
*^Ö^hats *^Ъ^у th^e *^\7e^ath^er ̂ M^at^i^« W^e^d^.^, ^Mar.9.
^R^E^LEASE

Th^e *ïïeather Man, broadc^asting his regular Wednesd^ay
evenin^g Ch^at^, through St^ation *, *H^e^*s going t^o tell you abo^ut
^the Cli^mat*ological Division of the U.S^. *^ï^ïe^ather Bureau. This im^portant
Division can tell ̂ you^, on sh^ort notice, about the cli^mate of any ̂ section
of th^e United States for *th^o p^ost ̂ 50

^•^=^»^2^7

^* ̂ * ̂ *

^"^Shis ̂ man ̂ wa^nts to know all about t^he ^weather out ther^e^"^.

T^h^e *^ï^ïeather ̂ Kan ̂ Was reading a letter spread upon his d^es^k. I
was li^st^eni^n^g^.

^"Out where^?^" I interrupted^.

^"^Why^, it ^just happ^ens th^at th^is chap is interest^ed in th^e ^w^eather
of Southern Calif^ornia"^p th^e *ïïe^ath^er ̂ Man repli^ed, a^s he s^wung toward me
in hi^s office ̂ swive^l chair^. His letter is ̂ dated ̂ M^arch 2nd^, 1927^, ^We get
^let^t^er^s asking ̂ questi^o^ns like this ̂ every day. Yesterday, for inst^a^nce^,^
^we ̂ g^o^t a letter fro^m a m^an down near the ̂ Mason and *.Di^x^pn line wanting to
^know if *he^^could rais^e cotton in that ̂ s^ecti^on of the country^".

"Sa^y^, what d^ees he think you ar^e *•^-— an ag^ricu^lt^ura^l ency^clopedi^a^?*"*
I ̂ brok^e in^,

^"^Hot at all^"^, ̂ answered ̂ r^ay fr^iend. His que^stion^'s fair ̂ enou^gh^« One
of the ̂ mai^n duties of the ̂ W^eather B^ureau is to ans^wer ^j^ust such in^qui^ries^«^,

^"^But w^h^y does^n^'t he plant -c^otton and find ou^t if it^'ll ̂ gr^ow? *V^f^t^iy
does^n^'t h^e ask h^i^s ^n^eigh^bo^rs wh^at their e^x^p^erienc^e h^a^s b^ee^n with cott^o^n^?^"

*^"It^»s an e^xpensive propo^sition to pl^ant cotton as. an experiment^^1^,^
the observer replied. ^"^And the nei^ghbors ̂ have^n^'t always learned to do the
^best thin^g for their particular co^mmunity^, you ^know. To raise a goo^d cotton
crop, you n^eed a ce^rtain amount of *h^ert *•..^.^! ̂ moistur^e^, — a gro^wi^ng ̂ season
of some l^e^n^gt^h^, — ^and a cert^ain .number of what are called ̂ beat^-d^a^y^s or
*heat-u^j^ait^s, ^Th^e W^eather ̂ B^ureau ha^s inf^ormation on the ̂ we^a^th^er: ̂ — ̂ The
^rai^nfa^ll^, *t^e^n^çer^a^t^ur^ë^, wi^nd c^ond^ition^s^, ^sno^wfall, su^n^shine^, etc.^, — fo^r all
p^art^s of the country, ^fa^r^me^rs a^re l^earn^ing thi^s and beginning to call on
us in case of n^ee^d^.



"̂I *̂ öê e tĥ at par̂ t of i^t^*. *̂ Dodtê f̂ f *̂ *̂ aid ̂ l̂ « ̂ «̂ l *̂ öan ê â sî l̂ y ̂ ŝ ee hô w ŷou
^ma^y give t̂ hat chap the rainfall and te^m^p^er^at^u^re ̂fi^g^ures for ̂ last .Ŝ û mm̂ er̂ * ^say^,.
^B^ut m̂ ayb̂ e *las^j^^ Ŝ û mmer ^was a. fr^e^ak— ̂ not' at ̂ a^ll li^ke the ̂ summer^s ̂ be^fore
that̂ . The ̂ weather ̂ ispretty., chan̂ geâ ble ̂ Ч*̂ ,

^"It is ind^eed^«^, the ̂Weather. ̂M^an said as he l̂ ooked out of tĥ e w^indo^w at the
risin^g cloud̂ s. ^"O^ne ^season do^esn^'t ̂ m^ake tĥ e clim^ate of a secti^on ̂an^y moro
tĥ an one s^wallo^w ̂m^a^k^es à Summer^, *^b^a^* *^c^o^u^e ̂wit^h me *a^nd^'I^'ll sĥ ow ŷ ou some
of our climat^e ̂ (records1.'^.

