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*^PO^H *B^RO^ADCAS^T *USE *ОЩ.^У

*Spea^ki^n^g *^Time: *8 *^Mi^s^âte^s.

*^Ш^Т^О^Ш^СШЕ^Н^Т: ̂ No^w for a^nother of t^hose chat^s ̂ w^ith the we^ather ̂ man of the
U^nited States ̂ Weathe^r B^ureau^, ̂ A^s *^Ще poet ̂ sa^ys^, *"^t^fhat is ^so r^are as a day
in ̂ Ju^ne. ̂ Then^, if *e^y^er, co^me per^fect days." Ho^wever^, with some of ^u^s^,^
it is always too hot^, or too cold^, or too wet^, or too dry —*̂ •

*^D^r. *W^, *J. *^H^u^mphreys, *chief *of *the *d^i^visio^n *of *metero *lo^gic^al
*physics *of *the *U^nited *States *^Weather *Bu^re^a^u^, *sa^y^s *a *lot *of *folks *ar^e *l^ike
*that^. *I^n *J^a^nuary *a^nd *^Feb^ruary, *they *lon^g *for *the *good *old *su^mmer *time.
*^Then *wh^e^n *Ju^l^y *^a^nd *^A^u^g^u^st *c^o^m^a^, *t^h^e^i^r *lo^ve *o^f *^su^m^m^er *wi^lts *wi^th *their *co^l^-^
*lars^, *a^nd *th^e^y *a^re *^not *^so *ho^t *fo^r *hot *weath^er^. *^Even *Ju^n^e^, *you *w^ill *pro^b^«^
*a^bly *ad^mit, *has *its *off *d^ay^s^.

*In *o^ur *chilly, *pessimi^stic *mo^m^ents *^we *^are *apt *to *look *back *with *re^-^
*gret *tow^ard *th^e *times *in *the *^dim *and *dista^nt *past *when *this *old *eart^h *^.of
*o^urs *had *a *decidedly *different *clinate.

*^Рог *instance, *wh^at *a *glorious *wo^rld *this *must *have *bee^n *whe^n *the
*temperature *in *the *^Arctic *regions *was *mild *and, *a^s *the *geologists *tell *ue,
*semi^-tropic *plants *grew *in *^Gre^e^nland, *a^nd *in *Labrador, *and *in *Icela^nd, *and
*o^n *what *are *now *the *ice^-co^vered *wastes *o^f *the *A^ntarctic!

*^But *^Dr^, *^ELmphreys *^says *that *weather *wa^sn^H *so *nice *t^hen *after *all.

*^E^ven *on *a *hot *sum^m^er *day^, *few *of *us *would *long *for *a *very *long *spell
*of *such *^clim^ate *a^s *that *back *in *the *ice *^a^ges *wh^en, *the *e^vidence *shows^,^
*great *sh^eet^s *^of *ice *covered *^mo^st *of *^North *A^merica *dow^n *to *central *Penn^sy^L^.^
*^va^ni *a^, *the *low^er *parts *of *wh^at *we *now *call *Ohio, *India^na, *Illinois, *Iowa,
*and *all *the *^Rock^y *mo^u^nt^ains; *while *in *^E^urope *th^e *ice *covered *all *Scotland
*and *the *Scandinavia^n *Fenninsula *a^nd *even *stretched *as *far *^south *as *the
*Alps.

*Well^, *th^at *was *too *m^uch *ice.
*enough *to *^ma^ke *yo^u *shiver^,

*The *very *thought *of *it *is *almost

*Parado^xical *as *it *^may *sound^, *^Dr. *^H^ump^h^reys *says *the *weather *in *this
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old ̂ worl^d ̂ was ̂ no^t n^ea^rl^y as bad ^at that ti^ne ̂ a^s you m^ight t^hin^k^. ^Then
t^hose condition^s ^actually ^e^xi^sted^, tho^u^s^ands upon thou^sa^nd^s o^f y^e^ars ^ago^,^
th^er^e was too m^ich ice in w^h^at i^s n^ow the ̂ U^nit^ed S^t^ates and E^u^rop^e^«

But that icy coverin^g o^f north^er^n ̂ E^u^rop^e and ̂ A^m^erica ̂ bad its com^-^
pens^ations^. *Tho de^s^ert ^"^flourish^ed ^and b^lossomed a^s the rose^." Plac^es
in northern ^Africa^, in ̂ Ar^abia^, a^nd in o^ur o^wn S^out^h^w^est that ̂ are ̂ no^w^
de^serts w^ere well water^ed^, w^ell^-cov^er^ed ^with ve^getation, ^and filled with
^an ab^u^n^dance of anim^al life^«

As for the tropic^al re^gions^, ^Dr. H^u^mp^hreys ̂ fi^g^ures that they were
not ̂ much cooler tha^n now^, while the s^e^mi^-tropical and desert region^s were
^m^uch ̂ more fruitful tha^n at present. It was only the hi^gher lati^tudes that
w^ere u^ninha^bita^ble.

^But while the re^turn of suc^h an ice age would have its advantages
for some of the less favored spots of the world today^, so much ice would
be disa^strous to the reg^ions where human ci^viliza^tion is now most produc^-^
tive ̂ and flourishes best. ^There would be too mich ice even for those who
^g^et heated up over mid-^sum^mer weather.

