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*А^ШОШСЕ^Д^Б^Ж: *The *^."^f^eather *^Ma^n, *^w^hose *re^g^ular *^ï^ïednesda^y *evenin^g *chat *comes
*^to *you *^from *the *to *yo^u *^from *the *U. *S. *De^part^ment *of *^A^griculture, *throu^gh
*this *statio^n, *is *in *a *reminiscent *moo^d *toni^ght^. *^T^dth *Decem^ber *already
*^here^, *-- *and *the *old *year *turnin^g *grey, *— *the *^ï^ïeather *Man *has *chosen *to
*^Calk *about *^Freak *^ï^ïe^ather. *Es^pecially *the *Frea^k *^'.^Teathe^r *of *1^92^5- *^«26. *So
*stand *by.

^* ̂*

^"From my ea^rliest recollections," confesses a Nebraska we^ather man,
^"most storms have fascinated me, producin^g a feeli^n^g ̂ of â we but not of
^fear. The roar of the blizzard, — the ̂gro^wl of t^hunderstorms ̂with their
^vivid stabs of li^ghtnin^g^, — the shriekin^g sq̂ uâ ll of hig^h ̂ winds and the
^crash of trees that fall b^efore the^m, — the driving ̂ wind and r̂ ain of a
^moderate h^urricane, all have t^hrilled me.

^"But I had seen all these. A. tornado, I had never seen. So I
^f^ancied that the o^p^portunity to study *э right *^^ood torn^a^do, at close
^ra^n^ge, would furnish a really wonderful e^xperience.

^"^Now I didn^'t particularly ask to have a tornado made up for ̂ m^y^
own special benefit. I hoped that one mi^ght occur sometime when I was
aro^u^nd. I wanted to be a rooter from the sidelines, so to ^speak. I mi^ss-
^ed ô ur bi^g ^'twister

1̂
 of Easter,1^913^. ̂ and have re^gretted it ever since.

^"On the evening of April^-^6, 1̂ 919, ̂ I had my chance.

^"I remember I was returnin^g f^ro^m ^work th^at evenin^g and h^ad reacĥ -̂
*^Q
^u a point only a fe^w hundred feet east of my house, ̂ when I heard that

^h^orri^ble grindin^g, ̂ metallic roar that heralds a tor^nado in full blast.
^T^hrou^gh the twilight, I could see a ̂ great, dirty-br^o^wn, ̂ gyrating column
^Ashin^g^'straight at me fro^m a few h^undred yards to the southwest.

*"^4h^J Here at last was the opportunity fo^r which I ̂ had ̂ waited so
^lo^n^g.^» *^u

ow
 ̂i

 *was
 ̂to h^ave that re^ally ^wonderful e^xperience! ̂ i second look

*^a^t
 the writhin^g thing, and all m^y desire to observe a tornado at close

^Q^ua^rters vanished and retreat ̂ was in order. Thou^gh not in trainin^g for
a sprint, I smashed all records in that sprint for ho^me. And yet it
I hardly ̂ moved in that ̂mad ̂dash for my house which I hoped to reach

^ti^me to ̂ get my hous^ehold into the storm cellar. It seemed that the *tor-

*̂ Was
 cĥ an̂ gin̂ g its directio^n in order to intercept ̂ me and destroy ̂my



Chats with, etc^. -2-

*home. B^ut, *Ъу the time I re^ached my destination, the wind had passed to the
e^ast. Its c^enter passed over the st^artin^g pl^ace of m^y *r^sce ̂for life. ̂ We ̂ e^s-
^cap^ed^.

"Fort^u^nat^ely the path of this storm was narro^w and thro^ugh a ̂ sparsely^-^
settled region, so no lives were lost, — only a few peo^ple were in^jured, —
and t^he property da^mage amounted to only a few h^u^ndred thousand doll^ars.

^"^But had I not taken to my heels, I might have had a ̂wo^nderful e^x^per^-^
ience^. A cha^nge of mind on tornadoes ca^me with t^hat sec^ond *l^iok I threw over
my shoulder, and I have had no desire for close o^bservation of ̂'twisters^' ever
sincê ".

