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*A^N^HO^U^NC^E^Ì^E^NT: The Chat^s by the *^«^eather ̂ Man^« one of our re^gular Wednesday feature^«^
from the *U. *S. ̂ Dep^art^me^nt of Agri cul ̂ t^ore, ̂ gives us, this week, a "Worms eye"
view of the weather extrem^es over the Unit^ed States^. ^Again we introduce the
Weath^er ^Man.

^* ̂ * ̂ * *^#

^1Phon^e rings.

^"Hello. Am this th^e weather brewery?̂ "

^"Yes; this is the ̂ Weather B̂ ur̂ eau ̂office."

"Well, this am ̂Mis^' Brown ̂ — ̂ Mis^' *Sapphrony Brown. Is it a gain̂ « to tû r̂ n̂
cold? ^My n̂ eural̂ gia has *Ьезп awful bad and I thô ught i^t ̂might *^f^cet b^etter ̂if
tĥ e weather would ̂cha^nge."

^"We are predicting fair and colder ̂ weather, with temperature do^wn to 20 dê -̂
^gree^s above zero," I a^ssured her.

^Я e had a busy mornin^g in the office that day. ^Next came a call frô m tĥ ê
^a^* Company'^s g^eneral m^anager's offiĉ e. The railroad didn't want a r̂ eport

for m̂ edical purpô ses, however. ̂ Railroad^» can't get neuralgia very well̂ .

^From the poor^est ̂washerwo^m^an to the biggest commercia^l h^ouse in ̂ the city,
^c^a^ll^s ĉ â m̂ e in all ̂ mornin^g. The same reply was given to them all.

^T^hen a note of alarm cr̂ ept in.

A wild r̂ û m̂ or of an approaching cold wave swept o^ver the city. We were
*̂ •̂ wamp̂ ê d wit^h ̂»pĥ one call̂ s. Ru^mor had it the te^mperature would fall to 20 dê ĝ reê »̂
B̂ ELÔ W ẑ ero —*• a full ̂ MO de^grees colder than tĥ e minimu^m n^amed in our for̂ ecâ ŝ t.
Ŝ̂ ô n̂ * people ̂ said thî s report had *cô ae from our office. Others said it cam̂ e out

o^f the air *^цу
 *ra
d^io. Still oth^ers declared it had cô me ̂by ̂wir^e.

^The people wer^e panickŷ . ̂ They recently had had a bad financial scare.
Th^ere had been one ̂ severe cold ̂wave^, and now they *^«ете ̂afr^aid of another *^-^-^
a v̂ astly colder one^*

^'ell^, what was I to do^t

^Whole town wa^s a^gainst me. *Bailroad^», new^spap^er^s*^„ ^school^s, con^st^r^uction
com^panies, p^u^blic utilities ^— ev^ery body an^d ^everyth^ing had taken fri^ght.

I ̂ g^ot cold feet myself ^т but kept a coo l̂ h^ead and ̂ sto^od by my ̂ g^one at
^20 d^e^gree^« ABOT^I ze^ro. If t̂ h^e m^e^rcu^ry ̂ w^e^nt^.do^w^n *^•^— I woul^d ^go dow^n, w^i^t^h it.

В^О^Т *THB GO^LD *^Ш^В *^Н^Ш^Н ̂ CA^ME. ̂ A^nd I ̂ wa^s *^e^a^v^e^d^*



Ô f̂ t̂ ê n people ̂â sk ̂û s â bô û t the ŵeat̂ her In ot̂ hê r parte of tĥ e u^nited Statê «̂ .̂
W ̂e Â m̂ eriĉ an̂ e ar̂ ò ̂ a r̂ ê st̂ lê ŝ s ̂peo^pl^e — al̂ wâ ŷ s ̂mo^vi^n^g â bô ut — al̂ wâ ys ̂loo^kin^g ̂for
t̂ ĥ e m̂̂ ythical pot of ĝold at t̂ he ̂ end of so^me b̂righter rainbô w. N̂at̂ urall̂ y, ŵ e ŵâ nt
to ̂ know what the weather̂ '̂ s like at tĥ e end of the rain̂ bow. So we â sk the *̂ Ŵ eat̂ t̂ er
M̂̂ â n about it̂ .

You can find about any ̂kî n̂ d ô f ̂weat̂ her you want in the Unit̂ ed Statê ŝ .

^For instance^, California. This state can boast that it contain̂ ŝ , al̂ m̂ ost
^side by ̂ sid^e, one of t̂ he hotte^st ̂ s^pots on *ea^tth^: ̂D^E^A^TH VALL̂ Ê Ŷ , and â mô n̂ g the
*pl̂ easantest *year̂ -'round climate: the southern coast rê giô n. T̂he heâ viê st ̂ ê now-
fall̂ s are found in the high Sierra mountains. The least rainfall î s in t̂ ĥ e ̂Death
V̂alley rê giô n̂ .

^The coldê st ŝ pot in the United States — outside of Alaska — is not in
Californî â , ̂b^ut ̂in the eastern par̂ t of Montâ na. ̂ Near ̂ Mile^s City the tê mp̂ erâ ture
fell one day in Jâ nuary. 18̂ 8̂ 8̂ , to ̂ 65 de^grees ̂B̂ ELÔ W ̂Ẑ Ê RO.

