
OU^TDOO^RS *^WITK T^HE SCI^E^N^TIS^T Tuesday, *^ЕеЪгиагу 5, 19^29

^ЮТ ̂ FO^R PUBLICATIO^N

*5Р^Е^Д^К^Ш^6 TI^M^E; 10 min^utes.

*^A^j^T^NQU^l^TCEMEM1 ; T^hose dail^y weather foreca^sts that ̂ yo^u read in the papers or on
the ^bulletin ^board in the ^post offic^e.1 ^DO you use them? You^'d be surprised at
^the ^uses SO^ME folks ma^ke of weat^her forecasts and the weather foreca^sters. ^B^ut,
*^eo that t^he suspense won^'t be painful, the ̂ Weather M^an^'s ̂ goin^g to tell you all
abo^ut it tod^a^y. His talk comes as t^his ^week^'s OUTDOORS WITH THE SCI^E^NTIST radio
^tal^k, p^repared ^by specialists *in^/the United States ̂ Department of A^g^ricul^ture for
the radio a^udience of Station *^.

*ooOoo

One day as ̂ I was workin^g in my office, the tele^phone ran^g and a demure
^voice *asked---

*^"Can you t^oll me what the weather will be on ̂June 17?̂ "

It was over ̂ 4 months befo^re June 17 and I knew that I could not predict
^a^ccurat^ely at such lon^g ra^n^ge. ^But t^he timid voice sounded so eager, so an̂ xious.
So ̂putting ̂2 and 2 to^gether^, I decided it was a young girl planning the Bî g ̂ Event.

^"Is it a weddin̂ g?̂ "̂ ' I asked^, and the voice ̂ came back through the telephone^,^

^s^urprised^...

^"Why, *^h^"-^w did you know^?^"

*^. I could say nothin^g e^xcept that t^he traditional little bird told me^. ^And
then, ̂ knowing from e^xperience that June was u^sually fair in that particular local-
^ity, I took a chance a^nd *pror^atsed her the faire^st a^nd bri^ghte^st of June days.

*nO^h, thank you SO muc^h. Good^-bye^,^" said the voice.

Luckily^, the ^young .^girl ^got her wish—*^*• it WAS a beautiful day.

T^hat^'s only 1 sa^m^ple of t^he questions ̂ we ̂ weather men are asked. And^, if
you want to ̂ know how po^pular a ̂ weather ̂ man is, just listen to so^me of the other

people ask hi^m

^"Shall I wear my best dres^s dow^n town tod^ay?^"^

"Shall I need an u^mbrella?^"
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*^"Will *it *^Ъе *safe *^to *t^a^l^ee *the *bab^y *out *for *an *airin^g *this *afternoon?^"^

*^"^Will *^m^y *clothes *dr^y *nicel^y *^to^mo^rrow?'

*^Such *^questions *are *^all *in *^the *da^y^'s *^work *of *a *^we^ather *m^an. *^The *ma^jority^»^
*however^, *deal *^mainly *wit^h *t^he *^b^u^siness *interests *of *t^he *co^mmunit^y. *^Nevertheless^»^
*^weat^her *men *are *often *as^ked *to *fix *a *date *for *a *weddin^g *far *in *adv^ance^, *a^s *I *^.was.
*^At *^Atlanta, *Georgia, *the *o^b^server *generally *recommends *Octo^ber *12 *^because *it *so
*^happe^ns *that *it *hasn^'t *rained *there *^on *October *12 *for *25 *years, *^but *sooner *or
*^later *so^meone *is *^goin^g *to *be *di^sappointed.

*As *a *^weather *man, *I *am *perso^nally *^grateful *to *the *public *for *its *trust *a^nd
*Patrona^ge^, *T^e^lile *sone *folk^s *e^xpect *us *to *^give *t^he^m *more *than *is *hu^manly *possible,
*^t^he *^ma^jority *of *the *questions *are *timely *and *sensible *^and *based *on *t^he *work *we
*^a^re *doin^g *and *the *service *t^he *^Weather *Burea^u *aims *to *give *the *public. *Answerin^g^
*^gestions^, *of *course, *is *^merely *a *^detail *in *the *day's *work. *The *daily *forecast
*and *special *warnin^gs *service *of *the *^Weather *Bureau *is *the *most *widely *^kno^wn *of
*all *the *^B^ureau^'s *varied *and *vivid *activities. *These *daily *forecasts *are *widely
*^distrib^uted *throu^gh *ma^ny *channels, *i^ncludin^g *the *ne^wspapers, *radio *sta^tions^, *tele-
*phone *co^mpanies, *a^nd *the *^B^ureau's *o^w^n *system *of *^weather *maps, *bulleti^ns^, *forecast
*^cards^, *w^histle *si^gnals^, *and *flag *^displa^ys^.

