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^KOT ̂FO^R *P^OBLICA^TT^f^l^B

*^Д^Ж^Г^О^Ш^З^И^В^Н^Ъ ̂Every other ̂Fri^d^a^y ̂we are going to have our old friend, who is
a vo^l^u^n^te^er weath^er observer for the U. *S^, Weather *Bure^eu, chat with us ̂ a^bout
the weather. All of us talk about tĥ e weather, but here is a man who *k^nowe
something about it.

 *̂ H
e has been watching the skies ̂ and his the^rmometers â nd

thin^gs for —^« I won^'t say how ̂ many year^s. —^- Alright old Ob Server, what *a^-^
*bout the weather now?

*****̂ *

^T^he ̂weather, som^e of you may h^ave o^bserved, is alway^s first pâ ge n̂ eŵ s.

^.^A^bou^t this time of the year, h^owever, it sometimes ̂brea^ks out o^f thâ t̂
^little ̂bo^x in the cor^ner of the p̂ â ge and spre^ads itself into the big hê â d̂ -̂
lines^. *^Я^Ы.8 i^s *tho open s^eason for those W^est ^Indian hurrican^e^s.

^Every time *ono of thos^e storm^s is reported st^arting up^, some of my
^neighbors ^bree^ze i^n â nd storm ̂m^e with ̂ s^uch questions a^s "̂ What i^s a hurricane^?
^Where do they co^me f^rom? ̂—^- ̂Where do tĥ ey go^? How fâ st do they travel?
And how can the Weather Bureau ̂ keep track of them̂ , and ŵ ar̂ n the people tĥ ê y ar̂ ê
^comi^ng?^"

^I used to have trouble answerin^g some of the ̂ questions —^-— to a con̂ -̂
^siderable e^xtent, hurric^anes have passed me by. So I took myself ̂a^nd those
^q^u^e^sti^on^s to *^M

r̂
. Charles *L. ^Mitchell, one of the We^ather Me^n at the m^ain of̂ -̂

^f^ic^e, e ĥ as traced out the comings and goin^gs of hurricanes. He has
^stra^ightened out some of the twists in our knowledge of thos^e ̂ big cyclonic
^storm^s.

^That ŵ â s ̂ quit^e a ̂jo^b, too. ^No two hurricanes^'are ̂ just e^x^actly ^ali^ke.
^E^ach t^akes a little diff^er^ent patĥ . Some move f^aster and som^e move *f^?^.rth^or

oth^er^s. Sô m̂ e ̂ ar^o what you mi^ght ĉ oll ov^ergrown hurricanes and some ar̂ ê
baby hurrica^ne^s ^— sô r̂ no *b^ab^ios.

And^. by the way, ̂a *Wost Indian hurrican^e, a *Wostorn ̂Pacific typhoon and
Indi^an *co^r^u^i cyclone *^г^гго *tho ŝ am̂ e sort of stor^m^i—^- â nd tĥ at is ̂a ̂sort ̂ev^en
*bost of s^ailors will go ̂ a lon̂ g way ̂ arou^nd to avoid^. ̂ A^nd when the hurricane

*^Ь^-it^s l̂ and, it *^so^oms to *hav^a a way of lookî ng up tĥ e buildings tĥ at ar̂ e badly
^built.

Anŷ wâ y, *tho ̂W^e^ath^er Bur̂ ê au mon ^gay that *fo^w *woll^-built ̂ b^uildings collap^s^e^
^and hurt folk̂ s; in câ se *^\^bh^e hurric^an^e c^om^es *th^oir *w^e^c^y^j except pô ŝ sibly ̂ when *tho
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*^b^a^rr^ic^a^ne *^l^e *^on^e *^of *tho^se *rare *reco^rd^-^beater^s *i^n *int^e^n^sity^*

*^yearl^y *^all *^the *h^urric^a^ne^s *^that *stri^ke *o^ur *^G^ulf *and *^So^uth *^A^tl^a^n^t^i^c *Co^ast
*^a^nd *ma^n^y *more *that *miss *^us *entirely *are *^born *either *over *the *ea^st^e^rn *^Atlantic
*^Ocea^n *in *the *vi^cinity *of *the *C^a^pe *V^erde *^I^sland^s *o^r *in *th^e *^w^estern *Carribea^n *Sea
*or *the *^G^ulf *of *^U^e^xico. *^A^nd *the^y *all *come *alon^g *from *^June *to

 *^N
ovember, *^with

*September *their *favorite *month.

*^°f *cou^rse, *that *is *^because *^weather *conditions *are *favorable *for *such
*^storms *^getti^n^g *throu^gh *to *our *cc^wït *at *this *tim^e. *^T^hey *st^art *out *over *the *warm^.^
*tropic^al *^sea, *and, *althou^gh *eac^h *^o^ne *ta^ke^s *a *little *different *pat^h, *as *a *genera^l^
*^rule^, *each *moves *'^westward *or *northwestw^ard *^a^nd *then *curve^s *^a^g^ain *a^nd *shoots *north^-^
*^eastward.

*Whether *the *hurricane *plows *across *our *landscape *o^r *detours *t^his *co^untry
*^alto^gether *^and *heads *out *to *sea *depends *on *what *^i^e *in *the *wa^y.

*^of *you *who *have *seen *these *big *stor^ms *root *u^p *trees *and *hurl *down
*^hou^ses *^a^n^d *seemingly *pick *up *the *sea *^and *throw *it *^at *the *land *might *thi^nk *th^at
*^bothin^g *could *stand *in *the *w^ay *of *a *full- *si *^zed *h^urricane.

