
*CHATS *^WITH *TH^E *^W^E^ATH^ER *MAN

*^Readi^ng *Time: *10 *Min^ute^s.

*^RELE^AS^E *Friday^, *Oct. *38, *19^32

*^FO^R *B^RO^A^DC^AST *US^E *O^NL^Y

*A^N^NOUNC^E^M^E^NT! *A^nd *^here^'s *t^he *^We^a^t^her *^Ma^n *^with *a^noth^er *^story *from *tho^se *keepers
*of *the *^we^ather *^watch *in *the *U. *S^. *Weather *B^urea^u. *Of *all *the *fol^ks *who *read *a^nd
*hear *the *daily *reports *o^n *th^e *weather^, *^no *o^n^e *follows *the *report^s *mor^e *closely
*than *the *for^mer. *J^ust *how *the *far^mer *u^se^s *th^e *weather *forecasts *is *the *Weather
*Man^'^s *^story *for *to^da^y.

*--- *o *---

*^The *^joke *a^bo^ut *t^he *weather *for^ecast *ргоЪаЫу *dates *^hac^k *to *.a^ntiquity^.^» *^N^o^
*dou^bt *when *Noah *was *^b^uildin^g *the *ark *he *heard *the *original *wheez^e *a^bout *for^e-
*caster^s *always *^g^ues^sing *wron^g^. *A^s *a *wi^s^e *cr^ack *it *i^s *l^ike *the *one *a^bout *the *t^ele
*phone *op^erator *^getting *t^he *w^ron^g *^num^b^er *^and *the *moth^er^-i^n^-law *gag *— *the *^stoc^k *in
*tra^de *of *the *boys *w^l^io *try *to *be *^fu^nny^.

*^Well, *suc^h *^wi^se *cracks *are *all *a *part *of *the *life *of *a *for^eca^s^ter^». *He *ta^ke^s^
*them *with *a *^smile. *But *here *is *what *a *fr^uit *grower *in *a^n^swer *to *the *^Joke^r, *say^s^
*about *o^ur *w^eather *forecast^s.

*"I *gr^ow *fr^uit. *^Ну *^s^u^cces^s *i^n *^f^r^ui^t *^gT^t^j^wt^a^c *^<lep^ea^o^e *e^it^her *^т^р^о^п *t^he *^'we^ath^e^r *or
*upon *my *knowi^ng *in *a^dv^a^nce *^i^d^iat *sort *of *weather *I *may *reasonably *e^x^pect..^.. *I *^ha^ve
*been *warned *(by *t^he *weather *reports). *. *.of *dangerous *freezes, *and *have *been *able^,^
*beca^us^e *of *that *^w^a^rni^ng^, *to *prevent *very *s^erious *losses^...^. *We *have *ba^sed *our *pla^n^s^
*for *irri^gating, *for *t^he *application *of *fertili^zers^, *for *the *us^e *of *in^secti^ci^de^s^»^
*Very *largely *o^n *a^dva^nce *information *of *e^xpected *temperatures, *a^nd *rainfall^, *f^rosts
*and *what *not^. *"

*Many *of *you *read *or *listen *to *the *^daily *weather *forecasts *mostly *out *of *cur-
*iosity. *Or *ma^ybe *you *like *to *know *whether *you *will *have *to *carry *an *umbrell^a *o^r^
*^raincoat *with *^you *to *the *office,

*But^, *that *fr^uit *grower *ra^n^ks *the *weather *report *as *a *nece^s^sity. *The *fr^uit
*^grower *s *D^U3^iness *^hi^n^ges *on *the *whims *of *the *su^n *and *rain^, *a^nd *the *winds *and
*^storms, *and *t^he *frosts *a^nd *fre^ezes. *A *s^u^dden *cold *snap *or *windstorm *may *^п^Дре
*out *his *whole *season^1 *s *work^» *The *gro^wer *must *have *a^dvance *reports *a^bout *the
*^weather^; *he *must *^be *prepar^ed.

*As *I *chat *^wit^h *^aeterolog^j^-sts *at *the *Weath^er *Bureau, *I *^fin^d *that *particular
*fruit *grower *is *o^nly *ono *of *^pillions *of *^men *thro^ughout *the *country *who *plan *th^eir
*^Work *with *the *^h^elp *of *the *d^aily *forecasts^« *^They *al^s^o *have *t^he *aid *of *special
*^seasonal *warnin^gs *of *various *ki^nds.

*I *picked *up *a *few *e^x^amples *of *how *farmers *use *the *weather *reports *from *^7. *^E.
*Steven^s, *one *of *t^l^ie *dist^rict *forecasters^,

*Mr. *Steven^s *tells *me *truck *grower^s *and *fr^uit *growers *are *e^specially *inter^ested
*^in *the *spring *fro^st *and *cold^-wave *w^arning^s^. *If *the *truck *grower *hears *of *a *frost
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or free ̂f^ee ̂h^e^a^d^ed ̂hi^s way, ̂he ̂get^s ready to cover his te^nder ̂v^e^getabl^e^s ̂wit^h paper̂ ,̂
or *^clôth^l or dirt. ̂ T^he fruit ̂gro^wer ̂starte the ̂s^m^u^d^ge pots i^n his orchard̂ , or rû n̂ ŝ
^wate^r Into the irrî gation ditche^s^» or tâ kes other steps to ̂w^arm the chillî ng ̂ bre^ath
of the frost ̂ ki^ng.

