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Chats *Ъ^у ̂ the *^V^t^eat^her Man. ^Wed^.^Dec.22. *\ *^^ *^-^'

*^A^MO^U^NC^MEN^T^i Speakin^g of *Christ^uas pr^esent^s re^min^d^s *^oe of the services ̂of
th^e U.S.^Weather ^Bureau. Of course the forecast^s^, â nd other ser^vic^es, aren^'t
e^xactl^y free. They cost each person in the unit^ed States the price of a
*2-cent *sta^o^p'a ye^ar. Here^'s a year^-round Santa Glaus that ̂па^пу folks call
in every day. In his chat toni^ght, the ̂W^eather Man is goi^n^g to tell you
hô î r *^r^aany ̂A^merica^n com^munities use these day^-by-day ^Weather Bureau services^,^
^t^ir^. ̂Weather ̂Man...

*oOo

A ̂ weather ̂ nan e^mployed in th^e ̂ weather office of a ̂ Florida city a fe^w^
yea^rs a^go, tells thi^s a^musing yarn. *^-—

^"I^n the old days our weather office was located on t^he *s^a^t^ie floor with
the U.S. Court. It ̂ was a ̂busy ̂morning ̂we were havin^g. The hall ad^joinin^g^
our office was crowded with witnesses^*^- and ̂j^urors called in on a c^ase^«

*^и
^Ыу chief and I were workin^g on the weather ̂ map — translating the code

reports as they ca^me in. The crowd*^\^w^as all eyes and e^ars.

^•^»^Pretty soon I *ca^r^ae to a ̂ misspelled word in the Kans^as *Ci^tty report^, I
had had enou^gh e^xperience to know t^hat it was not a good code word^, ̂but
I didn^'t know exactly what th^e wo^rd ̂ might ̂ mean, either. So I turned to the
chi^ef and asked, ̂«^What will we do ̂ with Kansas City^?

1
 In other words^, I

wanted to ̂know what the word ̂ meant — what was ̂Kansas City re^porting to
us in its code telegram? The chief answered, ̂'^Make it rain^'*.

^"That was the signal for the boys out i^n th^e hall to perk up their ears.
One of the^m turn^ed to a co^mpanion and whispered, with a lot of ̂r^espect in
his voice, ̂'^they're ̂goin^g to ̂ make it rain in ̂ Kansas City today

1
*"

^t

I suppose they actually thou^ght we could.

So^me folks so^mehow still believe that we can *^na^ke it rain. They seem to
thin^k that our forecasts are built up in our offices. Of course, the
predictions are based on hundreds of accurate observations *r^»:ade right *out-of
-doors all over the United States.

Ŝ ô me people see^m to think ̂w^e can pick a rainy day for K̂ ansas City out
of a plug ĥ at — ̂ just as a ma^gician tak^es out a rabbit.

B̂ ut th^e *^uen ̂who are *^uaki^ûg daily use of ̂ W^eather Bureau ob^servations



*^R-С^Ш

^what *tho o^bs^er^vations *^nean, ho^w they^'re *^o^ade*, and how to use them^. For
e^xa^mple :

A cannin^g co^m^p^an^y^, in order to avoid havin^g a stock ̂ of cans on hand durin^g^
t̂ he to^mato cannin^g season, consults the *ï^ieather Bureau ̂ as to the weather
ch^ances for the ne^xt few d̂ ays durin^g the ĉ â nnî n̂ g season. If weather
favorable for ri^pening to^matoes is expected, the cô m̂ pany puts in an order
for ̂ more cans. B̂ ut if low te^mperature threate^ns freezin^g of the to^mato
cro^p, no more cans are ordered.

That̂ 's what ̂ might be called vision in bu^siness^, it *ßee^ms to ̂ne.

In rating a western city f^or fire insura^nce, th^é f^ollowing infor^mation
was secured fro^m the ̂ Weather Bureau: ̂ Number of days a year with wind
velocity of 25 miles a^n hour ̂ or more *^•^*^- *a^Vefage nu^mber of months a year
with snowfall of more than 10 ̂inches *^•^-- and the average number of ̂ months
a year having ten days or m^ore wi^th a maxim^u^m t^emperature of 32 degrees or
lower. Then the in^suranc^e com^pany had *someth^'ing t^o wor^k on.

^Even though it ̂usuall^y *seetn^s t^o *r^ai^h on days set for ^picnics, it^'s often
possible to a^void this by ge^ttin^g weather i^nformation a day or two in ad̂ -̂
vance and then choosing a day billed as ̂"fa^ir^". If you don^'t give the
weat^her ̂ much adva^nce ̂notice^, it will be mighty hard for *^tt to br^ew up a
^bri^sk rain st^orm on such short notice^,

*^ï^îhen the weather office forecasts sno^w, officials out in a large
^W^estern city get ready to remov^e the snow fro^m the streets before it comes.
The power street *flushers are filled ̂wi^th warm water from mountain springs
which i^s dâ shed on the street^s to melt the snow.

