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Chat̂ s ̂ b̂ y tĥ e ̂ Ŵ eather ̂ Mâ n̂ . REL^EASE.

Ŵed.*, ̂ Jan. 19

*̂ Â N̂ NQÛ UĈ Ê M̂ ENT; Ŝ tation b̂roadcâ stin̂ g the rê ĝ ulâ r Wê dnê sday ê̂ venî n̂ g
Chats by the ̂ Weather Man, relea^se^d by the ̂U^.*S.^Depart^ment of ̂ A^gr^ic^u^lture.
T̂he Weather Man is goin̂ g t̂ o tell his radio audience â bout sô m̂ e ô f the lesŝ er
k̂̂ nô ŵ n ̂ser̂ vicê s of that ̂ widespread orga^nization, the Weather Burê â u.

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*

Ŵ e have ̂beê n aŝ ked to tell you folk̂ s out there about some of the û nusû al
t̂hin̂ ĝ s tĥ e Ŵ eather Burê â u doe^s ŵhich e^very ̂ Tom̂ , ̂ Diĉ k, â nd Harry do not k̂ nô ŵ
m̂uch about.

^Yo^u people ̂ are familiâ r̂ , I tâ ke it^, with tĥ e ̂d^aily *f^oreca^it work of the
Bureaû . At leâ st you give us enough welcome phone call̂ e to ̂ma^ke u^s feel tĥ at
you are familiar with that work. ^We are now accû stô med t^o advising ̂ M^rs^.^
^Smith to call off her coasting party beĉ ause it^'e going to raî d. ^We have even
been â sked if it would be safe t^o take the baby out for an ̂ airin^g. Oĥ , the
d̂ aily forecâ st work is k̂ n̂ own t̂ o every one.

Bat do you know that the Bureau î s cooperatî ng ̂ with the ̂Nebrâ sk̂ a State
Â̂ ĝ ricultur̂ al ̂Ĉ ol̂ lê ge to ̂m̂ eâ ŝ û r̂ e wind v̂elocitiê s over lon̂ g p̂ eriod̂ s î n tĥ at
^State, in or̂ d̂ er ̂ to fî nd out if it would be prâ ctical for f̂ armers ̂ to store
their batteries by generators drî ven by windmill̂ s?

Therê 's more to it than ̂ju^st that, of course. So Î 'll tell you about
t̂ hî s ̂windmill propo^sition first — then go on ̂and ment^ion a few other Bureau
services that aren̂ 't commonly knô wn.

^The day ̂ seems not far distant wĥ en hundred̂ s of rural hô mes will have wind̂ -̂
p̂ ô wer plants to generate electricity to light thô se homes and to do much ô f̂
the *färm̂ er̂ e1 work̂ . But wind̂ -driven ̂ electrical generators haven̂ 't come into
general use on far̂ ms because of the feeling that t̂ he wind can̂ 't be depended
upon to blô w st̂ eadily enough and often enough to drive these generator̂ s. ̂ To
^meet ̂a growin̂ g demand for a n̂ economical â nd efficient wind^-driven electrical
^generator, scientists of the Weather Burê au and the ̂ Nebraska Â gricultur̂ al
College have made a ̂stu^d^y of wind velocity at ̂Lincoln, Nebraska, for a 10̂ -year
p̂ eriod to find out how much of the time the wind is too lî ght to drive a
generator. ^They have fô und th^at a minî mum wind vel^ocity of 10 miles an ĥ our
is neceŝ sary to charge batterie^s. ^But you don^'t have to ̂ charge b^atterie^s^
every day. So the wind need not blow at that rate ev^ery day. On the average,
*^5-hours' châ rging every ̂ 2 or 3 d̂ aŷ « i^s enoû gh to keep the batteri^es well
charged.
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*n^at^urall^y *us^e *more *^electricity *to *li^ght *the^ir *home^s *in *the
*^wi^nte^r, *^w^h^e^n *^t^he *ni^ght^s *are *lon^g *a^nd *some *of *the *da^ys *are *a *^bit *^m^u^ggy^.^
*^Con^se^q^uently, *^batterie^s *require *more *fre^quent *chargi^ng *at *^such *t^imes. *Th^e^
*^scie^nti^sts *ha^v^e *di^sco^vered *that *in *^some *sectio^ns *the *wind *^blows *10 *miles *a^n^
*hour^, *or *more, *often *eno^ugh *in *the *winter *^to *keep *the *^batteries *in *g^ood *con^-^
*dition.

*That^-^îs *^an *int^er^estin^g *Weather *B^u^rea^u *a^ctivity^.

