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*^A^g^NQ^U^NCE^ME^H^T; Man̂ y of Statio^n ^'s radio ̂aud^i^ence may no^t *^knov^? ̂t^ha^t *v^/^eather
^rec^ords and o^bservations en^ter pro^minentl^y i^nto tria^ls i^n lâ w co^urts. In today^'s
CĤ Â T BY ̂THE ̂LE^A^TH^E^R ̂M^A^N, prep^ared by the *^U. *S. ̂De^partm^e^nt o^f A^gricultur^e, a ̂ weat^her
^m^a^n is ̂go^i^n^g to tell sô me of his ̂e^x^peri^e^nces as ̂ a weather ob^serv^é^e in the trial
cô urt̂ . He hâ s s^erved as ̂a ̂wî t̂ nê ŝ s â bout 1800 times.

^-—*ooOooo

I^t ̂ was a dark ̂ and stor^my ni^ght. Tĥ û nder ̂ gro^wled in the heaven^s. Rain
s^wept dô ŵ n the dark streets on ŝ ŵ ê epin̂ g g^usts of ^win^d. Terror see^me^d to be abroad̂ .

^"An e^xcellent nî ght for a murder̂ "*̂ , ̂you ̂say.

^Yes, ̂but it ̂wa^s a robbery, not a murder^,

^A ̂ma^n crept upon a house, entered, and stole some goods f^rom inside. He
^wa^s seen esĉ aping in the storm ̂ by one of the fâ mî l̂ ŷ .

The fâ milŷ '̂ s châ û ffeur ̂wa^s arrested on the accusatiô n that he had been recô ĝ -̂
^n^i^zed as the burglar^. I ̂w^as ̂c^alled in as a ̂witn^e^s^s*. The ver^dict hung on the
occ^urre^nce of ̂ a heavy rainfall o^n the night of the crime. ^At the t^rial, it was
^brought out that t^here had been a hea^vy rainfall at the time. ^The chauffê û r̂ 's
^Shoe^s we^re not even muddy ̂ and his c^lothing ̂ was d^ry. ̂The ̂j^ury *decid^- *^"^vat ̂it ̂was
^a case of mistaken id^e^ntity â nd the chauffeur was relea^sed.

^л appears
*^;r, robbery,
*shable
î ŝ eâ , â nd

*That
T̂
s one e^xample of weather testi^mony in court^. The *V^/eath^*

i^n a large v^ariety of lawsuits those involvi^n^g personal in̂ jury, ̂ г
^arson, loss *^Ъу fire, divorce, delayed construction ̂ work, damage to *•}
^good^s â nd ot^her property by stor^ms^, admiralty cases i^nvolvin^g damaĝ ê
*^»o ̂on at almost endless length. *^\Veath^er record^s are very ofte^n impo^rt^a^nt t̂ eŝ -̂
timony in court rooms. The Weather Man may be asked to b^ea^r ̂witne^ss on ̂many
^weather facts. It may be questions of s^u^nshin^e, moonli^ght, temperature, humidity^,^
^rainfall, snowfall^, wind ̂ di^rection or speed, vî sibility,̂ , co^n^dition o^f the ̂ gro^und^,^
the timber or the *foll^a^g^*. ̂l^eather observers m^ust be p^repare^d to vo^uch for the
accû racy of their observation ̂and *we^a^t^l^jer r^eco^rd^s*. ^I

^For instance, th^ere ̂ w^as the case of the ̂ma^n ̂wh^o ŝ uê d the ci^t^y of Ĉ hî ĉ â go
^for dama^ge to goods in his base^ment. The ̂n^an *^e^?^\id that the str^eet ̂wa^s def^ective,
^allo^wi^n^g the ^water fro^m a heav^y rainfall to ^accumulate so tĥ at it râ n do^wn into
^his basement.

I ̂ was called as a witnes^s by the ̂city. ̂The weather r^ecords sho^wed that for
*^r^aore than a w^e^ek before the d̂ at̂ e of the alleged d^amage^, ther^e had been no rain
o^r sn^ow ̂ and that the temp^erat^ure had been far belo^w zero. ^No ^water could have
^fallen on the ̂ st^reet. ̂ Even if it had, it would have frozen ̂ quickly. ̂ The ̂ judge
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^instr^ucted the ^jury to ̂ give a Verdi^ct i^n favor of the cit^y^.
•

^Y^/h^ue ̂weather forecasts have a certain ̂percenta^g^e of e^rror, th^e^ir veri^f^i-
^cation on the avera^g^e b^ein^g a^bo^ut 80 per cent^» the *^weat^uer ̂ records them^se^lve^s^
^nev^er ̂li^e^. The^y ̂ are e^x^act and ab^solut^ely impartial. And they h^ave often up^set
^and di^sproved tĥ e te^sti^mony of bia^sed and intere^sted ̂ witnesse^s^, pro^vin^g the dê -̂
^ciding factor in a gre^at^.^man^y la^wsuit^s.

