
CHATS WITH TH^E *^Т^ШАТНЕ^Е ^MA^N ^REL^E^AS^E Friday^, Sept« 30^,1932

FO^R B^RO^ADCAST US^E *O f̂̂ l̂ LY

Speaki^ng Ti^me 10 Minutes.

*А^Й^Ю^ШСЕ^Ь^ШТ: And ̂ now for a ch^at ^with the weather man. This month *a^rd last,
the weather *i^a^an must ^have felt ^that tropical hurricanes were co^ning in bunches
like bananas. Those hurrica^nes give our forecasters a lot of ̂ an^xious moments,
but than^ks to the men who go down to th^e s^ea in ships^, we get better ^warnings
nowadays a^n^d *t^l^iereby ha^ngs a tale

—*ooOoo—

Mr. Thomas *R^. Br^ooks of the Forecast ^Division of the *ïïeather Bureau tells
^me that in one of t^hose tropical storms last month a ship ridi^ng right out there
in the middle of the storm sent i^n three o^bservations several hours apart that
not only gave a perfect idea of the intensity of the storm but enabled the fore-
caster to calculate the e^xact direction in which it wa^s tr^avelling an^d how fast
it was moving« This r^esulted in early warnings to the co^m^munities i^n it^s path
who were told ho^urs in advance where and when the stor^m would strike«

Yes, sir, and in a^nother of the hurricanes of the past few w^eek^s^, another
ship sent in its radio r^eport ̂ f^rom t^he very center of anot^he^r of *tho^ee tremen-
dous whirlwi^nd storms»

I^m^agi^ne that ship plu^nging and staggering through mountainous seas lashed
by a gale blowing 80 miles an hour. That was what she was getting when the
officer on that ship r^ead his instru^ments, wrote his report, cal^mly converted
the readings into the weather code *word^g a^nd sent it out by wireless»

Our *t^l^aere in the heart of that howling hurricane, h^e a^n^d his ship' were get-
ting rou^gh weather about'at its worst. They h^ad' their fill of weather. T^hey
couldn^'t use that report. It couldn't help them. But tossed about by *^v^;i^nd and
wave, in deadly peril from one of thos^e t^errors of the tropical ̂ seas^, a hurri-
cane, that ship's offic^ers were true to the tra^dition^s of *tho sea. Th^ey ̂ ex-
tended h^elp to others.

A^nd Mr. Brooks says that radio ̂ message did help other ships at sea an^d folks
along our coa^st. That message e^nabled the ^l^eather Bureau to accurately chart the
exact path being taken by that hu^rricane th^at came so close to Florida before it
curve^d nort^hward an^d northeastwar^d and s^w^ept ^up our *coa^it ̂ se^ndi^n^g hu^ge waves
t^u^mbli^ng in at Atla^ntic City a^nd o^ther points^. ^It ena^bled the forecaster to
better tell ^just what course the hurricane would proba^bly take.

T^hat wasn't the only radio re^port from ship^s at sea in those ^waters« Some
twenty-fiv^e other ships ̂ answere^d the Weather B^ureau1 s ^broadcast re^quest for a
^special report at noon th^at day^» ̂ »^And each day durin^g the hurric^ane season from
^Ju^ne 1 to ̂ Nove^mber 30 anywhere fro^n 25 to 100 ̂ s^hips plying the waters off our
South Atlantic and ̂ Gulf Coast send in regular reports twice a day ̂ givi^n^g t^he ba-
rom^eter readi^n^g, the te^mperature, the wi^nd direction and ^v^elocity, a^nd the ^st^a^te
of the *weathor, ^with the ^exact position in latitu^de a^nd longi^tude of *th^o reporti^n^g^
ship.
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^U^n^de^r ̂ Mr. B^r^ook^s ^dir^ect^ion those ^r^eport^s are c^harte^d o^n a ^bi^g ш^ар'̂ . ^Esp^e^-^
c^i^ally important ̂ ar^e the ^barometer rea^din^gs' and ̂ wi^nd direction re^ports. ^They
^h^elp locate t^he ce^nter of the storm. ^As Mr. Brooks e^xplains it^, a ̂ h^u^rricane is
a ^gigantic c^ircular storm o^r ̂ bi^g whirligi^g of wi^n^ds. ^A ^s^hip r^epor^t from near^est
t^he center of the storm will show the lo^we^st b^arometer rea^ding^, and those further
^a^nd furth^er away fro^m the center high^er rea^dings.

In rare i^nstances, the report of a^n u^nus^ually low barometer by a sin^gle sh^ip
^way ena^bl^e t^he ^Weather Bureau me^n. to locate the center of the storm, b^ut ordi^-^
narily it is by getting ^a n^u^mbe^r of report^s from a n^umber of ^ships that the cen^-^
ter is located a^ccurately, althou^g^h none of the s^hips m^ay be *wi^f^chin many ^miles of
the actu^al center^.

