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Chats Ly.the weath?!' Man. ... RELEASE Nov.,10,. | c])_@

ANNOUNCEMENT: --In his last five chats, the Weather Man has told you something about
his work -~ About the general importance of the weather -- A little about how :
forecasts are made -- And a few facts about how forecasts are used when made. To-
night the Weather lian is going to cite a few instances of the importance of weather
testimony in court -ections. This feature comes to you from the U. S. Department
of Agriculture through station .
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Were it a clear day, General Putnam was taking big chances when he cautioned
his men, crouched atop Bunker Hill, not to fire until they could see the whifes of
the Redcoats! eyes. While a man with good eyesight can meke out @ persons' eyes
;8 ?bout 2L0 feet distance, he can't see the whites of them as a fule at more than

eet.

Even if you have keen eyesight, and the visibility is good, you can't .
Ordigmrily recognize a person you have seenr but once before, at a greater distance
than B0 feet. If you know him well, you may be able to recogmize him at frdm 260
%0 350 feet. If he is a member of your family, evern at about 500 feet.

That may account for So many men being mivtaket for game this time of year
When hunting 18 in oddef.

The slightest movements of the head,arms, or legs, ar® visidle at 300 feet.
Largey movementsa mey be seen at 1,000 feet. But, at 1,750 feet, a human being
Ppears only as an indefinite form. And, at 2,300 feet, large body movements
Camot be detectdd. :

. On a bright moonlit night, the illumination is about one-600 ,000th part e
of the light of high moén. But, when clean snow is on the ground, the illumination
13..consid'era‘bly more. Snow reflects about 4O per cent of the light it receives.
SCause of i1ts whitenese, there seems to be nore light that there actually is.

ven then, o bright moonlit night in winter is never "as light as day.":

This question of the degree of i1ight is often mighty important inucourt™ ,
&ct jons. Weather records are frequently inteoduced ae evidence in that commection.

St For instance, several ysars ago, a weather men testified before a United
ates Commissioner, in extradition proceedings, egainst a man accused -of marder.
cer eather man was asked to testify in regard to the weather-and moonlight in a
esztﬁ.ln city in Russia on such and such a2 night. The man accused of marder had
thraped to this country. Well, the weather records were secured from Russia
aliqugh the Weather Bureau in Waghington. They showed that on the night of the
visfﬁ"d crime, there was bright moonlight and snow on the ground. Therefore, the
en 1lity was very good. This evidence was brought in to determine if there was
de,-Q:Gh light on that night to permit the accusing witnesses to recognize the mur-
T. The decision of the Commiseioner wa® against the prisomer.
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The Weather Man appears In a great variety of Yawsuits. Those involving
personal injury, murder, robbery, arsoia, loss by fire, divorce, dglayed con-
struction work, damege to perishable goods -- are some of the more common typec.

He may be called in by the plaintiff or the defense to testify as to con-
ditions of sunshine, moonlight, temperature, rainfall or spow fall, winrd speed,
humidity, wind direction, or any other of the weather factors. The Westher Man
may be asked to bestify concerning visibility, condition of the ground, the
foliage of plants.

C Nick Marzen, the butcher, killed a man for his money some years ago. Thi.
he hid the body in a barn. It was winter. The State produced the weather records
to show that the temperature during the period was frequently very low —--

SooemedTo - L L apd sufficient to preserve the body from decomposition.

Nick Marzen, the tatcher, was given a life sentence.

