
^C^H^A^TS *^Г1ТЕ THE *^T^7^E^ATHE^R *^1 Friday, M^ay 29, 1931.

^ЮТ FOR P^UBLI^CATION

*^Ti^me;*10 *^Minutes.

*^No^w *let^'s *^ha^ve *a *chat *^with *the *^w^eath^er *man. *Ol^d *O^b. *Server
*Ъсоп *to *the *United *States *Weather *B^urea^u *to *find *out *what *is *stirrin^g^

*^es *the *wind. *You *r^emember *a *couple *o^f *we^eks *a^go^, *he *was *tellin^g *-^as
*o^u^r *uppor^-air *wor^k^. *Since *then *he *has *inquired *about *how *our *s^yst^em

*^° *u^p-^por-air *obser^vation *along *our *airw^ays *co^mpares *with *the *weath^er
*^s^ervic^es *alo^n^g *E^uropean *airways *^- *----- *^Well, *^Mr. *Ob. *Server? *^— *-

*^*^***

*Mr. *ÏÏ. *^R^. *^Greg^g^, *c^hief *of *^our *United *States *^Weather *Bur^eau^1 *^s*^
*^c^-^lcal *^division, *^just *^got *^back *from *^Europe^.

*H^e *went *over *there *^as *our *repr^e^se^ntativ^e *to *t^h^e *Madrid *m^o^otin^g^
*^t^h^e *I^nter^national *Com^mission *for *th^e *^J^b^c^ploration *of *the *Upp^er *^Ai^r^,
*in *ord^er *to *study *what *some *of *t^he *^Europ^e^an *weath^er *servic^e^s *^ar^e *^doin^g^

*^for *^aeron^autics^.

*You *se^e *our *We^ather *Bur^e^au *^keeps *^up *on *what *ie *go^in^g *on. *If *a^ny
*^ot^h^ar *nation *^works *out *a^n^y *^better *^way^s *of *obser^vin^g *or *forecastin^g *the
*^weat^her *we *want *to *^know *about *them.

*^Mr. *^Gr^egg *flew *nearly *everyw^here *^he *went *in *Euro^pe; *to *^France^,
*Kolland^, *and *En^gland. *He *tells *me *passenger *airpl^ane *s^ervice

*^*^s *in *^general *more *developed *in *^Europe *than *it *is *in *this *countr^y. *Of
*^co^u^rse^, *^we *^have *a *few *airlines, *such *as *the *line *bet^ween *New *York *and

*with *its *hourly *service *both *ways^, *^which *does *a *passen^ger
*even *bigger *than *any *of *those *in *Europe. *But *in *the *interior

*t^h^e *country, *our *airplane *^passenger *service *is *not *nearly *so *hi^ghly
*as *in *Europe. *On *the *other *hand^, *air *mail *flyin^g *is *much *^п^юге
*in *this *country *than *in *^Europe. *It *is *chiefly *the *mail *b^et^ween

*^t^v *^^
^e^r^a^n^t *Cou^n^t^r^ie

^s *that *i^s *carried *^by *plane *in *Europ^e. *The *m^ail *wit^hin
*^"^Öse *s^i^nailer *cou^ntries *can *be *h^andled *promptly *by *train.

*^Mr. *Gregg *says *the *weather *services *for *air *routes *in *^France, *a^n^d^
*an^d *^England^, *although *they *have *gro^wn *up *independently^, *are *^very

*^-^i *li^ke *our *own^; *ev^en *to *the *point *of *having *co^mmissioned *forecast^ers
*t^he *la^rger *ports *and *non^-co^m^missioned *obser^vers *at *the *smaller
*^a^r^rediate *la^nding *fields; *and *to *taki^n^g *observations *not *only *at *t^h^e^
*st^ation^f^, *but *at *points *located *at *so^me *distance *to *eit^her *si^d^e *of *t^he
*^ro^u^t^e.

*In *Ger^m^any^, *pilots *are *re^quir^ed *to *consult *the *weather *for^ecaster^s^
*^a *ta^king *off; *^and *in *^France *^and *^Engl^a^nd *they *usu^ally *do *t^al^k *thi^n^g^s
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v^/i*t^l^i the we^ath^er *men^^ ̂ b^ut th^e^y do not ^h^ave to^i Th^e ̂We^ath^e^r *^тог^о-
*̂ c
^ast^ers in ^all t^he^s^e co^u^nt^rie^s ĉ ar̂ ef̂ ull̂ y ^refr^ai^n f^ro^m ^givin^g -^pilots *^-^iny

^ad^vice as to ̂wheth^e^r a fli^ght shô uld ̂b^e made^. ^The weather ̂men *^:iust *^^ive
*^*^he facts and indicat^ions as to ̂what *w^uath^er will *Ъе encountered^. ̂ Decision
as to *v^/het^he^r or not the fli^ght shall ̂be made rests with air service of^ficials.

*Gener'al weather forecasts for the ai^r^w^a^y^s in these Euro^pean cou^ntries
^ma^de f^rom o^bservation^s taken foû r ti^mes a dâ ŷ , instead of twice a day
î n t̂ his coû ntry.

In *^j^Trance^, the Paris office i^s ̂the headq^u^arter^s for weath^er s^e^r^vice
all ̂ aviation interest^s ̂ both civil and military^. ^Forecasts for *tho
*o^;^is flyin^g routes are made at P̂ aris. ^The forec^asts, together wit^h^
4 ti^nes a day *s^y^poptic r^eports ̂and pilot balloon observations m^ade

*̂ a
t ŝ ev̂ er;̂ ?̂ .̂ ! ^points in ^Prance five times a d̂ ay, ̂ and airplane o^bserv^atio^ns

one pî r̂ ice, when the we^at^her is good^, are sent to Le *Bourget field
s^pecial leased wire.

