e
LIBRARY LIBRARY |
: WEATHER BUREAL

MNo. 24257

NOAA.

. | U.8& Deni. of Commerce ) ?J
BOTANICAL STATION,

BARBADOS., .

Oceasional Bulletin of Miscellaneous Information

No. 9.

GIIN G EHR.

-

Soon after the ** Root Fungus 7 (Colleeto trichum falcatum, Mass) was found
to attack spots in otherwise healthy canes, 1 turned 1y attention to trying to
discover some product that conld be grown on these spots, which, in the first place
wonld mnot contract the disease, and so allow the spores to germinate and die for
want of suitable material for their propagation, and. secondly, be at the same
time sufficiently remunerative to repay the planter for his trouble and ontlay.

The first thing tried was arvowroot, and this was experimented with for two
veals, the yvield being 8! barrels per acre the first year, and 71 barrels the second.
Although this yield was sufficiently encouraging., the price of arrowroot had
fallen -so low from ovoerproductico, principally from the planters in St. Vincent
planting mauy  of their canefields, which had bcen attacked by the fungus in
arrowroot, that I bhad to abandon the idea of suggesting to our planters the
desirability of planting it on the diseased spots in their fields.

I next turned my attention to ginger and the results have, so far as they
have gone, been so satisfactory that T am now pablishing these notes in the hope
that some of the planters here mny be indneed to plant ginger on fungus diseased
spots in their fields, instead of doing as many of them do now, viz :—plant stools
of one of the fungus resisting vorieties in the same holes from which stools of
diseased e¢anes have been taken, a practice which cannot in my opinion be toa
strongly condemned.

From the frst experiment nuuxde last year with the variety of ginger known
locally as *“ blue ” ginger. the yield was at the rate 119,420 per acre.. This year
both yellow and blue ginger were experimented with., The former gave o return
of 18,150 and the latter 117.226 per acre. Portions of each lot were seraped
and dried and the yeipghts acenrately ascertained.  In the case of the yellow
ginger the weightl per acre of the dried ginger was 3,784, and of the bhlue 13,076,

Through the ecourtesy of Messrs Wilkinson and Gaviller, of 84 Great Tower .
Street, London., 1o whom 1 am greatly indebted, not only for getting these Y
samples of ginger valued nnd reported on, but also for many acts of kindness in
obtaining information for me relative to ramie, eaxtor beans. papaine, West
Indiau preserves &c. &c.. I was able to get somre idea of the probable value of an
acre of ginger. Four smunples were sent them, two of the yellow and two of the
blue.

Sample No. I. Chiefly whole rhtzomes or = races 7 of yellow ginger.
Sample No. 2. Chiefly whole rhizomes of blue ginger.

Sample No. 3. Pieces of rhizomes of yellow ginger.

Sample No. 1. Pieces of rhivomes of blue ginger.

The following ix a copy of the correspondence on the subject -
My, J. R. Bovell--—-To Mesgers Wilkinsown and Gavitler,

Dodds Botanical Station,
Adth March 1898,
Messrs Wilkinson and Gaviller.

Dear Sirs,- -

As you were 50 kind as to promize to get samples of any product new 1o
‘Barbados reported ou Loy me. | am taking the liberty of sending you per the
mail ateamer leaving here to-morrow a box containing four samples (Nos. 1. 2, 3.
and 4.) of sceraped and dried ginger.
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1 should be extremely obliged if you would kindly ascertain cheir value in
the London Market, and also if you would be so good as to send me a pro forma
sale for, say, 20 barrels at the same time you send the valuations.

Hoping I am not asking too much and with kind regards.

I am Dear Sirs, .
Yours faithfully,

(Sgd.) JOHN R. BOVELL,
Superintendent.

Messrs. Wilkinson and Gavilier-—To Mr. J. K. floveil.

34 Great Tower Street,
. London E. C., 22nd March, 1898,
J. R. BoveELL, Ksq.
Dodds Botanical Station,
Barbados.

Deaxr Sir,—
We have two of your favours to acknowledge, one dated 20th of
January and having refercrnce to Ramie. We were very pleased to hear that
the report we sent has encouraged the Greenland Industries Company to estab-
lish half an acre as an experiment, and that you intended planting an acre at
the Botanical Station. We need hardly say that when the Ribbons reach
us we will use our best endeavour to obtain a remunervative price. Your
letter of the 4th instant has reference to Ginger. The case duly arrived, and
we .enclose Report aund Pro-forma Ac-ount sales. We wmay mention that for
some Barbados ginger which was consigned to us last year, we obtained 51/6 per
~ewt, the guality of which was fairly good. To-day the price is 75/ per ewt, so
that you witl see there has been a considerable rise in value, and we hope that it
may induce consigmuents from your side.

