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CHARS YITH THE WEATHFR MAN. Friday, April 12, 1930

- ANNOUNCEMENT : Here is our old friend, Ob. Server! -- He is going to
tell us some more about the work of our U.S. Weather Burcau. Xvory two
weiks, he has a little chat with the weather experts and then tells us about
it. Last time, you remember, he told us somethinz about the Burcau's forec~
cast scorvice to men at sca ———-- Sit down, lir. Obscrver? ---- What's the
good word €oday?
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Well, whatever tho weather 1s, it is soon gone. Some windy old
salt might hang a good story on a big storm at sea last year. But I gucss
most you folks consider last year's wcather, or l-st month's weather, or
even last weck's weather as o taing of the past. 4And as for the fact that
on a certain day, six months agzo the weather, in a certain part of the ocean,
on the other side of the world, was not at all vnusual —-ee-- well, you might
consider that an absolutely uselcss thing to know,

Maybe that is becausc you haven't talked to Mr, F. B. Tingley, who
is in charge of the Marinc Divisionof the U. S. Weather Burcau. He could
show you that past woather oftcn has a futur> to it.

Mr. Tinglecy's division gets renorts from some 1,400 ships sailing in
all parts of the seven seas. Thosc ships take observations of the weather
every day of cach voyege they mnke. The readings of the barometer and other
weather instruments are recorded day by day on a special form sup»nlied by
the U. 5. Teather Burcau and then sext in at the end of the voyage or whemever
conveniont. The reporting ships include Americcon, British, Dutch, German,
French, Italian nnd others, many of which never cnter & United States mort.
This reporting is altogether voluntary on the part of the ship-masters, U.S.
Weather Bureau representatives at the various ports meke arrangements for
this cooperetion directly with the ship masters regordlass of the flag under
which they sail.

From thesc reports, statisticians of thc Burcau work out the avernge
weather conditions at various scasons and times of the month in different
parts of the oceans all over the world. ¥From thesns reports, the Marine
Division's cxperts con tell what the weather was on any doy in the past in
most any part of the ocoans.

You mizht say, "What do they want to kmow fori"

Tell, claims for jnsurance and salvage and the like arec all the time
coming wp .in the admiralty courts. A certificatec from the lMarine Division
of the U.S.Woather Burcau as to uiant the vweather was at a certain nlace at
a certain time may often settle the case.

For instance, in one case the cargo of a sailing vessel was damaged
when the ship reached port. The shipoers sued for damages. They claimed the
damage was due to the vessel being unseaworthy., The skipper claimed that he
had run
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into a tropical hurricane, so the loss was Beyon ‘his gcomt rol, The records
of the nearest land stations on either side of the position given by the
captain did not show a tropical hurrican on that date. Through its ship
reports, however, the Weather Bureau was able to testify that there really
had been a small tropical hurrican in those waters at that time.

In another case a vessel carrying a cargo of coal from Europe to the
United States during the coal strike a few years ago failed to reach port
until after the strike had been settled. The cargo was worth very much less
than it would have been had the vessel made a voyage of the usual length.
A damage claim resulted and the weather records played a promincent part in
the legal proceedings.

Every year a few vessels fail to reach port and are numbered among
the missing ships. Some disappearances, like that of the CYCLOPS during
the VWorld Var, have attracted a great deal of public attention and resulted
in much speculation as to the cause of the loss. Nearly always the Weatler
Bureau is called upon for the record of the weather probably encountered
by the missing vessel. Most ships that disappear are lost as a result of
severe storms.

On the other hand, the fact that the weather was good at a certain
date may be highly important in settling disputes about salvage and the like.
For instance, if a ship is stranded and the salvage company works day and
night to get it off and »uts in a claim for overtime, as it were, the question
of how much danger there was from the weather may be important to the court
in fixing the amount to be allowed for salvage.

The records of the U.S. Weather Buresau are our only authoritative
source of information on such past weather and their certificates are accepted
as evidence by the courts. However, that is only one of the many uses of these
records of the world's sca weather. Those averages worked out from these re-
ports arc published on the U.S. Hydrograshic Office pilot charts of the oceans
and arc a goneral weath~r zuide highly regar’.:d by mariners all over the world.

One set of weatner averages, published in those monthly charts of -
the different oceans, shows the average number of gales each month in all
narts of the seas of the world. From those records, the map of the oceans
of the world has been marked off in zones of relative clamness and stormi-
ness. Those zones form tiie basis for part of the load-line regulations to
be put into effect next Sentember on all American shins by the U.8. Devart-
ment of Conmerce.

As Mr, Tingley cxplains, tic depth at which any ship can safoly be loade
is chicfly a guestion of the build of the ship and the weather it may encountor.
llany countries alrcady have regulations for kecping the load within the nroper
limits. Now the United States is going to require its ships to observe load-
line rules. If the ship entcrs a stormy gone it will be roeouired to carry a
lighter load than is permitted in a zone of comporative calm. Many marine in-
terests, including ship-owners, insurance companies, and shipwners, will be
affected in a very practical way.

So you sec these records of past storms live long after the wind has
died down. And they are not only valuablc in settling cases at law, and in
regulating shinping, bat furnish the scicntists data which may aid in working



out morc of the wnys of the weathor.

y One of the most violent storms on racord occurred in the North Atlantic
last vinter, according to the Marine Division's remorts. Some meterologists
suspect that unusually warm wator swept north in the Guif Stronm may have been
largely resnonsible for the intensity of the storm. They think that the re-
ports from the source of sueh a current might nrove vonluable in forecasting
weathor conditions for ahecad. A4s revorts of surface temmerctures arc included
in the innumberable records from ships, many such sccrets may be hidden in the
files of the U.S. Weather Burenu.
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NNOUNCTIEXNT . 014 Ob Server has Jjust toldasomecthing of his visit with Mr.
F. G. Tingloy in chargs of the Marine Division of the U.S. Weather Burcnu.
Theose chots with the Weather Man arc o regular feature presented every other
Friday by Station —w---—- in cooperation with the United States Deopartment
of Agriculture.
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