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Ma OUNCEEMT: In our chat with the wéather man today, we are going to hear
t)‘;”lething of how the United States Weather Bureau and the men who "go down to
%e Sea in ships" work together for their mutual benefit Well, Mr.

Server, let's gol ——
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" Ure L. E. Brotzman told me a rather striking story about two American
b ter ships and a storm at sea. I am going to pass that story on to you,

i:::use it is a fine illustration of one of the newest of our weather serv-

the n Mr. Brotzman, by the way, is the meterologist who has been engaged in

the ship visiting" work of the United States Weather Bureau at New York in
interest of our part in the international ocean weather service. Mr.

Zman is now being sent to New Orleans in the further development of that
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Spe _As you know, our Weather Bureau has for many years had the hearty co-

Everatlon of seaman of all nationalities and in every part of the globe.

thery Year it gets reports from more than a thousand ships scattored through

th Seven secass Sailors on those vessels make dally observations and forward

Qfem to Washington by mail. Those rcports are highly valuable for purposes
Tecord and study.

Ry Several yeors ago, the United States Weather Bureau established another
ine weather service by which ships in nearby waters cooperating with the
ar Sau make observations and forward them by radio. These messages in code
€ consolidated with those from othoer ships and from sclected land stationms,
® rebroadcast and picked up by ships at sea. From that information, it is
QSSible for ship's officers to chart weather conditions along our coast and
Bm.a considerable distance out to sea. Those who cooperate with the Weather
by Sau are supplied with base maps for making such charts. That service is
or ¥ valunble, not only to ships, but to the Weather Bureaun in preparing
N SCaats, especielly in tracing the approach of West Indian hurricanes dur-
the hurricene season. ,
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Two or three years ago, Mr. E. B. Calvert, chief of the Forecast Divi-

Sion, of the United States Weather Bureau and representatiws of leading Buropean
®ather services met at Copenhagen and worked out a plan for international co-
%Peration in such a service extending all the way across the ocean.
N Under that plan, each nation was to select a certain number of ships,
O cooperate in this work. The number selected by each nation was to be a
Certain percent of the ships under its flag. An international weather code
Lade up of numbers was adopted so that reports would be equally understand-
3ble by all nations. - Ships plying the shipping lanes of the North Atlantic
"ere all to forward observations by radio to Washington when they were in the
Sstern Atlantic and to a Buropean station when they were east of that line.

0se reports are made up into one message and rebroadcast to ships at sea

OT their uses In other words, reports from the different selected ships

1°ng the different travel routes are consolidated and rebroadcast for the
8nefit of alle

But let!s get along to that story of how this thing works. Mr. Brotz-
Dan tells me work under the international arrangement was actually started
:b?ut two years ago. Tpirty American ships have already been assigned to
18 selected ship program in the North Atlantic. These are new ships not
Bcluded on the other two lists of ships cooperating with the Weather Burocau.

Y And practically eévery time one of these ships comes into port at New

°Tk a representative of the Weather Burcau visites it just to sort of keep in
t°uCh with the ship's officers and the weather reporting work and explain how
© make weather maps to any new men on the jobe

You understand, each selected ship is provided with all the necessary
Porms and blank maps on which to chart the daily weather reports from other
8 ips and from the land stationse. That is, each ship captain is eoncouraged
O plot the different reports so as to get a definite picture of the weather
Yuch as our regular forecasters use in making the daily forecaste.

i At first, Mr. Brotzman says, some of these experienced seamen were not

Rclined to go in for this map making aboard ship. The sailorman is a good

Wge of the weather where he is and modern ocean liners arc so big and strong

W3 safe thot ship captains have become accustomed to set their course and
ick to it, no matter what the weather along the path.

" According to Mr. Brotzman, however, most of the mariners are now meking
he maps, and making them serves the ends of good seamanship.

For instance, there was this case of the two American ships vhich left
§n€1&nd for New Yorke They were sister ships of similar build and power, and
Tﬁth ably manneds The first ship left Portsmouth two days bofore the second.

€ second ship, however, reached New York two days ahead of the other, with
1g saving in fuel and operating coste

0 The difference was that the second ship used weather meps drawvm by its
EWn officers from reports roceived by radice It was one of those in the
Slected ship program.



4 3 -

The first 'éﬁija running blind ag to weather conditions ahead aJ,qng her
Toute plowed righqvink 4, storm and was Meld back by strong head windd. he
“°Cond dhip from her ¢harted reports jmew whets the center of the storm Was,
8 went arouhd it. ;n fact, she actuhlly, ;ana.ged to get tail windd which
ded to her speeds OFf céurse; it 1§ not often that such a blg saving as that

:a,n be made, but any sating in time and cost is not being overlooked by the
hip captainse.

' Practically all the trans-Atlantic ships now make maps and Mr. Brotz~
Tan finds that after meking maps for a while, the ships officers realize the
®ed for accurate reports and take more pains in taking their observationsa

W These daily ship reports have enabled the forecast division of the
bea‘cher Bureau to draw fairly good maps across the Atlantic and have been a
ig aig in making forecasts for trans-Atlantic ocean flightse

New York is only one of threse centers which it is now planncd to use
further development of our share in this international marine weather
of + Simllar worik has recontly been started to secure the cooperation
I\roi':hirty more American boats from among those operating in southern waters

Ay  New Orleans, Galveston, Port Arthur and othor ports and going to South
®rica and Africa.

in the
Service

N Eventually it 13 hoped to establish anothor center at San Francisco
OF boats operating out of that porte And romember this is an international
£ fair. While our Woather Bureau is getting the cooperation of American ships,
he other nations are likewise lining up vessels which fly their flagse No
tter what the nationality when those boats are in the Western Atlantic thoy
®Port to Washington, and when boats under our flag pass 35 going cast they
ne'p()rt to the other side. Each side exchanges reportse And the messages,
.b° matter from what ship, are sent in a number code and re-broadcast in a num-
t}elr code vwhich is the common language of this growing weather service for all
voo PeOPle on the high sess, ond the lands that lie beyond. And one of the
kery important featuvres of the new scheme is the work of visiting ships and
°®ping in personal contact with the ships officers to insure regular and
CCurate reports on arery trip to sea.
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A‘mt\_WOUNcmmm: Your old friend, Ob. Server, will bring us another chat with

doe Weather man two woeks from today. These talks come to you through the

N %Peration of Station and the United Statos Dopartment of Agricul-
€ of which tho Weather Buresu is a parte
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