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^'s list^eners
what th^e ̂ Weat^her Bure^au does fo^r f̂ ar̂ mer̂ s to^da^y. His tal^k is ^one of the *rc^g^u-
*^l^i^r^.^'^C^JH^ATS BY TĤ E ̂LE^ATH^E^R ̂"^.^Л^А^К ̂which ar^o ̂r^eleas^e^d ev^ery other ̂We^dnes^d^ay ̂b^y the

*̂ | U. *S. D̂epart̂ mê nt ô f Â̂ gricultur̂ e.

—*-^иОооОооо

The *Y^.eathor ^Man w^as t^ol^lin^g me about ^a co^nver^s^a^tio^n h^o h^a^d ^with one of
the le^adin^g far^m^ers of his territory the oth^er '.^l^ay. It *sce^ns that th^e f^ar^mer,
M^r. ̂ Brown^, was in to^wn to ̂ "buy *so^r.e fe^e^d ̂ a^nd he ̂ dro^p^pe^d in to see hi^s fr iend
the *^'^Jeather Ma^n, ^as is his *custo^u ̂ wh^en in to^w^n. ^Veil, Bro^wn ̂ wal^ked in a^n^d the

^I^*' *V^.eather ̂ Man loo^ke^d u^p from his ^wor^k an^d ̂ g^re^eted his ^a^gric^ultural friend ^with
thes^e wor^ds:

"Hello, Bro^w^n ho^w arc th^e cro^ps?^"

^"Hell^o,there^11, return^ed t^he f^a^r^-^лег, ^"ho^w^'s the ^weather?"

^Th^o^n th^ey *^botL. la^u^d^e^d. *^T^h^v^j ̂ k^ne^w t^h^at ̂ those *^«^u^p^u..,^^^os^ai^bl^y the old^est
^questio^ns in the ̂ world^— that *^r^r^.en have b^ee^n ̂ gr^eeti^n^g ̂ e^ach other that way for

^£ Centuri^es.

"^Veil, Brown^", said the *Y^<e^ather M^a^n, ^"I thi^nk I can ̂ pro^mise you fair
^Weather to^morrow^"^,

^"Crops are f^air^, too", said *Brov^/n.

And they l^au^ghed *a^^^ain^, By that time, thin^gs were on a ̂ f^a^mili^ar footin^g^
^a^nd Bro^wn sat ^down nea^r the '^»^leath^er Man^'s ̂ wo^rk table and watched ̂ hi^m ma^ke ^marks
^o^n a ̂ weath^er ̂ m^a^p. Occasionally he *^^^;ut i^n a ̂ wor^d o^r t^wo.

Th^e *^Y^r^f^c^athcr Man di^pp^ed his ^pen in th^e in^k^well, loo^ke^d at hi^s friend, and
*^e^niled.

^•^^i
^"I ̂ kno^w ̂ why you fello^ws ̂ are ̂ al^ways *as^l^d.n^^ ̂ about the ^weather", he ^be^gan^.

^"It^'s a ^perfectl^y n^at^ur^al *^in^d ^pr^actical thi^n^g to do. An e^xtra qu^a^rt^er of
^a^n inch of rain at the *ri^^ht ti^me ̂ may ̂ ad^d h^un^dre^ds ̂ an^d tho^usa^nds of *bu^chels to
*Уоиг corn crop. A fe^w *^de^jre^os *lov^.^-^o^r t^o^r^n ̂ ar^a^ture ̂ m^a^y ̂ rut lots of ^money i^nto

*^f^( the ^pot^ato ^gro^wer^'s ^pocket. Th^e dire^ctio^n of th^e ̂ win^d is s^o^meti^m^es ̂ more *i^ü^i-
*^port^-^int than th^e cost of farm l^abor. I t^ '^s ̂ ч ̂ m^ero ̂ nat^t^er of ^busin^ess to you
^follo^ws. ̂ A^r^a ̂ I

