re dates for Honduras


Date Wednesday January 05 201135915 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Eric my translator is out sick today but will have him contact Rene ASAP


Menard Marlene M wrote


Hi Mike


I would like to nail down the dates for Honduras Would you or would
you ask Eric to contact Rene to find out exactly when we need to be
there Im guessing two days of inspections If so which two days so
that we travel in day before


When we have the Honduras dates set we can start playing around with
dates for Brazil3 in February and start applying for those visas
pronto Brazil French Guiana and Suriname all require visas Guyana
does not If we run out of time to get all three before a Feb trip
then we can tack on the third country we need a visa for with Honduras
in March


I would also like to hit Africa Nigeria and Madagascar in March and
need to start working on those dates too because we will need visas
for both of those countries


Thanks


Marlene


From Marlene Menard mailtomarlenemenardahmaccom
Sent Monday January 03 2011 705 PM
To Menard Marlene M
Subject Fwd call from Rene Betancourt last week re Honduras
inspection


Begin forwarded message


From Jack Forrester JackHForrester@noaagov
mailtoJackHForresternanoaaaov


Date January 3 2011 105342 AM EST


To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
mailtoMichaelBarnettennoaaaov


Cc Eric G Hawk EricHawk@noaagovmailtoEricHawknnoaaaov
Marlene Menard marlenemenard@maccommailtomarlenemenardnnnaccom


Subject Re call from Rene Betancourt last week re Honduras
inspection


Just a heads up Sonia in EL Salvador the day before Christmas was







fired as fisheries head along with the chief inspector for some
unknown reason


Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Thanks for the info Eric


Cheers


Mike


Eric G Hawk wrote


Hi Mike I got a call from Rene Heres what he told me


Hes back working for the government again


All TED inspections were done before the 24th of 40 boats in
the fleet he personally saw 32 when they came to port Of the
remaining 8 boats 2 3 were still at sea and not seen but the
remainder were seen by other inspectors at the two other
ports He said about 95 looked good the biggest problem
was low TED angles He said that most of the captains now have
anglemeters and check their nets every couple of weeks Rene
said he gave these out personally He asked and I confirmed
that our team will be visiting around the first week of March


Eric
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert D Stevens


Subject Re Fwd Re gerald pack
Date Wednesday January 05 201141828 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I wish I had some words of encouragement amigo


Robert D Stevens wrote


I talked to Mr Gerald this morning and he stated that it would be
better to do


something the first week in February Keep me up on the enforcement
BS I need
some words of encouragement on that issue I will set this up for the
first or second


week in Feb The fishermen are doing pretty good on the shrimp right
now in that area


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Dale


Sorry I have been dealing with all this other enforcement BS and
foreign stuff that I forgot to send this contact info
Let me know if you are able to set something up Looks like I will
be in Central America January 16 26


Original Message
Subject Re gerald pack
Date Thu 09 Dec 2010 112310 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOM


To Michelle Tuttle michelle@safeharborseafoodnet
CC Robert D Stevens RobertDStevens@noaagov
References 000901cb9626 1bcf86a04600a8c0@sharborlocal


Hi Michelle


Thanks for the email contact I have attached the two turtle


excluder device TED checklists that we discussed with Mr Pack I
believe Dale Stevens cced will be contacting Mr Pack in the near
future about scheduling a January TED workshop for area shrimpers
If I can be of assistance on any TED related issue please dont
hesitate to contact me


Cheers
Mike


Michelle Tuttle wrote


Mr Barnette


This email is for information







Michelle Tuttle


Miss Becky Seafood Inc


4371 Ocean Street


Atlantic Beach FL 32233


PH 9042470255


Fax 9042491025
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From Shervan Eooerly


To Michael Barnette


Cc Chris Sasso Lesley Stokes


Subject Re Fwd December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates considerations for the biological opinion
Date Thursday January 06 201171840 AM


Mike we dont have access to enforcement information and only can
assume that compliance is high and that the TEDs are functioning
properly If SERO has relevant information for each of the strata in
our analysis region zone season species depth you can manipulate
the spreadsheet that we sent to modify the 3 value we used to estimate
captures from the number of interactions The interactions estiamtes
are based on naked net CPUE data from the late 1990s foundation study
and on effort reported in 2009


You are correct that the catch rate data have not changed since the last
analysis The observer data collected to date on the mandatory observer
trips are insufficient to estimate species CPUE catch only not
interactions by the sampling strata year subarea season depth


On 1511 325 PM Michael Barnette wrote
FWIW I wanted to loop you in on some issues If you are interested
I can forward other related emails and the past reports from our
domestic TED inspections
Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates
considerations for the biological opinion
Date Wed 05 Jan 2011 132721 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To Jennifer Lee JenniferLee@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffmannoaagovDennis Klemm DennisKlemmnoaagovJohn
Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov Eric HawkEricHawknoaagov


Looking at the past and most recent sea turtle bycatch estimates


2002 BIOLOGICAL OPINION


SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens 18757 514


Loggerheads 163160 3948
Kemps ridleys 155503 4208
Hawksbills NA 640


Leatherbacks 3090 80


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens NA NA
Loggerheads 61299 1451
Kemps ridleys NA NA
Hawksbills NA NA
Leatherbacks 1001 36







The most recent estimates like the 2002 ITS were based on 97 percent
TED effectiveness rate This rate is based on a properly installed and
properly maintained TED ie even a perfect TED may result in
turtle capture Due to the recent evaluations of TED compliance in
the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic the 97 percent exclusion rate
ie perfect TEDs should be reconsidered for use in calculating
current capture and mortality estimates Significant TED compliance
issues have been documented in the shrimp fishery which should be
considered and incorporated when determining capturemortality
estimates for sea turtles


At this time I dont think its possible to quantify the effect of a
steep angle or insufficient escape opening on sea turtle escapement
although it is clear these issues would have a negative effect
Further captures due to steep angles are likely not documented as
for example a small turtle could become impinged on a steep TED grid
during the haul and expire but then possiblylikely fall out of the
escape opening during net haul back
I recommend we adjust the 3 percent capture rate based on complete
compliance to more accurately capture real world conditions as
documented in recent TED compliance evaluations In doing so however
the 2010 mortality estimates very quickly approach and possibly
exceed the 2002 ITS estimates For example reducing the TED
effectiveness rate by a modest 3 percent to 94 percent doubles the sea
turtle mortality rate in the shrimp fishery Ratcheting the estimate
down to a still likely conservative 90 percent effectiveness more than
triples the mortality estimates see below


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 6 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 2902
Leatherbacks 1001 72


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 10 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 4837
Leatherbacks 1001 120


It should also be pointed out that the December 22 2010 memo
estimates use recent fishery effort levels but still relies on CPUE
from Epperly et al 2002 This 2002 report utilizes data from the
1990s and does not take into consideration potential increased
abundance of sea turtles As a result this could potentially depress
the number of total estimated interactions and subsequently depress
the number of expected mortalities
Therefore the conclusion that the reduction of shrimp fishery effort
would result in take estimates under the 2002 ITS is potentially not
accurate


Something to mull over
Cheers
Mike







From Michael Barnette


To Shervan Eooerly


Cc Chris Sasso Lesley Stokes


Subject Re Fwd December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates considerations for the biological opinion
Date Thursday January 06 201192633 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


We made that same assumption a couple of years ago when the Mexico
decertification went down But during that exercise we realized things
were amiss We could not get copies of TED inspection reports or any
information to reveal compliance levels within the domestic fishery As
a result over the past year we have been conducting our own compliance
evaluations via courtesy inspections The findings have been very
sobering and indicate significant compliance issues within the domestic
fleet some places are worse than others We have produced reports and
tried to elevate this issue with OLE and subsequently with NOAA
leadership We have been told by OLE that they do not have the
resources to address the TED issues Its not a good situation As a
result I am wagering that the Atlantic Strategy process will grind to a
halt Like I said not a good situation
Anyway just wanted to loop you guys in on these issues and give you a
headsup on some discussions going on here
Cheers
Mike


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Mike we dont have access to enforcement information and only can
assume that compliance is high and that the TEDs are functioning
properly If SERO has relevant information for each of the strata in
our analysis region zone season species depth you can
manipulate the spreadsheet that we sent to modify the 3 value we used
to estimate captures from the number of interactions The
interactions estiamtes are based on naked net CPUE data from the late


1990s foundation study and on effort reported in 2009


You are correct that the catch rate data have not changed since the
last analysis The observer data collected to date on the mandatory
observer trips are insufficient to estimate species CPUE catch only
not interactions by the sampling strata year subarea season depth


On 1511 325 PM Michael Barnette wrote
FWIW I wanted to loop you in on some issues If you are
interested I can forward other related emails and the past reports
from our domestic TED inspections
Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates
considerations for the biological opinion
Date Wed 05 Jan 2011 132721 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To Jennifer Lee JenniferLeenoaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhartnoaagovRobert Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov John


Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov







Looking at the past and most recent sea turtle bycatch estimates


2002 BIOLOGICAL OPINION


SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens 18757 514


Loggerheads 163160 3948
Kemps ridleys 155503 4208
Hawksbills NA 640


Leatherbacks 3090 80


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens NA NA
Loggerheads 61299 1451
Kemps ridleys NA NA
Hawksbills NA NA
Leatherbacks 1001 36


The most recent estimates like the 2002 ITS were based on 97
percent TED effectiveness rate This rate is based on a properly
installed and properly maintained TED ie even a perfect TED may
result in turtle capture Due to the recent evaluations of TED
compliance in the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic the 97 percent
exclusion rate ie perfect TEDs should be reconsidered for use
in calculating current capture and mortality estimates Significant
TED compliance issues have been documented in the shrimp fishery
which should be considered and incorporated when determining
capturemortality estimates for sea turtles
At this time I dont think its possible to quantify the effect of a
steep angle or insufficient escape opening on sea turtle escapement
although it is clear these issues would have a negative effect
Further captures due to steep angles are likely not documented as
for example a small turtle could become impinged on a steep TED grid
during the haul and expire but then possiblylikely fall out of the
escape opening during net haul back
I recommend we adjust the 3 percent capture rate based on complete
compliance to more accurately capture real world conditions as
documented in recent TED compliance evaluations In doing so
however the 2010 mortality estimates very quickly approach and
possibly exceed the 2002 ITS estimates For example reducing the
TED effectiveness rate by a modest 3 percent to 94 percent doubles
the sea turtle mortality rate in the shrimp fishery Ratcheting the
estimate down to a still likely conservative 90 percent effectiveness
more than triples the mortality estimates see below


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 6 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 2902
Leatherbacks 1001 72


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 10 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 4837
Leatherbacks 1001 120


It should also be pointed out that the December 22 2010 memo
estimates use recent fishery effort levels but still relies on CPUE







from Epperly et al 2002 This 2002 report utilizes data from the
1990s and does not take into consideration potential increased
abundance of sea turtles As a result this could potentially depress
the number of total estimated interactions and subsequently
depress the number of expected mortalities
Therefore the conclusion that the reduction of shrimp fishery effort
would result in take estimates under the 2002 ITS is potentially not
accurate


Something to mull over
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Subject Fwd RE El Salvador
Date Thursday January 06 201192723 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FYI on Marlenes request


Original Message
Subject RE El Salvador


Date Thu 06 Jan 2011 084524 0500
From Menard Marlene M MenardMM @stategov
To JackHForrester@noaagov Michael Barnette
MichaelBarnette@noaagov
References


394603B204A5F343BC98057FCEDC630201BDABB2@ MSWASHDCEVS13washdcstatesbu
f8baaf1d1dc6cf39 4d24b2c4@noaagov


Jack
Do you have a trip report on that training sessions If not please send me specific details on the
training two months ago so that I can request more specific information re what Sonia
requestedmeant Dates number of attendees type of attendees shrimpers inspectors net men
etc Who from the government participated Topics covered Training materials provided


JackMike
Where can I get information on numbers of and dates TEDs donatedgiven to certified countries First
priority is numberdates of TEDs donated to El Salvador


Thanks
Marlene


Original Message
From JackHForrester@noaagovmailtoJackHForresterdnoaaaov
Sent Wednesday January 05 2011 705 PM
To Menard Marlene M
Cc Michael Barnette


Subject Re El Salvador


I dont see the need for training or materials in El Salvador we just done one two months ago every
thing should be good to go as for time there to inspect two days should be good
Jack


Original Message
From Menard Marlene M MenardMM@stategov
Date Wednesday January 5 2011 927 am
Subject El Salvador
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov JackHForrester@noaagov


MikeJack


Would you send me details on numberdates TEDs previously donated to
El Salvador Also inquiry re copies of training manuals What
might Sonia have been referring to re training manuals that we can provide







Thanks


Marlene


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Wednesday January 05 2011 1017 AM
To Salverson Brian J
Cc Yerkin Michelle M Escalante Edgar E
Subject RE workshopstraining during proposed TEDs certification visits


Hi Brian


Based on the nature of her response re training Im wondering if she
was referring to a training workshope for fishermen rather than for
inspectors especially since she asked about the availability of
training materials


I will get info on the number of TEDs already donated to El Salvador
I doubt that we will have TEDs to donate but I will ask NOAA


Thanks


Marlene


From Salverson Brian J
Sent Wednesday January 05 2011 1014 AM
To Menard Marlene M
Cc Yerkin Michelle M Escalante Edgar E
Subject RE workshopstraining during proposed TEDs certification visits


Yes we will inquire again with the new CENDEPESCA authorities The
response we received from Sonia shortly before she was fired was
that January isnt the best time for training since they are at the
peak of shrimp season However she inquired if a donation of TEDs
de Barra Plana and other training materials could be made available
She also explained that having NOM perform certifications now would
not be an issue


We will see if we get the same response


Thanks Brian







This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Wednesday January 05 2011 909 AM
To Salverson Brian J
Cc Yerkin Michelle M Escalante Edgar E
Subject RE workshopstraining during proposed TEDs certification visits


Hi Brian


I am looking at flightstravel times right now as I write this email
to see what makes the most sense with the original timeframe Jacks
country clearance request was premature as I havent heard back from
everyone yet re requests for a training workshop which could tack on
an additional day for each location


If this helps what I am looking at right now to give you a better
idea of possible dates is Nicaragua and Guatemala the week of January
17 and then Panama and El Salvador the week of January 24


Would you inquire as to whether they are interested in a training
workshop for inspectors We prefer to conduct the workshop jointly
with their own trainer but that might have been the chief inspector
who Jack heard was also terminated


Thanks


Marlene


From Salverson Brian J
Sent Wednesday January 05 2011 1003 AM
To Menard Marlene M
Cc Yerkin Michelle M Escalante Edgar E
Subject RE workshopstraining during proposed TEDs certification visits


Hi Marlene


Can you please confirm the dates of this visit for us We received a
country clearance request from Jack Forrester on 1228 for January 20


22 Yes it appears that Sonia was fired from CENDEPESCA We are
investigating what happened and who will be our new contacts It will







be important to give CENDEPESCA as much notice as possible for this
upcoming visit now that our regular contacts are gone


Thanks Brian


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Tuesday January 04 2011 445 PM
To Yerkin Michelle M Salverson Brian J Escalante Edgar E
Subject RE workshopstraining during proposed TEDs certification visits


Hi all


Sorry for the delay in responding I am just returning back to work
from the holidays


Im guessing the question if it would be possible to have NOAA
certify shrimp boats in the use of TEDs since that can be done while
shrimping refers to the certification review part of this visit
Certification review is the primary reason of our visit The training
offer was made to make the visit as productive as possible and send
the message that we want to be their partners in the continued
buildingimprovement if necessary of their current TEDs program


Jack Forrester at NOAA advised me yesterday that Sonia and their chief
inspector were fired the day before Christmas for unknown reasons and
that there are rumors that these terminations were retaliation for


imposing fines on some shrimpers for TEDs violations I would be
interested in knowing if the terminations are linked to TEDs
enforcement If so this will impact certification review


What we are looking at right now schedule wise is traveling to El
Salvador the latter part of the week of Jan 24 Would that work


Many thanks


Marlene







From Yerkin Michelle M
Sent Wednesday December 22 2010 939 AM
To Menard Marlene M
Subject FW workshopstraining during proposed TEDs certification visits
Importance High


Dear Ms Menard


The head of CENDEPESCA advised us that now is not a good time for the
workshops because they are in peak season for shrimping However she
would like to know if they could instead have a donation of TEDs de
Barra Plana and some additional copies of the training manuals She
also asked if it would be possible to have NOAA certify shrimp boats
in the use of TEDs since that can be done while shrimping


Please let me know if you need more information Im covering for
Brian Salverson our ESTH officer who is out on leave


Thank you


Michelle


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Escalante Edgar E
Sent Tuesday December 21 2010 810 AM
To Yerkin Michelle M
Subject FW workshopstraining during proposed TEDs certification visits
Importance High


Michelle good morning I spoke with Sonia about this and her answer was


When they conduct these type of trainings they need to stop the entire
fleet and now its not a good time for that Also she believes that
the industry knows the procedures and techniques and would rather have







a donation of TEDs de Barra Plana and if they can bring additional
copies of the manuals


CENDEPESCA is also interested in certifying the shrimp boats in the
good use of TEDs and would like to know if during this visit NOAA
could do it as a sign of positive reinforcement


Could you please pass the message to Marlene Menard


Thanks


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Salverson Brian J
Sent Friday December 17 2010 100 PM
To Escalante Edgar E
Subject FW workshopstraining during proposed TEDs certification visits
Importance High


Edgar


Can you give Sonia Salverria a call and discuss the training offer
proposed below


Thanks Brian


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Friday December 17 2010 1248 PM
To Salverson Brian J Muntean William G Panama Hough Shane
Krzywda David A Managua
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForresternoaagov Plowman Jonathan
A Ferguson Mitchell L Preston Jean Krzywda David A Managua







Carrasco Carmen C Panama Preston Jean Ballard John A Shepherd
Levi W Managua Lersten Thomas E Managua Murray Maureen D Managua
Subject workshopstraining during proposed TEDs certification visits
Importance High


Dear all


Panama reports that their fisheries people are interested in training
I would like to build a trainingworkshop component into each visit


to help make these rips as productive as possible The message that I
would like to send to foreign fisheries officials is that OMC and NOAA
are their partners in the continuing developmentimprovement where
necessary of their TED programs That this visit is not an
inspection or policing but rather should be seen as a joint review of
current status weaknessesstrengths and enforcement challenges My
goal is to help them do what it takes to have a solid program


That said please advise your contacts that during our visit we
would like to conduct trainingworkshops for inspectors and the trade
This gives them an opportunity to review requirements and serve as
initial training for new inspectors It gives us an opportunity to
share developments and enforcement tips from what we have seen in the
US and in other countries


Jack proposes a full day workshoptraining first half of the day
would be classroom setting he has a powerpoint presentation in both
English and Spanish Second half of the day would be at the port with
handson training doing TED inspections shrimp boats We can do one
day for inspectors and a separate day for the trade
shrimpersfishermennet makers We can do something separate for
net makers if there is interest


Please strongly encourage your contacts to take advantage of this
offer If the fishery agency is interested they would need to
organize attendees and location for both sessions location for
classroom training to have AV capability to project the powerpoint on
Jacks laptop onto a screenwall and also organize the port visit
with at least one volunteer shrimp boat at the port for the hands on
training


It would be great to receive feedback from the fisheries agencies on
what they would like to get out of the workshoptraining any specific
items they would like us to cover and any other ideas on how we can
support their program If they have a large number of people
interested in attending and would like more than 1 or 2 days please
let me know that too







Jack was in El Salvador in October 2010 and conducted workshops then
but we are happy to do more in El Salvador during this visit if they
would like


Many thanks


Marlene


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Wednesday December 15 2010 423 PM
To Krzywda David A Managua Plowman Jonathan A Ferguson
Mitchell L Preston Jean
Cc Michael Barnette JackHForresternoaagov
Subject Proposed TEDs certification visit
Importance High


Hi all


I found your names on the key officers lists for your respective
embassy I am the new Foreign TEDs Program Officer in the Office of
Marine Conservation and would like to schedule a TEDs certification


visit to Nicaragua Panama El Salvador and Guatemala during the
timeframe of January 16 Feb 5 The visitor group would be me and two
technical experts from NOAA As you know your host countries may
only export wildcaught shrimp to the US if they are certified as
having a TED turtle exclusion device program comparable to the US
This certification is made annually to Congress in April The purpose
of this visit is to review your host countrysTED program in
preparation for the certification to be made to Congress in April
2011 We would accompany inspectors on inspections to verify
knowledgecapacity I would also like to meet with the appropriate
fisheries officialsto reviewdiscuss enforcement activitiesissues
since my offices last visit I can work on specific dateslocations
once you and your host government fisheries officials confirm that a
visit during that time period would work


I assume that some officials have already departed for the holidays
but hope that you will be able to reach someone with authority to
confirm a visit before COB Friday so that we can start nailing dates
down for each country and make travel plans eCC info states that
dipofficial visas are not needed for official travel to your host
country Please advise if you know this not to be correct


Last TED certification visits







Nicaragua Aug 2008 8 days this included a workshop


Panama Dec 2008 6 days


El Salvador Feb 2009 4 days


Guatemala Oct 2008 2 days


The length of this visit will not necessarily be the same as the last
visit but I wanted to present that information so that you have an
idea of what we did last time


It will not be necessary that an embassy officialemployee accompany
us during the course of the visit but I would encourage participation
during all or part if someone is available It would be especially
beneficial for institutional memory if an ESTH LES would be permitted
to join us


Please let me know if you would like more information prior to
reaching out to your contacts


Many thanks


Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827
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From Michael Barnette


To Shervan Eooerly


Cc Chris Sasso Lesley Stokes


Subject Re Fwd December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates considerations for the biological opinion
Date Thursday January 06 201195321 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


They are internal NOAA but the issue will be discussed at length in
the opinion


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Thanks Mike Are those reports public and will they be acknowledged
in the new BiOp


On 1611 926 AM Michael Barnette wrote
We made that same assumption a couple of years ago when the Mexico
decertification went down But during that exercise we realized
things were amiss We could not get copies of TED inspection reports
or any information to reveal compliance levels within the domestic
fishery As a result over the past year we have been conducting our
own compliance evaluations via courtesy inspections The findings
have been very sobering and indicate significant compliance issues
within the domestic fleet some places are worse than others We
have produced reports and tried to elevate this issue with OLE and
subsequently with NOAA leadership We have been told by OLE that
they do not have the resources to address the TED issues Its not a
good situation As a result I am wagering that the Atlantic
Strategy process will grind to a halt Like I said not a good
situation


Anyway just wanted to loop you guys in on these issues and give you
a headsup on some discussions going on here
Cheers
Mike


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Mike we dont have access to enforcement information and only can
assume that compliance is high and that the TEDs are functioning
properly If SERO has relevant information for each of the strata
in our analysis region zone season species depth you can
manipulate the spreadsheet that we sent to modify the 3 value we
used to estimate captures from the number of interactions The
interactions estiamtes are based on naked net CPUE data from the


late 1990s foundation study and on effort reported in 2009


You are correct that the catch rate data have not changed since the
last analysis The observer data collected to date on the mandatory
observer trips are insufficient to estimate species CPUE catch
only not interactions by the sampling strata year subarea
season depth


On 1511 325 PM Michael Barnette wrote
FWIW I wanted to loop you in on some issues If you are
interested I can forward other related emails and the past reports
from our domestic TED inspections
Cheers
Mike







Original Message
Subject December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates
considerations for the biological opinion
Date Wed 05 Jan 2011 132721 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To Jennifer Lee JenniferLee@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffmannoaagovDennis Klemm DennisKlemmnoaagov
John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov


Looking at the past and most recent sea turtle bycatch estimates


2002 BIOLOGICAL OPINION


SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens 18757 514


Loggerheads 163160 3948
Kemps ridleys 155503 4208
Hawksbills NA 640


Leatherbacks 3090 80


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens NA NA
Loggerheads 61299 1451
Kemps ridleys NA NA
Hawksbills NA NA
Leatherbacks 1001 36


The most recent estimates like the 2002 ITS were based on 97
percent TED effectiveness rate This rate is based on a properly
installed and properly maintained TED ie even a perfect TED
may result in turtle capture Due to the recent evaluations of TED
compliance in the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic the 97 percent
exclusion rate ie perfect TEDs should be reconsidered for
use in calculating current capture and mortality estimates
Significant TED compliance issues have been documented in the
shrimp fishery which should be considered and incorporated when
determining capturemortality estimates for sea turtles
At this time I dont think its possible to quantify the effect of
a steep angle or insufficient escape opening on sea turtle
escapement although it is clear these issues would have a negative
effect Further captures due to steep angles are likely not
documented as for example a small turtle could become impinged
on a steep TED grid during the haul and expire but then
possiblylikely fall out of the escape opening during net haul back
I recommend we adjust the 3 percent capture rate based on complete
compliance to more accurately capture real world conditions as
documented in recent TED compliance evaluations In doing so
however the 2010 mortality estimates very quickly approach and
possibly exceed the 2002 ITS estimates For example reducing the
TED effectiveness rate by a modest 3 percent to 94 percent doubles
the sea turtle mortality rate in the shrimp fishery Ratcheting the
estimate down to a still likely conservative 90 percent
effectiveness more than triples the mortality estimates see below


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 6 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES







Loggerheads 61299 2902
Leatherbacks 1001 72


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 10 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 4837
Leatherbacks 1001 120


It should also be pointed out that the December 22 2010 memo
estimates use recent fishery effort levels but still relies on
CPUE from Epperly et al 2002 This 2002 report utilizes data
from the 1990s and does not take into consideration potential
increased abundance of sea turtles As a result this could
potentially depress the number of total estimated interactions
and subsequently depress the number of expected mortalities
Therefore the conclusion that the reduction of shrimp fishery
effort would result in take estimates under the 2002 ITS is


potentially not accurate
Something to mull over
Cheers
Mike
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From Helen Golde


To Michael Barnette


Cc Alexis Gutierrez Kristv Lona David Bernhart David Cottinaham Rov Crabtree John Mitchell


Subject Re Revision to TED regs question from Sam Rauch
Date Thursday January 06 2011 114003 AM


Thanks Mike I will pass that on and think it should alleviate Sams
concern


Michael Barnette wrote


The proposed TED revisions are simply to allow fishermen to use new
materials or designs several of which were originally
designedproposed by fishermen to improve shrimp retention andor
increase fuel efficiency These revisions are not new requirements
but alternatives to existing requirements Currently fishermen need
to request and receive an annual experimental TED permit to use these
materials and designs Codifying them they have already been
certified some for several years would eliminate this burden to the
fishermen as well as the agency IMHO we should not penalize those
fishermen who are proactive in trying to improve TED performance
So Sams question is not really a concern for this rule package but
it definitely is one in relation to a potential skimmer trawl TED
requirement the Atlantic Strategy rulemaking process or any
additional TED related requirements
Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Seems like Sam needs a 101 on our TED regs Maybe this is something
Roy can do on his call on Friday too Cheers A


Helen Golde wrote


Hi Mike At the priorities of the week meeting today not long
after the call about TED enforcement Sam asked why are we looking
at revising TED regs and possibly making them more confusing if we
dont even have good compliance on the regs we have


Some explanation of how you all see these two issues fitting
together would be appreciated


Thanks Helen


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108







From Michael Barnette


To Eric G Hawk


Cc Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd dates for Honduras
Date Thursday January 06 2011 11801 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Sorry to hear I guess Bob or I can do it I still have not made it to
Roatan Will get you on some other gig Can you still call Rene to
see if we can coordinate an inspection visit and when we should plan it
to capture the vessels as they come back to port at the end of the
season with nets still rigged etc
Thanks


Mike


Eric G Hawk wrote


Would love to do that trip but turns out the first week of March is
bad for me my mom will be visiting me from Feb 22 to Mar 9 I could
leave on March 9 maybe the 8th but no earlier


Michael Barnette wrote


Amigo
Can we make a call to Rene to firm up dates for a Honduras trip As a
reward I would propose you do that trip
Mike


Original Message
Subject dates for Honduras


Date Wed 05 Jan 2011 155030 0500
From Menard Marlene M MenardMMstategov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Jack Forrester


JackHForresternoaagov


Hi Mike


I would like to nail down the dates for Honduras Would you or would
you ask Eric to contact Rene to find out exactly when we need to be
there Im guessing two days of inspections If so which two days so
that we travel in day before


When we have the Honduras dates set we can start playing around with
dates for Brazil3 in February and start applying for those visas
pronto Brazil French Guiana and Suriname all require visas Guyana
does not If we run out of time to get all three before a Feb trip
then we can tack on the third country we need a visa for with
Honduras in March


I would also like to hit Africa Nigeria and Madagascar in March
and need to start working on those dates too because we will need
visas for both of those countries


Thanks


Marlene







From Marlene Menard fmailtomarlenemenardnamaccom
Sent Monday January 03 2011 705 PM
To Menard Marlene M
Subject Fwd call from Rene Betancourt last week re Honduras
inspection


Begin forwarded message


From Jack Forrester JackHForrester@noaagov
mailtoJackHForresternanoaaaov


Date January 3 2011 105342 AM EST


To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov


Cc Eric G Hawk EricHawk@noaagov
mailtoEricHawknanoaaaov Marlene Menard marlenemenard@maccom
mailtomarlenemenardnamaccom


Subject Re call from Rene Betancourt last week re Honduras
inspection


Just a heads up Sonia in EL Salvador the day before Christmas was
fired as fisheries head along with the chief inspector for some
unknown reason


Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Thanks for the info Eric


Cheers


Mike


Eric G Hawk wrote


Hi Mike I got a call from Rene Heres what he told me


Hes back working for the government again


All TED inspections were done before the 24th of 40 boats in
the fleet he personally saw 32 when they came to port Of the
remaining 8 boats 2 3 were still at sea and not seen but the
remainder were seen by other inspectors at the two other ports
He said about 95 looked good the biggest problem was low TED
angles He said that most of the captains now have anglemeters
and check their nets every couple of weeks Rene said he gave
these out personally He asked and I confirmed that our team
will be visiting around the first week of March


Eric
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From Michael Barnette


To Eric G Hawk


Subject Re Fwd dates for Honduras
Date Thursday January 06 2011 14521 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


si


Eric G Hawk wrote


we can call him this afternoon say 4 pm


Michael Barnette wrote


Sorry to hear I guess Bob or I can do it I still have not made it
to Roatan Will get you on some other gig Can you still call Rene
to see if we can coordinate an inspection visit and when we should
plan it to capture the vessels as they come back to port at the end
of the season with nets still rigged etc
Thanks


Mike


Eric G Hawk wrote


Would love to do that trip but turns out the first week of March is
bad for me my mom will be visiting me from Feb 22 to Mar 9 I
could leave on March 9 maybe the 8th but no earlier


Michael Barnette wrote


Amigo
Can we make a call to Rene to firm up dates for a Honduras trip As
a reward I would propose you do that trip
Mike


Original Message
Subject dates for Honduras


Date Wed 05 Jan 2011 155030 0500
From Menard Marlene M MenardMMstategov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagov Jack


Forrester JackHForresternoaagov


Hi Mike


I would like to nail down the dates for Honduras Would you or
would you ask Eric to contact Rene to find out exactly when we need
to be there Im guessing two days of inspections If so which two
days so that we travel in day before


When we have the Honduras dates set we can start playing around
with dates for Brazil3 in February and start applying for those
visas pronto Brazil French Guiana and Suriname all require
visas Guyana does not If we run out of time to get all three
before a Feb trip then we can tack on the third country we need a
visa for with Honduras in March


I would also like to hit Africa Nigeria and Madagascar in March
and need to start working on those dates too because we will need
visas for both of those countries







Thanks


Marlene


From Marlene Menard mailtomarlenemenardnamaccom
Sent Monday January 03 2011 705 PM
To Menard Marlene M
Subject Fwd call from Rene Betancourt last week re Honduras
inspection


Begin forwarded message


From Jack Forrester JackHForrester@noaagov
mailtoJackHForresternanoaaaov


Date January 3 2011 105342 AM EST


To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov


Cc Eric G Hawk EricHawk@noaagov
mailtoEricHawknanoaaaov Marlene Menard marlenemenard@maccom
mailtomarlenemenardmaccom


Subject Re call from Rene Betancourt last week re Honduras
inspection


Just a heads up Sonia in EL Salvador the day before Christmas was
fired as fisheries head along with the chief inspector for some
unknown reason


Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Thanks for the info Eric


Cheers


Mike


Eric G Hawk wrote


Hi Mike I got a call from Rene Heres what he told me


Hes back working for the government again


All TED inspections were done before the 24th of 40 boats in
the fleet he personally saw 32 when they came to port Of the
remaining 8 boats 2 3 were still at sea and not seen but the
remainder were seen by other inspectors at the two other ports
He said about 95 looked good the biggest problem was low


TED


angles He said that most of the captains now have anglemeters
and check their nets every couple of weeks Rene said he gave
these out personally He asked and I confirmed that our team
will be visiting around the first week of March







Eric
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert Hoffman


Cc Eric G Hawk


Subject Re Fwd dates for Honduras
Date Thursday January 06 201120841 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Im sure you would


Robert Hoffman wrote


Ill be more than happy to do it


Michael Barnette wrote


Sorry to hear I guess Bob or I can do it I still have not made it
to Roatan Will get you on some other gig Can you still call Rene
to see if we can coordinate an inspection visit and when we should
plan it to capture the vessels as they come back to port at the end
of the season with nets still rigged etc
Thanks


Mike


Eric G Hawk wrote


Would love to do that trip but turns out the first week of March is
bad for me my mom will be visiting me from Feb 22 to Mar 9 I
could leave on March 9 maybe the 8th but no earlier


Michael Barnette wrote


Amigo
Can we make a call to Rene to firm up dates for a Honduras trip As
a reward I would propose you do that trip
Mike


Original Message
Subject dates for Honduras


Date Wed 05 Jan 2011 155030 0500
From Menard Marlene M MenardMMstategov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagov Jack


Forrester JackHForresternoaagov


Hi Mike


I would like to nail down the dates for Honduras Would you or
would you ask Eric to contact Rene to find out exactly when we need
to be there Im guessing two days of inspections If so which two
days so that we travel in day before


When we have the Honduras dates set we can start playing around
with dates for Brazil3 in February and start applying for those
visas pronto Brazil French Guiana and Suriname all require
visas Guyana does not If we run out of time to get all three
before a Feb trip then we can tack on the third country we need a
visa for with Honduras in March


I would also like to hit Africa Nigeria and Madagascar in March







and need to start working on those dates too because we will need
visas for both of those countries


Thanks


Marlene


From Marlene Menard mailto marlenemenardnamaccom
Sent Monday January 03 2011 705 PM
To Menard Marlene M
Subject Fwd call from Rene Betancourt last week re Honduras
inspection


Begin forwarded message


From Jack Forrester JackHForrester@noaagov
mailtoJackHForresternanoaagov


Date January 3 2011 105342 AM EST


To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov


Cc Eric G Hawk EricHawk@noaagov
mailtoEricHawknanoaaaov Marlene Menard marlenemenard@maccom
mailtomarlenemenardnamaccom


Subject Re call from Rene Betancourt last week re Honduras
inspection


Just a heads up Sonia in EL Salvador the day before Christmas was
fired as fisheries head along with the chief inspector for some
unknown reason


Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Thanks for the info Eric


Cheers


Mike


Eric G Hawk wrote


Hi Mike I got a call from Rene Heres what he told me


Hes back working for the government again


All TED inspections were done before the 24th of 40 boats in
the fleet he personally saw 32 when they came to port Of the
remaining 8 boats 2 3 were still at sea and not seen but the
remainder were seen by other inspectors at the two other ports
He said about 95 looked good the biggest problem was low


TED


angles He said that most of the captains now have anglemeters
and check their nets every couple of weeks Rene said he gave
these out personally He asked and I confirmed that our team







will be visiting around the first week of March


Eric
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To John Mitchell Michael Barnette


Subject Follow up from this weeks conversations on TEDs Enforcement
Date Friday January 07 201151233 PM


Hi Guys
I spoke with several folks here following Wednesdaysconversations


John once you write up a new version of the what is possible for
enforcementcompliance now we will sit down with Jim and Helen and then
potentially go talk to John Oliver about resources This will be
interesting how this plays at Leadership next week Cheers A







From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc Jack H Forrester


Subject Re FW Outstanding Issues
Date Tuesday January 11 2011 101158 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Are we doing the training at the port If so perhaps we should do the
inspections and training the same day The port is a 15 2 hours from


GC If we are starting inspections at 9 AM we will be done by noon
There are not that many boats and it should not take too long to bang
them all out We could then do lunch and then an afternoon training
session


Guatemala has never in my 6 years at least had an active atsea
component because of funding Nothing new there


Menard Marlene M wrote


JackMike


See below


Jack


Are you planning to bring the video from the FL testing that shows the
TED working with the test sea turtle


Thanks


Marlene


From Hough Shane
Sent Tuesday January 11 2011 858 AM
To Menard Marlene M
Subject Outstanding Issues


Marlene we can definitely call the Intercon and make your
reservations Please reconfirm the following info for me


3 rooms for checkin on 117 and checking out the morning of 120
Reservations under your names just to doublecheck if Im got them
right Marlene Menard Jack Forrester and Michael Barnette


Also a small readout on our meeting yesterday with our fisheries
folks here are two points that you might find useful


Because of budget cuts in 2010 theyve only been doing dockside
inspections no at sea inspections It costs them roughly 800 per
trip to go out and theres been no budget


The full time coordinator left in the summer of 2010 and was


replaced by an interim coordinator who left just last week and has
been replaced by yet another interim coordinator


They do have specific cases of enforcement action for 2010 mostly
revocation of fishing licenses so that while theyre not atsea doing
inspections it appears they have been active







Outstanding questions


1 For training on the 19th does the person wholl be doing the
presentations speak Spanish


2 They need the names of all wholl be accessing the port so that the
names can be put on the clearance list with port security Im going
to use your names as I wrote them above unless you correct me


3 They want to begin inspections at 9am on the 18th only dockside
inspections and start the training similarly at 9am on the 19th
They are arranging a room at the port with laptop and projector system


Also let me know if you need help with the Casa Santo Domingo
reservation Brunch alone is well worth it


brgds


Shane


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Monday January 10 2011 444 PM
To Hough Shane
Subject hotel reservation


Hi Shane


Does GSOtravel have negotiated rates at the Intercontinental within
per diem Would you forward to your GSO or GSO travel person I asked
CWT to make reservations and their rate is more than per diem


Many thanks


Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827
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From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc Jack H Forrester


Subject Re FW Outstanding Issues
Date Tuesday January 11 2011 102612 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


This is for Guatemala correct Puerto Quetzal is 75 miles from our
hotel If no traffic about 15 hour drive With traffic 2 hour drive
FWIW there is a section of road on the way to the port where you can
put the car in neutral and it will roll UP the hill Seriously Our
contacts showed this to us last time we were there Craziest thing


Menard Marlene M wrote
Where is the port


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov
Sent Tuesday January 11 2011 1012 AM
To Menard Marlene M
Cc Jack H Forrester


Subject Re FW Outstanding Issues


Are we doing the training at the port If so perhaps we should do the
inspections and training the same day The port is a 15 2 hours from


GC If we are starting inspections at 9 AM we will be done by noon
There are not that many boats and it should not take too long to bang
them all out We could then do lunch and then an afternoon training
session


Guatemala has never in my 6 years at least had an active atsea
component because of funding Nothing new there


Menard Marlene M wrote


JackMike


See below


Jack


Are you planning to bring the video from the FL testing that shows the


TED working with the test sea turtle


Thanks


Marlene


From Hough Shane
Sent Tuesday January 11 2011 858 AM
To Menard Marlene M
Subject Outstanding Issues


Marlene we can definitely call the Intercon and make your







reservations Please reconfirm the following info for me


3 rooms for checkin on 117 and checking out the morning of 120
Reservations under your names just to double check if Im got them
right Marlene Menard Jack Forrester and Michael Barnette


Also a small readout on our meeting yesterday with our fisheries
folks here are two points that you might find useful


Because of budget cuts in 2010 theyve only been doing dockside
inspections no at sea inspections It costs them roughly 800 per
trip to go out and theres been no budget


The full time coordinator left in the summer of 2010 and was


replaced by an interim coordinator who left just last week and has
been replaced by yet another interim coordinator


They do have specific cases of enforcement action for 2010 mostly
revocation of fishing licenses so that while theyre not atsea doing


inspections it appears they have been active


Outstanding questions


1 For training on the 19 th does the person wholl be doing the
presentations speak Spanish


2 They need the names of all wholl be accessing the port so that the


names can be put on the clearance list with port security Im going
to use your names as I wrote them above unless you correct me


3 They want to begin inspections at 9am on the 18 th only dockside
inspections and start the training similarly at 9am on the 19 th
They are arranging a room at the port with laptop and projector


system


Also let me know if you need help with the Casa Santo Domingo
reservation Brunch alone is well worth it


brgds


Shane


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Monday January 10 2011 444 PM
To Hough Shane
Subject hotel reservation


Hi Shane


Does GSOtravel have negotiated rates at the Intercontinental within
per diem Would you forward to your GSO or GSO travel person I asked







CWT to make reservations and their rate is more than per diem


Many thanks


Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Ellen Keane Dennis Klemm


Subject Re Cheat Sheet for Sam


Date Tuesday January 11 2011 103859 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I definitely think we need to highlight enforcementcompliance as an
issue I personally interpret issues as just that issues that need to


be considered or addressed prior to implementing or even drafting
regulations Controversy is the expected reaction from those potential
regulations
IMHO at this point of what is going on with enforcementcompliance it
needs to be identified at every single step when we are discussing new
TED regulations And unless something significant happens I think
pursuing new TED regulations at this point is irresponsible and a waste
of all our time Yes I will be sounding like a broken record in the
near future if I dont sound like one already


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Ellen
This more a proactive outreach to Sam because he got confused at F


Video last week about the TED Specifications rule that Mike is working
on The reason I put issues vs controversy is that the top two
quadrants have existing rules one is being updated the bottom two
quadrants dont I can change all four quadrants to controversy to be
consistent While we will definitely have IAs for all the new rules
they will get read at various times in the next few months and it
would be good if we can give Sam a one page overview of everything
related to TEDs for reference Thanks for responding so quickly I
will incorporate comments this afternoon and pass to Jim and Helen
Cheers A


Ellen Keane wrote


I think there are other issues at the proposed rule stage that might
be more important to highlight but am a bit unclear on what is being
conveyed in issues vs under the potential controversy bullet Maybe
it would be better not to get into the issues as they will have
issues advisories for the rules anyway and just indicate whether it
is expected to be controversial or not Alexis do you know what Sam
is looking for


Happy New Year


Ellen


Michael Barnette wrote


Here is my stab at it in blue I tweaked a lot of stuff and tried


to make the format more consistent


Ellen Keane wrote


Hi Alexis


I made some suggestions to the Strategy rule Put my edits in red
and added a few comments for you to consider One more general
comment is whether you wanted to keep the format for each of the
rules the same The TED specs box has issues while the other two







list potential controversy


Ellen


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi We keep getting indications that Sam is getting confused with
all these TED related issues and rules floating around I have
drafted a quad chart for him to use as a cheat sheet Please
review edit and comment accordingly Thanks A
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From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc Jack H Forrester


Subject Re FW Outstanding Issues
Date Tuesday January 11 2011 104158 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


No PQ is a freight port with not much around
Just lay down the law


Menard Marlene M wrote
Oh my God that made me laugh out loud I hope that they do it again
this time Is there a hotel where we can stay in Puerto Quetzal that
you know about They have already made plans for the training on the
second day I queried Shane about your comments and will let you know
what he says about it


Original Message
From Michael Barnette fmailtoMichaelBarnettednoaaaov
Sent Tuesday January 11 2011 1026 AM
To Menard Marlene M
Cc Jack H Forrester


Subject Re FW Outstanding Issues


This is for Guatemala correct Puerto Quetzal is 75 miles from our
hotel If no traffic about 15 hour drive With traffic 2 hour
drive


FWIW there is a section of road on the way to the port where you can
put the car in neutral and it will roll UP the hill Seriously Our
contacts showed this to us last time we were there Craziest thing


Menard Marlene M wrote


Where is the port


Original Message
From Michael Barnette fmailtoMichaelBarnetteahnoaaaov
Sent Tuesday January 11 2011 1012 AM
To Menard Marlene M
Cc Jack H Forrester


Subject Re FW Outstanding Issues


Are we doing the training at the port If so perhaps we should do the


inspections and training the same day The port is a 15 2 hours


from GC If we are starting inspections at 9 AM we will be done by


noon


There are not that many boats and it should not take too long to bang
them all out We could then do lunch and then an afternoon training
session


Guatemala has never in my 6 years at least had an active atsea
component because of funding Nothing new there







Menard Marlene M wrote


JackMike


See below


Jack


Are you planning to bring the video from the FL testing that shows
the


TED working with the test sea turtle


Thanks


Marlene


From Hough Shane
Sent Tuesday January 11 2011 858 AM
To Menard Marlene M
Subject Outstanding Issues


Marlene we can definitely call the Intercon and make your
reservations Please reconfirm the following info for me


3 rooms for checkin on 117 and checking out the morning of 120
Reservations under your names just to doublecheck if Im got them
right Marlene Menard Jack Forrester and Michael Barnette


Also a small readout on our meeting yesterday with our fisheries
folks here are two points that you might find useful


Because of budget cuts in 2010 theyve only been doing dockside
inspections no at sea inspections It costs them roughly 800 per
trip to go out and theres been no budget


The full time coordinator left in the summer of 2010 and was


replaced by an interim coordinator who left just last week and has
been replaced by yet another interim coordinator


They do have specific cases of enforcement action for 2010 mostly
revocation of fishing licenses so that while theyre not at sea
doing


inspections it appears they have been active


Outstanding questions


1 For training on the 19 th does the person wholl be doing the
presentations speak Spanish


2 They need the names of all wholl be accessing the port so that







the


names can be put on the clearance list with port security Im going
to use your names as I wrote them above unless you correct me


3 They want to begin inspections at 9am on the 18th only dockside
inspections and start the training similarly at 9am on the 19th
They are arranging a room at the port with laptop and projector


system


Also let me know if you need help with the Casa Santo Domingo
reservation Brunch alone is well worth it


brgds


Shane


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Monday January 10 2011 444 PM
To Hough Shane
Subject hotel reservation


Hi Shane


Does GSOtravel have negotiated rates at the Intercontinental within
per diem Would you forward to your GS0 or GSO travel person I asked


CWT to make reservations and their rate is more than per diem


Many thanks


Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Robert Hoffman David Bernhart


Subject Fwd Cables
Date Wednesday January 12 2011 12413 PM
Attachments LAW ENFORCEMENT LANCHA SIGHTING 01 LANCHA SIGHTED 38 NM OFFSHOReml396 KBlmsa


L E SITREP ONE AND FINAL EEZ INCURSION INTERDICTION 1 SITUATION Aeml 494 KBmsa


LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL EEZ INCURSION DETECTION 1 SITUATION A PEeml 387 KBlmsa


NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION FOR ILLEGAL FISHING 1 On January 11eml 125 KBlmsa


CORRECTED COPY NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION FOR ILLEGAL FISHING eml 126 KBlmsa
TRAVEL WARNING NEPAL 1 The Department of State warns US citizeeml 904 KBlmsa


Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Alexis


Is there anyone handling the IUU stuff we should talk to prior to any
TED inspection trips to Colombia or Ecuador in case any questions are
posed to the team during potential meetings with fishery officials It
probably wont come up but given Ecuadorssituation of phasing out
shrimp fishing we will likely again meet with their head fishery
folks If nothing other than a contact name to provide to them if asked
Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Cables


Date Wed 12 Jan 2011 120319 0500
From NMFSIACABLES NMFSIACables@noaagov
To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagovAISamuels@noaagov
BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov BeckyRootes@noaagov Cheri Mccarty
CheriMccarty@noaagov Steven Wilson StevenWilson@noaagov Diana


Figueroa DianaFigueroa @noaagov DavidDetlor@noaagov Dean Swanson
DeanSwanson@noaagov Greg Schneider GregSchneider@noaagov
JanineGalloway@noaagov Jean Pierre Ple JeanPierrePle@noaagov
Jennifer Olson JenniferOlson@noaagov JenniferAnderson@noaagov
JimHerkelrath@noaagovJimMccallum@noaagov JohnDKelly@noaagov
John Mitchell@noaagov Judson Feder@noaagov Kelly Denit
KellyDenit@noaagov Kimberly Blankenbeker


KimberlyBlankenbeker@noaagov KristyLong@noaagov
LindaChaves@noaagov Liz English LizEnglish @noaagov
MarkMurray Brown @noaagov MikiHirano@noaagov Nancy Daves
NancyDaves@noaagov NancyThompson@noaagov NedCyr@noaagov
NicoleLeboeuf@noaagov OthaEasley@noaagov PamMoen@noaagov
Pat Moran@noaagov PatKurkul@noaagov PatrickOpay@noaagov Paul
Niemeier PaulNiemeier@noaagov Rebecca Lent RebeccaLent@noaagov
ScotYamashita@noaagov StephenKBrown @noaagov
SteveMurawski@noaagovTomHourigan TomHourigan@noaagov
JessicaKondel@noaagov StuartCory@noaagov LauraTezer@noaagov
KevinPainter@noaagov MartinaSagapolu@noaagov
CharlesRaterman@noaagov ElienMMcQueen@noaagov
KathyScola@NoaaGov mariaholliday@noaagov MicheleJoubert@noaagov
KimberlySpeech@noaagov KarenNiki@noaagov JoannMclean@noaagov
KarenHeiseGentile@noaagov LouiseWong@noaagov
BrendaGSmith@noaagov MaryannAllen@noaagov Diane Tierney
DianeTierney@noaagov BradWiley@noaagov CaseyOravetz@noaagov
LauraCimo@noaagov Jeffrey Ray JeffreyRay@noaagov Joseph Brenner
JosephBrenner@noaagov LohLee Low LohLeeLow@noaagov Frank


Lockhart FrankLockhart@noaagov Heidi Hermsmeyer
HeidiHermsmeyer @noaagov Peggy Solomon PeggySolomon@noaagov
Karolyn Potter KarolynPotter@noaagov Michael Barnette







MichaelBarnette@noaagov RaymondClarke RaymondClarke@noaagov
Michael Seki MichaelSeki@noaagov Dawn Graham


DawnGraham@noaagov Meghan Donahue MeghanDonahue@noaagov T Reed
TReed@noaagov PeterOppenheimer@noaagov Angela Somma
AngelaSomma@noaagov Christopher Rogers
ChristopherRogers@noaagov Rebecca McMahon
RebeccaMcMahon@noaagov Michael Abbey MichaelAbbey@noaagov
Teresa Turk TeresaTurk@noaagov Derek Campbell
DerekCampbell @noaagov Jennifer Schull JenniferSchull@noaagov
David OBrien DavidOBrien@noaagov Ricardo Ramos


RicardoRamos@noaagov Russell Smith RussellSmith@noaagov Todd


Dubois ToddDubois@noaagov


Please note the following cables cannot be transmitted electronically
They will be available from FIA in hard copy for the next two weeks
After this time they will be shredded Please contact Jennifer
Olson3017132276 if you would like a copy of the following cables


The Sensitive Unclassified cables are NONE


The Unclassified cables are SEE ATTACHED







From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverificationCmaildocaov


Subject TRAVEL WARNING NEPAL 1 The Department of State warns US citizens of the potential risks of traveling to
Nepal and urges caution when traveling in that country The Department of State


Date Wednesday January 12 2011 115942 AM
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0 121649Z JAN 11


FM SECSTATE WASHDC


TO ALL DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR POSTS COLLECTIVE
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RHEHNSCWHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTON DC
RUEPTRSDEPT OF TREASURY WASHINGTON DC
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RUCPDOCALL USDOC DISTDIR COLLECTIVE WASHINGTON DC
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EO 13526 NA
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THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE


SUBJECT TRAVEL WARNING NEPAL


1 The Department of State warns US citizens of the
potential risks of traveling to Nepal and urges caution
when traveling in that country The Department of State
remains concerned about the security situation in Nepal
US citizens are urged to obtain updated security
information before traveling and they should be prepared
to change their plans on short notice This replaces the
Travel Warning for Nepal dated June 15 2010 to update
information on the security and political situation and
to advise travelers about the continuing possibility of
political demonstrations unrest and concerns about
travel in Nepal by road and air
2 Nepal has experienced significant political violence
in the past and although there have been markedly fewer
major disturbances in recent months political tensions
remain Protests demonstrations and disruptions
continue to occur often without advance notice In a
strike imposed by the Unified CPN Maoist Party on May 3
7 2010 business and transportation were brought to a
standstill During this strike large demonstrations
were held and incidents of localized violence occurred


During past demonstrations some protestors forcibly







closed businesses damaged vehicles burned tires to
block traffic threw rocks and used sling shots with
petrol bombs to provoke security forces into clashes
Given the nature intensity and unpredictability of past
disturbances US citizens are urged to exercise special
caution during announced demonstrations avoid areas
where demonstrations are occurring or crowds are forming
avoid road travel and maintain a low profile Curfews
can be announced with little or no advance notice US
citizens should consult media sources and enroll with the


Embassy see instructions below for current security
information The US Embassy in Kathmandu continues to
monitor the political situation in Nepal closely and
advises US citizens that the potential remains for
spontaneous demonstrations and political unrest which
could escalate into violence You should stay current on
media coverage of local events and be aware of your
surroundings at all times
3 As in urban centers worldwide crime in the Kathmandu
Valley and in the major cities of Nepal encompasses
murder sexual assault and armed robbery Police
resources to combat such crimes are limited Theft and


muggings occasionally occur in popular tourist and
trekking areas such as Chitwan Pokhara the Annapurna
region and the Thamel area of Kathmandu and female
travelers can encounter harassment especially if
traveling alone Trekkers have been robbed by small
groups of young men even on popular trails
4 Visitors to Nepal should practice good personal
security when moving about and avoid walking alone after
dark carrying large sums of cash or wearing expensive
jewelry Women are advised to pay attention to local
customs and dress appropriately in public In several
reported incidents tourists have had their belongings
stolen from their rooms while they slept There has been
an increase in the number of fraudulent schemes


perpetrated against tourists These schemes involve
requesting the traveler assistance particularly
financial assistance in establishing shipping routes or
business contacts with the United States or other


countries involving jewelry antiquities or carpets
promising huge returns
5 The US Embassy in Kathmandu strongly recommends
that you do not hike alone or become separated from
larger traveling parties while on a trail Solo trekking
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is dangerous has contributed to injuries and deaths and
makes an individual more vulnerable to criminals


Foreign trekkers have gone missing while trekking alone
The safest option for trekkers is to join an organized
group andor use a reputable trekking company that
provides an experienced guide and porters who communicate
in both Nepali and English Destruction of telephone
services in many trekking areas has complicated efforts
to locate US citizens and make arrangements for medical
evacuations when needed US citizens are strongly







encouraged to contact the US Embassy in Kathmandu for
the latest security information and to share their
itinerary before undertaking treks outside the Kathmandu
Valley see the Smart Traveler Enrollment ProgramEmbassy
Location section below Trekkers also are advised to
leave their itinerary with family or friends in the
United States and to check in at police checkpoints where
trekking permits are logged
6 Travel in Nepal by road or air can be dangerous
Please refer to our Country Specific Information for
Nepal at
http travelstateaovtravelcis na twchcis 980html
for further details Most US official travel outside


the Kathmandu Valley including by air requires specific
clearance by the US Embassy Regional Security
Officer Active duty US military and Department of
Defense contractors must obtain US Embassy clearance in
advance for official and personal travel to Nepal
7 The US government designation of the Communist
Party of Nepal Maoist as a Specially Designated Global
Terrorist organization under Executive Order 13224 and
its inclusion on the Terrorist Exclusion List pursuant
to the Immigration and Nationality Act remain in effect
These two designations make Maoists excludable from entry
into the United States without a waiver and bar US


citizens from contributing funds goods or services to
or for the benefit of the Maoists
8 US citizens who choose to visit or remain in Nepal
despite this Travel Warning are encouraged to enroll with
the US Embassy through the State Department Smart
Traveler Enrollment Program STEPat
https travelreaistrationstateaovibrsui and to


obtain updated information on travel and security within
Nepal The US Embassy in Nepal can be found on the
internet at http nenalusembassvaov US citizens
without internet access may enroll directly with the US
Embassy during the hours of 130 pm and 430 pm
Monday to Friday when the American Citizens Services
section is open to the public Telling the Embassy about
your trip makes it easier for us to contact you in case
of an emergency The US Embassy is located at
Maharajgunj The Consular Section can be reached at 977
1400 7200 400 7201 The number for afterhours
emergencies involving US citizens is 9771400 7266
400 7269 The fax number is 9771400 7281 The


Consulate email address is consktm@stategov
9 Current information on travel and security in Nepal
may also be obtained from the Department of State by
calling 1888 407 4747 toll free in the United States and
Canada or for callers outside the United States and
Canada a regular toll line at 1202 501 4444 For
further information please consult the Country Specific
Information for Nepal at
http travelstateaovtravelcis na twSiscis 980html
registration
10 Stay up to date by bookmarking our Bureau of
Consular Affairs website at http travelstateaov
which contains the current Travel Warnings
httn travelstateaovtravelcis na twtwtw 1764html


and Travel Alerts
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http travelstateaovtravelcis oa twpDa 1766html
as well as the Worldwide Caution


http travelstateaovtravelcis oa twpoa 4787html
Follow us on Twitter at http twittercomtravelaov


and the Bureau of Consular Affairs page on Facebook at
httD wwwfacebookcomtravelaov as well
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Subject CORRECTED COPY NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION FOR ILLEGAL FISHING Corrected copy text of notes
1 On January 11 Department delivered notes to the
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Corrected copy text of notes
1 On January 11 Department delivered notes to the
embassies of Colombia Ecuador Italy Panama Portugal and
Venezuela notifying each that the Secretary of Commerce would
be delivering a report to Congress on the implementation of
the international provisions of the Magnuson Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006
which identifies each nation as having vessels that engaged
in illegal unreported and unregulated IUU fishing in 2009
or 2010 In the case of Italy and Panama which had been
similarly identified in the previous report to Congress in
2009 the notes also advised that both had been positively
certified as having taken sufficient corrective action with
regard to the earlier vesselsactivities Positive
certification means neither will face additional actions
such as port closures to its vessels or trade restrictive
measures at this time The text of the notes is provided in
paras 2 and 3 Although NOAA DAS for International
Fisheries Russell Smith also reached out directly to
counterparts in the fisheries management authorities of these
six countries on January 10 posts may also wish to ensure
that other appropriate host government officials are advised
of this action NOAA has also provided Q A guidance see
par 4
2 Begin text of notes to Colombia Ecuador Portugal and
Venezuela


The Department of State refers the Embassy of nation to
the reauthorization of the primary US fisheries management
law the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act the Act which was signed into law
January 2007
The Act includes a number of new provisions related to







international fisheries including a call for the United
States to work through various multilateral fora such as
regional fisheries management organizations to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing and bycatch of
protected living marine resources The Act charges the
United States to work with other nations to promote improved
monitoring control and surveillance of international
fisheries to improve the effectiveness of multilateral
fisheries governance and to build capacity in other nations
for sustainable fisheries and regulatory enforcement
The Act also requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit to
the United States Congress a biennial report listing nations
identified as having vessels engaged in illegal unreported
and unregulated fishing at any time during the preceding two
years The United States shall then initiate consultations
with identified nations for the purpose of encouraging
appropriate corrective action with respect to the activities
of the fishing vessels cited in the biennial report
Pursuant to the Act the absence of appropriate corrective
actions to address these activities by the next biennial
report may lead to the denial of port privileges for vessels
of that nation prohibitions on the importation of certain
fisheries products into the United States from that nation
or other measures When determining if appropriate
corrective actions have been taken the United States will
take into account whether the nation provided documentary
evidence of actions taken or the relevant regional fishery
management organization has adopted effective measures to
address the activities described in the biennial report
The second biennial report will be transmitted to Congress on
January 12 2011 the text of which will also be made
available at


httn wwwnmfsnoaaaovmsa2007intlnrovisionshtml In it
nation will be one of six nations identified as having
vessels engaged in illegal unreported and unregulated
fishing in 2009 or 2010
The United States is pleased to initiate consultations with
the Government of nation on actions it is taking to
address illegal unreported and unregulated fishing To
that end the United States proposes that bilateral
consultations on this issue be held either in Washington or
capital within the next three months
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End text


3 Begin text of notes to Italy and Panama
The Department of State refers the Embassy of nation to
the reauthorization of the primary US fisheries management
law the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act the Act which was signed into law
January 2007
The Act includes a number of new provisions related to
international fisheries including a call for the United
States to work through various multilateral fora such as
regional fisheries management organizations to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing and bycatch of







protected living marine resources The Act charges the
United States to work with other nations to promote improved
monitoring control and surveillance of international
fisheries to improve the effectiveness of multilateral
fisheries governance and to build capacity in other nations
for sustainable fisheries and regulatory enforcement
The Act also requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit to
the United States Congress a biennial report listing nations
identified as having vessels engaged in illegal unreported
and unregulated fishing at any time during the preceding two
years The United States shall then initiate consultations
with identified nations for the purpose of encouraging
appropriate corrective action with respect to the activities
of the fishing vessels cited in the biennial report
Pursuant to the Act the absence of appropriate corrective
actions to address these activities by the next biennial
report may lead to the denial of port privileges for vessels
of that nation prohibitions on the importation of certain
fisheries products into the United States from that nation
or other measures When determining if appropriate
corrective actions have been taken the United States will
take into account whether the nation provided documentary
evidence of actions taken or the relevant regional fishery
management organization has adopted effective measures to
address the activities described in the biennial report
The second biennial report will be transmitted to Congress on
January 12 2011 the text of which will also be made
available at


htto wwwnmfsnoaaaovmsa2007intlnrovisionshtml In it
nation will be one of six nations identified as having
vessels engaged in illegal unreported and unregulated
fishing in 2009 or 2010
Nation was also similarly identified in the 2009 Biennial
Report to Congress for actions by its vessels in 2007 or
2008 Following bilateral consultations the United States
has found that nation has taken appropriate corrective
action in regard to the activities of its vessels that led to
that identification therefore the upcoming report will
also announce that nation has been positively certified
and no further action will be taken regarding the actions of
those vessels


The United States is pleased to initiate consultations with
the Government of nation on actions it is taking to
address illegal unreported and unregulated fishing To
that end the United States proposes that bilateral
consultations on this issue be held either in Washington or
capital within the next three months
End text


4 Begin Q A Guidance from NOAA


1 How did NOAA determine it would identify these 6 countries
NOAA collected information on illegal unreported and
unregulated IUU fishing activities in 2009 and 2010 from a
variety of sources including constituencies and the general
public solicited via a Federal Register notice the
Regional Fishery Management Organizations RFMO and other
sources RFMO documents were reviewed including annual
reports compliance committee meeting summaries and reports
and IUU vessel lists The team also searched US Coast


Guard foreign government press and NGO reports The team
analyzed data about the fishing activities of more than 50







countries in the process This information was reviewed by
NOAA in collaboration with the Department of State and USTR
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and included outreach to various countries to followup on
information received This time intensive and comprehensive
process resulted in the identification of six countries
2 What specifically did vessels from each country do that
got them identified
Generic response
The six nations had fishing vessels that did not comply with
measures agreed to under various international fishery
management organizations such as closed fishing seasons
vessel registry lists and a ban on the use of driftnets
Other violations included illegal gear modifications fishing
without authorization and possession of undersized bluefin
tuna


The nations being identified in the 2011 Biennial Report to
Congress and the basis for their identification are
Colombia


Vessels did not adhere to fishing closure periods for
tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean adopted by the
Inter American Tropical Tuna Commission IATTC


Vessels fished in the IATTC Convention Area without
authorization


Ecuador


Vessels fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Vessels fished during closure periods for tuna in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean in violation of IATTC rules


One vessel increased its fishing capacity contrary to an
IATTC rule


Italy
Vessels used illegal fishing gear to catch swordfish and


bluefin tuna in violation of rules of the International


Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas ICCAT
Panama


Vessels did not adhere to fishing closure periods for
tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean as required under IATTC
rules


One vessel fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Portugal
Vessels illegally modified gear in violation of Northwest


Atlantic Fisheries Organization NAFO rules
Venezuela


Vessels fished during closure periods for tuna in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean in violation of IATTC rules


And why are these actions harmful to the United States
These conservation and management measures apply to target
stocks that are shared with the United States


3 What is the difference between identification and


certification


Identification is the first step in a threestep process of
identification consultation and certification
Identification launches a consultation process that engages







the United States the identified countries and relevant
RFMOs Following these consultations the United States will
determine for each identified country whether it should be
certified positively or negatively Negative certification
will lead to lack of port access for fishing vessels of that
nation and could lead to import restrictions on products
associated with the IUU fishing activity of that nation
4 Why is the report coming out at the same time as the final
rule that establishes identification and certification


procedures
The statute requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit a
biennial report to Congress on January 12 2011 including a
list of identified countries The statute also requires
rulemaking for the certification process In the interest of
a transparency and participation NOM Fisheries decided to
also conduct rulemaking on the identification process as
well as the certification process
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5 What happens now and when will certifications be made
The identification launches a consultation process with these
countries on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis
NOAA will officially notify these countries of their
identification and establish opportunities for engagement
Certifications will be announced in the next report to
Congress January 2013
6 How can these countries avoid a certification


Certification will occur positive or negative A positive
certification implies that the identified nation andor the
relevant RFMO has taken appropriate effective steps to
address the IUU activities of their vessels


7 What is the goal of this new process
The United States is committed to working bilaterally and
multilaterally to address IUU fishing in order to ensure that
the legal fishery whether US or others is not penalized by
this activity Further the United States wishes to ensure
that its own import market a significant source of global
demand for seafood does not encourage or reward illegal
activity
End Q A
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1 On January 11 Department delivered notes to the
embassies of Colombia Ecuador Italy Panama Portugal and
Venezuela notifying each that the Secretary of Commerce would
be delivering a report to Congress on the implementation of
the international provisions of the Magnuson Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006
which identifies each nation as having vessels that engaged
in illegal unreported and unregulated IUU fishing in 2009
or 2010 In the case of Italy and Panama which had been
similarly identified in the previous report to Congress in
2009 the notes also advised that both had been positively
certified as having taken sufficient corrective action with
regard to the earlier vesselsactivities Positive
certification means neither will face additional actions
such as port closures to its vessels or trade restrictive
measures at this time The text of the notes is provided in
paras 2 and 3 Although NOAA DAS for International
Fisheries Russell Smith also reached out directly to
counterparts in the fisheries management authorities of these
six countries on January 10 posts may also wish to ensure
that other appropriate host government officials are advised
of this action NOAA has also provided Q A guidance see
par 4
2 Begin text of notes to Colombia Ecuador Portugal and
Venezuela


The Department of State refers the Embassy of nation to the
reauthorization of the primary US fisheries management law
the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act the Act which was signed into law
January 2007
The Act includes a number of new provisions related to
international fisheries including a call for the United
States to work through various multilateral fora such as







regional fisheries management organizations to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing and bycatch of
protected living marine resources The Act charges the
United States to work with other nations to promote improved
monitoring control and surveillance of international
fisheries to improve the effectiveness of multilateral
fisheries governance and to build capacity in other nations
for sustainable fisheries and regulatory enforcement
The Act also requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit to
the United States Congress a biennial report listing nations
identified as having vessels engaged in illegal unreported
and unregulated fishing at any time during the preceding two
years The United States shall then initiate consultations
with identified nations for the purpose of encouraging
appropriate corrective action with respect to the activities
of the fishing vessels cited in the biennial report
Pursuant to the Act the absence of appropriate corrective
actions to address these activities by the next biennial
report may lead to the denial of port privileges for vessels
of that nation prohibitions on the importation of certain
fisheries products into the United States from that nation
or other measures When determining if appropriate
corrective actions have been taken the United States will
take into account whether the nation provided documentary
evidence of actions taken or the relevant regional fishery
management organization has adopted effective measures to
address the activities described in the biennial report
The second biennial report will be transmitted to Congress on
January 12 2011 the text of which will also be made
available at


httn wwwnmfsnoaaaovmsa2007intlnrovisionshtml In it
nation will be one of six nations identified as having
vessels engaged in illegal unreported and unregulated
fishing in 2009 or 2010
The United States is pleased to initiate consultations with
the Government of nation on actions it is taking to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing To that end
the United States proposes that bilateral consultations on
this issue be held either in Washington or capital within
the next three months


End text
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3 Begin text of notes to Italy and Panama
The Department of State refers the Embassy of nation to the
reauthorization of the primary US fisheries management law
the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act the Act which was signed into law
January 2007
The Act includes a number of new provisions related to
international fisheries including a call for the United
States to work through various multilateral fora such as
regional fisheries management organizations to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing and bycatch of
protected living marine resources The Act charges the
United States to work with other nations to promote improved
monitoring control and surveillance of international







fisheries to improve the effectiveness of multilateral
fisheries governance and to build capacity in other nations
for sustainable fisheries and regulatory enforcement
The Act also requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit to
the United States Congress a biennial report listing nations
identified as having vessels engaged in illegal unreported
and unregulated fishing at any time during the preceding two
years The United States shall then initiate consultations
with identified nations for the purpose of encouraging
appropriate corrective action with respect to the activities
of the fishing vessels cited in the biennial report
Pursuant to the Act the absence of appropriate corrective
actions to address these activities by the next biennial
report may lead to the denial of port privileges for vessels
of that nation prohibitions on the importation of certain
fisheries products into the United States from that nation
or other measures When determining if appropriate
corrective actions have been taken the United States will
take into account whether the nation provided documentary
evidence of actions taken or the relevant regional fishery
management organization has adopted effective measures to
address the activities described in the biennial report
The second biennial report will be transmitted to Congress on
January 12 2011 the text of which will also be made
available at


httn wwwnmfsnoaanovmsa2007intlnrovisionshtml In it
nation will be one of six nations identified as having
vessels engaged in illegal unreported and unregulated
fishing in 2009 or 2010
Nation was also similarly identified in the 2009 Biennial
Report to Congress for actions by its vessels in 2007 or
2008 Following bilateral consultations the United States
has found that nation has taken appropriate corrective
action in regard to the activities of its vessels that led to
that identification therefore the upcoming report will
also announce that nation has been positively certified and
no further action will be taken regarding the actions of
those vessels


The United States is pleased to initiate consultations with
the Government of nation on actions it is taking to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing To that end
the United States proposes that bilateral consultations on
this issue be held either in Washington or capital within
the next three months


End text


4 Begin Q A Guidance from NOAA


1 How did NOAA determine it would identify these 6 countries
NOAA collected information on illegal unreported and
unregulated IUU fishing activities in 2009 and 2010 from a
variety of sources including constituencies and the general
public solicited via a Federal Register notice the
Regional Fishery Management Organizations RFMO and other
sources RFMO documents were reviewed including annual
reports compliance committee meeting summaries and reports
and IUU vessel lists The team also searched US Coast


Guard foreign government press and NGO reports The team
analyzed data about the fishing activities of more than 50
countries in the process This information was reviewed by
NOAA in collaboration with the Department of State and USTR
and included outreach to various countries to followup on







information received This time intensive and comprehensive
process resulted in the identification of six countries
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2 What specifically did vessels from each country do that
got them identified
Generic response
The six nations had fishing vessels that did not comply with
measures agreed to under various international fishery
management organizations such as closed fishing seasons
vessel registry lists and a ban on the use of driftnets
Other violations included illegal gear modifications fishing
without authorization and possession of undersized bluefin
tuna


The nations being identified in the 2011 Biennial Report to
Congress and the basis for their identification are
Colombia


Vessels did not adhere to fishing closure periods for
tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean adopted by the
Inter American Tropical Tuna Commission IATTC


Vessels fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Ecuador


Vessels fished in the IATTC Convention Area without
authorization


Vessels fished during closure periods for tuna in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean in violation of IATTC rules


One vessel increased its fishing capacity contrary to an
IATTC rule


Italy
Vessels used illegal fishing gear to catch swordfish and


bluefin tuna in violation of rules of the International


Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas ICCAT
Panama


Vessels did not adhere to fishing closure periods for
tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean as required under IATTC
rules


One vessel fished in the IATTC Convention Area without
authorization


Portugal
Vessels illegally modified gear in violation of Northwest


Atlantic Fisheries Organization NAFO rules
Venezuela


Vessels fished during closure periods for tuna in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean in violation of IATTC rules


And why are these actions harmful to the United States
These conservation and management measures apply to target
stocks that are shared with the United States


3 What is the difference between identification and


certification


Identification is the first step in a threestep process of
identification consultation and certification
Identification launches a consultation process that engages
the United States the identified countries and relevant
RFMOs Following these consultations the United States will
determine for each identified country whether it should be
certified positively or negatively Negative certification







will lead to lack of port access for fishing vessels of that
nation and could lead to import restrictions on products
associated with the IUU fishing activity of that nation
4 Why is the report coming out at the same time as the final
rule that establishes identification and certification


procedures
The statute requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit a
biennial report to Congress on January 12 2011 including a
list of identified countries The statute also requires
rulemaking for the certification process In the interest of
a transparency and participation NOM Fisheries decided to
also conduct rulemaking on the identification process as
well as the certification process
5 What happens now and when will certifications be made
The identification launches a consultation process with these
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countries on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis
NOAA will officially notify these countries of their
identification and establish opportunities for engagement
Certifications will be announced in the next report to
Congress January 2013
6 How can these countries avoid a certification


Certification will occur positive or negative A positive
certification implies that the identified nation andor the
relevant RFMO has taken appropriate effective steps to
address the IUU activities of their vessels


7 What is the goal of this new process
The United States is committed to working bilaterally and
multilaterally to address IUU fishing in order to ensure that
the legal fishery whether US or others is not penalized by
this activity Further the United States wishes to ensure
that its own import market a significant source of global
demand for seafood does not encourage or reward illegal
activity
End Q A
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Date Monday January 10 201194934 PM


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA0882 0110218 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA3403 0110226
R 110218Z JAN 11 ZUI ASNAET011206572


FM COGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDRIDRCMCDPI
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG531CG3RPLCG3RPF
INFO ZENCOGARD FIST BROWNSVILLE TX
ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOGARD STA PORT ARANSAS TX
ZENCOGARD STA PORT OCONNOR TX
ZENCOMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC
BT


UNCLAS N16247
SUBJ LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL EEZ INCURSION DETECTION


1 SITUATION


A PERIOD 101930Z TO 102228Z JAN 11


B CURRENT STATUS OF CASE CASE CLOSED GEAR WAS CONFISCATED
C NOTIFICATION COLD HIT


D NARRATIVE CG 33107 LOCATED LONG LINE GEAR WHILE ON ROUTINE


PATROL IN THE GULF OF MEXICO AT POSITION 25594N 097002W125NM
NORTH OF THE BORDER USMEXICO BORDER AND 9NM OFFSHORE CG 33107
RETRIEVED APPROXIMATELY 100YDS OF GEAR ONCE THE GEAR WAS RETRIEVED
CG 33107 RETURNED TO STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND


2 ACTION TAKEN


A 101930Z JAN 11 CG 33107 COMMENCED PATROL IN THE GULF OF


MEXICO


B 102147Z CG 33107 LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 100YDS OF LONG LINE


GEAR IN POSITION 25594N 097002W


C 102153Z CG 33107 RETRIEVED ALL OF THE LONG LINE GEAR
D 102228Z CG 33107 MOORED STATION


3 FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS STATION WILL CONTINUE TO PATROL


THE BORDER AND EEZ FOR LONG LINE GEAR AND GILL NETS


4 DISPOSITION SEIZED 01 SET OF LONG LINE GEAR


5 PARTICIPATION NTR


6 AMPLIFYING INFO


A 02 SHARKS


B CG 33107 1 SORTIE 3HRS
C MISLE ACTIVITY3924484


7 POC MK2 CHRISTOPHER GONZALEZ 9563647440
BT
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NNNN







From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverificationCmaildocaov


Subject LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL EEZ INCURSION INTERDICTION 1 SITUATION A CURRENT STATUS CLOSED
AGENCY ACTION COMPLETE B NARRATIVE ON 07 JANUARY 2011 CG 33106 WAS PATROLLING THE MEXICAN


Date Saturday January 08 201190950 PM


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA9125 0090144 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA2182 0090156
R 090144Z JAN 11 ZUI ASNAET009204149


FM COGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DRIDREDPI
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG531
INFO ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
RUCPDCNOAH NMFS WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD FIST CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOGARD STA PORT ARANSAS TX
ZENCOGARD STA PORT OCONNOR TX
ZENUSCGC AMBERJACK
ZENUSCGC MANATEE
ZENUSCGC STEELHEAD
ZENUSCGC BRANT
ZENCOMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX
BT


UNCLAS N16247
SUBJ LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL EEZ INCURSION INTERDICTION
1 SITUATION


A CURRENT STATUS CLOSED AGENCY ACTION COMPLETE


B NARRATIVE ON 07 JANUARY 2011 CG 33106 WAS PATROLLING THE MEXICAN
BORDER AT 2115Z CG 33106 SPOTTED A LANCHA WITH 03 PEOPLE ON BOARD IN


POSITION 260718N 0964241W APPROXIMATELY 7NM NORTH OF THE
MEXICAN BORDER AND 25NM OFFSHORE THE LANCHA WAS ON A HEADING OF 180


AT APPROXIMATELY 35 40 KTS CG 33106 CAME ALONG PORT SIDE OF THE


LANCHA AND ENERGIZED BLUE LIGHTS SIRENS AND LOUD HAILER TO ORDER
THEM TO STOP THE LANCHA BEGAN TO SLOW DOWN AND THEN TURNED TO PORT


TOWARDS THE CG 33106 STRIKING IT ON THE STARBOARD QUARTER BENDING THE
TAFT RAIL AFTER THE LANCHA STRUCK THE CG 33106 THEY CONTINUED TO


PORT AND CROSSED THE STERN OF CG 33106 THE CAPTAIN MR SISTER
HERNANDEZ DELGADO WAS ORDERED TO STOP HIS VESSEL THE CAPTAIN
IMMEDIATELY COMPLIED ALL THREE CREWMEMBERS WERE ORDERED TO THE BOW


OF THE LANCHA AFTER THE LANCHA WAS SECURED BOARDING OFFICER
CONTACTED STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND REQUESTING AN SNO FOR BOARDING
SEIZURE OF THE LANCHA CREW AND CATCH THE LANCHA HAD APPROXIMATELY
250 RED SNAPPER IN THEIR FISH BOX AND VARIOUS SPECIES OF SHARK ONCE


THE SNO WAS GRANTED FROM SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI CREW MEMBERS WERE
DETAINED AND PLACED ON BOARD THE CG 33106 CG 33106 TRANSITED TO


STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TO TRANSFER CUSTODY OF THE CREWMEMBERS TO


CUSTOMS BORDER PROTECTION AT 080250Z BORDER PATROL RECEIVED CUSTODY


OF THE THREE LANCHA CREWMEMBERS CATCH WAS DONATED TO LOCAL AGENCIES


C BOARDING DETAILSNTR


D VESSEL DESCRIPTION


VESSEL NAME KIMBERLY


VIN


TYPE MEXICAN FISHING LANCHA


HOME PORT PLAYA BAGHDAD


FLAG MX







HULL COLOR WHITE


SUPERSTRUCTURE COLOR NA
LENGTH 25 30 FT


E POB 03


2 ACTION


A 072115Z CG 33106 NOTIFIED STATION OF A LANCHA IN POSITION


260718N 0964241W ON A HEADING OF 180 WITH 03 POB
B 2121Z CG 33106 REPORTS LANCHA IS STOPPED IN POSITION


26051N 096397W WITH APPROXIMATELY 200 300 RED SNAPPER AND
VARIOUS SPECIES OF SHARK ON BOARD


C 2122Z CG 33106 REQUESTED SNO FOR BOARDING SEARCH AND
SEIZURE OF LANCHA CREW AND CATCH
D 2349Z CG 33106 RECIEVED APPROVAL FOR SNO ALL 03 LANCHA


CREWMEMBERS WERE DETAINED AND TRANSFERRED ON BOARD RTS
E 080213Z CG 33106 MOORED AT STATION


F 0250Z CUSTOMS BORDER PROTECTION ASSUMED CUSTODY OF 03


LANCHA CREWMEMBERS


3 FUTURE PLANS CG STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND WILL CONTINUE


CONDUCTING PATROLS ALONG THE USMEXICAN BORDER
4 AMPLIFYING INFORMATION LEUIN 011 11 MISLE 534392
5 POC BM2 STEPHEN K GARON 9563647440
BT


9125


NNNN







From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverificationmaildocaov


Subject LAW ENFORCEMENT LANCHA SIGHTING 01 LANCHA SIGHTED 38 NM OFFSHORE AND 7 NM NORTH OF
USMX BORDER MISLE ACTIVITY 3922957 1 SITUATION A CG 2135 WHILE ON PATROL SIGHTED ONE
MEXICAN FISHING LANCHA DIW AND


Date Friday January 07 2011 114932 PM


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA8570 0080218 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA1663 0080437


R 080218Z JAN 11 ZUI ASNAET008203375
FM COMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LADREDRIDPIDRM
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC
INFO ZENCOGARD AIRSTA CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX
ZENCOGARD FIST CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOGARD FIST BROWNSVILLE TX
ZENCOGARD INVSER CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENUSCGC BRANT
ZENUSCGC AMBERJACK
ZENUSCGC STEELHEAD
ZENUSCGC MANATEE
RHMFIUUCJTF 6 FT BLISS TXJ3
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA LANT3R
RUCPDCNOAH NMFS WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
BT


UNCLAS N16210
SUBJ LAW ENFORCEMENT LANCHA SIGHTING 01 LANCHA SIGHTED 38 NM
OFFSHORE AND 7 NM NORTH OF USMX BORDER MISLE ACTIVITY 3922957
1 SITUATION


A CG 2135 WHILE ON PATROL SIGHTED ONE MEXICAN FISHING LANCHA DIW AND


APPEARED TO BE ENGAGED IN FISHING LANCHA SIGHTED CG 2135 AND GOT


UNDERWAY HEADING SOUTH LANCHA WAS COMPELLED SOUTH OF THE USMX
BORDER


B REPORTING SOURCE CG 2135


C POSITION 26076N 096269W


D NUMBER OF LANCHAS 01


E NUMBER OF POB 03


F ACTIVITY FISHING


G SEA STATE 1 FT


H VISIBILITY 10 NM
I WINDS CALM


J CEILING 4000 FT


2 ACTION TAKEN


A 072001Z CG 2135 AIRBORNE


B 2037Z CG 2135 SITES LANCHA APPEARS TO BE FISHING LANCHA DEPARTS


SOUTH WHEN AIRPLANE SIGHTED


C 2043Z CGC STEELHEAD NOTIFIED AND DIVERT TO AREA


D 2047Z CG STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND NOTIFIED CG 33106 DIVERTED TO
AREA


E 2054Z CG 2135 OBSERVES LANCHA CROSS SOUTH OF US MEXICO BORDER


F 2100Z CG 2135 OBSERVES NO GEAR IN WATER DEPARTING AREA


G 2110Z SECTOR LEDO NOTIFIED


H 2113Z SECTOR RESPONSE NOTIFIED


I 2135Z D08 NOTIFIED


J 2240Z CG 2135 ON DECK







3 SORTIE DATA
A CG 2135 1 SORTIE 23 HRS


B CGC STEELHEAD 1 SORTIE 5 HRS


C CG 33106 1 SORTIE 5 HRS
BT


8570
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beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Robert Hoffman David Bernhart


Subject Re Fwd Cables
Date Wednesday January 12 2011 13119 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Gracias


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Yes you should talk to Laura Cimo in the NMFS FIA She can be
reached at 301 713 9090 I will let her know to expect your call I
will also forward the Report Congress that just got released Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Alexis


Is there anyone handling the IUU stuff we should talk to prior to any
TED inspection trips to Colombia or Ecuador in case any questions
are posed to the team during potential meetings with fishery
officials It probably wont come up but given Ecuadorssituation
of phasing out shrimp fishing we will likely again meet with their
head fishery folks If nothing other than a contact name to provide
to them if asked


Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Cables


Date Wed 12 Jan 2011 120319 0500
From NMFSIACABLES NMFSIACables@noaagov
To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
AlSamuels@noaagovBarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
BeckyRootes@noaagov Cheri Mccarty CheriMccarty@noaagov Steven


Wilson StevenWilson@noaagov Diana Figueroa
DianaFigueroa@noaagov DavidDetlor@noaagov Dean Swanson
DeanSwanson@noaagov Greg Schneider GregSchneider@noaagov
JanineGalloway@noaagov Jean Pierre Ple JeanPierrePle@noaagov
Jennifer Olson JenniferOlson@noaagov JenniferAnderson@noaagov
JimHerkelrath@noaagovJimMccallum@noaagov
John D Kelly@noaagov JohnMitchell@noaagov Judson Feder@noaagov
Kelly Denit KellyDenit@noaagov Kimberly Blankenbeker


Kimberly Blankenbeker@noaagov KristyLong@noaagov
LindaChaves@noaagov Liz English LizEnglish@noaagov
MarkMurrayBrown @noaagov MikiHirano@noaagov Nancy Daves
NancyDaves@noaagov NancyThompson@noaagov NedCyr@noaagov
NicoleLeboeuf@noaagov OthaEasley@noaagov PamMoen@noaagov
PatMoran@noaagov PatKurkul@noaagov PatrickOpay@noaagov Paul
Niemeier PaulNiemeier@noaagov Rebecca Lent


RebeccaLent@noaagov ScotYamashita@noaagov
StephenKBrown@noaagov SteveMurawski@noaagovTomHourigan
TomHourigan@noaagov JessicaKondel@noaagov
StuartCory@noaagov LauraTezer@noaagov KevinPainter@noaagov
MartinaSagapolu @noaagov Charles Raterman @noaagov
EIIenMMcQueen@noaagov KathyScola@NoaaGov
mariaholliday@noaagov MicheleJoubert@noaagov
KimberlySpeech@noaagov KarenNiki@noaagov Joann Mclean @noaagov
KarenHeiseGentile@noaagov LouiseWong@noaagov







BrendaGSmith@noaagov MaryannAllen@noaagov Diane Tierney
DianeTierney@noaagov BradWiley@noaagov
CaseyOravetz@noaagov LauraCimo@noaagov Jeffrey Ray
JeffreyRay@noaagov Joseph Brenner JosephBrenner@noaagov
Loh Lee Low LohLeeLow@noaagov Frank Lockhart


FrankLockhart@noaagov Heidi Hermsmeyer
HeidiHermsmeyer@noaagov Peggy Solomon PeggySolomon@noaagov
Karolyn Potter KarolynPotter@noaagov Michael Barnette
MichaelBarnette@noaagov RaymondClarke
RaymondClarke@noaagov Michael Seki MichaelSeki@noaagov Dawn


Graham DawnGraham@noaagov Meghan Donahue
MeghanDonahue@noaagov T Reed TReed@noaagov
PeterOppenheimer@noaagov Angela Somma AngelaSomma@noaagov
Christopher Rogers ChristopherRogers@noaagov Rebecca McMahon
RebeccaMcMahon @noaagov Michael Abbey MichaelAbbey@noaagov
Teresa Turk TeresaTurk@noaagov Derek Campbell
DerekCampbell @noaagov Jennifer Schull
JenniferSchull@noaagov David OBrien DavidOBrien@noaagov
Ricardo Ramos RicardoRamos@noaagov Russell Smith


RussellSmith@noaagov Todd Dubois ToddDubois@noaagov


Please note the following cables cannot be transmitted electronically
They will be available from FIA in hard copy for the next two weeks
After this time they will be shredded Please contact Jennifer
Olson3017132276 if you would like a copy of the following cables


The Sensitive Unclassified cables are NONE


The Unclassified cables are SEE ATTACHED


Subject
LAW ENFORCEMENT LANCHA SIGHTING 01 LANCHA SIGHTED 38 NM OFFSHORE
AND 7 NM NORTH OF USMX BORDER MISLE ACTIVITY 3922957 1 SITUATION
A CG 2135 WHILE ON PATROL SIGHTED ONE MEXICAN FISHING LANCHA DIW AND
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Fri 07 Jan 2011 234923 0500


CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA8570 0080218 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA1663 0080437


R 080218Z JAN 11 ZUI ASNAET008203375


FM COMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LADREDRIDPIDRM
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC
INFO ZEN COGARD AIRSTA CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX
ZENCOGARD FIST CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOGARD FIST BROWNSVILLE TX







ZENCOGARD INVSER CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENUSCGC BRANT
ZENUSCGC AMBERJACK
ZENUSCGC STEELHEAD
ZENUSCGC MANATEE
RHMFIUUCJTF 6 FT BLISS TX J3
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA LANT3R
RUCPDCNOAH NMFS WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
BT


UNCLAS N16210
SUBJ LAW ENFORCEMENT LANCHA SIGHTING 01 LANCHA SIGHTED 38 NM
OFFSHORE AND 7 NM NORTH OF USMX BORDER MISLE ACTIVITY 3922957
1 SITUATION


A CG 2135 WHILE ON PATROL SIGHTED ONE MEXICAN FISHING LANCHA DIW AND


APPEARED TO BE ENGAGED IN FISHING LANCHA SIGHTED CG 2135 AND GOT


UNDERWAY HEADING SOUTH LANCHA WAS COMPELLED SOUTH OF THE USMX
BORDER


B REPORTING SOURCE CG 2135


C POSITION 26076N 096269W


D NUMBER OF LANCHAS 01


E NUMBER OF POB 03


F ACTIVITY FISHING


G SEA STATE 1 FT


H VISIBILITY 10 NM
I WINDS CALM


J CEILING 4000 FT


2 ACTION TAKEN


A 072001Z CG 2135 AIRBORNE


B 2037Z CG 2135 SITES LANCHA APPEARS TO BE FISHING LANCHA DEPARTS


SOUTH WHEN AIRPLANE SIGHTED


C 2043Z CGC STEELHEAD NOTIFIED AND DIVERT TO AREA


D 2047Z CG STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND NOTIFIED CG 33106 DIVERTED TO
AREA


E 2054Z CG 2135 OBSERVES LANCHA CROSS SOUTH OF US MEXICO BORDER


F 2100Z CG 2135 OBSERVES NO GEAR IN WATER DEPARTING AREA


G 2110Z SECTOR LEDO NOTIFIED


H 2113Z SECTOR RESPONSE NOTIFIED


I 2135Z D08 NOTIFIED


J 2240Z CG 2135 ON DECK


3 SORTIE DATA


A CG 2135 1 SORTIE 23 HRS


B CGC STEELHEAD 1 SORTIE 5 HRS


C CG 33106 1 SORTIE 5 HRS
BT


8570


NNNN







Subject
LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL EEZ INCURSION INTERDICTION 1 SITUATION A
CURRENT STATUS CLOSED AGENCY ACTION COMPLETE B NARRATIVE ON 07


JANUARY 2011 CG 33106 WAS PATROLLING THE MEXICAN
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Sat 08 Jan 2011 210924 0500


CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA9125 0090144 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA2182 0090156


R 090144ZJAN 11 ZUI ASNAET009204149
FM COGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DRIDREDPI
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG 531
INFO ZEN COGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD FIST CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOGARD STA PORT ARANSAS TX
ZENCOGARD STA PORT OCONNOR TX
ZENUSCGC AMBERJACK
ZENUSCGC MANATEE
ZENUSCGC STEELHEAD
ZENUSCGC BRANT
ZENCOMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX
BT


UNCLAS N16247
SUBJ LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL EEZ INCURSION INTERDICTION
1 SITUATION


A CURRENT STATUS CLOSED AGENCY ACTION COMPLETE


B NARRATIVE ON 07 JANUARY 2011 CG 33106 WAS PATROLLING THE MEXICAN
BORDER AT 2115Z CG 33106 SPOTTED A LANCHA WITH 03 PEOPLE ON BOARD IN


POSITION 260718N 0964241W APPROXIMATELY 7NM NORTH OF THE
MEXICAN BORDER AND 25NM OFFSHORE THE LANCHA WAS ON A HEADING OF 180


AT APPROXIMATELY 35 40 KTS CG 33106 CAME ALONG PORT SIDE OF THE


LANCHA AND ENERGIZED BLUE LIGHTS SIRENS AND LOUD HAILER TO ORDER
THEM TO STOP THE LANCHA BEGAN TO SLOW DOWN AND THEN TURNED TO PORT


TOWARDS THE CG 33106 STRIKING IT ON THE STARBOARD QUARTER BENDING THE
TAFT RAIL AFTER THE LANCHA STRUCK THE CG 33106 THEY CONTINUED TO


PORT AND CROSSED THE STERN OF CG 33106 THE CAPTAIN MR SISTER
HERNANDEZ DELGADO WAS ORDERED TO STOP HIS VESSEL THE CAPTAIN
IMMEDIATELY COMPLIED ALL THREE CREWMEMBERS WERE ORDERED TO THE BOW


OF THE LANCHA AFTER THE LANCHA WAS SECURED BOARDING OFFICER
CONTACTED STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND REQUESTING AN SNO FOR BOARDING
SEIZURE OF THE LANCHA CREW AND CATCH THE LANCHA HAD APPROXIMATELY
250 RED SNAPPER IN THEIR FISH BOX AND VARIOUS SPECIES OF SHARK ONCE


THE SNO WAS GRANTED FROM SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI CREW MEMBERS WERE
DETAINED AND PLACED ON BOARD THE CG 33106 CG 33106 TRANSITED TO


STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TO TRANSFER CUSTODY OF THE CREWMEMBERS TO


CUSTOMS BORDER PROTECTION AT 080250Z BORDER PATROL RECEIVED CUSTODY


OF THE THREE LANCHA CREWMEMBERS CATCH WAS DONATED TO LOCAL AGENCIES


C BOARDING DETAILSNTR







D VESSEL DESCRIPTION
VESSEL NAME KIMBERLY


VIN


TYPE MEXICAN FISHING LANCHA


HOME PORT PLAYA BAGHDAD


FLAG MX


HULL COLOR WHITE


SUPERSTRUCTURE COLOR NA
LENGTH 25 30 FT


E POB 03


2 ACTION


A 072115Z CG 33106 NOTIFIED STATION OF A LANCHA IN POSITION


260718N 0964241W ON A HEADING OF 180 WITH 03 POB
B 2121Z CG 33106 REPORTS LANCHA IS STOPPED IN POSITION


26051N 096397W WITH APPROXIMATELY 200 300 RED SNAPPER AND
VARIOUS SPECIES OF SHARK ON BOARD


C 2122Z CG 33106 REQUESTED SNO FOR BOARDING SEARCH AND
SEIZURE OF LANCHA CREW AND CATCH
D 2349Z CG 33106 RECIEVED APPROVAL FOR SNO ALL 03 LANCHA


CREWMEMBERS WERE DETAINED AND TRANSFERRED ON BOARD RTS
E 080213Z CG 33106 MOORED AT STATION


F 0250Z CUSTOMS BORDER PROTECTION ASSUMED CUSTODY OF 03


LANCHA CREWMEMBERS


3 FUTURE PLANS CG STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND WILL CONTINUE


CONDUCTING PATROLS ALONG THE USMEXICAN BORDER
4 AMPLIFYING INFORMATION LEUIN 011 11 MISLE 534392
5 POC BM2 STEPHEN K GARON 9563647440
BT


9125


NNNN


Subject
LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL EEZ INCURSION DETECTION 1 SITUATION A


PERIOD 101930Z TO 102228Z JAN 11 B CURRENT STATUS OF CASE CASE


CLOSED GEAR WAS CONFISCATED
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Mon 10 Jan 2011 214928 0500


CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA0882 0110218 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA3403 0110226
R 110218Z JAN 11 ZUI ASNAET011206572


FM COGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LADREDRIDRCMCDPI







ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG531CG3RPLCG 3RPF
INFO ZEN COGARD FIST BROWNSVILLE TX
ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOGARD STA PORT ARANSAS TX
ZENCOGARD STA PORT OCONNOR TX
ZENCOMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC
BT


UNCLAS N16247
SUBJ LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL EEZ INCURSION DETECTION


1 SITUATION


A PERIOD 101930Z TO 102228Z JAN 11


B CURRENT STATUS OF CASE CASE CLOSED GEAR WAS CONFISCATED
C NOTIFICATION COLD HIT


D NARRATIVE CG 33107 LOCATED LONG LINE GEAR WHILE ON ROUTINE


PATROL IN THE GULF OF MEXICO AT POSITION 25594N 097002W125NM
NORTH OF THE BORDER USMEXICO BORDER AND 9NM OFFSHORE CG 33107
RETRIEVED APPROXIMATELY 100YDS OF GEAR ONCE THE GEAR WAS RETRIEVED
CG 33107 RETURNED TO STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND


2 ACTION TAKEN


A 101930Z JAN 11 CG 33107 COMMENCED PATROL IN THE GULF OF


MEXICO


B 102147Z CG 33107 LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 100YDS OF LONG LINE


GEAR IN POSITION 25594N 097002W
C 102153Z CG 33107 RETRIEVED ALL OF THE LONG LINE GEAR


D 102228Z CG 33107 MOORED STATION


3 FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS STATION WILL CONTINUE TO PATROL


THE BORDER AND EEZ FOR LONG LINE GEAR AND GILL NETS


4 DISPOSITION SEIZED 01 SET OF LONG LINE GEAR


5 PARTICIPATION NTR
6 AMPLIFYING INFO


A 02 SHARKS


B CG 33107 1 SORTIE 3HRS
C MISLE ACTIVITY3924484


7 POC MK2 CHRISTOPHER GONZALEZ 9563647440
BT


0882


NNNN


Subject
NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION FOR ILLEGAL FISHING 1 On January 11
Department delivered notes to the embassies of Colombia Ecuador
Italy Panama Portugal and Venezuela notifying each that the
Secretary of Commerce would
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfilesmaildocgov







Date


Tue 11 Jan 2011 171932 0500


CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


OAAUZYUW RUEHCAA3156 0112207 UUUU RUCPDOC


ZNR UUUUU ZZH


0 R 112204Z JAN 11


FM SECSTATE WASHDC


TO RUEHBOAMEMBASSY BOGOTA
RUEHQTAMEMBASSY QUITO
RUEHROAMEMBASSY ROME
RUEHZPAMEMBASSY PANAMA
RUEHLIAMEMBASSY LISBON
RUEHCVAMEMBASSY CARACAS
INFO RUEHBSUSEU BRUSSELS
RUCPDOCDEPT OF COMMERCE WASHINGTON DC
BT


UNCLAS STATE 003156


COMMERCE FOR NOAA DAS SMITH AND NOAANMFSOIA LENT AND CIMO
EO 13526 NA
TAGS EFIS SENV PHSA


THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE


SUBJECT NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION FOR ILLEGAL FISHING


1 On January 11 Department delivered notes to the
embassies of Colombia Ecuador Italy Panama Portugal and
Venezuela notifying each that the Secretary of Commerce would
be delivering a report to Congress on the implementation of
the international provisions of the Magnuson Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006
which identifies each nation as having vessels that engaged
in illegal unreported and unregulated IUU fishing in 2009
or 2010 In the case of Italy and Panama which had been
similarly identified in the previous report to Congress in
2009 the notes also advised that both had been positively
certified as having taken sufficient corrective action with
regard to the earlier vesselsactivities Positive
certification means neither will face additional actions
such as port closures to its vessels or trade restrictive
measures at this time The text of the notes is provided in
paras 2 and 3 Although NOAA DAS for International
Fisheries Russell Smith also reached out directly to
counterparts in the fisheries management authorities of these
six countries on January 10 posts may also wish to ensure
that other appropriate host government officials are advised
of this action NOM has also provided Q A guidance see
par 4
2 Begin text of notes to Colombia Ecuador Portugal and
Venezuela


The Department of State refers the Embassy of nation to the
reauthorization of the primary US fisheries management law
the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act the Act which was signed into law
January 2007
The Act includes a number of new provisions related to
international fisheries including a call for the United
States to work through various multilateral fora such as
regional fisheries management organizations to address







illegal unreported and unregulated fishing and bycatch of
protected living marine resources The Act charges the
United States to work with other nations to promote improved
monitoring control and surveillance of international
fisheries to improve the effectiveness of multilateral
fisheries governance and to build capacity in other nations
for sustainable fisheries and regulatory enforcement
The Act also requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit to
the United States Congress a biennial report listing nations
identified as having vessels engaged in illegal unreported
and unregulated fishing at any time during the preceding two
years The United States shall then initiate consultations
with identified nations for the purpose of encouraging
appropriate corrective action with respect to the activities
of the fishing vessels cited in the biennial report
Pursuant to the Act the absence of appropriate corrective
actions to address these activities by the next biennial
report may lead to the denial of port privileges for vessels
of that nation prohibitions on the importation of certain
fisheries products into the United States from that nation
or other measures When determining if appropriate
corrective actions have been taken the United States will
take into account whether the nation provided documentary
evidence of actions taken or the relevant regional fishery
management organization has adopted effective measures to
address the activities described in the biennial report
The second biennial report will be transmitted to Congress on
January 12 2011 the text of which will also be made
available at


httn wwwnmfsnoaaaovmsa2007intlnrovisionshtml In it
nation will be one of six nations identified as having


vessels engaged in illegal unreported and unregulated
fishing in 2009 or 2010
The United States is pleased to initiate consultations with
the Government of nation on actions it is taking to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing To that end
the United States proposes that bilateral consultations on
this issue be held either in Washington or capital within
the next three months


End text


START OF SECTION 2


COMMERCE FOR NOAA DAS SMITH AND NOAANMFSOIA LENT AND CIMO
EO 13526 NA
TAGS EFIS SENV PHSA
SUBJECT NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION FOR ILLEGAL FISHING


3 Begin text of notes to Italy and Panama
The Department of State refers the Embassy of nation to the
reauthorization of the primary US fisheries management law
the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act the Act which was signed into law
January 2007
The Act includes a number of new provisions related to
international fisheries including a call for the United
States to work through various multilateral fora such as
regional fisheries management organizations to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing and bycatch of
protected living marine resources The Act charges the
United States to work with other nations to promote improved
monitoring control and surveillance of international
fisheries to improve the effectiveness of multilateral







fisheries governance and to build capacity in other nations
for sustainable fisheries and regulatory enforcement
The Act also requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit to
the United States Congress a biennial report listing nations
identified as having vessels engaged in illegal unreported
and unregulated fishing at any time during the preceding two
years The United States shall then initiate consultations
with identified nations for the purpose of encouraging
appropriate corrective action with respect to the activities
of the fishing vessels cited in the biennial report
Pursuant to the Act the absence of appropriate corrective
actions to address these activities by the next biennial
report may lead to the denial of port privileges for vessels
of that nation prohibitions on the importation of certain
fisheries products into the United States from that nation
or other measures When determining if appropriate
corrective actions have been taken the United States will
take into account whether the nation provided documentary
evidence of actions taken or the relevant regional fishery
management organization has adopted effective measures to
address the activities described in the biennial report
The second biennial report will be transmitted to Congress on
January 12 2011 the text of which will also be made
available at


httn wwwnmfsnoaaaovmsa2007intlnrovisionshtml In it
nation will be one of six nations identified as having


vessels engaged in illegal unreported and unregulated
fishing in 2009 or 2010
Nation was also similarly identified in the 2009 Biennial
Report to Congress for actions by its vessels in 2007 or
2008 Following bilateral consultations the United States
has found that nation has taken appropriate corrective
action in regard to the activities of its vessels that led to
that identification therefore the upcoming report will
also announce that nation has been positively certified and
no further action will be taken regarding the actions of
those vessels


The United States is pleased to initiate consultations with
the Government of nation on actions it is taking to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing To that end
the United States proposes that bilateral consultations on
this issue be held either in Washington or capital within
the next three months


End text


4 Begin Q A Guidance from NOAA


1 How did NOAA determine it would identify these 6 countries
NOAA collected information on illegal unreported and
unregulated IUU fishing activities in 2009 and 2010 from a
variety of sources including constituencies and the general
public solicited via a Federal Register notice the
Regional Fishery Management Organizations RFMO and other
sources RFMO documents were reviewed including annual
reports compliance committee meeting summaries and reports
and IUU vessel lists The team also searched US Coast


Guard foreign government press and NGO reports The team
analyzed data about the fishing activities of more than 50
countries in the process This information was reviewed by
NOAA in collaboration with the Department of State and USTR
and included outreach to various countries to follow up on
information received This time intensive and comprehensive







process resulted in the identification of six countries
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2 What specifically did vessels from each country do that
got them identified
Generic response
The six nations had fishing vessels that did not comply with
measures agreed to under various international fishery
management organizations such as closed fishing seasons
vessel registry lists and a ban on the use of driftnets
Other violations included illegal gear modifications fishing
without authorization and possession of undersized bluefin
tuna


The nations being identified in the 2011 Biennial Report to
Congress and the basis for their identification are
Colombia


Vessels did not adhere to fishing closure periods for
tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean adopted by the
Inter American Tropical Tuna Commission IATTC


Vessels fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Ecuador


Vessels fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Vessels fished during closure periods for tuna in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean in violation of IATTC rules


One vessel increased its fishing capacity contrary to an
IATTC rule


Italy
Vessels used illegal fishing gear to catch swordfish and


bluefin tuna in violation of rules of the International


Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas ICCAT
Panama


Vessels did not adhere to fishing closure periods for
tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean as required under IATTC
rules


One vessel fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Portugal
Vessels illegally modified gear in violation of Northwest


Atlantic Fisheries Organization NAFO rules
Venezuela


Vessels fished during closure periods for tuna in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean in violation of IATTC rules


And why are these actions harmful to the United States
These conservation and management measures apply to target
stocks that are shared with the United States


3 What is the difference between identification and


certification


Identification is the first step in a threestep process of
identification consultation and certification
Identification launches a consultation process that engages
the United States the identified countries and relevant
RFMOs Following these consultations the United States will
determine for each identified country whether it should be
certified positively or negatively Negative certification
will lead to lack of port access for fishing vessels of that







nation and could lead to import restrictions on products
associated with the IUU fishing activity of that nation
4 Why is the report coming out at the same time as the final
rule that establishes identification and certification


procedures
The statute requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit a
biennial report to Congress on January 12 2011 including a
list of identified countries The statute also requires
rulemaking for the certification process In the interest of
a transparency and participation NOAA Fisheries decided to
also conduct rulemaking on the identification process as
well as the certification process
5 What happens now and when will certifications be made
The identification launches a consultation process with these
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countries on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis
NOAA will officially notify these countries of their
identification and establish opportunities for engagement
Certifications will be announced in the next report to
Congress January 2013
6 How can these countries avoid a certification


Certification will occur positive or negative A positive
certification implies that the identified nation andor the
relevant RFMO has taken appropriate effective steps to
address the IUU activities of their vessels


7 What is the goal of this new process
The United States is committed to working bilaterally and
multilaterally to address IUU fishing in order to ensure that
the legal fishery whether US or others is not penalized by
this activity Further the United States wishes to ensure
that its own import market a significant source of global
demand for seafood does not encourage or reward illegal
activity
End Q A
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Corrected copy text of notes 1 On January 11 Department
delivered notes to the
From
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Date


Tue 11 Jan 2011 173930 0500
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EO 13526 NA
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THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE


SUBJECT CORRECTED COPY NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION
FOR ILLEGAL FISHING


Corrected copy text of notes
1 On January 11 Department delivered notes to the
embassies of Colombia Ecuador Italy Panama Portugal and
Venezuela notifying each that the Secretary of Commerce would
be delivering a report to Congress on the implementation of
the international provisions of the Magnuson Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006
which identifies each nation as having vessels that engaged
in illegal unreported and unregulated IUU fishing in 2009
or 2010 In the case of Italy and Panama which had been
similarly identified in the previous report to Congress in
2009 the notes also advised that both had been positively
certified as having taken sufficient corrective action with
regard to the earlier vesselsactivities Positive
certification means neither will face additional actions
such as port closures to its vessels or trade restrictive
measures at this time The text of the notes is provided in
paras 2 and 3 Although NOAA DAS for International
Fisheries Russell Smith also reached out directly to
counterparts in the fisheries management authorities of these
six countries on January 10 posts may also wish to ensure
that other appropriate host government officials are advised
of this action NOM has also provided Q A guidance see
par 4
2 Begin text of notes to Colombia Ecuador Portugal and
Venezuela


The Department of State refers the Embassy of nation to
the reauthorization of the primary US fisheries management
law the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act the Act which was signed into law
January 2007
The Act includes a number of new provisions related to







international fisheries including a call for the United
States to work through various multilateral fora such as
regional fisheries management organizations to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing and bycatch of
protected living marine resources The Act charges the
United States to work with other nations to promote improved
monitoring control and surveillance of international
fisheries to improve the effectiveness of multilateral
fisheries governance and to build capacity in other nations
for sustainable fisheries and regulatory enforcement
The Act also requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit to
the United States Congress a biennial report listing nations
identified as having vessels engaged in illegal unreported
and unregulated fishing at any time during the preceding two
years The United States shall then initiate consultations
with identified nations for the purpose of encouraging
appropriate corrective action with respect to the activities
of the fishing vessels cited in the biennial report
Pursuant to the Act the absence of appropriate corrective
actions to address these activities by the next biennial
report may lead to the denial of port privileges for vessels
of that nation prohibitions on the importation of certain
fisheries products into the United States from that nation
or other measures When determining if appropriate
corrective actions have been taken the United States will
take into account whether the nation provided documentary
evidence of actions taken or the relevant regional fishery
management organization has adopted effective measures to
address the activities described in the biennial report
The second biennial report will be transmitted to Congress on
January 12 2011 the text of which will also be made
available at


hen wwwnmfsnoaaaovmsa2007intlnrovisionshtml In it
nation will be one of six nations identified as having
vessels engaged in illegal unreported and unregulated
fishing in 2009 or 2010
The United States is pleased to initiate consultations with
the Government of nation on actions it is taking to
address illegal unreported and unregulated fishing To
that end the United States proposes that bilateral
consultations on this issue be held either in Washington or
capital within the next three months


START OF SECTION 2


COMMERCE FOR NOAA DAS SMITH AND NOAANMFSOIA LENT AND CIMO
EO 13526 NA
TAGS EFIS SENV PHSA
SUBJECT CORRECTED COPY NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION


FOR ILLEGAL FISHING


End text


3 Begin text of notes to Italy and Panama
The Department of State refers the Embassy of nation to
the reauthorization of the primary US fisheries management
law the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act the Act which was signed into law
January 2007
The Act includes a number of new provisions related to
international fisheries including a call for the United
States to work through various multilateral fora such as
regional fisheries management organizations to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing and bycatch of







protected living marine resources The Act charges the
United States to work with other nations to promote improved
monitoring control and surveillance of international
fisheries to improve the effectiveness of multilateral
fisheries governance and to build capacity in other nations
for sustainable fisheries and regulatory enforcement
The Act also requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit to
the United States Congress a biennial report listing nations
identified as having vessels engaged in illegal unreported
and unregulated fishing at any time during the preceding two
years The United States shall then initiate consultations
with identified nations for the purpose of encouraging
appropriate corrective action with respect to the activities
of the fishing vessels cited in the biennial report
Pursuant to the Act the absence of appropriate corrective
actions to address these activities by the next biennial
report may lead to the denial of port privileges for vessels
of that nation prohibitions on the importation of certain
fisheries products into the United States from that nation
or other measures When determining if appropriate
corrective actions have been taken the United States will
take into account whether the nation provided documentary
evidence of actions taken or the relevant regional fishery
management organization has adopted effective measures to
address the activities described in the biennial report
The second biennial report will be transmitted to Congress on
January 12 2011 the text of which will also be made
available at


httn wwwnmfsnoaaaovmsa2007intlnrovisionshtml In it
nation will be one of six nations identified as having
vessels engaged in illegal unreported and unregulated
fishing in 2009 or 2010
Nation was also similarly identified in the 2009 Biennial
Report to Congress for actions by its vessels in 2007 or
2008 Following bilateral consultations the United States
has found that nation has taken appropriate corrective
action in regard to the activities of its vessels that led to
that identification therefore the upcoming report will
also announce that nation has been positively certified
and no further action will be taken regarding the actions of
those vessels


The United States is pleased to initiate consultations with
the Government of nation on actions it is taking to
address illegal unreported and unregulated fishing To
that end the United States proposes that bilateral
consultations on this issue be held either in Washington or
capital within the next three months
End text


4 Begin Q A Guidance from NOAA


1 How did NOAA determine it would identify these 6 countries
NOAA collected information on illegal unreported and
unregulated IUU fishing activities in 2009 and 2010 from a
variety of sources including constituencies and the general
public solicited via a Federal Register notice the
Regional Fishery Management Organizations RFMO and other
sources RFMO documents were reviewed including annual
reports compliance committee meeting summaries and reports
and IUU vessel lists The team also searched US Coast


Guard foreign government press and NGO reports The team
analyzed data about the fishing activities of more than 50







countries in the process This information was reviewed by
NOAA in collaboration with the Department of State and USTR
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and included outreach to various countries to follow up on
information received This timeintensive and comprehensive
process resulted in the identification of six countries
2 What specifically did vessels from each country do that
got them identified
Generic response
The six nations had fishing vessels that did not comply with
measures agreed to under various international fishery
management organizations such as closed fishing seasons
vessel registry lists and a ban on the use of driftnets
Other violations included illegal gear modifications fishing
without authorization and possession of undersized bluefin
tuna


The nations being identified in the 2011 Biennial Report to
Congress and the basis for their identification are
Colombia


Vessels did not adhere to fishing closure periods for
tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean adopted by the
Inter American Tropical Tuna Commission IATTC


Vessels fished in the IATTC Convention Area without
authorization


Ecuador


Vessels fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Vessels fished during closure periods for tuna in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean in violation of IATTC rules


One vessel increased its fishing capacity contrary to an
IATTC rule


Italy
Vessels used illegal fishing gear to catch swordfish and


bluefin tuna in violation of rules of the International


Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas ICCAT
Panama


Vessels did not adhere to fishing closure periods for
tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean as required under IATTC
rules


One vessel fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Portugal
Vessels illegally modified gear in violation of Northwest


Atlantic Fisheries Organization NAFO rules
Venezuela


Vessels fished during closure periods for tuna in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean in violation of IATTC rules


And why are these actions harmful to the United States
These conservation and management measures apply to target
stocks that are shared with the United States


3 What is the difference between identification and


certification


Identification is the first step in a threestep process of
identification consultation and certification
Identification launches a consultation process that engages







the United States the identified countries and relevant
RFMOs Following these consultations the United States will
determine for each identified country whether it should be
certified positively or negatively Negative certification
will lead to lack of port access for fishing vessels of that
nation and could lead to import restrictions on products
associated with the IUU fishing activity of that nation
4 Why is the report coming out at the same time as the final
rule that establishes identification and certification


procedures
The statute requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit a
biennial report to Congress on January 12 2011 including a
list of identified countries The statute also requires
rulemaking for the certification process In the interest of
a transparency and participation NOAA Fisheries decided to
also conduct rulemaking on the identification process as
well as the certification process
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5 What happens now and when will certifications be made
The identification launches a consultation process with these
countries on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis
NOAA will officially notify these countries of their
identification and establish opportunities for engagement
Certifications will be announced in the next report to
Congress January 2013
6 How can these countries avoid a certification


Certification will occur positive or negative A positive
certification implies that the identified nation andor the
relevant RFMO has taken appropriate effective steps to
address the IUU activities of their vessels


7 What is the goal of this new process
The United States is committed to working bilaterally and
multilaterally to address IUU fishing in order to ensure that
the legal fishery whether US or others is not penalized by
this activity Further the United States wishes to ensure
that its own import market a significant source of global
demand for seafood does not encourage or reward illegal
activity
End Q A
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SUBJECT TRAVEL WARNING NEPAL


1 The Department of State warns US citizens of the
potential risks of traveling to Nepal and urges caution
when traveling in that country The Department of State
remains concerned about the security situation in Nepal
US citizens are urged to obtain updated security
information before traveling and they should be prepared
to change their plans on short notice This replaces the
Travel Warning for Nepal dated June 15 2010 to update
information on the security and political situation and
to advise travelers about the continuing possibility of
political demonstrations unrest and concerns about
travel in Nepal by road and air
2 Nepal has experienced significant political violence
in the past and although there have been markedly fewer
major disturbances in recent months political tensions
remain Protests demonstrations and disruptions







continue to occur often without advance notice In a
strike imposed by the Unified CPN Maoist Party on May 3
7 2010 business and transportation were brought to a
standstill During this strike large demonstrations
were held and incidents of localized violence occurred


During past demonstrations some protestors forcibly
closed businesses damaged vehicles burned tires to
block traffic threw rocks and used sling shots with
petrol bombs to provoke security forces into clashes
Given the nature intensity and unpredictability of past
disturbances US citizens are urged to exercise special
caution during announced demonstrations avoid areas
where demonstrations are occurring or crowds are forming
avoid road travel and maintain a low profile Curfews
can be announced with little or no advance notice US


citizens should consult media sources and enroll with the


Embassy see instructions below for current security
information The US Embassy in Kathmandu continues to
monitor the political situation in Nepal closely and
advises US citizens that the potential remains for
spontaneous demonstrations and political unrest which
could escalate into violence You should stay current on
media coverage of local events and be aware of your
surroundings at all times
3 As in urban centers worldwide crime in the Kathmandu
Valley and in the major cities of Nepal encompasses
murder sexual assault and armed robbery Police
resources to combat such crimes are limited Theft and


muggings occasionally occur in popular tourist and
trekking areas such as Chitwan Pokhara the Annapurna
region and the Thamel area of Kathmandu and female
travelers can encounter harassment especially if
traveling alone Trekkers have been robbed by small
groups of young men even on popular trails
4 Visitors to Nepal should practice good personal
security when moving about and avoid walking alone after
dark carrying large sums of cash or wearing expensive
jewelry Women are advised to pay attention to local
customs and dress appropriately in public In several
reported incidents tourists have had their belongings
stolen from their rooms while they slept There has been
an increase in the number of fraudulent schemes


perpetrated against tourists These schemes involve
requesting the traveler assistance particularly
financial assistance in establishing shipping routes or
business contacts with the United States or other


countries involving jewelry antiquities or carpets
promising huge returns
5 The US Embassy in Kathmandu strongly recommends
that you do not hike alone or become separated from
larger traveling parties while on a trail Solo trekking
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is dangerous has contributed to injuries and deaths and
makes an individual more vulnerable to criminals


Foreign trekkers have gone missing while trekking alone
The safest option for trekkers is to join an organized







group andor use a reputable trekking company that
provides an experienced guide and porters who communicate
in both Nepali and English Destruction of telephone
services in many trekking areas has complicated efforts
to locate US citizens and make arrangements for medical
evacuations when needed US citizens are strongly
encouraged to contact the US Embassy in Kathmandu for
the latest security information and to share their
itinerary before undertaking treks outside the Kathmandu
Valley see the Smart Traveler Enrollment ProgramEmbassy
Location section below Trekkers also are advised to
leave their itinerary with family or friends in the
United States and to check in at police checkpoints where
trekking permits are logged
6 Travel in Nepal by road or air can be dangerous
Please refer to our Country Specific Information for
Nepal at
http travelstateaovtravelcis na twhiscis 980html
for further details Most US official travel outside


the Kathmandu Valley including by air requires specific
clearance by the US Embassy Regional Security
Officer Active duty US military and Department of
Defense contractors must obtain US Embassy clearance in
advance for official and personal travel to Nepal
7 The US government designation of the Communist
Party of Nepal Maoist as a Specially Designated Global
Terrorist organization under Executive Order 13224 and
its inclusion on the Terrorist Exclusion List pursuant
to the Immigration and Nationality Act remain in effect
These two designations make Maoists excludable from entry
into the United States without a waiver and bar US


citizens from contributing funds goods or services to
or for the benefit of the Maoists
8 US citizens who choose to visit or remain in Nepal
despite this Travel Warning are encouraged to enroll with
the US Embassy through the State Department Smart
Traveler Enrollment Program STEPat
https travelreaistrationstateaovibrsui and to


obtain updated information on travel and security within
Nepal The US Embassy in Nepal can be found on the
internet at http nenalusembassvaov US citizens
without internet access may enroll directly with the US
Embassy during the hours of 130 pm and 430 pm
Monday to Friday when the American Citizens Services
section is open to the public Telling the Embassy about
your trip makes it easier for us to contact you in case
of an emergency The US Embassy is located at
Maharajgunj The Consular Section can be reached at 977
1400 7200 400 7201 The number for afterhours
emergencies involving US citizens is 9771400 7266
400 7269 The fax number is 9771400 7281 The


Consulate email address is consktm@stategov
9 Current information on travel and security in Nepal
may also be obtained from the Department of State by
calling 1888 407 4747 toll free in the United States and
Canada or for callers outside the United States and
Canada a regular toll line at 1202 501 4444 For
further information please consult the Country Specific
Information for Nepal at
http travelstateaovtravelcis Da twhiscis 980html







registration
10 Stay up to date by bookmarking our Bureau of
Consular Affairs website at http travelstateaov
which contains the current Travel Warnings
http travel stateggvtravelcis na twawtw 1764html


and Travel Alerts
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http travel stategovtravelcis na tw na 1766html


as well as the Worldwide Caution


http travelstateQovtravelcis na tws2ana 4787html
Follow us on Twitter at httn twittercomtravelaov


and the Bureau of Consular Affairs page on Facebook at
httn wwwfacebookcomtravelaov as well
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re Fwd Cables
Date Wednesday January 12 2011 13424 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


vewy intewesting
LOL


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi I just talked to her She is more than happy to talk to you FYI
she is very high energy person She is extremely smart and competent
too Just some people are caught offguard when they first meet her
how high energy she is Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote


Gracias


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Yes you should talk to Laura Cimo in the NMFS FIA She can be
reached at 301 713 9090 I will let her know to expect your call I
will also forward the Report Congress that just got released Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Alexis


Is there anyone handling the IUU stuff we should talk to prior to
any TED inspection trips to Colombia or Ecuador in case any
questions are posed to the team during potential meetings with
fishery officials It probably wont come up but given Ecuadors
situation of phasing out shrimp fishing we will likely again meet
with their head fishery folks If nothing other than a contact
name to provide to them if asked
Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Cables


Date Wed 12 Jan 2011 120319 0500
From NMFSIACABLES NMFSIACables@noaagov
To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
AlSamuels@noaagov BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
BeckyRootes@noaagov Cheri Mccarty CheriMccarty@noaagov
Steven Wilson StevenWilson@noaagov Diana Figueroa
DianaFigueroa@noaagov DavidDetlor@noaagov Dean Swanson
DeanSwanson@noaagov Greg Schneider GregSchneider@noaagov
JanineGalloway@noaagov Jean Pierre Ple
JeanPierrePle@noaagov Jennifer Olson


JenniferOlson@noaagov JenniferAnderson@noaagov
JimHerkelrath@noaagovJimMccallum@noaagov
JohnDKelly@noaagov JohnMitchell@noaagov
Judson Feder@noaagov Kelly Denit KellyDenit@noaagov Kimberly
Blankenbeker Kimberly Blankenbeker@noaagov
KristyLong@noaagov LindaChaves@noaagov Liz English
LizEnglish @noaagov MarkMurray Brown @noaagov
MikiHirano@noaagov Nancy Daves NancyDaves@noaagov
NancyThompson@noaagov NedCyr@noaagov NicoleLeboeuf@noaagov
OthaEasley@noaagov PamMoen@noaagov PatMoran@noaagov







PatKurkul@noaagov PatrickOpay@noaagov Paul Niemeier
PaulNiemeier@noaagov Rebecca Lent RebeccaLent@noaagov
ScotYamashita@noaagov Stephen K Brown @noaagov
SteveMurawski@noaagovTomHourigan TomHourigan@noaagov
JessicaKondel@noaagovStuartCory@noaagov
LauraTezer@noaagov Kevin Painter@noaagov
MartinaSagapolu@noaagov CharlesRaterman@noaagov
EIIenMMcQueen @noaagov KathyScola@NoaaGov
mariaholliday@noaagov MicheleJoubert@noaagov
KimberlySpeech @noaagov KarenNiki@noaagov
JoannMclean@noaagov KarenHeiseGentile@noaagov
LouiseWong@noaagov BrendaGSmith@noaagov
MaryannAllen@noaagov Diane Tierney DianeTierney@noaagov
BradWiley@noaagov CaseyOravetz@noaagov LauraCimo@noaagov
Jeffrey Ray JeffreyRay@noaagov Joseph Brenner
JosephBrenner@noaagov Loh Lee Low LohLeeLow@noaagov
Frank Lockhart FrankLockhart@noaagov Heidi Hermsmeyer
HeidiHermsmeyer@noaagov Peggy Solomon
PeggySolomon@noaagov Karolyn Potter KarolynPotter@noaagov
Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov RaymondClarke
RaymondClarke@noaagov Michael Seki MichaelSeki@noaagov
Dawn Graham DawnGraham@noaagov Meghan Donahue
MeghanDonahue@noaagov T Reed TReed@noaagov
PeterOppenheimer@noaagov Angela Somma AngelaSomma@noaagov
Christopher Rogers ChristopherRogers@noaagov Rebecca McMahon
RebeccaMcMahon@noaagov Michael Abbey MichaelAbbey@noaagov
Teresa Turk TeresaTurk@noaagov Derek Campbell
DerekCampbell @noaagov Jennifer Schull
JenniferSchull@noaagov David OBrien DavidOBrien@noaagov
Ricardo Ramos RicardoRamos@noaagov Russell Smith