*Have *you *ever *^se^en *a *^snow *chartT *It *is *a *^blan^k *map *of *th^e *United *States
*on *which *spéci^a^li^st^e *in *^the *Weath^er *^Bureau *pl^ot *the *snow *fall. *The^se *^ch^ar^ts
*are *gotten *out *e^very *we^e^k *du^rin^g *^t^he *snowy *^mofathe, *in *other *words^, *from *ear^ly
*in *^Dec^emb^er *to *l^ate *in *^l^i^â^t *chi

*L^ook *at *thi^s *map *and *you *can *tell *at *a *glance *wh^ere *in *the *^Uni^t^ed *States
*t^he *^snowfall *i^s *h^eaviest *— *wh^ere *it *i^s *lightest *— *^and *where *there^'^s *no *^snow
*^at *all. *Area^s *havin^g *^some *^sno^wfall *are *shaded *in *red^. *^A *recent *map *showed
*that *the *dept^h *of *snow *over *the *^Unit^ed *States *varied *from *none *in *some *part^s^
*of *the *^South, *along *the *^Pacific *Coast, *and *even *in *some *section^s *of *South
*^Dakota *a^nd *Ne^bra^sk^a *— *to *79 *inches *in *the *mou^ntains *of *Wa^shin^gton *State^.^
*^Many *use^s *are *^ma^d^e *of *the *snow *chart^s. *^These *maps *also *show *the *thickness *of
*i^ce *on *rivers *and *harbors^, *and *this *information *i^s *of *much *econo^mic^al *v^alue
*to *harve^ster^s *of *ice^» *those *engaged *in *river *navi^gation^, *etc., *but *thi^s *^is
*another *story.

*A *man *would *think *that *not *much *can *b^e *done *to *regulat^e *th^e *fl^ow *of
*great *rivers. *But *it^'s *possibl^e *to *deter^min^e *a *lot *about *how *^much *wat^er
*there^'ll *be *in *^gre^at *rivers *fr^om *y^ear *to *year. *^Th^e *men *who *operat^e *the *dame
*and *locks *along *the *Ohio *^River, *for *Instance, *are *intere^sted *in *knowing *abou^t^
*the *rise *and *fall *of *that *^Riv^er^. *^Without *^some *^such *knowled^g^e, *the *o^per^ation
*of *the *locks *a^nd *dam^e *i^s *conducted *^with *great *difficulty *and *^so^metime^s *with
*gr^eat *lo^ss^. *Operators *of *electric *power *plants *along *the *rivers *al^so *want
*to *know *how *^hi^gh *the *water *will *be *in *different *years *and *durin^g *different
*^season^s *in *the *^same *year. *If *a *man *were *planning *to *b^uild *a *power *hou^se
*^a^lon^g *^so^me *stream^, *he'd *nat^urally *want *to *know *if *h^e *could *count *on *that
*stream *developing *enough *current *to *run *hi^s *generator^s.

*^W^ell, *the *^quantity *of *water *in *a *riv^er *depends, *to *a *ver^y *lar^ge *e^xtent^,^
*^upon *the *quantity *of *ra^i^nfall *in *the *section *of *the *country *throu^gh *which
*th^e *^stream *flows. *^For *the *purpos^e *of *aiding *navigation *and *hydroelectric
*development^s *along *certain *rive^r^s, *the *^Weather *Bureau *conducts *^special *water^-^
*^supply *investigations. *One *of *the *most *important *of *these *is *carried *on *in
*or *near *th^e *watershed^s *of *the *^Kentucky *and *Ohio *riv^ers. *Weather *men *m^ea^sur^e^
*the *^з^п^т^т^|^»^1 *rainfall *and *make *^sp^ecial *surv^eys *which *prove *mighty *valuable *to
*a *large *nu^m^b^er *of *people *livin^g *in *th^e *t^erritorie^s *^s^erved *^by *the *two *str^eams.

*Of *c^ourse *th^e *B^ur^eau *al^so *conducts *s^pecial *river *flood *service^s^, *but
*they^'ll *^be *considered *later *on.
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Î t̂ '̂ s history ̂no^w^. but the ̂Weath^er Burê au cooperated ̂ with Norwe^gian meteor-
ologi^st^a to furnish C^aptain ̂A^m^u^ndsen with special weather ̂ser^vices on hi^s^
^Pol^ar aî rplâ ne flî ght. ^The ser̂ vicê s ̂ wer^e ̂ broadcast by radio, ^written in
code. Thî s is bat one ê x̂ am̂ pl̂ e ô f tĥ e wid^espread ŝervice t̂he Ŵeather B̂ ureâ û
offers e^x^plorers making hâ zar̂ dô us t̂ rip̂ s to the lonely places of tĥ e eartĥ .

