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SEATS WITH THE WEATHER MAN, RELFASE Friday, October 30, 1931

FTOR BROADCAST PURPOSES ONLY

Awouncm T Sneaking of weather, our old friend Ob. Server is going to do
ouﬂt that. Xe has been nosing around among the weather records with specialists
'f the United States Weather Bureau —-—-- but he will tell you about that ———-
811, Mr. Ob. Server? —-—
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Taere is the coldest spot in the United States? —--—-
No, you're wrong, It wasn't in your bed room this morning ~—-

% Waat is the hottest place in the country? Where is the rainiest? Where
h ®8 the snowfall lie deepest? Where does the wind blow strongest? The poet
Peaks of the winds that blow and are never weary, "but where really ars they

‘he gteadiest?

I asked lire Eerbert C., Hunter of the climatological division of the
nhited States Weather Bureau these and other questions, and he gave me the of-
ieial records. I was surprised at some of those records too. I know some of
friends will be when I cite them.

You imow about this time of the year, I find a lot of poople suddenly
§°tting an wnvsual interest in the weathers I guess it is the change of
1:QSOns. Anyway, they begin to look both ways toward bad weather. Some like
th cold, and sorne like it hot. Some look back on the summer. Some think of
Ite winter ahcad and past winters. Some cuss the fall rains, and others are
th:11 talking about the droughte. And some of thosc peoplc are always claiming

t where thoy were the weather was the worst.

Then anybody gets to talking about dry weather, some traveler ingists on
:ﬁntiOning Greenland Ranch, in Death Valley. For ten years, they had an av-
tiaée rainfall of little over an inch and a half of rain per year, at that sta-

°n in Death Vclley. That is our United States record dry spots

»h Yot that seems sopping wet compared to that place down in Chili, Arics,
STe Mr. Funter tells me, in seventcen years therc was a total rainfall of

B~third of rn inch. There was an average of only 2 hundredths of an inch o

Q;Tr- Just think of it, soventcen years and only onc-third of an inch of rain

to Puf togotner during that timel! Wiy, a child down there might grow ' olmost
Banhood without ever having scen & raine

Compoarc that with the place in India, Chorrapunji, northeast of Cnl~

eutta- wierc rccords keopt for over sixty yocars show an average of 457 inches
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:f rainfall a years That is about:38 feet of rainfall a year. You'll have to
Imit that is a lot of raip for any one place.

wh The nearest to that "we can come in this country is at Glenora, Oregonm,
ere the annual rainfall averages 131 inches, or about 11 feet of rain. But

:Ven in the eastern part of this country we have some wet spots. The record

8lniest station in the East is in‘Macon County, in the mountains of North
olina, aere the average yearly rainfall amountg to a little over 7 fecte

f Now that we are getting along to the season when the snows begin to fly,
%aybe some of us think in terms of snowfall. For deep snows, we turn to the
:"\lntains. And of course snowfall records are not so easy to get. However,
the Sierra liowatains in California seem to be the where the snowfall is the

lckest. One station in California shows 38 feet of snow a year, and another
8out 36 foet. The Cascade mountains of Qregon and Washington have annual
"Mows which are not quite that deepe.

o Just waat is the biggest single snowstorm it is hard to tell, Mr. Hunter
88, because wen it gets started snowing in some of our western states, it

gz-ﬂt scoms to get the habit and koop on snowing more or less continuouslye. In
inier Wntional Park 200 inches of snow fell, in tho course of thres wocks
Ting which it snowcd every daoy practically all daye.

% In the Bast we have considorable snows. The record in the BEast is wcld
Iy & station on the west side of the Adirondack Mountains in New York where
1 inches of snow areo recorded as the yoarly averagce

i ldnybe wost of you would have gucssod vherc tho snowiost and rainiest and
driest spots in the country are, but I am wondering how many of you con tcll
¥ hand ~Frerc it is windiest. And whore tho wind has blown the hardest,
wﬁ:tost on rccords Noutrally, you think of some of those Wost Indian hurricancs
ch somotimes sweop up into our country.

oh And you -rill be gotting into real wind-guage smashing winds when you
hu:.ck up on thosc hurricanes. If you toke in the Porto Rico rocords, that
. Tlcanc on Septomber 13, 1928, which recorded a wind-velocity of 160 miles

o hour before the wind gouge was blowm awvey, beats anything we can show in

t
0?9 continentol United Statese At Miami Beach in the hurrican of 1926, a wind
123 miles an hour velocity was recorded for fivo minutes. Cape Lookout,

g:rth Carolina, in another hurricanc rogistered 125 miles. But the strongest

B4 on record in the United States proper was not along our southern coast,
ta., 28 Mount Waoshington, New Hampshire, where a wind of 140 miles an hour was
egisterad-

‘;in Mount Washington also loads the country in the average speced of the

d the year around. The average at that station is 33 miles an houre The

W
0ds 7nich blow around the top of Pike's Peak in Colorado average only 20 1/2

Uleg an nour on the annual basis,.
sy Wind records are sometimes deceptive. Few people realize, Mr. Hunter
8 hov hard it is to get accurate measurements of the wind!s velocitye



—3-0

It 313 qifficult to get instruments which will exactly keep step with the wind.
ot is, to get an instrument which will move three times as fast, when the
1ag vlows three times as strangy for instance. *

*h But let's look into some other weather recordse. let!s risk another
lver or tvo, and look in the cold weather record. The coldest it has been
;nywhere in this country, proper, is 65 degrees below zero near Miles City,
®ntana, back in January, 1888. But that was an unusually cold year in that
‘eCtiOn, the record that month was 20 degrees below normal, or rather below
¢ mean temmerature for that region at that time of the year. When these
®ather 3ureau men speak of the mean temperature, they mean the average; but

':1‘ anybody wno don't like cold weather, I guess you would ¢all that real mean
&ther.

0f course, in the interior of our territory of Alaska the thermomoter
‘egisters even lower than that. It has been down to 76 degrces below in
aska. Ti:c world's lowest, howecver, was ovoer in northecastern Siberia, whore
t 80t 90 dogrecs below.

r

£ If thc mere thought of any such cold makes you extra chilly, just think
O a momont about that tamperature at Greenland Ranch, in Death Valley on

Buuy 10, 1913, when the thermometer rogistered 134 degroes above, in the shade.
8 t even an ordinary daytiiic summor temperature in Death Valley of 115 is not
Xactly cold.

1 Yet woradoxical as it may secn, the average annual tomperaturc at Green—

egnd Ranch, —hich by the way uscd to be called Furnace Creck Ranch, is lower,

whglcr if you =will, than the avorage annual temperature at Key Wost, Florida,
Ch lays sonc claim to a salubrious climate.

Of course, the averago in Death Valloy is reduced by tho night tempera-
Wes which frll os low as 40 degrscs in wintore
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Q&tg OUNCE{ENT: Te will have cnother chat with the weather mon two wocks from
Ty Y These talks come to you through Station —--- in cooperation with tho
1ted States Department of Agriculturo.
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