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^Ch^a^t^s^...*^Ъ^#; the^. ^We^a^ther

*^A^j^J^NO^UNCEM-^Wr: Frost, hail^, snow, rain, and cold weather *insurance^r^ds the
sub^ject o^f the Weather Man^'s Chat this evening. The talk is released as a
regular ^Wednesday evening feature of the radio service of the Û .̂ 'Ŝ » Dep^artment
of ̂ Agriculture, through Station *.

*̂ *********

The farmers of *Fairfields County were planning a Farmers' ̂Week to be held
about the middle of Jan^uary. Now the middle of January is generally unsettled
in this section of the country and the farmers were losing a lot of sleep for
fear that a blizzard or a prolonged cold spe^ll would come along ̂ and break up
the festivities. Bad weather ̂ might also m̂ ake it impossible to ship stock for
the e^xhibits^. And the women folks ̂ wanted to k^now about how many ̂ men they'd
ĥ ave to count on lining up before the ̂ lunch they planned to serve, hot from the
oven and kettle, at noon.

Well^, ̂ as I said, the committees in charge of the Week ̂ were doing seine
tall worrying. It w^as goi^ng to take a pot of mo^ney to put the affair over̂ .̂
Serious busine^ss, whichever way you looked at it.

One day the chair^man of the exhibits committee met me in front of the
to^wn hall. After the preliminaries were over, he said slowly,

^"^Wish I could be sure that we're going to h^ave ̂ good weather about J^anuary
17th to 22nd«^.

^"Do you want m^e to tell you whether it will snow or reach ̂ zero on the
17th of January, Jim^?" I asked drily.

^"I certainly do", Jim said ̂quickly.

^"Say, what do you exp^e^ct of us», I *aaked^, pretending surprise. "Now I ĉ â n̂
^look up the weath^er records for this section for the p^ast 20 years and then tell
you what kind of weather we^'ve ĥ ad on J^anu^ary 17th. In fact, I've don^e so^, ̂ and
th^e chances are not so bad for ̂a. good day — and a good week to follow. But I
^certainly am unable to tell you with any degree of certainty. You can insure
yourselves, however, against ̂ loss of money in case the weather does prevent you
^from carryin^g out your sch^eduled plans.
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"Didn't know that^», said Jim.

^"^You can insure al^most ̂ a^nythin^g^, tod^ay11, I replied^. ^"^They say that Lloy^d^'s
^Of London ^will insure the br^ush of the artist — the brain of the thinker —



*^the *arm *of *^t^he *^ball *pla^yer^" *•^*^"^" *the *fi^at *of *th^e *pri^ze *fi^ghter *— *or *the *toe *of
*a *danc^er^"^.

*Ji^m *was *plainl^y *surpri^sed^, *^"Is *th^at *so^?^" *h^e *as^ked.

*^"^Yes^"^, *said *I, *^"a^nd *here^*s *so^methi^ng *else. *^"^You *k^no^w *that *they *c^an
*^for^etell *an *eclipse *so^ue *ti^me *in *^advan^ce *of *the *day *it *occurs. *S^ci^entists
*tr^a^vel *gr^ea^t *distanc^es *to *s^ee *an *eclipse^. *T^hat^'s *a *lot *of *e^xpense *and *troubl^e^*^
*^A^nd *it *^would *be *a^wk^ward *if *it *^was *cloudy *on *eclipse *day. *So *the *sc^ientist^s^
*^so^metimes *^insure *themselv^es *^a^gainst *ina^bility *to *vie^w *the *eclipse *because *of
*clouds *in *t^h^e *sk^y^"^,

*In *the *old *days *the *fruit *gro^wer. *^just *took *the *^weather *as *it *c^a^ne. *If *a*
*^frost *саше *late *and *fro^ze *the *blosso^i^ns *o^n *his *f^ruit *tr^e^es *— *or *if *it *ca^ne *^e^arly
*^е^л^а. *destroy^ed *a *valu^able *truc^i^e *^garden *crop *— *he *^just *^gritted *his *teeth *and
*^blam^ed *it *on *the *^blamed *co^untry *he *w^as *livin^g *in *and *said *a *far^mer *has *a *hard
*^life^; *^N^owad^ays *^j *the *^modern *fruit *^gro^wer *in^s^ures *hi^bself *^a^g^ainst *frost *da^m^a^ge
*^with *sm^udg^e *pots *in *his *orchard *— *or *by *actually *ta^kin^g *out *frost *insuran^ce.
*^Ta^ke *hail. *H^ail *insurance *is *the *oldest *^kind *of *distinct^ly *weather *insurance
*in *the *U^nited *Stat^es^/ *It *is *^written *i^n *lar^ge *a^mounts *in *th^ose *st^nt^es *where
*^hail *da^ma^ge *is *likely. *T^he *tot^al *hail *insur^anc^e *pre^mi^u^ms *pa^id *in *the *^United
*States *in *192^4 *a^mounted *to *about *forty *million *^dollars.

