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ÔUT̂ DOÔ RS WIT̂ H TĤ E SCÎ ENTIST Tû ê sdâ y', ̂ Novem̂ ber 27, 1928

N̂OT ̂FÔ B PUBLIĈ ATIÔ N̂

SP̂ EÂ KÎ N̂ G TI^M^E^S 10 min^u^tes.

Â N̂ NOUNCEM̂ EN̂ T ; In 2 previous radio ĉ hat̂ s ̂ broa^dcast b^y Station *^,
weath^er m^en in the United States ̂ Dep^artment of ̂A^g^riculture hav̂ e told you
about rain and hurricanes. ^We want to introduce the ̂ Weather Mâ n ̂again
today. He^'^s going to tal̂ k about ^Weather Signs and Weather ^Fallacies,
^fol^ks ̂have all ̂ sorts of ̂q^ueer ideas about the weather. And if the ̂ Weather
Man explodes some of these notions today, it isn̂ 't our fault. But if you
like fallacy e^x^plosions, you^'ll probably en̂ joy this chat which comes as
this week̂ 's Department of Agriculture OUTDOO^RS WITH ̂ THE SCIE^NTIST ra^dio
program.

—*ooOoo—

A friend of ̂ mine thinks that the moon has a mo^st po^werful ̂ Influ^ence
on the marriage rate and on the ̂ W^EATH^E^R.*.*.*.

^"Young men who are drunk on moonli^ght,^" ̂r^a^y friend says^, ̂ "will pop
the ̂ question pronto. ^But if they waited till the cold light of mornin^g,
they mi^ght think twice before doing the sâ m̂ e thing.̂ "

Maybe the moon is the best friend of the man who issues the marriage
licenses.

But if my friend thinks that the moo^n ma^kes the ̂ weather^, he^'^s moon-
struck himself. This idea that a chan̂ ge in the moon means fair weath^er hâ ŝ
^about as much scientific backing as the ancient belief that if you put ̂ a^
handful of hairs from a horse's tail in ̂ water, they^'ll turn into eel^s^.

The moon, you know, plays no favorites. Wh^en good old Luna sheds
her silver beams on your chicken coô p,̂ , in th^e United State^s, she^'ll do the
same favor as soon as the earth turns a little^, for a Chinaman^'s ba^mboo hut
on th^e other ̂ side of the world. ^Now, then— if fai^r we^ather comes wi^th
the changing of the moo^n fair weather must come at the ̂sa^m^e time in ̂all
the vast territory whi^ch is bathed in the li^ght of the moon. Now you knô ŵ
tĥ at that's ̂quit^e a ̂bi^t of ground. It'^s the whol^e ̂ earth and then some. ̂A^nd
it^'s clear that you ca^n't hav^e fair *weath^or everywh^ere at th^e sam̂ e t ̂ l^a^»^.
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A lot of ̂weather ̂si^gns that man has *Ъееп tr^usti^ng throu^ghout the
a^ges, ho^wever, are pretty good.

^The ̂Phoeni^cia^ns, who sailed the seas in their red-e^yed ̂"boats long
^before ̂Rome was ̂ built on her 7 hills^, learned to read certain ̂ kinds of
storms in the clouds a^bove. The shepherd^s on the hills of the a^ncient
world could predict, with a fair degree of accurac^y, from storm signs in
the heavens and in ̂Nature.

^TH^E ^NORTH WI^N^D *DRIVETH AW^AY RAIN̂ ,̂

said Solomon some ̂ 3,000 years ago and

^FAIR ̂ W^EATHER COMETH OUT O^F ̂TH^E ̂NORTH

said Job. Another ancient weather observer cautioned his followers that^;

HE THAT *OBSERVETH THE WI^ND SHALL NOT SOW;
A^ND HE THAT *REGARDETH THE CLOU^DS S^HALL NOT REÂ P.̂ '

A number of these aged weather sa^yings are true. H^undreds of years
*af observation and e^x^perience are back of the^m. The beasts, birds^, fishes^,
insects, leaves, flowers, and stem the sun, moon, star^e, and the comets—
the day^s, hour^s^,months^, â nd ̂ sea^sons, h^ave all ^been called on to furnish end̂ -̂
less ̂ sayings to ̂ predict the coming weather. And these sayings have been
handed down from one generation to ̂t^he ne^xt, ^1 popular one toda^y

^R^ED NI^GHT,
SAILORS^' DELIGHT^;^
RED MORNING,
S^AILORS TAKE WA^R^NING.

has pa^renta^ge i^n Christ^'^s words which he us^ed to rebuke the Pharisees â nd
*Sadducees. He said,

^W^HEN I^T IS E^VENING, Y^E SAY, IT WILL BE ^FAIR Ŵ EATĤ ER̂ ;̂
F̂OR T̂ EE SK̂ Y ÎS R̂ ED̂ ;
AND I^N THE MORNING, IT WILL BE FOUL W^EA^THER TODAY:
FOR THE SKY IS RED AND LOWERIN^G.