Tĥ e ^Weather Bureau hâ s enlis^t^ed the aid ̂ of captains of ship̂ s on tĥ e hi^gh
^seas in m̂ aî ntainin̂ g it^s unû sû al ̂ marine met^eorolo^gical ser^vice. This work
e^xtends to the end̂ s of t̂ he earth and is one of the most int^ere^sting of Bureâ û
activiti^es^.

This ̂ service is bâ sed on cooperation of tĥ e hi^ghest form. In return for
weather information sea captains furnish tĥ e Bur̂ eaû , tĥ e Bur̂ eau supplies
theŝ e mariners w^ith foreca^sts and other w^eather information of great value to
them̂ . The ̂'^leather Bureau works hand in ̂ glove with the Hydro^graphie Office and
the Office of Communications of the Nâ vy ^Department. Tĥ ey Hydr̂ ô graphie Office
publî shes the so called Pilot Chart̂ s which pictur^e the weather on tĥ e hi^gh seâ ŝ
f̂ rom day to daŷ . Every ̂ mariner is familiar with these Pilots' Chart̂ s.

The Bureau ̂gets the observations from about 1,̂ 400 ship̂ s — a real nav̂ ŷ .̂
The number of sin̂ gle ob^servations received run into big fî gures. ̂ Ma^ny of tĥ ê
v^e^ssels that ̂ supply this information never visit ̂ American ports. They sail
from all harbors of tĥ e world â nd supply the ̂leather ̂B^ureau with valuable
infor^mation on the state of the oĉ ean fro^m on̂ e cor̂ ner of the earth to another.

All thi^s in^formation i^s gathered to^gether, charted, ̂ and suppl̂ î ed to ̂ ship
captains. *^Badio ^— the press *--- â nd wirele^ss contribute to tĥ e wide di^stribu-
tion of this wreck-pr̂ eventin̂ g information̂ .

We^'ve already had a lot to say about hô w tĥ e farmers are usin̂ g the
^weather forecasts. Here are some extraĉ t̂ s from a letter received by a weather
man in New York state which show that the a^gricultu^rists are û sing h^arvest
^w^eather prediction^s^. The State county agent wrote the letter:

"We recently *eent a qu^estionnaire to the county ̂a^gricultural agent̂ s in
^New Yor̂ k ̂ State r̂ ê garding a ̂ few of the ̂out^standing pro^jects carried out this
ŷ ear̂ "̂ , the cô unty â gent writes. "̂I î ncluded this ̂ quê stion in the que^stionnaire:
^N^umber of farmers in your county usin̂ g harvest weather forecasts service in
1̂9̂ 2̂ 6? ̂Forty five of oû r 55 county â gricultural agents reported use having
^b^ee^n mâ de of the ^service in their countiê s. ^The total n^umber of farmers usin̂ ĝ
^the service is 2̂ 4.50̂ 1. Thî s i^s very ̂ gratifyin^g and I think it clearly indicatê ŝ
^the way in w^hich the ̂s^e^rvice hâ s been ^accepted and i^s bein^g û sed by New York
St̂ ate f̂ â rmer̂ «.... *,

"I do not believe we would be ̂statin^g the value too hi^gh if we should say
that every farm̂ er t̂ ĥ at û sed the service ̂ saved and averâ ge of $5 as a result of
it. We ̂ know that in a ̂gr^eat mâ ny in̂ stan̂ cê s it wâ s many ti^m^es this amoû nt.
^H^o^wever^, if we û se this fî gurê , tĥ e harvest weâ ther forec^ast servic^e alone wâ ŝ
^worth ̂$^122^,505 to the farm̂ ers of New York State last year̂ , or an avera^ge of
$̂̂ 3,7̂ 22 for the 45 co^unties r̂ eportin̂ ĝ ".

^- ̂3 ̂-
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T̂̂ ĥ e ĥ ar̂ v̂ ê ŝ t ŵeather ŝê r̂ vice î s ̂ô nl̂ y ô ne of t̂ he several t̂ ĥ e Bur̂ eau ê xten̂ d̂ ê
to the ̂farmer^s of the United Statê s.

T̂hâ nk you for ̂yô ur attention^, â nd ̂ good nî ght.

*oOo

Â̂ N̂ NOUNĈ EM̂ Ê NT; That concludes the ̂Weather ̂Man̂ '̂ ŝ * cĥ at for this evenî n̂ ĝ . He
ŵill go on tĥ e air â gain nê x̂ t ̂Wedneŝ dâ y evening.

^- 4 ̂ -
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