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^FO^R BRO^ADCAST USE Ô NL̂ Y

Spea^king ̂Tim̂ e 10 *̂ liinuteŝ .

*A^MOU^NCE^M^EN^Tt And no^w for ̂anoth^er chat ̂ with one of the ̂ weather men of the
United St^ates *^ï^ïeather Burê â u. As you knô ŵ , Station pre^sents these
weather chats prepar^ed ̂b^y the U^nited States De^partment of Agriculture once
every two w^eeks. *^Tho chat today is â bout the effect of weather on the crops
and how we find out about it.

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*

Yes^, sir, tod^ay w^e are ^going to talk â bout last ̂week^'s ̂we^athe^r^*

M̂any of us think of t̂ ĥ e ̂wê â t̂ her that î s ̂pâ st ̂â s about â s uselê ss as
last year̂ 's ̂ bird's nest. Ŵe are r̂ ê â dy ê nô û gh to t̂ alk about the weather we
are ̂gettin^g right now^» And we keep a ŝ harp ear open for the forecast of tĥ ê
weather that will be soon^* — ^That com̂ in̂ g wê ather m̂ ay upset some of our planŝ .̂
— But many of us never gi^ve a second thought to the weather that is gone^«

Y^et when yô u stop to think of it, the weather lâ st week had its effects
on the crop^s here^, there, â nd everywhere. Thî s crop may have ̂ been helped by
rain. Tĥ at crop may have been ̂da^maged by drought. Ĵ ust ̂ what did the weatĥ er
last week do to the crops?

Of coursê , any wide awâ ke f̂ armer knoŵ s what effect the ŵ eather ̂has had
on hî s crops, â nd on other crops *ijn his neighborhood. But how about other
places where these sâ me ̂ crops are ̂ rais^ed? In these c^omplicated ̂ days of dis-
tâ nt markets and commerci^alized f̂ armin̂ g, a f̂ â r̂ mer may ̂fî nd t̂ ĥ e mark̂ et price
he gets for hî s ̂ stuff boo^sted ̂up *o^jr pû ŝ hed doŵ n ̂ by ̂ what happens to other farm-
ers crops a thousâ nd ̂ miles or more^- â wâ ŷ *

If we ĥ ad no way of gettî n̂ g a complete pictur^e of what tĥ e ŵ eather does
to crops in all parts of the country, ̂unscrup^ulous speculators might be able
to start rû mors to force down *^n^arket priĉ ê s without ĉ â usê « I say, if ̂ we had
no accuratê , reliabl^e pictur^e *^q^g^f what the weather did to crops all over the
country, such rumors ̂mi^g^ht easî ly be cirĉ ulated̂ , and all ô ur ̂ markets might at
times fall victi^ms to such false r^eports^« ̂ Fortunat^ely^, t̂ he ŵ ê ê kly weather and
crop ^bulletins issued by t̂ he United Stat^es ̂Wea^ther Burê â u for̂ estall any such
ru^mors that may get abroad« ̂Tho^se ̂b^ull^etins ĝ î ve us t̂ he crô p ^weather picture.



^- ̂2 ̂-

Mr^. *J. B^. *^Kincer, ̂who ̂has char̂ ge of ̂that ̂wor^k^, t̂ ell̂ s how we get those
^b^ulletins â bô ut the ^weather and what it hâ s done to crops in all parts of the
cô untrŷ .

Besides the rê ĝ ular Weather B̂ ureau o^bserve^rs, the Bureau has thousands
of ĉ rop correspondents who report the weat̂ her and its effect in their local-
ities^. Tâ ke the weather this week̂ , for ê xâ m̂ ple. You can look around and see
what effect it is hâ ving o^n pastureŝ , and crops of one kind or another^» Cer-
tain farm^ers i^n nearl̂ y every locality will do ̂ just that this week, as they do
every week. ̂ They will note conditions tô -daŷ , and tomorrow^, up to Monday af-
ternoon. ^Each of those weather and crop correspondents, by Monday night^, will
drop a post^-card in the ̂bo^x telling about the weather effect on crops in his
community^, during the week ending that afternoon. ^Farmers from Maine to Cali-
fornia will do the same thing. Meteorologists will summari^ze those thousands
of com̂ ments into a weekly crops and weather report for each state which will
be wired out from the Weather Bureau headquarters at ̂ Washington at 10 ô 'clock
sharp next ̂Wed^nesd^a^y mornin^g^; ̂ just as was a similar weekly summary last Wed-
nesday and every *ïïednesday.

^Yes, tĥ at̂ 's right. ^The weather and crop correspondent m̂ ails his post
card Monday afte^rnoon, and about 24 hours later the complete sû mmary co^vering
all the country is in print and ready for the wires giving the full â nd ac-
curate word picture of crops and weather for the week ending Monday after^noon.
^And shortly after that, you probably hear it over tĥ e radio.

