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^NOT ̂ FO^R P^UBLICATIO^N

^And no^w for o^ur chat ^wit^h the weather ma^n. Our old frien^d,
*О^Ъ. Server, has *Ъееп to the U^nited States ̂ W^eather Bureau again^. He is ^going
to tell us ̂ wh^at the ̂ weather^-wise men sa^y a^bout lon^g-range forecastin^g and
the like Well^, Mr. *О^Ъ. Ser^ver^.

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*

^Ev^er^y few days^, Mr. *Tannehill tells me, the United States Weather
Bureau ̂ gets re^quests for long ran̂ ge for̂ ecastŝ . ̂Fo^l^ks ̂write in̂ , in all
seriousness, to aŝ k what the weather will *^Ъе a month from now, or next
*sur^mi^Qr^, or ne^xt y^ear.

^M^r,. I. *R. *Tannehill, you ̂k^now, is in the forecast division of the
^Weather *^b^v^j^reau^, to which these ^queer ^questions conî ô .

Of co^urse, those of you who know the w^eather and how the Weather
Bur^eau works know the ans^wer to those *questions^e

*T^-uc^, there are goose^-bone ̂ proph^ets and wish^-^bone ̂ p^rophets whô ,̂
now and *a^^ain, claim they c^an predict tĥ e v^a^gari^e^s of the weath^er f̂ ar in
advance. An^d, strange а^з it may *^aoem, a lot of good fol^ks b^elieve the^m.

It d^oes *soem fu^nny, however, that ̂ of all the trained we^a^ther m^en
in all t̂ ĥ e ̂ Weat^her Bureau stations thro^u^ghout the country ̂a^nd all the
weather s^pecialists at the Weather Bure^au ĥ ê ad̂ q̂ û â rtê rs, you n^ever hear
one ̂ma^kin^g these lô n̂ g range weather forecasts. And you can ̂ just a^bout
^ban^k on it, that if we ever do find out any practical way ̂ to really *^_*^
foreca^st the weather a long time ahead, our Weather Bureau will *^oe doing it.

Ou^r present ̂syste^m of daily and weekly forecasts is based on the
*id^a^a of ̂k^no^wi^n^g ̂just *wh^J the ̂ weather ̂ U ̂ all over the cou^ntry.

*̂ ;
 ̂ R^ow^ing

what t^he we^ather is her̂ ! and a lô n̂ g way from us, which wa^y it is h^eaded,
and what conditions are alon^g the route*^, enables the forecaster to
estimate ̂ what it will b^e here tomorrow ̂a^n^d ̂t^he next day, an̂ d even, what the
w^eather will be next ^week. Althou^gh, ̂ of course, tĥ e week ahe^ad forecasts
can̂ 't be made with as m^uch detailed accuracy as those for ̂ 36 to ̂ 48 hours
ahead.

^You see^, weather forecasting is ^something like Paul ̂ Revere^'s ride^.^
Instead of being ̂"boo^k^ed ̂and spurrê d, and ready to ride^» lik̂ e Paul ̂ Revere,
ho^wever^, our weather ̂ forecasters are armed ̂ with telegrap^h and radio to
give ̂war^nin^g of what^*s coming.
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But ^t^hat doesn^'t mea^n tĥ at ô ur ^weather scie^nti^st^s ar̂ e in̂ dî ff̂ erê nt
to this ̂ pro^blem of e^xt^endin^g t^he ran̂ ge of fo^recasts^» ^The^y are continuall^y^
^lookin^g ̂fo^r the lâ ws ̂bac^k of present condition^s ̂ which control weather^, ̂and
st^udyin^g t̂ he possi^bilities of other thin̂ ĝ s infl̂ uencin̂ g our weather besi^de
^the te^m^perature^, â nd ̂wind^, ̂a^nd pres^sure ordinarily considered in mâ kin̂ ĝ
fo^recast^;

T^he^re â re ̂wh^at you mi^ght call wish^-bone prophecies. We get that ̂ ki^nd
e^very o^nce in a ̂ while^. Mr. *^Jannehill says honest, sincere seeker^s after
this *wi*ll^^o^-th^e^—wisp of for^ecastin^g often let thei^r enthusiaŝ m for so^me
pet *id^oa run aŵ ay with them̂ . ̂ The^y hit upon some contri^buto^ry cauŝ e of
weather conditions^, ̂ and try to base forecasts on it as the chief or only
câ use.

