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*^A^N^NOU^N^CEME^NT; *^Fire^-w^eather *war^nin^gs *is *the *sub^jec^t *of *t^oday1 *^s *CH^ATS *BY *TH^E^
*^W^EATH^S^R *MA^N *re^leased *thro^u^gh *Statio^n *_ *^b^y *th^e *United *States *^Depart^ment
*^of *A^gric^ult^ur^e. *The *^W^eath^e^r *Bur^ea^u *is *do^ing *c^e^rtain *^val^u^a^ble *wo^rk *in *c^utting
*^do^wn. *forest *fire *dam^ag^e *to *^America^'s *forests *and *this *CHAT *tel^ls *h^o^w *...^.

*^- *— *^ooO^oo *---

*— *So^und *of *a *te^l^ephone *^b^ell *^rin^gin^g *---

*^"Hello^" *. *ans^wered *the *Weath^er *Man, *and *th^en *--- *^"I *be^g *yorur *pardon. *Why
*yes, *I *s^up^po^se *you *may *if *you *^want *to^". *^. *. *^.

*I *waited^, *sensing *so^mething *int^er^e^st^ing.

*Ther^e *wa^s *some *more *tal^kin^g *^which, *naturally, *I *did *not *hear. *The *Weath^er
*^Kan *li^st^ened, *s^miling^. *^Th^en *h^e *hung *up *the *receiver *and *turned *to *me, *^sitting
*^b^ear *his *d^esk *in *his *^office *in *the *to^w^n *hall.

*"A *lady *want^ed *to *kno^w *if *^she *mi^ght *^safely *^wa^sh *her *hair *to^day^", *h^e *said.

*^"^R^ath^er *^an *^unusual *^req^u^est, *isn'^t *it?" *I *asked. *^"S^e^e^m^s *t^o *^me *that *^* *s *rather
*^°^ut *of *yo^u^r *lin^e *of *duty" *.

*"Not *so *much *as *you *might *think^", *my *f^riend *eaid^. *"You *^s^e^e, *^she *th^ought
*^I^fd *know *if *it *will *be *dry *eno^ugh *to *pr^o^perly *fini^sh *th^e *operation^. *I *told *her
*^that *rain *^is *u^n^likely *tod^a^y *^and *^she *^seemed *s^atisfied, *thank^ed *me^, *a^nd *said *good
*^by^e^»^.

*^"Do *you *get *many *^q^u^e^stions *like *hers?^" *I *^wan^ted *to *kn^o^w.

*"Mo^r^e *than *th^e *^a^v^era^g^e *^man *su^sp^e^cts^", *th^e *^W^eath^er *^Man *replied. *^"La^st *^we^ek
*young *lady *^enlist^ed *my *assi^stance *in *settin^g *a *favorable *date *fo^r *a *weddin^g^»^
*told *me *that *she *^was^n^'t *in *the *habit *of *getting *^marri^ed *very *often *and *she

*^a^nted *t^o *b^e *sure *the *w^eat^her *would *b^e *fa^vorab^le *when *the *occa^sion *cam^e *up. *^Oh,
*^°ur *duties *ar^en^'t *confin^ed *to *predictin^g *frost, *flood^s, *and *dry *^weather *for *fore^st

*^"I *supp^ose *not^", *^said *I *inn^ocent^ly. *^"By *^th^e *^way, *I *came *up *here *today *to
*^r^*^n.d *out *w^hat *th^e *Weat^her *B^ureau *is *d^oi^n^g *toward *p^r^eventin^g *^for^e^st *fire^s^, *I*
*^Ì^J^°^d^erstand *that *direct *^damage *to *O^UT *f^or^est^e *^by *f^ore^st *fir^e^a- *amount^ed *to *^mor^e *tha^n^

*^mi^llion *doll^ars *^last *year *alone. *I *r^ead *that *thi^s *da^ma^ge *^wa^s *th^e *^re^sult *^of
*than *90 *thousan^d *fire^s *which *burned *^o^v^e^r *ab^o^ut *24 *million *acr^e^s *of *land *in
*^J^bit^ed *Stat^e^s *and *that *more *than *72 *p^er *cent *of *these *fi^fe^s *wer^e *ca^used *by

