
CHA^TS WI^TH THE W^E^AT^HE^R ^M^A^N. ^FR^I^D^AY. A^PRIL ^U. 19^30

*Ti^m^o^.; *9 *Min^ut^es^.

*^A^U^NOl'^NC^E^M^ENT; *^"Whet^her *on *land, *or *^w^hether *on *se^a; *we *have *weather, *^where
*e^ver *^we *Ъе. *" *^Toda^y^, *however, *is *the *da^y *^we *hear *a^bo^ut *the *^work *of *th^e *^U. *S.
*Weather *Burea^u^'s *specialists *in *^maki^n^g *this *world *safer *from *the *va^garies *of
*th^e *^weather *--- *Our *Old *ОЪ. *Server *h^as *ha^d. *hi^s *usual *ch^at *^with *the *e^x^perts *and
*is *no^w *read^y *to *t^ell *u^s *a *"bo^n *t *his *talk *-------------------

Let me ^get t^he salt out of my e^yes, a^.^id we'l l have a chat ^abo^ut the
sea.

*Mr. *^Б. *В. *Calvert, *c^hief *of *the *forec^ast *di *^v^i^sion *of *the *U. *S^. *W^eather
*^B^ureau, *^was *tell^i^n^g *me *how *much *^we *landlu^b^ber^s *^owe *to *ship *masters *in *the *^wa^y
*of *r^eport^s *a^s *to *^wea^th^er *^co^n^d^i^tions *at *sea. *A *lot *of *stor^ms *star^t *^at *se^a, *^b^ut
*^the^y *don^'t *all *stay *ther^e^.. *М^Э^-^ц^у *c^o^me *^ash^or^e.

*If *you *^wi^ll *^just *take *a *^gl^a^nce *^at *^a *^m^ap *of *^the *glo^be, *yo^u^'ll *see *a *big
*part *of *it *is *sea. *Isla^n^d^s *dotted *h^ere *and *t^liere *give *a *c^ha^nc^e *to *^get *some *re-
*ports *from *regular *^we^ath^er *^stations, *but *for *t^he *most *^part^, *we *have *to *dep^e^nd
*o^n *^ships *sailin^g *here *and *there *for *ne^w^s *about *the *^we^ather *over *the *ocea^ns.
*Ma^n^y *ship *ma^sters *cooperate *^with *our *^Weather *Bureau *by *making *d^aily *reports *by
*radio *by *^which *o^ur *w^e^ather *^men *keep *tr^ack *of *^storm^s *^which *may *hit *our *coasts.

*Of *^co^urse, *ev^er *si^nc^e *^men *f^ir^s^t *went *down *to *the *^sea *in *ships, *they
*h^ave *had *to *matc^h *their *^w^its *^ag^ai^n^s^t *t^h^e *^we^at^he^r. *Ev^er^y *s^hip *captain *has *ha^d^
*to *car^r^y *somethi^n^g *of *a *weather *B^ar^e^a^u *^u^n^der *his *^hat. *A^s *^Mr. *^C^°.lvert *^w^as *s^ay-
*i^ng *^to *me, *our *big *oce^an^goi^ng *vessels *toa^a^y *are *almost *indep^endent *of *the
*^w^e^a^t^her *so *f^ar *a^s *concerns *the *liv^^^e *of *passen^gers *a^n^a *the *safety *of *the *c^argo.
*Bi^g^ger *and *better *ships *and *the *almost *universal *use *of *radio *in *^spreadi^n^g^
*w^arnings *of *^storms *from *one *ship *to *another *h^elps *do *that.

*T^hat *set *me *to *thi^nking^. *The *U. *S. *Weather *Bureau *get^« *^all *those *re^~^p^
*ports *f^j^j^çm *^ships *at *sea^; *but *^yhat *do *the *ships *^at *se^a *get *out *of *it?— *what
*^help *is *the *^U. *S^. *^We^ather *^Burea^u *to *s^hip *masters? *--- *1 *up *and *ask^ed *M^r. *C^alvert
*t^hat *^que^stion. *^'-

*H^é *pointe^d *out^, *that *^ship^s *oft^en *nee^d *to *^k^no^w *^w^h^at^'^s *comin^g *fr^o^m *^t^be
*land *i^n *the *^way *of *^w^e^ather^, *so *t^he^y *c^a^n *m^a^ke *t^heir *for^ecast *of *^what *t^h^ey *are *^J*^

*lik^el^y *to *have *at *sea^. *Of *course^, *the *s^hips *off *o^ur *coaet^e *^wo^uld *^h^ave *a *hard
*time *getti^n^g *such *re^ports *of *^we^ather *in *the *^U *^x^ùt *^ed *Stat^e^s *if *it *w^ere^n^'t *for
*^our *Weather *B^ure^a^u^.



^R-C^I^U^M -^2- *^U-^ХЗО

But t^he U.S. *^V^J^eather B^u^rea^u doesn^'t ̂ si^p^/^pl^y send ^ship^? land reports^. I^t^
renders a very valua^ble service to mariners in collecting reports from other
mariners and then con^solidating and re^broadc^asti^n^g them for the ^benefit of all.
With radio, ships *t^he^ce days can get in touch ̂ wit^h other ships in surrounding
water^s and get their reports of condition^s. ^But if all the shi^ps did that^, Mr.
*Calvert e^x^plains, there would ^be a lot of co^nfusion a^nd di^sorder and waste o^f^*^
time and ̂ work in exchanging the needed tips^/about the track^s bein^g taken by
storms. By collecti^n^g the reports from ships at sea and distributin^g that in-
formation, ma^king forecasts from it, and ̂ broadc^asti^n^g warni^n^gs by radio for
the benefit of ^marine inte^r^est^s on the coast and for considerable di^stance
off the coast. The ̂ U. *^S. Weather Bureau is able to ^be of real help to even
the most ̂ weat^her-wi^se of old salts.

