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^R^EL^E^AS^E Friday. January 9^. 1931^« *'*^SH^A.^TS WITH THE *^Ì^T^E^A.^TH^E^E *M^A^j^S^f.

*^А^ЖОи^иСЖ^ВМ1 ; ^No^w for another chat with the ̂ we^ather man. Our old
friend, Ob. Server, has been to the United States ̂ Weather Bureau^, has
talked with the sci^entists there, and is now going to ^tell us a few
thi^ngs bet^ween th^e lin^es of o^ur daily weather forecast ^Well^,
Mr. Ob. Server?

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*

^- *^pf

*^You *read *the *dail^y *^weather *forecast *at *a *^gla^nce.
*it *in *a *^brief; *mo^ment *at *the *radio.

*Or *^y^ou *hear

*It *is *a *short, *simple *statement *of *what *^we *ma^y *e^x^pect *in *the
*^way *of *^weather.

*It *m^ay *^j^ust *say *^"^Fair *and *warmer^" *or *^"Sli^ghtly-colder^" *as *the
*case *^na^y *Ъе. *But *^I,:r. *I. *^R. *Tannehill, *of *the *^For^ecas^t *^Divis^ion *of
*the *united *States *^We^ather *B^ureau, *sa^ys *that *even *such *s^i^mple *state-
*^ments *are *ofte^n *^misinterpreted^, *^because *a *lot *of *people *don^'t *under-
*st^and *when *it *is *to *^be.

*^Those *are *not *^n^ere *va^gue *ge^ner^alities, *as *so^ne *seem *to *think.
*If *the *forecast *says *"colder" *or *^"^wamer^", *it *refers *to *a *very
*definite *ti^ne *of *the *da^y. *^"Colder^" *^means *for *instance *that *the
*t^e^mpe^rature *to^morrow *evenin^g *at *^S *o^'clock *sharp^, *E^astern *Standard
*Ti^ne, *will *be *lower *than *at *8 *o^'clock *tonight^.

*^And *you *will *proba^bly *read *that *in *your *paper *or *hear *it *by
*radio *this *afternoon, *s^ay. *In *other *words^, *in *na^king *that *prediction
*the *forecaster *reall^y *forecasts *t^wo *te^nperatures^; *^what *it *will *be *at
*8 *otclock *tonight *^and *rou^ghly *what *the *difference *^-.Till *be *^between
*that *te^mperature *and *the *te^mperatu^re *at *eight *o^'clock *to^morrow *night.

*^Forecasts *are *^made *t^wic^e *a *day. *The *forecast *^whic^h *ordinarily
*appears *in *the *afternoon *papers *is *based *on *a *^map *dra^wn *fro^m *observa^-^
*tions *taken *in *the *norning. *The *forecast *in *th^e *morning *papers *is
*th^at *^made *fro^n *the *observations *ta^ken *at *eight *o'clock *^Eastern *St^and^ard
*Ti^ne, *the *night *b^efore. *The *^norning *forecast *^j^j^^^J^j^i^U1 *^J^g^C^u, *^Ц^и^м^щ^з *in
advance. The night forecast is for

LIBRARY

*hour

*^JUL ̂ 2 1^2010
*1^>^и^-^.^-^„..^^. *^^^«^v^,^w^.^,.1^0 ̂ Л

Atmospheric Administration
*^. of Commerce



^-2^-

I s^a^y "^Ea^stern St^a^nd^ard ̂ Tine^" ̂ b^eca^us^e t^h^at is t^he ^Wash^in^gto^n^
tine. Th^e o^bs^ervations ar^e ta^k^en at practically the s^ane *^noncnt in ^all
parts of the country; ^but, of cours^e^, wh^en it is ^8 o^'clock ^Eastern
St^and^ard Tin^e, it is ̂ J^u^st 7 o^'clock Contra^! Ti^n^e; and ^so on across the
co^untry.

On the ^pacific Co^ast th^at *^neans observ^a^tions are t^aken a^bout
fi^ve o^'cloc^k in the *^nor^ning^. ^They have ̂ bee^n ta^ken, an^d c^harted, ^and
the *forcast *^nado, ̂ a^nd i^ss^ued befor^e *^no^st folks in th^e f^ar ^west are out
of b^ed in the *^norning.

It takes less than t^wo hours fron th^e ti^ne observers in all parts
of the co^untry read th^e instru^ments at the^ir loc^al stations u^ntil the
forec^ast is *^nade and i^ssued fro^n each of the five district forecast
centers for each and ̂ every ̂ on^e of the States in th^e ^Union. In the east^-^
ern par^t of the country, ^where the obser^vation ti^ne is ^8 o^'cloc^k, th^at
*nakes it ̂ 9^:30 to 10:00 o^'clock before the *norni^n^g forecast is issued.

