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*^A^N^Ä^)U^NC^EME^NT^: — In his las^t five c^hats, t̂ he ̂ leather ̂ Ma^n ĥ â s told you somethin^g â bô û t̂
^his ̂work ̂— Abo^ut the ̂gener^al im^portance of the weather — A littl^e â bout hô ŵ
^forec^asts are made — And a fê w f̂ acts about hô w forecast̂ s are used ̂whe^n madê . *^To-
*^aight the ^Weather ^Man is goin^g to cito ̂ a fê w instan̂ ĉ es of the ^importance o^f ^wea^ther
te^stimon^y in cô urt ^Actions^. Thî s feâ ture comes to you f̂ r̂ om the U. *S. ̂Depart^m^ent
*^°^f A^griculture ̂throu^g^h s^tation *.

^4^t ̂* ̂* ̂*

*Were *it *a *clear *day^» *^G^eneral *Pu^tna^m *wa^s *taking *^big *ch^anc^es *^wh^en *he *c^autio^ne^d^
*^men^, *crouched *^ato^p *B^unk^er *Hill, *not *to *fir^e *until *they *could *s^ee *the *^whi^te^« *of

*the *^Redcoats^' *eyes^. *^While *a *ma^n *^with *^good *eye^sight *can *^ma^k^e *out *a *p^e^r^sons1 *ey^es
*^a^t *a^b^out *2^UO *feet *distance, *he *can^'t *see *the *whites *of *the^m *as *a *fule *at *more *tha^n^
*^90 *feet^-

*^E^ven *if *you *ha^ve *keen *eyesight, *a^nd *the *visibility *is *good^, *you *ca^n^'t
*°^r^di^i^j^ariiy *recogni^ze *a *person *you *have *seen *but *^Onc^e *before, *at *a *greater *di^stane^«^

*60 *f^eet^. *If *you *know *him *^well, *you *^may *be *able *to *reco^gni^z^e *him *.^at *f^r^om *2^бО
*350 *fe^et. *If *he *is *a *member *o^f *y^ou^* *fa^mil^y, *^e^ve^n *^at *about *500 *f^eet^.'

*^Th^at *ma^y *a^ccount *for *so *ma^ny *me^n *bein^g *mi *^»ta^ue^n^1 *^E^O^T *game *this *ti^me *o^f *y^e^ar
*^hunting *i^t *in *or^"de^r.

*^The *s^li^ghtest *mov^ements *of *the *h^ead^tar^r^as, *or *le^g^s, *are *^visi^b^l^e *at *3^00 *fe^et^.
*mo^vement^« *may *be *seen *at *1,000 *fe^et^/ *E^at, *at *^1,7^50 *feet, *a *h^u^m^an *^b^eing

*^A^p^pears *only *as *an *indefinite *for^m. *And, *at *2^,300 *feet, *large *body *mov^e^ment^«^
*^c^a^nnot *be *d^et^ect^ed.

*On *a *bright *moonlit *n^ight, *the *illumination *is *about *one-^600, *000th *pa^rt
*^°^* *t^h^e *light *of *high *^moon. *^A^it, *wh^en *cl^ean *snow *is *on *the *ground, *the *il^lumin^atio^n^
*^*^* *^c^on^si^derably *more. *Snow *reflects *about *^Uo *per *cent *of *the *light *it *receive^s.

*of *its *whitene^s^s^, *th^ere *seems *to *be *^аюге *light *tha^n *there *actually *i^s^.^
*t^hen, *a *bright *moonlit *night *in *winter *is *never *^"as *light *as *day^.11

*^This *^question *of *the *degree *of *light *is *often *mighty *im^p^ort^ant *in^ccou^r^V^
*^a^°^Vio^n^e. *^Weather *records *are *frequently *int^soduced *as *evidence *in *that *connection^.

