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After light early rains in September 1972, rainfall
totals in October were generally below the average values,
only isolated stations having recorded large amounts.
November was rainjer than average in parts of the central
and southern coastal plain, Judean Hills and Negev, but
in other regions of Israel rainfall was considerably defi-
cient, particularly in the northern regions. Rainfall in
December 1972 was largely deficient in most parts of the
country. In January 1973 rainfall was slightly deficient
in the northern parts of Israel, but theze wus an excess
in the rest of the country, particularly in the southern
parts. Rainfall in February was also largely deficient in
all regions of Israel. Rainfall totals in March, on the other
hand, exceeded the normal values in northern and central
Israel, whereas in the southern regions there was again
a large deficiency. In April rainfall was local by nature
in the rainy regions of Israel, while in the drier regions,
i.e. in the castern and southern regions of the country,
the large deficiency continued. In May 1973 rainfall totals
exceeded the averages in most parts of the country. Light
late rains occurred in part of the stations in June.

* =
*

In September 1972 light rains occurred at various
stations, mainly in the coastal plain. The amounts at most
stations were unmeasurable (drops); only part of the
stations regisiered measurable values, some of them being
appreciable (Givac Hayyim 3.1mm, Orot 1.6mm).

Rain amounts in October were below their averages
at most stations, e.g. in the Negev (Beer Sheva received
Imm), Lower Galilee (Tavor Agr. School 4mm), Emeq
Yizreel (Ramat David Aerod. 4mm) and Jordan Valley
(Kinneret Kvuza drops). The deficiency varied Jargely
over the area of the country as rainfall in Oclober is
generally local by nature. For this rcaton there were
isolated stations in the northern coastal strip where rain-
fall largely exceeded the averages for October (Kefar Rosh
Ha Nigra received 61 mm, Nahariyya 44mm). On the 17th
alone considerable amounts were recorded at some stations
in this region, accompanied by thunderstorms (Rosh Ha
Niqra 46 mm).

Rainfall totals in November exceeded the averages
in part of the stations in the central and southern coastal
plain, Judean Hills and Negev. But in other parts of the
country, particularly in the northein regions, rainfall was
considerably deficient. Daily rain amounts exceeded 50mm
at some stations in_the central and southern coastal strip
on the 2nd or 3rd. The rains of November were accom-

-panied by thunderstorms, sometimes also by hail. Sirong

winds occurred on some days, their velocities generally
not reaching gale force.

In December 1972 rainfall totals were below the
averages in almost the whole counuy. The maonthly
amounts were particularly small in the Hula Area and
Jordan Valley (30—50 per cent of normals of most stations)

and hill regions (40%—60%). The coastal region generaily
received 50% - 90%, the Bet Shean Valley 50%—70% and the
northern Negev 70%—100%. The monthly amounts slightly
exceeded the normals only at a few siaticns in varicus
regions. The accumulated rainfall during the period
September December 1 72, expressed as a perceniage of
the average (1931—-1960) for an equivalent pericd, was
70% - 100% in the coastal region, 4% — 60% in Hills of
Galilee, Emeq Yizreel and Samarian Hills, 60% — 90% in
Judean and Hcbron Hills, 80% — 150% in the northern
Negeyv, 35%—50% in the Jordan Valley. Daily rain amounts
exceeding 50 mm were recorded from the 18th— Z0th of
December at isolated stations in the coastal region. The
heavy rains were accompanied by thunderstorms. Wind
velocity reached gale force in a few cases (Daliya on the
3rd and 26th). Most of the strong winds in this month
were from the easterly sector. The fourth week of
December 1972 and the first week of January 1973 were
characterized by a severe frost in varicus regions of Israel.
The frost caused seveie darmage to winter vegetables,
flowers and tropical plantations in the plains ard valleys
and partial damage (o citrus plantations.

