
*̂ " *О Р̂̂ Д^Я1С^Е O^B -̂̂ *̂ "̂ '
*ш ̂ FORMAT io *N^-^>

Ch^et^o *^Ъу the *^T^f^eather ^M^an. W^ed. ^Feb. 16 .̂
^RELEASE

*I *^5 *^2 *^7
*(^NO^T *^FO^R *P^UBLICATIO^N) *^'

*^A^N^NOU^NC^E^ME^N^T; *^Floods *— *^river *sta^ges *— *sno^wfall *service: *— *^T^hat^'s *^w^h^at *the
*^We^ather *Man *is *goin^g *to *ch^at *abo^ut *this *evening. *^The *U^. *S. *^Depart^ment *of *^A^gric^ul-
*ture *releases *the *^W^eather *^Man^'s *Chat *e^v^e^ry *^W^ed^nesday^, *thro^ugh *Station *_ *.

*^— *.^-o^oOoo—

*^"There^'s *a *stor^y *in *this *letter^", *the *^W^eather *Ma^n *told *^me, *as *h^e *^too^k *an
*official^-a^ppearin^g *paper *^from *his *d^es^k. *^«A *story *of *^a *service *th^at^'s *ta^k^en *fo^r^
*gra^nt^ed *in *the *Bure^a^u^'s *^River *a^nd *^Flood *Service. *The *kind *of *^work *tho *^men *in *the
*S^ervice *do *quite *often. *This *l^etter^'^s *from *the *^Nashville *^Gas *a^nd *Heatin^g *Compan^y.
*You *kno^w *they *ha^d *a *flood *dow^n *in *N^ashville *not *so *long *ago.^"

*^"^V^That *do^es^. *the *letter *say?" *I *ask^ed.

*^"Let^'s *r^ead *part *of *it^"^, *^h^e *^a^ns^wered. *^"It *say^s *h^ere:

*^"I *^want *to *tak^e *this *oppo^rt^u^ni^t^y *to *th^ank *yo^u *a^n^d *your *or^ga^ni^zati^on *for
*tho *helpful^" *and *needed *assista^nce *you *rendered *u^s^, *a^l^mo^st *hourly, *durin^g *th^e^
*Period *of *rising *wat^ers *^which *^w^rou^ght *such *ha^voc *and *d^e^structi^on *in *Nashville
*r^s^eently. *I *^gi^ve *credit *to *your *warni^ngs *the *fact *that *we *wer^e *a^bl^e *to *maintai^n^
*o^ur *gas^" *servi *ce *without *interruption.

*^all *of *our *large *high *pressur^e *mains^, *le^avi^n^g *our *pl^an^t^, *^w^e^r^e *co^ve^red
*^with *f^rom *^2 *to *14 *fe^et *of *^water, *your *adva^nce *warnin^g^s *ena^bl^ed *us..^.. *to *^su^pply *t^he
*city *^with *gas *continuo^usly, *^and *without *a^nyone *^being *aware *of *the *f^act *t^h^at *th^e^
*sup^ply *^mi^ght *have *^been *cut *off *at *any *moment.^. *.^.Our *loss *therefor^e *^was *ve^ry *sm^all
*^but *^might *have *been *of *a *most *disastrou^s *n^ature^, *if *wo *ha^d *not *been *constantly *a^d^*^
*vi *^s^ed *by *y^qu^r *Departm^ent *. *, *^, *. *^"

*. *^"Sou^nds *pretty *good *to *me^"^, *I *said^, *^"but *it *must *be *rather *an *unu^sual *case^"^,

*^"^Not *at *all^», *the *^Weather *Man *replied, *fo^ldin^g *the *l^etter^, *^"^just *the *u^sua^l^
*thin^g *dur^ing *flood *^seas^on. *It *isn't *^a *case *^of *^compli^m^e^nti^n^g *ourselves. *One *of
*th^e *main *d^uties *of *the *^W^eath^er *Bureau *i^s *to *mai^ntain *a *river *and *flood *foreca^st
*^ser^vice *which *cov^er^s *practic^ally *thé *whol^e *unit^ed *States. *^You *probably *thou^ght
*that *the *Bur^eau^'s *activities *are *c^onfined *to *forecastin^g *the *weath^er *fro^m *day *to
*^day. *That *is *only *one *i^mporta^nt *part. *of *the *work. *^Th^e *lar^ge *^Hiv^er *and *^Flood
*Service, *covering *the *ice *reporting *an^d *snowfall *s^ervice^s^, *do^e^s *a *day *by *day *work
*for *indu^stry, *far^mers, *and *tho *gen^eral *^population *in *th^e *localitie^s *involved, *th^at
*i *s *mighty *importa^nt *^. *^"

*^"Let^'s *hear *abou^t^-it^", *I *sai^d'.