*s*
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*^For *in^stance, *^several *y^ears *ago, *a *^we^ather *^»an *te^stified *^before *a *Unite^d^
*^C^o^mmise *ioner, *i^n *e^xtradition *proceedi^ngs, *again^st *a *man *accuse^d *of *^m^order^.^

*^w^e^ath^er *ma^n *^w^as *asked *to *testif^y *in *regard *to *th^e *^w^eather *^a^ä^d *moon^light *in *^a*^
*cit^y *in *^Bussi^a *on *such *and *such *a *ni^ght. *The *man *^acc^u^s^ed *of *^m^ur^d^e^r *ha^d^
*to *thi^s *co^unt^r^y. *^W^ell, *the *^we^ather *r^ecord^s *^w^e^re *^secur^e^d *from. *^R^us^sia
*the *^W^eat^her *B^ureau *in *^Wa^s^hingto^n^. *^They *showe^d *that *on *the *night *o^f *the

*v^i *^^ed *c^rime^, *the^re *^was *bright *moon^li^ght *and *s^now *on *the *ground. *T^h^erefore, *the
*^i^li^t^v *.^W^a^s *v^er^y *g^ood^. *This *evid^ence *w^a^s *brought *in *to *det^ermine *if *the^re *^w^a^s^
*li^ght *on *t^hat *night *t^o *^permit *the *acc^u^sing *wi^t^n^esse^s *to *r^eco^gni^ze *th^e *m^ur-
*Th^e *d^e^ci^sio^n *of *th^e *Com^missioner *wa^s *agai^nst *t^h^e *pri^soner.



*The *^We^a^ther *^M^an *app^ea^rs *^in *a *^great *^v^ar^i^et^y *of *l^a^ws^uit^s. *^Tho^se *in^vol^ving
*p^e^rs^ona^l *in^j^ury, *m^urde^r^, *robbery, *arso^n, *loss *b^y *fir^e, *divorce, *^d^ela^yed *con-
*struction *^wor^k, *^damag^* *to *peri^sha^ble *^goo^ds *— *are *som^s *of *the *^more *co^m^mo^n *typ^e^s^.

*He *may *^b^e *called *in *by *t^h^e *plaintiff *or *the *defen^s^e *to *testify *as *to *co^n-
*ditio^ns *of *sunshine, *mo^onl^igh^t, *tempera^ture, *rainfall *or *s^n^o^w *fall, *^wi^nd *s^peed,
*^h^umidity^, *^wind *direction, *or *a^ny *ot^her *of *^the *we^at^her *fa^cto^rs^. *^The *^Weather *Ma^n^
*^n^>ay *b^e *a^sked *to *^t^estify *concerning *visi^bility, *condition *of *the *ground, *the
*^foliage *of *plants.

*Nic^k *Märzen, *the *^b^utcher, *^killed *a *man *for *his *^money *so^me *years *a^go. *I^b^
*^he *hid *the *body *in *a *barn^. *It *w^as *winter. *The *Stat^e *produc^ed *th^a *weather *record^s^
*to *^show *that *the *te^mperature *d^urin^g *the *period *was *frequ^ently *very *low *—*
*^_ *• *.-:.^j^»^j-^; *•• *.^- *__ *a^nd *suffici^ent *to *preserve *th^e *bo^dy *fro^m *deco^mpositio^n^,^
*^Nic^k *^Mär^zen, *the *^b^atch^er, *was *gi^ven *a *life *sentenc^e^.

*^Following *testimo^ny, *proving *that *there *wa^s *s^ufficien^t *light *on *the *.nig^h^*^
*^o^f *the *cri^me *for *Luetgert *to *kill *his *wife *and *destroy *h^er *^body *in *on^e *of *his *^v^at^e,
*Luetgert *was *give^n *a *life *sentence. *He *died *in *pr^i^so^n. *^In *mirder, *a^r^son, *or
*^robbery *trials, *the *^Weather *^Man's *testimo^ny *reg^a^rdi^ng *v^isibility *i^s *often *a^n *i^m^-^
*^p^o^rtant *factor. *He *consults *hi^s *re^cords *for *the *^day *o^r *night *of *t^he *cri^m^e^, *^and
*gives *his *findings *to *the *court. *Several *^y^ears *^ago, *i^n *a *ro^bb^ery *case *whe^re *t^h^e^
*^v^erdict *h^ung *on *^'testimony *rega^rding *the *occ^urr^enc^e *of *a *h^eavy *rainfall. *A *ho^me
*^1^1^3^x^1 *b^een *robbed *:one^- *night *during *a *th^under^stor^m. *On^ô *of *the *family *claimed *he
*^reco^g^nize^d *their *chauffeur *in *the *dark, *^as *^t^he *bur^glar. *The *chauffeur *was *^a^rr^f^c^
*^B^it *at *the *trial *it *was *brought *out *that *th^ere *^had *^been *a *hea^vy *fall *of *rain *^at
*^t^he *ti^me, *it *was *shown *that *the *ch^auffeur^'s *^sho^es *^w^ere^n^'t *mu^ddy. *His *cl^othi^n^g^
*^wa^s *dry^, *also. *The *^jury *d^ecided *that *it *was *a *ca^se *.of *mist^kk^e^h *id^ent^ity.