The ships at sea transmit the ^we *ther re^por^ts to a shore radio station^.^
The shore radio station for^ward^s th^ose report^s to a forecast center of the
^leather Bureau. The forecast *ce^i^ter ̂ ass^emble^s the reports, combines them ^with
reports from land ̂ we^ather stations, and ^wires them to the ^Naval radio stations^.^
The ^Naval radio ^stations bro^adcast them to the ships.

In that w^ay, th^e ^ship c^aptain i^s furni^shed th^e n^eeded information regu-
l^arly. The *^V^Je^ather *Eur^e^.^iu ̂ s^up^-^olio^? shi^ps *v^/hich coop^erate by reporting to it
*^v^/ith *Ъ^я^зе map^s ^which ^the captain c^an ̂ r^us^e in dra^wi^n^g his own ̂ we^a^ther map on the
basis of the r^eport^? and make ̂ hi^s *o^v^/n d^eductions a^s to ̂ w^h^at th^e w^eather ^will be.

But the Weather B^ureau al^so furnishes a forecast made by its own experts
trained for yea^rs in this work. So th^at way, the skipper has *a-^vailable a *weat^hej
specialist to help him if he wants that ^help. That forecast service includes
advices and ̂ w^arnin^gs about hurricanes ^and other violent stor^ms at sea. '^Through
its reports not only from ships but fro^m isl^and and coastal st^ations, the fore-
c^aster is able to locate the center of t^he storm, find out how much of a storm
it is, and predict *t^! e path it will prob^ably t^a^ke. Such information is broadc^as^t^
twice daily, or *oftener if need be, from r^adio stations for the benefit of any
ship which may be in threatened ^sections of the sea.

That kind of service, however, is not t^he only thing the We^ither Bureau
does for the men who ̂ move upon the waters. It c^ooper^ates with the ^Hydro^graphie
O f f i c e of the ̂ Uni^ted States Navy^, in pre^parin^g ^weather infor^mation included in
the Pilot Charts of the oceans. ̂ Fro^m ma^ny observations, made in many ̂ -^parts of
the world, ^by men of many nations, the Weather ̂ Burea^u experts wor^k out the aver-
age weather conditions over the oceans, th^e routes taken by storms in ̂ y^ears p^ast,
the prevailing winds, fo^g areas, a^nd other we^ather information of inter^e^st and
value to navigators of the seven seas.

Another service furnished by our we^ather men to those who ̂ work with them
by reportin^g ocean ̂ we^at^her is t^hat of c^hec^kin^g up on i i^n^struments used *i^& making
observations. The aim i^s for accuracy in reporti^n^g, ̂ Mr. *C^alvert points out. If
there was no Weather B^ureau of some such or^ganization with which they could chec^k^
their instruments, ships masters *mi^^ht *^;vell feel sha^ky as to how much they could
depend on their o^w^n observ^ations. ^As it is, however, ships r^e^porti^ng to the
Bure^a^u h^ave the *^iri^v^ile^ge whe^n in port of co^m^p^arin^g their instr^uments ^wit^h stan^-^
d^ard in^struments maintain^ed at the Weather B^ure^au st^ations.



*^R-CW^M

*^For *insta^n^ce, *^the *s^hip^s *^nust *^rel^y *a *^g^r^eat *deal *o^n *t^heir *b^arometers *for
*detecti^% *t^he *cha^n^ge^s *i^n *air *pre^s^s^u^re *^which *^pres^a^g^e^- *^a *^etor^m *or *cle^ari^n^g *^weather^,^
*Mo^st *ship^s *c^arr^y *a^neroid *^b^arometers *^whic^h *are *^a^.ore *su^b^ject *to *inaccur^ac^y *tha^n^
*a *merc^ury *^b^arometer *althou^gh *more *suita^ble *f^or *^cse *on *a *sh^ip^. *Such *in^?tru^me^nte
*must *be *comp^ared *w^ith *a *^st^andard *in^strument *of^ten *to *^k^eep *them *t^r^u^e, *^?^;^nd" *^alto-
*gether *r^eli^able.

*But *e^ven *when *^a *s^hip *is *^wrec^ked *in *^a *^Etor^m, *th^e *^U. *S. *^We^ath^or *^B^ur^e^a^u^
*т^э^у *^pro^v^e *a *very *^pre^se^nt *help *to *the *o^w^n^er^s. *^The *^B^ure^a^u *^p^r^ep^a^r^e^s *c^or^nifi^cat^e*
*based *on *its *r^ecord^s *of *we^ath^er *cond^ì *tior^e *^w^hich *^ar^o *u^eed *^in *s^ettli^n^g *disput^e^*^
*over *m^arine *insur^?jice *^an^d *the *lik^e. *B^it *more *o^fth^at *^ne^xt *tim^e.

*^Д^Ш^ТО^Ц*^Г^О^Ж^Щ^Г^? ̂ You h^*.v^e ^j^u^st *l^i^ete^aod to ^n c^h^at with t^h^e We^ith^e^r M^a^n. ^Thi^s'
is one of a seri^es ^which this ̂ St^at^ion pre^s^e^nt г i^n cooper^ation ̂ wit^h the ̂ United
States ^D^epartment of ^A^gricultur^e. ^Tho^se t^alk^? ^ar^c m^a^d^e at t^his tim^e
^•^ver^y *.o^'thor *i^*ri^i^ay.
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