In January 1973 rainfall totals were slightly below
the averages in the northern regions of the country, but
exceeded the averages in the central and parniculaily in
the southern regions. Most stations in the notttein coastal
region and Karmel Area received «0— 90 per cent of the
average, in the central coastal plain 7(%—1Z2{% in the
southern coastal plain 110%—200%, in Upper Galilee 60%—
95%, in Lower Galilee, Emeq Yizreel and Samarian Hills
90%—1..0%, in Harod Valley 110%- 130%, in Judean and
Hebron Hills and the central Jordan Valley 120%— 170%,
in the northern Negev 160%— 220%, in Hula Area 80% - 100%,
in Bet Shean Valley 100%—120%. Since rainfall in November
1972 was considerably deficient in some parts of the
country, particularly in the northern regions, and rainfall
in December 197+ was largely deficient in most parts of
the country, it followed that the accumulated rainfall
during the period September 1972 January 1973, expressed
as a percentage of the average (193!—1960) for an equi-
valent period, was below 100 in most regions of the
country; this percentage reached 60%— 8% in the northern
coastal region, Lower Galilee and Emeq Yizreel, 60%—9%0%
in Karmel Area, 70%—100% in the central coastal plain and
central Jordan Valley, 8C%— 13C% in the southern coastal
plain, 50%—70% in Upper Galilee and Hula Area, 80% - 9%
in Harod Valley, 76%—9C% in Samarian Hills, 9%0%— 120%
in Judean and Hebron Hills, 120%— 160% in the northern
Negev, 70%—t0% in Bet Shean Valley. Considerable daily
rain amounts, exceeding 60 mm, were registered mainly
on the 14th of January at some stations in the central
and southern coastal plaip, Samarian, Judean and Hebicn
Hills and the northern Jordan Valley. The rains were
accompanied by thundersiorms, sometinres also Ly hail.
At northerly hilly stations (Kuneitza, Has Kenaan) spew
fell during 3 days; in most hill regions, as well as at
other and lower inland stations, snow fell on the 15th.
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Wind velocity reached gale force in various regions
of Israel, particularly on the 14th—15th, in part of the
stations also on the 3ist.

Rain ‘amounts in February were very small in all
regions of the country: most stations received 10—35 per
cent of the normal valugs: for February. Since rainfall
in previons months was also considerably deficient
in various regions of the country, it followed that
the accumulated rainfall during the period September
1972 — February 1973, expressed as a percentage of the
average (1931 — 1960) for an equivalent period, exceeded
100 only ata few stations in the southern coastal plain and
northern Negev. Generally the accumulated amounts to
the end of February were only 50%—95% of the average.
Daily rain amounts exceeding 30 mm were recorded
between the 22nd—2ord of February at some stations in
the northern coastal region, Upper Galilee and northein
Jordan Valley. The rains were accompanied by thunder-
storms, sometimes also by hail. Wind velocity reached
gale force on the 6th at Haifa Harbour (easterly gale)
and on the 22nd at Har Kenaan and Hebron (westerly
gale),

In March, on the other hand, rainfall totals exceeded
the average values in northern and central Jsrael (Kefar
Giladi received 130% of the average, Lod Airport 176%),
but wete largely deficient in the southern regions (Beer
Sheva received 56%). The accumulated rainfall during
the period September 19,2—March 1973, expressed as a
percentage of the average (1931—~1960) for an equivalent
period, exceeded 100 only at a few stations in the southern
coastal plain, Judean Hills and northern Negev. In the
northern coastal region and Karmel Area the accumulated
amounts to the end of March were 60% — 803 of the
average, in the central coastal plain 80%—100%, in Upper
and Lower Galilee 509,—70%, in Emeq Yizreel 70%—109%,
in Samarian Hills and Jordan Rift 602—75%. Daily rain
amounts exceeding 50 mm were recorded on the 2nd or
6th of March at some stations in the central coastal plain
{(Savyon 77 mm), Samarian Hills (Jinsafut 60 mm) and
Upper Galilee (Yirka 65 mm). The rains were accom-
panied by thunderstorms and sometimes also by hail.
Some stations in the hills registered snow, mainly on the
3rd (Har Kenaan, Nablus, Jerusalem). Wind velocity
reached gale force in the coastal and hill regions on the
3rd andjor 7th and in the Hula Area on the ¢th—10th
and 29th. The directions on the 3rd and 7th were from
the westerly sector, but on the 9th — 10¢th and 29th the
winds were easterlies.