*^"The *dam^a^g^e *was *really *great^er *than *that^" *. *the *W^eather *^Man *ad^d^ed. *^"You *^se^e,
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fir^es caused i^m^m^ense ̂ lo^ss to ̂wat^e^rs^he^ds, ̂sc^e^n^er^y in nâ t̂ urâ l parks, ^grassland^s, and
r^ecrea^tio^nal ĝ r̂ ô unds in the for^e^st re^g^ions. I^t^'s practi^call^y i^mp^o^ssi^ble to
êstî mâ t̂ e t̂ he m̂ ô n̂ ey dâ m̂ â ge ̂ to ̂ thê ŝ e t^hings. Â̂ mericans ŝ hô uld p̂ay sp^ecia^l att^e^n^tion
to pr^eventi^n^g this ĥ û ge fire menace t^o ̂ our natî ô n̂ al f^o^re^s^t^s^".

^"^I câ n easily u^nderstand that^", ̂ I a^greed^^ ^"Of cour̂ ŝ e I ̂k^no^w tha^t folk̂ ŝ
sĥ ould ̂ be more car^eful ^wit^h ^matches, ĉ amp fire^s, ̂a^nd so on̂ . B̂ ut it ŝ eê m̂ s to me
that the most dama^ging for^est fir^es must ocĉ ur in c^ertain s^easons ^when tĥ e w^eather
is favorable^".

^"I congrat^ulate yô u o^n ŷ ô ur in^si^gh^t^«, *th^d ̂ W. *M. said r̂ atĥ er ironically.
^"Mak^e yo^urself comfort^a^ble for a f̂ ê w ̂m^inute^s and I^'ll tel^l y^ou â b̂ out the ^l^e^ath^e^r^
^Bureau's fi^re^-^w^eath^er ̂ warni^n^g s^er^vice a^s it dir^ectly a^ffects tĥ e forê st̂ ŝ .

"No^w to b^egin with, all int^el^lig^ent peopl^e ̂ acce^pt th^e fac^t th^at a knowled^ge
of co^ming ^weather changes is vital to the ĉ ô nduct o^f practic^all^y all industries.
It f^ollows lo^gically ^enoug^h, tha^t efforts to ̂ prev^ent ̂ and supp̂ rê ss fires in ô ur
public and private for^ests can b^e influenc^ed by knowing what th^e weather ̂ will be
^today and ̂ tom^or^row. Tĥ e ̂ Weather Bur̂ eau ĥ as had a good o^pportu^nity to demonstrat^e^
that fact conclusive^ly in the ̂ P^ar ̂ W^estern Stat^es duri^ng tĥ e p̂ ast f̂ ew years thr^ough
the cooper^ative ^work of ̂ the Bur̂ eau ^with the ̂"^For^est Serv^ice, ̂ s^tate forester^s â nd
fore^stry ass^ocia^tions. *^Sv^erycne ̂ who has anythin^g to ̂d^o ̂with forestry pr̂ obl̂ ê m̂ s—
especially forest fire fi^ghting kn̂ ô ŵ s v^ery ̂w^ell tha^t ̂th^e^re are times when the
fire ha^zard is low â nd other times ̂w^he^n ̂the ̂ha^zard is high and the numb^er of
destructiv^e fir^e^s large. ^We hâ v̂ e learned t^hat the^s^e diff^erence^s in fir^e hâ ŝ ard
are largely dû e to differenc^es in tĥ e ̂dr^y^in^g p̂ ô ŵ er of the air^", an̂ d t^o *t^be force
â nd dir^ection of the wind^s^.

"̂ What̂ '̂ s that?" I asked̂ .

^"W^ell, i^n si^m^ple word^s, the q^uantity of ̂m^oistu^r^e in ̂ th^e ̂ air, or the hu^midity
^of the air̂ ", ê xp̂ laî n̂ ed the *^W^. *^M. ̂"^Furth^e^rm^ore^", h^e continued, ̂ "this drying power
^of the air hâ s a mar̂ k̂ ed ̂ effect on the ̂ ease and rapidity with ̂ which trees, ̂brush,
^a^nd other forest materials ̂b^u^rn^. No^w, don^'t you see that if we ̂ca^n determine in
^ad^va^nce t̂ his degree of humidity^- o^f tĥ e air which aff^ects t̂ ĥ e infl^ammability ^of
^m^aterials, w^e can take steps to control f̂ orê st fire^s? In oth^er w^ords, w^e can mak̂ ê
^s^pecial ̂ pr^eparatio^n^s t^o pre^v^ent the occurrenc^e ^of fore^st fir̂ ê ŝ , or to co^ntrol t̂ hê m̂
^if they ô nĉ e get started. ^The im^portance of tĥ e ̂w^i^nd^s a^» ̂ a f̂ act̂ ô r i^n spreadin^g t̂ he
^f^ires is too well knô ŵ n to say much more â bout it,