*It *^would *be *i^mpossible *to *tell *^you *A^LL *t^he *w^ays *in *which *weather *forecasts
*are *us^ed^» *But *I'^m *^goin^g *to *tak^o *^p, *few *^min^utes *to *^give *you *some *of *the *^more *import-
*a^n^t *^r^ases *to *which *these *forecast *^advises *are *put. *The *forecasts *and *special
*^D^arnings *of *the *Weather *Bureau- *-

*^G^uide *the *shi^ppin^g *and *^pleasure *craft *of *o^ur *la^kes *and *coasts, *and, *^by *wire^-^
*^l^e^ss, *^warn *the *sailor *far *out *at *sea *of *destructive *storms *coming *his *^wa^y^«

*C^ause *fruit *growers *to *heat *the *apple *orc^hards *of *^Washington *and *Oregon *---
*the *peach *orchards *of *Co^lorado *and *^Utah *--- *the *orange *grov^es *of *C^alifornia *and
*^Florida *--- *to *flood *t^he *cr^anberr^y *marshes *of *Ore^gon^, *^Wisconsin, *Massachusetts^, *and
*^Ne^w *^Jersey. *^The *w^arni^n^gs *guide *^gardeners *in *how *to *protect *the *truck *crops *that

*o^ur *la^r^ger *cit^ies, *when *frost *dan^ger *t^hreatens^.

*They *tel^. *growers *the *right *time *to *harvest *our *tobacco^, *su^gar, *and *g^rape
*cr^°P^a> *in *advance *of *free^z^in^g *tem^perature. *They *tell *the *orchardist *when *to *spra^y^
*hi^s *^apple *orchards *for *the *prevention *of *scab *ano. *blotch. *They *protect *our *^Nation-
*a^l *^Forests *by *putting *the *^Ran^ger *on *his *gu^ard *a^gainst *th^e *dan^gerous *^FI^R^E *^WI^NDS *of
*th^e *^West^ern *mount^ain *slopes.

*^They *govern *the *tra^nspor^tation *of *perishable *fruits, *vegetables^, *eggs, *in^ks
*a^nd *other *li^qu^ids, *safely *to *^market, *and *t^he *unloa^din^g *of *these *pro^ducts *under
*^aa^fe *temperature *conditions. *The^y *delay *the *unloadin^g *of *livestock, *or *hasten
*the *serv^i^ce *of *^s^tock *trains, *when *severe *weather *is *t^hreatened.

*These *weather *forecasts *have *^punch. *^The^y *bri^ng *about *the *closing *of *green-
*^ho^uses *--- *increa^s^e *activity *in *com^munity *heating *plants *--- *tell *men *when *to *pro^-^
*tect *fire *.lugs *--- *'when *to *stop *or *res^ume *concrete *work *--- *and *when *to *salt
*^switche^s *and *rail *intersectio^ns *in *advance *of *cold *^wave^a
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*Up *i^n *t^he *^Nort^h^w^est^, *^war^nin^gs *^he^rald *th^e *co^mi^n^g *^of *^BE^LOW-^Z^ERO *^weather^, *and
*^t^he *flour *mill^s *are *opened *^up *to *fre^e^ze *ou^t *^th^e *Mediterra^nea^n *moth, *an *importa^nt
*^a^n^d *destr^uctive *^pest^i

*Down *in *sunny *California, *the *wa^rnin^gs *gove^rn *t^he *drying *of *the *raisin *с *гор
*^in *rainless *periods. *^Th^ey *annou^nce *fair *weather *for *the *opportune *cuttin^g, *curin^g,
*^and *^halin^g *of *alfalfa *in *all *States *^where *this *wonderful *h^a^y *is *grown. *They *tell
*^farmers *the *time *to *^g^at^her *^t^heir *cro^p *of *^broom *corn, *thus *givin^g *the *^gro^wers *a*
*^chance *to *^get *the *^best *^qu^ality *crop *and *t^he *highest *prices.

*Weat^her *warnin^gs *set *the *wor^kin^g *da^y *of *ice *harvesters *i^n *our *cent^ral *and
*^no^rthern *l^al^ces *--- *assist *in *the *collectin^g *and *^boilin^g *of *the *sap *in *t^he *maple

*^sections *of *Vermont^» *— *and *have *been *known *to *decide *^_the *si^ze *of *the *fisher^-^
*net *for *t^he *next *day^'s *fishing.

*They *set *the *route *of *the *^doctor^'s *patient *to *a *distant *point *of *comfort *— *-*
*^c^ause *dentists *to *save *dar^k *da^ys *for *^plate *work *and *t *h^o *bright *days *for *his *appo^i^n^t^-^
*^nie^nt *s *--- *put *t^he *teacher *on *g^uard *a^gai^nst *days *when *students *behave *in *mischievous
*^wa^ys *--- *and, *in *connection *wi^th *j^udicious *^adv^ertising, *serve *to *increase *the *size
*of *the *shre^wd *minister^'s *con^gregation.

