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CHATS WITH THE WEATHER MAN.

ANNOUNCEMENT : Now for another chat with the weather man. Our old

friend, Ob. Server, has been to the United States Weather Bureau, has

talked with the scientists there, and is now going to tell us a few
things between the lines of our daily weather forecast ~--- Well,
Mr. Ob. Server? ---- :
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You read the daily weather forecast at a glance. Or you hear
it in a brief moment at the radio.

It is a short, simple statement of what we may expect in the
way of weather.

It may just say "Fair and warmer" or "Slightly-colder" as the
case may be. But Mr. I. R. Tannehill, of the Forccast Division of
the United States Weather Bureau, says that even such simple state-
ments are often misinterpreted, because a lot of people don't under-
stand when it is to be.

Those are not mere vague generalities, as some seem to think,
If the forecast says "colder" or "warmer®", it refers to a very
definite time of the day. "Colder" means for instance that the
temperature tomorrow cvening at & o'clock sharp, Eastern Standard
Time, will be lower than at 8 o'clock tonighte.

And you will probably read that in your paper or hear it by
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radio this afternoon, say. In other words, in making that prediction

the forecaster really forecasts two temperatures; what it will be at
8 o'clock tonight and roughly what the differencc will be between
that temperature and the temperature at eight o'clock tomorrow night.

Forecasts are made twice a day. The forecast'which ordinarily

appears in the afternoon papers is based on a nap drawn from observa-
tions taken in the morning. The forecast in the morning papers is

that nade froa the observations taken at eight o'clock Eastern Standard

Tine, the night before. The morning forecast is A a$s in
advance. The night forecast is for 48 hourg
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I say "Eastern Standard Time" beceuse that is the Washington
tine. The observations arc taken at practically the same nonent in all
parts of the country; but, of course, when it is 8 o'clock Eastern
Standard Time, it is Just 7 o'clock Central Time; and so on across the
country.

On the Pacific Coast that means observations are taken about
five ofclock in the nmorning. They have been taken, and charted, and
the forcast nado, and issued before most folks in the far west are out
of bed in the norning.

It takes less than two hours from the time observers in all parts
of the country read the instrunents at their local stations until the
forecast is made and issued fram each of the five district forecast
centers for each and cvery cne of the States in the Union. In the east-
ern part of the country, where the observation time is & o'clock, that
nokes it 9:30 to 10:00 ol'clock before the morning forecast is issued.

When you consider what'!s done in that less than two hours,
Mr. Tannehill reninds rie, you realize that is considerable of a feat.
Our weathor nen arc fast workers.

Maybe you will sit down with your newspaper this evening in a
canfortable heated roa:. You will probadbly throw a glance, as nost
people do, to th: top of the sheet, just to see what the weather will
be tomorrow, You ricst likoly won't even think of how the infermation
was collected on which that forecast is based.

I'11l admit that until Mr, Tannehill told me about it, I didn't
realize that to get one scrap of that information, our westermmost
observer, on far-away St. Paulls island in the bleak Bering Sea, got
up at l'o'clock this morning to make his observations. Those records
were flashed through Alaska by radio, and put on the telegraph lines at
Seattle and sent to the forecast centers throughout the country.

, Yes, observations are taken in Hawall, too. But if you will get
your map out, you will find that little island in the Bering Sea is even
further west than Hawail,

And while these messages were caming from balmy Hawaili and Alaska
and beyond, observations made at all the other stations scattered through-
out this country were also being filed and flashed by telegraph to the
district centers. Similar information was also coming from Canada and
Mexico,

Those records were entered on a map — Jjust like one of those
weather maps youlve all seen. That was done this 'very morning, and
every other morning, at the five district forecast: centers, at Washington,
New Orleans, Chicago, Denver, and San Francisco.
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Then at each of those centers, a forecaster stepped up to the
map of charted weather reports. For a few momcnts, he focused his years
of experience and weather knowledge, on that map. Then he made his
forecast, which was flashed out over the entire territory by radio and
telegraph. And you picked it up by radio or in the paper.

The Washington forecaster made the prediction for all the States
bordering the Atlantic and the States of Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, and
West Virginia as well. The Chicago forecaster made the prediction for
the western Lake States, and the upper Mississippl Valley and the Great
Plains area. The New Orleans forecaster took care of the Southern plains
and Gulf States, The Denver man foretold the condition for the Rocky
Mountain Region, while the San Francisco center forecast for the Pacific
Coast States.

But you may have noticed that the forecast you heard or read was
for your State alone. Mr. Tannehill tells me that now, although the
forecasts are actually made at five disirict forecast centers, a
separate forecast is made for each and every State.

I say "now" because up until the first day of this New Year, fore-
casts in New Erigland were made just for northern New England and southern
New England, Beglnning January 1, there have been separate forecasts
made for Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusctts, Rhode Island, and
Connecticut.

Each of the other States was slready getting & separate forecast.
In fact, in some of the large States, where conditions warrant it, two
separate forecasts are made for different sections of the State. New
York, Pennsylvania, and Temas have separate forccasts made for. their
eastern and western parts. '

Fram what Mr. Tamnehill tells me, the United States Weather Bureau
is constantly working to get more and more observations from a wider
and wider territory on which to make more and more accurate the weather
forecasts issued twice a day, for each State in the Union. And just
think that whole continent-wide collection of reports and distribution
of forecasts is all done in about two hours time.
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ANNOUNCEMENT: Two weeks from today, our old Ob, Server will be back with
another of his chats with the weather man. Station _. presents this
feature in cooperation with the United States Department of Agricul ture.



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

ERRATA NOTICE

One or more conditions of the original document may affect the quality of the image,
such as:

Discolored pages
Faded or light ink
Binding intrudes into the text

This has been a co-operative project between the NOAA Central Library and the Climate
Database Modernization Program, National Climate Data Center (NCDC). To view the
original document, please contact the NOAA Central Library in Silver Spring, MD at

(301) 713-2607 x124 or Library.Reference(@noaa.gov

HOV Services

Imaging Contractor

12200 Kiln Court
Beltsville, MD 20704-1387
July 23, 2010



