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^NOT ̂FO^R PU^BLICATION

*А^МО^Ш*C^f^fi.i^S^f^f^T*^; Folks *ha^v^j all sort^s of q^ue^er ̂ ro^tions ̂abo^ut t̂ he ̂ wea^t^her. Some
of them are ̂ s^cie^ntific, some ̂ hu^moro^us, "î n today^»s CĤ Â TS *^?Y *^TH^S *^'^T^EAT^H^E^R ̂НА^Л,
t^hat ha^rd^-^wor^kin^g i^ndi^vidual i^s ̂ goi^n^g to ̂ t^el^l t^he r^a^dio a^u^di^ence of S^t^ation
a^bout so^me Po^pul^ar *^\7ea^uhe^r ̂Fall^acie^s. ̂I^n^ci^d^ent^al^l^y, he^'s *^ço^in.^^ to ^me^ntion
com^mon ̂w^eat^he^r sâ yî nĝ s ̂rom^e of ̂ whic^h are ^al^most ^as ol̂ d аз c^ivil^i^z^a^tion itself̂ .̂
So please stand by —^-

*GC'OüO

Al^mos^t ^3000 years â gô , ^Solomon ^r^as sâ yin̂ ĝ :

^"T^he. north ̂wi^nd *drive^th away rain̂ ".

^Another ^great Bi^blic^al c^har^acter, Jo^b, ĥ ad said:

^"Fair weath^er *^co^meth out of ^the nô rtĥ ".

Sti^ll another ancient ̂we^ath^er *^o^b^s^^rv^^r ca^u^tio^ned ̂hi^s follo^we^rs that:

^"He th^at *o^bserv^eth the ̂ w^ind shall not SO^T^?;
Â n̂ d he that *re^g^ard^eth the cloud^s shal̂ l not reap^"^» *.

^The P^hoenician who s^ailed the sea in ̂ bo^ats lon^g b^efo^re ̂Hom^o ̂w^as ̂b^uil^t on
h^er ̂ seven hills, had learn^ed to see certain ̂kinds^- of storms in the clouds abo^ve
and the shepherds on t^he *hill^c of the ancient ̂worl^d, had learned to r̂ ead storm
sî ĝ ns in the h^e^ave^n^s an̂ d in n̂ ature.

^We^ather, of co^ur^se, ̂ is the oldest thin^g in the ^world. Lon^g before so *^mu^ch
*as a sp̂ ear of ̂ grass adorn^ed the face of the e^arth, ̂ frost ̂ and sû nshine *v^/ere ̂al^-^
tern^ati^n^g in the ̂wor^k of breakin^g up the heavy rocks into particles of ̂soil.
Thê n the ̂wi^nds and *i^;he ̂rain b^usied the^msel^ves in ̂spre^a^ding as a c^arp^et, this
soil ̂ which the eleme^nts hâ d m^ade. And ev^er since man first ^wandered on the
face of the earth, he ĥ as s^miled thrô ugh the pe^riods of ^sunshine and co^w^ered
in his caves and houses i^n fe^ar of the r^esistle^ss po^w^er of the el^e^ments. Î t̂
^was natural that man ̂ woul^d tr^y to fin^i ̂co^me ̂se^crets o^f the ̂ w^eather ̂ —^— some
m̂ethod b̂y ŵhich l̂̂ ie coul̂ d k̂nô w ŵhat ŵ â s Ĉ û b̂ in̂ g in tĥ e f̂ uture.

Â nd so, as the ̂ weath^er ̂ was al̂ ŵ ays an ab^sorbin^g ̂a^nd vital ̂sub^jec^t to man,
^he naturall̂ y mad^e it a favorite sû b̂ ject for con^ver^s^ation in the tent, ̂ at the
*g^<^?te, in the market pl^ac^e, in the ̂ship. ̂The *^"e^at^her ̂wis^do^m of cou^ntless gener̂ -̂
ations has been hand^ed ̂do^wn from ̂ mouth to *^.^u^ou^th. *^L^ia^n^y of ̂the *po^t^mlar weather
sayings of today ar^e thre^e t̂ hoû sand ye^ar^s ol^d. ^So^me o^f ̂these ̂s^a^yi^n^gs are
polished ̂ gems of ̂we^ath^er lore, and u^p^h^eld ̂b^y the l̂ at̂ er disco^veries of scienc^e.



*̂ R̂ -Ĉ «̂ t̂ ó 11/30/27

Ĉ hrist̂ '̂ s word^s in reb̂ û king t̂ ĥ e ̂ P^h^a^risees and ^the *Sadducee^e:

"̂̂ '.̂ Thê n it is evê nin̂ g, ̂ ŷ e ŝ â y, it ̂ will *Ъе faî r w^eather:
^For t̂ he ̂ s^k^y i^s:ro^i^;
^A^nd in the mor^ni^n^g^, ̂i^t ̂wi^ll ̂be fô ul *-^ve^ather *tod^?y:
^Tor the ŝ ky *is^i^i^'cd^and *lo^-.7ering

;̂ 1

ha^s *^Ъееп ^mod^ernised i^rto t̂ he *s^rilors^» popu^l^ar ve^rse:

^"^R^ed ̂ni^ght,
^Sailor^s^' ̂del^i^g^ht^*^
^Red mo^r^ni^n^g,
Sailors take ̂ wa^r^nin^g^"^.