^"^Cert^ai^nly you^'r^e ri^ght^", ̂ a^d^mitte^d ̂ B^ro^wn. "And I kno^w *^vhy you scientists
interest^e^d in crops. A l^ar^g^er ^wh^eat c^rop ^will ^mea^n c^he^aper br^ea^d. A good
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year fo^r ̂ th^e far^m^er^s will ̂ a^lso ̂ moan ̂ a ̂ goo^d ye^ar ̂ for *^j^'ou. ̂ A^m I *ri^^ht?^"^

^T^he *V^/eather Man smile^d ^a^gain an^d ^nodde^d his h^ead^«

^"^I^'v^e le^arned by th^i^s ti^m^e^", ^the f^a^r^n^er co^ntinu^ed^, ^"^th^at yo^u ^m^ete^orolo^g^-^
ists *don^H ̂ na^t^te *tho ̂ w^eath^er. ̂ Wh^at you follow^s ^do is ^act a^s pu^bli^city a^gent^e^
for *th^o forces that ̂ do ̂ actu^ally ̂ mak^e th^e ̂ w^eather^. In other *^word^e, you tell u^s^
^Wh^at^'^s comi^n^g. ^And I^'ll ad^mit th^at you^'re usu^all^y ri^ght. I^ 'v^e le^arne^d to
fo^llo^w thos^e ^weat^her *v^/arnin^gs ^with ^a l^ot of tru^st^"^, ^said B^ro^wn.

^"^Do^es it p^ay?" a^s^k^ed the ^We^ather M^a^n, ^"A^re you ^gettin^g your money^'s
^worth?^«

^"Ho^w mu^ch do ̂ those ̂ w^ar^nin^g^s ̂ cost ̂ n^o^, ̂ all told?^" the f^an^ner w^anted to *^knov/^,^

"Oh^, in a ^year, the pri^ce o ^ f . ^ a post^i^ge st^a^mp^", sai^d the ̂ We^ather Man.

Br^o^wn ^wh^istled softly. ^"^Is that a fac^t?^" he a^s^ke^d. "^Well, I *c^an^»t co^m^-^
plai^n ov^er that cost^, anyhow. By t^he way, I ^ ' ^ d li^ke to ̂ k^no^w ̂ j^u^st ̂ wh^at ̂ we far^m^-^
^ers ar^e ^gettin^g for our tw^o or thre^e *c^snt^s. Just ^go on ̂ a^n^d tell me while you^'re
^drawin^g tho^se lino^s ^and circl^e^s, will you^?^"

^"^The whole story ̂ woul^d t^a^k^e *^n. lon^g ti^me", b^e^gan the ^Weather Man, ̂ "^but I
c^a^n tell you a f^ew thin^g^s th^e *^\7eathe^r B^u^r^e^au ^doe^s for fa^m^e^r^s. Of co^urse you
know th^at crop yield^s ^ar^c controlle^d ^by the *^cu^n.n^tity of rainf^all, ^sunshine, .^a^nd
heat rec^eiv^e^d. ^All far^m o^per^ation^s^, of course, ar^e enco^u^r^ag^e^d or hind^er^ed ̂ by
th^e prevaili^n^g *we^ath^or. ̂ T^he ̂ weather is a *sourc^a of ̂ w^o^rr^y to far^mers fron *tho
ti^ne of ̂ pre^par^ation of the soil for the *s^o^cd unti^l *th^o final h^arvest *i^e ̂ gathered.
^Eve^n then the producer's ^worry is n^ot over, b^eca^us^e th^e ̂ w^e^at^her ̂ may hin^d^er the
^movement of hi^s ̂ w^a^gon or truc^k h^aulin^g *th^o cro^ps to the f^rei^ght station^".