^T^his ̂variety of comple^x conditions constantly changin^g an̂ d int^er-
acting ̂ with each oth^er^, which ̂ we call the weath^er, may b^o ̂d^u^o to a
tho^usand factors.

In fact, ̂ Mr. *Tannehill tells me^, we have maps of weather conditions
in t^his ̂cou^ntry for each and every day in the year for the past forty year^s^
and ̂more^, ̂yet no two of those maps ̂ are e^xactly alike. Often, he sayŝ , he
has see^m a ̂m^ap of the weather *v^f^cic^h r^eminded him so strî kin̂ gly of some other
ma^p, t̂ hâ t ̂ he has looke^d it up only to find differences here, there and
yon^der^. ̂T^h^e chances of ̂ gettin^g two precisel^y alî ke is next to nothing.

In l^i^mited localities, scienti^sts have at times detecte^d ap^parent
corr^el^ations, for inst^ance, betwe^en the temperatu^re of sea water and
wea^t^h^er on ŝ horê . ^R^ainfall in certain parts of California and in India
ha^g ̂b^een ̂correlated with ̂ sea temperature or other conditions in an imperfect
way. B̂ ut when it com^e^s to mâ kin̂ g ̂ a forecast fo^r the enti^re country, ̂ Mr.
*Tenn^ohill points out that no reputabl^e meteorologist claims to hav̂ e *dis-
*cov^ored ̂any system by ̂ which r^eliable for^ecasts ĉ an be m̂ ade further ahead
that thos^e^- ̂ made daily by the ^Weather Bureaû .

The ̂ United States *^ï^ïeather B̂ ureaû , as well as various othe^r scientific
institutions, is ma^kin^g a study of the variations in radiation from the sun,
in an ef^fort to find what effect if any those variations have upon the
variations in our ^weather. Such correlations, ho^wever, are still open to
^question, and nothing has been worked out which can be relied upon in
practical weather work throu^gho^ut the country.

In the meantime^, ̂ while the country^'s chief weather scientists are
^gropin^g into these fundamental weather problems, Mr. *Tannehill tells me
our annû al crop of goose-bone pro^phets come out from tim^e to time with
sensational claims to predict the weather for the entire country for ̂ mo^nths
and even ŷ ear̂ s in advance.

^Most such pre^dictions are mere ̂ guesses^» Then, too, people in all
parts of the country still rely on the weather advice contained in â l̂ manacs,
which some of the *pro^gnosticators claim they get from the position of the
plan^ets. Of course^, ô ur real weather experts deny that the pl^anets have
any Inflû ence on the ̂w^eath^er that t̂ hey *h^av^o been ̂ able to detect. They
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d̂ ê n̂ y ̂most *c^m^phatic^R^l/t^h^r^-t ̂an^yo^n^e ĉ â n sâ y what this old ^weather of our̂ s will
^do^, a ̂ye^ar in advance^, *Ъу any s^yst^em th^at ̂ will stand up a^gains^t logic
^a^nd sci^entific reasonin^g^»

^Иг. *^Tannehill points ô ut̂ , how^ev^er^, t̂ hat any ̂g^u^e^ss on the w^eat^her ^m^ad^e^»^
^with ̂ an int^elli^gent knowledge o^f the conditions that normally occ^ur duri^n^g^
a *so^ason in *^o. p^a^rticula^r r^e^gion, will *Ъо right som^eti^m^e. If the *^gucsscr
is luĉ k̂ ŷ , he may ^be right hâ lf t^he ti^me^. But that is not science^, nor is
it ̂w^eat^her forecasting.in ̂ any fair sense of the words - it is ̂ guessin^g.

^*^*^*^*^*

; You have ̂just heard the chat with the weather man. ̂ T^his
Station presents this feature once every two weeks in cooperation with the
^U^nited States ̂ Department of ̂ A^griculture^.
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