^The ̂b^e^ast^s, ̂b^irds, fi^she^s, i^n^sect^s, le^aves, flo^wers, ̂ an^i stem the ŝ û n̂ ,
m^oon^, stars, and the comets *«—- the ̂da^y^s^, ̂hou^rs^,.month^s^, â nd se^ason^s ̂ h^ave all
^b^ee^n called on to f̂ urnish endless sâ yî n̂ gs to pr^ed^ict the com^i^ng ̂weather^.

^"^".^Ther^e the ^wind is on Can^dlemas D̂ â y,
*^!^There i^t ̂ will ̂ stic^k till th^e end of ^M^ay^"

is o^ne of the pop^ular on^es, but erro^neo^us.

^No^w in spit^e of t̂ ĥ e ̂gr^oa^t *^a^^c of th^e *^s^t^'i^d^y of ̂m^et^eorolo^g^y, ̂r^äc^h ŝ â yî n̂ gs
as t^hese ĥ â ve bê ê n ̂â l̂ mô ŝ t t̂ ĥ e ô nly d̂ep̂ ê ndenĉ e ô f m̂ â n in an̂ t̂ iĉ î patî n̂ g w^eath^er *cor̂ >̂
*ditions and preparin^g for thê m *̂ «—*̂ »̂ •• rî ĝ ht û p to fairly rê ĉ ent *yê â re. ̂Ŵ hî le the
stud̂ y ̂of ̂meteorolo^gy ̂ha^s ̂m^ade gre^at pro^gress in re^c^ent yea^rs, some of those
sayî n̂ gs still are usefû l, beca^use they â r̂ e truê .

But so^me of th^ese o^mens ^were not ^good. *^Sarly ^ma^n ^— an̂ d ̂l^ater *^n^ian *a^e *^\7ell
^— ^looked to m̂ â n̂ y false prophets to pre^dict his ̂w^eat^h^er ̂for ĥ î m̂ . ^There ^was the
moon^, for ê xam̂ ple.

One of tĥ e earliest and ̂ mo^st pop̂ ular weat^her fâ llâ cî ê s is t̂ hat tĥ e moon
^has a gr̂ eat ̂infl^uen^ce on the ̂we^ather, *ït *^rould *^Ъе ̂.int^er^esti^n^g to *knov^; for sure
^Ju^st *hov^? tĥ î s ̂ q^ueer notion be^gan, but tĥ e f^eet th^at t̂ he *^ъооп un^dergoes marked
chan^ges in po^sition ^and ph^as^e, lê d pri^mitive ̂ na^n to ̂beli^e^v^e that it has ^some^-^
thing to do ̂wit^h ̂th^e chan̂ gin̂ g ̂pha^se^s of t̂ he *^-^.veather. *^^ose ̂who hel^d to ^th^e^
^theory that the moon make^s the ̂ weat^h^er, a^pp^a^ren^tly fo^r^got tĥ â t the ^moon she^ds
^I^t^s bea^ms on th^e re^s^t of mother e^arth as ̂w^el^l ̂a^s on th^eir o^wn ŝ nail localî t̂ ŷ
and that m̂ an̂ y ki^nds of ̂ weath^e^r ̂ may favor t̂ ĥ e e^arth, or ev^en ̂ a f̂ airly ^smal^l^
section of it, on the *^a^a^me ̂day or ̂ni^g^ht^. ̂Modern man h^a^s ra^ther lost faith î n̂
t^he ̂ moon as a reliable w^eather fore^c^ast^er. ̂Nev^e^r^the^le^ss ma^ny peo^ple ̂be^lie^ve *^ï*^
that a ̂ «^Chan^ge" ̂ in t̂ he ̂ noon mean^s a ĉ ĥ an̂ ĝ e *i^a t̂ he *^~e^atherr e^ve^n to t̂ hî s ^d^ay.

^-^2-



*^R^-Ста *11/30/^27

*T^he *directio^n *a^n^d *force *of *the *^winds *i^s *re^g^ul^a^ted, *not *^by *the *forests,
*b^ut *by *the *distri^bution *of *air *pressu^r^e *o^ve^r *vast *are^as *-- *so^m^etime^s^
*thousa^nds *of *^miles *i^n *diamete^r. *This *^being *th^e *case, *the *f^orce^s *tha^t *pro^-^
*d^uce *rainfall *ov^er *a *c^ert^ain *lo^c^ality *may *have *their *^begi^nni^n^g *^a *thou^sand
*^miles *from *the *place *^where *the *r^ain *^act^ually *falls.

