
*CHATS *BY *THE *^V^n^SATHE^RMA^N *^RELE^AS^E

*A^MOU^NCEMENT: *^Again *toni^ght *^we *have *^with *us—the *^Weather *^Man. *The *^Weather
*Man^'s *chat, *a *re^gular *^Wed^nesday *feature *from *this *st^ation^, *comes *to *us *from *th^e^
*^U. *S. *Depart^ment *of *Agriculture. *Let^'s *see *what *he *has *to *say *this *^week.

*Some *time *ago *a *^dainty^, *timid *little *voice *said *over *the *telephone,
*you *please *tell *me *^what *the *weather *^т^/ill *be *on *the *seventeenth *d^ay *of *June?^"

*^We *thought *quickly *and *inquired *^gently, *"Wh^at *is *it, *a *wedding?^"^

*^"Yes, *^uhy-a^-a-who *told *you?"

*"Oh, *a *little *^bird *whispered *it *to *us, *so *^we *are *prepared *to *promis^e^
*^y^ou *the *most *glorious *of *all *^June *days *on *the *seventeenth.^"

*^"Oh, *thank *you *so *^much^. *^Go^adbye^."

*She *^was *gone. *^We *looked *at *the *calendar, *^^t *was *^just *one *hundred *and
*^s^e^venteen *days *until *June *17, *— *a^nd *we *salved *our *conscience *with *the *reflection
*^n
at *althou^gh *no *one *is *a^ble *to *correctly *forecast *the *^weather *on *a *given *day

*^s^o *far *i^n *advance *that *dear *little *girl *will *h^ave *at *least *one *hundred *and *^si^x-
*teen

*of *pleasurable *anticipation.

*^Riley, *the *poet-philospher, *wrote, *^"^When *it *rains, *wh^y *rain^'s *my *choice."
*^R^emem^ber *then, *thereis *no *^weather *that *is *altogether *bad *and *devoice *of *some
*^Beneficent *results. *There *are *so *many *different *kinds *of *^good *^weather *that
*^oi^ks *who *can^'t *find *^so^me *weather *they *like *will, *do^ubtless, *ne^ver *be *satis^-^
*e^d

 *^here, *or *in *the *hereafter.

*^With *clim^ate *v^re *c^an *^do *nothing *e^xcept *to *ad^a^pt *o^urselves *and *our *^prod-
*^u^c^tion *to *what *we *find *it *to *be. *But *there^'s *one *thing *sure, *so *far *as *human
*^a^cti^vity *is *concerned *— *Seed *time *and *H^arvest *shall *never *fail. *The *we^ather
*^Ша

^У *^Ъе *fickle. *It *is *the *perfectly *^H^^^r^a^oni^o^u^B *result *of *natur^al *la^ws. *^Noth-
*8 *more *certain *than *the *weather, *and *it *will *-^r^or^rt^t^c^; *its *la^wbound *course *to
*^6
 *end, *in *s^pite *of *the *^nuny *effort *of *^Man *to *e^xercise *control *over *it.

*^No, *the *climate *i^sn't *chan^ging. *That *is, *not *so *that *it *is *noticeable
*or *me

as^urable, *for *more *than *^50 *years *of *carefully *and *accurately *kept *records
*^а^и^о^- *the *evidences *of *hi^story *for *many *cent^uri^ee.

*^I *v^/onder *how *you *^would *like *to *do *a *little *foreca^sti^ng? *Let *m^e *give
*you *^some *^su^ggestions *that *^will *help *you *read *the *^wea^ther *^si^gns.

*The *first *local *sign *of *an *ap^pro^achi^ng *storm *i^s *u^s^ually *a *steady *fall
*^l
^n *th^e *barometer *and *ri^sing *temp^er^ature. *T^hen *the *appeara^nce *of *high *Cirrus

*^doudsin *the *^weste^r^n *^sky. *T^he *wind *increases *in *^velocity, *beco^mi^ng *east *or
*^southeast, *The *baro^meter *falls *more *rapidly. *Clouds *thicken *^and *chan^ge *to
*^lo^w^er *for^m, *while *at *the *same *time *the *temperat^ure *rises *and *the *hu^midity *i^n-
*^creases. *Then *ther^e *is *a *pe^riod *of *rain *or *sno^w *^with *the *^b^arometer *still *fall^-^
*^i^n^g *until *it *reaches *the *lo^west *point^.



^-2-

*The ̂beginnin^g of a rise in the ̂ b^arometer is often the first sî gn that
t̂ he storm center has ̂ passed^. ̂ A^bout the same ti^me the ̂ wind^-^shifts, the tê mperâ -̂
t̂ ure ̂be^gins to f̂ all and the rain с eases. ^Then the canopy of thic^k clô uds
^br^eak, sho^wing patches of clear sk^y. Presentl^y the ̂ weather ̂ has cleared. In
sum^mer, tĥ e ̂со ̂Li^er ̂weather follo^win^g, mar^ks the ter^mi^nation of a period o^f hot,

sultr̂ y ŵeather.