*^"Windstorm *.^and *tornado *insurance *is *another *pro^misin^g *side *line *of *fire^-^
*in^sur^a^n^c^e *companies^, *^A^nnu^al *^pr^e^miums *paid *out *nowadays *^?^o^nount *to *somethin^g *^like
*^thirty *million *dollars *in *this *^Nation *alone. *^R^ecent *d^a^ma^ging *tornados *hav^e^
*^boosted *the *popularity *of *tornado *insur^ance^, *^as *they *natur^ally *^v^-ould^.

*"Then *there^'s *rain *insuranc^e^, *^it *diff^ers *from *oth^e^r *fo^r^ms *of *weathe^r^
*i^nsura^nce *in *that *it *does *not *cover *property *da^mage. *^Eain *insur^ance *is *desi^gn^ed
*^r^aai^nly *to *cover *events *-^»- *ball *games^, *pri^ze *fights *— *op^e^n-air *conc^erts *—*
*^which *depend *on *public *patro^na^ge *for *their *succ^ess. *Some *of *the *policies
*^cove^r *not *^more *than *3 *hours *-- *lon^g *enou^gh, *howev^e^r, *for *a *^man *to *m^ake *^a.'. *lot *of
*^шопеу *in *a *big *public *aff^ai^r^» *^Pair *m^anager^s *a^nd *retail *stor^e^s *advertisin^g^
*8
pecial *sales *often *take *out *rain *insur^ance.

*"Damage *by *light^ni^ng *i^s *g^enerally *covered *in *fire *^insur^ance, *but *there *are
*^certai^n *fr^eak *types *of *insurance *th^at *mi^g^ht *interest *you, *^Jim. *A *motion *pictur^e^
*^co^mp^an^y *ta^kin^g *snow *^sce^nes, *o^nce *to^ok *out *insurance *to *protect *itself *in *cas^e *it

*^hot *sno_^w^>

*^"Ho^w *do *they *set *the *r^at^es?^" *Jim *asked^.

*^"^Ra^tes *for *all *these *forms *of *insur^ance *^are *originally *based *on *the *r^ecord^s^
*th^e *^Weather *Bureau^"^, *I *replied. *^»You *see, *the *^Bure^au *has *record^s *of *the *^rea-

*^which *^go *back *^a^s *far *as *50 *yea^rs. *In *con^n^ectio^n *with *rain *insur^ance^, *th^o^
*^a^mounts *and *fre^quency *of *rainfall *during *m^any *years *— *^and *in *about *^200 *cities *^--
*^bave *been *studied *by *^men *^who *are *^e^xpert *-in *reading *the *stories *figures *tell^.^
*^A^d^j^ustm^ent^s *^and *p^ayments *of *all *kinds *are *m^ade *in *confor^mity *^vith *th^e *fa^cts
*^f^urnished *by *the *V^t^eath^er

*^"Co^uld *I *i^nsur^e *^ny *o^wn *^<^;rops^?
^w
 *a^sked *Jim.
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.̂ "Yes, if your ^judgment told you it ̂ was ̂ a good i^nv^est^me^nt to do so.
^Mod^ern^, scientific f^ar^min^g ena^bles the farmer to eli^min^ate ̂ many of the ̂hazar^ds ̂*^
It^'s likely that crop ins^ura^nce ̂ will go s^till fû rt̂ ĥ er in ̂givin^g you still more
peace of mind^. *^3ven today^, the study of clim^atic factors in a certain area
^makes it possi^ble f^or a farmer to select regions where certain crops ̂will ̂gro^w^
^best. T^hat study also helps him to decide ̂ whether to insure his crops ̂by
^s^m^ud^ge pots or *co^mr^u^ercial policies*^> it seems to i^ne^«

^"^During recent yea^rs, the ̂De^p^a^rt^me^nt of *^j^\^gri cui ture has made ̂ wide studies
of this matter *^j^>^f crop insu^r^ance. .So ̂hav^e' а ̂n^-.^L-^2.be r of forei^gn countries^. ̂ In
^fact, some cou^ntries have ̂ gone so^-far as to ̂ put direct ̂gover^n^mental sup^ervision
o^ver insuranc^e co^mp^anie^s that insure crops a^g^ainst ^weather dâ magê "̂ .

*!̂ lïïell,l̂ ('sai^d ̂Jim *^f^c^hen^, ̂'^'^it ŝ ê ê m̂ s to ̂ me tĥ at ̂m^e^n has found that he can prô -̂
tect himself a^gainst the mysteri^es of th^e forces of nature *^-- ̂even if he сan^tt
solve thê m̂ .̂ "

That was all some time ago and I don^'t know ̂ whether the far^mers in this
particular case insu^red their annual Far^mers^' ̂We^ek a^g^ai^n^st bad ^weather or not.
I certainly hope nothin^g happ^ened to ma^ke it anything but a success. I do
^think *Jum was impressed with the pos^sibilities of weath^e^r insurance, though^.

^Now I suppose my time is up and I^'d bett^er ̂ bid you good night.
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