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*A^N^NOUNCE^M^E^NT; *^Ever^y *^season *h^as *its *^music. *In *Sprin^g *there^'s *the *^g^entle *so^n^g^
*of *the *^whis^per^ing *rain *and *the *c^al^l *of *nestin^g *^birds. *Summer *come^s *^with *the
*la^xy, *endle^ss *chittering *of *countless *ti^n^y *in^sects. *^Bustling *l^eav^es *and *the
*sig *of *the *^wind *in *the *sheaves *her^ald *Aut^u^mn. *But *great^, *^bold, *^blusteri^ng
*Winter *h^as *his *howling *bli^z^z^ards *and *rattling *sleet *to *make *us *glad *we^'re
*^saf^e *indoors^. *^A *spokesma^n *for *the *U. *S. *W^eather *Bureau *is *going *to *tell *^you
*more *a^bout *^"Winter^'^s *^Music^" *in *thi^s *short *talk *toni^ght. *So *poke *up *the *fire
*^and *gather *^'round^. *The *t^alk *is *based *on *^articles *by *^Dr. *Humphreys *^and *other
*We^ather *Bureau *official^s.

the nig^ht before ̂New ̂Ye^ar^'s and all through the house not a
creature was ^stirring And yet the house seemed alive with mysteriou^s
^so^unds.

^Three of us were gathered arou^nd the fire. ^Earlier in the evenin^g ̂ t^he
fire had ro^ared and crackled. The gre^et, hun^gry flâ mê s of cr̂ î m̂ son, orâ n̂ ĝ e*,̂ grê ê
^and blue had leaped up from the wood as though tĥ ey wa^nted to go up the cĥ im̂ -̂
ney ̂a^nd away on the win^gs of the wind that sâ ng out̂ sid̂ e.Bû t these dâ ncing *fl^am^t^
seemed t̂ o ŝ̂ ymbolize t̂ he frê sĥ , ê ager Ĥew Yê ar.

We were so ̂ quiet we could hear tĥ e fir̂ e softly t̂ alk to uŝ .

*̂ РТН *РТН *̂ РТН; said the fire.

^"The fire is t̂ readin̂ g sno^w^", said my *granfath^er.
more snow tomorrow^".

^"It means we^'^ll ĥ â ve

I had heard tĥ is qu^aint, old sayin̂ g ̂b^efore ̂and resolved to ̂a^s^k our ̂ *^
friend, a w^eather man, who sat on my right, about it.

^"^Wh^at makes the fire talk?̂ " I asked̂ .

^"I have often wonder^ed that myself̂ ", he replied̂ . ̂ "A^nd I suppose ĉ ount-
lê ŝ s other *wa^4^hers by tĥ e fire in all â ges have â sked the ŝ â me question. You
only hear the fire tâ l̂ king when the w^ood is well burned down and therê 's ̂ a^
^bed of glowing coâ l̂ s d^eep down in the gr^ate. I ̂su^p^pose these faint soun̂ ds are
the tî n̂ e ̂e^x^plos^ion^s of comb^ustible gâ ses th^at come ̂ up from hot bits of wood
^and charcoal buried d̂ ê ep in the e^mb^ers. When they hear these faint^, *PTH^.PTHS,
^some folk̂ s ŝ ay, ̂ 'the fî re is ̂spitti^n^g snow'. ^Folks wh^o have ŝ at by a thouŝ -̂
^and dyin^g winter fires say the sound meâ n̂ s tĥ at it^'s ̂ going to snow the ̂ ne^xt

^"It does mean that̂ ", sâ id gr̂ andf̂ ather̂ . *^"^H^f^c^tt û ntil tomorrow and
^see^".



*Ch^ats *by *^t^h^«, *e^tc^, *1^/^5 *^-^2-

*^"Perh^ap^s *^you *t^hi^nk *^t^h^e *po^pp^i^ng *of *th^e *fire *i^s *a *si^g^n *of *^sno^w *^bec^au^s^e^
*fol^k^s *^u^s^u^al^ly *^b^uild *bi^g *fires *on *^th^e *dark^, *d^an^k *ni^ght^s *^b^efore *snow *storms
*com^e,^" *s^aid *the *^w^eath^er *^m^an.

*T^he^n *we *^gre^e^; *^quiet *^again^. *The *night *wa^s *m^agio, *pe^aceful *indoor^s. *B^ut
*outside *a *gre^at *^sto^rm *was *brewing^. *How *the *^wind *howled *about *t^h^e *eaves.'
*^Roared *up *in *^great *sweeps *-- *th^en *died *aw^ay^, *whisperin^g *^and *whi^t^4n^g^.

*^The^n *^sof^tly *on *the *^wi^ndo^w *panes *^there *c^ame *a *faint *tick *— *tic^kin^g, *^as
*though *some *one *had *th^rown *gr^ains *of *rice *^ggainst *the *gl^a^s^s^. *^Thi^s *w^as *follow^-^
*ed *by *another *^end *anoth^er *— *fa^ster *a^nd *fa^ster. *A *continuou^s *r^attle. *T^hen *it
*died *do^wn *^as *it *had *come.