RussellSmith@noaagov Todd Dubois ToddDubois@noaagov


Please note the following cables cannot be transmitted electronically
They will be available from FIA in hard copy for the next two weeks
After this time they will be shredded Please contact Jennifer
Olson3017132276 if you would like a copy of the following cables


The Sensitive Unclassified cables are NONE


The Unclassified cables are SEE ATTACHED


Subject
LAW ENFORCEMENT LANCHA SIGHTING 01 LANCHA SIGHTED 38 NM
OFFSHORE AND 7 NM NORTH OF USMX BORDER MISLE ACTIVITY 3922957 1
SITUATION A CG 2135 WHILE ON PATROL SIGHTED ONE MEXICAN FISHING


LANCHA DIW AND
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Fri 07 Jan 2011 234923 0500


CC







tcccableverification@maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA8570 0080218 UUUU RUCPDC
ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA1663 0080437


R 080218Z JAN 11 ZUI ASNAET008203375


FM COMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDRIDPIDRM
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC
INFO ZENCOGARD AIRSTA CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX
ZENCOGARD FIST CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOGARD FIST BROWNSVILLE TX
ZENCOGARD INVSER CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENUSCGC BRANT
ZENUSCGC AMBERJACK
ZENUSCGC STEELHEAD
ZENUSCGC MANATEE
RHMFIUUCJTF 6 FT BLISS TX J3
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VALANT3R
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
BT


UNCLAS N16210
SUBJ LAW ENFORCEMENT LANCHA SIGHTING 01 LANCHA SIGHTED 38 NM
OFFSHORE AND 7 NM NORTH OF USMX BORDER MISLE ACTIVITY 3922957
1 SITUATION


A CG 2135 WHILE ON PATROL SIGHTED ONE MEXICAN FISHING LANCHA DIW AND


APPEARED TO BE ENGAGED IN FISHING LANCHA SIGHTED CG 2135 AND GOT


UNDERWAY HEADING SOUTH LANCHA WAS COMPELLED SOUTH OF THE USMX
BORDER


B REPORTING SOURCE CG 2135


C POSITION 26076N 096269W


D NUMBER OF LANCHAS 01
E NUMBER OF POB 03


F ACTIVITY FISHING


G SEA STATE 1 FT


H VISIBILITY 10 NM


I WINDS CALM


J CEILING 4000 FT


2 ACTION TAKEN


A 072001Z CG 2135 AIRBORNE


B 2037Z CG 2135 SITES LANCHA APPEARS TO BE FISHING LANCHA DEPARTS


SOUTH WHEN AIRPLANE SIGHTED


C 2043Z CGC STEELHEAD NOTIFIED AND DIVERT TO AREA


D 2047Z CG STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND NOTIFIED CG 33106 DIVERTED TO
AREA


E 2054Z CG 2135 OBSERVES LANCHA CROSS SOUTH OF US MEXICO BORDER


F 2100Z CG 2135 OBSERVES NO GEAR IN WATER DEPARTING AREA


G 2110Z SECTOR LEDO NOTIFIED


H 2113Z SECTOR RESPONSE NOTIFIED


I 2135Z D08 NOTIFIED


J 2240Z CG 2135 ON DECK


3 SORTIE DATA


A CG 2135 1 SORTIE 23 HRS


B CGC STEELHEAD 1 SORTIE 5 HRS


C CG 33106 1 SORTIE 5 HRS
BT







8570


NNNN


Subject
LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL EEZ INCURSION INTERDICTION 1 SITUATION
A CURRENT STATUS CLOSED AGENCY ACTION COMPLETE B NARRATIVE ON


07 JANUARY 2011 CG 33106 WAS PATROLLING THE MEXICAN
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Sat 08 Jan 2011 210924 0500


CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA9125 0090144 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA2182 0090156


R 090144Z JAN 11 ZUI ASNAET009204149


FM COGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DRIDREDPI
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG 531
INFO ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
RUCPDCNOAH NMFS WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD FIST CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOGARD STA PORT ARANSAS TX
ZENCOGARD STA PORT OCONNOR TX
ZENUSCGC AMBERJACK
ZENUSCGC MANATEE
ZENUSCGC STEELHEAD
ZENUSCGC BRANT
ZENCOMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX
BT


UNCLAS N16247
SUBJ LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL EEZ INCURSION INTERDICTION
1 SITUATION


A CURRENT STATUS CLOSED AGENCY ACTION COMPLETE


B NARRATIVE ON 07 JANUARY 2011 CG 33106 WAS PATROLLING THE MEXICAN
BORDER AT 2115Z CG 33106 SPOTTED A LANCHA WITH 03 PEOPLE ON BOARD IN


POSITION 260718N 0964241W APPROXIMATELY 7NM NORTH OF THE
MEXICAN BORDER AND 25NM OFFSHORE THE LANCHA WAS ON A HEADING OF 180


AT APPROXIMATELY 35 40 KTS CG 33106 CAME ALONG PORT SIDE OF THE


LANCHA AND ENERGIZED BLUE LIGHTS SIRENS AND LOUD HAILER TO ORDER
THEM TO STOP THE LANCHA BEGAN TO SLOW DOWN AND THEN TURNED TO PORT


TOWARDS THE CG 33106 STRIKING IT ON THE STARBOARD QUARTER BENDING THE







TAFT RAIL AFTER THE LANCHA STRUCK THE CG 33106 THEY CONTINUED TO


PORT AND CROSSED THE STERN OF CG 33106 THE CAPTAIN MR SISTER
HERNANDEZ DELGADO WAS ORDERED TO STOP HIS VESSEL THE CAPTAIN
IMMEDIATELY COMPLIED ALL THREE CREWMEMBERS WERE ORDERED TO THE BOW


OF THE LANCHA AFTER THE LANCHA WAS SECURED BOARDING OFFICER
CONTACTED STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND REQUESTING AN SNO FOR BOARDING
SEIZURE OF THE LANCHA CREW AND CATCH THE LANCHA HAD APPROXIMATELY
250 RED SNAPPER IN THEIR FISH BOX AND VARIOUS SPECIES OF SHARK ONCE


THE SNO WAS GRANTED FROM SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI CREW MEMBERS WERE
DETAINED AND PLACED ON BOARD THE CG 33106 CG 33106 TRANSITED TO


STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TO TRANSFER CUSTODY OF THE CREWMEMBERS TO


CUSTOMS BORDER PROTECTION AT 080250Z BORDER PATROL RECEIVED CUSTODY


OF THE THREE LANCHA CREWMEMBERS CATCH WAS DONATED TO LOCAL AGENCIES


C BOARDING DETAILSNTR


D VESSEL DESCRIPTION


VESSEL NAME KIMBERLY
VIN


TYPE MEXICAN FISHING LANCHA


HOME PORT PLAYA BAGHDAD


FLAG MX


HULL COLOR WHITE


SUPERSTRUCTURE COLOR NA
LENGTH 25 30 FT


E POB 03


2 ACTION


A 072115Z CG 33106 NOTIFIED STATION OF A LANCHA IN POSITION


260718N 0964241W ON A HEADING OF 180 WITH 03 POB
B 2121Z CG 33106 REPORTS LANCHA IS STOPPED IN POSITION


26051N 096397W WITH APPROXIMATELY 200 300 RED SNAPPER AND
VARIOUS SPECIES OF SHARK ON BOARD


C 2122Z CG 33106 REQUESTED SNO FOR BOARDING SEARCH AND
SEIZURE OF LANCHA CREW AND CATCH
D 2349Z CG 33106 RECIEVED APPROVAL FOR SNO ALL 03 LANCHA


CREWMEMBERS WERE DETAINED AND TRANSFERRED ON BOARD RTS
E 080213Z CG 33106 MOORED AT STATION
F 0250Z CUSTOMS BORDER PROTECTION ASSUMED CUSTODY OF 03


LANCHA CREWMEMBERS


3 FUTURE PLANS CG STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND WILL CONTINUE


CONDUCTING PATROLS ALONG THE USMEXICAN BORDER
4 AMPLIFYING INFORMATION LEUIN 011 11 MISLE 534392
5 POC BM2 STEPHEN K GARON 9563647440
BT


9125
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Subject
LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL EEZ INCURSION DETECTION 1 SITUATION A


PERIOD 101930Z TO 102228Z JAN 11 B CURRENT STATUS OF CASE CASE







CLOSED GEAR WAS CONFISCATED
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Mon 10 Jan 2011 214928 0500


CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA0882 0110218 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA3403 0110226
R 110218Z JAN 11 ZUI ASNAET011206572


FM COGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDRIDRCMCDPI
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG 531CG 3RPLCG3RPF
INFO ZENCOGARD FIST BROWNSVILLE TX
ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOGARD STA PORT ARANSAS TX
ZENCOGARD STA PORT OCONNOR TX
ZENCOMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC
BT


UNCLAS N16247
SUBJ LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL EEZ INCURSION DETECTION


1 SITUATION


A PERIOD 101930Z TO 102228Z JAN 11


B CURRENT STATUS OF CASE CASE CLOSED GEAR WAS CONFISCATED
C NOTIFICATION COLD HIT


D NARRATIVE CG 33107 LOCATED LONG LINE GEAR WHILE ON ROUTINE


PATROL IN THE GULF OF MEXICO AT POSITION 25594N 097002W125NM
NORTH OF THE BORDER USMEXICO BORDER AND 9NM OFFSHORE CG 33107
RETRIEVED APPROXIMATELY 100YDS OF GEAR ONCE THE GEAR WAS RETRIEVED
CG 33107 RETURNED TO STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND


2 ACTION TAKEN


A 101930Z JAN 11 CG 33107 COMMENCED PATROL IN THE GULF OF


MEXICO


B 102147Z CG 33107 LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 100YDS OF LONG LINE


GEAR IN POSITION 25594N 097002W


C 102153Z CG 33107 RETRIEVED ALL OF THE LONG LINE GEAR


D 102228Z CG 33107 MOORED STATION


3 FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS STATION WILL CONTINUE TO PATROL


THE BORDER AND EEZ FOR LONG LINE GEAR AND GILL NETS


4 DISPOSITION SEIZED 01 SET OF LONG LINE GEAR


5 PARTICIPATION NTR


6 AMPLIFYING INFO


A 02 SHARKS


B CG 33107 1 SORTIE 3HRS
C MISLE ACTIVITY3924484


7 POC MK2 CHRISTOPHER GONZALEZ 9563647440
BT


0882
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Subject
NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION FOR ILLEGAL FISHING 1 On January
11 Department delivered notes to the embassies of Colombia
Ecuador Italy Panama Portugal and Venezuela notifying each that
the Secretary of Commerce would
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Tue 11 Jan 2011 171932 0500


CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


OAAUZYUW RUEHCAA3156 0112207 UUUU RUCPDOC


ZNR UUUUU ZZH


0 R 112204Z JAN 11


FM SECSTATE WASHDC


TO RUEHBOAMEMBASSY BOGOTA
RUEHQTAMEMBASSY QUITO
RUEHROAMEMBASSY ROME
RUEHZPAMEMBASSY PANAMA
RUEHLIAMEMBASSY LISBON
RUEHCVAMEMBASSY CARACAS
INFO RUEHBSUSEU BRUSSELS
RUCPDOCDEPT OF COMMERCE WASHINGTON DC
BT


UNCLAS STATE 003156


COMMERCE FOR NOAA DAS SMITH AND NOAANMFSOIA LENT AND CIMO
EO 13526 NA
TAGS EFIS SENV PHSA


THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE


SUBJECT NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION FOR ILLEGAL FISHING


1 On January 11 Department delivered notes to the
embassies of Colombia Ecuador Italy Panama Portugal and
Venezuela notifying each that the Secretary of Commerce would
be delivering a report to Congress on the implementation of
the international provisions of the Magnuson Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006
which identifies each nation as having vessels that engaged
in illegal unreported and unregulated IUU fishing in 2009
or 2010 In the case of Italy and Panama which had been
similarly identified in the previous report to Congress in
2009 the notes also advised that both had been positively
certified as having taken sufficient corrective action with
regard to the earlier vesselsactivities Positive
certification means neither will face additional actions
such as port closures to its vessels or trade restrictive
measures at this time The text of the notes is provided in
paras 2 and 3 Although NOAA DAS for International
Fisheries Russell Smith also reached out directly to







counterparts in the fisheries management authorities of these
six countries on January 10 posts may also wish to ensure
that other appropriate host government officials are advised
of this action NOAA has also provided Q A guidance see
par 4
2 Begin text of notes to Colombia Ecuador Portugal and
Venezuela


The Department of State refers the Embassy of nation to the
reauthorization of the primary US fisheries management law
the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act the Act which was signed into law
January 2007
The Act includes a number of new provisions related to
international fisheries including a call for the United
States to work through various multilateral fora such as
regional fisheries management organizations to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing and bycatch of
protected living marine resources The Act charges the
United States to work with other nations to promote improved
monitoring control and surveillance of international
fisheries to improve the effectiveness of multilateral
fisheries governance and to build capacity in other nations
for sustainable fisheries and regulatory enforcement
The Act also requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit to
the United States Congress a biennial report listing nations
identified as having vessels engaged in illegal unreported
and unregulated fishing at any time during the preceding two
years The United States shall then initiate consultations
with identified nations for the purpose of encouraging
appropriate corrective action with respect to the activities
of the fishing vessels cited in the biennial report
Pursuant to the Act the absence of appropriate corrective
actions to address these activities by the next biennial
report may lead to the denial of port privileges for vessels
of that nation prohibitions on the importation of certain
fisheries products into the United States from that nation
or other measures When determining if appropriate
corrective actions have been taken the United States will
take into account whether the nation provided documentary
evidence of actions taken or the relevant regional fishery
management organization has adopted effective measures to
address the activities described in the biennial report
The second biennial report will be transmitted to Congress on
January 12 2011 the text of which will also be made
available at


httn wwwnmfsnoaa aovmsa2007intlnrovisionshtml In it
nation will be one of six nations identified as having


vessels engaged in illegal unreported and unregulated
fishing in 2009 or 2010
The United States is pleased to initiate consultations with
the Government of nation on actions it is taking to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing To that end
the United States proposes that bilateral consultations on
this issue be held either in Washington or capital within
the next three months


End text


START OF SECTION 2


COMMERCE FOR NOM DAS SMITH AND NOAANMFSOIA LENT AND CIMO
EO 13526 NA
TAGS EFIS SENV PHSA







SUBJECT NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION FOR ILLEGAL FISHING


3 Begin text of notes to Italy and Panama
The Department of State refers the Embassy of nation to the
reauthorization of the primary US fisheries management law
the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act the Act which was signed into law
January 2007
The Act includes a number of new provisions related to
international fisheries including a call for the United
States to work through various multilateral fora such as
regional fisheries management organizations to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing and bycatch of
protected living marine resources The Act charges the
United States to work with other nations to promote improved
monitoring control and surveillance of international
fisheries to improve the effectiveness of multilateral
fisheries governance and to build capacity in other nations
for sustainable fisheries and regulatory enforcement
The Act also requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit to
the United States Congress a biennial report listing nations
identified as having vessels engaged in illegal unreported
and unregulated fishing at any time during the preceding two
years The United States shall then initiate consultations
with identified nations for the purpose of encouraging
appropriate corrective action with respect to the activities
of the fishing vessels cited in the biennial report
Pursuant to the Act the absence of appropriate corrective
actions to address these activities by the next biennial
report may lead to the denial of port privileges for vessels
of that nation prohibitions on the importation of certain
fisheries products into the United States from that nation
or other measures When determining if appropriate
corrective actions have been taken the United States will
take into account whether the nation provided documentary
evidence of actions taken or the relevant regional fishery
management organization has adopted effective measures to
address the activities described in the biennial report
The second biennial report will be transmitted to Congress on
January 12 2011 the text of which will also be made
available at


hen wwwnmfsnoaa aovmsa2007intbrovisionshtml In it
nation will be one of six nations identified as having


vessels engaged in illegal unreported and unregulated
fishing in 2009 or 2010


Nation was also similarly identified in the 2009 Biennial
Report to Congress for actions by its vessels in 2007 or
2008 Following bilateral consultations the United States
has found that nation has taken appropriate corrective
action in regard to the activities of its vessels that led to
that identification therefore the upcoming report will
also announce that nation has been positively certified and
no further action will be taken regarding the actions of
those vessels


The United States is pleased to initiate consultations with
the Government of nation on actions it is taking to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing To that end
the United States proposes that bilateral consultations on
this issue be held either in Washington or capital within
the next three months


End text







4 Begin Q A Guidance from NOM


1 How did NOAA determine it would identify these 6 countries
NOAA collected information on illegal unreported and
unregulated IUU fishing activities in 2009 and 2010 from a
variety of sources including constituencies and the general
public solicited via a Federal Register notice the
Regional Fishery Management Organizations RFMO and other
sources RFMO documents were reviewed including annual
reports compliance committee meeting summaries and reports
and IUU vessel lists The team also searched US Coast


Guard foreign government press and NGO reports The team
analyzed data about the fishing activities of more than 50
countries in the process This information was reviewed by
NOAA in collaboration with the Department of State and USTR
and included outreach to various countries to followup on
information received This time intensive and comprehensive
process resulted in the identification of six countries


START OF SECTION 3


COMMERCE FOR NOM DAS SMITH AND NOAANMFSOIA LENT AND CIMO
EO 13526 NA
TAGS EFIS SENV PHSA
SUBJECT NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION FOR ILLEGAL FISHING


2 What specifically did vessels from each country do that
got them identified
Generic response
The six nations had fishing vessels that did not comply with
measures agreed to under various international fishery
management organizations such as closed fishing seasons
vessel registry lists and a ban on the use of driftnets
Other violations included illegal gear modifications fishing
without authorization and possession of undersized bluefin
tuna


The nations being identified in the 2011 Biennial Report to
Congress and the basis for their identification are
Colombia


Vessels did not adhere to fishing closure periods for
tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean adopted by the
Inter American Tropical Tuna Commission IATTC


Vessels fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Ecuador


Vessels fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Vessels fished during closure periods for tuna in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean in violation of IATTC rules


One vessel increased its fishing capacity contrary to an
IATTC rule


Italy
Vessels used illegal fishing gear to catch swordfish and


bluefin tuna in violation of rules of the International


Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas ICCAT
Panama


Vessels did not adhere to fishing closure periods for
tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean as required under IATTC
rules


One vessel fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Portugal
Vessels illegally modified gear in violation of Northwest


Atlantic Fisheries Organization NAFO rules







Venezuela


Vessels fished during closure periods for tuna in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean in violation of IATTC rules


And why are these actions harmful to the United States
These conservation and management measures apply to target
stocks that are shared with the United States


3 What is the difference between identification and


certification


Identification is the first step in a threestep process of
identification consultation and certification
Identification launches a consultation process that engages
the United States the identified countries and relevant
RFMOs Following these consultations the United States will
determine for each identified country whether it should be
certified positively or negatively Negative certification
will lead to lack of port access for fishing vessels of that
nation and could lead to import restrictions on products
associated with the IUU fishing activity of that nation
4 Why is the report coming out at the same time as the final
rule that establishes identification and certification


procedures
The statute requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit a
biennial report to Congress on January 12 2011 including a
list of identified countries The statute also requires
rulemaking for the certification process In the interest of
a transparency and participation NOM Fisheries decided to
also conduct rulemaking on the identification process as
well as the certification process
5 What happens now and when will certifications be made
The identification launches a consultation process with these


START OF SECTION 4


COMMERCE FOR NOM DAS SMITH AND NOAANMFSOIA LENT AND CIMO
EO 13526 NA
TAGS EFIS SENV PHSA
SUBJECT NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION FOR ILLEGAL FISHING


countries on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis
NOAA will officially notify these countries of their
identification and establish opportunities for engagement
Certifications will be announced in the next report to
Congress January 2013
6 How can these countries avoid a certification


Certification will occur positive or negative A positive
certification implies that the identified nation andor the
relevant RFMO has taken appropriate effective steps to
address the IUU activities of their vessels


7 What is the goal of this new process
The United States is committed to working bilaterally and
multilaterally to address IUU fishing in order to ensure that
the legal fishery whether US or others is not penalized by
this activity Further the United States wishes to ensure
that its own import market a significant source of global
demand for seafood does not encourage or reward illegal
activity
End Q A


CLINTON


BT


3156
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Subject
CORRECTED COPY NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION FOR ILLEGAL FISHING


Corrected copy text of notes 1 On January 11 Department
delivered notes to the
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfilesmaildocgov
Date


Tue 11 Jan 2011 173930 0500


CC


tcccableverificationmaildocgov


OAAUZYUW RUEHCAA3164 0112232 UUUU RUCPDOC


ZNR UUUUU ZZH


0 R 112230Z JAN 11
FM SECSTATE WASHDC


TO RUEHBOAMEMBASSY BOGOTA
RUEHQTAMEMBASSY QUITO
RUEHROAMEMBASSY ROME
RUEHZPAMEMBASSY PANAMA
RUEHLIAMEMBASSY LISBON
RUEHCVAMEMBASSY CARACAS
INFO RUEHBSUSEU BRUSSELS
RUCPDOCDEPT OF COMMERCE WASHINGTON DC
BT


UNCLAS STATE 003164


COMMERCE FOR NOM DAS SMITH AND NOAANMFSOIA LENT AND CIMO
EO 13526 NA
TAGS EFIS SENV PHSA


THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE


SUBJECT CORRECTED COPY NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION


FOR ILLEGAL FISHING


Corrected copy text of notes
1 On January 11 Department delivered notes to the
embassies of Colombia Ecuador Italy Panama Portugal and
Venezuela notifying each that the Secretary of Commerce would
be delivering a report to Congress on the implementation of
the international provisions of the Magnuson Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006
which identifies each nation as having vessels that engaged
in illegal unreported and unregulated IUU fishing in 2009
or 2010 In the case of Italy and Panama which had been
similarly identified in the previous report to Congress in
2009 the notes also advised that both had been positively
certified as having taken sufficient corrective action with
regard to the earlier vesselsactivities Positive
certification means neither will face additional actions







such as port closures to its vessels or trade restrictive
measures at this time The text of the notes is provided in
paras 2 and 3 Although NOAA DAS for International
Fisheries Russell Smith also reached out directly to
counterparts in the fisheries management authorities of these
six countries on January 10 posts may also wish to ensure
that other appropriate host government officials are advised
of this action NOM has also provided Q A guidance see
par 4
2 Begin text of notes to Colombia Ecuador Portugal and
Venezuela


The Department of State refers the Embassy of nation to
the reauthorization of the primary US fisheries management
law the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act the Act which was signed into law
January 2007
The Act includes a number of new provisions related to
international fisheries including a call for the United
States to work through various multilateral fora such as
regional fisheries management organizations to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing and bycatch of
protected living marine resources The Act charges the
United States to work with other nations to promote improved
monitoring control and surveillance of international
fisheries to improve the effectiveness of multilateral
fisheries governance and to build capacity in other nations
for sustainable fisheries and regulatory enforcement
The Act also requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit to
the United States Congress a biennial report listing nations
identified as having vessels engaged in illegal unreported
and unregulated fishing at any time during the preceding two
years The United States shall then initiate consultations
with identified nations for the purpose of encouraging
appropriate corrective action with respect to the activities
of the fishing vessels cited in the biennial report
Pursuant to the Act the absence of appropriate corrective
actions to address these activities by the next biennial
report may lead to the denial of port privileges for vessels
of that nation prohibitions on the importation of certain
fisheries products into the United States from that nation
or other measures When determining if appropriate
corrective actions have been taken the United States will
take into account whether the nation provided documentary
evidence of actions taken or the relevant regional fishery
management organization has adopted effective measures to
address the activities described in the biennial report
The second biennial report will be transmitted to Congress on
January 12 2011 the text of which will also be made
available at


httn wwwnmfsnoaa aovmsa2007 intbrovisionshtml In it
nation will be one of six nations identified as having
vessels engaged in illegal unreported and unregulated
fishing in 2009 or 2010
The United States is pleased to initiate consultations with
the Government of nation on actions it is taking to
address illegal unreported and unregulated fishing To
that end the United States proposes that bilateral
consultations on this issue be held either in Washington or
capital within the next three months


START OF SECTION 2







COMMERCE FOR NOAA DAS SMITH AND NOAANMFSOIA LENT AND CIMO
EO 13526 NA
TAGS EFIS SENV PHSA
SUBJECT CORRECTED COPY NOTIFICATION OF IDENTIFICATION


FOR ILLEGAL FISHING


End text


3 Begin text of notes to Italy and Panama
The Department of State refers the Embassy of nation to
the reauthorization of the primary US fisheries management
law the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act the Act which was signed into law
January 2007
The Act includes a number of new provisions related to
international fisheries including a call for the United
States to work through various multilateral fora such as
regional fisheries management organizations to address
illegal unreported and unregulated fishing and bycatch of
protected living marine resources The Act charges the
United States to work with other nations to promote improved
monitoring control and surveillance of international
fisheries to improve the effectiveness of multilateral
fisheries governance and to build capacity in other nations
for sustainable fisheries and regulatory enforcement
The Act also requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit to
the United States Congress a biennial report listing nations
identified as having vessels engaged in illegal unreported
and unregulated fishing at any time during the preceding two
years The United States shall then initiate consultations
with identified nations for the purpose of encouraging
appropriate corrective action with respect to the activities
of the fishing vessels cited in the biennial report
Pursuant to the Act the absence of appropriate corrective
actions to address these activities by the next biennial
report may lead to the denial of port privileges for vessels
of that nation prohibitions on the importation of certain
fisheries products into the United States from that nation
or other measures When determining if appropriate
corrective actions have been taken the United States will
take into account whether the nation provided documentary
evidence of actions taken or the relevant regional fishery
management organization has adopted effective measures to
address the activities described in the biennial report
The second biennial report will be transmitted to Congress on
January 12 2011 the text of which will also be made
available at


httn wwwnmfsnoaa aovmsa2007intlnrovisionshtml In it
nation will be one of six nations identified as having
vessels engaged in illegal unreported and unregulated
fishing in 2009 or 2010
Nation was also similarly identified in the 2009 Biennial
Report to Congress for actions by its vessels in 2007 or
2008 Following bilateral consultations the United States
has found that nation has taken appropriate corrective
action in regard to the activities of its vessels that led to
that identification therefore the upcoming report will
also announce that nation has been positively certified
and no further action will be taken regarding the actions of
those vessels


The United States is pleased to initiate consultations with
the Government of nation on actions it is taking to







address illegal unreported and unregulated fishing To
that end the United States proposes that bilateral
consultations on this issue be held either in Washington or
capital within the next three months
End text


4 Begin Q A Guidance from NOAA


1 How did NOM determine it would identify these 6 countries
NOAA collected information on illegal unreported and
unregulated IUU fishing activities in 2009 and 2010 from a
variety of sources including constituencies and the general
public solicited via a Federal Register notice the
Regional Fishery Management Organizations RFMO and other
sources RFMO documents were reviewed including annual
reports compliance committee meeting summaries and reports
and IUU vessel lists The team also searched US Coast


Guard foreign government press and NGO reports The team
analyzed data about the fishing activities of more than 50
countries in the process This information was reviewed by
NOM in collaboration with the Department of State and USTR
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and included outreach to various countries to followup on
information received This time intensive and comprehensive
process resulted in the identification of six countries
2 What specifically did vessels from each country do that
got them identified
Generic response
The six nations had fishing vessels that did not comply with
measures agreed to under various international fishery
management organizations such as closed fishing seasons
vessel registry lists and a ban on the use of driftnets
Other violations included illegal gear modifications fishing
without authorization and possession of undersized bluefin
tuna


The nations being identified in the 2011 Biennial Report to
Congress and the basis for their identification are
Colombia


Vessels did not adhere to fishing closure periods for
tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean adopted by the
Inter American Tropical Tuna Commission IATTC


Vessels fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Ecuador


Vessels fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Vessels fished during closure periods for tuna in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean in violation of IATTC rules


One vessel increased its fishing capacity contrary to an
IATTC rule


Italy
Vessels used illegal fishing gear to catch swordfish and


bluefin tuna in violation of rules of the International


Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas ICCAT
Panama


Vessels did not adhere to fishing closure periods for
tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean as required under IATTC







rules
One vessel fished in the IATTC Convention Area without


authorization


Portugal
Vessels illegally modified gear in violation of Northwest


Atlantic Fisheries Organization NAFO rules
Venezuela


Vessels fished during closure periods for tuna in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean in violation of IATTC rules


And why are these actions harmful to the United States
These conservation and management measures apply to target
stocks that are shared with the United States


3 What is the difference between identification and


certification


Identification is the first step in a threestep process of
identification consultation and certification
Identification launches a consultation process that engages
the United States the identified countries and relevant
RFMOs Following these consultations the United States will
determine for each identified country whether it should be
certified positively or negatively Negative certification
will lead to lack of port access for fishing vessels of that
nation and could lead to import restrictions on products
associated with the IUU fishing activity of that nation
4 Why is the report coming out at the same time as the final
rule that establishes identification and certification


procedures
The statute requires the Secretary of Commerce to submit a
biennial report to Congress on January 12 2011 including a
list of identified countries The statute also requires
rulemaking for the certification process In the interest of
a transparency and participation NOAA Fisheries decided to
also conduct rulemaking on the identification process as
well as the certification process
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5 What happens now and when will certifications be made
The identification launches a consultation process with these
countries on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis
NOAA will officially notify these countries of their
identification and establish opportunities for engagement
Certifications will be announced in the next report to
Congress January 2013
6 How can these countries avoid a certification


Certification will occur positive or negative A positive
certification implies that the identified nation andor the
relevant RFMO has taken appropriate effective steps to
address the IUU activities of their vessels


7 What is the goal of this new process
The United States is committed to working bilaterally and
multilaterally to address IUU fishing in order to ensure that
the legal fishery whether US or others is not penalized by
this activity Further the United States wishes to ensure
that its own import market a significant source of global
demand for seafood does not encourage or reward illegal
activity
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THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE
SUBJECT TRAVEL WARNING NEPAL


1 The Department of State warns US citizens of the
potential risks of traveling to Nepal and urges caution
when traveling in that country The Department of State
remains concerned about the security situation in Nepal
US citizens are urged to obtain updated security
information before traveling and they should be prepared
to change their plans on short notice This replaces the
Travel Warning for Nepal dated June 15 2010 to update
information on the security and political situation and
to advise travelers about the continuing possibility of
political demonstrations unrest and concerns about
travel in Nepal by road and air
2 Nepal has experienced significant political violence
in the past and although there have been markedly fewer
major disturbances in recent months political tensions
remain Protests demonstrations and disruptions
continue to occur often without advance notice In a
strike imposed by the Unified CPN Maoist Party on May 3
7 2010 business and transportation were brought to a
standstill During this strike large demonstrations
were held and incidents of localized violence occurred


During past demonstrations some protestors forcibly
closed businesses damaged vehicles burned tires to
block traffic threw rocks and used sling shots with
petrol bombs to provoke security forces into clashes
Given the nature intensity and unpredictability of past
disturbances US citizens are urged to exercise special
caution during announced demonstrations avoid areas
where demonstrations are occurring or crowds are forming
avoid road travel and maintain a low profile Curfews
can be announced with little or no advance notice US
citizens should consult media sources and enroll with the


Embassy see instructions below for current security
information The US Embassy in Kathmandu continues to
monitor the political situation in Nepal closely and
advises US citizens that the potential remains for
spontaneous demonstrations and political unrest which
could escalate into violence You should stay current on
media coverage of local events and be aware of your
surroundings at all times
3 As in urban centers worldwide crime in the Kathmandu
Valley and in the major cities of Nepal encompasses
murder sexual assault and armed robbery Police
resources to combat such crimes are limited Theft and


muggings occasionally occur in popular tourist and
trekking areas such as Chitwan Pokhara the Annapurna
region and the Thamel area of Kathmandu and female
travelers can encounter harassment especially if
traveling alone Trekkers have been robbed by small
groups of young men even on popular trails
4 Visitors to Nepal should practice good personal
security when moving about and avoid walking alone after
dark carrying large sums of cash or wearing expensive
jewelry Women are advised to pay attention to local
customs and dress appropriately in public In several
reported incidents tourists have had their belongings
stolen from their rooms while they slept There has been
an increase in the number of fraudulent schemes







perpetrated against tourists These schemes involve
requesting the traveler assistance particularly
financial assistance in establishing shipping routes or
business contacts with the United States or other


countries involving jewelry antiquities or carpets
promising huge returns
5 The US Embassy in Kathmandu strongly recommends
that you do not hike alone or become separated from
larger traveling parties while on a trail Solo trekking
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is dangerous has contributed to injuries and deaths and
makes an individual more vulnerable to criminals


Foreign trekkers have gone missing while trekking alone
The safest option for trekkers is to join an organized
group andor use a reputable trekking company that
provides an experienced guide and porters who communicate
in both Nepali and English Destruction of telephone
services in many trekking areas has complicated efforts
to locate US citizens and make arrangements for medical
evacuations when needed US citizens are strongly
encouraged to contact the US Embassy in Kathmandu for
the latest security information and to share their
itinerary before undertaking treks outside the Kathmandu
Valley see the Smart Traveler Enrollment ProgramEmbassy
Location section below Trekkers also are advised to
leave their itinerary with family or friends in the
United States and to check in at police checkpoints where
trekking permits are logged
6 Travel in Nepal by road or air can be dangerous
Please refer to our Country Specific Information for
Nepal at
http travelstateaovtravelcis na twd5cis 980html
for further details Most US official travel outside


the Kathmandu Valley including by air requires specific
clearance by the US Embassy Regional Security
Officer Active duty US military and Department of
Defense contractors must obtain US Embassy clearance in
advance for official and personal travel to Nepal
7 The US government designation of the Communist
Party of Nepal Maoist as a Specially Designated Global
Terrorist organization under Executive Order 13224 and
its inclusion on the Terrorist Exclusion List pursuant
to the Immigration and Nationality Act remain in effect
These two designations make Maoists excludable from entry
into the United States without a waiver and bar US


citizens from contributing funds goods or services to
or for the benefit of the Maoists
8 US citizens who choose to visit or remain in Nepal
despite this Travel Warning are encouraged to enroll with
the US Embassy through the State Department Smart
Traveler Enrollment Program STEPat
https travelreaistrationstateaovibrsui and to


obtain updated information on travel and security within
Nepal The US Embassy in Nepal can be found on the
internet at http nenalusembassvaov US citizens
without internet access may enroll directly with the US







Embassy during the hours of 130 pm and 430 pm
Monday to Friday when the American Citizens Services
section is open to the public Telling the Embassy about
your trip makes it easier for us to contact you in case
of an emergency The US Embassy is located at
Maharajgunj The Consular Section can be reached at 977
1400 7200 400 7201 The number for afterhours
emergencies involving US citizens is 9771400 7266
400 7269 The fax number is 9771400 7281 The


Consulate email address is consktm@stategov
9 Current information on travel and security in Nepal
may also be obtained from the Department of State by
calling 1888 407 4747 toll free in the United States and
Canada or for callers outside the United States and
Canada a regular toll line at 1202 501 4444 For
further information please consult the Country Specific
Information for Nepal at
http travel stateQQvtravelcis pa twciscis 980html
registration
10 Stay up to date by bookmarking our Bureau of
Consular Affairs website at http travelstateaov
which contains the current Travel Warnings
httn travelstateaovtravelcis na twtwtw 1764html


and Travel Alerts
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http travelstateaovtravelcis na tw na 1766html


as well as the Worldwide Caution


http travelstateaovtravelcis na tw na 4787html


Follow us on Twitter at http twittercomtravelaov
and the Bureau of Consular Affairs page on Facebook at
httn wwwfacebookcomtravelaov as well
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Cc Alexis Gutierrez Todd Dubois


Subject Re Agenda for Meeting with OSPESCA on TEDS Enforcement
Date Wednesday January 12 201141706 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I am good tomorrow but out of the office Friday


John Mitchell wrote


Im good for either of those times Alexis JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi All OSPESCA is finally ready to reengage on the TEDs Enforcement
project that was discussed almost two years ago During the period
we of course found significant problems in our own in enforcement
program Can we have a call on Thursday at fpm or Friday morning at
10am of this week to discuss how we proceed Thanks Alexis


Subject
Fwd Re Draft agenda
From


NancyDaves@noaagov
Date


Wed 12 Jan 2011 144218 0500
To


CheriMccarty@noaagov AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


To


CheriMccarty@noaagov AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Sorry Alexis and Cheri This is the agenda I meant to send you


N


Subject
Re Draft agenda
From


Rebecca McMahon RebeccaMcMahon@noaagov
Date


Wed 12 Jan 2011 103241 0500
To


Nancy Daves NancyDaves@noaagov


To


Nancy Daves NancyDaves@noaagov
CC


Todd Dubois ToddDubois@noaagov


Hi Nancy


Here are just a few logistical updates for the agenda they are







included in blue


Thanks
Becky


Nancy Daves wrote
Rebecca and I worked on this draft agenda and would like your
thoughts for changes My comments are included in red and need to
be removed when the questions are answered


Please provide me with your comments by COB Thursday 13 January


Thanks for your help


N
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From Robert D Stevens


To John Mitchell


Cc Michael Barnette Louise Wona WENDY TAYLOR Dominv Hatawav


Subject TED trips
Date Wednesday January 12 201143320 PM
Attachments Robert D Stevensvcf


The dates for the TED workshopshave been firmed up They are as follows
Galveston TX will be departing on January 25 th and returning on the
28th This will be training
for Law Enforcement TPW The fishermensworkshop planned for May
Port Florida will be


departing on February 1 st and returning on the 3 rd This training will
be for the fishermen and


area net shop owners however State and Federal law enforcement will be
notified and invited to attend


ds
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert D Stevens


Subject Re TED trips
Date Wednesday January 12 201143744 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Did you get a chance to talk to Blake about the status of the NC boats


Robert D Stevens wrote


The dates for the TED workshopshave been firmed up They are as
follows
Galveston TX will be departing on January 25 th and returning on
the 28th This will be training
for Law Enforcement TPW The fishermensworkshop planned for May
Port Florida will be


departing on February 1 st and returning on the 3 rd This training
will be for the fishermen and


area net shop owners however State and Federal law enforcement will be
notified and invited to attend


ds
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc John Mitchell


Subject Re Agenda for Meeting with OSPESCA on TEDS Enforcement
Date Thursday January 13 2011 101656 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


How about using the money to bring foreign LEOs to the US to do our
TED enforcement


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi I just heard from Todds staff that he is away in New England
dealing with family stuff I think that it would probably be good for
the three of us to chat and brain storm on what to do with this money
away So if you are still free at fpm eastern can we chat for half
an hour Thanks A


Michael Barnette wrote


I am good tomorrow but out of the office Friday


John Mitchell wrote


Im good for either of those times Alexis JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi All OSPESCA is finally ready to reengage on the TEDs
Enforcement project that was discussed almost two years ago During
the period we of course found significant problems in our own in
enforcement program Can we have a call on Thursday at fpm or
Friday morning at 10am of this week to discuss how we proceed
Thanks Alexis


Subject
Fwd Re Draft agenda
From


NancyDaves@noaagov
Date


Wed 12 Jan 2011 144218 0500
To


CheriMccarty@noaagov AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


To


CheriMccarty@noaagovAlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Sorry Alexis and Cheri This is the agenda I meant to send you


N


Subject
Re Draft agenda
From







RebeccaMcMahon RebeccaMcMahon@noaagov
Date


Wed 12 Jan 2011 103241 0500
To


Nancy Daves NancyDaves@noaagov


To


Nancy Daves NancyDaves@noaagov
CC


Todd Dubois ToddDubois@noaagov


Hi Nancy


Here are just a few logistical updates for the agenda they are
included in blue


Thanks
Becky


Nancy Daves wrote
Rebecca and I worked on this draft agenda and would like your
thoughts for changes My comments are included in red and need to
be removed when the questions are answered


Please provide me with your comments by COB Thursday 13 January


Thanks for your help


N
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Menard Marlene M OESOMC DG Barbara Schroeder Rebecca Lent Laura Cimo


Subject Re meeting with Panama ARAP Administrator
Date Thursday January 13 2011 115142 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Alexis


I have already requested the rationale for the ban from Bill and am
awaiting a response myself
Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Marlene
Thanks for sharing We will definitely provide you with some talking
points relevant to the InterAmerican Convention With respect to the
long lining ban I think we would need to see the specific regulation
and understand more In general removing long lining effort will
drastically reduce bycatch of sea birds sharks and sea turtles
However it would be important to understand if the long line effort
is being converted over to another type of fishing methodology such as
gill netting or trawling as those have other management needs with
them It would be good to inquire why Panama has done this how they
will enforce it the duration of this ban and whether effort will
shifting to another gear type In general Dave and Bill please feel
free to jump in here we should support countries that have made sound
management decisions based on the best available science That is have
they evaluated the target and bycatch species population in question
their management and enforcement abilities and determined this was the
most prudent course of action I think we have all learned that
one size fits all management doesnt work so we would rather support
sound enforceable management based on good science Hope that helps
Alexis


Menard Marlene M wrote


Hi all


During my visit to Panama we will be meeting with ARAP Administrator
Lauri Caretti If you have any talking points on other fisheries
issues that you would like me to pass along during this meeting
please let me know


Also see Bills note re Panama ban on long line fishing and request
for USG position


Many thanks


Marlene


From Muntean William G Panama
Sent Wednesday January 12 2011 142 PM
To Menard Marlene M Michael Barnette JackHForrester@noaagov
Cc Carrasco Carmen C Panama
Subject Panama Jan 22 26


Al I







Attached is the draft schedule for your visit as it currently stands
We are still clarifying some points and welcome any questions or
input you might have Any guidance you have about press would be
appreciated


Thanks for sending the NMFS grant opportunity I have forwarded it to
a few organizations which may be interested


Also you should be aware that the government of Panama has just
imposed a ban on long line fishing in territorial water which has
met with protests by artisanal professional and sport fisherman
even MarViva the leading marine conservation NGO has called for the
decree to be suspended until consultations occur between the
government and private sector it would be worthwhile to be aware of
the official USG position on long line fishing Thanks


Bill


William Muntean


Deputy Economic Counselor


US Embassy Panama


T 507 207 7263


This email is UNCLASSIFIED
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re meeting with Panama ARAP Administrator
Date Thursday January 13 2011 12954 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I also gave Laura a headsup on this ban during our talk yesterday as
well Until we get a response about the rationale for the ban bycatch
overfishing gear conflicts etc I dont think we can really
comment Also I dont really understand the request for a USG
position because as far as I know we dont have any singular
position Too many variables I think we can address it in regards to
a particular issue such as sea turtle bycatch issues but beyond that I
think it gets too complicated Would you agree


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Ahh Great minds think alike Cheers A


Michael Barnette wrote


Alexis


I have already requested the rationale for the ban from Bill and am
awaiting a response myself
Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Marlene
Thanks for sharing We will definitely provide you with some talking
points relevant to the InterAmerican Convention With respect to the
long lining ban I think we would need to see the specific
regulation and understand more In general removing long lining
effort will drastically reduce bycatch of sea birds sharks and sea
turtles However it would be important to understand if the
long line effort is being converted over to another type of fishing
methodology such as gill netting or trawling as those have other
management needs with them It would be good to inquire why Panama
has done this how they will enforce it the duration of this ban
and whether effort will shifting to another gear type In general
Dave and Bill please feel free to jump in here we should support
countries that have made sound management decisions based on the
best available science That is have they evaluated the target and
bycatch species population in question their management and
enforcement abilities and determined this was the most prudent
course of action I think we have all learned that onesize fits all


management doesntwork so we would rather support
soundenforceable management based on good science Hope that helps
Alexis


Menard Marlene M wrote


Hi all


During my visit to Panama we will be meeting with ARAP
Administrator Lauri Caretti If you have any talking points on
other fisheries issues that you would like me to pass along during
this meeting please let me know







Also see Bills note re Panama ban on long line fishing and
request for USG position


Many thanks


Marlene


From Muntean William G Panama
Sent Wednesday January 12 2011 142 PM
To Menard Marlene M Michael Barnette
JackHForrester@noaagov
Cc Carrasco Carmen C Panama
Subject Panama Jan 22 26


All


Attached is the draft schedule for your visit as it currently
stands We are still clarifying some points and welcome any
questions or input you might have Any guidance you have about
press would be appreciated


Thanks for sending the NMFS grant opportunity I have forwarded it
to a few organizations which may be interested


Also you should be aware that the government of Panama has just
imposed a ban on long line fishing in territorial water which has
met with protests by artisanal professional and sport fisherman
even MarViva the leading marine conservation NGO has called for
the decree to be suspended until consultations occur between the
government and private sector it would be worthwhile to be aware
of the official USG position on long line fishing Thanks


Bill


William Muntean


Deputy Economic Counselor


US Embassy Panama


T 507 207 7263


This email is UNCLASSIFIED
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Menard Marlene M Marlene Menard Michael Barnette


Subject Talking Points
Date Friday January 14 2011 103345 AM


Hi Marlene
Here are talking points related to the IAC to bring up on your TEDs


trip I did not include Nicaragua in this list because they have a lot
of sensitive internal issues to deal with before they can ratify and
have the gringos push them on those issues would only make things worse
not better I am working from home this am and then on leave starting at
noon I can be reached anytime today though on my cells at 202 415 3973
or 240 595 1963 Thanks Alexis







From Alexis Gutierrez


To iohnmitchellCalnoaaaov michaelbarnetteCanoaaaov


Subject Meeting with Jim
Date Friday January 21 2011 101016 AM
Importance High


Hi Barbara and I are meeting with Jim on Monday We need to better understand what Pgoula and St
Pete see as the options for fixing our huge domestic and intl TEDs problem Where does the
recommendation from Pgoula on improved enforcement action stand John can we get a copy of Dales
memo by the end of the day or first Monday am Mike why are we doing any intl inspections when we
have such a big problem in the US
Im in Boston for fam stuff but on email and cells 2024153973 or 2405951963 Thanks A







From John Mitchell


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc michaelbarnetteftoaaaov


Subject Re Meeting with Jim
Date Friday January 21 2011 102620 AM


Alexis Will send you our domestic TEDs plan by COB today JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Barbara and I are meeting with Jim on Monday We need to better understand what Pgoula and
St Pete see as the options for fixing our huge domestic and intl TEDs problem Where does the
recommendation from Pgoula on improved enforcement action stand John can we get a copy of Dales
memo by the end of the day or first Monday am Mike why are we doing any intl inspections when we
have such a big problem in the US
Im in Boston for fam stuff but on email and cells 2024153973 or 2405951963 Thanks A







From Alexis Gutierrez


To JohnMitcheIk noaaaov AlexisGutierreznoaaaov


Cc MichaelBarnetteftoaaaov


Subject Re Meeting with Jim
Date Friday January 21 2011 102954 AM


Thank you A


Original Message
From John Mitchell mailtoJohnMitchelldnoaaaov
Sent Friday January 21 2011 1026 AM
To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierreznoaagov
Cc michaelbarnette@noaagov MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Subject Re Meeting with Jim


Alexis Will send you our domestic TEDs plan by COB today JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Barbara and I are meeting with Jim on Monday We need to better understand what Pgoula and
St Pete see as the options for fixing our huge domestic and intl TEDs problem Where does the
recommendation from Pgoula on improved enforcement action stand John can we get a copy of Dales
memo by the end of the day or first Monday am Mike why are we doing any intl inspections when we
have such a big problem in the US
Im in Boston for fam stuff but on email and cells 2024153973 or 2405951963 Thanks A







From John Mitchell


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Barnette Michael Barnette


Subject Proposed Outreach and Inspection Plan
Date Friday January 21 201181129 PM
Attachments 2011 Pr000sed TED Outreach and Compliance Harvestinaodf


Alexis


Attached is our lowcost plan to keep the TED fire burning All we need
is a little help from OLE JM
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January 20 2011


MEMORANDUM FOR John Mitchell Unit Leader Harvesting Systems


FROM Dale Stevens FMES Harvesting Systems


SUBJECT Proposed 2011 TED Outreach and Compliance Inspection Plan


The attached schedule is provided in answer to your request to develop a TED outreach and
compliance inspection plan for 2011 expecting a limited budget and limited assistance from
OLE The effort reflected plan in the plan is much less than what I and others within our Unit
feel is necessary to address what appears to be serious problems with TED compliance in the
fishery A much more proactive and extensive effort is needed both geographically and in time
spent onthe water The areas and times of the trips which are outlined in the plan are based on
our experience as to where boats may be working at a particular time andor where fishermen
outreach may be needed at a particular time Please note that OLE participation and TDY days
are an estimate and is based on our familiarity with the agents who have TED knowledge and
whose base locations were close to our proposed areas of operation As you can see this plan
shows a lot of agency presence to the industry from North Carolina to Texas for a relatively
small amount of money


As I have stated before it is my firm belief that coupled with this or any plan there needs to be
a revision to the TED penalty schedule which would send a clear message that the agency is
serious about non compliance Such a revision would include the authority to issue significant
summary settlements for TED violations which are now only subject to written warnings or fix
it notices I have outlined this to you in previous emails and memos Until we make such
changes to our penalty schedule we will not see a change in compliance within the fishery
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To JohnMitcheII noaaaov michaelbarnettenoaaaov


Subject Re Proposed Outreach and Inspection Plan
Date Friday January 21 201185236 PM


Thank you for doing this Cheers A


Original Message
From John Mitchell mailtoohnMitchellnonoaaaov
Sent Friday January 21 2011 0811 PM
To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
Cc Barnette Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Subject Proposed Outreach and Inspection Plan


Alexis


Attached is our lowcost plan to keep the TED fire burning All we need
is a little help from OLE JM







From Alexis Gutierrez


To John Mitchell


Cc Barnette Michael Barnette


Subject Re Proposed Outreach and Inspection Plan
Date Sunday January 23 201194728 PM


Thanks John Should I assume that even though the column is labeled
SEFSC Expense it includes OLE time Mike to what degree can we
include revision of the penalty schedule as a term and condition Could
we also include monthly reporting from OLE USCG and State OLEs on their
TED inspections as a term and condition
Thanks Alexis


John Mitchell wrote


Alexis


Attached is our lowcost plan to keep the TED fire burning All we
need is a little help from OLE JM







From John Mitchell


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Barnette Michael Barnette


Subject Re Proposed Outreach and Inspection Plan
Date Monday January 24 201193159 AM


Alexis The SEFSC expense column is just Harvestingscost OLE cost
travel etc is not included I broke it down into TDY days so that
they could easily come up with a figure if they decide to support the work


JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Thanks John Should I assume that even though the column is labeled
SEFSC Expense it includes OLE time Mike to what degree can we


include revision of the penalty schedule as a term and condition
Could we also include monthly reporting from OLE USCG and State OLEs
on their TED inspections as a term and condition
Thanks Alexis


John Mitchell wrote


Alexis


Attached is our lowcost plan to keep the TED fire burning All we
need is a little help from OLE JM







From John Mitchell


To Alexis Gutierrez Dale STEVENS JAck H Forrester Michael Barnette


Subject Revised TED plan
Date Monday January 24 2011 114515 AM
Attachments 2011a Proposed TED Outreach and Compliance Harvestinaodf


Alexis and all I made a revision to the plan to clarify that the
indicated cost is SEFSCsonly and does not include OLEs cost JM
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January 20 2011


MEMORANDUM FOR John Mitchell Unit Leader Harvesting Systems


FROM Dale Stevens FMES Harvesting Systems


SUBJECT Proposed 2011 TED Outreach and Compliance Inspection Plan


The attached schedule is provided in answer to your request to develop a TED outreach and
compliance inspection plan for 2011 expecting a limited budget and limited assistance from
OLE The effort reflected plan in the plan is much less than what I and others within our Unit
feel is necessary to address what appears to be serious problems with TED compliance in the
fishery A much more proactive and extensive effort is needed both geographically and in time
spent onthe water The areas and times of the trips which are outlined in the plan are based on
our experience as to where boats may be working at a particular time andor where fishermen
outreach may be needed at a particular time Please note that OLE participation and TDY days
are an estimate and is based on our familiarity with the agents who have TED knowledge and
whose base locations were close to our proposed areas of operation As you can see this plan
shows a lot of agency presence to the industry from North Carolina to Texas for a relatively
small amount of money


As I have stated before it is my firm belief that coupled with this or any plan there needs to be
a revision to the TED penalty schedule which would send a clear message that the agency is
serious about non compliance Such a revision would include the authority to issue significant
summary settlements for TED violations which are now only subject to written warnings or fix
it notices I have outlined this to you in previous emails and memos Until we make such
changes to our penalty schedule we will not see a change in compliance within the fishery
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Michael Barnette Barbara Schroeder


Subject Follow up from Meeting with Jim and Helen
Date Monday January 24 201123304 PM
Attachments Ieckvmemoianuarv2011FINALdoc


2011a Proposed TED Outreach and Compliance Harvestinandf


Dear David
Please find attached the documents that Barbara and I briefed Jim


Helen and Trevor on this morning We talked through the domestic and
international implications of the non compliance in the US fishery We
made three recommendations to Jim see attached He has asked us to
followup first on the recommendation to meet with Rebecca Lent We will
be briefing Rebecca Lent tomorrow at 930am to discuss this further Jim
would then like to go with Rebecca to talk with Eric et al He has asked
that we find in the Turtle budget money to pay for the costs that SEC
has outlined We have said we would If SER can help with these costs as
well it would be much appreciated The challenge of course is that we
are on CR and we dont know when we will have a budget I believe Jim
will raise these issues with Eric et al


Finally on a related topic I learned from an HMS colleague this
morning that they were told on a call with Enforcement that TEDs
enforcement is the top priority in the SE Region Have you seen any on
the ground difference or heard anything from Tracey to indicate that is
the case


Thanks Alexis







BRIEFING DOCUMENT Date 24 January 2011


Subject TED Compliance Domestic and International Concerns and Recommendations


For Jim Lecky Director Office of Protected Resources


Helen Golde Deputy Director Office ofProtected Resources


Prepared by Barbara Schroeder and Alexis Gutierrez Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Division


Background


Since July 2010 NMFS Southeast Region has become aware that the compliance rates with US
Turtle Excluder Device TED regulations in the US shrimp fleet are significantly less than
previously believed Beginning in August 2010 several meetings to discuss this issue have been


held among the Southeast Region Southeast Science Center NOAA Office of Law Enforcement
and the Office ofProtected Resources In January 2011 Eric Schwaab Sam Rauch and John


Oliver were briefed on the lack of compliance with the TED regulations and the potential


implications for the domestic and international TEDs program as well as the potential
implications for the US shrimp fleet once the reinitiated South Atlantic Shrimp Fishery
Biological Opinion is completed in 2011 The Office of Law Enforcement has indicated that they


require new human and financial resources in order to improve TED enforcement in the US
shrimp fishery Absent new resources discussions have occurred to determine the best course of


action At present those discussions have not resulted in any increases in enforcement actions in
the Southeast


NMFS is the advisor to the Department of State on PL 101162 international TEDs program
Currently NMFS personnel SER and SEC are in Central America with DOS personnel to
conduct the annual inspections of countryswishing to export wildcaught shrimp to the United
States Initial reports from the inspection in Guatemala indicate significant compliance issues


that would likely lead to decertification However because PL 101162 has a comparable to the
US regulatory program standard and because the US domestic fleet compliance rate has been


documented as less than previously believed it is not clear how DOS will handle this situation
Since this was the first inspection trip of the year it is possible that similar situations will present


in the coming months Given that the PL 101162 program was the subject of a World Trade
Organization dispute and that it was the impetus for negotiating two international agreements for


sea turtle conservation the lack of compliance in the US fleet could potentially undermine our
compliance with international obligations It is increasingly necessary that NMFS develop and
implement a plan of action to address the lack of compliance in the US shrimp fishery







RECOMMENDATIONS


The NMFS Protected Resources sea turtle team makes the following recommendations
1 NOAA OLE must increase their TED enforcement activities SEC has developed a bare


minimum approach to increase enforcement and has estimated the cost of 4070K see
attached This would not be a long term solution but it would be an improvement over


the status quo


2 Due to the increasing international implications of the lack of domestic enforcement
FPR should brief Rebecca Lent Director of Office of International Affairs and Russell


Smith NOAA Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Affairs so that they are aware
of the situation


3 DOS and NMFS have a strong vested interest in and obligations to the domestic and
international TEDs program Leadership from each agency should meet to discuss a clear


way forward and determine how to proceed with the international inspection program
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January 20 2011


MEMORANDUM FOR John Mitchell Unit Leader Harvesting Systems


FROM Dale Stevens FMES Harvesting Systems


SUBJECT Proposed 2011 TED Outreach and Compliance Inspection Plan


The attached schedule is provided in answer to your request to develop a TED outreach and
compliance inspection plan for 2011 expecting a limited budget and limited assistance from
OLE The effort reflected plan in the plan is much less than what I and others within our Unit
feel is necessary to address what appears to be serious problems with TED compliance in the
fishery A much more proactive and extensive effort is needed both geographically and in time
spent onthe water The areas and times of the trips which are outlined in the plan are based on
our experience as to where boats may be working at a particular time andor where fishermen
outreach may be needed at a particular time Please note that OLE participation and TDY days
are an estimate and is based on our familiarity with the agents who have TED knowledge and
whose base locations were close to our proposed areas of operation As you can see this plan
shows a lot of agency presence to the industry from North Carolina to Texas for a relatively
small amount of money


As I have stated before it is my firm belief that coupled with this or any plan there needs to be
a revision to the TED penalty schedule which would send a clear message that the agency is
serious about non compliance Such a revision would include the authority to issue significant
summary settlements for TED violations which are now only subject to written warnings or fix
it notices I have outlined this to you in previous emails and memos Until we make such
changes to our penalty schedule we will not see a change in compliance within the fishery
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Elizabethann Enalish


Cc Rebecca Lent Russell Smith Jim Leckv Barbara Schroeder Michael Barnette Robert Hoffman David
Bern hart


Subject Re URGENT Call from Balton


Date Tuesday January 25 2011 112925 AM
Attachments Cameron LA 82010Finaldoc


December 2010 FL TED inspection reportpdf


July 2010 Texas TED inspection reportpdf


2011a Proposed TED Outreach and Compliance Harvestinapdf


Hi Russell
Per your request here are some of the compliance reports from the


US inspections this past season Our Southeast Fisheries Science
Center has also drafted a bare minimum plan to increase compliance this
year see attached but will need NOM Office of Law Enforcements
support to carry this plan out Please let us know if you have any
additional questions Regards Alexis


Elizabethann English wrote
Thanks everyone


Alexis Russells number is 202 482 3436 Please let us know if you
need anything else


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Yes we will get right on that Cheers A


Rebecca Lent wrote


Thanks Russell Probably best for you to speak directly with
Barbara andor Alexis Ive got a couple of conference calls then
heading off campus


Barbara and Alexis can you make a call shortly Ill ask Liz to
ensure this connection happens


Thx


Reb


Russell Smith wrote


Hi Rebecca


Thanks for the headsup I would appreciate the opportunity to
talk further about this Dave is scheduled to call me at 230 I


am free until about 1230


Thanks


r


From Rebecca Lent mailtoRebeccaLentnaNoaaaov
Sent Tuesday January 25 2011 1020 AM







To Russell Smith


Cc Jim Lecky Liz English Barbara Schroeder Alexis Gutierrez
Subject URGENT Call from Balton


Dear Russell


This morning I had a meeting with Jim Lecky Office Director of PR
his deputy Helen Golde and his turtle team Alexis Gutteriez and
Barbara Schroder to discuss recent concerns with a decrease in TED
use and enforcement by US shrimp fishers in the Gulf of Mexico and
subsequent international implications I am attaching a more
detailed summary developed by Alexis I am raising this to your
attention at this time because the State Department is very
concerned about the ramifications on our implementation of Public
Law 101 162 and our WTO obligations and we understand that Dave
Balton will be calling you either today or tomorrow to discuss


The most pressing issue is a possible negative certification under
PL 101 162 of Guatemala who purportedly has egregious TED offenses
Our NMFS colleagues in the Southeast Region have raised objections
about identifying Guatemala until our own domestic enforcement
challenges can be addressed PR has already raised the need to
increase enforcement efforts in the Gulf of Mexico with NMFS


leadership but it is unclear what actions that will be taking
especially noting the current fiscal situation


Please let me know if you would like to discuss this issue further
before your conversation with Dave I will also be reaching out to
Alan Risenhoover and would welcome your participation in that
discussion Clearly this is a very sensitive issue and PR is keen
to see it addressed before it becomes a public one as well I am
leaving the office today at noon for but will be available via
phone if necessary Alexis and Barbara can also provide additional
information


Thanks


Rebecca
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MEMORANDUM FOR FSEC42 John Mitchell


FROM FSEC42 Dale StevensJack Forrester


SUBJECT Trip report


On August 11 2010 Jack Forrester and Dale Stevens departed Pascagoula MS enroute to
Cameron LA the Westernmost shrimping port in Louisiana The purpose of this trip was to
conduct a series of courtesy dockside TED inspections along the Western Louisiana coastline to
try and determine the level of TED compliance within the shrimp fishery in this region These
inspections showed TED compliance to be poor at best


At the port of Cameron TED inspections were conducted aboard nine 9 vessels Of the nine
vessels two were found with the escape holes sewn completely closed Two vessels were found to
have no TEDs installed at all Of these two vessels it was obvious that one of them had recently
been trawling due to the presence of dead fish and other debris which was visible in the net Two
of the vessels were equipped with single flaps and escape openings that would stretch to less than
32inches Federal regulations require a minimum of 71inches when stretched These vessels had
forward cuts that stretched to less than 20inches where Federal Regulations require a minimum of
26inches One vessel was equipped with large pipe TEDs installed at 68degree angles and escape
openings of 65inches Another vessel was found with double cover flaps sewn together down the
middle Of the nine vessels only one was found to be compliant with the TED regulations
Recommendations were made to the captains and boat owners on how to better equip their TEDs
to achieve maximum shrimp retention Most of them stated that it didntmatter because they kept
their TEDs sewed closed when they were trawling A large number of the TEDs we inspected
supported this claim It should be noted that most of these vessels were small in size 35 to 65 feet
in length making one think they would be trawling in inshore waters however everyone we
questioned stated that they worked in the offshore waters between Cameron and Sabine


The next port Delcambre LA consisted of mostly skimmer trawl vessels however two vessels
were observed to have conventional otter trawl gear onboard Of these two vessels one was
equipped with TEDs and the other vessel had no TEDs installed in the nets No one was onboard
either vessel so no contact was made with these captains


The next port was Intracoastal City LA where approximately seventeen vessels were observed
Most of the vessels in this port were using fixed angle TEDs 45degree angles with double cover
flaps The overlapped portion of the flaps on all of these TEDs measured from 24inches to 32
inches significantly exceeding the fifteen inch maximum stretched measurement allowed in the
Federal Regulations Several TEDs were observed with the flaps completely overlapped from side
to side Most of these TEDs had leading edge cuts which measured 46 to 48 inches well below the
minimum required cut of 56inches Four vessels were equipped with standard TEDs from Tonys
net shop in New Orleans These TEDs were all equipped with the single flap On these TEDs the
leading edge cut was only 46inches this is 25 inches less than the 71 inch leading edge cut







requirement The flaps on these TEDs would only stretch to 48inches well below the 71 inch
stretched measurement as required by Federal TED regulations One vessel was observed with grid
angles at 65degrees and several vessels had illegal single flap openings measuring 52 to 60inches
71 inch minimum required Of the seventeen vessels inspected only two were found to be fully
compliant


The next port was Morgan City LA where four vessels were observed with fixed angle TEDs
There was no one on board these vessels so we were not able to conduct a thorough evaluation


We traveled from Houma down to Dulac LA where very few vessels were observed with trawl
gear onboard This did not come as a surprise and was expected due to the oil spill and vessels
being employed by BPsVessels of Opportunity program VOO


We then traveled down through Cut Off Golden Meadow and Port Fourchon ending in Grand
Isle We saw more of the same with regard to vessels without trawl gear as all appeared to be
working with BPsVOO program Two vessels with TEDs were inspected in Port Fourchon and
found to have forward cuts of 9 inches and 6 inches respectively minimum requirement is 26
inches One of these TEDs had a leading edge cut of 64inches minimum requirement is
71inches One TED was installed at an angle of 70degrees 55 degree maximum requirement
The angles on all other TEDs looked good Both vessels had two 634inch X 834inch floats
installed on the front surface of the TED at a point where a turtle would exit the device Federal
TED regulations require that floats which are installed inside the TED extension must be placed
behind the front surface of the grid The float placement observed on the TEDs of these two
vessels would have likely blocked the escape route of a turtle trying to exit through the TED


Of the vessels observed a total of 29 were boarded and measurements taken on the TEDs


Of the 29 vessels three were found to be in full compliance with the TED regulations Five were
found to have problems with their gear that may or may not result in the death of a turtle
depending on the size of the turtle encountered Twenty one of these vessels were equipped with
TEDs which in our opinion would result in the capture and possible death of a sea turtle


During this trip we also made an attempt to count the number of Skimmer and Butterfly trawl
equipped vessels which we observed This count was taken for the purpose of estimating the
number of TEDs which may be needed in the event that TEDs are required to be installed in these
gear types A total of 500 vessels were counted with skimmer and butterfly gear during our tour of
Western Louisiana This number far exceeds the number of otter trawl vessels we saw by an
estimated order of31 Note this number reflects only skimmer and butterfly vessels which were
in our field of view during the trip and is only a sample The true number is likely significantly
higher as there are many small bayous and towns in which we did not travel too Additionally a
large number of these vessels are likely employed by BPs VOO program This number should be
regarded as an indication that a larger number of TEDs will be required in the skimmer and
butterfly shrimp fishery of Louisiana if and when a TED rule is implemented in these fisheries


We returned to Pascagoula MS on August 13 2010
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of Compliance with Turtle Excluder Device
Requirements in Florida


DATE December 10 2010


Introduction


On December 68 I joined Dale Stevens Southeast Fisheries Science CentersPascagoula Lab
Harvesting Branch in Mayport and Fort Myers Florida to evaluate compliance with turtle
excluder device TED requirements in the shrimp fishery The evaluations were conducted
dockside and only after obtaining permission from the vessel captain andor owner we made it
clear we were not law enforcement and were conducting courtesy inspections to assist fishermen
with TED installation and performance


Summary of Findings


December 6


CAPT TREY we inspected the two port side nets of this vessel one of which utilized a single
cover escape opening flap while the other employed a doublecover escape opening flap both
TED grids were bent bar frames rigged in a bottom opening configuration The net rigged with a
singlecover escape opening had the grid installed at 55 degrees and had 26inch side cuts but
only possessed a 61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum The net rigged with a double
cover escape opening had the grid installed at 64 degrees 55 degrees maximum and with 22
inch side cuts but had an 18 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch
maximum The captain mentioned the vessel was boarded a couple months ago by the US
Coast Guard but he stated the boarding crew only checked the TED angle and neglected to
inspect the various required measurements


As we arrived late in the day and the weather forecast was expected to preclude any fishing in
the near term the CAPT TREY was the only vessel we found in port with their crew aboard
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However we did take the opportunity to walk the docks to conduct a quick visual survey of the
other trawlers in Mayport The following documents our visual observations
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QUEEN B one net was rigged with bentbar TED in a bottom opening configuration with a
doublecover escape opening an illegal chaffing flap was installed over the doublecover escape
opening


December 7


We met with Gerald Pack owner of Safe Harbor Seafood Company to discuss IED
requirements and offer our assistance in addressing installation or performance issues Due to
our preliminary observations that we shared with Mr Pack we also offered to conduct a TED
workshop at Mayport in earlymid January Mr Pack was supportive of this idea and stated he
would get the word out to local fishermen
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JENNIFER ANN We met the captain of the JENNIFER ANN at Safe Harbor Seafood
Company who gave us his permission to board his boat and evaluate his TEDs which he stated
were perfect Both port side nets were rigged with bentbar grids installed in a bottom opening
configuration fitted with doublecover escape opening flaps One net had a grid installed at 55
degrees but had a 20 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch maximum The
other net had only a 14inch overlap between the two escape flap panels but the grid was
installed at 63 degrees 55 degrees maximum


December 8


We met with Grant Erickson coowner of Erickson and Jenson Seafood as well as with the local
netTED installer Don Dinh


PERSEVERANCE I as with most boats we observed in Fort Myers this vessel was rigged with
large bentbar TED grids installed in a bottomopening configuration Port side net 1 had its
grid installed at 59 degrees 55 degrees maximum with 31 inch side cuts but only had a 63 inch
leading edge cut 71 inch minimum the escape opening measured 72 inches Port side net 2
was installed at 55 degrees with 30 inch side cuts but had an insufficient leading edge cut of 61
inches 71 inch minimum Also the grid was damaged resulting in a bar spacing of475 inches
in the middle of the grid It was noted the nylon webbing of the trawl net was heavily dipped
which made the mesh extremely stiff and hard to stretch


We also met with Steve Gala coowner of Trico Shrimp Company Trico also utilizes Don Dinh
as their TED installer


OLE BETTS SEA rigged with bentbar TED grids installed in a bottom opening configuration
with singlecover escape opening flaps The port side net TED grid was installed at 54 degrees
with 32inch side cuts and a 75 inch leading edge cut The TED grid in starboard side net 1
was installed at 55 degrees with 28 inch side cuts but only had a 60inch leading edge cut 71
inch minimum The grid in starboard side net 1 also had a bent bar resulting in 5 inch bar
spacing The TED grid in starboard side net 2 was installed at 54 degrees with 35 inch side
cuts but only had a 61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum As with the net observed
aboard PERSEVERANCE I the webbing aboard this vessel was also heavily dipped and
extremely stiff which may be compromising its ability to stretch to the 71 inch minimum


Discussion


Prior to our inspection trip we anticipated high
compliance rates in Florida due to enforcement
efforts from the US Coast Guard the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission y


and NOAA Fisheries It should be noted the


Mayport shrimp docks are immediately adjacent
to US Coast Guard Station Mayport image at
right which should facilitate inspection efforts
However we found significant issues with the
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few vessels we were able to evaluate Furthermore we noted potentially small escape openings
and steep TED angles on several vessels we were unable to board and inspect ie unverified
Conversely vessels at Fort Myers appeared to be much more consistent and closer to being in
complete compliance though deficiencies were still noted This consistency in lED installation
at Fort Myers can be attributed to the work of a single netTED installer who was fluent with the
TED requirements He did note the difficulty in communicating with vessel captainscrews who
demanded their TED grids be installed at high angles eg 65 degrees due to the likelihood of
the webbing stretching over time and the grid losing angle Dale Stevens discussed this
commonlyencountered issue in detail with Don Dinh and suggested a move to Sapphire
webbing which does not stretch as much as nylon webbing


These findings indicate that significant 1FD compliance issues are not confined to the western
Gulf of Mexico as documented in a July 2010 report for Texas and an August 2010 report filed
for Louisiana but likely plagues the entire southeastern shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


MEMORANDUM FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of the East Texas Shrimp Fleets Compliance with
Turtle Excluder Device Requirements


DATE July 28 2010


Introduction


On July 2021 2010 I joined Dale Stevens and Jack Forrester Southeast Fisheries Science
CentersPascagoula Lab Harvesting Branch aboard the Gear Monitoring Team GMT boat in
Galveston Texas to evaluate compliance with turtle excluder device TED requirements in the
shrimp fishery Dale and Jack began the evaluation inspections on July 19 A special agent from
NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement joined the GMT boat on July 1920 to lead inspections and
a Texas Park and Wildlife Division TPWD enforcement officer also joined the GMT boat on
July 19 Additionally two TPWD law enforcement vessels conducted boardings off Freeport on
July 19 No law enforcement personnel were available for inspections on July 21 so we elected
to conduct voluntary courtesy inspections on this day It is worth noting that prior to these
inspections Dale Stevens conducted a TED workshop on July 7 2010 that was attended by
approximately 90 local fishermen


It was obvious effort in the fleet was significantly reduced in nearshore waters and the potential
effort shift from areas affected by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill has not materialized Many
fishermen continue to work for British Petroleum in oil recovery efforts and at least one boat we
talked to indicated it too would be joining that BPfunded effort due to low shrimp catch rates
off Texas This reduced effort combined with inclement weather on July 21 significantly
affected the scope of this evaluation trip Nevertheless the findings give a clear assessment of
the compliance level within the shrimp fleet in Eastern Texas


1 As GMT personnel requested permission to board a trawler they clearly identified themselves as gear specialists
and not law enforcement and then offered assistance to review and if needed correct TED installation in the
trawlersnets
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Summary of Findings


July 19 inspections off Freeport


MIDNIGHT SUN While angles of two inspected TED grids were good 50 and 53 degrees
respectively the forward horizontal cut of one net only stretched to 60 inches 71 inch
minimum


CAPTAIN BAILEY A weedless TED grid installed in one of the two inspected nets lacked the
required brace bar which resulted in bar spacings of over 5 inches 4inch maximum
Additionally the grid was installed at approximately 70 degrees After extended discussion the
vessel was eventually escorted to port where the catch was seized


PROWLER TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 20 inspections off Galveston


CAPTAIN ANDREW The forward side cuts of two inspected nets were only 16 and 20 inches
respectively 26inch minimum and the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches 71
inch minimum Additionally while the forward side cuts on two other inspected nets aboard
this vessel were sufficient again the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches


GULF SHRIMP TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good The captain
stated he participated in the TED workshop on July 7 2010


DONOVAN TIEN II TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 21 dockside inspections at Freeport


TIFFANY LEANN II En route to


Freeport we observed a bait shrimper
inside western Galveston Bay north 4


1
of San Luis Pass 29 08540N95
08730W The vessel had recently


their net in as a pile of wet
debris was piled up on the stern no 11
TED was observed in the net While


50 CFR223206d2iiA2
authorizes alternative tow times in 4
lieu of TEDs for baitshrimpers
Texas bait shrimpers are required to


111


use TEDs because TPWD does not


have an exclusive bait shrimp fishery
license The exemption at 50 CFR
223206d2iiA2
specifies Is a bait shrimper that
retains all live shrimp on board with a circulating seawater system if it does notpossess more
than 32 lb 145 kg ofdead shrimp on board if it has a valid original state bait shrimp license
and ifthe state license allows the licensed vessel to participate in the bait shrimp fishery
exclusively
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CAPTAIN BILL The escape openings in the two inspected nets would only stretch to 56 inches
71 inch minimum


DELCO VII While the forward horizontal cut of the two inspected nets stretched to 70 inches
the escape openings would only stretch to 54 inches 71 inch minimum It is worth noting that
this vessel was boarded by NOAA law enforcement on July 18 who issued a good statement
which read 2 Top Opening TEDS Escape Openings Very Close to 71 image of statement
available upon request The US Coast Guard also boarded this boat on its way back to the
dock immediately prior to our inspection on July 21 and also cleared its TEDs as acceptable
Additionally this vessel was cited earlier in the month for fishing in the oilspill closed area off
Louisiana though the deficient escape openings were apparently not observed


ISLA SOY COMO SOY The escape openings of all four inspected nets only stretched to
between 54 and 59 inches and the forward horizontal cuts would only stretch to 49 inches
Additionally there were signs eg significant wearabrasion of the escape flap along the
posterior edge of the TED grid the escape openings were being tied down during fishing
operations


Discussion


The findings from the limited time spent off Texas were extremely discouraging Even after
almost two decades of required TED use full compliance within the fishery appears low
Results would likely have been even worse had a TED workshop not been conducted
immediately prior to the Texas shrimp season opening


While likely to be controversial it is my opinion that past and current enforcement efforts on
both a state and federal level have not been effective in compelling the shrimp fleet to comply
with TED requirements Since late 2001 the US Coast Guard has admittedly been forced to
pursue higher priority issues at sea This shift away from fishery enforcement activities is
amplified by the lack of any other entity filling the void While NOAA has joint enforcement
agreements JEA with all Gulf coastal states resulting in funding to their conservation law
enforcement agencies to help enforce federal regulations and patrol federal waters the JEA
program apparently results in little benefit to TED compliance in federal waters For instance as
policy TPWD will not patrol in federal waters Likewise Louisiana has yet to even enforce
TED regulations in state waters let alone federal waters As a result TED enforcement activities
in federal waters appear to be largely non existent at least in the western Gulf of Mexico This
lack of compliance due in part to deficient enforcement effort casts serious doubts onto the
actual effectiveness of TEDs in protecting and conserving sea turtle populations and as a result
may require reinitiation of the biological opinion for the shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn Kinsey
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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MEMORANDUM FOR John Mitchell Unit Leader Harvesting Systems


FROM Dale Stevens FMES Harvesting Systems


SUBJECT Proposed 2011 TED Outreach and Compliance Inspection Plan


The attached schedule is provided in answer to your request to develop a TED outreach and
compliance inspection plan for 2011 expecting a limited budget and limited assistance from
OLE The effort reflected plan in the plan is much less than what I and others within our Unit
feel is necessary to address what appears to be serious problems with TED compliance in the
fishery A much more proactive and extensive effort is needed both geographically and in time
spent onthe water The areas and times of the trips which are outlined in the plan are based on
our experience as to where boats may be working at a particular time andor where fishermen
outreach may be needed at a particular time Please note that OLE participation and TDY days
are an estimate and is based on our familiarity with the agents who have TED knowledge and
whose base locations were close to our proposed areas of operation As you can see this plan
shows a lot of agency presence to the industry from North Carolina to Texas for a relatively
small amount of money


As I have stated before it is my firm belief that coupled with this or any plan there needs to be
a revision to the TED penalty schedule which would send a clear message that the agency is
serious about non compliance Such a revision would include the authority to issue significant
summary settlements for TED violations which are now only subject to written warnings or fix
it notices I have outlined this to you in previous emails and memos Until we make such
changes to our penalty schedule we will not see a change in compliance within the fishery
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette John Mitchell


Subject Fwd Re Next weeks OSPESCA Meeting 1011 Feb
Date Tuesday February 01 2011 31549 PM
Attachments Re Next weeks OSPESCA Meetina 10 11 Febeml 213 KBlmsa


Hi Guys Would you be available for a call at 11am on Thursday to chat
with Todd Dubois about the CAFTA TED enforcement project Thanks A







From RebeccaMcMahon


To NancvDavesftoaaaov


Cc Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re Next weeks OSPESCA Meeting 1011 Feb
Date Tuesday February 01 2011 10808 PM
Attachments Draft Aaenda for OSPESCA FY 2011 Plannina Meetinadocx


Yes Apologies for not attaching it before


NancyDaves@noaagov wrote
This is the reset of the meeting with Mario and Otto that was
cancelled when Mario couldntget his visa We are peeling Otto out
of the first few hours of the overall OSPESCA Enforcement meeting so
that we can talk to Mario alone


Becky can you resend the agenda Maybe it would be clearer if Alexis
could see it


N


Original Message
From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
Date Tuesday February 1 2011 1159 am
Subject Re Next weeks OSPESCA Meeting


Hi This is the first that I am seeing of this meeting When are
you


expecting us to be available to talk with Otto Also is Todd
available


He has yet to return any of our calls or emails on the project It
would


be good if the NOAA folks could talk before meeting with Otto
Thanks
Alexis


NancyDaves@noaagov wrote


Melanie King agreed to escort Otto when we had the meetings set


up


before I am ccing her again Melanie can you help with this


Feb


10 from 10 to noon I can set up the meetings when I am back in


the


office I dont think we need to see Ottos presentation


beforehand


Agenda wasnt attached to the last email Becky can you send


out







again I think the only non LE people who will be attending our
meeting not the Otto presentation were Alexis and whoever from


the


Pascagoula Lab she wanted to attend Im ccing Alexis also I


think


adding the Coast Guard folks is great My main contacts there


are


Daniel Schaefer and Brad Soule I agree with inviting as many


as the


room will hold


N


Original Message
From RebeccaMcMahon RebeccaMcMahon@noaagov
Date Tuesday February 1 2011 1117 am
Subject Re Next weeks OSPESCA Meeting


The meeting is February 1011 I have attached the agenda we
discussed


just in case you dont have access to it at home Otto is
scheduled to


do a presentation about OSPESCA on the morning of Thursday


Feb


10 from


10OOam 12OOpm but as far as I know we havent made
arrangements for
that yet Do you want me to send out an invitation to people


I


would


just need some guidance on who to send the invite to


NancyDaves@noaagov wrote


Im working at home remind me what days we are talking about


Original Message
From RebeccaMcMahon RebeccaMcMahon @noaagov
Date Tuesday February 1 2011 1052 am
Subject Next weeks OSPESCA Meeting


Hi Nancy







Not sure if youre still on leave or not I just wanted to


check


in to


see if we are all set for next weeks meeting Have you set


up


a


room or


invited anyone to Ottos presentation on Thursday morning I
think in


addition to some of the NMFS IA staff Todd was interested in
inviting
some Coast Guard folks to join us and Im wondering if we


should


just
send out a mass invitation this week and maybe a reminder


next


week to
all those who may be interested Also do you think we


should


ask


to


see Ottos presentation beforehand


I will check today to make sure we can reserve the Conference


room


on


the fourth floor again for you discussions with Mario and


let


me







know


if you think of anything else we need to do before they arrive


Thanks
Becky


Rebecca McMahon


International Program Analyst
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Office of Law Enforcement


8484 Georgia Ave Suite 415
Silver Spring MD 20910
3014272300 x174


Rebecca McMahon


International Program Analyst
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Office of Law Enforcement


8484 Georgia Ave Suite 415
Silver Spring MD 20910
3014272300 x174


Rebecca McMahon


International Program Analyst
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Office of Law Enforcement


8484 Georgia Ave Suite 415
Silver Spring MD 20910
3014272300 x174







Draft Agenda for OSPESCA FY 2011 Planning Meeting February 1011 2011


Silver Spring Maryland


Day 1


900945 Welcome from NMFS OLE and IA Introductions


9451000 Bring Otto to SSMC3 escort him through Security


10001200 Meet and greet with Otto and relevantinterested offices SSMC3


Initial spending and planning discussions with Mario Georgia Ave


12001300 Lunch


13001430 Reconvene as a group recap for Otto the spending discussions from the morning


meeting


Role of the Coordinator


Translation of fisheries laws of OSPESCA countries where does this stand Has all the money


been spent How was it spent are laws and regs posted on the OSPESCA web site Are they


easy to access Have they been used


Workshop on the Use of Technology to Combat IUU Fishing timing of the workshop Probably


should be planned for after the other projects are completed


14301530


Cooperation with International MCS Network including OSPESCA participation in Global


Fisheries Enforcement Training Workshop GFETW additional work with IMCS


15301545 Break


15451730 Continue planning discussions develop schedule for FY 2011 activities with SWD


Shark Finning Enforcement Operations include SWD will this be a workshop When and


where Need explanation of existing OSPESCA shark program How to build on it How does is


this affected by new shark finning legislation


1830 2030 Dinner in Silver Spring


Day 2







900930 Reconvene for the morning Review previous days discussion


9301130 Discussions with SED develop schedule for FY 2011 activities with SED


Enforcement of Turtle Excluder Devise TED Laws which countries When How to achieve


Train the trainers How to disseminate lessons learned to the rest of the region


Enforcement Inspections of Central American Seafood Processors


Break as needed


11301300 Lunch


13001400 Review proposed expenditures for FY2011 activities establish a budget


14001445 Review the MOU make changes based on discussions


14451500 Break


15001600 Continue discussions regarding the MOU and finalize


16001700 Recap previous discussions review assigned tasks for all participants and deadlines for


accomplishing those tasks


Recap of Projects


Translation of fisheries laws of OSPESCA countries


Enforcement of Turtle Excluder Devise TED Laws


Enforcement Inspections of Central American Seafood Processors


Shark Finning Enforcement Operations


Workshop on the Use of Technology to Combat IUU Fishing


Cooperation with International MCS Network







From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester


Subject FYI NE FL TED inspections
Date Thursday February 03 201140851 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I called Richard Chessler to clarify my memory glad I did He meant
they had not done any largescale PRETstyle TED inspections along the
east coast for 5 years They have done 1 2 TED boardings per year since
then in conjunction with FWC usually a day or so off Jacksonville or
St Augustine resulting in 1 2 violations each time Last TED
boardings were about 6 months ago off Jacksonville Still trivial
coverage in the scheme of things







beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard


file ClDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertMichael Barnette 179vcfl528201141323 PM







From DuaneSmith


To Michael Barnette


Subject Re You around


Date Monday February 07 2011 115513 AM
Attachments TED oenaltv matrixdoc


Can you look at this very similar to the white board work we did
which I cant find and help me group offenses


Michael Barnette wrote


This afternoon yes


Michael C Barnette


On Feb 7 2011 at 1050 AM DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov wrote


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have







received this message in error and delete the message







Degree of harm Unlikely to kill Might kill turtles Likely to kill Definitely kill
turtles turtles turtles


Penalty range
No TEDs X


Sewn TEDs X


Angles too
steep


Escape opening
too small


Floats missing
Bar spacing too
high







From Michael Barnette


To DuaneSmith


Cc Robert Hoffman David Bernhart


Subject Re You around


Date Monday February 07 2011 14449 PM
Attachments TED oenalty matrix mcbdoc


Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Duane


See attached I maybe made it more detailed than you were looking for
but this may help classify penalties for the various regulatory
variances that come across your desk I think we definitely need to
come to some consensus on this in order to provide a standardized
message to LE when evaluating TEDs I recently heard about a violation
where a summary settlement 250 was made for 1 inch short side cut
that may or may not have been measured correctly I have the vessel
information and wanted to check with you about that at some point
Regardless we should allow some wiggle room for LE and fishermen fix
it now as well as having a set framework that LE sticks to when
evaluating TEDs In contrast to the strict assessment above I have
also heard of significantly deficient TEDs that have only gotten a
warning There has to be a happy medium and everyone should be singing
the same song I have cced Bob and David on this to see if they think
I am off the reservation in regards to the groupings in the matrix but
it may also be a good idea to shoot this across John Mitchells desk to
see what the gear guys think
Cheers
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Can you look at this very similar to the white board work we did
which I cant find and help me group offenses


Michael Barnette wrote


This afternoon yes


Michael C Barnette


On Feb 7 2011 at 1050 AM DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov wrote


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient







be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message







Degree of harm Unlikely to kill Might kill turtles Likely to kill Definitely kill
turtles turtles turtles


Penalty range
No TEDs X


Sewn TEDs X


Angles too X 35 X611 X 12


steep


Escape opening X 34 side 57 X 56 side 811 X 7 side 12
too small forwardescape forwardescape forwardescape


Floats missing X


Bar spacing too X


high


measurements for single flap 71 escape opening
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emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard
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From DuaneSmith


To John Mitchell


Cc barnette Michael Barnette


Subject Turtle penalty matrix
Date Monday February 07 201193555 PM
Attachments TED oenalty matrix mcbdoc


John


Id be interested in your thoughts on the attached matrix Anything you would do
differently


Duane


Original Message
SubjectRe You around


Date Mon 07 Feb 2011 134449 0500
FromMichael Barnette MichaelBarnette noaaaov


Organization NOAA
To DuaneSmith DuaneSmithanoaaaov
CCRobert Hoffman RobertHoffmanfinoaaaov David Bernhart


David Bernhartlanoaaaov


References4D5014B97050300noaaaovFBOFE753 E4ED 40C1 BFA7
71A4BABC4105Ca noaaaov 4D5023F120400061a noaaaov


Hi Duane


See attached I maybe made it more detailed than you were looking for
but this may help classify penalties for the various regulatory
variances that come across your desk I think we definitely need to
come to some consensus on this in order to provide a standardized
message to LE when evaluating TEDs I recently heard about a violation
where a summary settlement 250 was made for 1 inch short side cut
that may or may not have been measured correctly I have the vessel


information and wanted to check with you about that at some point
Regardless we should allow some wiggle room for LE and fishermen fix
it now as well as having a set framework that LE sticks to when
evaluating TEDs In contrast to the strict assessment above I have
also heard of significantly deficient TEDs that have only gotten a
warning There has to be a happy medium and everyone should be singing
the same song I have cced Bob and David on this to see if they think
I am off the reservation in regards to the groupings in the matrix but
it may also be a good idea to shoot this across John Mitchells desk to
see what the gear guys think
Cheers
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Can you look at this very similar to the white board work we did
which I cant find and help me group offenses


Michael Barnette wrote


This afternoon yes


Michael C Barnette


On Feb 7 2011 at 1050 AM DuaneSmith DuaneSmithPnoaaaov wrote


Duane Smith







Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmithnoaaaov


Office 727 824 5386
Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmithnoaaaov


Office 727 824 5386
Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message







Degree of harm Unlikely to kill Might kill turtles Likely to kill Definitely kill
turtles turtles turtles


Penalty range
No TEDs X


Sewn TEDs X


Angles too X 35 X611 X 12


steep


Escape opening X 34 side 57 X 56 side 811 X 7 side 12
too small forwardescape forwardescape forwardescape


Floats missing X


Bar spacing too X


high


measurements for single flap 71 escape opening







From Alexis Gutierrez


To Rebecca Lent Helen Golde
Cc Michael Barnette Barbara Schroeder LizEnalish


Subject Talking Points for F Video
Date Tuesday February 08 2011 105701 AM
Attachments 2011a Proposed TED Outreach and Compliance HarvestinaFINALndf


Domestic TEDs EnforcementTPSfeb2011FINALdoc


Hi Helen and Rebecca
Please find attached talking points for your discussion with Eric


Its largely a summary of what we have discussed so far Please let us
know if you have any questions or concerns Cheers A
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE


b IlRA
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


1
National Marine Fisheries Service


I p Southeast Fisheries Science Center


w Mississippi Laboratories
pR PO Drawer 1207


Pascagoula MS 395681207


January 20 2011


MEMORANDUM FOR John Mitchell Unit Leader Harvesting Systems


FROM Dale Stevens FMES Harvesting Systems


SUBJECT Proposed 2011 TED Outreach and Compliance Inspection Plan


The attached schedule is provided in answer to your request to develop a TED outreach and
compliance inspection plan for 2011 expecting a limited budget and limited assistance from
OLE The effort reflected plan in the plan is much less than what I and others within our Unit
feel is necessary to address what appears to be serious problems with TED compliance in the
fishery A much more proactive and extensive effort is needed both geographically and in time
spent onthe water The areas and times of the trips which are outlined in the plan are based on
our experience as to where boats may be working at a particular time andor where fishermen
outreach may be needed at a particular time Please note that OLE participation and TDY days
are an estimate and is based on our familiarity with the agents who have TED knowledge and
whose base locations were close to our proposed areas of operation As you can see this plan
shows a lot of agency presence to the industry from North Carolina to Texas for a relatively
small amount of money


As I have stated before it is my firm belief that coupled with this or any plan there needs to be
a revision to the TED penalty schedule which would send a clear message that the agency is
serious about non compliance Such a revision would include the authority to issue significant
summary settlements for TED violations which are now only subject to written warnings or fix
it notices I have outlined this to you in previous emails and memos Until we make such
changes to our penalty schedule we will not see a change in compliance within the fishery
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BRIEFING PAPER ON TED Enforcement in the US Shrimp Fleet


Background


NMFS has found significant compliance issues in the southeast shrimp fishery During the
opening of the Texas shrimp season in July 2010 NMFS gear specialists found that 8 of the
11 boats observedinspected had compliance issues angles flap openings etc The most
egregious case involved no TED In Louisiana NMFS gear specialists found that 26 of the 29
vessels they observed had compliance issues these were much more severe than in Texas at
least three observed boats had no TEDS others had the flaps sewn shut and others had
severe angles that would prevent turtles from escaping the net In 2010 Georgia reported a
47 TED compliance rate Most of these violations involved angles and openings
When NMFS gear specialists talked to shrimpers about the existing TED regulations all of
them knew what the specifications were regardless of whether they were complying with
them or not


TEDS are critically important sea turtle bycatch reduction devices but if the angles exceed 55
degrees and if the flapsopenings do not meet the required specifications then sea turtles will
not be able to escape
Department of State lifted the embargo on wildcaught shrimp from Mexico in October 2010
After our domestic inspections this year NMFS gear specialists have determined that we no
longer meet the international standard that we have held other countries too This creates a
potentially significant liability for the United States as it could provides a basis for another
country to raise the issue before the World Trade Organization for applying a different
standard to their product versus our own domestic product


Talking Points


NMFS OLE FPR and SERO are interested to know how AA Schwaab would like to


proceed with addressing lack of OLE resources to appropriately enforce our domestic
TEDs laws


FPR is willing to contribute 30k to help implement a shortterm plan to increase


compliance developed by NMFS SEC Additional funds and a commitment from OLE
would be needed to implement this short term plan


This shortterm plan would not resolve the longterm need but would start to address this
critical issue


NMFS is in the midst of the annual international TED inspections PL 101162 with


DOS Since the US compliance with existing TED regulation is not at the level
previously thought the standard by which to compare other countries is complicated


Moreover when significant non compliance is found outside the US it may be more
difficult to support a decertification


Ambassador Dave Balton Department of State called DAS Russell Smith expressing
serious concern that NOAAs lack of domestic enforcement and problematic TED


compliance rates are undermining the International TED inspection program DAS Smith
will be reaching out to AA Schwaab about this issue on Friday







From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette Barbara Schroeder John Mitchell


Subject Updates from OLE
Date Tuesday February 08 2011 112505 AM


Hi I just spoke to Stu Cory Now that there is some thinking that there
is money available ie FPRs they have Tracey working on some
operational plans Stu said they will share them once they get them I
shared Pgoulas plan with them too They are thinking pulse operations
Cheers A







From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette


Cc Barbara Schroeder John Mitchell


Subject Re Updates from OLE
Date Tuesday February 08 2011 113123 AM


We agree with you Mike John Barbara and I have been talking about the
need to have a face to face with OLE Tracey Mark Kinsey about this
Given that FPR is putting up some money I think its a legitimate
request that some core folks meet in St Pete with OLE and agree to the
way forward Cheers A


On282011 1127 AM Michael Barnette wrote
I understand the resource limitations but if possible due to the
state of fishery and compliance levels we should stress the need for
more regular operations versus predictable pulse operations At
least until we get the fleet back in line
Dockside inspections are not that expensive to conduct


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi I just spoke to Stu Cory Now that there is some thinking that
there is money available ie FPRs they have Tracey working on
some operational plans Stu said they will share them once they get
them I shared Pgoulas plan with them too They are thinking pulse
operations
Cheers A







From John Mitchell


To DuaneSmith


Cc barnette Michael Barnette


Subject Re Turtle penalty matrix
Date Tuesday February 08 2011 123307 PM
Attachments TED oenalty matrix Pascaaoula1doc


Duane Thanks very much for giving us the opportunity to review the
matrix We concur with Mikes overall categorizations We did however
add two measurements which we feel are important attached We divided
the flap opening measurements into their respective flap types Without
going into more detail as to why our turtle tests show the Double Cover
opening measurements are a bit more critical to turtle exclusion that
the 71 opening


Im happy to provide more info if needed


JM


DuaneSmith wrote


John


Id be interested in your thoughts on the attached matrix Anything
you would do differently


Duane


Original Message
Subject Re You around


Date Mon 07 Feb 2011 134449 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov
CC Robert Hoffman RobertHoffmannoaagovDavid Bernhart
DavidBernhart@noaagov
References 4D5014B97050300@noaagov


FBOFE753 E4ED40C1 BFA7 71A4BABC4105@noaagov
4D5023F12040006@noaagov


Hi Duane


See attached I maybe made it more detailed than you were looking for
but this may help classify penalties for the various regulatory
variances that come across your desk I think we definitely need to
come to some consensus on this in order to provide a standardized
message to LE when evaluating TEDs I recently heard about a violation
where a summary settlement 250 was made for 1 inch short side cut
that may or may not have been measured correctly I have the vessel
information and wanted to check with you about that at some point
Regardless we should allow some wiggleroom for LE and fishermen fix
it now as well as having a set framework that LE sticks to when
evaluating TEDs In contrast to the strict assessment above I have
also heard of significantly deficient TEDs that have only gotten a
warning There has to be a happy medium and everyone should be singing
the same song I have cced Bob and David on this to see if they think
I am off the reservation in regards to the groupings in the matrix but
it may also be a good idea to shoot this across John Mitchellsdesk to







see what the gear guys think
Cheers
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Can you look at this very similar to the white board work we did
which I cant find and help me group offenses


Michael Barnette wrote


This afternoon yes


Michael C Barnette


On Feb 7 2011 at 1050 AM DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov wrote


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cel I 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is







strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message







Degree of harm Unlikely to kill Might kill turtles Likely to kill Definitely kill
turtles turtles turtles


Penalty range
No TEDs X


Sewn TEDs X


Angles too X 35 X611 X 12


steep


Escape opening X 34 side 57 X 56 side 811 X 7 side 12
too small forwardescape forwardescape forwardescape
71 opening


Escape opening X 1 2 side 3 X 34 side 57 X 56 side 811


too small 5 forward forwardescape forwardescape
Double cover escape


opening
Double Cover 16 17 18 19 20


Overlap
Floats missing X


Bar spacing too X


high


measurements for single flap 71 escape opening







From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Cc DuaneSmith


Subject Re Turtle penalty matrix
Date Tuesday February 08 2011 10844 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Thanks for the DC parameters John I also felt those were going to be a
bit tighter and wanted you guys to weigh in on that due to your wealth
of experience with testing etc
Cheers
Mike


John Mitchell wrote


Duane Thanks very much for giving us the opportunity to review the
matrix We concur with Mikes overall categorizations We did
however add two measurements which we feel are important attached
We divided the flap opening measurements into their respective
flap types Without going into more detail as to why our turtle
tests show the Double Cover opening measurements are a bit more
critical to turtle exclusion that the 71 opening
Im happy to provide more info if needed


JM


DuaneSmith wrote


John


Id be interested in your thoughts on the attached matrix Anything
you would do differently


Duane


Original Message
Subject Re You around


Date Mon 07 Feb 2011 134449 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov
CC Robert Hoffman RobertHoffmannoaagovDavid Bernhart
DavidBernhartnoaagov
References 4D5014B97050300@noaagov


FBOFE753 E4ED40C1 BFA771A4BABC4105@noaagov
4D5023F12040006@noaagov


Hi Duane


See attached I maybe made it more detailed than you were looking
for but this may help classify penalties for the various regulatory
variances that come across your desk I think we definitely need to
come to some consensus on this in order to provide a standardized
message to LE when evaluating TEDs I recently heard about a
violation where a summary settlement 250 was made for 1 inch short
side cut that may or may not have been measured correctly I have
the vessel information and wanted to check with you about that at
some point Regardless we should allow some wiggle room for LE and
fishermen fix it now as well as having a set framework that LE







sticks to when evaluating TEDs In contrast to the strict assessment
above I have also heard of significantly deficient TEDs that have
only gotten a warning There has to be a happy medium and everyone
should be singing the same song I have cced Bob and David on this
to see if they think I am off the reservation in regards to the
groupings in the matrix but it may also be a good idea to shoot this
across John Mitchells desk to see what the gear guys think Cheers
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Can you look at this very similar to the white board work we did
which I cant find and help me group offenses


Michael Barnette wrote


This afternoon yes


Michael C Barnette


On Feb 7 2011 at 1050 AM DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov
wrote


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette John Mitchell Stuart Corv Barbara Schroeder
Cc Todd Dubois LizEnalish


Subject Followup from Rebecca and Helen s Conversation
Date Tuesday February 08 2011 21907 PM


Hi Todd Stu John Mike Liz and Barbara
Helen Rebecca and I spoke with Eric and Sam about the


international implications of the lack of Domestic TEDs issues Eric
asked some questions about how the domestic and international TEDs
programs are linked We offered a match from FPR to assist with
short term enforcement needs Eric said he would talk to John about


freeing up some resources to find a match We will loop back with F ste
in the coming days to confirm timing Thanks for everyones help Cheers A







From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Fwd Followup from Rebecca and Helen s Conversation
Date Tuesday February 08 2011 22150 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FYI


Original Message
Subject Followup from Rebecca and Helens Conversation
Date Tue 08 Feb 2011 141907 0500
From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov John Mitchell


JohnMitchell@noaagov Stuart Cory StuartCorynoaagovBarbara
Schroeder BarbaraSchroedernoaagov
CC Todd Dubois ToddDubois@noaagov Liz English
LizEnglish@noaagov


Hi Todd Stu John Mike Liz and Barbara
Helen Rebecca and I spoke with Eric and Sam about the


international implications of the lack of Domestic TEDs issues Eric
asked some questions about how the domestic and international TEDs
programs are linked We offered a match from FPR to assist with
short term enforcement needs Eric said he would talk to John about


freeing up some resources to find a match We will loop back with F ste
in the coming days to confirm timing Thanks for everyones help Cheers A
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Fwd Re Turtle penalty matrix
Date Tuesday February 08 2011 24623 PM
Attachments TED penalty matrix Pascaaoula1doc


Michael Barnettevcf


Here is the final version of the matrix I deferred to John for the DC


parameters


Original Message
Subject Re Turtle penalty matrix
Date Tue 08 Feb 2011 113307 0600
From John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
To DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov
CC barnette Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagov
References 4D50ACOB9050708@noaagov


Duane Thanks very much for giving us the opportunity to review the
matrix We concur with Mikes overall categorizations We did however
add two measurements which we feel are important attached We divided
the flap opening measurements into their respective flap types Without
going into more detail as to why our turtle tests show the Double Cover
opening measurements are a bit more critical to turtle exclusion that
the 71 opening


Im happy to provide more info if needed


JM


DuaneSmith wrote


John


Id be interested in your thoughts on the attached matrix Anything
you would do differently


Duane


Original Message
Subject Re You around


Date Mon 07 Feb 2011 134449 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov
CC Robert Hoffman RobertHoffmannoaagovDavid Bernhart
DavidBernhartnoaagov
References 4D5014B97050300@noaagov


FBOFE753 E4ED40C1 BFA7 71A4BABC4105@noaagov
4D5023F12040006@noaagov


Hi Duane


See attached I maybe made it more detailed than you were looking for
but this may help classify penalties for the various regulatory







variances that come across your desk I think we definitely need to
come to some consensus on this in order to provide a standardized
message to LE when evaluating TEDs I recently heard about a violation
where a summary settlement 250 was made for 1 inch short side cut
that may or may not have been measured correctly I have the vessel
information and wanted to check with you about that at some point
Regardless we should allow some wiggleroom for LE and fishermen fix
it now as well as having a set framework that LE sticks to when
evaluating TEDs In contrast to the strict assessment above I have
also heard of significantly deficient TEDs that have only gotten a
warning There has to be a happy medium and everyone should be singing
the same song I have cced Bob and David on this to see if they think
I am off the reservation in regards to the groupings in the matrix but
it may also be a good idea to shoot this across John Mitchellsdesk to
see what the gear guys think
Cheers
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Can you look at this very similar to the white board work we did
which I cant find and help me group offenses


Michael Barnette wrote


This afternoon yes


Michael C Barnette


On Feb 7 2011 at 1050 AM DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov wrote


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney







Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 9463613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message







Degree of harm Unlikely to kill Might kill turtles Likely to kill Definitely kill
turtles turtles turtles


Penalty range
No TEDs X


Sewn TEDs X


Angles too X 35 X611 X 12


steep


Escape opening X 34 side 57 X 56 side 811 X 7 side 12
too small forwardescape forwardescape forwardescape
71 opening


Escape opening X 1 2 side 3 X 34 side 57 X 56 side 811


too small 5 forward forwardescape forwardescape
Double cover escape


opening
Double Cover 16 17 18 19 20


Overlap
Floats missing X


Bar spacing too X


high


measurements for single flap 71 escape opening
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From Michael Barnette


To veronica mora


Subject Ecuador TED inspection trip
Date Wednesday February 09 2011 114033 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Nola Veronica


I hope all is well with you I have tried to contact Luis but his
email bounced back to me is he still the technical advisor for the


Undersecretary of Fisheries Resources If not do you know who the new
point of contact is
Regardless and I apologize for the late notice but we are looking to
visit Ecuador in March to conduct our annual TED inspection We have a
new person from the Department of State Marlene Menard She came into
her post late so we are behind schedule with our inspections Would a
visit in March be feasible We are thinking maybe of visiting
Esmeraldas for dockside where we saw some issues last year and then
down to Machala for dockside and at sea inspections Please let me know
if we can set a visit up
Cheers
Mike Barnette
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From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc Jack H Forrester


Subject Re TED inspection in Ecuador
Date Wednesday February 09 2011 11958 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Luiss email appears dead I sent a similar message to Veronica my
Spanish tutor who works in the Ecuadorian fisheries department as well


Menard Marlene M wrote
Hi MikeJack


I am working on feasible schedules for EcuadorColumbia and BrazilFGI
in March and should have something to send to you this afternoon with
proposed dates


Thanks Mike for reaching out to Luis


Marlene


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov1
Sent Wednesday February 09 2011 1132 AM
To asesor0l @subpescagovec
Cc Jack H Forrester Menard Marlene M
Subject TED inspection in Ecuador


Hole Luis


I hope all is well with you I apologize for the late notice but we
are looking to visit Ecuador in March to conduct our annual TED
inspection We have a new person from the Department of State Marlene
Menard She came into her post late so we are behind schedule with our
inspections Would a visit in March be feasible We are thinking maybe
of visiting Esmeraldas for dockside where we saw some issues last year
and then down to Machala for dockside and at sea inspections Please
let me know if we can set a visit up
Cheers
Mike Barnette
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From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc Jack H Forrester


Subject Re 2010 trip report for EcuadorColombia
Date Wednesday February 09 2011 14429 PM
Attachments ECUADOR 2010 FORRESTERdoc


ECUADOR 2010 BARNETTEdoc


Michael Barnettevcf


Menard Marlene M wrote
Mike
The last report for Ecuador and Columbia that I have is from 2008
Would you email me a copy of the 2010 report
Thanks
Marlene


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenoaaaov1
Sent Wednesday February 09 2011 1132 AM
To asesor0l @subpescagovec
Cc Jack H Forrester Menard Marlene M
Subject TED inspection in Ecuador


Hola Luis


I hope all is well with you I apologize for the late notice but we
are looking to visit Ecuador in March to conduct our annual TED
inspection We have a new person from the Department of State Marlene
Menard She came into her post late so we are behind schedule with our
inspections Would a visit in March be feasible We are thinking maybe
of visiting Esmeraldas for dockside where we saw some issues last year
and then down to Machala for dockside and at sea inspections Please
let me know if we can set a visit up
Cheers
Mike Barnette
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MEMORANDUM FOR The Record


FROM Michael C Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT 2010 Trip Report for the Ecuador TED Certification Inspection


A team consisting of Michael Barnette Fishery Biologist and Jack Forrester Gear Specialist
from the National Marine Fisheries Service NMFS and James Hogan from the United States
Department of StatesMarine Conservation Office traveled to Quito Ecuador on March 14
2010 The purpose of this trip was to conduct certification inspections under PL 101 162
Section 609 of the Ecuadorian Governmentsshrimp trawl fishery sea turtle protection program
In Ecuador we were joined by staff from Subsecretaria de Recursos Pesqueros SRP including
Boris Ayala Regional Fisheries Director Pedro Cucalon Inspector Juan Marengo Inspector
Veronica Mora Inspector Carlos Sotomayor Inspector and Luis Torres Technical Advisor


The Ecuadorian shrimp fleet currently has approximately 150 active vessels The fishery is
subject to a January February closed season as well as closed areas restricting vessels to
offshore waters Additionally the team was informed the Ecuadorian government has given
notice the fishery will be terminated in three years no wild harvest of shrimp via trawlers will
apparently be permitted after 2012 if the proposed regulations are fully implemented ie
barring any administration change or reversal within SRP


March 15 2010


The team departed for the airport at approximately 830 am to fly to Esmeraldas at 1000 am
Arriving in Esmeraldas we proceeded to our hotel in Atacames to check in and conduct a
preliminary meeting with SRP Following the meeting the team proceeded back to Esmeraldas
and conducted an impromptu inspections of the boats currently moored in the harbor
Approximately 10 shrimp trawlers were rafted up and at anchor though only 3 of these vessels
were in any sort of condition to potentially conduct fishing operations The KAREN RAQUEL
was found to have its TEDs installed backwards reverse angle in both nets backup nets with
sewnin bags were also observed to be naked The boat reportedly had returned from fishing
March 13 the TEDs looked like they were recently installed The PEDRO PABLO had wet nets
but dry TED extensions with the wet naked bags on deck indicating the vessel was likely not
utilizing TEDs during fishing operations This was further supported by the finding of a zipline
used to sew up the escape opening installed in one net The captain indicated he was fishing 12
days prior to our inspection The vessel FATIMA was last out 60 days previously Inspectors
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found a forward cut of only 12 inches on one TED equipped with a doublecover opening ie
minimum 20inch forward cut required The team returned to Atacames around 700pm that
evening


March 16 2010


The team departed Atacames at 600 am for Sua for planned atsea inspections Unfortunately
the SRP panga provided was not adequate to perform atsea work and inspections were
suspended after inspecting one trawler however the trawler was found to be operating with
proper TEDs installed The team eventually returned to Atacames where they later conducted a
TED installation for the benefit of the SRP inspectors


March 17 2010


The team traveled from Atacames to Manta At Manta participated in a meeting with SRP staff
and reviewed past law enforcement actions ie TED related violations


March 18 2010


The team departed Manta at 500 am and traveled to Puerto Lopez for atsea inspections The
findings specifically discrepancies to TED regulations and their relative significance of the


inspections are summarized below
PATRICIA doublecover top shooters with 58 angle on her starboard net port side TED grid
was not seized with twine around its perimeter The overlap of the escape opening flaps was
also not sufficient to retain product efficiently near the top of the grid These are considered
minor technical issues Inspectors flagged issues
SAN SALVADOR doublecover top shooters Vessel was in the process of offloading product
The vessel had spare TEDs onboard though one net was observed to be sewn to its bag with no
installed TED The port side TED was ripped out of the net and had a broken bar likely due to
debris Inspectors flagged issues and repairs were initiated
NACHITO doublecover top shooters Good installation of TEDs
CESAR PAUL singlecover top shooters 30 angle No forward escape opening cut resulting
in an insufficient escape opening Inspectors flagged issues and the team returned to this vessel
later to assist with proper installation of the TED
FABRIMARIO TED grid installed backwards rolldown opposite of the escape opening crew
stated they were told to install it this way by an SRP inspector Otherwise TEDs were adequate
Inspectors flagged issues
ALLISON KARINA doublecover top shooters good angles The overlap of the escape
opening flaps were also not sufficient to retain product efficiently near the top of the grid and
the flap panels extended slightly too far past the terminus of the TED grid Inspectors flagged
issues These are considered minor technical issues


ANA MARIA doublecover top shooters good angles An extra float was tied to the flap
which restricted opening somewhat Inspectors flagged issues This was considered a minor
technical issue


Following the atsea inspections the team travelled to Playas arriving around 800 pm The
team was joined by Josh Archibald from the Quito Embassy that evening who participated in at
sea inspections the following day before returning to Quito
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March 19 2010


Due to inclement weather atsea inspections off Playas were delayed until after 1000 am A
single trawler was boarded and found to have proper TEDs installed Following our return to
Playas James Hogan departed the team and eventually returned to Washington DC


March 20 2010


The team departed Playas at 600 am but due to inclement weather opted to conduct dockside
boardings at Puerto El Morro in lieu of atsea inspections Several of the vessels at Puerto El
Morro were not rigged for fishing and under repair The active vessels found at Puerto El Morro
fish for small shrimp with small mesh The findings specifically discrepancies to TED
regulations and their relative significance of the inspections are summarized below
GRACIAS A DIOS doublecover top shooters good angles Port side TED had huge escape
opening though the starboard side had no side cuts resulting in a small escape opening
Inspectors flagged issues and repairs were initiated
ESTELLA MAR doublecover top shooters good angles though on the low side The
starboard doublecover flap had a 17 inch overlap while the portside had a 16 inch overlap
Short escape opening flaps Inspectors flagged issues This was considered a minor technical
issue


TIKY installed TEDs observed could not board due to its location in the mangroves
NAPOLEON installed TEDs observed could not board due to its location in the mangroves
DON ALBERTO installed TEDs observed could not board due to its location in the
mangroves


Following the inspections the team returned to Playas to transfer personnel before traveling on
to Machala


March 21 2010


The team departed Puerto Bolivar and traveled south until reaching an area where approximately
15 vessels were working En route abundant floating tree debris sighted including several semi
submerged trees The findings specifically discrepancies to TED regulations and their relative
significance of the inspections are summarized below
MARIA PRISCILA doublecover top shooters wellused Good angle on port net but low
angle on starboard Inspectors flagged issues This was considered a minor technical issue
MELISA doublecover bottom shooter on port net and singleflap bottom shooter on starboard
net Good TEDs properly installed and wellused
CIUDAD DE QUITO very clean and wellmaintained vessel Doublecover top shooters well
used Starboard side TED grid tacoed and broken bar Had spare TED onboard and proceeded
to exchange while we were present Port side grid installed at a low angle and escape flaps not
sewn up the side optional Inspectors flagged issues
ROSA STEFANIA doublecover top shooters good angles 40 port side 52 starboard side
Due to a consistently observed pattern of low TED grid angles short escapeopening flaps and
lack of sewing up the sides of the flaps we queried the captain of the vessel about these trends
He responded these factors worked better to exclude debris more efficiently which was
obviously abundant in the area Regardless these are considered minor technical issues for
turtle exclusion
TIJUANA crew was acting weird stated they were running out of fuel and could not raise nets
A nearby panga also stated the same thing and mentioned they were going to port to acquire
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more fuel We informed inspectors this was highly suspicious and requested boat to raise nets so
we could visually confirm if TEDs were installed in nets The crew complied and we quickly
observed functioning doublecover top shooters installed in the nets
GEMINIS doublecover top shooters An extra float was installed on the top outside of the
grid which while fishing could potentially complicate a turtles escape as well as hold the flaps
open reducing product retention Additionally the two escape flaps were sewn down together
approximately 45 inches at the top Inspectors flagged issues These were considered minor
technical issues


SAVANAH doublecover top shooters Consistent with a few other vessels the TED grids
were installed at low angles ie approximately 25 for debris exclusion Inspectors flagged
issues


GLORIA ELENA doublecover top shooters good angles 49 port side 45 starboard side
One float was tied through the side of an escape flap Inspectors flagged the float installation
which is considered a minor technical issue


March 22 2010


The team departed Machala and traveled to Guayaquil for dockside inspections The findings
specifically discrepancies to TED regulations and their relative significance of the inspections
are summarized below


Juan Carlos docks


ALVAREZ CABRAL the vessel was undergoing overhaul in preparation of fishing within a
week The TEDs were apparently converted from singleflap escape openings to doublecover
top shooters though the side cuts of the newly installed TEDs were a bit short 1718 inches
Angles were good 50 port side 45 starboard side Newly delivered TEDs on the dock were
found to have 19inch side cuts


Unknown company name
WILLY FIRST not fully rigged for fishing no cables on winches no doors etc Double
cover top shooters good angles 50 port side 54 starboard side
ROOSMEL singlecover top shooters good angles Port side net had sufficient side cuts but
could only achieve an opening of 65 inches The starboard side net only had 20inch side cuts
and produced a 60inch escape opening Inspectors flagged issues
Eterni Company had a single boat that was not rigged for fishing
Anonino Company had two boats but neither was rigged for fishing However the net shop was
repairing several damaged nets and TEDs Doublecover top shooters but with only 1718 inch
side cuts Inspectors flagged issues
Particular Company
PIONEER the vessel was reportedly planning on fishing in five days Singlecover top
shooters rigged with Seymour TED grids The side cuts were insufficient eg 14 inches on
port side net resulting in insufficient escape openings eg 40 inches Inspectors flagged
issues Captain crew and net maker not present during our impromptu visit Inspectors planned
return visit to confirm corrections before vessel departed for fishing


CONCLUSIONS


The team was able to inspect over 20 percent of the Ecuadorian fishing fleet for compliance with
TED requirements While numerous discrepancies were observed most were minor in nature
no naked nets or other egregious violations were noted during atsea inspections Furthermore
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the Ecuadorian inspectors were clearly competent and obviously experienced and comfortable
conducting TED inspections They quickly noted issues with installed TEDs and worked to
rectify the issues with the captain and crew The Ecuadorian TED program has established
regulations that are widely disseminated and understood by the shrimp fishery on several
occasions TED manuals were produced onboard shrimp vessels by the captain It would appear
recent TED workshops conducted in 2009 may have improved compliance within the fishery
The exception to the above appeared to be the northern port of Esmeraldas Inspected vessels
here had poor TEDs installed and indications of circumventing TED requirements while at sea
We recommended SRP expend additional energy in this area to improve compliance in this area
It was also noted that this port exhibited numerous boats in various states of disrepair with
several likely never to operate in the fishery again due to significant structural issues stemming
from neglect


Based on the observations ofvessels operating in the fishery as well as the competence and
effectiveness of the SRP inspectors I believe Ecuador currently possesses a TED program
comparable in effectiveness to that of the United States
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From Michael Barnette


To Jack Forrester


Cc Menard Marlene M


Subject Re 2010 trip report for EcuadorColombia
Date Wednesday February 09 2011 20339 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Unfortunately not


Jack Forrester wrote


Mike do you have info for Boris
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Menard Marlene M wrote
Mike
The last report for Ecuador and Columbia that I have is from 2008
Would you email me a copy of the 2010 report
Thanks
Marlene


Original Message
From Michael Barnette fmailtoMichaelBarnetteCanoaaaovSent
Wednesday February 09 2011 1132 AM
To asesor0l @subpescagovec
Cc Jack H Forrester Menard Marlene M
Subject TED inspection in Ecuador


Hola Luis


I hope all is well with you I apologize for the late notice but we
are looking to visit Ecuador in March to conduct our annual TED
inspection We have a new person from the Department of State Marlene
Menard She came into her post late so we are behind schedule with
our


inspections Would a visit in March be feasible We are thinking
maybe
of visiting Esmeraldas for dockside where we saw some issues last year
and then down to Machala for dockside and at sea inspections Please
let me know if we can set a visit up
Cheers
Mike Barnette
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From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc Jack Forrester


Subject Re 2010 trip report for EcuadorColombia
Date Wednesday February 09 2011 20418 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Senor James Hogan Crazy trip We dont need to do that again


Menard Marlene M wrote
The schedule for Ecuador for 2010 was pretty complex Who made it up


Original Message
From Jack Forrester mailtoJackHForresterCahnoaaaov
Sent Wednesday February 09 2011 159 PM
To Michael Barnette


Cc Menard Marlene M
Subject Re 2010 trip report for EcuadorColombia


Mike do you have info for Boris
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Menard Marlene M wrote


Mike
The last report for Ecuador and Columbia that I have is from 2008
Would you email me a copy of the 2010 report
Thanks
Marlene


Original Message
From Michael Barnette FinailtoMichaelBarnetteanoaa00v1Sent
Wednesday February 09 2011 1132 AM
To asesor0l @subpescagovec
Cc Jack H Forrester Menard Marlene M
Subject TED inspection in Ecuador


Hola Luis


I hope all is well with you I apologize for the late notice but we
are looking to visit Ecuador in March to conduct our annual TED
inspection We have a new person from the Department of State


Marlene


Menard She came into her post late so we are behind schedule with


our


inspections Would a visit in March be feasible We are thinking


maybe


of visiting Esmeraldas for dockside where we saw some issues last


year







and then down to Machala for dockside and at sea inspections Please
let me know if we can set a visit up
Cheers
Mike Barnette
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From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc Jack Forrester


Subject Re 2010 trip report for EcuadorColombia
Date Wednesday February 09 2011 20838 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I think Bob went there maybe in 2009 or at least for TED workshops
it was not bundled with Ecuador last year He is out of the office
today and I wont see him until Monday


Menard Marlene M wrote
The last trip report I have for Colombia is 2008 Was there a visit to
Colombia since 2008


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailto Michael Barnettenanoaaaov
Sent Wednesday February 09 2011 204 PM
To Jack Forrester


Cc Menard Marlene M
Subject Re 2010 trip report for EcuadorColombia


Unfortunately not


Jack Forrester wrote


Mike do you have info for Boris
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Menard Marlene M wrote


Mike
The last report for Ecuador and Columbia that I have is from 2008
Would you email me a copy of the 2010 report
Thanks
Marlene


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailto Michael Barnettenanoaaaov Sent
Wednesday February 09 2011 1132 AM
To asesor0l@subpescagovec
Cc Jack H Forrester Menard Marlene M
Subject TED inspection in Ecuador


Hola Luis


I hope all is well with you I apologize for the late notice but
we are looking to visit Ecuador in March to conduct our annual TED
inspection We have a new person from the Department of State
Marlene Menard She came into her post late so we are behind
schedule with our inspections Would a visit in March be feasible


We are thinking maybe of visiting Esmeraldas for dockside where we







saw some issues last year and then down to Machala for dockside and


atsea inspections Please let me know if we can set a visit up
Cheers
Mike Barnette
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From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc Jack Forrester


Subject Re 2010 trip report for EcuadorColombia
Date Wednesday February 09 2011 22222 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Not many maybe 5 6 sound about right Jack


Menard Marlene M wrote
How many active boats in Cartagena


Original Message
From Jack Forrester mailtoJackHForresterCahnoaaaov
Sent Wednesday February 09 2011 219 PM
To Menard Marlene M Michael Barnette
Subject Re 2010 trip report for EcuadorColombia


We did a workshop in Cartaegna and Buenaventura but no inspections in
2009


Jack


Menard Marlene M wrote


Jack
Do you know
Thanks
Marlene


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov
Sent Wednesday February 09 2011 209 PM
To Menard Marlene M
Cc Jack Forrester


Subject Re 2010 trip report for EcuadorColombia


I think Bob went there maybe in 2009 or at least for TED workshops
it was not bundled with Ecuador last year He is out of the office
today and I wont see him until Monday


Menard Marlene M wrote


The last trip report I have for Colombia is 2008 Was there a visit
to Colombia since 2008


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov
Sent Wednesday February 09 2011 204 PM
To Jack Forrester


Cc Menard Marlene M
Subject Re 2010 trip report for EcuadorColombia


Unfortunately not


Jack Forrester wrote







Mike do you have info for Boris
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Menard Marlene M wrote


Mike
The last report for Ecuador and Columbia that I have is from 2008
Would you email me a copy of the 2010 report
Thanks
Marlene


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMirhaelBarnettenanoaa00v Sent
Wednesday February 09 2011 1132 AM
To asesor0l @subpescagovec
Cc Jack H Forrester Menard Marlene M
Subject TED inspection in Ecuador


Hola Luis


I hope all is well with you I apologize for the late notice but


we are looking to visit Ecuador in March to conduct our annual TED


inspection We have a new person from the Department of State
Marlene Menard She came into her post late so we are behind
schedule with our inspections Would a visit in March be


feasible


We are thinking maybe of visiting Esmeraldas for dockside where we


saw some issues last year and then down to Machala for dockside
and







apaUJ2ga1N
saaaLo


dnlsi2hasu2Dam4mouauas2aldsuoipadsu
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez John Mitchell


Subject Re Conference call in Information for OSPESCA discussions


Date Wednesday February 09 2011 30440 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Unfortunately I will be out of the office and unable to make this
call Yall know where I stand though


RebeccaMcMahon wrote


Hi Everyone


I wanted to forward the conference call in information to you all for
tomorrow and Fridays discussions I had to use two different call in
lines hopefully that is not too confusing I have listed the
discussion topics times dates and call in information below for your
convenience Also if you would like to be included in any of the
other discussions tomorrow and Friday please let us know Thanks
and let me know if you have any problems calling in
Topic Shark Finning Enforcement Operations
Date Thursday February 10 2011
Time 245 530


Call In Number 888 769 8711


Passcode 33814


Topic Enforcement of TED Laws Enforcement
Inspections of CA Seafood Processors
Date Friday February 11 2011
Time 930 1130


Call In Number 877973 7592


Passcode 2951814
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc John Mitchell


Subject Re Conference call in Information for OSPESCA discussions


Date Thursday February 10 201194506 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Weather collapsed on us no trip so I will be in the office and
available for the call


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Thanks for giving us the headsup Yes we definitely know and share
your views Cheers A


On292011 304 PM Michael Barnette wrote
Unfortunately I will be out of the office and unable to make this
call Yall know where I stand though


RebeccaMcMahon wrote


Hi Everyone


I wanted to forward the conference call in information to you all
for tomorrow and Fridays discussions I had to use two different
call in lines hopefully that is not too confusing I have listed
the discussion topics times dates and call in information below
for your convenience Also if you would like to be included in any
of the other discussions tomorrow and Friday please let us know
Thanks and let me know if you have any problems calling in
Topic Shark Finning Enforcement Operations
Date Thursday February 10 2011
Time 245 530
Call In Number 888 769 8711


Passcode 33814


Topic Enforcement of TED Laws Enforcement
Inspections of CA Seafood Processors
Date Friday February 11 2011
Time 930 1130
Call In Number 877973 7592


Passcode 2951814
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From Michael Barnette


To Stuart Cory


Cc Jack Forrester Alexis Gutierrez John Mitchell


Subject Re TEDS


Date Thursday February 10 2011 120439 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


To add a little bit the standard we look at is comparable in
effectiveness So they dont have to have an identical
managementenforcementlegal setup as in the US but if the program
results in similar reductions in sea turtle bycatch then its
comparable For example they dont necessarily have to have extensive
atsea inspections if they happen to have mandatory entranceexits
inspections for every fishing trip and if those dockside inspections
are effective in assuring cheating etc is not occurring Likewise
their penalty structure does not have to be the exact same as the US
as long as it provides a deterrent and remedies illegal activity We
try to make sure that when a violation is documented there is
followthrough in the judicial system and a penalty is levied
Also everything is proportional If a country has a fleet of only 10
boats and they inspect them each 3 4 times a year that is exceptional
coverage compared to the US where we maybe inspect 05 of the the
fleet in a given year
Cheers
Mike


