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*PART^MENT

*GRICULTU^RE

CHATS *^Ï^ÏI^TH ̂TH^E ̂WEATH^E^R M̂ Â N. F̂ridâ ŷ , D̂ecember è̂̂ ?*, 19̂ 29̂ .

*A^NNOU^NCE^ME^NT: *^Ever^y *^Other *^Friday^, *o^ur *old *friend *O^b. *Server *has *^bee^n^
*cha^ttin^g *^with *^us *a^bout *his *chats *^with *the *officials *at *the *United *States
*Weather *^Bureau^. *A *couple *of *^weeks *ago, *he *told *us *somethin^g *about *ho^w *the
*nations *of *the *world *^work *to^gether *on *the *weather. *Tod^a^y *he *is *going *to
*tell *^us *so^methin^g *more *about *that *work. *------- *Well, *M^r. *Ob *Server?

*^*^*^*^**

*A *few *months *ago^, *when *the *^"^Graff *Zeppelin^" *flew *aroun^d *the *world^,^
*her *^weather *e^x^pert *had *to *carry *28 *different *code *books *so *he *could *tr^anslate
*the *weather *reports *from *the *different *nations. *Even *then, *he *wasn^'t *fully
*e^quip^ped. *He *would *have *had *to *have *35 *different *weather *codes *in *his *air-
*ship *li^brar^y *to *have *received *all *the *weather *report^s *available. *And *while
*he *was *trying *to *figure *out *the *strange *weather *langua^ge *his *airship *might
*have *been *steadily *nosing *her *^way *into *trouble *without *hie *knowin^g *it.

*Of *course, *airships *don^'t *fly *around *the *world *every *day. *But *every
*day *the *^men *^"^who *go *down *to *the *sea *in *ships" *face *that *same *problem. *If
*th^sy *pic^k *up *^wea^ther *reports *from *other *nations *than *th^eir *o^wn, *they *often
*find *th^e *vital *facts *a^bout *^som^e *approachin^g *storm *conceal^e^d *in *a *^strange
*code.

*^This *coming *year, *howev^er, *that *kind *of *thing *is *going *to *be *done
*away *with^. *The *babble *of *unkno^wn *weather *tongues *is *soon *to *cease. *Mr.
*E. *B. *Calvert, *chief *of *the *forecast *division *of *the *United *States *^W^eather
*Bureau *an^d *representative *of *this *country *at *the *recent *^m^eetin^g *of *the
*International *Meterological *Organization *at *Cope^nh^agen, *say^s *that *ne^xt *^year
*every *national *weather *service *in *the *world *^will *use *the *same *^weather *code,
*givi^ng *the *sa^me *information *in *the *sa^me *form *understandable *to *all *alike.
*This *will *be *a *big *boom *to *^ships *on *all *the *seven *sea^s, *and *i^s *a^mong *the
*very *important *results *^of *th^e *close, *cooperation *a^mong *the *world^'s *weather
*services.

*^Nation^s *have *to *agree *on *the *weather. *^Weath^er *does *not *confine *it-
*self *within *national *boundarie^s. *^Few *co^untries *^cf *the *world *could *ope^rate
*an *effective *weather *forecastin^g *service, *^Mr. *Calvert *tells *me, *by *depend-
*ing *entirely *on *reports *from *th^eir *o^wn *territory.

*In *that *respect, *the *United *States *is *more *^favora^bly *situated *than
*any *other;; *but *^we *^would *have *a *hard *time *^g^ettin^g *satis^factory *weather
*service *with *only *the *o^bs^ervat^ions *we *c^ould *get *wi^thin *our *^own *boundarie^s.

*In *^weather *forecasting, *^we *need *accurate *reporte *of *condition^s *ov^er
*wid^e *areas, *e^specially *to *the *westward, *^With *our *cou^ntry *e^xtendi^ng *eas^t^
*and *west *about *3,000 *miles *and *north *and *^south *about *1^,200 *miles, *our *Weather
*^B^ireau *mi^ght *^be *able *to *ma^ke *foreca^st^s *of *a *sort *fo^r *t^he *central *and *e^astern
*half *of *the *country. *But *even *so, *our *for^ecast^ers *wou^l^d *^be *tremendous^ly
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^han^dicapped wit^ho^ut o^bservations f^ro^m Canad^a â nd fro^m the isla^nds b^elo^n^gin^g^
to other nations located i^n the southern pa^rt of the Atlantic and i^n ̂ t^he
Caribbean Sea. The weather reports from the ̂ West Indies are e^speciall^y î m-
port^ant î n. ̂ giving warnin̂ g of hurricanes.