In the fall of 1913, a brea^kwater ̂ was be^i^ng con^structed on tĥ e southern
*^sh^qre of L̂ â ke ^Michi^gan. T̂ ĥ e contractor claim^e^d that he had b^e^en dela^y^ed by
^s^evere sto^rm^s^, ^es^pecially d^urin^g Nove^m^ber ^when the con^ditions ̂w^ere m^ade ̂wor^e^« by
^the formation of heavy ice. ^Well^, the di^sput^e ̂ went to trial and I ̂ was call̂ ed to
pre^s^ent the eviden^ce ̂ of th^e weather records.

^The records .disprov^ed the ̂ co^ntracto^rs clai^ms. Ice practically nev^er
^ap^pe^ar^s as early as Novembe^r a^long the s^outhe^rn shore of Lake Michi^gan. ̂ Mo^reover,
^the month in ^que^stion w^as on^e of t̂ ĥ e ^w^armest ^Novembers on record, th^e te^mp^erature
^ri^s^i^n^g a^bov^e freezing e^very day ^in the mo^nth but one^. ^The wh^o^le ̂ month ̂ was
^r^e^latively d^ry, with m^uch ^sunsh^ine â nd only one o^r t^wo days ̂with ̂str^on^g ̂wi^n^ds.
^T^he we^ather was ideal ̂ for out̂ ŝ id̂ e work.

^Then th^ere ̂ was the c^o^mpany^-that built a power house in the northern part of
^* ̂Mid ̂We^ster^n c^ity. *^\Vhen it ̂ was comp^let^ed, ̂а^л attempt was*/̂ Ç̂ & ̂ S^e^dare it a *nuis-
*^*^nc^e â nd have it removed. ^The co^m^plaints ̂ said that the smoke and gâ s from the
^po^w^er hoû se ̂ were bl̂ ô wn towâ rd those who put in the compl^aints. ^The .r^ecord^s prove^d^
^t^hat the preva^ilin^g wind^s ble^w ̂in *^g^u^ite tĥ e opp^o^sit^e dir^ection. The case ̂ was
lon̂ g drawn out^, but the cô mpany ̂w^on in the end.

Î recall t̂ wo si^milar câ sê s. Ît was ĉ ĥ â r̂ ged t̂ ĥ at the ŵ ind carried spar̂ k̂ ŝ
a railroad locom^otive â n̂ d ̂ set fire to neâ rby property ̂ r I^n both in̂ stanĉ es,

^t^he re^cord^s sĥ owed ̂ t^hat tĥ e wind ̂ at the tî m̂ e of the fire was ̂ blowin^g away from
t̂ he pr̂ opê rty burned and that loco^motive spâ rks could no^t pô ŝ sî bly hav̂ e be^en *^<r^e^-^
*^'ponsible. ^In view of thi^s evidenc^e^, the ̂J^u^d^g^e^s instr^ucted t̂ ĥ e ^Juries to ^brin^g^
î̂ n verdicts in fav^or of tĥ e râ ilr̂ oâ ds.

^An int^eresti^ng and ^rather romantic ĉ â se ̂w^a^s that of ̂Cap^tain ̂George *Y^t^ell^-^
*Street^er. The ̂weather*•pl^a^y e^d a very important part in this case^, The

^C^aptain claimed tĥ at he wâ s shipwrecke^d in a storm of ̂J^uly 10̂ ,̂ 1̂ 886̂ , â nd that his
^b^o^at, the *Reuta^n, wâ s to^ssed upon a sand bar at the ̂f^oo^t ̂of what is now Oak
Ŝtr̂ ê et, Chicâ gô » Î n tim^e, the ŵatery gap ̂ bet̂ weê n this î sl̂ an̂ d of ŝand ând the

^^inland ^fi^lled up with ̂ «a^nd, ̂ later ê xtendî n̂ g t^o ̂ both the ̂ north ̂ and south. ^It
^•^«^e^r^a^s the C^aptain ̂lai^d clai^m ̂to ̂a^l^l thi^s ̂l^a^nd^, ̂g^ave it the name ̂ Di^strict of ^L^a^ke
^Michigan, and i^n^si^sted that it ̂ was ̂ n^o p̂ â rt ̂of ̂I^llinoi^s^, but ^a sep^arate *^common^-^
*^*^*alth under the ̂juri^sdictio^n of tĥ e United ̂ Stat^e^s. He entered suit for pos^se^ss^-^
^i^o^n *Of ̂the p^roperty which was ̂worth ̂m^ore *th^a^» ̂5 m̂ ill̂ ion ̂ doll^ar^s^»

