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*^А^К^Ж^ШСЕМ^Е^ЯТ: Do yo^u ^believe in signs? Do you think it means a lon^g, cold
^wi^nter ̂when the squirrels lay in a heavy store of n^uts? And does it s^pell
an early snowfall to you ̂ when the ̂gees^e fly South ̂ earlier than usual? Doubt^-^
less yo^u^'re amon^g the ̂mil^lio^ns of fol^ks ̂ who ̂ DO ̂ believe in signs. But the
^Weather Man says some signs don^'t mean m^uc^h. And in his Chat this evening^,^
he^'s going to tell you why. So hitch your chairs up ̂ "round the fire and list-
en.

The seasoned s^kip^p^er of a trim coasting schooner — which plied alon^g^
th^e ̂ North Atlantic coast — ^believed in si^gns. And although he depended gre^at^-^
ly on the *V^/eather Bureau ̂ for information, he often compared the official Weath-
^er forecasts with pr^edictions of his o^wn, based on signs he^'d used for years.
One day he confessed to a ̂ weather man how ̂ be knew ̂ when an "Easterly" was com-
^in^g.

"I always know ̂whe^n an '^Easterly
1
 is co^ming because the loons along the

^coast line ho^ller louder tha^n usual̂ ", he said.

He said another good sign of an east wi^nd ̂ was ̂ when t^he sun burnt t^h^e^
^back of his neck.

One day, the passen^ger steamer, "Bay State", w^as lying at t^he wharf in
^Portland, Maine, while the Captain waited for news regarding a bad storm which
^was reported along the ̂ North Atlan^tic coa^st. As the ̂ "Bay State^" rocked peace-
^f^ully^, the impatient passenger conf^essed to one another that if the Captain had
the coura^ge of his bold father, he^'^d star^t out and g^et th^e^m to thei^r ̂ destina^-^
tion without further delay. As the pas^sen^gers thus bitterly ̂gossip^ed, the Cap-
^tain sat locked in his cabin — declining to talk to any more a^ngry pass^engers.

The passe^nger^s grew more and more impatient. ^The C^aptain more â nd more
^determined to stay sn̂ û gly in harbor until it was safe to sail. The ̂ Weather
*^I^t^areau s^ent in warning^s that a storm of great intensity ̂ was howli^ng and whirl-
^i^ng off Cape Cod, moving northeast. The Capt^a^/in said he ̂ would not sail under
the circumstances.

All night lon^g the storm ra^ged. In the mornin^g news came to the "Bay
^State" that the steamship, "Portla^nd", was wrec^ked by the stor^m. ^Ev^eryone on
^board was lost^. The "Portl^and^" ran alternate trips with *the"^Bay State."
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*^Shen came the impatient pa^ssengers to see the Captain whose trust î n̂
scientific si^g^ns had saved their li^ves. Lining ̂ up on the deck, they praised
the skipper for his ̂ good ̂ jud^gment. ̂ Then they compliment^e^d the ̂ Weather B^ureau
on its accurate, everyday service^s to those who sail the ̂sea.

^For there are signs and signs, you see. *^U^Se ̂skip^per trust^s to a ̂ turnt
neck to advise him of the coming of an "Easterly^". ̂ Another lies at anchor —
while his pa^ssengers fume and scold — ̂ because the *ïïeather Bureau advises him
to sit tight until it^'s sâ fe to lift anchor and merrily steam â way.

Scientific weather for^e^castin^g is only a^bout 75 ŷ ears old, you knô w.
While Ben^jamin ̂Fran^klin knew some of the f^undamental principles *оп^'-which mod-
ern forecastin^g is ̂ based, folks in ̂Franklin^'s day depended mostly on a vast
quantity of ̂ weather lore that has no more scientific backin^g than the ̂ "Char^-^
leston^".

One of the most popular weather fâ llaciê s is that the moon has a great
influence on the weath^er. Folks who take stock in the moon th^eory, often for̂ -̂
get th^at the moon ̂ sheds its beams impartially on all the rest of mother earth,
as well as on their own particular community. So, if f̂ air weather co^mes with
the changing of the moon, ther^e must be f̂ air weathe^r in all the vast territory
lighted by the changing moon. ^Well, it^'s clear that it can^'t be fair weather
everywhere at once. It's very likely that the moon has influenced the prê -̂
vailing systems of courtship more t̂ han it has the precipit^ation that falls on
the lovers *' heads.

Another pop^ular fallacy — a mor^e recent one, by the way — is that the
cutting down of the forests has reduced the rainfall. Our weather men in dif̂ -̂
ferent sections of the West report that the belief is very popular in th^e^se
areas.

^Well, most folks know that the ̂main source — and about the only mater^-^
î al source — of moisture on the earth is the sea. ^This moisture is carried
inland only by the winds. Mo^untains that ̂ lift them^se^lves in the path of the.se
moisture-lad^en winds, have w^ell-watered slopes on their seaward ^side. But ̂ t^he
^valleys on tĥ e leeward side are comparati^v^ely d^ry.

Now, the force and direction of the winds is re^g^ulat^ed, not by the *for-
*^gj^sts. but by the distribution of air pressure over ̂great ̂'areas *^-^- oft^en a thous^-^
^and miles away. These areas may be tho^usands ̂of miles in diameter. Sinc^e this
i^s the ca^se, th^e force^s ̂t^h^at produce rainfall may have th^eir start a thousand

from the place where the rain actually occurs.