*^«Let *^me *b^e^gin *with *an *int^er^estin^g *ca^se", *The *^W^eath^er *Man *s^ettled *hims^elf
*^in *his *chair. *T^he^n *he *pointe^d *to *th^e *large *ma^p *at *^his *right. *^"S^e^e *that *map^,



*̂ R̂ -Ĉ . W. M. 2/16/̂ 27.

^Notic^e all the colored pins o^n it? Those pi^ns show ô ur activities at a glance.̂ "

^I turned ̂ and looked at the ̂ map of the United States. It was literally
^st^udded with pins with red^, green, pink, white, ̂buff ̂a^nd other-colo^re^d. heads.

^"Those pins show the e^xtent of our flood^, sn̂ owfall, and ice ̂s^ervices"*, he
continued. "^Notice the ŝ weep of the pins east of the Mississippi ^River? That in̂ -̂
^dicates the flood â reas. ^We divide the U^nit^ed States i^nto 66 districts. There
^are â bout 1,000 stations scattered over the ̂ Nation^. We have ̂ meteorolo^gists at
^each district station, and there are o^bservers of one kind or another at all the
stations. The di^stricts covering the Ohio, Cum^berland, and Te^nnessee rivers —
^a^nd the ̂ Mississippi river — are among the most important. ^Now let^'s tâ ke a par̂ -̂
^t^icul^ar case.

^"You^'ll remember the flood at the lower end of the Mississippi about ̂Feb-
^r^uary 1st, *^ro doub^t. ̂ Well, ̂ Weather Bureau men ̂ were able to forecast that flood
f̂ rê ŝ a 10 ̂d̂ aŷ s to .̂ '̂ 5 or 4 *7̂ /̂ eeks ahead of time. They were able to forecast tĥ e. time
of t̂ he fl^oo^d, an̂ d t^he e^xt^e^nt of it as ^well.

"Let^'s trace that flo^od do^wn. Of course, up in the smaller s^treams an̂ d̂
^rivers — in the ̂more hilly country where the water flows f̂ astê r, â nd where ̂ n^umbers
^o^f ŝ mal̂ l streams contri^bute to the qu^antity of water i^n the mai^n strea^m — we câ n̂ 't
predict so far ahead. There was a damag^in^g flood last ̂Dece^mber along tĥ e Tennessee
â nd Cumberland rivers. About 9,000 people were left homeless for the time bein̂ ĝ
^a^nd the property da^mage a^mounted to about ̂ 3 million dollars. ^That same flood ̂was
Passing *^Vi^ck^sburg^, Mississippi, January 29. ^We predicted it ŝ ever̂ al days â head.
The *Pitt^sb^u^r^g flood, of *Ja^ruary 22nd, passed Louisville â b̂ ô ut January 29th *^-- and
Pa^s^sed do^wn the riv^er, moderatin^g as it went. About th^e ̂ best we can do at
^Pittsbur^gh is to for^ecast floods about 18 hours to a day in advance. As the ris-
^i^ng waters go along dô wn the river^, it beco^mes possible fô r ̂ weather men to p^redict
^the coming flood farther and farther ahead and with more and more accuracy. ̂A^
^forecast of high water made 18 to 24 hoû rs ahead at *Pittsburg is a good avera^g^e,
but the ŝ ame fl̂ ood may be predicted ̂ with accuracy from 5 to 6 days ahead at
C^i^nc^innati. Our men forecast exactly the height of the high water at Cincinn^ati
Ĵ â nuary 27th, which tot^aled 59 feet. It is an ordinary occurrence to forecast
^hi^g^h ̂water from 2 to 4 weeks ahead at ̂Hew Orleans^, You see, tĥ e rising waters
Pass on down the river^, and as they move along, our observers measur^e and observe
the movement and telegraph ahead.̂ "

