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AHOUNCRENT: TLet's have a chat with the Weather Man, Our old frieand, Ob.
S,eI'VeI', has been talking with cfficials of the United States Weather Bureau
a%0ut gome of this unusual weather, we've been having. Wow he ig ready to

tell ug about it ——-— Well, Nr. Ob. Server? ———

BRRESEER

_ I venture to say some of us will be tallking about tiis winter's
Weatlher for years to come.

Of course, one of the most usual things the weather does is to be
Wnisual . Recently, however, it seems to asve been unusually warusual.

Take the weather on January 21, for instance. On that day, climati-

;ally speaking, New Yorkers were living in iugusta, Georgia; Chicago wes at
icksburg, Mississippi; Columbus, Ohio, was living in Montgomery, Alebema,
84 Taghington, D. C. was climatically down in Florida and Keoiulz, Iowa was
3l Gelveston, Texas. That is those northern cities were getiing the temper-

ature wsual in those southern places at that time of the year.

X ind while the entire eastern half of these United States yore getting abe
0113011y warm weather, running some twenty degrees warmer than usucl, lolks
12 prris of the wegt were getting weather that was 10 degrees colder than
201:;101 for that time of the year. And, you recall, that wara weatler in the
Sast ond abnormzlly cold weather in the West was not just for a day or so.

e averages for the early winter have been record breakers,

Weather Burean w0 was srowling ne a few

days 080 just how unusunl that umusual peather has been, seemed considcrably
MOrried ab that time. Nr. Kincer is calef of the Buremu's division of agrieul-
turag meteorology and gets the reports on the effect of weathcr oa the crops.

® soid wo needed cooler weather. He figured that tho buds on mony frult trees
1Ia the castern half of the country were coming out too much for selety. FHe
Vo8 afraid they might get so far out, they would be killed off by o sudden
Ouch of normally cold weather.

Mr. J. B. Kincer, of the U.S.

her to fruit in tho Eest reminded hin of the
t through in tho West corlier in
ves in California

Ia Decembor,

. The denger of warm weat
d?-n@cr from cold weather which the fruit wen
o vinter. You moy recell, snow fell in orange and lomon gro

the middle of December and in the latter part of November.

big lemon grove had five inches of snow,
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out In connection with the Nove:sber cold in California, Mr, Kincer pointed
fore'co ue a neat piece of work by the Fruit Frost Service of the Burean. The
g caster sent out by radio warning that within less than 48 hours there would
YS{heneed for heaters in orchards to protect the fruit from frost and ¢old dama Bge .
D that warning was broadcast, ’ﬁmever, the weather was warm znd cloudy and
oo unstlspecting orchard owners didinot "listem in": F"earing tiis might be so
o men in the fruit frost service of the Weather Bureai called up the managers
pe.eVery citrus packing house in tetitral and southern Californis and gave them
Tsonal warning of the coming low temperatures. These msnagers got busy re-
ﬁgg’lng the warning to their growors, orchard stoves were filled up, and cvery-
dmné: prepared for the cold snap. As a result, mich frull was aaved, but the

age was horvy where there was little protection, —---—-

fop That was practically at the beginning of a winter which has broken records
re ccld weather in meny parts of the West, at the same time it has Imung up new
Cords for mildness in the Eastern half of the country.
£y It is mch the same story in regard to smowfall. The Bast during the
TSt two months of winter hag been remarkably free from snow. T:¢ grass was
In the California

8
m;cill green in southern Michigan past the middle of Jamuarye
Wtaing, on the other hand, there was an unusually heavy snow fall of 9 to

1 .
Qi‘f‘eet ofi the ground in the latter part of December. And when formers in
thwestern Iowa were snowbound, those in the southeastern part of the same

2te were reported as mud-bound.
and- western
heve had.

is cool
it is

e However, that wide difference between weathor in the eastern
2ves of this country is the most uaual thing about tiis weather ve
8 & rule, when the East is cool the West is warm, and when tae Test

3
a.‘:: Bast is warm. When it is abnormal one way in ome part of the covalry,
‘Ormal the other way in some other part of the country.

you can’t even count on that.
try. No Stete in the
New lexico had exactly

Last But, as you Xmow from recent experiez'lge»
Ao .‘/‘ear was exceptionally warm everywhere 1 the coun
or 1 had an average temperature below normal in 193l.

Wal, but every other State averaged above normal.

On the other hand, in 1930, year before last, we had tle driest year on

!‘ecord, Last year, however, was cutstanding as a year of nomal roinfall.
erly five states had above normal amount of rain. Most had just about normal;
-CCpt part of the Southeastern States, Georgla in particular, ond , of course,
"tona ond South Dakota, where the rainfall wes the leagt on recerd.

an count on the years averagtng up.
bound to come down,' you might figure
having will be followed by cold weather.
ell,

Oy tn Now maybe you are thinking we C
that e theory that "all that goes up 1s
the warm weather the Fast has been
the unugual cold weather in the Test by & warm 8p

Wy But weather forecasting is not such a gsimple thing- as that. The
Qi‘lgs of temperature from day to day, week to week, month to montl: and year
Jear are so irregular that Mr. Kincer tolls me they are of little help in

Qe tual forecasting.

For instance, wth two months of unusually warm or wnususlly cold weather,

. -
”Q:i: of us might be tempted to guess that February will be considercbly the
V thor Bureau officials have dug up the past

°T way. lr. Kjncer and other We=z
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iZIeCOI‘ds of such conditions. Taey sey that judging by pagt records, the
Yhges of this February being warmer or colder than usual secn to be just about

S50

aq You probably have noticed yourself when we have rain one day there is

1:1 i’Ct."L'e rmore chante therc will be rain the next, The weatlior secms to run
_Seriks. Since 1918 we have been liaving a series of warm years. Yot no one

y 1 Say just when a gseries of cold yuors may sot in, Weather is o highly

;:‘riﬂbl'e proposition; whothet you talde it by thedays week, month, or year.

t, O opparently irregular eVen in 1ud {rrogularities. If therc is ony order
Buch changes it is still undetected sxd unusable for practicnl long range

Q:"‘ecc‘.st:!.:ag..

aly . The meteorologists of the Unitled States Weather Burean study all avg;!l..
vrore%cords for any helps in naking forecasts, but as yet accurate weather

to Casts mist be based on actual weather in sight and are made cnly sone 36
48 hourg in advance of the arrival of the predicted weather conditions in

t
he tefl‘r.:H:ory for which the foreccst is made.

e SRR

'b}_"OUI\TCEmgNT: You have just listened to the chat with the Teather ilan presented
Lo Stetion in cooperation with the United States Devcrtument of

gticl11‘(-1).1'e. Ve will have ancther chat .a the weather two woeks from tcday.:

e A



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

ERRATA NOTICE

One or more conditions of the original document may affect the quality of the image,
such as:

Discolored pages
Faded or light ink
Binding intrudes into the text

This has been a co-operative project between the NOAA Central Library and the Climate
Database Modernization Program, National Climate Data Center (NCDC). To view the
original document, please contact the NOAA Central Library in Silver Spring, MD at
(301) 713-2607 x124 or Library.Reference@noaa.gov

HOV Services

Imaging Contractor

12200 Kiln Court
Beltsville, MD 20704-1387
July 23,2010