^The ch^ances are that ̂whene^ver we en̂ joy a fine, cle^ar, cold ̂ weather
^we are under the influence of an area of high pressure. In the ̂ winter time
^"highs^" are associated with clear, cold ̂ weather, the clear skies f^avor the
radiation of heat from the g^round durin^g the long, cold nights and tĥ is is in-
tensified if the ground is covered with *^o^uow. ̂D^ari^ng the ̂s^ummer "hî gh" are of-
ten accompanied b^y drô û ght and high temperature^, u^ntil an approaching ^"low"
causes renewed circulation of the air. In an area of high barometer the air
is colder than the surroundings^,-is heavier, and con^seq^uently^, settles sl̂ ô wly
to^ward the earth^'s surface.

Storms so far descri^bed may not be da^ng^ero^us in any way and in mo^st
instances they are not. Occasionally they cau^se gales on the lakes and Atlan-
tic Coast and may cause some dama^ge to shippin^g. As a rule suĉ h storms merely
produce the ordinary change^s from clear to cloudy â nd rai^ny, and b̂ ack to pl̂ eas-
ant weather, such as ocĉ ur every *f*e^w days^.

^There are, however, t^wo classes of distu^r^bances i^n which nature pre-
sents to us her se^verest moods^. You^'ve heard of both of them many times,—
^H^urricanes and Tor^nadoes. Hurricanes ori^ginate in the tropics. At first
tĥ ê y move westward in the prev^ailing easterly winds called the trade^s^- Ĝ rad̂ -̂

^u^ally they curve to the *nort^b^»^f^tst ̂and then follow the usual *p^athof all lô ŵ
^ar^e^as^. They usû ally are ̂ only ̂ a hundred miles or so in diameter ̂ and sometime^s^
^m^uch less, but ̂b^eing developed over smooth w^at^er surfaces, ̂ where there is
^l^ess hindranc^e to tĥ e ^winds than over l̂ and are^as, they develop *u^nusal ene^r^gy.
Most of these stor^ms occur during the late summer ̂a^nd early fall̂ .

The Tornado is ̂ a very small storm, sometimes only a hundred yards in
diamet^er, â nd rarely as much a^s a mile^. It is charact^eri^zed by the presen^te
of ̂ a funn̂ el̂ -̂ shaped cloud touchin^g the earth. Nothing e^xcept the most sub̂ -̂
stanti^al str^uctures can withstand the power of a tornado in which the wind,
^it i^s estimated, sometim^es re^aches the tremendous velocity of ̂ ^00 hundred
^miles an hour. ^Fortunately, they are not frequent. The great *m^a^jor^uty of
them occur in the spri^ng of the year â nd the ̂a^r^ea aff̂ ected by any ô ne of thê m̂
is v^ery small.

B̂ ut l^et^'s not get started on those unpl^easant sub^jects.

Perhaps you won^'t believe it—that is if you are an alman̂ ac reader—
b^ut, neverthel^ess, the forecast^s you re^ad in suĉ h ̂p^u^blications for mont^h^s or
years in advanc^e are pure guess ̂ work and ^quite use^less -
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*^Neither does the moon re^gul^ate the ̂ weather anymore than it docs the

plâ n̂ ting of potatoes or the weani^ng of calves and babies.

Weather has nô ' concern ̂a^bo^ut our h^oli^da^ys^. It doesn^'t rain often^er on
the ̂ Fo^urth of Jul̂ y tĥ an on the second or the seventh^. It o^nly seem^s so—
^because we remem^ber the ̂ Fourth ̂ and we are patriotic ̂ Americans, ̂ while the other
^«^lays have no special ̂ signific^ance^. Easter weather is not any different from
the other days in the period i^n ̂which it occurs.

^Robin^s ̂and other birds and ani^mals are no better weather pro^phets than
the goose bone or the groundhog^, but li^ke f^armers and sailors th^ey ̂ know from
e^xperience certain local ̂si^gns which pr^e^sage storm condi^tions a few hours in
advance and they are all ̂ fooled som^etimes.

A^N^NOU^NCE^M^E^NT: This concludes the Weath^er Man^'s Chat. You will hear from him
^a^gain at thi^s time ne^xt ^Wednes^day. If you h^ave any special questio^ns to aŝ k̂
the ̂ Weather Man, direct them to this st^ation and they will be for^warded to t̂ ĥ ê
*^U. *S. ̂D^epartment of A^griculture, under whose auspices this pro^gr^am iß giv^en.
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