^Many housewives set the fa^mily washday and picnic dates by weather
office calc^ulations.

^M^anagers of out^-door skating rink^s in m̂ â ny ̂ A^merican cities^, û ŝ e the
weather forecast^s a^s a guide in floodin^g th^eir rin^ks.

Society women use t^he weather forecasts in planning after^noon teas, re-
ceptions, lawn ̂ parties, and other social ̂ ent^ertain^ment^s.

Red Cro^ss district ̂mana^gers receive warnings of co^min^g storms, cold
waves, floods, torn^adoes, and other weather disturbanc^es^, which might
result i^n disa^sters great enoû gh to require relief by the ̂ Red Cross.

One day a hydroplane ran out of fuel â nd was forced to land on the
^waters of the Ĝ ulf of Mexico, eighteen miles fro^m *Bur^wood, Louisiana.
*^Haval officers co^nsulted the ̂ Weather Bureau and were told that northeast
winds of 12 *uiles an hour on Su^nday, and 12 to 24 ̂miles ̂an hour on Monday,
woû ld ̂ drive the plan̂ e toward the ̂ southwest.. But, said th^e weather officials^,^
^s^w^ell^s f̂ r̂ ô m a hurricane in the eastern Gulf, would tend to carry the plane
toward the west. The two forces would drive the aircraft toward th^e we^st^-
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ŝô û t̂ ĥ -̂ ŵ ê ŝ t̂ . ̂Well, the ̂ plâ ne was fô û n̂ d Tuê sday afternoo^n, î n ̂ latitud̂ e 28
d^egrees ̂ 36 ̂ minutes^, lon̂ gitud̂ e 91 ^— w^hich is c^ertainly west^-southwest of
^where it landed and ^very close to where t̂ he ^Weather Bur̂ eau Offiĉ ial cal̂ -̂
culated it would be. *^An^o^t^U^i^or^^illu^stration of the services of t^he ̂ W^eather
Bur̂ eau in savin^g lives and ̂preve^ntin^g loss of ̂ property.

^A city engineer in a *^Ï^Ïyouing city ̂ was faced with the ̂jo^b of installin^g^
sewer mains in t̂ hat ̂Far ̂West *c^o^i^j^uu^uity. ̂Did ̂he trust to ̂luc^k^? He did not.
He went to t^he w^eat^her r^ecords to find out the *r^jaxi^n^ur^a rainfall in the city
over a ̂ period of yea^rs. Then he ̂pro^posed *^uains sufficiently lâ rge to ĥ andle
a rainfall of 2 inch^es cô ning in an hour̂ .

A large ̂ bric^kyard in ̂ Georgia doesn^'t tâ ke any cha^nces of ̂ wet bricks
freê zin̂ ĝ , ^When the weather office ^predicts fallin̂ g te^m^perature, the
^bric^kyard *^uen t̂ â ke ̂ pro^per precautions to ^protect the wet bricks. That̂ 's
^ju^st ̂plain good ̂ business^.

^Man^y city co^n^dissioners ̂ e^mploy laborers on the city street^s ô nly i^n ̂ good
we^ather — due to ̂li^mited fi^n^ances. The *^u^en report for duty each mor̂ nî nĝ .̂
If bad weather prevails— and if the forecast and weather ̂m^ap indicate that
the who^le dâ y *^v^/ould be *st^o^r^ay, — the *co^u^uissioners lay the boys off for the
dâ ŷ .

^Now I could go ̂ on unti^l tim^o to hang the stockin^gs up ne^xt Saturday night,
tê llî n̂ g you how the weather ̂ can co^mes to the A^merica^n pu^blic in the white
^w^hiskers, red cap, and fur coat ̂ of Santa ̂ Glaus, every day in the year. B̂ ut
tî m̂ e will not per^mit such a lon̂ g story. I merely ̂ wanted to t^ell you that
there ̂are ̂way^s of ̂maki^ng use of weath^er re^ports not ordin^arily listed in
tĥ e books.

Before I ŝ ay ̂ good ni^ght, I want to wi^sh you all a merry ̂Christ^mas â nd
a happy New Year from — the *^ï^ïe^ather *Iv^îan.

*oOo—^-

^A^nd with t^hat ^last ^wish rin^gi^ng i^n your ears^, the ̂ Weat^her *^Шш
*r^uak^es his ^bo^« and e^xit^. H^O will b^e b^ack ne^xt ^Wednesday evening ^with
another talk dir^ect from the *^ï^ïeather Bur^eau, *U.S.^Depart^nent of A^griculture.
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