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*^A^i^n^rOU^NC^E^MENT; Ног^е co^n^es old O^bserver ̂br^ee^zin^g in *J ^Well^, Mr^. *О^Ы
S^e^rver^, ̂wh^at ̂will ̂we got toda^y? — ̂ I^f ̂ I ca^n r^ead the si^gns right^, yo^u^'ve
^h^ad another one of yo^ur ch^ats ^with the ^weather *^n^in. Cone on^, let^'s
hear a^bout it ̂I — What h^ave th^e s^peci^alists at th^e U.Ŝ . ̂Weather Bure^au to
say ̂a^bout our old st^and-by, the ̂ we^ath^er^?

*^*^*^*^*

^They tell me this is the time of the yea^r that the tornado s^eason
begins.

Did you ever see one of those *honest^-to-goodness t^wisters? ̂ A^
friend of mine was ^sitting o^n a fence one day in Maŷ . He saw the clouds
rus^hing together. He saw one of those fu^nnel-shap^ed clouds dip do^wn like
a wrî gĝ lî n̂ g eleph^ant^'s snout. It was comi^n^g to^w^ard h^i^m^. But he figu^res it
wou^ld p^ass on th^e other side of the field^. He had heard that the ̂pa^th of
a tornado is of^ten ̂ just a ̂ matter of a few feet. He decided he would ̂ ju^st
sit steady and watch what happened. He didn̂ 't̂ . He heard the roa^r of
what soun^ded like many e^xpress trains, an^d the ne^xt thing he knew he was pick
ing hi^mself up in the ne^xt field.— He hasn't done any watchful waitin^g since

That is not surprising.. ̂Prof^. A. J.Henry^, editor of tĥ e Monthly
Weather ̂ Review of the U.Ŝ . Weather Bureau, has ̂ just been telli^n^g ̂m^e that a
tornado doesn't lend itself to first-hand study at close ^quarters^« It î ŝ
the most violent of all whirl-winds. That funnel that s^eems to hang down
from the bottom of a much bi^gger mass of clo^uds above, is a mere collectio^n^
of clouds just lî ke those above ̂ but swirlin^g

 *a
t a terrific ratê . ^The funnel

^itself may be 50 to a few hundred feet across. The whole torn^ado, including
the main clo^ud, the funnel^, and the destroying winds, ge^nerally moves from
southwest to northeast at a speed of ̂ 30 to 50 miles ̂a^n ho^ur^; ̂ Just about
average cross-country automobile speed^«

But that forward movement of the tornado is ̂ just one of its motions»
It has three. There i^s that whirling motion at a terrific speed which form^s^
that funnel̂ . Tĥ en̂ , there i^s ̂f^t violent *updraught of air of unknown speed in̂ -̂
side the funn^el. Chickens ĉ aught in the path of the tornado someti^m^e^s come
out â livê , but pic^ked clean *^bf featherŝ . ^From what Prof.. Henry t^ells me, *th^<^
torn^ado s^ee^ms to work *pre^ity m^uch like a v^acuu^m cle^aner^»

But it often do^e^s a q^ueer ̂jo^b of it. ̂ He^re are a f̂ ew well^-atte^sted
bits of evidenc^e, ̂ga^t^h^e^red by experts of t̂ ĥ e *^U^«S^. Weather Bureaû , and e^ntere^r^
in scientific reports On ̂ tor^nadoes^. 1 ŝ ay t̂ hat i^n advance^; so you *^»on^(t *thi^r^
t^hey ̂ were gleaned from the writi^n^g of ̂Baron *^Muncha^u^sen,
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*In one tornado in th^e ^Middle *ïïest, a heav^y ̂ lu^mber ̂ wa^gon ̂ i^ras standi^n^g^
^be^hind a corn cri^b'. It ^was lifted clear off the gro^und^, ca^rried on^e h^un-
dred feet t^hro^u^gh the air over a corn-fi^eld^, and let do^wn a^gain ̂ without
hurtin^g it in the sli^ghtest. ^A heav^y cultivator *near-Ъу ̂ was broken up and
scattered in circles all ov^er a t^w^elve acr^e fi^eld.

^The old ̂ Mother ̂ Goose rhyme about the co^w ̂ j^u^mpi^n^g over the ^moon
*seo^ms the height of a^bsurdit^y. Y^et a cow picketed in a far^m yard ^was ac^-^
tually caught up in^' *ono of the *v^/hirlin^g curre^nts of air^, carried over the
to^ps of tr^ees thirty to si^xty feet hi^gh and landed in a cornfield three-
^ei^ght^hs of a mile *a^v^7ay.

Then there ^was th^e stran^ge cas^e of *tho three^-gallon tin ^pail. It
h^ad a cover to^p and ^was full of ^wat^er. ^The tor^nado picked it up^,' a^nd sot
it *dov^;n forty-five rods ̂ a^r^r^ay^, right side up and still full of ^wat^er.

