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ANNOUNCEMENT: Many of Statioa 's radio audience may not know that weather
records and observations enter prominently into trials in law courts. In today's
CHAT BY THE WEATHER MAN, prepared by the U. S. Department of Agriculture, a weather
man is golng to tell some of his experiences as a weather observer in the trial
court. He has served as a witness about 1800 times.
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It was a dark and stormy night. Thunder growled in the heavens. Rain
swept down the dark streets on sweeping gusts of wind. Terror seemed to be abroad.

YAn excellent night for a murder", you say.,
Yes, but it was a robbery, not a murder.

A man crept upon a house, entered, and stole some goods from inside. He
was seen escaping in the storm by one of the family.

The familyt!s chauffeur was arrested on the accusation that he had been recog-
nized as the burglar. I was called in as a witness. The verdict hung on the
occurrence of a heavy rainfall on the night of the crime, At the trial, it was
brought out that there had been a heavy rainfall at the time. The chauffeun's
shoes were not even muddy and his clothing was dry. The Jjury decid. = *“at it was
& case of mistaken identity and the chauffeur was released.

That's one example of weather testimony in court. The Veathe a appears
in a large varicty of lawsuits--- those involving personal injury, r :r, robbery,
arson, loss by fire, divorce, delayed construction work, damage to 7 shable
goods and other property by storms, admiralty cases involving damage < sea, and
80 on at almost endless length. Vieather records are very often impo.tant tes-
timony in court rooms. The VYeather Man may be asked to bear witness on many
weather facts., It may be questions of sunshine, moonlight, temperature, humidity,
rainfall, snowfall, wind direction or speed, visibility, condition of the ground,
the timber or the foliage. licather observers must be prepared to vouch for the
accuracy of their observation and weather records. 3

For instance, there was the case of the man who sued the city of Chicago
for damage to goods in his basement. The man said that the street was defective,
allowing the water from a heavy rainfall to accumulate so that it ran down into
his basement.

I was called as a witness by the city. The weather records showed that for
nore than a week beforc the date of the alleged damage, there had been no rain
or snow and that the tempcrature had been far below zecro. No water could have
fallen on the street, Bven if it had, it would have frozen quickly. The judge

=~ 1-



R-C.W.M, 12/28/27

instructed the jury to give a verdict in favor of the city.
L
While weather forecasts have a certain percentage of error, their verifi-
cation on the average being about 88 per cent, the weatBer records themselves
never lie, They are exact and absolutely lmpartial. And they have often upset
and dieproved the testimony of bLiased and interested witnesses, proving the de-
‘€iding factor in a great.many lawsuits,

In the fall of 1913, a breakwater was bejng constructed on the southern
shore of lake Michigan. The contractor claimed that he had been delayed by
severe storms, especially during November when the conditions were made worse by
the formation of heavy ice, \Viell, the dispute went to trial and I was called to
present the evidence of the weather records.

The records.disproved the contractor's claims. JIce practically never
ppears as early as November along the southern shore of Lake Michigan. Moreover,
the month in question was one of the warmest Novembers on record, the temperature
*ising above freezing every day in the month but one, The whole month was
rélatively dry, with mych sunshine and only one or tvo days with strong winds,

The weather was ideal for outside work,

Then there was the company -that built a power house in_the northern part of
a'Mid Vestern city. Vhen it was completed, am attempt was/?&daeclare it a nuis-
8nce and have it removed. The complaints said that the smoke and gas from the
Power house were blown toward those who put in the complaints. The .records proved
that the prevailing winds blew in guite the opposite direction. The case was
long drawn out, but the company won in the end.

I recall two similar cases. It was chayged that the wind carried sparks
from a railroad locomotive and set fire to mearby property. In both instances,
the records showed that the wind at the time of the fire was Ylowing away from
the property burned and that locomotive sparks could not possibly have been .re-
Sponaible. .In view of this evidence, the judges instructed the juries 'to bring
in verdicts in favor of the railroads. . :

An interesting and rather yromantic case was that of Captain George Vell-
ington Streeter. The weather played a very important part in this case, The

Ptain claimed that he was shipwrecked in a storm of July 10,1886, and that his

%at, ‘the Reutan, was tossed upon a sand bar at the foout of what is now Qak
3traet, Chicago, In time, the watery gap between this island of sand and the
Zainland filled up with sand, ‘later extending to both the north and south. It
S8emg the Captain laid claim to ali this land, gave it the name District of lake
Wichigan, and insidted that it was mo part of [llinols, but a separate common-
Yealth under the jurisdiction of the United Statea., He entered suit for possess-
lon of the property which was worth more ‘than 5 milljon dollars,

But there was a flaw in the argument. According to the records of the
Yeather office for that July day, there was no stornm prevailing. It was a fine
Y with a gentle orf-shore wind, The Captain loat his case.
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Late one November day, a farmer was driving across some railroad tracks
when a locorotive struck his toam and wagon, killing the horses and seriocusly
injuring the driver. The farmer clained at the trial that he could not see the
approaching train because of the heavy foliage on the trees lining the road. The
vweather man, however, showed that those trees, being deciduous, noymally lose
their leaves before the first of November. Morever, there had been several heavy

frosts during that particular month before the date of the accident and the trees
must have been completely bare on the day tbe eccident occurred.

Maybe you have heard the case of the map with the frozen ear, He claimed
‘that his frozen ear had led to erysipelas.  The man had accident imsurance, but
‘0o health insurance., So he claimed that the agcident of his frozen ear had led
to his erysipelas, He produced the weather records to show that the weather
‘might have caused the condition.

Another man ¢laimed that on a certain day a west wind blew a large cinder
from a tettain factory into-his eye. Thie caused the loss of his sight, It was
proved that the wind was saqtually from the west on that day, as the man said,

_ A weather man stationed in Chicago rwports that he recently received a
letter from a prominent lawyer who said that during the last 20 years he had rew
peatedly used the evidence of the weather recdrds ond that they had been ime
portant factors in winning at least 50 cases,

"in 1916", the lawyer says, "l was trying a& very important lawsuit that
grew out of a collision on a dark street. The collision occurred during a heavy
rainstorm one evening. Witness, produced by my opponent, testified that there
®as no rain that evening, that the agccident happened during the twilight, and he
€ave the hour of the-sunset. A hurry-up call brought the weather man into the
tourt with the weather records. They counfirmed all that we had.claimed in re~
ference to the storm and showed, furthermore, that the sun had set one-half hour
8arlier than those witnesses had sworn! The records-also showed that on the
evening of the collision it was very dark at the time the colligion occurred.

! woh the case, And I felt that the weather records were 2 big element in bring-
ing sbout that victory.!

. Numerous lawyers attest to the same thing.
*awQ000Q000w=n

ANNOUNCEMENT; Station -will broadcast another of Uncle Sam's interesting
CHATS BY THE WEATHER MAN on Wednesday, Janvary 11, 1928. Vatch for it..



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

ERRATA NOTICE

One or more conditions of the original document may affect the quality of the image,
such as:

Discolored pages
Faded or light ink
Binding intrudes into the text

This has been a co-operative project between the NOAA Central Library and the Climate
Database Modernization Program, National Climate Data Center (NCDC). To view the
original document, please contact the NOAA Central Library in Silver Spring, MD at
(301) 713-2607 x124 or Library.Reference@noaa.gov

HOV Services

Imaging Contractor

12200 Kiln Court
Beltsville, MD 20704-1387
July 23, 2010