Then the .̂ Ŵ eather M̂ an sho^wed m^e ^batteries of filin^g ̂ cases filled w^ith
.records^. He pointed out stacks of bound volu^mes, containin^g ̂-hu^ndreds .ô f̂
ta^bl^es of figurê ŝ . -It all^.look^ed lik̂ e ̂ e^arly ̂ Greek to m^e,-^but I ̂ was greatl^y^
impre^ssed^«

Loô k̂ s lik̂ e you m̂ ean busineŝ ŝ "̂ , I r̂ ê marked̂ .

^"^W^e do. Sit do^wn and ̂I^'ll tell you how we go about this climate
work^?^, and the *^ï^ïeath^er ̂Man led me bâ ck int^o his offiĉ ê .

This clima^tol^o^gical work is done in ŵ hat' is cal1̂ ed̂ " tĥ e ^01imato1*o^gic^al
D̂ivî sion of t̂ he'̂ Û . Ŝ . ̂ leather Bureaû »̂ , he b̂egan, "̂Dr. P. *Ĉ . D̂ ay is the *hoad
of the Divisio^n. .̂ T̂ he centr^al office^s of the ̂ Weath^er ̂ Bureau, as you knô w,
are in ̂Washin^gton, *D. ̂0.

^"The United States i^s divided int^o *10^£ sections for the pur^pose of thî s,
work. Thê se se^ctions ar̂ e often outlined, by *̂ thê ^̂ watershedŝ , but not alwâ ys..̂ ,̂
^Mo^st ̂st^ate^s hâ ve more than ô n̂ e of the ^section^s^. The Sta^te of Utah., for
in̂ stanĉ ê , has 2̂ , ând Tê x̂ â s 5̂ ,̂ -̂ * *. ̂.̂ T̂ he *̂ .̂ »ê d̂ bions ̂'are num̂ bered̂ ;. Soutĥ er̂ n *Tô xâ ŝ
is numbered 1 and ̂M^aine i^s numbered 10̂ 6̂ » *• ̂A^ll ̂ri^gh^t^* ̂No^», in *tho Unî led *•*
Stat^es, there ar̂ e abô ut 200 off*icial' *̂ Û .' 5,, W^eather ̂Bû r̂ eau ô bŝ ervatoriê ŝ *̂
There are over 5̂ ,000 places in the U, *S.^, hô ŵ ev̂ ê r, wher^e w^eather obŝ ê rvatiô n̂ ŝ
^are *t^akon and recorded and sent in to cert^ain regular ̂Weather *St^f^cti^ons, ̂At
each^'station is an observ^er^. ^At each offici^al U.'S^» ̂ W^eather B̂ ur̂ eau Statio^n^
there is one *^'*-- or more^—^- official ̂we^ather 'man̂ , or ̂meteorolo^gi^st^» ̂So ̂you
ŝee ŵ̂ hat Î 'm drivin^g at̂ ?̂ "

*̂ nl thin^k I dô '.̂ '̂ , said Î , «̂Yoû 're *showi î g ̂me hô w you ̂ m̂ ak̂ e the clim^at^e,^«
^* *' ^»

*:^"Not ̂at all̂ 4, *th^o Weathe^r ̂ M^an p^rotest^ed. ̂"^I^'^m^'trying^.to shô w you
hô w ŵe recô r̂ d th^e ŵeather fro^m d̂ ay to d̂ â ŷ . T̂he *d̂ aŷ -bŷ *d̂ â ŷ , year̂ -bŷ -year,,
*century^-by^-ce^ntury we^ather mak̂ es the c^limat^e of a ̂ section or a ̂ Nation^.^
Sê ê ?

"̂ You. doubtless knô w that the m^eteorologi^sts *^st^A^Xion^ed at *U. *S^, Weather
^Bureaus mak̂ e daily r^ecords of the ^weather for t^heir territory^. Thê se ^re^cord^s
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^R^- *C^.^W^.^M^.

are Sent i^n ̂ to th^e ^Central ^Weath^er Bû r̂ ê au office at ̂Washi^ngto^n^»*^D^« *C^» n̂̂

*"1^/^fh^at kî nd, of records are^- they^?1̂ 1 *^Ï aŝ ked̂ .

"̂̂ Records of th^e r̂ainfall â nd *snov̂ /f̂ all ̂ — ̂ hê at ̂ and co^ld —̂ ŵind
velocit^y-- l̂ en̂ gth of se^ason — suns^hine ̂ and ĉ loud̂ , that so^rt of thinĝ .̂
^All the m̂ â ny c^o^n^ditions that go to m̂ al̂ î e ^w^eather from day to d̂ aŷ , *^Д^11
rî ght, *^Y^î^hen ̂wo r^ec^eive these *. record^e*^, ̂ "^e condense them and tâ bul̂ at̂ e th^em
for ^months and ye^ars. ^For each s^ection^-, ̂ mind you, ^Tor e^ach of th^e 106
sec t ioni^e I told you ̂ a^bout.^"

^"^That tolls^/ the^n^, ĥ ô w ̂ much rain that section had at a certain time^»^
*d^oesn^H ̂i^t^? i asked.