Tornadoes although they occur every year are only one form ̂ of weather.
The ^past year or two has furnished e^xa^mples of a do^zen other types. In the
next 6 or 7 minutes, I want to *^cpeak of a few of thê m.

*T^f^Then we mention circus freaks, it ^brings to ô ur min^d pictures of *abnor-
*^n^ial, queer ̂ beings. Like ̂Jo-Jo, the dog^-f^aced *Ъсу, — the f^at lad^y, — or
*^Whatisit, the fire-eater. ^Tornadoes, dog-days, I^ndian Summer, *chinook ̂winds,
are oddities of weather. Average, or ordi^nary we^ather, makes little i^mpression
on us. Ordin^ary weather continues week after ̂wee^k a^nd no one o^b^jects. But let
^a week of unseasona^ble weather prevail, and hundreds of *peope register a power-
ful kick, and, —if they can^'t chan̂ ge, the weat^her, — t^hey ̂ want to change the
^weather ̂MA^W, at least.

^For over a year now, the ̂ weather has been decidedly abnormal in some
parts of the United States. ^It has sho^wn greater e^xtr^e^me^s, and many freaks.
^For instance, let^'s take nort^heastern ̂New York *^otate. January broke the re-
^cord for low temperature, ̂——*^. February for high temperature, — March fo^r^
^highest wind velocity ever reported for this section, — April for the *geate^st
snowfall, and ̂ May for conti^nued cold, with snow later in the month, and i^n
larger a^mounts than ever before reported since records have been kept in Canton,
^New York^.

Perhaps no more disagreeable day for late in May ̂ has ever been exper-
^ienced in that region than that of May 23 ̂ when the temperature was ̂ just barely
^a^bove the freezing point. Pellets of snow stung folks^' faces^. Icicles three
^i^nches lon^g hung from ap^ples trees and ̂ there was sno^w and *slue^h to wade thru.
It ̂ seemed more like March than May.

Freakish weather, during this period, wa^s not confin^ed to tĥ e U^nited
States. ^Reports from Siberia, *^Bussia, parts of Asia, and even ̂ Arctic regions,
^s^ho^wed that folks in those place^s were having queer weather too.
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*^During *this *period *an *electri^c *storm *visited *^Kans^a^s *and *c^har^ged *the
*^wire *fences *so *that *every *barb *of *the *fence *^gave *off *a *ti^n^/ *electric *bulb *of
*li^ght^. *Eve^n *the *horns *of *steers *driven *throu^eh *the *sto^rm *area^» *glowed *with *^a*^
*^ti^n^y *^lig^ht *on *the *tip *of *each *horn. *Stoves *became *so *highly *^ä^harged *that
*^gloves *^were *necessar^y *to *handle *the *lifter, *so *as *to *prevent *painful *shoc^ks.
*^And *yet *no *clouds *were *reported *and *no *rain *f^ell.

*fiecord *breaking *dro^u^g^ht *t^hreatened *the *water *supply *of *ma^ny *cities *in
*the *south *and *eastern *sectio^ns *of *the *country. *The *^huntin^g *s^eason *was *closed
*Ъу *proclamation *in *the *^Ad^lrondacks *durin^g *the *fall *season.

*Sn^awfall *r^ec^ords *of *100 *years *were *e^xceeded *d^uring *April *and *October
*^i^n *p^arts *of *^Maine *last *year^, *in *spite *of *the *sayi^ngs *of *the *old^est *inhabitants
*that *we *never *get *as *heavy *snows *no^w *as *they *did *when *they *were *^t^oys *or *girls.

*The *1^8 *months *period *was *ca^pped *by *the *most *d^estructi^ve *tornado *ever
*^r^epo^rted *anywhere. *It *occurred *eariy *in *t^he *sprin^g *in *^Missouri, *Illinois *and

*sections^.

