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^E^D^ESTATES

^.^-D^E^PA^RT^ME^NT

*ü^P^^^At^i^RtCU *LT^J^^RE I^N^F *O^RM^A^tlON

^R^ELE^ASE

^A^N^NOU^NCEM^E^NT: Starting toni^g^ht t^his station wil^l pres^e^nt r̂ ê gularlŷ ,̂
each W^ed^nesday^, a ̂"chat ̂with the ̂weatherman^"^. Toni^ght he ̂ gives you
^some inside infor^mation on ̂ just how Uncle Sam ̂m^ana^ges to ̂g^uess ̂ri^ght
most of the time.

*Tonight *I *^want *to *introduce *you *to *the *^"^weat^her *Ma^n. *You *alr^eady *k^no^w^
*him *in *a *way *throu^gh *his *forecasts *v^vhich *you *read *in *the *papers^. *^You^'ve *also
*se^c^a *his *weather *m^aps *and *cards *that *are *posted *about *to^w^n^. *^T^he *weat^her *ma^n^
*is *over *fifty *years *old *now^. *His *c^areer *has *^Ъее^п *a *varied *one, *^but *what *you
*^want *to *kno^w *most *likely *is *^«^just *ho^w *forecasts *are *^made^.

*Every *morning *and *evening *at *8 *o^'c^loc^k^, *east^ern *ti^me, *work *speeds *up
*t *200 *weather *stations *in *the *United *States. *O^bser^vations *are *made *of *wind

*^and *weather *— *air *pressure *and *t^e^mperature *— *clouds *— *hu^midity *— *and *rai^n-
*duri^ng *the *preceding *12 *hours^. *^The *200 *stations *promptly *telegraph *this

*^d^ata *to *a *^District *Center *where *it *is *sent *to *all *^Weather *Bureau *stations
*^where *forecasts *are *issued^.

*As *a *sample^, *I *^wi^ll *^give *you *a *typical *cade *message *for *a *morni^ng *ob^-^
*-tion *in *th^e *Springtime *at *^Dav^enport, *Io^wa^. *It *reads:^' *^D^AVE^NPO^R^T *T^E^NO^R^

*^«^Л^АЩ, *BA^NDIT *KIC^KO^F^I *W^ESTE^R^N *CENSO^R. *Wh^e^n *translated,^' *that *code *^messa^ge
*th^e *Weather *Man *^at *each *of *the *^Weather *Bureau *Office^s *receiving *it *that

*^«^le *^i *eather *at *Davenport *is *cloudy, *the *wind *is *^blowing *from *the *north *at *a*
*^i^-ty *of *12 *^miles *an *hou^r^; *the *temperature *is *68 *degrees *^Fahrenheit; *the

*^B^a^rometer *reading, *reduced *to *sea *level^, *is *29^,^9^4 *inches; *the *^barometer *is
*^a^iling *rapidly; *the *s^ky *is *covered *with *altostratus *clouds, *which *are *moving

*^3m *th^e *northwest^; *the *lowest *te^mperature *last *ni^ght *was *52 *de^grees *Fahren-
*e^i^s *the *ra^infall *du^rin^g^- *the *ni^ght *amou^nted *to *^.26 *of *a^n *inch, *^and *it *fell

*Г^1^П^6 *the *middle *of *the *night *in *connectio^n *^with *a *thunderstorm.

*in^f *^at
*me^n *ta^ke *the *telegrams *as *fast *as *they *com^e *i^n *^a^nd *chart *th^e^

*On *ou
^t^ii

^ue
 *^m^ap^s

 *O
^f *^the *United *States. *By *the *time *the *last

*^s^age *is *received *the *forecaster *h^as *a *co^mplete *picture *of *th^e *weather
*^j^r *the *e^ntir^e *country. *R^eports *are *received *also *from *the *territories
*^rom *several *foreign *countries. *^With *the^se *data *a^nd *with *maps *^made *b^e-

*^ïhand^, *the *forecaster *can *trace *the *movements *of *storms *— *cold *or *hot
*and *fair *weather *areas *as *they *move *across *the *country.
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O^n ^a bright^, sunny mor^ning^, ^just ^why is *^t^l^ie ̂ Weat^h^er ̂ Ma^n led ^to sa^y:
^"Increasi^ng cloudiness and ^wanner toni^g^ht; ^Friday^, u^nsettled ̂ with *^ргоЪаЪ1у
^rain^"^? *i^n^f^ay not? He has before him every d^ay a picture o^f the w^eather in all
parts of the united States^« These pictur^es sho^w where the ^barometer is low^-^
est ^— or i^n other words wher^e the air is li^stest^, (often ^because of the
presence of a lar^ge amount of water vapor^,*) As you ̂ may know^, water^, when in
the vapor form^, is a ^gas — only a little i^core than half as heavy as dry air^,^
^W^here the ̂ baro^meter is hi^ghest^, or where there is a s^mall amount of water
vapor present^» th^ere is not ̂ much lik^elihood of rain^.

Easy^, isn^'t it^? Maps also show ̂ where the ̂ baro^meter is falling rapidly^,^
or ̂ where moisture is bein^g carried in by the winds; where th^e barometer is
rising rapidly; wh^ere it is rainin^g or snowin^g^; where the s^un is shining^;^
wh^ere it is ̂ ge^tting colder^» and ̂ where it is warming up^; ̂ where the wind is
blowing strong^, and from ̂ which direction it is blowing; wh^ere the skies are
cloud^ed^, a^nd the ^kinds of clouds ^which prevail^. In fact^, from his pictures
he can tell you what the weath^er is ̂ in ̂ He^w York or San ̂ Fra^ncisco al^most as
well as h^e can in his ho^m^e town^.

Having then a picture of today's *w^o^ot^u^er^, o^n a base^-^map of the United
Stat^es^, the Weather ̂ Ma^n can deter^mine how far ho is fro^m the center of the
fair or foul^-weather area — calculate ito ̂ ..^probable rat^e of mov^ement eastward,
observe the ̂ bind of *w^bathe^r ̂ which its *pres^t^.ce ca^used in other places d^uring
the last 1^2 and 24 hours^, and thus foretell^, with a. fair de^gree of accuracy,
^what the weath^er i^s going to be in his vicinity during the next 24 to 48
hours^.

*^Ha^dio^, by the ̂ wa^y^, plays an important part in the gatheri^ng of thi^s^
^weather info^r^m^ation f^rom foreig^n co^untries and fro^m ships at sea^.

^Definite frost war^nin^gs a^nd temp^erature forec^asts are mad^e from 24 to
48 hours ahead of the drop^. They ar^e ^wid^ely spr^ea^d by radio^, t^el^e^graph,
t^el^e^phone^, ̂ mail^, ̂ and fla^g sig^nals^. Farmers, the fruit growers, tra^n^sporta^r^-^
tion compani^es^, and stock rais^ers ̂ ma^k^e practical u^se of the for^ecasts.

^Ne^xt we^e^k we^'ll tell you of so^me interesting discov^eries th^e ^Weather
^Burea^u has ̂ mad^e about the air and the weather^.

A^N^NOUNCE^ME^N^T: W^eather m^en in ^all parts of th^e co^u^ntry ^have ma^ny
^a^musing and entertaining e^xperi^ences ^which ^will be told in this se^ri^e^s of
^"chats with the weather man^" which will be heard t^hrou^gh this station ^e^ach
W^ednesd^ay *throu^g^i the courtesy of the U. *S. ^Department of Agric^ult^ur^e^»
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