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^WI^TH ̂(^СН^Е *^ш^д F̂ridâ y, ̂Novê r̂ â t̂ er 1, 1939

^ROT ̂FO^R ̂P^UBLIC^A^TIO^N

*^A^HNQ^Ü^NC^S^M^S^N^T^t *^Eve-ry other ^Friday, old Ob. Server ̂ tells ̂ us somethî n̂ g new â bô û t̂
t̂ he weather â nd the ^weather men. He has inside information^. He hâ s talk̂ ed ̂ wit^h^
the weat̂ hê r̂ -wise ^men of the U. *S^. ̂ Weather B̂ ureâ û . H^e know^s what they ̂ are doin̂ ĝ
to help the rest of us ̂ta^ke advanta^ge of the ̂ best weather and do^d^ge the effect̂ ŝ
of the worst weather̂ .̂ .̂ - *• *^>^J^B1 rî ght̂ , Ob Server, what^'s new now?

^*^*^*^*^*

*^Swa^ppin^g *w^eather *t^alk *with *the *nei^gh^bors, *I *find *^wha^t *is *ne^w *to *some *fo^l^k^s^
*is *old *to *other^s. *^And *what *is *old *to *some *of *^us^, *is *fresh *as *a *bri^g^ht *Novem^ber
*morni^ng *to *others^* *Shippin^g *foreca^sts *a^re *a *^case *in *point.

*^About *this *ti^me *of *the *^year, *^when *I *b^egin *to *^drop *casual *re^m^ar^ks *about *the
*^shippi^ng *forecast^s^, *^eome *fellow^, *who *is *not *a *^shipper^, *speaks *up *and *wants *to
*^k^now^, *^"W^hat *are *shipping *foreca^sts^?^"

*Weath^er *Bu^r^e^au *^stat^i^on^s *^ba^r^e *^b^s^e^f^t *^..^l^a^ki^o^g *^ship^p^i^n^g *f^o^re^c^a^st *^a *^for *tw^enty *ye^a^rs
*or *^more *now. *^Tru^e, *they *ne^ver *attracted *mu^ch *attenti^on *u^ntil *the *^^orld *^l^a^r *and
*t^h^e *^bi^g *move *to *conser^v^e *all *foodstuffs. *^The *bi^g *ship^pers *and *railroads *bega^n *to

*more *regular *use *of *them *then^.

*Nowaday^s^, *Mr. *Mon^t^j^Ase *W^. *Hayes *of *t^he *u. *S. *Weather *Bureau *tells *me, *there
*i^s *no *peri^shable *^produce *^s^hipped *by *rail *from *the *big *shippin^g *centers *e^xcept *on
*^shipp^er^s1 *fo^recasts. *^Mr^. *Ha^yes *is *t^he *new *man *in *charge *of *the *^^i^ver *and *^Hoo^d.
*^5l^vision *of *the *^W^eather *^Bureau^, *but *for *years *he *was *at *t^he *St. *Lo^uis *statio^n^»^
*^w^here *amon^g *other *things, *h^e *had *much *to *do *with *the *development *^of *w^eat^he^r *f^o^re^-^
*^cast *service *to *shipper *a *^.t^h^e *re^.

*S^hippin^g *forecasts *are *issued *during *the *winter *in *all *parts *of *t^he *Un^ited
*^States *when *the *t^e^mperatur^e *is *e^xpe^cted *to *be *free^zing *or *lowe^r. *These *foreca^st^s^
*^e^ho^w *the *t^emperatures *which *may *be *encount^ered *by *freight *trains *within *^the *n^e^x^t^
*t^w^e^nty^~four *hou^rs^. *^They *ar^e *^ma^de *to *cover *the *distance *an *ordi^n^ary *fr^eight *trai^n

*tr^avel *i^n *twenty^-four *hour^s.