*Please *don^'t *ask *me *to *e^xplain *these *conditions. *^NO *o^ne *can *tell *wh^y^,^
*t^hey *occur. *That *does *not *mean *that *there *^has *been *a *change *i^n *cli^mate, *or *any^-^
*thin^g *of *that *so^rt. *Sometim^e *the *we^ather *holds *to *the *uninterestin^g *nor^mal *that
*^^•^E^ually *goes *to *m^ake *pleasant *and *agreeable *weathe^r. *It *is *apt *ho^wever, *to
*^b^rea^k *out *at *^some *pl^ace, *any *ti.^ne. *Scareely *a *year *occurs *in *whic^h *a *weather
*^r^ecord *is *not *broken *somewhere.

*^w^"hen *we *think *a *weather *record *h^as *been *bro^ken *we *look *int^o *our *records
*^^

^n^<
^i *find *that *the *same *thi^n^g *has *occurred *man^y *times *wit^hin *t^he *period *of *wri^t-

*te^n *history^.

*^As *a *rule *we *reme^mber *the *unusual. *^T^ie *forget *the *thi^ngs *that *are *hap-
*every *day. *That^'s *one *reason *why *we *sometimes *think *the *climate^'s *c^hang-
*^Everyone *hears *the *older *folks *say *that *the *"old *fashio^ned *winter^" *is *a

*t^hi^n^g *of *the *past, *and *^"when *I *was *a *boy, *we *had *sleighi^ng *from *^Tha^nksgiving
*^to

 *^E^aster^"^.

*But *some *of *the *record^a *of *the *last *two *years *^will *provide *much *food
*discussion *in *years *to *come^.

*Investigations *of *old *records *are *con^stantly *bein^g *made, *and *while
*h^e^re *is *more *or *less *evidence *of *^"cycles^" *in *various *weather *elements, *—*
*^Specially *temperature *and *rainfall, *— *these *so^-c^alled *^"cycles^" *have *not

*accepted *by *m^any *distinguished *meteorologists.

*These *investig^ators, *however, *h^ave *shown *conclusi^vely *that *climatic
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*^chan^ges *^яге so s^mall that they are ̂ negli^gible, and that occasional ̂ "old-fas^h-
ioned^" ̂winters *^A

a
e^%

 *V
^c^8^r *dr^^ sum^mers ̂ may still be e^xpecte^d.

Last summer is a case in point. June was the ̂ wettest ̂ month on record,
in parts of so^uthern California. It was immediately follo^wed by nearly the
driest July on record in the C^aroli^li?s*. *^ï^ïhat may be expected, therefor, in
^the way of weather is very ̂ uncert^ain. Eut the clim^ate is another story, and
^yo^u m̂ ay de^pend on its stability. *Y^/e prep^are for winter by laying in an aver^-^
^a^ge sup̂ ply of coal^. But we *^aren^H sur^prised if se^asonal v^ariation requires
a ton or t̂ wo more — or perhaps le^aves us with a surplus in the bins.

So the cli^mate goes on, provi^din^g us an e^ndless â ccount from which we
^«^»^ay draw fû nds of e^xpectation and speculation. Veterans of many winters speak
^of hard ones back in the ̂ 'Seventies, — ̂ and we wonder if the^y were any worse
^than the winter of 1̂ 917̂ -̂ '18. They refer ̂ with conviction to ̂ a dr̂ y spell in

t̂ he ̂'Ei^ghti^es, and we wond^er if it ̂ was any worse than the sum^mer of 19̂ 2̂ 5-

*^For ̂winters come and winters go, but *^inan c^a^n^not re^member ̂ when there
not been ̂ winter^.

^Good, ̂ni^g^ht.
*^*-^*^*^*^* ̂* ̂* ̂* ̂*

^A^N^NOU^NCEMENT: some of our listeners undoubtedly ̂ h^ave i^nteresti^n^g stories to
^c^ontribute to t̂ he weat̂ her mans weekly cĥ ats. *Si^u. down ̂ and write in your oŵ n̂
^w^ords any incident you believe will be of interest ̂a^nd send it to this station
*° r̂ direct to t̂ he *U. *S. Department of A^griculture.
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