"All r^ight. ̂ Kn^o^win^g thes^e ̂thi^n^g^s, the n^e^xt ̂st^e^p *wae t^o or̂ ganî ze fire-
^feather ̂ war^ning ̂ Service to m^eet the dem̂ â nd̂ s for inform^ation conc^ernin^g the chan̂ gin̂ ĝ
*^*^eather condition^s i^n the for^e^sted re^gion^s of ̂t^he ̂Unit^e^d St^ate^s. It was not so
^l^on^g ago ^when ^the Con^gress ̂ o^f the ^Unit^ed Stâ tê s â p̂ proprî atê d fund̂ s so that t̂ ĥ ê
l̂̂ eatĥ er ̂B̂ ureau ĉ oû ld organ̂ î se thî s ̂ŝ er̂ vicê . *̂ u!ĥ e Bureau did or̂ ganize the work and
^e^stab^lis^he^d a special *^fire^*weat^her ̂warni^ng ̂ser^vice in the far W^est^ern State^s,
^t^h^e upp^er L̂ ake r^egi^o^n^s and in ̂ Ne^w ̂ Engla^nd. Soon ̂ after the ̂ work was organiz^ed, the
Ô̂ fficials of tĥ e ̂Ŵ ê st̂ ern ̂For̂ ê stry ̂â n̂ d Ĉ ô nŝ er̂ vatiô n Â̂ ssociat̂ ion stat^ed that tĥ ê ŷ
^R^e^gard^ed t̂ ĥ e organi^sation of that serviĉ e *a^o the ̂m^o^st n̂ otâ bl̂ e ̂ st^ep ̂ of tĥ e ̂ y^ear in
^forest con^s^ervati^on in t̂ ĥ e ^Pacific ^Coa^st Stat^e^s"^.

^"^Didn^'t th^e ̂ W^eather B̂ ur̂ eau or̂ ganî se a fire^-w^eather ̂ warnin^g ̂ servic^e in an̂ y
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oth^er par^ts of tĥ e cô un̂ tr̂ y?̂ " I a^s^ked. *^"Th^^r^e ̂ar^e c^ertai^nl^y v^ery valuâ bl̂ e forest
areas in t̂ ĥ e So^uth, i^n th^e Appalachi^a^n r^e^g^ion. I shô uld tĥ in̂ k t^hes^e for^e^st^s^
^d^es^e^rv^e pr^ot^ection^, to^o^.^"

^"I can ^e^xplain tĥ at this ̂waŷ "̂ , tĥ e *̂ Weatĥ ar Mâ n said. ̂ "̂ Th ê î ŝ ŝ uin̂ g of
for^ecast^s as a^n aid t^o ̂ the protecti^on of for^est^s a^gainst fires isn^'t ̂ e^xactly
^n^e^w. ̂At first, th^e rê ĝ ul̂ ar daî l̂ y fô r̂ ê câ sts ̂ wer^e applied in tĥ e main incid^entally
^by f^or^est int^er^e^sts in th^e Pacific Coast Stat^e^s, ̂ b^ut th^er^e w^ere so many advantages
in tĥ e s^ervic^e that ŝ oon other ̂ W^estern Stat̂ û s *^w^er^a aŝ kin̂ g for tĥ e s^ervic^e ^and then
^c^a^me r^e^q^uests fro^m ^other s^ect^ions as ^we^ll. This led to *^th^a orga^ni^zation of a
^Special fore^ca^s^t p^ro^j^ect, *^kno^r^n as the *fir^a-^waath^er ̂war^nin^g s^ervice, in ̂ many
part^s of tĥ e Unit^ed States but it ̂w^as not ̂po^ssibl^e ̂with the facilities at ̂ hand to
^e^xtend th^e ̂ wor^k to all s^ection^s. Toda^y, tĥ e issuin̂ g of fi^re-^weath^er ̂ wa^rnin^gs is
^a s^eparat^e forecastin^g s^e^rvice of the ̂W^eath^er B̂ ur̂ eau ̂ with scores of ̂ stat^ions in
^a^ll of the important for^est re^gion^s coo^peratin^g.^"

"Ho^w*^w are these fire-^w^eather warning^s issu^ed?^" ^I â ŝ ked.

