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Â NNOÛ NĈ Ê M̂ Ê N̂ T.: ̂Fifty ̂s^e^ve^n *^E^ari^et^i^-e^s of ^weather i^nfo^rm^ation in the ̂ Wea^ther
*M^an^&s Châ t this ê v̂ ê nî n̂ g.. A^ll ^of i^t comes dir^ect f^rom the W^eather Bureau.
The Cĥ at is released every ̂We^dn^esday ̂by the ̂U^nited States ̂Depa^rtme^nt of
Â ĝ ricul̂ tû r̂ e ̂t̂ ĥ rô û gh Ŝ tation *̂ .

*^ф ̂* * ̂ *

*(*^»^Çho^ne *ri^ng^ö).

^"H^e^i^r^LO.. Yes.̂ -̂ .̂ - ̂ We^ather Ma^n speaking. ^Yo^u ŝ ay you ̂ wan^t to ̂ know when
^it ̂ rained lâ st? O^n the t̂ wê nty first. *^Tou^'re welcome. ^Good daŷ ".

The ̂f^eather ̂Ма^й ̂hu^n^g up the ̂rec^eiver, and turned to *us^^ ̂ My friend̂ ;̂
Bourne, and I had dropped ̂ in on hi^m at his office to pass the time ̂of day.
^We found the m^eteorol^og^is^t i^n o^n^e o^f h^i^s ̂ l^ees busy ^hours^.

H^e *rae^ni^oned to ̂th^e ̂«pho^ne ̂on his *de^èk^. ̂"T^ha^t^'s a funny thin̂ ĝ "̂ , he
declared.

^'^»Loo^k^s â bout *np^p^nal to me^»11 ̂«^ai^d Bô û rn̂ e smiling. ^"About like^-^m^a^d^
telephone^,^T

*^"Oh^, *I *don^'^t *mea^n, *th^e *^te^l^ep^hon^e,^" *о^-цг *f *^fiend *^:*^
*mean *th^e *^s^h^or^t *^c^on^ver^sat^ion^; *I *^ju^st *had^»^.

*^about *lt.^"? *I *aaked^,

repli^ed. ^"I

*"Ma^n *^wa^nted, *to *k^now *^when *it *r^ained *last. *I *told *hi^m, *^'on *the *twenty
*fir^st

1
.. *Then *he *^e^x^p^lain^ed *that *he^'d *lost *his *umbrella *the *last *time *^it

*rained. *Sai^d *he *^th^ou^ght *^if. *he *could *remember *wh^en *we *had *our *last *^rain
*^s^torm^, *perhaps *h^e *could^,^, *r^em^emb^er *^wh^ere *he *^left *his *sho^wer *stick. *I *told
*hi^m^« *. *He *^than^ked *m^e *an^d *h^ui^^ *^up^, *^"

*^«^Get *^-m^a^ny *^'р^п^о^це *^q^u^i^i^» *^lik^e *that, *о^де?" *Bourne *want^ed *to *k^no^w^,

*^»^Not *many *^e^xa^ct^ly *^l^i^^^* *^*^b^at *on^e.^"^, *th^e *Weath^er *Ma^n *a^n^s^wer^ed, *^«b^ut *you'd
*b^e *^surp^r^i^s^ed *^at *^the *h^e^avy *^b^u^sine^ss *we *d^o *in *telephone *questions *and *answer^s^.^
*T^ak^e *th^e *ca^a^e *^of *th^a^t *d^am^a^gin^g *f^l^ood *down *in *T^ennessee *about *^F^eb^ruary *3^rd.
*^I^'^ll *^wa^ger *that *our *m^e^n *^dow^n *there *worked *^I^S *or *20 *hours *a *day *during *^the
*high *^'wat^e^r *pe^riod. *^W^e^'ve *k^now^n *as *ma^ny *a^s *2,500 *^'phon^e *call^e *to *com^e *in
*о^де *d^a^y. *^Somet^imes *^th^er^e *are *^20^0 *a^a *hour^» *^They *^u^su^ally *put *<^»n *special *o^pera^-^
*t^ors *in *euch *^emer^g^e^ncies, *^b^u^t *th^en *th^« *pe^ople *all *wa^nt *to *ta^lk *to *th^e *^meteo^r^-^
*o^l^o^gis^t *di^re^ct^* *^See^m^s, *^li^k^e *^no *^o^n^e *^else *will *^qui^te *do^.
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^"A mâ î l wil^l ca^ll up d̂ urî n̂ g a fl^o^od, or a threatened flood. ^'How muĉ ĥ
^water ^are we ^goin^g to get?^1^» h^e ̂ 41 aŝ k. ^'Fifty feet1, we^'ll â nŝ ŵ er̂ . ^'I câ n̂
ô nl̂ y stand *^U^^ feet^1, *he T̂ll reply â nd ̂ ha^ng ̂ up. Then hê 'll *m^é^ce a grand r̂ ush
to clear his propert^y off the th^reatene^d land, or get his family and live^»^
stock to safety".