^The re^ports from differ^ent ^ships plying their courses in the seas at various
distances aro^und t^he ocean area in which the ^storm is brewing ̂ show the way the
wind i^s ̂ b^lo^win^g ̂ wherev^er e^ach of those s^hips h^appen^s to be at ^the regular ob^serva^-^
tion time^. When those reports are set do^wn on the map with little arrows point^-^
ing the direction of the wind^, the circular notion of the winds^, count^er-clock-
wise a^rou^nd the storm center, ma^y be clearly see^n^. ^The barometer readings are
progressively lower as the ships appro^ach the center of the *stornu

^Th^e^se gig^antic whirls of wind we call tropic^al hurrican^es are m^any ^mile^s^
acros^s. 'Of co^urse^, that varies^. It varies with different storms and at dif^-^
ferent points along ̂ any particular storm^'s path^» Mr. Brooks fi^gures that the
avera^ge tropical storm th^at reaches our southern coast in hurricane fury is prob^-^
a^bly about 75 mil^es across^»

That is^» the ̂ wi^nds are of gale inte^ns^ity over that distanc^e^. ̂ T^he winds that
^ma^ke up that ^whirlwind may be blowing 75 to a h^undred *^niles an hour^, yet the for-
^ward motion of this gigantic whirlwind or hurricane is generally very slo^w, oft^en
only 12 to 15 miles an hou^r^. This powerfu^l weather en^gine is whirling fast, as
the storm itself *^r^aoves for^ward in lo^w g^ear^« In fact, M r̂̂ , Brooks tells me some-
times the hurricane even stands *s'till. It ^hovers in one place but the engi^ne
k^eeps spinning ̂ with terrific fury.

After a ̂ h^urricane leaves the war^m moisture laden air of the tropics it begin^s^
to l^ose its pep. It loses it fast if it crosses the coastline and moves over
land^. H^owever^, sometimes a, hurric^ane as a distinct storm can be traced thousands
of miles. ^Por i^nstance, one of the hurric^anes this ̂ month was trace^d from its
home in the Cari^bbean on up past our coast ^up thro^u^gh the ^North Atlantic u^ntil
it was finally lo^st north of Iceland.

^Reports from vess^els ^along the northern shipping route^s enabled the *ïïeather
Bureau to keep track of that storm. You s^ee, in addition to the ^special ship
^s^ervice to protect our souther^n coast and ^southern water^s fro^m hurrican^es, the
*^ï^ïeather B^ureau gets reports from the ̂ North Atla^ntic thro^u^gh the international
selecte^d ship service.

Th^at is, a selected list of ^ships of m^any leading nations have been cho^sen
by the different cou^ntries to make re^gular twice a day weath^er reports^. The re^-^
ports are ̂ ma^d^e in an internation^al code. Ships of an^y of the nations on all the
different shipping lanes report the' *^»e^athcr to *о^л^яг ̂ Weather Burea^u by ra^dio when^-^
ever they are i^n the west h^alf of the ̂ North Atlantic^, and our ships as well as
tho^s^e of other nations report to the other ̂ si^de when in the ̂ easter^n half of the
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^North Atlantic^» Т̂ л̂ е reports from all the different s^hips reportin^g to ô ur
^Weather B^urea^u and from selected lâ n̂ d ^stations are consolidated in a report w^hich
is ̂ broadcast to ships at sea and to E^urope ̂for use on the other side»

Man^y of the ship^-^masters pic^k ̂ up t^hese reports â nd frô m them draw their own
^weather ĉ ĥ art on the ̂map ̂blan^k^s provided *Ъу the ^Weather ^Bureau. ^From the weather
^map charted on the ship the ̂ ship^'s officer can make ĥ is o^w^n forecast^» In other
words^, the ocea^ns are now d^otted with international weather stations, an̂ d the ̂men
at ŝ ea can ̂k^now the weather o^ver the ^whole sea and â d̂ jacent continents as readil^y^
as you ĉ an cons^ult the weather ta^bles in your daily newspaper^.

Incidentally^, those reports of condition^s at sea sent in fro^m the scores of
ships are incl̂ û d̂ ed i^n the weather cĥ art used by tĥ e forecaster in makin̂ g that
forecast you reâ d in the papers or hear over tĥ e radio, Those sea reports help̂ '̂
give him a ̂ better picture of wh^at chan^ges m^ay take place in the weather on land^.

^Had io ̂ has added the seas to the weather ̂ map and brou^gh^t on a ̂ new era in navî -̂
gation. Th^e first wirele^ss weather report was received frô m the steâ mship ̂ New
York on September 3^, 1905. ^And the first wireless report act̂ ually used in a
h^ur^ricane war^ning came from the steamship *Cartago^, near ̂Yuc^at^an^, on Au^gust 26,
1909.

^Those dates ̂ nark the beginning of the new era and the start of a service
^which has been systematic^ally developed not only by this country but by other
countries in all parts of the ^world^. Ô ur l̂ ê â d ^weather servic^e was the ĉ hild of
the electr^ic land telegrapĥ *̂ . ̂ The gr̂ eat international sea weather service is our
radio baby.

—*ooOoo—

*А^Ш^Э^ШС^Ж^Е^К^Т; You have ^just hear^d a chat with the weather man^, presente^d by this
Station in coop^eration with the United States ̂ Department of Agricul^-^
t^ure^, ^We ^will ^have another chat with the weath^er man two ^weeks from today^.
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