*^Th^ey *re^ad *^something *like *this^: *^"^Protect *^.^'^shipments *northbou^nd *^a^gain^st *t^e^m-
*^p^erature^s *of *^zero *to *twenty *belo^w, *ea^st^bo^und *ten *to *fi^fteen, *^south *between *fi^ftee^n^
*^*^o *^twenty, *^e^nd *^we^st *^zero *to *t^e^n *below.^"

*^Th^e *for^ecasters *use *the *sa^ne *regul^ar *daily *weather *map, *made *^up *fro^m *ob^ser^r^»^-^
*^Ц^р^в^* *^W^(^en *a^ll *over *the *e^u^ntry^, *whic^h *they *u^se *in *^m^akin^g *the *ordin^ar^y *weath^e^r^
*^f^or^ec^ast^s *wi^t^j^h *whic^h *we *are *all *fa^miliar. *In *m^a^ki^n^g *th^e *^shi^p^ping *f *or^ecast^e^» *^h^e^w^
*^e^v^e^r^, *^shi^p^p^e^r^s *^ar^e *war^ne^d *^a^g^ai^n^st *temp^erat^ures *a *^little *lo^w^er *th^an *those *e^x^p^e^cted
*^*^o *^sho^w *^o^a *t^h^e *the^nao^m^et^e^r^e *at *th^e *^W^eather *B^urea^u *^station^«. *That *i^s *^because
*^fr^e^ight *traine *mo^vin^g *a^lo^n^g *^valley^s *a^nd *^sta^ndin^g *in *e^x^posed *open *co^untr^y, *are *apt
*^t^* *me^et *col^der *air *than *that *at *the *re^gular *W^eather *^station^s^.



*'^R^- *^W^S *^-^2-^u *^11-1^-^29

*^E^v^ery *t^hi^n^g *we^.e^at *^ö^f *^a *pe^risha^bl^e *n^atu^re *^which *mo^ves *in *^winter *is *protect
*ed *^V^; *th^es^e *for^e^cas^t^s, *^,^w'^b^ldh *f^o^rm *o^n^e *of *^1;he *most *important *services *of *t^h^e *U.
*S^. *^Weather *^B^urea^u *i^h *^w^l^n^t^ièr^1 *^tim^e^;

*Of *course^, *they *are *of *the *^bi^g^g^est *^b^e^ne^fit *a^nd *are *i^ssued *to *a *^greater *e^x^-^
*tent *i^n *re^gions *wh^ere *there *is *a *fluctuation *i^h *t^e^mp^e^rat^u^r^e *from *^well *a^bove *t^o^
*consi^d^era^b^ly *Ъelow *free^zi^n^g^,

*As *shippin^g *b^y *or^din^a^ry *f^reight *car *is *cheaper *th^a^n *in *ins^ulated *or *^by
*hea^te^d, *cars^, *shippers *^wa^nt *to *know *when *they *'can *ship *^by *o^rdinary *frei^ght *oa^i^h^
*^Ra^ilroads^, *on *the *other *hand, *will *not *accept *shipme^nts *of *perishables *for
*o^rdi^nar^y *frei^ght *cars *if *a *temperature *^belo^w *a *certai^n *li^mit *the^y *ha^ve *set *i^s

1

*for^ecast^.

*^A^t *t^he *^fo^r^ecas^ti^rf *s^ta^t^io^n *^»^с^т^щ^р^т^} *^„^m^j^u *^,^»r^e *^o^f^t^o^r^, *^i^c^e^p^t *^V^o^a^y *a^n^sw^eri^n^g *^cal^ls
*for *the *^forecast *fr^o^m *shippers *an^d^" *^r^ail *^n^oaus. *The *short, *pith^y *predictions *of
*temp^eratures *to *the *north^, *east^, *south^, *^and *w^est *^are *soon *giv^en. *The *forecasts
*are *wir^ed *out *e^ach *mornin^g *over *ordin^ary *c^o^mmercial *lin^es *at *the *regular *r^ntes,
*a^nd *the *r^ailro^ads *^a^nd *shippers *pay *the *toll^.

*^B^u^t *th^ese *forecasts *often *enabl^e *them *^to *mak^e *big *savi^n^gs. *^Г^у *^pr^e^venti^n^g^
*heavy *^a^nd *sudd^en *losses, *they *have *a *tenden^cy *to *keep *produce *prices *more *even.

*It *is *easy *to *see *t^he *value *of *such *in^formation *in *the *case *of *apples *and
*oran^ges *and *other *fruits *and *vegetables. *^Also *for *shipments *of *m^d^ueral *water

^e
^,^

*and *i^n^ks^, *a^nd *^muscilages^, *But
 *^M
r. *Hayes *tells *me *that *one *of *the *big *uses *of

*these *foreca^s^ts *is *in *shipp^i^n^g *iron *o^re^, *^a^nd *^gravel^, *^and *sa^nd.

