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^NOT ̂ FO^R P^UBLIC^ATIO^N

*^This *is *our *time *to *c^hat *with *the *weather *man. *O^ur *old *friend
*Server^, *is *here. *He *has *e^videntl^y *Ъееп *to *the *United *States *Weat^her *B^urea^u

*He *seems *to *^Ъе *all *filled *up *^with *^weather *lore^. *— *What *is *it *t^his *time^,^
*^M^r. *О^Ъ. *Server? *—^- *^Wh^at^'s *on *^your *mind? *--- *^-

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*

*I^'ve *^j^ust *found *o^ut *that^, *as *a *rule^, *our *lo^n^g^-distance, *cross^-the-ocea^ns
*^a
^viators *^spend *considerable *ti^me *at *the *li^brary *of *the *United *States *^leather

*^B^u^reau. *They *study *over *the *da^ily *weather *^maps *prepared *in *this *a^nd *oth^er
*^countries *t^hey *e^xpect *to *fly *over. *^Por *instance^, *flyers *headed *East *across *the

*Atlantic *like *to *get *hold *of *tho *maps *prepared *in *^Ger^m^a^ny *a^nd *^De^nm^ar^k..
*and *ot^her *from *all *the *civili^zed *countrie^s *of *th^o *^world *ar^e *t^horo *i^n *our
*B^ur^eau *li^brary.

*And *tho *li^brarian *tell^s *^mo *he *is *now *loo^kin^g *for *ono *of *thos^e *anciùnt
*ta^bl^ets *of *Ba^bylon, *k^nown *to *contain *w^eather *proverbs *of *somo *thr^e^e *or

*^four *thousand *years *a^go *written *in *t^hoso *^queer *cuneiform *c^haract^ers *bakod *in
*^t^h^e *clay.

*^From *t^h^o *bricks *of *Babylon *to *t^h^e *latest *airplan^e *fli^ght; *that *^gives *you
*^so^me *idea *of *the *r^an^go *of *weather *in^formation *in *th^e *field *of *the *U^» *S. *^ï^ïcath^or
*^Bu^r^eau *Library. *In *fact^, *th^at *library *is *tho *world^'s *^great^est *coll^ect^ion *of
*^mo^dern *weat^her *science *^books^, *p^eriodic^als, *^and *daily *woathor *records. *On
*^l^e^ather^, *it *outr^anks *the *Library *of *Con^gress *^and *othor *great *li^br^ari^es *of *the

*One *of *the *problems *of *tho *librarian *is *to *find *space *for *tho *big
*of *'bound *copi^es *of *the *daily *woathor *m^aps *publish^ed *in *all *civili^zed
*and *^which *must *bo *ready *for *изо *^at *^a^ny *timo.

*You *soe, *^wh^ii^a *som^e *o^f *us *ca^n *^ju^st *t^oko *the *^wo^athor *^as *she *co^mes^, *but
*^f
°^r *thoso *^r^rith *busin^ess *arf^*^cted *^by *tho *^weathor^, *tho *Wo^ath^or *Buro^au *libr^ary *is

*^a
 *^voritablo *treasur^e- *1 *rovo^.

*It *was *used *e^xtensively *during *the *^World *War *for *loo^king *up *climatic
*^i^n^formatio^n *about *^m^any *parts *of *Europe *in *order *to *properly *plan *^mili^tary
*^o^p^erations^, *^make *proper *provision, *in *t^he *w^ay *of *^clothing *for *soldiers, *and
*^t^h^e *li^ke^.

*It *is *used *from *day *to *day *by *those *going *abroad^, *and *^by *merchants
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^C^h^i^ppi^ng ̂goods to forei^gn co^u^ntrie^s^» ^Merchants ^want to ̂kno^w whet^her shipments
^S^u^sceptible to certain ty^pes of climatic damage ̂ will encô û nter that kind of

^before thê y reach their destination. But come into the lî brary
me. I ̂w^a^nt you to meet ̂Mr^. *Talma^n. Mr. *C. *F. *Talman is the librarian of
*U. S. *^ï^ïeather Bureau. He has charge of this stron^gest m^eteorological *col^-^

*^| 6̂ction *^in ̂t^he ̂world. Incidentally^, the two hû ndred small branch libraries
*^*^°^cated at the two hundred ̂ Weather Bureau Stations scattered throû ghout the
^co^u^ntry are also u^nder his *^dire^dtion. And in his spar̂ e timê , he is compiling
0̂̂ 5̂ 1 ̂encyclope^dic weather dictionary^, of more tĥ â n fifteen thoû sâ nd weath^er terms,
^D^eludin^g slang, dial^ect, and scientific names for w^eather phenomenâ . He calls
^that diction^ary his life hobby and sâ ys h^o coll^ect *woathor *torms as some *othor
^P^eople collect posta^g^e st^amps.

He ̂fi^gures that it may bo some *yoars b^efore that *u^niquo diction^ary is
*̂ f̂ l^nished^, ̂but in tĥ e meantime each of *tho d^efinitions collect^ed is filed on a

and the coll^ection is in daily uso as a ready *roforonco to *stra^n^go *w^oathor
which crop up in *tho work of *tho ŵ eatĥ er scientists.

Of cours^e, on̂ e of *tho chî ef us^es of *tho *^Wcathor *^Buroau libr̂ ary is for
sci^entific purposes. *^Tho ̂ very ĥ eart of *tho coll^ection is the part of

lî b̂ r̂ â ry devoted to the science of ̂ meteorology proper. It is not only used
^y the scientists of the U. *S. Weather Bureau itself and other scientists who

*co^me to t̂ he B̂ ureau for information, but it lends scientific books to proper
^A^ccredited scientific people all over the country.

