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CHATS WITE THE j Friday, November 1, 1929

OT FOR LICATION

ANNQUNCEMENT: ZEvery other Friday, old Ob. Server tells us something new about
the weather and the weather men., He has inside information. He has talked with
the weather-wise men of the U. S, Weather Bureau. He knows what they are doing
to help the rest of us take advantage of the best weather and dodge the effects
of the worst weather.~-ill right, Ob Server, what'!s new now?
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Swapping weather talk with the neighbors, I find what is mew to some follkts
is old to others. 4nd what is old to some of us, is fresh as a bright November
morning to otherss. Shipping forecasts are a case in point.

About this tims of the year, when I begin todrop casual remarks about the
Shipping forecasts, some fellow, who is not a shipper, speaks up and wants to
_know, "What are shipping forecasts?"

Weather Bureagu stations have beon .sking shipping ferecasts for twenty years
or more now. Trus, they never attracted much attention until the World War and
the biy move to conserwe all foodstuffs. The big shippers and railroads began to
mgke more regular use of them then. .

Nowadays, Mr. Montgmse W. Hayes of the U, S, Weather Bureau tells me, there
is no perisheble nroduce shipped by rail from the big shipping centers except on
shippers! forecasts., Mr, Haves is the new man in charge of the River and Flood
Division of the Weather Bureau, but for years he was at the St. Louls station,
where among other things, he had much to do with the development of weather fore-
Cast service to shippers.there.

Shipping forecasts are issued during the winter in all parts of tiie United
States wnen the temperature is expected to be freezing or lower. These forecasts
ghow the temperatures which may be encountered by freight trains within the next
twenty~four hours. They are made to cover the distance an ordinary freight train

will travel in twenty-four hours.

They read something like thist "Protect shipments northbound against tem-
Peratures of zero to twenty below, eastbound ten to fifteen, south between fifteen
to twenty, md west zero to tem below."

The forecasters use the same regular daily weather map, made up from observe-
t4ons telen all over the auntry, which they use in making the ordinary weather
forecaste with which we are all familiar. In meking the shipping forecasts, how-
sver, shippeéds are warned against temperatures a 1ittle lower than those expected
%o show on the thermometere at the Weather Bureau stations. That is because
freight trains moving along velleys and standing in exposed open country, are apt
%o mset colder air than that at the regular Weather stations.
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Every thing we eat df Y perlshable nature which moves in winter is protect-
ed b-- these fordCasts Whldh form one of the most important services of the U.
S, Weather Burest ih winver times

Of course, they are of the b1pgest bgnefit and are issued to a sreater ex-
tent in regions where there is a fluctuatlon ih temperature from well above tb
consideraly below freezing,.

As shipping by orcindry freigcht car is cheaper than in insulated or by
heated cars, shippers want to know when they can ship by ordinary freight oca#
Railroads, on the other hand, will not accept shipments of perishables for
ordinary freight cars if a temperature below a certain limit they have set i4
forecast.

At the forecastirg station egrepml.,mgn are often Xgpt basy answering calls
for the rorecast from shippers and:railmoatis.’ The short, pithy predictions of
temperatures to the north, east, south, and west are soon given. The forecasts
are wired out each morning over ordinary commercial lines at the regular rntes,
and the roilrodds and shippers pay the tolle

But these forecasts often enable them to make big savings. Ty preventing
heavy and sudden losses, they have a tendency to keep produce prices more even.

It is easy to see the value of such information in the case of apples and
oranges and other fruits and vegetables. Also for shipments of méderal waterg,
and inks, and muscilages, But Mr. Hayes tells me that one of the big uses of
these forecasts is in shipping iron ore, and gravel, and sand.

Folks who haw never had any experience with such shipments in cold -weather
might think that sort of queer. Not long ago, however, a company loaded some
open cars with sand and gravel when the lowest temperature was 48 degrees. Then
they got a shipping forecast of a thirty degree drop, Instead of letting ths-
shipment go shead, they ordered the cgrs dumped and waited for warmer weajher.
The samd and gravel goes in the cars wet. It might freeze solid im the cars and
ot only tie up the material for several weeks but also tip up the cars all that
times Either that, or the expense of thawing it out by steam.

The same is true in the case of shipments or iron and other oress 3So you
see, it is not only the perishable produce which is protected by these forecasts,
Then there are the coal dealers. Naturally, they want to kmow when it is going
to be cold. Retail coal dealers are often largely guided in placing orders with
the mines, and wholesalers and brokers by Weather Bureau forecasts. 4nd, of
course, many florists make use of weather informstion in shipping flowers.

This time of the year, here for the next few weeks, is the time shipping
forecasts are most in demand. All winter in most of the big shipping centers,
however, there will be thousands of calls for this special forecast service which
has been devéeloped by the Weather Bureau. A4nd, of course, the other end of the
thermometer is of interest to summer shippers of perishables.

To ship or not ship in refrigerator cars? To ice or not to ice the cars?
are very practical money questions with some kinds of produce in the sunmare
Shippers and railroads of ten read the answer from these shipping forecasts which
now are zated as ons of the most valuable of the many valuable services performed
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by the United States Weather Bureaul
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ANNOUNCEMENT! Our Obs Server will|dgdin dhat with Station 's audience two

weeks from todayl We have hbd weathier ¥or a long time now. But it is such a
changeable subject, the v. S Woather Bureau men seem to be kept pretty busy

keeping ahead of the changes.
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