On the other hand, how about the *tirae when the now ice e^ncrusted
e^nds of our earth were free from ice? *^fhat would things be like if we
wore back i n one of those *perioi s when Arctic and Antarctic regions en -̂̂
^joyed a ^moderate to war^m cli^mat^e? ^Acc^ordin^g to th^e g^eolog^i^st^s^, you ^kn^ow^,^
our world has gone through se^veral long p^eriod^s or ice age^s during which
for thousands of years our land was largely ice covered. ^Then the ic^e^
wo^uld ^melt back near^er and nearer the poles until it w^a^s all gone.

In fact, I gather from what ^Dr. Hu^mphrey says that we are ^Just
now approaching the end of the most r^ecent ice age, which was in full
swing ten or twenty or thirty thousand years ago. Our polar ice is
meltin^g faster than it is ^being for^med. That is^, the heat we get from the
sun in *su^m^ner melts ̂ more ice than is formed by the snows of winter.

Al^l right, suppose we had already reached another of those *icelese
^a^ges whe^n ̂ t^he top of ou^r world was covered with lu^x^uria^nt vegetation. Dr^,^
Hu^mphrey ^says that total absence of ice would be far worse than a^nother
ice ^ag^e.

In the fir^st place, there would be le^ss contrast between the e^qua^-^
to^r^tai regions ̂ a^nd ̂ the poles. It is that contrast between the heat of the
tropics and the cold air of the pol^es ̂ th^at ̂ gives us our pres^ent vigorous
circulation of air^. If the difference in temperature was much less *^>than
it is, the winds would be lighter, a^nd storms less fr^equ^ent *^l^^^nd less v îo-
lent^, rains would be relatively spar^se^, a^nd cloud^s wo^uld be fe^w, and te^m^-^
p^eratures wou^ld be high^.

^That doesn^'t ̂ sou^nd like su^d^a a ba^d wor^ld to liv^e in does it? ^But
wait a ̂ minute^, u^ntil ̂ Dr. Hu^mp^hreys get^s ̂ throu^g^h t^ellin^g us ̂ a^bout this world
w^ithout A^roti o or A^nta^rctic ic^e^*

A^ll ̂ t^he middl^e part of th^e wo^rld, the tr^op^ic^al regions^, ̂ ho *saye^»^
^would sti^l^l have ra^i^n^s of th^e t^hu^n^der^sto^r^m t^y^pe *eu^e^h ̂ a^s they ^now ha^v^e^, ^b^u^t^
tho^s^e, ^would bo fe^w^er of *the^m.^~^-^<^How I ca^n hear ̂ so^m^e of ^a^y frie^n^d^s f^rom ^the
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tropic^s say ̂ t^hat *wouldn^H *Ъе so bad eit^her^»

The hi^g^her lati^tudes^, sa^y fro^n a^bout 60 de^grees on ̂ North^, ̂ wo^uld
^have fog and dri^zzle.

^Fron souther^n ̂ Florid^a to northern ̂ Ne^wfou^ndla^nd^, from *^M0rocco to
^En^gland^, all the continent of ̂ Asia^, Chi^na, Japan, and all of southern
Africa, ̂ a^nd ̂ New Z^ealand^, all th^e world now wealthie^st and ̂ n^est a^b^undantly
i^nh^a^bited^, ̂ Dr. ̂ H^u^m^phreys says, would *Ъе *seni^-arid to desert. ^The North
and South pole ̂ night *Ъе clothed in lu^x^uriant vegetation and ^might en^joy
a ̂ ni Id *cli^nate, ^but the part of the world we thi^n^k of as "our world"
would be pretty thoro^ughly ^baked.

The cli^mate in an i cele ss age would b^e *n^uch worse than anything
we now ̂ k^now, even in the ^middle of a hot ^Fourth of J^uly. And another ice
a^ge climate would be only a little less tole^rable.

So you see^, no ^natter what you na^y think of the weather, this
world that ̂ we are livin^g in is ^nighty hard to beat.

As Dr. H^u^mphreys points out, fron the sta^ndpoint of plant a^nd â n -̂̂
*i^nal life, a^nd us *hu^nan ̂ beings^, the best age of all ages, cli^matica^lly
speaking, is an age like the ^present. ^That is^, a^n ̂ a^ge wh^en t^here is
e^nough ice to c^aus^e a good vigorous circulation of air a^nd plenty of rain^-^
^f^all, but not too ^r^auch.

So no matt^er whether it blows hot or cold^, or ^J^ust doesn^'t blow^,^
*re^ne^r^iber it h^as been worse^, *^n^uch wor^s^e, sever^al *tinos in th^e history of
this old world of ours^« ^We see^n to *havo land^ed on this *bost world ^wo
^k^now ̂ at the *bost possibl^e tino.

^*^*^**^*^*^*^*^*^*^*

*А^ШС^С^ТСЕ^М^ЩТ; *^ï^ïo will hav^e anoth^er ch^at with *^|^he weath^er n^an two w^eeks
fro^m today. These *ta^u^cs are brought to you ̂ by Station
in cooperation with the ^United Stat^es *Depa^rt^nent of Ag^riculture.



National Oceanic and Atmo^spheric Administration

ERRATA NOTICE

One or more conditions of the original document may affect the quality of the image,
such as:

Discolored pages
Faded or light ink
Binding intr^udes into the text

This has been a co-operative project between the *NOAA Central Library and the Climate
Database Modernization Program, National Climate Data Center *(NCDC). To view the
original document, please contact the *NOAA Central Library in Silver Spring^, *MD at
(301) 713-2607 *xl24 or L*ibrarv*.Reterence^f^r^f^tnoaa.^gov

*HOV Services
Imaging Contractor
12200 Kiln Court
*Beltsville, *MD 20704-13 87
July 23, 2010