^"^That^'s tru^e", ^s^aid Bro^wn^, ^"but ^wh^at can th^è ̂ fa^m^a*r do ^a^bout it^?^11

^¥ o 1.1̂ , h^o coul^d ti^m^e his farm op^ération^s ^by the ̂ we^ath^er ̂ w^arnin^g^s an^d fore^-^
cast^s ̂ g^otte^n out ^by th^e we^ather office in ^his ^p^articul^ar locality^", the *V^/eather
^M^an s^ai^d. ^"All ^localiti^es ^are ^well cov^er^e^d ̂ and ̂ m^an^y of the *^aai^n *V^/^eath^er Bu^reau
*off^.i^o^e^e ̂ pr^e^pare s^pecial forec^ast services for *f^irr^rer^s ̂ i^n their ̂ s^p^ec^ial terri^-^
^t^ory. ^Ev^ery mor^nin^g an^i eveni^n^g ^at 7 ^o^'cloc^k, *^C^er^.t^r^al St^an^dar^d ti^n^e, wo^r^k^
^s^pe^eds ̂ up at 200 diffe^r^ent ^station^s in the Unit^ed St^ates as o^b^servation^s are
*^r^aade of ^th^e wi^nd, *ai^ï^" p^r^essu^re an^d te^m^p^er^ature, clo^u^as, h^u^mi^dity, ̂ a^n^d ̂ rainf^all^.^
^Withi^n fiv^e mi^nut^es aft^e^r th^ese obs^e^rv^ations *^r^xre ta^ken, a tele^graph *^r^e^o^s^s^o^g^0^

^4^f^t'co^de, ̂ givin^g all the ̂ e^s^s^ent^ial w^e^a^ther f^ac^ts, is fi^l^ed at th^e local t^ele^-^
^g^raph office^s, ^Within 30 ̂ mi^nute^s, these *tele^gr^t^o^p are trans^m^itted to the
^Di^strict ^Forec^ast c^e^nter^s ^at ^Washin^gton, Chic^a^g^o, ̂ He^w Orleans, ^Denver, and
S^an ^Francisco, ^an^d to about 180 *oth^or im^p^ortant *^V^/eather Bu^re^au offices in va^-^
^rio^u^s part^s of the c^ou^nt^ry. ^Trai^ned ^me^n t^ik^e th^ese tele^gram^s as fi^st as th^ey
^a^re r^eceived, ^and ch^art *tho infor^m^ation on outli^ne naps of the Unite^d St^ates
*^«o that ^by th^e ti^me the la^st mes^s^a^ge is receiv^e^d, t^he foreca^ster ha^s ^a co^mpl^ete
^p^ictur^e of the ^w^eather a^s reco^r^d^ed at th^e ̂ д^о^л^е mo^me^nt over t^h^e whol^e ^N^ation.
^T^her^e'^s your weather service in ^brief*^. The ̂ map^s ̂ an^d t^he special w^e^ath^er *forc-
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c^a^ut^e is^sued ^b^y th^e v^a^rious ̂ wea^th^er o^f^fic^e^s, ^g^i^ve ^yo^u ^a *^j^icturo of the ^we^ather
i^n th^e ^ne^xt 24 hours. ^Fan^n^ers c^a^n *^i.^ia^ke ̂ goo^d us^e of th^o^s^e ^warnin^gs ^ju^st ^as
^m^an^uf^acturers, r^a^ilro^ad an^d stea^m^shi^p o^fficials, tr^avel^ers^, ̂ m^erchants^, ̂ an^d^
do^zens of oth^er cl^asse^s of people *^ma^ko use o^f the^n^,

