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*^And *no^w *we *pa^use *for *a *little *c^hat *^with *th^e *We^ather *^Ma^n^. *The
*^Weather *Ma^n *tell^s *us *^folk^s *alo^n^g *the *^Gulf *Coa^st *are *^m^uch *^a^nno^ye^d *Ъу *all *of *those
*tropical *h^urrica^ne^s *th^ey *have *^bee^n *having *thi^s *y^ear. *^There^'s *talk *of *really
*"doing *something *a^bout *it" *---- *^M^ar^k *Twain^^s *famous *^wisecrack *to *the *contrary^.

*— *^ooOoo^- *—*

*Yes^, *folks *in *the *hur^rican^e *belt *a^re *e^xperi^enc^ing *a *bu^s^y *season.

*The *t^a^l^k *there *ru^ns *all *^the *way *from *pla^ns *to *im^prove *t^he *st^wm *^war^ning
*service *by *the *use *of *ship *patrols *to *sche^mes *to *snuff *out *those *big *sto^n^a *s *^Ju^et
*like *you *blow *out *a *candle.

*If *any *of *those *stor^m^-control *sch^emes *work^, *^Mother *Nature^* *s *reputation *^as
*a *bre^wer *of *stoms *is *r^ui^ned. *She *mig^ht *as *well *pack *up *her *sto^n^a *machiner^y *and
*cart *it *away *to *a *^mus^eu^m.

*^T^o^r *^I^n^s^ta^n^c^e^» *^Hr. *I *.^£^. *^T^a^n^neb^dll^, *o^f *^t^h^e *^U^ni^t^ed *St^at^e^s *^l^e^a^t^her *^B^ur^ea^u^, *w^a^s^
*telling *me *^the *ot^h^er *^d^a^y *of *^o^ne *^oanTs *^sch^eme *^to *^sto^p *^hurrica^nes *with *a *big *e^x^p^lo^*^; *^_^'^
*^si *on^.

*That *e^x^plosion *idea *is *one *^of *the *^old^e^st *^and *m^o^st *со^лг^лоп *of *all *^the *d^ozen
*^and *one *s^ch^e^mes *for *control *of *^s *to *r^as. *Scarc^e^ly *a *hurric^ane *s^eason *p^as^se^s *^wi^th^-^
*out *so^mebody *suggestin^g *it *to *th^e *^leather *B^ureau. *The *ide^a *^s *e *e^r^as *to *d^ate *^b^ack *to
*early *days *when *sailin^g *vessels *began *to *ply *t^he *routes *to *th^e *East *and *^W^e^st *In-
*dies. *As *the *story *goes^, *these *^sailing *vessel^s *carried *cann^on *to *s^hoot *^water^-^
*spouts. *Waterspouts, *you *kno^w, *are *those *gigantic *columns *of *wind *^that *whirl *^o^v^er
*the *ocean *sucking *up *^uist^, *spray^, *and *water. *Some *folks *sa^y *if *the *early *navig^a^-^
*tors *believed *they *could *break *up *water^spout^s *with *a *ca^nnon^, *w^hy *can1 *1 *we *scatter
*a *hurricane *with *a *blast *of *d^y^n^a^mit^e.

*As *you *talk *with *Mr^. *^Tan^nehill, *y^ou *l^e^arn *of *all *sorte *of *ob^jections *to
*^such *a *sche^me.

*Hurric^anes *ar^e *often *a *hun^dred *mile^s *or *^m^or^e *ac^ros^s^« *They *c^over *th^ous^ands
*of *square *^n^il *es^. *^J^ust *fancy *setti^ng *off *^a *blast *big *enough *to *break *up *a *stor^m^
*covering *the *area *of *a *goodsi^z^ed *st^ate. *You *pro^bably *would *^Jolt *a *lot *of *folk^s *o^ut
*of *bed *a^nd *bring *bricks *from *the *chi^m^ney *rai^n^ing *down *on *the *roof.

*Besides, *what *proof *have *you *that *an *e^xplosion *would *have *any *effect *on *a*
*hurricane^, *a^nyhow? *I *^may *not *be *very *scientific *in *comp^a^ring *a *hurricane *wit^h *a*
*whirlpool. *But *I *think *I *can *use *^a *whirlpool *to *illustrate *Mr^« *^Ta^n^nennill^'s *id^ea^*^
*^Let^1 *s *tal^ee *a *whirlpool *c^aused *by *water *ru^nning *down *the *kitchen *^sin^f. *If *you *stir
*up *the *w^ater *over *the *drain^, *the *whirling *stops *f^o^r *a *^mo^ment^» *B^ut *the *forces
*causing *^the *whirl *are *^sti^l^l *at *work^. *^As *soon *a^s *th^e *distur^ba^nce *yo^u *cau^s^ed *^b^e^gi^n^s^
*to *die *aw^ay^, *the *whirling *starts *a^g^ain^.