*^"It^'s *hailing^", *^said *I^.

*^"^Not *hail.^" *^s^eid *grandfath^er^, *^"sleet^".

*^"He *is *ri^ght^", *our *weather *friend *told *us. *^"Sl^e^et *come^s *like *that *w^h^e^n^
*the *temper^atur^e *i^s *only *a *degree *or *^so *below *free^zin^g *— *^and *a *^st^orm *i^s *g^at^h^-^
*eri^ng *It^'s *good *to *h^ave *a *shelter *over *your *^head *when *^the *^sleet *tic^k^s *at *^t^he
*windo^w *pan^e" *r

*^"^Wh^at *i^s *sleet?" *I *asked.

*^"It^»s *really *wi^nter^'^s *h^ail1^1, *replied *the *w^e^at^her *m^an. *^"Ther^e *^a^r^e *three
*kinds *of *h^eil, *you *know^* *^E^ach *k^i^nd *occurs *at *a *different *^s^e^a^son *^and *is *fo^n^a *ed
*in *^a *different *w^ay^. *The *^h^ail *t^h^e *t *occurs *in *winter *consi^st^s *of *^sm^all^, *clea^r^
*^pellets *of *ice. *These *lit^tle *pe^llets *ar^e *about *the *^si^ze *of *l^arg^e *r^aindrops *--
*they *are *raindrop^s, *in *fact *— *frozen *r^aindrops. *^Soft *hail *consists *of *^sma^ll,
*white *pellet^s *of *wh^at *looks *li^ke *compacted *^snow. *^It *u^su^ally *come^s *in *^sm^all
*^quantiti^es, *g^enerally *in *March *^and *April, *^but *occasionally *in *Autu^m^n. *T^he *o^nl^j^
*ti^me *h^ail *occurs *in *^su^m^mer *is *du^ring *a *thunderstorm. *These *hailstones *^a^re *u^su^-^
*^ally *large. *^Som^e *h^ave *been *known *th^at *w^ere *^s^everal *inch^es *throu^g^h *....... *T^h^ey
*often *do *^great *d^am^age.^11

*^"I *remember *^when *I *wa^s *a *^boy^"^, *b^e^g^an *g^r^andf^ather^, *^we *leaned *forward
*t^o *c^atch *his *story. *^"^Th^at *was *long *ago^", *he *cont^inued, *^"and *we *u^sed *to *^h^sv^e^
*^som^e *h^ard *winter^s *in *those *d^ey^s. *I^'ll *never *for^g^et *that *^T^J *inte^r *we *moved *fro^m^
*t^he *Storm *^River *country^) *Th^e *river *wa^s *fro^zen *over *and *we *d^rove *o^ur *slei^g^h^s^
*right *across *it *fr^o^m *Chri^stm^as *until *the *last *of *^February^. *I *reme^mb^er *the
*snow *drifted *^s^o *high *th^at *it *c^a^m^e *^up *to *the *^eav^es *in *th^e *^b^ack *of *our *house
*and *we *co^u^ldn^'t *lo^ok *out *^t^ue *bac^k *^wi^n^do^w. *On^e *d^a^y *^a *neighbor *of *^min^e, *who *,*
*lived *down *the *cree^k *^about *^B^aile^e, *came *^t^o *vi^sit *u^s. *^*^*^e *dr^ove *up *^and *hol^ler^e^d^
*for *me *to *com^e *out^. *I *w^ent *t^o *the *do^or *and *I *could *se^e *^my *br^eath *fre^e^ze *in
*the *air^. *^'Plea^s^e *shut *th^e *door^1^, *m^y *wife *c^elled. *^'^T^ie^1^!^! *^all *free^ze *t^o *d^e^a^t^h1^.^
*So *I *^sh^ut *the *door^. *T^h^e^n *Jim *c^al^led *out^, *^'Bey, *th^er^e^, *H^yrum *— *^t^her^e^'^s *th^«^
*^g^at^e?1 *^'^You *come *ri^ght *in^', *^I *c^all^ed *o^ut. *^'^F^ence *^wa^s *cov^er^ed *with *^snow *lon^g^
*^ago. *^' *^So *^he *drov^e *over *the *^gate, *o^n *th^e *snow *cru^st. *How *the *wheel^s *of *t^he
*^wa^gons, *a^nd *th^e *runner^s *of *the *^sleighs *did *sing *on *the *fro^zen *road^s.^' *^W^e *don^'^
*^h^ave *wi^nt^ers *li^ke *those *the^se *d^ays^. *I *rec^kon *you *folk^s *of *thi^s *century *hav^e^
*forgotten *what *it *i* *t^o *^bundle *up *^and *go *for *an *old^- *f^a^shio^ned *slei^g^h *ride.



Chats by, et̂ ĉ . 1/5 *тЗ̂ ?