^"All ri^ght. ^No^w ^j^ust a word or t^wo ^a^bout c^ro^ps. Clim^ate i^s re^sponsi^bl^e^
for a h^arve^st v^al^ue of fro^m 10 to 20 ^dollars per acre ̂ fro^m с ro^p^e in parts of the
Mi^ss^issippi ̂ an^d Missouri river *v^.^-.llcys, as c^o^mp^are^d ^with loss th^an 10 cents per
^acre ove^r l^ar^ge ^ar^eas i^n t^he ^ari^a Sout^hw^e^st. *V^iith corn^, for e^x^a^m^ple, rai^nfall
is t^he *c^l^f^c^r^atic factor of gr^eat^e^st ̂ i^mport^a^nc^e in v^ar^yin^g the ^yield. ^The cri^-^
tical ^p^eriod of corn ̂ g^ro^wth i^s ^about th^e time of *tas^s^elin^g^. On the oth^er h^and^,^
te^mper^ature ha^s a ^great^er i^nfluenc^e than rai^nf^all in varyin^g the yield of
^pot^atoes. July i^s the critical ̂ month an^d it ̂ mus^t ̂ be cool for b^e^et results.
^Th^e ̂ yield of ̂ sprin^g ̂ whe^at is i^nfluence^d lar^g^e^ly by the rainfall in ̂ May and
^June. In ^general, the *r^aos^t critic^al p^erio^d for email ^grains is ̂ wh^e^n *th^o^
^b^erry is in *tho mil^k or ̂ do^u^gh ̂ st^a^ge. Hot ̂ an^d ̂ dry ̂ we^ath^er ̂ at this ti^ne will
^r^educe th^e yi^eld of hi^g^h-class seed ^gre^atl^y. A full knowl^edge of t̂ h^e ef^fect
^of the differ^ent kind^s of ^weath^er o^n th^e ^growth and ripenin^g of th^e va^riou^s^
f^ar^m crop^s would bo of u^ntold value to th^e fan^ners a^nd ̂ o^t^her busines^s ̂ m^en in
thi^s country. *So^ne day, f^ar^m^ers wi^ll ̂ k^no^w e^nou^gh abo^ut both crops and weath^er
to ̂ ju^d^g^e *th^o best kinds of crop^s for profita^ble ^growth in ̂ e^ach particular
^locality^«,

*^H^E^O^a^B th^e *Weat^h^ur Bur^e^au hav^e ^an^y ^s^pecial serv^ices for farmer^s mainly?"
^Bro^wn as^k^ed.

^"^Yes, ind^eed11, sai^d the *Y^i'eathor Man. ^"Of course, the ̂ gen^era^l forecast and
Warning service i^s d^e^si^g^ne^d for ^the farmer as well as *th^o bu^siness man, the
house^wife, and all ot^h^e^r cl^as^se^s of citizens. ̂ Throu^gh *th^o u^s^e of the radio, the
^n^ewspapers, an^d the po^sted bull^et^ins of the ̂ W^eat^her Bure^a^u, far^mers can ^secure
*^a.nd make good u^s^e of w^e^ath^er re^port^s sho^wing weather con^ditions which occur daily
thro^ughout *th^o Unit^e^d Stat^es. In this *v/ay, the far^mers c^an ^plan their daily work
^with a^n 80 por cent a^ssura^n^ce th^at ^predictions ^will be ^accurate. In the South^,^
the *V^/eather B^u^r^eau g^ets out c^otton ̂ bulletin^s^--*^,-^. in the corn a^n^d ̂ wh^eat belt^s, sp^ec^-^
^ial crop b^ull^etins ̂ de^aling *^t^vith *thes^o crop^s^—^- in the truck gard^en district^s,
^reports de^alin^g wi^th those ̂ pro^ducts—^- in ^florida ^and Califo^rnia and other *frui^t^-^
*^a^rai^sin^g s^e^ctions, ^sp^eci^al bulletin^s h^avin^g to ^do with ^the fr^uit cro^p ^at dif^fer^-^
^ent s^easons of t^he y^e^ar. The *^\Veathor ̂ Bure^a^u has a ̂ well^-or^g^ani^ze^d frost warning
^S^ervice ̂ and fire-^we^ather ^s^ervice. ^Th^e first i^s^s^ue^s ̂ warnin^g^s of ^killing frosts
^80 th^a^t ^gro^wers can protect *t^aeir *cro^^s *^т^/hile t^he^re is y^et ti^m^e. T^h^e fir^e-
^weather service i^s de^signed to prot^ect the natio^nal and priv^ate fore^sts from
^fire^s. This al^so ̂ prote^ct^s tho^s^e *v^;ho arc ̂ endan^gere^d by forest fires. ^Anoth^er
*^*ery i^mportant *T^/^e^athe^r Bure^au office speciali^ze^s in flood and river^-stag^e ̂ warn-
in^gs. Mil^lions of ^doll^ars i^n property values are prot^ecte^d every y^ear ^by flood
^w^arnin^gs which this o^ffice circul^ates. Other sp^eci^al services given out by *th^o^
^l^eather Bureau protect ^shipper^s fro^m lo^s^s^e^s to ^good^s in tr^ansit fro^n f^r^ee^zi^n^g^
*^^^>r heat^».