But there wâ s a flaw in ̂ the arĝ û m̂ ê nt. ^Accor^ding to tĥ e rec^o^r^ds ̂ of the
office for that Jû ly day^, tĥ ere ̂wa^s no st^or^m prev̂ â î lî n̂ g. It ̂ was a fine

with a *gentl.^e off^-sh^or^e *^^^и^й,^> The Captai^n lo^st his case.
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Lâ te one ̂Nove^m^b^er day, ̂a *^farr.^ier ̂wa^s ̂drivin^g acro^ss *ao^ne r̂ aî lroâ d trac^ks
^when a loco^motive ŝ tr̂ uĉ k his *to^4^u and *vva^^on, ̂killi^n^g the h^o^rse^s â nd seriô û sl̂ ŷ
î n̂ ĵ urin̂ g the driv^er. The fa^mer *^clai^ned at the trial that he cô uld not ̂ see the
approachin^g train ^because o^f ̂ the heavy foli^a^ge o^n the tr^e^es linin^g tĥ e road. The
^l^eathe^r ̂man^, ho^wever, ̂ sho^wed that those *treea, v̂ ̂b^ei^n^g dê cid̂ uoû ŝ , nor^mall^y *loe^e^
thei^r le^ave^s ^before the fi^rs^t o^f ̂Novembe^r. *^Mo^'r^ever, there had been ^several heavy
^frosts durin̂ g that pâ rticular month be^fore the date of tĥ e accident and the treê ŝ
^must have ^been co^mpletel^y ^bare o^n the ̂d^ay^- *t^b^e'^«^tec î d̂ ê ati ô ccurr̂ ed.

Maybe you have ĥ eard tĥ è case of the ̂ ma^n ̂ with the fr^o^zen ê ar̂ . He claime^d^
t̂ hâ t hie ^frozen ear had l̂ ed to ê ryŝ ip̂ elâ s. ^The man had ̂a^ccide^nt *i^n^eurance*, but
^n^o h^ealth insû râ nce. ^So he cla^i^m^ed that the a^cci^dent ̂o^f his fro^zen ̂ ear had led
^to hi^s ery^sip^ela^s^. He produced ̂ the ̂ w^eather recorde to ̂ sho^w tĥ at tĥ e ^weather
m̂î ĝ ht ĥ ave cauŝ ed the cond^ition.

^Another mâ n claim̂ ê d that ̂o^n a certain day a ̂west ̂wi^nd ble^w a ̂lar^ge cind^er
^fro^m a ce^rt^ain faĉ tô ry î nto hi^s ^eye. ^Thi^s caused the lo^s^s of hi^* ̂ ei^ght^, It ^па^е^
prov^ed tĥ at tĥ e ̂win^d ̂«^a^« *^»at^uall^y from the ̂w^e^st on tĥ at *day

r
 as the m̂ â n ŝ aid̂ .

^A ̂w^eat^her m^a^n ^stationed in Ch^ica^g^o ̂r^eport^e ̂that he recently received a
l^ett^er from a p^romin^ent l^awy^er ̂wh^o ̂said ̂th^at d^urin^g the ̂l^a^st ̂30 y^ear^s he had ^r^e^-^
p^e^at^edly u^sed tĥ e e^videnc^e o^f t^he weather ̂r^e^c^o^r^ds â nd that they had ^been im̂ -̂
p̂̂ ortant f̂ actor̂ s in win^nin^g at least 50 ĉ â sê ŝ .

"̂ In ̂191^6^", the la^wyer ̂«ays^, ̂"I ̂w^a^s trying a very ̂i^m^portant laŵ suit tĥ at
^grew oû t o^f a collisi^on on a ̂d^ark ̂stre^et. ̂T^h^e col^l^is^io^n occu^rred dû rî n̂ g a ĥ eâ v̂ ŷ
r^ain^storm ô n̂ e evening. ̂ Witne^s^s, p^roduced ̂by my opponent^, t̂ ê stifiê d that there
*^*as ̂no rain that ̂ eveni^n^g, that the ̂ a^ccide^nt h^appen^e^d d̂ û r̂ in̂ g ^the t^wili^ght^, â nd he
^gave the hour of tĥ e ̂su^ns^et*. A hurry^-up call brou^ght ̂ the weather ̂ man into tĥ ê
^Court with the ^weather record^«. They co^nfirmed ^all that w^e ĥ â d ĉ l̂ aim̂ ed in rê -̂
^ference to tĥ e ̂s^tor^m â nd ^showed, fur^t^hermore^, th^at t̂ he ̂s^u^n ĥ ad set onê -half hour
^earl^i^er t̂ han those wit^ne^s^se^s had s^wo^rn^I ^The r^eco^rd^s^-^al^so ^showed that on the
eveni^n^g of t̂ he coll^i^sio^n it wa^s v^ery d̂ ark at tĥ e time the co^lli^sion occurr^ed^«^
^I *wph the ease. ̂A^n^d X felt that ̂the ̂weathe^r record^e ̂ were a bi^g element in b̂ rî n̂ ĝ -̂
î n̂ g ^»bout ^that victory.^"

^N^u^m^erou^s ̂lawyer^s attes^t to tĥ e ̂ s^ome thin^g.

^—*^.^-oooOooo^—^»

^A^N^NOUNC^E^M^E^N^T^}. Station ^/will br^o^a^dca^st anothe^r of Uncle Sa^m^t^s interesting
^GHATS B^Y TĤ E *^W^E^ATH^B^H ̂M^A^N ̂o^n Wedne^sd^ay^, ^Janu^ary 11̂ * ^19^2^8. ^Wa^tch f̂ â r ̂ it^.
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