Of cour̂ se, I ŝ hould have said tĥ at all those post cards ar̂ e not mailed
direct to Washington. Our ̂ mails â re pretty fast̂ , but not that fast. The crop
correspondents send their ̂ reports by mail to their State or section centers,
*Meterologists at tĥ e section centers ŝ ummar̂ î ze those reports and forward the
summary for that section to Washin^gton by t̂ elegrapĥ .

Mr. *Kincer says that some ̂ section centers have as high as 1500 weather
and crop co^rrespondents in the State to supply the reports on the effects of
the weather ̂ in that one part of country.

In caŝ e the farme^r cooperating in this ̂ work lives too far from the
State center for his card ̂ mailed Monday afternoon to reach the State center
over night^, he ̂ mails his card to the ne^arest weather bureau station. That
^weather station speeds the information for̂ ŵ ard by wire. ^All reports showin̂ ĝ
conditions up to ̂Mond^ay ̂afternoon ̂must be in the State cent̂ er ̂ea^rly Tuesd̂ ay
^morning. The complete report giving tĥ e weatĥ er for the past week and its
effect on the crops as observed by pr^actical farmers â nd other e^xperts ̂will
be issued promp^tly ̂ at 10 ô 'clock ̂W^ednesda^y. And, by t̂ he waŷ , t̂ hese thoû ŝ â nds
of correspondents furnish reports week *aftor ŵ ê ek ̂and yê ar ̂â fter year as ̂ â
public service, ^without expens^e to "Uncl̂ e Ŝ am".

I s^aid tĥ at bull^etin gives ̂ a compl^ete picture of weather ̂ and its eff^ect
o^n crops in this country. But Mr. *Kincer tells m^e i^t does more tĥ ô n tĥ at.
The ŵ eekly crop ̂â nd ̂wê ather b̂ ull̂ etin ̂ also tolls ̂ what the ̂weatĥ er has don̂ e to
crops in some ot̂ her countries.

However^, this weekly crop ̂and ̂w^e^ather report i^s not tĥ e only ŝ ervi co
desig^ned to keep down wild ̂ w^eather t̂ â l̂ k whiĉ h mig^ht up̂ -set m̂ â rkets and hurt
priĉ es.



^— 3 *^»^•

At ̂Ne^w Orle^ans ̂t^here is al̂ so pu^blish^ed a ̂wee^kl^y cotton r^egion "bulletin,
a^nd at Chica^go a corn a^nd wheat region ̂b^ul^l^eti^n^» ̂Each State center ̂ p^ublishes
a local weather and crop summar^y giving information in more detail as to con-
ditions in that particular State or secti^on^«

^Then there is a weekly cattle-re^gion bulletin published at several
central points in the western ̂gra^zing countr^y. As M^r. ̂R^incer ê xplainŝ , our
range lands cover a lot of co^untry^. One section ma^y get a severe drou^ght^«^
Another section *шау get enough rain to supply more than enough food for live-
stoc^k in that section. Under such circu^msta^nces^, Mr. *Kincer points out̂ , livê -̂
stock ̂ men may ship thê ir stock from unfavorable to more favorable regions^. So
you see livestock ̂ men often need to know the weather a^nd r^ange conditions in
all parts of a ̂wide ar̂ ea. ̂Then^, too, bankers who lend ̂ money to livestock
raisers may need information on weather a^nd range conditions in deciding on
loans^«

^With hî ghly speculative crops like cotton â nd grain it is important to
keep even closer c^heck than can b^o had from reports by the regular ̂ Weather
Bureau stations and observers^. ^For that reason̂ , all during the growi^n^g season
in the grain and cotton regions a daily wi^r^e ser̂ vice is maintained. Each
mornin^g in addition to the reĝ ular *ïïeather Bureau reports, each of the district
centers in the Cotton B^elt and in the Corn and ̂Wh^eat regions gets special
telegrams ̂givin^g the details as to rainfall, tem^perature, â nd the like from a
special corps of observers scatt^ered *thro^tigh each district.

Mr. *^Kincer ê xplains that thô se extra observers are local men who ĥ ave
been e^quipped ̂ with standard weather instru^ments. ̂ They report to their district
center. There are thi^rteen of those district centers in tĥ e Cotton B^elt and
thirteen others in the Corn â nd ̂ Wheat regions^»

The observ^ations ̂m^ade by these men supply the detailed fî gures as to
actual we^ather conditions^. The ̂ effect of the weather on the chief crops in
all parts of t̂ he country is noted in the summaries given in the weekly weather
and crop service about which we have alrê ady spoken.

And so it is quite a big ̂ job to k̂ eep track of the ŵ eather that has been
and tĥ e effect it has

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*

Â N̂ NÔ UNĈ EM̂ ENT; Two ŵ eeks from now Station will hav̂ e ̂ another of these
chats with some of tĥ e other weatĥ er men of the United States ̂ Weather Bureâ û .
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