And, of course^, we can all readil^y see the fix Europe would be in ̂ -^
witho^ut i^nternational cooperation in weather reportin^g - when we co^mpare the
small areas of man̂ y of the ^European countries ̂ with the rapidity of move^ment
of hi^gh and low pressure areas which accompany variations in the weather.
A stor^n^a in ̂ E^urope may a^ffect several nations withi^n ̂ a few hourŝ . So ̂ it î ŝ
hi^ghly i^m^portant that each nation ̂ get reports of what is coming before it
strikes t^he bor^ders. But as soon as you get to exchanging reports bet^wee^n^
different ̂nations^, you run into ̂ Questions of how the reports are to ̂ be made;
the ̂ kind of information needed, unifor^mity in reports, fixing schedules so
all can ̂ get the reports with the least delay and confusion, and the li^ke.

Well, the ̂ world^'s leading *^\^veather e^xperts reco^gnized the diffi^culties
years ago. Back in 1878, the International ̂Meteorolo^gical Organi^zation,
made up of directors of the leadin^g national meteorolo^gical services of the
world, was formed to tâ ke care of such obstacles. ̂ T^hose directors ̂met every
six years to discuss the problems an̂ d work out w^ays of bein^g helpful one to
the other.

Ih ere was *^,no force of ̂gov^ern^ment a^uthorit^y ̂ be^hind the findin^gs of
the Or^gani*^zation.^^ Membership was purely volunt^ary and designed to adv^ance
science and the service of meteorolo^gy. ^None of the cooperating nations
were ̂ bound to ob^s^erve any of the re^gulations ̂ made or adopt any of the
conclusions reached at these conferences. The conclusions were ̂ «gentlemen^'s
agreements^" by which all abided as far as was practical.

*ïïell, that Organization working on the principle of helping each
other has now lasted for more t̂ ĥ an fifty years. But instead of the few
nations in at the begin^ning, th^ere are now a^bout forty of them. ̂ Meetin^g^
once every six years, the Organizatio^n could not kee^p p̂ ace with the ĉ ĥ â n̂ gê ŝ
of codes, ̂ and the new results of investigations^, ̂ and other *^de^velo^p^o^je^nts^- ̂So
a nu^mber of commissions were formed to keep track of va^rious pha^ses of
weather ̂ work and to reco^m^mend action when action was needed. A^nd an e^xecutive
commi^ttee was selected from the directors of the most active of the ̂ world^'s
^weather service^s to pass upon the reco^m^mendations from the various co^n^fissions
and to look after the details of getting cooperation between the different
natio^ns during the intervals between the meeting of the main ̂ or^ganizatio^n.

Ordinarily^, this International *i-^Iet.^eorologic^al Committee meets eve^ry
three ^years. It met once in ̂ Washin^gton and once in Tor^onto, Canada, but ̂ as
a rule it meets in Europe. In the ̂i^n^canti^ne, however, the su^b-commi^s^sions ô f̂
the main International ̂Meteorolo^gical meet as often as need be, usually
every one or two years. ̂ Th^ere are now ten of those com^missions. One keeps
up with the develop^ments in magneti^sm â nd atmospheric electricity. ̂ A^not^her
takes care of the developments in solar radiation study as they affect
weather work. ^A third commission concerns itself ̂ with the I^nternational ex-
ploration of our upper air. A fourth devotes itself to mari^ne meteorolo^g^y.
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*A *fift^h *to *t^he *coordination *o^f *^weather^- *observations *a^nd *codes. *A *sixth
*deals *with *the *publication *of *^data *about *the *world^'s *climates *and *^k^ee^ps *an
*e^ye *o^n *t^he *stud^y *of *polar *^meteorolo^gy *as *it *affects *the *whole *world.
*A^gricultural *^u^ieteorolo^gy *is *under *still *another *co^mmission^. *^Avi^ation *^we^a^t^ber
*proble^ms *i^s *followed *b^y *another *co^m^mission, *while *the *tenth *co^m^mission *con-
*cerns *itself *with *clouds *and *other *pheno^mena.

*In *ot^her *words^, *the *Int^ernational *^Meteorological *Organi^zation *i^s *so
*built *that *international *cooperation *on *any *phase *of *weather *^work *c^an *be
*^secured *^p^ro^m^ptly.

*At *the *last *meetin^g *at *Cope^nhagen, *the^re *were *ninet^y *^met^eorolo^gi^sts
*re^presentin^g *thirty-th^ree *natio^nal *^meteorolo^gical *services. *One *of *the
*epoch-^n^a^mi^n^g *t^hings *th^ey *did *was *to *a^gree *on *a *co^mmon *code *a^n^d *a *^uni^form
*method *of *reportin^g *the *weather *throu^ghout *the *world. *That *new *system
*starts *this *comin^g *year.

*You *have *^just *heard *old *O^b *Server *tell *about *th^e *International
*Meteorolo^gical *Orga^nization. *^This *tal^k *i^s *one *of *a *series *of *C^hats *^b^y *the
*Weath^er *^L^îa^n *^presented *b^y *this *Statio^n *_ *in *cooperation *with *the *^U^nited
*States *^De^partment *of *Agricult^u^r^e *every *other *^Friday^. *This *series *of *observa-
*tions *a^bout *the *weather *^will *be *contin^u^ed *into *the *i^\^Te^w *Year.
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