About one^-third of the whole collection of books in the ̂ Weather Bureau
are bou^nd volu^mes of scientific periodicals includin̂ g publications in
*, ̂French^, ̂German, Italian̂ , D̂ utch, ̂R^ussian, Mâ gyar, Japanese and other

tô n̂ ĝ ues.

Anot^her department of the *li^b^f^cary ̂has some ten thousand books giving
^D^escriptions and statistics of climate in all parts of the world. For inst^ance,
tĥ e Weather Bureau of India, wh^er^e rainf̂ all is often a ̂ matter of lif^e and dê ath
t^o the people^, issues each year a bound volu^me of rainfall d̂ ata that is as *bfg

^an unabrid^g^ed dictionary and weighs nearly twelve pounds. One of his *haunt-
nightm^ares^, ̂Mr^. *Talman says, is wĥ at that filo of volu^mes will be lik̂ e in

^e *yoar 5000. ̂ Germany, also has a ̂great *doal of weather, and leave^s none of
^unr^ecord^ed^. ̂The British ̂ are lavish publish^ers of weather st^atistics^. *^Tho

*wo^at^hor e^x^perts are now tryin̂ g to make up for lost timo^, with the pub-
cation of *woath^or statistics for their vast territory.

^W^eat^her as a *scionce^, *howovor, is comparativ^ely young. As ̂ an organiz^ed
*8^clenc^e it e^xtends only to about tĥ e middl^e of tĥ e nin̂ et̂ ê enth ĉ entury. But
*^*h^en you realî ẑ e that for years th^ere *havo be^en more than *thrity thousand *ob-
^S^erv^ers in dî ff̂ er̂ ent parts of *tho world making obs^ervations two or thr̂ oe ti^m^es

*tho volû tî le of statistics already accû mulat̂ ed is tremendouŝ .

But *th^o collections of books on *tho *w^oathor at *tho U^. *S. *Woathor *^Buro^au
back f̂ ar *boyond tĥ e timo of tel^egr^aphi^c *w^oath^cr r^eports and systematic

It goes back *boyond tĥ at fir^st att^empt at *tho coll^ection of
data through the *cooporation of *sovor^nl obs^erv^ers in Italy in 1654.
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Mr. *Talman s^ho^wed me a treatise o^n t̂ he ̂weather ̂pu^blished *Ъ^у old Al^bert^us
in 1494. ̂ T^hat was ̂Just a paraphrase of the first scientific treatise

*^°^f^c the weat^her written *Ъ^у the ̂ Greek philosopher, Aristotle more than three hun̂ -̂
^t^ed years ̂ before the Christia^n era.

He also showed me ̂a. weather ̂ journal of the ̂ Rev. Wî n. Morie in ̂which ̂were
^R^ecorded the weather condit^ions in his locality in ̂Engla^nd day by d̂ â y from
*̂ Î S
^37 to 1̂ 3̂ 44. ^The first ̂ weather records ̂ kept in A^merica as far as is kno^wn were

*^^^Iso kept by a ̂minister^, the ̂Rev. *Johan *Ca^mpanius. He kept a weath^er r^ecord
*^^^У ̂by day in the little Swedish colony of ̂ New Sweden near the pres^ent sito of
*̂ "̂ il̂ mî n̂ gton̂ , ̂D̂ el̂ awar̂ ê , for tĥ e years 1644 and 1645̂ .

At that time^, ^meteorological instr^u^ments w^ere in their ̂ earli^est infâ nĉ y,
•̂ '•̂ ĥ ero w^ere no instrum^ents used and no accurato ̂measur^em^ents r^ecorded. Th^ey
*^*^e^re ̂j^ust e^veryday obs^ervation^s of tĥ e gener^al condition of tĥ e w^eather at that
^P^l^aco. Old books such as those ̂journ^als ̂may throw *somo lî ght on wh^eth^er or not

have bo^on any changes in our climat̂ e, but for tĥ e most p^art they are
of an̂ tiq̂ û arian int^er^est.

Mr. *^Tal^m^an ̂says, howev^er, that som^e of the m^et^eorological libraries
surpaŝ s our *̂ U. S. Ŵeather Bure^au library in tĥ e matt̂ er of antiquiti^es,

very fê w of thô r̂ n. As far as *modorn works on the ̂ weather are concern^ed, *tho
libr^ary of the U. *S. *Woathcr Bureau, with its nearly fifty thousand volu^m^es,

^without doubt tĥ e larg^est ̂ and strongest m^et^eorological coll^ection in *tho
*^Whot^>_^or it is old or n^ow, if it concerns *th^o *woathor in ̂ any of its many

v^aried ramifications from prehistoric *woathor legends to *tho lat^est ̂ effort
long rango forecasting it has a place in our groat *r^oeorvoir of weath^er

at Washington.

*******

Ô ur old *friond, Ob. S^erver sco^r^ns to *havo ̂ en^joyed hi^s visit to
*gr^oatest weather library in *t^h^o world. It is ĉ ertaî nly good to ̂know ̂Ther^e^
^find *tho facts. ̂ —^— This timo two *^wooks from tod̂ â ŷ , with tĥ e *cooporation of
United Stat^es ̂D^ep^artm^ent of Agricultur̂ e, Station ^will prosont

of *thoso chats ̂with *tho *woathor man.
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