^"But how do you know hô w much water ̂ you'll a^ctually get?^" I aŝ ked̂ .

^"Through science and e^xperience^", said th^e Weathe^r *^дап. ̂ "After you^'v^e^
^been in the highly important and ̂ thrilling game of flood and river stage
forecasting for 10 to *^Uo years in a certain district, you^'ll kno^w th^at
district and all it^s ways. T^hen you^'ll have the daily reports from scores
of other trained o^bservers to hel^p you out^. Our men often forecast the
e^xact height ô f̂ f high w^ater at a particular place several hours ^before it
^begins to rise and in *^eome ca^ses, like the lower Mississippi, as much as two
weeks ahead^.

^"^Don^'t you meteorologists ever make mistak^es?" Bourne asked.

"Sure we make mi^stakes. *^J^fou can^'t be right all the time. But we
do the best ̂ we can — and call it all in the game when occasion^ally thi^ngs
come up to overturn o^ur for^ecasts"*.

•̂ 'The ̂ Weather ̂ Man paused at this point *^snd Bourne broke in ̂ with a
question.

*^"Arn^'t farmers and sailors weather-wise on the whole?" he asked,
l^'ve he^ard tha^t their ^methods of predicting the we^ather are considered prett^y^
sound̂ ".

"^Farmer^s and sailor^s are ̂ weathe^r wise", he replied. "̂ By reason of
their occu^pations which depend so much on the weather, they soon ̂com^e to
know ̂ the we^ather^'^s moods ̂ and habits. They r*ead the signals in ̂ the sky all
right, but a lot of the si^gns people believe in aren't any good^. ^For in
stance, birds and animals know nothing about weather forecasting, in spite
of many *people^*s faith in their accurac^y and prophetic knowledge^. The posi-
tion of the moon has no bearing on the *we^athe^f^e either, altho^ug^h a circle
around *the^moonmay be a go^od indication of a storm within 2^^ hours. The ap-
pearance o^f t̂ he sky at su^ndown is a pretty fair indication of what the weather
will be the coming day, b^rut *itdoesn^'t alwaŷ s tell the truth. Of course the
clouds in th^e sky ̂ are very good weather ^signs. With a perfectly cloudless
sk̂ y, a *^etonn ordin^arily isn't likely to occur in the l^ocal^ity for *2^U ho^urs,
but there are *exception^e to this ̂ rule a^s well̂ . Learn to *^x^»ad the cloudŝ ,̂
There are rain cloud^s, wind clouds, and ̂ fair w^eather cloudŝ ".

*"^Doe^a^n^'t the direction of ̂ the wind have a lot to do with it?^" I asked̂ .̂
"A wind from the West suits ev^eryone best^, doesn^'t it?"

^"^Not alwâ ŷ s.̂ ", ̂ our friend told us. ^"As a rule, tĥ e direction of tĥ ê
wind has no import̂ â n̂ ô « in ̂ making *^U^8-hour wea^ther forec^as^t^s. ^But for daŷ -̂
by-day forecasts of tĥ e w^eather^, the d^ire^ct^io^n of the wind is of the highe^s^t^
i^mport^ance.

^-^г^-
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As a r̂ û lê , ̂winds ̂b^lo^win^g from ̂Nort^h ̂to ̂S^ou^t^h^, ̂b^y wâ y o^f ̂the ̂Ea^s^t, are raî n̂
ŵindŝ . Ô̂ rdinarily wî n̂ ds comi^ng from the ̂ west̂ erl̂ y sî d̂ e â re f^air weather
^wi^nd^s^. ̂Not^ice I ŝ ay. as.^a ̂rule .̂ „and or̂ dî n̂ ar̂ î ly. There are ̂e^xcep^tio^ns. ̂Th^e^
chan̂ ging winds *^^^t^v^^^B^/ loca^l^ity are shown on the weâ tĥ er m̂ ap as a ŝ torm ĉ ô r̂ nê ê
on and p̂ â ŝ ŝ es by 1̂1.