*Several *years *ago, *a *man *sued *the *City *of *Ch^ica^g^o *for *dam^a^ge *to *^go^o^d^s *i^o^
*hi^« *basem^ent. *He *clai^med *that *the *^st^reet *^W^a^s *d^efec^tiv^e *and *^allowe^d *th^e *^wa^ter
*^*r^°^œ *^a *h^eavy *rainfall *to *acc^umulat^e *.^u^u^Ui *i^t *f^in^ally *r^an *d^own *into *hi^e *^ba^se^me^nt.
*^-^scoros *show^e^d *^th^at *for *^mor^a *^t^h^a^f^t *^* *^w^eek *b^efore *the *date *of *th^e *a^lleged *d^ama^g^e^,^
*th^ere *ha^d *b^e^e^n *^n^o *^rain *or *^e^n^o^w^» *^t^t^h^d *tha^t *t^h^e *te^m^perature *had *^be^en *^t^a^l^e *belp^f^c *^ee^ro

*^water *^co^uld *have *fallen *on *the *^stre^e^t. *^Eve^n *^I^f *it *h^ad,, *it^-^t^W^u^l^d *^h^a^ve *^fro^f^ee^n^
*Th^e *^j^udge *instr^ucted *the *^jury *to *give *a *verdict *t^n *^favo^r *^of *^the *City^.

*^T^wo *cas^es *are *recalled *where *it *was *charged *th^e *wi^n^d *had *c^arried *^sparks
*^r^ro^m *^a *railroad *locomotive *and *set *fire *to *nearby *proper^ty. *In *^b^oth *instances
*^the *records *showed *that *the *wind *— *at *the *t^ime *of *the *fire *— *was *bl^owing *dir^e^c^t^
*^y *a^*^ay *fro^m *the *p^roperty *and *that *loco^m^otive *sparks *cculdn^rt *poss^ib^l^y *have *been
*^eB^P°^a^s^ible. *The *jud^ges *ordered *thei^r *juries *to *brin^g *i^n *verdicts *in *favo^r *of *the
*^railroad^s *^,

*Some *year^s *ag^o, *^one *^Capta^i^n *^Geo^r^ge *^W^ellington *Str^eeter^, *lai^d *claim *to
*^P^r^o^pert^y *on *the *^no^rt^h^» *ide *lake *fro^nt *of *Chicago-. *The *pr^op^erty *.i^s *wo^rt^h *more *tha^n^
*^*^D, *000, *000^. *^W^ell, *t^h^e *^Capt^ai^» *declared *th^at *he *was *shi^pw^re^cked *in *a *storm *July
*^f *^'

 *^I^e^8^6, *an^d *t^h^at *^h^i^e *^boa^t, *^the *^"^R^euta^n,^" *^k^a^d *bee^n *tosse^d *up *^on *a *sand^bar *at *th^e^
*^o^t *of *oak *^Str^e^e^t^-^, *Ch^ica^go^. *I^f^c *t^i^n^e^, *the *^w^ater^y *^g^ap *^bet^w^ee^n *thi^s *i^sl^and *of *^s^a^nd

*^*^*^* *^the *^a^alnla^n^d *^f^illed *up *with *^«^en^d^. *La^ter.^, *i-t *e^xt^an^d^ed *to *the *^no^rth *a^n^d *sou^t^h^.^
*H^g

 *^8^a^P^t^ai^n *l^aid *-c^laim *to *all *th^i^s *^la^n^d, *^a^nd *^e^a^r^ned *it *^»^Di^strict *^o^f *Lake *^Michi^ga^n.^"^
*^that *it *^v^a^c *^во *p^ar^t *of *Illinoi^s, *b^ut *^a *separa^te *co^m^mo^n^wealth *^u^nder *th^e