Jack Forrester wrote


The standards we use is comparable to the US program and we also work
with enforcement in the US for example if a case is made here we look
at the fines that were handed down and expect other countries to also
do the same


Jack


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Stu
I am ccing Mike Barnette SERO and John Mitchell and Jack


Forrester SEC who participate first hand in the International TEDs
Inspections From my general understanding our inspections involve
looking at their domestic regulations how they enforce them via
dockside and atsea inspections and the frequency of prosecution
Our folks have worked with these countries for several years almost
two decades now so they know how to read the situation in each
country Mike John and Jack please jump in here Thanks A


On2102011 926 AM Stuart Cory wrote
Alexis


Thanks for the site I was wondering do you know what the standard of
compliance you are looking at when dealing with these countries Is
it based


on the number of vessels or type of TED violations


Stu


Original Message
From Alexis Gutierrez mailtoAlexisGutierreznanoaaaov
Sent Wednesday February 09 2011 332 PM
To Stuart Cory







Subject Re TEDS


Hi Stu
The current 2002 in place is the 2002 Biological Opinion for the


Southeast Shrimp Fishery On page 58 61 are the reasonable and prudent
alternatives and the terms and conditions Point five on page 60
explicitly states that NOAA will have Protected Resources Enforcement
Teams PRET


Further this BIOP is under review so there will likely be new
terms and conditions when it is released late springearly summer Hope
this helps Please let me know if you have any additional questions
Cheers Alexis


httoseronmfsnoaaaovnrndfBion shrimp trawlina202002ndf


On292011 315 PM Stuart Cory wrote
Alexis


I had a quick question for you Do you know what standards we are
holding
these other countries to when it comes to TEDS Is there a BO or


something
in writing I can look at


Thanks


Stu
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From Michael Barnette


To Stuart Cory


Cc Jack Forrester Alexis Gutierrez John Mitchell


Subject Re TEDS


Date Thursday February 10 201145707 PM
Attachments TED boardina form sinale cover escape oneninaodf


TED boardina form double cover escape ooeninaodf


Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Stuart


I am a bit confused Are you asking if we NOAA use boarding forms for
foreign inspections If so the answer is no We take notes on what we
see not just on the TEDs but primarily the inspectors Foreign trips
are evaluations on the overall program In any case for most
countries they have their own standardized TED inspection form and we
can provide some examples of these if you wish
At the request of some states Pascagoula produced basic TED boarding
forms for potential use see attached I dont think these are widely
used and are apparently not used or filed for good inspections USCG
has different forms and I did get a copy of something similar from NOAA
LE but I dont think it was the same nor did it include all of the
required measurements if I remember correctly Use of boarding forms
and filing of this information into a single database that we can use to
help judge compliance here in the US is still a dilemma that needs to
be addressed Hopefully we can gain some traction here in the near
future


Cheers
Mike


Stuart Cory wrote
All


Thanks for the answers I have just have one more we have heard that you
use a boarding form or check list when you board these shrimp vessels I
would like to get a copy of one if possible Our enforcement officers also
have boarding forms but they dont specifically deal with TEDS


Thanks


Stu


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnetteTnoaaaov
Sent Thursday February 10 2011 1205 PM
To Stuart Cory
Cc Jack Forrester Alexis Gutierrez John Mitchell
Subject Re TEDS


To add a little bit the standard we look at is comparable in effectiveness
So they dont have to have an identical managementenforcementlegal setup
as in the US but if the program results in similar reductions in sea
turtle bycatch then its comparable For example they dont necessarily
have to have extensive atsea inspections if they happen to have mandatory
entranceexits inspections for every fishing trip and if those dockside


inspections are effective in assuring cheating etc is not occurring
Likewise their penalty structure does not have to be the exact same as the
US as long as it provides a deterrent and remedies illegal activity We
try to make sure that when a violation is documented there is
follow through in the judicial system and a penalty is levied







Also everything is proportional If a country has a fleet of only 10 boats
and they inspect them each 3 4 times a year that is exceptional coverage
compared to the US where we maybe inspect 05 of the the fleet in a given
year


Cheers
Mike


Jack Forrester wrote


The standards we use is comparable to the US program and we also work
with enforcement in the US for example if a case is made here we look
at the fines that were handed down and expect other countries to also
do the same


Jack


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Stu
I am ccing Mike Barnette SERO and John Mitchell and Jack


Forrester SEC who participate first hand in the International TEDs
Inspections From my general understanding our inspections involve
looking at their domestic regulations how they enforce them via
dockside and at sea inspections and the frequency of prosecution
Our folks have worked with these countries for several years almost
two decades now so they know how to read the situation in each
country Mike John and Jack please jump in here Thanks A


On2102011 926 AM Stuart Cory wrote


Alexis


Thanks for the site I was wondering do you know what the standard
of compliance you are looking at when dealing with these countries
Is it based on the number of vessels or type of TED violations


Stu


Original Message
From Alexis Gutierrez mailtoAlexisGutierreznanoaaaov
Sent Wednesday February 09 2011 332 PM
To Stuart Cory
Subject Re TEDS


Hi Stu
The current 2002 in place is the 2002 Biological Opinion for


the Southeast Shrimp Fishery On page 58 61 are the reasonable and
prudent alternatives and the terms and conditions Point five on
page 60 explicitly states that NOAA will have Protected Resources
Enforcement Teams PRET


Further this BIOP is under review so there will likely be
new terms and conditions when it is released late springearly
summer Hope this helps Please let me know if you have any additional


questions


Cheers Alexis


henseronmfsnoaaaovnrndfBion shrimp trawlina202002odf


On292011 315 PM Stuart Cory wrote







Alexis


I had a quick question for you Do you know what standards we are
holding these other countries to when it comes to TEDS Is there a
BO or


something


in writing I can look at


Thanks


Stu







NMFS TED Enforcement Boarding Forma
71inch TED Opening


Approved for inshore and offshore waters I0


Date Note All measurements are stretched
Dort TED Stbd


Vessel Name lengths excep F 1 2 3 4
Location


O
Minimum Cut Width 71


Officer


Minimum Cut Depth 26


71 when stretched


minimum


Flap Length 24


Olt OD Maximum


i Flap Side Attach 6 Max


from aft edge of grid


CD
TED Frame Angle


it 0 3055 degrees


O
TED ANGLE RULE Whipline


I
Angle of TED frame Trawl


must measure between


s 30 and 55 degrees 1
when hanging 1 1


55 at 1 a9 1
45 pC


10le 30
0


TED FLOAT RULE


All bottom opening TEDs


r N
must have flotation


TRY NET TED EXEMPTION
TED Circumference 1


1 Headrope length must be 120 or more 2 floats
12ft or less and


00
2 ap lengthlen th must be less than 120 1 float 1


15ft or less Q
N


Comments







NMFS TED Enforcement Boarding Form 0


DoubleCover TED Opening 1
Approved for inshore and offshore waters


Date Note All measurements are stretched
Dort TED Stbd


Vessel Name lengths except D F 1 2 3 4
1 Location


O
Minimum Cut Width 56


1 Officer


Minimum Cut Depth 20


C Panel Overlap 15
Maximum


7 Flap Length 24
p Maximum


158 webbing maximum
fA


TED Frame Angle
B 3055


O


TED ANGLE RULE Whipline


I
0


O


Angle of TED frame Trawl


444fra
must measure between


30 and 55 degrees i


2 when hanging i
55 0


Dag


45


I 30
0


TED FLOAT RULE


All bottom opening TEDs
must have flotation


7TRY NET TED EXEMPTION
TED Circumference


1 Headrope length must be 120 or more 2 floats
12ft or less and


00 i2 Footrope length must be less than 120 1 float


15ft or less j


Comments
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From Michael Barnette


To Jack Forrester


Subject Re proposed TEDs certification visit to Colombia
Date Friday February 11 201195035 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I agree she just needs a gentle prodding to get the scheduling in order


Jack Forrester wrote


Yeah Mike I talked to here and told her about our problems but made it
clear that it was no J Hogan problem she has a meeting with her today
and is going to tell her we need something for budget reasons
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Did Alexis call you


Michael C Barnette


On Feb 11 2011 at 919 AM Jack Forrester
JackHForresternoaagov wrote


Marlene what do you think about leaving Ecuador until after May
there may be no fishery there in another year and also can we go
ahead and plan on using the proposed schedule which is Columbia
March 7 thru 13 Brazil French Guianna say March 20 thru the 29th and
Honduras Panama April 4th thru the 11th
Jack


Menard Marlene M wrote


Fyi


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Thursday February 10 2011 413 PM
To Myers Robert E Stater Timothy M
Cc Cory John R Ayers Timothy J Cervantes Elizabeth
Cuellar Marithza
Subject RE proposed TEDs certification visit to Colombia


Hi Rob


Thank you for your quick response We would be accompanied by GOC
fisheries officialsinspectors on all official business and would
limit our movements outside of official business as


recommended required


Tim


Please let me know other information that would be useful for me to


provide to you


Regards


Marlene


From Myers Robert E







Sent Thursday February 10 2011 404 PM
To Menard Marlene M
Cc Stater Timothy M Cory John R Ayers Timothy J Cervantes
Elizabeth Cuellar Marithza
Subject RE proposed TEDs certification visit to Colombia


Marlene


I dont see any specific concern at this time but the security
situation in that part of Colombia remains fluid Please have
someone in Tims shop submit the travel request on your behalf
Meanwhile I will have my FSN staff provide recent history on
security incidents in that area


Rob


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Thursday February 10 2011 339 PM
To Stater Timothy M Myers Robert E
Subject proposed TEDs certification visit to Colombia
Importance High


Hi Tim


I would like to schedule a TEDs certification visit myself and two
NOAA colleagues to Colombia for March 7 12 Destinations to
include Buenaventura transfer in Bogota and Cartagena Specific
itinerary below


Mon March 7 travel USA Bogota


Tues March Bogota Buenaventura depart 800 am arrive 915 am


Afternoon inspections


Wedn March 9 inspections


Thur March 10 Travel Buenaventura Bogota depart 935 am arrive
1040 am


Travel Bogota Cartagena depart 140 pm arrive 305 pm various
flight times here


Fri March 11 inspections Cartagena


Sat March 12 Travel Cartagena Bogota USA


DOS makes an annual certification to Congress listing those foreign
countries with TED turtle exclusion device programs in their
shrimp trawl industry comparable in effectiveness to the US
program The last certification visit to Colombia was in 2008
although there were training workshops in Buenaventura and
Cartagena in 2009 The objective of the visit is to get information
from fisheries officials on their TEDs enforcement activities since


our last visit the status of their current TEDs program and
accompany inspectors on actual inspections both dockside and
atsea if at all possible The information I have is that the
shrimp fleet is mostly out of Buenaventura with about six boats







operating out of Cartagena Cartagena is included in the schedule
even though the number of boats there is low since NOAA did a
workshop there in 2009


Subject to RSO approval of this visititinerary would you or
someone in your office check with your Fisheries contacts to help
in the planning of our schedule At the end of our visits we ask
to outbrief the fisheries director or designee and chief of
inspection or comparable official I dont know who that would be
in Cartagena If none available there then we could outbrief the
officials accompanying us on the visit If there are meetings we
should do in Bogota with fisheries officials perhaps that could be
scheduled on Thur March 10 with a later flight that
afternoonevening BogotaCartagena to discuss enforcement efforts
and report on our findings in Buenaventura


Robert


I understand that your office must approve travel incountry Do
you see any issues with the proposed itinerary above We would stay
only at embassy approved hotels


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette Bob Hoffman David Bernhart
Cc Barbara Schroeder


Subject Were you aware
Date Tuesday February 15 2011 43759 PM


or is Roy aware that John Oliver and Alan Risenhoover have been talking
with OLE about a serious of pulse ops in the shrimp fishery starting as
early as this month Cheers A







From NMFSIACABLES


To Alexis GutierrezAISamuelsalnoaaaovBarbaraSchroeder6noaaaovBeckvRootesanoaaaov Cheri Mccartv
Steven Wilson Diana Figueroa DavidDetIoranoaaaovDean Swanson Grea Schneider
JanineGaIIowav6noaaaov Jean Pierre PIe Jennifer Olson JenniferAndersonanoaaaov
JimHerkelrathalnoaagovJimMccallumanoaaaovJohnDKeIIvalnoaaaovJohnMitchellanoaaaov
JudsonFederalnoaaaovKelly Denit Kimberly Blankenbeker KristvLonaOnoaaaovLindaChavesalnoaaaov
Liz English MarkMurravBrownanoaaaovMikiHiranoOnoaaaov Nancy Daves NancyThomosonalnoaaaov
NedCvranoaaaovNicoleLeboeufanoaaaovOthaEaslevanoaaaovPamMoenlanoaaaov
PatMorannoaaaovPatKurkulnoaaaovPatrickOpavanoaagov Paul Niemeier Rebecca Lent
ScotYamashita6noaaaov StenhenKBrownlanoaaaovTomHouriaan JessicaKondelanoaagov
StuartCorvalnoaaaovLauraTezeranoaaaovKevinPainteranoaaaovMartinaSaaanoluanoaaaov
CharlesRatermanftoaaaovEIIenMMcOueenalnoaaaovKathvScolaMoaaGovmariahollidayanoaagov
MicheleJoubertalnoaagovKimberlvSpeechalnoaaaovKarenNikialnoaaaovJoannMcleanalnoaaaov
KarenHeiseGentileanoaaaovLouiseWonganoaaaovBrendaGSmithc noaaaov MarvannAllenanoaaaov
Diane Tierney BradWilevanoaaaovCasevOravetzalnoaaaovLauraCimoanoaaaovJeffrey Ray Joseph
Brenner LohLee Low Frank Lockhart Heidi Hermsmever Peaav Solomon Karolyn Potter Michael Barnette
RavmondClarke Michael Seki Dawn Graham Meahan Donahue T Reed PeterOooenheimer6noaaaov
Angela Somma Christopher Rogers Rebecca McMahon Michael Abbey Teresa Turk Derek Campbell Jennifer
Schull David OBrien Ricardo Ramos Russell Smith Todd Dubois


Subject Cables


Date Wednesday February 16 2011 10950 PM
Attachments LAW ENFORCEMENT SITREP ONE AND FINAL F V SUNSET BAY 1 SITUATIeml648 KBlmsa


LE SITREP MISS SONIA US 1 SITUATION A PERIOD 280139ZJAnli pml 445 KBmsa


LAW ENFORCEMENT LANCHA SIGHTING ONE LANCHA SIGHTED 43NM NORTH OFeml 386 KBLmsa


LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL INCURSION INTERDICTION OF 01 MEXICAN LANCHAeml493 KBmsa


PREPARATIONS FOR US CHILE MARINE PROTECTED AREA SISTER Park Agreememl 966 KBlmsa


LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL INCURSION DETECTION 1 SITUATION A PERIOD eml 392 KBlmsa


BEIJING MEDIA REACTION EARLY ALERT COMMENTARY AMBASSADOR HUNTSMAN Ceml 488 KBmsa


D11 LMR ENFORCEMENT SUMMARY FOR JAN 1 EEZ ENFORCEMENT A EFFORTS eml 438 KBmsa


PAYMENT TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLAeml314 KBlmsa


Please note the following cables cannot be transmitted electronically
They will be available from FIA in hard copy for the next two weeks
After this time they will be shredded Please contact Jennifer
Olson3017132276 if you would like a copy of the following cables


The Sensitive Unclassified cables are NONE


The Unclassified cables are SEE ATTACHED







From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverificationmaildocaov


Subject BEIJING MEDIA REACTION EARLY ALERT COMMENTARY AMBASSADOR HUNTSMAN CHINA YOUTH


DAILYZHONGGUO QINGNIANBAO DAILY CIRC 400000 WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 2
Date Monday February 07 2011 104035 PM


RAAUZYUW RUEHBJA0412 0390331 UUUU RUEHDCA


ZNR UUUUU ZZH


R 080329Z FEB 11


FM AMEMBASSY BEIJING


TO RUEHCSECSTATE WASHDC
INFO CHINA POSTS COLLECTIVE


RHMCSUUCDR USPACOM HONOLULU HI
BT


UNCLAS BEIJING 000412


SIPDIS


DEPARTMENT FOR INRRMR EAPCM EAPPA EAPPD C
HQ PACOM FOR PUBLIC DIPLOMACY ADVISOR J007
EO 13526 NA
TAGS PREL ECON SENV KGHG KMDR OPRC CH
SUBJECT BEIJING MEDIA REACTION EARLY ALERT COMMENTARY


AMBASSADOR HUNTSMAN


CHINA YOUTH DAILYZHONGGUO QINGNIANBAO DAILY CIRC 400000
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 2
MEDIA US AMBASSADOR HUNTSMAN RESIGNATION IS AIMED AT THE


PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION PG 4
QUOTE DUE TO HUNTSMAN OUTSTANDING WORK AS A GOVERNOR IN UTAH
MANY REPUBLICANS THINK HE WILL BE THE ONE TO CHALLENGE OBAMA IN THE


NEXT PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IT IS BELIEVED THAT AMBASSADOR


HUNTSMAN HAS A LOT OF ADVANTAGES SUCH AS HIS OUTSTANDING
PERFORMANCE IN SOLVING ECONOMIC ISSUES HIS EXPERIENCES AS AN
AMBASSADOR IN CHINA AND HIS EXCELLENT COORDINATING SKILLS BUT
THERE ARE ALSO SOME UNFAVORABLE ELEMENTS FOR HUNTSMAN TO RUN FOR


PRESIDENT IT IS T00 EARLY TO START THE SHOW THERE ARE STILL 2


YEARS AHEAD FOR THE NEXT PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION THE TEA PARTY IS


RISING AND CONSERVATIVE OPINIONS STILL WIN THE SUPPORT OF MOST


REPUBLICANS AS A MODERATE HUNTSMAN VIEW MAY NOT BE POPULAR IN
THE PRELIMINARY ROUND OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS AND WOULD ENCOUNTER


SEVERE ATTACKS FROM THE CONSERVATIVES ALSO AMBASSADOR HUNTSMAN
USED TO BE LABELED AS A TYPICAL EXAMPLE FOR BIPARTISANSHIP BY


OBAMA REPUBLICANS HOPE THEIR PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE WOULD NEVER


BE LABELED BY DEMOCRATS FOR PUBLICITY PURPOSES


EGYPT


BEIJING YOUTH DAILYBEIJING QINGNIANBAO DAILY CIRC 650000
EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT REACHES PARTIAL CONSENSUS WITH THE OPPOSITION


PARTY PG 07
QUOTE AT THE DIALOGUE OF EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT AND SEVERAL
OPPOSITION GROUPS ALL PARTIES HAVE REACHED A CONSENSUS ON
LEGISLATION REFORM AND THE LIFTING OF THE EMERGENCY LAW HOWEVER
THE OPPOSITION GROUPS INCLUDING THE MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD CLAIMED
THAT THE COMPROMISE THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS MADE HAS BEEN LIMITED


AND CAN SATISFY ALL THEIR NEEDS OPPOSITIONISTS SAID THAT THE


DIALOGUE IS NOT TRANSPARENT THE DEMONSTRATORS AND THE GOVERNMENT


LACK MUTUAL TRUST BUT THE CHAIR OF THE US SENATE COMMITTEE ON


FOREIGN AFFAIRS WELCOMED THE DIALOGUE SAYING EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT
PROMISE OF LIFTING THE EMERGENCY LAW HAS BEEN UNUSUAL


TV HEADLINES


CCTV EVENING NEWS HEADLINES FROM 02082011







DOMESTIC NEWS
1 ANHUI MAKING EFFORTS TO FIGHT AGAINST THE DROUGHT TO ENSURE


THE YIELD OF WHEAT
2 BRIEF COMMENTARY IT HAS BEEN THE BEGINNING OF SPRING AND
THE TASK OF FIGHTING AGAINST THE DROUGHT BECOMES URGENT


3 VISITING GRASS ROOT REGIONS DURING THE SPRING FESTIVAL
XINJIANG FULLY USING BOTH TECHNOLOGY AND THE MARKET TO CULTIVATE


NEW AND UNIQUE INDUSTRIES
INTERNATIONAL NEWS
1 CHINATOWN VISIT THE MAKEUP OF PARADES IN CHINATOWN IN THE


THIRTEENTH DISTRICT OF PARIS
2 CULTURAL CHINA CELEBRATES THE SPRING WITH THE WHOLE WORLD


TOUR PERFORMANCE WAS ON STAGE IN KENYA FIRST TIME IN AFRICA
3 THE SPRING FESTIVAL LANTERN PARADE WAS HELD TO CELEBRATE THE


CHINESE NEW YEAR IN SYDNEY


HUNTSMAN
BT


0412


NNNN







From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverificationmaildocaov


Subject D11 LMR ENFORCEMENT SUMMARY FOR JAN 1 EEZ ENFORCEMENT A EFFORTS MONTHFYTD FFV
INCURSION DETECTIONS 00


Date Tuesday February 08 2011 51036 PM


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA9971 0392116 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA0576 0392159
R 082116Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET039242706


FM CCGDELEVEN ALAMEDA CA DRE
TO ZENCOMPACAREA COGARD ALAMEDA CA PAC2PAC3
INFO ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG 531
RUWDQAANMFS SW REGION LOS ANGELES CA
ZENNMFS SANTA ROSA CA
RUCPDCNOAH NMFS WASHINGTON DC EN F
AIG 8951


ZENCCGDTHIRTEEN SEATTLE WA DRDRE
ZENCCGDFOURTEEN HONOLULU HI DRDREDRI
BT


UNCLAS N16203
SUBJ D11 LMR ENFORCEMENT SUMMARY FOR JAN
1 EEZ ENFORCEMENT


A EFFORTS MONTHFYTD
FFV INCURSION DETECTIONS 00
FFV INTERCEPTED ASSET 0S 00
FFV INTERDICTED END GAME 00
B EEZ ENFORCEMENT SUMMARY NSTR


2 DOMESTIC ENFORCEMENT


A PERFORMANCE MONTHFYTD
SIGNIFICANT VIOLATIONS 0101
CATCH SEIZURES 00
VESSEL SEIZURES 00
LMR BOARDINGS THIS REPORTFYTD 36135
B SIGNIFICANT VIOLATION SUMMARY NSTR


3 MARINE PROTECTED SPECIESPROTECTED LIVING MARINE RESOURCES
A EFFORTS NSTR


B MARINE PROTECTED SPECIES ASSISTANCE RESPONSE RATE


1 NO OF REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCENO OF RESPONSES
A MTH 0100
B YTD 0100
2 COMMENTS


22JAN SECTOR LALB RECEIVED REQUEST FROM MARINE
MAMMAL CARE CENTER IN LOS ANGELES TO


FERRY THEIR EMPLOYEES TO THE LOS ANGELES


BUOY NUMBER ONE TO AID AN ENTANGLED SEA
LION DISENTANGLEMENT TEAM WAS


TRANSPORTED BY LOCAL LIFEGUARDS AND DID
NOT NEED CG ASSISTANCE


4 OPERATIONSFISHERIES ACTIVITIES
A RECENTUPCOMING CG LMR OPERATIONS
1 GRU HB 09 LMR BOARDINGS NO SIGNIFICANT VIOLATIONS
GRU HAS OBSERVED A SIGNIFICANT DROP IN VESSELS


FISHING FOR DUNGENESS CRAB STA NOYO RIVER RECEIVED


TRAWL RATIONALIZATION TRAINING FROM LOCAL NMFS


OFFICER GRU HB FLEW 05 HELO SORTIES ISO LMR OPS
2 SEC SF 12 LMR BOARDINGS NO SIGNIFICANT VIOLATIONS
3 SEC LALB 14 LMR BOARDINGS NO SIGNIFICANT
VIOLATIONS AIRSTA LA CONDUCTED 03 LMR PATROLS







4 SEC SD 01 LMR BOARDING NO SIGNIFICANT VIOLATION
5 AIRSTA SACRAMENTO FLEW TWO SORTIES ISO LMR OPS 11JAN


FLIGHT FOCUSED ON USMX BORDER AND CHANNEL ISLANDS
26JAN FLIGHT FOCUSED ON NORTHERN AOR AND PROVIDED


OVERSIGHT OF RCA


B DEVELOPING SIGNIFICANT FISHERIES MANAGEMENT ISSUES


1 SEC LALB IS HOSTING NOAA SPONSORED TRAT TRAINING ON
08 FEBRUARY FOLLOWED BY SECTOR SF ON 11 FEBRUARY


C NEW LMR REGS REQUIRING ADDL ATSEA ENFORCEMENT NSTR
5 POCS


A D11DRE LT S ARNWINE 510 437 5392
B GRU HB CWO C BARTHEL 707 839 6589
C SEC SF LT E BARRON 415 399 3493
D SEC LALB LTJG L GANLEY 310 521 3678
E SEC SD LTJG E SLYCORD 619 278 7645
BT


9971
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From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverificatioffmaildocaov


Subject LAW ENFORCEMENT LANCHA SIGHTING ONE LANCHA SIGHTED 43NM NORTH OF U S MX BORDER AND


26NM OFFSHORE MISLE ACTIVITY 3940281 1 SITUATION A CG 2141 WHILE ON PATROL SIGHTED ONE
LANCHA UNDERWAY EASTERLY


Date Monday February 07 2011 12041 PM


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA8436 0381709 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCB0122 0381809


R 071709Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET038240844
FM COMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDRIDPIDRM
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC
INFO ZENCOGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX
ZENCOGARD INVSER CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENUSCGC BRANT
ZENUSCGC AMBERJACK
ZENUSCGC MANATEE
RHMFIUUCJTF 6 FT BLISS TX
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA LANT03
RUCPDCNOAH NMFS WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD AIRSTA CORPUS CHRISTI TX
BT


UNCLAS N16210
SUBJ LAW ENFORCEMENT LANCHA SIGHTING ONE LANCHA SIGHTED 43NM


NORTH OF U S MX BORDER AND 26NM OFFSHORE MISLE ACTIVITY 3940281
1 SITUATION


A CG 2141 WHILE ON PATROL SIGHTED ONE LANCHA UNDERWAY EASTERLY


COURSESTA SPI DIVERTED CG 33141 BUT LANCHA CHANGED COURSE AND


CONTINUED SOUTH


B REPORTING SOURCE CG 2141


C POSITIONS 26241N 096 22W 2612N 096174W


D NUMBER OF LANCHAS ONE


E NUMBER OF POB FOUR
F ACTIVITY UNDERWAY


G SEA STATE 2 FT


H VISIBILITY 10 NM


I WINDS 120 10 KTS


J CEILING 12000 FT
2 ACTION TAKEN


A 071450Z CG 2141 AIRBORNE


B 1650Z CG 2141 ON SCENE AND RPTS SIGHTING OF LANCHA UNDERWAY
HEADING EAST


C 1702Z SECTOR LEDO AND COMMAND BRIEFED


D 1735Z CG 2141 ON DECK HANGER 58 REFUELING


E 1854Z CG 2141 REACQUIRED SECOND LANCHA APPROXIMATELY 50NM OFFSHORE
AND 22NM NORTH ON A HEADING OF 130 DEGREES TRUE SPEED 20KTS
F 1856Z CG 33141 DIVERTED WAS UNABLE TO LOCATE LANCHA AND COMMS WAS


POOR CG 33141 RTB


G 2317Z CG 2141 DEPARTED SCENE


H 2340Z CG 2141 ON DECK SECTOR


I 2115Z CG 33141 MOORED STA SPI


3 SORTIE DATA


A CG 2141 ONE SORTIE 29 HRS


B CG 33140 ONE SORTIE 20 HRS
BT
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From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverificatioffmaildocaov


Subject LAW ENFORCEMENT SITREP ONE AND FINAL FV SUNSET BAY 1 SITUATION A CASE STATUS OPEN
CGC MORGENTHAU MORG PATROLLING BERING SEA B NARRATIVE SIGHTED FV SUNSET BAY ACTIVELY
ENGAGED IN DIRECTED


Date Friday February 04 2011 120031 AM


RATUZYUW RHOVBWA0031 0350433 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RHHMMCA0576 0350443


R 040433Z FEB 11


FM USCGC MORGENTHAU


TO RUWDQAACCGDSEVENTEEN JUNEAU AK DRDRE
RUWDQAACOGARD MIFC PAC ALAMEDA CA
RHMFIUUDEPT OF HOMELAND SECURITY IA WASHINGTON DC
RHMFIUUDEPT OF HOMELAND SECURITY WASHINGTON DC IAIP
RULSJGICOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
RULSJGICOGARD IDB WASHINGTON DC PAC6PAC3
RUCOWCACCGDELEVEN ALAMEDA CA DRDRMDREDRI
RUWDQAACOGARD INVSER ALAMEDA CA
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC
INFO RUWDQACCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG DCO
RUWDQAACOMPACAREA COGARD ALAMEDA CAPAC35PAC3PAC30
RUWDQAACOMCOGARD SECTOR ANCHORAGE AK
RUWDQAACOMCOGARD SECTOR JUNEAU AK
RUWDQAACOGARD AIRSTA KODIAK AK
RUWDQAACOGARD AIRSTA SITKA AK
RUWDQAACOGARD CAMSPAC PT REYES CA
RUWDQAACOGARD COMMSTA KODIAK AK
RUWDQAACOGARD REGFISHTRACEN NORPAC KODIAK AK
RUWDQAACOGARD MSU VALDEZ AK
RUWDQAACOGARD MSD KENAI AK
RUWDQAACOGARD MSD KETCHIKAN AK
RUWDQAACOGARD MSD KODIAK AK
RUWDQAACOGARD STA JUNEAU AK
RUWDQAACOGARD STA KETCHIKAN AK
RUWDQAACOGARD STA VALDEZ AK
RUWDQAANMFS ANCHORAGE AK
RUWDQAANMFS DUTCH HARBOR AK
RUWDQAANMFS JUNEAU AK
RUWDQAANMFS KODIAK AK
RUWDQAANMFS SITKA AK
RUWDQAAUSCGC BERTHOLF
RUCOWCXUSCGC WAESCHE
RUWDQAAUSCGC BOUTWELL
RUWDQAAUSCGC CHASE
RHOVMAGUSCGC HAMILTON
RHVJMELUSCGC MELLON
RHBVHWRUSCGC MIDGETT
RHOVDWAUSCGC MORGENTHAU
RHVBGDFUSCGC MUNRO
RHOVMMJUSCGC SHERMAN
RHOENHAUSCGC ACUSHNET
RHOENGYUSCGC ALEX HALEY
RHVJCZBUSCGC HICKORY
RHOEHFDUSCGC MAPLE
RHVJODVUSCGC SPAR
RHVJSCBUSCGC SYCAMORE
RHVJEXYUSCGC ANACAPA
RHOEJHTUSCGC LIBERTY







RHOEOQUUSCGC LONG ISLAND
RHOEJSHUSCGC MUSTANG
RHVJEWRUSCGC NAUSHON
RHOEEXPUSCGC ROANOKE ISLAND
BT


UNCLAS N16240
SUBJ LAW ENFORCEMENT SITREP ONE AND FINAL FV SUNSET BAY
1 SITUATION


A CASE STATUS OPEN CGC MORGENTHAU MORG PATROLLING BERING SEA
B NARRATIVE SIGHTED FV SUNSET BAY ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN DIRECTED
FISHING FOR PACIFIC COD IN NMFS STATISTICAL AREA 517 IN POSIT


544400N1651100W WITH NON PELAGIC TRAWL GEAR ONCE ON BOARD
THE BOARDING TEAM OBSERVED THE HAULBACK INCLUDING EMPTYING THE


CODEND INTO THE TRAWL ALLEY WHILE OBSERVING THE SORTING OF THE


CATCH A MEMBER OF THE BOARDING TEAM OBSERVED THREE PACIFIC COD


BEING DISCARDED OVER THE PORT SIDE OF THE FV THE BOARDING TEAM
MEMBER NOTIFIED THE ABO AS THE VESSELS CREW CONTINUED TO SORT THE


CATCH BO ABO AND BOTH NPRFTC SHIP RIDERS TOOK POSITION AFT OF
THE PILOT HOUSE TO OBSERVE THE SORTING OF THE CATCH THE BOARDING


TEAM COLLECTIVELY OBSERVED NUMEROUS SMALL PACIFIC COD AND POLLOCK


BEING DISCARDED OVER THE PORT SIDE OF THE VESSEL THE ABO BEGAN


VIDEO TAPING THE SORTING OF THE CATCH THE FISHING VESSELS LOG BOOK


INDICATED AN APPROX CATCH ONBOARD OF 217000 LBS OF PACIFIC COD
WHICH WOULD REQUIRE THE FV TO RETAIN ALL POLLOCK UP TO THE 20
MRA WHICH AT THE TIME OF BOARDING WOULD BE APPROX 43400 LBS THE
FV LOG BOOK INDICATED THAT NO POLLOCK HAD BEEN RETAINED
SPECIFICALLY 5000 LBS OF POLLOCK HAD BEEN DISCARDED ON 31 JAN 2011


THE FV WAS VISUALLY IDENTIFIED AS DISCARDING ALL POLLOCK AND
SMALLER PACIFIC COD THE BO CITED FV FOR A VIOLATION OF 50 CFR
67927 IN WHICH THE FV WAS REQUIRED TO RETAIN 100 PACIFIC COD
AND UP TO THE MRA 20 OF POLLOCK


C VSL DESC 122FTGT BLUE HULL WHITE SS US FLAGDOCUMENTATION
HAILING PORT SEATTLE WA 6POB
D WX DESC VIS OVC VIS 8NM WINDS 34015KTS SEAS 2FT SWELLS
7FT AIR TEMP 36 BARO 2967 STEADY
2 ACTION TAKEN


A 012226Z FEB11 ISSUED FISHERIES VIOLATION FOR NOT RETAINING 100


OF PACIFIC COD AND THE REQUIRED MRA WHICH IS 20 RETENTION OF
POLLOCK


B LPOC DUTCH HARBOR AK 29JAN11 NPOC DUTCH HARBOR AK 02FEB11
DATE OF LAST USCG BOARDING FEB 2010 BY CGC MUNRO CURRENT CFVS
INSPECTION DECAL 155752


C 011957Z FEB 11 MORG I UW ENR FV SUNSET BAY
D 012024Z COMMENCED ISI 0B FV SUNSET BAY
E 012032Z ISI 100 COMPLETE COMMENCED REVIEW OF VSL LOG BOOK AND


SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
F 012055Z BOARDING 80 COMPLETE LOG BOOKS HAVE MINOR
CORRECTIONS OBSERVED TRAWL GEAR HAULBACK 0B FV SUNSET BAY
G 012133Z BOARDING COMPLETE


H 012226Z ISSUED FISHERIES VIOLATION FOR 50 CFR 67927
I 012328Z BOARDING TEAM DISEMBARKS FV SUNSET BAY ENR MORG
3 FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS MORG TO SUBMIT FIR AND LE CASE


PACKAGE SEPCOR


4 AMPLIFYING INFO


A FV SUNSET BAY CREW
LAST NAME FIRST MI ST ID


1 LASHUA MARC A WA DL LASHUMA408QP
2 HOIBY ATONI GM WA DL HOIBYAG250DQ
3 KOOP JERICHO R WA DL KOOP JR295JB


4 LJUNG KAARE WA DL LJUNGK 357PS







5 STORKERSEN TOR P WA DL STORKTP373NB


B FV SUNSET BAY OBSERVER
1 MARTIN DAVID J MA DL S49985075


C FFP NUMBER 251


D VIDEO EVIDENCE WAS RECORDED OF VESSEL VIOLATING 50 CFR 67927
FV SUNSET BAY WAS IN A DIRECTED FISHERY IN WHICH VSL WAS REQUIRED
TO RETAIN 100 PACIFIC COD AND UP TO MRA 20 POLLOCK FV DISCARDED
ALL POLLOCK AND SMALLER PACIFIC COD


5 CASE STATUS
A OPEN


B SORTIE DATA 35HRS


C CASE NUMBER 01 11
6 UNIT POC LT KHRISTOPHER JOHNS


IRIDIUM SATELLITE PHONE 1808 659 3795


EMAIL KHRISTOPHERDJOHNSATUSCGMIL
ADDITIONAL COMMS SVN HLS
BT
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From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverificatioffmaildocaov


Subject LE SITREP MISS SONIA US 1 SITUATION A PERIOD 280139ZJAN11 280447ZJAN11 B NOTIFICATION
280139Z JAN 11 USCGC PELICAN COLD HIT


Date Friday February 04 2011 31049 PM


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA6151 0351716 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA1868 0352005
R 041716Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET035237974


FM USCGC PELICAN


TO ZENCOMCOGARD SECTOR NEW ORLEANS LA SRSRESCC
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG531
ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDPI
INFO ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA LANT 3RLANT30LANT03
RUCPDCNOAH NMFS WASHINGTON DC EN F
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
BT


UNCLAS N16240
SUBJ LE SITREP MISS SONIA US
1 SITUATION


A PERIOD 280139ZJAN11 280447ZJAN11


B NOTIFICATION 280139Z JAN 11 USCGC PELICAN COLD HIT


C CURRENT STATUS CASE CLOSED ISSUED EARSS
D ACTIVITY NUMBER 3937165 MISSION DOMESTIC FISHERIES LAW


ENFORCEMENT


E NARRATIVE PELICAN BOARDED FV MISS SONIA 70 NM SOUTH OF FRESH
WATER BAYOU LA BO DISCOVERED THE STARBOARD NET NUMBER 2 BYCATCH
REDUCTION DEVICE COMPLETELY SEWN SHUT MASTER WAS ISSUED A SUMMARY


SETTLEMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF 75000 DOLLARS BOARDING OFFICER ALLOWED


THE MASTER TO CUT THE BY CATCH REDUCTION DEVICE OPEN UNDER


SUPERVISION IN ORDER TO CONTINUE FISHING ONCE ALL VIOLATIONS HAD
BEEN NOTED


F BOARDING DETAILS


LATLONG 2822142N 09606881W
ENCOUNTER TYPE COLD HIT


OBSERVED VESSEL ACTIVITY ENGAGED IN FISHING


LAST PORT PALACIOS TX 01152011
NEXT PORT PALACIOS TX 02272011
BOARDING OUTCOME SUMMARY SETTLEMENT ISSUED IN THE AMOUNT OF 75000


DOLLARS NO ADDITIONAL ACTIONS TAKEN
G VESSEL DESCRIPTION


VESSEL NAME MISS SONIA DOC NR 656560


CLASS FISHING VESSEL


TYPE FISH CATCHING VESSEL


SUBTYPE GENERAL


HOME PORTPALACIOS TX
FLAG US


LENGTH 743 FT


H CATCH BREAKDOWN APPROX 3000 LBS BROWN GULF SHRIMP
I 0S WX WINDS26112KTSSEAS 140T1KTS VIS 5NM
J POB INFO


1 PIC TORRESHECTOR DOB 19FEB1971 SSN 552 176449
2 CREW TORRES JUAM MICHEAL DOB 14JUL1970 TX DL 00038056
3 CREW LAMAS JESSES JR DOB 04MAY1989 TX DL 24658202
KMANAGING OWNER CRAIG A WALLIS 889 CR 305


PO BOX 540 PALACIOS TX 77465


L VIOLATIONS GULF OF MEXICO SHRIMP SYSTEM FISHERIES







SUBSYSTEM GEAR


COMPONENT BRD BYCATCH REDUCTION DEVICE VIOLATION
2 ACTION TAKEN


A 280205Z BOARDING TEAM EMBARKED FV MISS SONIA IN POSN
2822142N 09206881W


B 280210Z COMMENCED HAULBACK


C 280225Z CFVSR INSPECTION COMPLETE WITH 0 VIOLATIONS


D 280330Z FISHERIES INSPECTION COMPLETE WITH 01 FISHERIES


VIOLATION FOR 01 SEWN UP BY CATCH REDUCTION DEVICE
E 280447Z BOARDING COMPLETE BOARDING TEAM DISEMBARKED
3 FUTURE PLANS CASE PACKAGE TO FOLLOW MISLE ACTIVITY NR 3937165


4 POCFS2 KEVIN FRAZIER 337 898 8660 KEVINAFRAZIERATUSCGMIL
BT
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From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverificationmaildocaov


Subject LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL INCURSIONINTERDICTION OF 01 MEXICAN LANCHA 1 SITUATIONAPERIOD
061711Z FEB 11 072324Z FEB 11


Date Monday February 07 2011 23035 PM


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA8480 0381812 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA0198 0381909
R 071812Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET038240937


FM COGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDRIDRCMCDPI
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG531CG3RPLCG3RPF
INFO ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOGARD STA PORT OCONNOR TX
ZENCOGARD STA PORT ARANSAS TX
ZENCOMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
RUCPDCNOAH NMFS WASHINGTON DC
ZENUSCGC AMBERJACK
ZENUSCGC MANATEE
ZENUSCGC STEELHEAD
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA
BT


UNCLAS N16247
SUB LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL INCURSIONINTERDICTION OF 01 MEXICAN
LANCHA


1 SITUATION


APERIOD 061711Z FEB 11 072324Z FEB 11


BCURRENT STATUS OF CASE CASE CLOSED GEAR WAS CONFISCATED
CNOTIFICATION CG 2141
DNARRATIVE COAST GUARD STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND RECEIVED A CALL


FROM TEXAS PARKS AND WILD LIFE REPORTING LONG LINE GEAR IN THE


VICINITY OF THE TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE REFUGE BUOY CG 33106 GOT


UW TO LOCATE AND RETRIEVE THE LONG LINE GEAR AFTER THE GEAR WAS ON
BOARD CG 33106 WAS DIVERTED TO 02 LANCHAS LOCATED BY CG 2141 IN
POSITION 26430N 096414W2659NM OFFSHORE AND 4257NM NORTH OF THE
US MEX EEZCG 33106 LOCATED AND INTERDICTED THE LANCHA IN
POSITION 26229N 097452W2447NM OFFSHORE 2179 NORTH OF THE
USMEX EEZ STA SPI THEN REQUESTED A SNO FOR SEIZURE OF THE
LANCHA CREW FISHING GEAR AND CATCH SNO WAS GRANTED AND THE LANCHA
CREW WAS TRANSFERRED TO CG 33106 A MEMBER OF THE BOARDING TEAM


CREWED THE LANCHA BACK TO STA SPI BORDER PATROL ARRIVED AT STA SPI


AND TOOK CUSTODY OF THE LANCHA CREW


E VSL DISCRIPTION


E1ALL WHITE HULL 25FT HOMEPORT PLAYA BAGDAD MX
NATIONALITY MX
F CREW INFORMATION


F1 CAPTAIN ALEJANDRO VASQUEZ HERNANDEZ
DOB 28MAR78


F2 CREW JOSE HILARIO FIGUEROA RAMON


DOB 29JUN75


F3 CREW JESUS MONTOYA HERMADO


DOB 09MAY80


F4 CREW LEONEDES ENAMORADOSOSA


DOB 01JAN71


G 0S WX WINDS 10KTS SEAS 3 5FT VIS 10NM
2 ACTION TAKEN







A 29061521Z FEB 11 TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE INFORMED STATION OF
LONG LINE GEAR IN THE VICINITY OF THE TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE REFUGE


BUOY
B 1702Z CG 2141 INFORMED STATION OF 02 LANCHAS NORTH OF THE


USMEXICO EEZ
C 1711Z CG 33106 RETRIEVED THE LONG LINE GEAR AND DIVERTED TO


02 LANCHAS


D 1835Z CG 33106 HAS 01 LANCHA STOPPED
E 1840Z STA SPI REQUESTED SNO FOR SEIZURE
F 1958Z SNO WAS GRANTED FOR SEIZURE OF LANCHA CREW CATCH
AND GEAR THE LANCHA CREW WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE CG 33106


G 2007Z CG 33106 AND LANCHA RTS
H 2130Z CG 33106 AND THE LANCHA MOORED STATION


I 2324Z BORDER PATROL ASSUMED CUSTODY OF 04 CREWMEN AND


DEPARTED STATION


3 FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS STATION WILL CONTINUE TO PATROL


THE BORDER AND EEZ FOR ALNCHAS LONG LINE GEAR AND GILL NETS
4 DISPOSITION


A SEIZED 01 LANCHA


B SEIZED 140 RED SNAPPER


C SEIZED 16 BLACK TIP SHARKS


D SEIZED 02 HAMMERHEAD SHARKS


E DETAINED 04 CREWMEN


F CONFISCATED FISHING GEAR


5 PARTICIPATION NTR
6 AMPLIFYING INFO


A CG 33106 1 SORTIE 62 HRS
B MISLE ACTIVITY 536958


7 POC BM1 MAHIRE AGIZA 9563647440
BT
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From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverificatioramaildocaov


Subject LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL INCURSIONDETECTION 1 SITUATION A PERIOD 061521Z TO 062130Z FEB11
B CURRENT STATUS CASE CLOSED GEAR WAS CONFISCATED


Date Monday February 07 201141041 PM


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA8711 0382002 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCB0319 0382055
R 072002Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET038241147


FM COGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LADREDRIDRCMCDPI
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG531CG3RPLCG3RPF
INFO ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOGARD STA PORT ARANSAS TX
ZENCOGARD STA PORT OCONNOR TX
ZENCOMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC
ZENUSCGC AMBERJACK
ZENUSCGC MANATEE
ZENUSCGC STEELHEAD
BT


UNCLAS N16214
SUBJ LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL INCURSION DETECTION
1 SITUATION


A PERIOD 061521Z TO 062130Z FEB11


B CURRENT STATUS CASE CLOSED GEAR WAS CONFISCATED
C NOTIFICATION COLD HIT


D NARRATIVE STA RCVD CALL FROM TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE


TPandWOF LONG LINE GEAR IN THE GULF OF MEXICO AT POSITION
25585N 097032W 5NM OFFSHORE AND 11NM NORTH OF THE USMEXICO
BORDERCG 33106 RETRIEVED APPROXIMATELY 600YDS OF GEAR CG 33106
DIVERTED BY CG 2141 FOR 02 LANCHA SIGHTINGS NORTH


2 ACTION TAKEN


A 061521Z FEB 11 STA RCVD CALL TPandW OF LONG LINE GEAR IVO
TPandW BUOY
B 1548Z CG 33106 UW TO LOCATE GEAR
C 1611Z CG 33106 LOCATED FISHING GEAR IN POSITION 25583N


097031W


D 1643Z CG 33106 COMMENCED RETRIEVING GEAR
E 1711Z CG 33106 RETRIEVED 600 YDS OF GEAR DIVERTED TO


LANCHAS
F 2130Z CG 33106 MS
3 FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS STATION WILL CONTINUE TO PATROL


THE BORDER AND EEZ FOR LONG LINE GEAR AND GILL NETS
4 DISPOSITION SEIZED 01 SET OF LONG LINE GEAR


5 PARTICIPATIONNTR


6 AMPLIFYING INFO


A 05 RED DRUM


B CG 33106 1 SORTIE 67HRS
C MISLE CASE536980


7 POC BM1 JASON CHAPA 9563647440
BT
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From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverificatioramaildocaov


Subject PAYMENT TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS 1 PLEASE


MAKE PAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF 15422617 EUROS TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC


Date Friday February 11 2011 113048 AM


RAAUZYUW RUEHCAA2923 0421442 UUUU RUEHDCA


ZNR UUUUU ZZH


R 111439Z FEB 11


FM SECSTATE WASHDC


TO AMEMBASSY MADRID
BT


UNCLAS STATE 012923


EO 13526 NA
TAGS ABUD EFIS
SUBJECT PAYMENT TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE


CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS


1 PLEASE MAKE PAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF 15422617 EUROS TO
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC


TUNA ICCAT FOR THE 2011 US ASSESSMENT
2 PLEASE CHARGE TO THE FOLLOWING FUND CITE


1911087 1016 1A00507 514100 3968 4132


3 PLEASE DIRECT THE PAYMENT TO THE FOLLOWING BANK


BANCO BILBAO VIZCAYA ARGENTARIA BBVA OFICINA MADRID
INSTITUCIONES PSO RECOLETOS 10 ALA SUR PL 1 MADRID
28001 EURO ACCOUNT IBAN ES88 0182 2370 4702 0017 3290BIC
BBVAESMM


4 OES DRLEXFMD APPRECIATES YOUR ASSISTANCE
CLINTON


BT
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From TCC Cable Admin


Cc tcccableverificationCamail docaov


Subject PREPARATIONS FOR US CHILE MARINE PROTECTED AREA SISTER Park Agreement Focus on Indigenous
Community Involvement and Technical Cooperation REF A SANTIAGO 23 B SANTIAGO 11


Date Monday February 07 2011 23041 PM


RAAUZYUW RUEHSGA0128 0381913 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZZH


R 071911Z FEB 11


FM AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO


TO RUEHCSECSTATE WASHDC
INFO WESTERN HEMISPHERIC AFFAIRS DIPL POSTS


RHMFIUUHQ EPA WASHINGTON DC
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC
RUCPDCNOAA NOS WASHINGTON DC
RUEHCDEPT OF INTERIOR WASHINGTON DC
BT


UNCLAS SANTIAGO 000128


STATE FOR WHABSC HARRIS
STATE FOR OESENVTRONT
DEPT OF INTERIOR PLEASE PASS TO NPS


EO 13526 NA
TAGS SENV ECON PGOV CI


THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE


SUBJECT PREPARATIONS FOR USCHILE MARINE PROTECTED AREA SISTER


Park Agreement Focus on Indigenous Community Involvement and
Technical Cooperation
REF A SANTIAGO 23 B SANTIAGO 11
1 Summary US and Chilean experts met to prepare for a proposed
sister park agreement between Glacier Bay National Park and Reserve
in Alaska and Francisco Coloane National Park and Marine Protected


Area in southernmost Chile The two delegations exchanged best
MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR The two parks which share many
characteristics including marine protected areas sustainable
ecotourism and integration of indigenous communities The sister
park agreement could be ready for signature by AprilMay End
summary


First Sister Park Agreement to Include Marine Protected Areas


2 The sister park agreement between Glacier Bay and Francisco
Coloane will be the third sister park agreement between parks in
the US and Chile although it will be the first to include marine
protected areas In 2007 Yosemite National Park in California and
Torres del Paine National Park in Southern Chile entered into a
sister park agreement In 2009 San Francisco Golden Gate Park
and Santiago Parque Metropolitano signed a similar accord In


the summer of 2009 experts from the Francisco Coloane Marine
Protected Area MPA visited Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve
to learn about their management process and to share experiences
and best practices The visit was organized by National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration NOAA and National Park Service
NPS staff to address the Chilean objective of learning from a
fjord system park with terrestrial and marine components and very
similar environmental and geographic characteristics As a result
of this visit managers from both protected areas identified an
opportunity for cooperation and made the decision to engage in a
sister park agreement involving both marine and terrestrial







protection agencies
3 The primary goal of the proposed Glacier Bay Francisco Coloane
sister park agreement is to foster enhanced USChile
collaboration in support of the long term protection of natural and
cultural heritages Exchanging best practices and expertise in MPA
management including the integration of terrestrial and marine
conservation initiatives will increase capacity in both the US
and Chile


Technical Meetings and Site Visit Refine Plans for Technical
Workshop


4 The meetings were attended by an interagency US delegation
with representation from the National Park Service NPS the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration NOM and US
Embassy Santiago The Chilean delegation was represented by the
National Corporation of Indigenous Development CONADI National
Tourism Service SERNATUR Kawesqar Community General Director of
Marine Territory and the Merchant Marines DIRECTEMAR National
Fisheries Service SERNAPESCA Regional Offices of the Ministry of
Environment National Forest Corporation CONAF Ministry of
Environment Sub secretary of Fisheries SUBPESCA Ministry of
Public Works and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
5 At the conclusion of the technical meetings the delegation
visited Francisco Coloane which is not accessible by land
entailing several days aboard a ship The Chilean Navy provided
the necessary logistical support for the visit
Ten Topics Discussed Indigenous Community Involvement
Predominant Focus


6 In the months prior to the meetings the parties agreed to a
comprehensive list of discussion topics including


Best management practices for terrestrialmarine national
parks


Management of resources and operations in MPAs and
coastal marine ecosystems


Sustainable ecotourism


Scientific research activities


Public educationoutreach
Integration of indigenous communities into the protected


area management and management of historical and archeological
sites


Management plans and evaluation of MPAs
Enforcementoversight of activities undertaken in parks


both land and marine
Park staff exchanges
Chilean experiencedevelopment on MPA networks and


START OF SECTION 2


STATE FOR WHABSC HARRIS
STATE FOR OESENVTRONT
DEPT OF INTERIOR PLEASE PASS TO NPS


EO 13526 NA
TAGS SENV ECON PGOV CI
SUBJECT PREPARATIONS FOR USCHILE MARINE PROTECTED AREA SISTER


Park Agreement Focus on Indigenous Community Involvement and
Technical Cooperation
terrestrial parks networks
7 The two day talks covered all of the subjects above with both
sides giving detailed presentations Topics of particular interest







were sustainable ecotourism eg whale watching the management
of resources and MPAs including the management of concessions and
PRIVATE SECTOR PROJECTS WITHIN PROTECTed areas and the
integration of indigenous communities into protected area
management A presentation by David Matilla from NOAA Hawaiian
Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary was well received
given that Francisco Coloane is an important feeding ground for
whales Another topic of heightened interest for both the Chilean
and the US delegations was the management of tourist concessions
within protected areas
8 The integration of indigenous communities was the highlight of
the talks Wayne Howell Deputy Director of Glacier Bay National
Park and an anthropologist and archaeologist with extensive
experience in working with the indigenous communities captured the
delegatesundivided attention by sharing his experiences of
projects between Glacier Bay and the Huna and Tlingit Native
American communities About thirteen years ago the administration
at Glacier Bay went through a planning process for the parks
developed area visitor facilities docks roads etc At that
time representatives of the Hoonah Indian Association proposed a
building in the style of their traditional plank houses to serve
as both a visitor center as well as a place for workshops and
gatherings The park struggled for years to find funding to build
the house and was eventually able to fund artistic elements for it
eg carved and painted screens house posts totem poles etc
That project is on going and has brought tremendous results to the
community Additionally there is a successful carving project
which teaches the skills used by the Huna people to carve canoes
Note The term Huna is typically used to refer to the people and
the term Hoonah is used to refer to the village End note The
Chileans are eager to cooperate more on this issue and to ensure
that the indigenous Kawesqar community is involved in decisions
regarding the park
Moving Forward Technical Workshop and Signing of Agreement
Programmed for 2011


9 Based on the interests identified by the Chilean delegation a
work plan is being finalized to outline the content of a NPS and
NOM coordinated technical workshop to take place in either
Santiago or Valparaiso Chile in April or May 2011 At the
conclusion of the workshop the parties anticipate signing the
official sister park agreement
Positive Exchanges Despite Unrelated Protests in Punta Arenas


10 The dates of the meetings coincided with a massive strike and
roadblocks throughout the region of Magallanes reftels as a
result of a government announcement that the price of gas in the
region would rise in excess of sixteen percent The civil unrest
caused serious logistical challenges for the delegation including
how to arrive at and depart from Punta Arenas Contracted
interpreters were unable to get to Punta Arenas thus complicating
the dialogue at the meetings Despite these challenges the
interactions and synergies among the participants were very
positive and the meetings productive
11 Comment The US and Chile continue to expand on the range
of collaboration in activities under the existing US Chile
Environmental Cooperation Agreement ECA The proposed Glacier
BayFrancisco Coloane sister park agreement represents the richness







of this cooperation and will be the third sister park agreement
With a focus on experts from both sides sharing experiences the
sister park agreements are very much in keeping with the spirit of
the ECA which is a collaborative effort with both sides
contributing and benefiting from the interchanges The enthusiasm
and flexibility of both delegations under less than ideal
circumstances is testament to the commitment both countries have to


strengthening this valuable cooperative network and there is much
to gain from such teamwork
Wolff
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From David Bernhart


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Michael Barnette Robert Hoffman Barbara Schroeder


Subject Re Were you aware
Date Wednesday February 16 2011 13130 PM


I was not Its possible Tracy said something that didnt register with
me Mikes on leave so I dont know if hes heard


This is great It shows theyre trying to be responsive and could have
some positive effects We just need to make sure that everyone
understands that a few pulse ops arent going to solve chronic problems
with monitoring and ensuring compliance in the stillvery large and
geographically wide spread shrimp fleet in the Southeast


DB


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


or is Roy aware that John Oliver and Alan Risenhoover have been
talking with OLE about a serious of pulse ops in the shrimp fishery
starting as early as this month Cheers A







From Alexis Gutierrez


To David Bernhart


Cc Michael Barnette Robert Hoffman Barbara Schroeder


Subject Re Were you aware
Date Wednesday February 16 2011 31026 PM


Hi David
What I am hearing is that they have a 6 8 month effort in the


works I think it would be good to reach out to OLE to make sure they
realize this isnt a short term thing and they need a long term plan to
stay in compliance with the existing BIOP let alone what ever new terms
and conditions maybe in the new BIOP Cheers A


On2162011 131 PM David Bernhart wrote
I was not Its possible Tracy said something that didnt register
with me Mikes on leave so I dont know if hes heard


This is great It shows theyre trying to be responsive and could
have some positive effects We just need to make sure that everyone
understands that a few pulse ops arent going to solve chronic
problems with monitoring and ensuring compliance in the
stillverylarge and geographically wide spread shrimp fleet in the
Southeast


DB


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


or is Roy aware that John Oliver and Alan Risenhoover have been
talking with OLE about a serious of pulse ops in the shrimp fishery
starting as early as this month Cheers A







From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Fwd Re proposed TEDs certification visit to Colombia
Date Thursday February 17 2011 102518 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


This was the email string


Original Message
Subject Re proposed TEDs certification visit to Colombia
Date Mon 14 Feb 2011 111513 0600
From Jack ForresterJackHForresternoaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Menard Marlene M
MenardMM@stategov
References


394603B204A5F343BC98057FCEDC6302021AA554@ MSWASHDCEVS13washdcstatesbu
4D5545726050809@noaagov
7722E9EA07E84801A518C838608D5082@noaagov
4D554C782060408@noaagov 4D554CBB8000904@noaagov


When you all have something on columbia let me know
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


I agree she just needs a gentle prodding to get the scheduling in
order


Jack Forrester wrote


Yeah Mike I talked to here and told her about our problems but made
it clear that it was no J Hogan problem she has a meeting with her
today and is going to tell her we need something for budget reasons
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


Did Alexis call you


Michael C Barnette


On Feb 11 2011 at 919 AM Jack Forrester
JackHForrester@noaagovwrote


Marlene what do you think about leaving Ecuador until after May
there may be no fishery there in another year and also can we go
ahead and plan on using the proposed schedule which is Columbia
March 7 thru 13 Brazil French Guianna say March 20 thru the 29th
and Honduras Panama April 4th thru the 11th
Jack


Menard Marlene M wrote


Fyi


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Thursday February 10 2011 413 PM
To Myers Robert E Stater Timothy M







Cc Cory John R Ayers Timothy J Cervantes Elizabeth
Cuellar Marithza
Subject RE proposed TEDs certification visit to Colombia


Hi Rob


Thank you for your quick response We would be accompanied by GOC
fisheries officialsinspectors on all official business and would
limit our movements outside of official business as


recommendedrequired


Tim


Please let me know other information that would be useful for me


to provide to you


Regards


Marlene


From Myers Robert E
Sent Thursday February 10 2011 404 PM
To Menard Marlene M
Cc Stater Timothy M Cory John R Ayers Timothy J
Cervantes Elizabeth Cuellar Marithza
Subject RE proposed TEDs certification visit to Colombia


Marlene


I dont see any specific concern at this time but the security
situation in that part of Colombia remains fluid Please have
someone in Tims shop submit the travel request on your behalf
Meanwhile I will have my FSN staff provide recent history on
security incidents in that area


Rob


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Thursday February 10 2011 339 PM
To Stater Timothy M Myers Robert E
Subject proposed TEDs certification visit to Colombia
Importance High


Hi Tim


I would like to schedule a TEDs certification visit myself and
two NOAA colleagues to Colombia for March 7 12 Destinations to
include Buenaventura transfer in Bogota and Cartagena Specific
itinerary below


Mon March 7 travel USA Bogota


Tues March Bogota Buenaventura depart 800 am arrive 915 am


Afternoon inspections


Wedn March 9 inspections







Thur March 10 Travel Buenaventura Bogota depart 935 am arrive
1040 am


Travel Bogota Cartagena depart 140 pm arrive 305 pm various
flight times here


Fri March 11 inspections Cartagena


Sat March 12 Travel Cartagena Bogota USA


DOS makes an annual certification to Congress listing those
foreign countries with TED turtle exclusion device programs in
their shrimp trawl industry comparable in effectiveness to the US
program The last certification visit to Colombia was in 2008
although there were training workshops in Buenaventura and
Cartagena in 2009 The objective of the visit is to get
information from fisheries officials on their TEDs enforcement


activities since our last visit the status of their current TEDs
program and accompany inspectors on actual inspections both
dockside and at sea if at all possible The information I have is
that the shrimp fleet is mostly out of Buenaventura with about six
boats operating out of Cartagena Cartagena is included in the
schedule even though the number of boats there is low since NOAA
did a workshop there in 2009


Subject to RSO approval of this visititinerary would you or
someone in your office check with your Fisheries contacts to help
in the planning of our schedule At the end of our visits we ask
to outbrief the fisheries director or designee and chief of
inspection or comparable official I dont know who that would
be in Cartagena If none available there then we could outbrief
the officials accompanying us on the visit If there are meetings
we should do in Bogota with fisheries officials perhaps that
could be scheduled on Thur March 10 with a later flight that
afternoonevening Bogota Cartagena to discuss enforcement efforts
and report on our findings in Buenaventura


Robert


I understand that your office must approve travel incountry Do
you see any issues with the proposed itinerary above We would
stay only at embassyapproved hotels


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827







beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Barbara Schroeder


Subject Re Fwd Cables


Date Thursday February 17 2011 103100 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Just read that will notify GC and OLE That is not a summary
settlement issue


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Note TEDs sewn shut in LA ticketed by USCG Cheers A


Original Message
Subject Cables


Date Wed 16 Feb 2011 130950 0500
From NMFSIACABLES NMFSIACables@noaagov
To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
AISamuels@noaagov BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
BeckyRootes@noaagov Cheri Mccarty CheriMccarty@noaagov Steven


Wilson StevenWilson@noaagov Diana Figueroa
DianaFigueroa @noaagov DavidDetlor@noaagov Dean Swanson
DeanSwanson@noaagov Greg Schneider GregSchneider@noaagov
JanineGalloway@noaagov Jean Pierre PIe JeanPierrePle@noaagov
Jennifer Olson JenniferOlson@noaagov JenniferAnderson@noaagov
JimHerkelrath@noaagovJimMccallum @noaagov JohnDKelly@noaagov
JohnMitchell@noaagov JudsonFeder@noaagov Kelly Denit
KellyDenit@noaagov Kimberly Blankenbeker


Kimberly Blankenbeker@noaagov KristyLong@noaagov
LindaChaves@noaagov Liz English LizEnglish@noaagov
MarkMurrayBrown @noaagov MikiHirano@noaagov Nancy Daves
NancyDaves@noaagov NancyThompson@noaagov NedCyr@noaagov
NicoleLeboeuf@noaagov OthaEasley@noaagov PamMoen@noaagov
PatMoran@noaagov PatKurkul@noaagov PatrickOpay@noaagov Paul
Niemeier PaulNiemeier@noaagov Rebecca Lent


RebeccaLent@noaagov ScotYamashita@noaagov
StephenKBrown@noaagov TomHourigan TomHourigan@noaagov
JessicaKondel@noaagovStuartCory@noaagovLauraTezer@noaagov
Kevin Painter@noaagov Martina Sagapolu @noaagov
CharlesRaterman@noaagov EllenMMcQueen @noaagov
KathyScola@NoaaGov maria holliday@noaagov
MicheleJoubert@noaagov KimberlySpeech@noaagov
KarenNiki@noaagov JoannMclean@noaagov
KarenHeiseGentile@noaagov LouiseWong@noaagov
BrendaGSmith@noaagov MaryannAllen@noaagov Diane Tierney
DianeTierney@noaagov BradWiley@noaagov CaseyOravetz@noaagov
LauraCimo@noaagov Jeffrey Ray JeffreyRay@noaagov Joseph
Brenner JosephBrenner@noaagov LohLee Low LohLeeLow@noaagov
Frank Lockhart FrankLockhart@noaagov Heidi Hermsmeyer
HeidiHermsmeyer @noaagov Peggy Solomon PeggySolomon@noaagov
Karolyn Potter KarolynPotter@noaagov Michael Barnette
Michael Barnette@noaagov RaymondClarke
RaymondClarke@noaagov Michael Seki MichaelSeki@noaagov Dawn


Graham DawnGraham@noaagov Meghan Donahue
MeghanDonahue@noaagov T Reed TReed@noaagov
PeterOppenheimer@noaagov Angela Somma AngelaSomma@noaagov
Christopher Rogers ChristopherRogers@noaagov Rebecca McMahon
RebeccaMcMahon@noaagov Michael Abbey MichaelAbbey@noaagov







Teresa Turk TeresaTurknoaagovDerek Campbell
DerekCampbell@noaagov Jennifer Schull JenniferSchull@noaagov
David OBrien DavidOBrien@noaagov Ricardo Ramos


RicardoRamosnoaagovRussell Smith RussellSmithnoaagovTodd
Dubois ToddDubois@noaagov


Please note the following cables cannot be transmitted electronically
They will be available from FIA in hard copy for the next two weeks
After this time they will be shredded Please contact Jennifer
Olson3017132276 if you would like a copy of the following cables


The Sensitive Unclassified cables are NONE


The Unclassified cables are SEE ATTACHED


Subject
LAW ENFORCEMENT SITREP ONE AND FINAL FV SUNSET BAY 1


SITUATION A CASE STATUS OPEN CGC MORGENTHAU MORG PATROLLING
BERING SEA B NARRATIVE SIGHTED FV SUNSET BAY ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN
DIRECTED
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Fri 04 Feb 2011 000021 0500


CC


tcccableverificationmaildocgov


RATUZYUW RHOVBWA0031 0350433 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RHHMMCA0576 0350443


R 040433Z FEB 11


FM USCGC MORGENTHAU


TO RUWDQAACCGDSEVENTEEN JUNEAU AK DRDRE
RUWDQAACOGARD MIFC PAC ALAMEDA CA
RHMFIUUDEPT OF HOMELAND SECURITY IA WASHINGTON DC
RHMFIUUDEPT OF HOMELAND SECURITY WASHINGTON DC IAIP
RULSJGICOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
RULSJGICOGARD IDB WASHINGTON DC PAC6PAC3
RUCOWCACCGDELEVEN ALAMEDA CA DRDRMDREDRI
RUWDQAACOGARD INVSER ALAMEDA CA
RUCPDCNOAH NMFS WASHINGTON DC
INFO RUWDQACCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG DCO
RUWDQAACOMPACAREA COGARD ALAMEDA CA PAC35PAC3PAC30
RUWDQAACOMCOGARD SECTOR ANCHORAGE AK
RUWDQAACOMCOGARD SECTOR JUNEAU AK
RUWDQAACOGARD AIRSTA KODIAK AK
RUWDQAACOGARD AIRSTA SITKA AK
RUWDQAACOGARD CAMSPAC PT REYES CA
RUWDQAACOGARD COMMSTA KODIAK AK
RUWDQAACOGARD REGFISHTRACEN NORPAC KODIAK AK
RUWDQAACOGARD MSU VALDEZ AK
RUWDQAACOGARD MSD KENAI AK







RUWDQAACOGARD MSD KETCHIKAN AK
RUWDQAACOGARD MSD KODIAK AK
RUWDQAACOGARD STA JUNEAU AK
RUWDQAACOGARD STA KETCHIKAN AK
RUWDQAACOGARD STA VALDEZ AK
RUWDQAANMFS ANCHORAGE AK
RUWDQAANMFS DUTCH HARBOR AK
RUWDQAANMFS JUNEAU AK
RUWDQAANMFS KODIAK AK
RUWDQAANMFS SITKA AK
RUWDQAAUSCGC BERTHOLF
RUCOWCXUSCGC WAESCHE
RUWDQAAUSCGC BOUTWELL
RUWDQAAUSCGC CHASE
RHOVMAGUSCGC HAMILTON
RHVJMELUSCGC MELLON
RHBVHWRUSCGC MIDGETT
RHOVDWAUSCGC MORGENTHAU
RHVBGDFUSCGC MUNRO
RHOVMMJUSCGC SHERMAN
RHOENHAUSCGC ACUSHNET
RHOENGYUSCGC ALEX HALEY
RHVJCZBUSCGC HICKORY
RHOEHFDUSCGC MAPLE
RHVJODVUSCGC SPAR
RHVJSCBUSCGC SYCAMORE
RHVJEXYUSCGC ANACAPA
RHOEJHTUSCGC LIBERTY
RHOEOQUUSCGC LONG ISLAND
RHOEJSHUSCGC MUSTANG
RHVJEWRUSCGC NAUSHON
RHOEEXPUSCGC ROANOKE ISLAND
BT


UNCLAS N16240
SUBJ LAW ENFORCEMENT SITREP ONE AND FINAL FV SUNSET BAY
1 SITUATION


A CASE STATUS OPEN CGC MORGENTHAU MORG PATROLLING BERING SEA
B NARRATIVE SIGHTED FV SUNSET BAY ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN DIRECTED
FISHING FOR PACIFIC COD IN NMFS STATISTICAL AREA 517 IN POSIT


544400N1651100W WITH NON PELAGIC TRAWL GEAR ONCE ON BOARD
THE BOARDING TEAM OBSERVED THE HAULBACK INCLUDING EMPTYING THE


CODEND INTO THE TRAWL ALLEY WHILE OBSERVING THE SORTING OF THE


CATCH A MEMBER OF THE BOARDING TEAM OBSERVED THREE PACIFIC COD


BEING DISCARDED OVER THE PORT SIDE OF THE FV THE BOARDING TEAM
MEMBER NOTIFIED THE ABO AS THE VESSELS CREW CONTINUED TO SORT THE


CATCH BO ABO AND BOTH NPRFTC SHIP RIDERS TOOK POSITION AFT OF
THE PILOT HOUSE TO OBSERVE THE SORTING OF THE CATCH THE BOARDING


TEAM COLLECTIVELY OBSERVED NUMEROUS SMALL PACIFIC COD AND POLLOCK


BEING DISCARDED OVER THE PORT SIDE OF THE VESSEL THE ABO BEGAN


VIDEO TAPING THE SORTING OF THE CATCH THE FISHING VESSELS LOG BOOK


INDICATED AN APPROX CATCH ONBOARD OF 217000 LBS OF PACIFIC COD
WHICH WOULD REQUIRE THE FV TO RETAIN ALL POLLOCK UP TO THE 20
MRA WHICH AT THE TIME OF BOARDING WOULD BE APPROX 43400 LBS THE
FV LOG BOOK INDICATED THAT NO POLLOCK HAD BEEN RETAINED
SPECIFICALLY 5000 LBS OF POLLOCK HAD BEEN DISCARDED ON 31 JAN 2011


THE FV WAS VISUALLY IDENTIFIED AS DISCARDING ALL POLLOCK AND
SMALLER PACIFIC COD THE BO CITED FV FOR A VIOLATION OF 50 CFR
67927 IN WHICH THE FV WAS REQUIRED TO RETAIN 100 PACIFIC COD
AND UP TO THE MRA 20 OF POLLOCK


C VSL DESC 122FTGT BLUE HULL WHITE SS US FLAGDOCUMENTATION







HAILING PORT SEATTLE WA 6POB
D WX DESC VIS OVC VIS 8NM WINDS 34015KTS SEAS 2FT SWELLS
7FT AIR TEMP 36 BARO 2967 STEADY
2 ACTION TAKEN


A 012226Z FEB11 ISSUED FISHERIES VIOLATION FOR NOT RETAINING 100


OF PACIFIC COD AND THE REQUIRED MRA WHICH IS 20 RETENTION OF
POLLOCK


B LPOC DUTCH HARBOR AK 29JAN11 NPOC DUTCH HARBOR AK 02FEB11
DATE OF LAST USCG BOARDING FEB 2010 BY CGC MUNRO CURRENT CFVS
INSPECTION DECAL 155752


C 011957Z FEB 11 MORG I UW ENR FV SUNSET BAY
D 012024Z COMMENCED ISI 0B FV SUNSET BAY
E 012032Z ISI 100 COMPLETE COMMENCED REVIEW OF VSL LOG BOOK AND


SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
F 012055Z BOARDING 80 COMPLETE LOG BOOKS HAVE MINOR
CORRECTIONS OBSERVED TRAWL GEAR HAULBACK 0B FV SUNSET BAY
G 012133Z BOARDING COMPLETE


H 012226Z ISSUED FISHERIES VIOLATION FOR 50 CFR 67927
I 012328Z BOARDING TEAM DISEMBARKS FV SUNSET BAY ENR MORG
3 FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS MORG TO SUBMIT FIR AND LE CASE
PACKAGE SEPCOR


4 AMPLIFYING INFO


A FV SUNSET BAY CREW
LAST NAME FIRST MI ST ID


1 LASHUA MARC A WA DL


2 HOIBY ATONI GM WA DL


3 KOOP JERICHO R WA DL


4 DUNG KAARE WA DL


5 STORKERSEN TOR P WA DL


B FV SUNSET BAY OBSERVER
1 MARTIN DAVID J MA DL


C FFP NUMBER 251


D VIDEO EVIDENCE WAS RECORDED OF VESSEL VIOLATING 50 CFR 67927
FV SUNSET BAY WAS IN A DIRECTED FISHERY IN WHICH VSL WAS REQUIRED
TO RETAIN 100 PACIFIC COD AND UP TO MRA 20 POLLOCK FV DISCARDED
ALL POLLOCK AND SMALLER PACIFIC COD


5 CASE STATUS


A OPEN


B SORTIE DATA 35HRS


C CASE NUMBER 01 11


6 UNIT POC LT KHRISTOPHER JOHNS
IRIDIUM SATELLITE PHONE 1808 659 3795


EMAIL KHRISTOPHERDJOHNSATUSCGMIL
ADDITIONAL COMMS SVN HLS
BT
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Subject
LE SITREP MISS SONIA US 1 SITUATION A PERIOD 280139ZJAN11
280447ZJAN11 B NOTIFICATION 280139Z JAN 11 USCGC PELICAN COLD HIT
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfilesmaildocgov
Date


Fri 04 Feb 2011 151022 0500


CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA6151 0351716 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA1868 0352005


R 041716Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET035237974


FM USCGC PELICAN


TO ZENCOMCOGARD SECTOR NEW ORLEANS LA SRSRESCC
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG 531
ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDPI
INFO ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZEN COMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA LANT 3RLANT30LANT03
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC ENF
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
BT


UNCLAS N16240
SUBJ LE SITREP MISS SONIA US
1 SITUATION
A PERIOD 280139ZJAN11 280447ZJAN11


B NOTIFICATION 280139Z JAN 11 USCGC PELICAN COLD HIT


C CURRENT STATUS CASE CLOSED ISSUED EARSS
D ACTIVITY NUMBER 3937165 MISSION DOMESTIC FISHERIES LAW


ENFORCEMENT


E NARRATIVE PELICAN BOARDED FV MISS SONIA 70 NM SOUTH OF FRESH
WATER BAYOU LA BO DISCOVERED THE STARBOARD NET NUMBER 2 BY CATCH
REDUCTION DEVICE COMPLETELY SEWN SHUT MASTER WAS ISSUED A SUMMARY
SETTLEMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF 75000 DOLLARS BOARDING OFFICER ALLOWED


THE MASTER TO CUT THE BY CATCH REDUCTION DEVICE OPEN UNDER


SUPERVISION IN ORDER TO CONTINUE FISHING ONCE ALL VIOLATIONS HAD
BEEN NOTED


F BOARDING DETAILS


LATLONG 2822142N 09606881W
ENCOUNTER TYPE COLD HIT


OBSERVED VESSEL ACTIVITY ENGAGED IN FISHING


LAST PORT PALACIOS TX 01152011
NEXT PORT PALACIOS TX 02272011
BOARDING OUTCOME SUMMARY SETTLEMENT ISSUED IN THE AMOUNT OF 75000


DOLLARS NO ADDITIONAL ACTIONS TAKEN
G VESSEL DESCRIPTION


VESSEL NAME MISS SONIA DOC NR 656560


CLASS FISHING VESSEL


TYPE FISH CATCHING VESSEL


SUBTYPE GENERAL


HOME PORTPALACIOS TX
FLAG US


LENGTH 743 FT


H CATCH BREAKDOWN APPROX 3000 LBS BROWN GULF SHRIMP
I OS WX WINDS26112KTSSEAS 140T1KTS VIS 5NM
J POB INFO


1 PIC TORRESHECTOR DOB SSN
2 CREW TORRES JUAM MICHEAL DOB 14JUL1970 TX DL















3 CREW LAMAS JESSES JR DOB TX DL
KMANAGING OWNER CRAIG A WALLIS 889 CR 305


PO BOX 540 PALACIOS TX 77465


L VIOLATIONS GULF OF MEXICO SHRIMP SYSTEM FISHERIES
SUBSYSTEM GEAR


COMPONENT BRD BYCATCH REDUCTION DEVICE VIOLATION
2 ACTION TAKEN


A 280205Z BOARDING TEAM EMBARKED FV MISS SONIA IN POSN
2822142N 09206881W


B 280210Z COMMENCED HAULBACK


C 280225Z CFVSR INSPECTION COMPLETE WITH 0 VIOLATIONS


D 280330Z FISHERIES INSPECTION COMPLETE WITH 01 FISHERIES


VIOLATION FOR 01 SEWN UP BY CATCH REDUCTION DEVICE


E 280447Z BOARDING COMPLETE BOARDING TEAM DISEMBARKED
3 FUTURE PLANS CASE PACKAGE TO FOLLOW MISLE ACTIVITY NR 3937165


4 POCFS2 KEVIN FRAZIER 337 898 8660 KEVINAFRAZIERATUSCGMIL
BT


6151
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Subject
LAW ENFORCEMENT LANCHA SIGHTING ONE LANCHA SIGHTED 43NM NORTH OF U


S MX BORDER AND 26NM OFFSHORE MISLE ACTIVITY 3940281 1 SITUATION
A CG 2141 WHILE ON PATROL SIGHTED ONE LANCHA UNDERWAY EASTERLY
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Mon 07 Feb 2011 132028 0500


CC


tcccableverification @maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA8436 0381709 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCB0122 0381809


R 071709Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET038240844


FM COMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDRIDPIDRM
ZEN COMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC
INFO ZENCOGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX
ZENCOGARD INVSER CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZEN USCGC BRANT
ZENUSCGC AMBERJACK
ZENUSCGC MANATEE
RHMFIUUCJTF 6 FT BLISS TX
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA LANT03
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC















ZEN COGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD AIRSTA CORPUS CHRISTI TX
BT


UNCLAS N16210
SUB LAW ENFORCEMENT LANCHA SIGHTING ONE LANCHA SIGHTED 43NM


NORTH OF U S MX BORDER AND 26NM OFFSHORE MISLE ACTIVITY 3940281
1 SITUATION


A CG 2141 WHILE ON PATROL SIGHTED ONE LANCHA UNDERWAY EASTERLY
COURSESTA SPI DIVERTED CG 33141 BUT LANCHA CHANGED COURSE AND


CONTINUED SOUTH


B REPORTING SOURCE CG 2141


C POSITIONS 26241N 096 22W 26 12N 096174W


D NUMBER OF LANCHAS ONE


E NUMBER OF POB FOUR


F ACTIVITY UNDERWAY


G SEA STATE 2 FT


H VISIBILITY 10 NM


I WINDS 120 10 KTS


J CEILING 12000 FT
2 ACTION TAKEN


A 071450Z CG 2141 AIRBORNE


B 1650Z CG 2141 ON SCENE AND RPTS SIGHTING OF LANCHA UNDERWAY


HEADING EAST


C 1702Z SECTOR LEDO AND COMMAND BRIEFED


D 1735Z CG 2141 ON DECK HANGER 58 REFUELING


E 1854Z CG 2141 REACQUIRED SECOND LANCHA APPROXIMATELY 50NM OFFSHORE
AND 22NM NORTH ON A HEADING OF 130 DEGREES TRUE SPEED 20KTS
F 1856Z CG 33141 DIVERTED WAS UNABLE TO LOCATE LANCHA AND COMMS WAS


POOR CG 33141 RTB


G 2317Z CG 2141 DEPARTED SCENE


H 2340Z CG 2141 ON DECK SECTOR


I 2115Z CG 33141 MOORED STA SPI


3 SORTIE DATA


A CG 2141 ONE SORTIE 29 HRS
B CG 33140 ONE SORTIE 20 HRS
BT


8436
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Subject
LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL INCURSIONINTERDICTION OF 01 MEXICAN LANCHA
1 SITUATIONAPERIOD 061711Z FEB 11 072324Z FEB 11


From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfilesmaildocgov
Date


Mon 07 Feb 2011 143028 0500







CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA8480 0381812 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA0198 0381909


R 071812Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET038240937


FM COGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDRIDRCMCDPI
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG531CG3RPLCG3RPF
INFO ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOGARD STA PORT OCONNOR TX
ZEN COGARD STA PORT ARANSAS TX
ZEN COMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC
ZENUSCGC AMBERJACK
ZENUSCGC MANATEE
ZENUSCGC STEELHEAD
ZEN COMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA
BT


UNCLAS N16247
SUBJ LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL INCURSIONINTERDICTION OF 01 MEXICAN
LANCHA


1 SITUATION


APERIOD 061711Z FEB 11 072324Z FEB 11


BCURRENT STATUS OF CASE CASE CLOSED GEAR WAS CONFISCATED
CNOTIFICATION CG 2141


DNARRATIVE COAST GUARD STATION SOUTH PADRE ISLAND RECEIVED A CALL


FROM TEXAS PARKS AND WILD LIFE REPORTING LONG LINE GEAR IN THE


VICINITY OF THE TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE REFUGE BUOY CG 33106 GOT


UW TO LOCATE AND RETRIEVE THE LONG LINE GEAR AFTER THE GEAR WAS ON
BOARD CG 33106 WAS DIVERTED TO 02 LANCHAS LOCATED BY CG 2141 IN
POSITION 26430N 096414W2659NM OFFSHORE AND 4257NM NORTH OF THE
US MEX EEZCG 33106 LOCATED AND INTERDICTED THE LANCHA IN
POSITION 26229N 097452W2447NM OFFSHORE 2179 NORTH OF THE
USMEX EEZ STA SPI THEN REQUESTED A SNO FOR SEIZURE OF THE
LANCHA CREW FISHING GEAR AND CATCH SNO WAS GRANTED AND THE LANCHA
CREW WAS TRANSFERRED TO CG 33106 A MEMBER OF THE BOARDING TEAM


CREWED THE LANCHA BACK TO STA SPI BORDER PATROL ARRIVED AT STA SPI


AND TOOK CUSTODY OF THE LANCHA CREW


E VSL DISCRIPTION


E1ALL WHITE HULL 25FT HOMEPORT PLAYA BAGDAD MX
NATIONALITYMX


F CREW INFORMATION


F1 CAPTAIN ALEJANDRO VASQUEZ HERNANDEZ
DOB


F2 CREW JOSE HILARIO FIGUEROA RAMON


DOB


F3 CREW JESUS MONTOYA HERMADO


DOB


F4 CREW LEONEDES ENAMORADOSOSA


DOB


G OS WX WINDS 10KTS SEAS 3 SFT VIS 10NM
2 ACTION TAKEN


A 29061521Z FEB 11 TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE INFORMED STATION OF


LONG LINE GEAR IN THE VICINITY OF THE TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE REFUGE


BUOY
B 1702Z CG 2141 INFORMED STATION OF 02 LANCHAS NORTH OF THE











USMEXICO EEZ
C 1711Z CG 33106 RETRIEVED THE LONG LINE GEAR AND DIVERTED TO


02 LANCHAS
D 1835Z CG 33106 HAS 01 LANCHA STOPPED
E 1840Z STA SPI REQUESTED SNO FOR SEIZURE
F 1958Z SNO WAS GRANTED FOR SEIZURE OF LANCHA CREW CATCH
AND GEAR THE LANCHA CREW WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE CG 33106


G 2007Z CG 33106 AND LANCHA RTS
H 2130Z CG 33106 AND THE LANCHA MOORED STATION
I 2324Z BORDER PATROL ASSUMED CUSTODY OF 04 CREWMEN AND


DEPARTED STATION


3 FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS STATION WILL CONTINUE TO PATROL


THE BORDER AND EEZ FOR ALNCHAS LONG LINE GEAR AND GILL NETS
4 DISPOSITION


A SEIZED 01 LANCHA


B SEIZED 140 RED SNAPPER


C SEIZED 16 BLACK TIP SHARKS


D SEIZED 02 HAMMERHEAD SHARKS


E DETAINED 04 CREWMEN


F CONFISCATED FISHING GEAR


5 PARTICIPATION NTR


6 AMPLIFYING INFO


A CG 33106 1 SORTIE 62 HRS
B MISLE ACTIVITY 536958


7 POC BM1 MAHIRE AGIZA 9563647440
BT
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Subject
PREPARATIONS FOR USCHILE MARINE PROTECTED AREA SISTER Park


Agreement Focus on Indigenous Community Involvement and Technical
Cooperation REF A SANTIAGO 23 B SANTIAGO 11
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Mon 07 Feb 2011 143030 0500


CC


tcccableverificationmaildocgov


RAAUZYUW RUEHSGA0128 0381913 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZZH


R 071911Z FEB 11


FM AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO


TO RUEHCSECSTATE WASHDC
INFO WESTERN HEMISPHERIC AFFAIRS DIPL POSTS







RHMFIUUHQ EPA WASHINGTON DC
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC
RUCPDCNOAA NOS WASHINGTON DC
RUEHCDEPT OF INTERIOR WASHINGTON DC
BT


UNCLAS SANTIAGO 000128


STATE FOR WHABSCHARRIS
STATE FOR OESENVTRONT
DEPT OF INTERIOR PLEASE PASS TO NPS


EO 13526 NA
TAGS SENV ECON PGOV CI


THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE


SUBJECT PREPARATIONS FOR USCHILE MARINE PROTECTED AREA SISTER


Park Agreement Focus on Indigenous Community Involvement and
Technical Cooperation
REF A SANTIAGO 23 B SANTIAGO 11
1 Summary US and Chilean experts met to prepare for a proposed
sister park agreement between Glacier Bay National Park and Reserve
in Alaska and Francisco Coloane National Park and Marine Protected


Area in southernmost Chile The two delegations exchanged best
MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR The two parks which share many
characteristics including marine protected areas sustainable
ecotourism and integration of indigenous communities The sister
park agreement could be ready for signature by AprilMay End
summary


First Sister Park Agreement to Include Marine Protected Areas


2 The sister park agreement between Glacier Bay and Francisco
Coloane will be the third sister park agreement between parks in
the US and Chile although it will be the first to include marine
protected areas In 2007 Yosemite National Park in California and
Torres del Paine National Park in Southern Chile entered into a
sister park agreement In 2009 San Francisco Golden Gate Park
and Santiago Parque Metropolitano signed a similar accord In


the summer of 2009 experts from the Francisco Coloane Marine
Protected Area MPA visited Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve
to learn about their management process and to share experiences
and best practices The visit was organized by National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration NOAA and National Park Service
NPS staff to address the Chilean objective of learning from a
fjord system park with terrestrial and marine components and very
similar environmental and geographic characteristics As a result
of this visit managers from both protected areas identified an
opportunity for cooperation and made the decision to engage in a
sister park agreement involving both marine and terrestrial
protection agencies
3 The primary goal of the proposed Glacier Bay Francisco Coloane
sister park agreement is to foster enhanced USChile
collaboration in support of the long term protection of natural and
cultural heritages Exchanging best practices and expertise in MPA
management including the integration of terrestrial and marine
conservation initiatives will increase capacity in both the US
and Chile


Technical Meetings and Site Visit Refine Plans for Technical
Workshop


4 The meetings were attended by an interagency US delegation
with representation from the National Park Service NPS the







National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration NOAA and US
Embassy Santiago The Chilean delegation was represented by the
National Corporation of Indigenous Development CONADI National
Tourism Service SERNATUR Kawesqar Community General Director of
Marine Territory and the Merchant Marines DIRECTEMAR National
Fisheries Service SERNAPESCA Regional Offices of the Ministry of
Environment National Forest Corporation CONAF Ministry of
Environment Sub secretary of Fisheries SUBPESCA Ministry of
Public Works and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
5 At the conclusion of the technical meetings the delegation
visited Francisco Coloane which is not accessible by land
entailing several days aboard a ship The Chilean Navy provided
the necessary logistical support for the visit
Ten Topics Discussed Indigenous Community Involvement
Predominant Focus


6 In the months prior to the meetings the parties agreed to a
comprehensive list of discussion topics including


Best management practices for terrestrial marine national
parks


Management of resources and operations in MPAs and
coastal marine ecosystems


Sustainable ecotourism


Scientific research activities


Public educationoutreach
Integration of indigenous communities into the protected


area management and management of historical and archeological
sites


Management plans and evaluation of MPAs
Enforcementoversight of activities undertaken in parks


both land and marine
Park staff exchanges
Chilean experiencedevelopment on MPA networks and


START OF SECTION 2


STATE FOR WHABSCHARRIS
STATE FOR OESENVTRONT
DEPT OF INTERIOR PLEASE PASS TO NPS


EO 13526 NA
TAGS SENV ECON PGOV CI
SUBJECT PREPARATIONS FOR USCHILE MARINE PROTECTED AREA SISTER


Park Agreement Focus on Indigenous Community Involvement and
Technical Cooperation
terrestrial parks networks
7 The two day talks covered all of the subjects above with both
sides giving detailed presentations Topics of particular interest
were sustainable ecotourism eg whale watching the management
of resources and MPAs including the management of concessions and
PRIVATE SECTOR PROJECTS WITHIN PROTECTed areas and the
integration of indigenous communities into protected area
management A presentation by David Matilla from NOM Hawaiian
Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary was well received
given that Francisco Coloane is an important feeding ground for
whales Another topic of heightened interest for both the Chilean
and the US delegations was the management of tourist concessions
within protected areas
8 The integration of indigenous communities was the highlight of
the talks Wayne Howell Deputy Director of Glacier Bay National
Park and an anthropologist and archaeologist with extensive
experience in working with the indigenous communities captured the







delegatesundivided attention by sharing his experiences of
projects between Glacier Bay and the Huna and Tlingit Native
American communities About thirteen years ago the administration
at Glacier Bay went through a planning process for the parks
developed area visitor facilities docks roads etc At that
time representatives of the Hoonah Indian Association proposed a
building in the style of their traditional plank houses to serve
as both a visitor center as well as a place for workshops and
gatherings The park struggled for years to find funding to build
the house and was eventually able to fund artistic elements for it
eg carved and painted screens house posts totem poles etc
That project is on going and has brought tremendous results to the
community Additionally there is a successful carving project
which teaches the skills used by the Huna people to carve canoes
Note The term Huna is typically used to refer to the people and
the term Hoonah is used to refer to the village End note The
Chileans are eager to cooperate more on this issue and to ensure
that the indigenous Kawesqar community is involved in decisions
regarding the park
Moving Forward Technical Workshop and Signing of Agreement
Programmed for 2011


9 Based on the interests identified by the Chilean delegation a
work plan is being finalized to outline the content of a NPS and
NOAA coordinated technical workshop to take place in either
Santiago or Valparaiso Chile in April or May 2011 At the
conclusion of the workshop the parties anticipate signing the
official sister park agreement
Positive Exchanges Despite Unrelated Protests in Punta Arenas


10 The dates of the meetings coincided with a massive strike and
roadblocks throughout the region of Magallanes reftels as a
result of a government announcement that the price of gas in the
region would rise in excess of sixteen percent The civil unrest
caused serious logistical challenges for the delegation including
how to arrive at and depart from Punta Arenas Contracted
interpreters were unable to get to Punta Arenas thus complicating
the dialogue at the meetings Despite these challenges the
interactions and synergies among the participants were very
positive and the meetings productive
11 Comment The US and Chile continue to expand on the range
of collaboration in activities under the existing US Chile


Environmental Cooperation Agreement ECA The proposed Glacier
BayFrancisco Coloane sister park agreement represents the richness
of this cooperation and will be the third sister park agreement
With a focus on experts from both sides sharing experiences the
sister park agreements are very much in keeping with the spirit of
the ECA which is a collaborative effort with both sides
contributing and benefiting from the interchanges The enthusiasm
and flexibility of both delegations under less than ideal
circumstances is testament to the commitment both countries have to


strengthening this valuable cooperative network and there is much
to gain from such teamwork
Wolff


BT
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Subject
LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL INCURSION DETECTION 1 SITUATION A PERIOD
061521Z TO 062130Z FEB11 B CURRENT STATUS CASE CLOSED GEAR WAS
CONFISCATED
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfilesmaildocgov
Date


Mon 07 Feb 2011 161030 0500


CC


tcccableverification @maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA8711 0382002 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCB0319 0382055
R 072002Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET038241147


FM COGARD STA SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX


TO ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDRIDRCMCDPI
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG531CG3RPLCG3RPF
INFO ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
ZENCOGARD STA PORT ARANSAS TX
ZEN COGARD STA PORT OCONNOR TX
ZENCOMCOGARD SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA
RUEABNEEPIC EL PASO TX
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC
ZENUSCGC AMBERJACK
ZENUSCGC MANATEE
ZEN USCGC STEELHEAD
BT


UNCLAS N16214
SUBJ LE SITREP ONE AND FINAL INCURSIONDETECTION
1 SITUATION


A PERIOD 061521Z TO 062130Z FEB11


B CURRENT STATUS CASE CLOSED GEAR WAS CONFISCATED
C NOTIFICATION COLD HIT


D NARRATIVE STA RCVD CALL FROM TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE


TPandW OF LONG LINE GEAR IN THE GULF OF MEXICO AT POSITION
25585N 097032W 5NM OFFSHORE AND 11NM NORTH OF THE USMEXICO
BORDERCG 33106 RETRIEVED APPROXIMATELY 600YDS OF GEAR CG 33106
DIVERTED BY CG 2141 FOR 02 LANCHA SIGHTINGS NORTH


2 ACTION TAKEN


A 061521Z FEB 11 STA RCVD CALL TPandW OF LONG LINE GEAR IVO
TPandW BUOY
B 1548Z CG 33106 UW TO LOCATE GEAR
C 1611Z CG 33106 LOCATED FISHING GEAR IN POSITION 25583N







097031W
D 1643Z CG 33106 COMMENCED RETRIEVING GEAR


E 1711Z CG 33106 RETRIEVED 600 YDS OF GEAR DIVERTED TO


LANCHAS
F 2130Z CG 33106 MS
3 FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS STATION WILL CONTINUE TO PATROL


THE BORDER AND EEZ FOR LONG LINE GEAR AND GILL NETS


4 DISPOSITION SEIZED 01 SET OF LONG LINE GEAR


5 PARTICIPATIONNTR
6 AMPLIFYING INFO


A 05 RED DRUM


B CG 33106 1 SORTIE 67HRS
C MISLE CASE536980


7 POC BM1 JASON CHAPA 9563647440
BT


8711
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Subject
BEIJING MEDIA REACTION EARLY ALERT COMMENTARY AMBASSADOR HUNTSMAN


CHINA YOUTH DAILYZHONGGUO QINGNIANBAO DAILY CIRC 400000
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 2
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Mon 07 Feb 2011 224029 0500


CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


RAAUZYUW RUEHBJA0412 0390331 UUUU RUEHDCA


ZNR UUUUU ZZH


R 080329Z FEB 11


FM AMEMBASSY BEIJING


TO RUEHCSECSTATE WASHDC
INFO CHINA POSTS COLLECTIVE


RHMCSUUCDR USPACOM HONOLULU HI
BT


UNCLAS BEIJING 000412


SIPDIS


DEPARTMENT FOR INRRMR EAPCM EAPPA EAPPD C
HQ PACOM FOR PUBLIC DIPLOMACY ADVISOR J007
EO 13526 NA
TAGS PREL ECON SENV KGHG KMDR OPRC CH
SUBJECT BEIJING MEDIA REACTION EARLY ALERT COMMENTARY


AMBASSADOR HUNTSMAN


CHINA YOUTH DAILYZHONGGUO QINGNIANBAO DAILY CIRC 400000







WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 2
MEDIA US AMBASSADOR HUNTSMAN RESIGNATION IS AIMED AT THE


PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION PG 4
QUOTE DUE TO HUNTSMAN OUTSTANDING WORK AS A GOVERNOR IN UTAH
MANY REPUBLICANS THINK HE WILL BE THE ONE TO CHALLENGE OBAMA IN THE


NEXT PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IT IS BELIEVED THAT AMBASSADOR


HUNTSMAN HAS A LOT OF ADVANTAGES SUCH AS HIS OUTSTANDING
PERFORMANCE IN SOLVING ECONOMIC ISSUES HIS EXPERIENCES AS AN
AMBASSADOR IN CHINA AND HIS EXCELLENT COORDINATING SKILLS BUT
THERE ARE ALSO SOME UNFAVORABLE ELEMENTS FOR HUNTSMAN TO RUN FOR


PRESIDENT IT IS TOO EARLY TO START THE SHOW THERE ARE STILL 2


YEARS AHEAD FOR THE NEXT PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION THE TEA PARTY IS


RISING AND CONSERVATIVE OPINIONS STILL WIN THE SUPPORT OF MOST


REPUBLICANS AS A MODERATE HUNTSMAN VIEW MAY NOT BE POPULAR IN
THE PRELIMINARY ROUND OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS AND WOULD ENCOUNTER


SEVERE ATTACKS FROM THE CONSERVATIVES ALSO AMBASSADOR HUNTSMAN
USED TO BE LABELED AS A TYPICAL EXAMPLE FOR BIPARTISANSHIP BY


OBAMA REPUBLICANS HOPE THEIR PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE WOULD NEVER


BE LABELED BY DEMOCRATS FOR PUBLICITY PURPOSES


EGYPT


BEIJING YOUTH DAILYBEIJING QINGNIANBAO DAILY CIRC 650000
EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT REACHES PARTIAL CONSENSUS WITH THE OPPOSITION


PARTY PG 07
QUOTE AT THE DIALOGUE OF EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT AND SEVERAL
OPPOSITION GROUPS ALL PARTIES HAVE REACHED A CONSENSUS ON
LEGISLATION REFORM AND THE LIFTING OF THE EMERGENCY LAW HOWEVER
THE OPPOSITION GROUPS INCLUDING THE MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD CLAIMED
THAT THE COMPROMISE THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS MADE HAS BEEN LIMITED


AND CAN SATISFY ALL THEIR NEEDS OPPOSITIONISTS SAID THAT THE


DIALOGUE IS NOT TRANSPARENT THE DEMONSTRATORS AND THE GOVERNMENT


LACK MUTUAL TRUST BUT THE CHAIR OF THE US SENATE COMMITTEE ON


FOREIGN AFFAIRS WELCOMED THE DIALOGUE SAYING EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT
PROMISE OF LIFTING THE EMERGENCY LAW HAS BEEN UNUSUAL


TV HEADLINES


CCTV EVENING NEWS HEADLINES FROM 02082011
DOMESTIC NEWS
1 ANHUI MAKING EFFORTS TO FIGHT AGAINST THE DROUGHT TO ENSURE


THE YIELD OF WHEAT


2 BRIEF COMMENTARY IT HAS BEEN THE BEGINNING OF SPRING AND
THE TASK OF FIGHTING AGAINST THE DROUGHT BECOMES URGENT


3 VISITING GRASS ROOT REGIONS DURING THE SPRING FESTIVAL
XINJIANG FULLY USING BOTH TECHNOLOGY AND THE MARKET TO CULTIVATE


NEW AND UNIQUE INDUSTRIES
INTERNATIONAL NEWS
1 CHINATOWN VISIT THE MAKE UP OF PARADES IN CHINATOWN IN THE


THIRTEENTH DISTRICT OF PARIS


2 CULTURAL CHINA CELEBRATES THE SPRING WITH THE WHOLE WORLD


TOUR PERFORMANCE WAS ON STAGE IN KENYA FIRST TIME IN AFRICA
3 THE SPRING FESTIVAL LANTERN PARADE WAS HELD TO CELEBRATE THE


CHINESE NEW YEAR IN SYDNEY


HUNTSMAN
BT
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Subject
D11 LMR ENFORCEMENT SUMMARY FOR JAN 1 EEZ ENFORCEMENT A EFFORTS


MONTHFYTD FFV INCURSION DETECTIONS 00
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfilesmaildocgov
Date


Tue 08 Feb 2011 171031 0500


CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA9971 0392116 UUUU RUCPDC
ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA0576 0392159


R 082116Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET039242706


FM CCGDELEVEN ALAMEDA CA DRE
TO ZENCOMPACAREA COGARD ALAMEDA CAPAC2PAC3
INFO ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG531
RUWDQAANMFS SW REGION LOS ANGELES CA
ZENNMFS SANTA ROSA CA
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC ENF
AIG 8951


ZENCCGDTHIRTEEN SEATTLE WA DRDRE
ZENCCGDFOURTEEN HONOLULU HI DRDREDRI
BT


UNCLAS N16203
SUBJ D11 LMR ENFORCEMENT SUMMARY FOR JAN


1 EEZ ENFORCEMENT


A EFFORTS MONTHFYTD
FFV INCURSION DETECTIONS 00
FFV INTERCEPTED ASSET 0S 00
FFV INTERDICTED END GAME 00
B EEZ ENFORCEMENT SUMMARY NSTR


2 DOMESTIC ENFORCEMENT


A PERFORMANCE MONTHFYTD
SIGNIFICANT VIOLATIONS 0101
CATCH SEIZURES 00
VESSEL SEIZURES 00
LMR BOARDINGS THIS REPORTFYTD 36135
B SIGNIFICANT VIOLATION SUMMARY NSTR


3 MARINE PROTECTED SPECIESPROTECTED LIVING MARINE RESOURCES
A EFFORTS NSTR


B MARINE PROTECTED SPECIES ASSISTANCE RESPONSE RATE


1 NO OF REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCENO OF RESPONSES
A MTH 0100
B YTD 0100
2 COMMENTS


22JAN SECTOR LALB RECEIVED REQUEST FROM MARINE
MAMMAL CARE CENTER IN LOS ANGELES TO


FERRY THEIR EMPLOYEES TO THE LOS ANGELES


BUOY NUMBER ONE TO AID AN ENTANGLED SEA


LION DISENTANGLEMENT TEAM WAS


TRANSPORTED BY LOCAL LIFEGUARDS AND DID







NOT NEED CG ASSISTANCE


4 OPERATIONSFISHERIES ACTIVITIES
A RECENTUPCOMING CG LMR OPERATIONS
1 GRU HB 09 LMR BOARDINGS NO SIGNIFICANT VIOLATIONS
GRU HAS OBSERVED A SIGNIFICANT DROP IN VESSELS


FISHING FOR DUNGENESS CRAB STA NOYO RIVER RECEIVED


TRAWL RATIONALIZATION TRAINING FROM LOCAL NMFS


OFFICER GRU HB FLEW 05 HELO SORTIES ISO LMR OPS
2 SEC SF 12 LMR BOARDINGS NO SIGNIFICANT VIOLATIONS
3 SEC LALB 14 LMR BOARDINGS NO SIGNIFICANT
VIOLATIONS AIRSTA LA CONDUCTED 03 LMR PATROLS


4 SEC SD 01 LMR BOARDING NO SIGNIFICANT VIOLATION
5 AIRSTA SACRAMENTO FLEW TWO SORTIES ISO LMR OPS 11JAN


FLIGHT FOCUSED ON USMX BORDER AND CHANNEL ISLANDS
26JAN FLIGHT FOCUSED ON NORTHERN AOR AND PROVIDED


OVERSIGHT OF RCA


B DEVELOPING SIGNIFICANT FISHERIES MANAGEMENT ISSUES


1 SEC LALB IS HOSTING NOAA SPONSORED TRAT TRAINING ON
08 FEBRUARY FOLLOWED BY SECTOR SF ON 11 FEBRUARY


C NEW LMR REGS REQUIRING ADDL AT SEA ENFORCEMENT NSTR
5 POCS


A D11DRE LT S ARNWINE 510 437 5392
B GRU HB CWO C BARTHEL 707 839 6589
C SEC SF LT E BARRON 415 399 3493
D SEC LALB LTJG L GANLEY 310 521 3678
E SEC SD LTJG E SLYCORD 619 278 7645
BT
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Subject
PAYMENT TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF


ATLANTIC TUNAS 1 PLEASE MAKE PAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF 15422617
EUROS TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Fri 11 Feb 2011 113037 0500


CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


RAAUZYUW RUEHCAA2923 0421442 UUUU RUEHDCA


ZNR UUUUU ZZH


R 111439Z FEB 11


FM SECSTATE WASHDC


TO AMEMBASSY MADRID







BT


UNCLAS STATE 012923


EO 13526 NA
TAGS ABUD EFIS
SUBJECT PAYMENT TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE


CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS


1 PLEASE MAKE PAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF 15422617 EUROS TO
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC


TUNA ICCAT FOR THE 2011 US ASSESSMENT
2 PLEASE CHARGE TO THE FOLLOWING FUND CITE


3 PLEASE DIRECT THE PAYMENT TO THE FOLLOWING BANK


BANCO BILBAO VIZCAYA ARGENTARIA BBVA OFICINA MADRID
INSTITUCIONES PSO RECOLETOS 10 ALA SUR PL 1 MADRID
28001 EURO ACCOUNT


4 OES DRLEXFMD APPRECIATES YOUR ASSISTANCE
CLINTON
BT
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beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard
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From Michael Barnette


To Duane Smith Tracy Dunn Otha Easley
Cc David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Alexis Gutierrez Jack H Forrester John Mitchell


Subject FV MISS SONIA sewn up TED
Date Thursday February 17 2011 103656 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi guys
I am wondering if you noted this USCG action report Is there any way
we can follow up on this to make sure they are definitely talking about
a BRD and not a TED Because if they are talking about a sewn up TED
that should obviously and definitely not be a summary settlement
Thanks


Cheers
Mike


Subject
LE SITREP MISS SONIA US 1 SITUATION A PERIOD 280139ZJAN11
280447ZJAN11 B NOTIFICATION 280139Z JAN 11 USCGC PELICAN COLD HIT
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Fri 04 Feb 2011 151022 0500


CC


tcccableverification @maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA6151 0351716 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA1868 0352005
R 041716Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET035237974


FM USCGC PELICAN


TO ZENCOMCOGARD SECTOR NEW ORLEANS LA SRSRESCC
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG531
ZENCCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDPI
INFO ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA LANT 3RLANT30LANT03
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC ENF
ZENCOGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
BT


UNCLAS N16240
SUBJ LE SITREP MISS SONIA US
1 SITUATION


A PERIOD 280139ZJAN11 280447ZJAN11


B NOTIFICATION 280139Z JAN 11 USCGC PELICAN COLD HIT


C CURRENT STATUS CASE CLOSED ISSUED EARSS
D ACTIVITY NUMBER 3937165 MISSION DOMESTIC FISHERIES LAW


ENFORCEMENT


E NARRATIVE PELICAN BOARDED FV MISS SONIA 70 NM SOUTH OF FRESH
WATER BAYOU LA BO DISCOVERED THE STARBOARD NET NUMBER 2 BYCATCH
REDUCTION DEVICE COMPLETELY SEWN SHUT MASTER WAS ISSUED A SUMMARY


SETTLEMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF 75000 DOLLARS BOARDING OFFICER ALLOWED


THE MASTER TO CUT THE BY CATCH REDUCTION DEVICE OPEN UNDER


SUPERVISION IN ORDER TO CONTINUE FISHING ONCE ALL VIOLATIONS HAD
BEEN NOTED







F BOARDING DETAILS


LATLONG 2822142N 09606881W
ENCOUNTER TYPE COLD HIT


OBSERVED VESSEL ACTIVITY ENGAGED IN FISHING


LAST PORT PALACIOS TX 01152011
NEXT PORT PALACIOS TX 02272011
BOARDING OUTCOME SUMMARY SETTLEMENT ISSUED IN THE AMOUNT OF 75000


DOLLARS NO ADDITIONAL ACTIONS TAKEN
G VESSEL DESCRIPTION


VESSEL NAME MISS SONIA DOC NR 656560


CLASS FISHING VESSEL


TYPE FISH CATCHING VESSEL


SUBTYPE GENERAL


HOME PORTPALACIOS TX
FLAG US


LENGTH 743 FT


H CATCH BREAKDOWN APPROX 3000 LBS BROWN GULF SHRIMP
I OS WX WINDS26112KTSSEAS 140T1KTS VIS 5NM
J POB INFO


1 PIC TORRESHECTOR DOB SSN
2 CREW TORRES JUAM MICHEAL DOB TX DL
3 CREW LAMAS JESSES JR DOB TX DL
KMANAGING OWNER CRAIG A WALLIS 889 CR 305


PO BOX 540 PALACIOS TX 77465


L VIOLATIONS GULF OF MEXICO SHRIMP SYSTEM FISHERIES
SUBSYSTEM GEAR


COMPONENT BRD BYCATCH REDUCTION DEVICE VIOLATION
2 ACTION TAKEN


A 280205Z BOARDING TEAM EMBARKED FV MISS SONIA IN POSN
2822142N 09206881W


B 280210Z COMMENCED HAULBACK


C 280225Z CFVSR INSPECTION COMPLETE WITH 0 VIOLATIONS


D 280330Z FISHERIES INSPECTION COMPLETE WITH 01 FISHERIES


VIOLATION FOR 01 SEWN UP BY CATCH REDUCTION DEVICE


E 280447Z BOARDING COMPLETE BOARDING TEAM DISEMBARKED
3 FUTURE PLANS CASE PACKAGE TO FOLLOW MISLE ACTIVITY NR 3937165
4 POCFS2 KEVIN FRAZIER 337 898 8660 KEVINAFRAZIERATUSCGMIL


BT


6151
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From Michael Barnette


To Tracy Dunn


Cc Jennifer Lee David Bernhart


Subject TED pulse operations
Date Thursday February 17 2011 113438 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Tracy
I got word that there are plans to possibly conduct pulse operations for
TED enforcement Is it possible to briefly meet to discuss This is
definitely welcome news but we would be interested in hearing some of
the details due to the preparation of the new shrimp fishery biological
opinion
Thanks


Cheers
Mike
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From DuaneSmith


To Michael Barnette


Subject Re FV MISS SONIA sewn up TED
Date Thursday February 17 2011 114919 AM


Mike


Although I appreciate the enthusiasm and agree that if this were a TED
violation it would not be a SS Ive got to give credence to what the LE
folks in the field report If they say it was a BRD I dont really
have the time or the inclination to second guess that


Happy to discuss in person or on phone


Duane


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi guys
I am wondering if you noted this USCG action report Is there any way
we can follow up on this to make sure they are definitely talking
about a BRD and not a TED Because if they are talking about a
sewn up TED that should obviously and definitely not be a summary
settlement


Thanks


Cheers
Mike


Subject
LE SITREP MISS SONIA US 1 SITUATION A PERIOD 280139ZJAN11
280447ZJAN11 B NOTIFICATION 280139Z JAN 11 USCGC PELICAN COLD HIT
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Fri 04 Feb 2011 151022 0500


CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA6151 0351716 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA1868 0352005


R 041716Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET035237974


FM USCGC PELICAN


TO ZEN COMCOGARD SECTOR NEW ORLEANS LA SRSRESCC
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG 531
ZEN CCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDPI
INFO ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZEN COMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VALANT 3RLANT30LANT03
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC ENF
ZEN COGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
BT


UNCLAS N16240
SUBJ LE SITREP MISS SONIA US
1 SITUATION







A PERIOD 280139ZJAN11 280447ZJAN11
B NOTIFICATION 280139Z JAN 11 USCGC PELICAN COLD HIT


C CURRENT STATUS CASE CLOSED ISSUED EARSS
D ACTIVITY NUMBER 3937165 MISSION DOMESTIC FISHERIES LAW
ENFORCEMENT


E NARRATIVE PELICAN BOARDED FV MISS SONIA 70 NM SOUTH OF FRESH
WATER BAYOU LA BO DISCOVERED THE STARBOARD NET NUMBER 2 BY CATCH
REDUCTION DEVICE COMPLETELY SEWN SHUT MASTER WAS ISSUED A SUMMARY


SETTLEMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF 75000 DOLLARS BOARDING OFFICER ALLOWED


THE MASTER TO CUT THE BY CATCH REDUCTION DEVICE OPEN UNDER


SUPERVISION IN ORDER TO CONTINUE FISHING ONCE ALL VIOLATIONS HAD
BEEN NOTED


F BOARDING DETAILS


LATLONG 2822142N 09606881W
ENCOUNTER TYPE COLD HIT


OBSERVED VESSEL ACTIVITY ENGAGED IN FISHING


LAST PORT PALACIOS TX 01152011
NEXT PORT PALACIOS TX 02272011
BOARDING OUTCOME SUMMARY SETTLEMENT ISSUED IN THE AMOUNT OF 75000


DOLLARS NO ADDITIONAL ACTIONS TAKEN
G VESSEL DESCRIPTION


VESSEL NAME MISS SONIA DOC NR 656560


CLASS FISHING VESSEL


TYPE FISH CATCHING VESSEL


SUBTYPE GENERAL


HOME PORTPALACIOS TX
FLAG US
LENGTH 743 FT


H CATCH BREAKDOWN APPROX 3000 LBS BROWN GULF SHRIMP
I OS WX WINDS26112KTSSEAS 140T1KTS VIS 5NM
J POB INFO


1 PIC TORRESHECTOR DOB SSN
2 CREW TORRES JUAM MICHEAL DOB TX DL
3 CREW LAMAS JESSES JR DOB TX DL
KMANAGING OWNER CRAIG A WALLIS 889 CR 305
PO BOX 540 PALACIOS TX 77465


L VIOLATIONS GULF OF MEXICO SHRIMP SYSTEM FISHERIES
SUBSYSTEM GEAR


COMPONENT BRD BYCATCH REDUCTION DEVICE VIOLATION
2 ACTION TAKEN


A 280205Z BOARDING TEAM EMBARKED FV MISS SONIA IN POSN
2822142N 09206881W


B 280210Z COMMENCED HAULBACK


C 280225Z CFVSR INSPECTION COMPLETE WITH 0 VIOLATIONS


D 280330Z FISHERIES INSPECTION COMPLETE WITH 01 FISHERIES


VIOLATION FOR 01 SEWN UP BY CATCH REDUCTION DEVICE


E 280447Z BOARDING COMPLETE BOARDING TEAM DISEMBARKED
3 FUTURE PLANS CASE PACKAGE TO FOLLOW MISLE ACTIVITY NR 3937165


4 POCFS2 KEVIN FRAZIER 337 898 8660 KEVINAFRAZIERATUSCGMIL
BT


6151


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov















Office 727 824 5386
Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message







From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Fwd Re FV MISS SONIA sewn up TED
Date Thursday February 17 2011 124204 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


ouch


Original Message
Subject Re FV MISS SONIA sewn up TED
Date Thu 17 Feb 2011 114919 0500
From DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
References 4D5D40988080805@noaagov


Mike


Although I appreciate the enthusiasm and agree that if this were a TED
violation it would not be a SS Ive got to give credence to what the LE
folks in the field report If they say it was a BRD I dont really
have the time or the inclination to second guess that


Happy to discuss in person or on phone


Duane


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi guys
I am wondering if you noted this USCG action report Is there any way
we can follow up on this to make sure they are definitely talking
about a BRD and not a TED Because if they are talking about a
sewn up TED that should obviously and definitely not be a summary
settlement


Thanks


Cheers
Mike


Subject
LE SITREP MISS SONIA US 1 SITUATION A PERIOD 280139ZJAN11
280447ZJAN11 B NOTIFICATION 280139Z JAN 11 USCGC PELICAN COLD HIT
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Fri 04 Feb 2011 151022 0500


CC


tcccableverification@maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA6151 0351716 UUUU RUCPDC


ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA1868 0352005


R 041716Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET035237974







FM USCGC PELICAN


TO ZENCOMCOGARD SECTOR NEW ORLEANS LA SRSRESCC
ZENCOMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG 531
ZEN CCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDPI
INFO ZENCOGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZENCOMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA LANT 3RLANT30LANT03
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC ENF
ZEN COGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
BT


UNCLAS N16240
SUBJ LE SITREP MISS SONIA US
1 SITUATION


A PERIOD 280139ZJAN11 280447ZJAN11


B NOTIFICATION 280139Z JAN 11 USCGC PELICAN COLD HIT


C CURRENT STATUS CASE CLOSED ISSUED EARSS
D ACTIVITY NUMBER 3937165 MISSION DOMESTIC FISHERIES LAW


ENFORCEMENT


E NARRATIVE PELICAN BOARDED FV MISS SONIA 70 NM SOUTH OF FRESH
WATER BAYOU LA BO DISCOVERED THE STARBOARD NET NUMBER 2 BY CATCH
REDUCTION DEVICE COMPLETELY SEWN SHUT MASTER WAS ISSUED A SUMMARY


SETTLEMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF 75000 DOLLARS BOARDING OFFICER ALLOWED


THE MASTER TO CUT THE BY CATCH REDUCTION DEVICE OPEN UNDER


SUPERVISION IN ORDER TO CONTINUE FISHING ONCE ALL VIOLATIONS HAD
BEEN NOTED


F BOARDING DETAILS


LATLONG 2822142N 09606881W
ENCOUNTER TYPE COLD HIT
OBSERVED VESSEL ACTIVITY ENGAGED IN FISHING


LAST PORT PALACIOS TX 01152011
NEXT PORT PALACIOS TX 02272011
BOARDING OUTCOME SUMMARY SETTLEMENT ISSUED IN THE AMOUNT OF 75000


DOLLARS NO ADDITIONAL ACTIONS TAKEN
G VESSEL DESCRIPTION


VESSEL NAME MISS SONIA DOC NR 656560


CLASS FISHING VESSEL
TYPE FISH CATCHING VESSEL


SUBTYPE GENERAL


HOME PORTPALACIOS TX
FLAG US


LENGTH 743 FT


H CATCH BREAKDOWN APPROX 3000 LBS BROWN GULF SHRIMP
I OS WX WINDS26112KTSSEAS 140T1KTS VIS 5NM
J POB INFO


1 PIC TORRESHECTOR DOB SSN
2 CREW TORRES JUAM MICHEAL DOB TX DL
3 CREW LAMAS JESSES JR DOB TX DL
KMANAGING OWNER CRAIG A WALLIS 889 CR 305


PO BOX 540 PALACIOS TX 77465


L VIOLATIONS GULF OF MEXICO SHRIMP SYSTEM FISHERIES
SUBSYSTEM GEAR


COMPONENT BRD BYCATCH REDUCTION DEVICE VIOLATION
2 ACTION TAKEN


A 280205Z BOARDING TEAM EMBARKED FV MISS SONIA IN POSN
2822142N 09206881W


B 280210Z COMMENCED HAULBACK


C 280225Z CFVSR INSPECTION COMPLETE WITH 0 VIOLATIONS


D 280330Z FISHERIES INSPECTION COMPLETE WITH 01 FISHERIES


VIOLATION FOR 01 SEWN UP BY CATCH REDUCTION DEVICE


E 280447Z BOARDING COMPLETE BOARDING TEAM DISEMBARKED
3 FUTURE PLANS CASE PACKAGE TO FOLLOW MISLE ACTIVITY NR 3937165















4 POCFS2 KEVIN FRAZIER 337 898 8660 KEVINAFRAZIERATUSCGMIL
BT


6151


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message
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From Michael Barnette


To Colleen Cooaan


Cc Dennis Klemm Robert Hoffman Ellen Keane Alexis Gutierrez Jennifer Lee


Subject Re Shrimp bycatch analyses
Date Thursday February 17 2011 125438 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Colleen


This is basically where it stands now AFAIK I have pitched this issue
to the SEFSC Epperly Sasso Mitchell etc and have yet to get any
response other than the below E mail chain starts at the bottom We
SER ultimately may have to proceed on our own without any evaluation
or beneficial input from SEFSC
So we may have to proceed not only without any recent catch rate data
ie potential some species more abundant we also dont have any
accurate information on real world TED effectiveness other than ideal
performance This is likely going to get messy
I am going to try and strike up a discussion and brainstorm on this
issue with Sheryan at the symposium if I go
Mike


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates
considerations for the biological opinion
Date Thu 06 Jan 2011 095321 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov
CC Chris Sasso ChrisSasso@noaagov Lesley Stokes
LESLEYSTOKES@NOAAGOV
References 4D24D3A34070100@noaagov 4D25B3202010003@noaagov
4D25D1194060708@noaagov 4D25D5E03030003@noaagov


They are internal NOAA but the issue will be discussed at length in
the opinion


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Thanks Mike Are those reports public and will they be acknowledged
in the new BiOp


On 1611 926 AM Michael Barnette wrote
We made that same assumption a couple of years ago when the Mexico
decertification went down But during that exercise we realized
things were amiss We could not get copies of TED inspection reports
or any information to reveal compliance levels within the domestic
fishery As a result over the past year we have been conducting our
own compliance evaluations via courtesy inspections The findings
have been very sobering and indicate significant compliance issues
within the domestic fleet some places are worse than others We
have produced reports and tried to elevate this issue with OLE and
subsequently with NOAA leadership We have been told by OLE that
they do not have the resources to address the TED issues Its not a
good situation As a result I am wagering that the Atlantic







Strategy process will grind to a halt Like I said not a good
situation


Anyway just wanted to loop you guys in on these issues and give you
a headsup on some discussions going on here
Cheers
Mike


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Mike we dont have access to enforcement information and only can
assume that compliance is high and that the TEDs are functioning
properly If SERO has relevant information for each of the strata
in our analysis region zone season species depth you can
manipulate the spreadsheet that we sent to modify the 3 value we
used to estimate captures from the number of interactions The
interactions estiamtes are based on naked net CPUE data from the


late 1990s foundation study and on effort reported in 2009


You are correct that the catch rate data have not changed since the
last analysis The observer data collected to date on the mandatory
observer trips are insufficient to estimate species CPUE catch
only not interactions by the sampling strata year subarea
season depth


On 1511 325 PM Michael Barnette wrote
FWIW I wanted to loop you in on some issues If you are
interested I can forward other related emails and the past reports
from our domestic TED inspections
Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates
considerations for the biological opinion
Date Wed 05 Jan 2011 132721 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Jennifer Lee JenniferLee@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhartnoaagovRobert Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov


Looking at the past and most recent sea turtle bycatch estimates


2002 BIOLOGICAL OPINION


SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens 18757 514


Loggerheads 163160 3948
Kemps ridleys 155503 4208
Hawksbills NA 640


Leatherbacks 3090 80


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens NA NA
Loggerheads 61299 1451
Kemps ridleys NA NA
Hawksbills NA NA







Leatherbacks 1001 36


The most recent estimates like the 2002 ITS were based on 97
percent TED effectiveness rate This rate is based on a properly
installed and properly maintained TED ie even a perfect TED
may result in turtle capture Due to the recent evaluations of TED
compliance in the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic the 97 percent
exclusion rate ie perfect TEDs should be reconsidered for
use in calculating current capture and mortality estimates
Significant TED compliance issues have been documented in the
shrimp fishery which should be considered and incorporated when
determining capturemortality estimates for sea turtles
At this time I dont think its possible to quantify the effect of
a steep angle or insufficient escape opening on sea turtle
escapement although it is clear these issues would have a negative
effect Further captures due to steep angles are likely not
documented as for example a small turtle could become impinged
on a steep TED grid during the haul and expire but then
possiblylikely fall out of the escape opening during net haul back
I recommend we adjust the 3 percent capture rate based on complete
compliance to more accurately capture real world conditions as
documented in recent TED compliance evaluations In doing so
however the 2010 mortality estimates very quickly approach and
possibly exceed the 2002 ITS estimates For example reducing the
TED effectiveness rate by a modest 3 percent to 94 percent doubles
the sea turtle mortality rate in the shrimp fishery Ratcheting the
estimate down to a still likely conservative 90 percent
effectiveness more than triples the mortality estimates see below


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 6 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 2902
Leatherbacks 1001 72


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 10 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 4837
Leatherbacks 1001 120


It should also be pointed out that the December 22 2010 memo
estimates use recent fishery effort levels but still relies on
CPUE from Epperly et al 2002 This 2002 report utilizes data
from the 1990s and does not take into consideration potential
increased abundance of sea turtles As a result this could
potentially depress the number of total estimated interactions
and subsequently depress the number of expected mortalities
Therefore the conclusion that the reduction of shrimp fishery
effort would result in take estimates under the 2002 ITS is


potentially not accurate
Something to mull over
Cheers
Mike


Colleen Coogan wrote
Mike


When we spoke last week we discussed the possibility of you
forwarding some of your correspondence about bycatch estimates in the







shrimp fishery including the estimates for species other than Cc and
Dc and your plans for evaluating compliance and the resultant impact
on your bycatch estimates Is there anything you can send me now to
help me put shrimp bycatch in context in the cumulative impacts
section of the DEIS And can I get an idea of your time line When
youll have something more quantitative re compliance rates and when
you are hoping to complete your shrimp fishery BO
Id appreciate anything you can get me thanks


C







beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard


file ClDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertMichael Barnette 201vcf1528201141532 PM