^"What si^mple rules *co^i^»ld ̂y^ou *gi^i^r^e a farme^r so that h^e could fô recast
hî s oŵ n weather with fair accû racŷ "̂ ? ̂ question^ed Bourne.

^"Th^e farmer should learn the significance of local signs in the heave^ns
ŝ uch ̂ as clô uds ̂a^nd hâ los, the wind direction and speed̂ . One may of^ten
^tell somethi^ng a^bout tĥ e com̂ ing weather by ô nê 's own ̂f^eelin^gs, especially as
regards raî n. You somehow f̂ ê el i^t in tĥ e air̂ . ^We alŝ « feel a cô mî ng thû nd̂ er̂ -̂
storm. ̂ Drie^r air is an almos^t certain indication of f̂ aî r we^ather. W^hen a
storm ̂Ap^proache^s the baro^metric pressur^e falls â nd it rises as the storm
passes on̂ . It̂ 's quite ^easy to learn t^o r̂ ê ad this instru^ment^. Of coursê ,̂
these signs are not 100 ̂ per cent accurate. The old ̂sa^w, *^ÎA11 sî gns fail in
dry weather*^'*^, is m^ore truth than pô etrŷ .*̂ "

^"^Why don't w^e have a^s much ̂ sn^ow as we had 25 years â go?̂ " *w^$^s my n̂ ê xt
question.

^"^Ah^a.'^? ŝ aid tĥ e Weath^er Ma^n, ̂ "I thought that question would cô me out
sooner or later. O^n the average, w^e do ^have as m^uch sn̂ ô w as ̂ we used t^o.
^Wi^nte^rs with light ŝ now ̂ just ĥ appê n. S^o do winters with heâ vy ̂ snow^. ̂ The
Northeast po^rtion of tĥ e United Stat^es has had heavy snow winter^s for several
years hand running. Nine years ago, Chicago and the Middl^e *^f^test had the
sn^owiest winter o^n re^cord in 5^0 y^ears. In ^Janu^ary of 19̂ 1̂ 3̂ . ŝ now ̂w^as piled
up 15 fe^et high in the streets.^"

^"I ̂ guess we ̂just *don-^'t ̂notice *^wi^n^te^f^c lî ke ̂ we used to^", Bourne put î n̂ .̂
^"But is^n^'t ̂a. lot of ŝ now and cold ̂ weather h^eal^thy?^"

^"That^'s another b^elief thâ t has bee^n with us a long time^", our friend
replied^. ^«I^'m not ŝ ure about the anŝ wer̂ , either. E^xperts on w^eather and
it^s relations to dis^ease tell us tha^t there are certain curative properties
in the air ̂ of different lo^calities. ̂ N^earness ̂ a^nd dis^t^ance from larĝ e bodî ê ŝ
of wa^ter^, — altitud^e^, — ̂ sunshin^e,— mois^tur^e in the aî r all help to make
the air healthy or unhealt̂ ĥ ŷ , ̂ A ̂ clim^ate should ̂b^e well ̂ suited ̂ to out-door
life. There are two kinds of climat^es: ^Negative and p^o^sitive. Positiv^e^
cli^mates produce a toni^c effect in ̂ p^eople. ̂ Both sea and mountai^n air hâ v̂ ê
th^i^s tonic effect^. But ̂ sea ̂ ai^r is most^l^y ̂ à sed^ative in its ^effect while
^mou^ntai^n air is sti^mulati^ng. C^ertai^n p^laces are fâ mous as he^alth reso^rts
and there^'s ^no que^stion about their gr̂ eâ t valu^e"^,

At this ̂po^i^nt in our talk, the ̂'p^ho^ne rang again̂ . ^The ^Weather M̂ an
asked to be ê xcû sê d while he answered it. So, Bourne â nd I^, knowing w^e *^/^»^«^i^
had ̂ stayed ̂ l^ong enou^gh, made our far̂ ê ŵ ells and l^eft the ̂ We^ather Man to his
telephone qu^estioners^.
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