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^ЙО^Т ̂FO^R *P^UB^LIC^AT^IQ^K

^E^ver^y ot^her ^Friday, old O^b^. Server telle ̂ us somethi^n^g ̂ne^w a^bo^ut
^w^eather and the weather ^men. He has inside i^n^fo^rm^ation^. He has tal̂ ked with

*^• ̂weather^-^wise ̂men of the U. *S. W^eather Bureau. He k^nows wh^at they ar̂ e doi^n^g^
*^*^* *^belp the rest of us take advantage of the best weather and dodge the effects

^the worst ^weat^her. All ̂ right, Ob Server, what^'s new no^w?

A^bo^ut this time of the year, when I begin to drop casual remarks
the s^hippi^ng forecasts, some fellow, who i^s not a shipper^, speaks u^p and
to know, ̂ "What are shipping forecâ sts?"

Weather Bureau stations ̂have been making shipping forecasts for
т years or ̂ more now. They never ̂ Attracted much attention until the ̂world

^and the big move to conserve all foodstuff^s. The big shippe^rs and railroads
to make ̂ more regular use of them then̂ .

No^wadays^, ̂Mr^. *Montcose *W^* Hayes of the U^. *S. Weather Bureau tells
^» ̂t^here is no peri^shable produce shipped by rail from the big ̂shippi^n^g centers
*^*^-^*^o^t on ̂ shippers' forecasts. Mr. Hayes I^s In ĉ ĥ arge of the ̂ River and ̂ flood

*^_n of t^he ̂ Weather Bureau, but for years he was at the St. Loui^s sta^tion,
amon^g ot^her things, he had much to do with the development of weather f̂ orê -̂
service to shippers there.

The Weather Bureau issues ̂ shipping forecasts during the winter in
*^7;

Â
 parts of the Unite^d States when the temperature is e^xpected to be frê ezî n̂ ĝ

*^J^v^-*^.
 *̂ Ŵ ê r

^« T^hese forecasts show the temperature^s which may be encountered by
trains within t̂ he next twenty-four hour^s^« They a re made to cover the
an ordinary freight train will travel in twenty^-four hours.

They reâ d something like *thist ̂ "^Protect shipments northbound
temperature^s of ̂ zero to twenty below, *eastbouhd ten to fifte^en^, south

*̂ w
^*^en fifteen to tw^enty, and *^w^e^et *вего to ten ̂ b^el^ow^«^"

*•^f
t̂
 T̂ he for^eca^sters use t̂ he ̂ same re^g^ular daily weat^her map, made up

*^°^B^t observations tâ ken all over t^he country, which t^hey use in making the
*:
^t

0̂̂
J^/

Ĵar
^y ̂weather for̂ ecâ st̂ s with w^hic^h we are all familiar,̂ - I^n making the shippî n̂ ĝ

*^~ *^asts, however, ship̂ pê r̂ ,̂ * ar̂ e warned
*̂ t
a^gainst temperatures a little lower than

^expected to ŝ now ̂ on t̂ he thermom^eter^s at th^e Weather Bureau station^s. That
^cause freiĝ ht train^» movin^g alon^g valleys and ̂ stan^din^g in exp^o^sed op^en
*̂ Г
^У, are apt to meet colder air *tha^a *^£^hat *â t *̂ t̂ ĥ e ̂re^gular weather stations.

^Every t̂ hing we eat of a perishable nature which *mo^yes in winter is
*^cted b^y t̂ hê se forecasts, which for^m one of *^,t^he' *mp^st im^portant s^e^rvices of
»̂ 6̂ , l̂eather Bur̂ eâ u in winter *̂ Urn̂ â »
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Of co^urse, they ar̂ e of ̂t^he bi^gges^t ̂b^enefit ̂a^nd are isŝ ued ̂ to a
*̂ a
^e.^t^er e^x^tent in re^gio^ns ̂w^here there i^s a fluctuation in te^m^perat^ure from well

*o
 to co^nsidera^bly ^below freezi^n^g^.

*^. As shipping by ordinary freight ĉ ar is cheaper than in insulated
*^°У heated cars, shippers want to know when they can ship by ordinary freight

Railroads, on the other hand, will not accept shipments of perishables for
^nary frei^g^ht ĉ ars if a temperature below a certain limit they have set is

At the forecasting station several men are often kept busy *answer-
^c^alls for t̂ he forecast from shippers and railroads. The short, pithy

^m^. ̂Dictions of temperatures to the north, east, *south^V â nd west are soon given.
*^^ ̂fore^casts are wired out each ̂ morning over ordinary co^mmercial lines at the

rates^, ̂ and the railroads and shippers pay the toll̂ ,

But these forecasts often enable them to make big savings. By *pre^~^
: heavy and sudden losses, they have a tendency to keep produce prices more

It is easy to see the value of such information in the case of
and oran^ges and other fruits and vegetables. Al^so for shipments of mineral
an^d *i^-^A^ks, and mucilages^, But Mr. H^ayes tells ̂ me that one of *th^f big uses
forecasts is in shipping iron ore, and gravel, and sand.

*^%^c *, ^Fol^ks who have never had any e^xperience with such shipments in cold
*^»^O^j^^

 *̂ r
 mi^ght thin̂ k that sort of queer. Not long ago, however, a co^mpany loade^d^

*^|^L ̂open c^ars with sand and gravel when the lowest temperature was 48 degrees.
*^^^, t^hey got a s^hipping forecast of a thirty degree drop. Instead of letting the
*^j^. ̂went go ahe^ad, they ordered the cars dumped and waited for warmer weather,
*^j^^ ̂s^and and gravel go in the cars wet. It ̂ might free^ze solid in the cars and

*Ô l
^*ly tie up the ̂ material for several weeks but also tie up the cars all that
*^Eitl^ier t^h^at, or make necessary the expe^nse of thawing it out by steam.

The same is true of shipments of iron and other ores. So you see,
perisha^ble produce is ̂ protected by these forec^asts. Then there are the

dealers. Naturally, they want to know when it is going to be cold. Retail
*^U^salers are often largel̂ y ̂g^uid^ed in placing orders with the mines^, and

rs ̂ and brokers by Weather Bureau forecasts. And, of course, many florists
of weather information in ship^ping flowers.

*̂ c
 Shipping forecasts are most in demand in November, ̂ and'^e^arly
*^^^ber^. All winter in ̂ most of the big shipping centers, however, th^ere will be

*of
 ̂c^alls for this special forecast service which has been developed

^t^her Bureau. And, of course, thé other end of the thermometer is of
*̂ Ï̂ Qst to *su^rn^ner shippers of perishables.

*. To ship or not ship in refrigerator cars? To ice or not to ice the
*^^ *are ̂v^ery practical ̂ money questions with some kinds of produce in the sû mmer̂ .̂

*ê is *an̂ i^^ ̂r^ailroads often read the ̂a^nswer *f^,^rom these shipping forecasts w^hich
*̂ ra^ted as one of the most valuable of the many valuâ ble services performed
Ûnited States ̂ Weather Bur̂ eau.

^S^E^M^E^N^T^: Our Ob. Server will again chat with Station *̂ ls audience two
8̂ ̂f^rom today, *^ï^ïe have had weather for a long time now. But it is ŝ uch a

sub^ject, the *U. S. *^ï^ïeather Bureau men seem to be kept pretty *Ibusy
ahead o^f the changes, _ ^ _ _ _ ^ _ _
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