*^"^Wel^l^", *said *the *^Wea^ther *^Ma^n, *^"fi^rst *of *all, *t^hey *^are *based *on *th^e *daily
*^w^ea^ther *charts *which *are *prepared *in *the *various *S^tat^e *c^ent^ers *wh^ere *th^e *fir^e-
*^w^eather *studi^es *and *servic^es *a^re *c^entrali^zed^. *These *charts *are *m^ade *after *w^eather
*infor^mation *i^s *r^eceived *by *^v^/ire *fro^m *numerous *^w^eather *observers *at *^widely
*scattered *statio^n^s *out *in *the *fi^eld *and *they *sh^o^w *^wind *velocity *a^nd *direction *of
*the *^wind— *t^he *temperature *--- *h^umidity— *rainfall-^— *air *pressure, *and *other
*thin^gs, *^M^ie^n *e^xperie^nced *observers *have *these *c^hart^s, *prepared *from *inform^ation
*^f^urnis^hed *by *o^bservers *o^n *land *and *sea, *there's *every *reason *to *^b^elieve *that *the^y^
*^will *be *highly *s^uccessful *in *^g^iving *ti^m^e^ly *warnings *of *nearly *all *weath^er *cha^n^ges
*^that *go *to *increase *or *decrease *the *fore^st^-fir^e *ha^zard. *^The *^leather *B^ureau *^i^s^
*^locali^zin^g *these *forecasts *and *v^;^a^rnings *i^n *im^p^or^ta^nt *forest *areas *by *havin^g^
*^r^aany *stations *in *those *^areas. *Thi^s *^sy^ste^m *^makes *it *^all *th^e *^easier *t^o *issue
*^Earnings *and *forecasts *for *lar^ge *forest *areas *as *well. *^We *^kno^w *that *th^is *^warning
*^serv^ice *is *wor^kin^g *out *successfully. *It *^will *^gro^w *better *and *better *as *we *are
*^able *to *e^xtend *t^he *service *to *larger *and *larger *forest *region^s.

*^"^By *the *way^", *the *Weather *Man *added, *^«if *you *are *especially *interested *in
*^this *^work, *you *ou^ght *to *^write *to *the *Weather *^Bureau *office *nearest *you *for *sti^ll
*^f^co^re *information. *You *^kno^w, *the *same *conditions *that *lead *to *^dangerous *fires *in
*^th^e *forests *also *cont^ri^b^ut^e *to *destructive *fires *in *the *citie^s^. *T^hat *brings *all
*^O^f *^us *in, *doesn^'t *it? *It's *^just *pos^sibl^e *that *you *m^a^y *reme^mber *the *fire *in
*^B^erkeley^, *California, *in *Septem^ber, *1^923. *That *fire *occurred *under *very *unusual
*^co^nditi^ons^. *O^n *that *day, *the *humi^dity *at *San *^Francisco *was *the *lowest *during *the
*^entire *^s^umm^er *of *that *year *a^nd *the *^wind *was *a *gal^e *out *of *the *northeast. *In *order

*con^s^erve *our *forest^s, *and *save *our *cities, *we *must *protect *them *f^rom *fire^s.
*n *you *hea^r *a *fire-we^ather *warning *broadc^ast *by *ra^dio, *better *ta^k^e *h^eed *for *it
*telling *y^ou *that *weather *conditions *are *co^min^g *that *make *fires *easy *to *^star^t^
*^hard *t^o *st^op^" *.

*^- *— *ooOo *---

*An^other *ti^mely *CHAT *BY *TH^B *^W^EATH^E^R *MA^N *will *be *broa^dcast *by *thi^s
*o^n *Wednesday, *^November *1^6.

*^- *3 *^-
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