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Climatolo sy Of
-  MIMARTINIQULE -

(Reprinted from Climatological Paper No. 23

The island of Martinigue, covers an

area of 385 square miles, the greater

part of it being mountainous and rug-

ged. The extreme elevation reached

in Martinique, is on Mt, Pele, 4,430
| feet.

MARTINIQUE ISLAND

French WWest Indies,

The Climmate
The mean annual precipitation for the
island as a whole, averages 77.20 in-
ches. For individual sStations, the



amounts ranges from abweut 150 inch-
es, at the foothills of Mt. Pele, to 35
“inches along the southwest coast.
In the interior of Martlnlqae the rain
fall is considerabler heavier tha:n en
the coast. This is due to the yug |
_elevation of the lahd exposure., and tﬁe
general deflecdtion o wind xﬁﬁvemeht.
Along the west coast the precipitation
averages from 75 to 100 inches; on
the east coast tehe uniformity of dzs'-
trlbut:lm is not as eqgual, as on the
posite coast, about 75 to 100 inches
annually falling along the northern
part, increasing inland.

The Sounthern Part

South from Bay du Galion, the rain-
fall decreases both coastwise and in-
land, along thecoast from 50 to 75 in-
<hes are recorded, 1ncreasmg inland
to 75 to 90 inches. Along the sout
and southwest coast, the least rain-
fall for the island is attained — from
albwut 30 to 45 inches occurs here.

Torrential rainfallloccurs at times. in
all portions fof the island, especially
so durnag thn prevalance of a.étorms,:
crossing over this region.

Seasonal Distribation

The season of the heaviest rainfall in
Martinique, arc the summer, fall and
- early winter months; the lghtest, in.
the late winter and sprmg mths. -




September as a rule, is the wettest
month, with an average rainfall of
10.36 inches, and March the month
with the least rainfall, with 2. 71 inch-

- eS.

Following is the mean monthly and
annual precipitation for the island of
Martinigue, (20 stations, combined)

Jan........4.45 Jul.........9.26
Feb.. ... ... 3.18 Aug. .9.66
Mar.. . ... 2.71 Sep....... 10.36
Apr........ 2.89 Oct........ 8.00
May.,...... 3.15 Nowv. .7.42
Jun.. ... ... 8.32 Dec. . ..9.63
FTOTAL.. .. ... ........ 77.20 inches

Climateological Data

an Precipitation Tables for stations
on the island of Martinique.—

Bassepoint - Francois
Jann . ... . ... 309 | Jan. ... ..... 1.97
Feb........ 1.61 | Feb. .. ... ... 1.80
Mar...... .3.37 Mar. . ... .... 1.96
Apr ..2.56 Apr. ... .. ... 1.95
May....... 310 | May . . .. .. .. 2.25
Jun. ... .. 6.22 | Jun .. .4.30
Jul . ... ... 7.74 Cual. . .. .. ... 4.87
Aung ..72.99 Aung. .. ... ... 7.14
Sep. ... ... 1038 | Sep. ... ..... 8.25
Oct. . ...... 9.90 Oct......... 7.64
Nowv...... 8.98 Nowv .. ...... 5.84
Dec.. .. .... 7.62 | Dec......... 5.55
Annual.. . .72.56 | Annual. 53.52
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‘Climfai:alngical Data
Mean Precipitation Tables for stations
on the island of Martinigue.—

Pirommant Marigot
Jan. ... ... 2.04 Sann. . .. .. ... 3.92
Feb. ... .. .. 1.08 | Feb. ... .. ... 2.81
Mar....... 0.86 Mar......... 411
Apr. . ..1.47 Apr. ... .. ... 4.10
May....... 1.53 May........ 4.21
Jun. . ... . 2.87 un ...72.59
Jul .. ... 5.39 § jul.. . .9.47
Aug ..527 | Aug. ... .. ... 9.86
Sep........ 4.67 Sep........ 11.26
Oct........ 350 | Oct........ 12.64
Nowv . ...... 4.36 Nov . ... ... 13.43
Dec........ 302 ! Dec......... 7.53
Annual.. . .36.06 | Annual.. .. . 90.93
Bassignac Galion

