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Ŝ peâ kî n̂ ĝ , Time ; 10 Min^u^tes^,

RÊ L̂ Ê AŜ E F̂̂ riday, N̂ovê m̂ ber 2̂̂ 5,1̂ 93̂ ,̂

(̂ FÔ R B̂ RÔ Â DĈ AŜ T Û Ŝ E *Ô Ĥ Î Y)

OP^E^NIN^G A^N^NOU^NCEMEN^T; ^Now f^er a^no^t^her chat with the Weather Mâ n̂ . ^Yo^ur old friend^,^
*ОЪ. Server, ̂ has ̂ been to the ̂Unite^d States ̂ Weather B̂ ureau, has tal̂ ked ̂ with the
scientists there^, and is now ̂goi^ng to tell ̂ you a ̂ few thin^gs between the lines of
our dail^y ̂ weat^her forecast.

—*ooOoo—

You read the ̂d^ail^y weather forecast at a glance. Or you hear it in a ̂ brief
moment at the radio.

It is a *sh^ert, si^mple state^ment of what we ̂ may e^xpect in the way of weather.

It ̂may ̂just ̂say ̂"^Fair â nd war^mer^" or ̂ "^Slightly^-colder" as the case ̂ma^y ̂be.
But Mr. I. *^R. *Tannehill, of the ̂ Forecast ̂ Division of the United ̂ States Weather
Bureau, ̂ says that even such si^mple ̂st^ate^ments ar^e often ̂misinter^pret^ed, ̂because a
lot of peopl^e don^'t understa^nd when it is to ̂ be.

^Those are not mere ̂ vague ̂ generalities, as some seem to thin^k. If the fore-
cast says ̂"colder^" or ̂"^warmer,*^" it refers to a ve^ry definite time of the day.
"Colder^" ^means for instance that the te^mperat^ure tomorrow evening at ̂ 8 o^'cloc^k^
sharp, Eastern Standard Ti^me, will be lower than at ̂ 8 o'clock toni^ght.

And you will probably r^ead that in yo^ur paper or hear it by radio this
afternoon^, saŷ . In other words, in ma^king that prediction the forecaster really
forecasts two te^mperatures^; what it will ̂ be at ̂ 8 o^'clock ton^ight and roughly what
the difference will b^e between that *te^operature and the temperature at 8 o'clock
tomorrow night.

Forecasts are ̂ made twice a day^« The forecast which ordinarily appears in
the afternoon papers is based on a ̂ map drawn *fro^r^a observations taken in the
*m^erning. The forecast in the *^norning papers ̂ is that ̂ made from the observations
t^aken at ̂ 8 o'clock, Eastern Standard Ti^me, the night bef^ore. The ̂ morning forecast
is for 3^6 hours in advance. The night foreca^st is for ̂ 48 hours in advance.

I say "^Ea^stern Sta^ndard Ti^me" because that is the ^Washington ti^me. The
o^bservations are taken at practically the same ̂mo^ment in al^l parts of the cou^ntry;
but^, of course^, when it is ̂ 8 o'clock ̂ Eastern Standard Time, it is ̂ just 7 o^'clock
Central Ti^me^; and so on across the country.

On the ̂ Pacific Coast that ̂ means observations are ̂t^a^ken a^bout ̂ 5 o'clock in
the mornin^g. They have been taken̂ , â nd charted^, and the forecast made, and issued
before ̂ most folks in the far west are out of bed in the mornin^g.
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*It *^ta^kes *l^aes *tha^n *tw^*^> *^bö^i^g^es *^j^f^f^rc^t^f^a *t^i^» *tia^io *obse^rv^e^rs *^t^-^n *^all *parts *of *the
*co^u^n^t^r^y *^rea^d^, *th^e *^inst^r^u^men^t^s *at *^t^h^e^i^r *loc^a^l *^st^at^i^o^n^s *^u^nti^l *t^he *^f^o^r^e^ca^st *^i^s *^m^ade
*an^d *is^s^u^e^d *f^rom *e^ac^h *^o^f *^t^he *^f^i^, *^v^e *dia^t^r^ict *fo^r^e^c^a^st *^de^n^ter^à *fe^r *^ea^#h *an^d *^ev^e^ry *^o^n^e^
*of *th^e *Stat^es *i^n *t^h^e *^Un^io^n^» *^I^n *t^h^e *^e^a^eter^n *p^ar^t *^«f *th^e *co^un^t^ry^, *^w^h^ere *th^e *o^bs^er^-^
*vation *ti^me *is *^8 *o^'^cl^oc^k, *th^a^t *mak^es *it *^9^130 *to *lOlOO *^e^'c^lo^o^jc *b^ef^o^r^e *the *mornin^g^
*fore^cast *i^s *i^ss^u^ed^«

*^When *^yo^u *con^sider *wh^a^f^a *d^on^e *^in *t^hat *les^s *th^a^n *two *ho^ur^s^» *Mr, *T^annehill
*re^minds *me^, *yo^u *r^e^ali^se *that *t^p *^c^on^side^r^abl^e *of *a *f^eat^, *^Ou^r *w^eath^er *men *ar^e *fast
*^wor^kers^,

*May^f^e *you *will *sit *down *with *you^r *n^ew^spaper *thi^s *eveni^n^g *in *a *^comforta^ble
*heated *roo^m^. *^You *will *pro^ba^bly *t^h^row *^a *glance^, *аз *mo^at *p^eople *do^». *to *th^e *top *^ef
*the *sheet, *^just *to *see *what *the *weather *will *be *tomorrow^. *^You *most *^Ц^£^с^ф^3.у *won^'^t^
*even *th^ink *of *how *the *i^n^formation *wa^s *collected *on *which *that *for^ec^ast *i^s *based^,