From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re Shrimp bycatch analyses
Date Thursday February 17 2011 12524 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


When I first discussed this with John he agreed there were issues based
on the degree of TEDissue severity increase in angle decrease in
escape opening size which likely also varies between turtle size
classes But that was about it and I have not seen any other
discussions or actual estimates being thrown out
I need to follow up with him on this


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike
Whats John Mitchellstake on this When I talked to him about


this he thought Pgoula could give estimates of escapement rates at 60
65 70 degree angles He also said he would talk to Sherry I am not
sure if this has occurred but like to think so as that conversation
was likely over a month ago I get a sense that SEC Miami is just
going to let you guys try to figure this out Cheers A


On2172011 1254 PM Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Colleen


This is basically where it stands now AFAIK I have pitched this
issue to the SEFSC Epperly Sasso Mitchell etc and have yet to
get any response other than the below Email chain starts at the
bottom We SER ultimately may have to proceed on our own without
any evaluation or beneficial input from SEFSC
So we may have to proceed not only without any recent catch rate
data ie potential some species more abundant we also dont have
any accurate information on real world TED effectiveness other than
ideal performance This is likely going to get messy
I am going to try and strike up a discussion and brainstorm on this
issue with Sheryan at the symposium if I go
Mike


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates
considerations for the biological opinion
Date Thu 06 Jan 2011 095321 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOM
To Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov
CC Chris Sasso ChrisSassonoaagovLesley Stokes
LESLEYSTOKES@NOAAGOV
References 4D24D3A34070100@noaagov 4D25B3202010003@noaagov
4D25D1194060708@noaagov 4D25D5E03030003@noaagov


They are internal NOAA but the issue will be discussed at length in
the opinion


Sheryan Epperly wrote







Thanks Mike Are those reports public and will they be
acknowledged in the new BiOp


On 1611 926 AM Michael Barnette wrote
We made that same assumption a couple of years ago when the Mexico
decertification went down But during that exercise we realized
things were amiss We could not get copies of TED inspection
reports or any information to reveal compliance levels within the
domestic fishery As a result over the past year we have been
conducting our own compliance evaluations via courtesy
inspections The findings have been very sobering and indicate
significant compliance issues within the domestic fleet some
places are worse than others We have produced reports and tried
to elevate this issue with OLE and subsequently with NOAA
leadership We have been told by OLE that they do not have the
resources to address the TED issues Its not a good situation
As a result I am wagering that the Atlantic Strategy process will
grind to a halt Like I said not a good situation
Anyway just wanted to loop you guys in on these issues and give
you a headsup on some discussions going on here
Cheers
Mike


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Mike we dont have access to enforcement information and only can
assume that compliance is high and that the TEDs are functioning
properly If SERO has relevant information for each of the strata
in our analysis region zone season species depth you can
manipulate the spreadsheet that we sent to modify the 3 value we
used to estimate captures from the number of interactions The
interactions estiamtes are based on naked net CPUE data from the


late 1990s foundation study and on effort reported in 2009


You are correct that the catch rate data have not changed since
the last analysis The observer data collected to date on the
mandatory observer trips are insufficient to estimate species
CPUE catch only not interactions by the sampling strata year
subarea season depth


On 1511 325 PM Michael Barnette wrote
FWIW I wanted to loop you in on some issues If you are
interested I can forward other related emails and the past
reports from our domestic TED inspections
Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject December 22 2010 turtle bycatch estimates
considerations for the biological opinion
Date Wed 05 Jan 2011 132721 0500
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Jennifer Lee JenniferLee@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert


Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis Klemm


DennisKlemmnoaagovJohn Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov







Looking at the past and most recent sea turtle bycatch estimates


2002 BIOLOGICAL OPINION


SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens 18757 514


Loggerheads 163160 3948
Kemps ridleys 155503 4208
Hawksbills NA 640


Leatherbacks 3090 80


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Greens NA NA
Loggerheads 61299 1451
Kemps ridleys NA NA
Hawksbills NA NA
Leatherbacks 1001 36


The most recent estimates like the 2002 ITS were based on 97
percent TED effectiveness rate This rate is based on a properly
installed and properly maintained TED ie even a perfect TED
may result in turtle capture Due to the recent evaluations of
TED compliance in the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic the 97
percent exclusion rate ie perfect TEDs should be
reconsidered for use in calculating current capture and mortality
estimates Significant TED compliance issues have been documented
in the shrimp fishery which should be considered and
incorporated when determining capturemortality estimates for sea
turtles


At this time I dont think its possible to quantify the effect
of a steep angle or insufficient escape opening on sea turtle
escapement although it is clear these issues would have a
negative effect Further captures due to steep angles are likely
not documented as for example a small turtle could become
impinged on a steep TED grid during the haul and expire but then
possiblylikely fall out of the escape opening during net haul back
I recommend we adjust the 3 percent capture rate based on
complete compliance to more accurately capture real world
conditions as documented in recent TED compliance evaluations
In doing so however the 2010 mortality estimates very quickly
approach and possibly exceed the 2002 ITS estimates For
example reducing the TED effectiveness rate by a modest 3
percent to 94 percent doubles the sea turtle mortality rate in
the shrimp fishery Ratcheting the estimate down to a still
likely conservative 90 percent effectiveness more than triples
the mortality estimates see below


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 6 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 2902
Leatherbacks 1001 72


DECEMBER 22 2010 ESTIMATES ADJUSTED TO 10 PERCENT CAPTURE RATE
SPECIES INTERACTIONS MORTALITIES


Loggerheads 61299 4837
Leatherbacks 1001 120


It should also be pointed out that the December 22 2010 memo
estimates use recent fishery effort levels but still relies on







CPUE from Epperly et al 2002 This 2002 report utilizes data
from the 1990s and does not take into consideration potential
increased abundance of sea turtles As a result this could
potentially depress the number of total estimated interactions
and subsequently depress the number of expected mortalities
Therefore the conclusion that the reduction of shrimp fishery
effort would result in take estimates under the 2002 ITS is


potentially not accurate
Something to mull over
Cheers
Mike


Colleen Coogan wrote
Mike


When we spoke last week we discussed the possibility of you
forwarding some of your correspondence about bycatch estimates in
the shrimp fishery including the estimates for species other than
Cc and Dc and your plans for evaluating compliance and the
resultant impact on your bycatch estimates Is there anything you
can send me now to help me put shrimp bycatch in context in the
cumulative impacts section of the DEIS And can I get an idea of
your time line When youll have something more quantitative re
compliance rates and when you are hoping to complete your shrimp
fishery BO
Id appreciate anything you can get me thanks


C
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re Fwd Re FV MISS SONIA sewn up TED
Date Thursday February 17 2011 12725 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Me either I kind of see his point but with everything we know thats
going on that seemed to be kind of an overly stern response


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Wow Wasntexpecting that kind of response


On2172011 1242 PM Michael Barnette wrote
ouch


Original Message
Subject Re FV MISS SONIA sewn up TED
Date Thu 17 Feb 2011 114919 0500
From DuaneSmith DuaneSmith@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
References 4D5D40988080805noaagov


Mike


Although I appreciate the enthusiasm and agree that if this were a
TED violation it would not be a SS Ive got to give credence to what
the LE folks in the field report If they say it was a BRD I dont
really have the time or the inclination to second guess that
Happy to discuss in person or on phone


Duane


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi guys
I am wondering if you noted this USCG action report Is there any
way we can follow up on this to make sure they are definitely
talking about a BRD and not a TED Because if they are talking
about a sewn up TED that should obviously and definitely not be a
summary settlement
Thanks


Cheers
Mike


Subject
LE SITREP MISS SONIA US 1 SITUATION A PERIOD 280139ZJAN11
280447ZJAN11 B NOTIFICATION 280139Z JAN 11 USCGC PELICAN COLD HIT
From


TCC Cable Admin CMPSProfiles@maildocgov
Date


Fri 04 Feb 2011 151022 0500


CC







tcccableverification @maildocgov


RATUZYUW RUCOWCA6151 0351716 UUUU RUCPDC
ZNR UUUUU ZUI RUCOMCA1868 0352005


R 041716Z FEB 11 ZUI ASNAET035237974


FM USCGC PELICAN


TO ZEN COMCOGARD SECTOR NEW ORLEANS LA SRSRESCC
ZEN COMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC CG 531
ZEN CCGDEIGHT NEW ORLEANS LA DREDPI
INFO ZEN COGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC
ZEN COMLANTAREA COGARD PORTSMOUTH VA LANT 3RLANT30LANT03
RUCPDCNOAA NMFS WASHINGTON DC ENF
ZEN COGARD REGFISHTRACEN GULF NEW ORLEANS LA
BT


UNCLAS N16240
SUBJ LE SITREP MISS SONIA US
1 SITUATION


A PERIOD 280139ZJAN11 280447ZJAN11


B NOTIFICATION 280139Z JAN 11 USCGC PELICAN COLD HIT


C CURRENT STATUS CASE CLOSED ISSUED EARSS
D ACTIVITY NUMBER 3937165 MISSION DOMESTIC FISHERIES LAW


ENFORCEMENT


E NARRATIVE PELICAN BOARDED FV MISS SONIA 70 NM SOUTH OF FRESH
WATER BAYOU LA BO DISCOVERED THE STARBOARD NET NUMBER 2 BY CATCH
REDUCTION DEVICE COMPLETELY SEWN SHUT MASTER WAS ISSUED A SUMMARY


SETTLEMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF 75000 DOLLARS BOARDING OFFICER ALLOWED


THE MASTER TO CUT THE BY CATCH REDUCTION DEVICE OPEN UNDER


SUPERVISION IN ORDER TO CONTINUE FISHING ONCE ALL VIOLATIONS HAD
BEEN NOTED


F BOARDING DETAILS


LATLONG 2822142N 09606881W
ENCOUNTER TYPE COLD HIT


OBSERVED VESSEL ACTIVITY ENGAGED IN FISHING


LAST PORT PALACIOS TX 01152011
NEXT PORT PALACIOS TX 02272011
BOARDING OUTCOME SUMMARY SETTLEMENT ISSUED IN THE AMOUNT OF 75000


DOLLARS NO ADDITIONAL ACTIONS TAKEN
G VESSEL DESCRIPTION


VESSEL NAME MISS SONIA DOC NR 656560


CLASS FISHING VESSEL


TYPE FISH CATCHING VESSEL


SUBTYPE GENERAL


HOME PORTPALACIOS TX
FLAG US


LENGTH 743 FT


H CATCH BREAKDOWN APPROX 3000 LBS BROWN GULF SHRIMP
I OS WX WINDS26112KTSSEAS 140T1KTS VIS 5NM
J POB INFO


1 PIC TORRESHECTOR DOB SSN
2 CREW TORRES JUAM MICHEAL DOB TX DL
3 CREW LAMAS JESSES JR DOB TX DL
KMANAGING OWNER CRAIG A WALLIS 889 CR 305


PO BOX 540 PALACIOS TX 77465


L VIOLATIONS GULF OF MEXICO SHRIMP SYSTEM FISHERIES
SUBSYSTEM GEAR


COMPONENT BRD BYCATCH REDUCTION DEVICE VIOLATION
2 ACTION TAKEN


A 280205Z BOARDING TEAM EMBARKED FV MISS SONIA IN POSN
2822142N 09206881W















B 280210Z COMMENCED HAULBACK
C 280225Z CFVSR INSPECTION COMPLETE WITH 0 VIOLATIONS


D 280330Z FISHERIES INSPECTION COMPLETE WITH 01 FISHERIES


VIOLATION FOR 01 SEWN UP BY CATCH REDUCTION DEVICE
E 280447Z BOARDING COMPLETE BOARDING TEAM DISEMBARKED
3 FUTURE PLANS CASE PACKAGE TO FOLLOW MISLE ACTIVITY NR 3937165


4 POCFS2 KEVIN FRAZIER 337 898 8660 KEVINAFRAZIERATUSCGMIL


BT


6151
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From John Mitchell


To Alexis Gutierrez BArnette Michael Barnette


Subject Texas TED boarding
Date Thursday February 17 201154533 PM


Dale just informed me that TPW just seized 2300 lbs of shrimp from a
Galveston boat and is making a case on excessive angles for 4 TEDs
Measurements were 65 65 66 75 degrees respectively They made a
similar case in early December for excessive angles and tight openings
Dale tells me that Lt Fred Ruiz of TPW is a man possessed with getting
TEDs right in Texas If they keep this up I would bet good money that
you wont find an illegal TED in Texas by the season opening in July
JM







From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Fwd Fwd NEW FOIA REQUEST 2011 00238 MILLWARD ANIMAL WELFARE INSTITUTE SER PRD
ASSISTANCE NEEDED


Date Wednesday February 23 2011 101345 AM
Attachments NEW FOIA REQUEST 2011 00238 MILLWARD ANIMAL WELFARE INSTITUTE Seml 243 MBmsa


Michael Barnettevcf


Have you seen this FOIA request


Original Message
Subject Fwd NEW FOIA REQUEST 201100238 MILLWARD ANIMAL WELFARE
INSTITUTE SER PRD ASSISTANCE NEEDED
Date Tue 22 Feb 2011 130358 0500
From Teletha Mincey TelethaMincey@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagov
CC Beverly Smith BeverlySmith@noaagov


Hello Mike
This is a headsup Ms Smith will be contacting you Thanks


Teletha Mincey
Program Analyst
NOAA Fisheries


Southeast Region
263 13th Ave S


St Petersburg FL 33701 5505
727 551 5772 Direct Line


727 824 5309 Fax







From Beverly Smith


To Teletha Mincev


Cc David Bernhart


Subject NEW FOIA REQUEST 2011 00238 MILLWARD ANIMAL WELFARE INSTITUTE SER PRD ASSISTANCE
NEEDED


Date Tuesday February 22 2011 123730 PM
Attachments 201100238 Ack Ltr Initial Reauestndf


Beverly Smithvcf


Importance High


Teletha


Please find attached your file copy of the above captioned FOIA request from Ms
Millward The request is more fully set forth below The request has also be
provided to SEC and to OPR for input Ill also ask FOIA HQ to forward the request
to OLE for input too


Except for the 2nd paragraph please note that the request is similar to 201000503
Phipps because Ms Millward seeks similar information regarding the increased take
of sea turtles on or about the time of the DWH oil spill and Louisiana shrimpers and
I would like to provide Ms Millward with the documents in 2010 00503 But before
I do that I would like to speak with Mike Barnette about the scope because he
assisted me with the Phipps request Therefore can I please contact Mike about the
scope of Ms Millwards request


Please let me know at your earliest convenience


Thank you
Beverly
Attachment


The beginning date for records search for each request is different and I would like
to ask Ms Millward to narrow her scope dates to the same as Phipps 1 year


Fora 2011 00238


SUBJECT


Request all records from January 1 2004 to the present discussing mentioning or referencing
the terms turtle excluder device turtle excluder devices or TEDs with respect to
commercial or recreational shrimp boats in Louisiana waters


This request includes but is not limited to


all records regarding Louisianaspolicy of non enforcement of NMFS TED regulation
in Louisiana waters
all records indicating any documented take of sea turtles or anticipated take of sea
turtles due to the lack of TED usage in Louisiana waters
all records discussing federal enforcement efforts against shrimpers failing to use TEDs
in Louisiana waters
all records related to 2010 House Bill 1334 which sought to require TED usage in
Louisiana waters and
all sea turtle necropsy data including causes of death throughout the Gulf of Mexico







since July 29 2010


Also request all records comparing andor contrasting various Gulf States and their respective
number of sea turtle deaths in State waters TED enforcement data in respective States and
other pertinent information related to sea turtle impacts and TED usage as those numbers
vary from State to State


REQUESTER Ms Susan Millward Executive Director @ Animal Welfare Institute
For any questions contact Serda Ozbenian @ 202 4462144
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
o


National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATPONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE


ATEB of Silver Spring MD 20910


Ms Susan Millward Executive Director FEB Q 9 an
ANIMAL WELFARE INSTITUTE
900 Pennsylvania Avenue SE
Washington DC 20003


Dear Ms Millward


This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your Freedom of Information Act FOIA request You
requested all records from January 1 2004 to the present discussing mentioning or referencing
the terms turtle excluder device turtle excluder devices or TEDs with respect to
commercial or recreational shrimp boats in Louisiana waters This request includes but is not
limited to


All records regarding Louisianaspolicy of non enforcement ofNMFS TED regulation in
Louisiana waters


All records indicating any documented take of sea turtles or anticipated take of sea
turtles due to the lack of TED usage in Louisiana waters
All records discussing federal enforcement efforts against shrimpers failing to use TEDs
in Louisiana waters


All records related to 2010 House Bill 1334 which sought to require TED usage in
Louisiana waters and all sea turtle necropsy data including causesof death throughout
the Gulf of Mexico since July 29 2010


You also request all records comparing andor contrasting various Gulf States and their
respective number of sea turtle deaths in State waters TED enforcement data in respective
States and other pertinent information related to sea turtle impacts and TED usage as those
numbers vary from State to State


Furthermore you asked that all fees associated with the processing of this request be waived
This will be taken into consideration


Your request was received in our office on February 8 2011 For tracking purposes we have
assigned your request NOAA FOIA No 2011 00238


If you have any questions regarding your request please contact me at 301 713 1364


Sincerely


Michael E Justen


NMFS FOIA Liaison Officer


xrbos


fl fR
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FORM CD 244


US DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 1 DOCFOI facilityREV 789
DAD zos a


FOIA REQUEST AND ACTION RECORD
Pursuant to 5 USC 552 and 15 CFR 4 2 Request No


2011 00238
3 Name address phone of requester


4 Description of records requested
Ms Susan Millward Executive Director


Request all records from January 1 2004 to the presentAnimal Welfare Institute
discussing mentioning or referencing the terms turtle900 Pennsylvania Avenue SE
excluder device turtle excluder devices orTEDsWashington DC 20003
with respect to commercial or recreational shrimp boats2023372332
in Louisiana waters


questions call Serda Ozbenian @ 2024462144 FEE WAIVER REQUESTED
5 Request I Date


TimeBReceived
282011 I y


a NMFS Mike Justen


Ier
b 6


request returned or requester contacted to clarify or for other reason Explain on reverse side of White Copy
7 Request I Date I Time Byfulfilled


by facility


8 ACTION ASSIGNED TO SER Beverly Smith Date 292011
9 Due Date By law 10 Comments or Instructions


I this request must
a coPlease providebe answered no p copy of the response letter and completed CD 244 to NMFS HQ FOIA Office via


later than


fax email If more than 20 days are needed to process the request contact requester directly392011 notify NMFS HQ FOIA w due date


111 Received f Date Time BIn Action V
Office


12 Fee Provisions
13 Tolling of time Provisions see49d


a Without further notice requester agrees to pay a estimated fee exceeds authorizationfull amount or up to
b estimated fee exceeds 250 and lacks ib Fees reduced or waived and by whom attach explanation 49b authorizationl applies
c requester delinquent in past payments


c Notification of fees sent to requester on
1920


d Payment of received on


I


14 Initial Determination Summarize per subparagraph704d3 DAD 205 14 attach another sheet if necessary 46 applies


I
Ifr


14a Clearance Officials


Name


Office Title


Date


15 Collectible Cost per Fee Schedule 49b l
16 Non collectible Costs


Estimated Actual


Search fee


Copying fee
Review


Total Collectible


17 Action I Signature Position title 1 DateOffice


White Copy To be returned to FOI Facility Yellow Copy To be retained by Action Office Pink Copy To be retained in FOl Facility







DATE
February 9 2011


MEMORANDUM FOR
Beverly Smith SER FOIA Coordinator


FROM
Michael E Justen NMFS FOIA Officer


SUBJECT
FOIA 2011 00238


Requester Ms Susan Millward Executive Director
Company Animal Welfare Institute


Re all records from January 1 2004 to the present discussing
mentioning or referencing the terms turtle excluder device turtle
excluder devices or TEDs with respect to commercial or
recreational shrimp boats in Louisiana waters


I am forwarding a copy of the attached FOIA request for your immediate attention Please produce two sets of
photo copies retain your original of all documents that may be responsive to the request This would include in
addition to final documents drafts notes informal records and electronic records You must search every place
that could reasonably be expected to have responsive documents


Please make sure that you identify any documents or portions of documents that originated with another office
agency or bureau that need to be referred for disclosure determinations


One set of copies not original documents should be produced without annotation On the second set please
identify whether you believe the documents or any portion of the documents should be withheld from disclosure
because it is not an agency record outside the scope of the request privileged confidential an invasion of
personal privacy or for any other legitimate reason recognized by FOIA You must include the FOIA exemption
next to any information you identify as protected from disclosure The office that originated a document must
make disclosure determinations for that document


The cutoff date for the search is282011 In order to meet this requirement you must begin the search
immediately on this date If you cannot begin your search on this date please contact your FOIA National
Coordinator Documents created after this date are not responsive to the request If the search is delayed for
any reason please notify your FOIA National Coordinator immediately but no later than 24 hours from the date
listed


In order to be responsive to this request in a timely manner please respond to the requester by COB on
392011 and return a copy of the response letter completed Form CD244 to the NOAA Fisheries FOIA


Office SSMC3Room 14238 If more than 20 business days are needed please contact the requester directly and
inform us of the new due date If you have any questions you may contact Michael E Justen NOAA Fisheries FOIA
Office on 301 713 1364 x147 or mikejusten@noaagov


Please fill out the form listed below and maintain as a part of your administrative record If you are providing
input to an office that is serving as the Lead Office for responding to this FOIA request please complete and
submit this form along with the responsive records to the office that is serving as the Lead FOIA Office


When providing your response please attach written documentation of
1 Which offices originated the documents
2 Who made disclosure determinations showing that the originating office is the office that made


the disclosure determinations







FOIA 2011 00238


Requester Ms Susan Millward Executive Director
Company Animal Welfare Institute


Re all records from January 1 2004 to the present discussing mentioning or referencing the terms turtle excluder
device turtle excluder devices or TEDs with respect to commercial or recreational shrimp boats in Louisiana
waters


THIS RESPONSE MUST BE SIGNED BY A SENIOR OFFICIAL IN YOUR OFFICE If you have any questions about the
scope of this request or the FOIA exemptions please contact the Lead FOIA Office for responding to this FOIA
request Only the Lead FOIA Office will communicate with the requester


Please sign this sheet of paper and check all of the appropriate boxes


My office CLOSED this request DUE TO NON PAYMENT OF FEES


My office copied for our files and transmitted all responsive documents within its possession that are
releasable in their entirety


My office copied noted the exemption and held all responsive documents within its possession which we
found reason to partially withhold


My office copied noted the exemption and held all responsive documents within its possession which we
found reason to withhold entirely


My office copied and referred all responsive documents within it possession of my office to the originating
office bureau or federal agency for disclosure determinations


My office conducted a record search and did not find any responsive documents


The NOAA Fisheries Office that originated or has control of the documents made all disclosure
determinations


My office 1 completed a foreseeable harm review and analysis for all withheld documents and portions
of documents and 2 determined that disclosure of the withheld material will result in harm to an interest
protected by the asserted exemption or that disclosure is prohibited by law Name of persons most
knowledgeable with the issue of foreseeable harm


Program Manager


interim response Final response


Signature Senior Official Date


Attachments


Copy of FOIA request
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Animal Welfare Institute
i goo Pennsylvani SE Washington DC 20003 Wwwawionlineorl4


telephone 202 3372332 facsimile 202 446 2131


February 4 2011


NMFS Headquarters FOIA Office
Attn Michael E Justen NMFS FOIA Officer
1315 EastWest Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910


By hard copy and email tomikejusten@noaagov


Dear Mr Justen


I hereby request under the Freedom of Information Act 5 USC 552 on behalf of the Animal Welfare


Institute all records ie documents memos reports letters emails interoffice communications from January
1 2004 to the present through the date that your search for records begins discussing mentioning or referencing
the terms turtle excluder device turtle excluder devices or TEDs with respect to commercial or
recreational shrimp boats in Louisiana waters This request includes but is not limited to


All records regarding Louisianaspolicy of non enforcement of NMFSsTED regulation in
Louisiana waters


All records indicating any documented take of sea turtles or anticipated take of sea turtles due to the lack
of TED usage in Louisiana waters


All records discussing federal enforcement efforts against shrimpers failing to use TEDs in Louisiana
waters


All records related to 2010 House Bill 1334 which sought to require TED usage in Louisiana waters
All sea turtle necropsy data including causesof death throughout the Gulf of Mexico since July 29
2010


We also request all records comparing andor contrasting various Gulf States and their respective number of sea
turtle deaths in State waters TED enforcement data in respective States and other pertinent information related to
sea turtle impacts and TED usage as those numbers vary from State to State


We request that fees be waived for duplication or other costs associated with answering this request because we
are an educational organization with 501c3status Disclosure of this information is in the public interest and is
likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations of the government and is not in the
commercial interest of the publisher 5 USC Sec 552a4iii as amended


I look forward to your response within twenty working days as required by the Act Please call Serda Ozbenian at
202 4462144 if you have any questions or are in need of further information


Thank you very much for your assistance with this request


Sincerely


tbij
Susan Millward


Executive Diiector


Conunenioratiiig 60 ears of work to alleviate animal suffering







Fwd Fwd AWI FO1A request turtle excluder devices


Subject Fwd Fwd AWI FOIA request turtle excluder devices
From Mike Justen MikeJusten@noaagov
Date Mon 07 Feb 2011 170452 0500
To Jean Carter JohnsonJeanCarterJohnson@noaagov MarieHMarks
MarieHMarks@noaagov


CC Michael Justen EJD MikeJusten@noaagov NMFS FOIA1 NMFSFOIA 1 isnoaagov
Please control as a FOIA


Mike


Original Message
SubjectFwd AWI FOIA request turtle excluder devices


DateFri 04 Feb 2011 140833 0500
FromMike Justen MikeJustencrnoaagov


To Jean Carter Johnson JeanCarterJohnson@noaagov MarieHMarks
MarieHMarksnnoaagov


CCMichael Justen EJD MikeJustenanoaagov


Please control as a FOIA


Mike


Original Message
SubjectAWI FOIA request turtle excluder devices


DateFri 04 Feb 2011 135331 0500


FromSerda Ozbenian serdaaawionlineorg
Tomikejusten renoaagovMikeJustennoaagov


Dear Mr Justen


Please find attached a FOIA request from the Animal Welfare Institute for records pertaining to turtle excluder
devices


Sincerely


SERDA OZBEN IAN


Wildlife Research Associate


Animal Welfare Institute
900 Pennsylvania Ave SE
Washington DC 20003
Tel 202 4462144 Fax 202 446213 I


The Animal Welfare Institute has been working to alleviate the suffering inflicted on animals by humans since 1951 Please
join us in our work to protect animals visit our webslie tofind out more and to sign upfor4WIetlleris
www ensionline orjr


P Please consider the animals and their habitat before printing


I of 2
292011 848 AM







Fwd Fwd AWl FOIA request turtle excluder devices


Michael E Justen MikeJustencnoaagov
National FOIA Coordinator


NOAA Fisheries


ContentType applicationvndopenxmlformats officedocumfFOIA NMFSTEDs 2 201 docx
Content Encoding base64


2 of 2
292011 848 AM







RE Fwd Fwd AWI FOIA request turtle excluder devices


Subject RE Fwd Fwd AWI FOIA request turtle excluder devices
From Marie H Marks MarieHMarksanoaagov
Date Tue 08 Feb 2011 105109 0500


To Mike Justen MikeJusteniJnoaagov Jean Carter Johnson leanCarterJohnsonc4noaagov
CC NMFS FOIA1NMFSFOIAlfunoaagov


Hi Mike this will he FOIA No 2011 received on 02082011 with a due date of03092011
Marie


From Mike Justen mailtoMikeJustenaanoaagov
Sent Monday February 07 2011 505 PM
To Jean Carter Johnson MarieHMarks
Cc Michael Justen EJD NMFS FOIA1


Subject Fwd Fwd AWI FOIA request turtle excluder devices


Please control as a FOIA


Mike


Original Message
Subject jFwd AWI FOIA request turtle excluder devices


DateFri 04 Feb 2011 140833 0500


FromMike JustenMikeJusten7anoaagov
ToJean Carter Johnson JeanCarterJohnsona7noaagov MarieHMarks


MarieHMarksdnoaagov


CCMichael Justen EJDMikeJustennoaagov


Please control as a FOIA


Mike


Original Message
SubjectAWI FOIA request turtle excluder devices


DateFri 04 Feb 2011 1353 31 0500


FromSerda Ozbenianserdaaawionlineorg
TomikejustencnoaagovMikeJustennoaagov


Dear Mr Justen


Please find attached a FOIA request from the Animal Welfare Institute for records pertaining to turtle excluder
devices


Sincerely


SERDA OZBENJAN


Wildlife Research Associate


I of 2 292011 8 50 AM







RE Fwd Fwd AW1FOIA request turtle excluder devices


Animal Welfare Institute


900 Pennsylvania Ave SE
Washington DC 20003
Tel 202 4462144 Fax 202 4462131


The Animal Welfare Institute has been working to alleviate the suffering inflicted on animals by humans since 1951 Please
join us in our work to protect animals visit our website to find out more and to sign up for AWI eAlerts
wwwawionlineorz


P Please consider the animals and their habitat before printing


2 of 2 292011 850 AM







UPS CampusShip Shipment Label
Page 1 of 1


UPS CampusShip ViewPrint Label
1


Print the labels Select the Print button on the print dialog box that appears Note If your
browser does not support this function select Print from the File menu to print the label


2
Fold the printed label at the solid line below Place the label in a UPS Shipping Pouch If
you do not have a pouch affix the folded label using clear plastic shipping tape over the entirelabel


3 GETTING YOUR SHIPMENT TO UPS
Customers without a Daily Pickup
Schedule a same day or future day Pickup to have a UPS driver pickup ail your CampusShippackages


Hand the package to any UPS driver in your area
Take your package to any location of The UPS Store UPS Drop Box UPS Customer Center
UPS Alliances Office Depot or Staples or Authorized Shipping Outlet near you Items sent
via UPS Return ServicessM including via Ground are also accepted at Drop Boxes
To find the location nearest you please visit the Resources area of CampusShip and selectUPS Locations


Customers with a Daily Pickup
Your driver will pickup your shipmentsas usual
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emailinternetbeverlysmith@noaagov
titleFOIA Coordinator
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xmozillahtmlFALSE


version21
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From Jennifer Lee


To Michael Barnette David Bernhart Shepherd Grimes Dennis Klemm Cheryl Scannell


Subject Shrimp Biop and Enforcement
Date Tuesday March 01 2011 13310 PM


The following meeting has been modified


Proposed by Jennifer Lee
Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title Shrimp Biop and Enforcement
Thursday March 03 2011
Time 130 pm to 215 pm EST5EDT
Location GC Library


Shep and Cheryl is it okay to have our meeting in your library If not please
let us know and PII reserve the dolphin conference rm leatherback and red
snapper are booked


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite







From Shepherd Grimes


To Jennifer Lee


Cc Michael Barnette David Bernhart Dennis Klemm Cheryl Scannell


Subject Re Shrimp Biop and Enforcement
Date Tuesday March 01 2011 30942 PM
Attachments shepherd arimesvcf


The GCSE library will be fine


Jennifer Lee wrote


The following meeting has been modified


Proposed by Jennifer Lee
Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title Shrimp Biop and Enforcement
Thursday March 03 2011
Time 130 pm to 215 pm EST5EDT
Location GC Library


Shep and Cheryl is it okay to have our meeting in your library If not please
let us know and Ill reserve the dolphin conference rm leatherback and red
snapper are booked


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only
for the named recipients It contains information that may
be confidential privileged attorney work product or
otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable law If
you have received this message in error are not a named
recipient or are not the employee or agent responsible for
delivering this message to a named recipient be advised
that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents
is strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you
have received this message in error and delete the message
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re MSRA Follow up
Date Thursday March 03 2011 102617 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Gotcha appreciated I understand what you are saying and totally
agree That is not my intention and I will make sure that information
is not used inappropriately For me meeting these folks was the one
useful thing to come out of that meeting And I also wanted to try to
get into the loop more as well as try to gain some traction on the
other aspects of 609 that we have been spinning our wheels on with the
current situation at DOS I dont think we will make any progress from
that end at least this year


Ahhhh I am back to wearing shorts and enjoying the sunshine all is as


it should be


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Just wanted to give you context I am not worried about Laura but
since FIA hasnt been able to use the bycatch provisions of the MSRA
because they have to use data from the year before the identification
PL 101162 is potentially one of the only sources of data the agency
has I am concerned that some in her office have suggested on a few
times trying to also use that data in the MSRA process which I think
would be unfairfrustrating to the PL 101162 countries I think its
great if you send Laura the TEDs reports after each trip She is very
responsive and gets all the nuances of this Between you and me and
not to be repeated just be weary of anything that Liz English does
Its is a time sink and turns out to be very unproductive
In terms of communicating with FIA on the ground info Nancy and
Teresa tend to call John Mitchell or myself on TEDs related issues We
can ask for SERO to be more regularly included I know John and Teresa
talk frequently so it all about closing all the loops
It was good to see you too Agree we need to meet somewhere warm Its
freezing today yet the daffodils are still trying to bloom Cheers A


On332011 914 AM Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Alexis


Understood I didnt intend to create any additional procedures or
anything just communicate with our colleagues as a courtesy I just
figured if they happened to learn anything during their travels that
could be beneficial to our program and vice versa that cant be a
bad thing right
Great seeing you without glasses Hope the next meeting can be
down here where its warmer


Cheers
Mike


Michael C Barnette


On Mar 3 2011 at 852 AM Alexis
GutierrezAlexisGutierreznoaagov wrote


Hi Mike
Just a few thoughts here The FIA MSRA process is largely paper


driven Whatever they can find in Coast Guard reports RFMO reports







etc they use They did not setup the process nor do they have funds
to do any in country inspections Moreover while Laura is in charge
of the MSRA identification and certification process she does not
do any capacity building herself Thus the onthe ground
information would come from those doing capacity building Nancy
Daves Michael Abbey and Teresa Turk Of those Teresa Turk is the
only one that does the training herself Nancy and Michael largely
let contracts for local organizations in Latin America and the
Asia Pacific respectively to conduct workshops on various topics


Finally when the MSRA rule was being written David Bernhart
asked the the PL 101162 process not be incorporated or changed
Thus the reg text refers to that rule and the tuna dolphin rule as
separate and distinct processes so that our international partners
dont get confused This is likely better in the long term as the
MSRA process for stopping trade is multi stepped and multi year and
has never actually prevented trade thus far


Hope you made it back safe and sound Cheers A


On322011 510 PM Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Laura


Unfortunately I am flying out tonight Anything I can do to help
during our travels just let me know If you would like I can
give yall an email headsup before our trips and I can add you to
the cc list on inspection trip reports if you think that
information would be useful


FYI we are headed to Colombia on Monday with TED inspections in
Buenaventura and Cartagena Then we are off to Brazil and French
Guiana a couple weeks later


I think our program could also benefit from any info you could
gather during your travels to several countries of interest that
currently have either cold water or artisianal shrimp fishery
exemptions eg Uruguay Chile etc Also potential intel on
countries that may be considering the introduction of a TED program
into their shrimp fishery particularly in Africa would be most
useful We can discuss that more in depth later though


Talk to yall soon
Cheers
Mike


Michael C Barnette


On Mar 2 2011 at 122 PM Laura CimoLauraCimonoaagov wrote


Hello Michael


Im so sorry that we did not have an opportunity to talk further
yesterday at the International Points of Contact meeting I
wanted to thank you for reaching out to request information and
talking points on the MSRA identifications and discuss how best to
share information as you visit several of the nations that have
been identified for your TED inspection work Perhaps we could
followup on Thursday Will you be in town


Once again thank you very much for your outreach Michael We
greatly appreciate it and look forward to following up with you







With sincerest gratitude


Laura


Laura Faitel Cimo


Office of International Affairs


NOAA Fisheries Service Office of the Assistant Administrator
1315 EastWest Hwy
Silver Spring MD 20910
301 713 9090 ext 190
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From John Mitchell


To Alexis Gutierrez Michael Barnette


Subject Meeting with OLE and GC @ SERO
Date Friday March 04 201163944 PM


Mike and Alexis


I completely forgot to tell you that Dale and I are traveling to SERO
next Tuesday to meet with Tracy Dunn and Duane Smith This is the


result of a call that Dale and I had with Tracy this week regarding our
TEDs enforcement plan vs the pulse ops plan from OLE Dale and I spoke
very candidly and told them that their plan was a waste of time and
resources It became obvious to us that Tracy and his agents have
little idea as to wherewhen the shrimp fleet would be at any point in
time other than the Texas opening By the end of the call Tracy
agreed to support our plan Tracy agreed that the penalty schedule
needed to be tweaked in order to make these renewed enforcement efforts


worthwhile and set up a meeting with Duane next week Well be
bringing a TED to show Duane how things like angle change reduced
openings etc can significantly impact turtle escapement


I know you both wanted to be involved in this meeting if it ever
developed and I am VERY sorry that I am just now telling you about it
Please know that this was due to the few fading memory cells I have
left and was not intentional


JM







From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette


Cc John Mitchell


Subject Re Meeting with OLE and GC @ SERO
Date Saturday March 05 201174424 PM


Yes hopefully someone from the Region can participate so that everyone
is on the same page Cheers A


On342011 705 PM Michael Barnette wrote
Thanks for the headsup I passed it on to DB and BH


Michael C Barnette


On Mar 4 2011 at 639 PM John MitchellJohnMitchell@noaagov wrote


Mike and Alexis


I completely forgot to tell you that Dale and I are traveling to SERO next Tuesday to meet with
Tracy Dunn and Duane Smith This is the result of a call that Dale and I had with Tracy this week
regarding our TEDs enforcement plan vs the pulse ops plan from OLE Dale and I spoke very candidly
and told them that their plan was a waste of time and resources It became obvious to us that Tracy
and his agents have little idea as to wherewhen the shrimp fleet would be at any point in time other
than the Texas opening By the end of the call Tracy agreed to support our plan Tracy agreed that
the penalty schedule needed to be tweaked in order to make these renewed enforcement efforts
worthwhile and set up a meeting with Duane next week Well be bringing a TED to show Duane how
things like angle change reduced openings etc can significantly impact turtle escapement


I know you both wanted to be involved in this meeting if it ever developed and I am VERY sorry
that I am just now telling you about it Please know that this was due to the few fading memory cells I
have left and was not intentional


JM







From DuaneSmith


To Tracy Dunn Otha Easley barnette Michael Barnette


Cc EricASullivanauscamil


Subject Fwd FW TED Photos you requested
Date Monday March 07 2011 113413 AM
Attachments WinZip Compressed Attachmentszip


About WinZip Compressed Attachmentstxt


Hey guys Can you or one of your folks help BMC Sullivan with his questions


Original Message
SubjectFW TED Photos you requested


Date Mon 07 Mar 2011 084256 0500
FromSullivan Eric BMC EricASullivannauscamil


ToDuaneSmithanoaaaov


About WinZip Compressed Attachmentstxt Mr Smith
These are TED pictures from a FWC agent that they are seeing in FL waters Is this type of TED
authorized Not sure if this would be considered rodtubing Any clarification would be greatly
appreciated
Thanks


BMC Sullivan


South East Regional Fisheries Training Center


Regulations state Any netting webbing or mesh that may be measured to determine compliance with
this section is subject to measurement regardless of whether it is wet or dry Any such measurement
will be of the stretched mesh size


a Hard TEDs Hard TEDs are TEDs with rigid deflector grids and are categorized as hooped hard
TEDs and single grid image001png hard TEDs such as the Matagorda and Georgia TED
Figures 3 4 to this part Hard TEDs complying with the following generic design criteria are
approved TEDs


1 Construction materials i Singlegrid and inshore hooped hard TED A singlegrid hard TED or an
inshore hooped hard TED must be constructed of one or a combination of the following materials with
minimum dimensions as follows


A Solid steel rod with a minimum outside diameter of 14 inch 064 cm


B Fiberglass or aluminum rod with a minimum outside diameter of 12 inch 127 cm or


C Steel or aluminum tubing with a minimum outside diameter of 12 inch 127 cm and a minimum
wall thickness of 18 inch 032 cm also known as schedule 40 tubing


ii Offshore hooped hard TED An offshore hooped hard TED must be constructed of aluminum with
minimum dimensions as follows


A Solid rod with a minimum outside diameter of 58 inch 159 cm or


B Tubing with a minimum outside diameter of 1 inch 254 cm and a minimum wall thickness of 18
inch 032 cm


2 Method of attachment A hard TED must be sewn into the trawl around the entire circumference of
the TED with heavy twine


3 Angle of deflector bars i The angle of the deflector bars must be between 30 and 55 from the







normal horizontal flow through the interior of the trawl except as provided in paragrapha3ii of
this section


ii For any shrimp trawler fishing in the Gulf SFSTCA or the Atlantic SFSTCA a hard TED with the
position of the escape opening at the bottom of the net when the net is in its deployed position the
angle of the deflector bars from the normal horizontal flow through the interior of the trawl at any
point must not exceed 55 and the angle of the bottommost 4 inches 102 cm of each deflector
bar measured along the bars must not exceed 45 Figures 14a and 14b to this part


4 Space between bars The space between deflector bars and the deflector bars and the TED frame
must not exceed 4 inches 102 cm


5 Direction of bars The deflector bars must run from top to bottom of the TED as the TED is
positioned in the net except that up to four of the bottom bars and two of the top bars including the
frame may run from side to side of the TED The deflector bars must be permanently attached to the
TED frame or to the horizontal bars if used at both ends


Original Message
From RvanSmithnaMvFWCcom mailtoRvanSmithnaMvFWCcom
Sent Friday March 04 2011 333 PM
Cc Sullivan Eric BMC
Subject FW TED Photos you requested


From Smith Ryan C
Sent Friday March 04 2011 243 PM
To Lind Jason BM1 EricASullivanduscamil
Subject FW TED Photos you requested


Jason have you seen these And do they meet the ted requirements


From Greenier Joshua
Sent Friday March 04 2011 151 PM
To Smith Ryan C
Subject TED Photos you requested


Officer Joshua Greenier


Florida Fish And Wildlife Conservation Commission


South Region Bravo


Division of Law Enforcement


2796 Overseas Hwy Suite 100







Marathon Fl 33050


305 289 2320 Office


305 289 2326 Fax


JoshuaGreenierCaMvFWCcom


Badgepatch


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmithfanoaaaov


Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 9463613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message







14 14


q


4 1rrk
Y


s r r I 1


t
1


fir 0
y


1 I i


r


Pf r
0


4 t


SI d
4 i A r 1


4ti 1 ry s7 r
y


1emay


awr
1N


NNk


4


k
01 f 0 1k4 i l I il


1


tit 111 4 44
Ai


44
74


r r
A 47 i


i
40


4 4 fit kic t
t


tica p 4 i


pis i r


iI It 7 d A r f wf


Alli 41 i laaa t6 k r


J I


itilt 11 lir r t


dife
itiOr


4


r
7 1 i t


it pi 46
1 4
illf1 1 1


4


di X g


t


i
t X illicC


1 tiliiii 4
4


r


r


g4 A
41 1


4
IL


x 4 f 4
1


t
rp 4


2 A


4
4


t


7


III L


i
i


JIF







i


Iki


1011
lip


010
41


Ik


It


iff


A
f


f


Sr


pit


6116tiot
a


c


001


4frer


eila


x


I


Ito


4


r


0114


e
1


i


1


ikf


A


wN


i


a


S


Ia


r


tst


al


t


S


k


4


r


4
I


t
I


All


t


1


I


31F14


11
1


k


7


4


110


1


if


At
411


1


i


14


it


41


Niv4


t


it


ot


0


6tfo


t


Ai


tri


4r


I


1


ii


lr


4


4


41klit
kr
A


a


imi


k
4







About the attachment WinZip Compressed Attachmentszip


The attachments to this email have been automatically compressed with
WinZipREMail Companion and can be viewed with WinZip 110 or
later


WinZip can be used to extract the contents of this and other Zip files
that you download from the Internet or receive as e mail attachments
In addition to basic zipping and unzipping features of WinZip include
tight integration with Windows Explorer support for most Internet
archive formats advanced AES encryption and much more Please visit
the WinZip web site at wwwwinzipcomwzthtm for more information
about WinZip and to download a free evaluation version


WinZip EMail Companion brings the power of WinZip to the MicrosoftR
Outlook Outlook Express and Windows Mail environments by automatically zipping
attachments to your e mail messages saving transmission time and disk
space for both the sender and the recipient Please visit the WinZip
web site at wwwwinzipcomucthtm for more information about WinZip
EMail Companion and to download a free evaluation version


file qDocuments20and20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertAbout20WinZip20Compressed20Attachmentstxt528201141543 PM







From EricASullivanCauscamil on behalf of Sullivan Eric BMC


To MichaelBarnetteCnoaaaov


Subject FW TED Photos you requested
Date Wednesday March 09 201191743 AM
Attachments imaae001nna


WinZin Compressed Attachmentszin


About WinZip Compressed Attachmentstxt


About WinZip Compressed Attachmentstxt Here is the original email with pictures
BMC Eric Sullivan


South East Regional Fisheries Training Center


Original Message
From RyanSmith@MyFWCcommailtoRvanSmithnaMvFWCcom
Sent Friday March 04 2011 333 PM
Cc Sullivan Eric BMC
Subject FW TED Photos you requested


From Smith Ryan C
Sent Friday March 04 2011 243 PM
To Lind Jason BM1 EricASullivan@uscgmil
Subject FW TED Photos you requested


Jason have you seen these And do they meet the ted requirements


From Greenier Joshua
Sent Friday March 04 2011 151 PM
To Smith Ryan C
Subject TED Photos you r image001png equested


Officer Joshua Greenier


Florida Fish And Wildlife Conservation Commission


South Region Bravo


Division of Law Enforcement


2796 Overseas Hwy Suite 100


Marathon Fl 33050


305 289 2320 Office


305 289 2326 Fax







JoshuaGreenierMyFWCcorn


Badgepatch
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About the attachment WinZip Compressed Attachmentszip


The attachments to this email have been automatically compressed with
WinZipREMail Companion and can be viewed with WinZip 110 or
later


WinZip can be used to extract the contents of this and other Zip files
that you download from the Internet or receive as e mail attachments
In addition to basic zipping and unzipping features of WinZip include
tight integration with Windows Explorer support for most Internet
archive formats advanced AES encryption and much more Please visit
the WinZip web site at wwwwinzipcomwzthtm for more information
about WinZip and to download a free evaluation version


WinZip EMail Companion brings the power of WinZip to the MicrosoftR
Outlook Outlook Express and Windows Mail environments by automatically zipping
attachments to your e mail messages saving transmission time and disk
space for both the sender and the recipient Please visit the WinZip
web site at wwwwinzipcomucthtm for more information about WinZip
EMail Companion and to download a free evaluation version


file qDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertAbout20WinZip20Compressed20Attachments 1txt528201141552 PM







From David Bernhart


To Michael Barnette


Cc Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Meeting with OLE and SEFSC
Date Thursday March 10 201125722 PM


We didnt participate Just Dale and John I went out for a beer with
them the night before and heard what they wanted to do But you should
ask them for what actually went down


Michael Barnette wrote


Jack and I am curious to what went down at the meeting could we get a summary
Thanks
Mike


Michael C Barnette







From Robert D Stevens


To Michael Barnette


Cc John Mitchell


Subject Re Fwd Meeting with OLE and SEFSC
Date Thursday March 10 201130345 PM
Attachments Robert D Stevensvcf


They told us to go do ourselves That all this would not have been an issue if it
hadnt been for that asshole Mike Barnette


Michael Barnette wrote


Any news or developments to report
Thanks
Mike


Michael C Barnette


Begin forwarded message


From David Bernhart DavidBernhartl@noaaaov


Date March 10 201125722 PM GMT0500
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettel@noaaaov
Cc Robert Hoffman RobertHoffmanlanoaaaov


Subject Re Meeting with OLE and SEFSC


We didnt participate Just Dale and John I went out for a


beer with them the night before and heard what they wanted
to do But you should ask them for what actually went down


Michael Barnette wrote


Jack and I am curious to what went down at the


meeting could we get a summary


Thanks


Mike


Michael C Barnette
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From DuaneSmith


To barnette Michael Barnette Robert D Stevens John Mitchell David Bernhart Duane Smith


Subject TED violations


Date Friday March 11 2011 113107 PM
Attachments Violations Related to Turtle Excluder Devicesdoc


Importance High


Gentlemen


Our revised penalty schedule is being finalized NOW My boss needs to
turn in the draft to his bosses on Monday afternoon


Ive attempted to capture all youve taught me and all weve discussed
in the attached violations related to turtle excluder devices


listing of examples of offenses and assigning them a gravity offense
level Using this offense level guidance penalties will be assessed
from the penalty matrix also included for your awareness


Im sending it in like this as a place holder but if you can review and
get back to me any constructive edits by NLT noon on Monday preferably
before Id greatly appreciate it


I apologize for the short fuse but we just got it today too and THIS
IS OUR CHANCE TO FIX THE SCHEDULE summary settlement to follow
shortly I hope


Call with any questionsconcerns or to discuss


Thanks


Duane


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message







Violations Related to Turtle Excluder Devices TEDs
Minor Violations


Discrepancies unlikely to kill any turtles encountered


Examples
Bar spacing off by less than 3
Small holesgaps in TED netting


Minor Violations


Discrepancies likely to kill some turtles encountered


Examples
TED angles between 55 60 degrees
Bar spacing off by 3 or more


II
Large holesgaps in TED netting
Escape openings too small


o 71 opening minus 34 side minus 57 forwardescape
o DoubleCover TED minus 12 side minus 35


forwardescape
Double Cover TED overlap between 1617 stretched


Major Violations


Discrepancies likely to kill most turtles encountered


Examples
TED angles between 61 70 degrees
Escape openings too small III


o 71 inch opening minus 56 side minus 811 forward escape
o DoubleCover minus 34 side minus 57 forwardescape


DoubleCover TED overlap between 1819 stretched


Major Violations


Discrepancies likely to kill all turtles encountered


Examples
IV


No TEDs


TEDs sewn shut


TED angles above 70 degrees







No floats on bottom shooter TED


Escape openings too small
o 71 inch opening minus 7 side minus 12 forward escape
o DoubleCover minus 5 side minus 8 forwardescape


Double cover TED overlap of20 or above stretched







Penalty Matrix for Endangered Snecies Act


Level of Intent


Gravity A B C D


Offense Level


StrictLiability Negligent Reckless Intentional


Written Written warning Written warning Written warning
warningstatutory 1000 1500 2000


Endangered maximum


Written warning Written warning Written warning
500 750 1000


Threatened


II Written warning 25003500 35006000 6000 11500
statutory


Endangered maximum


10001500 15002500 25004500


Threatened


III 6000 11500 1150017000 17000 23000


Endangered
25004500 45007000 70009000


Threatened


IV 1150017000 17000 23000 23000
statutory


Endangered maximum


45007000 7000 9000 9000 statutory
maximum


Threatened











From John Mitchell


To DuaneSmith


Cc barnette Michael Barnette Robert D Stevens David Bernhart


Subject Re TED violations


Date Saturday March 12 2011 111922 AM
Attachments TED oenalty matrix final Pascaaoulaodf


Duane After we returned Dale and our team made some minor revisions
to our recommended schedule attached Well take a look at yours and
let you know something first thing Monday morning Im glad we had a
jump start on this we dont want to miss the opportunity


It was good to meet with you and Tracy last week Thanks for making
time for us JM


DuaneSmith wrote


Gentlemen


Our revised penalty schedule is being finalized NOW My boss needs to
turn in the draft to his bosses on Monday afternoon


Ive attempted to capture all youve taught me and all weve discussed
in the attached violations related to turtle excluder devices


listing of examples of offenses and assigning them a gravity offense
level Using this offense level guidance penalties will be
assessed from the penalty matrix also included for your awareness


Im sending it in like this as a place holder but if you can review
and get back to me any constructive edits by NLT noon on Monday
preferably before Id greatly appreciate it


I apologize for the short fuse but we just got it today too and
THIS IS OUR CHANCE TO FIX THE SCHEDULE summary settlement to follow
shortly I hope


Call with any questionsconcerns or to discuss


Thanks


Duane







Draft TED penalty schedule SEFSC Harvesting Systems Unit 3 11 11


Degree of harm
Might kill turtles Likely to kill Definitely kill


Violation turtles turtles


Penalty range


Verbal Warning Summary Duane Smith


Fix it Settlement 1K
No TEDs X


Sewn TEDs X


Angles too steep 56 to 60 61 to 70 70


Double Cover forward cut up to 2 2 to 4 4


too small Fig 1 18 19 16 18 16


Double Cover leading edge cut too up to 2 2 to 4 4


small Fig 2 54 55 51 54 51


Double Cover overlap up to 2 2 to 5 5


Fig 3 16 17 17 20 20


Double Cover flap attachment
Fig 4


24 to 36 36


71 inch forward cut too small


Fig 5 18 25 16 18 16


71 inch leading edge cut too small
Fig 6 54 55 51 54 51


71 inch flap
attachment beyond posterior edge 6 to 12 12


of grid Fig 7


Flap length All TEDs Fig 8 up to 12 too long 12 too long


Flotation on bottom exiting TEDs Undersize Floats No Floats


Bar spacing All TEDs Bent Bar Missing Bar Constructed with


4 bar spacing







DOUBLE COVER OPENING PENALTY SCHEDULE REFERENCE


Fig 1


Measure the distance


i71 N from the TED frame


N forward along the
r side of the escape


w
II
renter than or


hole cut to the


leading edge of the
escape hole cut


LI A to B
it equal to2Dt Inches


1 when stretched
1 This measurement


IV1 I must be greater than
or equal to 20inches


li 1L when stretched


11


Fig 2


ill
7 Measure the leading


edge of the escape
ilf hole cut G to H


ti


Greater or equal to
I


This measurement
56 inches when stretched


iD LB H
must be greater than
or equal to 5
inches when


stretched


NN Note This


i measurement must


i
also be


the


obtained


with


attached







DOUBLE COVER OPENING PENALTY SCHEDULE REFERENCE


Fig 3


Measure the distance


along the Fading
edge of the
overlapped portions
of the flap section


The overlap from
E to F must not


exceed 15inches


when stretched


Fig 4


Ill
1
11
i Measure the distance


Flap Piec from the posterior
edge of the TED


Flap may be
attached slang frame to the trailing


f
the entire length edge of the flap This


measurement must


not exceed 24 inches


when hanging
DtoD


Flap length may not stretched
not exceed 24 in


beyond posterior
edge of the grid


C


2







71Inch Opening PENALTY SCHEDULE REFERENCE


Fig 5


7
Measure the distance


from the TED frame


forward along the
side of the escape
hole cut to the


OAki leading edge of the
escape hole cut


Greater than or A to B
equal to 26inches
when stretched


This measurement


must be greater than
or equal to
26inches when


stretched


Fig 6


Measure the leading
edge of the escape
hole cut G to H


Greater than or equal to This measurement
71inches when stretched


must be greater than
G MIMMIMI Kg Go or equal to 71inches


when stretched


Note


This measurement


must also be


obtained with flap
attached


3







71Inch Oaenine PENALTY SCHEDULE REFERENCE


Fig 7


ff4 Measure the distance


i N the flap is attached
N beyond the posterior


i r edge of the TED


N frame


1r This measurement
i E Nmust be taken from


I
4 the center of the


frame and must not
r


exceed 6inches


when the TED is


hanging


Flat length All TEDs PENALTY SCHEDULE REFERENCE


t Fig 8


Measure the


distance from the


posterior edge of the
TED frame to the


trailing edge of the
flap C to D


z This measurement


must be taken from


the center of the


4x frame and must not


ti exceed 24inches as


i the TED is hanging
0 I not stretched


4







From DuaneSmith


To John Mitchell


Cc barnette Michael Barnette Robert D Stevens David Bernhart


Subject Re TED violations


Date Saturday March 12 2011 113343 AM


Awesome Thanks for the quick turnaround Ill review and call with
questions


John Mitchell wrote


Duane After we returned Dale and our team made some minor revisions
to our recommended schedule attached Well take a look at yours
and let you know something first thing Monday morning Im glad we
had a jump start on this we dont want to miss the opportunity
It was good to meet with you and Tracy last week Thanks for making
time for us JM


DuaneSmith wrote


Gentlemen


Our revised penalty schedule is being finalized NOW My boss needs
to turn in the draft to his bosses on Monday afternoon


Ive attempted to capture all youve taught me and all weve
discussed in the attached violations related to turtle excluder


devices listing of examples of offenses and assigning them a
gravity offense level Using this offense level guidance
penalties will be assessed from the penalty matrix also included


for your awareness


Im sending it in like this as a place holder but if you can review
and get back to me any constructive edits by NLT noon on Monday
preferably before Id greatly appreciate it


I apologize for the short fuse but we just got it today too and
THIS IS OUR CHANCE TO FIX THE SCHEDULE summary settlement to
follow shortly I hope


Call with any questionsconcerns or to discuss


Thanks


Duane


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message







in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message







From John Mitchell


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Michael Barnette


Subject Re Meeting with OLE and GC @ SERO
Date Monday March 14 2011 15450 PM


Hi Alexis The meeting went well Dale and I met with Tracy Dunn and
Duane Smith for about 4 hours last Tuesday Not sure how much Duane
knew about us so Dale and I kicked it off explaining who we are
Harvesting and what we do We wanted to make it clear that the status
of the fishery has changed ie reduction in effort thus the approach
that LE should take with TEDs is not necessarily the approach that
worked 15 years ago with the original PRET team The need for multiple
ops and pulse boardings is no longer neededthere are simply are not
enough boats out there to warrant a huge effort Rather strategically
placed boardings with a few dedicated agentsofficersand us is what
is needed They particularly liked our recommendation that LE becoming
more involved with us in fisher workshops and outreach so that fishers
see us the technical side with them the law which should drive home
the fact that LE knows what they are looking at with regard to TEDs we
hope In short Tracy agreed to support us with two agents as soon as
we are ready However he did say that he may get pushed from his
superiors to show the force through some sort of Gulfwide ops He said
he would work to squelch it would this be coming from Oliver


Duane gave a good summary of the status of the penalty schedules and
how we should be ready to make changes soon He fully got the need
for a revision to the TED angle penalties and is ready to do it In
fact he is asking for our final input now as the revision process is
apparently on the fast track


Dale is putting together plans for the first trip now for review by
Tracy All in all it was worth the 16 hour drive there and back in two
days JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi John
How was the meeting Cheers A


On342011 639 PM John Mitchell wrote
Mike and Alexis


I completely forgot to tell you that Dale and I are traveling to SERO
next Tuesday to meet with Tracy Dunn and Duane Smith This is the
result of a call that Dale and I had with Tracy this week regarding
our TEDs enforcement plan vs the pulse ops plan from OLE Dale and
I spoke very candidly and told them that their plan was a waste of
time and resources It became obvious to us that Tracy and his
agents have little idea as to wherewhen the shrimp fleet would be at
any point in time other than the Texas opening By the end of the
call Tracy agreed to support our plan Tracy agreed that the
penalty schedule needed to be tweaked in order to make these renewed
enforcement efforts worthwhile and set up a meeting with Duane next
week Well be bringing a TED to show Duane how things like angle
change reduced openings etc can significantly impact turtle
escapement







I know you both wanted to be involved in this meeting if it ever
developed and I am VERY sorry that I am just now telling you about
it Please know that this was due to the few fading memory cells I
have left and was not intentional


3M







From Alexis Gutierrez


To John Mitchell


Cc Michael Barnette


Subject Re Meeting with OLE and GC @ SERO
Date Monday March 14 201131103 PM


Hi John
Thanks for the report out Sounds like it was a very productive


meeting What if anything do you think we need to do on this front
Cheers A


PS On the pulse ops stuff that could be coming from a lot of places
The first that have come of the HQ OLE people were pulse ops too so if
John did encourage it its likely a result of what he is hearing here


On3142011 154 PM John Mitchell wrote
Hi Alexis The meeting went well Dale and I met with Tracy Dunn and
Duane Smith for about 4 hours last Tuesday Not sure how much Duane
knew about us so Dale and I kicked it off explaining who we are
Harvesting and what we do We wanted to make it clear that the
status of the fishery has changed ie reduction in effort thus the
approach that LE should take with TEDs is not necessarily the approach
that worked 15 years ago with the original PRET team The need for
multiple ops and pulse boardings is no longer neededthere are
simply are not enough boats out there to warrant a huge effort
Rather strategically placed boardings with a few dedicated
agentsofficersand us is what is needed They particularly liked
our recommendation that LE becoming more involved with us in fisher
workshops and outreach so that fishers see us the technical side
with them the law which should drive home the fact that LE knows
what they are looking at with regard to TEDs we hope In short
Tracy agreed to support us with two agents as soon as we are ready
However he did say that he may get pushed from his superiors to
show the force through some sort of Gulfwide ops He said he would
work to squelch it would this be coming from Oliver


Duane gave a good summary of the status of the penalty schedules and
how we should be ready to make changes soon He fully got the need
for a revision to the TED angle penalties and is ready to do it In
fact he is asking for our final input now as the revision process is
apparently on the fast track
Dale is putting together plans for the first trip now for review by
Tracy All in all it was worth the 16 hour drive there and back in
two days JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi John
How was the meeting Cheers A


On342011 639 PM John Mitchell wrote
Mike and Alexis


I completely forgot to tell you that Dale and I are traveling to
SERO next Tuesday to meet with Tracy Dunn and Duane Smith This is


the result of a call that Dale and I had with Tracy this week
regarding our TEDs enforcement plan vs the pulse ops plan from







OLE Dale and I spoke very candidly and told them that their plan
was a waste of time and resources It became obvious to us that


Tracy and his agents have little idea as to wherewhen the shrimp
fleet would be at any point in time other than the Texas opening
By the end of the call Tracy agreed to support our plan Tracy
agreed that the penalty schedule needed to be tweaked in order to
make these renewed enforcement efforts worthwhile and set up a
meeting with Duane next week Well be bringing a TED to show Duane
how things like angle change reduced openings etc can
significantly impact turtle escapement


I know you both wanted to be involved in this meeting if it ever
developed and I am VERY sorry that I am just now telling you about
it Please know that this was due to the few fading memory cells I
have left and was not intentional


3M







From John Mitchell


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Michael Barnette


Subject Re Meeting with OLE and GC @ SERO
Date Monday March 14 201134711 PM


Alexis Thanks for the offer of help You mentioned earlier that PR
might be able to help with funding our plan 36K Were OK with funds
to get this started however if the offer is still good we could sure
use anything you might be able to send our way later Also if the
multiple opspulse boarding scheme develops steam again we may to call
on your diplomatic skills to help folks see the bigger picture JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi John
Thanks for the report out Sounds like it was a very productive


meeting What if anything do you think we need to do on this front
Cheers A


PS On the pulse ops stuff that could be coming from a lot of places
The first that have come of the HQ OLE people were pulse ops too so
if John did encourage it its likely a result of what he is hearing here


On3142011 154 PM John Mitchell wrote
Hi Alexis The meeting went well Dale and I met with Tracy Dunn
and Duane Smith for about 4 hours last Tuesday Not sure how much
Duane knew about us so Dale and I kicked it off explaining who we
are Harvesting and what we do We wanted to make it clear that the
status of the fishery has changed ie reduction in effort thus the
approach that LE should take with TEDs is not necessarily the
approach that worked 15 years ago with the original PRET team The
need for multiple ops and pulse boardings is no longer neededthere
are simply are not enough boats out there to warrant a huge effort
Rather strategically placed boardings with a few dedicated
agentsofficersand us is what is needed They particularly liked
our recommendation that LE becoming more involved with us in fisher
workshops and outreach so that fishers see us the technical side
with them the law which should drive home the fact that LE knows
what they are looking at with regard to TEDs we hope In short
Tracy agreed to support us with two agents as soon as we are ready
However he did say that he may get pushed from his superiors to
show the force through some sort of Gulfwide ops He said he would
work to squelch it would this be coming from Oliver


Duane gave a good summary of the status of the penalty schedules and
how we should be ready to make changes soon He fully got the need
for a revision to the TED angle penalties and is ready to do it In
fact he is asking for our final input now as the revision process is
apparently on the fast track
Dale is putting together plans for the first trip now for review by
Tracy All in all it was worth the 16 hour drive there and back in
two days JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote







Hi John
How was the meeting Cheers A


On342011 639 PM John Mitchell wrote
Mike and Alexis


I completely forgot to tell you that Dale and I are traveling to
SERO next Tuesday to meet with Tracy Dunn and Duane Smith This
is the result of a call that Dale and I had with Tracy this week
regarding our TEDs enforcement plan vs the pulse ops plan from
OLE Dale and I spoke very candidly and told them that their plan
was a waste of time and resources It became obvious to us that


Tracy and his agents have little idea as to wherewhen the shrimp
fleet would be at any point in time other than the Texas opening
By the end of the call Tracy agreed to support our plan Tracy
agreed that the penalty schedule needed to be tweaked in order to
make these renewed enforcement efforts worthwhile and set up a
meeting with Duane next week Well be bringing a TED to show
Duane how things like angle change reduced openings etc can
significantly impact turtle escapement


I know you both wanted to be involved in this meeting if it ever
developed and I am VERY sorry that I am just now telling you about
it Please know that this was due to the few fading memory cells
I have left and was not intentional


JM







From Alexis Gutierrez


To John Mitchell


Cc Michael Barnette


Subject Re Meeting with OLE and GC @ SERO
Date Monday March 14 201135112 PM


Duly noted I will get with Barbara et al and see where we are on moving
funds given the CR Cheers A


On3142011 347 PM John Mitchell wrote
Alexis Thanks for the offer of help You mentioned earlier that PR
might be able to help with funding our plan 36K Were OK with
funds to get this started however if the offer is still good we
could sure use anything you might be able to send our way later
Also if the multiple opspulse boarding scheme develops steam again
we may to call on your diplomatic skills to help folks see the bigger
picture JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi John
Thanks for the report out Sounds like it was a very productive


meeting What if anything do you think we need to do on this front
Cheers A


PS On the pulse ops stuff that could be coming from a lot of
places The first that have come of the HQ OLE people were pulse ops
too so if John did encourage it its likely a result of what he is
hearing here


On3142011 154 PM John Mitchell wrote
Hi Alexis The meeting went well Dale and I met with Tracy Dunn
and Duane Smith for about 4 hours last Tuesday Not sure how much
Duane knew about us so Dale and I kicked it off explaining who we
are Harvesting and what we do We wanted to make it clear that
the status of the fishery has changed ie reduction in effort
thus the approach that LE should take with TEDs is not necessarily
the approach that worked 15 years ago with the original PRET team
The need for multiple ops and pulse boardings is no longer
neededthere are simply are not enough boats out there to warrant
a huge effort Rather strategically placed boardings with a few
dedicated agentsofficersand us is what is needed They
particularly liked our recommendation that LE becoming more involved
with us in fisher workshops and outreach so that fishers see us
the technical side with them the law which should drive home
the fact that LE knows what they are looking at with regard to TEDs
we hope In short Tracy agreed to support us with two agents as
soon as we are ready However he did say that he may get pushed
from his superiors to show the force through some sort of Gulfwide
ops He said he would work to squelch it would this be coming
from Oliver


Duane gave a good summary of the status of the penalty schedules
and how we should be ready to make changes soon He fully got the
need for a revision to the TED angle penalties and is ready to do
it In fact he is asking for our final input now as the revision
process is apparently on the fast track







Dale is putting together plans for the first trip now for review by
Tracy All in all it was worth the 16 hour drive there and back in
two days JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi John
How was the meeting Cheers A


On342011 639 PM John Mitchell wrote
Mike and Alexis


I completely forgot to tell you that Dale and I are traveling to
SERO next Tuesday to meet with Tracy Dunn and Duane Smith This


is the result of a call that Dale and I had with Tracy this week
regarding our TEDs enforcement plan vs the pulse ops plan from
OLE Dale and I spoke very candidly and told them that their plan
was a waste of time and resources It became obvious to us that


Tracy and his agents have little idea as to wherewhen the shrimp
fleet would be at any point in time other than the Texas
opening By the end of the call Tracy agreed to support our
plan Tracy agreed that the penalty schedule needed to be tweaked
in order to make these renewed enforcement efforts worthwhile and
set up a meeting with Duane next week Well be bringing a TED to
show Duane how things like angle change reduced openings etc can
significantly impact turtle escapement


I know you both wanted to be involved in this meeting if it ever
developed and I am VERY sorry that I am just now telling you
about it Please know that this was due to the few fading memory
cells I have left and was not intentional


JM







From Michael Barnette


To DuaneSmith


Cc Tracy Dunn Otha Easley EricASullivanCaluscamil John Mitchell Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester David
Bernhart Robert Hoffman Chervl Scannell


Subject Re Fwd FW TED Photos you requested
Date Tuesday March 15 2011 104802 AM
Attachments FR proposed ruleodf


Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Duane


The pics are of a flatbar TED This type of TED was tested and
certified by the Southeast Fisheries Science Center in 2006 and has
been embraced by industry both domestic and international due to its
strength and sturdiness and also better hydrodynamic performance The
addition of flat bar as an allowable construction material was included


in a proposed rule published on September 2 2010 attached We had
hoped to get this package finalized much earlier but have experienced
numerous delays currently the final rule package is under review and
we hope to get it published in the near future
Feel free to contact me for more information if necessary
Cheers
Mike


DuaneSmith wrote


Hey guys Can you or one of your folks help BMC Sullivan with his
questions


Original Message
Subject FW TED Photos you requested
Date Mon 07 Mar 2011 084256 0500
From Sullivan Eric BMC EricASullivan@uscgmil
To DuaneSmith@noaagov


About WinZip Compressed Attachmentstxt Mr Smith
These are TED pictures from a FWC agent that they are seeing in FL
waters Is this type of TED authorized Not sure if this would be


considered rodtubing Any clarification would be greatly appreciated
Thanks


BMC Sullivan


South East Regional Fisheries Training Center


Regulations state Any netting webbing or mesh that may be measured
to determine compliance with this section is subject to measurement
regardless of whether it is wet or dry Any such measurement will be
of the stretched mesh size


a Hard TEDs Hard TEDs are TEDs with rigid deflector grids and are
categorized as hooped hard TEDs and single grid image001png
hard TEDs such as the Matagorda and Georgia TED Figures 3 4 to


this part Hard TEDs complying with the following generic design
criteria are approved TEDs


1 Construction materials i Singlegrid and inshore hooped hard
TED A singlegrid hard TED or an inshore hooped hard TED must be
constructed of one or a combination of the following materials with
minimum dimensions as follows







A Solid steel rod with a minimum outside diameter of 14 inch 064 cm


B Fiberglass or aluminum rod with a minimum outside diameter of 12
inch 127 cm or


C Steel or aluminum tubing with a minimum outside diameter of 12
inch 127 cm and a minimum wall thickness of 18 inch 032 cm
also known as schedule 40 tubing


ii Offshore hooped hard TED An offshore hooped hard TED must be
constructed of aluminum with minimum dimensions as follows


A Solid rod with a minimum outside diameter of 58 inch 159 cm or


B Tubing with a minimum outside diameter of 1 inch 254 cm and a
minimum wall thickness of 18 inch 032 cm


2 Method of attachment A hard TED must be sewn into the trawl
around the entire circumference of the TED with heavy twine


3 Angle of deflector bars i The angle of the deflector bars must
be between 30 and 55 from the normal horizontal flow through the
interior of the trawl except as provided in paragrapha3iiof
this section


ii For any shrimp trawler fishing in the Gulf SFSTCA or the Atlantic
SFSTCA a hard TED with the position of the escape opening at the
bottom of the net when the net is in its deployed position the angle
of the deflector bars from the normal horizontal flow through the
interior of the trawl at any point must not exceed 55 and the


angle of the bottommost 4 inches 102 cm of each deflector bar
measured along the bars must not exceed 45 Figures 14a and 14b to
this part


4 Space between bars The space between deflector bars and the
deflector bars and the TED frame must not exceed 4 inches 102 cm


5 Direction of bars The deflector bars must run from top to bottom
of the TED as the TED is positioned in the net except that up to
four of the bottom bars and two of the top bars including the frame
may run from side to side of the TED The deflector bars must be
permanently attached to the TED frame or to the horizontal bars if
used at both ends


Original Message
From RyanSmith@MyFWCcom mailtoRyanSmithnaMvFWCcom
Sent Friday March 04 2011 333 PM
Cc Sullivan Eric BMC
Subject FW TED Photos you requested


From Smith Ryan C
Sent Friday March 04 2011 243 PM
To Lind Jason BM1 EricASullivan@uscgmil
Subject FW TED Photos you requested







Jason have you seen these And do they meet the ted requirements


From Greenier Joshua
Sent Friday March 04 2011 151 PM
To Smith Ryan C
Subject TED Photos you requested


Officer Joshua Greenier


Florida Fish And Wildlife Conservation Commission


South Region Bravo


Division of Law Enforcement


2796 Overseas Hwy Suite 100


Marathon FI 33050


305 289 2320 Office


305 289 2326 Fax


JoshuaGreenier@MyFWCcom


Badgepatch


Duane Smith


Enforcement Attorney
Southeast Region
duanesmith@noaagov
Office 727 824 5386


Fax 5376


Cell 727 946 3613


Confidentiality Notice This email message is intended only for the
named recipients It contains information that may be confidential
privileged attorney work product or otherwise exempt from
disclosure under applicable law If you have received this message
in error are not a named recipient or are not the employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to a named recipient
be advised that any review disclosure use dissemination
distribution or reproduction of this message or its contents is
strictly prohibited Please notify us immediately that you have
received this message in error and delete the message
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G Executive Order 13045 Protection of disproportionately high and adverse A A large passenger vessel means
Children From Environmental Health human health or environmental effects a passenger vessel as defined in section
Risks Safety Risks on minority or lowincome populations 210122 of title 46 United States Code


The order applies to economically because it increases the level of of 300 gross tons or more that has


significant rules under EO 12866 that environmental protection for all affected berths or overnight accommodations for
concern an environmental health or populations without having any passengers


safety risk that EPA has reason to disproportionately high and adverse B A large oceangoing vessel means


believe may disproportionately affect human health or environmental effects a private commercial government or


children This action is not subject to on any population including any military vessel of 300 gross tons or
EO 13045 62 FR 19885 April 23 1997 minority or lowincome population The more
because it is not economically proposed rule would further regulate C Two days of holding capacity is


significant as defined in EO 12866 and reduce pollutants from sewage in the ability to hold in a holding tank of
California marine waters thus reducing suitable design construction and


H Executive Order 13211 Actions That
the risk of exposure to all populations purpose as determined by the vessels


Significantly Affect Energy Supply including those covered under this flag Administration at least two days of
Distribution or Use Executive order sewage per the vessels crew capacity at


This action is not a significant energy L of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 140 a generation rate of 84 gallons per day
action as defined in Executive Order per person


13211 66 FR 28355 May 22 2001 Environmental protection Sewage D Oceangoing vessel crew capacity
because it is not likely to have a disposal Vessels is determined by a certificate of
significant adverse effect on the supply Dated August 25 2010 inspection issued by the US Coast
distribution or use of energy Guard for US flagged vessels or aJared Blumenfeld


MARPOL Annex 4 certificate issued by
I National Technology Transfer and Regional Administrator Region IX the signatory State for foreign flaggedAdvancement Act


In consideration of the foregoing EPA vessels For either certificate the
Section 12d of the National is proposed to be amend part 140 maximum number of passengers and


Technology Transfer and Advancement chapter 1 of title 40 of the Code of crew is identified for the vessel
Act of 1995 NTTAA Public Law 104 Federal Regulations as follows
113 12d 15 USC 272 note directs FR Doc 201021950 Filed9110845 am
EPA to use voluntary consensus PART 140 AMENDED
standards in its regulatory activities


BILLING CODE 656050P


unless to do so would be inconsistent 1 The authority citation for part 140


with applicable law or otherwise
continues to read as follows


impractical Voluntary consensus Authority 33 USC 1322
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE


standards are technical standards eg 2 Section 1404 is amended by National Oceanic and Atmospheric
materials specifications test methods


adding paragraphb2to read as Administration
sampling procedures and business
practices that are developed or adopted


follows


bvoluntary consensus standards
50 CFR Part 223


y y 1404 Complete prohibition
bodies NTTAA directs EPA to provide Docket No 0808071080 9122801


Congress through OMB explanations b RIN 0648AW93


when the Agency decides not to use
available and applicable voluntary


2i For the marine waters of the
PP y Sea Turtle Conservation Shrimp and


consensus standards State of California including the
territorial sea measured from the Summer Flounder Trawling


This proposed rulemaking does not Requirements
involve technical standards Therefore baseline as determined in accordance


EPA is not considering the use of any
with the Convention on the Territorial AGENCY National Marine Fisheries


voluntary consensus standards Sea and the Contiguous Zone and Service NMFS National Oceanic and
extending seaward a distance of three Atmospheric Administration NOAA


J Executive Order 12898 Federal miles and also including all enclosed Commerce
Actions To Address Environmental bays and estuaries subject to tidal
Justice in Minority Populations and influences from the Oregon border


ACTION Proposed rule request for


Populations
comments


Low Income PoP 41999325 North Latitude 124212110
Executive Order 12898 59 FR 7629 West Longitude decimal degrees NAD SUMMARY NMFS proposes to revise the


Feb 16 1994 establishes Federal 1983 to the Mexican border 32471231 turtle excluder device TED
executive policy on environmental North Latitude 117137814 West requirements to allow the use of new
justice Its main provision directs Longitude decimal degrees NAD 1983 materials and modifications to existing
Federal agencies to the greatest extent the discharge of sewage whether treated approved TED designs Specifically
practicable and permitted by law to or not from large passenger vessels and proposed allowable modifications
make environmental justice part of their from large oceangoing vessels that have include the use of flat bar rectangular
mission by identifying and addressing two days or more holding capacity is pipe and oval pipe as construction
as appropriate disproportionately high completely prohibited pursuant to CWA materials in currentlyapproved TED
and adverse human health or section 312f4AA map illustrating grids an increase in maximum mesh
environmental effects of their programs these waters can be obtained from EPA size on escape flaps from 1 to 2 inches
policies and activities on minority or viewed at http wwwepagov 41 to 51 cm the inclusion of the


populations and lowincome region9 waternodischarge Boone Big Boy TED for use in the
populations in the United States overviewhtml shrimp fishery the use of three large


EPA has determined that this ii For purposes of paragraph b2 of TED and Boone Wedge Cut escape
proposed rule will not have this section openings and the use of the Chauvin







53926 Federal RegisterVol 75 No 170 Thursday September 2 2010 Proposed Rules


shrimp deflector to improve shrimp and along the Atlantic seaboard Under escape opening of a candidate TED that
retention NMFS also proposes to allow the ESA and its implementing escape opening is judged to be capable
a new TED for use in the summer regulations the taking of sea turtles is of excluding adult leatherback sea
flounder fishery Additionally there are prohibited with exceptions identified turtles as well as other large adult sea
proposed corrections to the TED in 50 CFR 223206dor according to turtles


regulations to rectify an oversight the terms and conditions of a biological Proposed TED Modifications
regarding the maximum size chain that opinion issued under section 7 of the
can be used on the Parker TED escape ESA or according to an incidental take The new TED designs and
opening flap and the proposed addition permit issued under section 10 of the modifications included in this rule were


of a brace bar as an allowable ESA The incidental taking of turtles developed and tested by NMFS gear
modification to hard TEDs during shrimp or summer flounder specialists with the Southeast Fisheries


DATES Written comments see trawling is exempted from the taking Science CentersHarvesting Systems


ADDRESSES will be accepted through prohibition of section 9 of the ESA if the and Engineering Branch aided by input


October 18 2010 conservation measures specified in the from the commercial fishing industry


ADDRESSES You may submit comments sea turtle conservation regulations 50 Additionally information for a study


on this proposed rule identified by CFR 223205 are followed The conducted by the Gulf and South


0648AW93 by any of the following regulations require most vessels defined Atlantic Fisheries Foundation


methods as shrimp trawlers and summer Incorporated 2008 was also considered


Electronic Submissions Submit all flounder trawlers 50 CFR 222102 during TED development


electronic public comments via the operating in the southeastern United Flat Bar TED


Federal eRulemaking Portal http States Atlantic area Gulf area and
Current TED regulations require the


wwwregulationsgov summer flounder sea turtle protection use of specific construction materials for
Mail Michael Barnette Southeast area see 50 CFR 223206 to have a


Regional Office NMFS 263 13th NMFSapproved TED installed in each
single grid hard TEDs 50 CFR


g 223207a1iThese include solid
Avenue South St Petersburg FL 33701 net that is rigged for fishing to allow sea steel rod with a minimum outside


Fax 7278245309 Attention turtles to escape TEDs currently diameter of 14 inch 064 cm fiberglass
Michael Barnette approved by NMFS include singlegrid or aluminum rod with a minimum


Instructions All comments received hard TEDs and hooped hard TEDs outside diameter of 12 inch 127 cm or
are a part of the public record and will conforming to a generic description the steel or aluminum tubing with a
generally be posted to http flounder TED and one type of soft minimum outside diameter of 12 inch
wwwregulationsgovchange TEDthe Parker soft TED see 50 CFR 127 cm and a minimum wall
All Personal Identifying Information for 223207 Most approved hard TEDs are thickness of 18 inch 032 cm also
example name address etc described in the regulations 50 CFR known as schedule 40 tubing These
voluntarily submitted by the commenter 223207aaccording to generic criteria minimum material requirements were
may be publicly accessible Do not based upon certain parameters of TED designated to insure a TED grid was
submit Confidential Business design configuration and installation strong enough to withstand the
Information or otherwise sensitive or including height and width dimensions conditions typically experienced during
protected information of the TED opening through which the standard fishing activities and to insure


NMFS will accept anonymous turtles escape the integrity of a TED and its ability to
comments enter NA in the required TEDs incorporate an escape opening exclude sea turtles is not compromised
fields if you wish to remain usually covered by a webbing flap As offshore shrimp fishers became
anonymous You may submit which allows sea turtles to escape from increasingly aware of the benefits of
attachments to electronic comments in trawl nets To be approved by NMFS a using larger sized TEDs TEDs were
Microsoft Word Excel WordPerfect or TED design must be shown to be 97 built using stronger materials such as
Adobe PDF file formats only percent effective in excluding sea turtles aluminum and steel pipe to prevent
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT during testing based upon NMFS bending of the frame However some
Michael Barnette 727 5515794 approved scientific testing protocols fishers noticed a decrease in shrimp
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 50 CFR 223207e1NMFS approved catch rates with pipe TEDs when


testing protocols established to date compared to TEDs made from thinner
Background include the small turtle test 55 FR materials Using a flume tank facility in


All sea turtles that occur in US 41092 October 9 1990 and the wild 2005 NMFS gear specialists measured
waters are listed as either endangered or turtle test 52 FR 24244 June 29 1987 the internal water flow patterns between
threatened under the Endangered Additionally NMFS has established a an aluminum pipe TED and a TED with
Species Act of 1973 ESA The Kemps leatherback model testing protocol to deflector bars constructed from


ridley Lepidochelys kempii evaluate a candidate TEDsability to aluminum flat bar Comparisons of these
leatherback Dermochelys coriacea and exclude adult leatherback sea turtles 66 measurements indicated a loss of water


hawksbill Eretmochelys imbricate FR 24287 May 14 2001 Because behind the pipe TED frame and a
turtles are listed as endangered The testing with live leatherbacks is measurable diversion of water out of the


loggerhead Caretta caretta and green impossible NMFS obtained the TED escape opening In contrast almost
Chelonia mydas turtles are listed as carapace measurements of 15 nesting no water diversion was measured with


threatened except for breeding female leatherback turtles and used the flat bar TED In 20052007 a


populations of green turtles in Florida these data to construct an aluminum fisherydependent study by the Gulf and
and on the Pacific coast of Mexico pipeframe model of a leatherback turtle South Atlantic Fisheries Foundation
which are listed as endangered measuring 40 inches 1016 cm in Incorporated 2008 found that the


Sea turtles are incidentally taken and width 60 inches 1524cm in length aluminum flat bar TED had statistically
some are killed as a result of numerous and 21 inches 533 cm in height If the significant increases in shrimp catch
activities including fishery related leatherback model and a diver with full rates when compared to an aluminum
trawling activities in the Gulf of Mexico scuba gear are able to pass through the pipe TED These studies have
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demonstrated flat bar TEDs may perform materials specifically rectangular and of the South Atlantic and Gulf of


better for shrimp retention than pipe oval pipe Additionally as previously Mexico within these areas known as
TEDs and when properly constructed mentioned the list of approved Shrimp FisherySea Turtle Conservation
may be stronger and less prone to construction materials for singlegrid Areas enhanced sea turtle conservation
bending compared to pipe TEDs hard TEDs 50 CFR223207a1iis measures are required due to the


When using a flat bar less than 38 based on the materialsstrength and presence of important nearshore habitat
inch 095 cm in thickness a brace bar integrity to withstand conditions for benthic immature and subadult sea
constructed of aluminum or steel rod or typically experienced during standard turtles particularly Kempsridleys and
tubing specified in 50 CFR fishing activities Therefore if the the likelihood of negative interactions
223207a1iAthrough C must be minimum specifications ie minimum with heavy shrimp trawling activity 50
added to a flat bar TED to prevent outside diameterwidth of 12 inch and CFR223207a3iiBottom opening
spreading of the deflector bars beyond a minimum wall thickness of 18 inch bent bar TEDs have been legal for use
the maximum allowable 4 inch 10 cm are employed when using rectangular or at angles up to 55 degrees as long as the
spacing between the bars 50 CFR oval pipe NMFS determined the last 4 inches of the bars are at an angle
223207a4The brace bar must be resulting TED grid would be strong no greater than 45 degrees The
attached to the frame and each enough for use in the fishery developer of the Georgia Jumper
individual deflector bar and may be


Allowable TED Escape Flap Mesh Size
believed that his bottomopening


welded directly to the aft face of the grid straightbar TED would pass the small
or may be attached with spacer bars no Current regulations specify that TED turtle tests at an angle of 55 degrees
longer than 5 inches 127 cm in length escape flap webbing may not exceed 1 with an enlarged escape opening
that are welded to the aft face of each inch 41 cm in stretched mesh length The Boone Big Boy TED is a large
deflector bar Spacer bars attached to the 50 CFR 223207d3Shrimp fishers Georgia Jumper grid with an enlarged
deflector bars must be constructed of the have requested that mesh sizes up to 2 escape opening Specifically the Boone
same material as the deflector bars eg inches 51 cm be allowed for TED Big Boy TED grid is 48 inches high by
aluminum flat bar 14 inch 063 cm in flaps This would enable them to keep 365 inches wide Due to the size of this


thickness and 1 inch 38 cm in a ready stock of flap material on hand TED a brace bar is attached to the aft
depth These spacers will be squared should the flaps need repair as this size face of the grid
off on one end which will be welded would incorporate the mesh sizes of The Boone Big Boy TED was
to the deflector bar while the other end 1 44 and 2 inch 51cm mesh submitted for testing with the small
will need a concave ie halfmoon used in the body and codends of most turtle testing protocol in June 2008 The
shape to be welded to the brace bar shrimp trawls Boone Big Boy TED was installed at 54


A TED with deflector bars constructed The small turtle testing protocol was degrees and was outfitted with a
from aluminum flat bar stock 14 inch applied in June 2004 to both the double bottom oriented Boone Wedge Cut
063 cm in thickness and 1 inch 38 cover flap and the 71 inch 180cm flap escape opening Testing resulted in 1
cm in depth was evaluated using the using 2 inch 51cm 36 twine flap capture and 24 escapes which passes
small turtle test protocol 55 FR 41092 webbing Both tests were conducted the certification test under the small


in June 2006 In a sample size of 25 using a top opening bentbar TED with turtle testing protocol
turtles the bottom opening control TED dimensions of 51 inches 1295 cm in


Boone Wedge Cut Escape Openingcaptured 1 turtle A turtle is considered height by 42 inches 1067 cm in width
captured if it fails to escape through the In a sample size of 25 turtles the top NMFS is also proposing to amend 50
TED within 5 minutes Based on the opening control TED captured 2 turtles CFR223207a7iito allow the use of


performance of the control TED this A turtle is considered captured if it fails additional TED escape openings in the
meant that a candidate TED would fail to escape through the TED within 5 shrimp fishery The Boone Wedge Cut
the test with 2 turtle captures because minutes Based on the performance of escape opening is an enlarged escape
of the statistical probability the the control TED this meant that a opening created by a triangular panel of
candidate TED may not achieve the candidate TED would fail the test with additional webbing inserted into the
standard ie control TED performance 4 turtle captures because of the trawl as an alternative to the removal of


turtle exclusion rate of 97 percent or statistical probability the candidate TED webbing from the trawl to achieve a 71
more The flat bar TED was tested in a may not achieve the standard ie inch 180cm or larger opening for
bottom opening configuration with a control TED performance turtle single grid hard TEDs
double cover flap resulting in 1 capture exclusion rate of 97 percent or more The Boone Wedge Cut escape opening
out of a sample size of 25 turtles Testing of the double cover and 71 inch is made by making two cuts in the TED
passing the certification test under the 180cm flap openings with 2 inch 51 extension one cut is fore and aft Le


small turtle testing protocol cm stretched mesh webbing resulted in along the length of the extension and
NMFS gear specialists with the 0 captures and 25 escapes and 1 the other cut is horizontal to the


Southeast Fisheries Science Centers capture and 24 escapes respectively extension The horizontal cut is 50


Harvesting Systems and Engineering Accordingly use of 2 inch mesh flap meshes long and begins at a point 4
Branch also determined that rectangular webbing passed the certification test inches 102 cm inward from the
and oval pipe using the same minimum under the small turtle testing protocol outside edge of the grid on one side and
size and configuration specifications as runs to the same point on the opposite
round pipe was acceptable for use in Boone Big Boy TE side of the grid The fore and aft cut
TED construction While not subjected NMFS is also proposing to amend 50 begins in the middle of the horizontal
to the small turtle testing protocol CFR 223207bto allow the use of cut and runs forward 495 inches 1257
based on the results of the flat bar TED additional hard TED designs in the cm toward the front edge of the TED
and known performance of TEDs shrimp fishery A straight bar style TED extension The added wedge of webbing
constructed of round pipe NMFS often referred to as the Georgia Jumper is attached along its two leading edges
determined there would be no TED is allowable for use in a bottom to the edges of the fore and aft cut The
discernable difference in turtle opening configuration with a maximum webbing wedge is made of 1 inch 48
exclusion rates using similarshaped grid angle at 45 degrees in special areas cm webbing and must have at least 41
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meshes measuring at least 72 inches twine joined by four knots and the taper that is used in any portion of the
wide 1829cm along its base aft edge webbing is usually hung in the body of escape opening Lesser degrees of taper
The height of the wedge must measure a trawl so that all the meshes form can be produced by interspersing bar
at least 485 inches 1232 cm The top diamond shapes with the long axis of cuts with point cutscuts straight aft
of the wedge is two bars across the the diamonds oriented fore andaft The through both lengths of twine in a point
leading edge then cut with a 1 point two lengths of twine and the intervening A point cut extends the length of a
then 6 bar taper knot on the left and right sides of the webbing panel by one mesh without


An important element of the Boone mesh are known as points and the reducing the width For example the 6
Wedge Cut escape opening is the individual lengths of twine are known bars 1 point 6b1p taper of the Boone
aforementioned taper of the webbing as bars Since a single bar is half the Wedge Cut escape opening indicates a
wedge sewn into the slit of the width of an entire mesh cutting a bar


taper in which the net maker would cutextension webbing Taper is usually on the outside edge of a panel of
a sequence of six bars inward followedexpressed as the ratio between the cuts webbing reduces the width of that row


in the components of the mesh that of meshes by one half mesh Continuing by one point aft A straight or all


reduce the width of the panel of cutting in the same direction through point cut indicates a cut that leaves all


webbing and the cuts straight aft that the bars on the opposite sides of each points along the cut edge and that does


extend the length of the panel of mesh and leaving an uncut edge of bars not reduce the width of the webbing
webbing An understanding of net all lying in the same line produce an panel Figure 1 illustrates the
making terminology is necessary to allbar taper An allbar taper reduces components of trawl webbing and offers
comprehend the conventions used in the width of a panel of webbing by one examples of different tapers
describing taper An individual mesh is mesh for every two rows of twine cut BILLING CODE 351022P


composed of four equal lengths of The allbar taper is the steepest angle of
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Webbing Taper Examples
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Figure 1 Illustration for Soft TED Designs of the Components of


Trawl Webbing and Examples of Tapers


BILLING CODE 351022C
was installed in a bottom opening TED within 5 minutes Based on the


During testing in 2003 under the configuration and was measured at 50 performance of the control TED this
small turtle testing protocol the Boone degrees Two K50 Spongex floats were meant that a candidate TED would fail


Wedge Cut escape opening was installed attached to the upper outside half of the the test with 1 turtle capture because of
in a 180 mesh circumference by 51 TED frame In a sample size of 25 the statistical probability the candidate
mesh depth TED extension the mesh turtles the bottom opening control TED TED may not achieve the standard ie
size of the TED extension was 1 inch captured 0 turtles A turtle is considered
48 cm stretched mesh The TED frame captured if it fails to escape through the
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control TED performance turtle failing to escape through the TED within separate trials pushing the model
exclusion rate of 97 percent or more 5 minutes were observed through the opening in a carapaceup
Testing of the Boone Wedge Cut escape Large TED Escape Openings


and carapacedown configuration Based
opening in 2003 resulted in 2 captures on these observations NMFS concludes
and 23 escapes This result failed to NMFS is also proposing to amend 50 a triangular cut TED opening is an
meet the minimum test requirement for CFR223207a7iito allow the use of effective TED escape opening design for
certification NMFS gear specialists additional TED escape openings in the the exclusion of leatherback sea turtles


believed the 50degree fishing angle of shrimp fishery Shrimp fishermen in As TED use is expanded to large trawl
the TED was the likely cause of the two Australia have been using a large fisheries larger TED frames are needed
turtle captures triangular cut TED escape opening for to better fit the trawls Alternate escape


The Boone Wedge Cut escape opening many years Because this cut is made opening cuts are needed which will
was retested via the small turtle testing along the bars of the trawl webbing the maintain the strength of the TED system
protocol in 2004 in a topopening strain of large codend loads is even when large codend loads are
configuration The TED angle was transferred more efficiently along edges experienced The triangular cut TED
measured at 50 degrees All other of the cut This design results in less opening described previously provides
aspects of the TED installation and distortion of the TED opening and flap one escape opening that also ensures the
opening design were identical to that over time as well as providing better strength of the TED and TED extension
which was tested in 2003 In a sample support and angle retention for the TED are maintained Additional large TED
size of 25 turtles the topopening frame especially with larger TED frames escape openings provide greater
control TED captured 2 turtles A turtle and trawls flexibility in designing the TED escape
is considered captured if it fails to The triangular cut forms an isosceles opening cut to meet variations in large
escape through the TED within 5 triangle ie two sides of equal length trawl and large TED designs while
minutes Based on the performance of with dimensions that can be configured maintaining minimum opening
the control TED this meant that a to meet the minimum dimensional dimensions required for the exclusion of
candidate TED would fail the test with requirements for the exclusion of leatherback sea turtles


4 turtle captures because of the leatherback sea turtles ie per 50 CFR Additional variations of the triangular
statistical probability the candidate TED 223207a7iiBIn order for a cut being proposed in this rulemaking
may not achieve the standard ie triangular cut to meet the minimum include a similar allbar cut but with an


control TED performance turtle dimensions the length of the two sides additional horizontal leading edge cut
exclusion rate of 97 percent or more of the cut forward of the TED frame that produces a trapezoid escape
Testing of the Boone Wedge Cut escape must be longer than that which is opening as well as an allpoints side cut
opening in 2004 resulted in 0 captures needed for a rectangular TED opening that produces a rectangular escape
in a sample of 25 turtles passing the Additionally the base measurement of opening As with the triangular cut the
certification test under the small turtle the triangular cut that is the minimum sum of the straight line stretched
testing protocol straight line distance of the opening at measurements of the opening at the TED


The Boone Wedge Cut escape opening the TED frame must be larger This frame the two side cuts and the leading
was also tested for leatherback turtle prevents this style of cut from being edge cut must be equal to or greater than
exclusion through the use of an used on smaller TED frames 147 inches 3734 cm therefore this
aluminum frame model of an adult In 2006 the triangular cut was design will meet the minimum
leatherback sea turtle controlled by a evaluated by NMFS gear specialists as circumference measurement in 50 CFR


diver within the trawl and pushing it an alternate opening for the exclusion of 223207a7iiBof 142 inches
through the experimental TED opening leatherback sea turtles The evaluations


This model was used to design and test were conducted with no flap covering Double Cover Interior Escape Flap


the current 71 inch and doublecover the TED opening The evaluations were NMFS is also proposing to amend 50
TED openings The leatherback model conducted with the use of an CFR223207d3to allow the use of
measured 40 inches 1016 cm in aluminumframe leatherback sea turtle additional TED escape opening flap
width 60 inches 1524 cm in length model controlled by a diver within the configurations in the shrimp fishery In
and 21 inches 533 cm in height The trawl and pushing it through the 2008 NMFS evaluated several flap
evaluation was conducted in two experimental TED opening This designs for installation with the
separate trials pushing the model evaluation technique was used to triangular cut TED escape opening
through the opening in a carapaceup approve the 71 inch 180cm offshore Diver evaluations of the triangular cut
and carapacedown configuration In and doublecover offshore TED TED escape opening with either the
both configurations the model passed openings 50 CFR223207a7iiB double cover or 71 inch 180cm flaps
through the Boone Wedge Cut escape and C For this evaluation the revealed a potential turtle capture
opening easily triangular cut dimensions were problem With a rectangular flap sewn


Additional evaluations of the Boone configured to match the minimum over the triangular cut pockets were
Wedge Cut escape opening were perimeter dimensions of a rectangular formed between the outside of the TED


conducted in November and December cut which has already been approved extension and the flap in an area
2004 during trawling operations aboard for the exclusion of leatherback sea between the apex of the cut and the
the RV GEORGIA BULLDOG and turtles ie per 50 CFR sides of the flap These areas could be
permitted pursuant to 50 CFR 223207a7iiBFor the evaluation problematic for smaller juvenile turtles
223207e2The evaluations were the selected triangular cut straightline as they could become entrapped As a
conducted using remote cameras during measurement at the TED frame was 40 solution to this problem NMFS gear
actual fishing operations in nearshore inches 1016cm in order to match the specialists designed a flap which is
waters off the coast of Georgia and width of the leatherback model installed inside the TED extension
Florida During the evaluations 30 wild Divers experienced no difficulty in thereby eliminating the pocket areas
turtles were observed escaping from a pushing the model leatherback frame formed with an exterior flap
bottom shooting Boone Wedge Cut through the triangular TED opening installation This flap system is labeled
escape opening no turtle captures ie The evaluation was conducted in two the doublecover interior flap DCI flap
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The triangular cut and DCI flap length of 3 inch 76cm diameter PVC used on the trailing edge of the webbing
opening were evaluated by NMFS gear pipe positioned perpendicular to the flap
specialists using the small turtle testing flow of water within the trawl along the Modified Flounder TED
protocol in June 2008 The triangular leading edge of the TED escape opening
cut with a DCI flap was installed on a Shrimp that are moving down the top of NMFS is also proposing to amend 50
51inch 1295cm high by 42inch the trawl and TED extension come in CFR 223207bto add an additional


1067cm wide bentbar TED 50 CFR contact with the pipe and are deflected TED for use in the summer flounder


223207a3iiin a topopening down and away from the TED escape fishery As an alternative to the flounder
configuration The dimensions of the opening TED specified at 50 CFR 223207b1
flap met all existing regulatory To ensure that the Chauvin shrimp


the Northeast Fisheries Science Center


requirements pertaining to the double deflector would not interfere with the and industry developed a modified
cover flap with the exception that the escapement of turtles the device was flounder TED grid that offered a larger


piece
edge and sides of each flap evaluated


weeatattached to the inside the protocol
usingi device


small turtle testing
was cloggngissues


mitigate
to improve catchP protocol The device was installed in a


retention and which had the abilit toTED extension At the point where the topopening bentbar TED which y


sides of each flap piece intersected the measured 52 inches 1321 cm in height
be rolled onto a net reel The modified


P by 42 inches 1067 cm in width ATED frame the flap sides were then ght flounder TED consists of two frame
sewn to a row of meshes aft of the TED


double cover flap was installed over the
sections 36 inches 914 cm in height


frame and on the outside of the TED opening and modified by the
and 48 inches 1219cm in width
which are lashed together with heavyNMFS diver observations


installation of zippers along the leading g Y


confirmed that this method of attaching edge of each flap piece The zippers
twine in order to maintain a consistent


the flap provided a much smoother allow each flap piece of the double
angle in both sections The perimeter of


shape and more uniform seal against the the modified flounder TED is
cover flap to be easily rolled back to


TED frame while fishing especially allow for improved fish escapement
constructed of round pipe while the


when installed on large TED frames through the TED Testing of the Chauvin
deflector bars are constructed of flat bar


which require larger pieces of flap shrimp deflector resulted in 0 turtle
The upper frame section consists of


material to cover the TED opening captures out of 25 trials thereby passing
vertical flat deflector bars while the


During the small turtle testing lower frame section has angled
protocol the top opening control TED


the test for certification An additional horizontal flat bars The lower frame


scored 0 turtle captures in a sample size
evaluation was conducted to ensure that


section also has three rectangles each
the device would not prevent theof 25 turtles A turtle is considered
escapement of larger sea turtles through


with a height of 10 inches 254 cm and
captured if it fails to escape through the


the TED escape opening The evaluation
a width of 14 inches 356 cm which


TED within 5 minutes Testing of the
was conducted through the use of an


are framed using round pipe
triangular cut with a DCI flap resulted g The modified flounder TED was


aluminumframe leatherback sea turtle evaluated using the small turtle testin 0 turtle captures in a sample of 25
model controlled by a diver within the


g


turtles thus matching the control TED y protocol in June 2008 In a sample size
performance and passing the trawl and pushing it through the of 25 turtles the topopening control
certification test under the small turtle experimental TED opening The TED captured 0 turtles A turtle is
testing protocol


leatherback model measured 40 inches considered captured if it fails to escape
Additional evaluations of the 1016 cm in width 60 inches 1524 through the TED within 5 minutes


triangular cut and DCI flap were cm in length and 21 inches 533 cm Based on the performance of the control
conducted in March 2008 during in height Divers experienced no TED this meant that a candidate TED


trawling operations aboard the RV difficulty in pushing the model would fail the test with 1 turtle capture
GEORGIA BULLDOG permitted leatherback frame through the double because of the statistical probability the
pursuant to 50 CFR 223207e2The cover TED opening with the Chauvin candidate TED may not achieve the
evaluations were conducted using shrimp deflector installed Due to standard ie control TED performance
remote cameras during actual fishing anticipated issues with debris turtle exclusion rate of 97 percent or
operations in nearshore waters off the accumulation and subsequent turtle more The modified flounder TED was


coast of Georgia The opening was escapement the Chauvin shrimp tested in a topopening configuration
evaluated on a 51 inch 1295cm high deflector was not tested in a bottom installed at 30 degrees with 5inch bar
by 42 inch 1067cm wide bentbar opening TED configuration therefore it spacing in the upper grid and captured
TED in a bottom opening configuration may not be installed in a net with a 2 turtles in 14 turtle exposures at which
During the evaluations two wild turtles bottom escape opening point the evaluation was terminated
were observed escaping from the Parker TED Offshore Opening both of these turtle captures occurred
triangular opening with a DCI flap no when the turtles passed through the 5
turtle captures Le failing to escape The current specifications at 50 CFR inch bar spacing of the upper grid The
through the TED within 5 minutes were 223207c1ivBfor the offshore modified flounder TED was


observed opening of the Parker TED allow the use reconfigured with 4 inch bar spacing
of a single row of steel chain no larger and retested The modified flounder


Chauvin Shrimp Deflector than 316 inch 048 cm to be sewn on TED with 4inch bar spacing in the
NMFS is also proposing to amend 50 to the back edge of the webbing flap upper grid topopening configuration


CFR 223207dto add a shrimp However when the Parker TED was installed at 30 degrees captured 0
deflector as an allowable modification tested and certified by NMFS gear turtles in a sample size of 25 exposures
to hard TEDs As a means of reducing specialists in June 1997 it was rigged passing the certification test under the
the loss of shrimp through the TED with 14 inch 064 cm steel chain small turtle testing protocol due to time
opening a Louisiana fisherman Therefore the proposed rule would constraints testing was not conducted
developed a simple shrimp deflector amend 50 CFR223207c1ivBto at higher angles
device pursuant to 50 CFR correct this error and allow the use of The modified flounder TED was again
223207e2The device consists of a chain no larger than 14 inch064 to be evaluated using the small turtle test
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protocol in July 2009 to determine its Summary of Proposed Revisions to TED and no adverse economic impacts are
effectiveness at higher angles In a Requirements expected to accrue Therefore an initial
sample size of 25 turtles the top Based on the documented results regulatory flexibility analysis is not
opening control TED captured 2 turtles during TED testing NMFS proposes to required and none has been prepared
A turtle is considered captured if it fails authorize the use of 14 inch 063 cm The Endangered Species Act provides
to escape through the TED within 5 1 the statutory basis for this ruleP g thick and 1 z inch 38 cm deep flat
minutes Based on the performance of bar and rectangular and oval pipe List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 223
the control TED this meant that a meeting the current minimum Endangered and threatened speciescandidate TED would fail the test with dimensions cited at 50 CFR


Exports Imports Transportation
1 turtle capture because of the statistical 223207a1as construction materials
probability the candidate TED may not in currentlyapproved TED grids an Dated August 26 2010


achieve the standard ie control TED increase in maximum mesh size on Samuel D Rauch III


performance turtle exclusion rate of 97 escape flaps from 1s to 2 inches 41 to DeputyAssistant Administrator for


percent or more The modified flounder 51 cm the inclusion of the Boone Big RegulatoryPrograms National Marine


TED was tested in a topopening Boy TED for use in the shrimp fishery Fisheries Service


configuration installed at 55 degrees the use of three large TED and Boone For the reasons set out in the


and captured 3 turtles in 7 exposures Wedge Cut escape openings and the use preamble 50 CFR Part 223 is proposed
failing the certification test under the of the Chauvin Shrimp Deflector in a to be amended as follows


small turtle testing protocol The topopening TED configuration to
modified flounder TED was re installed improve shrimp retention NMFS also PART 223 THREATENED MARINE


at 45 degrees and captured 0 turtles in proposes to include a new TED for use AND ANADROMOUS SPECIES


25 exposures passing the certification in the summer flounder fishery 1 The authority citation for part 223
test under the small turtle testing Additionally there is a proposed continues to read as follows


protocol Therefore the modified
correction to the TED regulations to


P rectify an error regarding the maximum Authority 16 USC 1531 1543 subpart
flounder TED is certified for use only at size chain that can be used on the B 223201202 also issued under 16 USC


angles between 30 and 45 degrees Parker TED escape opening flap and the 1361 et seq 16 USC 5503d for


proposed addition of a brace bar as an
22320019


Addition of Brace Bars as Allowable ProP


Modifications to Hard TEDs and allowable modification to hard TEDs 2 In 223207 paragrapha1i


Special Hard TEDs introductory text is revised paragraph
P References Cited


a1iCis revised new paragraph
NMFS is also proposing to amend 50 Gulf and South Atlantic Fisheries a1iDis added paragraphs


CFR 223207dto allow the use of a Foundation Incorporated 2008 An a7iiDandE are added new
horizontal brace bar on a TED to Assessment of Turtle Excluder Devices paragraphs b3 and4 are added
increase the strength of the grid and within the Southeastern Shrimp paragraphc1ivBis revised


prevent flexing of the vertical deflector Fisheries of the United States NOAA paragraphs d3 introductory text and


bars When properly installed on the NMFS Cooperative Agreement Number d3iii are revised and paragraphs


rear face of the TED grid a brace bar has NA04NMF454011292 d3ivd8 and d9 are added to


no effect on turtle exclusion out of the Certifications
read as follows


TED escape opening While a brace bar
This proposed rule has been 223207 Approved TEDs


is required on the proposed flat bar to be not significant for
TED NMFS proposes to add brace bars purposes of Executive Order 12866 a
as an allowable optional modification to The Chief Counsel for Regulation of 1
other hard TEDs Specifically a brace iDepartment of Commerce certified Singlegrid and inshore hooped
bar constructed of aluminum or steel to the Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the hard TED A singlegrid hard TED or an
rod or tubing specified in 50 CFR Small Business Administration that this inshore hooped hard TED must be
223207a1iAthrough C may be rule would not have a significant constructed of one or a combination of


added to a TED to prevent spreading of economic impact on a substantial the following materials unless
the deflector bars beyond the maximum number of small entities The basis for otherwise specifically restricted below
allowable 4 inch 10 cm spacing this certification follows with minimum dimensions as follows


between the bars 50 CFR223207a4 This proposed rule would not impose
The brace bar must be attached to the any new requirements on fishing C Steel or aluminum round oval or
frame and each individual deflector bar entities in the southeastern shrimp rectangular tubing with a minimum
and may be welded directly to the aft fishery An exact number of total fishing outside diameter or width of 12 inch


face of the grid or may be attached with entities in the southeastern shrimp 127 cm and a minimum wall


spacer bars no longer than 5 inches fishery is unavailable though thickness of 18 inch 032 cm also


127 cm in length that are welded to approximately 5000 vessels are known as schedule 40 tubing
the aft face of each deflector bar Spacer estimated as currently active This D Steel or aluminum flat bar with
bars attached to the deflector bars must proposed rule would simply allow dimensions no less than 14 inch 064
be constructed of the same material as fishermen at their discretion to use an cm in thickness by 1 z inches 385


the deflector bars eg solid steel rod alternative TED in their shrimp nets cm in depth For flat bar less than 38
with a minimum outside diameter of 14 Any decision to use an alternative TED inch 095 cm in thickness a horizontal


inch 063 cm For solid bar and tubing would be expected to occur only if a brace bar to reinforce the deflector bars


spacers will need concave ie half fisherman judges it will result in must be permanently attached to the


moon shaped ends to be welded to the improved fishing performance without a frame and the rear face of each of the


deflector and brace bar
substantial increase in cost As a result deflector bars within 4 inches 102 cm
any effects are expected to be positive of the midpoint of the TED frame The
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horizontal brace bar must be opening so long as the minimum approved TED for use by shrimp
constructed of approved material opening size is achieved trawlers The modified flounder TED


consistent with paragrapha1iof 2 Allbar or allpoints side cuts and incorporates two separate grid frames
this section The horizontal brace bar a horizontal leading edge cut Figures that are attached together The frames of
may be offset behind the deflector bars 18b and 18c to this part where the the grids must be constructed of at least
using spacer bars not to exceed 5 inches straight line measurement of the 1 inch 32 cm outside diameter
127 cm in length and constructed of opening between the webbing aluminum or steel pipe with a wall
the same size or larger flat bar as the attachment points on the TED frame thickness of at least 18 inch 032 cm
deflector bars may not be less than 40 inches 102 cm Each of the two grids of the modified


and the two side cuts of the escape flounder TED must have outside


7 opening must not be less than 26 inches dimensions of at least 36 inches 914
i 66 cm long from the points of the cut cm in height and at least 48 inches
D Boone Wedge Cut opening Figure immediately forward of the TED frame 1219 cm in width The upper grid is


17 to this part The escape opening is Only allbar or allpoints side cuts may equipped with vertical deflector bars
made by making two cuts in the TED be used no combination tapers may be which must be constructed of aluminum


extension one cut is fore and aft ie used when making the side cuts The or steel flat bar with a minimum depth
along the length of the extension and sum of the straightline base of 1 inches 32 cm and a minimum
the other cut is horizontal to the measurement and the stretched thickness of 38 inch 095 cm Vertical
extension The horizontal cut is 50 measurements of the side cuts and deflector bars must be connected to the


meshes long and begins at a point 4 leading edge cut must be no less than top and bottom of the upper grid The
inches 102 cm inward from the 147 inches 373 cm A webbing flap as space between the deflector bars of the
outside edge of the grid on one side and described in either paragraphd3ii upper grid must not exceed 4 inches
runs to the same point on the opposite or iii of this section may be used with 102 cm The lower grid is fabricated
side of the grid The fore and aft cut this escape opening so long as the with both horizontal and vertical


begins in the middle of the horizontal minimum opening size is achieved deflector bars creating four narrow
cut and runs forward 495 inches 1257 horizontal openings at the top and three
cm toward the front edge of the TED b large rectangular openings along the
extension The added wedge of webbing 3 Boone Big Boy TED The Boone Big bottom of the grid The lower grid must
is attached along its two leading edges Boy TED is a singlegrid hard TED with have at least three horizontal deflector


to the edges of the fore and aft cut The a minimum outside horizontal and bars constructed of aluminum or steel
webbing wedge is made of 178 inch 48 vertical measurement of 365 inches flat bar with a minimum depth of 1
cm webbing and must have at least 41 927 cm and 48 inches 1219 cm inches 38 cm and a minimum
meshes measuring at least 72 inches respectively The frame must be thickness of 38 inch 095 cm which
wide 1829cm along its base aft edge constructed of steel rod with a are connected to each side of the grid
The height of the wedge must measure minimum outside diameter of 12 inch and angled at 30 from the horizontal
at least 485 inches 123 cm The top of 13 cm The deflector bars must be plane Below this a fourth horizontal
the wedge is two bars across the leading constructed of steel rod with a deflector bar must be constructed of


edge then cut with a 1 point then 6 bar minimum outside diameter of 14 inch aluminum or steel pipe with a wall
taper A webbing flap as described in 064 cm The space between the thickness of at least 18 inch 032 cm
paragraphd3ivof this section may deflector bars must not exceed 4 inches and with a 1 inch 32 cm outside
be used with this escape opening so 102 cm A horizontal brace bar diameter These horizontal deflector


long as the minimum opening size is constructed of at least 14 inch 064cm bars must yield maximum spacings of
achieved steel rod must be permanently attached 4 inches 114 cm 5 inches 140


E Large TED openings Figures 18a to the frame and the rear face of each of cm 5 inches 140 cm and 4
18b and 18c of this part Large TED the deflector bars within 4 inches 102 inches 114 cm as constructed from
escape openings may be utilized in the cm of the midpoint of the TED frame top to bottom and measured between
following configurations The horizontal brace bar may be offset the leading edges of adjacent deflector


1 A triangular cut Figure 18a to this behind the deflector bars using spacer bars There must be a maximum 10 inch


part where the base of the triangle is bars not to exceed 5 inches 127 cm 254 cm space between the bottom
defined by a straightline measurement in length and must be constructed of the most horizontal deflector pipe bar and
of the opening between the webbing same size or larger material as the the grid frame bottom Two additional
attachment points on the TED frame that deflector bars The Boone Big Boy TED vertical pipe sections running from the
is no less than 40 inches 102 cm The must be used with the Boone Wedge Cut bottom of the grid frame to the bottom
two side cuts of the triangle must be an escape opening specified ina7iiD most horizontal deflector pipe bar must
allbar taper from the point at which the of this section The angle of the divide the opening at the bottom into
webbing attaches to the TED frame to deflector bars must be between 30 and three rectangles each with a maximum
the apex of the triangle cut Each side 55 from the normal horizontal flow height of 10 inches 254 cm and a
cut of the triangle must measure no less through the interior of the trawl The maximum width of 14 inches 356 cm
than 53 inches 135 cm The sum of the Boone Big Boy TED is exempt from the This TED must comply with paragraph
straightline base measurement and two requirements of paragrapha3ii of a2 of this section The upper and
side cuts must be no less than 147 this section and maybe installed at 55 lower grids of this TED must be laced
inches 373 cm The side cuts of the when fishing in the Gulf SFSTCA or the together with heavy twine no less than
triangular opening may be reinforced Atlantic SFSTCA 14 inch 064 cm in diameter in order
using rib lines attached from the TED 4 Modified flounder TED Figure 11 to maintain a consistent angle in both
frame to the apex of the opening A to this part The modified flounder TED sections There may be a gap between
webbing flap as described in either is approved for use only in the Atlantic the two sections not to exceed 1 inch


paragraphd3ii or iii of this summer flounder bottom trawl fishery 254 cm The angle of the entire TED
section may be used with this escape The modified flounder TED is not an frame must be between 30 and 45 from







53934 Federal RegisterVol 75 No 170 Thursday September 2 2010 Proposed Rules


the normal horizontal flow through the under the following conditions No 8 Chauvin shrimp deflector Figures
interior of the trawl The entire width of device holds it closed or otherwise 19a and 19b of this part The Chauvin
the escape opening from the trawl must restricts the opening it is constructed of shrimp deflector may be used on any
be centered on and immediately forward webbing with a stretched mesh size no approved TED design but its
of the frame at the top of the net when larger than 2 inches 51 cm it lies on installation must not reduce the


the net is in its deployed position The the outside of the trawl it is attached minimum stretched measurements of


slope of the grids and the vertical along its entire forward edge forward of the TED opening The Chauvin shrimp
deflector bars from forward to aft is the escape opening it is not attached on deflector may not be installed with a
upward The modified flounder TED the sides beyond the row of meshes that bottom escape opening The Chauvin
must use an escape opening consistent lies 6 inches 152 cm behind the shrimp deflector is constructed from a
with paragrapha7iiBC D or posterior edge of the grid the sides of single piece of 3 inch 76cm insideE of this section A webbing flap as the flap are sewn on the same row of diameter PVC pipe which measures 30described in paragraphsd3ii iii meshes fore and aft and the flap does inches 762 cm in len the ends ofor iv of this section may be used with not overlap the escape hole cut by more


the PVC pipe are left uncapped Athis escape opening so long as the than 5 inches 127 cm on either side
minimum opening size is achieved This webbing or mesh bag is made and is


TED may not be configured with a used to encase the PVC pipe Figure 19a
bottom escape opening Installation of


iii Double cover offshore TED flap to this part The mesh bag is created
an accelerator funnel is not permitted


This flap must be composed of two using a single piece of 1 inch 41 cm
with this TED equal size rectangular panels of stretchedmesh webbing made of nylon


webbing Each panel must be no lessc or polyethylene with dimensions 57
1 than 58 inches 1473 cm wide and may meshes wide by 10 meshes deep The


overlap each other no more than 15iv
inches 381 cm The panels may only leading edge of the 57mesh piece of


B Offshore opening A horizontal cut
be sewn together along the leading edge webbing is attached around the PVC


extending from the attachment of one
of the cut The trailing edge of each pipe and back to the row of meshes


side of the deflector panel to the trawl located 7 meshes down the 10mesh
to the attachment of the other side of the panel must not extend more than 24


deflector panel to the trawl must be inches 61 cm past the posterior edge length The ends of the webbing are
p


of the grid Figure 16 to this part Each sewn together on each end forming a
made in a single row of meshes across


panel may be sewn down the entire webbing bag to assure the PVC pipe
the top of the trawl and measure at least remains encased in the webbing This
96 inches 2438 cm in taut width All length of the outside edge of each panel


trawl webbing above the deflector panel Paragraph d3 of this section leaves a 3mesh tail hanging from the


between the 96 inch 2438 cm cut and notwithstanding this flap may be encased PVC pipe The 3 mesh tail of


edges of the deflector panel must be
installed on either the outside or inside the encased PVC pipe is then sewn to


removed A rectangular flap of nylon
of the TED extension For interior a single row of meshes on the inside of


webbing not larger than2inch 51 cm installation the flap may be sewn to the the trawl along the 57mesh edge 3


stretched mesh may be sewn to the interior of the TED extension along the meshes ahead of the forward cut of the


forward edge of the escape opening The leading edge and sides to a point TED escape opening This would allow
width of the flap must not be larger than intersecting the TED frame however a 3 mesh overlap to the left and right of
the width of the forward edge of the the flap must be sewn to the exterior of the forward cut Figure 19b of this part
escape opening The flap must not the TED extension from the point at


9 Brace bar Figure 14a of this part
extend more than 12 inches 305 cm which it intersects the TED frame to the


beyond the rear point of the escape trailing edge of the flap Chafing A horizontal brace bar may be added to


opening The sides of the flap may be webbing described in paragraph d4 of a TED if it is constructed of aluminum
attached to the top of the trawl but must this section may not be used with this or steel rod or tubing specified in 50


not be attached farther aft than the row type of flap CFR223207a1iAthrough C and


of meshes through the rear point of the iv Boone Wedge Cut opening flap it is permanently attached to the frame


escape opening One row of steel chain Figure 17 to this part This escape
and the rear face of each of the deflector


not larger than 14 inch 064 cm may be opening flap is attached to the trailing bars within 4 inches 102 cm of the


sewn evenly to the back edge of the flap edge of the horizontal cut and the midpoint of the TED frame The


The stretched length of the chain must wedge The flap is made from a piece of horizontal brace bar may be offset
not exceed 96 inches 244 cm A Parker 1 inch 48 cm webbing that is behind the deflector bars using spacer
TED using the escape opening described trapezoid in shape The leading edge bars not to exceed 5 inches 127 cm


in this paragraph meets the must be at least 94 meshes wide in length and must be constructed of the
requirements of 223206d2ivB stretching to at least 1645 inches 4178 same size or larger material as the
This opening or one that is larger must cm The trailing edge is at least 87 deflector bars


be used in all offshore waters and in the meshes wide and at least 152 inches


inshore waters of Georgia and South 3861 cm The two sides are at least 8


Carolina It also may be used in other meshes long and at least 15 inches 381 3 Add Figure 11 to Part 223 to read
inshore waters cm The escape opening flap is attached as follows


only to the leading edge of the escape Figure 11 to Part 223Modified
d opening cut and is not attached along its Flounder TED
3 Webbing flap A webbing flap may sides


be used to cover the escape opening
BILLING CODE 351022P
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CO Bars spaced every 4


co
c1


45


55B


Horizontal bars are angled at 30 55g
CD M
CO CO


45A


14 14 14 o


48


All pipe must be a minimum of125 OD horizontal flat bars shall be a minimum of 15 x


0375 vertical flat bars shall be a minimum of 125 x0375


A Space between edge of round bar and the leading edge of the adjacent bar is 45


e Space between leading edge of one bar and the leading edge of the adjacent bar is 55


5 Add Figure 17 to Part 223 to read Figure 17 to Part 223Boone Wedge
as follows Cut Escape Opening
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Escape Opening Cut Dimensions Webbing Wedge Dimensions


Cut slit in extension ebbing wedge
Wedge Added Here sewn into slit


x in extension webbing


tl
4


04 485 in 123 cm
49


t i C it kciistretctad


mesh length xVe aei C 6y C


4 1257cm i ns 4z3


4016 OM414644 a 9 x


Horizontal Cut Shah Not 72 in 1829 cm


Be Narrower Than the Outside
stretched


mesh length
Width of Grid Minus 8 inches


Escape Opening Flap Dimensions Escape Opening Flap Attachment


X
477


4
d


0


1
i 41


K C 11


W
Leading Edge Width 0


A 1645 Inches 4178cm Stretched 4Ats
Os 4 aA0


94 Meshes of 178 In 48 mm Webbing 4444
744


BDepth 15 Inches 38 cm Stretched
8meshes of 178 In 48 mm Webbing Note Flap is Attached Along Ing


Edge 7nty Not Attached Al Sides


CWidth Trailing Edge
152 Inches Stretched 87m of 178
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6 Add Figures 18a 18b and 18c to Figures 18a 18b and 18c to Part 223
Part 223 to read as follows Large Frame TED Escape Opening


Minimum Dimensions Using AllBar
Cuts Triangular Cut Large Frame TED
Escape Opening Minimum Dimensions
Using AllBar Cuts and Leading Edge
Cut Large Frame TED Escape Opening
Minimum Dimensions Using AllPoints
Side Cut Rectangular Cut


k a sue VT1 r J b y t1


71TiAAPPi fp 44 pi
4 44 i4i


t


i
feOt


C


B 1 yy sF I
r


A i


ill H


F 4 A A
Iof 0 i4


EXAMPLE LargeFrame TED Cut EXAMPLE LargeFrame TED Cut EXAMPLE LargeFrame TED Cur
Minimum dimensions using allbar Minimum dimensions using allbar Minimum dimensions using ailpoints


side cut side cut and leading edge cut side cuts and leading edge cut


A 40 inches 102 cm minimum 1 A 40 inches 102 cm minimum A 40 inches 102 cm minimum
straightline measurement at the straightline measurement at the straightline measurement at the
TED frame TED frame TED frame


8 53 inches 135 cm minimum B 26 inches 66 cm minimum B 26 Inches 66 cm minimum
allbar cut on sides i allbar cut on sides allpoint cut on sides


leading edge cut C leading edge cut
The sum of the measurements of
A 13 B must be no less than The sum of the stretched measurements The sum of the stretched measurement
147 inches 373 cm of A B C must be no less than of A 8 C must be no less than


147 inches 373 cm 147 inches 373 cm


7 Add Figures 19a and 19b to Part Figures 19a and 19b to Part 223
223 to read as follows Chauvin Shrimp Deflector Installation


Details
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Nylon orpolymesh bag
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stretched mesh


1


webbing


57 m wide


1f


i
3 mlail


0 m Unsewn


lira


7
Sewn along


StdeS


v


z


it
3


C


3 i


O


A elSfdu4 i f 4A @t k


4ttdR
6


t tbty t Yt t tt tt


FYbqiv t 4f iittl Ql
int
iPf a


v a4 ro fifer f 7 J


3


FR Doc 201021823 Filed 9110 845 am


BILLING CODE 351022C







beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard


file ClDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertMichael Barnette 206vcf1528201141606 PM