^When you consider ^what^'s done in that l^ess th^an t^wo hour^s,
Mr. *Tannehill *reni^nds ̂ ne, you r^e^ali^ze that is consider^able of ^a fe^at.
Our *weathor n^on ^ar^o f^ast ^worker^s.

^Ma^ybe you will sit do^w^n ̂ wit^h your n^ew^sp^aper this ̂ eve^nin^g in a
confortable heat^ed *гоо^г^л. You w^ill probably thro^w a ^glance, as *nost
peopl^e do, to th^e top of the sheet, ^just to see wh^at the weather will
be *to^norrow. You ^nest li^k^ely won^'t even think of h^o^w the inf^or^m^ation
was collect^ed on ̂ whic^h that forecast is based^»

I ^41 ad^mit that ̂ u^ntil ̂ Mr^. *Tannehi^ll told me about it, I didn^'t
reali^ze that to get one scrap of that information, our wester^n^most
ob^ser^ver, on far^-awa^y St^. Paul^'s i^sla^nd in the ble^ak Berin^g Sea, got
^up ̂ at *I^'o^'clock this *^nornin^g to make his ob^servations. ^Those records
were flashed through ̂ Ala^ska by radio^, and p^ut o^n the telegraph lines at
Se^attle a^nd sent to the forecast centers throughout the country.

Yes, observations ^are ta^ken in Hawa^ii, too. ̂ B^ut if you will get
your map out, you ^will find that little island in the Bering Sea is even
further west tha^n Hawaii.

^A^nd while these mess^a^ge^s were coming from b^al^my Hawaii and Ala^s^ka
and beyond, obser^vations made at ^all the other stations ^scattered through-
out t^his country were ^also bein^g filed and ^flashed by telegraph to the
district centers. Similar information was also co^ming from Ca^n^ada and
^Me^xi^co.

Those r^ecords we^re entered on a map — ^just like one of those
weather map^s you^'ve all seen. That ^was done this 'very morning, a^nd
every other mornin^g, at the five district forecast centers, at ^Washington,
New Orl^e^a^n^s^, C^hicago, ^Den^ver, ^and S^an ^Francisco.



^The^n ̂a^t eac^h of those ce^r^it^e^l^a, a forecaster stepped up to the
^map of charted weather reports. ^For a fê w mom^ents, he focused his ̂ y^ears
of e^xperience and weather knowle^dge, on that map̂ . ^Then he made his
forecast^, which was flashed out over the ̂ entire territory by radio and
telegra^ph. And you picked it up *^Ъу radio or in the paper.

^The ̂Washin^gton forecaster ̂ made the prediction for all the States
^borderi^n^g the Atlantic and the ̂ States of Tennessee, ̂Kentuck^y, Ohio, and
^West Vir^ginia as well̂ . The Chic^a^go forecaster made the prediction for
the western La^ke States, and the upper Mississippi ̂ Valley and the ̂ Great
Plains area. The ̂ New Orlea^ns forecaster took care of the So^uthern plains
and Ĝ ulf States. The Den^ver man foretold the condition for the ̂Rocky
Mountain ̂ Region, while the San ̂ Francisco center forecast for the Pacific
Coast States.

But you ̂ may have noticed that the forecast you heard or read was
for your State alone. Mr. *Tannehill tells me that no^w, although the
forecasts are actuall^y ̂made at five di^strict forecast centers, a
separate forecast is ̂m^ade for each and every State.

I say ̂"now^" ̂because up until the first day of this ̂ New Year, forê -̂
casts in ̂ Hew England were made ̂ just for northern ̂ New England â nd southern
New England. ^Beginning January 1, there have ̂ been separate forecasts
made for Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu^se^tts, ̂Rhode Isla^nd, and
Connecticut.

^Each of ̂ the other States was already getting a separate forecast.
In fact, in ̂so^me of the large States, where conditions warrant it, two
separate forecasts are m^ade for different sections of the State. New
York, Pennsylvania, and *Тев^а^з have separate forecasts made for̂ - their
eastern and western parts.

Fr^an what Mr. *^Tannehill tells me, the United States Weather Bureau
is constantly worki^n^g to get ̂ more a^nd more obs^ervations from a ̂wider
and wider territory on which to ̂ make more a^nd more accurate the weather
forec^asts issued t^wice a day, for each State in the ̂ Union. And ̂just
think that whole continent^-wide collection of reports and distri^bution
of forec^asts is all done in about two hours time.

^*^*^*^**^*^*^*^*

ANNO^UNC^EME^N^T ! Two weeks from today^, our old Ob. Server ^will be back *v^dth
another of his ch^ats with th^e weather man. Station *^_.^, presents thi^s
feature in cooperation with t^h^e United States ̂ Dep^artment of Agriculture.
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