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CZATS VITH THE WEATHER MAN. ~ Friday, March 20, 1931.

AWOMCEENT: And now for a chat with the weather man. Every two weeks,
our old Ob. Serve goes to the meteorologists of the United States Weather
Bursau for fresh weather news. This time, he goes to the ends of the earth
with them in the search for cold facts about this ever changeable subdject.
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Now that Soring is just around the corner, we feel more confortable
in ehatting about the cold of Arectic and Antarctic nights.

For that is just what I've been talking to Mr. William C. Haines, of
the United States Weather Bureau, avout. Mr. Haines, was the meteorologist
on doth the Byrd North Pole Expedition and the Byrd South Pole Exjedition.

Of course, up in this half of the globe, We think of Arctic weather
as Dzing the last and lowest word in coolness. But take it from lir. Haines,
wno has been both places, the Arctic can't hold a candle-light to tae
Antarctic for "winter and rough weather,"

And speaking of candle-light, it was so cold in the Antarctic that
the kerosene in an ordinary kerosene lantern froze. = It wouldn't ~ise in
the wick, and the light went out, It was so cold at times, that you could
blow out your breath against the wind and hear it freeze as it passed your
ears. Mr, Haines says the sound was a sort of swishing noige like that of
snow blowing over a frozen drift.

However, he never heard his breath freeze that way excent when the
thaemoneter registered 60 degrees below zero or lower. You see, tie low—
down cold stories are not mere explorers tales for temperate-clirate con-
summtion. Mr. Haines kept the record of the weather, There in "Little
Azerica" at the edge of the barrier ice of the lofty Antarctic continent,

Ze 2ad a complete Weather Bureau station. He made all the measureaents made
in a first-clags Weather Bureau station in this country, over a coatinuous
meriod of 14 months. In addition to the temperature, and pressure, and
cloudiness,; and wind direction and velocity obtained by the ordinary station,
he made 400 soundings of the upper air by means of pilot ballonns.

He tells me that in the middle of July it was 72 degrees below zero
Pahremheits And for three days in July it was down to 70 degrees below zero,

But that's not hinting that it was colder than in January. Remember,
the geagons in the Southern Hemisphere are just the reverse of ours. July
Was the coldest month for the year averaging 45 degrees below zero and
Sentember ran a close second averaging 44 degrees below. May, June, and July
are the months of the long winter night in the Antarctic. Mr. Haines and
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‘c‘:'le other members of the Byrd Expedition saw the sun go down in April, and
the next time they saw it was in the latter part of Auguste.

As long as the sun was above the horizon in the warmer montas of
Movouer to February ond merely swung around in the sky, thers wore
dsinite Gaily changes in temperature in reference -to the noon-time position
o7 tas sun as with us. '

The temperature even in the comparatively warm mid-summer moxnths
of December and January fell below zero at times, and this would be what
most oF us would call bitter cold. Mr. Halpes says the temperatures in
the Antarctic sometimes fluctuate widely, and in a surprisingly ghort time,.

Yortherly winds dowa there tring wam weather, and in the Antarctic
21 =%, lr. Haines found his twermoneter recording a rise of temperature
from =S degrees below zero to 16 above in less than twenty hours. That is,
a jx of 65 degrees.

I started to say a jump of the mercury of 65 degrees, but olcohol
tacrometers were used. Mercury tnermometers couldn't be used at any such
tsancrotures. Mercury freezes at 78 below zero. Mr. Hainos tells me
that mercury froze like a chunk of lead down there. He threw soae out on
he gnow, and it froze instantly lilze molten lead dropped on a floor.

Those sharp rises in temperature usually come witn the 9lizzarcs,
the most dreaded weather menace in Antarctica. The blizzards come every
wee” o- so. Mre Haines recorded ¥ honest-to-goodness blizzards during the
rear, not to meztion many more which might be classged as blizzards by folks
\ho ave never seen the genuine article as dieplayed in the Antarctic.

Then the wind gets up to about 20 miles an hour it begins to »ick
Wy te Grifted snow and adds it to what is falllnge With a thirty aile
wind, it is unsafe to get away from campe You can't see more than a few
Tset aread. There's little chance to getl backs

You now the great British explorer, Scott met death in the Axtarctic
wnen he was trasped for days by a blizzard waen only a few milesg Troun nlenty
07 Tood and fuel,

There was less fog in Little America than in Spitzbergen viere
JIr, Zaires was stationed during the Brrd North Pole flight. However, lire
Heines says it is remarkable at what low temperatures moisture particles
can stay liguid in the air, as he hag obgerved densge fog in the tarctic
at temperatures considerably beloWw zeroe

But the reagons for that are still under investigation, and lr.
Haoincs may have something more to say about that later, and also avout
thosc eculiar rings around the sup and other optical phenomena found so
coas;ictously at ths ends of the earth.

Besides, the yeather ncagurementy made at the Station, other
aeagurerents were taken oy other members of the party in their exploration
of the interior of the continent.
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Thig "Little America® station, you understand, was just on the
edze of the vast Antarctic continent, considerably larger than the entire
United Siates, and all ice covered except the higher mountains, some of
which »isc bare to hei nats of nearly three miles above sea level.

Yet this ice-clad continent, Mr. Haines says, must have once
enjoryed a more genial climate for geologists of the expedition found
evidence of coal formations which must have been laid down when tbick
v2:etation covered these frozen and as yet largely unexplored rezions,
containing the largest blind spots still left on the world!s weather mans.
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AINOUNCSENT . You have just heard a brief outline of wegther'condltions.

at “se ends of the earth, as described by lre. Wz. C. Haines, meteProloglst
it the Byrd Ewnedition., Two weeks from today we will have anotfer little
chat with the weather man on some other feature of our.ever-changlng weather,
Tais foature is presented by Station ——- in cooperation with the United
States Denartment of Agriculture.,
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