*Some *f^ol^ks *thin^k *that *anim^als *^have *t^he *a^bilit^y *to *look *into *t^he *future
*and *see *the *kind *of *^we^at^her *comin^g *^alon^g^. *O^ur *^grandfathers *used *to *say
*that *^when *the *squirrels *la^y *i^n *^a *l^a^r^g^e *^su^p^p^ly *of *n^uts *^w^e *are *^going *to *get *a*
*hard *^wi^nte^r *an^d *that *^when *th^e *rnuskrat *^b^ui^i.^ds *^his *h^o^use *at *a *hi^gher *le^vel *than
*^usua^l *^we^'re *in *for *a *^w^e^t *season. *^Another *old *^belief *h^as *t^o *do *^with *the
*sout^her^n *flight *of *^wild *duc^ks *and *gees^e. *If *the *duc^k^s *a^n^d *^geese *fly *so^uth^-^
*^w^ard *earlier *th^an *usual^» *tha^t *mea^n^s *а^л *early *^t^/inter *— *so *watch *out^J *T^he
*corn *planters *eve^n *said *that *^whe^n *the *cor^n *hus^ks *are *thicker *than *^us^ual^, *a*
*cold, *hard *winter *i^s *in *store^.

*There *isn^'t *m^uch *in *these *beliefs^. *If *the *^squirrel^s *la^y *in *a *large *nut
*supply, *it^'s *probably *becau^s^e *there *ha^s *been *a *g^enero^us *crop *of *nuts^. *Cor^n^
*husks *are *thick *or *thin *accordin^g *to *t^he *ki^nd *of *^we^ather *that *h^as *prevailed
*during *the *gro^win^g *season. *If *^ma^n *has *to *ma^ke *friends *with *science *and *the
*laws *of *science *in *order *to *predict *th^e *weather *even *fo^r *a *day *ah^ead^, *surely
*the *corn *plant *cannot *^be *expected *to *kno^w *^i^n *advance *^what *t^he *coming *^winter
*h^as *in *^store *^i

*^ï^ïild *^gee^se *and *other *birds *time *their *departure *to *warmer *cli^mes *b^y *the
*kind *o^f *weat^her *they^'^re *^havi^a^g *in *t^h^e *p^lace *f^ro^m *^w^hich *the^y *start. *I^f *a*
*^s^udden^, *early *co^ld *^s^p^ell *^s^hould *h^ap^p^en *to *^st^r^i^ke *^t^h^e^ir *cou^nt^r^y *i^n *adv^ance *of
*the *nor^mal *season, *the *bird^s *wil^l *prob^ab^l^y *see *in *this, *reasons *^for *an *early
*fli^ght *to *^-^r^/^armer *^q^uarters^. *^But *their *flight *has *no *bearing *on *the *kind *of
*^weather *comin^g *up, *in *the *re^gions *over *whic^h *they *fly. *They *see^m *to *^m^i^gr^ate^l^e^
*^for *food^, *not *te^np^er^at^ure.

*As *^t^he *people *g^ro^w *m^ore *familiar *with *th^e *laws *that *gover^n *^weath^er *and
*^w^eather *forec^astin^g, *the^se *o^ld *weather *fallacies *will *be *thro^wn *aside *and
*^more *reli^able *sig^ns *^will *be *adopted *in *their *pl^ace. *^In *^ano^ther *g^e^ner^ation
*or *two, *most *of *the *fallacious *we^ather *sa^yi^n^g^s *^will *be *^co^n^sidered *in *the
*clae^s *of *the *^goose^*bo^ne *^and *^ground^-ho^g *folk *lore^. *^T^hose *t^hat *are *^well
*^founded *will, *we *hope, *^b^e *wider *kn^own *and *b^etter *^u^nd^er^stood.

*Anyho^w, *it *has *long *been *the *goal *of *^meteorologist^s *to *predict *the
*^we^ather *a *month^, *a *sea^son, *a *year *in *advance. *Such *forecas^ts, *if *accurate,
*and *definite *as *to *tim^e *and *place *^wo^uld *b^e *of *tremendous *valu^e^. *U^sing *t^h^e^
*la^ws *of *meteorolo^gy *a^s *they *are *under^stoc^k *tod^ay, *th^e *^'^»"^f^eathe^r *Bureau *is *tr^yin^g^
*to *giv^e *the *^American *people *accurate *^a^nd *tr^u^stwort^hy *day-to^-da^y *fore^c^ast^s.
*^Th^e *Bureau *i^s *^a^n^xio^u^s *to *e^xten^d *it^s *for^eca^sts *to *a *mo^nth *or *a *^s^eason *in *advan^ce,
*^a^nd *^will *do *s^o *as *soon *as *a *^so^und^, *scient^ific *b^a^si^s *f^or *such *a *^syst^e^m *o^f *for^e^-^
*ca^stin^g *is *worked *o^ut.

*^T^hi^s *concludes *to^day^'s *CH^A^TS *BY *^TH^E *^"^FATH^E^R *^M^A^N, *prep^a^r^ed *b^y^
*t^he *United^' *States *Depart^ment *of *A^gricultur^e, *.'^/e^ith^er *Bu^rea^u *a^nd *R^adio *Ser^vice
*coo^pera^tin^g^. *A^not^her *talk *^wi^ll *b^e *bro^adca^st *by *this *^Station *on *^$^W^d^ne^eday^,^
*^Dece^mb^er *^1^4^.
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