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CHATS WITH THE WEATHER MAN reLeAsened, Dec. 1 V20

ANNQUNCEMENT: The iWeather ian, whose rezular tednesday evening chat comes
0 you from the to you from the U. S. Devartment of Agriculture, through

this station, is in a reminiscent mood tonizht. Vwith December already

here, -- and the old year turnin: zrey, -- the Veather Man has chosen to
talk about PFreak Veather. EBsvecially the Freak Jjeather of 1925-1'2€. So
stand by.
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"From my earliest recollections," confesses a Nebraska weather man,
"most storms have fascinated me, producing a feeling of awe but not of

fear. The roar of the blizzard, —- the growl of thunderstorms with their
vivid stabs of lightning, -- the shrieking squall of hign winds and the
Ctrash of trees that fall before them, -- the driving wind and rain of a

moderate hurricane, all have thrilled me.

"But I had seen all these. & tornado, I had never seen. So I
fancied that the ovportunity to study =z rizht <ood tornado, at close
Tange, would furnish a really wonderful experience.

"Now I didnt't particularly ask tc have a tornado made up for my
Own special benefit. I hoped that one might occur sometime when I was
around. I wanted to be a rooter from the sidelines, so to speak. I miss-
ed our big 'twister' of Easter,1913, and have regretted it ever since.

"On the evening of April.€, 1919, I had my chance.

¥I remember I was returning from work thaut evening and had reach-
®d a point only a few hundred feet east of my house, when I heard that
horrivle grinding, metallic roar that heralds a tornado in full blast.
Through the twilizht, I could see a sreat, dirty-brown, gyrating column
Tushing ‘straizht at me from a few hundred yards to the southwest.

"ah! Here at last was the ovvortunity for which I had waited so
10ng! Now I was to have that really wonderful exverience! A second look
at the writhing thing, and all my desire to observe a tornado at close
Marters vanished and retreat was in order. Though not in training for
Such a sprint, I smashed all records in that sprint for home. And yet it
Seemed I hardly moved in that mad dash for my house which I hoped to reach

% time to get my household into the storm cellar. It seemed that the tor-
Nado was changing its direction in order to intercept me and destroy my
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home., But, by the time I re-ched my destination, the wind had passed to the
east. Its center passed over the starting vlsce of my rsce for life. We es-
gaped.

"Fortunately the path of this storm was narrow and throwgh a sparsely-
settled region, so no lives were lost, ~- only a few peovle were injured, --
and tke property damage amounted to only a few hundred thousand dollars,

"But had I not taken to my heels, I might have had a wonderful exper-
ience. A change of mind on tornadnés came with that second l-ok I threw over

my shoulder, and I have had no desire for close observation of ‘twisters! ever
since",

Tornadoes although they ocecur every year are only one form of weather,
The past year or two has furnished examples of a dozen other tymes. In the
next 6 or 7 minutes, I want to speak of a few of them,

When we mention circus freaks, it brings to ocur mind pictures of abnor-
mal, queer beings, Like Jo-Jo, the dog-faced becy, -- the fat lady, =-- or
Whatisit, the fire-eater. Tornadoes, dog-days, Indian Summer, chinook winds,
are oddities of weather. Average, or ordinary weather, makes little impression
on us. Ordinary weather continues week after week and no one objects., But let
a week of unseasonable weather prevail, and hundreds of peope register a power-
ful kick, and, —--if they can't changg the weather, -- they want to change the
weather MAN, at least, .

For over a year now, the weather has been decidedly abnormal in some
Parts of the United States. It has shown greater extremes, and many freaks,
For instance, let's take northeastern New York State. January broke the re-
cord for low temperature, =-- February for high temperature, -~ March for
highest wind velocity ever reported for this section, -~ April for the geatest
snowfall,—--and May for continued cold, with snow later in the month, and in
larger amounts than ever before reported since records have been kept in Canton,
New York.

Perhaps no more disagreesble day for late in May has ever been exper-
ienced in that region than that of May 23 when the temperature was just barely
above the freezing point. Pellets of snow stung folks' faces. Icicles three
inches long hung from apples trees and there was snow and slush to wade thru.
It seemed more like March than May,

Freakiéh weather, during this period, was not Qonfined to the Unit?d
States, Reports from Siberia, Russia, parts of Asia, and even Arctic regions,
Showed that folks in those places were having queer weather too.
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During this period an electrit storm visited Kansas and charged the
wire fences so that every barb of the fence gave off a tin¥ electric bulbd of
light. Even the horns of steers driven through the storm area, glowed with a
tiny light on the tip of each horn. Stoves became so highly dharged that
8loves were necessary to handle the lifter, so as to prevent painful shocks.
And yet no clouds were reported and no rain fall.

Record breaking drought threatened the water supply of many cities in
the south and eastern sections of the country. The hunting season was closed
by proclamation in the Adirondacks during the fall season.

o Snawfall records of 100 years were exceeded during April and October
in parts of Maine last year, in spite of the sayings of the oldest inhabitants
that we never get as heavy snows now as they did when they were toys or girls.

The 18 months period was capped by the most destructive tornade ever
Yeported anywhere. It occurred early in the spring in Missouri, Illinois and
Indians sections. '

Please don't ask me to exvlain these conditions. No oue can tell why,
th?Y occur. That does not mean that there has been a change ia climate, or any-
Yhing of that sort. Sometime the weather holds to the uninteresting normal that
Usually goes to make pleasant and asgreeable weather. It is apt however, to -
break out at some place, any tine. Scareely =z year occurs in which a weather
Tecord is not broken somewhsre.

. When we think a weather record has been broken we look into our records
and find that the same thing has occurred many times within the period of writi-
ten nistory.

As a rule we remember the unusual. ¥We forget the things that are hap-
Pening every day. That's one reason why we sometimes think the climate's chang-
th - Everyone hears the older folks say that the "o0ld fashioned winter" is a
N ing of the past, and "when I was a boy, we had sleighing from Thanksgiving
O Eastern,

But some of the recordd of the last two years will provide much food
for discussion in years to come.

tHe Investigations of old records are constantly being made, and while

o Te is more or less evidence of "cycles" in various weather elements, -~

sPECially temperature and rainfall, —— these so-called "cycles" have not
€n accepted by many distinguished meteorologists.

These investigators, however, have shown conclusively that climatic
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9hanges are so small FPat they are regligible, and that occasional "old-fash-—
loned" winters Maescv%) diays sunners may still be expectead.

] Last summer is a case in point. June was the wettest month on record.
in parts of southern California. It was immediately followed by nearly the

driest July on record in the Carolinss. hat may be expected, therefor, in
the way of weather is very uncert=in. Put the climzte is another story, and
You may derend on its stability. ‘e vrepare for winter Yy laying in an aver-

age supply of cozl. But we aren't surwrised if seasonal variation reguires
a ton or two more — or merhaps leaves us with a surplus in the bins.

So the climate goes on, providing us an eadless ascount from whichwe
may draw funds of expectation and speculation. Veterans of many winters steak
of hard ones back in the 'Seventies, -- and we wonder if they were any worse

than the winter of 1917-'18. They refer with conviction to = dry svell in
the 'Eighties, and we wonder if it was any worse than the summer of 1925.

For winters come and winters go, but .man cannot remember when there
kas not been winter.

Good. might.
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ANNOUNCEMENT: Some of our listeners undoubtedly have interestinz stories to
Contribute to the weather mans weekly chats. Si% down 2nd write in your own
Words any incident you believe will be of interest and send it to this station
Or direct to the U. S. Department of Asriculture.
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