^The ̂Weather Man paused a mô m̂ ent ̂ and looked out of the ̂ window at the fallin̂ ĝ
^rain. ̂ »This is ̂ just about tĥ e time of year when our flood and river service is
^kept busiest^", he declared. ̂ "^Down South, you ̂k^now, thousands of cattle are paŝ -̂
tured in the sŵ â mp lâ nds wher^e they ĉ an feed tĥ roû ghout the year unless tĥ eŷ 're
^driven out by floods. ^Floods in t̂ ĥ at section are rather fre^quent. So w^e issû ê
^flood war̂ nî ngs oft^en. The ̂w^arning^s ê n̂ able the farmer to drive his cattle to
high^er ground â nd to pr̂ ovid̂ e food for tĥ em while the high wat^er covers the pas-
t̂ û res. Som̂ e years ago, ̂befor^e w^e or̂ ganî zed tĥ e flood ser^vice, a great ̂ many ̂ Cattle
^were drowned every year. ̂ Now ̂ losses of this kî nd are rare and v̂ ery small.̂ " ̂ fre^-^
q̂û ently in the l̂ ate Ŝ um̂ mer or êarly F̂all, sô m̂ e crops are left standin̂ g in t̂ ĥ e low
^lands. F̂ l̂ ood ̂war^n^in^g^s, î ŝ sû ed sô me ̂d^ay^s â heâ d, sent the farmers to the fields to
ĥâ rv̂ est their en̂ dan̂ gered ĉ rops,̂ "
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"̂How does t̂ he ri^v^er â nd flood ser̂ vice help the ̂ ŵ ater tr̂ â ffic â lô n̂ g the
rivers? I ̂want^ed to know.

^"In ̂ талу ̂ ways. The loadin̂ g o^f ̂bo^ats depends on tĥ e stâ ge of the water in
na^vi^ga^ble rivers, you see. Low water means light cargoes and dela^y, — ̂ wi^th r̂ ê -̂
ŝ ulting decreases in rec^eipts, and increases in e^xpense, ^The war^nin^gs ̂ are
followed *Ъу freight cô m̂ pâ nies and man̂ ufact̂ uring industries in loading th^eir rive^r^
^barges so that loss from eitĥ er low or hi^gh water to freight is seldo^m ̂a^nd light.̂ "

"̂ You mentioned tĥ e ̂ snowfall service, I ̂ believe
11
, I su^ggested.

^"Yes^. ̂That is a definit̂ e br^anch of the weather ŝ ervicê ", replied the
fe^ather ̂ Man. ̂ "^We have me^n in the field, e^specially in the mountain region^s of
the ̂ West, who measure the snô wf̂ all in the mountains ̂ and translate it into its
^•^water e^quivalent. This i^s done in the late ^Winter and early Spring. ^Farmers ad̂ -̂
^just their crop pl^antings according to the ̂ quantity of irrigatio^n water the snow
forecasts tell them they will ha^ve during the growing sê ason. We also measure the
ice depth and the kind of iĉ e o^n rivers for the aid of shipping interests â nd
power companies operating along the stre^ams.^"

^"How much doe^s this service cost the ta^xpayers of the country a year?̂ " I
^a^sked *a^e I prep^ared to take my leave.

*̂ r̂ t
^T^he total co^st of the operation of the river and flood service per yeâ r̂

is l^ess tĥ an 2 mills for e^ach person in the ̂U^nit^ed Stateŝ ", replied the Weather
Man, "but the farmer^s, busines^s^, and the peopl̂ e as a whole are saved millions of
dollars loss as well as the loss of thousand̂ s o^f lives and shattered hopes.^"

*ooOoo—-

*^А^КЖ^ШСЖЕ^НТ^: You have been li^stening to the Weather Man^'s regular Wednesday
^evening cĥ at from St^ation *• *. ^This is one of our daily features from the
^U. *S. ̂D^epar^tment ̂of ̂Agriculture.

*^# *^# *^# *^# ̂*
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