Modern science, in studying the weather, h^as replaced the rhyming
^dictionary with the barometer, anemom^eter, the wind and rain *g^g^u^ge^. Meteor-
^ology^, which is the science of the weather, is a very old study. ̂ Bu^t^
^rig^ht up to fairly recent years, such weather saying^s as I ̂h^ave ̂q^uoted were
the m^ain dependence of ma^n in anticipating weather conditions ̂ and in prê -̂
par^ing for them. ̂ Meteorolog^y has made great progre^ss in recent years^, but
^some ̂of the old^-fashioned ̂s^ayings â re still useful—- because they^'re truê .
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Some o^f t^he omens, ̂ho^wever^, aren^'t so ^good. Earl̂ y man looked to
man̂ y false prophets to predict his weather for him. Later man, even noŵ ,̂
hangs on to some of these false signs too, I^'ve already mentioned the
moon. Other weather fallacies are ̂ just as far from the mar̂ k̂ ,

*Take the animals^, for ê xam̂ pl̂ ê *. Some people thin̂ k that animals have
the a^bility to look into the f̂ ut̂ ure and see what kind of weather^'s coming
alon̂ ĝ . Ô ur grandfathers used to sâ y that when the s^quirrels lay in a
goodly supply of nuts^, we^'re going to ̂ have a tou^gh Winter and that when
the *mus^krat ̂builds his house at a hi^gher level than usual, we're in for a
very wet season. Another old ̂ Belief ha^s to do ̂ with the southward migrâ -̂
tion of wild ducks and geese. If the ducks ̂ and ̂ geese fly South earlier
than usual, that means an early ^Winter so ̂ better watch out ̂ t Some groŵ -̂
ers say that when the corn husks are t^hicker than usual, a cold, long
Winter is in store.

Well, there probably isn^'t much truth in these notions. If the
squirrels store away a ̂ generous sup̂ ply of nuts, it's doub^tless because
nuts are plentiful and ̂ easy to get. Corn husks are thick or thin accord^-^
ing to the kind of wea^ther that has prevailed durin^g the ̂ growing season
not in the season that^'s comin^g after ^harvest.

^My mother used to say that when her no^se itched, it was going to
rain. ^And sometimes it did. *B^u,^t I still have ̂ a sneâ king idea that my
mother would have a hard time finding scientists who would suppor̂ t her be-
lief ̂ with cold fact.s

As for the wild geese and ducks. A^n early stor^ni may send them fly-
ing southward, full speed ahead. B̂ ut it might clear up the day after they
leave^. In other words, wild ̂ geese and other birds, ̂time their departure to
^warmer clime^s b^y the kind of weather they're having in the place they
start from. Their fli^ght has no bearing on the kind of weather in store
for those in the regions over ̂ which they fly. They seem to migra^te for
food not temperature.

It^'s told that word got about in a certain community that all the
signs read̂ , A Hard, Cold ̂ Winter. ̂ The corn husks were thick. The geese
had flown South post haste. Squirrels had been e^xtra busy gathering nuts^«^
Â nd so on^« So the local hardware dealers laid in a heavy stock of blow
torches. They e^xpected to do a land office busi^ness thawin^g out pipes
when Winter came on. Well^, Winter came as winters will. And it was the
MÎ LD̂ EST I^N ̂36 *YEA^RS^J That probably shook their faith in corn husks, wild
birds^, and s^quirrels as long-range weather forecaster^s...

As the people get more friendly with the laws that govern weather
â nd weather for^ecasting^, these moth-eaten weather ̂ FALLACIES will be throw^n^
aside and mor^e reliable notions will tâ ke ̂ their place. In anoth^er *^gen^er^a^-^
*tion or two, it's likely th^at most of the fallacious weather idea^s will be
considered in the sâ me class with goose-bone, ground^-hog, ̂ and rabbit^'s^-foot
fol̂ k lore. ^Proud man won^'t like t^o h^ave it ̂ said that a ground hog or a
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*^wild *^goo^se *kno^ws *more *a^bout *the *elements *than *he *^doe^s^. *^But *^weath^er *sig^ns
*that *are *founded *on *sound *facts *^and *e^xperience *will, *we *hope, *^be *^better
*^known *and *better *^understood^«

*^An^yhow^, *it *has *long *been *the *^goal *of *meteorologists *to *predict *the
*weather *a *month^, *a *season, *a *^year *in *A^DVA^NCE^. *Such *forecasts, *if *accurate,
*and *definite *as *to *time *and *place, *would *be *of *tremendous *value. *Mean^-^
*while, *the *^Weather *Bureau *of *the *United *States *^Department *of *^A^griculture,
*using *the *laws *of *meteorology *as *they *a^re *understood *today, *is *trying *to
*give *the *Americ^an *people *accurate *and *trustworthy *day^-to^-day *forecasts.
*^And *it *is *doing *this *^&t *a *cost *to *each *person *in *the *United *States *that
*does *not *e^xceed *the *price *of *a *2-cent *st^amp. *The *Weather *Bureau *is *an^xious
*to *e^xtend *its *forecasts *to *a *month *or *a *season *in *advance. *It *will *do *thi^s^
*as *soon *as *sound^, *scientific *basis *for *such *a *system *^of *forecastin^g *is
*wor^ked *out,

*the *Bureau *is *not *lookin^g *to *corn *husks *^a^nd *muskrats *to *lead *the
*way *......

*— *ooOoo *—

Â NNÔ Û NĈ EMÊ N̂ T ; This concludes today^'s OÛ T̂ DOÔ RS WIT̂ H TĤ E SCÎ Ê NTIST radio
chat from the U. *S. Department ̂ of A^g^riculture. ^Nest Tuesdaŷ 's SCIEN̂ TIST
talk will deal w^ith Wild ̂ Life, and the ̂F^ore^st Service. Station
will broadcast the talk and you are invited to hear it.
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