From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Jennifer Lee Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Proposed TED Compliance Meeting With Industry Reps John and Glen
Date Thursday March 17 2011 14446 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


If Roy is thinking Pascagoula is the most appropriate venue should I
loop in Mitchell et al Just asking first because they werent on the
cc list


David Bernhart wrote


Thanks Jenny
Mike and Bob will you please take the lead on figuring out the best
way to accommodate this request Roy told me he would like to make
the contact back with John and Glen when we have some followup idea
DB


Jennifer Lee wrote


FYI John Williams and Glen Delaney were here today to discuss several
shrimp fishery issues In discussing the on going section 7
consultation Roy noted that TED enforcement is an issue John and
Glen would like to meet with us to find out more specifics about
problems with TED compliance and Roy would like me follow up with
you all on making this happen sometime in March if possible Roy
noted having the meeting in Pascagoula instead of here would probably
be ideal if we could


Lets discuss maybe after tomorrowsstaff meeting if possible
Thanks
Jenny
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From Michael Barnette


To Nancy Daves


Subject Re 2011 Colombia TED inspection trip report
Date Tuesday March 22 2011 113403 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Its typically kept within the program I would not disseminate it
widely in light of recent litigation over the 609 program at DOS
Please consider it FYI only


Nancy Daves wrote
Thanks your timing couldnt be better How private is this


N


Sent from my Blackberry


Original Message
From Michael Barnette FinailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaa00v
Sent Tuesday March 22 2011 1126 AM
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Menard Marlene M MenardMM @stategov John Mitchell


JohnMitchell@noaagov
Cc David Bernhart DavidBernhartnoaagovRobert Hoffman RobertHoffmannoaagov


Nancy Daves NancyDaves@noaagov Jack H ForresterJackHForresternoaagov
Subject 2011 Colombia TED inspection trip report


Attached


Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Cheryl Scannell


Subject Re question
Date Tuesday March 22 201131234 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I guess my point was there was talk of potentially shutting down the
fishery which would have obvious and significant impacts I dont
necessarily feel industry as a whole should be punished because we did
not do our job I and others feel if there was adequate enforcement
which would not be hard to implement compliance would be sufficient


Cheryl Scannell wrote
An action agencys failure to comply with a term and condition of a
biop voids their take coverage and requires reinitiation of
consultation and may violate7a2duty to ensure and the action
agency is subject to citizen suits Unfortunately the consulting
agency does not appear to have any tools to force compliance by the
action agency in these circumstances whether that is a necessary
interpretation of law or not its been a longstanding
administrations policy that federal agencies dont sue each other
because the US is a single party in the eyes of the courts
Known chronic non compliance or explicitly stated lack of intent to
comply by either an action agency or applicants with a biops
measures has been grounds for invalidating a biop in court cases
ie the consulting agencys decision to finalize a biop under those
circumstances was found to be arbitrary and capricious


If the non complying action agency is not NMFS NMFS certainly could
send letters making the issues apparent and on the record


If you PRDs had an across theboard system that publicly tracks
compliance with terms and conditions that could be applied to NMFS as
well Getting serious about take and tc compliance monitoring and
reports could be useful the biops and the reports could be
published Publication of monitoring reports in the PLL fishery for
example has just recently led to Oceana doing its own analysis of
whether the biops RPA is being complied with and seeking a meeting
with Eric Schwaab to discuss
Michael Barnette wrote


So what I was getting at is if an action agency stopped complying
with a TC why is the action agency not held accountable I think
some are looking past that significant issue
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From Michael Barnette


To Cheryl Scannell


Subject Re question
Date Tuesday March 22 201140017 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


oy


Cheryl Scannell wrote
There should be a reasonable expectation that species protection
measures and harm avoidance measures in biops are going to be
implemented even without enforcement pressure I think theres a fair
argument that a measure is not reasonably certain to protect species
if theres a basis to believe the measure wont be complied with in
the absence of enforcement I dont think its a proper framing here
to say that its the agency that fell down on the job by not enforcing
the fishers made the choice to break the rules in the absence of


enforcement


Youre going to need documentation in the record to support your
judgments about the measures imposed and decision made whatever they
may be feelings wont be enough of a basis for the arbitrary and
capricious standard Moreover the record of the history in these
circumstances is problematic in that enforcement waxes and wanes and
there are cycles of non compliance you cant guarantee enforcement in
any mechanism let alone a biop enforcement discretion is a pretty
sacred principle for federal agencies OLE is not the action agency
per se theyre not really one of the federal agency parties to the
consultation and that lack of being bound by the biop is another
problem in the context of the case law for measures being reasonably
certain to occur Ideally you need measures that SF is required to
do or they require the fishers to do through their permits to fish or
something like that


Michael Barnette wrote


I guess my point was there was talk of potentially shutting down the
fishery which would have obvious and significant impacts I dont
necessarily feel industry as a whole should be punished because we
did not do our job I and others feel if there was adequate
enforcement which would not be hard to implement compliance would
be sufficient


Cheryl Scannell wrote
An action agencys failure to comply with a term and condition of a
biop voids their take coverage and requires reinitiation of
consultation and may violate7a2duty to ensure and the action
agency is subject to citizen suits Unfortunately the consulting
agency does not appear to have any tools to force compliance by the
action agency in these circumstances whether that is a necessary
interpretation of law or not its been a longstanding
administrations policy that federal agencies dont sue each other
because the US is a single party in the eyes of the courts
Known chronic non compliance or explicitly stated lack of intent
to comply by either an action agency or applicants with a biops
measures has been grounds for invalidating a biop in court cases
ie the consulting agencys decision to finalize a biop under
those circumstances was found to be arbitrary and capricious


If the non complying action agency is not NMFS NMFS certainly could







send letters making the issues apparent and on the record


If you PRDs had an across theboard system that publicly tracks
compliance with terms and conditions that could be applied to NMFS
as well Getting serious about take and tc compliance monitoring
and reports could be useful the biops and the reports could be
published Publication of monitoring reports in the PLL fishery
for example has just recently led to Oceana doing its own analysis
of whether the biops RPA is being complied with and seeking a
meeting with Eric Schwaab to discuss
Michael Barnette wrote


So what I was getting at is if an action agency stopped complying
with a TC why is the action agency not held accountable I think
some are looking past that significant issue
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Cc Robert Hoffman


Subject Fwd Re Proposed TED Compliance Meeting With Industry Reps John and Glen
Date Wednesday March 23 201193246 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi John


Didnt realize you were going to be over here the other day Hope all
is well Anyway per the below Roy would like to set up a meeting with
John and Glen Not sure how soon they want the meeting but any chance
you have some time available in late April to possibly join us for a
meeting there in Pgoula
Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Re Proposed TED Compliance Meeting With Industry Reps John
and Glen


Date Tue 01 Mar 2011 123644 0500
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Jennifer Lee JenniferLee@noaagov
CC Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagovRobert Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov
References 4D6C0E538010705@noaagov


Thanks Jenny
Mike and Bob will you please take the lead on figuring out the best way
to accommodate this request Roy told me he would like to make the
contact back with John and Glen when we have some followup idea
DB


Jennifer Lee wrote


FYI John Williams and Glen Delaney were here today to discuss several
shrimp fishery issues In discussing the on going section 7
consultation Roy noted that TED enforcement is an issue John and
Glen would like to meet with us to find out more specifics about
problems with TED compliance and Roy would like me follow up with you
all on making this happen sometime in March if possible Roy noted
having the meeting in Pascagoula instead of here would probably be
ideal if we could


Lets discuss maybe after tomorrowsstaff meeting if possible
Thanks
Jenny
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From JohnMitcheIk noaaaov


To Michael Barnette


Cc Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd Re Proposed TED Compliance Meeting With Industry Reps John and Glen
Date Wednesday March 23 2011 105821 AM


Mike Sure Im available most of April Probably should have Dale in on
it as well but he may be involved in a compliance check with OLE
sometime in April W Louisiana I spoke with Tracy D again yesterday
and he is ready to support a trip in LA with some agents probably using
our GMT boat Will give you a call with Dale later this week to fill you in


Sorry I didnt get up with you yesterday I really didnt know I was going
to be in that meeting until late Sunday Kind of a whirlwind trip The
parking lot meet and greet was well done


M


Original Message


From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov


Date Wednesday March 23 2011 932 am


Subject Fwd Re Proposed TED Compliance Meeting With Industry Reps John
and Glen


Hi John


Didnt realize you were going to be over here the other day Hope
all


is well Anyway per the below Roy would like to set up a meeting
with


John and Glen Not sure how soon they want the meeting but any
chance


you have some time available in late April to possibly join us for
a


meeting there in Pgoula
Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Re Proposed TED Compliance Meeting With Industry Reps
John
and Glen


Date Tue 01 Mar 2011 123644 0500
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Jennifer Lee JenniferLee@noaagov
CC Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov
References 4D6C0E538010705noaagov







Thanks Jenny







From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc Jack Forrester


Subject Re FW proposed TEDs certification visit to Honduras
Date Wednesday March 23 2011 13606 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Not a problem we have the time I will ask Eric to contact Rene to


explore the idea of a workshop since many boats are in and some have
taken their gear down for repair I am unclear at this point how big a
turnout we could expect Will see what Rene thinks of the idea
Trying to sort out a revised flight schedule today as well Apparently
the AdTrav fuckers lied to me and simply said the flight was full
versus admitting they dont do business with TACA Probably the same
situation when we went through this exercise last week I plan on
forwarding a note to our contracts POC to let them know of AdTravs poor
customer service


Menard Marlene M wrote


Mike


Hopefully the schedule below works out Jack agreed to be available
to do training for captainscrewmembersnetmakers if they like and I
offered it in email below Since Rene would likely be organizing it
would you mind asking Eric to back channel the training proposal to
him so that he can start working on it if its something that hethey
decide to do


Thanks


Marlene


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Wednesday March 23 2011 107 PM
To McGeehan Mary Grace
Cc Jack Forrester Michael Barnette
Subject proposed TEDs certification visit to Honduras
Importance High


Hi Mary Grace


I and two NOAA colleagues propose a TEDs certification visit to
Honduras specifically Roatan to evaluate the GOH turtle excluder
device inspection program My office prepares the annual certification
report to Congress listing foreign countries with government TED
inspectionenforcement programs comparable to the US Those countries
certified are then able to export wildcaught shrimp to the US


I propose a visit to Roatan arriving Thurs March 31 and departing
either Tues April 5 or Wedn April 6 My NOAA colleagues have discussed
these dates with Rene Betancourt GOH inspector Would you or someone
on your team contact Dr Roberto Reynaud the new director for the
fisheries agency DIGIPESCA as of onabout Feb 15 to clear these
dates robertoreynaud@yahoocommailtorobertorevnaudnavahoocom I


dont have his tel number


Given location of Roatan away from Fisheries Agency offices which I







suspect are in Tegucigalpa would the agency have someone that they
can send to Roatan for an outbrief we could do on Tues April 5 or
Wedn April 6 preferably on Wedn April 6 Or if they would like to
send for the duration of the visit that would be great too If
outbrief only we would want to receive information at that time on
GOH enforcement activities since our last visit two years ago As an
alternative I and perhaps my NOAA colleagues also could go to
Tegucigalpa on Tues at 130 pm to do outbrief on Wedn am we would
depart Tegucigalpa at 236 pm on COPA to go to Panama City This
scenario would need to be requested ASAP because of the resulting
change in flighthotel itineraries


The bestcase agenda is


1 Inbrief with Fisheries Agency administration


2 Accompany inspectors on inspections


3 Outbrief with Fisheries Agency administration


Will someone from GOH speak English and be available to translate as
necessary for example inspectionsmeetingstraining If not is
there someone from the Econ Section that could participate in this
visit and provide translation as necessary If not we will work it
out as best as possible


Thurs March 31 200 pm or 300 pm inbrief with either Agency official
or Rene we arrive in Roatan at 1204 pm


Fri Apr 1 inspections


Sat Apr 2 off day or inspections if they work on Saturdays


Sun Apr 3 off day


Mon Apr 4 inspections


Tues Apr 5 inspections


Wedn Apr 6 training for trade in morning outbrief late morning or
early afternoon


Depart Roatan on 500 pm TACA flight to Panama City


The schedule above is flexible on our part We will have time to do
training or captainscrewmembersnetmakers if desired by GOH Rene
reports that many boats are back at dock because shrimping is not so
great right now so there should be a number of people available to
participate Training takes about two hours and is conducted by Jack
Forrester NOAA Gear Specialist All he would need is a projector to
project his powerpoint and DVD movie and a sample TED hanging
insideoutside for demonstration Training can be conducted Fri Mon
or Tues in the afternoon beginning at 200 pm or on Wedn am


If there are any questions please do not hesitate to call


Sincerely


Marlene







Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827
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From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Cc DavidBernhart Dennis Klemm Becky Stanley


Subject Re Fwd Re FOIA REQUEST 2011 00238 MILLWARD OZBENIANANIMAL WELFARE INSTITUTE PLEASE
SEARCH AND COMPILE RECORDS SEARCH BEGINNING DATE


Date Thursday March 24 201191543 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Teletha


I dont have Mailstore Client and am not familiar with this software I


will talk to Becky about adding it to my system
Mike


Teletha Mincey wrote
Good Morning Gentlemen


Just a reminder subject FOIA due NLT tomorrow325 Records should
be copied or stored to your mailstore client Folders should be
labeled Releasable andor NonReleasable and the appropriate FOIA
identified Thank you


Teletha Mincey
Program Analyst
NOAA Fisheries


Southeast Region
263 13th Ave S


St Petersburg FL 33701 5505
727 551 5772 Direct Line


727 824 5309 Fax


Subject
Re FOIA REQUEST 201100238 MILLWARD OZBENIANANIMAL WELFARE
INSTITUTE PLEASE SEARCH AND COMPILE RECORDS SEARCH BEGINNING DATE


From


Beverly Smith BeverlySmith@noaagov
Date


Mon 21 Mar 2011 141722 0400
To


Teletha Mincey TelethaMincey@noaagov


To


Teletha Mincey TelethaMincey@noaagov
CC


Kelly AndradeKellyAndradenoaagovDavid Bernhart
DavidBernhart@noaagov


Dear Teletha


Because item 2 3 of this request is similar to 201000503
Phipps the individuals who searched for records in 201000503
Bernhart Klemm and Barnette only need to search from July 22


2010 to February 8 2011


Thank you
Bev







On3182011 443 PM Beverly Smith wrote
Teletha Gary Kelly and Sophia


Pursuant to conducting research regarding the subject matter of the
request and in consultation with General Counsel Ms Ozbenian has
been granted a waiver of FOIA processing fees in accordance with 15
CFR411k1iii Therefore please search and compile
records responsive to the request


SEARCH DUE DATE ON OR BEFORE FRIDAY MARCH 25 2011


FOIA REQUEST 201100238


FOIA REQUESTER Serzda Ozbenian Animal Welfare Institute


SUBJECT All records from January 1 2004 to the present
discussing mentioning or referencing the terms turtle excluder
device turtle excluder devices or TEDs with respect to
commercial or recreational shrimp boats in Louisiana waters Please
note the bold indicates scope clarificationmodification by the
requester


This request includes but is not limited to


1 all records regarding Louisianaspolicy of non enforcement
of NMFS TED regulation in Louisiana waters Search narrowed
to only a certain TED compliance evaluation report PER MIKE
BARNETTE SEFSC HAS THE REPORT
2 all records indicating any documented take of sea turtles


or anticipated take of sea turtles due to the lack of TED
usage in Louisiana waters
3 all records discussing federal enforcement efforts against


shrimpers failing to use TEDs in Louisiana waters Bullet 2
and 3 Search narrowed to NMFS Southeast RegionsOffice of
Law Enforcement records including any law enforcement cases
and all records including communications located in the
Southeast Protected Resources Division SER PRD Need search
by SELE AND SER PRD SEARCH DATE RANGE April 2009 to February
8 2011
4 all records related to 2010 House Bill 1334 which sought to
require TED usage in Louisiana waters No change Need search


by SEFSC SER OPR SELE SEARCH DATE RANGE April 2010
through February 8 2011
5 all sea turtle necropsy data including causes of death


throughout the Gulf of Mexico since July 29 2010 No change
Need search by SEFSC AND OPR SEARCH DATE RANGE July 29 2010
through February 8 2011


No Bullet Assigned
a All records comparing andor contrasting various Gulf States and
their respective number of sea turtle deaths in State waters
Clarification A year by year statistical comparison of sea turtle
strandings death injury for the Gulf States and where the
strandings occurred in State waters For example this could be as
simple as a record from the end of each year where all sea turtle
strandings are compiled for the year Need search by SEFSC SEARCH


DATE RANGE January 2004 to February 8 2011


b TED enforcement data in respective States Clarification







States Gulf States and request includes correspondence n eed


search by SEFSC SER OPR SELE SEARCH DATE RANGE April 2009
through February 8 2011


c and other pertinent information related to sea turtle impacts and
TED usage as those numbers vary from State to State Clarification
USE BULLET 2 3 ABOVE


PROCESSING INSTRUCTIONS


Please provide a set of releasable and a set of non releasable
records and include a completed SER search clearance form for each
set copy attached Please remember that under President Obamas


memorandum and Attorney General Holders FOIA guidelines regarding
transparency of government we have a duty to release as much
information as possible


Teletha If a program staff person determines some records should not
be released please complete the attached foreseeable harm worksheet


Gary Kelly and Sophia If a program staff person determines some
records should not be released please withhold it accordingly and
consult with your General Counsel Please complete the attached
foreseeable harm worksheet for withheld records


Please contact me immediately at 727 551 5762 if you need an
extension beyond the search due date if you have any questions or
if you need additional information


Thank you
Beverly
Attachments


SERO ONLY MAILSTORE INSTRUCTIONS Under your local folders in
Thunderbird please create a FOIA folder then create a subfolder
2011 00238 then create 2 sub subfolders Releasable
Nonreleasable and copy your responsive emails to each sub subfolder
as appropriate In MailStore browse for your local FOIA201100238
and select it to copy your responsive emails to your personal
MailStore archive
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From Michael Barnette


To Jack H Forrester


Subject Fwd RE proposed TEDs certification visit to Honduras
Date Thursday March 24 201151650 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Yikes looks like we got Rene in trouble


Original Message
Subject RE proposed TEDs certification visit to Honduras
Date Thu 24 Mar 2011 151231 0600
From Guirlinger Ryan N GuirlingerRN @stategov
To Menard Marlene M MenardMM @stategov
CC Jack Forrester JackHForrester@noaagov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnette@noaagov Roman Lila L RomanLL@stategov
McGeehan Mary Grace McGeehanMG@stategov
References


8AF80D238721B747B718E6DD1487270605CF383B @TEGUCIGALPAMB01whastatesbu
394603B204A5F343BC98057FCEDC6302021AA6A5@ MSWASHDCEVS13washdcstatesbu


Marlene


My colleague Lila Roman spoke to DIGIPESCA Fisheries Directorate
Director Dr Roberto Reynaud this afternoon who informed her that he
will travel to Roatan on Tuesday April 5 for the outbrief He said he
would make arrangements for his arrival and to join you through the
inspector Rene Betancourt


He requested that in the future these requests be made directly with
him and not through Rene who apparently had not informed him of the
trip He also requested that you contact him in advance of your arrival
next week to inform him of the intended inspections His telephone
number is 50422393843 Please let me know when you have been in
contact with him and please keep us informed about any significant
developments during the trip


Unfortunately I nor anyone else from the Embassy will be able to travel
to Roatan next week due to budgetary and timing constraints Should you
need translation services please let me know and we will be able to
seek out information on translators in Roatan who could be of assistance


Regards


Ryan


Ryan Guirlinger


Economic Officer


US Embassy Tegucigalpa Honduras


Tel 50422369320 ext 4152


Fax 50422366836







IVG 5394152


guirlingerrn@stategov mailtoauirlinaerrnnastateaov


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Thursday March 24 2011 637 AM
To McGeehan Mary Grace Guirlinger Ryan N
Cc Jack Forrester Michael Barnette
Subject RE proposed TEDs certification visit to Honduras
Importance High


Mary Grace


Thank you


Ryan


My airplane ticket from Roatan Panama City needs to be issued on Friday
Consequently if I need to change my itinerary to travel to Tegucigalpa
on Tues afternoon for a Wedn am outbrief meeting I would need to know
before Friday afternoon


Thanks


Marlene


From McGeehan Mary Grace
Sent Wednesday March 23 2011 531 PM
To Menard Marlene M
Cc Jack Forrester Michael Barnette Guirlinger Ryan N
Subject RE proposed TEDs certification visit to Honduras


Marlene I am ccing Ryan Guirlinger in my section who covers
environmental issues HeII be in touch with you on this Mary Grace


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Menard Marlene M
Sent Wednesday March 23 2011 1107 AM
To McGeehan Mary Grace
Cc Jack Forrester Michael Barnette
Subject proposed TEDs certification visit to Honduras
Importance High


Hi Mary Grace


I and two NOAA colleagues propose a TEDs certification visit to Honduras
specifically Roatan to evaluate the GOH turtle excluder device
inspection program My office prepares the annual certification report
to Congress listing foreign countries with government TED
inspectionenforcement programs comparable to the US Those countries
certified are then able to export wildcaught shrimp to the US


I propose a visit to Roatan arriving Thurs March 31 and departing either
Tues April 5 or Wedn April 6 My NOAA colleagues have discussed these
dates with Rene Betancourt GOH inspector Would you or someone on your
team contact Dr Roberto Reynaud the new director for the fisheries
agency DIGIPESCA as of onabout Feb 15 to clear these dates







robertoreynaud @yahoocom mailtorobertorevnaudnavahoocom I dont


have his tel number


Given location of Roatan away from Fisheries Agency offices which I
suspect are in Tegucigalpa would the agency have someone that they can
send to Roatan for an outbrief we could do on Tues April 5 or Wedn
April 6 preferably on Wedn April 6 Or if they would like to send for
the duration of the visit that would be great too If outbrief only we
would want to receive information at that time on GOH enforcement


activities since our last visit two years ago As an alternative I and
perhaps my NOM colleagues also could go to Tegucigalpa on Tues at 130
pm to do outbrief on Wedn am we would depart Tegucigalpa at 236 pm on
COPA to go to Panama City This scenario would need to be requested
ASAP because of the resulting change in flighthotel itineraries


The bestcase agenda is


1 Inbrief with Fisheries Agency administration


2 Accompany inspectors on inspections


3 Outbrief with Fisheries Agency administration


Will someone from GOH speak English and be available to translate as
necessary for example inspectionsmeetingstraining If not is there
someone from the Econ Section that could participate in this visit and
provide translation as necessary If not we will work it out as best as
possible


Thurs March 31 200 pm or 300 pm inbrief with either Agency official or
Rene we arrive in Roatan at 1204 pm


Fri Apr 1 inspections


Sat Apr 2 off day or inspections if they work on Saturdays


Sun Apr 3 off day


Mon Apr 4 inspections


Tues Apr 5 inspections


Wedn Apr 6 training for trade in morning outbrief late morning or early
afternoon


Depart Roatan on 500 pm TACA flight to Panama City


The schedule above is flexible on our part We will have time to do
training or captainscrewmembersnetmakers if desired by GOH Rene
reports that many boats are back at dock because shrimping is not so
great right now so there should be a number of people available to
participate Training takes about two hours and is conducted by Jack
Forrester NOAA Gear Specialist All he would need is a projector to
project his powerpoint and DVD movie and a sample TED hanging
insideoutside for demonstration Training can be conducted Fri Mon or
Tues in the afternoon beginning at 200 pm or on Wedn am


If there are any questions please do not hesitate to call


Sincerely







Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 6475827
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From Michael Barnette


To Teletha Mincev


Subject Re Fwd Re FOIA REQUEST 2011 00238 MILLWARD OZBENIANANIMAL WELFARE INSTITUTE PLEASE
SEARCH AND COMPILE RECORDS SEARCH BEGINNING DATE


Date Friday March 25 2011 101802 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I think I got everything worked into Mailstore for this FOIA


Teletha Mincey wrote
Good Morning Gentlemen


Just a reminder subject FOIA due NLT tomorrow325 Records should
be copied or stored to your mailstore client Folders should be
labeled Releasable andor NonReleasable and the appropriate FOIA
identified Thank you


Teletha Mincey
Program Analyst
NOAA Fisheries


Southeast Region
263 13th Ave S


St Petersburg FL 33701 5505
727 551 5772 Direct Line


727 824 5309 Fax


Subject
Re FOIA REQUEST 201100238 MILLWARD OZBENIANANIMAL WELFARE
INSTITUTE PLEASE SEARCH AND COMPILE RECORDS SEARCH BEGINNING DATE


From


Beverly Smith BeverlySmith@noaagov
Date


Mon 21 Mar 2011 141722 0400
To


Teletha Mincey TelethaMincey@noaagov


To


Teletha Mincey TelethaMincey@noaagov
CC


Kelly AndradeKellyAndradenoaagovDavid Bernhart
DavidBernhart@noaagov


Dear Teletha


Because item 2 3 of this request is similar to 201000503
Phipps the individuals who searched for records in 201000503
Bernhart Klemm and Barnette only need to search from July 22


2010 to February 8 2011


Thank you
Bev


On3182011 443 PM Beverly Smith wrote
Teletha Gary Kelly and Sophia







Pursuant to conducting research regarding the subject matter of the
request and in consultation with General Counsel Ms Ozbenian has
been granted a waiver of FOIA processing fees in accordance with 15
CFR411k1iii Therefore please search and compile
records responsive to the request


SEARCH DUE DATE ON OR BEFORE FRIDAY MARCH 25 2011


FOIA REQUEST 201100238


FOIA REQUESTER Serzda Ozbenian Animal Welfare Institute


SUBJECT All records from January 1 2004 to the present
discussing mentioning or referencing the terms turtle excluder
device turtle excluder devices or TEDs with respect to
commercial or recreational shrimp boats in Louisiana waters Please
note the bold indicates scope clarificationmodification by the
requester


This request includes but is not limited to


1 all records regarding Louisianaspolicy of non enforcement
of NMFS TED regulation in Louisiana waters Search narrowed
to only a certain TED compliance evaluation report PER MIKE
BARNETTE SEFSC HAS THE REPORT
2 all records indicating any documented take of sea turtles


or anticipated take of sea turtles due to the lack of TED
usage in Louisiana waters
3 all records discussing federal enforcement efforts against


shrimpers failing to use TEDs in Louisiana waters Bullet 2
and 3 Search narrowed to NMFS Southeast RegionsOffice of
Law Enforcement records including any law enforcement cases
and all records including communications located in the
Southeast Protected Resources Division SER PRD Need search
by SELE AND SER PRD SEARCH DATE RANGE April 2009 to February
8 2011
4 all records related to 2010 House Bill 1334 which sought to
require TED usage in Louisiana waters No change Need search


by SEFSC SER OPR SELE SEARCH DATE RANGE April 2010
through February 8 2011
5 all sea turtle necropsy data including causes of death


throughout the Gulf of Mexico since July 29 2010 No change
Need search by SEFSC AND OPR SEARCH DATE RANGE July 29 2010
through February 8 2011


No Bullet Assigned
a All records comparing andor contrasting various Gulf States and
their respective number of sea turtle deaths in State waters
Clarification A year by year statistical comparison of sea turtle
strandings death injury for the Gulf States and where the
strandings occurred in State waters For example this could be as
simple as a record from the end of each year where all sea turtle
strandings are compiled for the year Need search by SEFSC SEARCH


DATE RANGE January 2004 to February 8 2011


b TED enforcement data in respective States Clarification


StatesGulf States and request includes correspondence n eed


search by SEFSC SER OPR SELE SEARCH DATE RANGE April 2009
through February 8 2011







c and other pertinent information related to sea turtle impacts and
TED usage as those numbers vary from State to State Clarification
USE BULLET 2 3 ABOVE


PROCESSING INSTRUCTIONS


Please provide a set of releasable and a set of non releasable
records and include a completed SER search clearance form for each
set copy attached Please remember that under President Obamas


memorandum and Attorney General Holders FOIA guidelines regarding
transparency of government we have a duty to release as much
information as possible


Teletha If a program staff person determines some records should not
be released please complete the attached foreseeable harm worksheet


Gary Kelly and Sophia If a program staff person determines some
records should not be released please withhold it accordingly and
consult with your General Counsel Please complete the attached
foreseeable harm worksheet for withheld records


Please contact me immediately at 727 551 5762 if you need an
extension beyond the search due date if you have any questions or
if you need additional information


Thank you
Beverly
Attachments


SERO ONLY MAILSTORE INSTRUCTIONS Under your local folders in
Thunderbird please create a FOIA folder then create a subfolder
2011 00238 then create 2 sub subfolders Releasable
Nonreleasable and copy your responsiveemails to each sub subfolder
as appropriate In MailStore browse for your local FOIA201100238
and select it to copy your responsiveemails to your personal
MailStore archive
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester


Subject Fwd Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201121633 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FYI heads up


Original Message
Subject Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Mon 28 Mar 2011 141207 0400
From Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov
To Bob HoffmanBobHoffmannoaagovJennifer Lee
JenniferLee@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhartnoaagovTracy
Dunn TracyDunnnoaagov
CC sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov Michael


Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Dennis Klemm


DennisKlemm@noaagov Lisa Beskis LisaBelskis@noaagov


Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a 535 cm


curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one was


noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a chronically
ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely be attributed to
decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323 5 on
324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a satellite
tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the Seaturtleorg
IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer trawls
Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check the area







beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard


file ClDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertMichael Barnette 216vcf1528201141609 PM







From Michael Barnette


To Shervan Eooerly


Cc Wendy Teas Bob Hoffman Jennifer Lee David Bernhart Tracy Dunn Barbara Schroeder Eric Hawk Dennis
Klemm Lisa Belskis Jim Bohnsack Peter Thompson Theo Brainerd Bonnie Ponwith John Mitchell Robert D
Stevens Jack H Forrester


Subject Re Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201132448 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I believe Mississippi inside waters north of ICW are closed to
shrimping aside from whatever bait shrimpers are working but outside of
MS Sound there may be some activity I suspect the guys at Pascagoula
may have a better idea on current activity in the area


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Joe Smith Beaufort menhaden program reports


Hi Sherry No fishing yet this yr Gulf menhaden fishing season
opens on the third Monday in April This yr it opens on April 18th
Then it runs for about 28 wks until Nov 1st Best Joe


On 32811 212 PM Wendy Teas wrote
Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a 535


cm curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one


was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a
chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely
be attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323 5
on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a satellite
tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the Seaturtleorg
IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer trawls
Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check the area
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From Michael Barnette


To Shervan Enoerly


Cc Wendy Teas Robert Hoffman Jennifer Lee David Bernhart Tracy Dunn Barbara Schroeder Eric Hawk
Dennis Klemm Lisa Belskis Jim Bohnsack Peter Thomoson Theo Brainerd Bonnie Ponwith John Mitchell
Robert D Stevens Jack H Forrester


Subject Re Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201133120 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


There is also a winter crab trawl fishery in Mississippi though I have
no idea on the number of participants etc


FWIW Dale Diaz DaleDiaz@dmrmsgov at MS DMR was pretty receptive
when discussing elevated strandings and the perceived link to skimmer
trawls last summer


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Joe Smith Beaufort menhaden program reports


Hi Sherry No fishing yet this yr Gulf menhaden fishing season
opens on the third Monday in April This yr it opens on April 18th
Then it runs for about 28 wks until Nov 1st Best Joe


On32811 212 PM Wendy Teas wrote
Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a 535


cm curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one


was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a
chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely
be attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323 5
on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a satellite
tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the Seaturtleorg
IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer trawls
Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check the area
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert Hoffman


Subject Fwd Re Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201133159 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Sheryan added the wrong Bob Hoffman


Original Message
Subject Re Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Mon 28 Mar 2011 152448 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov
CC Wendy Teas WendyTeasnoaagovBob Hoffman
BobHoffmannoaagovJennifer Lee JenniferLeenoaagovDavid
Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov
Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroedernoaagovEric Hawk
EricHawk@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Lisa


Belskis LisaBelskis@noaagov Jim Bohnsack JimBohnsack@noaagov
Peter Thompson PeterThompsonnoaagovTheo Brainerd
TheoBrainerd@noaagov Bonnie Ponwith BonniePonwith@noaagov John


Mitchell JohnMitchellnoaagovRobert D Stevens
RobertDStevens@noaagov Jack H Forrester JackHForrester@noaagov
References 4D90CF775090900@noaagov 4D90DDCA3030507@noaagov


I believe Mississippi inside waters north of ICW are closed to
shrimping aside from whatever bait shrimpers are working but outside of
MS Sound there may be some activity I suspect the guys at Pascagoula
may have a better idea on current activity in the area


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Joe Smith Beaufort menhaden program reports


Hi Sherry No fishing yet this yr Gulf menhaden fishing season
opens on the third Monday in April This yr it opens on April 18th
Then it runs for about 28 wks until Nov 1st Best Joe


On 32811 212 PM Wendy Teas wrote
Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a 535


cm curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one


was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a
chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely
be attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323 5
on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a satellite
tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the Seaturtleorg







IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer trawls
Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check the area
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From Michael Barnette


To RobertDStevens


Cc John Mitchell Jack H Forrester


Subject Re Fwd Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201133246 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


great info can I pass this along to the group


RobertDStevens wrote


Mike I was out last week collecting oyster samples for the mussel
watch group
We saw no vessels of any kind working We also have had a charter
vessel doing
some TED testing in the sound and I talked to the observer on that
vessel He reported
no other trawl vessels working the areas mentioned The fact is they
ended up working
down around the Mississippi river just to find enough shrimp to work
on No shrimp No boats


I can take a boat ride out one day this week and try to survey the
entire area to see again
but I do not know of any vessels working the area right now or in the
recent past
ds


Michael Barnette wrote
FYI heads up


Original Message
Subject Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Mon 28 Mar 2011 141207 0400
From Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov
To Bob Hoffman BobHoffmannoaagovJennifer Lee
JenniferLee@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov
CC sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov Michael


Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Dennis Klemm


DennisKlemmnoaagovLisa Belskis LisaBelskis@noaagov


Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a 535


cm curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one


was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a
chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely
be attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323 5
on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a satellite







tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the Seaturtleorg
IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer trawls
Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check the area
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert Hoffman


Subject Fwd Re Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201133451 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Re Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Mon 28 Mar 2011 143350 0500
From RobertDStevens RobertDStevensnoaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagov
CC Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov Wendy Teas
WendyTeas@noaagov Bob Hoffman BobHoffman@noaagov Jennifer Lee


JenniferLee@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhartnoaagovTracy
Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroedernoaagovEric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov Dennis


Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Lisa Belskis LisaBelskis@noaagov
Jim Bohnsack JimBohnsack@noaagov Peter Thompson
PeterThompson@noaagov Theo Brainerd TheoBrainerd@noaagov
Bonnie Ponwith BonniePonwith@noaagov John Mitchell


JohnMitchell@noaagov Jack H Forrester JackHForrester@noaagov
References 4D90CF775090900@noaagov 4D90DDCA3030507@noaagov
4D90E0805010002@noaagov


Mike
I was out last week collecting oyster samples for the mussel watch group
We saw no vessels of any kind working We also have had a charter vessel
doing
some TED testing in the sound and I talked to the observer on that
vessel He reported
no other trawl vessels working the areas mentioned The fact is they
ended up working
down around the Mississippi river just to find enough shrimp to work on
No shrimp No boats


I can take a boat ride out one day this week and try to survey the
entire area to see again
but I do not know of any vessels working the area right now or in the
recent past
Dale S


Michael Barnette wrote


I believe Mississippi inside waters north of ICW are closed to
shrimping aside from whatever bait shrimpers are working but outside
of MS Sound there may be some activity I suspect the guys at
Pascagoula may have a better idea on current activity in the area


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Joe Smith Beaufort menhaden program reports


Hi Sherry No fishing yet this yr Gulf menhaden fishing season
opens on the third Monday in April This yr it opens on April
18th Then it runs for about 28 wks until Nov 1st Best Joe


On32811 212 PM Wendy Teas wrote
Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in







Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for
25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a 535


cm curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one


was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a
chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely
be attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323
5 on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a
satellite tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the
Seaturtleorg IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer
trawls Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check
the area
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From Michael Barnette


To RobertDStevens


Cc Shervan Eooerly Wendy Teas Robert Hoffman Jennifer Lee David Bernhart Tracy Dunn Barbara
Schroeder Eric Hawk Dennis Klemm Lisa Belskis Jim Bohnsack Peter Thomoson Theo Brainerd Bonnie
Ponwith John Mitchell Jack H Forrester


Subject Re Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201133509 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Thanks for the info Dale


RobertDStevens wrote


Mike
I was out last week collecting oyster samples for the mussel watch group
We saw no vessels of any kind working We also have had a charter
vessel doing
some TED testing in the sound and I talked to the observer on that
vessel He reported
no other trawl vessels working the areas mentioned The fact is they
ended up working
down around the Mississippi river just to find enough shrimp to work
on No shrimp No boats


I can take a boat ride out one day this week and try to survey the
entire area to see again
but I do not know of any vessels working the area right now or in the
recent past
Dale S


Michael Barnette wrote


I believe Mississippi inside waters north of ICW are closed to
shrimping aside from whatever bait shrimpers are working but outside
of MS Sound there may be some activity I suspect the guys at
Pascagoula may have a better idea on current activity in the area


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Joe Smith Beaufort menhaden program reports


Hi Sherry No fishing yet this yr Gulf menhaden fishing season
opens on the third Monday in April This yr it opens on April
18th Then it runs for about 28wks until Nov 1st Best Joe


On 32811 212 PM Wendy Teas wrote
Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a 535


cm curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one


was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a
chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely
be attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323
5 on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a
satellite tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the







Seaturtleorg IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer
trawls Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check
the area
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From Michael Barnette


To RobertDStevens


Subject Re Fwd Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201133629 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


grassy ass amigo


RobertDStevens wrote


sorry I just did


Michael Barnette wrote


great info can I pass this along to the group


RobertDStevens wrote


Mike I was out last week collecting oyster samples for the mussel
watch group
We saw no vessels of any kind working We also have had a charter
vessel doing
some TED testing in the sound and I talked to the observer on that
vessel He reported
no other trawl vessels working the areas mentioned The fact is they
ended up working
down around the Mississippi river just to find enough shrimp to work
on No shrimp No boats


I can take a boat ride out one day this week and try to survey the
entire area to see again
but I do not know of any vessels working the area right now or in
the recent past
ds


Michael Barnette wrote
FYI heads up


Original Message
Subject Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Mon 28 Mar 2011 141207 0400
From Wendy Teas WendyTeasnoaagov
To Bob Hoffman BobHoffmannoaagovJennifer Lee
JenniferLee@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
Tracy Dunn TracyDunnnoaagov
CC sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov Barbara


Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Eric Hawk


EricHawk@noaagov Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Dennis Klemm DennisKlemmnoaagovLisa Belskis
LisaBelskis@noaagov


Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 3050 cm curved length range largest was a 535


cm curved carapace length Kemps







2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one
was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a
chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely
be attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323
5 on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a
satellite tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the
Seaturtleorg IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer
trawls Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check
the area
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From Michael Barnette


To RobertDStevens


Subject Re Fwd Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201133701 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


you didnt I didnt want to forward it without your permission


RobertDStevens wrote


Didnt mean to jump out of line


Michael Barnette wrote


great info can I pass this along to the group


RobertDStevens wrote


Mike I was out last week collecting oyster samples for the mussel
watch group
We saw no vessels of any kind working We also have had a charter
vessel doing
some TED testing in the sound and I talked to the observer on that
vessel He reported
no other trawl vessels working the areas mentioned The fact is they
ended up working
down around the Mississippi river just to find enough shrimp to work
on No shrimp No boats


I can take a boat ride out one day this week and try to survey the
entire area to see again
but I do not know of any vessels working the area right now or in
the recent past
ds


Michael Barnette wrote


FYI heads up


Original Message
Subject Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Mon 28 Mar 2011 141207 0400
From Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov
To Bob Hoffman BobHoffman@noaagov Jennifer Lee


JenniferLee@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
Tracy Dunn TracyDunnnoaagov
CC sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov Barbara


Schroeder BarbaraSchroedernoaagovEric Hawk
EricHawk@noaagov Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagov
Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Lisa Beskis


LisaBelskis@noaagov


Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a 535


cm curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one







was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a
chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely
be attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323
5 on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a
satellite tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the
Seaturtleorg IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer
trawls Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check
the area
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From Michael Barnette


To Barbara Schroeder


Cc Dennis Klemm


Bcc David Bernhart Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201140027 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I will go ahead and contact him to touch base and let him know of the
situation if he doesnt know already Bob gets back in the office
Thursday
Unlike last summer however it seems these turtles had been marinating
a bit longer and we dont have much to go on in regards to cause of
death right now In fact it would seem fishery activity is quite low
based on initial information from SEFSC Pascagoula and as yet there is
no clear or even fuzzy link to any fishery
I will send you an overview of the call ASAP
Cheers
Mike


Barbara Schroeder wrote


Hi Mike
I think we need to talk with him asap as strandings are increasing
rapidly this will hit the press and we need to know what is going on
with fisheries How do you want to proceed Set up a call with him
and us or a one onone call with him and you Let me know am I right
that Bob and David are out this week


Tks Barbara


Barbara Schroeder


National Sea Turtle Coordinator


National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration NMFS


email barbaraschroeder@noaagov
Phone 301 713 2322


To cherish what remains of the earth and to foster its renewal is
our only legitimate hope Wendell Berry


Michael Barnette wrote


There is also a winter crab trawl fishery in Mississippi though I
have no idea on the number of participants etc


FWIW Dale Diaz DaleDiaz@dmrmsgov at MS DMR was pretty receptive
when discussing elevated strandings and the perceived link to skimmer
trawls last summer


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Joe Smith Beaufort menhaden program reports


Hi Sherry No fishing yet this yr Gulf menhaden fishing season
opens on the third Monday in April This yr it opens on April







18th Then it runs for about 28wks until Nov 1st Best Joe


On 32811 212 PM Wendy Teas wrote
Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 3050 cm curved length range largest was a 535


cm curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one


was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a
chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely
be attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323
5 on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a
satellite tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the
Seaturtleorg IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer
trawls Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check
the area
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From Michael Barnette


To RobertDStevens


Subject Re Fwd Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201140235 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I hear ya brother but these are YOUR peeps You best set those Miami
folks straightthey keep leaving yall out of the action


RobertDStevens wrote


Thats cool Next time you gonna CC all those high ranking people
request the GMT and not LE
Get us out there MAN let know who we are grassy ass amigo


Michael Barnette wrote


you didnt I didnt want to forward it without your permission


RobertDStevens wrote


Didnt mean to jump out of line


Michael Barnette wrote


great info can I pass this along to the group


RobertDStevens wrote


Mike I was out last week collecting oyster samples for the mussel
watch group
We saw no vessels of any kind working We also have had a charter
vessel doing
some TED testing in the sound and I talked to the observer on that
vessel He reported
no other trawl vessels working the areas mentioned The fact is
they ended up working
down around the Mississippi river just to find enough shrimp to
work on No shrimp No boats


I can take a boat ride out one day this week and try to survey the
entire area to see again
but I do not know of any vessels working the area right now or in
the recent past
ds


Michael Barnette wrote
FYI heads up


Original Message
Subject Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Mon 28 Mar 2011 141207 0400
From Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov
To Bob Hoffman BobHoffmannoaagovJennifer Lee
JenniferLee@noaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhart@noaagov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov
CC sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov Barbara


Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Eric Hawk


EricHawk@noaagov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnettenoaagovDennis Klemm
DennisKlemm@noaagov Lisa Belskis LisaBelskis@noaagov







Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented
in Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received
reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in


Pass Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a


535 cm curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds


one was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate
a chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could
likely be attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on
323 5 on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a
satellite tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the
Seaturtleorg IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer
trawls Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check
the area
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From Michael Barnette


To Rov Crabtree


Cc Heather Blouah kim amendola Karrie Carnes David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Dennis Klemm Phil Steele
Steve Branstetter


Subject Fwd Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201141825 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Roy


As an FYI it seems we are looking at another pulse of turtle strandings
in the Mississippi Sound area see below for detailed information
Considering we had 10 strandings yesterday there is understandable
concern this pulse may continue over the next few days Given the
recent stories about dolphin mortalities and DWH and that David and Bob
are currently out of the office I wanted to bring this to your
attention ASAP if you were not aware of it already as the press may pick
up on it soon


I contacted Pascagoula and it appears there is very low fishery activity
off Mississippi inside waters have been closed for a while and offshore
activity appears low too a vessel under SEFSC contract had to head down
to the MS River to find any shrimp to conduct TED tests There have
been no bunker boats working off MS so far this year Still gathering
more information


I have called Dale Diaz at MS DMR to inform him of the situation and see


what he may be hearing on his end however I got his voice mail Will
follow up ASAP


I will keep you informed of any updates or developments


Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Mon 28 Mar 2011 141207 0400
From Wendy Teas WendyTeasnoaagov
To Bob HoffmanBobHoffmannoaagovJennifer Lee
JenniferLee@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Tracy
Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov
CC sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov Michael


Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Dennis Klemm


DennisKlemm@noaagov Lisa Belskis LisaBelskisnoaagov


Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a 535 cm


curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one was







noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a chronically
ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely be attributed to
decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323 5 on
324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a satellite
tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the Seaturtleorg
IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer trawls
Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check the area
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From Michael Barnette


To Barbara Schroeder


Cc Dennis Klemm


Subject Re Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201141907 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Got his voice mail will try again in an hour if I dont hear from him


Barbara Schroeder wrote


Okay thanks will await summary of call


Barbara Schroeder


National Sea Turtle Coordinator


National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration NMFS


email barbaraschroeder@noaagov
Phone 301 713 2322


To cherish what remains of the earth and to foster its renewal is
our only legitimate hope Wendell Berry


Michael Barnette wrote


I will go ahead and contact him to touch base and let him know of the
situation if he doesnt know already Bob gets back in the office
Thursday
Unlike last summer however it seems these turtles had been
marinating a bit longer and we dont have much to go on in regards to
cause of death right now In fact it would seem fishery activity is
quite low based on initial information from SEFSC Pascagoula and as
yet there is no clear or even fuzzy link to any fishery I will
send you an overview of the call ASAP
Cheers
Mike


Barbara Schroeder wrote


Hi Mike
I think we need to talk with him asap as strandings are increasing
rapidly this will hit the press and we need to know what is going
on with fisheries How do you want to proceed Set up a call with
him and us or a one onone call with him and you Let me know am I
right that Bob and David are out this week
Tks Barbara


Barbara Schroeder


National Sea Turtle Coordinator


National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration NMFS


email barbaraschroeder@noaagov
Phone 301 713 2322


To cherish what remains of the earth and to foster its renewal is
our only legitimate hope Wendell Berry







Michael Barnette wrote


There is also a winter crab trawl fishery in Mississippi though I
have no idea on the number of participants etc


FWIW Dale Diaz DaleDiaz@dmrmsgov at MS DMR was pretty
receptive when discussing elevated strandings and the perceived
link to skimmer trawls last summer


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Joe Smith Beaufort menhaden program reports


Hi Sherry No fishing yet this yr Gulf menhaden fishing season
opens on the third Monday in April This yr it opens on April
18th Then it runs for about 28 wks until Nov 1st Best Joe


On32811 212 PM Wendy Teas wrote
Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented
in Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received
reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in


Pass Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a


535 cm curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds


one was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate
a chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could
likely be attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on
323 5 on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a
satellite tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the
Seaturtleorg IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer
trawls Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check
the area
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From Michael Barnette


To Wendy Teas


Subject Re Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Monday March 28 201142414 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Wendy
Are you seeing any other pulses in strandings say off of the Florida
Panhandle area


Thanks
Mike


Wendy Teas wrote
Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a 535 cm


curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one


was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a
chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely be
attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323 5
on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a satellite
tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the Seaturtleorg
IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer trawls
Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check the area
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From Michael Barnette


To Rov Crabtree


Cc Heather Blouah kim amendola Karrie Carnes David Bernhart Robert Hoffman Dennis Klemm Phil Steele
Steve Branstetter Barbara Schroeder Tracy Dunn John Mitchell Wendy Teas Robert D Stevens


Subject Re Fwd Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Tuesday March 29 2011 113027 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Roy


This morning I talked to Dale Diaz and Traci Floyd at MS DMR who are
obviously aware of the situation They dispatched a LE patrol vessel
last night to survey MS Sound and found only one vessel working which
was in compliance with TED requirements They are planning additional
overflights and patrols in the next few days Due to warm water
temperatures the crab trawl fishery south of Cat Island is not active
This jives with what we already learned yesterday No red tide or other
anomalies reported


MS DMR is concerned about this issue and made a request that IMMS be
allowed to work up several turtles stored at that facility to
potentially gain information on cause of death I have talked to
Barbara Schroeder and she is going to discuss this issue with MS DMR
Barbara did say they have initial information from one freshly dead
turtle satellite tagged turtle Squirt that indicated it was healthy
and robust at the time of death potentially implicating forced
submergence We are trying to see if the satellite telemetry data from
that turtle can provide any useful information


I also called Marty Bourgeois at LA DWF He said LA did extend the
shrimp season in the Breton and Chandeleur Sound area and there was a
fair amount of effort in that area they dont have any detailed
information on effort though I encouraged him to request any type of
monitoring he could muster to assess fishery activity due to the
possibility strandings may continue to occur


Because this fishing activity is really the only thing we have to
scrutinize at this point I put a call into Pascagoula and they said the
gear monitoring team GMT boat is ready to roll I called Tracy Dunn
and left a voicemail with him passing on information on the GMT boats
availability and the possibility of getting LE resources out there with
them on short notice Pascagoula has not done too much work in the
Breton and Chandeleur Sound area so they are looking forward to getting
out there to see what they find hopefully before this hits the press
and boats adjust in response if this is indeed fishery related


Apparently there are also a few turtles now being reported in Baldwin
County Alabama I will try to get more information on these
strandings but I was told there is no effort in that area at this time


More to come


Cheers
Mike







Roy Crabtree wrote
Thanks let me know what you find out


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Roy


As an FYI it seems we are looking at another pulse of turtle
strandings in the Mississippi Sound area see below for detailed
information Considering we had 10 strandings yesterday there is
understandable concern this pulse may continue over the next few
days Given the recent stories about dolphin mortalities and DWH
and that David and Bob are currently out of the office I wanted to
bring this to your attention ASAP if you were not aware of it already
as the press may pick up on it soon


I contacted Pascagoula and it appears there is very low fishery
activity off Mississippi inside waters have been closed for a while
and offshore activity appears low too a vessel under SEFSC contract
had to head down to the MS River to find any shrimp to conduct TED
tests There have been no bunker boats working off MS so far this
year Still gathering more information


I have called Dale Diaz at MS DMR to inform him of the situation and


see what he may be hearing on his end however I got his voice
mail Will follow up ASAP


I will keep you informed of any updates or developments


Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Mon 28 Mar 2011 141207 0400
From Wendy Teas WendyTeasnoaagov
To Bob Hoffman BobHoffmannoaagovJennifer Lee
JenniferLee@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
Tracy Dunn TracyDunnnoaagov
CC sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperlynoaagovBarbara Schroeder
BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov Michael


Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagovDennis Klemm
DennisKlemmnoaagovLisa Belskis LisaBelskis@noaagov


Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a 535


cm curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one


was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a
chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely
be attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323 5
on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327







1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a satellite
tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the Seaturtleorg
IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer trawls
Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check the area
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From Michael Barnette


To KristvLona


Subject Re TED package
Date Tuesday March 29 2011 10118 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Sorry I thought the7a27dmemo would have been drafted by now
but for some reason that process is dragging on Without that my
package wont clear GC Seeing that today is my last day in the office
TED inspection and Cheryls is Friday May is likely the earliest it
will pop out of here unless David can get another attorney to review the
package probably not likely though


Probably tired of getting asked this but have you heard anything about
San Diego


Thanks
Mike


KristyLong wrote
Okay thanks


On3292011 1244 PM Michael Barnette wrote
Unfortunately the reinitiation of the shrimp bi op has presented a
conflict that has delayed my package Cheryl leaves for 3 weeks AL
on Friday so its looking like we are screwed until May


Michael C Barnette


On Mar 29 2011 at 1239 PM KristyLong KristyLongnoaagov
wrote


Hi Mike
Are we on track to have it up here by4411 Thanks
kristy
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From Michael Barnette


To KristvLona


Subject Re TED package
Date Tuesday March 29 2011 10643 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Nope Dennis and I didnt see the email DB has been out though Thanks


KristyLong wrote
Thank for the clarification Mike


Ugh did no one get my email last week I sent a message to all
the ARAB that the whole list was approved


On3292011 101 PM Michael Barnette wrote
Sorry I thought the7a27dmemo would have been drafted by
now but for some reason that process is dragging on Without that
my package wont clear GC Seeing that today is my last day in the
office TED inspection and Cheryls is Friday May is likely the
earliest it will pop out of here unless David can get another
attorney to review the package probably not likely though


Probably tired of getting asked this but have you heard anything
about San Diego


Thanks
Mike


KristyLong wrote
Okay thanks


On3292011 1244 PM Michael Barnette wrote
Unfortunately the reinitiation of the shrimp bi op has presented a
conflict that has delayed my package Cheryl leaves for 3 weeks AL
on Friday so its looking like we are screwed until May


Michael C Barnette


On Mar 29 2011 at 1239 PM KristyLong KristyLongnoaagov
wrote


Hi Mike
Are we on track to have it up here by4411 Thanks
kristy
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From Michael Barnette


To Jennifer Lee


Subject Fwd Re Fwd Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Tuesday March 29 201130809 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


SORRY


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Tue 29 Mar 2011 113027 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov kim amendola
kimamendola@noaagov Karrie Carnes KarrieCarnes@noaagov David


Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Phil


Steele PhilSteele@noaagov Steve Branstetter


SteveBranstetter@noaagov Barbara Schroeder
BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov John


Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov
Robert D Stevens RobertDStevens@noaagov
References 4D90ED118020108@noaagov 4D91D6863080301 @noaagov


Hi Roy


This morning I talked to Dale Diaz and Traci Floyd at MS DMR who are
obviously aware of the situation They dispatched a LE patrol vessel
last night to survey MS Sound and found only one vessel working which
was in compliance with TED requirements They are planning additional
overflights and patrols in the next few days Due to warm water
temperatures the crab trawl fishery south of Cat Island is not active
This jives with what we already learned yesterday No red tide or other
anomalies reported


MS DMR is concerned about this issue and made a request that IMMS be
allowed to work up several turtles stored at that facility to
potentially gain information on cause of death I have talked to
Barbara Schroeder and she is going to discuss this issue with MS DMR
Barbara did say they have initial information from one freshly dead
turtle satellite tagged turtle Squirt that indicated it was healthy
and robust at the time of death potentially implicating forced
submergence We are trying to see if the satellite telemetry data from
that turtle can provide any useful information


I also called Marty Bourgeois at LA DWF He said LA did extend the
shrimp season in the Breton and Chandeleur Sound area and there was a
fair amount of effort in that area they dont have any detailed
information on effort though I encouraged him to request any type of
monitoring he could muster to assess fishery activity due to the
possibility strandings may continue to occur


Because this fishing activity is really the only thing we have to
scrutinize at this point I put a call into Pascagoula and they said the
gear monitoring team GMT boat is ready to roll I called Tracy Dunn







and left a voicemail with him passing on information on the GMT boats
availability and the possibility of getting LE resources out there with
them on short notice Pascagoula has not done too much work in the
Breton and Chandeleur Sound area so they are looking forward to getting
out there to see what they find hopefully before this hits the press
and boats adjust in response if this is indeed fishery related


Apparently there are also a few turtles now being reported in Baldwin
County Alabama I will try to get more information on these
strandings but I was told there is no effort in that area at this time


More to come


Cheers
Mike


Roy Crabtree wrote
Thanks let me know what you find out


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Roy


As an FYI it seems we are looking at another pulse of turtle
strandings in the Mississippi Sound area see below for detailed
information Considering we had 10 strandings yesterday there is
understandable concern this pulse may continue over the next few
days Given the recent stories about dolphin mortalities and DWH
and that David and Bob are currently out of the office I wanted to
bring this to your attention ASAP if you were not aware of it already
as the press may pick up on it soon


I contacted Pascagoula and it appears there is very low fishery
activity off Mississippi inside waters have been closed for a while
and offshore activity appears low too a vessel under SEFSC contract
had to head down to the MS River to find any shrimp to conduct TED
tests There have been no bunker boats working off MS so far this
year Still gathering more information


I have called Dale Diaz at MS DMR to inform him of the situation and


see what he may be hearing on his end however I got his voice
mail Will follow up ASAP


I will keep you informed of any updates or developments


Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Mon 28 Mar 2011 141207 0400
From Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov
To Bob Hoffman BobHoffman@noaagov Jennifer Lee


JenniferLee@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov
CC sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperlynoaagovBarbara Schroeder







BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov Michael


Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagovDennis Klemm
DennisKlemmnoaagovLisa Beskis LisaBelskis@noaagov


Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a 535


cm curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one


was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a
chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely
be attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323 5
on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a satellite
tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the Seaturtleorg
IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer trawls
Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check the area
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From Alexis Gutierrez


To Michael Barnette John Mitchell Robert D Stevens


Subject Helen heard at F Video


Date Tuesday March 29 201135316 PM


That John Oliver is ready to pull the trigger on the PRET teams and get
folks on the water JohnDale have you heard anything Thanks A







From Alexis Gutierrez


To John Mitchell Michael Barnette Barbara Schroeder


Subject Can you please send a copy of the plan that you worked up with Tracey
Date Wednesday April 13 2011 23409 PM


Hi John
Can you please send us a final copy of the plan that you worked up


with Tracey for OLE and GMT visits in the Southeast Thanks Alexis







From JohnMitchellnanoaaaov


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc Michael Barnette Barbara Schroeder


Subject Re Can you please send a copy of the plan that you worked up with Tracey
Date Wednesday April 13 2011 32046 PM


Alexis Im working from home today and dont have access to the file Can I shoot
it to you in the morning


PS Just spoke to Tracy and he called my email of last night scathing Sorry he
felt that way


No committment from him on OLE particpation with the GMT tomorrow either


JM


Original Message


From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Date Wednesday April 13 2011 134 pm


Subject Can you please send a copy of the plan that you worked up with Tracey


Hi John
Can you please send us a final copy of the plan that you worked
up


with Tracey for OLE and GMT visits in the Southeast Thanks Alexis







From John Mitchell


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc michaelbarnetteftoaaaov


Subject Re Can you please send a copy of the plan that you worked up with Tracey
Date Thursday April 14 2011 94951 AM
Attachments PROPOSED 2011 TED OUTREACH AND COMPLIANCE INSPECTION PLANdocx


JohnMitchellvcf


Good morning West Coast people Attached is the GMT schedule as
requested JM


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Thanks Tomorrow would be fine We will keep working on this today A


From John Mitchell @noaagovmailtoJohnMitchellnanoaaaov
Sent Wednesday April 13 2011 0320 PM
To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
Cc Michael Barnette MichaelBarnettenoaagovBarbara Schroeder
BarbaraSchroedernoaagov
Subject Re Can you please send a copy of the plan that you worked
up with Tracey


Alexis Im working from home today and dont have access to the
file Can I shoot it to you in the morning


PS Just spoke to Tracy and he called my email of last night
scathing Sorry he felt that way


No committment from him on OLE particpation with the GMT tomorrow
either


JM


Original Message


From Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Date
Wednesday April 13 2011 134 pm Subject Can you please send a
copy of the plan that you worked up with Tracey Hi John


Can you please send us a final copy of the plan that you worked
up


with Tracey for OLE and GMT visits in the Southeast Thanks Alexis
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Subject Re Fwd RE Section 609 certification package for your reviewclearance
Date Wednesday April 20 2011 14544 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


agreed


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


If Dave Hogan cant come to the TEDs summit then I dont think we
should have it PC Part of the problem is the flip flop between FSOes
Thoughts A


Original Message
Subject RE Section 609 certification package for your reviewclearance
Date Wed 20 Apr 2011 131658 0400
From Menard Marlene M MenardMMstategov
To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierreznoaagovMichael Barnette
MichaelBarnette@noaagov Jack H Forrester JackHForrester@noaagov
CC Hogan David F OES HoganDF@stategov


Hi all


Thanks again for your comments on the language we circulated Dave and
I have talked over your comments and Ive incorporated some of the
drafting suggestions as well I wanted to follow up with you to
provide you with some additional detail on Daves and my thinking on
the steps to take with regard to Panama Guatemala and Honduras


The circumstances we are facing in those countries while not entirely
the same between and among them are similar in that they represent a
decline in performance for countries that have been participating in
the Section 609 program and in other programs like the CAFTADR
capacity building projects for some time and have been the recipient
in some form or another of significant US resources and attention
as Alexis referenced In the past we have had grounds to withdraw
certification for each of these countries in some cases more than
once Under Section 609 we continue to retain the authority to
withdraw or withhold certification when it is warranted at any time
but recently it seems that the most effective way to accomplish both
our short and long term goals and to accomplish them in a manner
that produces consistent outcomes from the certification process
within the State Department is to follow the model that worked
successfully for us in the Mexico case last year


In that case we had two verification visits that led to
decertification The first identified the deficiencies and provided
the basis for the technical recommendations we provided to the
Government of Mexico as well as the admonition that if the
deficiencies were not corrected and the recommendations largely
adopted or taken into account in Mexicos efforts to address their
problems we would not be in a position to maintain certification
Subsequent to the first visit the certification was recommended and
then the next verification visit produced the findings that served as
the basis to withdraw certification In that case we were able to very
effectively outline for the regional bureau Mexico desk and the







Under Secretary the sequence of events that demonstrated that the
deficiencies were identified the technical advice was provided a
clear expectation was generated in terms of future certification and
the followup documented the Mexican governmentsfailure to correct
the problems within a reasonable timeline These circumstances were
central to the positive consideration of embargoing Mexico and
resulted in the decision that we all agreed was necessary and timely
It also provided an opportunity to set the bar pretty high in terms of
conditions for recertification


It is that model which we are proposing for these three countries We
are taking the opportunity in the certification package for 2011 to
identify to the decision maker and the associated policy offices that
we have serious concerns with these countries based on our most recent


visits and that we have identified the problems and communicated to
the governments that we expect corrections or a recommendation to
withdraw certification will be the immediate next step We will also
be or already have been explicit on this course of action with the
country desks and the embassies as we have learned over the years
most recently in the Mexico case that the degree to which we have a
consensus between and among the relevant offices in addition to the
technical and legal position of the OES Bureau and NOM Fisheries is
a very good indicator as to the degree to which we will see a
successful outcome to a strong recommendation to embargo a country on
the merits of our recommendation


We take very seriously the point that you have made on timing On
balance though being in a position to have as strong a
recommendation as possible to de certify within the next several
months if necessary and to use that as a basis to establish very
strong conditions on which recertification depends hopefully will
have a significant long term effect on performance by the countries in
question an outcome I hope you agree is worth considering as having
some merit relative to the short term impact of certification in the
interim until we return to those countries


Of course this isnt a guarantee Dave explained to me the
repetition of decertification of Honduras many years back which at
one point led to an embargo of a year or so My hope is that with the
points weve made to them and the other countries the formal
followup with the descriptions of the corrections we expect and the
request that the countries provide an action plan as to how they will
be making the corrections we can both signal that they had better take
this seriously and also establish for the certification process that
weve provided the notice and advice and will be reviewing their
certification status in that context during the next verification
visit and will not be recommending continuation of certification
untilunless the problems are solved and not just cosmetically


Anyway thats the plan and in addition to talking it over with Dave
H the two of us have discussed it with our bosses and they have
agreed with this plan as the best way to proceed to develop a strong
platform to recommend decertification if it comes to that based on
the next visits I can definitely confirm to you that they are all
taking this very seriously and are prepared to argue strongly for
instituting an embargo if these three countries dont get their acts
together Weve also talked over the Pakistan game plan 9 Team
Pakistan is a State Department internal term used to represent the
embassy and consulates in Pakistan and I have made them aware that we
will be reviewing the non TEDs certifications as well We can maybe







talk about how we will be tackling that at the meeting in Panama City
Dave wont be able to attend as he will be just back from paternity
leave and also preparing for the IATTC meetings at the end of June
and he tells me that aside from missing the chance to see all of you
he will also miss the chance to earn his Marriott points while golfing


I look forward to continuing to working with all of you and to a
productive year ahead on TEDs issues


Sincerely


Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827


SBU


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Alexis Gutierrez mailtoAlexisGutierrezCahnoaaaov
Sent Wednesday April 20 2011 1246 PM
To Menard Marlene M Hogan David F OES Michael Barnette Jack
H Forrester


Subject Re Section 609 certification package for your reviewclearance


Hi Marlene and Dave
Thanks for the opportunity to comment A few thoughts are below
Appreciate your efforts Cheers A


1 Certification to Congress page 2 point a references that


skimmer trawlers do not pose a threat to turtles We appreciate this
is taken verbatim from NMFS regulations However we have significant
data that skimmer trawlers do pose a threat to turtles and have been
evaluating how and when to implement additional regulations These
regulations could come in the form of an emergency closure an
emergency rule to require TEDs and a permanent requirement to use TEDs
within the next 2 12 months It is likely that if we as an agency
dont do something shortly that there will be outside pressure forcing
some type of change This will have implications for the Sec 609 program


2 With respect to the certification of Guatemala Honduras and
Panama we are disappointed even in light of our own domestic
challenges that these fisheries are being recertified There have
been significant financial and human resources spent on training in
these countries in the last five years by USAID DOS and NOAA This
makes their lack of compliance even more disturbing We have spent
more time and effort working with those countries than we have with
some of own Gulf states Thus we would like to know how when and
with whom the Action Plans referenced will additional information


section will be developed With respect to Team Pakistan referenced
in Tab 2 we would like to know what that is







As we have discussed at the last two TEDs summits we believe that the
cold water fisheries and small scale fisheries need to be


reevaluated We think in particular China has a large number of
exports to the United States of shrimp and several sea turtle species
in their waters We are happy to help State develop a targeted list of
countries to include in next seasons schedule


In summary we recognize this is State Departmentsprogram but the
consistent staffing and manpower for this program has for a number of
years come from NMFS We therefore reiterate our concerns about the
certification of Guatemala Honduras and Panama and would like to have
a copies of the Action Plans to see how State will help these
countries address their significant deficiencies


On4182011 205 PM Menard Marlene M wrote


Dear all


Attached for your clearance is an Action Memo for Under Secretary
Hormats E from Assistant Secretary Jones OES recommending the
certification to Congress of 39 countries and one economy under Public
Law 101 162 Section 609 Please submit commentsclearance to me by
noon Wednesday April 20


Attachments


Action Memo for Under Secretary Hormats E


Tab 1 Certification to Congress


Tab 2 Additional Analysis


Tab 3 Section 609 and Revised Guidelines for Certification


note in two parts


Tab 4 50 CFR 222101 and 50 CFR 223205207


note in four parts


Tab 5 Form DS 2031


Tab 6 Transmittal Letters to Congress


Summary Certified countries are permitted under US federal law to
export wildcaught shrimp to the United States


Non certified countries may import shrimp to the United States
provided that a government official of the harvesting nation certifies
on the DS2031 that the shrimp was harvested in a manner not harmful
to sea turtles A substantial amount of aquaculture and
artisanal produced product enters the US stream of commerce in this
manner


The following are the three ways to qualify for certification and the
countries that are recommended for certification under each basis


The harvesting nations have regulatory programs requiring and
enforcing the use of turtle excluder devices TEDs to prevent the







accidental drowning of sea turtles in shrimp trawls


Colombia


Ecuador


El Salvador


Guatemala


Guyana


Honduras


Madagascar


Mexico


Nicaragua


Nigeria


Pakistan


Panama


Suriname


Note Information specific to Guatemala Honduras Panama and Pakistan
contained at Tab 2 pp 4 5


The harvesting nations shrimp fishing environments do not pose a
threat to sea turtles namely their shrimp fisheries are located only
in cold waters where the risk of taking sea turtles is negligible


Argentina


Belgium


Canada


Chile


Denmark


Finland


Germany


Iceland


Ireland


The Netherlands


New Zealand


Norway


Russia







Sweden


The United Kingdom


Uruguay


The harvesting nations and one economy Hong Kong harvest shrimp
using manual rather than mechanical means or use other shrimp fishing
methods not harmful to sea turtles


The Bahamas


Belize


China


The Dominican Republic


Fiji


Hong Kong


Jamaica


Oman


Peru


Sri Lanka


Venezuela


Note Australia Brazil and France are not and in the past have not
been included in the recommendation for certification Non certified
countries may however export shrimp to the United States provided
that a government official of the harvesting nation certifies on State
Department form DS 2031 that the shrimp was harvested in a manner not
harmful to sea turtles Provisions of the Departmentsguidelines
allow the export to the United States of shrimp from countries not
otherwise certified provided that the Department previously
determines that such shrimp is harvested in a manner not harmful to
sea turtles and those governments have in place enforcement and catch
segregation systems with individual shipment certifications The Under
Secretary E determined in previous decision memos that the following
specific fisheries of Australia Brazil and France qualify under this
exception see Tab 2 p 5


Australia Exmouth Gulf Prawn Fishery Northern Prawn Fishery
Queensland East Coast Trawl Fishery and Torres Strait Prawn Fishery
Spencer Gulf Region approved separately because shrimp fishery located
only in cold waters


Brazil Northern Shrimp Fishery only


France French Guiana domestic shrimp trawl fishery only


Thanks


Marlene







Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


SBU


This email is UNCLASSIFIED
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell Jack H Forrester
Cc Alexis Gutierrez Robert Hoffman David Bernhart


Subject Section 609 program getting on the same page
Date Wednesday April 20 2011 20459 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


JohnJack
I think we need to discuss the future of the Section 609 program and how
we can get on the same page in regards to an agency position and
relating that position to DOS I dont think we have any issue in
regards to determining comparability but in how we effectively deliver
that message to DOS
I know we have significant concerns in regards to our own shrimp
fisheries here at home but I thought we all had an understanding on how
we would conduct foreign inspections and determine comparability I
have heard Jack voice his displeasure numerous times regarding DOS
ignoring our conclusions in the past But I thought we discussed this
with Dave Hogan in Panama City last year and stated that we would
defend our conclusions unlike in the past where we were simply
overruled Yet now it seems we dont want to take a strong stance on
our comparability conclusions and allow at best misleading or at
worst false conclusions to be stated as fact which I think damages
our agencys credibility
I personally think the foreign TED inspection program is potentially a
great avenue to further sea turtle protection But right now I
seriously question the effectiveness of the program when we have at
least one country that demonstrates no commitment to
possessingmaintaining an effective program Guatemala and another
program that currently has no component outside of an abstract TED
requirement and also exhibits signs of significant cheating Honduras


both of which are being recommended for certification
Perhaps we can discuss this prior to the PC meeting with DOS
Respectfully
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Cc Alexis Gutierrez Jack H Forrester Hoaan David F OES John Mitchell David Bernhart


Subject Re Section 609 certification package for your reviewclearance
Date Wednesday April 20 2011 24133 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Marlene


If it is not already abundantly clear I disagree with this approach in
regards to Honduras and Guatemala It worked for Mexico because thats
what was necessary for Mexico One model will not work appropriately for
all situations or is even necessary for all situations
I understand that Dave will likely be in the weeds upon his return from
his family expansion activities congrats in advance so perhaps we
can reschedule Given the issues it would be beneficial to have all
program participants available I know my boss would appreciate Daves
participation
FWIW we are planning a meeting between our Regional Administrator with
shrimp fishery representatives to discuss some of the issues within the
fishery which will likely be held at PC during TED testing I will need
to check to see if its appropriate but this may be a good opportunity
to sit in and get some domestic perspective as well as relate to
industry how the status of the domestic fishery can affect our foreign
efforts


Mike


Menard Marlene M wrote


Hi all


Thanks again for your comments on the language we circulated Dave and
I have talked over your comments and Ive incorporated some of the
drafting suggestions as well I wanted to follow up with you to
provide you with some additional detail on Daves and my thinking on
the steps to take with regard to Panama Guatemala and Honduras


The circumstances we are facing in those countries while not entirely
the same between and among them are similar in that they represent a
decline in performance for countries that have been participating in
the Section 609 program and in other programs like the CAFTADR
capacity building projects for some time and have been the recipient
in some form or another of significant US resources and attention
as Alexis referenced In the past we have had grounds to withdraw
certification for each of these countries in some cases more than
once Under Section 609 we continue to retain the authority to
withdraw or withhold certification when it is warranted at any time
but recently it seems that the most effective way to accomplish both
our short and long term goals and to accomplish them in a manner
that produces consistent outcomes from the certification process
within the State Department is to follow the model that worked
successfully for us in the Mexico case last year


In that case we had two verification visits that led to
decertification The first identified the deficiencies and provided
the basis for the technical recommendations we provided to the
Government of Mexico as well as the admonition that if the
deficiencies were not corrected and the recommendations largely
adopted or taken into account in Mexicos efforts to address their







problems we would not be in a position to maintain certification
Subsequent to the first visit the certification was recommended and
then the next verification visit produced the findings that served as
the basis to withdraw certification In that case we were able to very
effectively outline for the regional bureau Mexico desk and the
Under Secretary the sequence of events that demonstrated that the
deficiencies were identified the technical advice was provided a
clear expectation was generated in terms of future certification and
the followup documented the Mexican governmentsfailure to correct
the problems within a reasonable timeline These circumstances were
central to the positive consideration of embargoing Mexico and
resulted in the decision that we all agreed was necessary and timely
It also provided an opportunity to set the bar pretty high in terms of
conditions for recertification


It is that model which we are proposing for these three countries We
are taking the opportunity in the certification package for 2011 to
identify to the decision maker and the associated policy offices that
we have serious concerns with these countries based on our most recent


visits and that we have identified the problems and communicated to
the governments that we expect corrections or a recommendation to
withdraw certification will be the immediate next step We will also
be or already have been explicit on this course of action with the
country desks and the embassies as we have learned over the years
most recently in the Mexico case that the degree to which we have a
consensus between and among the relevant offices in addition to the
technical and legal position of the OES Bureau and NOM Fisheries is
a very good indicator as to the degree to which we will see a
successful outcome to a strong recommendation to embargo a country on
the merits of our recommendation


We take very seriously the point that you have made on timing On
balance though being in a position to have as strong a
recommendation as possible to de certify within the next several
months if necessary and to use that as a basis to establish very
strong conditions on which recertification depends hopefully will
have a significant long term effect on performance by the countries in
question an outcome I hope you agree is worth considering as having
some merit relative to the short term impact of certification in the
interim until we return to those countries


Of course this isnt a guarantee Dave explained to me the
repetition of decertification of Honduras many years back which at
one point led to an embargo of a year or so My hope is that with the
points weve made to them and the other countries the formal
followup with the descriptions of the corrections we expect and the
request that the countries provide an action plan as to how they will
be making the corrections we can both signal that they had better take
this seriously and also establish for the certification process that
weve provided the notice and advice and will be reviewing their
certification status in that context during the next verification
visit and will not be recommending continuation of certification
untilunless the problems are solved and not just cosmetically


Anyway thats the plan and in addition to talking it over with Dave
H the two of us have discussed it with our bosses and they have
agreed with this plan as the best way to proceed to develop a strong
platform to recommend decertification if it comes to that based on
the next visits I can definitely confirm to you that they are all
taking this very seriously and are prepared to argue strongly for







instituting an embargo if these three countries dont get their acts
together Weve also talked over the Pakistan game plan 9 Team
Pakistan is a State Department internal term used to represent the
embassy and consulates in Pakistan and I have made them aware that we
will be reviewing the non TEDs certifications as well We can maybe
talk about how we will be tackling that at the meeting in Panama City
Dave wont be able to attend as he will be just back from paternity
leave and also preparing for the IATTC meetings at the end of June
and he tells me that aside from missing the chance to see all of you
he will also miss the chance to earn his Marriott points while golfing


I look forward to continuing to working with all of you and to a
productive year ahead on TEDs issues


Sincerely


Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827


SBU


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


From Alexis Gutierrez mailtoAlexisGutierrezlahnoaaaov
Sent Wednesday April 20 2011 1246 PM
To Menard Marlene M Hogan David F OES Michael Barnette Jack
H Forrester


Subject Re Section 609 certification package for your reviewclearance


Hi Marlene and Dave
Thanks for the opportunity to comment A few thoughts are below
Appreciate your efforts Cheers A


1 Certification to Congress page 2 point a references that


skimmer trawlers do not pose a threat to turtles We appreciate this
is taken verbatim from NMFS regulations However we have significant
data that skimmer trawlers do pose a threat to turtles and have been
evaluating how and when to implement additional regulations These
regulations could come in the form of an emergency closure an
emergency rule to require TEDs and a permanent requirement to use TEDs
within the next 2 12 months It is likely that if we as an agency
dont do something shortly that there will be outside pressure forcing
some type of change This will have implications for the Sec 609 program


2 With respect to the certification of Guatemala Honduras and
Panama we are disappointed even in light of our own domestic
challenges that these fisheries are being recertified There have
been significant financial and human resources spent on training in
these countries in the last five years by USAID DOS and NOM This
makes their lack of compliance even more disturbing We have spent
more time and effort working with those countries than we have with







some of own Gulf states Thus we would like to know how when and
with whom the Action Plans referenced will additional information


section will be developed With respect to Team Pakistan referenced
in Tab 2 we would like to know what that is


As we have discussed at the last two TEDs summits we believe that the
cold water fisheries and small scale fisheries need to be


reevaluated We think in particular China has a large number of
exports to the United States of shrimp and several sea turtle species
in their waters We are happy to help State develop a targeted list of
countries to include in next seasons schedule


In summary we recognize this is State Departmentsprogram but the
consistent staffing and manpower for this program has for a number of
years come from NMFS We therefore reiterate our concerns about the
certification of Guatemala Honduras and Panama and would like to have
a copies of the Action Plans to see how State will help these
countries address their significant deficiencies


On4182011 205 PM Menard Marlene M wrote


Dear all


Attached for your clearance is an Action Memo for Under Secretary
Hormats E from Assistant Secretary Jones OES recommending the
certification to Congress of 39 countries and one economy under Public
Law 101 162 Section 609 Please submit commentsclearance to me by
noon Wednesday April 20


Attachments


Action Memo for Under Secretary Hormats E


Tab 1 Certification to Congress


Tab 2 Additional Analysis


Tab 3 Section 609 and Revised Guidelines for Certification


note in two parts


Tab 4 50 CFR 222101 and 50 CFR 223205207


note in four parts


Tab 5 Form DS 2031


Tab 6 Transmittal Letters to Congress


Summary Certified countries are permitted under US federal law to
export wildcaught shrimp to the United States


Non certified countries may import shrimp to the United States
provided that a government official of the harvesting nation certifies
on the DS 2031 that the shrimp was harvested in a manner not harmful
to sea turtles A substantial amount of aquaculture and
artisanal produced product enters the US stream of commerce in this
manner







The following are the three ways to qualify for certification and the
countries that are recommended for certification under each basis


The harvesting nations have regulatory programs requiring and
enforcing the use of turtle excluder devices TEDs to prevent the
accidental drowning of sea turtles in shrimp trawls


Colombia


Ecuador


El Salvador


Guatemala


Guyana


Honduras


Madagascar


Mexico


Nicaragua


Nigeria


Pakistan


Panama


Suriname


Note Information specific to Guatemala Honduras Panama and Pakistan
contained at Tab 2 pp 4 5


The harvesting nations shrimp fishing environments do not pose a
threat to sea turtles namely their shrimp fisheries are located only
in cold waters where the risk of taking sea turtles is negligible


Argentina


Belgium


Canada


Chile


Denmark


Finland


Germany


Iceland


Ireland


The Netherlands







New Zealand


Norway


Russia


Sweden


The United Kingdom


Uruguay


The harvesting nations and one economy Hong Kong harvest shrimp
using manual rather than mechanical means or use other shrimp fishing
methods not harmful to sea turtles


The Bahamas


Belize


China


The Dominican Republic


Fiji


Hong Kong


Jamaica


Oman


Peru


Sri Lanka


Venezuela


Note Australia Brazil and France are not and in the past have not
been included in the recommendation for certification Non certified
countries may however export shrimp to the United States provided
that a government official of the harvesting nation certifies on State
Department form DS 2031 that the shrimp was harvested in a manner not
harmful to sea turtles Provisions of the Departmentsguidelines
allow the export to the United States of shrimp from countries not
otherwise certified provided that the Department previously
determines that such shrimp is harvested in a manner not harmful to
sea turtles and those governments have in place enforcement and catch
segregation systems with individual shipment certifications The Under
Secretary E determined in previous decision memos that the following
specific fisheries of Australia Brazil and France qualify under this
exception see Tab 2 p 5


Australia Exmouth Gulf Prawn Fishery Northern Prawn Fishery
Queensland East Coast Trawl Fishery and Torres Strait Prawn Fishery
Spencer Gulf Region approved separately because shrimp fishery located
only in cold waters


Brazil Northern Shrimp Fishery only







France French Guiana domestic shrimp trawl fishery only


Thanks


Marlene


Marlene M Menard


Office of Marine Conservation OESOMC


US Department of State


Washington DC


Tel 202 647 5827


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


SBU


This email is UNCLASSIFIED







beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard


file ClDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertMichael Barnette 236vcf1528201141824 PM







From Michael Barnette


To Jack Forrester


Subject Re Section 609 program getting on the same page
Date Wednesday April 20 2011 33100 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Jack


I dont think we disagreed in regards to conclusion which I stated in
the email below I do think we have a disconnect in regards to how we
position ourselves with our conclusions I love ya man but I was very
disappointed in your email I called you and you agreed that Honduras
and Guatemala were not comparable I drafted an email which you were
cced on and solicited input from others so we could deliver a
single unified message to DOS I originally included Pakistan in the
list but after input from Mitchell and conversations with Pilcher in
San Diego I backed off that opinion Again to deliver a single NOAA
position on these issues
Then I get surprised with your email response In my opinion and
others you took out the legs from under me and weakened our agency
position Because you did not want to upset Dave and DOS We dont
work for DOS I have heard you bitch about DOS ignoring our
conclusions With your email response you are doing little to prevent
that from happening again Would it have changed things Probably
not But we would have a stronger agency record of our position
To be clear its not what you said or that I think you are soft like
you thought in another email I simply think the timing of your email
was bush league and I believe it undermined my effectiveness in this
program If you were thinking what you were you should have given me a
headsup before I posted that email
I am being totally honest with you because I would like to think we have
a great working relationship and friendship I want to move past this
Mike


Jack Forrester wrote


Mike if you think my message was disagreeing with your you have a
problem I talked with Alexis and she did not see it that way and you
can read in here statement to State which includes my thoughts
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


JohnJack
I think we need to discuss the future of the Section 609 program and
how we can get on the same page in regards to an agency position and
relating that position to DOS I dont think we have any issue in
regards to determining comparability but in how we effectively
deliver that message to DOS I know we have significant concerns in
regards to our own shrimp fisheries here at home but I thought we
all had an understanding on how we would conduct foreign inspections
and determine comparability I have heard Jack voice his displeasure
numerous times regarding DOS ignoring our conclusions in the past
But I thought we discussed this with Dave Hogan in Panama City last
year and stated that we would defend our conclusions unlike in the
past where we were simply overruled Yet now it seems we dont want
to take a strong stance on our comparability conclusions and allow
at best misleading or at worst false conclusions to be stated as
fact which I think damages our agencys credibility I personally
think the foreign TED inspection program is potentially a great
avenue to further sea turtle protection But right now I seriously







question the effectiveness of the program when we have at least one
country that demonstrates no commitment to possessing maintaining an
effective program Guatemala and another program that currently has
no component outside of an abstract TED requirement and also exhibits
signs of significant cheating Honduras both of which are being
recommended for certification


Perhaps we can discuss this prior to the PC meeting with DOS
Respectfully
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Heather Blouah


Cc Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Wednesday April 20 2011 34400 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Yes I got it a couple hours ago I have been out of the office the past
2 weeks I will work on a response and have it under review early next
week I can get it done by EOW if I can skip the EEO training tomorrow
We also have control SER11 039 about the same issue and can likely use
the same response for both


Should we discuss the option of drafting an emergency rule to shut down
the shrimp fishery given a predetermined threshold of turtle strandings
is breached With fewer vessels tied up by BP and if we have the same
abundance of turtles in nearshore waters we could be facing a
significant stranding event once shrimp season gets rolling


Heather Blough wrote


Original Message
Subject Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 162758 0400
From Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Lauren B Lugo
LaurenBLugo@noaagov JeremyRusin@noaagov


David I need your assistance to get this control responded to by May
3 We just cant get extensions of the length that Dennis requests
Furthermore TIRN has called both Jim and me repeatedly and cornered
Barbara at the Sea Turtle Symposium about when they will get a
response to their petition I know this isnt simple and Im sure
that PR2 staff can assist but if Dennis cant do this we need
assistance from someone else in SERO


Thanks Helen


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 151037 0400
From Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov
To Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
CC Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov Frances Pflieger
FrancesPflieger@noaagov Lindsay Fullenkamp
LindsayFullenkamp@noaagov Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov
Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Helen







Please help manage this controlled correspondence so that Eric can
have a response for his signature within the next 2 weeks nit May 3
This control was assigned to PR almost 2 weeks ago
Let me know if we need to discuss


Thanks
Becky


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 143550 0400
From Frances Pflieger FrancesPfliegernoaagov
To Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov


Hi Becky Please see below The incoming was controlled here in NMFS so
we have some flexibility but this would delay the response at least a
month due to staffing issues and communication problems in PR Please
advise Thanks


Fran


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 141949 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Frances Pflieger FrancesPfliegernoaagov


Fran Please see below May we have an extension on this control


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 131928 0400
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemmnoaagov
To Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimikonoaagov


Hello


I was just sent the below email and was notified that it is a controlled
correspondence Apparently today is already the response due date Trawl
fisheries of the area are currently being investigated there are
efforts by NMFS SEFSC and SER law enforcement and the states and
additional information will be necessary prior to being able to take
such actions if warranted requested by Turtle Island Additionally
with workload and travel issues I will be on travel for two weeks
starting next week and was on travel all of last week we will need
substantial additional time on the order of a few weeks to draft the
response If possible I would see if I could have the letter assigned to
someone else in my office to draft it since I will be out for those two
weeks but given everyonesworkload issues that is not likely Would we
be able to get an extension preferably to the 19th of May about a
month but no earlier than the 13th


Thanks







Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 130027 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov


Original Message
Subject Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 125916 0400
From Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Bob Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov
CC Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Hi Guys
See below do you want to draft this
Barbara


Original Message
Subject ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 120647 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagovJeremy Rusin
JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAli@noaagov


A please see attached control regarding sea turtle deaths in the gulf
of Mexico A response from AA Schwaab is due on April 18 2010 Thanks


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 3017134060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov







Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 3017134060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Fran Pflieger
WriterEditor
NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


SSMC3 Room 14322
3017131364 x179


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOM Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108
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From Michael Barnette


To Jack Forrester


Subject Re Section 609 program getting on the same page
Date Wednesday April 20 2011 35431 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Good to know


Just because I disagree does not mean its personal I simply want to
represent our agencys position I also dont want to be wasting our
resources or our time with an ineffective program


Jack Forrester wrote


Mike I want to move past this also but maybe you are not seeing what I
was trying to do and that is let them know that this is not personnel
which I think your email is indicating in some way I think we new
this was going to be States decision before it was official


Michael Barnette wrote


Jack


I dont think we disagreed in regards to conclusion which I stated
in the email below I do think we have a disconnect in regards to
how we position ourselves with our conclusions I love ya man but I
was very disappointed in your email I called you and you agreed
that Honduras and Guatemala were not comparable I drafted an email


which you were cced on and solicited input from others so we
could deliver a single unified message to DOS I originally
included Pakistan in the list but after input from Mitchell and
conversations with Pitcher in San Diego I backed off that opinion
Again to deliver a single NOAA position on these issues Then I get
surprised with your email response In my opinion and others you
took out the legs from under me and weakened our agency position
Because you did not want to upset Dave and DOS We dont work for
DOS I have heard you bitch about DOS ignoring our conclusions
With your email response you are doing little to prevent that from
happening again Would it have changed things Probably not But
we would have a stronger agency record of our position To be clear
its not what you said or that I think you are soft like you thought
in another email I simply think the timing of your email was bush
league and I believe it undermined my effectiveness in this program
If you were thinking what you were you should have given me a
headsup before I posted that email
I am being totally honest with you because I would like to think we
have a great working relationship and friendship I want to move
past this
Mike


Jack Forrester wrote


Mike if you think my message was disagreeing with your you have a
problem I talked with Alexis and she did not see it that way and you
can read in here statement to State which includes my thoughts
Jack


Michael Barnette wrote


JohnJack
I think we need to discuss the future of the Section 609 program
and how we can get on the same page in regards to an agency
position and relating that position to DOS I dont think we have







any issue in regards to determining comparability but in how we
effectively deliver that message to DOS I know we have significant
concerns in regards to our own shrimp fisheries here at home but I
thought we all had an understanding on how we would conduct foreign
inspections and determine comparability I have heard Jack voice
his displeasure numerous times regarding DOS ignoring our
conclusions in the past But I thought we discussed this with Dave
Hogan in Panama City last year and stated that we would defend our
conclusions unlike in the past where we were simply overruled
Yet now it seems we dont want to take a strong stance on our
comparability conclusions and allow at best misleading or at
worst false conclusions to be stated as fact which I think
damages our agencys credibility I personally think the foreign
TED inspection program is potentially a great avenue to further sea
turtle protection But right now I seriously question the
effectiveness of the program when we have at least one country that
demonstrates no commitment to possessingmaintaining an effective
program Guatemala and another program that currently has no
component outside of an abstract TED requirement and also exhibits
signs of significant cheating Honduras both of which are being
recommended for certification


Perhaps we can discuss this prior to the PC meeting with DOS
Respectfully
Mike







beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard


file ClDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertMichael Barnette 239vcfl528201141824 PM







From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Cc Jack H Forrester Alexis Gutierrez Robert Hoffman David Bernhart


Subject Re Section 609 program getting on the same page
Date Wednesday April 20 2011 41236 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Sorry due to the deadline for the DOS package and the fact that many of
us were out and about in the field I thought the email I drafted and
solicited input on would be offered as our statement to DOS I regret
that I did not clearly indicate that was my intention Regardless I
did not receive any contrary positions with the exception of the
Pakistan issue which I edited out due to conversations with you and
Pilcher


John Mitchell wrote


Mike I have been following the discourse between you Jack
Marlene and Alexis on the final certification listing but assumed
that these emails were a prelude to a internal discussion amongst us
NMFS regarding our official recommendation If there were


disagreements between us an internal discussion would have tried to
work them out In short I thought we were going to have this talk
before developing a final statement to State JM


Michael Barnette wrote


JohnJack
I think we need to discuss the future of the Section 609 program and
how we can get on the same page in regards to an agency position and
relating that position to DOS I dont think we have any issue in
regards to determining comparability but in how we effectively
deliver that message to DOS I know we have significant concerns in
regards to our own shrimp fisheries here at home but I thought we
all had an understanding on how we would conduct foreign inspections
and determine comparability I have heard Jack voice his displeasure
numerous times regarding DOS ignoring our conclusions in the past
But I thought we discussed this with Dave Hogan in Panama City last
year and stated that we would defend our conclusions unlike in the
past where we were simply overruled Yet now it seems we dont want
to take a strong stance on our comparability conclusions and allow
at best misleading or at worst false conclusions to be stated as
fact which I think damages our agencys credibility I personally
think the foreign TED inspection program is potentially a great
avenue to further sea turtle protection But right now I seriously
question the effectiveness of the program when we have at least one
country that demonstrates no commitment to possessing maintaining an
effective program Guatemala and another program that currently has
no component outside of an abstract TED requirement and also exhibits
signs of significant cheating Honduras both of which are being
recommended for certification


Perhaps we can discuss this prior to the PC meeting with DOS
Respectfully
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Cc Jack H Forrester


Subject Re Flat bar allowance


Date Wednesday April 20 2011 45431 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Both Text from the final rule


C Steel or aluminum round oval or rectangular tubing with a minimum
outside diameter or width of 12 inch 127 cm and a minimum wall
thickness of 18 inch 032 cm also known as schedule 40 tubing
D Steel or aluminum flat bar with dimensions no less than 14 inch
064 cm in thickness by 112 inches 385 cm in depth For flat bar
less than 38 inch 095 cm in thickness a horizontal brace bar to
reinforce the deflector bars must be permanently attached to the frame
and the rear face of each of the deflector bars within 4 inches 102
cm of the midpoint of the TED frame The horizontal brace bar must be
constructed of approved material consistent with paragrapha1iof
this section The horizontal brace bar may be offset behind the
deflector bars using spacer bars not to exceed 5 inches 127 cm in
length and constructed of the same size or larger flat bar as the
deflector bars


However we have hit a snag due to the reinitiation of the shrimp
opinion so I am not sure when this will actually be published in the FR
and effective State enforcement has already been calling in regarding
to flat bar TEDs being used in the fishery I would not recommend
circulating any material until the rule is actually effective


Mike


John Mitchell wrote


Mike Jack I want to update some of our TED handouts particularly
allowable construction materials Are we allowing flat bar to be
either steel or aluminum or just aluminum Heres the CFR text


NMFS proposes to authorize the use of 1 4 inch 063 cm thick and
1 1 2 inch 38 cm deep flat bar and rectangular and oval pipe
meeting the current minimum dimensions cited at 50 CFR 223207a1
as construction materials


in currently approved TED grids


JM
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert Hoffman


Subject Barnette period accomplishments
Date Friday April 22 2011 111506 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Quick and dirty


Element Customer Service


I actively keep Section 7 AAs appraised of their consultations statuses
I strive to expedite clearance of packages that are time sensitive
eg LOAs and TED permits in many instances getting packages turned
around in a day as a result I have received emails of appreciation
from PIs and other individuals


I routinely respond to emails and voicemails promptly including when
I am out of the country


Element Section 7


I have been assigned four consultations during this period one was
completed well within the statutory time limit one was completed
outside of the time limit but required extensive negotiations with the
USN ultimately which were successful two others are pending the
receipt of additional information


Element Sea turtle protection and recovery
I have effectively worked with SEFSC to evaluate TED compliance


including conducting inspections in TX and FL and working with SEFSC on
additional efforts in MS and LA Near future planned evaluations
include trips to MS and NC


I have drafted reports outlining the findings of these evaluations
and strived to get more support and resources to improve compliance in
the shrimp fishery As a result of these reports and this work
enforcement has been ramped up in TX


I have worked with SEFSC to obtain additional enforcement resources to


focus on improving documented compliance issues within the fishery
I have monitored sea turtle strandings and communicatedworked with


HQ COE state partners USCG and OLE to respond accordingly
I am updating a rule package I previously drafted to require TEDs in


the skimmer trawl fishery
During the above efforts I have been available 247 by email and


phone including while out of the country In many instances I have
worked late in the evening and on weekends to respond to issues relating
to this element


Element Foreign TED inspection program
I have conducted numerous foreign inspection trips in support of this


element and have drafted and submitted all trip reports to DOS within 2
weeks of return


I have worked with SEFSC to explore the expansion of the program with
potential work to be conducted in Mauritania Gabon or Mozambique in
the coming months


I have worked to obtain TED regulations from all program countries
currently half are in house with plans to translate and have them
available on the 0 drive in the near future


I have spent countless hours working with DOS to schedule TED
inspection trips in several cases planning many details of the trips
myself usually a DOS responsibility







I worked to standardize and clarify comparability analysis in reports
I have worked with SEFSC to insure funding for their participation
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From Michael Barnette


To Michael Barnette


Subject turtle stranding control
Date Friday April 22 2011 34323 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


This is in reference to your May 31 2010 email regarding turtle
excluder device TED enforcement during the Texas shrimp season I
share your concern regarding both the elevated turtle strandings
reported in the Gulf of Mexico over the past few months and the
potential effort shift during the Texas opening due to the ongoing
Deepwater Horizon oil spill event Our Office of Law Enforcement has
increased their efforts in the Gulf of Mexico to insure vessels in the


shrimp fishery are complying with TED requirements This effort will
continue into the Texas shrimp season and throughout the year
Additionally we are coordinating our efforts with the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department and the US Coast Guard We expect this increased
enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp fishery to use and
effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and minimize sea turtle
mortality Should we observe a significant pulse in sea turtle
strandings that may be associated with the Texas shrimp season we will
determine the appropriate course of action to quickly and effectively
remedy the situation which may include a fishery closure if necessary
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From Michael Barnette


To Jennifer Lee


Subject Re Proposed TED Compliance Meeting With Industry Reps John and Glen
Date Monday April 25 2011 24432 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Do you happen to have email contact information for John and Glen
Thanks
Mike


David Bernhart wrote


Thanks Jenny
Mike and Bob will you please take the lead on figuring out the best
way to accommodate this request Roy told me he would like to make
the contact back with John and Glen when we have some followup idea
DB


Jennifer Lee wrote


FYI John Williams and Glen Delaney were here today to discuss several
shrimp fishery issues In discussing the on going section 7
consultation Roy noted that TED enforcement is an issue John and
Glen would like to meet with us to find out more specifics about
problems with TED compliance and Roy would like me follow up with
you all on making this happen sometime in March if possible Roy
noted having the meeting in Pascagoula instead of here would probably
be ideal if we could


Lets discuss maybe after tomorrowsstaff meeting if possible
Thanks
Jenny
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From Michael Barnette


To infoashrimoalliancecom


Subject Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Date Monday April 25 2011 25002 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi


I am trying to set up a meeting with industry representatives to discuss
issues within the fishery including TED compliance and enforcement
issues potentially in early June I am trying to track down John
Williams and Glenn Delaney in particular at the request of Roy
Crabtree Could you please forward this email to them
Many thanks
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To ardelanevaolcomiohnashrimoalliancecom
Bcc Heather Blouah


Subject Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Date Monday April 25 2011 30031 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi


Roy Crabtree asked that I contact you both to try and schedule a meeting
to discuss issues within the fishery including TED compliance and
enforcement issues We will be conducting our annual TED testing in
Panama City Florida in early June and will have staff from SEFSC and
SERO who work on shrimp fishery and TED issues together at that time
Is this a potential option for both of you If not when would be a
good time to get together
Many thanks
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Jennifer Lee


Subject Re Proposed TED Compliance Meeting With Industry Reps John and Glen
Date Monday April 25 2011 30128 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Thanks will do Trying to schedule a meeting in early June up in
Panama City during TED testing
Any updates on the reinitiation letter
Mike


Jennifer Lee wrote


Yes and


Please keep me in the loop with any shrimp related stuff thanks


Michael Barnette wrote


Do you happen to have email contact information for John and Glen
Thanks
Mike


David Bernhart wrote


Thanks Jenny
Mike and Bob will you please take the lead on figuring out the best
way to accommodate this request Roy told me he would like to make
the contact back with John and Glen when we have some followup idea
DB


Jennifer Lee wrote


FYI John Williams and Glen Delaney were here today to discuss
several shrimp fishery issues In discussing the on going section
7 consultation Roy noted that TED enforcement is an issue John
and Glen would like to meet with us to find out more specifics
about problems with TED compliance and Roy would like me follow up
with you all on making this happen sometime in March if possible
Roy noted having the meeting in Pascagoula instead of here would
probably be ideal if we could


Lets discuss maybe after tomorrowsstaff meeting if possible
Thanks
Jenny
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From Michael Barnette


To John Williams


Cc


Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Date Monday April 25 2011 32301 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi John


The date definitely depends on your availability how does Wednesday
June 15 sound


Cheers
Mike


John Williams wrote


Mike


Thanks for your email Please let me know when you have a final date and
Ill do my best to be there I certainly appreciate you reaching out to our
industry


John


Original Message
From Michael Barnette FinailtoMichaelBarnetteonoaaciovi
Sent Monday April 25 2011 301 PM
To john @shrimpalliancecom
Subject Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Hi


Roy Crabtree asked that I contact you both to try and schedule a meeting to
discuss issues within the fishery including TED compliance and enforcement
issues We will be conducting our annual TED testing in Panama City
Florida in early June and will have staff from SEFSC and SERO who work on
shrimp fishery and TED issues together at that time
Is this a potential option for both of you If not when would be a good
time to get together
Many thanks
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To John Williams


Cc


Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Date Monday April 25 2011 32652 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi guys
I just realized June 15 would interfere with the SAFMC meeting How
does June 20 or June 21 sound


Cheers
Mike


John Williams wrote


Mike


Thanks for your email Please let me know when you have a final date and
Ill do my best to be there I certainly appreciate you reaching out to our
industry


John


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov
Sent Monday April 25 2011 301 PM
To john @shrimpalliancecom
Subject Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Hi


Roy Crabtree asked that I contact you both to try and schedule a meeting to
discuss issues within the fishery including TED compliance and enforcement
issues We will be conducting our annual TED testing in Panama City
Florida in early June and will have staff from SEFSC and SERO who work on
shrimp fishery and TED issues together at that time
Is this a potential option for both of you If not when would be a good
time to get together
Many thanks
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Duane Smith


Cc Tracy Dunn Hal Robbins David Bernhart John Mitchell Robert Hoffman


Subject Re issuance of summary settlements
Date Monday May 02 2011 95804 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Understood and agreed
Cheers
Mike


Duane Smith wrote


Easy answer on the summary settlement issue No


You also need to be cautious with respect to case packages for NOVAs
Because your folks have no law enforcement authority they are
basically very well trained witnesses They could certainly provide
reportsevidence which OLE could use to build a case but doing so
may very well destroy your ability to conduct consensual boardings
and there are even potential evidence suppression issues which could
arise if your folks obtain access via false pretenses we just want to
check were here to help were not law enforcement and then
submit evidence in support of a case package


Bottom line we would need to talk about this a lot before


executing


Duane


Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Duane


In the recent past both OLE and GC have suggested that gear
specialists or NOAA staff with TED experience could produce NOVA
packages for TED violations There was some recent discussion about
this option and a question was raised if summary settlements could
be issued by non LE personnel Since its basically a ticket I
suspect not but still wanted to explore this scenario Thanks in
advance for any information you can share
Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Tracy Dunn Hal Robbins John Mitchell Barbara Schroeder Alexis Gutierrez Robert Hoffman Duane
Smith Jack H Forrester Robert D Stevens


Bcc Heather Blouah


Subject Mississippi TED compliance evaluation
Date Monday May 02 2011 120616 PM
Attachments April 2011 MS TED inspection reoortodf


Michael Barnettevcf


I drafted this in a hurry due to other tasks I need to address
apologies in advance for the abrupt style of the attached report
Cheers
Mike
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of Compliance with Turtle Excluder Device
Requirements in Mississippi


DATE May 2 2011


Introduction


On April 2728 I joined Dale Stevens Southeast Fisheries Science CentersPascagoula Lab
Harvesting Branch in Biloxi and Pascagoula Mississippi to evaluate compliance with turtle
excluder device TED requirements in the shrimp fishery The evaluations were conducted
dockside as well as atsea from the Gear Monitoring Team GMT vessel Inspections
conducted without OLE support were made only after obtaining permission from the vessel
captain andor owner we made it clear we were not law enforcement and were conducting
courtesy inspections to assist fishermen with TED installation and performance


Summary of Findings


Atjril 27


Two agents with NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement OLE participated in vessel inspections
on this day Due to inclement weather however we conducted dockside inspections of several
vessels at Biloxi as well as cursory visual evaluations of other vessels that had no crew onboard
The captains of the vessels indicated they would likely depart to go fishing off Louisiana within
23 weeks


MISS KELLY rigged with a Seymour straight bar TED possessing a singlecover escape
opening The forward horizontal cut only stretched to 53 71 minimum and the measurement
at the escape opening also was deficient stretching to only 57 71 minimum The captain
indicated that he only fished out to 3 nm off Mississippi and Louisiana likely because the vessel
does not possess a federal shrimp fishery permit


none


s







LUCKY TOMMY II employed smalldiameter stainless steel bar TED grids with a double
cover escape opening The bar spacing of the grid exceeded 4 and the overlap of the escape
panel flaps was 18 15 maximum


VIRGIN MARY not boarded but it was apparent the TEDs were installed at steep angles
approximately 70 degrees


KERRY not boarded but it was apparent the TEDs were installed at steep angles
approximately 60 degrees


CAPT THANH had several issues with TEDs Super Shooter TEDs with doublecover escape
openings installed in his nets including 1316 side cuts 20 minimum 17 escape panel
overlap 15 maximum 4250 forward horizontal cuts 56 minimum 5 bar spacing TED
grids not seized in with heavy twine as required and installation of an accelerator funnel that
stretched to only 54 71 minimum


CAPT THANH 4 the Super Shooter TEDs with doublecover escape openings on this vessel
were installed at steep angles of 5861 degrees 55 degrees maximum and the grids were not
seized in with heavy twine as required


KIM THUY the Seymour straight pipe TED grids were found to be installed at 61 degrees 55
degrees maximum and the doublecover escape opening only possessed 16 side cuts 20
minimum and 53 forward horizontal cuts 56 minimum


CAPT JOHN not boarded but we did notice a float was installed on the center of the TED grid
at the escape opening which could hinder the release of a turtle


MISS ANNA not boarded but the straightbar TED grids on this vessel were constructed of
smalldiameter stainless steel with bar spacing in excess of 4


OLE agents issued no citations or written warnings to boarded vessels We were told by one
captain that most of the vessels in Biloxi would be found with steep angles eg 60 degrees


April 28


OLE agents did not participate in vessel inspections on this day as they were reassigned on the
evening of April 27 We departed Pascagoula with Nick Hopkins Southeast Fisheries Science
CentersPascagoula Lab Harvesting Branch aboard the GMT vessel and headed west in
Mississippi Sound Off Pascagoula we noted a cutterhead dredge operation as well as an
inbound bait shrimp boat and a menhaden vessel Finding no shrimp trawlers on the water we
proceeded to Biloxi were we boarded several boats in Back Bay to conduct voluntary 1ED
evaluations


OCEAN VIEW the doublecover escape opening flaps were noted to be secured closedtogether
with a metal carabiner midway along the length of the flaps An illegal webbing ramp was
installed in the TEDs the forward horizontal cut only measured 46 56 minimum the escape


2







opening panel overlap was in excess of 20 15 maximum and the flaps exceeded the 24
maximum length


CAPT TG not boarded but it was apparent the TEDs were installed at steep angles


SEA ANGELS this boat which was planning on departing later in the afternoon to fish off
Grand Isle Louisiana had several significant TED issues The TED grids were installed at 60
degrees 55 degrees maximum the forward horizontal cut on the singlecover escape opening
only stretched to approximately 55 71 minimum and there were no effective side cuts
perhaps 11 curved 26 minimum as the escape opening cut was a curved semi circle versus a
defined rectangular A
opening It was also
noted the TED extensions


were laced in with slick ati r


cord line which could
facilitate exchange of a
TED or allow the I S rf


complete removal of a r
41i


rte
TED at sea Additionally
one of the smalldiameter Zi tomstainless steel rod TED


grids was installed
i4 a


I


backwards which left a ii V


brace bar exposed on the
top face of the grid near fi
the escape opening which Ak


a
r


could hinder the release of
L


xf


a turtle image at right t P


JUDY DANG this boat also had several issues The straightpipe Seymour TED grids were
installed at 66 degrees 55 degree maximum and the singlecover escape opening only had 12
side cuts 26 minimum Also as the singlecover escape flap did not even reach to the
terminal point of the TED grid ie would basically be open during fishing and the TED
extension was laced in the actual use of TEDs at sea by this vessel could be suspect


We also observed a marine


adventure tour boat dragging a
trawl net near Biloxi image at
left The vessel was equippedIt


7 with a winch to recover the net
but it did not have a required
TED installed in the net


TARA DARLENE upon
departing Biloxi we
encountered the TARA







DARLENE at sea returning to Biloxi The vessel had just unloaded its catch at Bayou La Batre
Alabama after fishing off Baptiste Collette Bayou Louisiana with approximately five other
vessels The captain reported he had been boarded earlier by Mississippi Division of Marine
Resources enforcement officers The new TEDs installed on this vessel were all within


specifications and the only noted deficiency was that the TED grids were not seized in with
heavy twine as required


Discussion


The impetus of this trip was to evaluate TEDs within the shrimp fishery in light of the large
number of turtle standings within Mississippi Sound Effort appears to be minimal within this
area as state waters north of the Intracoastal Waterway are closed and shrimp catch in remaining
open state waters is reportedly low Most vessels inspected were preparing for fishery operations
in offshore waters of Louisiana in the coming weeks During our inspections however we
found significant issues with installed TEDs many of which could likely lead to turtle
mortalities In fact aside from the TARA DARLENE we did not find one legal TED aboard
vessels encountered in Biloxi In response to these troubling findings Dale Stevens scheduled a
TED workshop for Biloxi crews for May 2 While outreach and TED workshops may help
remedy some issues the prevalence of these issues within the fishery indicates voluntary
compliance is not entirely effective and additional enforcement action is needed to address these
deficiencies


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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From Michael Barnette


To Barbara Schroeder


Cc John Mitchell RobertDStevens Alexis Gutierrez David Bernhart


Subject Re Question regarding MS boardings
Date Monday May 02 2011 14651 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I agree but also suggest this goes well beyond MSDMR for example we
have tried getting similar information from USCG and NOAA OLE but have
yet to have any success


Barbara Schroeder wrote


I think we need to request specific information from MSDMR on their
inspections that they have carried out in 2011 Ill draft up a short
list of the information I think we need to know David is SER the
appropriate entity to send this to Dale asking for details Im
happy to write to him if that is preferred Dont want to step on any
toes


Barbara Schroeder


National Sea Turtle Coordinator


National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration NMFS


email barbaraschroeder@noaagov
Phone 301 713 2322


To cherish what remains of the earth and to foster its renewal is
our only legitimate hope Wendell Berry


On522011 1108 AM John Mitchell wrote
I was surprised to hear Dale Diaz state they had boarded 20 vessels
actively fishing in the last 2 weeks and none of them skimmers
The effort the GMT is seeing just doesnt match that
Regardless the single biggest obstacle in correcting chronic TED
problems in the fishery is a crappy TED boarding If the fisherman
knows hes bad and the law doesnt catch it nothing is accomplished
but substantiating that the law is a joke USCG JEA and untrained
NOAA OLE MUST be taken out the TEDs picture if were going to correct
the problem Assign one NOAA field officer to our office with the
ability to write summary settlements at the revised schedule and give
us 6 mos to see a significant change in compliance Twenty years of
the old method has not worked and from our perspective it never
will work JM


Barbara Schroeder wrote


Okay so that tells me that we have no confidence that the MS shrimp
trawlers that are and have been working in MS Sound are actually in
compliance with our TED regulations and that they could in fact be
contributing to the turtle mortality problem in addition to vessels
working in Louisiana that are not in compliance


Barbara Schroeder







National Sea Turtle Coordinator


National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration NMFS


email barbaraschroeder@noaagov
Phone 301 713 2322


To cherish what remains of the earth and to foster its renewal is
our only legitimate hope Wendell Berry


On4282011 525 PM Robert DStevens wrote
Let me see how to be politically correct here
77 777777 77777 777777777 7777777


7777777777 7777 77777777777 7777 77777777777 777 77777777777777777777777777777


7777777777777


Sorry I could not come up with it NO I do not have any confidence
that they have a single person on
staff that can check a TED with any level of competence For
example I recall a conversation with a
Mississippi Marine Patrol Officer that stated to me he had
conducted a 140 mile TED inspection trip
and boarded 40 vessels I stated to him that the most vessels we


have ever been able to conduct


thorough TED inspections on in one day at sea was approximately 6
to 8 vessels and that would have
been a very long day I inquired as to how many officers he had
onboard with him to conduct these


boardings and he stated that it was he and one other officer on his
patrol vessel Long story
short he finally admitted that all he did was ride offshore and
write down vessel names that he observed


On4282011 252 PM Barbara Schroeder wrote
On the call today Dale Diaz reported that MS has been conducting
boardings and TED inspections on the water presumably of vessels
that have been actively shrimp fishing He reported that all
vessels I believe he said about 20 had been boarded over the past
few weeks were in full TED compliance It seems odd to me all
the vessels at the docks are illegal but all the vessels actively
fishing are fully legal Do you have confidence or evidence
that the folks who are conducting these TED inspections for MS I
do not know if this is enforcement staff or fisheries staff are
conducting the inspections fully and properly
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From Michael Barnette


To Shervan Eooerly


Subject Re trip report
Date Monday May 02 2011 20530 PM
Attachments Aoril 2011 MS TED inspection reoortodf


Michael Barnettevcf


I just sent this out around lunch timeI think I sent you past reports
for TX and FL


Cheers
Mike


Sheryan Epperly wrote
yep I think it was from your recent trip to the GOM Miss


On 5211 147 PM Michael Barnette wrote
Which one the one from last weeks MS trip


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Bob you could or Mike forward me Mikes trip report that you
mentioned today


Thanks


Sherry
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of Compliance with Turtle Excluder Device
Requirements in Mississippi


DATE May 2 2011


Introduction


On April 2728 I joined Dale Stevens Southeast Fisheries Science CentersPascagoula Lab
Harvesting Branch in Biloxi and Pascagoula Mississippi to evaluate compliance with turtle
excluder device TED requirements in the shrimp fishery The evaluations were conducted
dockside as well as atsea from the Gear Monitoring Team GMT vessel Inspections
conducted without OLE support were made only after obtaining permission from the vessel
captain andor owner we made it clear we were not law enforcement and were conducting
courtesy inspections to assist fishermen with TED installation and performance


Summary of Findings


Atjril 27


Two agents with NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement OLE participated in vessel inspections
on this day Due to inclement weather however we conducted dockside inspections of several
vessels at Biloxi as well as cursory visual evaluations of other vessels that had no crew onboard
The captains of the vessels indicated they would likely depart to go fishing off Louisiana within
23 weeks


MISS KELLY rigged with a Seymour straight bar TED possessing a singlecover escape
opening The forward horizontal cut only stretched to 53 71 minimum and the measurement
at the escape opening also was deficient stretching to only 57 71 minimum The captain
indicated that he only fished out to 3 nm off Mississippi and Louisiana likely because the vessel
does not possess a federal shrimp fishery permit


none


s







LUCKY TOMMY II employed smalldiameter stainless steel bar TED grids with a double
cover escape opening The bar spacing of the grid exceeded 4 and the overlap of the escape
panel flaps was 18 15 maximum


VIRGIN MARY not boarded but it was apparent the TEDs were installed at steep angles
approximately 70 degrees


KERRY not boarded but it was apparent the TEDs were installed at steep angles
approximately 60 degrees


CAPT THANH had several issues with TEDs Super Shooter TEDs with doublecover escape
openings installed in his nets including 1316 side cuts 20 minimum 17 escape panel
overlap 15 maximum 4250 forward horizontal cuts 56 minimum 5 bar spacing TED
grids not seized in with heavy twine as required and installation of an accelerator funnel that
stretched to only 54 71 minimum


CAPT THANH 4 the Super Shooter TEDs with doublecover escape openings on this vessel
were installed at steep angles of 5861 degrees 55 degrees maximum and the grids were not
seized in with heavy twine as required


KIM THUY the Seymour straight pipe TED grids were found to be installed at 61 degrees 55
degrees maximum and the doublecover escape opening only possessed 16 side cuts 20
minimum and 53 forward horizontal cuts 56 minimum


CAPT JOHN not boarded but we did notice a float was installed on the center of the TED grid
at the escape opening which could hinder the release of a turtle


MISS ANNA not boarded but the straightbar TED grids on this vessel were constructed of
smalldiameter stainless steel with bar spacing in excess of 4


OLE agents issued no citations or written warnings to boarded vessels We were told by one
captain that most of the vessels in Biloxi would be found with steep angles eg 60 degrees


April 28


OLE agents did not participate in vessel inspections on this day as they were reassigned on the
evening of April 27 We departed Pascagoula with Nick Hopkins Southeast Fisheries Science
CentersPascagoula Lab Harvesting Branch aboard the GMT vessel and headed west in
Mississippi Sound Off Pascagoula we noted a cutterhead dredge operation as well as an
inbound bait shrimp boat and a menhaden vessel Finding no shrimp trawlers on the water we
proceeded to Biloxi were we boarded several boats in Back Bay to conduct voluntary 1ED
evaluations


OCEAN VIEW the doublecover escape opening flaps were noted to be secured closedtogether
with a metal carabiner midway along the length of the flaps An illegal webbing ramp was
installed in the TEDs the forward horizontal cut only measured 46 56 minimum the escape


2







opening panel overlap was in excess of 20 15 maximum and the flaps exceeded the 24
maximum length


CAPT TG not boarded but it was apparent the TEDs were installed at steep angles


SEA ANGELS this boat which was planning on departing later in the afternoon to fish off
Grand Isle Louisiana had several significant TED issues The TED grids were installed at 60
degrees 55 degrees maximum the forward horizontal cut on the singlecover escape opening
only stretched to approximately 55 71 minimum and there were no effective side cuts
perhaps 11 curved 26 minimum as the escape opening cut was a curved semi circle versus a
defined rectangular A
opening It was also
noted the TED extensions


were laced in with slick ati r


cord line which could
facilitate exchange of a
TED or allow the I S rf


complete removal of a r
41i


rte
TED at sea Additionally
one of the smalldiameter Zi tomstainless steel rod TED


grids was installed
i4 a


I


backwards which left a ii V


brace bar exposed on the
top face of the grid near fi
the escape opening which Ak


a
r


could hinder the release of
L


xf


a turtle image at right t P


JUDY DANG this boat also had several issues The straightpipe Seymour TED grids were
installed at 66 degrees 55 degree maximum and the singlecover escape opening only had 12
side cuts 26 minimum Also as the singlecover escape flap did not even reach to the
terminal point of the TED grid ie would basically be open during fishing and the TED
extension was laced in the actual use of TEDs at sea by this vessel could be suspect


We also observed a marine


adventure tour boat dragging a
trawl net near Biloxi image at
left The vessel was equippedIt


7 with a winch to recover the net
but it did not have a required
TED installed in the net


TARA DARLENE upon
departing Biloxi we
encountered the TARA







DARLENE at sea returning to Biloxi The vessel had just unloaded its catch at Bayou La Batre
Alabama after fishing off Baptiste Collette Bayou Louisiana with approximately five other
vessels The captain reported he had been boarded earlier by Mississippi Division of Marine
Resources enforcement officers The new TEDs installed on this vessel were all within


specifications and the only noted deficiency was that the TED grids were not seized in with
heavy twine as required


Discussion


The impetus of this trip was to evaluate TEDs within the shrimp fishery in light of the large
number of turtle standings within Mississippi Sound Effort appears to be minimal within this
area as state waters north of the Intracoastal Waterway are closed and shrimp catch in remaining
open state waters is reportedly low Most vessels inspected were preparing for fishery operations
in offshore waters of Louisiana in the coming weeks During our inspections however we
found significant issues with installed TEDs many of which could likely lead to turtle
mortalities In fact aside from the TARA DARLENE we did not find one legal TED aboard
vessels encountered in Biloxi In response to these troubling findings Dale Stevens scheduled a
TED workshop for Biloxi crews for May 2 While outreach and TED workshops may help
remedy some issues the prevalence of these issues within the fishery indicates voluntary
compliance is not entirely effective and additional enforcement action is needed to address these
deficiencies


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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From Michael Barnette


To Shervan Eooerly


Subject Re trip report
Date Monday May 02 2011 22158 PM
Attachments December 2010 FL TED inspection reportpdf


July 2010 Texas TED inspection reportodf


Cameron LA 82010 Finaldoc


Michael Barnettevcf


I also included a report from the Pascagoula guys from a trip to LA in
August


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Thanks Mike I havent seen TX or FL either Can you send those


On 5211 205 PM Michael Barnette wrote
I just sent this out around lunch timeI think I sent you past
reports for TX and FL
Cheers
Mike


Sheryan Epperly wrote
yep I think it was from your recent trip to the GOM Miss


On 5211 147 PM Michael Barnette wrote
Which one the one from last weeks MS trip


Sheryan Epperly wrote
Bob you could or Mike forward me Mikes trip report that you
mentioned today


Thanks


Sherry
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of Compliance with Turtle Excluder Device
Requirements in Florida


DATE December 10 2010


Introduction


On December 68 I joined Dale Stevens Southeast Fisheries Science CentersPascagoula Lab
Harvesting Branch in Mayport and Fort Myers Florida to evaluate compliance with turtle
excluder device TED requirements in the shrimp fishery The evaluations were conducted
dockside and only after obtaining permission from the vessel captain andor owner we made it
clear we were not law enforcement and were conducting courtesy inspections to assist fishermen
with TED installation and performance


Summary of Findings


December 6


CAPT TREY we inspected the two port side nets of this vessel one of which utilized a single
cover escape opening flap while the other employed a doublecover escape opening flap both
TED grids were bent bar frames rigged in a bottom opening configuration The net rigged with a
singlecover escape opening had the grid installed at 55 degrees and had 26inch side cuts but
only possessed a 61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum The net rigged with a double
cover escape opening had the grid installed at 64 degrees 55 degrees maximum and with 22
inch side cuts but had an 18 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch
maximum The captain mentioned the vessel was boarded a couple months ago by the US
Coast Guard but he stated the boarding crew only checked the TED angle and neglected to
inspect the various required measurements


As we arrived late in the day and the weather forecast was expected to preclude any fishing in
the near term the CAPT TREY was the only vessel we found in port with their crew aboard
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However we did take the opportunity to walk the docks to conduct a quick visual survey of the
other trawlers in Mayport The following documents our visual observations


p PRIVATEER rigged with straight
r


I M bar stainless steel grids with single
s I I
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k flap escape openings that appeared
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41w411it1 11 Sl angle image below left


JOEBIP small shrimp trawler
rigged with 025inch stainless steel
straightbar grids that appeared to
be installed at an extremely steep
angle image below right
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QUEEN B one net was rigged with bentbar TED in a bottom opening configuration with a
doublecover escape opening an illegal chaffing flap was installed over the doublecover escape
opening


December 7


We met with Gerald Pack owner of Safe Harbor Seafood Company to discuss lED
requirements and offer our assistance in addressing installation or performance issues Due to
our preliminary observations that we shared with Mr Pack we also offered to conduct a TED
workshop at Mayport in earlymid January Mr Pack was supportive of this idea and stated he
would get the word out to local fishermen
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JENNIFER ANN We met the captain of the JENNIFER ANN at Safe Harbor Seafood
Company who gave us his permission to board his boat and evaluate his TEDs which he stated
were perfect Both port side nets were rigged with bentbar grids installed in a bottom opening
configuration fitted with doublecover escape opening flaps One net had a grid installed at 55
degrees but had a 20 inch overlap between the two escape flap panels 15 inch maximum The
other net had only a 14inch overlap between the two escape flap panels but the grid was
installed at 63 degrees 55 degrees maximum


December 8


We met with Grant Erickson coowner of Erickson and Jenson Seafood as well as with the local
netTED installer Don Dinh


PERSEVERANCE I as with most boats we observed in Fort Myers this vessel was rigged with
large bentbar TED grids installed in a bottomopening configuration Port side net 1 had its
grid installed at 59 degrees 55 degrees maximum with 31 inch side cuts but only had a 63 inch
leading edge cut 71 inch minimum the escape opening measured 72 inches Port side net 2
was installed at 55 degrees with 30 inch side cuts but had an insufficient leading edge cut of 61
inches 71 inch minimum Also the grid was damaged resulting in a bar spacing of475 inches
in the middle of the grid It was noted the nylon webbing of the trawl net was heavily dipped
which made the mesh extremely stiff and hard to stretch


We also met with Steve Gala coowner of Trico Shrimp Company Trico also utilizes Don Dinh
as their TED installer


OLE BETTS SEA rigged with bentbar TED grids installed in a bottom opening configuration
with singlecover escape opening flaps The port side net TED grid was installed at 54 degrees
with 32inch side cuts and a 75 inch leading edge cut The TED grid in starboard side net 1
was installed at 55 degrees with 28 inch side cuts but only had a 60inch leading edge cut 71
inch minimum The grid in starboard side net 1 also had a bent bar resulting in 5 inch bar
spacing The TED grid in starboard side net 2 was installed at 54 degrees with 35 inch side
cuts but only had a 61 inch leading edge cut 71 inch minimum As with the net observed
aboard PERSEVERANCE I the webbing aboard this vessel was also heavily dipped and
extremely stiff which may be compromising its ability to stretch to the 71 inch minimum


Discussion


Prior to our inspection trip we anticipated high
compliance rates in Florida due to enforcement
efforts from the US Coast Guard the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
and NOAA Fisheries It should be noted the


Mayport shrimp docks are immediately adjacent
to US Coast Guard Station Mayport image at
right which should facilitate inspection efforts
However we found significant issues with the
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few vessels we were able to evaluate Furthermore we noted potentially small escape openings
and steep TED angles on several vessels we were unable to board and inspect ie unverified
Conversely vessels at Fort Myers appeared to be much more consistent and closer to being in
complete compliance though deficiencies were still noted This consistency in lED installation
at Fort Myers can be attributed to the work of a single netTED installer who was fluent with the
TED requirements He did note the difficulty in communicating with vessel captainscrews who
demanded their TED grids be installed at high angles eg 65 degrees due to the likelihood of
the webbing stretching over time and the grid losing angle Dale Stevens discussed this
commonlyencountered issue in detail with Don Dinh and suggested a move to Sapphire
webbing which does not stretch as much as nylon webbing


