METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS

THE WEATHER OF 1951

RAINFALL

The heavy May rains were confined to the south of ‘Jamaica while both October and November were com-
paratively dry over large parts of the island. The heavy rain associated with the hurricane of 17th18th August
rought the aggregate for the Island close to the average and the total for the vear was only 129, below the normal

- figure.

TEMPERATURE : . el

The average temperature was very close to the normal although there was a greater range of temperatui‘e,
the day temperatures being somewhat above the average while night temperatures were slightly below.

The highest temperature recorded in Kingston was 95.1°F on 12th August and the lowest was 63 .0°F on 18th
February. At Hope Laboratory the figures were 97 .0°F and 54 .0°F, the temperaturc being the lowest recorded
at Hope Laboratory since the Station started in 1941. - -

NORTHERS

Dwuring the year the bursts of cold air from the north were mainly very weak. .Moderate Northers were
experienced in the northwest of Jamaica on 9th January and on 3rd;4th February. On both oceasions the south
coast was affected 12-24 hours later, by which time the Northers had decreased somewhat in intensity. -

. TroricaL. SrorMs

Ten tropical storms were reported during 1951, of which eight developed into hurricanes. Two of these hur-
ricanes entered the Caribbean and moved towards Jamaica. - s

) The first of these was located on 15th August near the island of Gaudeloupe and by early morning of the 17th
was situated about 250 miles ESE of Kingston. Hurricane warnings had already been issued to distriets of
Jamaica for the night.of 17th/18th August. The eastern Parishes were the first to be affected and winds of 80-80
m.p.h. accompanied by torrential rain were experienced by 8.30 p.m. The hurricane struck the Kingston area
at 9.45 p.m. with winds averaging 85-90 m.p.h. and gusts to 120-125 m.p.h. The passage of the hurricene lasted
about 6 hours, décreasing in intensity as it moved westwards over the southern Parishes of the Island. -

Wi(}espfead damage to crops and property was caused by the winds and rain, especially in the southern half
of Jaumaica. The northern Parishes escaped the worst fury of the storm and winds of 40-50 m.p.h. were the highest
reported, but even this was sufficient to cause a fair amount of damage to crops and flimusy structures. ’

The logs of life was 56 in Kingston and 152 in the whole Island. The damage to crops and property has been
- estimated at £15-20,000,000. L LT : .

: The seeond hurricane that. threatened Jamaica entered the Caribbean on. 2nd September nesr Martinique and
-extensive damage was caused on Martiniue and St. Lucia. On 4th September hurricane warnings were issied

_for Jamaica as it was anticipated that the south coast would be inside the northern boundary of the hurricane.
The centre, however, passed about 50-80 miles south of the expected course and Jamaica was not affected.
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METEOR()LUGICAL OBSERVATIONS 3

STATION NOTES

The climatological readings for Kingston are made from several stations. Temperatures and humidity are
measured in a Stevenson Screen situated at St. George’s College, and supervised by the Soeiety of Jesuits. . The
exposure 18 good and the readings are considered representative of the area. Rainfall is measured at the Public
Works Office but there are several other gauges within a two-mile radius with which to compare. This is necessary
with the eapricious nature of Jamaica rain. Cloud weather and wind are recorded at Palisadoes Airport situated
on the seaward side of Kingston Bay. This is a full time synoptic snd  climatological - metéorological station,
first. class, maintained by the British Caribbean Meteorological Service, and is the forecast centre for the western
Caribbean. Here the exposure is excellent but the clond amount tends to be less than over the City. Showers
are also less frequent. The day sea breeze sets in earlier at the Airport and apparently is stronger, while the night
land breeze which cools the urban area does not appreciably affect the Airport till dawin. Wind is recorded by
Dines Pressure Tube Recording Anemometer. :

Both Morant Point and Negril Point Light houses are full synuptic reporting stations with s good complement
of instruments. Exposures are open and very good. :