*^Fol^ks *who *ha *^T^B *never *had *^any *e^x^perienc^e *with *such *^shipme^nts *in *cold *^-w^eathe^r^
*^might *thin^k *that *sort *of *queer^. *^Not *lon^g *ago^, *however, *^a *compa^ny *loaded *some
*open *cars *with *sa^nd *and *gravel *when *the *low^est *temperature *was *48 *degrees. *Then
*they *^got *a *shippin^g *forecast *of *a *thirty *degr^e^e *drop^. *Instead *of *lettin^g *th^e^/^
*shipment *go *ah^ead, *they *ordered *the *c^^rs *dumped *and *waited *for *w^anner *we^a^Jher.
*Th^e *s^aa^d *^an^d *gravel *goes *in *the *cars *wet» *It *might *free^ze *solid *i^n *the *c^ars *and
*not *only *tie *^up *the *m^ateri^al *for *se^ver^al *weeks *but *also *ti^p *up *the *^c^a^rs *all *that
*time^» *^Either *that, *o^r *the *^e^xpense *of *thawi^n^g *it *out *by *stea^m.

*^The *same *is *true *in *the *case *of *shipments *or *iron *and *othe^r *ores^» *So *you
*see^, *it *is *not *only *the *perishable *produce *which *is *protected *^Ъу *these *forecasts^,^
*^Then *there *are *the *coal *dealers. *^Natura^lly, *t^hey *want *to *k^now *when *it *is *goin^g^
*to *be *cold. *^Bétail *coal *dealers *are *often *larg^ely *guid^ed *i^n *placi^ng *orders *with
*the *^min^es, *and *w^holesalers *and *bro^ker^s *by *^W^eather *B^ure^au *forecasts. *And, *of
*^co^urs^e, *^m^a^ny *florists *^m^ake *use *of *weather *i^n^form^ation *in *shippi^n^g *flowers»

*This *time *of *the *yea^r, *here *for *the *ne^xt *few *wee^ks^,, *is *the *time *shippi^n^g^
*^forecasts *are *most *in *dem^a^nd^» *^All *winter *in *most *of *th^e *big *^shipping *center^s,
*however^, *there *will *be *tho^usa^nds *of *calls *for *this *special *forecast *service *^whic^h^
*has *Ъ^ееп *developed *^by *^the *Weather *Bureau. *A^nd^, *of *cou^rs^e^, *the *other *end *of *^t^he
*thermometer *is *of *i^nterest *to *summer *shippers *of *perishables.

*^To *sh^ip *or *not *ship *^in *refrig^erator *cars^? *^To *ice *or *not *to *ice *the *cars^?^
*are *v^ery *practic^a^l *^mon^ey *^questio^n^s *with *^so^m^e *^kin^d^s *of *^pro^duce *i^n *the *summ^e^r^.^
*Shippers *a^nd *railroad^s *oft^e^n *read^' *the *an^s^w^er *f^rom *thes^e *ship^ping *forecast^s *^which

*^are *^sated *as *o^ne *of *t^he *mo^st *^valu^abl^e *of *^the *^m^any *^valuable *ser^vices *p^e^r^for^m^e^d
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*Ъ^у the United States *^TTeath^e^f *^B^ufe'a^u^i
^i

*^а^ШО^ШС^Е^Ш^Ж^! ̂ Our O^b^* ̂ Se^r^ve^r *^will|^à^g^ai^t^t. *^dh'^a^tj with Statio^n ^.^'s a^udience t^wo
week^s from toda^y^! *^?e ̂ ha^ve ̂ h^ad *^V^?^f*^ath^eï^1 ̂ f^or a lo^n^g time now. B^ut it is s^uc^h a
cha^r^geable ̂ s^u^b^jec^t^, the *^t^f. *^^^l ̂ leather ̂ Bureau men ̂ seem to ^be kept pretty busy
^ke^epi^n^g a^head of t^he *^o^na^A^ge^s^.

*^i^i *^a^iLi^l il I^I^
*^1Г^Т^1"^1ГП"^Л~^1^Г
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