Jan. ... ....489 { Jan. ... ... ... 2.73
Feb. _......4.14 { Feb. . ... ._ .. 1.99
Mar . ...... 5.46 Mar ........ 2.60
Apr . ... .. .: 552 | Apr. .. ... ... 1.59
May ....... 516 | May........ 1.98
Jan. .. ... .. 7Z.58 | Junn. . . ... ... 5.06
Ful .....10.71 gul. . . . ... .. 6.14
Aug. ... ... 11.55 Aug. .. ... ... 6.82
Sep....... 10.84 Sep......... 8.71

Oct....... 11.02 Oct......... 9.03
Nowv ...... 12.24 Nowv . .. ..... 9.10
Dec........956 | Dec......... 7.36
Annual. .98.47 Annual.. .. . 6311

The Climatological Tables above were com-—
piled from the - ANNUAILL SUMMARIES of

the WEST INDIE and CARIBBEAN WEA-
THER SERVICE, - 1921-°28.



Climmatological Data |
Mlean Precipitation Tables for stations
on the island of Martinigue.—

Morne Cadets | St. Pierre
Jan. . . ... .. 968 | Fan. ... .. ... 5.01
Feb. . ..6.49 Feb_ ... . _... 4.14
Mar . .. . .. 6.79 | Mar. ... ... ..4.16
Apr ...693 | Apr.... .. ... 3.85
May .. .. .. 6.29 | May . ... . . _. 6.60
Jun.. ... .. 11.59 Jun ... 9.74
Jul . . ... . 13.48 Jal. ... .. . 12.11
Aug.. . . . .. 15.24 Aug .. 13.73
Sep. . ... .. 1111 | Sep. .. ... .. 10.57
Oct. .. .. ... 9.95 Oct. .. ... ... 9.15
Nov . . . . _. 10.57 Nov . ... .. .. 8.96
Dec.. . .. .. 12.07 Dec ... .. .... 7.62
Annual.. . 120. 19 | Annual . 95.64

FORT DE FRANCE
(Record of 20 years)
Monrth Rnin Rainy IDavys Temp.
Jan_. . .. ... .. 4.68. ... .. 19. . _. 76.2
Feb . ... . ... 4.25. . _ . .. 4. ... .. 76.2
Mar.. .. ... . 2.91. .. .. i6. .. .. 77.1
Apr ... .. ... 390 . _ . i4. . ... . 78.8
May .. 4.68. .. ... i6. ... .. 79.8
Jun .. ... 7.44 . . . 2T ... 80.0
Jul. . ... ... 9.37. .. .. 22. . .. .. 80.0
Aug. . .. . 10.31. . . . . 22, . . ... 80.5
Sep.. ... ... 925, ... . 20. . . . .. 80.6
Oct. .. 964. ... . 19, ... .. 80.2
Nowv .. 787 . . .. .. 20. . ... .79.4
Dec........ 5.91...... 19. . . ... 77.4
Annual . .. . 80.2Yy. . ... .222 .. ... 78.8

Jualy 1929,



Fxtreme heavy precipitation occurs
qguite freguently on the island of Mar
tinigue.

At the newlsy established Station of

Fonds Ste Denis, a total of 254.30 in-
ches of rain fell in the yvear of 1926,

At the same station, in the year 1924
a total of 254.00 inches of rain fell,
with as much as 105.49 inches i1in 3

months. —

June. . . . .. .. 32.10
Jualy . . . . .36.51
August. . . . . 36.88
Total. . . . .. 105.49

At the Alma station, (Fort de France)
the total annual rainfall for the year
of 1927 amounted to 246.81 inches.

So far as known the above figures are
the heaviest for the island of Martin-

igue.

7 The Temperatuare
The temperature of Martinigue, is
tropical. At Fort de France, the ex-

tremes of temperature range from a
minimum of 59° to a maximum of 93°

At Morne des Cadets, the mean an—
nual temperature is 74.0, with the ex
tremes ranging from 59° to 90°.

This article is reprinted from Climatological Paper No., 2
- Noter on Climate of Martinique - Rainfall mar ocmitted.
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