And the hottest — the Greenland ̂ Ranch in Death *^T^Balley^. On̂ e day th^ere
the te^mperature register^ed the ̂sî ẑ zling high ̂ mark of 13̂ ^ degrees ABO^VE ZÊ RO. Thî ŝ
is the highest tê m̂ perature ̂o^ver officially noted on a ̂Weather ̂B^urea^u î nstr̂ um̂ ê n̂ t.'

If the te^mperature should rise to that point in h^umid^, or ̂moist̂ , ̂portî ê re
of the coû ntry, the population would be n̂ early wiped out. In a dry region the
coolî n̂ g of the body, due to evaporatiô n from the skin, helps to offset the effect
of the high t̂ emperatur̂ e. Yoû 've all ĥ eard the old sayinĝ , *̂ nlt î sn̂ 't tĥ e ĥ eat̂ ;̂
it̂ 's the hum̂ idity.̂ " At *^Gr^ee^nl^e^Ad^VRanch it seems to be the heat.

The wettest region in the United States in on the Olympic ̂Mounta^ins ̂in the
state of ̂Wa^shin^gton^, At *Cle^arwater, on the western ̂ slope of those ̂m^ountains^, in
Ĵeffer̂ son countŷ , there is an Â V̂ ERAĜ E of 1̂ 2̂ 8 inches of rain and melted snow in a
singl̂ e year̂ . ̂ No other large section of the united States has as m̂ uch. Yet, only
about 70 mile^s frô m *Clearwater, in tĥ e Fort Town̂ send r̂ ê gion, b̂ ut on tĥ e eâ stern
sid̂ e ô f tĥ e Olympics, the *â m̂ *̂ »̂ ê l â mount is but slightly more thâ n 20 inchê ŝ . Tĥ ê
high ̂m^ountain^s ĉ ut off the supply of moistur^e from its oceâ n sourc^e. Somewhat
further east o^n the leeward side of the still loftier Câ scade ^Mountains, there
^are almost dê sert conditionŝ . In a few sections of tĥ at rê giô n, the averâ ĝ ê
yearly precipitation is only about 7 inches.

There is no spot on the ̂ mainlâ nd ô f the United States that hâ s wholly ê ŝ -̂
^ca^ped free^zing weather. And yet, ̂Key West, Florida, which is not on tĥ e main̂ -̂
lâ nd, has alwaŷ s been *frostless.

Of tĥ e cities that have *̂ way-below ̂zero temperaturê , *Duluth, ̂Minn̂ eapolî ŝ ,̂
ând St̂ . ̂ P̂ â ul.are tĥ e largê st.

The drî est large cities — frô m the standpoint of precipitatio^n, of courŝ ê
— are San ̂Fra^ncisco and Los Angeles. They â re ̂practical^ly without rain in Ĵ uly
ând ̂Â û gû st. The importâ nt city havî n̂ g tĥ e leâ st annû al range of tem̂ p̂ eratur̂ ê
is San ̂ Francisco, California«
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^C^alifornia, ^us^ually thou^ght of as a lan^d of ^f^r^uit^, su^nshi^ne ̂ an^d fl^ower^*^»^

^has^,also withi^n its ^borders the re^g^ion *^p^f ̂ greatest *s^uo.^T^fall *^i^i the Unit^ed *St^atee^.^
^Thi^s occ^urs in t^he Sierr^a ̂ N^e^vada ̂ m^ountai^ns ̂ ne^ar S^um^mit^. Cali^f^- Ther^e the
^snowfall a^ver^a^g^es a^b^ou^t 35 ^f^ee^t a^n^d as ^much as ^6^5 fe^et h^a^s occ^urred one ̂ winter^*^
Ho^w^ev^er^, Paradis^e Inn. ou ̂ A^*^. ̂ R^enier, ̂ gives Su^mmit a ^good race for the s^no^wfall
^record and is not ̂ m^uch b^ehind..

Sno^wfall in ̂ many places varies ̂ gr^eatly from ye^ar to y^ear, as for in-
^stance *^Talla ̂ Walla avera^g^es *^2^U inches per se^ason, ^but in the ^winter of the
^bi^g snow (1^915^-1^6) 77 inches fell. ^Durin^g th^e ^winter ^j^ust preceding that on^e^,^
^only 2 inches of *s^aow fell in *^ï^ïalla *^ï^ïalla^.

*^ù^iany people think the climate is chan^gin^g. ^They thin^k, for in^stance, that
^we. ̂ don^'t have as m^uch snow as they did ̂ when ̂ Grand^ad *v^jas a little shaver. Th^e^
^fi^gures ̂ on file don^'t a^gree ^with the old folks^' ̂ me^mori^es^. Severe wint^ers stic^k^
in the^i^r minds^. They forget the ^mild ones. *^?or insta^nc^e, I myself remem^ber
back ^about 39 years ̂ when the sno^w drift^ed ove^r the *^u^&ve^s of the chicken hou^se^,

^A And ^so it goes. ^Day after day, the ̂ Weath^er Bureau goe^s on: — descri^bing
the climate of a certai^n region for the ^b^enefit of ho^m^e^-seekers *-^»^- answering
^'phone calls from ladies with neuralgia — givin^g out ^information to infor^m^ation
^seekers, curiosity-seek^ers, ^markets, railr^o^ads, ̂ washerwo^men. ̂ All use the weather
^r^eports ̂ with gr^owi^ng trust and confi^dence.

*^T: ̂ You ̂ ma^y loo^k f^o^r^ward ^a^gain to thi^s period ne^xt week for another
^of the series of *^Vf^eath^ar c^h^at^s from the U . S . Depart^ment of A^gricultur^e.
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