^T^he reports are entered on the uŝ ual small scale naps and posted
^re pilots ̂ and others c^an consult them. In addition to that̂ , every half

d^u^rin^g the day reports are received by radio from the bi^g^ger te^r^mi^nal
*a
i^r^oorts like *Croydon, ̂ Engla^nd^, and Colo^gne, *Gei^ma^ny. ̂ R^egular telê p̂ hon̂ ê

tele^graph report^s are received from selected points on the airw^ays^, â nd
*e inter^mediate stations send specî al reports during bad weath^er or

c^o^ll from Le *Bo^ur^get^, Thos^e reports are all posted on a very lar^ge scale
^a^n^d a^nother large seal̂ s ̂m^ap is used to show the upper winds at *tho

*̂ 7
^a^rious ̂pilot b^alloon stations.

^E^ach State or Provinco of ̂German^y has a separate and distinct we^ather
for the general public needs, but the weather service for aviation

^un^de^r one head for all ̂ G^ermany. The central office is in Berlin, ̂but
^weather service ̂ for aviation is given at the airports of which t^here

*̂ â i>e
 IS *r^aain ones with meteorologists in char^ge. ^Nine of those airports have

station^s and local reports are broadcast every half hour.

In addition to the regular weather stations, the ̂ German se^rvice for
*̂ â v
^iatio^n ̂m^aintai^ns 25 pilot balloon statio^ns and 5 airplane statio^ns to ̂ get the

observations.

^Mr. Gre^gg went ̂f^rom Germany to ̂E^n^gland by way of Holland and in
over the channel was in fô g for forty minutes. I^n that conn^ection

told ne about the sy^stem they h^ave over there of directing plane^s not
to fly to tĥ e ri^ght of a given line, as is done by radio in this country,
of notifying each plane at what levels to fly so as to avoid collisions

*î n
 t^he air. *^T^O^ien air travel gets thic^ker, wê 'll have to hav^e some such

^•^yetem as that.

In spite of the fo^g we hear so ̂ much about, there are very f̂ ê ŵ
*̂ c
^a^nc^ullations of trips from *Croy^don, ̂E^n^gla^nd to the Continent on account of

*^*
ê
^at^h.^a^r. Planes fly on r̂ egul̂ ar scĥ edule 95 per cent of the time.

*̂ m
. At *Croydon, ̂ pilot balloon^s o^bse^rvatio^ns are m^ade four tim^es a ̂ d^ay.

*^*
Ле
 balloons used are much lî ke those used in this cou^ntry, and *tho lanter^ns
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*^*^о^г *^ni^c^h^t *oЪ8e^г^va^tions^, *^M^r. *^Gre^g^g *^sa^y^s^, *arc *almost *^e^x^act^l^y *li^ke *thos^e *^used
*^boro.

*^S^pea^king *of *^u^p^per^-air *o^bse^r^vations^, *^ho^wever^, *that *Madrid *meeti^n^g^
*^•^*^г^» *^Gr^a^£^£ *attended *^went *on *record *as *^ur^gin^g *further *develo^p^me^nt *of *^pilot
*^g^alloon *i^n^vesti^gations *at *sea, *a^nd *more *use *of *airplanes *in *uppe^r *air

*by *all *count^ries.

*O^ne *of *t^he *^bi^g *^jo^bs *of *that *meeti^ng, *ho^wever, *was *to *la^y *pl^ans *for
*^u^-^y^p^er *air *work *of *the *Se^cond *Polar *^Year^, *which *is *to *^Ъе *o^bserved *ne^xt
*. *^Fro^n *what *^M^r^» *^Gre^g^g *tells *me, *that *will *^be *the *most *com^plete *e^x-

*^p^l^o^r^atio^n *of *the *weath^er *conditions *in *the *upper *air *ever *u^nderta^ken. *Of
*^rs^a^, *^yo^u *know, *the *^main *idea *is *to *^get *a *mor^e *complete *year^around *record
*^w^e^at^her *in *Arctic *and *^A^ntarctic *r^egions, *the *^biggest *blind *spots *in *our

*Y^/^c^at^her *^maps. *^But *that *investi^gation *includes *more *than *^just *t^h^e *polar
*r^« *^U^p^per-air *observations *will *be *made *at *stations *locat^ed *all *over

*^ь^л^е *^worl^d *on *the *s^o^me *d^ays *each *month, *so *as *to *get *a *practically *co^mplete
*^Pic^ture *of *th^e *int^erch^a^nge *of *air *betwe^en *the *tropics *and *the *poles^. *The

*e^nt *nations *^will *not *only *^m^a^ke *si^mult^an^eous *observ^ations *from *t^heir
*^r *^up^per-^air *stations^; *^but *additional *stations *will *be *set *up *on *high

*an^d *special *pilot *balloon *investigation^s *^will *be *undert^aken *at *a*
*of *new *points, *^ooth *on *land *and *s^ea. *In *fact, *it *looks *as *if *ne^xt
*mar^k *the *comin^g *into *its *own *of *world^-wide *weather *observation

*t^hre^e *^dimensions.

*^*^*^*

You have just had a small ear-full of upp^er^-air weat^he^r^, in
*^from *^y^i^T^t *^^ *^R^0 Gre^gg^, chief of the *aarolo^gic^al division of t^he United
*^Ueather Bureau. ^We will have ̂ a^nother chat ^with the weathe^r man two

^fro^m today.
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