^"^E^xact^l^y^"^, replied the ̂W^eat^her *^Ыап, ̂"От ho^w cold or hot it *v^/as ̂a^t^
^a given, time^"^,

*^»Hov^r lon̂ g has this ̂ be^en going on^?^» ̂I *^ya^nt^f.d to kno^w ne^xt,

^"^Offici^al^ly^, ̂since 1871̂ "̂ , h^o repli^ed^/ *^»V^fe have rather com^plete
records since th^at time. Of co^urse ̂v^e h^ad s^o^me records ev^en b^efore ^that^,^»^
^M^a^ny fol̂ ks keep ̂ w^eather o^bs^ervations in' their diaries or *^f^a^mi^t^y *;^r^ec^o^rds*.*
^B^ut ̂we h^ave offici^al record^s since 1871, These ̂ records aro publish^ed —
for each section and for the ̂Nati^on ̂as a whole *-- in r^e^gular print^ed re-
ports^, every month and e ̂т^егу y^ear^« Th^e *^Ï^Ïeather ̂Bur^eau ̂also gets out ^а^
^huge report of the ̂ weather and cli^mate of each section at interv^als of
of a^bout 10 year^s. ^The l^ast one published brought the records do^wn to
^1920^, ^Both^er one ̂ will be due ab^out 19̂ 30̂ , In addition to giving t^ables
of pr^ecipit^ation, t^em^per^ature, ̂an^d things li^ke th^at, it tells of the climat^e^
of the s^ection and of *ar^.y peculiar^, or un^usual, ̂ weather conditio^ns such as
.̂ floodŝ , cyclones^, drou^ghts^, e^xtre^mely cold, hot, or dry periods. ^Do you
see^?^"

^"^I thi^nk I do^. C^an a ^man got thos^e r^eports^, aŝ - ̂well as ot^her in̂ -̂
formation on the clim^ate and w^eather of a^ny section ĥ ê 's inter^ested in?^"

^"C^ertainly^"^, the ̂ Weather Man ̂ass^ur^e^d ̂me. ̂«That^'s one r^eason ̂why
we publish th^e reports^. ^Det^ailed inform^ation is furnished free by ap̂ -̂
plication to the ̂Weather

^4
 Bureau",

^"^Wel^l, how do they use the infor^m^ation?
1
^' I *^a^a^ked»

"Let me give you one or two instanc^es^, ^F^armers thinking of movin^g^
fro^m one ar^ea to another are int^erested in kn^o^wi^ng ̂ what kind of crops can
be grown in th^e place ̂ they plan to mov^e to. Business ̂men ̂ —*' doctors *^--
lawy^ers'— all classes of people^, us^e the information in some ̂way o^r
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anoth^er^. Vacationists *^a^^^o *intorested in ̂ k^no^wing a^bout the c^lim^ate of
c^e^rt^ain pl^aces th^ey visit, ̂ a^nd *i^x^iva^lids *^r^/ant to kno^w *v^;ho^re the^y can find
b^en^eficial clim^ates.

^"^A ̂ big insur^ance ̂ comp^an^y us^ed o^ur information in rati^ng a western
^city for fir^e i^nsuranc^e. The comp^any wa^s int^erest^ed in *knoving the num^ber
of d^a^ys t^h^ere *v^/ero *i^u a y^ear in that pl^ace *^v^/^hen th^e *v;ind *blev^/ 2^5 mile^s an
hour or mor^e, — ^also th^e *sno^\^vfall and th^e t^em^p^erature of the city^. ^Real
estate dealers use ^our publicati^ons to *s^ho^v/ p^rospective buy^ers the cli^mate in
places ^where they pl^an to ̂ buy property^. A city ̂ en^gineer in a ^western to^wn
used the ̂ Weather ̂ Bur^eau^'s rainfall r^ecords i^n *de'terminin^g the size ^of the
se^wer ̂ mains ̂ which we^re put in that cit^y^. ^Mains that could ̂ h^an^dl^e a ^m^a^ximum
r^ainfall for that pi^-^ice ̂ w^ere installed^. ^Th^ose ^ar^e ^only o^ne or t^wo uses for th^e^
*r^ecocds^. ^in addition, we can t^uli those ̂ who are *intorest^ed about the hott^e^st^,^
*colde^et, driest, ^w^ettest parts of the ̂ Uni^t^ed States, merely b^y referri^n^g to
the climatologie^al *reco^cds^".

^"^Well^"^, said I as I ar^ose to le^ave, ̂ "loo^ks to m^o like a man can a^bout
choose his o^wn cli^mate these d^ays^".
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