These findings indicate that significant 1ED compliance issues are not confined to the western
Gulf of Mexico as documented in a July 2010 report for Texas and an August 2010 report filed
for Louisiana but likely plagues the entire southeastern shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez


4







TOFD
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE


National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE


Southeast Regional Office
263 13th Avenue South


St Petersburg FL 33701 5505
7278245312 FAX 8245309
httpseronmfsnoaagov


FSER31MCB


MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


MEMORANDUM FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of the East Texas Shrimp Fleets Compliance with
Turtle Excluder Device Requirements


DATE July 28 2010


Introduction


On July 2021 2010 I joined Dale Stevens and Jack Forrester Southeast Fisheries Science
CentersPascagoula Lab Harvesting Branch aboard the Gear Monitoring Team GMT boat in
Galveston Texas to evaluate compliance with turtle excluder device TED requirements in the
shrimp fishery Dale and Jack began the evaluation inspections on July 19 A special agent from
NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement joined the GMT boat on July 1920 to lead inspections and
a Texas Park and Wildlife Division TPWD enforcement officer also joined the GMT boat on
July 19 Additionally two TPWD law enforcement vessels conducted boardings off Freeport on
July 19 No law enforcement personnel were available for inspections on July 21 so we elected
to conduct voluntary courtesy inspections on this day It is worth noting that prior to these
inspections Dale Stevens conducted a TED workshop on July 7 2010 that was attended by
approximately 90 local fishermen


It was obvious effort in the fleet was significantly reduced in nearshore waters and the potential
effort shift from areas affected by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill has not materialized Many
fishermen continue to work for British Petroleum in oil recovery efforts and at least one boat we
talked to indicated it too would be joining that BPfunded effort due to low shrimp catch rates
off Texas This reduced effort combined with inclement weather on July 21 significantly
affected the scope of this evaluation trip Nevertheless the findings give a clear assessment of
the compliance level within the shrimp fleet in Eastern Texas


1 As GMT personnel requested permission to board a trawler they clearly identified themselves as gear specialists
and not law enforcement and then offered assistance to review and if needed correct TED installation in the
trawlersnets
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Summary of Findings


July 19 inspections off Freeport


MIDNIGHT SUN While angles of two inspected TED grids were good 50 and 53 degrees
respectively the forward horizontal cut of one net only stretched to 60 inches 71 inch
minimum


CAPTAIN BAILEY A weedless TED grid installed in one of the two inspected nets lacked the
required brace bar which resulted in bar spacings of over 5 inches 4inch maximum
Additionally the grid was installed at approximately 70 degrees After extended discussion the
vessel was eventually escorted to port where the catch was seized


PROWLER TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 20 inspections off Galveston


CAPTAIN ANDREW The forward side cuts of two inspected nets were only 16 and 20 inches
respectively 26inch minimum and the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches 71
inch minimum Additionally while the forward side cuts on two other inspected nets aboard
this vessel were sufficient again the escape opening would only stretch to 55 inches


GULF SHRIMP TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good The captain
stated he participated in the TED workshop on July 7 2010


DONOVAN TIEN II TEDs installed in the two inspected nets of this vessel were good


July 21 dockside inspections at Freeport


TIFFANY LEANN II En route to


Freeport we observed a bait shrimper
inside western Galveston Bay north 4


1
of San Luis Pass 29 08540N95
08730W The vessel had recently


their net in as a pile of wet
debris was piled up on the stern no 11
TED was observed in the net While


50 CFR223206d2iiA2
authorizes alternative tow times in 4
lieu of TEDs for bait shrimpers
Texas bait shrimpers are required to


111


use TEDs because TPWD does not


have an exclusive bait shrimp fishery
license The exemption at 50 CFR
223206d2iiA2
specifies Is a bait shrimper that
retains all live shrimp on board with a circulating seawater system if it does notpossess more
than 32 lb 145 kg ofdead shrimp on board if it has a valid original state bait shrimp license
and ifthe state license allows the licensed vessel to participate in the bait shrimp fishery
exclusively
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CAPTAIN BILL The escape openings in the two inspected nets would only stretch to 56 inches
71 inch minimum


DELCO VII While the forward horizontal cut of the two inspected nets stretched to 70 inches
the escape openings would only stretch to 54 inches 71 inch minimum It is worth noting that
this vessel was boarded by NOAA law enforcement on July 18 who issued a good statement
which read 2 Top Opening TEDS Escape Openings Very Close to 71 image of statement
available upon request The US Coast Guard also boarded this boat on its way back to the
dock immediately prior to our inspection on July 21 and also cleared its TEDs as acceptable
Additionally this vessel was cited earlier in the month for fishing in the oilspill closed area off
Louisiana though the deficient escape openings were apparently not observed


ISLA SOY COMO SOY The escape openings of all four inspected nets only stretched to
between 54 and 59 inches and the forward horizontal cuts would only stretch to 49 inches
Additionally there were signs eg significant wearabrasion of the escape flap along the
posterior edge of the TED grid the escape openings were being tied down during fishing
operations


Discussion


The findings from the limited time spent off Texas were extremely discouraging Even after
almost two decades of required TED use full compliance within the fishery appears low
Results would likely have been even worse had a TED workshop not been conducted
immediately prior to the Texas shrimp season opening


While likely to be controversial it is my opinion that past and current enforcement efforts on
both a state and federal level have not been effective in compelling the shrimp fleet to comply
with TED requirements Since late 2001 the US Coast Guard has admittedly been forced to
pursue higher priority issues at sea This shift away from fishery enforcement activities is
amplified by the lack of any other entity filling the void While NOAA has joint enforcement
agreements JEA with all Gulf coastal states resulting in funding to their conservation law
enforcement agencies to help enforce federal regulations and patrol federal waters the JEA
program apparently results in little benefit to TED compliance in federal waters For instance as
policy TPWD will not patrol in federal waters Likewise Louisiana has yet to even enforce
TED regulations in state waters let alone federal waters As a result TED enforcement activities
in federal waters appear to be largely non existent at least in the western Gulf of Mexico This
lack of compliance due in part to deficient enforcement effort casts serious doubts onto the
actual effectiveness of TEDs in protecting and conserving sea turtle populations and as a result
may require reinitiation of the biological opinion for the shrimp fishery


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn Kinsey
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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1 non
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


i i National Marine Fisheries Service


5 Southeast Fisheries Science Center
c Mississippi Laboratories


C PO Drawer 1207


Pascagoula MS 395681207


August 16 2010


MEMORANDUM FOR FSEC42 John Mitchell


FROM FSEC42 Dale StevensJack Forrester


SUBJECT Trip report


On August 11 2010 Jack Forrester and Dale Stevens departed Pascagoula MS enroute to
Cameron LA the Westernmost shrimping port in Louisiana The purpose of this trip was to
conduct a series of courtesy dockside TED inspections along the Western Louisiana coastline to
try and determine the level of TED compliance within the shrimp fishery in this region These
inspections showed TED compliance to be poor at best


At the port of Cameron TED inspections were conducted aboard nine 9 vessels Of the nine
vessels two were found with the escape holes sewn completely closed Two vessels were found to
have no TEDs installed at all Of these two vessels it was obvious that one of them had recently
been trawling due to the presence of dead fish and other debris which was visible in the net Two
of the vessels were equipped with single flaps and escape openings that would stretch to less than
32inches Federal regulations require a minimum of 71inches when stretched These vessels had
forward cuts that stretched to less than 20inches where Federal Regulations require a minimum of
26inches One vessel was equipped with large pipe TEDs installed at 68degree angles and escape
openings of 65inches Another vessel was found with double cover flaps sewn together down the
middle Of the nine vessels only one was found to be compliant with the TED regulations
Recommendations were made to the captains and boat owners on how to better equip their TEDs
to achieve maximum shrimp retention Most of them stated that it didntmatter because they kept
their TEDs sewed closed when they were trawling A large number of the TEDs we inspected
supported this claim It should be noted that most of these vessels were small in size 35 to 65 feet
in length making one think they would be trawling in inshore waters however everyone we
questioned stated that they worked in the offshore waters between Cameron and Sabine


The next port Delcambre LA consisted of mostly skimmer trawl vessels however two vessels
were observed to have conventional otter trawl gear onboard Of these two vessels one was
equipped with TEDs and the other vessel had no TEDs installed in the nets No one was onboard
either vessel so no contact was made with these captains


The next port was Intracoastal City LA where approximately seventeen vessels were observed
Most of the vessels in this port were using fixed angle TEDs 45degree angles with double cover
flaps The overlapped portion of the flaps on all of these TEDs measured from 24inches to 32
inches significantly exceeding the fifteen inch maximum stretched measurement allowed in the
Federal Regulations Several TEDs were observed with the flaps completely overlapped from side
to side Most of these TEDs had leading edge cuts which measured 46 to 48 inches well below the
minimum required cut of 56inches Four vessels were equipped with standard TEDs from Tonys
net shop in New Orleans These TEDs were all equipped with the single flap On these TEDs the
leading edge cut was only 46inches this is 25 inches less than the 71 inch leading edge cut







requirement The flaps on these TEDs would only stretch to 48inches well below the 71 inch
stretched measurement as required by Federal TED regulations One vessel was observed with grid
angles at 65degrees and several vessels had illegal single flap openings measuring 52 to 60inches
71 inch minimum required Of the seventeen vessels inspected only two were found to be fully
compliant


The next port was Morgan City LA where four vessels were observed with fixed angle TEDs
There was no one on board these vessels so we were not able to conduct a thorough evaluation


We traveled from Houma down to Dulac LA where very few vessels were observed with trawl
gear onboard This did not come as a surprise and was expected due to the oil spill and vessels
being employed by BPsVessels of Opportunity program VOO


We then traveled down through Cut Off Golden Meadow and Port Fourchon ending in Grand
Isle We saw more of the same with regard to vessels without trawl gear as all appeared to be
working with BPsVOO program Two vessels with TEDs were inspected in Port Fourchon and
found to have forward cuts of 9 inches and 6 inches respectively minimum requirement is 26
inches One of these TEDs had a leading edge cut of 64inches minimum requirement is
71inches One TED was installed at an angle of 70degrees 55 degree maximum requirement
The angles on all other TEDs looked good Both vessels had two 634inch X 834inch floats
installed on the front surface of the TED at a point where a turtle would exit the device Federal
TED regulations require that floats which are installed inside the TED extension must be placed
behind the front surface of the grid The float placement observed on the TEDs of these two
vessels would have likely blocked the escape route of a turtle trying to exit through the TED


Of the vessels observed a total of 29 were boarded and measurements taken on the TEDs


Of the 29 vessels three were found to be in full compliance with the TED regulations Five were
found to have problems with their gear that may or may not result in the death of a turtle
depending on the size of the turtle encountered Twenty one of these vessels were equipped with
TEDs which in our opinion would result in the capture and possible death of a sea turtle


During this trip we also made an attempt to count the number of Skimmer and Butterfly trawl
equipped vessels which we observed This count was taken for the purpose of estimating the
number of TEDs which may be needed in the event that TEDs are required to be installed in these
gear types A total of 500 vessels were counted with skimmer and butterfly gear during our tour of
Western Louisiana This number far exceeds the number of otter trawl vessels we saw by an
estimated order of31 Note this number reflects only skimmer and butterfly vessels which were
in our field of view during the trip and is only a sample The true number is likely significantly
higher as there are many small bayous and towns in which we did not travel too Additionally a
large number of these vessels are likely employed by BPs VOO program This number should be
regarded as an indication that a larger number of TEDs will be required in the skimmer and
butterfly shrimp fishery of Louisiana if and when a TED rule is implemented in these fisheries


We returned to Pascagoula MS on August 13 2010











beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard


file ClDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertMichael Barnette 254vcf1528201141849 PM







From Michael Barnette


To Barbara Schroeder


Cc David Bernhart Bob Hoffman Helen Golde Jeremy Rusin Brian Stacy Alexis Gutierrez Sara McNulty Melissa
Cook Shervan Eooerly Wendy Teas


Subject Re Fwd FW Question on Current Shrimping Regs
Date Monday May 02 2011 53424 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Yes but based on the stranding locations it is unlikely that LA
shrimping at whatever level it is operating is responsible for the MS
Sound strandings I am not saying there arent turtles up in the LA
marshes though
All MS waters are now closed to shrimping MS will reopen mid June as
will Alabama I believe


If nothing else and I am fairly certain you agree the situation begs
for effective enforcement of TED regulations


Barbara Schroeder wrote


See below a whole lot of LA remains open to shrimping with more
openings coming soon after which it appears the entire state will be
open


Original Message
Subject FW Question on Current Shrimping Regs
Date Mon 02 May 2011 150719 0500
From Bourgeois Martin mbourgeois@wlflagov
To BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
CC Walsh Kym kwalsh@wlflagov


Barbara to help clear this up


Breton and Chandeleur Sounds Shrimp season extended in these waters
until further notice


httwwwwlfstatelausnews33897


Special Spring Shrimp Season and Territorial Sea Reopening 5 day
special shrimp season April 1823 in a portion of state inside waters
from Bayou Grand Caillou near Dulac westward to the western shore of
Vermilion Bay S of Delcambre and reopened those state outside waters
from Caillou Boca westward to Freshwater Bayou that were closed back in
Dec 2010 these waters stay open until further notice
htto wwwwlfstatelausnews33980


Currently all state outside waters the states territorial sea and
the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds are open to shrimping
However we will soon be opening all inside waters to shrimping


Martin Bourgeois
Marine Fisheries Biologist
225 765 2401
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From Michael Barnette


To Heather Blouah David Bernhart Robert Hoffman
Cc Alexis Gutierrez Barbara Schroeder John Mitchell


Subject Schwaab control


Date Monday May 02 2011 54821 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Heather


Here is some draft language for consideration in a response to TIRN from
Mr Schwaab I am not clear who is going to finalize the letter but
they should be able to easily cut and paste what they ultimately deem
useful


Cheers
Mike


This is in reference to your April 4 2010 letter regarding the recent
sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico Let me assure you that I
share your concern regarding the elevated turtle strandings reported in
the Gulf of Mexico


First please allow me share with you the actions we have taken in
response to the sea turtle strandings Over the past month NOAA has
worked diligently to identify the cause or causes for these elevated
strandings NOAA veterinarians have conducted over 30 necropsies on
stranded sea turtles from the Mississippi Sound area to determine
causes of death Simultaneously we have investigated various
potential sources of mortality such as fishery activities dredge
operations as well as harmful algae blooms polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons or other toxic agents We have worked with the US Coast
Guard and state agencies to conduct patrols using both aircraft and
surface vessels to evaluate fishery effort in the area where sea turtles
have stranded particularly throughout Mississippi Sound Additionally
we have dispatched our own Gear Monitoring Team GMT to conduct
numerous turtle excluder device TED compliance evaluations and TED
workshops to improve TED performance within the shrimp fishery Due to
concerns regarding dredge operations the US Army Corps of Engineers
have recently implemented relocation trawlers in conjunction with hopper
dredging at Gulfport Mississippi These and other efforts are ongoing
in an attempt to reveal the causes for the sea turtle strandings so
that we may initiate an appropriate and effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear explanation
into this sea turtle stranding event While the necropsy results
indicate a significant number of turtles likely perished due to forced
submergence the overall lack of fishery effort in the subject area
presents a dilemma Significant portions of Mississippi Sound were
closed to fishing during the stranding event and skimmer trawls in
particular have not been actively fishing in this area Fishing effort
in the open areas off Mississippi has been extremely low ie 2 3
vessels due to poor shrimp catch rates The menhaden fishery was
inactive during the stranding event and only recently initiated
operations There have been no takes reported by the hopper dredges
working at Gulfport that may indicate these activities may be at least
partially responsible for the elevated strandings No harmful algae
bloom or other toxic elements were found to be contributory factors in
the sea turtle mortalities







Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as
enforcement of TED requirements throughout the year Additionally we
are coordinating our efforts with the US Coast Guard Mississippi
Division of Marine Resources Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and
other state agencies We expect this increased monitoring and
enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp fishery to use and
effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and minimize sea turtle
mortality Should we observe a significant pulse in sea turtle
strandings that may be associated with the Mississippi or Texas shrimp
season we will determine the appropriate course of action to quickly
and effectively remedy the situation which may include a fishery
closure if necessary
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart John Mitchell Robert D Stevens Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Question on Current Shrimping Regs
Date Tuesday May 03 2011 92038 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FYI


Last night I looked at wind data for the month of April and averaged out
all readings for the one bouy just offshore the northern point of
Chandeleur Island The average n201 wind direction was 168 degrees
If turtles were being whacked in Breton Sound then the wind generally
would push them up into the marshes and up between those two islands to
get into MS Sound And thats ignoring the currents and tides that
generally work out of Lake Borgne and then east and south in that area
according to the few studies I have tracked down online
Mike


David Bernhart wrote


And the shrimping effort in Louisiana that we know about was in


the Breton Sound area which would be an improbableimpossible float
for a carcass to make it to MS Sound


Michael Barnette wrote


I didnt say we should rule it out just that I have my doubts all these turtles originated off LA The
satellite tracking path of that one turtle indicated it likely perished in fairly close proximity off Pass
Christian to its stranded location and perhaps a more likely scenario for other turtles versus drifting
north across MS Sound and from LA waters ie slipping the gap between Cat Island and those islands
off Oyster Bay


Just my opinion


Mike


Michael C Barnette


On May 2 2011 at 812 PM Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroedernoaagov wrote


I agree Louisiana has always been a distinct likely contributing factor


On522011 748 PM Sheryan Epperly wrote


I dont think we can rule out Louisiana shrimping as the cause


On 5211 534 PM Michael Barnette wrote


Yes but based on the stranding locations it is unlikely that LA shrimping at whatever level it is
operating is responsible for the MS Sound strandings I am not saying there arent turtles up in the LA
marshes though


All MS waters are now closed to shrimping MS will reopen mid June as will Alabama I
believe


If nothing else and I am fairly certain you agree the situation begs for effective enforcement
of TED regulations


Barbara Schroeder wrote







See below a whole lot of LA remains open to shrimping with more openings coming soon
after which it appears the entire state will be open


Original Message
Subject FW Question on Current Shrimping Regs
Date Mon 02 May 2011 150719 0500
From Bourgeois Martin mbourgeois@wlflagov
To BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
CC Walsh Kym kwalsh@wlflagov


Barbara to help clear this up


Breton and Chandeleur Sounds Shrimp season extended in these waters
until further notice
httowwwwlfstatelausnews33897


Special Spring Shrimp Season and Territorial Sea Reopening 5 day
special shrimp season April 18 23 in a portion of state inside waters
from Bayou Grand Caillou near Dulac westward to the western shore of
Vermilion Bay S of Delcambre and reopened those state outside waters
from Caillou Boca westward to Freshwater Bayou that were closed back in
Dec 2010 these waters stay open until further notice
http wnnnwwnrlfstatelausnews33980


Currently all state outside waters the states territorial sea and
the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds are open to shrimping
However we will soon be opening all inside waters to shrimping


Martin Bourgeois
Marine Fisheries Biologist
225 765 2401







beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard


file ClDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertMichael Barnette 257vcf1528201141849 PM







From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Cc David Bernhart Robert D Stevens Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Question on Current Shrimping Regs
Date Tuesday May 03 2011 102038 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Good to know thanks


John Mitchell wrote


Mike On last weeks Thursday call Woody Nero from our Stennis Unit
Oceanographer said he was working on a water transport profile for
the MS Chandeleur Sounds for March through April I would expect
that hell report his findings some time this week Will be
interesting to see how they match your theory JM


Michael Barnette wrote
FYI


Last night I looked at wind data for the month of April and averaged
out all readings for the one bouy just offshore the northern point of
Chandeleur Island The average n201 wind direction was 168
degrees If turtles were being whacked in Breton Sound then the wind
generally would push them up into the marshes and up between those
two islands to get into MS Sound And thats ignoring the currents
and tides that generally work out of Lake Borgne and then east and
south in that area according to the few studies I have tracked down
online


Mike


David Bernhart wrote


And the shrimping effort in Louisiana that we know about was


in the Breton Sound area which would be an improbableimpossible
float for a carcass to make it to MS Sound


Michael Barnette wrote


I didnt say we should rule it out just that I have my doubts all
these turtles originated off LA The satellite tracking path of
that one turtle indicated it likely perished in fairly close
proximity off Pass Christian to its stranded location and
perhaps a more likely scenario for other turtles versus drifting
north across MS Sound and from LA waters ie slipping the gap
between Cat Island and those islands off Oyster Bay


Just my opinion Mike


Michael C Barnette


On May 2 2011 at 812 PM Barbara Schroeder
BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov wrote


I agree Louisiana has always been a distinct likely contributing
factor


On522011 748 PM Sheryan Epperly wrote


I dont think we can rule out Louisiana shrimping as the cause







On 5211 534 PM Michael Barnette wrote


Yes but based on the stranding locations it is unlikely that LA
shrimping at whatever level it is operating is responsible for
the MS Sound strandings I am not saying there arent turtles
up in the LA marshes though
All MS waters are now closed to shrimping MS will reopen
mid June as will Alabama I believe
If nothing else and I am fairly certain you agree the
situation begs for effective enforcement of TED regulations


Barbara Schroeder wrote


See below a whole lot of LA remains open to shrimping with
more openings coming soon after which it appears the entire
state will be open


Original Message
Subject FW Question on Current Shrimping Regs
Date Mon 02 May 2011 150719 0500
From Bourgeois Martin mbourgeois@wlflagov
To BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
CC Walsh Kym kwalsh@wlflagov


Barbara to help clear this up


Breton and Chandeleur Sounds Shrimp season extended in these
waters


until further notice
httn wwwwlfstatelausnews33897


Special Spring Shrimp Season and Territorial Sea Reopening 5 day
special shrimp season April 18 23 in a portion of state
inside waters


from Bayou Grand Caillou near Dulac westward to the western
shore of


Vermilion Bay S of Delcambre and reopened those state outside
waters


from Caillou Boca westward to Freshwater Bayou that were closed
back in


Dec 2010 these waters stay open until further notice
http wwwwlfstatelausnews33980


Currently all state outside waters the states territorial
sea and
the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds are open to
shrimping
However we will soon be opening all inside waters to shrimping


Martin Bourgeois
Marine Fisheries Biologist
225 765 2401
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Cc David Bernhart Robert D Stevens Robert Hoffman


Subject Re Question on Current Shrimping Regs
Date Tuesday May 03 2011 102350 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I just reread my email I meant to say If turtles were being whacked
in Breton Sound then the wind generally would push them up into the
marshes and not up between those two islands to get into MS Sound
A 4 mile gap is pretty narrow target for a floating carcass to float
through IMHO especially given the angles


John Mitchell wrote


Mike On last weeks Thursday call Woody Nero from our Stennis Unit
Oceanographer said he was working on a water transport profile for
the MS Chandeleur Sounds for March through April I would expect
that hell report his findings some time this week Will be
interesting to see how they match your theory JM


Michael Barnette wrote
FYI


Last night I looked at wind data for the month of April and averaged
out all readings for the one bouy just offshore the northern point of
Chandeleur Island The average n201 wind direction was 168
degrees If turtles were being whacked in Breton Sound then the wind
generally would push them up into the marshes and up between those
two islands to get into MS Sound And thats ignoring the currents
and tides that generally work out of Lake Borgne and then east and
south in that area according to the few studies I have tracked down
online


Mike


David Bernhart wrote


And the shrimping effort in Louisiana that we know about was


in the Breton Sound area which would be an improbableimpossible
float for a carcass to make it to MS Sound


Michael Barnette wrote


I didnt say we should rule it out just that I have my doubts all
these turtles originated off LA The satellite tracking path of
that one turtle indicated it likely perished in fairly close
proximity off Pass Christian to its stranded location and
perhaps a more likely scenario for other turtles versus drifting
north across MS Sound and from LA waters ie slipping the gap
between Cat Island and those islands off Oyster Bay


Just my opinion Mike


Michael C Barnette


On May 2 2011 at 812 PM Barbara Schroeder
BarbaraSchroedernoaagov wrote


I agree Louisiana has always been a distinct likely contributing
factor







On522011 748 PM Sheryan Epperly wrote


I dont think we can rule out Louisiana shrimping as the cause


On 5211 534 PM Michael Barnette wrote


Yes but based on the stranding locations it is unlikely that LA
shrimping at whatever level it is operating is responsible for
the MS Sound strandings I am not saying there arent turtles
up in the LA marshes though
All MS waters are now closed to shrimping MS will reopen
mid June as will Alabama I believe
If nothing else and I am fairly certain you agree the
situation begs for effective enforcement of TED regulations


Barbara Schroeder wrote


See below a whole lot of LA remains open to shrimping with
more openings coming soon after which it appears the entire
state will be open


Original Message
Subject FW Question on Current Shrimping Regs
Date Mon 02 May 2011 150719 0500
From Bourgeois Martin mbourgeois@wlflagov
To BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
CC Walsh Kym kwalsh@wlflagov


Barbara to help clear this up


Breton and Chandeleur Sounds Shrimp season extended in these
waters


until further notice
httn wwwwlfstatelausnews33897


Special Spring Shrimp Season and Territorial Sea Reopening 5 day
special shrimp season April 18 23 in a portion of state
inside waters


from Bayou Grand Caillou near Dulac westward to the western
shore of


Vermilion Bay S of Delcambre and reopened those state outside
waters


from Caillou Boca westward to Freshwater Bayou that were closed
back in


Dec 2010 these waters stay open until further notice
http wwwwlfstatelausnews33980


Currently all state outside waters the states territorial
sea and
the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds are open to
shrimping
However we will soon be opening all inside waters to shrimping


Martin Bourgeois
Marine Fisheries Biologist
225 765 2401
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From Michael Barnette


To TammvMurnhvCnoaaaov


Subject Re Work on TED compliance in shrimp fishery
Date Tuesday May 03 2011 110422 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Sorry 727 551 5794


Michael Barnette wrote


Feel free to give me a call to discuss
Mike


tmurphy wrote
Dear Mr Barnette


I am a economist that just began working as a contractor with Kathryn
Bisack a protected species economist at NEFSC


I have begun working on a decision choice modeling project that
examines how individual vessels respond to regulation
I have been asked to begin by looking at the response to the TED rule
of bottom trawlers in the Mid Atlantic fluke fisheryhow individual
vessels will make the decision to comply or not and how the
regulation might affect fisheryzonearea choice


In a recent discussion with NERO about work Kathryn had done on the
draft EIS for the TED rule Ellen mentioned that you had done some
work looking at TED compliance in the shrimp fishery If you have
the time could you share some of that work with us or references to
work you might have looked at


Thank you for any information you can share


Best
Tammy
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From Michael Barnette


To iohnshrimoalliancecom


Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Date Tuesday May 03 2011 111405 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi guys
Sorry I was out in the field last week When and where is your next
SSA meeting I will plan on attending and can discuss things there
Just let me know and I will make the appropriate arrangements
Cheers
Mike


john @shrimpalliancecom wrote
Mike


I feel bad that we cant get together on a schedule but I will try to accommodate you with whatever
works best for you Pascagoula works for me also but I am bust May 4 6 and May 12 I would prefer
Pascagoula over Panama City but thats up to you Thanks


Original Message
From Michael Barnette


To John Williams


Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Sent Apr 25 2011 516 PM


The work at Panama City will be wrapped up by then so maybe we could have it at Pascagoula I
will have to get back to you Perhaps a date in May at Pascagoula could work


Mike


Michael C Barnette


On Apr 25 2011 at 447 PM John Williams john@shrimpalliancecom wrote


Mike


Will June 2728 work for you


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenonoaagov
Sent Monday April 25 2011 327 PM
To John Williams


Cc
Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Hi guys
I just realized June 15 would interfere with the SAFMC meeting How does
June 20 or June 21 sound


Cheers
Mike


John Williams wrote


Mike


Thanks for your email Please let me know when you have a final date and
Ill do my best to be there I certainly appreciate you reaching out to















our


industry


John


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov
Sent Monday April 25 2011 301 PM
To john @shrimpalliancecom
Subject Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Hi


Roy Crabtree asked that I contact you both to try and schedule a meeting


to


discuss issues within the fishery including TED compliance and


enforcement


issues We will be conducting our annual TED testing in Panama City
Florida in early June and will have staff from SEFSC and SERO who work


on


shrimp fishery and TED issues together at that time
Is this a potential option for both of you If not when would be a good
time to get together
Many thanks
Cheers
Mike


Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Tuesday May 03 2011 22622 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Would this be an opportunity to point out to Dr Lubchenco the dire need
for effective enforcement in collaboration with the GMT out of Pascagoula


GULF OF MEXICO SEA TURTLE STRANDINGS


Recently there has been a significant number of reported sea turtle
strandings in the Gulf of Mexico particularly within the Mississippi
Sound Since March 1 34 sea turtles have washed up on Alabama beaches
while 181 sea turtles have stranded in Mississippi Only 50 sea turtle
strandings have been reported from Louisiana waters however coverage
is poor in Louisiana due to the extensive marsh habitat along the
states shore Necropsies have been conducted on over 30 stranded
turtles which revealed that many perished due to forced submergence
We have worked with the US Coast Guard and state agencies to conduct
patrols using both aircraft and surface vessels to evaluate fishery
effort in the area where sea turtles have stranded particularly
throughout Mississippi Sound Additionally we have dispatched our own
Gear Monitoring Team to conduct numerous turtle excluder device TED
compliance evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED performance
within the shrimp fishery Thus far the causal agents for these
strandings has yet to be determined


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mike
Will you please write a hot topics paragraph on the northern Gulf
turtle strandings


Laura Erin do we need any items for the UME or for anything going on
at Audobon


DB


Original Message
Subject Fwd Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Tue 03 May 2011 113106 0400
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
To Miles Croom MilesCroomnoaagovDavid Bernhart
DavidBernhart@noaagov Phil Steele PhilSteele@noaagov
CC Lauren Batte Lugo LaurenBLugonoaagovHeather Blough
HeatherBloughnoaagov


Hi all Please send me your contributions to the hot topics portion
of this tasker by noon this Thursday 55


Miles Please coordinate directly with FHC re any input you want to
provide to the 3things memo


Phil Please make sure to include a summary of the discussionaction
at the last Council meeting regarding revisiting







commercial recreational allocations


Thanks much


Heather


Original Message
Subject Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Tue 03 May 2011 111642 0400
From Carrie Selberg carrieselberg@noaagov
To Amber Moore AmberMoore@noaagov Pat Montanio


PatMontanio@noaagov Brian T PawlakBrianTPawlaknoaagov
Heather Blough HeatherBloughnoaagovRoy Crabtree
RoyCrabtree@noaagov Lauren B Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov
Bonnie Ponwith BonniePonwith@noaagov Theo Brainerd


TheoBrainerd@noaagov Ayana Johnson AyanaJohnson@noaagov
CC Russell Dunn RussellDunn@noaagov


Good morning


Dr Lubchenco will be traveling to New Orleans May 12 15 While there
she will be


Doing a project announcement for a Coastal Wetlands Planning


Protection and Restoration Act CWPPRA project
Having a business roundtable discussion on disaster preparedness and


resiliency in conjunction with the US Chamber of Commerce Business Civic
Leadership Center and the Gulf Coast Alliance


Doing a home tour with the Make It Right Foundation
Receiving an honorary degree from Loyola University New Orleans and


attending a Universitysponsored luncheon and
Attending a brunch with representatives from the recreational community


SEROSEFSCHabitat
Please send up any hot topics or other issues that Dr Lubchenco should be aware of for her trip


Habitat


Please develop a 3things memo on restoration projects NMFS has done in conjunction
with or for the benefit of recreational fishermen ie artificial
reefs and habitat This will be the focus of the brunch and Dr
Lubchenco should be prepared to discuss this specific topic with a few
examples they will also present some of future areas for collaboration


Please send these to Ayana Johnson by COB Thursday


Thank you
Carrie
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Hot Topics New Orleans LA
Date Wednesday May 04 2011 90825 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I was asked to do the same thing this is what I sent to David yesterday


Would this be an opportunity to point out to Dr Lubchenco the dire need
for effective enforcement in collaboration with the GMT out of Pascagoula


GULF OF MEXICO SEA TURTLE STRANDINGS


Recently there has been a significant number of reported sea turtle
strandings in the Gulf of Mexico particularly within the Mississippi
Sound Since March 1 34 sea turtles have washed up on Alabama beaches
while 181 sea turtles have stranded in Mississippi Only 50 sea turtle
strandings have been reported from Louisiana waters however coverage
is poor in Louisiana due to the extensive marsh habitat along the
states shore Necropsies have been conducted on over 30 stranded
turtles which revealed that many perished due to forced submergence
We have worked with the US Coast Guard and state agencies to conduct
patrols using both aircraft and surface vessels to evaluate fishery
effort in the area where sea turtles have stranded particularly
throughout Mississippi Sound Additionally we have dispatched our own
Gear Monitoring Team to conduct numerous turtle excluder device TED
compliance evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED performance
within the shrimp fishery Thus far the causal agents for these
strandings has yet to be determined


Cheers
Mike


John Mitchell wrote


Hey Mike I received this request and was wondering if I might
forward your very well written Schwab control text to provide some
background on the turtle issues for Lubchenco If youve already
received and answered this then Ill pass on responding


JM


Subject
Fwd Hot Topics New Orleans LA
From


Lisa Desfosse LisaDesfosse@noaagov
Date


Tue 03 May 2011 130122 0500
To


JohnMitchell@noaagovTerryHenwood@noaagov Walter Ingram
WalterIngram@noaagov PeterFischel@noaagov
NelsonMay@noaagov NelsonMay@noaagov







To


John Mitchell@noaagovTerryHenwood@noaagov Walter Ingram
WalterIngram@noaagov PeterFischel@noaagov
NelsonMay@noaagov NelsonMay@noaagov


Please review the attached list of hot topics and update those listed
if they are still pertinent andor add any new topics of interest
Please send your updates back to me by COB today so I can compile them
and send the document to the center by the deadline tomorrow


Lisa


Subject
Hot Topics New Orleans LA
From


Jennifer Schull JenniferSchull@noaagov
Date


Tue 03 May 2011 114817 0400
To


RogerZimmerman @noaagov Lisa Desfosse LisaDesfosse@noaagov Guy
Davenport GuyDavenport@noaagov Jim Bohnsack


JimBohnsack@noaagov SteveTurner@noaagov Clay Porch
ClayPorch@noaagov Juan Agar JuanAgar@NOAAGOV Aleta Hohn


AletaHohn@noaagov Tom Minello TomMinello@noaagov James M


Nance JamesMNance@noaagov


To


RogerZimmerman @noaagov Lisa Desfosse LisaDesfosse@noaagov Guy
Davenport GuyDavenport@noaagov Jim Bohnsack


JimBohnsack@noaagov SteveTurner@noaagov Clay Porch
ClayPorch@noaagov Juan Agar JuanAgar@NOAAGOV Aleta Hohn


AletaHohn@noaagov Tom Minello TomMinello@noaagov James M


Nance JamesMNance@noaagov
CC


TheoBrainerd@noaagov Peter Thompson PeterThompson@noaagov


Dr Lubchenco will be in New Orleans next week for a variety of events
see below We are being asked to prepare hot topics for her visit
Attached are some hot topics we prepared last year in April I think
most are stale but update if appropriate Please send me your
contributions by COB Wed May 3rd Tomorrow
Thank you
Jen


Original Message
Subject Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Tue 03 May 2011 111642 0400
From Carrie Selberg carrieselberg@noaagov
To Amber Moore AmberMoore@noaagov Pat Montanio


PatMontanio@noaagov Brian T Pawlak BrianTPawlak@noaagov
Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Roy Crabtree
RoyCrabtree@noaagov Lauren B Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov
Bonnie Ponwith BonniePonwith@noaagov Theo Brainerd
TheoBrainerd@noaagov Ayana Johnson AyanaJohnson@noaagov
CC Russell Dunn RussellDunn@noaagov







Good morning


Dr Lubchenco will be traveling to New Orleans May 12 15 While there
she will be


Doing a project announcement for a Coastal Wetlands Planning
Protection and Restoration Act CWPPRA project


Having a business roundtable discussion on disaster preparedness and
resiliency in conjunction with the US Chamber of Commerce Business Civic
Leadership Center and the Gulf Coast Alliance


Doing a home tour with the Make It Right Foundation
Receiving an honorary degree from Loyola University New Orleans and


attending a Universitysponsored luncheon and
Attending a brunch with representatives from the recreational community


SEROSEFSCHabitat
Please send up any hot topics or other issues that Dr Lubchenco should be aware of for her trip


Habitat


Please develop a 3things memo on restoration projects NMFS has done in conjunction
with or for the benefit of recreational fishermen ie artificial
reefs and habitat This will be the focus of the brunch and Dr
Lubchenco should be prepared to discuss this specific topic with a few
examples they will also present some of future areas for collaboration
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From Michael Barnette


To Jennifer Lee


Subject MS trip report
Date Wednesday May 04 2011 110704 AM
Attachments April 2011 MS TED inspection reoortDdf


Michael Barnettevcf


Not sure if I cced you on this or not
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE


National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE


Southeast Regional Office
26313th Avenue South
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St Petersburg FL 33701 5505
7278245312 FAX 8245309
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MEMORANDUM FOR David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources


FROM Michael Barnette


Fishery Biologist


SUBJECT Assessment of Compliance with Turtle Excluder Device
Requirements in Mississippi


DATE May 2 2011


Introduction


On April 2728 I joined Dale Stevens Southeast Fisheries Science CentersPascagoula Lab
Harvesting Branch in Biloxi and Pascagoula Mississippi to evaluate compliance with turtle
excluder device TED requirements in the shrimp fishery The evaluations were conducted
dockside as well as atsea from the Gear Monitoring Team GMT vessel Inspections
conducted without OLE support were made only after obtaining permission from the vessel
captain andor owner we made it clear we were not law enforcement and were conducting
courtesy inspections to assist fishermen with TED installation and performance


Summary of Findings


Atzril 27


Two agents with NOAAsOffice of Law Enforcement OLE participated in vessel inspections
on this day Due to inclement weather however we conducted dockside inspections of several
vessels at Biloxi as well as cursory visual evaluations of other vessels that had no crew onboard
The captains of the vessels indicated they would likely depart to go fishing off Louisiana within
23 weeks


MISS KELLY rigged with a Seymour straight bar TED possessing a singlecover escape
opening The forward horizontal cut only stretched to 53 71 minimum and the measurement
at the escape opening also was deficient stretching to only 57 71 minimum The captain
indicated that he only fished out to 3 nm off Mississippi and Louisiana likely because the vessel
does not possess a federal shrimp fishery permit


none


s







LUCKY TOMMY II employed smalldiameter stainless steel bar TED grids with a double
cover escape opening The bar spacing of the grid exceeded 4 and the overlap of the escape
panel flaps was 18 15 maximum


VIRGIN MARY not boarded but it was apparent the TEDs were installed at steep angles
approximately 70 degrees


KERRY not boarded but it was apparent the TEDs were installed at steep angles
approximately 60 degrees


CAPT THANH had several issues with TEDs Super Shooter TEDs with doublecover escape
openings installed in his nets including 1316 side cuts 20 minimum 17 escape panel
overlap 15 maximum 4250 forward horizontal cuts 56 minimum 5 bar spacing TED
grids not seized in with heavy twine as required and installation of an accelerator funnel that
stretched to only 54 71 minimum


CAPT THANH 4 the Super Shooter TEDs with doublecover escape openings on this vessel
were installed at steep angles of 5861 degrees 55 degrees maximum and the grids were not
seized in with heavy twine as required


KIM THUY the Seymour straight pipe TED grids were found to be installed at 61 degrees 55
degrees maximum and the doublecover escape opening only possessed 16 side cuts 20
minimum and 53 forward horizontal cuts 56 minimum


CAPT JOHN not boarded but we did notice a float was installed on the center of the TED grid
at the escape opening which could hinder the release of a turtle


MISS ANNA not boarded but the straightbar TED grids on this vessel were constructed of
smalldiameter stainless steel with bar spacing in excess of 4


OLE agents issued no citations or written warnings to boarded vessels We were told by one
captain that most of the vessels in Biloxi would be found with steep angles eg 60 degrees


April 28


OLE agents did not participate in vessel inspections on this day as they were reassigned on the
evening of April 27 We departed Pascagoula with Nick Hopkins Southeast Fisheries Science
CentersPascagoula Lab Harvesting Branch aboard the GMT vessel and headed west in
Mississippi Sound Off Pascagoula we noted a cutterhead dredge operation as well as an
inbound bait shrimp boat and a menhaden vessel Finding no shrimp trawlers on the water we
proceeded to Biloxi were we boarded several boats in Back Bay to conduct voluntary 1ED
evaluations


OCEAN VIEW the doublecover escape opening flaps were noted to be secured closedtogether
with a metal carabiner midway along the length of the flaps An illegal webbing ramp was
installed in the TEDs the forward horizontal cut only measured 46 56 minimum the escape


2







opening panel overlap was in excess of 20 15 maximum and the flaps exceeded the 24
maximum length


CAPT TG not boarded but it was apparent the TEDs were installed at steep angles


SEA ANGELS this boat which was planning on departing later in the afternoon to fish off
Grand Isle Louisiana had several significant TED issues The TED grids were installed at 60
degrees 55 degrees maximum the forward horizontal cut on the singlecover escape opening
only stretched to approximately 55 71 minimum and there were no effective side cuts
perhaps 11 curved 26 minimum as the escape opening cut was a curved semi circle versus a
defined rectangular A
opening It was also
noted the TED extensions


were laced in with slick ati r


cord line which could
facilitate exchange of a
TED or allow the 1 S rf


complete removal of a r
41i


rte
TED at sea Additionally
one of the smalldiameter Zi
stainless steel rod TED


grids was installed
i4 a


I


backwards which left a ii
brace bar exposed on the
top face of the grid near fi
the escape opening which Ak


a
r


could hinder the release of
L


xf


a turtle image at right t P


JUDY DANG this boat also had several issues The straightpipe Seymour TED grids were
installed at 66 degrees 55 degree maximum and the singlecover escape opening only had 12
side cuts 26 minimum Also as the singlecover escape flap did not even reach to the
terminal point of the TED grid ie would basically be open during fishing and the TED
extension was laced in the actual use of TEDs at sea by this vessel could be suspect


We also observed a marine


adventure tour boat dragging a
trawl net near Biloxi image at
left The vessel was equippedIt


7 with a winch to recover the net
but it did not have a required1 TED installed in the net


TARA DARLENE upon
departing Biloxi we
encountered the TARA







DARLENE at sea returning to Biloxi The vessel had just unloaded its catch at Bayou La Batre
Alabama after fishing off Baptiste Collette Bayou Louisiana with approximately five other
vessels The captain reported he had been boarded earlier by Mississippi Division of Marine
Resources enforcement officers The new TEDs installed on this vessel were all within


specifications and the only noted deficiency was that the TED grids were not seized in with
heavy twine as required


Discussion


The impetus of this trip was to evaluate TEDs within the shrimp fishery in light of the large
number of turtle standings within Mississippi Sound Effort appears to be minimal within this
area as state waters north of the Intracoastal Waterway are closed and shrimp catch in remaining
open state waters is reportedly low Most vessels inspected were preparing for fishery operations
in offshore waters of Louisiana in the coming weeks During our inspections however we
found significant issues with installed TEDs many of which could likely lead to turtle
mortalities In fact aside from the TARA DARLENE we did not find one legal TED aboard
vessels encountered in Biloxi In response to these troubling findings Dale Stevens scheduled a
TED workshop for Biloxi crews for May 2 While outreach and TED workshops may help
remedy some issues the prevalence of these issues within the fishery indicates voluntary
compliance is not entirely effective and additional enforcement action is needed to address these
deficiencies


cc FEN3 Robbins Dunn
GCSE Smith


FSEC Mitchell Forrester Stevens
FPR3 Schroeder Gutierrez
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From Michael Barnette


To Jennifer Lee


Subject Re MS trip report
Date Wednesday May 04 2011 114615 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


We have reports from TX LA MS and FL This is not a static
situation as TX has apparently stepped up enforcement and we have TED
workshops to address problems as we find them but I think we have
enough to work from to outline the topic and frame up what we think
actual compliance may be or at least within a probable range
Expect LOTS of backlash from OLE I have heard they consider reports
like this scathing and anti LEthatsjust reality though
Mike


Jennifer Lee wrote


You had not so thanks So I know you have sent me one or two other
trip report memos completed previouslyHas each state now been
analyzed for its compliance Is there enough now to write up an
overall evaluation of TED compliance for the biop


Michael Barnette wrote


Not sure if I cced you on this or not
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Re Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall
Date Wednesday May 04 2011 21111 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Has OLE given input regarding this email campaign I didnt see any of
their contacts in the cc list I ask because the fruit of the matter in


the received email is enforcement of TED requirements Perhaps if they
were tasked with responding to some of these requests they may gain a
little additional perspective
Just a thought


Heather Blough wrote
I have not heard anything from anyone re the email campaign since
receiving that 429 email from Heather S we drafted the TPs on our


own initiative assuming FPR and OLE would reviewsupplement them as
needed I think the response Mike drafted would be well suited to this
purpose


David Bernhart wrote


FYI I dont think this is correct is it Were we tasked to respond
to the emails coming to NOAA beyond the TPs we sent up


In any case Helen Golde asked me for any standard response we can
give to PR for their use We can give them the language in the
regional control that Mike just drafted should be in the front
office this afternoon Sound OK


DB


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned
citizen beating a brick wall
Date Wed 04 May 2011 132056 0400
From Heather Sagar HeatherSagarNoaaGov
To Helen Golde HelenGoldenoaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Carrie Selberg
carrieselberg@noaagov
References 4DC18A1B3040605@noaagov


It is m understanding that the Region is dealing with this email
campaign So if the TP below were cleared by the region which I
assume they were then folks should be using them
Hope that helps
Heather


Helen Golde wrote


Heather what is the status of the talking points that David is
referring to below


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen
beating a brick wall
Date Wed 04 May 2011 100522 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov







To Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
CC Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Alexis


Gutierrez AlexisGutierreznoaagovJeremy Rusin
JeremyRusin@noaagov Jim Lecky JimLecky@noaagov Angela
Somma AngelaSommanoaagovHeather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagovKim Amendolakimamendolanoaagov


Hi Helen
In response to your question about responses to this campaign we
were asked to put together talking points last week and we sent the
below to Heather Sagar I dont know if those have been turned into
an email response at HQ or NOAA Is it possible to check with
Heather what happened after we sent this Dont want to reinvent the
wheel or get two different sets of responses going out
DB


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a
brick wall
Date Fri 29 Apr 2011 112658 0400
From Kim Amendola kimamendola@noaagov
To Heather Sagar HeatherSagarNoaaGov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBloughnoaagovRoy Crabtree
RoyCrabtree@noaagov Buck Sutter BuckSutter@noaagov Lauren


B Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhart@noaagov


Hi Heather


Here are a few talking points weve drafted You might want to check
with FPR and OLE as well


Thanks
Kim


NOM Fisheries Service is concerned about the recent increase


in sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico and is closely
monitoring the situation


We are working with our state partners in Louisiana and
Mississippi to monitor shrimp fishing effort off eastern
Louisiana and in Mississippi Sound as well as other possible
sources of sea turtle mortality including dredging projects
and other fisheries


The federal requirement to use approved turtle excluder
devices in shrimp trawl nets applies to Gulf of Mexico shrimp
fishermen regardless of where they are fishing including
state waters of Louisiana with limited exceptions Some types
of shrimp fishing and gear styles like bait shrimpers and
skimmer trawls are allowed to use limited tow times instead
of turtle excluder devices


We are working with NOAAs Office of Law Enforcement our
state partners and the shrimp industry to improve compliance







with turtle excluder device requirements in these areas and to
investigate the possible role of fishing thats not required
to use TEDs


We will continue to monitor the situation and take action as
appropriate


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOM Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108


Subject
Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall
From


Heather Blough HeatherBloughnoaagov
Date


Fri 29 Apr 2011 093956 0400
To


kim amendola kimamendola@noaagov


To


kim amendolakimamendolanoaagov


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall
Date Fri 29 Apr 2011 072257 0400
From Heather Sagar HeatherSagar@NoaaGov
To Heather Blough HeatherBloughnoaagovRoy Crabtree
RoyCrabtree@noaagov Buck Sutter BuckSutter@noaagov


FYI


Original Message
Subject Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall
Date Thu 28 Apr 2011 182019 0400
From DanielleRioux DanielleRioux@noaagov
To Carrie Selberg carrieselberg@noaagov Gloria Thompson
GloriaThompson@noaagov John Oliver JohnOliver@noaagov
Brianne Smith BrianneSmithnoaagovHeather Sagar
HeatherSagarNoaaGov


FYI


Along with this email Dr Lubchenco received over 40 calls today about
TEDs It seems to be a campaign
Cheers







Danielle


Danielle Rioux


Program Coordination Officer
Office of the Under Secretary
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration
1401 Constitution Ave NW Rm 5811
Washington DC 20230


Email DanielleRioux@noaagov
Work 202 482 1172
Cell 202 580 9940
Fax 202 482 4116


Heather Sagar
Office of the Assistant Administrator


NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


1315 EastWest Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910
Phone 301 713 2239


Subject
FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall
From


Jane Lubchenco JaneLubchenco@noaagov
Date


Thu 28 Apr 2011 173121 0400
To


daniellerioux@noaagov DanielleRioux@noaagov
ChristopherMeaney@noaagovChristopherMeaney@noaagov


publicConcerns Turtles@noaagov PublicConcerns Turtles@noaagov


To


daniellerioux@noaagov DanielleRioux@noaagov
ChristopherMeaney@noaagov ChristopherMeaney@noaagov
publicConcernsTurtles@noaagov PublicConcerns Turtles@noaagov


From Aravinda Rao mailtovindanafamanrcom
Sent Thursday April 28 2011 224 PM
To janelubchenco@noaagov
Subject A concerned citizen beating a brick wall
Importance High


Good afternoon Dr Lubchenco


First of all I have to commend you on having a truly courteous
secretary She provided me with your email address and took down my
name and information without the slightest hint of levity


I called Senator Mark Begichs office and was met with no such
courtesy and Id imagine that means Im just wasting my effort







My name is Vinda Rao and Im a US citizen from Watertown
Massachusetts Im writing on behalf of endangered sea turtles the
Kemps Ridley species in particular who are needlessly being killed
by Gulf Coast fishermen in Louisiana especially who thanks to


their carelessness and unwillingness to use simple turtle excluder
devices TEDs There are no enforcement clauses on the record that
would compel them to use these lifesaving devices


Im in public relations Dr Lubchenco I understand how to smile
and nod I also understand that I wont get a personal reply to this
message and that this legislation may never be enacted But its
worth my time to try to reach out to you and encourage you to make
the use of TEDs by fishermen all over America mandatory


Ive never been a fan of fishermen at least not in the US Over
here its not about subsistence farming none of the fishermen here
need to catch a fish to feed their families Instead theyre
employed by conglomerates and will do whatever they can to make a
buck including slaughtering innocent animals I know they dont
give a damn about turtles or any other living creatures but
themselves Theres nothing you or I can do to help them grow a
conscience The entire commercial fishing industry is corrupt and
just like BP got a kick out of burning turtles alive in oil slicks
Im sure these guys enjoy seeing an innocent creature squirm and
suffocate until they die powerless against a larger and less
ethical animal that enjoys inflicting pain


Sea turtles have predated humans by hundreds of thousands of years
but I dont doubt theyll all be extinct within my lifetime and Im
only 27 Its really kind of pathetic Im not some green behind the
ears environmental crusader dressed in hemp and protesting in front
of a landfill I have a full time job I pay my taxes and I vote


Im just ashamed to be part a society where beautiful kind
peace loving creatures are tortured and killed because North
American fishermen are lazy hypocrites I used to love shrimp but I
stopped eating them a year ago when I realized how many turtles were
dying thanks to the US shrimping industry


I cant do anything to stop this Can you


Sincerely


Aravinda Rao


Aravinda Rao


Account Manager


fama PR


250 Northern Avenue


Boston MA 02210


6179865012


vinda@famaprcom mailtovinrianafamanrcom







Twitter @seriousvinda


Heather Sagar
Office of the Assistant Administrator


NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


1315 EastWest Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910
Phone 301 713 2239
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Wednesday May 04 2011 21339 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


OK Not sure we should limit our focus on the lack of enforcement just
to LA though Will revise and get back to you ASAP


David Bernhart wrote


I would remove the final sentence Maybe add a sentence about
Louisiana not enforcing And mention that environmental NGOs are
calling for closuresrestrictions of shrimp fishing in the Gulf
DB


Michael Barnette wrote


Would this be an opportunity to point out to Dr Lubchenco the dire
need for effective enforcement in collaboration with the GMT out of


Pascagoula


GULF OF MEXICO SEA TURTLE STRANDINGS


Recently there has been a significant number of reported sea turtle
strandings in the Gulf of Mexico particularly within the Mississippi
Sound Since March 1 34 sea turtles have washed up on Alabama
beaches while 181 sea turtles have stranded in Mississippi Only 50
sea turtle strandings have been reported from Louisiana waters
however coverage is poor in Louisiana due to the extensive marsh
habitat along the states shore Necropsies have been conducted on
over 30 stranded turtles which revealed that many perished due to
forced submergence We have worked with the US Coast Guard and
state agencies to conduct patrols using both aircraft and surface
vessels to evaluate fishery effort in the area where sea turtles have
stranded particularly throughout Mississippi Sound Additionally
we have dispatched our own Gear Monitoring Team to conduct numerous
turtle excluder device TED compliance evaluations and TED workshops
to improve TED performance within the shrimp fishery Thus far the
causal agents for these strandings has yet to be determined


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mike
Will you please write a hot topics paragraph on the northern Gulf
turtle strandings


Laura Erin do we need any items for the UME or for anything going
on at Audobon


DB


Original Message
Subject Fwd Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Tue 03 May 2011 113106 0400
From Heather Blough HeatherBloughnoaagov
To Miles Croom MilesCroom@noaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhart@noaagov Phil Steele PhilSteele@noaagov
CC Lauren Batte Lugo LaurenBLugonoaagovHeather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov







Hi all Please send me your contributions to the hot topics portion
of this tasker by noon this Thursday 55


Miles Please coordinate directly with FHC re any input you want
to provide to the 3things memo


Phil Please make sure to include a summary of the
discussionaction at the last Council meeting regarding revisiting
commercial recreational allocations


Thanks much


Heather


Original Message
Subject Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Tue 03 May 2011 111642 0400
From Carrie Selberg carrieselberg@noaagov
To Amber Moore AmberMoore@noaagov Pat Montanio


PatMontanio@noaagov Brian T Pawlak BrianTPawlak@noaagov
Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Roy Crabtree
RoyCrabtree@noaagov Lauren B Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov
Bonnie Ponwith BonniePonwithnoaagovTheo Brainerd
TheoBrainerd@noaagov Ayana Johnson AyanaJohnson@noaagov
CC Russell Dunn RussellDunn@noaagov


Good morning


Dr Lubchenco will be traveling to New Orleans May 1215 While
there she will be


Doing a project announcement for a Coastal Wetlands Planning


Protection and Restoration Act CWPPRA project
Having a business roundtable discussion on disaster preparedness and


resiliency in conjunction with the US Chamber of Commerce Business
Civic


Leadership Center and the Gulf Coast Alliance
Doing a home tour with the Make It Right Foundation
Receiving an honorary degree from Loyola University New Orleans and


attending a University sponsored luncheon and
Attending a brunch with representatives from the recreational


community


SEROSEFSCHabitat
Please send up any hot topics or other issues that Dr Lubchenco
should be aware of for her trip


Habitat


Please develop a 3things memo on restoration projects NMFS has done
in conjunction
with or for the benefit of recreational fishermen ie artificial
reefs and habitat This will be the focus of the brunch and Dr
Lubchenco should be prepared to discuss this specific topic with a few
examples they will also present some of future areas for
collaboration







Please send these to Ayana Johnson by COB Thursday


Thank you
Carrie
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Wednesday May 04 2011 23327 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


GULF OF MEXICO SEA TURTLE STRANDINGS


Recently there has been a significant number of reported sea turtle
strandings in the Gulf of Mexico particularly within the Mississippi
Sound Since March 1 34 sea turtles have washed up on Alabama beaches
while 181 sea turtles have stranded in Mississippi Only 50 sea turtle
strandings have been reported from Louisiana waters however coverage
is poor in Louisiana due to the extensive marsh habitat along the
states shore Necropsies have been conducted on over 30 stranded
turtles which revealed that many perished due to forced submergence
We have worked with the US Coast Guard and state agencies to conduct
patrols using both aircraft and surface vessels to evaluate fishery
effort in the area where sea turtles have stranded particularly
throughout Mississippi Sound Additionally we have dispatched our own
Gear Monitoring Team to conduct numerous turtle excluder device TED
compliance evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED performance
within the shrimp fishery We have received numerous calls and emails
from constituents concerned about the sea turtle strandings and
perceived lack of enforcement of TED requirements We have also
received a petition from an environmental group that requests an
emergency closure of the shrimp fishery It should be noted that the
Louisiana Statutes LA RS 56572specifically prevents the enforcement
of TEDs by Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries officers
which complicates sea turtle conservation efforts in the Gulf of Mexico


David Bernhart wrote


We discussed this we should let Dr L know that La has a law


against enforcing


Michael Barnette wrote


OK Not sure we should limit our focus on the lack of enforcement


just to LA though Will revise and get back to you ASAP


David Bernhart wrote


I would remove the final sentence Maybe add a sentence about
Louisiana not enforcing And mention that environmental NGOs are
calling for closuresrestrictions of shrimp fishing in the Gulf
DB


Michael Barnette wrote


Would this be an opportunity to point out to Dr Lubchenco the dire
need for effective enforcement in collaboration with the GMT out of


Pascagoula


GULF OF MEXICO SEA TURTLE STRANDINGS


Recently there has been a significant number of reported sea
turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico particularly within the
Mississippi Sound Since March 1 34 sea turtles have washed up on
Alabama beaches while 181 sea turtles have stranded in
Mississippi Only 50 sea turtle strandings have been reported from







Louisiana waters however coverage is poor in Louisiana due to the
extensive marsh habitat along the states shore Necropsies have
been conducted on over 30 stranded turtles which revealed that
many perished due to forced submergence We have worked with the
US Coast Guard and state agencies to conduct patrols using both
aircraft and surface vessels to evaluate fishery effort in the area
where sea turtles have stranded particularly throughout
Mississippi Sound Additionally we have dispatched our own Gear
Monitoring Team to conduct numerous turtle excluder device TED
compliance evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED performance
within the shrimp fishery Thus far the causal agents for these
strandings has yet to be determined


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mike
Will you please write a hot topics paragraph on the northern Gulf
turtle strandings


Laura Erin do we need any items for the UME or for anything
going on at Audobon


DB


Original Message
Subject Fwd Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Tue 03 May 2011 113106 0400
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
To Miles Croom MilesCroom@noaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhart@noaagov Phil Steele PhilSteelenoaagov
CC Lauren Batte Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov


Hi all Please send me your contributions to the hot topics
portion of this tasker by noon this Thursday 55


Miles Please coordinate directly with FHC re any input you want
to provide to the 3things memo


Phil Please make sure to include a summary of the
discussionaction at the last Council meeting regarding revisiting
commercial recreational allocations


Thanks much


Heather


Original Message
Subject Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Tue 03 May 2011 111642 0400
From Carrie Selberg carrieselberg@noaagov
To Amber Moore AmberMoorenoaagovPat Montanio
PatMontanio@noaagov Brian T Pawlak BrianTPawlak@noaagov
Heather Blough HeatherBloughnoaagovRoy Crabtree
RoyCrabtree@noaagov Lauren B Lugo LaurenBLugonoaagov
Bonnie Ponwith BonniePonwith@noaagov Theo Brainerd


TheoBrainerd@noaagov Ayana Johnson AyanaJohnson@noaagov
CC Russell Dunn RussellDunn@noaagov







Good morning


Dr Lubchenco will be traveling to New Orleans May 12 15 While
there she will be


Doing a project announcement for a Coastal Wetlands Planning


Protection and Restoration Act CWPPRA project
Having a business roundtable discussion on disaster preparedness


and


resiliency in conjunction with the US Chamber of Commerce Business
Civic


Leadership Center and the Gulf Coast Alliance
Doing a home tour with the Make It Right Foundation
Receiving an honorary degree from Loyola University New Orleans


and


attending a University sponsored luncheon and
Attending a brunch with representatives from the recreational


community


SEROSEFSCHabitat
Please send up any hot topics or other issues that Dr Lubchenco
should be aware of for her trip


Habitat


Please develop a 3things memo on restoration projects NMFS has
done in conjunction
with or for the benefit of recreational fishermen ie artificial
reefs and habitat This will be the focus of the brunch and Dr
Lubchenco should be prepared to discuss this specific topic with
a few


examples they will also present some of future areas for
collaboration


Please send these to Ayana Johnson by COB Thursday


Thank you
Carrie
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Re Fwd RE PAH screening in necropsy findings
Date Wednesday May 04 2011 33934 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I left it in because the sentence read that we are investigating it
which technically we are Just no findings yet


This is in reference to your letter received on April 14 2011
regarding the recent sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico Let
me assure you that I share your concern regarding the elevated turtle
strandings reported in the Gulf of Mexico


First please allow me share with you the actions we have taken in
response to the sea turtle strandings Over the past month NOAA has
worked diligently to identify the cause or causes for these elevated
strandings NOM veterinarians have conducted over 30 necropsies on
stranded sea turtles from the Mississippi Sound area to determine
causes of death Simultaneously we have investigated various
potential sources of mortality such as fishery activities dredge
operations as well as harmful algae blooms polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons or other toxic agents We have worked with the US Coast
Guard and various state agencies to conduct patrols using both aircraft
and surface vessels to evaluate fishery effort in the area where sea
turtles have stranded particularly throughout Mississippi Sound
Additionally we have dispatched our own Gear Monitoring Team GMT to
conduct numerous turtle excluder device TED compliance evaluations and
TED workshops to improve TED performance within the shrimp fishery Due
to concerns regarding dredge operations the US Army Corps of
Engineers has recently implemented relocation trawlers in conjunction
with hopper dredging at Gulfport Mississippi These and other efforts
are ongoing in an attempt to reveal the causes for the sea turtle
strandings so that we may initiate an appropriate and effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear explanation
into the Mississippi Sound area sea turtle stranding event While the
necropsy results indicate a significant number of turtles likely
perished due to forced submergence the overall lack of fishery effort
in the subject area presents a dilemma Significant portions of
Mississippi Sound were closed to fishing during the stranding event and
skimmer trawls in particular have not been actively fishing in this
area Fishing effort in the open areas off Mississippi has been
extremely low ie 2 3 vessels due to poor shrimp catch rates The
menhaden fishery was inactive during the stranding event and only
recently initiated operations There have been no takes reported by the
hopper dredges working at Gulfport that may indicate these activities
may be at least partially responsible for the elevated strandings
Based on necropsy results no harmful algae bloom or other toxic
elements were found to be contributory factors in any of the sea turtle
mortalities


Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as
enforcement of TED requirements throughout the year Additionally we
are coordinating our efforts with the US Coast Guard Mississippi
Division of Marine Resources Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and







other state agencies We expect this increased monitoring and
enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp fishery to use and
effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and minimize sea turtle
mortality Should we observe a significant pulse in sea turtle
strandings that may be associated with the Mississippi or Texas shrimp
season we will determine the appropriate course of action to quickly
and effectively remedy the situation which may include a fishery
closure if necessary


David Bernhart wrote


OK Was the PAH language in what we sent up for the Schwaab control
Will you please make sure Barbara deletes that reference


And please send me the revised language electronically so I can send
to Helen for this other tasker Ive got


DB


Michael Barnette wrote


I guess I remembered incorrectly I will delete that from the letter


Original Message
Subject RE PAH screening in necropsy findings
Date Wed 04 May 2011 142133 0400
From StacyBrian A bstacy@ufledu
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
References 4DC197BE4040204@noaagov


No visible oil except for one focal area of tar on one animal The
testing for PAHs and contaminants in under NRDA purview I collect
the standard samples and defer to them for the analyses The
methodology for some types of samples has not be standardized and
decomposition likely is a significant problem for some types of
testing such as PAH detection and characterization


Brian


Brian A Stacy DVM PhD DACVP
NOAANMFSProtected Resources
Marine Animal Disease Laboratory
University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine
Aquatic Animal Health Program
Please use the following emails bstacy@ufledu or BrianStacy@noaagov


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaagov Sent
Wednesday May 04 2011 215 PM
To Brian Stacy
Subject PAH screening in necropsy findings


Hi Brian


I seem to recall you mentioned there was no trace of oils or other
contaminants in the necropsied turtles from the MS Sound strandings


just wanted to confirm my recollection
Thanks







Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Beverly Smith


Cc David Bernhart Teletha Mincev Dennis Klemm


Subject Re Fwd Fwd FOIA REQUEST FROM LOPEZ CBD INPUT NEEDED PRIOR TO TASKING FOR RECORDS
SEARCH


Date Thursday May 05 2011 14600 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Yes there would be additional material Also I suspect there may be
documents and correspondence from OLE HQ and SER regarding All
documents regarding law enforcement actions for violations during shrimp
trawling activities and enforcement actions concerning sea turtles in
the Gulf of Mexico from April 20 2010 present as there has been
several briefings e mails and memos over the past year on this issue


Beverly Smith wrote
Thanks David and yes I know the date range will be from the last
cutoff date to the present FOIA receipt date7272010 to the cutoff
date set by NOAA probably4222011 Also the Winders request is
512 not 513


Unfortunately the 503 releasable records have been in GCSE since
122010 for review I am sure the requester will accept these records
but its tough not knowing when I can release them to her let alone
release them to the original requester


Bev


On4272011 1037 AM David Bernhart wrote
I think they are the same content wise but the newer FOIA might
include a wider range of dates ie the documents that came after
the close of 503 and 513


DB


Beverly Smith wrote
Thanks Teletha Hopefully Dennis and Mike will check their emails
and they can let me know this week
Bev


On4272011 925 AM Teletha Mincey wrote
Bev
I believe the responsive records provided for 503 and 513 meets the
needs andor fits the criteria of requester LOPEZ However
BarnetteKlemm should make the final call


ps They are both in travel status this week
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From Michael Barnette


To Heather Blouah


Subject Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Thursday May 05 2011 15642 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd Fwd Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Wed 04 May 2011 143327 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
References 4DC04393500@noaagov 4DC048CE5040900noaagov
4DC194236000306@noaagov 4DC197531010609@noaagov
4DC199415040600@noaagov


GULF OF MEXICO SEA TURTLE STRANDINGS


Recently there has been a significant number of reported sea turtle
strandings in the Gulf of Mexico particularly within the Mississippi
Sound Since March 1 34 sea turtles have washed up on Alabama beaches
while 181 sea turtles have stranded in Mississippi Only 50 sea turtle
strandings have been reported from Louisiana waters however coverage
is poor in Louisiana due to the extensive marsh habitat along the
states shore Necropsies have been conducted on over 30 stranded
turtles which revealed that many perished due to forced submergence
We have worked with the US Coast Guard and state agencies to conduct
patrols using both aircraft and surface vessels to evaluate fishery
effort in the area where sea turtles have stranded particularly
throughout Mississippi Sound Additionally we have dispatched our own
Gear Monitoring Team to conduct numerous turtle excluder device TED
compliance evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED performance
within the shrimp fishery We have received numerous calls and emails
from constituents concerned about the sea turtle strandings and
perceived lack of enforcement of TED requirements We have also
received a petition from an environmental group that requests an
emergency closure of the shrimp fishery It should be noted that the
Louisiana Statutes LA RS 56572specifically prevents the enforcement
of TEDs by Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries officers
which complicates sea turtle conservation efforts in the Gulf of Mexico


David Bernhart wrote


We discussed this we should let Dr L know that La has a law


against enforcing


Michael Barnette wrote


OK Not sure we should limit our focus on the lack of enforcement


just to LA though Will revise and get back to you ASAP


David Bernhart wrote


I would remove the final sentence Maybe add a sentence about
Louisiana not enforcing And mention that environmental NGOs are
calling for closuresrestrictions of shrimp fishing in the Gulf
DB







Michael Barnette wrote


Would this be an opportunity to point out to Dr Lubchenco the dire
need for effective enforcement in collaboration with the GMT out of


Pascagoula


GULF OF MEXICO SEA TURTLE STRANDINGS


Recently there has been a significant number of reported sea
turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico particularly within the
Mississippi Sound Since March 1 34 sea turtles have washed up on
Alabama beaches while 181 sea turtles have stranded in
Mississippi Only 50 sea turtle strandings have been reported from
Louisiana waters however coverage is poor in Louisiana due to the
extensive marsh habitat along the states shore Necropsies have
been conducted on over 30 stranded turtles which revealed that
many perished due to forced submergence We have worked with the
US Coast Guard and state agencies to conduct patrols using both
aircraft and surface vessels to evaluate fishery effort in the area
where sea turtles have stranded particularly throughout
Mississippi Sound Additionally we have dispatched our own Gear
Monitoring Team to conduct numerous turtle excluder device TED
compliance evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED performance
within the shrimp fishery Thus far the causal agents for these
strandings has yet to be determined


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Mike
Will you please write a hot topics paragraph on the northern Gulf
turtle strandings


Laura Erin do we need any items for the UME or for anything
going on at Audobon


DB


Original Message
Subject Fwd Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Tue 03 May 2011 113106 0400
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
To Miles Croom MilesCroom@noaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhartnoaagovPhil Steele PhilSteele@noaagov
CC Lauren Batte Lugo LaurenBLugonoaagovHeather Blough


Heather Blough@noaagov


Hi all Please send me your contributions to the hot topics
portion of this tasker by noon this Thursday 55


Miles Please coordinate directly with FHC re any input you want
to provide to the 3things memo


Phil Please make sure to include a summary of the
discussionaction at the last Council meeting regarding revisiting
commercial recreational allocations


Thanks much


Heather







Original Message
Subject Dr L Trip to New Orleans LA
Date Tue 03 May 2011 111642 0400
From Carrie Selberg carrieselberg@noaagov
To Amber Moore AmberMoorenoaagovPat Montanio
PatMontanio@noaagov Brian T Pawlak BrianTPawlak@noaagov
Heather Blough HeatherBloughnoaagovRoy Crabtree
RoyCrabtree@noaagov Lauren B Lugo LaurenBLugonoaagov
Bonnie Ponwith BonniePonwith@noaagov Theo Brainerd


TheoBrainerd@noaagov Ayana Johnson AyanaJohnson@noaagov
CC Russell Dunn RussellDunnnoaagov


Good morning


Dr Lubchenco will be traveling to New Orleans May 12 15 While
there she will be


Doing a project announcement for a Coastal Wetlands Planning


Protection and Restoration Act CWPPRA project
Having a business roundtable discussion on disaster preparedness


and


resiliency in conjunction with the US Chamber of Commerce Business
Civic


Leadership Center and the Gulf Coast Alliance
Doing a home tour with the Make It Right Foundation
Receiving an honorary degree from Loyola University New Orleans


and


attending a University sponsored luncheon and
Attending a brunch with representatives from the recreational


community


SEROSEFSCHabitat
Please send up any hot topics or other issues that Dr Lubchenco
should be aware of for her trip


Habitat


Please develop a 3things memo on restoration projects NMFS has
done in conjunction
with or for the benefit of recreational fishermen ie artificial
reefs and habitat This will be the focus of the brunch and Dr
Lubchenco should be prepared to discuss this specific topic with
a few


examples they will also present some of future areas for
collaboration


Please send these to Ayana Johnson by COB Thursday


Thank you
Carrie
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From Teletha Mincev


To Michael Barnette


Subject FOIA 2011 00408 Bilsky
Date Monday May 09 2011 13220 PM
Attachments 2011 00408 Bilskvodf


Please store responsive records in mailstore client Please label as 2011
00408 Releasable andor 2011 00408 Not Releasable


Search Parameter 10012010 04202011


Description of FOIA Request All records relating to enforcement
requirements for certain fishing gear in the Gulf of Mexico to use Turtle
Excluder Devices including requirements set forth in 50 CFR 223206 relating
to shrimp trawls


THANK YOU


FOIA request attached


Teletha Mincey
Program Analyst
NOAA Fisheries


Southeast Region
263 13th Ave S


St Petersburg FL 33701 5505
727 551 5772 Direct Line


727 824 5309 Fax







rtiltRl CD244 U S DEPARTMENT OF 1 DOCIFOI facilit
C rat Y


FOIA REQUEST AND ACTION RECORD
NOAH


Pursuant to 5 USC 552 and 15 CFR 4 2 Request No
2011 0040


3 Nance address phone of requester 4 Description of records requested


Eric Bilsky A copy of all records created on or after Oct 1 2010
Oceana relating to enforcement of requirements for certan
1350 Connecticut Avenue NW 5th Floor fishing gear in the Gulf of Mexico to use Turtle Excluder
Washington DC 20036 Devices TEDS including requirements set forth to 50


CFR 223206 relating to shrimp trawls


FEE WAIVER REQUESTED


5 Request i Date f Time f Bi
Received


04202011
i


Marie Marks


Qd 6 request returned nr requester contacted to nonfy or for other reason Explain on Ieverse side of White Cnpy


7 Request
I


Date f Time I B
fulfilled


by facility


ACTION ASSIGNED TO NMFS Mike Justen i7LE Nnnp en A
Date 04202011


9 Due Date By law 10 Comments Or Instructions
this request must


tPlease return copy response letter onlyhr answPed nn py of res onse letter onl and completed Form CD 244 to the NOAA FOIA
later than Office Room 10652 SSMC3 If more than 20 business days are needed please contact the
0512011 requester directly inform FOIA staff


11 Received I Date


I Time I ByIn Action
Office


12 Fee Provisions
13 Tolling of time Provisions see 4 9fdi1


a WIhq1 further nut e requester agrees to pay a estimated ee exceeds authorization
full amount oI uU tO 5


b estimated fee exceeds 5250 and lac ks


fees redtI d or waived Jed by wham attachrxpianabon19h authorization
etrftliaC


C requester delinquent in past payments
Noefitaton nI fees sent to requester on


l Payment al 5 ractivett on


14 Initial Determination Summarize per subparagraph704d3DAO 20514 attach another sheet if necessary 46 applies


ICC
d


14 a Clearance Officials


Name


Office Title


Date


15 Collectible Cost per Fee Schedule49b 16 Non collectible Costs


Estimated Actual


Search fee S 5


Copyirlo
ROWn w


Total Collectible 4 000 s 000


17 Action 1 Srgnnture Position title I DateOffice


White Copy To be returned to FOI Facility Yellow Copy To be retained by Action Office Pink Copy To be retained in FOI Facility







oYf OFe


M UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE


i National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE


wares Silver Spring MO 20910


APR 2 2 2011


Mr Eric Bilsky
OCEANA


1350 Connecticut Avenue NW


5111 Floor


Washington DC 20036


Dear Mr Bilsky


This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your Freedom of information Act FO1A request You
requested all records in all formats including but not limited to computerfiles email messages
printed material and hand written notes created on or after October 1 2010 relating to
enforcement of requirements for certain fishing gear in the Oul of Mexico to use Turtle
Excluder Devices TEDs including the requirements set forth in 50 CFR 223206 relating to


shrimp trawls


You requested that all fees associated with processing this request be waived This will be taken
into consideration


Your request was received in our office on April 18 2011 For tracking purposes we have
assigned your request NOAA FOIA No 201100408


If you have any questions regarding your request please contact me at 301 713 1364


Sincerely


Michael E Justen


NMFS FOIA liaison Officer


Anon N
I


Printed on Recycled Paper
e r







DATE April 22 2011


MEMORANDUM FOR Mark Paterni OLE Supervisory Criminal Investigator
Diana Avery acting FOIA Coordinator


FROM Michael E Justen NMFS FOIA Officer


Jerenda Burroughs FOIA Clerk


SUBJECT FOIA 201100408


Requester Mr Eric Bilsky
Company OCEANA


RE all records created on or after October 1 2010 relating to
enforcement of requirements for certain fishing gear in the Gulfof
Mexico to use Turtle Excluder Devices TEDs including the
requirements set fntlr in 50 CFR Ss 223206 relating to shrimp
trait


I am forwarding a copy of the attached FOIA request for your immediate attention Please produce two sets of photo
copies retain your original of all documents that may be responsive to the request This would include in addition to final
documents drafts notes informal records and electronic records You must search every place that could reasonably be
expected to have responsive documents


Please make sure that you identify any documents or portions of documents that originated with another office agency
or bureau that need to be referred for disclosure determinations


One set of copies not original documents should be produced without annotation On the second set please identify
whether you believe the documents or any portion of the documents should be withheld from disclosure because it is not
an agency record outside the scope of the request privileged confidential an invasion of personal privacy or for any other
legitimate reason recognized by FOIA You must include the FOIA exemption next to any information you identify as
protected from disclosure The office that originated a document must make disclosure determinations for that document


The cutoff date for the search is4202011 In order to meet this requirement you must begin the search immediately
on this date If you cannot begin your search on this date please contact your FOIA National Coordinator Documents
created after this date are not responsive to the request If the search is delayed for any reason please notify your FOIA
National Coordinator immediately but no later than 24 hours from the date listed


Attached is a list of FOIA exemptions for your use in making disclosure determinations Please contact me if you have
questions


In order to be responsive to this request in a timely manner please respond to the requester by COB on5182011 and
return a copy of the response letter completed Form CD244 to the NOAA Fisheries FOIA Office SSMC3Room 14238 If
more than 20 business days are needed please contact the requester directly and inform us of the new due date If you
have any questions you may contact Michael E Justen NOAA Fisheries FOIA Office on 301 7131364 x147 or
mikejusten@noaagov


Please fill out the form listed below and maintain as a part of your administrative record if you are providing input to an
office that is serving as the Lead Office for responding to this FOIA request please complete and submit this form along
with the responsive records to the office that is serving as the lead FOIA Office


When providing your response please attach written documentation of
1 Which officesoriginated the documents
2 Who made disclosure determinations showing that the originating office is the office that made the


disclosure determinations







FOIA 2011 00408


Requester Mr Eric 8ilsky
Company OCEANA


RE all records cleated on or after October 1 2010 relating to enforcement of requirements for certain fishing gear
in the Gulf of Merico to use Turtle Eeclutter Devices TEL7s including the requirements setforth in 50 C F R
223206 relating to shrimp trawls


THIS RESPONSE MUST BE SIGNED BY A SENIOR OFFICIAL IN YOUR OFFICE If you have any questions about the scope of
this request or the FOIA exemptions please contact the Lead FOIA Office for responding to this FOIA request Only the
Lead FO1A Office will communicate with the requester


Please sign this sheet of paper and check all of the appropriate boxes


j My office CLOSED this request DUE TO NON PAYMENT OF FEES


j My office copied for our files and transmitted all responsive documents within its possession that are releasable in
their entirety


j My office copied noted the exemption and held all responsive documents within its possession which we found
reason to partially withhold


1 My office copied noted the exemption and held all responsive documents within its possession which we found
reason to withhold entirely


J My office copied and referred all responsive documents within it possession of my office to the originating office
bureau or federal agency for disclosure determinations


J My office conducted a record search and did not find any responsive documents


j The NOAA Fisheries Office that originated or has control of the documents made all disclosure determinations


j My office 1 completed a foreseeable harm review and analysis for all withheld documents and portions of
documents and 2 determined that disclosure of the withheld material will result in harm to an interest protected
by the asserted exemption or that disclosure is prohibited by law Name of persons most knowledgeable with the
issue of foreseeable harm


Program Manager


j Interim response 1 Final response


Signature Senior Official Date


Attachments


Copy of FOIA request
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OCEANA


Apiil 19 201 1


Iia Email


Freedom of 11116111 mtittn dicer


Natio tat Oceanic and tniospttcric Administration
PublicRefelence Facility OFA2
1315 Fast West Highway SSMC3
Room 10730


Silver Spring Mar land 20910
Emlt1 I O1Aunotlaov


Re Freedom of Information Request


1ctr 1 O1 01flet


Pursuant to the Freedom of lnlormation Act ECIA 5 USC 552 and the United States
Department of ommcrcc FOiA regulations 15 CFR part 4 Occana requests the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration NOAA and the National Marine Fisheries Service NMFS
together tlte agency 10 disclose the records described herein and to grant a waiver of all feet
associated with processintt the request


Occa strongly encourages NOAA to Iollow the letter and spirit of the administrationspolio
concerning transparency ihe Attorney General has mstructcd following President Obantasdreetke
that 1 he Freedom of Information Act should be administered with a clear presumption In the face of
doubt openness prevails Memorandum from Attorney General Eric Holder on The Freedom of
Information et to 11 uis of Executive Departments and Agencies at I March 192009 In keeping
with this commitment to open government the Attorney General stated that an agency should not
withhold information simply because it inay do so legally id Rather the memorandum strongly
encoutagcldJ agencies to make discretionary disclosures of information Id Furthermore the
Attorney Cicneral instructed agencies whenever possible to make partial disclosure in the event that a
requested recltd cannot he disclosed Id


REQUEST FOR RECORDS


Oceana requests all records in all formats including but not limited to computer email
messages primed material and hand written notes created on or after October 1 2010 relating to
entinccnment of requirements for certain fishing gear in the Gulf of Mexico to use Turtle Excluder
1 ice 1 FIs including the requirements set forth in 50CFR 223206 relating to shrimp trawls


E N Ei i ChtanAEiLt







Freedom of Information Request
April 19 20 I 1
faee 2 of 5


Occana requests that the agency search all locations where any of the above described records
nun be found ntcluding but not limited to its headquarters office and any office laboratory or ether
faciltt in the aatencysSoutheast Region eg Southeast Regional Office Southeast Fisheries Science
Centel iak estonIaboratoiy Panama City Laboratory Pascagotila Laboratory and Beaulirt
I borator


RlOLIEST FOR WAIVERE4x


Oceana requests a waiver of fees associated with this FOIA request pursuant to FO1A and the
Department of Commerce implementing regulations Clccana is entitled to a waiver of all search Ices
as a menthet of the news media because it is an organization that regularly publishes or disseminates
infOrtnation to he public Occana is also entitled to a waiver of all search and copying Lees wide the
public interest standard because it is a ioncommercial organization whose disclosure of the
info mauon is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of government activities


ccana Is a Media Representative for Purnoses of FOIA


Members ofthe news media are entitled to waivers of search fees The regulations define a
media representative as a person who gathers news for an entity that is organized and operated to
publish or broadcast news to the public News media broadly disseminate information about current
events orofcurrent interest to thepublic The waiter extends to a nonprofit organization that
gathers information of potential interest a segment of the public uses its editorial skills to turn the
raw materials into a distinct work and distributes that work to an audicnee


Occana functions as a member of the news media because it regularly gathers publishes and
disseminates information to the public Ccetnta gathers synthesizes and publishes information and
news concerning marine conservation which it broadly disseminates to its membership and the pres
through its website and blot press rcicases quarterly print magazine and monthly email nctasletter
which it distributes to its over 05000 members and supporters


Oeeana Oualiics for a Fee Waiver Under the Public interest Test


Oceana qualifies for a fee waiver under the public interest test which agencies must construe
Itbetally The FOIA provides that


t 0 552


15t1R 11


1 S t e 552a4Aii11 15 CtR 411a6 411d1
s l ti 552i4Aiii 15 I R 4111
5 t S C 552a4Ai11115 C 1 R 41 100 y 4 1141
15C 1 R 11 t
l 1


Aui 1Rc 1rt hire r f1O 880 F21 1381 i387 DC Cir 1989 Elec Pirarrlrjo Clr r 101 21 F Snpp2d
D 20031


581 1 21 at 118 quoting 132 one Rec S14298 daily ed Sept 30 1956 241 F Sup0 2d at 1
Fuji 114th 1 11 Dept divorce 13 1 Stipp 2d 52 53 54 DI0 2031 wehsuc that disseminated mti


and ra stok aeteuitictcut to establish status of representative at media
i ii 1 1 it t1evtilener that was published regularly over a period of time and uisserninak dl actual nc to the


iwHic ts e thane that nonprofit organirtmon v as a member of the newt media


c nn i eoan







Fieedotn of Information Request
prtl 19 201 I
Page 3 of 5


Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the fees
established under clause tit if disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is
likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the
government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of the requester


In enacting the original statute Congress intended that the public interest standard he liberally
construed and that fees not be used as an obstacle to disclosure of requested infirmuicn In the


Freedom of Information Reform Act of 1986 Congress reaffirmed its intent that the ice waiver
provision be liberally construed in favor of waivers for noncommercial requesters i The 1986
amendmentsprimary purpose was to remove the roadblocks and technicalities which have been used
by c tout Federal agencies to deny waivers or reductions of fees under the FO1i to the new media
and public interest users of the FCI


As the DC Circuit has articulated agencies follow a two pronged test under FOIA to
determine vv hether a fee waiver should be granted One prong demands that the requester not Wye a
commercial interest in the disclosure of the intonnation sought The other prong of the test requires
that the disclosure of the information be likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of
the operations or activities of the govcrnmcnt


Oceana meets both parts oldie test to qualify for a waiver of Pecs First Oceana is a ti 5d1c3
taxecntpt nonprofit international advocacy organization dedicated to mitigating and Inviting
env tiontrnntal threats to the oceans through policy advocacy science law and public education
Ocean activities include I efforts to keep the oceans free of mercury oil and other pollutants that
threaten humans 2 promotion of responsible fishing practices that will allow for the continuing


of coastal communities and 3 efforts to address global climate change and ocean
acidification that threaten to harm Arctic and coastal communities Occana has no commercial interest


in the documents requested and will not use than for commercial gain


The second prong of the test requires Occana to show that disclosure of the information is in
tltc public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of thc
operations or activities ofthe government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of the
iequestcr As discussed above agencies are to construe this test liberally in favor of the requester
The Department of Commerce is to consider thc subject oldie request the informative value oldie
information the likelihood that it will contribute to a public understanding and the significance of the
contribution


Oceanas request satisfies the second part of the test The subject of the information must
directly concern government activities The subject of the records requested satisfies this standard


l 5t 5524a04A010


Cctural ImelliktnrAgenrt 4711 F Stipp 1175 1177 D1C 1979
Conl Rcc 511295 Sept 30 1986 stitement of Sen Leahy


132 Cont Rcc S 16496 Cet 15 1986 statement ofSen Leahy
1rrrnu t souredTrhingeweAgenrr 843 F2d 14111 1481 r C Cir 19811 citations omitted
5 LS C 552014000
t C1 R 411110120149


15t 111 4 11102i


NnrlkAmrma CottlAunuc Arnn
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because Oceana is icquesting records concerning the agencysenforcement of regulations essential to
the protection of endangered and threatened sca turtles


f he information must also be likely to contrihulc to an understanding of government
apeiations or activ itias and be meaningfully inlbrmativct of theni The United States fisheries ofs


the Ciulf of Zlexico interact with many thousands of threatened and endangered sea turtles every year
ht accordance with federal law and the agencys regulations and policies protecting threatened and
endangered species reducing the catching and killing olsca turtles is a national priority It is also an
issue that is of significant concern to the general public


The standard requires that the disclosure be likely to contribute to public understanding of the
subject In this regard the requestersexpertise in the subject arca and ability and intention to
effectively eon ey information to the public shall be considered Occana has expertise in thc
suhtect area minasstaff includes marine biologists and scientists able to analyze and translate to
the broader public the governmentsscientific information policy analysts lawyers and lobbyists able
to explain the governmentsactivitiesand operations to the public and communication specialists with
access to the Internet and mass media Release of the information requested will enable Occana to
educate its staff members activists and the general public about these matters


The public interest standard also requires that the disclosed information contribute significantly
to public understanding of the government operations or activities Oceanasheadquarters is located
to Washington DC and Ocean has additional offices in key US coastal areas a South American
office in Santiago Chile a Central American office in Belize City Belize and European offices In
Madrid Spain and Bnisscls Belgium Oceanaswchsite and publications educate its 485722
members and aupporters and the public regarding government regulation of sea turtles Oceana
obtains broad media coerage For example during the year 2010 21005 media stories about Occana
01 citing Occana were published or broadcast around the world


Oecana intends to convey information to the public about cntorcemeni lithe TEDs
requirement because it is relevant to its advocacy campaigns Occana is engaged in a national campaign
to reduce the catching and killing ofsea turtles including catching and killing in the United States
fisheries of the i111101 Mexico The use and cnlbrcemcnt ofTEDs is crucial in the effort to reduce thc


eatchin i and killing of sea turtles In filet ecana advocates the expansion of the TED requirement to
other trawl fisheries where TEDs are not currently required Moreover as part of its campaign Occana
advocates for greater protection and a change of listing status for loggerhead sea turtles Evidence
concerning the enforcement of the TED requirement will contribute to the debate concerning the need
for further protections for the loggerhead In support of its campaign Oceana will review and analyze
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an records provided by the agency in response to this FIt request to determine the nature and
suilicienc oldie governmentsefforts to enforce the regulatory requirement to use t LLs 11 Will also
share the records andor results or its analysis with scientists non profit regional and national
en ironmental organizations government managers and polieynmakcrs its members and supporters
andor the general public Members or the public who support protecting sea turtles from the adverse
effects of lishnggear vill directly and indirectly benefit from Oceanasinformation sharing and
advcaey


In this oay Occana will contribute preiousiy undisclosed information to a public
understanding oh compliance with the 1 requirement in the Gulf of Mexico and government actions
to address the problem Oceana thcteorc possesses and will USC its institutional abilities to educate the
public about the information contained in documents responsive to this FO1A request


I look forward to your response within twenty days as required by 5 LiSC 552aA1
1 hank you for your assistance Please feel free to contact me at 202 833 3o900 if you have an
questions concerning this request


Very truly ours


Eric A Rilsky
Assistant General Counsel







From Michael Barnette


To Nancy Daves


Cc Staci Riial Menard Marlene M


Subject Re Fwd 2011 Colombia TED inspection trip report
Date Tuesday May 10 2011 13655 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Nancy
Yes I think that sentence captures it fairly well
Cheers
Mike


Nancy Daves wrote
Hey Michael


Thanks again for this update We will be participating in a High Level
Partnership Dialogue with Colombia at the end of the month and wanted
to include a couple of sentences about the recent certification of the
Colombian Governmentsshrimp trawl fishery sea turtle protection
program under PL 101 162 Section 609 I have included Staci Rijal
of NOAAs Office of International Affairs who is coordinating our
participation in this email


Heres my best stab at a draft do you agree


The United States recently certified Colombias shrimp trawl fishery
sea turtle protection program as comparable in effectiveness to the
program in effect in the United States Although Colombian inspectors
exhibited a basic level of proficiency during our meetings with
government officials we stressed that a partnership between INCODER
and the Colombian Coast Guard is essential for an effective Turtle


Excluder Device program and that atsea inspections and enforcement
would significantly strengthen Colombias program replaces
potentially jeopardizes their certification standing in the future


Thanks for your help


Saludos


Nancy


Original Message
Subject 2011 Colombia TED inspection trip report
Date Tue 22 Mar 2011 112600 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierreznoaagovMenard Marlene M MenardMMstategov
John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffmannoaagovNancy Daves NancyDaves@noaagov Jack H


ForresterJackHForresternoaagov







Attached


Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Subject Re Fwd 2011 Colombia TED inspection trip report
Date Tuesday May 10 2011 33756 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Appears they have dropped off at least for the time being Getting
tons of FOIA requests in the wake of it though


Menard Marlene M wrote
Hi Mike
Hope you are good How are the turtle strandings going Have they
decreased


Marlene


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaovl
Sent Tuesday May 10 2011 137 PM
To Nancy Daves
Cc Staci Rijal Menard Marlene M
Subject Re Fwd 2011 Colombia TED inspection trip report


Hi Nancy
Yes I think that sentence captures it fairly well
Cheers
Mike


Nancy Daves wrote


Hey Michael


Thanks again for this update We will be participating in a High Level


Partnership Dialogue with Colombia at the end of the month and wanted
to include a couple of sentences about the recent certification of the


Colombian Governmentsshrimp trawl fishery sea turtle protection
program under PL 101 162 Section 609 I have included Staci Rijal
of NOAAs Office of International Affairs who is coordinating our
participation in this email


Heres my best stab at a draft do you agree


The United States recently certified Colombiasshrimp trawl fishery
sea turtle protection program as comparable in effectiveness to the
program in effect in the United States Although Colombian inspectors
exhibited a basic level of proficiency during our meetings with
government officials we stressed that a partnership between INCODER
and the Colombian Coast Guard is essential for an effective Turtle


Excluder Device program and that atsea inspections and enforcement
would significantly strengthen Colombiasprogram replaces







potentially jeopardizes their certification standing in the
future


Thanks for your help


Saludos


Nancy


Original Message
Subject 2011 Colombia TED inspection trip report
Date Tue 22 Mar 2011 112600 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroedernoaagovAlexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Menard Marlene M MenardMM @stategov


John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov Nancy Daves NancyDaves@noaagov Jack H


ForresterJackHForresternoaagov


Attached


Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To Menard Marlene M


Subject Re Fwd 2011 Colombia TED inspection trip report
Date Tuesday May 10 2011 34241 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Requests on TED compliance and enforcement from NGOs Fun stuff


Menard Marlene M wrote
Thats good news What kind of FOIS requests are you getting Sounds
like a bunch of work


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnetteTnoaaaov
Sent Tuesday May 10 2011 338 PM
To Menard Marlene M
Subject Re Fwd 2011 Colombia TED inspection trip report


Appears they have dropped off at least for the time being Getting
tons of FOIA requests in the wake of it though


Menard Marlene M wrote


Hi Mike
Hope you are good How are the turtle strandings going Have they
decreased


Marlene


This email is UNCLASSIFIED


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov
Sent Tuesday May 10 2011 137 PM
To Nancy Daves
Cc Staci Rijal Menard Marlene M
Subject Re Fwd 2011 Colombia TED inspection trip report


Hi Nancy
Yes I think that sentence captures it fairly well
Cheers
Mike


Nancy Daves wrote


Hey Michael


Thanks again for this update We will be participating in a High
Level


Partnership Dialogue with Colombia at the end of the month and wanted







to include a couple of sentences about the recent certification of
the


Colombian Governmentsshrimp trawl fishery sea turtle protection
program under PL 101 162 Section 609 I have included Staci Rijal
of NOAAs Office of International Affairs who is coordinating our
participation in this email


Heres my best stab at a draft do you agree


The United States recently certified Colombiasshrimp trawl fishery
sea turtle protection program as comparable in effectiveness to the
program in effect in the United States Although Colombian inspectors


exhibited a basic level of proficiency during our meetings with
government officials we stressed that a partnership between INCODER
and the Colombian Coast Guard is essential for an effective Turtle


Excluder Device program and that atsea inspections and enforcement
would significantly strengthen Colombias program replaces
potentially jeopardizes their certification standing in the
future


Thanks for your help


Saludos


Nancy


Original Message
Subject 2011 Colombia TED inspection trip report
Date Tue 22 Mar 2011 112600 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Menard Marlene M
MenardMM @stategov


John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov Nancy Daves NancyDaves@noaagov Jack H


ForresterJackHForresternoaagov







Attached


Cheers
Mike
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Re Schwaab control


Date Wednesday May 11 2011 94156 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Who is Abbie Who does this need to go to at FPR


David Bernhart wrote


Mike
Did you ever transmit this to FPR Abbie just told me they dont
think they have this control Either way will you please make sure
theyve got this and are working on it
DB


Heather Blough wrote
Thanks Mike Roy has cleared this response HB


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Heather


Here is some draft language for consideration in a response to TIRN
from Mr Schwaab I am not clear who is going to finalize the
letter but they should be able to easily cut and paste what they
ultimately deem useful
Cheers
Mike


This is in reference to your April 4 2010 letter regarding the
recent sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico Let me assure
you that I share your concern regarding the elevated turtle
strandings reported in the Gulf of Mexico
First please allow me share with you the actions we have taken in
response to the sea turtle strandings Over the past month NOM
has worked diligently to identify the cause or causes for these
elevated strandings NOAA veterinarians have conducted over 30
necropsies on stranded sea turtles from the Mississippi Sound area
to determine causesof death Simultaneously we have
investigated various potential sources of mortality such as fishery
activities dredge operations as well as harmful algae blooms
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons or other toxic agents We have
worked with the US Coast Guard and state agencies to conduct
patrols using both aircraft and surface vessels to evaluate fishery
effort in the area where sea turtles have stranded particularly
throughout Mississippi Sound Additionally we have dispatched our
own Gear Monitoring Team GMT to conduct numerous turtle excluder
device TED compliance evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED
performance within the shrimp fishery Due to concerns regarding
dredge operations the US Army Corps of Engineers have recently
implemented relocation trawlers in conjunction with hopper dredging
at Gulfport Mississippi These and other efforts are ongoing in an
attempt to reveal the causes for the sea turtle strandings so
that we may initiate an appropriate and effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear
explanation into this sea turtle stranding event While the
necropsy results indicate a significant number of turtles likely
perished due to forced submergence the overall lack of fishery







effort in the subject area presents a dilemma Significant portions
of Mississippi Sound were closed to fishing during the stranding
event and skimmer trawls in particular have not been actively
fishing in this area Fishing effort in the open areas off
Mississippi has been extremely low ie 2 3 vessels due to poor
shrimp catch rates The menhaden fishery was inactive during the
stranding event and only recently initiated operations There have
been no takes reported by the hopper dredges working at Gulfport
that may indicate these activities may be at least partially
responsible for the elevated strandings No harmful algae bloom or
other toxic elements were found to be contributory factors in the
sea turtle mortalities


Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as
enforcement of TED requirements throughout the year Additionally
we are coordinating our efforts with the US Coast Guard
Mississippi Division of Marine Resources Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department and other state agencies We expect this increased
monitoring and enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp
fishery to use and effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and
minimize sea turtle mortality Should we observe a significant
pulse in sea turtle strandings that may be associated with the
Mississippi or Texas shrimp season we will determine the
appropriate course of action to quickly and effectively remedy the
situation which may include a fishery closure if necessary
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez Barbara Schroeder


Subject Fwd Schwaab control
Date Wednesday May 11 2011 94323 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


This was cleared by Roy Crabtree on May 3 Who does this need to go to
a FPR


Original Message
Subject Schwaab control


Date Mon 02 May 2011 174821 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To Heather Blough HeatherBloughnoaagovDavid Bernhart
DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffmannoaagov
CC Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroedernoaagovJohn Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov


Hi Heather


Here is some draft language for consideration in a response to TIRN from
Mr Schwaab I am not clear who is going to finalize the letter but
they should be able to easily cut and paste what they ultimately deem
useful


Cheers
Mike


This is in reference to your April 4 2010 letter regarding the recent
sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico Let me assure you that I
share your concern regarding the elevated turtle strandings reported in
the Gulf of Mexico


First please allow me share with you the actions we have taken in
response to the sea turtle strandings Over the past month NOM has
worked diligently to identify the cause or causes for these elevated
strandings NOAA veterinarians have conducted over 30 necropsies on
stranded sea turtles from the Mississippi Sound area to determine
causes of death Simultaneously we have investigated various
potential sources of mortality such as fishery activities dredge
operations as well as harmful algae blooms polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons or other toxic agents We have worked with the US Coast
Guard and state agencies to conduct patrols using both aircraft and
surface vessels to evaluate fishery effort in the area where sea turtles
have stranded particularly throughout Mississippi Sound Additionally
we have dispatched our own Gear Monitoring Team GMT to conduct
numerous turtle excluder device TED compliance evaluations and TED
workshops to improve TED performance within the shrimp fishery Due to
concerns regarding dredge operations the US Army Corps of Engineers
have recently implemented relocation trawlers in conjunction with hopper
dredging at Gulfport Mississippi These and other efforts are ongoing
in an attempt to reveal the causes for the sea turtle strandings so
that we may initiate an appropriate and effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear explanation







into this sea turtle stranding event While the necropsy results
indicate a significant number of turtles likely perished due to forced
submergence the overall lack of fishery effort in the subject area
presents a dilemma Significant portions of Mississippi Sound were
closed to fishing during the stranding event and skimmer trawls in
particular have not been actively fishing in this area Fishing effort
in the open areas off Mississippi has been extremely low ie 2 3
vessels due to poor shrimp catch rates The menhaden fishery was
inactive during the stranding event and only recently initiated
operations There have been no takes reported by the hopper dredges
working at Gulfport that may indicate these activities may be at least
partially responsible for the elevated strandings No harmful algae
bloom or other toxic elements were found to be contributory factors in
the sea turtle mortalities


Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as
enforcement of TED requirements throughout the year Additionally we
are coordinating our efforts with the US Coast Guard Mississippi
Division of Marine Resources Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and
other state agencies We expect this increased monitoring and
enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp fishery to use and
effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and minimize sea turtle
mortality Should we observe a significant pulse in sea turtle
strandings that may be associated with the Mississippi or Texas shrimp
season we will determine the appropriate course of action to quickly
and effectively remedy the situation which may include a fishery
closure if necessary
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Subject Re Schwaab control


Date Wednesday May 11 2011 100104 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


They were both cced on the email I sent to HB on May 2 I just sent
them both another email asking who needs to receive the language so
hopefully we will find out exactly where this needs to go soon


David Bernhart wrote


I think Barb or Alexis but let me know if you cant get them


Michael Barnette wrote


Who is Abbie Who does this need to go to at FPR


David Bernhart wrote


Mike
Did you ever transmit this to FPR Abbie just told me they dont
think they have this control Either way will you please make sure
theyve got this and are working on it
DB


Heather Blough wrote
Thanks Mike Roy has cleared this response HB


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Heather


Here is some draft language for consideration in a response to
TIRN from Mr Schwaab I am not clear who is going to finalize
the letter but they should be able to easily cut and paste what
they ultimately deem useful
Cheers
Mike


This is in reference to your April 4 2010 letter regarding the
recent sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico Let me assure
you that I share your concern regarding the elevated turtle
strandings reported in the Gulf of Mexico
First please allow me share with you the actions we have taken in
response to the sea turtle strandings Over the past month NOAA
has worked diligently to identify the cause or causes for these
elevated strandings NOAA veterinarians have conducted over 30
necropsies on stranded sea turtles from the Mississippi Sound area
to determine causes of death Simultaneously we have
investigated various potential sources of mortality such as
fishery activities dredge operations as well as harmful algae
blooms polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons or other toxic agents
We have worked with the US Coast Guard and state agencies to
conduct patrols using both aircraft and surface vessels to
evaluate fishery effort in the area where sea turtles have
stranded particularly throughout Mississippi Sound
Additionally we have dispatched our own Gear Monitoring Team
GMT to conduct numerous turtle excluder device TED compliance
evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED performance within
the shrimp fishery Due to concerns regarding dredge operations
the US Army Corps of Engineers have recently implemented







relocation trawlers in conjunction with hopper dredging at
Gulfport Mississippi These and other efforts are ongoing in an
attempt to reveal the causes for the sea turtle strandings so
that we may initiate an appropriate and effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear
explanation into this sea turtle stranding event While the
necropsy results indicate a significant number of turtles likely
perished due to forced submergence the overall lack of fishery
effort in the subject area presents a dilemma Significant
portions of Mississippi Sound were closed to fishing during the
stranding event and skimmer trawls in particular have not been
actively fishing in this area Fishing effort in the open areas
off Mississippi has been extremely low ie 2 3 vessels due to
poor shrimp catch rates The menhaden fishery was inactive during
the stranding event and only recently initiated operations
There have been no takes reported by the hopper dredges working at
Gulfport that may indicate these activities may be at least
partially responsible for the elevated strandings No harmful
algae bloom or other toxic elements were found to be contributory
factors in the sea turtle mortalities


Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as
enforcement of TED requirements throughout the year
Additionally we are coordinating our efforts with the US Coast
Guard Mississippi Division of Marine Resources Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department and other state agencies We expect this
increased monitoring and enforcement activity will encourage the
shrimp fishery to use and effectively maintain their TEDs to
prevent and minimize sea turtle mortality Should we observe a
significant pulse in sea turtle strandings that may be associated
with the Mississippi or Texas shrimp season we will determine the
appropriate course of action to quickly and effectively remedy the
situation which may include a fishery closure if necessary
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From Michael Barnette


To Abbie Mimiko Jeremy Rusin DeAnaela Ali
Cc David Bernhart Heather Blouah


Subject Fwd Re Schwaab control 30014


Date Wednesday May 11 2011 113231 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi


A few weeks ago I was asked to provide language for the subject Schwaab
control The language was provided via email on May 3 to the
recipients listed below I was told this morning that this response has
not been sent out and the language may have never been received by the
appropriate staff I tracked down an email from April 8 on this
subject that you all were cced on I am simply trying to see what the
status of this controlled response is and if necessary get the needed
language to the appropriate staff there in HQ Can you please let me
know the status of this control


Thanks in advance


Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Re Schwaab control
Date Tue 03 May 2011 090311 0400
From Heather Blough HeatherBloughnoaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhartnoaagovRobert Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierreznoaagov
Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroedernoaagovJohn Mitchell
JohnMitchell@noaagov Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov kim


amendolakimamendolanoaagovLauren Batte Lugo
LaurenBLugo@noaagov Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
References 4DBF26A54070700@noaagov


Thanks Mike Roy has cleared this response HB


Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Heather


Here is some draft language for consideration in a response to TIRN
from Mr Schwaab I am not clear who is going to finalize the letter
but they should be able to easily cut and paste what they ultimately
deem useful


Cheers
Mike


This is in reference to your April 4 2010 letter regarding the
recent sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico Let me assure you
that I share your concern regarding the elevated turtle strandings
reported in the Gulf of Mexico
First please allow me share with you the actions we have taken in
response to the sea turtle strandings Over the past month NOAA has
worked diligently to identify the cause or causes for these elevated
strandings NOAA veterinarians have conducted over 30 necropsies on
stranded sea turtles from the Mississippi Sound area to determine







causes of death Simultaneously we have investigated various
potential sources of mortality such as fishery activities dredge
operations as well as harmful algae blooms polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons or other toxic agents We have worked with the US
Coast Guard and state agencies to conduct patrols using both aircraft
and surface vessels to evaluate fishery effort in the area where sea
turtles have stranded particularly throughout Mississippi Sound
Additionally we have dispatched our own Gear Monitoring Team GMT to
conduct numerous turtle excluder device TED compliance evaluations
and TED workshops to improve TED performance within the shrimp
fishery Due to concerns regarding dredge operations the US Army
Corps of Engineers have recently implemented relocation trawlers in
conjunction with hopper dredging at Gulfport Mississippi These and
other efforts are ongoing in an attempt to reveal the causes for the
sea turtle strandings so that we may initiate an appropriate and
effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear
explanation into this sea turtle stranding event While the necropsy
results indicate a significant number of turtles likely perished due
to forced submergence the overall lack of fishery effort in the
subject area presents a dilemma Significant portions of Mississippi
Sound were closed to fishing during the stranding event and skimmer
trawls in particular have not been actively fishing in this area
Fishing effort in the open areas off Mississippi has been extremely
low ie 2 3 vessels due to poor shrimp catch rates The menhaden
fishery was inactive during the stranding event and only recently
initiated operations There have been no takes reported by the hopper
dredges working at Gulfport that may indicate these activities may be
at least partially responsible for the elevated strandings No
harmful algae bloom or other toxic elements were found to be
contributory factors in the sea turtle mortalities
Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as
enforcement of TED requirements throughout the year Additionally
we are coordinating our efforts with the US Coast Guard Mississippi
Division of Marine Resources Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and
other state agencies We expect this increased monitoring and
enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp fishery to use and
effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and minimize sea turtle
mortality Should we observe a significant pulse in sea turtle
strandings that may be associated with the Mississippi or Texas shrimp
season we will determine the appropriate course of action to quickly
and effectively remedy the situation which may include a fishery
closure if necessary
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From Michael Barnette


To David Bernhart


Cc Jennifer Lee


Subject Re Schwaab control 30014


Date Thursday May 12 2011 102215 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


OK


David Bernhart wrote


How bout just drop the second sentence entirely


Michael Barnette wrote


What do you think of the following in regards to Jeremysquestion


Currently the new biological opinion for the southeastern United States shrimp fishery is being
drafted and we anticipate its availability this summer Unfortunately preparation has taken longer than
anticipated due to new information being received in regards to the status of loggerheads in the
western Atlantic the BP Deepwater Horizon spill event the stranding events from 2010 and 2011 and
TED compliance within the Gulf of Mexico region


Michael C Barnette


On May 12 2011 at 932 AM Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov wrote


Hi Mike


This response is in clearance but I think we need another bit of information The incoming letter
asks for information on the reinitiation of the Sec 7 consultation can you please work this information
into your response


Thanks
Jeremy


Jeremy D Rusin
Acting Chief
Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation Division FPR2
Office of Protected Resources
National Marine Fisheries Service


1315 EastWest Highway 13th Floor
Silver Spring Maryland 20910


voice 301 713 2322 ext 101
fax 301 713 4060


httn wwwnmfsnoaaaovnr


On5112011 1132 AM Michael Barnette wrote


Hi


A few weeks ago I was asked to provide language for the subject Schwaab control The
language was provided via email on May 3 to the recipients listed below I was told this morning that
this response has not been sent out and the language may have never been received by the
appropriate staff I tracked down an email from April 8 on this subject that you all were cced on I







am simply trying to see what the status of this controlled response is and if necessary get the needed
language to the appropriate staff there in HQ Can you please let me know the status of this control


Thanks in advance


Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Re Schwaab control


Date Tue 03 May 2011 090311 0400
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov Helen Golde


HelenGolde@noaagov kim amendolakimamendolanoaagovLauren Batte Lugo
LaurenBLugo@noaagov Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


References 4DBF26A54070700@noaagov


Thanks Mike Roy has cleared this response HB


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Heather


Here is some draft language for consideration in a response to TIRN from Mr Schwaab I am
not clear who is going to finalize the letter but they should be able to easily cut and paste what they
ultimately deem useful


Cheers
Mike


This is in reference to your April 4 2010 letter regarding the recent sea turtle strandings in
the Gulf of Mexico Let me assure you that I share your concern regarding the elevated turtle
strandings reported in the Gulf of Mexico


First please allow me share with you the actions we have taken in response to the sea turtle
strandings Over the past month NOAA has worked diligently to identify the cause or causes for these
elevated strandings NOAA veterinarians have conducted over 30 necropsies on stranded sea turtles
from the Mississippi Sound area to determine causes of death Simultaneously we have investigated
various potential sources of mortality such as fishery activities dredge operations as well as harmful
algae blooms polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons or other toxic agents We have worked with the US
Coast Guard and state agencies to conduct patrols using both aircraft and surface vessels to evaluate
fishery effort in the area where sea turtles have stranded particularly throughout Mississippi Sound
Additionally we have dispatched our own Gear Monitoring Team GMT to conduct numerous turtle
excluder device TED compliance evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED perfo


rmance within the shrimp fishery Due to concerns regarding dredge operations the US Army
Corps of Engineers have recently implemented relocation trawlers in conjunction with hopper dredging
at Gulfport Mississippi These and other efforts are ongoing in an attempt to reveal the causes for
the sea turtle strandings so that we may initiate an appropriate and effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear explanation into this sea turtle
stranding event While the necropsy results indicate a significant number of turtles likely perished due
to forced submergence the overall lack of fishery effort in the subject area presents a dilemma
Significant portions of Mississippi Sound were closed to fishing during the stranding event and skimmer
trawls in particular have not been actively fishing in this area Fishing effort in the open areas off
Mississippi has been extremely low ie 2 3 vessels due to poor shrimp catch rates The menhaden
fishery was inactive during the stranding event and only recently initiated operations There have been
no takes reported by the hopper dredges working at Gulfport that may indicate these activities may be
at least partially responsible for the elevated strandings No harmful algae bloom or other toxic







elements were found to be contributory factors in the sea turtle mortalitie
s


Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as enforcement of TED
requirements throughout the year Additionally we are coordinating our efforts with the US Coast
Guard Mississippi Division of Marine Resources Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and other state
agencies We expect this increased monitoring and enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp
fishery to use and effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and minimize sea turtle mortality Should
we observe a significant pulse in sea turtle strandings that may be associated with the Mississippi or
Texas shrimp season we will determine the appropriate course of action to quickly and effectively
remedy the situation which may include a fishery closure if necessary
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From Michael Barnette


To Jeremy Rusin


Cc David Bernhart


Subject Re Fwd Re Schwaab control 30014


Date Thursday May 12 2011 102320 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Please add this sentence in the response


Currently the new biological opinion for the southeastern United States
shrimp fishery is being drafted and we anticipate its availability this
summer


Cheers
Mike


Jeremy Rusin wrote
Hi Mike


This response is in clearance but I think we need another bit of
information The incoming letter asks for information on the
reinitiation of the Sec 7 consultation can you please work this
information into your response


Thanks
Jeremy


Jeremy D Rusin
Acting Chief
Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation Division FPR2
Office of Protected Resources
National Marine Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway 13th Floor
Silver Spring Maryland 20910


voice 301 713 2322 ext 101
fax 301 713 4060


httn wwwnmfsnoaaaovor


On5112011 1132 AM Michael Barnette wrote
Hi


A few weeks ago I was asked to provide language for the subject
Schwaab control The language was provided via email on May 3 to
the recipients listed below I was told this morning that this
response has not been sent out and the language may have never been
received by the appropriate staff I tracked down an email from
April 8 on this subject that you all were cced on I am simply
trying to see what the status of this controlled response is and if
necessary get the needed language to the appropriate staff there in
HQ Can you please let me know the status of this control
Thanks in advance


Cheers
Mike







Original Message
Subject Re Schwaab control
Date Tue 03 May 2011 090311 0400
From Heather Blough HeatherBloughnoaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov kim amendola


kimamendola@noaagov Lauren Batte Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov
Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
References 4DBF26A54070700@noaagov


Thanks Mike Roy has cleared this response HB


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Heather


Here is some draft language for consideration in a response to TIRN
from Mr Schwaab I am not clear who is going to finalize the
letter but they should be able to easily cut and paste what they
ultimately deem useful
Cheers
Mike


This is in reference to your April 4 2010 letter regarding the
recent sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico Let me assure
you that I share your concern regarding the elevated turtle
strandings reported in the Gulf of Mexico
First please allow me share with you the actions we have taken in
response to the sea turtle strandings Over the past month NOAA
has worked diligently to identify the cause or causes for these
elevated strandings NOAA veterinarians have conducted over 30
necropsies on stranded sea turtles from the Mississippi Sound area
to determine causesof death Simultaneously we have
investigated various potential sources of mortality such as fishery
activities dredge operations as well as harmful algae blooms
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons or other toxic agents We have
worked with the US Coast Guard and state agencies to conduct
patrols using both aircraft and surface vessels to evaluate fishery
effort in the area where sea turtles have stranded particularly
throughout Mississippi Sound Additionally we have dispatched our
own Gear Monitoring Team GMT to conduct numerous turtle excluder
device TED compliance evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED
performance within the shrimp fishery Due to concerns regarding
dredge operations the US Army Corps of Engineers have recently
implemented relocation trawlers in conjunction with hopper dredging
at Gulfport Mississippi These and other efforts are ongoing in an
attempt to reveal the causes for the sea turtle strandings so
that we may initiate an appropriate and effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear
explanation into this sea turtle stranding event While the
necropsy results indicate a significant number of turtles likely
perished due to forced submergence the overall lack of fishery
effort in the subject area presents a dilemma Significant portions







of Mississippi Sound were closed to fishing during the stranding
event and skimmer trawls in particular have not been actively
fishing in this area Fishing effort in the open areas off
Mississippi has been extremely low ie 2 3 vessels due to poor
shrimp catch rates The menhaden fishery was inactive during the
stranding event and only recently initiated operations There have
been no takes reported by the hopper dredges working at Gulfport
that may indicate these activities may be at least partially
responsible for the elevated strandings No harmful algae bloom or
other toxic elements were found to be contributory factors in the
sea turtle mortalities


Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as
enforcement of TED requirements throughout the year Additionally
we are coordinating our efforts with the US Coast Guard
Mississippi Division of Marine Resources Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department and other state agencies We expect this increased
monitoring and enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp
fishery to use and effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and
minimize sea turtle mortality Should we observe a significant
pulse in sea turtle strandings that may be associated with the
Mississippi or Texas shrimp season we will determine the
appropriate course of action to quickly and effectively remedy the
situation which may include a fishery closure if necessary
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From Michael Barnette


To John Williams


Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Date Thursday May 12 2011 103655 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi John


I concur I am happy to travel to wherever I am needed to discuss some
issues we are seeing within the shrimp fishery To be candid we are
seeing some significant TED compliance issues Pascagoula has conducted
extensive outreach and training workshops and its pretty clear most
fishermen know the TED requirements But yet we see many TED issues
that can result in turtle mortality With the recent turtle stranding
event in the Mississippi Sound there is a lot of scrutiny being focused
on potential causes and it should come as no surprise to you that the
shrimp fishery is under that microscope
The bottom line is we really need to work together to insure we have
effective and legal TEDs installed in all required shrimp trawlers If
you have any ideas on how we can enhance our message and effectiveness
lets definitely try to implement them
Aside from the first 3 weeks of June where I will be in Panama City with
most of the Pascagoula gear guys I should be free to travel wherever
and whenever to meet I anticipate Pascagoula staff would also be
available for this initial discussion


Would it be possible to have a meeting in the next couple of weeks and
if so where would be the best location Pascagoula
Cheers
Mike


John Williams wrote


Michael


Sorry for the late reply We had a brief Board meeting in DC last week
during our annual Hill visit but do not have another one scheduled If I
were to guess I would say the next Board meeting will be in November or
December Given this schedule I think it would be beneficial to try to
arrange something as soon as possible with a limited number of folks


John


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnetteTnoaaaov
Sent Tuesday May 03 2011 1114 AM
To john @shrimpalliancecom
Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Hi guys
Sorry I was out in the field last week When and where is your next SSA
meeting I will plan on attending and can discuss things there
Just let me know and I will make the appropriate arrangements
Cheers
Mike


john @shrimpalliancecom wrote


Mike


I feel bad that we cant get together on a schedule but I will try to











accommodate you with whatever works best for you Pascagoula works for me
also but I am bust May 4 6 and May 12 I would prefer Pascagoula over
Panama City but thats up to you Thanks


Original Message
From Michael Barnette


To John Williams


Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Sent Apr 25 2011 516 PM


The work at Panama City will be wrapped up by then so maybe we could have


it at Pascagoula I will have to get back to you Perhaps a date in May at
Pascagoula could work


Mike


Michael C Barnette


On Apr 25 2011 at 447 PM John Williams john@shrimpalliancecom


wrote


Mike


Will June 27 28 work for you


Original Message
From Michael Barnette fmailtoMichaelBarnettenoaaaov
Sent Monday April 25 2011 327 PM
To John Williams


Cc
Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Hi guys
I just realized June 15 would interfere with the SAFMC meeting How
does June 20 or June 21 sound


Cheers
Mike


John Williams wrote


Mike


Thanks for your email Please let me know when you have a final
date and III do my best to be there I certainly appreciate you
reaching out to


our


industry


John











Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov
Sent Monday April 25 2011 301 PM
To john@shrimpalliancecom
Subject Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Hi


Roy Crabtree asked that I contact you both to try and schedule a
meeting


to


discuss issues within the fishery including TED compliance and


enforcement


issues We will be conducting our annual TED testing in Panama
City Florida in early June and will have staff from SEFSC and
SERO who work


on


shrimp fishery and TED issues together at that time
Is this a potential option for both of you If not when would be a
good time to get together
Many thanks
Cheers
Mike


Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry
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From Michael Barnette


To John Mitchell Robert D Stevens


Subject Fwd Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Date Thursday May 12 2011 103745 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


FYI meant to cc you on the email but my mouse got ahead of me


Original Message
Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Date Thu 12 May 2011 103655 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA


To John Williams john@shrimpalliancecom
References


1471648963 1303767673cardhudecombobulatorblackberryrimnet296137480
@bda913bisxprodonblackberry
4DC01BBD1070605@noaagov 006c01ccOffl171c08f045541ad0@com


Hi John


I concur I am happy to travel to wherever I am needed to discuss some
issues we are seeing within the shrimp fishery To be candid we are
seeing some significant TED compliance issues Pascagoula has conducted
extensive outreach and training workshops and its pretty clear most
fishermen know the TED requirements But yet we see many TED issues
that can result in turtle mortality With the recent turtle stranding
event in the Mississippi Sound there is a lot of scrutiny being focused
on potential causes and it should come as no surprise to you that the
shrimp fishery is under that microscope
The bottom line is we really need to work together to insure we have
effective and legal TEDs installed in all required shrimp trawlers If
you have any ideas on how we can enhance our message and effectiveness
lets definitely try to implement them
Aside from the first 3 weeks of June where I will be in Panama City with
most of the Pascagoula gear guys I should be free to travel wherever
and whenever to meet I anticipate Pascagoula staff would also be
available for this initial discussion


Would it be possible to have a meeting in the next couple of weeks and
if so where would be the best location Pascagoula
Cheers
Mike


John Williams wrote


Michael


Sorry for the late reply We had a brief Board meeting in DC last week
during our annual Hill visit but do not have another one scheduled If I
were to guess I would say the next Board meeting will be in November or
December Given this schedule I think it would be beneficial to try to
arrange something as soon as possible with a limited number of folks


John


Original Message
From Michael Barnette rnailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov
Sent Tuesday May 03 2011 1114 AM







To john @shrimpalliancecom
Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Hi guys
Sorry I was out in the field last week When and where is your next SSA
meeting I will plan on attending and can discuss things there
Just let me know and I will make the appropriate arrangements
Cheers
Mike


john @shrimpalliancecom wrote


Mike


I feel bad that we cant get together on a schedule but I will try to


accommodate you with whatever works best for you Pascagoula works for me
also but I am bust May 4 6 and May 12 I would prefer Pascagoula over
Panama City but thats up to you Thanks


Original Message
From Michael Barnette


To John Williams


Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Sent Apr 25 2011 516 PM


The work at Panama City will be wrapped up by then so maybe we could have


it at Pascagoula I will have to get back to you Perhaps a date in May at
Pascagoula could work


Mike


Michael C Barnette


On Apr 25 2011 at 447 PM John Williams john@shrimpalliancecom


wrote


Mike


Will June 27 28 work for you


Original Message
From Michael Barnette fmailtoMichaelBarnette noaa00v1
Sent Monday April 25 2011 327 PM
To John Williams


Cc
Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Hi guys
I just realized June 15 would interfere with the SAFMC meeting How
does June 20 or June 21 sound


Cheers
Mike


John Williams wrote















Mike


Thanks for your email Please let me know when you have a final
date and III do my best to be there I certainly appreciate you
reaching out to


our


industry


John


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov
Sent Monday April 25 2011 301 PM
To john@shrimpalliancecom
Subject Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Hi


Roy Crabtree asked that I contact you both to try and schedule a
meeting


to


discuss issues within the fishery including TED compliance and


enforcement


issues We will be conducting our annual TED testing in Panama
City Florida in early June and will have staff from SEFSC and
SERO who work


on


shrimp fishery and TED issues together at that time
Is this a potential option for both of you If not when would be a
good time to get together
Many thanks
Cheers
Mike


Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry
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From Michael Barnette


To Robert Hoffman David Bernhart


Subject Fwd Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Date Thursday May 12 2011 30750 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


I sent this out earlier today and also talked to Mitchell et al about
it


Hoping to get a date from him soon


Original Message
Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Date Thu 12 May 2011 103655 0400
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Organization NOAA
To John Williams john@shrimpalliancecom
References


1471648963 1303767673cardhudecombobulatorblackberryrimnet296137480
@bda913bisxprodonblackberry
4DC01BBD 1070605@noaagov 006cO1ccOff1171c08f045541ad0@com


Hi John


I concur I am happy to travel to wherever I am needed to discuss some
issues we are seeing within the shrimp fishery To be candid we are
seeing some significant TED compliance issues Pascagoula has conducted
extensive outreach and training workshops and its pretty clear most
fishermen know the TED requirements But yet we see many TED issues
that can result in turtle mortality With the recent turtle stranding
event in the Mississippi Sound there is a lot of scrutiny being focused
on potential causes and it should come as no surprise to you that the
shrimp fishery is under that microscope
The bottom line is we really need to work together to insure we have
effective and legal TEDs installed in all required shrimp trawlers If
you have any ideas on how we can enhance our message and effectiveness
lets definitely try to implement them
Aside from the first 3 weeks of June where I will be in Panama City with
most of the Pascagoula gear guys I should be free to travel wherever
and whenever to meet I anticipate Pascagoula staff would also be
available for this initial discussion


Would it be possible to have a meeting in the next couple of weeks and
if so where would be the best location Pascagoula
Cheers
Mike


John Williams wrote


Michael


Sorry for the late reply We had a brief Board meeting in DC last week
during our annual Hill visit but do not have another one scheduled If I
were to guess I would say the next Board meeting will be in November or
December Given this schedule I think it would be beneficial to try to
arrange something as soon as possible with a limited number of folks


John







Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettednoaaaovl
Sent Tuesday May 03 2011 1114 AM
To john @shrimpalliancecom
Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Hi guys
Sorry I was out in the field last week When and where is your next SSA
meeting I will plan on attending and can discuss things there
Just let me know and I will make the appropriate arrangements
Cheers
Mike


john @shrimpalliancecom wrote


Mike


I feel bad that we cant get together on a schedule but I will try to


accommodate you with whatever works best for you Pascagoula works for me
also but I am bust May 4 6 and May 12 I would prefer Pascagoula over
Panama City but thats up to you Thanks


Original Message
From Michael Barnette
To John Williams


Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
Sent Apr 25 2011 516 PM


The work at Panama City will be wrapped up by then so maybe we could have


it at Pascagoula I will have to get back to you Perhaps a date in May at
Pascagoula could work