*^A *sm^all *hurric^ane *m^a^y *^ma^ke *a *path *of *d^a^mage *fr^om *^a *few *miles *to *^30 *^or *^40
*^miles *wide, *while *one *of *the *^bigger *hurricanes *spreads *destruction *by *wind *^along
*^a *path *from *50 *to *100 *mile^s *or *^mo^re, *wide.

*^The *hu^rricane *itself, *th^at *is, *the *gener^al *movement *of *this *big *eddy *of
*^viol^ent *winds, *is *^comp^a^ratively *slo^w. *^The *a^ver^o^ge *hurricane *^adva^nces *alon^g *it^s^
*^ro^ute *^at *the *rate *of *a^t^out *15 *miles *an *hour. *The *s^wirling *winds *which *m^o^ke *up
*^the *hurric^ane *however *m^a^y *be *blowing *at *^a *r^nte *of *100 *or *in *e^xtre^me *c^ases *ne^arly
*^200 *miles *an *hour.

*But *big *^and *fierce *as *^such *storms *^are, *they *^are *mere *whirlin^g *bubbles *com^-^
*^Pared *to *the *gre^r.t *^air *mov^ements *of *the *e^a^rth. *^A^nd *in *ma^king *it^s *path^, *the
*^h^urric^ane *seeks *the *easiest *w^ay^. *The *gre^at *area^s *of *high *air *press^ure, *which *we
*^Us^u^all^y *^associ^ate *w^ith *cle^ar^, *fine *we^-^ith^er^, *ser^ve *as *barriers.

*h^t^»^.^T.^< *^Mr^« *^Mitchell *in *tr^acin^g *the *paths *of *the *hurr^ic^anes *ha^s *fou^nd *t^h^at *th^e^
*^«^urr^ic^anes *^a^i^T^O^y^g *follow *the *trou^ghs *of *low *pressure^. *High *pressure *^are^as
*^E^ffectively *block *the *progress *of *the *storm^. *^The *hu^rric^an^e *finds *its *^wa^y *o^ut *^be^-^
*^twee^n *the *b^arrier^e *of *high *pres^sure.

*^The *p^articular *p^ath *of *any *hu^rric^ane *headed *toward *our *coast *depends *on *th^e^
*^Po^sition *of *^and *movement *of *these *big *areas *of *high *pressure *which *block *the *road^.

*Often *folk^s *ask *me *how *th^e *Weather *Bureau *m^anages *to *forecast *the *appe^ar-
*^в^ьсе *of *a *hurricane *on *our *coast.

*^It *is *not *alwa^ys *easy *and *the *weather *man *has *to *^know *hi^s *hur^r^i^canes. *^I^x^-^
*P^e^r^lence *and *knowledge *of *the *p^a^st *perform^ances *of *h^u^rricane^s *help^s *a *lot^. *T^hen
*^I^TO^» *the *barometer *rea^din^g^s *from *station^s *all *over *^t^he *conti^nent^, *the *Weather
*^B^u^r^eau *^keeps *trac^k *of *^the *area^s *of *hi^gh *and *low *p^r^e^s^sure, *and *cha^rt^s *their *move-

*every *day.

*^A *gl^a^nce *of *the *weather *m^ap *shows *the *e^xperi^enced *forecaster *where *the

*O
f *the *hurricane *is *^li^kely *to *be *^bloc^ke^d^*
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*But *I *ca^n *hear *some *of *yo^u *sa^y^, *^"H^0w *does *h^e *kno^w *there *is *^a *hurricane *^and
*^which *wa^y *it *is *mo^vi^ng?^"

*^You *have *a *good *part *of *the *^ans^we^r *to *th^at *^question *^when *you *remem^ber *th^at
*a, *hurric^a^ne *moves *slowl^j^'. *^À *hurricane *^advances *alon^g *its *path *much *^slo^wer *than
*^t^he *ordin^ary *aut^o^mo^bil^e *tourist. *^And *^in *advancin^g *from *its *^birthplace *in *the
*^A^tlantic *Oc^e^an *or *the *Carrib^e^an *Se^a, *^the *hurricane *must *pass *throu^gh *a *net-work
*of *We^ather *Burea^u *stations *and *ve^ss^el^s *at *sea *reporti^n^g *to *the *We^ather *Bureau
*t^wice *^a *da^y. *^A *sud^den *drop *in *th^e *b^a^rometer *and *a *ch^an^g^e *in *direction *or *an *in^-^
*^c^rease *in *the *v^elocity *of *the *wi^r.^a^'^.^m^o^y *ser^ve *to *^show *the *location *of *the *center
*of *the *storm. *l^ater *^obs^ervation^s *fro^» *other *stations *o^r *vessels *at *known *dis-
*tances *from *the *^'fir^st *of^t^en *^show *the *^epeed *and *direction *at *which *the *hurricane
*^is *travelin^g.

*^Kirough *thi^s *va^s^t *^net^-work *of *^stations, *the *Weather *B^ureau *gathers *the *in^-^
*^formation, *which *makes *po^s^sibl^e *the *^pre^dicting *of *the *path *of *these *gigantic
*^storms. *Warnings *a^re *issued *twelve *^to *twenty-four *or *more *hour^s *ahead, *which *en^-^
*a^ble *many *to *avoid *de^struction *by *th^o *hurricane.

*.^A^nd *that *i^s *^just *on^e *service *of *the *Ü. *S. *We^ather *Burea^u.

*^*^*^*^*^*^*

*^Tiro *^w^e^eks *from *thi^s *date^, *ou^r *friend *Ob *Server *will *be *b^ack *to *t^ell
*more *^a^bout *th^e *w^a^y^s *of *the *w^e^a^t^h^e^r *and *the *^weather

*^И *II *II
*I^f *II *II
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