^Y^o^u ̂go for a^uto rides i^nste^ad. I re^me^m^ber ̂we^'d â l̂ ŵ ays cut the cô rn̂ ers ^f^ast^,.
^'Cutting a shine^'^, ̂ ve ca^lled it. It was fun ̂ because ̂ it thre^w ever^ybod^y ^i^nto
e^verybody *elses arms. But tho^se days ar̂ e ̂ gone forever̂ ", and gr^andfather stop̂ -̂
ped talkî ng ̂an^d loô ked into the glowing fire.

^"^Well, grandfather,̂ " said the weather m^an, ̂"^The ĉ hâ nces are that ̂ winter^s^
today are about what the old on^es were^. ^The records show that our snows are
not decre^asing e^ach ̂F^ear, *^?s our year^s increa^se. The main reaso^n why we dô n̂ 't
get good sleî ghing these d^ays is pro^b^ably because the increased use of autô -̂
mobiles ma^kes it *^undesired. ̂ When we look back on the old days, things alŵ â ys
seem different. Th^ese memories of ours, are the mental pict̂ û res, carrî ed
alon̂ g through the ye^ars, *^md perhaps *distored. ^We rem^ember the û nusually ĥ ard
winters. ̂E^xtr^emes stay ̂in our minds. We forget the average. Look back on
the pl^ace where you spent your child-hood d̂ ays. If you ̂ go b̂ ack tĥ ere now and 1
look things over yoû 'll prob^ably find that tĥ e old house is not more than half
as large as w^e î magined it to be. Th^e barn is much sm̂ aller̂ . Th^at old hill
where w^e coasted when we were children̂ , is much shorter and l̂ ess steep tĥ an we
r^emember it. The river is a mere creek ̂ and the brid^ge over it — which we cô n̂ -̂
^sid^ered one of the ̂ greatest structures in th^e world — is found to be small̂ ,̂
and *rou^g^bly built. ^Thus we account for the erron^eo^us stat^ements about the
weather in the p̂ ast. Thes^e ̂ state^ments of the old days ̂ «re not made from r̂ ê -̂
cor̂ ds — and they ̂are not made with the int^ention of misrepr^esenting the factŝ .̂ "

^A^g^ain we ̂ sat lost in silence and thoû ght. We looked stral̂ ĉ i, in̂ to the
dying fire on the hê arth.

^The wind w^histled and whined — then died. It was cold. ̂ Every now ̂ and
t̂ ĥ ê n cracklin̂ g sô unds ̂ — booms — and sm̂ all̂ , mysterious rû stl̂ es — came to our
ê ars.

^"^M^any a night Î 've lain aŵ ake in thi^d old house ̂ and list̂ en̂ ed to tĥ ê
ĵoists and raft̂ ers crack ̂jû st like tĥ eŷ 're crackin̂ g tonight̂ ", grandfâ t̂ ĥ er told

us. ^"If ^you're worried^, tĥ ê se soun^ds will keep you aŵ ake ̂ and make you n̂ erv̂ ô û ŝ .̂
If ̂yo^u^'r^e cô nt̂ ent, the ̂soun^ds ̂are a lullab̂ y. ̂ Winter^'s lullabŷ «.

"̂It's tĥ e cold that do^es it̂ "̂ , said tĥ e weatĥ er ̂ m̂ an. ̂ "Tĥ e ̂ Joî sts contr̂ aĉ t̂
Âs they fit in̂ to n^ew positions, tĥ ey crack and b̂oom. Ĝhostly, f̂ earful soû nd̂ ŝ ,̂
sometimes.̂ "

^"Is this what causes trees to burst in cold weather?^" I ask̂ ed̂ .

^"^P^artly^", said the weather man. ̂"^Wh^en you h^ear those ̂'pi^stol shotŝ ' out
in the woods in cold weather, tĥ eŷ 're prob^ably not pî stol̂ s shot̂ s at all̂ . Thoŝ ê
sounds are caused by tĥ e out^er sĥ ells of tre^e^s splitting und^er the great straî t̂
caused by the sĥ ell 's coô ling fast̂ er — an̂ d shrinkin̂ g fâ ster — tĥ en the in̂ n̂ ê r̂
wood. ^You don't ̂b^e^er this very often̂ ".

^"But wh^en you do h^e^ar it, you know it̂ "̂ , ̂said ̂grand^-da^d.

^Soon^,l^ulled by wint^er^'s ̂music — the soft, kind, ghostly song of t̂ ĥ ê
ŝ eason̂ s, —̂ ĝ̂ randfather f̂ ell aslê ep by the fire.

^Good nî ĝ ĥ t, to you all
^*^*^*^**^*^*

*^А^К^КОШС^гМ^Д^У^Т; ̂This ĉ ô ncl̂ ud̂ es *to^a^i^f^f^tt^'^s Ŵ ê atĥ er Cĥ at released by Uncle Sam
throû ĝ h Station
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