T^he *^\^7eathe^r M^an took a pa^per fro^m his fil^es and showed it to Brown.

^"^I want to giv^o you an e^xampl^e of *^hov^; th^ese speci^al weath^er ̂ war^nin^gs hel^p
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*fa^mers^", *he *^s^aia^. *^"Ou^t *in *^t^h^e *^Gr^o^at *Centr^al *Valley *of *C^ali^for^n^i^a, *in *the *lat^o^
*^еи^тглог *a^n^d *earl^y *f^all^, *million^s *of *^doll^ars *^wort^h *of *fr^uit *l^a^ys *on *tr^a^ys *i^n *t^h^e^
*s^u^n *to *^dr^y. *^Rai^n *^wo^u^l^d *^mi^n *t^i^iis *fr^uit *^a^nd *c^aus^e *losses *r^u^nni^n^g *into *l^ar^g^o^
*^fort^un^es^. *One *of *th^e *^d^uti^e^s *o^f *tho *^w^e^ather *forec^aster *is *to *^give *^wa^rnin^g^* *of
*such *^r^ains *so *that *the *fruit *ma^y *^b^e *^p^ut *u^nd^er *covor *in *timo^. *H^er^o^'^s *a^not^h^er
*^cas^e. *In *the *^Pacific *St^at^es, *t^l^ic *l^umb^er *i^n^du^stry *is *a *lar^^^e *one *a^n^d *fore^st
*fires *t^a^k^e *a *he^avy *toll *^e^ach *y^ear, *^ïor^est *fire^s *start *^mor^e *easily *^and *^a^re
*harder *to *control *^whe^n *the *humi^dity *^of *the *^air *i^s *lo^w *and *the *т^/ind *h^i^gh. *It
*is *the *du^ty *of *the *for^eca^ster *to *anno^un^c^e *the *comin^g *of *thes^e *co^n^dition^s *so *t^hat
*e^xtra *^precautions *^m^ay *^b^e *t^a^k^e^t^t *to *^pre^v^ent *for^e^st *f^ires *^and *to *h^a^ve *the *fire-
*^fi^ghtin^g *forces *o^n *th^e *alert *to *^su^p^pr^es^s *th^o^r^n *^wh^en *the^y *st^art^"^,

*^F^amer *Bro^wn *aro^$e *from *his *chai^r *and *^pu^t *his *h^at *on. *^"Th^at^'s *been *a*
*^ni^ghty *inter^estin^g *tal^k^"^, *he *sai^d. *^"I^'m *be^gin^ni^n^g *to *^a^p^preci^at^e *^what *yo^u *^gentl^e^-^
*^men *are *^doin^g *for *us^"^.

*^"Th^an^k *you^", *sai^d *the *^le^ather *M^an. *B^ro^wn *sa^i^d *^good^-d^ay *and *^t^he *^W^e^ather
*^M^an *an^s^wered *the *t^ele^p^hone, *adv^isi^n^g *^& *tr^av^eler *t^h^at *he *had *b^etter *not *t^ak^e *the
*^mo^u^nt^ain *road *^ae *^sl^eot *h^a^d *m^ad^e *it *^sl^ip^p^ery *^a^n^d *dan^gerou^s *over *ni^ght.
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*A^N^NOU^NC^E^M^E^N^T: *^T^wo *^w^e^e^k^s *fro^n *to^da^y, *this *Station *will *^put *another *Y^Œ^ATH^E^R^
*CHA^T *^on *the *a^ir^. *^You *ar^e *^all *invited *to *li^ste^n *in^.
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