^Another ̂ m^an thou^ght h^e had his carpet *tackod do^wn securely. Along
came th^e tornado, took *u^r> the carpet, and carri^ed it out of *tho house ̂ with-
out tearing it in the slight^est. ^An i^ron k^ettl^e in the same roo^m *^\^r^as brok^en
into six ^pieces, and a big iron-bound trunk fasten^ed with an e^x^tra-heavy iro^n^
lock ̂ was torn to pi^eces and the lock *^v^ras buried in a rail fence.

Cases of roofs ̂ blo^wn off and people bei^ng lift^ed through the open
tops of the house s^c^o^n to ̂ b^e fairly ^num^erous. Kitchen utensils and ^g^utters
deposit^ed by the tornado in yards six miles from the h^ome from ^which they
wer^e taken are in the record. ^Those t^wisting *^v^/inds turn from ri^ght to l^oft
and it ^just t^akes an average of about ten seco^nds for the tornado to do its
dirt ̂ a^nd pass a given point.

I say "do its dirt^" because the tornado often flings mud ̂ and has be^en
reported to *havo lifted water out of cr^ocks^. A^fter on^e tornado^^ a moth^er
^washed h^er childr^en for four days to got the^n cl^ean ^and thon their bodies
*waro still cover^ed ^with spec^ks of fine dir^t driven into *tho flesh by the
forc^e of th^e wind^.

^But that^'s ^just the ̂ more playful side of the tornado and you could
never call a torn^ado playful. Most folks, who got caught in th^e center of
a tor^nado, Prof^. Henry tolls mo^, never com^e out alive. ^During th^e last
th^irtee^n years, from nin^ety to n^early *oight ̂ hu^ndred people hav^e been killed
each y^ear in this country by tornadoes and the property damage h^as ranged
from t^wo ̂ and a half million to over forty-three million dollars a year.

Th^ere is no tellin^g just ̂ when and where one of the^se *all-of-a-sudde^n,
death^-dealing ^whirl-winds will form a^nd run a^m^uc^k .̂ ^Even o^ur ^weather forecast^-^
ers can^'t say. There ^are just t^wo good things you can ̂ s^ay about a tornado^*^
One is t^hat the *^?^wath they cut is ^usually very narro^w — from 100 yards to
say three^-eighths of a mile ̂ wide^. ̂ Fol^ks ̂ j^ust off the tor^nado^'s path may not
even know any unusual^.sto^r^m h^a^s ha^ppened. ^The other good thin^g a^bout the
tornado is that you ca^n of^ten see it comin^g. Prof. He^n^ry tells ^ne if you
^will run at ri^ght a^n^gles to the direction in ^which the storm see^ms to be
moving^, you can pro^bably *do^d^£e it. Usually^, the tornado moves from we^st to
east. It is ^safer to run north than south, because the tendency is for the
tornado to s^wi^ng south or to its ri^ght ^с
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*If *y^*^u câ n̂ '̂ t get a^way, get dô ŵ n̂ . ^Go to the stor^m cellar if t^her^e is
one h^and^y. Ĥ û g the ^wall on the side fro^m which th^e t^wister is comin^g^. If
ther^e is no prote^ction ̂belo^w gro^u^nd, g^et in an^y depression yo^u can find.
Lie fl̂ at, fac^e down^. Hold on to anythin^g handy.

We ̂us^u^ally think of a torn^ado as a local stô rm.. Its len^gth varies
from a few mil^es u^p to ̂ 200 or more^, however^, and Prof. Henry says it is really
p^art of a ̂ big general circ^ular storm^. It us^ually h^ap^pens in the southeast
^quarter of the general circular storm^, and is caused *Ъу cold ̂ winds fro^m the
north comin^g in contact ̂ with currents of hot ̂ air from the south. The exact
position of these sharply *different-temperatured air currents^, when they
m^eet, is a ̂ hi^t ̂ uncertain even to the e^xperts^. ̂ Wh^at hap^pens is certain^. ̂A^
terrific ̂ eddy of hot ̂ and cold air is set up ̂ which sweeps down ̂ and forw^ard
spre^ading destruction in its path. May you all al^ways dodge it.

^*^*^*^*^*

Â N̂ NOÛ NCÊ M̂ Ê N̂ T ; *^ï^ïhew^l ̂That was some wind! ^A^nd old Ô b. S^erver *^\^rill b^o
baĉ k two ŵ eek̂ s from today to give us another of his chats ̂ with the we^ather
man at the United States ̂w^eather Burê â u. This feature is pres^ented by this
Station in cooperation with the United States ̂ Department of A^gri-
cultû re.
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