Following testimony, proving that there was sufficient light on the night

of the crime for Luetgert to kill his wife and destroy her body in one . of his vats,

Luetgert was given a life sentence. He died in prison. In murder, arson, or

robbery trials, the Weather Men's testimory regstding visibility is often an im-

Dortant factor. He consults his records for the fay or night of the crimg, qnd

giYes his findings to the court. Several years &go, in a robbery case where the

verdict hung on-testimony regarding the oceurrence of a heavy rainfall. ‘A home
been robbed ione night during a thunderstorm. One of the family claimed he

Tecognized their chauffeur in the dark, as tre burglar. The chauffeur was errested.

t at the trial it was brought out that there Bad been a heavy fall of rain‘at
the time, It was shown that the chauffeur's shoes waren't muddy. Hi;’clothing

788 dry, also. The jury decided that it was a case of misthken identity. -

. Several years ago, a man sued the City of Chicago for damage to govds in
his basement. He claimed that the street Was defective and allowed the water
irom 2 heavy rainfall to accumulate wntil it finklly ran down into hie Yasement.
1o S0TéS ehowed that for more thall & week bvefore the date of ths alleged damage,
there had been nd rain or Bndw, whd theb the temperature had been far balow gero.
Yo water could have fallen on the strest. Even 1f 1t had, 1t weuid have frogen
q“ickiY- The judge instructed the jury to give a verdict in favor &f the City.

or Two cases are recalled where it was charged the wind had carried sparks
thém & rajilroad locomotive and set fire to nearby properiy. In toth instances

N ® Tecords showed that the wind -- at the time of the fire -- was blowing direc
Y away from the property and that locomctive sparks cculdn’t possibly have been

Te8ponsible. The judges ordered their juries to bring in verdicts in favor of the
Tailroadsg,

Some years ago, one Captaim George Wellington Streeter, laid claim to
proPel‘ty on the neérths ide lake front of Chicago. The property is worth more then
13.000.000~ Well, the Captein declared that he was shipwrecked im a storm July
fo&flsge' and that hie boat, the "Reutan," kad been tossed up on a sandbar at tle
ast tOf Oak Strest, Chicago. In time, the watery gop tetwsen this island of sand
The ‘he mainland filled up with ssnd. Later, it eztanded to the north and south.
He iﬂaptain laid -claim to-2ll this land, -and nared it YDistrict of Lake Michigan."®

nsisted that it wae no part of Illincis, tat a separate coumonwealth under the
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Jurisdictiqn of the United States. According to thé weather racords produced for
that July day in 188, there was no storm prevailing, but the day was fine with a

ﬁentle off-shore westerly wind. The Captain, who died just a few years ago, lost
is case.

There i¢ the curious case of tho man with a frozen rear. He claimed that
the frozen ear 12d to erysipelas. And, as he had accident insurance -- tut no
health insurance -- he claimed that tne Tfreczing of the ear was an "accident'.
He produced records to show that the weather was such as to have poSsibly caused
it. -

Then there is the man with the cinder in his éye. He said that on & certain
day, a west wind blew a large cinder from a certain factory directly imtc his eye.
This finally csused the loss of his sight. It was proved that the wind did
actually blow from the west, as the man claimed.

In personal injury suits ageinst street-car or railroad compenies, all
kinds of questions are asked about the weather. The asttorneys may want to show
that rain was falling -- or had fallen a short time previous tc the accident --
Taking the rail slippery and preventing the motorman or ehgineer from stopping
the car or tmain socn enough to avoid collisfon or other accidant. Or else that
the streets were icy, and the plaintiff fell on the ice in the street after

alighting from the car.

Most of the claims by shippers against railroeds for good dameged by rain
Or cold are settled on the basis of weather records and without recourse to courts.

A promimmnt lawyor recently stated that during the past 20 years, He: had
Tepeatedly used the evidence of the weather records and that they had been im-
Portant factors in winning at least 50 cases.

N Weather has been an important factor in many t$rials but is equally important
D nearly g1l 1ife's activities. There is barély a single act in the drama of

life in which weatYer doesa't play a leading part.

ﬁNNUUNCEMENT: This is the sixth of a seriea of chats with the Weather Man, a

tﬂes. Department of Agriculture feature. If you are enjoying and profiting by
8@ programs drop us a line which we shall gladly forward on to the U. S. Weather
®a1. If you have had any interesting experiences to relate, please mention

them ang also ask any practical gquestion~ on the subject of the weather that
occurs to you, .
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