^Ma^y^be ̂ t^he *s^s^ce t^hin^g i^s ^tr^ue of hurr^ica^nes,^.

Mr^* *^Tan^nehill told ̂ n^e ̂ o^f ̂ a^no^t^h^er *^sc^he^a^e *^p^uc^h li^ke the e^x^plo^sio^n id^e^a^«^
O^ne n^an s^u^gge^sted ̂ B^ac^ki^n^g up t^h^e ^hurric^a^n^e wit^h a ^big fa^n of so^me ^kind a^nd *^ä fun^-^
ne^l.

But t^he prize *^echer^a^e of ̂ a^il *^eo^n^es f^ro^n ̂ a. *^wo^n^a^n ̂ who su^gge^st hea^di^n^g off
the sto^m^a ̂ befor^e ̂ the^y st^art *^Ъу filling in t^he Cari^b^b^ean S^ea ,̂ ̂ Mr^. *^Та^дп^е^З^Л^Ц*!.
looked at t^h^at ̂ b^i^g s^ea of ^water do^wn th^e^r^e^, ̂ h^a^l^f th^e ̂ si^z^e of the U^n^ited State^s^,^
^a^nd ̂ s^aid a bit dr^yl^y, ̂ "^Pin^e *sch^e^n^e^-—*^. But it ̂ wo^u^ld, ta^ke a^n awful lot ^of d^i^rt^,"

So^me of tho^se idea^s ̂ and ̂ theor^ie^s ̂ a^re a ^b^it i^mpra^ctic^a^l, to ̂ sa^y the ^lea^st^.^
But this *y^oar^1 s *bunper crop of hurricane^s ha^s ̂ brou^ght fo^r^th ̂ a^not^he^r t^ype of ^s^u^g^-^
ge^stions a ^little clos^er to ̂ e^art^h^, so to spe^a^k .̂ ̂ Mr^. *Tannc^h^i^ll told ̂ ne ̂ of ̂ one ̂ sug^-^
^gestion in p^articul^ar. It wa^s a pla^n -^-^a^n old pla^n, by the ^way— to i^np^rove the
^ato^m^-warning ̂ ser^vic^e.

^Fol^ks who live in those *storn zone^s li^ke to have *so^ne id^ea of *^J^ast wh^en
a^nd ̂ where those big hurricane^s are ̂ goin^g to hit. T^hey have their own ^lives and
often *nuch property to lo^o^k ^after before the *stor^n ^brea^ks^. They look t^o the
^leather Bureau for *tinely warnings.

*]^?or ins^ta^nce^, farners have to pen up their livestoc^k, or drive then to
hig^her ^gro^und.

l^ivestock do a rather peculiar t^hing during big storn^e, *^ï^ï^hen it .is r^ainin^g^
cattle^, often start ̂ wal^kin^g i^s the direction the wind i^s ̂ blowin^g^. They keep ^wal^k^-^
in^g ^until they run into *s^o^uet^l^-^dn^c *t^l^mt stops t^hen. If t^hey cone to a river, or
l^a^ke, or the oc^e^an, they wal^k ^ri^ght in*T^a^nd drown. They do about th^e ̂ s^a^ne t^hing in
a sno^w *storn. They walk ^with the wind until ̂ t^hey co^ne to a fenc^e, or *sone other
obstr^uction, ̂ and lie down ^and perhaps die^.

^Merch^ant^s in to^wns on low land along the coast have to ta^ke ste^ps to p^ro^-^
tect their ^goods. T^hey have to ̂ nove t^heir stock fron the *basenent ̂ a^nd first flo^or
up to hi^gher flo^ors to be out of r^each of ^water fro^n a high tide.

B^at^her^s, *ca^npers^, a^nd *fi^sheman ^o^ust have advance warnin^g of ^atom^s so
they w^on ^H b^e ca^u^g^ht in ri^sing *w^r^.ter and dro^wned^»

Officials in ̂ Bone coa^stal to^wns in the hurricane^'s path ̂ p^ast have ti^ne to
^arrange to tra^nsport people *fro^u the coast to the interior by rail or *auto^nobi^le.

The railroads ^oast ^nove car^s of ^grain and ^so on fron low to hi^gh ground.

Owners of ho^n^es and o^ffice ̂ buildings *^o^xst ̂ bo^ard up their windows and take
buildin^g ^materials, or anyt^hing else, fron the roof tha^t ̂ ni^gh^t blow off ^into the
^street and kill so^mebody.

^So, naturally, folks along the coa^s^t^.^.a^re *nuch interest^ed in ̂ advance notices
about t^hose *nonster st^orn^e t^h^at co^ne h^owling up out of the trop^ics.

In fact^, t^hey ^are so ^mah intere^ste^d ̂ th^ey are petitioning the ^Weather
Bureau to ^enlar^ge its. alre^ady e^xt^e^n^sive ̂ ato^m-^w^arnin^g service^.