With kind regards,
We remain, Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully.

Sgd.) WILKINSON & GAVILLER.

34 Great Tower Street,
London K. (., 22nd March, 1895,

Report on box of ginger received 21st Mareh, 1808,

To Dbegin with we do not think any benefit arises by sending the ginger
sorted invo sizes and condition, as per the samples received, and vnless the ginger
be of the finest, picked and washed and guite clean, it will pay better to ship all
the guantities mixed, as ginger of this class, even if sorted. will only go for one
purpose, viz:—grinding. The samples Nos. 1 and 2 are practically of the same
value, but appear 1o have been washed with some acid or lime, and, if this is the
case, it is very detrimental. as the trade will look with suspicvion at anything
treated in this manner. The only washing should be done with plain water
and a great deal of care should be taken with the cleansing. Nos. 3 and 4 are,
again, of nearly the same value, and the best plan is, to send the ginger
bulked together. and in this state the value to-day would be about 70/- per cwt:
apportioned out ds to guantity we value.

No. 1 @ 75~

- 2 . from 73/- to 74/-

- 3 - » 10/- . 71-
and .. 4 - » 068/ »  TO/-

N. B. All the rhizomes were simply scraped with clean hands and dried

in the sun without even being washed.
J. K. B.
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PRO-FORMA.

Sale of 20 barrels of Ginger iinported per the. ... .. .. .. ... ... .............. P
@ Barbados on account of. ... ... whoin it may concern.
1898
March 21 20 Barrels of Ginger
W. & G. Cwts. Qrs. s,
pack. 26 ., — . 8
1-20
a . 2 ,, 8 Tare 20, each
22 2 .,
- . 1 ., 12 Duaft 20 ¢ barvrel
22 , — ,. 16
- - 12 Allowance 31 ¥ 5 barrels
224 . - o 4+ ab 705 W ewe. L. 77 2 6
Less 2170 118 6
5 4 0
CHARGES,
Fo Entries ... 1 6
w Doek Dues on 26 .. O .. 8 & 1/6 ¥ ewt. ... 119 1
. Freight on ditto, at 26 ,, 0 ,, 8 at 30/
per ton and Shipping charges ce 2 2 5
» Insarance from Fire, and Public Sale
charges ... .- e 1 2 6
. Premium of Insurance on £73 at 14/- per
cent and Stamp T 9
. Brokerage 1 per cent 13 O
,,» Commission 24 per cent on £68 15 9 1 14 3 8 2 R
‘ The Account eurrent for the net proceeds in cash ... £67 1 4

London,

(Errors exceptexd)
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The following is an estimate of the probable profit per acre when dried ginger

is worth 70/ per cwt. in the London Market.

Dr. Cr.
£ n $ o
To 3,435Ws of Ginger (after de- By expenses, viz. —
dueting cost of freight,
forki J A 2,
&, &o.) @ 18¢. per Tb., as . forking 1 aere of lafid 2.88
per Pro-forma sale ... ... 44855 e 1,200 Daskets of farm yard
/ manure (@ le. ... ... ... Y2.00
/ i «» applying farm - yard ma-
4 BUEe ... oo o el . 068
.. shreading muannre  and

/ hoe ploughing it in ... 1.20
/ lining land... ... ... ... ... 30

B

» 1,752® Ginger for plant-

‘l ing ¢ 2c. ¥ ... .. 3504
/ l . digging holes... ... ... ... 4.35
rs B
/"' E » Dlanting ginger ... ... ... 4.35
/ ‘ ;» weeding ginger ... ... ... 3.20
/ i » digging and washing gin-
/ FEE i i e e .. ... B8.$4
. seraping ginger ... ... ... 176.88
.. drying ginger and filling
barrels ... ... ... ... ... 3.00
/ - 28 barrels ¢ 12, ... ... ... 3.12
S/ ! » beading 26 barvels @ 3c.... 78
,/ , freight to Bridgetown ... 3.12
,/ . estimated profit on one
// acvre of ginger... ... ... 106.93
446.55 146.55

JOHN R. BOVELL,
Superintendent, Botanical Station.
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The folilowing is published as an addendum to the Botanical
Station Occasional Bulletin of Miscellaneous Information
No. 9, on the Cultivation of Ginger :— )

Messrs. Wilkinson and Gaviller—To My». J. R. Bouvell.