In the pacific Coast ŝtates alone fr̂ uit grô ŵ ers û ŝ e ̂sô mething ̂â rô û nd fô ur ̂mil-
lion heaters in t̂ heir orĉ hard̂ ŝ . ̂ Thê y operate t̂ ĥ eŝ e ĥeaters pretty largely ô n *tho
advic^e^s and war̂ nî n̂ gs frô m the *ïïoather B̂ ureâ û . Â few years agô , the fruit̂ -frô st
specialists told ̂g^rowers *i n̂ Souther̂ n Ĉ alifornia an û nuŝ ually heavy frost would hit
thê m in a day or so. The fruit̂ -frost forecâ sters cautionê d the grower^s to ̂ have
ê xtra ŝ û pplies of fuel oil on hâ nd. The groŵ ers got *Ъиву and rushed 175 truck̂ -̂
loa^d^s â nd ^300 carloa^ds of oil into their oran^ge groves^« The fro^st ĉ ame. The oil
heaters saved thô û sâ nds of dollarŝ ' worth of fr̂ uit.

C^ran^berry growers in the northern part of the cou^ntry tâ ke the fall frost
warni^n^g^s as a cue to flood tĥ eir cran^berry ^bogs. They keep the ̂ bogs u^nder w^at^er
until the *woathor ̂ ma^n says the d̂ an̂ ger of fro^st i^s pa^st^«

Thousands o^f farmers watch *tho frost ^warnings to time their fall h^arvest^s.

^Farmers i^n t̂ he northea^stern maple sû gar cou^ntry depend on the ŝ pring forec^a^st^s^
to decide when to *oegin collecting and ^boiling the maple ŝ ugar ̂ sap^«

Live^stock men thrô û ghout the cô û ntry rely on t̂ emperature forecasts to plâ n̂
their butcherin^g an̂ d shearinĝ «

^Fr^uit gro^wers i^n ma^ny ̂ sec^tions get ^special fruit spray â nd ̂ ha^rvest w^eather
service^s« In some .̂ parts of the bloomin^g and fruitî ng ŝ eason̂ , a disease may at̂ -̂
tack â nd damage an ̂ apple crop in l̂ ê ss thâ n 24 hours if the fruit or blos^som^s ̂get
damp or wet. The apple grower watches the weather foreca^st^s and gives his trees
a dose ̂of poisonous spray ̂just before a rain or a long stretch of moist, misty
weather«

The ̂ Weather Bureau puts out a special for^ecast on the weather two or t̂ hrê ê
da^y^s in advance as a ̂ guide to farmers in harvesting their hay, â nd wheat̂ , and oatŝ ,̂
and various other cereal crops. ^With a little advance warning about a raî n, the
farmer can prevent a lot of damage to his crops while he is curî ng the crops and
getting thê m into ̂ storage«

In the raisin districts of California, fruit growers keep a close eye on the
weather reports w^hile they dry their raî sî n crop. ^A little rain will ruin the
raisins. When the weather men forecast rain̂ , the grow^ers ̂ stack and cover the
tray^s«

*Orchardists in the big f̂ ruit districts watch the rain forecasts so th^ey câ n̂
pick their fruit â head of rains and ̂ ship it dry^»

Ve^getabl^e gro^wers al̂ so like to dig their produce before a rain̂ « The vegê -̂
table^s keep much better if they are *^a^bippe^d in a dry cô ndition.

There you ̂ have a few e^xample^s of how the weather men help the farmer»
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^But the *"^.^Teat^her ̂ Man^'s responsi^bilit^y ^doesn^'t e^nd ̂ w^hen the crop^s an^d li^vestoc^k^
leave the ̂ far^m^er^'s ̂ ha^nds. ̂ T^he Weat^her ̂ Ma^n^'s ̂ warning^s protect the pro^d^uce ^right on
to the mar^ket^«

^Рог inst^a^nce, ̂ Mr. Steve^ns tells me if the ̂ w^eather foreca^sts ̂ show a heat wave
is on the wa^y, livestock men try to avoid sh^ippin^g live hogs and cattle lon^g dis^-^
tances ^by frei^g^ht^.

^The railwa^y and transportation compa^nies ^use the ^weather forecasts in ship^-^
pi^ng all ^kinds of farm produce^»*^, If the companies get warning of a cold wave, o^r^
a heat wave, t^hey ca^n ^speed the shipment of the prod^uce^, or hold up ship^ment^, or
r^u^n the cars i^nto ro^u^ndho^u^se^s u^ntil the weather is fa^vor^able^, *.

In getti^ng t^hose dozen and one warnin^gs and foreca^sts out to farmers and ot^her
folks ̂ who han^dle far^m products, the ^Weather Bureau use^s almost every modern *^net^l^iod
of commu^nication^.

The weather men send their news about rain^, and snow^, an^d cold s^naps, and
storms to million^s of people thro^u^g^h the daily ^new^spap^ers. They broa^dcast daily^-^
weather forecasts a^nd special ̂ w^arni^ngs and reports over so^me 300 ̂ ra^dio ̂ statio^n^s^»^
They telegraph ^weather reports to hundred^e of persons throu^ghout the country; ^t^hese
persons in turn p^ass the reports on to other fol^ks in the community. ^They se^n^d^
out reports to be pos^ted in *postoffices a^nd other public places. I^n some important
farmin^g sections, the *^¥oathe^r Bureau ^sets up a special weather station during the
danger seasons to s^e^nd *weath^or reports direct to th^e grow^ers.

^A^nd now *^good^-^oy unt^il thi^s ti^me two ̂ we^ek^s from today whe^n ^we ta^ke a tr^ip ^with
the weather man o^ut to sea»

о

*А^Ш^Г^ОШСЖ^Е^КТ^: *T^na^ak you, Mr^, ̂ W^eather ̂ Man, That was the *^Weathor ̂ Ma^n with a story
about the *^weat^h^or from the U. *S. ̂ Weath^er B^ureau, Station ^will pr^ese^nt
the Weather ̂ Man in ̂ a^noth^er tal^k two we^eks from tod^a^y.
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