Rainfall in April was local in the rainy regions of
the country, so that the amounts varied largely over the
areas. At some stations the local contrasts were great,

MOTES @
1. Io each sub-region stations are listed according to latitude, from north
to south.

2. Rainfall is mcasured &t 0800 LStT, The highest rainfail in 24 hours, for
example, refers to ihe period commencing at 0800 LS:T on ihe date
indicated,

3. The following symbels are used: 0 = no rainfall ; DRP = drops; ) to the
right of the numbsr == partiy interpoiated or inexact; > to the right of the
number == fully iaterp ‘laved: * at the narmal for the period 9301960
== this sverage is referred 1o n nearby station; % al the name of the slation
== accumniating raingange,

such as: 29 mm or 292 per cent of the average fell at
Qiryat Ono against 0.5mm or 4 at Eqron Aerodrome in
the central coastal plain; 26 mm or 3957 at Hefzi Bah
Gilboa against 5 mm er 29% at Afula SW in Emeq
Yizreel. The southern regions of the country (scuthern
coastal plain, Judean and Hebron Hills, the Negev) and
the eastern regions (Hula Area, Jordan and Bet Shean
Valleys) were more uniform in respect of rainiall distai~
bution: the rain amounts in these regions wese laigely
deficient as compared to the average values of April.
Daily rain amounts exceeding 30 mm were recorded on
the 7th at some stations in Upper Galilee (Fassuta 5Cmrm,
Sasa 42mm, Bet Jan 3%9mm, Yirka 38mm}) and on the 8th
at a few stations in the central coastal plain (Nehalim
32 mm, Savyon 34 mm, Beerot Yizhaq 32 mm). The rains
were accompanied by thunderstorms, sometimes also by
hail. Wind velocity reached gale force in a few cases
{on the Bth at Manara in Upper Galilee, on the 25th at
Hebron).

At many stations of the country rainfall totals in
May largely exceeded the usual values: at Bahan, in the
Sharon region, 29mm fell; at Ramla, in the central coastal
plain, 21 mm; at Misgav Am, in Upper Galilee, 26 mm;
at Auil, in Samarian Hills, 35 mm. Daily rain amounts
exceeding 20 mm were measured at some staticns on the
15th in the southern coastal plain and Upper Galilee and
on the 16th in Lower Galilee, Jordan Valley and the
Sharon region. There were, however, stations in various
regions which received less than the average values of
May; in the south and Negev no appreciable rains accurred.
At some stations strong easterly winds, with highest
gusts which sometimes exceeded 50 knots, were registered
on the 7th of May. Strong winds were also registered
during the rainy spell of the 15th—16th,

On several days in June 1973 rains occurred in the
northern and central regions of Israel. Appreciable
amounts {(above 1 mm) were registered mainly on the
12th. Many stations, however, received no rain in this
month or only scanty, unmeasurable amounts.

To sum up the 1972/73 rainfall season, it may be
stated that rainfall in almost all parts of the country was
deficient. Rainfall in this season expressed as a percen-
tage of the 1931 — 1960 average reached 60 — 70 in the
northern coastal region, Zevulun Valley and Hula Area,
65—85 in Karmel Area and Samarian Hills, 70100 in the
central coastal plain and Judean and Hebron Hills, 80—105
in the southern coastal plain and Negev plain, 6075 in
Upper Galilee, 65 — 75 in Lower Galilee and Bet Shean
Valley, 65 80 in Emeq Yizreel, 75—85 in Harod Valley,
50—65 in the ceniral Negev, 60—80 in the cenural Jordan
Valley.

4. The montbly amount of rainfali is rounded off 10 the nesresi mm, amounts
ending in .5 being thrown to the nearest higher number If & mionthiy
amount is cgual to O.4mm or fess I is prinied ax 0, although the aumber
of ram-days primied in that monih may be lxrger than 0. The anaual
total is obtained by summing up the exsc in individ ot
and thes rounding off,

S. The Monthly Weather Reports September 1972 May 173 include furtber
derails of precipi at selected stations during the rainfali ‘semsom
197223
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