34 Great Tower Street,
London, E.C., 28th Junc, 18908,
JounN R. BoveLL, Esq.
6dds Botanical Station
Barbados.

Dear Sir—

We think you will be interested in hearing that on the 1I5th inst. we
sold at public anction in Mincing Lane, 9 barrels Barbados Ginger @ 73/6 ¥ cwit.
—a very satisfactory price.

Our Brokers write us :(—

“ In writing your shippers we would ask you to advise them to be more
« careful in cleaning the dirt avway from the stems and to give greater attention
< ¢o the drying. The parcels recently placed uwpon the market showed a large
“ proportion of nearly green ginger, which of course lessens the value, as dry
“hard ginger of good strength will always command a market, whereas on =a
o glack market undesirable stuff, iz greeu or dirty. is very difficult of sale.™

¥ * *

Yours faithfnlly
(Sgd.) WILKINSON & GAVILLER.

D. Moveis, Esger., CM.G., D. Sce.—To M». . J. R. Boirell.
Kew,
21st June, 1898,
Dear Mr. Bovell,
The enclosed may interest you. I suppose this ginger was really
grown at Barbados. If so the price is very promising.
Very sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) D. MORRIS.

J. R. BoviLL, Hsqg., FL.S, PL.CS.

ENCLOSURE.

The following is an extract from the Market Report and Prices Current of
the Pharmaceutical Journal for 18th June 1808, 24z ~—

< Ginger—Cochin is flat and again rather lower ; 246 bags rough sold, good
“ ordinary dull, 21s. 8d.: fair to good, 245 to 258, ; 87 cases ent kinds bought in,
“ A 85s., B. 65s, ; medium limed native part cut, 50s. Of limed Japan 95 bags
¢ gald without reserve at 17s. 6d.  Jamalica easier, only 51 barrvels sold. middling
“ to good, middling washed av B0s. to 853, i1 barrels washed rough Barbodoes
“ gold at 73s.te 735, 6d. (Italies mine.—J. R. B.)

One of the geuﬂeu}eu who shipped the ginger referred to above, writes e
as follows, viz —-
“ We shipped sevon barrcls and one box which contained Ycwt. lgr. 2ibs of
«dry ginger. The contents of the barrels sold at 73s. 6d.. the box at 73s. per cwt,
< Value less 23 97 discount =£33 3s. 10d. The acre will give a nett profit of
£10. Ithink 1 toid you that the yield was poor.”
The above I think clearly proves that it will pay better to plant ginger on
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the fungus diseased spots in the fields than to dig out the diseased sugar ecanes
of one variety to plant another.

Had the gentleman’s acre yielded as well as the plots at the Botanieal
Station which gave at therate of 1 ton 10 cwts. 2grs. 19bs. per aere, his protit
would have been quite as much as I estimated, »iz —£22 5s. 63d.

JOHN R. BOVELIL,
Supt., Botanl. Station.
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 TABLE COMPILED FROM THE BLUE BOOKS.

; ’ - ¥Valne in £ of the Ar- ) . :
¥ EARS. tificial Manure used Amount of Rain | Crops of the Island in | REMARES:
in the Island. {Whieh fell each year. | hhds. the next year.
1881 26,500 7045 : 54,087 -
; ‘
1882 , 19,873 : 50-06 52,851
v |
1883 85,998 : 6312 62,085
1884 82,280 5795 67,764
1885 24,536 44-08 45,769
1886 . 30,891 s2-81 68,872
1887 20,025 60-61 78,009
1888 54,5624 66-09 85,268
) - B ! w N
1889 : ‘88,201 ! 76-92 55,261
|
1880 62,988 : 52-58 Y 50517
1801 79,328 6630 59,175
Caspz 109,560 } 8646 66,890
1898 = | 086,600 76-18 85,061
1894 ' 95:110 . a6T2 ! 86.393
1865 55,518 ; ®0-03 : 10,412
: 1808 4 79,698 ) [9-87 ) 53,600
e i
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L ) P i — e ek e e