*It^Js true th^at wide, ̂ sweeping forests once cov^ered parts of Ari^zona and
Me^xico. The thousands of p^etrified tr^ee trunks there prove that. Well,

these sections are now almost rainle^ss. But they are rainless not becaus^e ma^n
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*c^ut down these for^ests. The forests ̂ were dead half a million years ̂b^efore ma^n^
cam^e to those parts^. The forests died ̂ bec^ause th^e moisture failed. ^Wh^y the
moist^ure failed, I don't know.

Many people ̂ beli^eve:

That a lo^n^g, cold ̂ winter is heralded when the squirrels ̂l^ay up a heavy
store of nuts^;

^Th^at the season will b^o a wet one when the mus^k rat build^s his house ̂at
a higher elevation than usual^;

^That it^'s a ̂ sign of an early winter when the wild ̂ geese fly hon^king
Southward, earlier in the season th^an usual^;

^An that thic^k corn ̂h^usks indicato a cold wint^er.

In other wo^rds, many p^eopl^e give the corn plant ^greater po^wer to pr^edict
the weather than th^ey, themselves, po^ssess. I wouldn^'t like it to be thought
that a musk rat is wiser than I, ̂ would you?

Investigations into these signs have ̂ shown that they h^ave no foundatio^n^
in fact. The squirrels lay up a bountiful supply of nuts wh^en there are lots
of nuts to be had^. ^The musk rat determines the elevation of his mound by the
height of the water at the time he begins to build his ^mound. If the wat^er^'s
^high^, the musk rat bui^lds his mound high. A^n early storm may send the wild
^geese flying *steadly to the South — but it might clear up after they go^.

1̂̂

Corn husks are thick or thin according to the weather that prevailed while the
husks were gro^wing. It^'s pretty well established that the weather for *192^J^
can^'t be foretold by the state of the weather in 19̂ 2̂ 6.

It's said *th^^t the word got about in a certain section that all the *si^f^tï*^-'
pointed to a hard, hard winter. The corn husks were thick. The geese had
flown South. And so on. So the hardware dealers laid in a heavy stock of blo^w^
*^Jrorche^s. They e^xpec^ted to have a big business in thawi^ng out pipes. ^Well,
the winter came. A^nd it was th^e ^mildest in 3^6 year^s. ^That p^robably shook their
faith in lon^g range sî gn reading.

Of course, so^me of the well worn weather sayings have ̂ 0 lot of truth in
them. ̂-^For in^stance, this one: "^Rainbow in the morning, s^ailor take warnin^g.
^Rainbow at night, sailor^'s delight^", h^as prob^ably set a lot of sails in the
past and sent countless ships a s^ailing. It can b^e proved that there^'s con^-^
siderable truth ̂ in this sayin^g.

And here's another that the sailors know: ̂"Macke^rel sky and mare^'s t^ails
^make lofty ships carry low sails". Th^at's ̂ how it goes. ̂Now ̂"^m^acker^el sky and
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*mare's tails^» me^an that *cirro^-c^w^u^l^us cl^ouds ^are pres^en^t in t̂ he sk̂ ŷ . A^nd these
clouds usually me^an rain ̂and ̂hi^gh ̂wind. ̂E^v^er^y ̂s^ai^lo^r *^k^a^o^w^e *e^n^o^i^f^e^b ̂to *^f^wi *^eo^m^t^.^
or all̂ , of the sails ̂-^when a hi^gh wind^'s threatened.

But there^'s no re^aso^n to suppose that if ̂ «It rai^ns on St. *Swithi^n's D^ay,
it ̂ will rain for ̂ 40 days^", or that ̂ "the moo^n and the weather chan^ge together *.*
I u^sed to ̂ believe that ̂whe^n I ̂w^as a s^m^all boy. But I ̂ was often disappointed
^when the si^gns failed to c^ome ^true. O^r glad that they didn^'t, as the case ma^y^
*^Ъе.

And I'd like to say that there^'s a lot of truth in Bacon^'s famous sa^yin^g,
that "every wind ha^s it^'s weather". ^Generally, in thi^s latitude, a wind fro^m^
the East means that a storm is on the way. A wind from tĥ e West may mean that
a storm^'s past and ̂ gone.

The ̂ Weather Bureau is very *an^aious to e^xtend its forecasts to a month
or a season in advance. But it ̂ will not do so until there^'s sound, scientific
^basis for such a system of forecasting. ̂ The ̂ Weather Bureau ̂has ̂no ̂use for ̂ pop^-^
ular weather ^fallacies a^nd ha^s ̂ no intention of ̂ b^asing its forecasts on goose^-^
bone and ground-hog w^eather signs.

*АЖО^ШСЕМ^ШТ^: This concludes the ^Weather Man^'s regular weekly C^h^at, relea^sed
by the U. *S. ̂Departme^nt of A^gricultu^re through this Station. ̂ Next ̂ Wednesday
evening, he ̂ will continue the series of ta^lks on the olde^st thing in the world.
If you have a^ny ̂ questions you wa^nt taken up in these talks or any pet ̂signs
you'd like to have considered — s^end them in.
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