^- ̂3 *•^*

^j^u^risdiction of t̂ he United State^s. ^Accordin^g to t̂ he ̂w^eathe^r r^ecord^s pro^d^uced for
^that ̂ J^uly day i^n 1̂ 38̂ 6, there *^T^T^&^S no ̂st^or^m pr^eva^ili^ng, ̂ b^ut t^he dâ y ^was fine ̂with ̂a^
^g^e^ntle off^-shore weste^rly ̂ wi^nd. Tĥ e C^a^ptain, ̂w^ho died ̂j^ust a few ŷ ears ago, l^ost
ĥ̂ is case.

^There i^s the curiô us case of t h^a ̂ man with a *fro^aen ̂--^ear. H^e claimed that
the frozen ear *I^sd ̂ to erysipela^s^- ^And, a^s h^e ĥ ad accid^e^n^t insuranc^e — ^tut n̂ ô
^health insurance — he clai^med tha^t the fre^ez^i^n^g of ̂t^h^e ear was an ̂ "accid^e^nt^".
H^o produced records to ^show that the ^weather ^was such a^s to ha^ve po^s^sibly caused
it^.

Then there is the man ̂ with th^e cinder in hî s ^eye. ^He s^aid that on ̂à *certai^r,
*^day, a ̂ «est wi^nd *b^ï.^-e^w a large ci^nder ̂f^ro^m a c^ertai^n ̂fa^c^tory di^rectly ̂in^to his eye.
^This finally caused the loss of hî s si^ght *̂ t ̂ It ̂ was pr^o^ve^d that tĥ e- ^wind did
^a^ct^ually ̂blo^w frô m the west^, ̂ as the ^man claimed^*

In personal in̂ jury suits ag^ainst street-ca^r or r^ail^road co^mpanies, ̂all
^kinds of ^questions are aŝ ked about the weather^. *^T^b^s attorn^eys m̂ ay want to show
^that rain was falling — or had fallen a short ti^m^e pr^evio^us to the accid^e^nt ̂—^
^Bakin^g the rail slippery and preventing the *motorma^n or e^ngi^neer from ̂ stoppin^g^
^the car or *t^aain so^on enoû gh to avoid collis^io^n or other acc^id^ent. Or else that
^t^he streets were icy, and the plaintiff fell on the ice in the street after
â̂ lî ghting fro^m the car̂ .,

Most of the claî ms ̂ by sĥ î ppers a^gai^nst rail^r^oads for *goo^& damaged ̂ by raî n̂
*Ô r cold are settled on th^e ba^si^s of ̂ wea^ther r^ec^o^rds ̂and ̂wi^t^hout reco^urse to court̂ s.

^A promin^ent lâ wŷ er recently ̂ s^tated that during th^e pâ st ̂20 ̂y^ea^rs, ̂he:.had
^r^epeatedly used th^e evidenc^e of the ̂ w^eather records ̂ and th^at they ĥ ad *^Ъее^п ̂i^m^-^
p^o^rtant factors in winning at least ̂ 50 cases.

^W^eather has been an i^m^portant factor in many trials but is equa^lly i^mportant
^i^n ̂n^early ̂all life^'s activities. There is ha^r^dly a single â ct in the dra^m^a of
^life i^n which weath^er does^n^'t pla^y a l^eadin^g par̂ t.

Â N̂ N̂ OÛ NĈ EMÊ NT̂ : This is the si^xth of a *seri^ea of cĥ ats ̂ with the ^Weather Ma^n, a
*S
^' *^^P^a^r^t^ae^nt of Agriculture feature^. If ̂ you a^r^e ̂e^n^joying and profiting ̂by
programs drop us a line which ̂ we sĥ all g^ladly forward on to the U. S*. ̂ Weather

^n, if
 *̂ yô u *̂ have

 *^ha^a
 *an̂ y

 ^intere^sting e^xperienc^es to relate, please m^ention
and ̂ also ask any ^practical questio^n *• o^n the su^bject of the weather tĥ at

to you^.
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