*^Weather *^-^warnings *are *watched *to *deter^mine *the *^best *time *to *shear *sheep *on
*^t^he *^West^ern *ran^ge^s. *^The^y *warn *stoc^k^men *when *to *hurry *their *stock, *out *on *the *ra^n^a

^5
^!^

*to *shelter *before *the *bli^z^zard, *the *^NORTH^E^R, *or *the *he^avy *^snow *storm *stri^kes. *^The^y^
*^guide *millions *of *automobiles *over *our *national *hi^ghways *and *roads«

*They *p^lay *important *parts *in *court *actions. *Ta^ke *а *с^а^ве *or *2^, *for *ill^us^-^
*t^ration *---

*Some *years *ago, *a *man *named *^Nick *^Mär^zen, *a *butcher, *killed *a *man *for *his
*^mo^ney. *^Then *he *hid *the *body *of *the *murdered *man *in *a *^barn. *It *was *Winter^, *^The
*State *produced *the *weather *records *to *s^how *t^hat *the *te^m^perature *during *the *period
*•^wa^s *of^ten *very *low *and *cold *enou^gh *to *^preserve *the *bo^dy *fro^m *deco^mposition. *^Nick
*^Mä^rzen *was *found *^g^uilty *and *given *a *life *sentence.

*Another *illustration *---

*Several *years *ago^, *a *ma^n *^sued *the *city *of *Chica^go *for *dama^ge *to *goods *in
*basement» *He *claimed *that *the *street *was *defective *and *let *the *water *from *a
*rainfall *accumulate *until *it *finally *ran *down *into *his *basement. *Records

*^s^howed *t^ïi^a^t *for *more *than *a *week *before *the *date *of *the *alle^ged *damage, *there *had
*^b^een *no *rain *or *snow. *^F^urthermore^, *the *temperature *had *been *far *below *^aero^. *^No
*^water *could *^have *fallen *on *the *stre^et. *Even *if *it *had, *it *would *have *fro^zen *quick
*^l^y^« *The *^judge *instr^ucted *the *jury *to *^give *a *verdict *in *favor *of *the *city.

*^And *a *still *^more *interestin^g *case *of *how *weather *records *serve *in *court
*^ac^tions *---

*Some *years *^back^, *one *Captain *Geor^ge *Wellin^gton *Streeter, *laid *claim *to
*^P^roperty *on *the *northside *lake *front *of *Chicago. *T^he *property *is *worth *more *th^an
*^$^5,000,000^. *Well, *the *Captain *declared *that *he *was *shipwrecked *on *a *stor^m^y *July
*^1^0, *188^6, *and *that *his *boat, *the *REUTA^N, *had *been *tossed *up *on *a *sa^nd^ba^r *at *the
*^fo^ot *of *O^ak *Street, *C^hicago. *In *time, *the *watery *gap *between *the *isl^and *of *sand
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and t^he mainland filled ̂ wi^th ̂ з^ал^а^* *^Z^,ater^< it ̂ e^xtended ̂ io the ^north and so^uth.
^T^ue Captain laid cla^i^m t^o ^ail t^hi^s ̂ l^and^« and *n^a^t^aed it the ̂ DIST^RICT O^F L^AKE ^M^ICHI^-^
^GA^N^. He in^si^sted t^hat it ^was no ̂ p^a^r^t o^f ^Illinois^, ^b^ut a se^parate com^mon^wealth
under t^he ^jurisdiction of the United States. But, according to the weather record^s^
produc^ed for that Jul^y day in 1886, there was no *stor^a prevailin^g. The d^ay was
fine, ^with a gentle O^F^F-SHOR^E westerly wind. ^The Captain lost his case. He died
^J^ust a few ^years a^go.

In *рег^э^эпа^! in^jury suits against streetcar or railroad companies^, all sorts
^of qu^estions are as^ked a^bout the weather. The attorneys may want to show that
^rain was falling, or ^had fallen a short time ̂ b^efore the accident^, thus ma^kin^g the
*^r^ai^l *slit^r^oer^y a^nd pr^e^ventin^g t^he *motorm^an or e^ngineer fro^m stoppin^g his car or
^train soon enou^gh to avoid collision or other accident. Or ^else that the ^streets
^w^ere icy^, ^and the plaintiff fell on t^he ice in the street after alighting from the
*car. Weather records are accurate for m^any days and years ^back. They are brou^ght
^out for proof or evidence in many such cases.

^A prominent la^wyer recentl^y said that durin^g the past 20 years he had re-
p^eatedly used the evidence of the weath^er records and that they had been important
^factors in winning at least 50 cases for him.

W^eather is an important factor in trials but i t ^ ' s e^qually important in
^nearl^y all life^'s activities. There^'s hardly a single act in the dram^a of l i fe in
*^*^Mch *^W^f^tather doesn^'t pl^ay a leading part.

*ooOoo

^A^N^NOU^NC^EME^NT; You have j^ust heard the latest weather chat by one of Uncle Sam^'s
*^*^o^&the^r observers. Another t^alk on weather will be broadcast by Station
^in the near future. Wat^ch for it.
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