*I^'ll *ad^mit *that *unt^il *^Mr^^ *^Tan^n^e^hill *tol^A *^m^e *a^bo^u^t^; *^it^» *^I *did^n^U^
*t^hat *to *^g^et *one *scrap *of *that *informat^ion^, *eur *w^est^er^n^most *o^b^s^erver^» *on *^f^ar^— *away
*St^. *Pa^ul^'s *island *in *th^e *blea^k *Berin^g *Sea^, *g^ot *up *at *1 *o^'cl^o^c^k *^t^hi^s *^morn^in^g *to *m^ake
*his *o^bservations^« *Tho^se *reco^rd^s *w^ere *flashed *t^h^rou^gh *^Alaska *by *ra^dio^, *and *put *on
*the *tele^graph *lines *at *S^eattle *and *sent *to *^the *forecast *centers *thro^ughout^; *the
*country^.

*Yes, *observations *are *taken *in *Hawaii, *too. *^But *if *you *will *get *ycu^r *m^ap
*out^, *you *will *^find *that *little *island *in *th^e *Bering *Sea *is *even *furthe^r *w^es^t *than
*Hawaii^.

*^And *^while *these *messages *were *coming *fr^w^n *balm^y *Hawaii *and *Alask^a *and *beyon^d^,^
*o^bservations *^made *at *all *the *other *stations *scatt^ered *throughout *this *country *we^re
*also *being *filed *and *flashed *by *telegraph *to *the *district *^centers^. *Similar
*information *was *also *coming *from *Canada *and *Me^xic^o^,

*Those *records *were *entered *on *а *^щар *— *^J^u^st *like *on^e *of *t^h^ose *^weather *roaps
*you^'ve *all *seen. *That *was *done *this *very *m^orning^, *and *every *^ethe^r *mornin^g, *at *the
*five *district *forecast *cente^rs^, *at *^Washington, *^New *Orlean^s, *^Chica^go, *^Denver, *and
*San *^Francisco.

*Then *at *each *^of *tho^se *centers, *^a *foreca^st^er *stepp^ed *up *to *the *m^ap *of
*ch^arted *weather *reports^. *^Po^r *a *few *mom^ents, *he *focused *hi^s *y^ear^s *of *e^x^pe^ri^en^ce
*and *weather *knowledge^, *on *^that *^map^, *^Th^en *he *^mad^e *hi^a *fo^reca^st, *whi^ch *wa^a *flash^ed
*out *over *the *entire *te^rr^itor^y *by *radio *an^d *telegr^aph^. *And *you *picked *it *up *by
*radio *or *in *the *paper^,

*The *Washin^gton *fo^r^eca^s^t^e^r *^mad^e *^t^h^e *pr^e^d^i^ct^ion *for *a^ll *the *^State^s *bord^erin^g^
*the *Atlantic *and *the *State^s *^of *^T^enn^es^s^e^e, *^K^en^t^ucky^, *Ohi^o^, *^and *We^ot *^V^ir^ginia *a^s *w^ell^.^
*^The *Chicago *f^o^recaste^r *^mad^e *th^e *pr^edic^tion *^for *th^e *^we^st^ern *^L^ake *States^, *and *^the
*u^pp^er *Mississippi *^Va^ll^ey *^and *t^h^e *^G^r^ea^t *^P^lains *^are^a^. *Th^e *^t^fe^w *Or^l^eans *for^eca^ster
*took *c^are *of *the *^South^ern *plain^s *^and *^Gul^f *Stat^e^»^, *^Th^e *^D^env^er *^man *foretold *the
*condition *for *the *^Hocky *Mountain *^R^e^gion, *^whil^e *^the *S^an *^F^ra^ncis^co *c^enter *forecast
*fo^r *the *Pacific *Coast *States^,
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^B^ut '̂ yô u may ha^v^e noticed t̂ hat t̂ he fô r̂ eĉ â st yo^u ̂ he^ard or ^read was for your
State alone^« M^r^. *^Tannehill tells me that now, althou^gh the foreca^sts are actu^ally
made at fi^ve di^st^rict forecast centers^, a separate forecast is ̂ made for each an^d^
e^v^ery State»

In fact^, in some of the large States, where conditions warrant it, t^wo
separ^ate forecasts are ̂ made for different sections of the State. ^New York̂ ,̂
Pen^nsylv^a^nia, and Te^xas have separate forecasts m^ade for their ea^stern a^nd western
part s*.

^Prom ̂what *^b^Jr. *^Tannehill tells mo, the United States Weather ̂Bur^eau is
constantly wor^kin^g to get more and more o^bservations from a wider and ̂ wider
territory on ̂w^hich to ̂ma^ke more and more accurate the weather forecasts issued
t^wice a day, for each State in the Union. And ̂ just think that whole contin^ent^-wide
c^ollection of reports and distri^bution of forecasts is all done in a^bout two hours
ti^me^«

^—*ooOoo—

CLOSI^N^G *^А^МОШС^И^ШТ; ̂ Two weeks from today, our old *6Ъ. Server will ̂ be back with
another of his chats with the weather ^man. Station *, p^resents this feature
in cooperation with the Unit^ed States ̂ D^epartment of ̂ A^griculture.
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