*^>•^» ^3 *1^Я

^As I told you ̂ wh^e^n I t^a^l^l^ied ̂ wit^h ̂ yo^u ̂ t^wo ̂ w^e^e^k^s ̂ a^g^o^, *^f^c^b^e Weather B^ure^a^u^
keeps ta^b on s to ̂ r^as at sea ^by report^s fro^n pr^i^v^a^te ̂ s^h^i^p^s^, *^E^u^ndreds of v^e^s^s^e^l^
^maste^rs radio weather report^s to t^he ̂ W^eather ̂ Bur^e^a^u ̂ t^w^i^c^e ̂ a da^y a^s they p^ly thei^r^
re^gular trade ro^utes i^n cert^ain ocean areas. I^f ̂ a ̂ i^t^e^m *seens to be ̂ br^e^w^in^g, th^e^
Weather ̂ Bureau broa^dcasts a re^quest to all vessel^s in that ̂ vici^n^ity to send in
re^po^rts^. ^The ^f^eather Bureau also has obser^vers stationed o^n ̂ i^sl^a^nd^s off the coas^t^«^
^Fron all ̂ of ̂ t^h^e^se report^s^, th^e weather ̂ n^an can follow a *sto^m a^nd ̂ get ̂ an idea of
how bad it i ̂ a days and day^s before it reaches la^nd^,

^B^ut there is this difficulty about ̂ g^etting reports fron th^e ̂ "priva^te v^e^s-
sels^. ^As soo^n as a ship r^uns into one of t^hose tropical ^hurricanes^, or hears
about one fro^n the ̂ leath^er Bureau broadcasts it heads for safe wat^er. It ^gives
the Weather Bureau an accou^nt of th^e *storn as it looks bac^k over its shoulder^, so
to spea^k.

*Sone folks ^say the govern^ment ought t^o put a ship patrol in the G^ulf of
*Me^?^doa a^nd the Cari^bb^ean Sea during t^he hurricane sea^son to report a hurric^an^e as.
^Boon as it starts a^nd follow ri^ght along in the center of it to ke^ep tab on i^t^«^
^cour^se and speed.

Mr. *Tannehill tells ne such a patrol would be helpful but the^re are *^nany
difficulties.

In the first pl^ace^, the weather *^nen hav^e no evidence that a tropica^l *^hurr^i^„^
cane starts ^Just as a little w^hirl in one spot. ^The weather *^uen think a hurrica^ne
*for^ns in unsettled ̂ weat^her over a big area. So they see no reason for ^ships to
patrol t^he sea^s ^huntin^g for baby h^urrica^nes ^that d^on^'t ^e^xi^st^*

In the ̂ second place^, a patrol bi^g enou^gh to cover the entire ^"breedin^g^
ground^" of the hurricane^s wou^ld cost a lot of *^noney.

^In t^he third place, se^nding ships and *nen into the center of a fu^ll-fled^ge^d^
hu^rr^ica^ne to follo^w its course is pretty ris^ky business^» The lives you ̂ ni^ght save
^on land because of these patrol s^hip reports on the *stor^n should be bal^anced
against the live^s of the crew on the patrol ships^, that would be endan^gered by
the terrific ̂ w^inds and *tre^nendous ̂ seas of the *stor^n.

^And finally, ̂ Mr^. *Ta^n^n^ehill wonders ^just how *n^uch ̂ good a patrol ship could
do after it got into one of tho^se hurricanes^« A wind of 75 or 100 *^nLles an hour
^w^ou^ld be tos^sin^g the s^hip around like a c^hip of wood. The *sto^r^n would now and
a^gain cha^nge its ^speed and, its direction^. Under those condition^s^, a ship *n^aster
^Would h^ave ̂ gr^e^a^t diffic^ult^y i^n navi^gating to keep pace ^with the *storn^.

At the pre^s^e^nt ̂ U^ne^» the ̂ Weather Bureau ̂ giv^e^s *stor^n warnings 12 to 24 hours
in adva^nce of the *stor^n^. ̂ T^welve to twenty^-fo^ur hours usually i s e^nou^gh ̂ o^a^r fol^ks
*tp take any of tho^se prec^a^utions I ̂ me^ntio^ned a no^uent a^go^* Th^e ^Weather B^ureau is
^wi^ll^i^ng to use ^reporté fron patrol ships if provided and thi^nks they would be val-
u^able. But it re^ali^zes t^he ̂ па^пу^, ̂ п^а^ду difficulties^, da^ngers a^nd th^e ^great c^ost of
puttin^g the patrol ship pla^n into op^era^tion^.

*А^Штас^в^дТ^! ^That wa^s t^he We^athe^r *Man^% Two *week^a f^ron today^,, at t^h^is tine^, ^he
will bring you anothe^r story about the
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