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ANNOUNCEMENT: And now we pause for a little chat with the Weather Man. The
Weather Mem tells us folks along the Gulf Coast are much annoyed by all of those
tropical hurricanes they have been having this year. There's talk of really
"doing something about {tW—-__.Mark Twaints famous wisecrack to the contrary.
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. Yes, folks in the lurrican® belt are experiencing & busy season.

The telk there runs all the way from plans to improve the stwrm warning
service by the use of ship patrols to schemes to snuff ocut those big stoms jJust
like you blow out a candle,-

If any of those storm-control schemes work, Mother Nature's reputation as
a brewer of storms 1s ruined. She might as well pack up her storm maechinery eand
cart it away to a2 museun.

Tor instance, Mr. I.R. Tamnehill, of the United States Weather Buresu, Was
telling me the other day of one man's scheme to stop hurricanes with a big explos! »
sion.

That explogion ides is one of the oldest and most com:on of all the dozem
and one schemes for control of storms. Scarcely a murricane season passes with-
out somebody suggesting it to the Weather Buream, The idea seeas %o date back to
early days when salling vessels began to ply the routes to the East and West In-
dies. As the story goes, these salling vessels carried cannon to shoot water-
spouts, Waterspouts, you know, are those glgantic columns of wind that whirl over
the ocean sucking up mist, spray, and water, Some folks say if the early naviga-
tors believed they could break up waterspouts with a cannon, why can't we scatter
e rricane with a blast of dynarite.

As you talk with Mr. Tanaehill, you learn of all sorts of objections to
such a schene,

Hurricanes are often a hundred miles or more across. They cover thousands
of square miles., Just fancy setting off a blast blg emough to bresk up a stom
covering the area of a goodsized state, You probably would jolt a lot of folks out
of bed and bring bricks from the chirmey raining down on the roof.

Begides, what proof have you that an explosion would have any effect on a
hirricane, anyhow? I may not be very scientific in comparing a mrricane with a
whirlpool. But I think I cen use a whirlpool to illustrate Mr. Tannenhill's idea.
Let's take a whirlpool camsed by water running down the Idtchen sink, If you stir
up the water over the drain, the whirling stops for a moment. But the forces
Causing the whirl are still at work., 4s soon as the disturdbance you canged degins
to die away, the whirling starts again.
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Maybe the szme thing is true of Imrricanes.

¥r, Tennehill told ne of another scheme ruch like the explosion ideea.
One man suggested sucking up the hurricane with e big fan of some kind and a fun-
nel.

But the prize scheme of all comes from a women who suggest heading off
the storms before they start by filling in the Caribbean Sea, Mr. Taanehl}}'
looked at that btlg sea of water down there, hialf the size of the United States,
end seid a bit dryly, "Fine scheme---—— But 1t would takc an awful lot of dirt,"

Some of those ideas and theorles are a bt irpracticel, to say the least,
But this year's bumper crop of hurricanes has brought forth enother type of sug-
gestions a little closer to earth, so to speak, MUr, Tennchi}l told me of one sug-
gestion in particular. It was a2 plan --an old plen, by the way-- to improve the
storn-warning service,

Folks who live in those storn zones like to have some ides of just when
and where those blig hurricanes are going to hit, They have their own lives and
often mch property to look after before the storm breaks. They look to the
Veather Bureau for timely warnings. '

For instance, farmers have to pem up their livestock, or drive them to
higher ground.

~ Idvestock do a rather peculiar taing during big storms. Waen it is rainipng
cattle, often start waliing is the direction the wind is blowinb. They keep walle
ing until they run into sonetiing that stops then., If they come to a river, or
lake, or the ocean, they walk right in“énd drown. They do about the same thing in
a now storm. They wallk with the wind until they come to a fence, or sone other
obstruction, and lie down-— and perhaps die.

Merchents in towns on low land along the coast have to. take steps to pro-
tect thelr goods. They have to move their stock from the basement and first, floor
up to higher floors to be out of reach of water fron a high tide.

. Bathers, cenpers, amd fighernan rmst have advance warning of stornms so
they won't bé caught in rising woter and drowned,

Officials in sone coastal towns in the hurricane's path must have tine to
arrange to traisport people fron the coast to the interior by rall or au.tomobile.

The rallroads mst move cars of grain and so on fron low to higi_groupd.

Owmers of homes and office bulldings must board up thelr windows and take
building naterials, or anytiing elge, fron the roof that rdght blow off into the
street and kill somebody.

80, naturally, folks along the cocst. are mmch interestad in advance notices
about those monster storms that come howling up out of the tropics.

In fact, they are so much interested they are petitioning the Weather
Burear to enlarge its already extensive storn-warning service.



As I told you when I tallked with you two Wweeks age, the Weather Bureen
keeps tab on storns-at sea by reporte from private ships, Hundreds of vesspl
nasters radio weather reports to the Weather Bureau twice a day as they ply thelr
regular trade routes in certain ocean areas. If & storm seems to be brewing, the
Weather Burean broadcasts a request to all vessels in that vicinlty to send in
reports. The Weather Bureau also has observers stationed on {glands off the coast,
Fron all of these reports, the weather mem can follow & stom and get an idea of
how bad it is days and days before it reaches land,

But there is this difficulty about getting reports fron the “private ves-
sels. As soon as a ship runs into one of those tropical mirricamnes, or hears
about one from the Weather Bureau broadcasts it heads for safe water. It glves
the Weather Burean an account of the storm as it looks back over its shoulder, se
to speak.

Sonme folks say the government ought to put a ship patrol in the Gulf of
Mexico and the Caribbean Sea during the hurricane season to report a hurricane as
gaon as it starts and follow right along in the center of it to keep tab on {ta
equrse and speed.

Mr. Tannehill tells me such a patrol would be helpful but there are nmany
difficulties.

In the first place, the weather i:en have no evidence that a tropical lmrri-
cane starts just as & 1ittle whirl in one spot. The weather nen think a hurricane
forns in unsettled weather over & big area. So they see no reason for ships to
patrol the seas lunting for baby hmrricanes that don't exist.

In the gecond place, a patrol big enough to cover the entire "breeding
ground! of the hurricanes would cost a lot of money.

In the third place, sending ships and men into the center of a full-fledged
hurricane to follow 1ts course is pretty risky business. The lives you riight save
on land beceuse of these patrol ship reports on the storm should be balanced
against the lives of the crew on the patrol ships, that would be endangered by
the terrific winds and tremendous seas of the storn.

And finally, Mr, Tannehill wonders just how rmch good a patrol ship could
do after it got into one of those hurricaness A wind of 75 or 100 niles an hour
Would be tossing the ship around like a chip of wood. The storn would now and
again chenge its speed and 1ts dlrection. Under those conditions, a ship naster
would have great difficulty in navigating to keep pace{tvith the storm,

At the present time, the Weather Bureau gives stori: warnings 12 to 24 hours
in advance of the storm. Twelve to twenty-four hours usually is. enough fer folks
tp take any of those precautions I izentioned a nouent ago. The Weather Bureau is
willing to use reporté fron patrol ships if provided and thinks they would be val-
upble. But it realizes the nany, many difficulties, dangers and ths great cost of
patting the patrol ship plan into operation.

ANNOUNCEMENT: That was the Weather Man, Two weeka fron today, at this tine, he
will bring you another story about the weather,
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