Mike


Michael C Barnette


On Apr 25 2011 at 447 PM John Williams john@shrimpalliancecom


wrote


Mike


Will June 27 28 work for you


Original Message
From Michael Barnette FinailtoMichaelBarnetteanoaa00vi
Sent Monday April 25 2011 327 PM
To John Williams


Cc
Subject Re Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Hi guys
I just realized June 15 would interfere with the SAFMC meeting How
does June 20 or June 21 sound


Cheers
Mike















John Williams wrote


Mike


Thanks for your email Please let me know when you have a final
date and Ill do my best to be there I certainly appreciate you
reaching out to


our


industry


John


Original Message
From Michael Barnette mailtoMichaelBarnettenanoaaaov
Sent Monday April 25 2011 301 PM
To john@shrimpalliancecom
Subject Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Hi


Roy Crabtree asked that I contact you both to try and schedule a
meeting


to


discuss issues within the fishery including TED compliance and


enforcement


issues We will be conducting our annual TED testing in Panama
City Florida in early June and will have staff from SEFSC and
SERO who work


on


shrimp fishery and TED issues together at that time
Is this a potential option for both of you If not when would be a
good time to get together
Many thanks
Cheers
Mike


Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry
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From Michael Barnette


To Jennifer Lee


Subject Fwd Fwd TEDs
Date Monday May 16 2011 104352 AM
Attachments TEDseml 209 KBmso


Michael Barnettevcf


Original Message
Subject Fwd TEDs
Date Mon 16 May 2011 092056 0500
From John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
Organization NOAA Fisheries
To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierreznoaagovBarbara Schroeder
BarbaraSchroedernoaagovMichael Barnette
MichaelBarnette@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
Bob Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Sheryan Epperly
SheryanEpperly@noaagov Wendy Teas WendyTeasnoaagovTracy Dunn
TracyDunnnoaagovLisa Desfosse LisaDesfosse@noaagov


All Dale Stevens our lead for the GMT has prepared the following
summary of activities







From RobertDStevens


To John Mitchell


Subject TEDs


Date Monday May 16 2011 95933 AM


During the past week the Gear Monitoring Team GMT has been inundated
with phone calls from fishermen and net makers to visit their shops and
vessels to insure their TEDs are in compliance with Federal regulations
We have been on the phone with net shops from Freeport TX to
Apalachicola FL on a daily basis discussing these same issues
For me it is obvious that this heightened TED concern by industry is
the direct result of joint NOAA OLE and GMT efforts during the past
several weeks during which we visited numerous net shops and shrimp
docks and conducted atsea inspections in LA MS and AL We feel this
effort has resulted in a large portion of the central GOM shrimp fleet
making serious attempts to correct TED problems that have been ignored
over the past several years


While the GMT has provided significant TED technical outreach to the GOM
shrimp industry over many years evidently our efforts have not been
successful in keeping the fleet fully compliant I feel that the
GMT OLE team effort is the difference that is needed In just two weeks
of operaitons it has quickly gained the attention of the industry The
recent issuance of several citations for illegal TEDs along with clear
explanations by OLE regarding the consequences for violating the TED law
were key to this change in attitude


I strongly feel that a GMTOLE dedicated team would be an effective and
cost efficient method of bringing TED compliance back to the level it
should be This should be yearround effort to insure that TED
compliance stays at the level it should at all times The GMT looks
forward to continuing this joint effort with NOAA OLE and covering the
remainder of the Gulf of Mexico as well as the South Atlantic shrimp
trawl fleet







beginvcard
fnMichael Barnette


nBarnetteMichael
orgNational Marine Fisheries ServiceProtected Resources Division
adrdom263 13th Avenue SouthSoutheast Regional OfficeStPetersburgFL33701
emailinternetmichaelbarnette@noaagov
titleFishery Biologist
telwork727 5515794
telfax727 8245309
version21


endvcard


file ClDocuments20and 20SettingsdcaldwellDesktopworkconvertMichael Barnette 284vcf1528201141853 PM







From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez David Bernhart Barbara Schroeder
Cc Dennis Klemm


Subject Re Reminder 11am eastern Senator BegichDomestic TEDs prep call
Date Monday May 16 2011 115528 AM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Hi Alexis


I think we may want to tweak the language regarding the Section 609
program


Congress created an international corollary to our domestic
TEDs program which is known at the 101162 program or Section 609
This program requires Department of State to certify that wild caught
shrimp imported to the United States has a comparable sea turtle bycatch
level to US wild caught shrimp After our domestic inspections in 2010
and 2011 NMFS gear specialists have determined that we no longer meet
the international standard that we previously held other countries too
sic NMFS recommended four countries be decertified in 2011 but
Department of State is not willing to decertify any countries until the
US compliance rates are higher


I am not sure we want to say we no longer meet the international
standard as that is not the benchmark Perhaps simply noting that we
determined that the baseline for evaluating foreign countries is
significantly lower than anticipated due to domestic compliance issues
which compromise the Section 609 programs effectiveness would
suffice I think officially we only stated three countries were not
comparable to the US Guatemala Honduras and Brazil
decertification is up to DOS Also I dont recall DOS officially
stating they were not willing to decertify any country due to US
issues They have mentioned they have some concerns over domestic
issues but unless they have stated this officially or documented this
in correspondence then we should probably back off this language a bit


Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi All This is a friendly reminder we have an 11am eastern call to
prep for the Tuesday call with Senator Begichs office We have to get
a briefing paper to Sam by first thing Tuesday Attached is a
straw man of the briefing paper which we can discuss on our call
Talk to you on Monday at clam Cheers Alexis


1866 453 7422


588156


On5132011 344 PM Helen Golde wrote
All Just talked to Brianne We have locked in Tuesday at 1030 for
the prebrief with Sam Alexis and David are still working on a time
for Monday for a pre prebrief to make sure that we have a coherent
message to give to Sam It wont serve us well to be all over the
board with him Thanks for everyones patience with the multiple
emails on this







Helen


Brianne Smith wrote


Hello Everyone


Im trying to schedule a prebrief on this issue with all of the
relevant folks involved Sam Rauch will be participating on the
call so we need to try to figure out times for both the prebrief
and the call with the Senatorsstaff that work for everyone
Unfortunately Sams time is limited next week I have placed holds
on his calendar for the following datestimes


Tuesday May 17th 9301130am


Tuesday May 17th 430530pm
Friday May 20th Noon fpm


Im also checking to see if he might be available on Tuesday or
Wednesday as well Ill let you know if I can find additional times


Please try to make yourselves available during the above times as
best as is possible My thinking is that we can do the prebrief the
morning of the 17th and then the call with Sen Begichs staff
either the afternoon of the 17th or during the time slot on the 20th
Thanks
Brianne


Sheryan Epperly wrote
I can be available anytime on Monday if I am needed on the call


On 51311 107 PM Brianne Smith wrote
Hi Everyone


I heard back from Leg Affairs and he said we could do the call
on Monday Rob will not be available after 2pm however Can you
please let me know your availability before 2pm


Thanks
Brianne


Wendy Teas wrote
I am not available this afternoon I can be available on Monday


On5132011 1151 AM Helen Golde wrote
Brianne I can do 2 pm today but for this to be a meaningful
conversation I really think that we need regionalcenter staff
sea turtle stranding network and enforcement folks Possibly
also the gear folks from Pascagoula It would be better if we
could wait until Monday and could get all of the right people
pulled together and figure out a clear message I think it will
be pretty discombobulated if we do it in two hours If we need
to do it today I have ccd a bunch of folks could someone
forward to the right folks on gear team and SER enforcement


Helen


Brianne Smith wrote


Jim and Helen







Please see the email chain below Sen Begichs office has
asked if NMFS would be available to have a call today regarding
the sea turtle strandings in the Gulf and enforcement issues


The Sea Turtle Restoration Project and Turtle Island
Restoration Network have written to Sen Begich on the issue
see attached letter


Theyve suggested 2pm today Are either of you available
either at 2pm or if not another time today


Thanks
Brianne


Subject
Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement
From


Robert Moller RobertMoller@noaagov
Date


Fri 13 May 2011 090044 0400
To


Brianne Smith BrianneSmithnoaagov


To


Brianne Smith BrianneSmithnoaagov


Hi Brianne


Any chance that some folks from Protected Resources can get on
the phone with Begichs office to bring them up to speed on
this They suggested2OOpm


Thanks


Rob


Original Message
Subject FW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement
Date Thu 12 May 2011 135138 0400
From King Bob Begich BobKing@begichsenategov
To Robert Moller RobertMoller@noaagov


Rob


I forwarded this to the subcommittee staff but do you have any
info on this turtle issue and the enforcement issues they
raise Thanks


Bob







From Dr Chris Pincetich mailtochrisdtirnnet
Sent Thursday May 12 2011 117 PM
To King Bob Begich
Subject Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement


Mr King


I have been trying to reach you all week and hope we can
connect soon to discuss the letters and phone calls to your
office all requesting increased involvement to ensure maximum
fisheries law enforcement in the Gulf of Mexico where record
numbers of endangered sea turtles have been killed in the last
2 months


Please call or reply today


Best regards


Chris


Christopher Pincetich PhD


Campaigner Marine Biologist Sea Turtle Restoration Project


415 663 8590 ext 102


PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA


Location 9255 Sir Francis Drake Blvd Olema CA 94950


Visit the STRP Action Center to help with all current
campaigns httpseaturtles orasectionohnid71


Join the Sea Turtle Restoration Project on Facebook Causes
http wwwcausescomstrp


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service







301 713 2332 x 108


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOM Fisheries Service


301713 2332 x 108
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From Michael Barnette


To Alexis Gutierrez


Cc David Bernhart Barbara Schroeder Dennis Klemm


Subject Re Reminder 11am eastern Senator BegichDomestic TEDs prep call
Date Monday May 16 2011 14803 PM
Attachments Michael Barnettevcf


Thanks for the information It would be good if DOS put that in writing
for the record Neither Dave nor Marlene said anything concrete about
this to me I guess it further demonstrates that we should have a
discussion on the 609 program utility then


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi Mike
Thanks for your comments I will make the changes on the baseline


On the DOS not certifying for our domestic issues I called and talked
to Dave Hogan about them not taking our recommendations for this
years certification He said it was because of our domestic issues I
asked if I could put that in internal memos to our leadership and he
said yes


Cheers A


On5162011 1155 AM Michael Barnette wrote
Hi Alexis


I think we may want to tweak the language regarding the Section 609
program


Congress created an international corollary to our domestic
TEDs program which is known at the 101162 program or Section 609
This program requires Department of State to certify that wild caught
shrimp imported to the United States has a comparable sea turtle
bycatch level to US wild caught shrimp After our domestic
inspections in 2010 and 2011 NMFS gear specialists have determined
that we no longer meet the international standard that we previously
held other countries too sic NMFS recommended four countries be
decertified in 2011 but Department of State is not willing to
decertify any countries until the US compliance rates are higher


I am not sure we want to say we no longer meet the international
standard as that is not the benchmark Perhaps simply noting that
we determined that the baseline for evaluating foreign countries is
significantly lower than anticipated due to domestic compliance
issues which compromise the Section 609 programseffectiveness
would suffice I think officially we only stated three countries
were not comparable to the US Guatemala Honduras and Brazil
decertification is up to DOS Also I dont recall DOS officially
stating they were not willing to decertify any country due to US
issues They have mentioned they have some concerns over domestic
issues but unless they have stated this officially or documented
this in correspondence then we should probably back off this language
a bit


Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Hi All This is a friendly reminder we have an llam eastern call to







prep for the Tuesday call with Senator Begichs office We have to
get a briefing paper to Sam by first thing Tuesday Attached is a
strawman of the briefing paper which we can discuss on our call
Talk to you on Monday at 11am Cheers Alexis


1866453 7422


588156


On5132011 344 PM Helen Golde wrote
All Just talked to Brianne We have locked in Tuesday at 1030
for the prebrief with Sam Alexis and David are still working on
a time for Monday for a pre prebrief to make sure that we have a
coherent message to give to Sam It wont serve us well to be all
over the board with him Thanks for everyones patience with the
multiple emails on this


Helen


Brianne Smith wrote


Hello Everyone


Im trying to schedule a prebrief on this issue with all of the
relevant folks involved Sam Rauch will be participating on the
call so we need to try to figure out times for both the prebrief
and the call with the Senatorsstaff that work for everyone
Unfortunately Sams time is limited next week I have placed
holds on his calendar for the following datestimes


Tuesday May 17th 9301130am


Tuesday May 17th 430530pm
Friday May 20th Noon fpm
Im also checking to see if he might be available on Tuesday or
Wednesday as well Ill let you know if I can find additional times


Please try to make yourselves available during the above times as
best as is possible My thinking is that we can do the prebrief
the morning of the 17th and then the call with Sen Begichs
staff either the afternoon of the 17th or during the time slot on
the 20th


Thanks
Brianne


Sheryan Epperly wrote
I can be available anytime on Monday if I am needed on the call


On 51311 107 PM Brianne Smith wrote
Hi Everyone


I heard back from Leg Affairs and he said we could do the call
on Monday Rob will not be available after 2pm however Can
you please let me know your availability before 2pm


Thanks
Brianne


Wendy Teas wrote
I am not available this afternoon I can be available on Monday







On5132011 1151 AM Helen Golde wrote
Brianne I can do 2 pm today but for this to be a meaningful
conversation I really think that we need regionalcenter
staff sea turtle stranding network and enforcement folks
Possibly also the gear folks from Pascagoula It would be
better if we could wait until Monday and could get all of the
right people pulled together and figure out a clear message
I think it will be pretty discombobulated if we do it in two
hours If we need to do it today I have ccd a bunch of
folks could someone forward to the right folks on gear team
and SER enforcement


Helen


Brianne Smith wrote


Jim and Helen


Please see the email chain below Sen Begichs office has
asked if NMFS would be available to have a call today
regarding the sea turtle strandings in the Gulf and
enforcement issues


The Sea Turtle Restoration Project and Turtle Island
Restoration Network have written to Sen Begich on the issue
see attached letter
Theyve suggested 2pm today Are either of you available
either at 2pm or if not another time today


Thanks
Brianne


Subject
Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement
From


Robert Moller RobertMoller@noaagov
Date


Fri 13 May 2011 090044 0400
To


Brianne Smith BrianneSmithnoaagov


To


Brianne Smith BrianneSmith@noaagov


Hi Brianne


Any chance that some folks from Protected Resources can get
on the phone with Begichs office to bring them up to speed
on this They suggested 2OOpm


Thanks


Rob


Original Message
Subject FW Need response re dead sea turtles and
enforcement







Date Thu 12 May 2011 135138 0400
From King Bob Begich BobKing@begichsenategov
To Robert Moller RobertMollernoaagov


Rob


I forwarded this to the subcommittee staff but do you have
any info on this turtle issue and the enforcement issues they
raise Thanks


Bob


From Dr Chris Pincetich fmailtochristirnnet
Sent Thursday May 12 2011 117 PM
To King Bob Begich
Subject Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement


Mr King


I have been trying to reach you all week and hope we can
connect soon to discuss the letters and phone calls to your
office all requesting increased involvement to ensure maximum
fisheries law enforcement in the Gulf of Mexico where record
numbers of endangered sea turtles have been killed in the
last 2 months


Please call or reply today


Best regards


Chris


Christopher Pincetich PhD


Campaigner Marine Biologist Sea Turtle Restoration Project


415 663 8590 ext 102







PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA


Location 9255 Sir Francis Drake Blvd Olema CA 94950


Visit the STRP Action Center to help with all current
campaigns httpseaturtles orasectionDhqid71


Join the Sea Turtle Restoration Project on Facebook Causes
http wwwcausescomstrp


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOM Fisheries Service
301 713 2332 x 108
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Date Monday May 16 2011 33205 PM


Return path DavidBernhart@noaagov
Received from mmp2nemsnoaagovmmp2nemsnoaagov14090121157
by vmailnemsnoaagov
iPlanet Messaging Server 52 HotFix 201 built Aug 26 2004
with ESMTP id 0LBM00JDYK8X3G@vmailnemsnoaagovfor
MichaelBarnette@noaagov Tue 09 Nov 2010 105545 0500 EST


Received from 1552061315by mmp2nemsnoaagov
Sun Java System Messaging Server 62601 built Apr 3 2006
with ESMTPSA id OLBM002A8K8WAL40@mmp2nemsnoaagovfor
MichaelBarnette@noaagov ORCPT MichaelBamette@noaagov Tue
09 Nov 2010 105545 0500 EST
Date Tue 09 Nov 2010 105544 0500
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
Subject Fwd NOAA NOAA Takes Steps to Reform Enforcement Practices
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Message id 4CD96F00807@noaagov
MIME version 10


Content type multipartalternative
boundary 040506090106070201070003


User Agent Thunderbird 20024 Windows20100228
Original recipient rfc822MichaelBarnette@noaagov


This is a muftipart message in MIME format
040506090106070201070003


ContentType textplain charsetIS088591 format flowed
Content Transfer Encoding 7bit


Original Message
Subject NOAA NOAA Takes Steps to Reform Enforcement Practices
Date Thu 21 Oct 2010 135340 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Maria Holliday mariaholliday@noaagov Teletha Mincey
TelethaMincey@noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov Jennifer Lee
JenniferLee@noaagov Stephania Bolden StephaniaBolden@noaagov
Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Shelley Norton
ShelleyNorton@noaagov Jennifer Moore JenniferMoore@noaagov
Laura Engleby LauraEngleby@noaagov Calusa Horn
CalusaHorn@noaagov Kyle Baker KyleBaker@noaagov Sarah
Heberling SarahHeberling@noaagov Stacey Horstman
StaceyHorstman @noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov
Barb Zoodsma BarbZoodsma@noaagov Amanda Frick
amandafrick@noaagov Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
erin fougeres erinfougeres@noaagov Anabel Padilla
AnabelPadilla@noaagov Kelly Shotts KellyShotts@noaagov Andrew
Herndon AndrewHerndon@noaagov Karla Reece KarlaReece@noaagov
Audra Livergood AudraLivergood@noaagov Lisamarie Carrubba
LisamarieCarrubba@noaagov Cheryl Bonnes CherylBonnes@noaagov
Kay Davy KayDavy@noaagov Paul Kunicki PaulKunicki@noaagov
Jessica Powell JessicaPowell @noaagov Jason Rueter
JasonRueter@noaagov Elizabeth Yarbrough
ElizabethYarbrough @noaagov Kel Logan KelLogan@noaagov Ryan
Hendren RyanHendren@noaagov Joe Cavanaugh
josephcavanaugh@noaagovAdam Brame AdamBrame@noaagov


httowwwnoaanewsnoaaaovstories201020101018 enforcementoracticeshtml
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National Marine Fisheries Service


Southeast Fisheries Science Center


Mississippi Laboratories
p


of PO Drawer 1207


Pascagoula MS 395681207


MEMORANDUM FOR John Mitchell


FROM Jack Forrester FMES


SUBJECT Trip Report Ecuador March 29 2010


th


On March 14 a team Consisting of Jack Forrester FMES Michael Barnette Fishery Biologist
from the NMFS SERO and James Hogan from the US State Department Office of Marine
Conservation traveled to Quito Ecuador The purpose of this trip was to conduct certification
inspections for the Ecuador shrimp trawl fishery under PL 101 162 Section 609 In Ecuador we
were joined by the regional fisheries director Boris Ayala technical advisor Luis Torres and four
inspectors Juan Marengo Veronica Mora Carlos Sotomayor and Pedro Cucalon


1


March 15 2010 The team departed Quito at 830 AM to fly to Esmeraldas at 1000 AM When we
arrived in Esmeraldas we proceeded to our hotel in Atacames to check in After check in we
proceeded to the Port of Esmeraldas where there were 10 boats anchored in the harbor Of these 10
boats it was clear that only 3 or 4 were working boats We had to take a panga to look at these
boats The following boats were inspected


1 Karen Raquel
TEDs installed with reverse angle both nets Returned from fishing two days before
Action Inspectors told the Captain to correct before going back fishing


2 Pedro Pablo
TEDs were OK but must note that TEDs and bags were dry but nets were wet and also that
two other bags on deck were wet Good chance vessel had been fishing with naked nets
Captain said he had not been fishing in 12 days


3 Fatima
Double Cover with 12 inch forward cut Boat had not been fishing for 60 days Action
Inspectors told the Captain that forward cut would need to be increased to 20 inches


th


March 16 The team departed from the Hotel at 600 AM to do at sea boardings from Sua where a
panga was waiting It should be noted that the motor on board did not function properly but we
continued anyway As we started boarding the first vessel we found that the operator could not
take the motor out of gear We decided that we would not try to board anymore boats


1 Vessel 1 TEDs were OK Later that day Luis Torres asked if I could train his inspectors on TED
installation using the flat bar TEDs that had arrived from the US







th


March 17 The team traveled from Atacames to Manta for a meeting with SRP to review law
enforcement actions


th


March 18 At sea boarding
Puerto Lopez


1 Patricia
Double cover TEDs 58 degree angle cuts and flaps OK


2 San Salvador
Double cover TEDs one Teds ripped off the Net with a broken bar other wise OK


3 Nachito
Double Cover TEDs top shooting OK


4 Cesar Paul
Single Flap TEDs with short forward cut and to small opening TED angles were 30 degrees
Action Captain was told that forward cut must be 26 inches and advised that angles should be
raised We later returned to this vessel and helped the Captain and crew with proper install


5 Fabrimario
TEDs had been installed with super shooter roll down on the wrong side of the TED
Captain said that one of the inspectors had told him to install them that way and even
called the inspectors name Action Captain was told to suspend fishing until repairs
were made


6 Allison Karina
Double cover top shooters flaps a little too long other wise OK


7 Ana Maria
Double cover top shooter had four floats two of which restricted the opening Captain spoke
English and committed that he liked his TEDs Action Captain was told that added floats
would need to be put elsewhere Team traveled to Playas arriving around 700 PM


th


March 19 Scheduled at sea boarding was delayed due to thunder storms in the area and team
decided we would take another look at 800 AM At around 1000 AM weather had cleared a little


and we decided we would try to do some boardings


1 TEDs OK top shooter


That evening James Hogan informed me he must return to Washington


th


March 20 It had been planned to do more at sea boarding that morning but do to high winds and
rough conditions we decided to do dockside boarding at Puerto Morro Boats in Puerto Morro fish
for small shrimp in inland waters


1 Gracias A Dios
Double Cover top shooter one side cuts and flaps OK other side had single flap with no
forward cut and opening to small Action was told to correct one TED







2 Estella Mar
Double cover top shooter with over lap section 1 or 2 inches over the limit other wise OK


3 Tiky
Boat could not be boarded due to location but TEDs were seen on board


4 Napoleon
Again boat could not be boarded but TEDs on board


5 Don Alberto
Same as above


Team traveled to Puerto Bolivar arriving around400 PM


st


March 21 At sea boarding in
Puerto Bolivar


1 Maria Priscila
Double cover top shooters OK


2 Melisa
One double cover one single cover bottom shooters OK


3 Ciudad de Quito
Double cover top shooters one TED broken bar Actions
replace TED with broken bar with spare on board


4 Rosa Stefania
Double cover top shooters OK


5 Tijuana
Strange boat Was trawling but said he was out of fuel and did not want to pick his nets up
Inspectors insisted he pick up and TEDs were OK


6 Geminis
Double cover top shooting with extra float on the outside at the point of escape other wise OK
Action told to remove float


7 Savanah
Double cover top shooting OK


8 Gloria Elena
Double cover top shooting one float installed restricting opening other wise OK


March 22 Team traveled to Guayaquil for dockside inspections Due to season just starting few
boats were in port


1 Alvarez Cabral
Double cover top shooting forward cuts only 18 inches
Action Captain told to correct before fishing


2 Willy First
Double cover top shooting TEDs OK boat was not rigged for fishing


3 Roosmel
Single flap top shooting one side had good cuts but flap was too small with 65 inch opening
other side only had 20 inch forward cut and 60 inch opening Action told to fix before going
fishing


4 Pioneer
Single cover top shooting TEDs with only 14 inch forward cut and 40 inch openings
Action crew was told not to go fishing until inspectors OK TEDs







CONCLUSIONS


Although there were some problems observed with TEDs in the Ecuadorian fishing fleet the
inspectors were very good at spotting these problems and never did I or any member of the team have
to call them to their attention The Government of Ecuador has decided that they would do away
with shrimp trawling in three years and go to artesian shrimping I see this as a problem with
fishermen maintaining their equipment in the future Problems I saw with TEDS during the
inspections were similar in scope and frequency to types ofproblems we discover in inspections of
the US fleet so from that standpoint the Ecuadorian TEDs program is comparable to the US
program Feedback from the fishermen and the regional fisheries advisor indicated that the TEDs
workshop conducted by the NOAA Harvesting Systems team in September 2009 was effective in
improving awareness of and compliance with TED requirements
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Re Fwd Re MS turtle editorial


Subject Re Fwd Re MS turtle editorial
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Fri 10 Dec 2010 143047 0500


To Kim Amendola kimamendola@noaagov


Ill be in


Michael C Barnette


On Dec 10 2010 at 150 PM Kim Amendola kimamendola@noaagov wrote


Are you in next week want to discuss


Michael Barnette wrote


Kim


Here is the most recent piece for comparison
Mike


Original Message
Subject Re MS turtle editorial


Date Tue 07 Dec 2010 114047 0500
From Monica Allen MonicaAllen@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Robert D Stevens
RobertDStevens@noaagov
References 69456496A168 40F5A5C7C249AEF90330 @noaagov


Hi Mike and Dale
Here is the latest version I had hoped to have Haley Barbour be a co signer
with Dr Lubchenco but the state decided to pass on this Then I reached out
to the fisherman you suggested Ricky Brown of the Beau Rivage I realize it
may not be possible to have a fisherman agree to sign this and we do not want
to gloss over the facts to achieve that I would appreciate Dales and your
comments on the latest draft I know youve already commented on an earlier
version If you think there is anyway to convince a fisherman to join this
please let me know Or if you think it best for Lubchenco to submit it on her
own I value your guidance
Thank you
Monica


Michael Barnette wrote


IHi Monica
Dale Stevens just called me we are traveling together doing TED outreach
and mentioned the opinion article Could you email me the most recent
version so he can take a look at it We are now on the road to Fort Myers
from Mayport so he wont be able to respond until tonight
Cheers
Mike


Michael C Barnette
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Re FYI OpEd piece


Subject Re FYI OpEd piece
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Tue 21 Dec 2010 091711 0500


To David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Kim Amendola kimamendola@noaagov Karrie Carnes KarrieCarnes@noaagov
Roy Crabtree Roy Crabtree@noaagov


The original plan was to have the head of MS DMR cosign the OpEd
but MS declined So they are aware of the piece


Michael C Barnette


On Dec 21 2010 at 900 AM David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
wrote


Well I think this will stir things up If NOAA wants to put this
much focus on shrimping and enforcement Im OK with that


I have two additional concerns aside from the overall content


1 Mike or Kim has anyone talked to MSDMR to at least let them
know were invoking them in this piece I dont think we need to


clear it with them but we should give them a headsup
2 The headline Oil Spill Clarifies Road Map for Sea Turtle
Recovery makes it sound like the spill really helped us out We


then go on to say we wont know the major impact of the spill for a
long time Our road map for recovery has not gotten any easier due
to the spill Maybe something that reads more like the
next tolast paragraph
Oil Spill Shines Light on Sea Turtle Recovery Needs in the Gulf


DB


Kim Amendola wrote


I still have some reservations about this but if David and Roy
are ok with it then we can just move on


Michael Barnette wrote


FYI


The OpEd piece was resurrected by Justin Kenney and Dr


Lubchenco apparently provided edits as well Attached Its


better than earlier versions


Cheers
Mike
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Re FYI OpEd piece


Subject Re FYI OpEd piece
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Tue 21 Dec 2010 135944 0500


To Kim Amendola kimamendola@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Karrie Carnes


KarrieCarnes@noaagov Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Might want to mention to her that we may very likely receive FOIA
requests due to statements such as Neither TED requirements nor tow
time limits are adequately enforced in all Gulf waters While they
may


have wanted to take a shot at LA it certainly wont be pretty for us
But I have pretty much beaten that dead horse as much as I can


Kim Amendola wrote


Thanks David and everyone for your input I spoke with Monica Allen
today and I will supply her with some suggested edits


David Bernhart wrote


Well I think this will stir things up If NOAA wants to put this
much focus on shrimping and enforcement Im OK with that


I have two additional concerns aside from the overall content


1 Mike or Kim has anyone talked to MSDMR to at least let them
know


were invoking them in this piece I dont think we need to clear


it


with them but we should give them a headsup
2 The headline Oil Spill Clarifies Road Map for Sea Turtle
Recovery makes it sound like the spill really helped us out
We


then go on to say we wont know the major impact of the spill for
a


long time Our road map for recovery has not gotten any easier
due


to the spill Maybe something that reads more like the
next tolast


paragraph
Oil Spill Shines Light on Sea Turtle Recovery Needs in the Gulf


DB


Kim Amendola wrote


I still have some reservations about this but if David and Roy
are


ok with it then we can just move on


Michael Barnette wrote


FYI
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Re FYI OpEd piece


The OpEd piece was resurrected by Justin Kenney and Dr
1


1Lubchenco
apparently provided edits as well Attached Its better than


earlier versions


Cheers
Mike


Michael Barnette michaelbarnetteanoaadov


Fishery Biologist
Protected Resources Division


National Marine Fisheries Service
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Sea turtle OpEd


Subject Sea turtle OpEd
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Wed 29 Dec 2010 123215 0500


To David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Kim Amendola


kimamendola@noaagov


httpwwwmiamiheraldcom 201012291992396oil spillclarifies roadmap
forhtml


Michael C Barnette
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Issues Advisory TED Modifications Final Rule


Subject Issues Advisory TED Modifications Final Rule
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Thu 24 Feb 2011 104454 0500


To kim amendola kimamendola@noaagov
CC Karrie Carnes KarrieCarnes@noaagov


Hi Kim


Sorry you caught me while I was in the midst of juggling several other
issues and my brain was not engaged properly The IA was signed and
sent to HQ last month I have attached it in this email


Mike


Michael Barnette michaelbarnetteanoaagov


Fishery Biologist
Protected Resources Division


National Marine Fisheries Service


Ilssues Advisorysignedpdf


issues advisorydoc


issues advisorydocl
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
J National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


1 6 1 NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
I Southeast Regional Office


0 26313d Avenue South
fli


St Petersburg FL 33701 5505
7278245312 FAX 8245309


httpseronmfsnoaagov


NOV 2 9 2010 FSER3 I MCB


MEMORANDUM FOR Eric C Schwaab


Assistant Administrator for


Fisheries
FROM Roy E Crabtree PhD


Administrator


SUBJECT Final Rule on Allowable Modifications to the Turtle Excluder


Device TED Requirements ISSUES ADVISORY


This is to inform you that my office is finalizing a rule to amend the existing TED requirements
for the shrimp and summer flounder trawl fisheries that would add allowable modifications and
additional certified TED designs which may enhance their effectiveness in reducing sea turtle
mortality promote product retention and increase fuel efficiency Specifically the allowable
modifications include the use of flat bar box pipe and oval pipe for use in currentlyapproved
TED grids an increase in maximum mesh size on escape flaps from 1 58 to 2 inches 41 to 51
cm the inclusion of the Boone Big Boy TED for use in the shrimp fishery the use of three large
TED and Boone Wedge Cut TED escape openings specifications on the use of TED grid brace
bars and the use of the Chauvin Shrimp Deflector to improve shrimp retention We are also
including a new TED for use in the summer flounder fishery Additionally there are edits to the
TED regulations to clarify the definition of the Coulon TED and to rectify an oversight regarding
the maximum size chain that can be used on the Parker TED escape opening flap On September
2 2010 we published a proposed rule in the Federal Register soliciting public continent on these
allowable modifications The comment period closed on October 18 2010 with four responses
received on the proposed rule


The rule was developed in coordination with industry and the Southeast Fisheries Science
Center The published modifications are not mandatory but provide additional options for
fisheries currently required to utilize TEDs Therefore the rule is not controversial


If we can provide any additional information please contact Michael Barnette of the Southeast
Regional OfficesProtected Resources Division at 727551 5794 at your convenience


cc FPR


FPR3


FEN 3


GCEL Smith


w


a







ENTO UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE


p National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
0 NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE


Southeast Regional Office
A 26313th Avenue South
Nino


St Petersburg FL 33701 5505
7278245312 FAX 8245309
http seronmfsnoaagov


FSER31MCB


MEMORANDUM FOR Eric C Schwaab


Assistant Administrator for Fisheries


FROM Roy E Crabtree PhD
Regional Administrator


SUBJECT Final Rule on Allowable Modifications to the Turtle Excluder


Device TED Requirements ISSUES ADVISORY


This is to inform you that my office is finalizing a rule to amend the existing TED requirements
for the shrimp and summer flounder trawl fisheries that would add allowable modifications and
additional certified TED designs which may enhance their effectiveness in reducing sea turtle
mortality promote product retention and increase fuel efficiency Specifically the allowable
modifications include the use of flat bar box pipe and oval pipe for use in currentlyapproved
TED grids an increase in maximum mesh size on escape flaps from 158 to 2 inches 41 to 51
cm the inclusion of the Boone Big Boy TED for use in the shrimp fishery the use of three large
TED and Boone Wedge Cut TED escape openings specifications on the use of TED grid brace
bars and the use of the Chauvin Shrimp Deflector to improve shrimp retention We are also
including a new TED for use in the summer flounder fishery Additionally there are edits to the
TED regulations to clarify the definition of the Coulon TED and to rectify an oversight regarding
the maximum size chain that can be used on the Parker TED escape opening flap On September
2 2010 we published a proposed rule in the Federal Register soliciting public comment on these
allowable modifications The comment period closed on October 18 2010 with four responses
received on the proposed rule


The rule was developed in coordination with industry and the Southeast Fisheries Science
Center The published modifications are not mandatory but provide additional options for
fisheries currently required to utilize TEDs Therefore the rule is not controversial


Ifwe can provide any additional information please contact Michael Barnette of the Southeast
Regional OfficesProtected Resources Division at 727551 5794 at your convenience


cc FPR


FPR3


FEN3


GCEL Smith


WO







Fwd Fwd Expidited sampling of stranded Sea turtles


Subject Fwd Fwd Expidited sampling of stranded Sea turtles
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
Date Tue 29 Mar 2011 145737 0400
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov kim amendola
kimamendola@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


Hi Mike Are you checking into this Please let me know if there is anything I can do to
help Thanks HB


Original Message
SubjectFwd Expidited sampling of stranded Sea turtles


DateTue 29 Mar 2011 1321 40 0400
FromRoy CrabtreeRoyCrabtreeAnoaagov
ToHeather Blough HeatherBloughAnoaagov


Expidited sampling of strandedSea turtlesem


Subject Expidited sampling of stranded Sea turtles
From Dale Diaz DaleDiaz@dmrmsgov
Date Tue 29 Mar 2011 105526 0500


To RoyCrabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov
CC michaelbarnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov


Roy As we discussed on the phone this morning we are seeing a unusual
increase in the amount of sea turtles stranded in the Western MS Sound


in the month of March It would be very helpful for us if we could
determine the cause of death quickly in case there are some proactive
management steps we could take to deal with this situation I talked to


the director of the Institute of Marine Mammal Studies and they are
willing to do testing and necropsies but need the ok from NOAA Any
help you could give to make sure this testing is done quickly would be a
big help


Thanks


Dale Diaz


Director Office of Marine Fisheries


Mississippi Dept of Marine Resources


1141 Bayview Avenue


Biloxi Mississippi 39530


2285234064
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Fwd Fwd Expidited sampling of stranded Sea turtles


Heather Blough heatherbloughAnoaagov
Special Assistant to the Regional Administrator


NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region


lExpidited sampling of stranded Sea turtlesemlil


WINMAILDAT


IWINMAILDAT11
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Re Fwd Fwd Expidited sampling of stranded Sea turtles


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Expidited sampling of stranded Sea turtles
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Tue 29 Mar 2011 151349 0400


To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
CC kim amendola kimamendola@noaagov David Bernhart


David Bern hart@noaagov


Can you drive a big truck Just kidding
Yes I am working out transport logistics of getting the frozen turtles
at IMMS in Gulfport to Brian Stacy in Gainesville
Kim I stopped by a little while ago to see if you needed anything or
if you have heard anything new on the situation its eerily quiet this
afternoon given the circumstances


Heather Blough wrote
Hi Mike Are you checking into this Please let me know if there is
anything I can do to help Thanks HB


Original Message
Subject Fwd Expidited sampling of stranded Sea turtles
Date Tue 29 Mar 2011 132140 0400
From Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov
To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


Subject
Expidited sampling of stranded Sea turtles
From


Dale Diaz DaleDiaz@dmrmsgov
Date


Tue 29 Mar 2011 105526 0500
To


RoyCrabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov


To


RoyCrabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov
CC


michaelbarnette MichaelBarnette @noaagov


Roy As we discussed on the phone this morning we are seeing a unusual
increase in the amount of sea turtles stranded in the Western MS Sound


in the month of March It would be very helpful for us if we could
determine the cause of death quickly in case there are some proactive
management steps we could take to deal with this situation I talked to
the director of the Institute of Marine Mammal Studies and they are
willing to do testing and necropsies but need the ok from NOAA Any
help you could give to make sure this testing is done quickly would be a
big help


Thanks


Dale Diaz


Director Office of Marine Fisheries
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Re Fwd Fwd Expidited sampling of stranded Sea turtles


Mississippi Dept of Marine Resources


1141 Bayview Avenue


Biloxi Mississippi 39530


2285234064


Michael Barnette michaelbarnette


Fishery Biologist
Protected Resources Division


National Marine Fisheries Service
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sea turtle strandings in the news


Subject sea turtle strandings in the news
From Michael Barnette Michael Barnette@noaagov
Date Tue 29 Mar 2011 154715 0400


To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov kim amendola kimamendola@noaagov
Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Karrie Carnes KarrieCarnes@noaagov
David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov John Mitchell


John Mitchell@noaagov Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Wendy
Teas WendyTeas@noaagov


Articles are starting to pop out


http switchboardnrdcorgblogs rkistneras a resident of coastalhtml


http switchboardnrdcorqblogs rkistneras a resident of coastalhtml


Michael Barnette michaelbarnetteAnoaagov


Fishery Biologist
Protected Resources Division


National Marine Fisheries Service
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Re sea turtle strandings in the news


Subject Re sea turtle strandings in the news
From Michael Barnette Michael Barnette@noaagov
Date Tue 29 Mar 2011 162524 0400


To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov kim amendola kimamendola@noaagov
Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Karrie Carnes KarrieCarnes@noaagov
David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov John Mitchell


JohnMitchell@noaagov Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Wendy
Teas WendyTeas@noaagov


Sorry the same link got copied twice here is the other one


http wwwfoxl0tvcomdppnews local news baldwin countysea turtles death
investigated


Michael Barnette wrote


Articles are starting to pop out


http switchboardnrdcorqblogs rkistneras a resident of coastalhtml


http switchboardnrdcorgblogs rkistneras a resident of coastalhtml


Michael Barnette michaelbarnetteAnoaagov


Fishery Biologist
Protected Resources Division


National Marine Fisheries Service
J
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Fwd turtle transport for necropsies has been arranged


Subject Fwd turtle transport for necropsies has been arranged
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Wed 30 Mar 2011 135349 0400


To HeatherBlough@noaagovkimamendola@noaagov


Michael C Barnette


Begin forwarded message


From Melissa Cook MelissaCookanoaagov
Date March 30 2011 14916 PM EDT
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnetteAnoaagov Karen Mitchell


KarenMitchellAnoaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart noaagov Barbara


Schroeder BarbaraSchroedernoaagov Delphine Shannon
delphineaimmsorq Lisa DesfosseLisaDesfosseanoaagov
wendyAimmsorqBrianStacyanoaagovLEE SAXONLeeSaxonAnoaagov
John Mitchell JohnMitchellcrnoaagov Wendy Teas WendyTeascrnoaagov
Cc Guy DavenportGuyDavenportcrnoaagov melissa cook


MelissaCookAnoaagov


Subject turtle transport for necropsies has been arranged


All
Lee Saxon will drive to IMMS today to pick up the turtles and any associated
paperwork He will leave early Thursday morning for Gainesville It is about a 7 hour
drive from here Brian can you please provide a contact number and directions so
Lee can coordinate the transfer with you Also if you have any particular instructions
please email or call Lee please cc me on the email Lees work number is
2285491770 Thanks to IMMS and Lee for making this happen so quickly
Please let me know if you need anything else
Melissa


Melissa Cook wrote


I All
I have spoken to Wendy Hatchett at IMMS and she is going to inventory the of


turtles and the amount of space required to transport them We do not have a
freezer truck or box truck I am going to ask Guy Davenport how they transported
turtles from Panama City to Beaufort last month in hopes that we may use the
same method If they will fit into one or two of the large vats that we have we
may be able to drive them ourselves Once we have this information we can
determine the best way to proceed If anyone has any other ideas we are open
to suggestions


IMelissa
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Fwd turtle transport for necropsies has been arranged


O O O o
Melissa Cook PhD


Research Fishery Biologist


NOAA Fisheries Service


3209 Frederic Street


Pascagoula MS 39567


Work 228 5491628


MelissaCookanoaagov


1 Melissa Cook melissacookAnoaagov1


1 1


Part1131
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Fwd Fwd Re Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request


Subject Fwd Fwd Re Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
Date Thu 07 Apr 2011 092034 0400
To Karrie Carnes KarrieCarnes@noaagov kim amendola kimamendola@noaagov
Lauren B Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov


FYI petition for rulemaking on the sea turtle strandings


Original Message
SubjectFwd Re Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request


DateThu 07 Apr 2011 085426 0400
FromDavid BernhartDavidBernhartAnoaagov
ToRoy CrabtreeRoyCrabtreeAnoaagov Heather Blough


HeatherBloughaanoaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffmananoaagov
Dennis Klemm DennisKlemmAnoaagov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnetteAnoaagovJennifer Lee JenniferLeec noaagov Sheryan
Epperly SheryanEpperIyanoaagov Michael Mclemore


MichaelMclemoreanoaagov Cheryl Scannell CherylS
Shepherd Grimes ShepherdGrimest noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroederanoaagov Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusinanoaagov


Attached letter from Turtle Island Restoration Network to Eric Schwaab identifies itself as a


petition for emergency action on sea turtlesshrimp
DB


Original Message
SubjectRe Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request


DateWed 06 Apr 2011 150024 0700
FromDr Chris Pincetich chrisc tirnnet


ToDavid BernhartDavidBernhartAnoaagov
CCSheryan Epperly Sheryan EpperlyAnoaagov Todd Steiner


tsteineratirnnet Teri Shore tshoreAtirnnet Carole Allen


CaroleAseaturtlesorq EricSchwaabAnoaagov
ReferencesF39C6A7A5E544A7EBBC215A3C222CA15atirnnet


4D9B86782000905c noaagov


David


Our discussion yesterday was greatly appreciated Per our conversation the NMFS
skimmer trawl observer and bycatch information will be included into a report detailing
efforts by NMFS researchers testing new gear modification on skimmer trawls and you will
share with me the link or a copy of the report when it is released in three weeks You also
indicated that the section 7 ESA review of the Gulf of Mexico shrimp trawl fishery was in
process and awaiting data from a sawfish evaluation team Your best estimate was June
2011 as a completion date for the ESA section 7 review at which time a proposed rule
change may be announced


Also thank you for taking action to post a public update regarding the recent increase of
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Fwd Fwd Re Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request


dead sea turtles on Gulf shores and for discussing this issue with me


Our letter to Eric Scwaab is attached at your request and I have CCed him on this email as
well


Best regards


Chris


Attached Message Part


Christopher Pincetich PhD
Campaigner Marine Biologist Sea Turtle Restoration Project
415 6638590 ext 102
PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA
Location 9255 Sir Francis Drake Blvd Olema CA 94950
visit the STRP Action Center to help with all current campaigns
Join the Sea Turtle Restoration Proiect on Facebook Causes


On Apr 5 2011 at 2 PM David Bernhart wrote
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Fwd Fwd Re Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request


Thanks for your time discussing turtle issues today
Would you be able toemail me an electronic copy of your letter to Eric Schwaab


DB


Dr Chris Pincetich wrote


Dear David Bernhart Sheryan EpperlyChester


I would appreciate an update on my request to receive sea turtle bycatch and
observer reports from skimmer trawl vessels in the Gulf of Mexico and SE
Atlantic I am seeking specifics on the number of observers areas observed tow
times observed any bycatch observed and any sea turtle interactions If this
data has been released and you can share with me information to obtain it I
would appreciate it


Best regards


Chris


Christopher Pincetich PhD
Campaigner Marine Biologist Sea Turtle Restoration Project
415 6638590 ext 102
PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA
Location 9255 Sir Francis Drake Blvd Olema CA 94950
Visit the STRP Action Center to help with all current campaigns
Join the Sea Turtle Restoration Project on Facebook Causes


Heather Blough heatherbloughanoaagov
Special Assistant to the Regional Administrator


NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region


NMFSLtr DeadTurtlesTEDs040411pdf


Attached Message Part


Attached Message Part
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rtrrrATtcNNti
PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 P 4156638590 F 4156639534
wwwSeaTurtlesorg wwwSpawnUSAorg wwwGotMercuryorg


April 4 2011


Mr Eric C Schwaab


Assistant Administrator for Fisheries


NOAA Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910


RE Petition for Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in Gulf of Mexico


Dear Mr Eric Schwaab


Please accept this letter as a formal petition by Turtle Island Restoration Network to National
Marine Fisheries Service to take emergency actions including those specified below to protect
sea turtles and halt the spike of sea turtle deaths in the Gulf of Mexico


Since March 15 at least 40 dead sea turtles have been found on Mississippi beaches 4 in
Alabama 3 in Louisiana and 26 on Texas beaches Most were critically endangered Kemps
ridleys The combination of the harm from last years BP oil spill remaining oil in the water and
on beaches remnant chemical dispersant degradation of habitat and prey species and ongoing
shrimp and other fishing pressure require that immediate measures be taken to protect
endangered and threatened sea turtles and ensure their survival and recovery


However nearly a year since the BP oil spill and the decline in nesting Kemps ridleys and
loggerheads in 2010 no new sea turtle onthewater have been put in place by your agencies to
ensure their survival and recovery


STRP is calling on National Marine Fisheries Service and Gulf states to
1 Take emergency action to halt or restrict the Gulf shrimp season until the current sea turtle


standings are investigated findings made public and actions taken to remedy the problem
2 Issue an emergency regulation or interim rule to require Turtle Excluder Devices TEDs on


all skimmer trawls


3 Immediately increase enforcement of TEDs use on all shrimp trawls
4 Immediately increase observer coverage on all shrimp vessels


TIRN also seeks the immediate release of findings to date of the Endangered Species Act Section
7 Reinitiation of Consultation on Sea Turtle Conservation Regulations and Fishery Management
Plan for Shrimp Trawling in the Gulfof Mexico Our organization filed a 60Day Notice of







Petition for Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in GulfofMexico


Intent to sue on July 14 2010 to reinitiate consultation NMFS indicated that it had done so
However we have yet to see any response or actions as a result of this ESA action


TIRN has also repeatedly requested the release of skimmer trawl bycatch data and for NMFS to
immediately require the use of TEDs on these vessels In public and private statements NMFS
has acknowledged that skimmer trawls were a potential threat to sea turtles due to bycatch Yet
no action has been taken


It is unacceptable that NMFS continues to delay any actions on protecting sea turtles from threats
to their survival and recovery in the Gulf of Mexico The shrimp season is opening the nesting
season is nearing and sea turtles are washing up dead You must take emergency action now


We look forward to a prompt response


Sincerely yours


Teri Shore Christopher Pincetich PhD
Program Director Campaigner Marine Biologist
Turtle Island Restoration Network Sea Turtle Restoration Project







NY Times video on sea turtles is up on their site


Subject NY Times video on sea turtles is up on their site
From Monica Allen MonicaAllen@noaagov
Date Wed 20 Apr 2011 181114 0400
To Sara McNulty SaraMcNulty@noaagov Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov StacyBrian A bstacy@ufledu kim


amendola kimamendola@noaagov KarrieCarnes KarrieCarnes@noaagov
Douglas Demaster DouglasDemaster@noaagov SamuelRauch@noaagov John
Oliver JohnOliver@noaagov Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov Monica
Allen MonicaAllen@noaagov HeatherSagar@NoaaGov Connie Barclay
ConnieBarclay@noaagov MichaelSGallagher@noaagov Gary Reisner
GaryReisner@noaagov Jim Mccallum JimMccallum@noaagov Mark Holliday
MarkHolliday@noaagov Beth Lumsden BethLumsden@noaagov Eric Schwaab


EricSchwaab@noaagov Rebecca Chiampi RebeccaChiampi@noaagov Christine
Patrick ChristinePatrick@noaagov Stephanie Hunt StephanieHunt@Noaagov
LindsayFullenkamp@noaagov LindsayFullenkamp@noaagov Michael Ford
MichaelFord@noaagov Joshua Stoll@noaagov Carrie Selberg
carrieselberg@noaagov Brianne Smith BrianneSmith@noaagov Robert Moller


RobertMoller@noaagov Jim Lecky Jim Lecky@noaagov


Hi All
Barbara Schroeder did an excellent interview with the NY Times this


week and video reporter Brent McDonald has just posted the video that
includes the interview video from the spill and an interview done last
summer in Dr Brian Stacys necropsy lab
I think the video came out very well and tells this nuanced story Thank
you Barbara for taking the time to help the NY Times
To see the short video go to http wwwnytimescom


and scroll down to the video section You will see the sea turtle video


is the lead video right now


Monica


Monica Allen


NOAA Communications External Affairs


National Marine Fisheries Service


US Department of Commerce
1315 East West Highway
Room 14502


Silver Spring Md 20910
Tel 301 713 2370
Fax 301 713 1452
Cell 202 3796693
Email monicaallen@noaagov
Join us on Facebook wwwfacebookcomnoaalubchenco
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Re Fwd RE GAO Request for Meeting at the SER


Subject Re Fwd RE GAO Request for Meeting at the SER
From Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
Date Wed 23 Mar 2011 101540 0400


To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
CCDennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Lauren Batte Lugo
LaurenBLugo@noaagov Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Lauren is in the process of organizing Hill meetings with Senator
Nelsons staff and other Senators and congressmans staffers for Roy on
the 6th of April
Looks like this meeting is tentatively scheduled for the afternoon of
the 6th which would put it during the time Roy would potentially be
traveling to the airport


Heather Blough wrote
Good morning Dennis Thanks very much for the heads up We will
notify HQ Please let us know where you will bemeeting because Roy
is interested in participating Thanks HB


Dennis Klemm wrote


Heather


The GAO is doing research on how sea turtle conservation works
within


the federal govt The objectives of their research are as follows


1 to what extent the Services coordinate their reviews of
incidental


take permits and consider cumulative impacts on sea turtles


2 to what extent the Services have complete and reliable data on
sea


turtle takes as well as coordinate to monitor compliance with
incidental take permits and conservation plans


3 what types of enforcement activities have the Services taken when
the number of sea turtle takes exceeded what was authorized and to


what extent to do they coordinate enforcement efforts


There was an entrance conference via phone with many of the NMFS and
USFWS sea turtle program people on Feb 28th They are now asking
to


have a facetoface meeting with David Bob Jenny and me here on


April 6th which we ha agreed to Is there any particular
process
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Re Fwd RE GAO Request for Meeting at the SER


notifications etc that need to be done related to this meeting
given that its an official request from GAO


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Original Message
Subject RE GAO Request for Meeting at the SER
Date Wed 23 Mar 2011 092442 0400


From Beveridge Jennifer L BeveridgeJ@gaogov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
RobertHoffman@noaagov RobertHoffman @noaagov
jenniferlee@noaagov JenniferLee@noaagov
References


8D1515741638DE44AC6BAD336296A1700F4BD6FE32 @WASEVSCLUOlprodgaogov
4D88CCDB3090607 @noaagov


8D1515741638DE44AC6BAD336296A1700F4BD6FE5D @WASEVSCLUOlprodgaogov
4D890AC43060609 @noaagov


Great Thanks very much we really appreciate it Since we will be


driving from Tallahassee that morning we are hoping everyone will
be


available at 3OOpm Let me know if that doesnt work for you all I


assume that we should meet you at the Southeast Regional Office 263


13th Ave South correct Of course please feel free to invite any
other colleagues you see fit for the meeting There will be three of


us Ms Lisa Vojta the analyst in charge Ms Griffin Glatt and


myself If you need to reach us that week please feel free to call
my cell phone 2022944141


thanks again and we look forward to meeting you all


Jenna


From David Bernhart mailtoDavidBernhart@noaagov
Sent Tuesday March 22 2011 447 PM


To Beveridge Jennifer L


Cc Dennis Klemm RobertHoffman@noaagov
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Re Fwd RE GAO Request for Meeting at the SER


jenniferlee@noaagov
Subject Re GAO Request for Meeting at the SER


Yes I can be available


David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator
Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office
NOAA Fisheries Service


Beveridge Jennifer L wrote


Dear Mr Berhnart Mr Hoffman Ms Lee and Mr Klemm


Weve had a bit of a change in our schedule and will be in St
Petersburg on Wednesday April 6th in the afternoon driving from
Tallahassee Would you all be free by chance


with thanks and apologies for the change


Jenna


From Dennis Klemm mailtoDennisKlemm@noaagov
Sent Tuesday March 22 2011 1223 PM


To Beveridge Jennifer L


Cc DavidBernhart@noaagov mailto DavidBernhart@noaagov
RobertHoffman@noaagov mailtoRobertHoffman@noaagov
jenniferlee@noaagov mailtojenniferlee@noaagov
Subject Re GAO Request for Meeting at the SER


I will be available on that date time


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division
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Re Fwd RE GAO Request for Meeting at the SER


Southeast Regional Office SERO


National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagovmailtoDennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Beveridge Jennifer L wrote


Dear Mr Berhnart Mr Hoffman Ms Lee and Mr Klemm


I work with the US Government Accountability Office with the team
conducting research on sea turtles I believe that one or two of you
may have spoken with colleagues of mine this past month My team
will be traveling to Florida and plan to be in St Petersburg on
Tuesday April 5th most likely in the afternoon Would you and your
colleagues be available for a meeting


As refresher our research objectives are to determine


1 to what extent the Services coordinate their reviews of


incidental


take permits and consider cumulative impacts on sea turtles


2 to what extent the Services have complete and reliable data on
sea


turtle takes as well as coordinate to monitor compliance with
incidental take permits and conservation plans


3 what types of enforcement activities have the Services taken when
the number of sea turtle takes exceeded what was authorized and to


what extent to do they coordinate enforcement efforts


With thanks and we look forward to hearing from you
Jenna Beveridge


Jenna Beveridge Analyst
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Re Fwd RE GAO Request for Meeting at the SER


US Government Accountability Office


2025124504


beveridgej@ gao gov ailtobeveridgej @gaogov


Linda Atwell


Administrative Assistant


to the Regional Administrator
NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region
T 7278245301
F 727 824 5320


Email LindaAtwell@noaagov
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Fwd Help Stop More Sea Turtle Deaths in the Gulf of Mexico


Subject Fwd Help Stop More Sea Turtle Deaths in the Gulf of Mexico
From David Bernhart David Bernhart@noaagov
Date Fri 01 Apr 2011 08 3823 0400


To Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaa gov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnette@noaagov Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Lauren Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov Kim


Amendola kimamendola@noaagov Hal Robbins HalRobbins@noaa gov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov


Original Message
SubjectHelp Stop More Sea Turtle Deaths in the Gulf of Mexico


DateThu 31 Mar 2011 17 5546 0400 EDT
From Carole Allen Sea Turtle Restoration Project tirn@maildemocracyinaction org


ReplyTo tirn aimaildemocracyinactionorq
To


SEA TURTLE
0 RESTORATION PROJECT


Subscribe I Donate I Tell A Friend
Dear Supporter


At least 40 dead sea turtles have washed up on the
beaches of Mississippi in just 2 weeks and most are
endangered Kemps ndleys Another 24 were found dead
this month in Texas


Dead turtles found on Gulf beaches likely fell victim to
drowning in shrimp nets without Turtle Excluder Devices
TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly The Sea Turtle


c


Restoration Project needs your help now to prevent
needless deaths of hundreds of sea turtles in Gulf of Mexico


waters this spring during the height of shrimp trawling
season


Immediate Law Enforcement is Needed


Each year the beginning of shrimp trawl season in the Gulf is a death sentence for endangered sea turtles
Years of campaigns in Texas have increased law enforcement there and now Mississippi Alabama and
Louisiana must take action to ensure vessels are operating legally


Increased law enforcement could prevent the injury and deaths of hundreds more sea turtles this year Far
too many dead turtles have washed up on beaches already and many more were likely killed and sank We
must stop shrimpers who do not use the required TEDs disable them or install them incorrectly


Help Stop More Sea Turtle Deaths in the Gulf


Please help us request maximum law enforcement in the Gulf of Mexico both state and federal waters by
taking these two actions below


1 Click here to send a letter to Mississippi Texas Alabama and NOM requesting increased enforcement of
TEDs laws


2 Contribute NOW to help STRP protect sea turtles in the Gulf from the threats to their survival We need
the help of people like you to save the sea turtles thank you


Sincerely
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Fwd Help Stop More Sea Turtle Deaths in the Gulf of Mexico


Carole Allen Gulf Office Director Sea Turtle Restoration Project


Top Photo A loggerhead sea turtle slips through the opening in a Turtle Excluder Device on a trawl net
NOAA


script removed


Sea Turtle Restoration Project Email News and Updates
facebook PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA


You are subscribed to this list as davidbernhart@noaa qov


a P Click here to unsubscnbe
Become a Fan


To update your preferences or contact information click hereon Facebook


mbewbrdby


ap
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Re Fwd Help Stop More Sea Turtle Deaths in the Gulf of Mexico


Subject Re Fwd Help Stop More Sea Turtle Deaths in the Gulf of Mexico
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
Date Fri 01 Apr 2011 085147 0400
To David Bernhart David Bernhart@noaa gov
CC Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaa gov Roy Crabtree
RoyCrabtree@noaagov Lauren Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov Kim Amendola kim amendola@noaagov Hal


Robbins HalRobbins@noaagov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaa gov


Yes Im getting tons of bulk emails Got about 1500 already today from this website
Carole Allen from HEART Help Endangered Animals Ridley Turtles and Sea Turtle
Restoration Project called me yesterday morning to ask about the stranding event since she
had apparently just heard about them She immediately started blaming skimmers and
other trawlers I told her that it is being investigated by both the state and us and that thus
far there has been little evidence of trawling activity in the area but we are still investigating
all possibilities including trawling She is still sure that it must be shrimpers and actually
told me that she hates shrimping and would like to see it banned


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


Dennis Klemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


David Bernhart wrote


Original Message
SubjectHelp Stop More Sea Turtle Deaths in the Gulf of Mexico


DateThu 31 Mar 2011 175546 0400 EDT
FromCarole Allen Sea Turtle Restoration Project tirn@maildemocracyinaction org


ReplyTo tarncmaildemocracyinactionorq
To David Bernhart@noaagov


a SEA TURTLE
Q A RESTORATION PROJECT


Subscribe I Donate I Tell A Friend
Dear Supporter


At least 40 dead sea turtles have washed up on the
beaches of Mississippi in just 2 weeks and most are
endangered Kemps ridleys Another 24 were found dead
this month in Texas


Dead turtles found on Gulf beaches likely fell victim to
drowning in shrimp nets without Turtle Excluder Devices


I
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Re Fwd Help Stop More Sea Turtle Deaths in the Gulf of Mexico


TEDs or with TEDs not installed properly The Sea Turtle
Restoration Project needs your help now to prevent
needless deaths of hundreds of sea turtles in Gulf of Mexico


t
S


waters this spring during the height of shrimp trawling
season


Immediate Law Enforcement is Needed


Each year the beginning of shrimp trawl season in the Gulf is a death sentence for endangered sea turtles
Years of campaigns in Texas have increased law enforcement there and now Mississippi Alabama and
Louisiana must take action to ensure vessels are operating legally


Increased law enforcement could prevent the injury and deaths of hundreds more sea turtles this year Far
too many dead turtles have washed up on beaches already and many more were likely killed and sank We
must stop shrimpers who do not use the required TEDs disable them or install them incorrectly


Help Stop More Sea Turtle Deaths in the Gulf


Please help us request maximum law enforcement in the Gulf of Mexico both state and federal waters by
taking these two actions below


1 Click here to send a letter to Mississippi Texas Alabama and NOM requesting increased enforcement of
TEDs laws


2 Contribute NOW to help STRP protect sea turtles in the Gulf from the threats to their survival We need
the help of people like you to save the sea turtles thank youp p P Y Y


Sincerely


Carole Allen Gulf Office Director Sea Turtle Restoration Project


Top Photo A loggerhead sea turtle slips through the opening in a Turtle Excluder Device on a trawl net
NOAH


script removed


Sea Turtle Restoration Project Email News and Updates
facebook PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA


You are subscribed to this list as davidbernhartanoaagov


Click here to unsubscribe
Become a Fan


To update your preferences or contact information click hereon Facebook


mpowrdby


sulso O


Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov


Fishery Biologist


Protected Resources Division


National Marine Fisheries Service
l
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Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Subject Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
From Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 162758 0400
To David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov LaurenBLugo
LaurenBLugo@noaagov JeremyRusin@noaagov


David I need your assistance to get this control responded to by May 3 We just cant get
extensions of the length that Dennis requests Furthermore TIRN has called both Jim and
me repeatedly and cornered Barbara at the Sea Turtle Symposium about when they will get
a response to their petition I know this isnt simple and Im sure that PR2 staff can assist
but if Dennis cant do this we need assistance from someone else in SERO


Thanks Helen


Original Message
SubjectRe Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 151037 0400
FromBeck Rootes BeckyRootesanoaagov
ToHelen Golde HelenGoldeanoaagov
CCAbbie Mimiko AbbieMimikoAnoaagov Frances Pflieger
FrancesPfliegerAnoaagov Lindsay Fullenkamp
LindsayFullenkampcrnoaagov Becky RootesBeckyRootesAnoaagov


Dennis Klemm DennisKlemmAnoaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroederaAnoaagov Alexis GutierrezAlexisGutierreznoaagov


Helen


Please help manage this controlled correspondence so that Eric can have a response for
his signature within the next 2 weeks nit May 3
This control was assigned to PR almost 2 weeks ago
Let me know if we need to discuss


Thanks
Becky


Original Message
SubjectFwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 143550 0400
FromFrances Pflieger FrancesPfliegerAnoaagov


To Becky Rootes BeckyRootesanoaagov


Hi Becky Please see below The incoming was controlled here in NMFS so
we have some flexibility but this would delay the response at least a
month due to staffing issues and communication problems in PR Please
advise Thanks


Fran
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Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 141949 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaaqov
To Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaaqov


Fran Please see below May we have an extension on this control


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 131928 0400
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaaqov
To Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaaqov


Hello


I was just sent the below email and was notified that it is a controlled
correspondence Apparently today is already the response due date Trawl
fisheries of the area are currently being investigated there are
efforts by NMFS SEFSC and SER law enforcement and the states and
additional information will be necessary prior to being able to take
such actions if warranted requested by Turtle Island Additionally
with workload and travel issues I will be on travel for two weeks


starting next week and was on travel all of last week we will need
substantial additional time on the order of a few weeks to draft the
response If possible I would see if I could have the letter assigned to
someone else in my office to draft it since I will be out for those two
weeks but given everyones workload issues that is not likely Would we
be able to get an extension preferably to the 19th of May about a
month but no earlier than the 13th


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 130027 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaaqov


Original Message
Subject Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 125916 0400
From Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
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Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Bob Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov
CC Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@hoaagov


Hi Guys
See below do you want to draft this
Barbara


Original Message
Subject ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 120647 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Jeremy Rusin
JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAli@noaagov


A please see attached control regarding sea turtle deaths in the gulf
of Mexico A response from AA Schwaab is due on April 18 2010 Thanks


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 301 7134060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 301 713 4060
Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Fran Pflieger
WriterEditor


NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


SSMC3 Room 14322


301 713 1364 x179


Helen M Golde
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Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


3017132332 x 108
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RATION Nf


PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 P 4156638590 F 4156639534
wwwSeaTurtiesorg wwwSpawnUSAorg wwwGotMercuryorg


April 4 2011


Mr Eric C Schwaab


Assistant Administrator for Fisheries


NOAH Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910


RE Petition for Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in Gulf of Mexico


Dear Mr Eric Schwaab


Please accept this letter as a formal petition by Turtle Island Restoration Network to National
Marine Fisheries Service to take emergency actions including those specified below to protect
sea turtles and halt the spike of sea turtle deaths in the Gulf of Mexico


Since March 15 at least 40 dead sea turtles have been found on Mississippi beaches 4 in
Alabama 3 in Louisiana and 26 on Texas beaches Most were critically endangered Kemps
ridleys The combination of the harm from last yearsBP oil spill remaining oil in the water and
on beaches remnant chemical dispersant degradation of habitat and prey species and ongoing
shrimp and other fishing pressure require that immediate measures be taken to protect
endangered and threatened sea turtles and ensure their survival and recovery


However nearly a year since the BP oil spill and the decline in nesting Kempsridleys and
loggerheads in 2010 no new sea turtle onthewater have been put in place by your agencies to
ensure their survival and recovery


STRP is calling on National Marine Fisheries Service and Gulf states to
1 Take emergency action to halt or restrict the Gulf shrimp season until the current sea turtle


standings are investigated findings made public and actions taken to remedy the problem
2 Issue an emergency regulation or interim rule to require Turtle Excluder Devices TEDs on


all skimmer trawls


3 Immediately increase enforcement of TEDs use on all shrimp trawls
4 Immediately increase observer coverage on all shrimp vessels


TIRN also seeks the immediate release of findings to date of the Endangered Species Act Section
7 Reinitiation of Consultation on Sea Turtle Conservation Regulations and Fishery Management
Plan for Shrimp Trawling in the Gulf of Mexico Our organization filed a 60Day Notice of







Petition for Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in GulfofMexico


Intent to sue on July 14 2010 to reinitiate consultation NMFS indicated that it had done so
However we have yet to see any response or actions as a result of this ESA action


TIRN has also repeatedly requested the release of skimmer trawl bycatch data and for NMFS to
immediately require the use of TEDs on these vessels In public and private statements NMFS
has acknowledged that skimmer trawls were a potential threat to sea turtles due to bycatch Yet
no action has been taken


It is unacceptable that NMFS continues to delay any actions on protecting sea turtles from threats
to their survival and recovery in the Gulfof Mexico The shrimp season is opening the nesting
season is nearing and sea turtles are washing up dead You must take emergency action now


We look forward to a prompt response


Sincerely yours


1
Teri Shore Christopher Pincetich PhD
Program Director Campaigner Marine Biologist
Turtle Island Restoration Network Sea Turtle Restoration Project







Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Subject Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 300141
From Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 163122 0400
To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Lauren B Lugo
LaurenBLugo@noaagov
CC JeremyRusin@noaagov


I just got a bounce back from David that he is out until Thursday Your assistance in
keeping this moving would be appreciated Let me and Jeremy know if this will be a
problem


Helen


Original Message
SubjectFwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 162758 0400
FromHelen Golde HelenGoldec noaagov
ToDavid BernhartDavidBernhartAnoaagov


CCHeather Blough HeatherBloughannoaagov LaurenBLugo
LaurenBLugoAnoaagov jeremyrusinAnoaagov


David I need your assistance to get this control responded to by May 3 We just cant get
extensions of the length that Dennis requests Furthermore TIRN has called both Jim and
me repeatedly and cornered Barbara at the Sea Turtle Symposium about when they will get
a response to their petition I know this isnt simple and Im sure that PR2 staff can assist
but if Dennis cant do this we need assistance from someone else in SERO


Thanks Helen


Original Message
SubjectRe Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 151037 0400
FromBecky Rootes BeckyRootesaAnoaagov
ToHelen GoldeHelenGoldeAnoaagov
CCAbbie MimikoAbbieMimikoAnoaagov Frances Pflieger
FrancesPfliegerAnoaagov Lindsay Fullenkamp
LindsayFullenkampAnoaagov Becky Rootes BeckyRootesAnoaagov


Dennis Klemm DennisKlemmAnoaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroederAnoaagov Alexis GutierrezAlexisGutierrezAnoaagov


Helen


Please help manage this controlled correspondence so that Eric can have a response for
his signature within the next 2 weeks nit May 3
This control was assigned to PR almost 2 weeks ago
Let me know if we need to discuss


Thanks
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Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Becky


Original Message
SubjectFwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 300141111


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 143550 0400
FromFrances Pflieger FrancesPfliegerAnoaagov
ToBecky Rootes BeckyRootesAnoaagov


Hi Becky Please see below The incoming was controlled here in NMFS so
we have some flexibility but this would delay the response at least a
month due to staffing issues and communication problems in PR Please
advise Thanks


Fran


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 141949 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaagov


Fran Please see below May we have an extension on this control


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 131928 0400
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
To Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Hello


I was just sent the below email and was notified that it is a controlled
correspondence Apparently today is already the response due date Trawl
fisheries of the area are currently being investigated there are
efforts by NMFS SEFSC and SER law enforcement and the states and
additional information will be necessary prior to being able to take
such actions if warranted requested by Turtle Island Additionally
with workload and travel issues I will be on travel for two weeks
starting next week and was on travel all of last week we will need
substantial additional time on the order of a few weeks to draft the
response If possible I would see if I could have the letter assigned to
someone else in my office to draft it since I will be out for those two
weeks but given everyones workload issues that is not likely Would we
be able to get an extension preferably to the 19th of May about a
month but no earlier than the 13th


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
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Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 130027 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart @noaagov
To Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov


Original Message
Subject Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 125916 0400
From Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder @noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Bob Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov
CC Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Hi Guys
See below do you want to draft this
Barbara


OriginalMessage
Subject ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 120647 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder @noaagov Jeremy Rusin
JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAli@noaagov


A please see attached control regarding sea turtle deaths in the gulf
of Mexico A response from AA Schwaab is due on April 18 2010 Thanks


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 3017134060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 301 7134060


Office of the Director
Protected Resources
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Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Fran Pflieger
WriterEditor
NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


SSMC3 Room 14322
301 713 1364 x179


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources
NOAA Fisheries Service


301 7132332 x 108


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 7132332 x 108
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SrUkATloN NtOC4


PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 P 4156638590 F 4156639534
wwwSeaTurtlesorg wwwSpawnUSAorg wwwGotMercuryorg


April 4 2011


Mr Eric C Schwaab


Assistant Administrator for Fisheries


NOAA Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910


RE Petition for Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in Gulf of Mexico


Dear Mr Eric Schwaab


Please accept this letter as a formal petition by Turtle Island Restoration Network to National
Marine Fisheries Service totake emergency actions including those specified below to protect
sea turtles and halt the spike of sea turtle deaths in the Gulf of Mexico


Since March 15 at least 40 dead sea turtles have been found on Mississippi beaches 4 in
Alabama 3 in Louisiana and 26 on Texas beaches Most were critically endangered Kemps
ridleys The combination of the harm from last yearsBP oil spill remaining oil in the water and
on beaches remnant chemical dispersant degradation ofhabitat and prey species and ongoing
shrimp and other fishing pressure require that immediate measures be taken to protect
endangered and threatened sea turtles and ensure their survival and recovery


However nearly a year since the BP oil spill and the decline in nesting Kempsridleys and
loggerheads in 2010 no new sea turtle onthewater have been put in place by your agencies to
ensure their survival and recovery


STRP is calling on National Marine Fisheries Service and Gulf states to
1 Take emergency action to halt or restrict the Gulf shrimp season until the current sea turtle


standings are investigated findings made public and actions taken to remedy the problem
2 Issue an emergency regulation or interim rule to require Turtle Excluder Devices TEDs on


all skimmer trawls


3 Immediately increase enforcement of TEDs use on all shrimp trawls
4 Immediately increase observer coverage on all shrimp vessels


TIRN also seeks the immediate release of findings to date of the Endangered Species Act Section
7 Reinitiation of Consultation on Sea Turtle Conservation Regulations and Fishery Management
Plan for Shrimp Trawling in the Gulf of Mexico Our organization filed a 60Day Notice of







Petitionfor Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in GulfofMexico


Intent to sue on July 14 2010 to reinitiate consultation NMFS indicated that it had done so
However we have yet to see any response or actions as a result of this ESA action


TIRN has also repeatedly requested the release of skimmer trawl bycatch data and for NMFS to
immediately require the use of TEDs on these vessels In public and private statements NMFS
has acknowledged that skimmer trawls were a potential threat to sea turtles due to bycatch Yet
no action has been taken


It is unacceptable that NMFS continues to delay any actions on protecting sea turtles from threats
to their survival and recovery in the Gulf of Mexico The shrimp season is opening the nesting
season is nearing and sea turtles are washing up dead You must take emergency action now


We look forward to a prompt response


Sincerely yours


J I L1 L


Teri Shore Christopher Pincetich PhD
Program Director Campaigner Marine Biologist
Turtle Island Restoration Network Sea Turtle Restoration Project







Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
From Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaa gov
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 170642 0400
To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
CC Lauren B Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov JeremyRusin@noaagov Barbara
Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov


Heather As we discussed you all will work on a more general response without making a
final determination on how we will respond to the petition Because this is considered to be
a petition under the APA there is no deadline for responding to the petition but it would be
good to set forth some sort of timeline At the very least I would think you would want to
say what is being done to examine the problem increase enforcement which is one of the
things they are asking for etc and how that info will be used to make a determination on
the petition request


Helen


Heather Blough wrote


Hi Helen I just left you a voice mail to call me when you can re the attached
727551 5795 Thanks HB


Helen Golde wrote


I just got a bounce back from David that he is out until Thursday Your
assistance in keeping this moving would be appreciated Let me and Jeremy
know if this will be a problem


Helen


Original Message
SubjectFwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 162758 0400
FromHelen GoldeHelenGoldeAnoaagov


ToDavid BernhartDavidBernhartAnoaagov


CCHeather Blough HeatherBloughaAnoaagov Lauren B Lugo
LaurenBLugoanoaagov jeremvrusinAnoaagov


David I need your assistance to get this control responded to by May 3 We
just cant get extensions of the length that Dennis requests Furthermore TIRN
has called both Jim and me repeatedly and cornered Barbara at the Sea Turtle
Symposium about when they will get a response to their petition I know this
isnt simple and Im sure that PR2 staff can assist but if Dennis cant do this we
need assistance from someone else in SERO


Thanks Helen


Original Message
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


SubjectRe Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
DateTue 19 Apr 2011 151037 0400
FromBecky Rootes BeckyRootesAnoaagov
ToHelen Golde HelenGoldecnoaagov
CCAbbie MimikoAbbieMimikoAnoaagov Frances Pflieger
FrancesPfliegeranoaagov Lindsay Fullenkamp
LindsayFullenkampAnoaagov Becky Rootes
BeckyRootesAnoaagov Dennis Klemm


DennisKlemmcAnoaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroederAnoaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrezAnoaagov


Helen


Please help manage this controlled correspondence so that Eric can have a
response for his signature within the next 2 weeks nit May 3
This control was assigned to PR almost 2 weeks ago
Let me know if we need to discuss


Thanks


Becky


Original Message
SubjectFwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 143550 0400
FromFrances Pflieger FrancesPfliegerAnoaagov
ToBecky Rootes BeckyRootesnoaagov


Hi Becky Please see below The incoming was controlled here in NMFS so
we have some flexibility but this would delay the response at least a
month due to staffing issues and communication problems in PR Please
advise Thanks


Fran


Original Me
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 141949 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaagov


Fran Please see below May we have an extension on this control


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 131928 0400
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
To Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Hello


I was just sent the below email and was notified that it is a controlled
correspondence Apparently today is already the response due date Trawl
fisheries of the area are currently being investigated there are
efforts by NMFS SEFSC and SER law enforcement and the states and
additional information will be necessary prior to being able to take
such actions if warranted requested by Turtle Island Additionally
with workload and travel issues I will be on travel for two weeks


starting next week and was on travel all of last week we will need
substantial additional time on the order of a few weeks to draft the
response If possible I would see if I could have the letter assigned to
someone else in my office to draft it since I will be out for those two
weeks but given everyones workload issues that is not likely Would we
be able to get an extension preferably to the 19th of May about a
month but no earlier than the 13th


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 130027 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart @noaagov
To Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov


Original Message
Subject Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 125916 0400
From Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart @noaagov Bob Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov
CC Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez @ noaagov


Hi Guys
See below do you want to draft this
Barbara


Original Message
Subject ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 120647 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder @noaagov Jeremy Rusin
JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez @noaagov
DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAli@noaagov
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


A please see attached control regarding sea turtle deaths in the gulf
of Mexico A response from AA Schwaab is due on April 18 2010 Thanks


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 301 7134060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 7132332 Ext 135


Fax 301 7134060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Fran Pflieger
WriterEditor
NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


SSMC3 Room 14322
301 713 1364 x179


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources
NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108
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Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 300


Subject Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 3001411
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 174216 0400
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
CC Lauren Batte Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov


Hi all HQ gave us a 2week extension on this Re content they suggest we acknowledge
receipt of the petition indicate we also are concerned about the situation and that were
looking into it summarize the things were doing to investigate the situation and provide
some indication of whenhow we would make a determination re ifhow to respond Roy will
want to review this David I suggest you discuss this with him during your trip this week
Thanks HB


Original Message
SubjectReFwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 170642 0400
FromHelen GoldeHelenGoldeAnoaagov


ToHeather Blough HeatherBloughanoaagov
CCLauren B LugoLaurenBLugoAnoaagov JeremyRusinAnoaagov


Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroederanoaagov
References4DADF11A 8050109anoaagov 4DADF1A95030703Anoaa gov


Heather As we discussed you all will work on a more general response without making a
final determination on how we will respond to the petition Because this is considered to be
a petition under the APA there is no deadline for responding to the petition but it would be
good to set forth some sort of timeline At the very least I would think you would want to
saywhat is being done to examine the problem increase enforcement which is one of the
things they are asking for etc and how that info will be used to make a determination on
the petition request


Helen


Heather Blough wrote


Hi Helen I just left you a voice mail to call me when you can re the attached
727551 5795 Thanks HB


Helen Golde wrote


I just got a bounce back from David that he is out until Thursday Your
assistance in keeping this moving would be appreciated Let me and Jeremy
know if this will be a problem


Helen


Original Message
SubjectFwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
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Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 300


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 162758 0400
FromHelen Golde HelenGoldeAnoaagov
ToDavid Bernhart DavidBernhartAnoaagov
CCHeather Blough HeatherBloughanoaagovLaurenBLugo


LaurenBLugo@noaagov jeremyrusinftnoaagov


David I need your assistance to get this control responded to by May 3 We
just cant get extensions of the length that Dennis requests Furthermore TIRN
has called both Jim and me repeatedly and cornered Barbara at the Sea Turtle
Symposium about when they will get a response to their petition I know this
isnt simple and Im sure that PR2 staff can assist but if Dennis cant do this we
need assistance from someone else in SERO


Thanks Helen


Original Message
SubjectRe Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 151037 0400
FromBecky Rootes BeckyRootesAnoaagov
ToHelen Golde HelenGoldennoaagov
CCAbbie MimikoAbbieMimikoanoaagov Frances Pflieger
FrancesPfliegeranoaagov Lindsay Fullenkamp
LindsayFullenkampanoaagov Becky Rootes
BeckyRootesanoaagovDennis Klemm
DennisKlemmnoaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroederanoaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrezaAnoaagov


Helen


Please help manage this controlled correspondence so that Eric can have a
response for his signature within the next 2 weeks nit May 3
This control was assigned to PR almost 2 weeks ago
Let me know if we need to discuss


Thanks
Becky


Original Message
SubjectFwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 143550 0400
FromFrances Pflieger FrancesPfliegeranoaagov
ToBecky Rootes BeckyRootesAnoaagov


Hi Becky Please see below The incoming was controlled here in NMFS so
we have some flexibility but this would delay the response at least a
month due to staffing issues and communication problems in PR Please
advise Thanks
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Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 300


Fran


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 141949 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaagov


Fran Please see below May we have an extension on this control


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 131928 0400
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
To Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Hello


I was just sent the below email and was notified that it is a controlled
correspondence Apparently today is already the response due date Trawl
fisheries of the area are currently being investigated there are
efforts by NMFS SEFSC and SER law enforcement and the states and
additional information will be necessary prior to being able to take
such actions if warranted requested by Turtle Island Additionally
with workload and travel issues I will be on travel for two weeks


starting next week and was on travel all of last week we will need
substantial additional time on the order of a few weeks to draft the
response If possible I would see if I could have the letter assigned to
someone else in my office to draft it since I will be out for those two
weeks but given everyones workload issues that is not likely Would we
be able to get an extension preferably to the 19th of May about a
month but no earlier than the 13th


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 130027 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaaqov
To Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov


Original Message
Subject Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


3 of 5







Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 300


Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 125916 0400
From Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noagov Bob Hoffman
RobertHoffman @noaagov
CC Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez @noaagov


Hi Guys
See below do you want to draft this
Barbara


Original Message
Subject ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 120647 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Jeremy Rusin
JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAli@noaagov


A please see attached control regarding sea turtle deaths in the gulf
of Mexico A response from AA Schwaab is due on April 18 2010 Thanks


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 301 713 4060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 7132332 Ext 135


Fax 301 713 4060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Fran Pflieger
WriterEditor
NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


SSMC3 Room 14322
301 713 1364 x179
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Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 300


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 7132332 x 108


Heather Blough heatherbloughAnoaagov
Special Assistant to the Regional Administrator


NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region
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Re TED compliance issues


Subject Re TED compliance issues
From Roy Crabtree roycrabtree@noaagov
Date Wed 15 Dec 2010 100T38 0500


To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov kim amendola
kimamendola@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov


agree


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Roy
I meant to include you on the original distribution list for this
report In a nutshell we conducted more courtesy inspections of
shrimp trawlers in Mayport and Ft Myers and found significant
issues


with TED compliance It is now obvious these issues are not


confined


to the western GOM but occur throughout the GOM and into the
Atlantic We plan on conducting some inspections in the Carolinas
in


the near future where we anticipate a grimmer picture than FL
I think it would be prudent to discuss this issue again and run it


up


thechain so leadership understands the significance and extent of
the


problems we are seeing in the field Cheers
Mike
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Re FYI OpEd piece


Subject Re FYI OpEd piece
From Kim Amendola kimamendola@noaagov
Date Mon 20 Dec 2010 200438 0500


To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC Karrie Carnes KarrieCarnes@noaagov Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov
David Bern hart DavidBernhart@noaagov


I still have some reservations about this but if David and Roy are ok
with it then we can just move on


Michael Barnette wrote


FYI


The OpEd piece was resurrected by Justin Kenney and Dr Lubchenco


apparently provided edits as well Attached Its better than


earlier


versions


Cheers
Mike
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Re Revision to TED regs question from Sam Rauch


Subject Re Revision to TED regs question from Sam Rauch
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Wed 05 Jan 2011 155342 0500
To Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
CC Kristy Long KristyLong@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
David Cottingham DavidCottingham@noaagov Roy Crabtree
RoyCrabtree@noaagov John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov


The proposed TED revisions are simply to allow fishermen to use new
materials or designs several of which were originally
designedproposed by fishermen to improve shrimp retention andor
increase fuel efficiency These revisions are not new requirements
but


alternatives to existing requirements Currently fishermen need to


request and receive an annual experimental TED permit to use these
materials and designs Codifying them they have already been
certified some for several years would eliminate this burden to the
fishermen as well as the agency IMHO we should not penalize those
fishermen who are proactive in trying to improve TED performance
So Sams question is not really a concern for this rule package but
it


definitely is one in relation to a potential skimmer trawl TED
requirement the Atlantic Strategy rulemaking process or any
additional


TED related requirements
Cheers
Mike


Alexis Gutierrez wrote


Seems like Sam needs a 101 on our TED regs Maybe this is something
Roy can do on his call on Friday too Cheers A


Helen Golde wrote


Hi Mike At the priorities of the week meeting today not long
after


the call about TED enforcement Sam asked why are we looking at
revising TED regs and possibly making them more confusing if we


dont even have good compliance on the regs we have


Some explanation of how you all see these two issues fitting
together
would be appreciated


Thanks Helen


Michael Barnette michaelbarnette noaagov


Fishery Biologist
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Re Revision to TED regs question from Sam Rauch


Protected Resources Division


National Marine Fisheries Service
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RE Can you tell me how many turtles were killed in Flordia in fishing gear from the oil spill please


Subject RE Can you tell me how many turtles were killed in Flordia in fishing gear from
the oil spill please
From McRae Gil GilMcRae@MyFWC com
Date Fri 28 Jan 2011 101907 0500


To bobfish@aolcom bobfish@aolcom Wiley Nick NickWiley@MyFWCcom
CC RoyCrabtree@noaagovRoyCrabtree@noaagov


Bob I do not have any data on turtles killed by fishing during the oil spill I do know that NOAA is
the lead on necropsies for sea turtles but I have not seen any of the data generated and I do not
know how many necropsies are complete and how many have definitive findings relative to cause of
death This is what I am trying to get a hold of and I will be sure to let you know when I do


From bobfish@aolcom mailtobobfish@aolcom
Sent Friday January 28 2011 950 AM
To McRae Gil Wiley Nick
Cc RoyCrabtree@noaagov
Subject Re Can you tell me how many turtles were killed in Flordia in fishing gear from
the oil spill please


Gil


According to the Associated Press and other articles fishing gear was the major
contribution to turtle deaths during the time the Deepwater Horizon was spewing oil
according to the way I read the articles Jane Lubchenco head of NOM I think even made
that statement and what I want to know is how many sea turtles were killed by fishing gear
during the time the oil was flowing from the well head here in Florida


I just find it hard to believe that with all the efforts of the fishing industry in Florida to avoid
interacting with sea turtles that we are tarred with a brush accusing fishing gear for killing
most of the turtles I do not believe it and my members do not believe it but we are still
condemned as the culprits All I am trying to find out is the truth If you have records
showing we killed 6 60 or 600 sea turtles with our fishing gear please provide me with the
data If there is other data referencing the number of turtles we kill with fishing gear please
let me have that also If you dont have any data then Im going to follow through wherever I
can to stop the bashing of commercial fishing just to satisfy someonesor some agencies
agenda


I get so angry being used for a punching bag by folks who love critters more than human
beings and who have over a long period of time come to look on our food providers
commercial fishermen as nothing but bad people But hey it is what it is and we fight for
our survival one day at a time


Bob


Original Message
From McRae Gil GilMcRae@MyFWCcom
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RE Can you tell me how many turtles were killed in Flordia in fishing gear from the oil spill please


To bobfish@aolcom bobfish@aolcom Wiley Nick NickWiley@MyFWCcom
Sent Fri Jan 28 2011 927 am
Subject RE Can you tell me how many turtles were killed in Flordia in fishing gear from
the oil spill please


Bob I apologize but I am not sure what you are asking your subject line indicates that
you are interested in numbers of sea turtles killed in Florida in fishing gear from the oil spill
These are two distinct potential sources of mortality I have not yet reviewed the report
referenced in the article but will soon I can tell you that the latest consolidated wildlife
report this was back in November available at
httpwwwrestoretheaulfgovsitesdefaultfilesdocuments


pdfConsolidated20Wildlife20Table20110210pdf


does list 609 turtles collected dead with 69 recovered in Florida Note that the location
where the turtle died is not necessarily the location where the carcass was recovered I do
not have detailed necropsy information on any of these animals relative to cause of death
but will try to get it


From bobfishcraolcommailtobobfishaaolcomi
Sent Friday January 28 2011 819 AM
To McRae Gil Wiley Nick
Subject Can you tell me how many turtles were killed in Flordia in fishing gear from the oil
spill please


http wwwwwltvcomnewsgulfoilspillMoreGu lfsea turtlesdieinwakeofspillthanin
past20years 114681709 html
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Turtle stranding response


Subject Turtle stranding response
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Fri 01 Apr 2011 071958 0600
To RoyCrabtree@noaagov David Bern hart DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
kimamendola@noaagov


Hi guys
Here is a quick summary of what was and is going on in regard to the
turtle stranding event in MS


yesterday all stranded turtles stored at IMMS approximately 23 I
believe were transported from Gulfport to Gainesville where Dr
Brian Stacy will conduct the necropsies


Only one turtle has been worked up thus far and it was showed to be


otherwise healthy HAB and other results have not come back yet


Pascagoula got in touch with USCG said they would conduct
overflights along LA AL for vessel activity in the coming days


I talked to Dale Diaz again last night and he said MS DMR would
also be putting up an aircraft for survey coverage They had a vessel
patrolling MS Sound before that nasty front came through Wednesday
night and yesterday One vessel was found fishing in the whole area
on Monday and it was using TEDs


MS DMR oyster survey guys are detecting a HAB of Psuedo something in
recent days in MS waters


Dale Stevens and possibly NOAA OLE will be going out on the GMT
boat late this weekend early next week as soon as weather allows


to survey Breton and Chandeleur Sound in LA


MS waters north of the ICW where skimmers could work are closed


to shrimping Boats were tied up Wednesday night in Biloxi


Still unclear at this point whats killing these turtles but fishing
seems more and more unlikely given lack of effort and where the
turtles are washing up


Michael C Barnette
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Is NOAA blaming turtle deaths in Miss on shrimpers again


Subject Is NOAA blaming turtle deaths in Miss on shrimpers again
From bobfish@aolcom
Date Mon 04 Apr 2011 142124 0400 EDT
To bobfish@aolcom


Rocky KistnersBlog


Sea Turtle Deaths Mount in the Gulf


Posted April 2 2011 in Curbing Pollution Health and the Environment Moving Beyond Oil
NRDC website http switchboardnrdcorgblogsrkistner
sea turtles continue to washhtml


Sea turtles continue to wash ashore along the Gulf forcing the National Marine Fisheries
Service NMFS to scramble and figure out what is causing the spike Last week the
Natural Resources Defense Council and the Huffington Post were first to publish blogs
about the sea turtle deaths in Mississippi


Since then the national media picked up the story Last Friday NMFS released a
statement with some details about its investigation


In the past few weeks weve seen an increase in turtle strandings in the northern Gulf
primarily in Mississippi The spring time is the typical time when turtle strandings in
this region begin to increase but the sharp increases in recent days are of concern to
usNOAA Fisheries is in contact with the states of MS and LA regarding current
trawl and other fishery activity that can result in turtle by catch and mortality In
addition tests will be done for biotoxins such as those from harmful algae blooms
which are common in the Gulf All causes of death including petroleum will be
investigated when possible based on decomposition During a necropsy the full GI
tract is examined for product or evidence of oil ingestion Additionally samples are
taken for PAH analysis In addition all turtles are being carefully examined for signs
of external oiling


Like the dolphin strandings this year its likely that many more turtles have died and will
never be found A recent study of dolphin deaths showed the true number of mortalities is


probably 50 times what is recovered As of Friday NOAH says recent deaths of sea
turtles all of which are included on the Endangered Species list include 6 in Alabama 10
in Louisiana and 47 in Mississippi


Make that at least 50 confirmed sea turtle deaths in Mississippi This weekend Pass
Christian resident Shirley Tillman found three more dead turtles Altogether she has
found nine this year Over her more than 30 years in the community she has never seen a
dead turtle before


On Saturday she took another walk on the beach this time with a PBS television
producer Within an hour they found one turtle badly decomposed and hidden in marsh
grass near Waveland Shirley says she only discovered it because of the smell On Sunday
she went back to check on the turtle which had been spray painted orange for pickup by
authorities Thatswhen she was told there was yet another dead turtle on the beach
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Is NOAA blaming turtle deaths in Miss on shrimpers again


nearby


Its crazy that I go out there nearly every day and find them It makes me mad that NOM is
now trying to blame the shrimp fishermen for killing them in their nets when the shrimp
season isnt even open yet and hardly any boats are out there


Shrimp fishermen feel the same way They are required to use turtle excluders devices that
allow turtles to escape drowning in shrimp nets Every year some turtles are killed by
fishing boats inadvertently but shrimpers say to blame them for the recent jump in turtle
deaths is hard to believe


Its about as ridiculous as anything else I heard during this whole oil spill said Louisiana
Shrimp Association President Clint Guidry This time of year shrimp fishermen are fixing
their boats and getting ready for the main season that begins in May I guess theyve run
out of excuses after saying everything is being killed by dead zones and algae so now they
need to blame us


Nearly two weeks ago a new oil spill from a shallow well off the Louisiana
coast leaked oil into the water that resulted in a huge slick that stretched
for miles and polluted parts of Grand Isle and other nearby marshes The
Coast Guard says it was due to oil leaking from a well being capped by
AngloSuisse an oil drilling firm based in Texas Initially the
company said it had leaked only 5 gallons of oil


But the oil slick was clearly much bigger According to a Skytruth an
analysis of the slick using satellite imagery shows the well may have
gushed as much as 640000 gallons of Louisiana crude into the sea Its
not clear what impact this oil spill has had on marine life


In Mississippi Shirley Tillman believes BP oil has something to do with the dead sea life
she constantly encounters by the shore And she wonders how this may affect vacationers
now flocking to the region Its bad enough for turtles and dolphins to be dying but should
people and their children be swimming in this water too


That is not the kind of message BP or local politicians want to hear Major PR campaigns
are underway to convince people the Gulf is normal and the seafood is safe Thats the
message they want to people to hear


But that message is at odds with the views of Gulf residents like Shirley Tillman She sees a
different reality every day she walks the beach
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Fwd Re Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request


Subject Fwd Re Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
Date Thu 07 Apr 2011 085426 0400
To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis


Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Jennifer Lee JenniferLee@noaagov Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov
Michael Mclemore MichaelMclemore@noaagov Cheryl Scannell
CherylScannell@noaagov Shepherd Grimes ShepherdGrimes@noaagov Barbara
Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov


Attached letter from Turtle Island Restoration Network to Eric Schwaab identifies itself as a


petition for emergency action on sea turtlesshrimp
DB


Original Message
SubjectRe Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request


DateWed 06 Apr 2011 150024 0700
FromDr Chris Pincetich chrisatirnnet


ToDavid Bernhart DavidBernhartaAnoaagov


CCSheryan Epperly SheryanEpperlyanoaagov Todd Steiner


tsteineratirnnet Teri Shore tshoreAtirnnet Carole Allen


CaroleAseaturtlesorq EricSchwaabanoaagov
ReferencesF39C6A7A5E544A7EBBC215A3C222CA15Atirn net


4D9B86782000905aAnoaagov


David


Our discussion yesterday was greatly appreciated Per our conversation the NMFS
skimmer trawl observer and bycatch information will be included into a report detailing
efforts by NMFS researchers testing new gear modification on skimmer trawls and you will
share with me the link or a copy of the report when it is released in three weeks You also
indicated that the section 7 ESA review of the Gulf of Mexico shrimp trawl fishery was in
process and awaiting data from a sawfish evaluation team Your best estimate was June
2011 as a completion date for the ESA section 7 review at which time a proposed rule
change may be announced


Also thank you for taking action to post a public update regarding the recent increase of
dead sea turtles on Gulf shores and for discussing this issue with me


Our letter to Eric Scwaab is attached at your request and I have CCed him on this email as
well


Best regards


Chris
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Fwd Re Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request


Attached Message


PartChristopherPincetich PhD
Campaigner Marine Biologist Sea Turtle Restoration Project
415 6638590 ext 102
PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA
Location 9255 Sir Francis Drake Blvd Olema CA 94950
Visit the STRP Action Center to help with all current campaigns
Join the Sea Turtle Restoration Project on Facebook Causes


On Apr 5 2011 at 215 PM David Bernhart wrote


Thanks for your time discussing turtle issues today
Would you be able toemail me an electronic copy of your letter to Eric Schwaab


DB


Dr Chris Pincetich wrote


Dear David Bernhart Sheryan EpperlyChester


I would appreciate an update on my request to receive sea turtle bycatch and
observer reports from skimmer trawl vessels in the Gulf of Mexico and SE
Atlantic I am seeking specifics on the number of observers areas observed tow
times observed any bycatch observed and any sea turtle interactions If this
data has been released and you can share with me information to obtain it I
would appreciate it


Best regards


Chris


Christopher Pincetich PhD
Campaigner Marine Biologist Sea Turtle Restoration Project
415 6638590 ext 102
PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA
Location 9255 Sir Francis Drake Blvd Olema CA 94950
Visit the STRP Action Center to help with all current campaigns
Join the Sea Turtle Restoration Project on Facebook Causes


INMFS DeadTurtlesTEDs040411pdfil


Attached Message Part
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Fwd Re Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request


Attached Message Part
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P0 Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 P 4156638590 F 4156639534
wwwSeaTurtlesorg wwwSpawnUSAorg wwwGotMercuryorg


April 4 2011


Mr Eric C Schwaab


Assistant Administrator for Fisheries


NOAA Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910


RE Petition for Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in Gulf of Mexico


Dear Mr Eric Schwaab


Please accept this letter as a formal petition by Turtle Island Restoration Network to National
Marine Fisheries Service to take emergency actions including those specified below to protect
sea turtles and halt the spike of sea turtle deaths in the Gulf of Mexico


Since March 15 at least 40 dead sea turtles have been found on Mississippi beaches 4 in
Alabama 3 in Louisiana and 26 on Texas beaches Most were critically endangered Kemps
ridleys The combination of the harm from last years BP oil spill remaining oil in the water and
on beaches remnant chemical dispersant degradation of habitat and prey species and ongoing
shrimp and other fishing pressure require that immediate measures be taken to protect
endangered and threatened sea turtles and ensure their survival and recovery


However nearly a year since the BP oil spill and the decline m nesting Kempsridleys and
loggerheads in 2010 no new sea turtle onthewater have been put m place by your agencies to
ensure their survival and recovery


STRP is calling on National Marine Fishenes Service and Gulf states to
1 Take emergency action to halt or restrict the Gulf shrimp season until the current sea turtle


standings are investigated findings made public and actions taken to remedy the problem
2 Issue an emergency regulation or interim rule to require Turtle Excluder Devices TEDs on


all skimmer trawls


3 Immediately increase enforcement of TEDs use on all shnmp trawls
4 Immediately increase observer coverage on all shrimp vessels


TIRN also seeks the immediate release of findings to date of the Endangered Species Act Section
7 Reinitiation of Consultation on Sea Turtle Conservation Regulations and Fishery Management
Plan for Shrimp Trawling in the Gulf of Mexico Our organization filed a 60Day Notice of







Petition for Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in GulfofMexico


Intent to sue on July 14 2010 to reinitiate consultation NMFS indicated that it had done so
However we have yet to see any response or actions as a result of this ESA action


TIRN has also repeatedly requested the release of skimmer trawl bycatch data and for NMFS to
immediately require the use of TEDs on these vessels In public and pnvate statements NMFS
has acknowledged that skimmer trawls were a potential threat to sea turtles due to bycatch Yet
no action has been taken


It is unacceptable that NMFS continues to delay any actions on protecting sea turtles from threats
to their survival and recovery in the Gulf of Mexico The shrimp season is opening the nesting
season is neanng and sea turtles are washing up dead You must take emergency action now


We look forward to a prompt response


Sincerely yours


Ten Shore Chnstopher Pincetich PhD
Program Director Campaigner Marine Biologist
Turtle Island Restoration Network Sea Turtle Restoration Project







Sea turtle strandings in the Northern Gulf


Subject Sea turtle strandings in the Northern Gulf
From David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov
Date Thu 07 Apr 2011 091906 0400
To Dale Diaz DaleDiaz@dmrmsgov chrisblankenship@dcnralabamagov
rpausina@Iwflouisianagov
CC Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov


Gentlemen thank you for your time discussing this issue with me yesterday I said I would
forward you a copy of our turtle necropsy report before it gets posted online Our HQ is
now giving the report additional review so I didnt send out the report if theresa potential
for some change I expect to have a final version soon I had expected it yesterday and
we will send that on as soon as we get it


Our NMFS protected resources website has a page on the sea turtle strandings including a
map of the stranding location which you may find useful


httpwwwnmfsnoaagovprspeciesturtlesqulfofmexicohtm


I believe that when the necropsy report is posted it will also be on this page


Also since we spoke we received an emergency petition from a turtle conservation group
attached


Thanks for all your assistance so far with looking into potential fishery involvement with
these strandings Any further information you can provide on shrimp fishing effort in this
area over the past few weeks would be invaluable


Please call me if you have any questions or concerns or would like to discuss further


David


David Bernhart


Assistant Regional Administrator
Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office
NOAA Fisheries Service


263 13th Ave S


St Petersburg FL 33701
727 551 5767


727 8245309 fax
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RATION N1


PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 P 4156638590 F 4156639534
wwwSeaTurtlesorg wwwSpawnUSAorg wwwGotMercuryorg


Apnl 4 2011


Mr Enc C Schwaab


Assistant Administrator for Fisheries


NOAA Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway
Silver Spnng MD 20910


RE Petition for Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in Gulfof Mexico


Dear Mr Eric Schwaab


Please accept this letter as a formal petition by Turtle Island Restoration Network to National
Marine Fisheries Service to take emergency actions including those specified below to protect
sea turtles and halt the spike of sea turtle deaths in the Gulf ofMexico


Since March 15 at least 40 dead sea turtles have been found on Mississippi beaches 4 in
Alabama 3 in Louisiana and 26 on Texas beaches Most were critically endangered Kemps
ridleys The combination of the harm from last years BP oil spill remaining oil in the water and
on beaches remnant chemical dispersant degradation of habitat and prey species and ongoing
shrimp and other fishing pressure require that immediate measures be taken to protect
endangered and threatened sea turtles and ensure their survival and recovery


However nearly a year since the BP oil spill and the decline in nesting Kempsridleys and
loggerheads in 2010 no new sea turtle onthewater have been put in place by your agencies to
ensure their survival and recovery


STRP is calling on National Marine Fishenes Service and Gulf states to
1 Take emergency action to halt or restrict the Gulf shrimp season until the current sea turtle


standings are investigated findings made public and actions taken to remedy the problem
2 Issue an emergency regulation or interim rule to require Turtle Excluder Devices TEDs on


all skimmer trawls


3 Immediately increase enforcement of TEDs use on all shrimp trawls
4 Immediately increase observer coverage on all shrimp vessels


TIRN also seeks the immediate release of findings to date of the Endangered Species Act Section
7 Reinitiation of Consultation on Sea Turtle Conservation Regulations and Fishery Management
Plan for Shrimp Trawling in the Gulf of Mexico Our organization filed a 60Day Notice of







Petition for Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in GulfofMexico


Intent to sue on July 14 2010 to reinitiate consultation NMFS indicated that it had done so
However we have yet to see any response or actions as a result of this ESA action


TIRN has also repeatedly requested the release of skimmer trawl bycatch data and for NMFS to
immediately require the use of TEDs on these vessels In public and private statements NMFS
has acknowledged that skimmer trawls were a potential threat to sea turtles due to bycatch Yet
no action has been taken


It is unacceptable that NMFS continues to delay any actions on protecting sea turtles from threats
to their survival and recovery in the Gulf of Mexico The shrimp season is opening the nesting
season is nearing and sea turtles are washing up dead You must take emergency action now


We look forward to a prompt response


Sincerely yours


Teri Shore Chnstopher Pincetich PhD
Program Director Campaigner Marine Biologist
Turtle Island Restoration Network Sea Turtle Restoration Project







Re Fwd Re Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request


Subject Re Fwd Re Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request
From BarbaraSchroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
Date Thu 07 Apr 2011 093648 0400
To David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis Klemm
DennisKlemm@noaagov Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Jennifer Lee
JenniferLee@noaagov Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov Michael


Mclemore MichaelMclemore@noaagov Cheryl Scannell CherylScannell@noaagov
Shepherd Grimes ShepherdGrimes@noaagov Jeremy Rusin
Jeremy Rusin@noaagov


News to me


Barbara Schroeder


NOAA National Sea Turtle Coordinator


On472011 854 AM David Bernhart wrote


Attached letter from Turtle Island Restoration Network to Eric Schwaab identifies itself
as a petition for emergency action on sea turtlesshrimp
DB


Original Message
SubjectRe Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request


DateWed 06 Apr 2011 150024 0700
FromDr Chris Pincetich chrisAtirnnet
ToDavid BernhartDavidBernhartAnoaagov


CCSheryan Epperly SheryanEpperIvAnoaagovTodd Steiner
tsteinerAtirnnet Teri Shore tshoreAtirnnet Carole Allen
CaroleAseaturtlesorq EricSchwaabcAnoaagov


ReferencesF39C6A7A5E544A7EBBC215A3C222CA15Atirnnet
4D9B86782000905Anoaa qov


David


Our discussion yesterday was greatly appreciated Per our conversation the NMFS
skimmer trawl observer and bycatch information will be included into a report detailing
efforts by NMFS researchers testing new gear modification on skimmer trawls and you
will share with me the link or a copy of the report when it is released in three weeks
You also indicated that the section 7 ESA review of the Gulf of Mexico shrimp trawl
fishery was in process and awaiting data from a sawfish evaluation team Your best
estimate was June 2011 as a completion date for the ESA section 7 review at which
time a proposed rule change may be announced


Also thank you for taking action to post a public update regarding the recent increase
of dead sea turtles on Gulf shores and for discussing this issue with me
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Re Fwd Re Skimmer trawl sea turtle bycatch data request


Our letter to Eric Scwaab is attached at your request and I have CCed him on this
email as well


Best regards


Chris
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Sunumary ofDolphinTurtle Press call


Subject Summary of DolphinTurtle Press call
From Connie Barclay ConnieBarclay@noaagov
Date Thu 07 Apr 2011 144421 0400
To Eric Schwaab EricSchwaab@noaagov John Oliver JohnOliver@noaagov
Samuel Rauch SamuelRauch@noaagov Carrie Selberg carrieselberg@noaagov
Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov John Oliver JohnOliver@noaagov
Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Heather Sagar HeatherSagar@NoaaGov
Karrie Carnes KarrieCarnes@noaagov kim amendola kimamendola@noaagov Teri


Rowles TeriRowles@noaagov Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
Blair Mase BlairMase@noaagov Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov Jim tecky
JimLecky@noaagov


More than 26 reporters participated in our press call today about the
recent spikes in turtle and dolphin deaths in the Gulf of Mexico
including national media such as the Washington Post the Los Angeles
Times Huffington Post and the Associated Press Questions
ranged from direct questions about numbers to questions related to
possible causes Overall we thought the call went well The reporters
were mostly complimentary thanking us for having the call One
reporter


went out of her way to thank NOAA for the work we are
doing with dolphins and turtles


Expert Dr Teri Rowles Marine mammal scientist Blair Mase and Turtle
expert Barbara Schroeder did an excellent job


Please dont hesitate to call us if you have questions


Connie Barclay
Kim Amendola


Karrie Carnes


Connie Barclay
Director NOAA Fisheries Communications Public Affairs
NOAA Communications External Affairs


3017132370 work2024412398 cell
Join us on Facebook wwwfacebookcomnoaalubchenco or


http wwwfacebookcomusnoaagov
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Fwd FW Shrimp effort observation411


Subject Fwd FW Shrimp effort observation 411
From David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov
Date Wed 13 Apr 2011 100806 0400
To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Michael


Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov John
Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov


Original Message
SubjectFW Shrimp effort observation 411


DateTue 12 Apr 2011 181117 0500
FromBlankenship Chris ChrisBlankenshipdcnralabamagov


ToDavidBernhartanoaagovDavidBernhart@noaagov
CCMareska John JohnMareskaadcnralabamagovAnson Kevin
KevinAnsonadcnralabamagov Denson Chris
ChrisDensonAdcnralabamagov Bannon Scott
ScottBannonAdcnralabamagov


David


We had several patrols over the weekend and no shrimp vessels were working in the Gulf
of Mexico south of the Alabama coast There were two shrimp boats in Mobile Bay and
none in Mississippi Sound


We had an Overflight yesterday There were no boats in the Gulf observed from the flight
and there was one shrimp boat working in lower Mobile Bay and one boat leaving Bayou La
Batre headed out Bayou La Batre is near the Mississippi line in western Alabama


Major Chris Blankenship
Chief Enforcement Officer and Acting Director
Alabama Marine Resources


office 251 861 2882


cell 251 7095889


radio 2902


chrisblankenshipadcnralabamagov


From Anson Kevin
Sent Tuesday April 12 2011 949 AM
To Blankenship Chris
Subject Shrimp effort observation 411


Very little shrimp effort observed on yesterdaysoverflight
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Fwd FW Shrimp effort observation411


Kevin Anson


From Radzik Karon
Sent Tuesday April 12 2011 936 AM
To Anson Kevin
Subject Pete overflight


Pete had an overflight Monday 411 He did not take any photos because the oyster relay
did not take place that day He also reported no shrimp boats in the Gulf 1 shrimp boat
working in M4 and 1 shrimp boat leaving Bayou LaBatre heading south


Karon Radzik Aplin Biologist II
Alabama Marine Resources DCNR
PO Drawer 458


Gulf Shores AL 36547
Phone 2519687576
Fax 251 9687307
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Re Fwd FW Shrimp effort observation411


Subject Re Fwd FW Shrimp effort observation 411
From BarbaraSchroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
Date Wed 13 Apr 2011 134938 0400
To David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Michael
Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov John
Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Did this effort include night overflights or are we certain that the effort observed during the
day is indicative of night effort What is the normal fishing operation night v day for
whatever species they are targeting now


Barbara Schroeder


NOAA National Sea Turtle Coordinator


On4132011 1008 AM David Bernhart wrote


Original Message
SubjectFW Shrimp effort observation 411


DateTue 12 Apr 2011 181117 0500
FromBlankenship Chris ChrisBlankenshipadcnralabamagov


ToDavidBernhartAnoaagovDavidBernhartaAnoaagov
CCMareska John JohnMareskacrdcnralabamagovAnson Kevin
KevinAnsonAdcnralabamagovDenson Chris
ChrisDensonaAdcnralabamagovBannon Scott
ScottBannonadcnralabamagov


David


We had several patrols over the weekend and no shrimp vessels were working in the
Gulf of Mexico south of the Alabama coast There were two shrimp boats in Mobile Bay
and none in Mississippi Sound


We had an Overflight yesterday There were no boats in the Gulf observed from the
flight and there was one shrimp boat working in lower Mobile Bay and one boat leaving
Bayou La Batre headed out Bayou La Batre is near the Mississippi line in western
Alabama


Major Chris Blankenship
Chief Enforcement Officer and Acting Director
Alabama Marine Resources


office 251 861 2882


cell 251 7095889


radio 2902


chrisblankenship Vdcnralabamagov
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Re Fwd FW Shrimp effort observation411


From Anson Kevin
Sent Tuesday April 12 2011 949 AM
To Blankenship Chris
Subject Shrimp effort observation 411


Very little shrimp effort observed on yesterdaysoverflight


Kevin Anson


From Radzik Karon
Sent Tuesday April 12 2011 936 AM
To Anson Kevin
Subject Pete overflight


Pete had an overflight Monday411 He did not take any photos because the oyster
relay did not take place that day Healso reported no shrimp boats in the Gulf 1
shrimp boat working in M4 and 1 shrimp boat leaving Bayou LaBatre heading south


Karon Radzik Aplin Biologist II
Alabama Marine Resources DCNR
PO Drawer 458


Gulf Shores AL 36547
Phone 2519687576


Fax 251 9687307
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FW Update on Northern gulf sea turtle strandings


Subject FW Update on Northern gulf sea turtle strandings
From TracyDunn TracyDunn@noaagov
Date Thu 14 Apr 2011 095508 0400
To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov JohnMitchell@noaagov


FYI


Original Message
From Mayne Jeff mailtojmayne@wlflagov
Sent Wednesday April 13 2011 707 PM


To Tracy Dunn
Cc Barham Robert Pausina Randy Vidrine Winton
Subject RE Update on Northern gulf sea turtle strandings


We have made several patrols just about every day the weather has
allowed


it has been rough lately in the Sound of all the boats we have
inspected we
have not documented any ESA violations and the agents reported the
TEDs


being in used and no observed federal violations We have additional


JEA


patrols scheduled in the area Most of the boats encountered are big
freezer boats but very few in number


Lt Col Jeff Mayne
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Law Enforcement Division


PO Box 98000


Baton Rouge Louisiana 70898 9000
225 765 2987 Fax 225 7633548


CONFIDENTIALITY MESSAGE NOTE This e mail constitutes


communications which


may involve investigative information and records of a law enforcement
agency personal information andor deliberative process
information and


is therefore PRIVILEGED and CONFIDENTIAL No dissemination of this


message


by you is authorized absent express written or email consent of the
sender


This information is intended only for the use of the specific
individual


or entity named above If you or your employer is not the intended
recipient of this email or an employee or agent responsible for
delivering
it to the intended recipient you are hereby notified that any
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FW Update on Northern gulf sea turtle strandings


unauthorized


dissemination or copying of this email is strictly prohibited If


you have
received this transmission in error please immediately delete the
message


Thank You
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Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Subject Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
Date Thu 21 Apr 2011 144817 0400
To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov


Original Message
SubjectRe Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateThu 21 Apr 2011 093921 0400
FromHeather Blough HeatherBloughanoaagov
ToMichael Barnette MichaelBarnetteanoaagov
CCRobert Hoffman RobertHoffmananoaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhartanoaagov Heather Blough heatherbloughAnoaagov
References 4DAF356E9090101Anoaagov4DAF377F8090307anoaagov


Linda is scheduling a quick meeting with Roy tomorrow AM to discuss His initial thoughts
re content he provided over the phone were


information indicates there has beenis a low level of shrimp fishing
we increased enforcement and in doing so found some issuesirregularities
weve issued some tickets


we will continue to investigate the issue
what weve found to date does not support emergency action
we will continue monitoring the situation when the season opens next week and will
respond accordingly


He also thinks we should give them whatever data theyre requesting on skimmer trawl
bycatch


He does not need this done by EOW since we have until May 3 next week is fine


Thanks


Michael Barnette wrote


Yes I got it a couple hours ago I have been out of the office the past 2 weeks I will
work on a response and have it under review early next week I can get it done by
EOW if I can skip the EEO training tomorrow
We also have control SER11 039 about the same issue and can likely use the same
response for both


Should we discuss the option of drafting an emergency rule to shut down the shrimp
fishery given a predetermined threshold of turtle strandings is breached With fewer
vessels tied up by BP and if we have the same abundance of turtles in nearshore
waters we could be facing a significant stranding event once shrimp season gets
rolling
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Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Heather Blough wrote


Original Message
Subject Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 162758 0400
From Helen GoldeHelenGoldeanoaagov
To David BernhartDavidBernhartAnoaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBloughanoaagovLaurenBLugo
LaurenBLugoAnoaagov Jeremy Rusinanoaagov


David I need your assistance to get this control responded to by May 3 We just
cant get extensions of the length that Dennis requests Furthermore TIRN has
called both Jim and me repeatedly and cornered Barbara at the Sea Turtle
Symposium about when they will get a response to their petition I know this isnt
simple and Im sure that PR2 staff can assist but if Dennis cant do this we
need assistance from someone else in SERO


Thanks Helen


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 151037 0400
From Becky Rootes BeckyRootesannoaagov
To Helen GoldeHelenGoldeAnoaagov


CC Abbie MimikoAbbieMimikoAnoaagovFrances Pflieger
FrancesPfliegerAnoaagov Lindsay Fullenkamp
LindsayFu1lenkampanoaagovBecky Rootes BeckyRootesanoaagov


Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm7noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroederAnoaagovAlexis GutierrezAlexisGutierrezanoaagov


Helen


Please help manage this controlled correspondence so that Eric can have a
response for his signature within the next 2 weeks nit May 3
This control was assigned to PR almost 2 weeks ago
Let me know if we need to discuss


Thanks
Becky


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 143550 0400
From Frances Pflieger FrancesPfliegerAnoaagov
To Becky RootesBeckyRootesAnoaagov


Hi Becky Please see below The incoming was controlled here in NMFS so we


2 of 5







Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014111


have some flexibility but this would delay the response at least a month due to
staffing issues and communication problems in PR Please advise Thanks


Fran


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 14194904
From Abbie MimikoAbbieMimikoAnoaagov
To Frances Pflieger FrancesPfliegeranoaagov


Fran Please see below May we have an extension on this control


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 1319280400
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemmanoaagov
To Abbie MimikoAbbieMimikoAnoaagov


Hello


I was just sent the below email and was notified that it is a controlled
correspondence Apparently today is already the response due date Trawl
fisheries of the area are currently being investigated there are efforts by NMFS
SEFSC and SER law enforcement and the states and additional information
will be necessary prior to being able to take such actions if warranted
requested by Turtle Island Additionally with workload and travel issues I will be
on travel for two weeks starting next week and was on travel all of last week we
will need substantial additional time on the order of a few weeks to draft the
response If possible I would see if I could have the letter assigned to someone
else in my office to draft it since I will be out for those two weeks but given
everyonesworkload issues that is not likely Would we be able to get an
extension preferably to the 19th of May about a month but no earlier than the
13th


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemmc noaagov
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Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


727 8245312


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 1300270400
From David BernhartDavidBernhartanoaagov
To Dennis Klemm DennisKlemmanoaagov


Original Message
Subject Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 125916 0400
From Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroederAnoaagov
To David BernhartDavidBernhartAnoaagov Bob Hoffman


RobertHoffmanaanoaagov
CC Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusinAnoaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrezAnoaagov


Hi Guys
See below do you want to draft this
Barbara


Original Message
Subject ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 120647 0400
From Abbie MimikoAbbieMimikoanoaagov
To Barbara SchroederBarbaraSchroederanoaagov Jeremy Rusin
JeremyRusin a noaagov Alexis GutierrezAlexisGutierrezanoaagov
DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAlianoaagov


A please see attached control regarding sea turtle deaths in the gulf of Mexico
A response from AA Schwaab is due on April 18 2010 Thanks


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 7132332 Ext 135


Fax 301 7134060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


4 of 5







Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimikoAnoaagov


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 7132332 Ext 135


Fax 301 7134060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimikocrnoaagov


Fran Pflieger
WriterEditor


NOAAsNational Marine Fisheries Service


SSMC3 Room 14322
301 7131364 x179


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources
NOAA Fisheries Service


301 7132332 x 108


Heather Blough heatherblough


Special Assistant to the Regional Administrator


NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region
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TED compliance issues


Subject TED compliance issues
From Michael Barnette Michael Barnette@noaagov
Date Wed 15 Dec 2010 155139 0500


To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Tracy Dunn
TracyDunn@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Duane Smith


DuaneSmith@noaagov


The following meeting has been added to your Agenda


Proposed by Michael Barnette
Access level Normal


Importance level Normal


Title TED compliance issues
Monday December 20 2010
Time 1100 am to 1200 pm EST5EDT
Location Roys office


Powered by Oracle Collaboration Suite
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FYI OpEd piece


Subject FYI OpEd piece
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Mon 20 Dec 2010 142042 0500


To kim amendola kirnamendola@noaagov Karrie Carnes KarrieCarnes@noaagov
CC Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov


FYI


The OpEd piece was resurrected by Justin Kenney and Dr Lubchenco
apparently provided edits as well
Attached
Its better than earlier versions
Cheers
Mike


Michael Barnette rrlichaelbarnette noaagov


Fishery Biologist
Protected Resources Division


National Marine Fisheries Service


Sea Turtle Oped 12 3 10 JLredlinedocxj
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DRAFT Dec 3 2010


Oil Spill Clarifies Road Map for Sea Turtle Recovery


Sea turtles have roamed the oceans for millionsofyeafsmillenia However in the course of just
a few hundred yearsdecades hunting fishing coastal development fishing and pollution have
driven their populations to dangerously low levels Some such as Kemps ridley sea turtles
were beginning to make a comeback thanks to efforts in Mexico and the US to protect their
nesting beaches and reduce accidental entrapment in shrimp nets


And then along came the Deepwater HorizonBP oil spill


Marine biologists feared the spill would be catastrophic for sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico And
for good reasons Five of the worlds seven species of sea turtles live in the Gulf and the spill
coincided with nesting season for two of those species the loggerhead and Kemps ridley sea
turtles For the Kemps ridley the Gulf is the only known nesting ground


For many living in the Gulf and around the country these charismatic animals became the
public face of the impact of the oil spill on wildlife An extraordinary effort was needed to save as
many sea turtles as possible


It will take many years if not decades to fully understand the long term impact of the spill on sea
turtles And there is no question many died especially younger sea turtles But thanks to an
aggressive effort to capture and rehabilitate oiled sea turtles and the final capping of the well
the situation in the Gulf is improvingthere is now hope for these magnificent creatures


NOAA the Gulf states and many nonprofit partners teamed up to rescue more than 400 sea


turtles from oiled waters and take them to aquariums aquaria and other facilities for deoiling
and rehabilitation Charter fishermen from the Gulf coast assisted biologists and veterinarians in
capturing turtles by locating Sargassum algae habitat where turtles might be found in oil


NOAA and the Gulf states also helped the US Fish and Wildlife Service and other partners to
move more than 25000 sea turtle eggs from the northern Gulf shoreline to the Atlantic coast of


Florida to prevent hatchlings from entering oiled waters NOAA state wildlife agencies and
other partners also collected dead stranded sea turtles to determine when possible their cause
of death


In August more than a month after the well was finally capped we1 had the pleasure of helping
released the first rehabilitated sea turtles into Gulf waters whereithahealthy habitat was healthy
Of the more than 400 sea turtles brought into rehabilitation more than 96 percent have
survived Over 300 of these turtles have now been released back into healthy surface habitat in
waters off Louisiana Mississippi and Florida Some turtles with more severe injuries require
longer rehabilitation We expect that all the turtles will be returned to the wild


While nearly all the rescued sea turtles were visibly oiled to our surprise most of the dead
stranded sea turtles had no observable oil on their bodies and were in good health prior to their
death Necropsies autopsies on animals on more than half of 600 carcasses point to the
possibility that a majority may have drowned in fishing gear The primary evidence is thatp


nNatural causes







of death were alseruled out and that shrimp and fish not a natural part of turtle diets were


found in their digestive tracts When NOAA became aware that a large number of stranded
turtles may have drowned as a result of interactions with fishing operations the agency we
alerted state marine resource officials In response the Mississippi Department
of Marine Resourceste issued a rule in June to further restrict the time shrimp skimmer trawls
could be towed to help prevent sea turtles from being caught and drowning The high level of
turtle strandings also prompted NOAA to consider a rule to require turtle excluder devices
TEDs These devices consist of a grid built into the trawl and an escape openinghatch that
keeps turtles fromallows turtles to swim away without being caught in the trawl TEDs which
were invented by Gulf fishermen are required in most shrimp fisheries and have proven
effective in reducing sea turtle drownings when properly installed and maintained However
shrimp skimmer trawls are allowed to operate without TEDs and are regulated with tow time
limits Neither TED requirements nor tow time limits are adequately enforced in all Gulf waters


The heightened scrutiny of the Gulf of Mexico during the oil spill brought to light the need for
stronger cooperation between NOAA the Gulf states and the fishing industry to address the
significant ongoing problem of sea turtles drowning in fishing operations


As NOAA and the states continue to assess the natural resources damaged by the spill we are
gaining a much clearer map of the important pathways to recovery for sea turtles The fishing
community has played a prominent role in the past in developing gear and techniques to
prevent sea turtles from being unintentionally caught These animals which are already
endangered require our strong collective efforts for their long term recovery The recovery of
sea turtle populations is essential to the Gulfs overall restoration







RE Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues


Subject RE Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
From Hal Robbins HalRobbins@noaagov
Date Tue 21 Dec 2010 155607 0500
To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


Heather


I will make myself available Tuesday Thursday of that week


Hal


Original Message
From Heather Blough mailtoHeatherBlough@noaaqov
Sent Tuesday December 21 2010 333 PM
To Carrie Selberg
Cc Michael Barnette Bob Hoffman David Bernhart Tracy Dunn Hal Robbins
Lauren B Lugo Linda Atwell Roy Crabtree Heather Blough
Subject Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues


Hi Carrie Heather


We would like to brief leadership on some enforcement issues in the SER
Roy mentioned this to Sam on a call yesterday The main topic of discussion
is TED monitoringcompliance but we also would like to discuss Caribbean
issues and the implications of both on ESA consultations opinions Since


this involves budget resource issues we hope to include JO Alan Sam Eric
and Jim Lecky from your end On our end we will have PRD OLE and


possibly GCEL Roy would like to schedule this call prior to the January
Leadership Council meeting if possible


Dates times that work for us include


Monday 13 After 10 AM


Tuesday 14 830930 AM 1030AM400 PM Wednesday 15 830930 AM


after 1030 AM Thursday 16 All day


For scheduling purposes our key players include
Roy Crabtree
Mike Barnette


David Bernhart Bob Hoffman
Hal Robbins


Tracy Dunn


Linda will help with the Oracle scheduling on our end once we can narrow
down a date time


Thanks very much


Heather


loft







RE Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues


Subject RE Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
From Hal Robbins HalRobbins@noaagov
Date Tue 21 Dec 2010 163009 0500


To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


I can make that work as well


Hal


Original Message
From Heather Blough mailtoHeatherBlough@noaagov
Sent Tuesday December 21 2010 427PM
To Hal Robbins


Subject Re Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues


wait does this mean you are not available on Monday please let me know
because I offered Monday after 10 as an alternative thanks HB


Hal Robbins wrote


Heather


I will make myself available Tuesday Thursday of that week


Hal


Original Message
From Heather Blough mailtoHeatherBlough@noaagov
Sent Tuesday December 21 2010 333 PM
To Carrie Selberg
Cc Michael Barnette Bob Hoffman David Bernhart Tracy Dunn Hal
Robbins Lauren B Lugo Linda Atwell Roy Crabtree Heather Blough
Subject Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues


Hi Carrie Heather


We would like to brief leadership on some enforcement issues in the SER
Roy mentioned this to Sam on a call yesterday The main topic of
discussion is TED monitoring compliance but we also would like to
discuss Caribbean issues and the implications of both on ESA
consultations opinions Since this involves budget resource issues
we hope to include JO Alan Sam Eric and Jim Lecky from your end
On our end we will have PRD OLE and possibly GCEL Roy would like
to schedule this call prior to the January Leadership Council meeting if


possible


Dates times that work for us include


Monday 13 After 10 AM


Tuesday 14 830930 AM 1030AM400 PM Wednesday 15
830930 AM after 1030 AM Thursday 16 All day


For scheduling purposes our key players include
Roy Crabtree
Mike Barnette


David Bernhart Bob Hoffman
Hal Robbins


Tracy Dunn


Linda will help with the Oracle scheduling on our end once we can
narrow down a date time


loft







RE Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues


Thanks very much


Heather
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Re Request Briefingon Law Enforcement Issues


Subject Re Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues
From Carrie Selberg carrieselberg@noaagov
Date Mon 03 Jan 2011 105714 0500


To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Angela Proctor
AngelaProctor@noaagov Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov Rebecca


Chiampi RebeccaChiampi@noaagov Alan RisenhooverAlanRisenhoover@noaagov
Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov


Heather Angela is out today and unfortunately Im not going to have
the time to organize this today and Im not sure if shes been working
on it


Angela First thing tomorrow can you please find a time that works
for John Oliver Sam and Alan Risenhoover Please ask Helen Golde to


join because Jim Lecky is on the West Coast for meetings


Gloria can you please let us know if Eric would like to participate


Helen Rebecca and Alan heads up


If this already got scheduled and Im just missing it please let me know


Thanks
Carrie


Heather Blough wrote


Good morning and happy 2011 Just checking in on the status of this
request Any chance we can get this group together this week


Heather Blough wrote


Hi Carrie Heather


We would like to brief leadership on some enforcement issues in the
SER Roy mentioned this to Sam on a call yesterday The main topic
of discussion is TED monitoringcompliance but we also would like to
discuss Caribbean issues and the implications of both on ESA
consultations opinions Since this involves budget resource issues
we hope to include JO Alan Sam Eric and Jim Lecky from your end
On our end we will have PRD OLE and possibly GCEL Roy would
like to schedule this call prior to the January Leadership Council
meeting if possible


Dates times that work for us include


Monday 13 After 10 AM


Tuesday 14 830930 AM 1030AM400 PM
Wednesday 15 830930 AM after 1030 AM


Thursday 16 All day


For scheduling purposes our key players include
Roy Crabtree
Mike Barnette


David Bernhart Bob Hoffman
Hal Robbins


Tracy Dunn


Linda will help with the Oracle scheduling on our end once we can
narrow down a date time


Thanks very much


loft







Re Request Briefing on Law Enforcement Issues


I I Heather 11
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SER Enforcement Discussion


Subject SER Enforcement Discussion
From Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov
Date Wed 05 Jan 2011 094631 0500
To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


Morning Heather is there any background for todayscall


Gloria ThompsongloriathompsonAnoaagov
Special Assistant to the Asst Administrator for Fisheries
NOAA Fisheries Service
301 7132239
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Re SER Enforcement Discussion


Subject Re SER Enforcement Discussion
From Gloria Thompson GloriaThompson@noaagov
Date Wed 05 Jan 2011 112041 0500


To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


ok thanks I also confirmed that Hal RobinsTracy Dunn will join the call today Alan is
sick


Heather Blough wrote


Hi No background but can provide any desired followup after the call Thanks HB


Gloria Thompson wrote


IMorning Heather is there any background for todayscall


Gloria Thompsongloriathompson
Special Assistant to the Asst Administrator for Fisheries


NOAA Fisheries Service


3017132239
l
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Re Fwd Turtle Strandings in Mississippi


Subject Re Fwd Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
From Kim Amendola kimamendola@noaagov
Date Mon 28 Mar 2011 164351 0400


To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov Karrie Carnes KarrieCarnes@noaagov David Bern hart


DavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Dennis


Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Phil Steele PhilSteele@noaagov Steve


Branstetter SteveBranstetter@noaagov


Just an FYI there will be media attention on this An NRDC employee
Rocky Kistner is writing an article for the Huffington Post on this
issue Hed called me about 30 minutes before Mikes email asking for
information on these strandings Connie Barclay is handling this call
with Barb Schroeder in HQ


Kim


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Roy


As an FYI it seems we are looking at another pulse of turtle
strandings in the Mississippi Sound area see below for detailed
information Considering we had 10 strandings yesterday there is
understandable concern this pulse may continue over the next few
days Given the recent stories about dolphin mortalities and DWH and
that David and Bob are currently out of the office I wanted to bring
this to your attention ASAP if you were not aware of it already as the
press may pick up on it soon


I contacted Pascagoula and it appears there is very low fishery
activity off Mississippi inside waters have been closed for a while
and offshore activity appears low too a vessel under SEFSC contract
had to head down to the MS River to find any shrimp to conduct TED
tests There have been no bunker boats working off MS so far this
year Still gathering more information


I have called Dale Diaz at MS DMR to inform him of the situation and
see what he may be hearing on his end however I got his voice mail
Will follow up ASAP


I will keep you informed of any updates or developments


Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Turtle Strandings in Mississippi
Date Mon 28 Mar 2011 141207 0400
From Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov
To Bob Hoffman BobHoffman@noaagov Jennifer Lee


JenniferLee@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart @noaagov
Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov
CC sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov Barbara Schroeder
BarbaraSchroeder @noaagov Eric Hawk EricHawk@noaagov Michael
Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Dennis Klemm


DennisKlemm@noaagov Lisa Belskis LisaBelskis@noaagov
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Re Fwd Turtle Strandings in Mississippi


Since March 15 there have been 36 turtle strandings documented in
Mississippi Sound Of the 26 strandings I have received reports for


25 Kemps ridleys 1 green turtle
all were moderately to severely decomposed
1 was found in Biloxi 4 in Gulfport 5 in Long Beach 7 in Pass


Christian 2 in Bay St Louis 6 in Waveland 1 on Cat Island
most were in the 30 50 cm curved length range largest was a 535 cm


curved carapace length Kemps
2 were partial carcasses and 2 had possible propeller wounds one


was noted as having many small barnacles which could indicate a
chronically ill animal remainder had only damage that could likely be
attributed to decomposition


2 were found on 315 4 on 319 1 on 321 3 on 322 7 on 323 5
on 324 1 on 325 3 on 326 and 10 on 327


1 of the Kemps ridleys was a turtle IMMS released with a satellite
tag after the DWH spill turtle named Squirt on the Seaturtleorg
IMMS tagging page


What fisheries are currently operating in MS sound Skimmer trawls


Menhaden purse seines Can enforcement get out to check the area
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Re Fwd RE GAO Request for Meeting at the SER


Subject Re Fwd RE GAO Request for Meeting at the SER
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
Date Tue 05 Apr 2011 133546 0400
To Heather Slough Heather Blough @noaagov


Hi Heather


Is Roy going to be available to make that GAO meeting tomorrow or is he going to be out of town If he is
around we will be meeting in the Leatherback Conference Room @230


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Heather Blough wrote


Good morning Dennis Thanks very much for the heads up We will notify HQ Please let us know
where you will be meeting because Roy is interested in participating Thanks HB


Dennis Klemm wrote


Heather


The GAO is doing research on how sea turtle conservation works within the federal govt The
objectives of their research are as follows


1 to what extent the Services coordinate their reviews of incidental take permits and consider cumulative impacts on sea
turtles


2 to what extent the Services have complete and reliable data on sea turtle takes as well as coordinate to monitor
compliance with incidental take permits and conservation plans


3 what types of enforcement activities have the Services taken when the number of sea turtle takes exceeded what was
authorized and to what extent to do they coordinate enforcement efforts


There was an entrance conference via phone with many of the NMFS and USFWS sea turtle
program people on Feb 28th They are now asking to have a face toface meeting with David
Bob Jenny and me here on April 6th which we have agreed to Is there any particular process
notifications etc that need to be done related to this meeting given that its an official request
from GAO


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Original Message
SubjectRE GAO Request for Meeting at the SER


DateWed 23 Mar 2011 092442 0400


FromBeveridge Jennifer L BeveridgeJgaogov
ToDavid BemhartDavidBernhartAnoaagov
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Re Fwd RE GAO Request for Meeting at the SER


CCDennis Klemm DennisKlemmanoaagov Robert Hoffmananoaagovu
RobertHoffmanAnoaagovwienniferleeanoaagovJenniferLeeAnoaagov


References8D1515741638DE44AC6BAD336296A1700F4BD6FE32at7WASEVSCLUO1 prodgao ov
4D88CCDB3090607anoaagov


8D1515741638DE44AC6BAD336296A1700F4BD6FE5D AWASEVSCLUO1 prod gao lop
4D890AC43060609anoaa qov


Great Thanks very much we really appreciate it Since we will be driving from Tallahassee that morning we are
hoping everyone will be available at3OOpm Let me know if that doesntwork for you all I assume that we
should meet you at the Southeast Regional Office 263 13th Ave South correct Of course please feel free to
invite any other colleagues you see fit for the meeting There will be three of us Ms Lisa Vojta the analyst in
charge Ms Griffin Glatt and myself If you need to reach us that week please feel free to call my cell phone
202294 4141


thanks again and we look forward to meeting you all
Jenna


From David BemhartmailtoDavidBemhart@noaagov
Sent Tuesday March 22 2011447 PM
To Beveridge Jennifer L
Cc Dennis Klemm RobertHoffman@noaagov ienniferlee@noaagov
Subject Re GAO Request for Meeting at the SER


Yes I can be available


David Bemhart


Assistant Regional Administrator
Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office
NOAA Fisheries Service


Beveridge Jennifer L wrote
Dear Mr Berhnart Mr Hoffman Ms Lee and Mr Klemm


Weve had a bit of a change in our schedule and will be in St Petersburg on Wednesday April 6th in the
afternoon driving from Tallahassee Would you all be free by chance


with thanks and apologies for the change
Jenna


From Dennis Klemm mailtoDennisKlemmCalnoaagov
Sent Tuesday March 22 2011 1223 PM
To Beveridge Jennifer L
Cc DavidBernhart@noaagovRobertHoffman@noaagov1enniferIee@noaagov
Subject Re GAO Request for Meeting at the SER


I will be available on that datetime


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312
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Re Fwd RE GAO Request for Meeting at the SER


Beveridge Jennifer L wrote
Dear Mr Berhnart Mr Hoffman Ms Lee and Mr Klemm


I work with the US Government Accountability Office with the team conducting research on sea turtles I believe that one
or two of you may have spoken with colleagues of mine this past month My team will be traveling to Florida and plan to
be in St Petersburg on Tuesday April 5th most likely in the afternoon Would you and your colleagues be available for a
meeting


As refresher our research objectives are to determine


1 to what extent the Services coordinate their reviews of incidental take permits and consider cumulative impacts on sea
turtles


2 to what extent the Services have complete and reliable data on sea turtle takes as well as coordinate to monitor
compliance with incidental take permits and conservation plans


3 what types of enforcement activities have the Services taken when the number of sea turtle takes exceeded what was
authorized and to what extent to do they coordinate enforcement efforts


With thanks and we look forward to hearing from youl
Jenna Beveridge


Jenna Beveridge Analyst
US Government Accountability Office
2025124504


beveridgeiiagaogov


Dennis Klemm DennisKlemmCanoaagov


Fishery Biologist
Protected Resources Division


National Marine Fisheries Service
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Fwd Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Contr


Subject Fwd Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
From Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov
Date Wed 20 Apr 2011 063452 0400
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov Heather Blough
Heather Blough@noaagov


Can you draft a response to this


Original Message
SubjectFwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 174216 0400
FromHeather Blough HeatherBloughanoaagov
ToDavid Bernhart DavidBernhart noaagov Robert Hoffman
RobertHoffmanAnoaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemmanoaagov


CCLaureri Batte Lugo LaurenBLugoanoaagov Heather Blough
Heather BIoughAnoaagov


Hi all HQ gave us a 2 week extension on this Re content they suggest
we acknowledge receipt of the petition indicate we also are concerned
about the situation and that were looking into it summarize the things
were doing to investigate the situation and provide some indication of
when how we would make a determination re if how to respond Roy will
want to review this David I suggest you discuss this with him during
your trip this week Thanks HB


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 170642 0400
From Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
CC Lauren B Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov JeremyRusin@noaagov
Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
References 4DADF11A8050109@noaagov 4DADF1A95030703@noaagov


Heather As we discussed you all will work on a more general response
without making a final determination on how we will respond to the
petition Because this is considered to be a petition under the APA
there is no deadline for responding to the petition but it would be
good to set forth some sort of timeline At the very least I would
think you would want to say what is being done to examine the problem
increase enforcement which is one of the things they are asking for
etc and how that info will be used to make a determination on the


petition request


Helen


Heather Blough wrote
Hi Helen I just left you a voice mail to call me when you can re the
attached 727 5515795 Thanks HB


Helen Golde wrote


I just got a bounce back from David that he is out until Thursday
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Fwd Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Contr


Your assistance in keeping this moving would be appreciated Let me


and Jeremy know if this will be a problem


Helen


Original Message
Subject Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 162758 0400
From Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov LaurenBLugo
LaurenBLugo@noaagov jeremyrusin@noaagov


David I need your assistance to get this control responded to by
May 3 We just cant get extensions of the length that Dennis
requests Furthermore TIRN has called both Jim and me repeatedly
and cornered Barbara at the Sea Turtle Symposium about when they will
get a response to their petition I know this isnt simple and Im
sure that PR2 staff can assist but if Dennis cant do this we need
assistance from someone else in SERO


Thanks Helen


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 151037 0400
From Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov
To Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
CC Abbie Miiniko AbbieMimiko@noaagov Frances Pflieger
FrancesPflieger@noaagov Lindsay Fullenkamp
LindsayFullenkamp@noaagov Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov
Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez @noaagov


Helen


Please help manage this controlled correspondence so that Eric can
have a response for his signature within the next 2 weeks nit May 3
This control was assigned to PR almost 2 weeks ago
Let me know if we need to discuss


Thanks


Becky


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 143550 0400
From Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaagov
To Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov


Hi Becky Please see below The incoming was controlled here in NMFS so
we have some flexibility but this would delay the response at least a
month due to staffing issues and communication problems in PR Please
advise Thanks


Fran


Original Message
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Fwd Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Contr


Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 141949 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@ noaagov


Fran Please see below May we have an extension on this control


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 131928 0400
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
To Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Hello


I was just sent the below email and was notified that it is a controlled
correspondence Apparently today is already the response due date Trawl
fisheries of the area are currently being investigated there are
efforts by NMFS SEFSC and SER law enforcement and the states and
additional information will be necessary prior to being able to take
such actions if warranted requested by Turtle Island Additionally
with workload and travel issues I will be on travel for two weeks


starting next week and was on travel all of last week we will need
substantial additional time on the order of a few weeks to draft the
response If possible I would see if I could have the letter assigned to
someone else in my office to draft it since I will be out for those two
weeks but given everyones workload issues that is not likely Would we
be able to get an extension preferably to the 19th of May about a
month but no earlier than the 13th


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 130027 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov


Original Message
Subject Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 125916 0400
From Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart @noaagov Bob Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov
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Fwd Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Contr


CC Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Hi Guys
See below do you want to draft this
Barbara


Original Message
Subject ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 120647 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Jeremy Rusin
JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAli@noaagov


A please see attached control regarding sea turtle deaths in the gulf
of Mexico A response from AA Schwaab is due on April 18 2010 Thanks


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 301 713 4060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 7132332 Ext 135


Fax 301 713 4060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Fran Pflieger
WriterEditor
NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


SSMC3 Room 14322
301713 1364 x179


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


4 of 5







Fwd Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Contr


301 713 2332 x 108


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301713 2332 x 108


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED C


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Wed 20 Apr 2011 113017 0400
To Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Heather Blough
Heather Blough@noaagov


I need the original or attachment so I know what I am responding to


Michael C Barnette


On Apr 20 2011 at 634 AM Robert Hoffman RobertHoffmanAnoaagovwrote


Can you draft a response to this


Original Message
SubjectFwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 174216 0400
FromHeather Blough HeatherBloughAnoaagov
ToDavid BernhartDavidBernhartAnoaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffmancanoaagov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemmAnoaagov
CCLauren Batte Lugo LaurenBLugoAnoaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBloughAnoaagov


Hi all HQ gave us a 2 week extension on this Re content they suggest
we acknowledge receipt of the petition indicate we also are concerned
about the situation and that were looking into it summarize the things
were doing to investigate the situation and provide some indication of
when how we would make a determination re if how to respond Roy will
want to review this David I suggest you discuss this with him during
your trip this week Thanks HB


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 170642 0400
From Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
CC Lauren B Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov JeremyRusin@noaagov
Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
References 4DADF11A8050109@noaagov 4DADF1A95030703@ noaagov


Heather As we discussed you all will work on a more general response
without making a final determination on how we will respond to the
petition Because this is considered to be a petition under the APA
there is no deadline for responding to the petition but it would be
good to set forth some sort of timeline At the veryleast I would
think you would want to say what is being done to examine the problem
increase enforcement which is one of the things they are asking for
etc and how that info will be used to make a determination on the


petition request


1 of5







Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED C


Helen


Heather Blough wrote
Hi Helen I just left you a voice mail to call me when you can re the
attached 727 551 5795 Thanks HB


Helen Golde wrote


I just got a bounce back from David that he is out until Thursday
Your assistance in keeping this moving would be appreciated Let me


and Jeremy know if this will be a problem


Helen


Original Message
Subject Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 162758 0400
From Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart @noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov LaurenBLugo
LaurenBLugo@noaagov jeremyrusin@noaagov


David I need your assistance to get this control responded to by
May 3 We just cant get extensions of the length that Dennis
requests Furthermore TIRN has called both Jim and me repeatedly
and cornered Barbara at the Sea Turtle Symposium about when they will
get a response to their petition I know this isnt simple and Im
sure that PR2 staff can assist but if Dennis cant do this we need
assistance from someone else in SERO


Thanks Helen


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 151037 0400
From Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov
To Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
CC Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov Frances Pflieger
FrancesPflieger@noaagov Lindsay Fullenkamp
LindsayFullenkamp @noaagov Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov
Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


Barbara Schroeder@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez @noaagov


Helen


Please help manage this controlled correspondence so that Eric can
have a response for his signature within the next 2 weeks nit May 3
This control was assigned to PR almost 2 weeks ago
Let me know if we need to discuss


Thanks


Becky


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 143550 0400
From Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaagov
To Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov


Hi Becky Please see below The incoming was controlled here in NMFS so
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED C


we have some flexibility but this would delay the response at least a
month due to staffing issues and communication problems in PR Please
advise Thanks


Fran


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 141949 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaagov


Fran Please see below May we have an extension on this control


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 131928 0400
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
To Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Hello


I was just sent the below email and was notified that it is a controlled
correspondence Apparently today is already the response due date Trawl
fisheries of the area are currently being investigated there are
efforts by NMFS SEFSC and SER law enforcement and the states and
additional information will be necessary prior to being able to take
such actions if warranted requested by Turtle Island Additionally
with workload and travel issues I will be on travel for two weeks


starting next week and was on travel all of last week we will need
substantial additional time on the order of a few weeks to draft the
response If possible I would see if I could have the letter assigned to
someone else in my office to draft it since I will be out for those two
weeks but given everyones workload issues that is not likely Would we
be able to get an extension preferably to the 19th of May about a
month but no earlier than the 13th


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 130027 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED C


Original Message
Subject Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 125916 0400
From Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Bob Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov
CC Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Hi Guys
See below do you want tomdraft this
Barbara


Original Message
Subject ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 120647 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Jeremy Rusin
JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAli@noaagov


A please see attached control regarding sea turtle deaths in the gulf
of Mexico A response from AA Schwaab is due on April 18 2010 Thanks


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 301 713 4060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 7132332 Ext 135
Fax 301 713 4060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Fran Pflieger
WriterEditor
NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


SSMC3 Room 14322


301 7131364 x179
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED C


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


3017132332 x 108


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Wed 20 Apr 2011 154400 0400
To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
CC Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov


Yes I got it a couple hours ago I have been out of the office the past
2 weeks I will work on a response and have it under review early next
week I can get it done by EOW if I can skip the EEO training tomorrow
We also have control SER11 039 about the same issue and can likely use
the same response for both


Should we discuss the option of drafting an emergency rule to shut down
the shrimp fishery given a predetermined threshold of turtle strandings
is breached With fewer vessels tied up by BP and if we have the same
abundance of turtles in nearshore waters we could be facing a
significant stranding event once shrimp season gets rolling


Heather Slough wrote


Original Message
Subject Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 162758 0400
From Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov LaurenBLugo
LaurenBLugo@noaagov JeremyRusin@noaagov


David I need your assistance to get this control responded to by May
3 We just cant get extensions of the length that Dennis requests
Furthermore TIRN has called both Jim and me repeatedly and cornered
Barbara at the Sea Turtle Symposium about when they will get a
response to their petition I know this isnt simple and Im sure
that PR2 staff can assist but if Dennis cant do this we need
assistance from someone else in SERO


Thanks Helen


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 151037 0400
From Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov
To Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
CC Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov Frances Pflieger
FrancesPflieger@noaagov Lindsay Fullenkamp
LindsayFullenkamp@noaagov Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov
Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Helen


Please help manage this controlled correspondence so that Eric can
have a response for his signature within the next 2 weeks nit May 3
This control was assigned to PR almost 2 weeks ago
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Let me know if we need to discuss


Thanks


Becky


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 143550 0400
From Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaagov
To Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov


Hi Becky Please see below The incoming was controlled here in NMFS so
we have some flexibility but this would delay the response at least a
month due to staffing issues and communication problems in PR Please
advise Thanks


Fran


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 141949 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaagov


Fran Please see below May we have an extension on this control


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 131928 0400
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
To Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Hello


I was just sent the below email and was notified that it is a controlled
correspondence Apparently today is already the response due date Trawl
fisheries of the area are currently being investigated there are
efforts by NMFS SEFSC and SER law enforcement and the states and
additional information will be necessary prior to being able to take
such actions if warranted requested by Turtle Island Additionally
with workload and travel issues I will be on travel for two weeks
starting next week and was on travel all of last week we will need
substantial additional time on the order of a few weeks to draft the
response If possible I would see if I could have the letter assigned to
someone else in my office to draft it since I will be out for those two
weeks but given everyones workload issues that is not likely Would we
be able to get an extension preferably to the 19th of May about a
month but no earlier than the 13th


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 130027 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov


Original Message
Subject Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 125916 0400
From Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart @noaagov Bob Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov
CC Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Hi Guys
See below do you want to draft this
Barbara


Original Message
Subject ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 120647 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Jeremy Rusin
JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAli@noaagov


A please see attached control regarding sea turtle deaths in the gulf
of Mexico A response from AA Schwaab is due on April 182010 Thanks


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 301 713 4060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 301 713 4060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 3001411


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Fran Pflieger
WriterEditor
NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


SSMC3 Room 14322


301 713 1364 x179


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108


Michael Barnette michaelbarnetteanoaagov


Fishery Biologist
Protected Resources Division


National Marine Fisheries Service
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
Date Wed 20 Apr 2011 155137 0400
To Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
CC Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Robert Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


Linda Please schedule 12 hour with Roy re our draft response Subject
is TIRN Petition Participants include Mike Bob David and whoever
else you guys want to invite Thanks HB


Michael Barnette wrote


Yes I got it a couple hours ago I have been out of the office the
past 2 weeks I will work on a response and have it under review
early next week I can get it done by EOW if I can skip the EEO
training tomorrow
We also have control SER11 039 about the same issue and can likely
use the same response for both


Should we discuss the option of drafting an emergency rule to shut
down the shrimp fishery given a predetermined threshold of turtle
strandifngs is breached With fewer vessels tied up by BP and if we
have the same abundance of turtles in nearshore waters we could be


facing a significant stranding event once shrimp season gets rolling


Heather Blough wrote


Original Message
Subject Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 162758 0400
From Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaaqov


To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaaqov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlouqh@noaaqov LaurenBLugo
LaurenBLugo@noaagov JeremyRusin@noaaqov


David I need your assistance to get this control responded to by
May 3 We just cant get extensions of the length that Dennis
requests Furthermore TIRN has called both Jim and me repeatedly and
cornered Barbara at the Sea Turtle Symposium about when they will get
a response to their petition I know this isnt simple and Im sure
that PR2 staff can assist but if Dennis cant do this we need
assistance from someone else in SERO


Thanks Helen


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 151037 0400
From Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaaqov
To Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaaqov
CC Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaaqov Frances Pflieger
FrancesPflieger@noaagov Lindsay Fullenkamp
LindsayFullenkamp@noaagov Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov
Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaaqov Barbara Schroeder
BarbaraSchroeder @noaagov Alexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez @noaagov


Helen


Please help manage this controlled correspondence so that Eric can
have a response for his signature within the next 2 weeks nit May 3
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


This control assigned to PR almost 2 weeks ago
Let me know if we need to discuss
Thanks


Becky


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 143550 0400
From Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaagov
To Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov


Hi Becky Please see below The incoming was controlled here in NMFS
so we have some flexibility but this would delay the response at
least a month due to staffing issues and communication problems in
PR Please advise Thanks


Fran


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 141949 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaagov


Fran Please see below May we have an extension on this control


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 131928 0400
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
To Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Hello


I was just sent the below email and was notified that it is a
controlled correspondence Apparently today is already the response
due date Trawl fisheries of the area are currently being
investigated there are efforts by NMFS SEFSC and SER law
enforcement and the states and additional information will be


necessary prior to being able to take such actions if warranted
requested by Turtle Island Additionally with workload and travel
issues I will be on travel for two weeks starting next week and was
on travel all of last week we will need substantial additional
time on the order of a few weeks to draft the response If possible
I would see if I could have the letter assigned to someone else in my
office to draft it since I will be out for those two weeks but given
everyones workload issues that is not likely Would we be able to
get an extension preferably to the 19th of May about a month but
no earlier than the 13th


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 130027 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart @noaagov
To Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov


Original Message
Subject Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 125916 0400
From Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart @noaagov Bob Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov
CC Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Hi Guys
See below do you want to draft this
Barbara


Original Message
Subject ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 120647 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Jeremy Rusin
JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAli@noaagov


A please see attached control regarding sea turtle deaths in the
gulf of Mexico A response from AA Schwaab is due on April 18 2010
Thanks


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 301 713 4060


Office of the Director
Protected Resources
National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 301713 4060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Fran Pflieger
WriterEditor
NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


SSMC3 Room 14322


301 713 1364 x179


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAH Fisheries Service


301 7132332 x 108


Heather Blough heatherbloughanoaagov
Special Assistant to the Regional Administrator


NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region
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FOR YOUR ATTENTION Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTI


Subject FOR YOUR ATTENTION Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED
Control 30014
From Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
Date Wed 20 Apr 2011 160338 0400
To Karolyn Potter KarolynPotter@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


Hi Karolyn
Heather wanted me to set this meeting up but we werent sure when to set
it up for So she will speak with Roy tomorrow and if he would like to
hold it tomorrow morning could you please put it in his and the other
participants diaries as Im going to be in the EEO training If its


going to be on Friday I can do it when Im out of the training
Thanks
Linda


Linda Atwell


Administrative Assistant


to the Regional Administrator
NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region
T 7278245301
F 727 824 5320


Email LindaAtweil@noaagov


Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014eml


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
Date Wed 20 Apr 2011 155137 0400
To Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
CC Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Robert Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


Linda Please schedule 12 hour with Roy re our draft response Subject
is TIRN Petition Participants include Mike Bob David and whoever
else you guys want to invite Thanks HB


Michael Barnette wrote


Yes I got it a couple hours ago I have been out of the office the
past 2 weeks I will work on a response and have it under review
early next week I can get it done by EOW if I can skip the EEO
training tomorrow
We also have control SER11 039 about the same issue and can likely
use the same response for both


Should we discuss the option of drafting an emergency rule to shut
down the shrimp fishery given a predetermined threshold of turtle
strandings is breached With fewer vessels tied up by BP and if we
have the same abundance of turtles in nearshore waters we could be
facing a significant stranding event once shrimp season gets rolling


Heather Blough wrote


Original Message
Subject Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
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FOR YOUR ATTENTION Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTI


Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 162758 0400
From Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart @ noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov LaurenBLugo
LaurenBLugo@noaagov JeremyRusin@noaagov


David I need your assistance to get this control responded to by
May 3 We just cant get extensions of the length that Dennis
requests Furthermore TIRN has called both Jim and me repeatedly and
cornered Barbara at the Sea Turtle Symposium about when they will get
a response to their petition I know this isnt simple and Im sure
that PR2 staff can assist but if Dennis cant do this we need
assistance from someone else in SERO


Thanks Helen


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 151037 0400
From Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov
To Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
CC Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov Frances Pflieger
FrancesPflieger@noaagov Lindsay Fullenkamp
LindsayFullenkamp@noaagov Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov
Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroeder @noaagov Alexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez @noaagov


Helen


Please help manage this controlled correspondence so that Eric can
have a response for his signature within the next 2 weeks nit May 3
This control was assigned to PR almost 2 weeks ago
Let me know if we need to discuss


Thanks


Becky


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 143550 0400
From Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaagov
To Becky Rootes BeckyRootes@noaagov


Hi Becky Please see below The incoming was controlled here in NMFS
so we have some flexibility but this would delay the response at
least a month due to staffing issues and communication problems in
PR Please advise Thanks


Fran


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 141949 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaagov


Fran Please see below May we have an extension on this control


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 131928 0400
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
To Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
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FOR YOUR ATTENTION Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTI


Hello


I was just sent the below email and was notified that it is a
controlled correspondence Apparently today is already the response
due date Trawl fisheries of the area are currently being
investigated there are efforts by NMFS SEFSC and SER law
enforcement and the states and additional information will be
necessary prior to being able to take such actions if warranted
requested by Turtle Island Additionally with workload and travel
issues I will be on travel for two weeks starting next week and was
on travel all of last week we will need substantial additional
time on the order of a few weeks to draft the response If possible
I would see if I could have the letter assigned to someone else in my
office to draft it since I will be out for those two weeks but given
everyones workload issues that is not likely Would we be able to
get an extension preferably to the 19th of May about a month but
no earlier than the 13th


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 130027 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
To Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov


Original Message
Subject Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 125916 0400
From Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart @noaagov Bob Hoffman
RobertHoffman@noaagov
CC Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez @noaagov


Hi Guys
See below do you want to draft this
Barbara


Original Message
Subject ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 120647 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Jeremy Rusin
JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez@noaagov DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAli@noaagov
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FOR YOUR ATTENTION Fwd Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTI


A please see attached control regarding sea turtle deaths in the
gulf of Mexico A response from AA Schwaab is due on April 18 2010
Thanks


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 7132332 Ext 135


Fax 301 7134060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko
Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135
Fax 301 713 4060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Fran Pflieger
WriterEditor
NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


SSMC3 Room 14322
301 713 1364 x179


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108


Heather Blough heatherbloughanoaagov
Special Assistant to the Regional Administrator
NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region


Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014eml l
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
Date Thu 21 Apr 2011 093921 0400
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov David Bernhart
DavidBernhart@noaagov Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


Linda is scheduling a quick meeting with Roy tomorrow AM to discuss His initial thoughts
re content he provided over the phone were


information indicates there has beenis a low level of shrimp fishing
we increased enforcement and in doing so found some issuesirregularities
weve issued some tickets


we will continue to investigate the issue
what weve found to date does not support emergency action
we will continue monitoring the situation when the season opens next week and will
respond accordingly


He also thinks we should give them whatever data theyre requesting on skimmer trawl
bycatch


He does not need this done by EOW since we have until May 3 next week is fine


Thanks


Michael Barnette wrote


Yes I got it a couple hours ago I have been out of the office the past 2 weeks I will
work on a response and have it under review early next week I can get it done by
EOW if I can skip the EEO training tomorrow
We also have control SER11 039 about the same issue and can likely use the same
response for both


Should we discuss the option of drafting an emergency rule to shut down the shrimp
fishery given a predetermined threshold of turtle standings is breached With fewer
vessels tied up by BP and if we have the same abundance of turtles in nearshore
waters we could be facing a significant stranding event once shrimp season gets
rolling


Heather Blough wrote


Original Message
Subject Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 162758 0400
From Helen GoldeHelenGoldeAnoaagov
To David BernhartDavidBernhartAnoaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBloughAnoaagovLauren BLugo
LaurenBLugoaAnoaagov JeremyRusinAnoaagov


1 of 5







Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


David I need your assistance to get this control responded to by May 3 We just
cant get extensions of the length that Dennis requests Furthermore TIRN has
called both Jim and me repeatedly and cornered Barbara at the Sea Turtle
Symposium about when they will get a response to their petition I know this isnt
simple and Im sure that PR2 staff can assist but if Dennis cant do this we
need assistance from someone else in SERO


Thanks Helen


Original Message
Subject Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 151037 0400
From Becky Rootes BeckyRootes
To Helen Golde HelenGoldeanoaagov
CC Abbie MimikoAbbieMimikoAnoaagov Frances Pflieger
FrancesPfliegeranoaagov Lindsay Fullenkamp
LindsayFullenkampanoaagovBecky Rootes BeckyRootesanoaagov


Dennis Klemm DennisKlemmaAnoaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraS@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrezaAnoaagov


Helen


Please help manage this controlled correspondence so that Eric can have a
response for his signature within the next 2 weeks nit May 3
This control was assigned to PR almost 2 weeks ago
Let me know if we need to discuss


Thanks
Becky


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 143550 0400
From Frances Pflieger FrancesPfliegeraAnoaagov
To Becky Rootes BeckyRootesnnoaagov


Hi Becky Please see below The incoming was controlled here in NMFS so we
have some flexibility but this would delay the response at least a month due to
staffing issues and communication problems in PR Please advise Thanks


Fran


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 141949 0400
From Abbie MimikoAbbieMimikoAnoaagov
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


To Frances Pflieger FrancesPfliegeraAnoaagov


Fran Please see below May we have an extension on this control


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 131928 0400
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemmnoaagov
To Abbie MimikoAbbieMimikocrnoaagov


Hello


I was just sent the below email and was notified that it is a controlled
correspondence Apparently today is already the response due date Trawl
fisheries of the area are currently being investigated there are efforts by NMFS
SEFSC and SER law enforcement and the states and additional information
will be necessary prior to being able to take such actions if warranted
requested by Turtle Island Additionally with workload and travel issues I will be
on travel for two weeks starting next week and was on travel all of last week we
will need substantial additional time on the order of a few weeks to draft the
response If possible I would see if I could have the letter assigned to someone
else in my office to draft it since I will be out for those two weeks but given
everyonesworkload issues that is not likely Would we be able to get an
extension preferably to the 19th of May about a month but no earlier than the
13th


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemmcrnoaagov
727 8245312


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 130027 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhartAnoaagov
To Dennis Klemm DennisKlemmAnoaagov
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Original Message
Subject Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 125916 0400
From Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroederAnoaagov
To David BernhartDavidBernhartaAnoaagov Bob Hoffman


Robert Hoffmananoaaq ov
CC Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusinAnoaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrezAnoaagov


Hi Guys
See below do you want to draft this
Barbara


Original Message
Subject ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 120647 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimikot noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroederAnoaagov Jeremy Rusin
JeremyRusinAnoaagov Alexis GutierrezAlexisGutierrezAnoaagov
DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAlinoaagov


A please see attached control regarding sea turtle deaths in the gulf of Mexico
A response from AA Schwaab is due on April 18 2010 Thanks


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 7132332 Ext 135


Fax 301 7134060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimikoanoaagov


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 7132332 Ext 135


Fax 301 7134060
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Re Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Office of the Director
Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
Abbie Mimikoanoaagov


Fran Pflieger
WriterEditor


NOAAsNational Marine Fisheries Service


SSMC3 Room 14322
301 7131364 x179


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service
301 7132332 x 108


Heather Blough heatherbloughAnoaagov
Special Assistant to the Regional Administrator


NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region
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Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues


Subject Meeting to discuss shrimp fishery and TED issues
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Mon 25 Apr 2011 150031 0400
To grdelaney@aolcom john@shrimpalliancecom


Hi


Roy Crabtree asked that I contact you both to try and schedule a meeting
to discuss issues within the fishery including TED compliance and
enforcement issues We will be conducting our annual TED testing in
Panama City Florida in early June and will have staff from SEFSC and
SERO who work on shrimp fishery and TED issues together at that time
Is this a potential option for both of you If not when would be a


good time to get together
Many thanks
Cheers
Mike


Michael Barnette michaelbarnetteAnoaagov


Fishery Biologist
Protected Resources Division


National Marine Fisheries Service
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Re Fwd Make Calls Today for Kemps Ridley Sea Turtles


Subject Re Fwd Make Calls Today for Kemps Ridley Sea Turtles
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaa gov
Date Thu 28 Apr 2011 090141 0500
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Heather Blough Heather Blough @noaagov Kim Amendola


kimamendola@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaa gov Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov


FYI Pascagoula had scheduled to conduct TED inspections this week on the Gear
Monitoring Team GMT vessel with OLE we had two officers with us yesterday from Texas
Unfortunately OLE withdrew those resources last night after only one day We had spent


the day doing dockside inspections at Biloxi due to weather during which we could not find
one vessel with legal TEDs and the captains indicating they would be headed to see in a
couple weeks
Dale Stevens and I are still planning on going out on the GMT boat today to conduct
additional dockside as well as atsea inspections if we find any boats offshore
Mike


Michael C Barnette


On Apr 28 2011 at 850 AM David Bernhart DavidBernhartAnoaagovwrote


FYI Do we need to pass up to leg affairs just in case there are calls to the Hill


Original Message
SubjectMake Calls Today for Kemps Ridley Sea Turtles


DateThu 28 Apr 2011 070013 0400 EDT
FromCarole Allen Sea Turtle Restoration Project tirn@maildemocracyinaction orq


ReplyTo tirnAmaildemocracymaction orq
To


a SEA TURTLE
QU RESTORATION PROJECT


Subscribe 1 Donate 1 Tell A Friend
Dear Supporter


Please make at least one telephone call for the survival
of Kemps ridley sea turtles this Thursday April 28


No action has yet been taken to stop sea turtles from
washing up dead and dying in the Gulf of Mexico You
can make a difference now with one call to the office of


the Senate Subcommittee on Oceans Atmosphere
Fisheries and Coast Guard


Courteously leave a message about the need for National
Marine Fisheries Service and the Coast Guard to send law


enforcement to the Gulf of Mexico to ensure that shrimp fishers are using Turtle Excluder Devices in their
nets The state of Louisiana has NEVER enforced the federal Turtle Excluder Device law in their state


waters
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Re Fwd Make Calls Today for Kemps Ridley Sea Turtles


First please take a few minutes to look at this New York Times video before you make your call


Call the Chairmansoffice today Senator Mark Begich on Capitol Hill in Washington DC
202 2243004


We suggest this short message be given to whomever answers Give your name and city of
residence I am calling about increasing protections for endangered sea turtles in Louisiana and throughout
the Gulf of Mexico where record numbers of dead sea turtles have washed ashore this month Please urge
the National Marine Fisheries Service and Coast Guard to increase enforcement of Turtle Excluder Devices


in the shrimp trawl fishery immediately


You can also refer to the New York Times article The New York Times reported that many of those
found dead on Mississippi beaches appear to have been drowned in shrimp trawl nets and landed in
Mississippi from ocean currents bringing them east from Louisiana


Next call and share your concerns with NOAA Administrator Dr Jane Lubchenco 202 482 3436
For the maximum impact call write and fax your US Senators and share this important message to save
Kemps ridleys Click here to find your Senatorsphone number


Click here to support STRPsongoing campaign to protect Gulf sea turtles with a gift of any amount you can


Sincerely yours


Carole Allen


Gulf Office Director


i At left Carole Allen testifies on behalf of sea turtles at a hearing
held in Houston Texas Houston Chronicle photo


Sea Turtle Restoration Project Email News and Updates
facebook PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA


You are subscribed to this list asdavidbernhart@noaagov


Click here to unsubscribe
Become a Fan


To update your preferences or contact information click hereon Facebook


empowered by


Salsa
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Fwd Make Calls Today for KempsRidley Sea Turtles


Subject Fwd Make Calls Today for Kemps Ridley Sea Turtles
From David Bernhart David Bernhart@noaagov
Date Thu 28 Apr 2011 095013 0400
To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Heather Blough Heather Blough@noaagov Kim Amendola
kim amendola@noaagov
CC Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaa gov Dennis Klemm


Dennis Klemm@noaagov


FYI Do we need to pass up to leg affairs just in case there are calls to the Hill


Original Message
SubjectMake Calls Today for Kemps Ridley Sea Turtles


DateThu 28 Apr 2011 070013 0400 EDT


FromCarole Allen Sea Turtle Restoration Project tirnamaildemocracyinactionorg
ReplyTotirn@maildemocracyinactionorg
ToDavidBernhart@noaagov


Cr
sob SEA TURTLE


d RESTORATION PROJECT


Subscribe 1 Donate I Tell A Friend
Dear Supporter


4


Please make at least one telephone call for the survival


of Kemps ridley sea turtles this Thursday April 28


No action has yet been taken to stop sea turtles from
washing up dead and dying in the Gulf of Mexico You
can make a difference now with one call to the office of


the Senate Subcommittee on Oceans Atmosphere
Fisheries and Coast Guard


Courteously leave a message about the need for National
Marine Fisheries Service and the Coast Guard to send law


enforcement to the Gulf of Mexico to ensure that shrimp fishers are using Turtle Excluder Devices in their
nets The state of Louisiana has NEVER enforced the federal Turtle Excluder Device law in their state


waters


First please take a few minutes to look at this New York Times video before you make your call


Call the Chairmansoffice today Senator Mark Begich on Capitol Hill in Washington DC
202 2243004


We suggest this short message be given to whomever answers Give your name and city of
residence I am calling about increasing protections for endangered sea turtles in Louisiana and throughout
the Gulf of Mexico where record numbers of dead sea turtles have washed ashore this month Please urge
the National Marine Fisheries Service and Coast Guard to increase enforcement of Turtle Excluder Devices


in the shrimp trawl fishery immediately


You can also refer to the New York Times article The New York Times reported that many of those
found dead on Mississippi beaches appear to have been drowned in shrimp trawl nets and landed in
Mississippi from ocean currents bringing them east from Louisiana


Next call and share your concerns with NOAA Administrator Dr Jane Lubchenco 202 482 3436


For the maximum impact call write and fax your US Senators and share this important message to save
Kemps ridleys Click here to find your Senatorsphone number
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Fwd Make Calls Today for KempsRidley Sea Turtles


Click here to support STRPs ongoing campaign to protect Gulf sea turtles with agift of any amount you can


Sincerely yours


Carole Allen


Gulf Office Director


At left Carole Allen testifies on behalf of sea turtles at a hearing
held in Houston Texas Houston Chronicle photo


4


Sea Turtle Restoration Project Email News and Updates
facebook PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA


You are subscribed to this list as davidbernhartanoaagov


Click here to unsubscribe
Become a Fan


To update your preferences or contact information click hereon Facebook


mpowdby


sag
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Re Fwd Make Calls Today for KempsRidley Sea Turtles


Subject Re Fwd Make Calls Today for Kemps Ridley Sea Turtles
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaa gov
Date Thu 28 Apr 2011 100846 0400
To David Bernhart David Bernhart@noaagov
CC Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Kim Amendola kimamendola@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov Dennis Klemm
DennisKlemm@noaagov Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


Yes and we will need to provide them a few talking points regarding what were doing to
respond to the situation Could you please summarize the key points you are intending to
include in the response to TIRN Thanks HB


David Bernhart wrote


FYI Do we need to pass up to leg affairs just in case there are calls to the Hill


Original Message
SubjectMake Calls Today for Kemps Ridley Sea Turtles


DateThu 28 Apr 2011 070013 0400 EDT
FromCarole Allen Sea Turtle Restoration Project tirn@maildemocracyinactionorg


ReplyTo tirnaAmaildemocracyinactionorq
ToDavidBernhart@noaagov


a SEATURTLE
4 RESTORATION PROJECT


Subscribe 1 Donate 1 Tell A Friend
Dear Supporter


Please make at least one telephone call for the survival
of Kemps ridley sea turtles this Thursday April 28


No action has yet been taken to stop sea turtles from
washing up dead and dying in the Gulf of Mexico You
can make a difference now with one call to the office of


the Senate Subcommittee on Oceans Atmosphere
Fisheries and Coast Guard


Courteously leave a message about the need for National
Marine Fisheries Service and the Coast Guard to send law


enforcement to the Gulf of Mexico to ensure that shrimp fishers are using Turtle Excluder Devices in their
nets The state of Louisiana has NEVER enforced the federal Turtle Excluder Device law in their state
waters


First please take a few minutes to look at this New York Times video before you make your call


Call the Chairmansoffice today Senator Mark Begich on Capitol Hill in Washington DC
202 2243004


We suggest this short message be given to whomever answers Give your name and city of
residence I am calling about increasing protections for endangered sea turtles in Louisiana and throughout
the Gulf of Mexico where record numbers of dead sea turtles have washed ashore this month Please urge
the National Marine Fisheries Service and Coast Guard to increase enforcement of Turtle Excluder Devices


in the shrimp trawl fishery immediately
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Re Fwd Make Calls Today for KempsRidley Sea Turtles


You can also refer to the New York Times article The New York Times reported that many of those
found dead on Mississippi beaches appear to have been drowned in shrimp trawl nets and landed in
Mississippi from ocean currents bringing them east from Louisiana


Next call and share your concerns with NOAA Administrator Dr Jane Lubchenco 202 4823436
For the maximum impact call write and fax your U S Senators and share this important message to save
Kemps ridleys Click here to find your Senatorsphone number


Click here to support STRPs ongoing campaign to protect Gulf sea turtles with a gift of any amount you can


Sincerely yours


Carole Allen


Gulf Office Director


r At left Carole Allen testifies on behalf of sea turtles at a hearing
held in Houston Texas Houston Chronicle photo


Sea Turtle Restoration Project Email News and Updates
facebook PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA


You are subscribed to this list as davidbernhartAnoaa gov


Click here to unsubscribe
Become a Fan


To update your preferences or contact information click hereon Facebook


empowered by


saIiSCI


Heather Blough heatherblough@noaagov


Special Assistant to the Regional Administrator


NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region
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Re Fwd Make Calls Today for Kemps Ridley Sea Turtles


Subject Re Fwd Make Calls Today for Kemps Ridley Sea Turtles
From Heather Blough Heather Blough@noaagov
Date Thu 28 Apr 2011 132550 0400


To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaa gov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


Hi David Do you have someone working on this Roy also asked that you send him an
update on the stranding situation next Monday so he can discuss with Sam Tuesday
morning Thanks HB


Heather Blough wrote


Yes and we will need to provide them a few talking points regarding what were doing
to respond to the situation Could you please summarize the key points you are
intending to include in the response to TIRN Thanks HB


David Bernhart wrote


FYI Do we need to pass up to leg affairs just in case there are calls to the Hill


Original Message
SubjectMake Calls Today for Kemps Ridley Sea Turtles


DateThu 28 Apr 2011 070013 0400 EDT


FromCarole Allen Sea Turtle Restoration Project tirn@maildemocracyinactionorg
ReplyTo tirn@maildemocracyinactionorg
ToDavidBernhart@noaagov


SEA TURTLE
4 t RESTORATION PROJECT


Subscribe 1 Donate 1 Tell A Friend
Dear Supporter


Please make at least one telephone call for the survival
of Kemps ridley sea turtles this Thursday April 28


No action has yet been taken to stop sea turtles from
washing up dead and dying in the Gulf of Mexico You
can make a difference now with one call to the office of


the Senate Subcommittee on Oceans Atmosphere
Fisheries and Coast Guard


Courteously leave a message about the need for National
Marine Fisheries Service and the Coast Guard to send law


enforcement to the Gulf of Mexico to ensure that shrimp fishers are using Turtle Excluder Devices in their
nets The state of Louisiana has NEVER enforced the federal Turtle Excluder Device law in their state
waters


First please take a few minutes to look at this New York Times video before you make your call


Call the Chairmansoffice today Senator Mark Begich on Capitol Hill in Washington DC
202 2243004


We suggest this short message be given to whomever answers Give your name and city of
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Re Fwd Make Calls Today for Kemps Ridley Sea Turtles


residence I am calling about increasing protections for endangered sea turtles in Louisiana and throughout
the Gulf of Mexico where record numbers of dead sea turtles have washed ashore this month Please urge
the National Marine Fisheries Service and Coast Guard to increase enforcement of Turtle Excluder Devices


in the shrimp trawl fishery immediately


You can also refer to the New York Times article The New York Times reported that many of those
found dead on Mississippi beaches appear to have been drowned in shrimp trawl nets and landed in
Mississippi from ocean currents bringing them east from Louisiana


Next call and share your concerns with NOAA Administrator Dr Jane Lubchenco 202 482 3436
For the maximum impact call write and fax your U S Senators and share this important message to save
Kemps ridleys Click here to find your Senatorsphone number


Click here to support STRPs ongoing campaign to protect Gulf sea turtles with a gift of any amount you can


Sincerely yours


Carole Allen


Gulf Office Director


At left Carole Allen testifies on behalf of sea turtles at a hearing
held in Houston Texas Houston Chronicle photo


Sea Turtle Restoration Project Email News and Updates
facebook PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA


You are subscribed to this list asdavidbernhartaAnoaagov


Click here to unsubscribe
Become a Fan


To update your preferences or contact information click hereon Facebook


empowered by


salsa O


Heather Blough heatherblough@noaagov


Special Assistant to the Regional Administrator


NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region
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Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


Subject Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall
From Heather Sagar HeatherSagar@NoaaGov
Date Fri 29 Apr 2011 072257 0400
To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Roy Crabtree
RoyCrabtree@noaagov Buck Sutter BuckSutter@noaagov


FYI


Original Message
SubjectFwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


DateThu 28 Apr 2011 182019 0400
FromDanielleRiouxDanielleRiouxanoaagov


ToCarrie Selberg carrieselberganoaagov Gloria Thompson
GloriaThompsonAnoaagov John OliverJohnOliverAnoaagov Brianne


Smith BrianneSmithAnoaagov Heather Sagar HeatherSagarANoaaGov


FYI


Along with this email Dr Lubchenco received over 40 calls today about
TEDs It seems to be a campaign
Cheers
Danielle


Danielle Rioux


Program Coordination Officer
Office of the Under Secretary
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration
1401 Constitution Ave NW Rm 5811


Washington DC 20230


Email DanielleRioux@noaagov
Work 202 482 1172
Cell 202 580 9940
Fax 202 4824116


Heather Sagar
Office of the Assistant Administrator


NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910
Phone 301 713 2239


FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall eml


Subject FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall
From Jane Lubchenco JaneLubchenco@noaagov
Date Thu 28 Apr 2011 173121 0400
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Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


To daniellerioux@noaagov DanielleRioux@noaagov
ChristopherMeaney@noaagov ChristopherMeaney@noaagov
publicConcerns Turtles@noaagov PublicConcernsTurtles@noaagov


From Aravinda Rao mailtovinda@famaprcom
Sent Thursday April 28 2011 224 PM
To janelubchenco@noaagov
Subject A concerned citizen beating a brick wall
Importance High


Good afternoon Dr Lubchenco


First of all I have to commend you on having a truly courteous secretary She provided me with your email
address and took down my name and information without the slightest hint of levity


I called Senator Mark Begichsoffice and was met with no such courtesy and Id imagine that means Im just
wasting my effort


My name is Vinda Rao and Im a US citizen from Watertown Massachusetts Im writing on behalf of
endangered sea turtles the KempsRidley species in particular who are needlessly being killed by Gulf
Coast fishermen in Louisiana especially who thanks to their carelessness and unwillingness to use simple
turtle excluder devices TEDs There are no enforcement clauses on the record that would compel them to
use these lifesaving devices


Im in public relations Dr Lubchenco I understand how to smile and nod I also understand that I wontget
a personal reply to this message and that this legislation may never be enacted But its worth my time to try
to reach out to you and encourage you to make the use of TEDs by fishermen all over America mandatory


Ive never been a fan of fishermen at least not in the US Over here its not about subsistence farming
none of the fishermen here need to catch a fish to feed their families Instead theyre employed by
conglomerates and will do whatever they can to make a buck including slaughtering innocent animals I
know they dontgive a damn about turtles or any other living creatures but themselves Theresnothing you
or I can do to help them grow a conscience The entire commercial fishing industry is corrupt and just like BP
got a kick out of burning turtles alive in oil slicks Im sure these guys enjoy seeing an innocent creature
squirm and suffocate until they die powerless against a larger and Tess ethical animal that enjoys inflicting
pain


Sea turtles have predated humans by hundreds of thousands of years but I dontdoubt theyll all be extinct
within my lifetime and Im only 27 Its really kind of pathetic Im not some greenbehind the ears
environmental crusader dressed in hemp and protesting in front of a landfill I have a full time job I pay my
taxes and I vote


Im just ashamed to be part a society where beautiful kind peace loving creatures are tortured and killed
because North American fishermen are lazy hypocrites I used to love shrimp but I stopped eating them a
year ago when I realized how many turtles were dying thanks to the US shrimping industry


I cantdo anything to stop this Can you


Sincerely
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Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


Aravinda Rao


Aravinda Rao


Account Manager


fama PR


250 Northern Avenue


Boston MA 02210


6179865012


vinda@famaprconi


Twitter @seriousvinda


IFW A concerned citizen beating a brick wallemlf
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Re Fwd Schwaab control


Subject Re Fwd Schwaab control
From Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov
Date Tue 03 May 2011 085553 0400
To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


I like it


Heather Blough wrote


I think this is very good do you agree any comments


Original Message
SubjectSchwaab control


DateMon 02 May 2011 174821 0400
FromMichael Barnette MichaelBarnetteAnoaagov


OrganizationNOAA
ToHeather Blough HeatherBloughanoaagov David Bernhart


DavidBernhartAnoaagov Robert Hoffman


Robert HoffmanAnoaagov
CCAlexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrezc noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroederAnoaagov John Mitchell
Joh n Mitchel lAn oaa gov


Hi Heather


Here is some draft language for consideration in a response to TIRN from
Mr Schwaab I am not clear who is going to finalize the letter but
they should be able to easily cut and paste what they ultimately deem
useful


Cheers
Mike


This is in reference to your April 4 2010 letter regarding the recent
sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico Let me assure you that I
share your concern regarding the elevated turtle strandings reported in
the Gulf of Mexico


First please allow me share with you the actions we have taken in
response to the sea turtle strandings Over the past month NOAA has
worked diligently to identify the cause or causes for these elevated
strandings NOAA veterinarians have conducted over 30 necropsies on
stranded sea turtles from the Mississippi Sound area to determine
causes of death Simultaneously we have investigated various
potential sources of mortality such as fishery activities dredge
operations as well as harmful algae blooms polycyclic aromatic


hydrocarbons or other toxic agents We have worked with the US Coast


Guard and state agencies to conduct patrols using both aircraft and
surface vessels to evaluate fishery effort in the area where sea turtles
have stranded particularly throughout Mississippi Sound Additionally
we have dispatched our own Gear Monitoring Team GMT to conduct
numerous turtle excluder device TED compliance evaluations and TED
workshops to improve TED performance within the shrimp fishery Due to


concerns regarding dredge operations the US Army Corps of Engineers
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Re Fwd Schwaab control


have recently implemented relocation trawlers in conjunction with hopper
dredging at Gulfport Mississippi These and other efforts are ongoing
in an attempt to reveal the causes for the sea turtle strandings so
that we may initiate an appropriate and effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear explanation
into this sea turtle stranding event While the necropsy results
indicate a significant number of turtles likely perished due to forced
submergence the overall lack of fishery effort in the subject area
presents a dilemma Significant portions of Mississippi Sound were
closed to fishing during the stranding event and skimmer trawls in
particular have not been actively fishing in this area Fishing effort
in the open areas off Mississippi has been extremely low ie 2 3
vessels due to poor shrimp catch rates The menhaden fishery was
inactive during the stranding event and only recently initiated
operations There have been no takes reported by the hopper dredges
working at Gulfport that may indicate these activities may be at least
partially responsible for the elevated strandings No harmful algae
bloom or other toxic elements were found to be contributory factors in
the sea turtle mortalities


Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as
enforcement of TED requirements throughout the year Additionally we
are coordinating our efforts with the US Coast Guard Mississippi
Division of Marine Resources Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and
other state agencies We expect this increased monitoring and
enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp fishery to use and
effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and minimize sea turtle
mortality Should we observe a significant pulse in sea turtle
strandings that may be associated with the Mississippi or Texas shrimp
season we will determine the appropriate course of action to quickly
and effectively remedy the situation which may include a fishery
closure if necessary
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Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Subject Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
Date Tue 03 May 2011 085905 0400
To Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


Original Message
SubjectFwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 151249 0400
FromBarbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroederAnoaagov
ToDavid Bernhart DavidBernhartaAnoaagov Bob Hoffman


Robert HoffmanAnoaagov


Original Message
SubjectRe Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 151037 0400
FromBecky Rootes BeckyRootesAnoaagov
ToHelen GoldeHelenGoldeAnoaagov
CCAbbie MimikoAbbieMimikoRnoaagov Frances Pflieger
FrancesPfliegeranoaagov Lindsay Fullenkamp
LindsayFullenkampaAnoaagov Becky Rootes BeckyRootesc noaagov
Dennis Klemm Dennis crnoaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroederanoaagoAlexis GutierrezAlexisGutierrezAnoaagov


Helen


Please help manage this controlled correspondence so that Eric can have a response for
his signature within the next 2 weeks nit May 3
This control was assigned to PR almost 2 weeks ago
Let me know if we need to discuss


Thanks


Becky


Original Message
SubjectFwd Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


DateTue 19 Apr 2011 143550 0400
FromFrances Pflieger FrancesPfliegeranoaagov
ToBecky Rootes BeckyRootes


Hi Becky Please see below The incoming was controlled here in NMFS so
we have some flexibility but this would delay the response at least a
month due to staffing issues and communication problems in PR Please
advise Thanks
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Fwd Fwd Re Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014


Fran


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Tue 19 Apr 2011 141949 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Frances Pflieger FrancesPflieger@noaagov


Fran Please see below May we have an extension on this control


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 131928 0400
From Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov
To Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Hello


I was just sent the below email and was notified that it is a controlled
correspondence Apparently today is already the response due date Trawl
fisheries of the area are currently being investigated there are
efforts by NMFS SEFSC and SER law enforcement and the states and
additional information will be necessary prior to being able to take
such actions if warranted requested by Turtle Island Additionally
with workload and travel issues I will be on travel for two weeks
starting next week and was on travel all of last week we will need
substantial additional time on the order of a few weeks to draft the
response If possible I would see if I could have the letter assigned to
someone else in my office to draft it since I will be out for those two
weeks but given everyones workload issues that is not likely Would we
be able to get an extension preferably to the 19th of May about a
month but no earlier than the 13th


Thanks


Dennis L Klemm


Sea Turtle Coordinator


Protected Resources Division


Southeast Regional Office SERO
National Marine Fisheries Service NOAA


DennisKlemm@noaagov
727 824 5312


Original Message
Subject Fwd Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Mon 18 Apr 2011 130027 0400
From David Bernhart DavidBernhart @noaagov
To Dennis Klemm DennisKlemm@noaagov


Original Message
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Subject Fwd ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 125916 0400
From Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Bob Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov
CC Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov


Hi Guys
See below do you want to draft this
Barbara


Original Message
Subject ACTION REQUIRED Control 30014
Date Fri 08 Apr 2011 120647 0400
From Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov
To Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Jeremy Rusin
JeremyRusin@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov
DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAli@noaagov


A please see attached control regarding sea turtle deaths in the gulf
of Mexico A response from AA Schwaab is due on April 18 2010 Thanks


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 301 713 4060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Kind Regards
Abbie F Mimiko


Tel 301 713 2332 Ext 135


Fax 301 713 4060


Office of the Director


Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


Silver Spring MD 20910
AbbieMimiko@noaagov


Fran Pflieger
Writer Editor
NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service


SSMC3 Room 14322


301 713 1364 x179
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PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 P 4156638590 F 4156639534
wwwSeaTurtlesorg wwwSpawnUSAorg wwwGotMercuryorg


April 4 2011


Mr Eric C Schwaab


Assistant Administrator for Fisheries


NOAA Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910


RE Petition for Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in Gulf of Mexico


Dear Mr Eric Schwaab


Please accept this letter as a formal petition by Turtle Island Restoration Network to National
Marine Fisheries Service to take emergency actions including those specified below to protect
sea turtles and halt the spike of sea turtle deaths in the Gulf of Mexico


Since March 15 at least 40 dead sea turtles have been found on Mississippi beaches 4 in
Alabama 3 in Louisiana and 26 on Texas beaches Most were critically endangered Kemps
ridleys The combination of the harm from last years BP oil spill remaining oil in the water and
on beaches remnant chemical dispersant degradation of habitat and prey species and ongoing
shrimp and other fishing pressure require that immediate measures be taken to protect
endangered and threatened sea turtles and ensure their survival and recovery


However nearly a year since the BP oil spill and the decline in nesting Kempsridleys and
loggerheads in 2010no new sea turtle onthewater have been put in place by your agencies to
ensure their survival and recovery


STRP is calling on National Marine Fisheries Service and Gulf states to
1 Take emergency action to halt or restrict the Gulf shrimp season until the current sea turtle


standings are investigated findings made public and actions taken to remedy theproblem
2 Issue an emergency regulation or interim rule to require Turtle Excluder Devices TEDs on


all skimmer trawls


3 Immediately increase enforcement of TEDs use on all shrimp trawls
4 Immediately increase observer coverage on all shrimp vessels


TIRN also seeks the immediate release of findings to date of the Endangered Species Act Section
7 Reinitiation of Consultation on Sea Turtle Conservation Regulations and Fishery Management
Plan for Shrimp Trawling in the Gulf of Mexico Our organization filed a 60Day Notice of







Petitionfor Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in GulfofMexico


Intent to sue on July 14 2010 to reinitiate consultation NMFS indicated that it had done so
However we have yet to see any response or actions as a result of this ESA action


TIRN has also repeatedly requested the release of skimmer trawl bycatch data and for NMFS to
immediately require the use of TEDs on these vessels In public and private statements NMFS
has acknowledged that skimmer trawls were a potential threat to sea turtles due to bycatch Yet
no action has been taken


It is unacceptable that NMFS continues to delay any actions on protecting sea turtles from threats
to their survival and recovery in theGulfof Mexico The shrimp season is opening the nesting
season is nearing and sea turtles are washing up dead You must take emergency action now


We look forward to a prompt response


Sincerely yours


LOLL
Teri Shore Christopher Pincetich PhD
Program Director Campaigner Marine Biologist
Turtle Island Restoration Network Sea Turtle Restoration Project







Re Schwaab control


Subject Re Schwaab control
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
Date Tue 03 May 2011 090311 0400
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC David Bern hartDavidBernhart@noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Barbara


Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov kim amendola kimamendola@noaagov
Lauren Batte Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov Heather Blough
Heather Blough@noaagov


Thanks Mike Roy has cleared this response HB


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Heather


Here is some draft language for consideration in a response to TIRN
from Mr Schwaab I am not clear who is going to finalize the letter
but they should be able to easily cut and paste what they ultimately
deem useful


Cheers
Mike


This is in reference to your April 4 2010 letter regarding the
recent sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico Let me assure you
that I share your concern regarding the elevated turtle strandings
reported in the Gulf of Mexico
First please allow me share with you the actions we have taken in
response to the sea turtle strandings Over the past month NOAA has
worked diligently to identify the cause or causes for these elevated
strandings NOAA veterinarians have conducted over 30 necropsies on
stranded sea turtles from the Mississippi Sound area to determine
causes of death Simultaneously we have investigated various
potential sources of mortality such as fishery activities dredge
operations as well as harmful algae blooms polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons or other toxic agents We have worked with the US


Coast Guard and state agencies to conduct patrols using both aircraft
and surface vessels to evaluate fishery effort in the area where sea
turtles have stranded particularly throughout Mississippi Sound
Additionally we have dispatched our own Gear Monitoring Team GMT to
conduct numerous turtle excluder device TED compliance evaluations
and TED workshops to improve TED performance within the shrimp
fishery Due to concerns regarding dredge operations the US Army
Corps of Engineers have recently implemented relocation trawlers in
conjunction with hopper dredging at Gulfport Mississippi These and


other efforts are ongoing in an attempt to reveal the causes for the
sea turtle strandings so that we may initiate an appropriate and
effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear
explanation into this sea turtle stranding event While the necropsy
results indicate a significant number of turtles likely perished due
to forced submergence the overall lack of fishery effort in the
subject area presents a dilemma Significant portions of Mississippi
Sound were closed to fishing during the stranding event and skimmer
trawls in particular have not been actively fishing in this area
Fishing effort in the open areas off Mississippi has been extremely
low ie 2 3 vessels due to poor shrimp catch rates The menhaden


fishery was inactive during the stranding event and only recently
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initiated operations There have been no takes reported by the hopper
dredges working at Gulfport that may indicate these activities may be
at least partially responsible for the elevated strandings No


harmful algae bloom or other toxic elements were found to be
contributory factors in the sea turtle mortalities
Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as
enforcement of TED requirements throughout the year Additionally
we are coordinating our efforts with the US Coast Guard Mississippi
Division of Marine Resources Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and
other state agencies We expect this increased monitoring and
enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp fishery to use and
effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and minimize sea turtle
mortality Should we observe a significant pulse in sea turtle
strandings that may be associated with the Mississippi or Texas shrimp
season we will determine the appropriate course of action to quickly
and effectively remedy the situation which may include a fishery
closure if necessary


Heather Blough heatherbloughanoaagov
Special Assistant to the Regional Administrator
NOAA Fisheries Service Southeast Region
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Re Fwd Mississippi TED compliance evaluation


Subject Re Fwd Mississippi TED compliance evaluation
From David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov
Date Tue 03 May 2011 140042 0400
To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnette@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov


I spoke to John Williams a few weeks ago He wanted us to send a rep to the member
meetings that they were planning in the various states John was to contact me with their
schedule when they firmed it up


Pascagoula has conducted and will be conducting some directed TED workshops for
fishermen Ive asked Mike to get a schedule of those so we can make sure the state
agencies and SSA know and are invited to attend


DB


Roy Crabtree wrote


David Where are we on meeting with SSA We need to impress them with the
seriousness of this issue and the need for the industry to clean up their act


Heather Blough wrote
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Re Fwd Mississippi TED compliance evaluation


for your discussion with Sam tomorrow


Original Message
SubjectMississippi TED compliance evaluation


DateMon 02 May 2011 120616 0400
FromMichael Barnette MichaelBarnettecanoaagov


OrganizationNOAA
ToDavid BernhartDavidBernhartAnoaagov


CCTracy Dunn TracyDunnAnoaagov Hal Robbins


HalRobbinsAnoaagov John Mitchell
JohnMitchell noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroederAnoaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrezAnoaa gov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffmanAnoaagov Duane Smith


DuaneSmithAnoaagov Jack H Forrester


JackHForresterAnoaagovRobert D Stevens
Robert D StevensAnoaa qov


I drafted this in a hurry due to other tasks I need to address
apologies in advance for the abrupt style of the attached report
Cheers
Mike
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Re Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall
From David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov
Date Wed 04 May 2011 155037 0400
To Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
CC Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Jeremy Rusin@noaagov Jim Lecky
JimLecky@noaagov Angela Somma AngelaSomma@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Michael Barnette


Michael Barnette@noaagovRobert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Kim


Amendola kimamendola@noaagov


Hi Helen


In addition to the Talking Points we sent earlier attached is a response that were using for
a regional control that came in Please use this if its helpful The last paragraph refers to
Texas also because of specific concerns from our correspondent That should be removed
for a more general response probably


DB


Helen Golde wrote


David I dont know if you are getting a lot of emailsletters like this Do you have a
standard response that you are putting together If not can you take a crack at one


Helen


Original Message
SubjectFwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


DateWed 04 May 2011 081525 0400
FromGloria Thompson GloriaThompsonAnoaagov
ToJim LeckyJimLeckyAnoaagov Helen Golde HelenGoldeaAnoaagov


Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroederanoaagov Angela Somma
AngelaSommaAnoaagov


FYI should a response be prepared I realize there is an email campaign going on


Original Message
SubjectFwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


DateTue 03 May 2011 195947 0400
FromDanielleRioux Danielle Riouxannoaagov
ToCarrie Selberg carrieselbergAnoaagov Gloria Thompson
GloriaThompsonaAnoaagov John OliverJohnOlivercrnoaagov
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Re Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


fyi
Cheers
Danielle


Danielle Rioux


Program Coordination Officer
Office of the Under Secretary
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration
1401 Constitution Ave NW Rm 5811
Washington DC 20230


Email DanielleRioux@noaagov
Work 202 482 1172
Cell 202 580 9940
Fax 202 482 4116


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108


Subject
FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


From Jane Lubchenco JaneLubchencoannoaagov


Date Thu 28 Apr 2011 173121 0400
To danielleriouxAnoaagov DanielleRiouxAnoaagov
ChristopherMeaneyAnoaagovChristopherMeaneyAnoaagov
publicConcernsTurtlesAnoaagov PublicConcernsTurtlesnanoaagov


To danielleriouxAnoaagov DanielleRiouxAnoaagov
Christopher MeaneyV noaagov ChristopherMeaneyAnoaagov
publicConcernsTurtlesanoaagov PublicConcernsTurtlesAnoaagov


From Aravinda Rao mailtovinda@famaprcom
Sent Thursday April 28 2011 224 PM
To janeIubchenco@noaagov
Subject A concerned citizen beating a brick wall
Importance High


Good afternoon Dr Lubchenco


First of all I have to commend you on having a truly courteous secretary She provided me with your
email address and took down my name and information without the slightest hint of levity
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Re Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


I called Senator Mark Begichsoffice and was met with no such courtesy and Id imagine that means
Im just wasting my effort


My name is Vinda Rao and Im a US citizen from Watertown Massachusetts Im writing on behalf of
endangered sea turtles the KempsRidley species in particular who are needlessly being killed by
Gulf Coast fishermen in Louisiana especially who thanks to their carelessness and unwillingness to
use simple turtle excluder devices TEDs There are no enforcement clauses on the record that would
compel them to use these lifesaving devices


Im in public relations Dr Lubchenco I understand how to smile and nod I also understand that I
wontget a personal reply to this message and that this legislation may never be enacted But its
worth my time to try to reach out to you and encourage you to make the use of TEDs by fishermen all
over America mandatory


Ive never been a fan of fishermen at least not in the US Over here its not about subsistence


farming none of the fishermen here need to catch a fish to feed their families Instead theyre
employed by conglomerates and will do whatever they can to make a buck including slaughtering
innocent animals I know they dontgive a damn about turtles or any other living creatures but
themselves Theresnothing you or I can do to help them grow a conscience The entire commercial
fishing industry is corrupt and just like BP got a kick out of burning turtles alive in oil slicks Im sure
these guys enjoy seeing an innocent creature squirm and suffocate until they die powerless against a
larger and less ethical animal that enjoys inflicting pain


Sea turtles have predated humans by hundreds of thousands of years but I dont doubt theyll all be
extinct within my lifetime and Im only 27 Its really kind of pathetic Im not some green behind the
ears environmental crusader dressed in hemp and protesting in front of a landfill I have a full time
job I pay my taxes and I vote


Im just ashamed to be part a society where beautiful kind peace loving creatures are tortured and
killed because North American fishermen are lazy hypocrites I used to love shrimp but I stopped
eating them a year ago when I realized how many turtles were dying thanks to the US shrimping
industry


I cant do anything to stop this Can you


Sincerely
Aravinda Rao


Aravinda Rao


Account Manager


fama PR
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Re Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


250 Northern Avenue


Boston MA 02210


6179865012


vindafamaprcom


Twitter @seriousvinda


IN Gulf sea turtle stranding concerns responsedoc
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This is in reference to your letter received on April 14 2011 regarding the recent sea turtle strandings in


the Gulf of Mexico Let me assure you that I share your concern regarding the elevated turtle strandings
reported in the Gulf of Mexico


First please allow me share with you the actions we have taken in response to the sea turtle strandings


Over the past month NOAA has worked diligently to identify the cause or causes for these elevated


strandings NOAA veterinarians have conducted over 30 necropsies on stranded sea turtles from the


Mississippi Sound area to determine causesof death Simultaneously we have investigated various
potential sources of mortality such as fishery activities dredge operations as well as harmful algae


blooms polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons or other toxic agents We have worked with the US Coast


Guard and various state agencies to conduct patrols using both aircraft and surface vessels to evaluate


fishery effort in the area where sea turtles have stranded particularly throughout Mississippi Sound


Additionally we have dispatched our own GearMonitoring Team GMT to conduct numerous turtle


excluder device TED compliance evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED performance within


the shrimp fishery Due to concerns regarding dredge operations the US Army Corps of Engineers has


recently implemented relocation trawlers in conjunction with hopper dredging at Gulfport Mississippi


These and other efforts are ongoing in an attempt to reveal the causesfor the sea turtle strandings so
that we may initiate an appropriate and effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear explanation into the Mississippi Sound area


sea turtle stranding event While the necropsy results indicate a significant number of turtles likely


perished due to forced submergence the overall lack of fishery effort in the subject area presents a


dilemma Significant portions of Mississippi Sound were closed to fishing during the stranding event and


skimmer trawls in particular have not been actively fishing in this area Fishing effort in the open areas


off Mississippi has been extremely lowie 23 vessels due to poor shrimp catch rates The menhaden


fishery was inactive during the stranding event and only recently initiated operations There have been


no takes reported by the hopper dredges working at Gulfport that may indicate these activities may be


at least partially responsible for the elevated strandings Based on necropsy results no harmful algae


bloom or other toxic elements were found to be contributory factors in any of the sea turtle mortalities


Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as enforcement of TED requirements


throughout the year Additionally we are coordinating our efforts with the US Coast Guard Mississippi


Division of Marine Resources Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and other state agencies We


expect this increased monitoring and enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp fishery to use and


effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and minimize sea turtle mortality Should we observe a


significant pulse in sea turtle strandings that may be associated with the Mississippi or Texas shrimp


season we will determine the appropriate course of action to quickly and effectively remedy the


situation which may include a fishery closure if necessary







Fwd Letters requesting response for emergency action to end Gulf se


Subject Fwd Letters requesting response for emergency action to end Gulf sea turtle
strandings
From Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov
Date Mon 09 May 2011 172528 0400
To Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov
CC David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagovHeather Blough
Heathar B l oug h@noaa gov


Linda Please control to PR thanks


Lettersrequesting response for emergency action to end Gulf sea turtle strandingseml


Subject Letters requesting response for emergency action to end Gulf sea turtle strandings
From Dr Chris Pincetich chris@tirnnet
Date Mon 09 May 2011 141405 0700
To HelenGolde@noaagov Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov David
BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagovJaneLubchenco@noaagov RoyCrabtree@noaagov
CC Todd Steiner tsteiner@tirn net Teri Shore tshore@tirnnet Carole Allen


Carole@seaturtlesorg bobking@begich senategov


Dear Dr Roy Crabtree


The enclosed letter details the current situation in the Gulf of Mexico where record numbers of


endangered sea turtles were found dead or dying on beaches in April Our continued requests
for increased protections for Gulf sea turtles from commercial fisheries and maximum
enforcement of Turtle Excluder Devices in the Gulf are also detailed A formal written
response and action is requested on or before June 16 2011


Additional copies of this letter are being faxed and mailed


Sincerely


Christopher Pincetich PhD
Campaigner Marine Biologist Sea Turtle Restoration Project
415 6638590 ext 102
PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA
Location 9255 Sir Francis Drake Blvd Olema CA 94950


Letters requesting response for emergency action to end Gulf sea turtle strandingseml


CrabtreeLtrAprilStrandingsBinder pdf


ICrabtreeLtrAprilStrandingsBinderpdfi
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PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 P 4156638590 F 4156639534
wwwSeaTurtlesorg wwwSpawnUSAorg wwwGotMercuryorg


May 9 2011


Dr Roy Crabtree
Southeast Regional Administrator
National Marine Fisheries Service


9721 Executive Center Drive North


St Petersburg Florida 33702


RE Response needed to request for emergency action t stop sea turtle strandings in the Gulf ofq g Y p g
Mexico


Dear Dr Crabtree


As of April 28 188 dead sea turtles were found dead or dying on the beaches along Louisiana
Mississippi and Alabama which is the highest number every recorded in a single month for sea
turtles found in this area since records began in 1986 Of the 188 sea turtles found 168 were
critically endangered Kempsridleys The average annual number of sea turtles found stranded
in these three Gulf States 19862009 is 97 or just under half the number found in 28 days last
month


The National Marine Fisheries Service NMFS declared an Unusual Mortality Event in mid
March when over 30 sea turtles stranded dead or dying in two weeks While we are aware that
federal and state investigators are working to determine causes of the sea turtle strandings no
new protections have been put in place for endangered sea turtles since the BP oil spill and no
formal written communications have been received regarding our ongoing actions by staff and
supporters as detailed below and enclosed for reference


1 July 14 2010 lawsuit for new Endangered Species Act ESA section 7 review of the
impacts of the Gulf of Mexico commercial shrimp trawl fleet to endangered sea turtles


2 November 11 2010 letter requesting Gulf skimmer trawl observer data and call for
mandatory Turtle Excluder Devices TEDs on all skimmer trawls


3 April 4 2011 petition letter for emergency action sent to Eric Schwaab
4 April 16 2011 emails sent from staff and supporters calling for increased enforcement of


TEDs


5 April 24 2011 phone calls to Congress and the office ofDr Jane Lubchenco from staff
and supporters urging increased enforcement of TEDs


6 April 28 2011 letter sent to Senator Begich Chairman of the Subcommittee on Oceans
Atmosphere Fisheries and Coast Guard


Additionally the following supporting evidence adds to our concerns and the urgent need for
new and increased regulatory and enforcement actions to modify current practices in the Gulf of
Mexico to protect sea turtles







May 9 2011 Response needed to requestfor emergency action to stop sea turtle strandings in the GulfofMexico


1 Estimates calculated earlier this year by NMFS SEFSC show Gulf of Mexico commercial
shrimping killed5365 sea turtles in 2009 with an estimated4168 critically endangered
Kempsridley sea turtles killed


2 Louisiana state law prohibits local law enforcement from enforcing federal TEDs laws
3 The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries reported on May 2 2011 that


skimmer trawls which do not have TEDs were operating illegally in closed areas during
the time the increased sea turtle strandings occurred


It is unacceptable that NMFS has not provided a formal response to our requests for action and
continues to delay any actions on protecting sea turtles from threats to their survival and
recovery in the Gulf of Mexico The shrimping seasons are opening the sea turtle nesting season
has just begun and sea turtles are washing up dead in record numbers You must take emergency
action now


We look forward to a prompt response


Sincerely yours


Christopher Pincetich PhD Teri Shore


Campaigner Marine Biologist Program Director
Sea Turtle Restoration Project Turtle Island Restoration Network


CC fax


Senator Mark Begich
Senator Diane Feinstien


Senator Barbara Boxer


CC email


Jane Lubchenco NOAA Administrator
Erica Schwaab NMFS Assistant Administrator for Fisheries


Helen Golde Deputy Director NMFS Office of Protected Resources
David Bernhart Fishery Management Officer NMFS Office of Protected Resources
Barbara Schroeder NMFS Sea Turtle Coordinator


Enclosures


1 Graphs depicting sea turtle strandings m the Gulfof Mexico
2 November 11 2010 Letter to David Bernhart requesting observer and sea turtle bycatch


data from skimmers trawls and expressing concerns that they lack TEDs
3 April 4 2011 Petition letter to Eric Schwaab requesting emergency action to stop


increased strandings and require TEDs on skimmer trawls
4 April 28 2011 Letter to Senator Mark Begich and Oceans Subcommittee requesting


action to ensure maximum enforcement of TEDs by Gulfof Mexico shrimpers
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November 11 2010


David Bernhart Assistant Regional Administrator
Office ofProtected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


1315 EastWest Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910


Re Sea Turtle Bycatch and Observer Data for Skimmer Trawls


Dear Dr Bemhart


Thank you for your recent assistance in my ongoing research on the Gulf of Mexico commercial
shrimping operations for the Sea Turtle Restoration Project STRP Your responses to my
questions have been helpful in understanding the status of bycatch monitoring in the commercial
shrimp fishery


We understand that NMFS has been compiling sea turtle and general bycatch data in the shrimp
fishery since 1992 and that observer coverage on shrimp vessels has been mandatory since 2006
The observer reports provide important information and clues as to why and how many sea
turtles continue to interact with the shrimp fishery STRP appreciates this effort and your recent
attention to the skimmer trawl fleet which remains exempt from Turtle Excluder Device TED
laws


Given the added harm to sea turtles and their habitat in the Gulf as a result of the Deepwater
HorizonBritish Petroleum oil spill the need to understand and reduce threats to sea turtle
populations from the commercial shrimp fleet is more urgent than ever With this in mind STRP
urges you to release any and all skimmer trawl observer reports and any documentation of sea
turtle bycatch in the Gulf and Atlantic skimmer fleets to STRP and the public on or before
December 31 2010 We also seek the immediate release of all recent observer reports and
documentation of sea turtle bycatch from the entire shrimp trawl fleet from all gear types
including otter trawls


STRP is extremely concemed with the increasing size of the skimmer trawl fleet in the Gulf and
the singular reliance on tow times as the only protective measure for sea turtles encountered by
them Skimmer trawls began shrimping in the Gulf of Mexico in the 1980s and the fleet has
grown rapidly because these vessels are exempt from TEDs laws Thousands of commercial
shrimpers are using skimmer trawls in the Gulf none are using TEDs and all are a direct threat
to the health and survival of threatened and endangered sea turtles







Re Sea Turtle Bycatch and Observer Data for Skimmer Trawls


All staff at STRP wish to work with you to improve sea turtle protections in the Gulf of Mexico
Recently Barbara Schroeder NOAA Fisheries National Sea Turtle Coordinator was quoted in
the NOAA online article NOAA Joins Forces with Partners to Protect Sea Turtles in Face ofOil
Spill saying We must redouble our efforts to address the most significant human threats to the
sea turtles of the Gulf of Mexico and their habitat to put these animals back on a more secure
path to recovery We share this goal and believe that the release of the skimmer trawl and
shrimp fleet bycatch and observer data will help us all achieve it


I look forward to a complete response to this request for skimmer trawl observer and bycatch
information STRP is committed to obtaining this vital information Please advise if you will be
able to respond to this request or if it would be more timely or appropriate to make this request
through the Freedom of Information Act


Sincerely


Christopher Pincetich PhD
Sea Turtle Restoration Project


CC Sheryan Epperly Jim Nance
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April 4 2011


Mr Eric C Schwaab


Assistant Administrator for Fisheries


NOAA Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring MD 20910


RE Petition for Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in Gulf of Mexico


Dear Mr Eric Schwaab


Please accept this letter as a formal petition by Turtle Island Restoration Network to National
Marine Fisheries Service to take emergency actions including those specified below to protect
sea turtles and halt the spike of sea turtle deaths in the Gulfof Mexico


Since March 15 at least 40 dead sea turtles have been found on Mississippi beaches 4 in
Alabama 3 in Louisiana and 26 on Texas beaches Most were critically endangered Kemps
ridleys The combination of the harm from last years BP oil spill remaining oil in the water and
on beaches remnant chemical dispersant degradation of habitat and prey species and ongoing
shrimp and other fishing pressure require that immediate measures be taken to protect
endangered and threatened sea turtles and ensure their survival and recovery


However nearly a year since the BP oil spill and the decline in nesting Kempsridleys and
loggerheads in 2010 no new sea turtle onthewater have been put in place by your agencies to
ensure their survival and recovery


STRP is calling on National Marine Fisheries Service and Gulf states to
1 Take emergency action to halt or restrict the Gulf shrimp season until the current sea turtle


standings are investigated findings made public and actions taken to remedy the problem
2 Issue an emergency regulation or interim rule to require Turtle Excluder Devices TEDs on


all skimmer trawls


3 Immediately increase enforcement of TEDs use on all shrimp trawls
4 Immediately increase observer coverage on all shrimp vessels


TIRN also seeks the immediate release of findings to date of the Endangered Species Act Section
7 Reinitiation of Consultation on Sea Turtle Conservation Regulations and Fishery Management
Plan for Shrimp Trawling in the Gulf of Mexico Our organization filed a 60Day Notice of







Petitionfor Emergency Actions to Halt Sea Turtle Deaths in GulfofMexico


Intent to sue on July 14 2010 to reinitiate consultation NMFS indicated that it had done so
However we have yet to see any response or actions as a result of this ESA action


TIRN has also repeatedly requested the release of skimmer trawl bycatch data and for NMFS to
immediately require the use of TEDs on these vessels In public and private statements NMFS
has acknowledged that skimmer trawls were a potential threat to sea turtles due to bycatch Yet
no action has been taken


It is unacceptable that NMFS continues to delay any actions on protecting sea turtles from threats
to their survival and recovery in the Gulf of Mexico The shrimp season is opening the nesting
season is nearing and sea turtles are washing up dead You must take emergency action now


We look forward to a prompt response


Sincerely yours


Teri Shore Christopher Pincetich PhD
Program Director Campaigner Marine Biologist
Turtle Island Restoration Network Sea Turtle Restoration Project
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April 28 2011


The Honorable Mark Begich
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Oceans Atmosphere Fisheries and Coast Guard
United States Senate


Washington DC 20510


Re Need for National Marine Fisheries Service and US Coast Guard to Send Maximum


Law Enforcement to Monitor Gulf of Mexico Shrimp Trawl Fishery in Response to
Unusually High Numbers of Sea Turtles Washing Up Dead


Dear Chairman Begich and Subcommittee Members


Turtle Island Restoration Network and its 35000 members and supporters are writing to ask
for your immediate assistance in directing National Marine Fisheries Service NMFS and the
US Coast Guard to take emergency action and send the maximum number of trained federal
law enforcement officers available to the Gulf of Mexico to ensure full compliance by the
commercial shrimp trawl fleet with Turtle Excluder Device laws It is urgent that NMFS and the
Coast Guard act to halt the unusually high number of endangered and threatened sea turtles that
are now washing up dead and dying on Gulf shores


Since March 15 2011 more than 258 threatened and endangered sea turtles have been
found stranded dead along the coasts of Alabama Louisiana and Mississippi This compares to
the average of 150 sea turtles found stranded during a typical year in the entire Gulfof Mexico
The New York Times recently published a video story about the large number of sea turtles now
dying in the Gulf in which NMFS Sea Turtle Coordinator Barbara Schroeder said that the
unusual mortality event was most likely due to captures and drowning as bycatch in shrimp
trawl nets Seehttpvideonytimescomvideo20110419us100000000782274the sea turtles
plighthtmlnltodaysheadlinesemcthab1


Despite national media coverage and numerous calls to action NMFS has failed to deploy
adequate law enforcement to patrol the Gulf shrimp trawl fleets or take any other emergency
measures to end this unusual mortality event


Sending the maximum available number of trained federal law enforcement officers to
waters where high sea turtle strandings have occurred particularly Louisiana would be the most
important action to take now to stop the rash of turtle strandings


The cause of the current problem is almost certainly a lack of enforcement ofUS laws
requiring Turtle Excluder Devices TEDs in shrimp trawl nets particularly in the state waters of
Louisiana where they have never been enforced


Skimmer trawls that operate in Louisiana are also exempt from TEDs laws even though
there is evidence that these vessels are taking endangered sea turtles as bycatch Capture in
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shrimp trawls as bycatch remains the highest cause of sea turtle mortality from human activities
in the US See httpwwwseaturtlesorgarticlephpid1924


Please find attached the letter that Turtle Island Restoration Network sent to Assistant


Administrator Eric Schwaab on April 4 2011 So far we have received no written response or
confirmation of action from NMFS though the strandings continue and are likely to spike again
as the shrimp season continues to open across the Gulf in coming months


Our organization is very concerned that given the loss of sea turtles during the BP Oil spill
last year combined with the impacts from the shrimp fleet and other human activities in the
Gulf that NMFS is violating the Endangered Species Act ESA with its inaction on the current
sea turtle stranding event


All species of sea turtles that inhabit US waters are listed as threatened or endangered
under the ESA The Kempsridley is the most critically endangered and is the species that is
being found dead on Gulf beaches in the greatest numbers This species remains in danger of
extinction despite a slow growth in population over the past 30 years Last year the number of
nesting turtles declined for the first time in more than a decade as the BP Oil spill oiled waters
and nesting beaches


Turtle Island Restoration Network is now turning to you as the Chairman of the Senate
Subcommittee that oversees National Marine Fisheries Service and the US Coast Guard to seek


immediate action to protect the sea turtles of the Gulf of Mexico given the lack of response so
far


Please note that our organization is asking our members to call your office in the next few
days to demonstrate the widespread concern about the sea turtle strandings from people across
the US


We also hope that you may consider holding a Congressional hearing on the current sea
turtle strandings and to query NMFS on its plans for protecting sea turtles from further harm as
the nesting season gets underway and shrimping gears up throughout the Gulf of Mexico in June
and July One year after the BP oil spill the longterm survival of sea turtles in the Gulf remains
at great risk due to lack of enforcement of existing laws and because no new protections have
been implemented


Sincerely yours


Teri Shore Program Director tshore@tirnnet


Chris Pincetich PhDchris@tirnnet


Carole Allen Gulf Director carole@seaturtlesorg


Cc Subcommittee members Senators Daniel Inouye John Kerry Bill Nelson Maria Cantwell
Frank Lautenberg Amy Klobuchar and Mark Warner
California Senators Diane Feinstein and Barbara Boxer
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Re Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


Subject Re Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall
From Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov
Date Mon 09 May 2011 173643 0400
To David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroeder@noaagov Alexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez@noaagov JeremyRusin@noaagov Jim Lecky
JimLecky@noaagov Angela Somma AngelaSomma@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov RoyCrabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnette@noaagov Robert Hoffman RobertHoffman@noaagov Kim


Amendola kimamendola@noaagov


It might be best if a response to this email came from you all some version of your attached
letter makes sense to me It can reference her email to Dr L
What do you think


David Bernhart wrote


Hi Helen


In addition to the Talking Points we sent earlier attached is a response that were
using for a regional control that came in Please use this if its helpful The last
paragraph refers to Texas also because of specific concerns from our correspondent
That should be removed for a more general response probably


DB


Helen Golde wrote


David I dont know if you are getting a lot of emailsletters like this Do you
have a standard response that you are putting together If not can you take a
crack at one


Helen


Original Message
SubjectFwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


DateWed 04 May 2011 081525 0400
FromGloria Thompson GloriaThompsonanoaagov
ToJim LeckyJimLeckyPnoaagov Helen Golde


HelenGoldeAnoaagovBarbara Schroeder
BarbaraSchroederanoaagov Angela Somma
AngelaSommaAnoaagov


FYI should a response be prepared I realize there is an email campaign
going on
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Re Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


Original Message
SubjectFwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


DateTue 03 May 2011 195947 0400
FromDanielleRiouxDanielleRiouxAnoaagov
ToCarrie Selberg carrieselberganoaagov Gloria Thompson
GloriaThompsonAnoaagov John OliverJohnOliverAnoaagov


fyi
Cheers
Danielle


Danielle Rioux


Program Coordination Officer
Office of the Under Secretary
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration
1401 Constitution Ave NW Rm 5811


Washington DC 20230


Email DanielleRioux@noaagov
Work 202 482 1172
Cell 202 580 9940
Fax 202 4824116


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


3017132332 x 108


Subject
FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


From


Jane LubchencoJaneLubchencoanoaagov
Date


Thu 28 Apr 2011 173121 0400
To danielleriouxAnoaagovDanielleRiouxaAnoaagov
ChristopherMeaney ChristopherMeaneyAnoaagov
publicConcerns TurtlesAnoaagovPublicConcernsTurtlesanoaagov


To mdanielleriouxanoaagov DanielleRiouxanoaagov
ChristopherMeaneyanoaagovChristopherMeaneyAnoaagov
publicConcernsTurtlesAnoaagov PublicConcernsTurtlesAnoaagov
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Re Fwd Fwd Fwd FW A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


From Aravinda Rao mailtovinda@famaprcom
Sent Thursday April 28 2011 224 PM
To janelubchenco@noaagov
Subject A concerned citizen beatinga brick wall
Importance High


Good afternoon Dr Lubchenco


First of all I have to commend you on having a truly courteous secretary She provided me with
your email address and took down my name and information without the slightest hint of
levity


I called Senator Mark Begichsoffice and was met with no such courtesy and Id imagine that
means Im just wasting my effort


My name is Vinda Rao and Im a US citizen from Watertown Massachusetts Im writing on
behalf of endangered sea turtles the KempsRidley species in particular who are needlessly
being killed by Gulf Coast fishermen in Louisiana especially who thanks to their carelessness


and unwillingness to use simple turtle excluder devices TEDs There are no enforcement
clauses on the record that would compel them to use these lifesaving devices


Im in public relations Dr Lubchenco I understand how to smile and nod I also understand
that I wontget a personal reply to this message and that this legislation may never be enacted
But its worth my time to try to reach out to you and encourage you to make the use of TEDs by
fishermen all over America mandatory


Ive never been a fan of fishermen at least not in the US Over here its not about subsistence


farming none of the fishermen here need to catch a fish to feed their families Instead theyre
employed by conglomerates and will do whatever they can to make a buck including
slaughtering innocent animals I know they dontgive a damn about turtles or any other living
creatures but themselves Theresnothing you or I can do to help them grow a conscience The
entire commercial fishing industry is corrupt and just like BP got a kick out of burning turtles
alive in oil slicks Im sure these guysenjoy seeing an innocent creature squirm and suffocate
until they die powerless against a larger and less ethical animal that enjoys inflicting pain


Sea turtles have predated humans by hundreds of thousands of years but I dont doubt theyll
all be extinct within my lifetime and Im only 27 Its really kind of pathetic Im not some green
behind the ears environmental crusader dressed in hemp and protesting in front of a landfill I
have a full time job I pay my taxes and I vote


Im just ashamed to be part a society where beautiful kind peace loving creatures are tortured
and killed because North American fishermen are lazy hypocrites I used to love shrimp but I
stopped eating them a year ago when I realized how many turtles were dying thanks to the US
shrimping industry


I cantdo anything to stop this Can you


Sincerely
Aravinda Rao
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Re Fwd Fwd Fwd A concerned citizen beating a brick wall


Aravinda Rao


Account Manager


fama PR


250 Northern Avenue


Boston MA 02210


6179865012


vindafamaprcom


Twitter @seriousvinda


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources
NOAA Fisheries Service


301 7132332 x 108
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Re Schwaab control


Subject Re Schwaab control
From Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
Date Wed 11 May 2011 091007 0400
To David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


I forwarded to HB I was not sure of the proper procedure routing since all I
got was a forwarded email


Michael C Barnette


On May 11 2011 at 850 AM David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov wrote


Mike


Did you ever transmit this to FPR Abbie just told me they dont think they
have this control Either way will you please make sure theyve got this and
are working on it
DB


Heather Blough wrote


Thanks Mike Roy has cleared this response HB


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Heather


Here is some draft language for consideration in a response to TIRN from
Mr Schwaab I am not clear who is going to finalize the letter but they
should be able to easily cut and paste what they ultimately deem useful
Cheers
Mike


This is in reference to your April 4 2010 letter regarding the recent sea
turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico Let me assure you that I share
your concern regarding the elevated turtle strandings reported in the Gulf
of Mexico


First please allow me share with you the actions we have taken in response
to the sea turtle strandings Over the past month NOAA has worked
diligently to identify the cause or causes for these elevated strandings
NOAA veterinarians have conducted over 30 necropsies on stranded sea
turtles from the Mississippi Sound area to determine causes of death
Simultaneously we have investigated various potential sources of
mortality such as fishery activities dredge operations as well as
harmful algae blooms polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons or other toxic
agents We have worked with the US Coast Guard and state agencies to
conduct patrols using both aircraft and surface vessels to evaluate fishery
effort in the area where sea turtles have stranded particularly throughout
Mississippi Sound Additionally we have dispatched our own Gear
Monitoring Team GMT to conduct numerous turtle excluder device TED
compliance evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED performance within
the shrimp fishery Due to concerns regarding dredge operations the US
Army Corps of Engineers have recently implemented relocation trawlers in
conjunction with hopper dredging at Gulfport Mississippi These and other


efforts are ongoing in an attempt to reveal the causes for the sea turtle
strandings so that we may initiate an appropriate and effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear explanation
into this sea turtle stranding event While the necropsy results indicate
a significant number of turtles likely perished due to forced submergence
the overall lack of fishery effort in the subject area presents a dilemma
Significant portions of Mississippi Sound were closed to fishing during the
stranding event and skimmer trawls in particular have not been actively
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Re Schwaab control


fishing in this area Fishing effort in the open areas off Mississippi has
been extremely low ie 2 3 vessels due to poor shrimp catch rates The


menhaden fishery was inactive during the stranding event and only recently
initiated operations There have been no takes reported by the hopper
dredges working atGulfport that may indicate these activities may be at
least partially responsible for the elevated strandings No harmful algae
bloom or other toxic elements were found to be contributory factors in the
sea turtle mortalities


Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as enforcement
of TED requirements throughout the year Additionally we are
coordinating our efforts with the US Coast Guard Mississippi Division of
Marine Resources Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and other state
agencies We expect this increased monitoring and enforcement activity
will encourage the shrimp fishery to use and effectively maintain their
TEDs to prevent and minimize sea turtle mortality Should we observe a


significant pulse in sea turtle strandings that may be associated with the
Mississippi or Texas shrimp season we will determine the appropriate
course of action to quickly and effectively remedy the situation which may
include a fishery closure if necessary
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Re Schwaab control


Subject Re Schwaab control
From David Bern hart DavidBernhart@noaagov
Date Wed 11 May 2011 0920230400
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov


Well will you make sure theyve got it and understand this was our suggested language
DB


Michael Barnette wrote


I forwarded to HB I was not sure of the proper procedure routing since all
I got was a forwarded email


Michael C Barnette


On May 11 2011 at 850 AM David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov wrote


Mike


Did you ever transmit this to FPR Abbie just told me they dont
think they have this control Either way will you please make sure
theyve got this and are working on it


DB


Heather Blough wrote


Thanks Mike Roy has cleared this response HB


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Heather


i Here is some draft language for consideration in a response
i to TIRN from Mr Schwaab I am not clear who is going to


finalize the letter but they should be able to easily cut
i and paste what they ultimately deem useful


Cheers
Mike g


This is in reference to your April 4 2010 letter regarding
k the recent sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico Let


me assure you that I share your concern regarding the
elevated turtle strandings reported in the Gulf of Mexico
First please allow me share with you the actions we have
taken in response to the sea turtle strandings Over the


past month NOAA has worked diligently to identify the cause
or causes for these elevated strandings NOAA veterinarians


have conducted over 30 necropsies on stranded sea turtles


ifrom the Mississippi Sound area to determine causes of
death Simultaneously we have investigated various
potential sources of mortality such as fishery activities
dredge operations as well as harmful algae blooms
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Re Schwaab control


polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons or other toxic agents We


have worked with the US Coast Guard and state agencies to
conduct patrols using both aircraft and surface vessels to
evaluate fishery effort in the area where sea turtles have
stranded particularly throughout Mississippi Sound
Additionally we have dispatched our own Gear Monitoring Team
GMT to conduct numerous turtle excluder device TED


compliance evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED perfo
rmance within the shrimp fishery Due to concerns regarding
dredge operations the US Army Corps of Engineers have


B recently implemented relocation trawlers in conjunction with
hopper dredging at Gulfport Mississippi These and other


I efforts are ongoing in an attempt to reveal the causes for
1 the sea turtle strandings so that we may initiate an
i appropriate and effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear
explanation into this sea turtle stranding event While the
necropsy results indicate a significant number of turtles
likely perished due to forced submergence the overall lack
of fishery effort in the subject area presents a dilemma
Significant portions of Mississippi Sound were closed to
fishing during the stranding event and skimmer trawls in
particular have not been actively fishing in this area
Fishing effort in the open areas off Mississippi has been
extremely low ie 2 3 vessels due to poor shrimp catch


1 rates The menhaden fishery was inactive during the
stranding event and only recently initiated operations


1 There have been no takes reported by the hopper dredges
working at Gulfport that may indicate these activities may be
at least partially responsible for the elevated strandings
No harmful algae bloom or other toxic elements were found to
be contributory factors in the sea turtle mortalitie
s


1


Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as


1 enforcement of TED requirements throughout the year
Additionally we are coordinating our efforts with the US


I Coast Guard Mississippi Division of Marine Resources Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department and other state agencies We


I expect this increased monitoring and enforcement activity
will encourage the shrimp fishery to use and effectively
maintain their TEDs to prevent and minimize sea turtle
mortality Should we observe a significant pulse in sea
turtle strandings that may be associated with the Mississippi


1 or Texas shrimp season we will determine the appropriate
course of action to quickly and effectively remedy the


t situation which may include a fishery closure if necessary
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Re Fwd Re Schwaabcontrol 30014


Subject Re Fwd Re Schwaab control 30014
From Jeremy Rusin JeremyRusin@noaagov
Date Wed 11 May 2011 114151 0400
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@noaagov
CC Abbie Mimiko AbbieMimiko@noaagov DeAngela Ali DeAngelaAli@noaagov
David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Heather Blough
Heather Bloug h@noaagov


Thanks Mike Let me look into this but based on your email it looks
like we have what we need Sorry for the confusion


Jeremy


Jeremy D Rusin
Acting Chief
Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Conservation Division FPR2
Office of Protected Resources


National Marine Fisheries Service


1315 East West Highway 13th Floor
Silver Spring Maryland 20910


voice 301 713 2322 ext 101


fax 301 713 4060


http wwwnmfsnoaagovpr


On 5112011 1132 AM Michael Barnette wrote
Hi


A few weeks ago I was asked to provide language for the subject
Schwaab control The language was provided via e mail on May 3 to the
recipients listed below I was told this morning that this response
has not been sent out and the language may have never been received
by the appropriate staff I tracked down an e mail from April 8 on
this subject that you all were cced on I am simply trying to see
what the status of this controlled response is and if necessary get
the needed language to the appropriate staff there in HQ Can you
please let me know the status of this control
Thanks in advance


Cheers
Mike


Original Message
Subject Re Schwaab control


Date Tue 03 May 2011 090311 0400
From Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
To Michael Barnette MichaelBarnette@ noaagov
CC David Bernhart DavidBernhart @noaagov Robert Hoffman


RobertHoffman @noaagov Alexis Gutierrez
AlexisGutierrez@noaagov Barbara Schroeder


BarbaraSchroeder @noaagov John Mitchell JohnMitchell@noaagov
Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov kim amendola


kimamendola@noaagov Lauren Batte Lugo LaurenBLugo@noaagov
Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov
References 4DBF26A54070700@noaagov
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Re Fwd Re Schwaab control 30014


Thanks Mike Roy has cleared this response HB


Michael Barnette wrote


Hi Heather


Here is some draft language for consideration in a response to TIRN
from Mr Schwaab I am not clear who is going to finalize the
letter but they should be able to easily cut and paste what they
ultimately deem useful
Cheers
Mike


This is in reference to your April 4 2010 letter regarding the
recent sea turtle strandings in the Gulf of Mexico Let me assure


you that I share your concern regarding the elevated turtle
strandings reported in the Gulf of Mexico
First please allow me share with you the actions we have taken in
response to the sea turtle strandings Over the past month NOAA has
worked diligently to identify the cause or causes for these elevated
strandings NOAA veterinarians have conducted over 30 necropsies on
stranded sea turtles from the Mississippi Sound area to determine
causes of death Simultaneously we have investigated various
potential sources of mortality such as fishery activities dredge
operations as well as harmful algae blooms polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons or other toxic agents We have worked with the US


Coast Guard and state agencies to conduct patrols using both aircraft
and surface vessels to evaluate fishery effort in the area where sea
turtles have stranded particularly throughout Mississippi Sound
Additionally we have dispatched our own Gear MonitoringTeam GMT
to conduct numerous turtle excluder device TED compliance
evaluations and TED workshops to improve TED performance within the
shrimp fishery Due to concerns regarding dredge operations the
US Army Corps of Engineers have recently implemented relocation
trawlers in conjunction with hopper dredging at Gulfport
Mississippi These and other efforts are ongoing in an attempt to
reveal the causes for the sea turtle strandings so that we may
initiate an appropriate and effective response


Unfortunately our efforts to date have not yielded a clear
explanation into this sea turtle stranding event While the necropsy
results indicate a significant number of turtles likely perished due
to forced submergence the overall lack of fishery effort in the
subject area presents a dilemma Significant portions of Mississippi
Sound were closed to fishing during the stranding event and skimmer
trawls in particular have not been actively fishing in this area
Fishing effort in the open areas off Mississippi has been extremely
low ie 23 vessels due to poor shrimp catch rates The menhaden


fishery was inactive during the stranding event and only recently
initiated operations There have been no takes reported by the
hopper dredges working at Gulfport that may indicate these activities
may be at least partially responsible for the elevated strandings
No harmful algae bloom or other toxic elements were found to be
contributory factors in the sea turtle mortalities
Regardless we plan on continuing our GMT efforts as well as
enforcement of TED requirements throughout the year Additionally
we are coordinating our efforts with the US Coast Guard
Mississippi Division of Marine Resources Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department and other state agencies We expect this increased
monitoring and enforcement activity will encourage the shrimp fishery
to use and effectively maintain their TEDs to prevent and minimize
sea turtle mortality Should we observe a significant pulse in sea
turtle strandings that may be associated with the Mississippi or
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Re Fwd Re Schwaab control 30014


Texas shrimp season we will determine the appropriate course of
action to quickly and effectively remedy the situation which may
include a fishery closure if necessary
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Fwd Re Fwd Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and e


Subject Fwd Re Fwd Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement
From David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov
Date Fri 13 May 2011 122626 0400
To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Heather Blough
HeatherBlough@noaagov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov Hal Robbins


HalRobbins@noaagov


FYI Possibility of a call with Sen Begichsoffice this afternoon regarding the TIRN letters
DB


Original Message
SubjectRe Fwd Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement


DateFri 13 May 2011 115719 0400
FromBrianne Smith BrianneSmithanoaagov


ToHelen Golde HelenGoldeV noaagov
CCJim Lecky JimLecky noaagov Amanda Keledjian
AmandaKelediianAnoaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrezanoaagov David BernhartDavidBernhartanoaagov
Wendy Teas WendyTeascrnoaagov Sheryan Epperly
SheryanEpperlyanoaagov Jim BohnsackJimBohnsackaAnoaagov
Lisa DesfosseLisaDesfosseanoaagov Alan Risenhoover


AlanRisenhooverAnoaagov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnetteAnoaagov
References4DCD2EB1 9050302 as noaagov4DCD53857030808Anoaagov


Thanks Helen I just left a message for Rob indicating that you are available today if
necessary but that you feel it would be better if we waited until Monday Ill let you know
what I hear


Brianne


Helen Golde wrote


Brianne I can do 2 pm today but for this to be a meaningful conversation I really
think that we need regionalcenter staff sea turtle stranding network and
enforcement folks Possibly also the gear folks from Pascagoula It would be better if
we could wait until Monday and could get all of the right people pulled together and
figure out a clear message I think it will be pretty discombobulated if we do it in two
hours If we need to do it today I have ccd a bunch of folks could someone forward
to the right folks on gear team and SER enforcement


Helen


Brianne Smith wrote


IJim and Helen


1 of 3







Fwd Re Fwd Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and e


Please see the email chain below Sen Begichsoffice has asked if NMFS
would be available to have a call today regarding the sea turtle strandings in the
Gulf and enforcement issues


The Sea Turtle Restoration Project and Turtle Island Restoration Network have
written to Seri Begich on the issue see attached letter


Theyve suggested 2pm today Are either of you available either at 2pm or if
not another time today


Thanks
Brianne


Subject
Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement


From


Robert MollerRobertMollerAnoaagov
Date


Fri 13 May 2011 090044 0400
To Brianne Smith BrianneSmithAnoaagov
To Brianne Smith BrianneSmithAnoaagov


Hi Brianne


Any chance that some folks from Protected Resources can get on the phone with Begichs
office to bring them up to speed on this They suggested2OOpm


Thanks


Rob


Original Message
SubjectFW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement


DateThu 12 May 2011 135138 0400
FromKing Bob Begich Bob Kinqabegichsenategov
ToRobert MollerRobertMollerAnoaagov


Rob


I forwarded this to the subcommittee staff but do you have any info on this turtle issue and the
enforcement issues they raise Thanks


Bob
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From Dr Chris Pincetich mailtochris@tirnnet
Sent Thursday May 12 2011 117 PM
To King Bob Begich
Subject Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement


Mr King


I have been trying to reach you all week and hope we can connect soon to discuss the
letters and phone calls to your office all requesting increased involvement to ensure
maximum fisheries law enforcement in the Gulf of Mexico where record numbers of
endangered sea turtles have been killed in the last 2 months


Please call or reply today


Best regards


Chris


Christopher Pincetich PhD
Campaigner Marine Biologist Sea Turtle Restoration Project
415 6638590 ext 102
PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA
Location 9255 Sir Francis Drake Blvd Olema CA 94950
Visit the STRP Action Center to help with all current campaigns
Join the SeaTurtle Restoration Project on Facebook Causes


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources
NOAA Fisheries Service


3017132332 x 108
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Subject Re Fwd Re Fwd Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and
enforcement
From Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov
Date Fri 13 May 2011 124303 0400
To David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Tracy Dunn TracyDunn@noaagov
Hal Robbins HalRobbins@noaagov


Let me know if this happens We can do this from my office


David Bernhart wrote


FYI Possibility of a call with Sen Begichsoffice this afternoon regarding the TIRN
letters


DB


Original Message
SubjectRe Fwd Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and


enforcement
DateFri 13 May 2011 115719 0400
FromBrianne Smith BrianneSmithAnoaagov
ToHelen GoldeHelenGoldeAnoaagov
CCJim LeckyJimLeckyAnoaagovAmanda Keledjian
AmandaKeledjianAnoaagov Alexis Gutierrez


AlexisGutierrezanoaagov David Bernhart
DavidBernhartAnoaagov Wendy Teas WendyTeasannoaagov
Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperIyAnoaagov Jim Bohnsack


JimBohnsackAnoaagov Lisa DesfosseLisaDesfosseAnoaagov
Alan RisenhooverAlanRisenhooveranoaagov Michael Barnette


Mich ael BarnetteAn oaaq ov
References4DCD2EB19050302anoaagov4DCD53857030808Anoaagov


Thanks Helen I just left a message for Rob indicating that you are available today if
necessary but that you feel it would be better if we waited until Monday Ill let you
know what I hear


Brianne


Helen Golde wrote


Brianne I can do 2 pm today but for this to be a meaningful conversation I
really think that we need regional center staff sea turtle stranding network and
enforcement folks Possibly also the gear folks from Pascagoula It would be
better if we could wait until Monday and could get all of the right people pulled
together and figure out a clear message I think it will be pretty discombobulated
if we do it in two hours If we need to do it today I have ccd a bunch of folks
could someone forward to the right folks on gear team and SER enforcement
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Helen


Brianne Smith wrote


Jim and Helen


Please see the email chain below Sen Begichsoffice has asked if NMFS
would be available to have a call today regarding the sea turtle strandings
in the Gulf and enforcement issues


The Sea Turtle Restoration Project and Turtle Island Restoration Network
have written to Sen Begich on the issue see attached letter


Theyve suggested 2pm today Are either of you available either at 2pm or
if not another time today


Thanks
Brianne


Subject


Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement
From


Robert MollerRobertMollerAnoaagov
Date


Fri 13 May 2011 090044 0400
To


Brianne Smith BrianneSmithAnoaagov
To


Brianne Smith BrianneSmithAnoaagov


Hi Brianne


Any chance that some folks from Protected Resources can get on the phone with
Begichsoffice to bring them up to speed on this They suggested2OOpm


Thanks


Rob


Original Message
SubjectFW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement


DateThu 12 May 2011 135138 0400
FromKing Bob Begich Bob Kinqabegichsenategov
ToRobert MollerRobertMollerAnoaagov
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Rob


I forwarded this to the subcommittee staff but do you have any info on this turtle issue
and the enforcement issues they raise Thanks


Bob


From Dr Chris Pincetich maiitochrisatirnnet
Sent Thursday May 12 2011 117 PM
To King Bob Begich
Subject Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement


Mr King


I have been trying to reach you all week and hope we can connect soon to discuss
the letters and phone calls to your office all requesting increased involvement to
ensure maximum fisheries law enforcement in the Gulf of Mexico where record
numbers of endangered sea turtles have been killed in the last 2 months


Please call or reply today


Best regards


Chris


Christopher Pincetich PhD
Campaigner Marine Biologist Sea Turtle Restoration Project


415 663 ext 102
PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA
Location 9255 Sir Francis Drake Blvd Olema CA 94950
Visit the STRP Action Center to help with all current campaigns
Join the Sea Turtle Restoration Project on FacebookCauses


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108
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Subject Fwd Re Fwd Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement
From Brianne Smith BrianneSmith@noaagov
Date Fri 13 May 2011 154606 0400
To Roy Crabtree RoyCrabtree@noaagov Buck Sutter BuckSutter@noaagov
Bonnie Ponwith BonniePonwith@noaagov Theo Brainerd TheoBrainerd@noaagov
CC Heather Blough HeatherBlough@noaagov Lauren B Lugo
LaurenBLugo@noaagov Jennifer Schull JenniferSchull@noaagov


Hello Roy Buck Bonnie and Theo


Please see the email chain below I apologize for bringing you into this a little late but I
wanted to make sure you were aware of whats going on This morning Sen Begichs
office requested a call regarding the sea turtle strandings in the Gulf and enforcement
issues related to those strandings I initially tasked this to PR to see if they would be
available Helen then looped in some of your staff Wendy Teas Sheryan Epperly David
Bernhart Jim Bohnsack Lisa Desfosse Michel Barnette We are trying to schedule a
prebrief with Sam in preparation for the call and we haventyet determined a time for the
call with the Senatorsstaff


If you have any questions please let me know
Brianne


Re Fwd Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcementjeml


Subject Re Fwd Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement
From Brianne Smith BrianneSmith@noaagov
Date Fri 13 May 2011 153618 0400
To Sheryan Epperly SheryanEpperly@noaagov
CC Wendy Teas WendyTeas@noaagov Helen Golde HelenGolde@noaagov Jim


Lecky JimLecky@noaagov Amanda Keledjian AmandaKeledjian@noaagov Alexis


Gutierrez AlexisGutierrez@noaagov David Bernhart DavidBernhart@noaagov Jim


Bohnsack JimBohnsack@noaagov Lisa Desfosse LisaDesfosse@noaagov Alan


Risenhoover AlanRisenhoover@noaagov Michael Barnette


MichaelBarnette@noaagov Hal Robbins HalRobbins@noaagov TracyDunn
TracyDunn@noaagov


Hello Everyone


Im trying to schedule a prebrief on this issue with all of the relevant folks involved Sam
Rauch will be participating on the call so we need to try to figure out times for both the
prebrief and the call with the Senatorsstaff that work for everyone Unfortunately Sams
time is limited next week I have placed holds on his calendar for the following datestimes


Tuesday May 17th 9301130am


Tuesday May 17th 430530pm
Friday May 20th Noon1pm


Im also checking to see if he might be available on Tuesday or Wednesday as well III let
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you know if I can find additional times


Please try to make yourselves available during the above times as best as is possible My
thinking is that we can do the prebrief the morning of the 17th and then the call with Sen
Begichs staff either the afternoon of the 17th or during the time slot on the 20th
Thanks
Brianne


Sheryan Epperly wrote


I can be available anytime on Monday if I am needed on the call


On51311 107 PM Brianne Smith wrote


Hi Everyone


I heard back from Leg Affairs and he said we could do the call on Monday
Rob will not be available after 2pm however Can you please let me know your
availability before 2pm


Thanks
Brianne


Wendy Teas wrote


I am not available this afternoon I can be available on Monday


On5132011 1151 AM Helen Golde wrote
1


Brianne I can do 2 pm today but for this to be a meaningful
conversation I really think that we need regional center staff sea
turtle stranding network and enforcement folks Possibly also the
gear folks from Pascagoula It would be better if we could wait until
Monday and could get all of the right people pulled together and


I figure out a clear message I think it will be pretty discombobulated if
i we do it in two hours If we need to do ittoday I have ccd a bunch of


J folks could someone forward to the right folks on gear team and SER
i enforcement


Helen


i
s


Brianne Smith wrote


IJim and Helen a


Please see the email chain below Sen Begichsoffice has
I asked if NMFS would be available to have a call today regarding
i


I the sea turtle strandings in the Gulf and enforcement issues


I
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The Sea Turtle Restoration Project and Turtle Island Restoration
Network have written to Sen Begich on the issue see attached
letter


Theyve suggested 2pm today Are either of you available either
at 2pm or if not another time today


Thanks
Brianne


Subject
Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and


enforcement


From


Robert Moller RobertMollerAnoaagov
Date


Fri 13 May 2011 090044 0400
To


Brianne Smith BrianneSmithAnoaagov
To


Brianne Smith BrianneSmithAnoaagov


Hi Brianne


Any chance that some folks from Protected Resources can get on the
phone with Begichsoffice to bring them up to speed on this They


i suggested2OOpm


Thanks


Rob


Original Message
SubjectFW Need response re dead sea turtles and


enforcement


DateThu 12 May 2011 135138 0400
FromKing Bob Begich Bob Kinqcrbegichsenategov
ToRobert MollerRobertMollerAnoaagov


Rob


I forwarded this to the subcommittee staff but do you have any info on this
turtle issue and the enforcement issues they raise Thanks


Bob


3 of 5







Fwd Re Fwd Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and e


B From Dr Chris Pincetich mailtochris@ltimnet I


Sent Thursday May 12 2011 117 PM
To King Bob Begich
Subject Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement


Mr King


I have been trying to reach you all week and hope we can connect soon
i to discuss the letters and phone calls to your office all requesting


increased involvement to ensure maximum fisheries law enforcement in


the Gulf ofMexico where record numbers of endangered sea turtles
have been killed in the last 2 months


Please call or reply today


Best regards


Chris I


i


Christopher Pincetich PhD


1 I Campaigner Marine Biologist Sea Turtle Restoration Project
415 6638590 ext 102


PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA
Location 9255 Sir Francis Drake Blvd Olema CA 94950


2


Visit the STRP Action Center to help with all current
t


campaigns


IJoin the Sea Turtle Restoration Project on Facebook Causes
8


i 1
1


S


Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108


Brianne M Smith briannesmith@noaa gov
Fisheries Management Specialist


Department of Commerce


National Marine Fisheries Service
1
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Brianne M Smith briannesmithAnoaagov
Fisheries Management Specialist


Department of Commerce


National Marine Fisheries Service


1Re Fwd Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement eml
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Subject Fwd Re Fwd Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement
From David BernhartDavidBernhart@noaagov
Date Fri 13 May 2011 17 0400
To Roy Crabtree Roy Crabtree@noaagov
CC Heather Blough Heather Blough@noaagov Linda Atwell LindaAtwell@noaagov


The call with Sen Begichsoffice is 430 on Tuesday Sam is planning to participate He has
asked for talking points by Tuesday morning
DB


Original Message
SubjectRe Fwd Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement


DateFri 13 May 2011 170114 0400
FromAlexis GutierrezAlexisGutierrezanoaagov
ToHelen GoldeHelenGoldetanoaagov
CCSheryan Epperly SheryanEpperlyanoaagovWendy Teas
WendyTeastanoaagovJim Lecky Jim LeckyanoaagovAmanda Keledjian
AmandaKeledjianAnoaagovDavid BernhartDavidBernharttanoaagovJim
BohnsackJimBohnsackanoaagov Lisa DesfosseLisaDesfosseanoaagov
Alan RisenhooverAlanRisenhooveranoaagovMichael Barnette
MichaelBarnetteanoaagovHal Robbins HalRobbinsanoaagov
Tracy Dunn TracyDunnAnoaagovJohn Mitchell JohnMitchellAnoaagov
Barbara Schroeder BarbaraSchroederanoaagov


References4DCD2EB19050302Anoaagov4DCD53857030808anoaagov
4DCD56F42070706anoaagov 4DCD654C 6090009anoaagov
4DCD751B6060006anoaagov4DCD88328060105anoaagov
4DCD8A249090501anoaagov


Hi All The Front Office has canceled the prebrief with Sam since he will be at Leadership The
call with Senator Begichsoffice will be on Tuesday afternoon at 430pm We will huddle
amongst the staff at 11am on Monday to discuss the talking points for Samscall with Senator
Begichsoffice This call will specifically focus on developing the key messages for Sam to
deliver We know that we have many many other issues to talk about internally However Sam
has asked for all his talking points by Tuesday am so we will focus on this first Talk to you all at
11am on Monday morning The call in is below Cheers Alexis


18664537422


588156


On5132011 344 PM Helen Golde wrote


All Just talked to Brianne We have locked in Tuesday at 1030 for the prebrief with
Sam Alexis and David are still working on a time for Monday for a preprebrief to make
sure that we have a coherent message to give to Sam It wont serve us well to be all over
the board with him Thanks for everyonespatience with the multiple emails on this


Helen


Brianne Smith wrote
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Hello Everyone


Im trying to schedule a prebrief on this issue with all of the relevant folks involved
Sam Rauch will be participating on the call so we need to try to figure out times for
both the prebrief and the call with the Senatorsstaff that work for everyone
Unfortunately Sams time is limited next week 1 have placed holds on his calendar
for the following datestimes


Tuesday May 17th 9301130am


Tuesday May 17th 45 30pm
Friday May 20th Noon1 pm


Im also checking to see if he might be available on Tuesday or Wednesday as well
Ill let you know if I can find additional times


Please try to make yourselves available during the above times as best as is
possible My thinking is that we can do the prebrief the morning of the 17th and
then the call with Sen Begichsstaff either the afternoon of the 17th or during the
time slot on the 20th


Thanks
Brianne


Sheryan Epperly wrote


I can be available anytime on Monday if I am needed on the call


On51311 107 PM Brianne Smith wrote


Hi Everyone


I heard back from Leg Affairs and he said we could do the call on
Monday Rob will not be available after 2pm however Can you please
let me know your availability before 2pm


Thanks
Brianne


Wendy Teas wrote


am not available this afternoon I can be available on Monday
I t 3


On5132011 1151 AM Helen Golde wrote


Brianne I can do 2 pm today but for this to be a meaningful
conversation I really think that we need regionalcenter staff 1


sea turtle stranding network and enforcement folks Possibly
also the gear folks from Pascagoula It would be better if we 1


could wait until Monday and could get all of the right people 1
pulled together and figure out a clear message I think it will be


1 pretty discombobulated if we do it in two hours If we need to
do it today I have ccd a bunch of folks could someone
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forward to the right folks on gear team and SER enforcement


1
Helen


Fi


Brianne Smith wrote


Jim and Helen


Please see the email chain below Sen Begichsoffice
has asked if NMFS would be available to have a call today


9 regarding the sea turtle strandings in the Gulf and
g x


enforcement issues


f


The Sea Turtle Restoration Project and Turtle Island
I Restoration Network have written to Sen Begich on the


issue see attached letter
l


Theyve suggested 2pm today Are either of you
available either at 2pm or if not another time today


4 Thanks
Brianne


s i


b j


I Subject Fwd FW Need response re dead sea turtles
and enforcement I


From Robert MollerRobertMollerAnoaagov
I Date Fri 13 May 2011 090044 0400


To Brianne Smith BrianneSmithAnoaagov
To Brianne Smith BrianneSmithAnoaagovf


Hi Brianne


Any chance that some folks from Protected Resources can get 3


on the phone with Begichsoffice to bring them up to speed on
this They suggested2OOpm4 t


Thanks fi


3
b Bqq


I Rob


Original Message 5 p


I SubjectFW Need response re dead sea turtles and
enforcement


12 May 2011 13 0400DateThu y
g


g FromKing Bob Begich
Bob Kinqabegichsenategov


ToRobert MollerRobertMollerAnoaagov


g
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I i
i


l i Rob
i 1
i


I forwarded this to the subcommittee staff but do you have any info i


on this turtle issue and the enforcement issues they raise Thanks 1
i


Bob 1
1 3


gg


From Dr Chris Pincetich mailtochrisOtimnet
Sent Thursday 12 2011 117 PMY May
To King Bob Begich
Subject Need response re dead sea turtles and enforcement


Mr King


I have been trying to reach you all week and hope we can
connect soon to discussthe letters and phone calls to your office
all requesting increased involvement to ensure maximum
fisheries law enforcement in the Gulfof Mexico where record 1
numbers of endangered sea turtles have been killed in the last 2 1


I I mont


i
Please call or reply today i


i Best regards i


1 Chris
1


a


Christopher Pincetich PhD E


Campaigner Marine Biologist Sea Turtle Restoration Project


415 6638590 ext 102
PO Box 370 Forest Knolls CA 94933 USA


i


Location 9255 Sir Francis Drake Blvd Olema CA
94950


Visit the STRP Action Center to help with all current 7
I campaigns I


9 1 i Join the Sea Turtle Restoration Project on Facebook Causes I 1F


1 1


Helen M Golde
Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


1 NOAA Fisheries Service


301 7132332 x 108
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Helen M Golde


Deputy Director
Office of Protected Resources


NOAA Fisheries Service


301 713 2332 x 108
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