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^NOT ^Ю^Н P^UBLIC^ATIO^N

*^А^МО^ЩС^З^Ш^З^Т^Т; And ̂ no^w for our c^hat ^wit^h the ^Weat^her Ma^n. ^The *^Ueather Ma^n has
*Ъееп to t^he United States *^T^Teather Bureau a^gai^n. He is ^goin^g to tell us what t^he
^weather-wise ^men sa^y ̂ a^bou^t lon^g-ra^nge forecastin^g and the li^ke

—o—

Ever^y few days, И^г. *Ta^nnehill tells me, the United State^s *^ï^ïeather Bureau get^s^
re^quests for lon^g râ n ̂5^; e forecasts. ^Folks write ̂ in, in all seriousness, to ask
w^hat the ̂ weat^her ̂ will ce a ^month fro^n nô ŵ , or n̂ ê xt ̂s^t^u^mer^, or ne^xt ^year.

^Mr. I. *^R. *Tan^nehill, you k̂ nô w, is in the forec^ast d^ivision of the ̂ l^eather
Bureau, to ̂ which t^hese ̂ queer ̂ questions come.

Of course, tho^se of you who k^now the weather â nd ̂ how the ̂leat^her Bureau ̂ work^s^
know the ̂ answ^er to tho^se q^uestions.

True, there are ̂ goose-^bone prophets and wi^s^h-bone prophets w^ho, now and â gain̂ ,̂
claim they can ̂ predict *tho va^ga^ries of the ̂ weather far in ad̂ vance. A^nd, ̂ stra^nge
as it may seem, a lot of good fol̂ ks believe them.

It does seem ̂fu^n^ny, however, that of all the trained weather men in all the
*T^Teather Bureau statio^ns throu^ghout the country â nd all the weather ^specialists
at the *^T^Teather Bureau hea^dquarters, you never hear one making these long range
weather forecasts. Â n̂ d you can ̂ just about bank on it, that i^f we ever do f̂ î nd
out ̂ any practical ̂ way to really *forecase the weather a lon^g time a^head, our
*^T^Teather Bureau ̂ will be doin^g it.

Our present s^ystem of daily and weekly forecasts is ̂ based on the idea of
knowî n̂ g ̂ just ̂ what the ^weather is all ove^r the country. ^Kno^wing what the weather
is here and a long ̂ way from us, w^hich way it is headed, and ̂ what conditions are
along the route, ena^bles the forecaster to estimate what it will be here to^morrow,
and the ne^xt day^, and even, what the weather will be ne^xt week. Althou^gh, of
course, t̂ he *weel^: ahead forecasts can̂ 't be made *^v^/ith as much detailed accuracy as
those for ̂ 3^6 to ̂ 48 hô û r̂ s ahead.

You see, weathe^r f^orecasting is ̂som^ething like Paul ̂Revere^'s ride. Instead
of b^ei^ng ^"booted and ̂ spu^rred, and ready to ride^" like Paul ̂ Revere, ̂ how^ever, oû r̂
^weather foreca^sters are armed with t̂ elê graph â nd radio t^o give war̂ nî n̂ g of ^what1s
comî ng.

But tĥ at doesn^'t mea^n that ô ur weather scientist^s are indifferent to t̂ hî ŝ
problem of e^xtendin^g the range o^f forecast^s. They are conti^nually lookin̂ g for
the laws back of prese^nt conditions ̂w^hic^h^, control weather, â nd ̂st^udyin^g the po^s-
si^bilitie^s of other thin^gs influencing our weather be^eide the temp^eratur^e, â nd
wind, and pre^s^sure ordinar̂ î l̂ y cô n̂ sî dered î n makî ng fo^r^eca^sts.
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T^here are what ̂ you mi^g^ht call ̂ wish-^bone prophe^cies. *^"^,.
:̂
e get t^hat ̂ kind every

once in a *^vhile. Mr. *Tan^nehill ̂s^ay^s honest, si^ncere ̂see^ker^s after thi^s *will-o-
*the^-wi^sp of forecasti^ng ofte^n let their enth^usiasm for some pet idea run awa^y wit^h^
them, They hit upo^n some co^ntri^butory cause of ^weather conditions, and try t̂ ô
base forecasts on it as t̂ he c^hief or only cause.

This variety of co^mple^x conditions co^nstantly ch^anging and interacti^n^g ̂ wi^t^h^
each other, w^hich *^т^ге cal̂ l the ̂weathe^r, ̂may be due to a thousa^nd factors^.

In fact, ̂Mr. *^Ta^n^nehill tells me, we h^ave maps of weathe^r conditions in thî ŝ
country for each â nd every day in the year for the pa^st forty years and more, yet
no t^wo of those maps are e^xactly al̂ î ke. Often, he says, he ha^s seen a map of the
weat^her which reminded ̂ him so strî kî ngly of some other map, that he has looked it
up only to find differe^nces here, there, and yonder. The chances of ̂getti^n^g two
precisely alike is ne^xt to ̂ nothing.

In limited localities, scientists h^ave at times det^ected apparent correla-
tions, for insta^nce, betwe^en the te^mperature of ŝ ea water and w^eather on shore.
Rainfall in certain parts of California â nd in India ha^s bee^n correlated with ̂sea
temperature or oth^er co^nditions in a^n i^m^p^erfect way. But when it com^es to ̂ making
a for^ecast for the entire countr^y, Mr. *Tan^nehill points out that no reputable
meteorologist clai^ms to h^ave discovered any system by which reliable forecasts
can be made further â hê â d than thos^e ̂ made daily and ŵ ê ê kly by the ̂ leather Bureâ u.

The U^nited S^tates *^ï^ïeather Bureau, a^s well as various other ^scientific institu-
tions, is ̂maki^n^g a *st^xi^dy of t̂ he variations in radiation from the sun, in a^n effort
to find what e^ffect if any those variations ̂ have upon the variations in our
weather. Such correl^ations, ho^wever, are still open to ̂ question, and ̂not^h^i^ng has
been wor̂ ked out whic^h câ n be relied upon i^n practical ̂ weathe^r work throu^ghout the
coû ntry.

In the meantime^, while the coû ntr̂ ŷ '̂ s ĉ hief weather scie^ntists are groping
i^nto these fundamental weather pro^blems, ̂ Mr. *Tannehill tells me our annual crop
of ^goose-bone prop^hets co^me ô ut frô m ti^me to time with sensationa^l claims to pre-
dict the weather for t̂ he entire coû nt̂ ry for ^months â nd even years in advance.

Mo^st such predictions are mere gue^s^ses. T̂ hen, too, people in all parts of
the cô untry ̂ still rely on the *^veather advice co^ntained in al̂ manacs, which some of
the *pro^gno^sticator^s *dair^a the^y ̂ get fro^m the position of the planets. Of cour^se,
pur ̂ real weather e^x^p^erts deny ^that t^he planets h^ave â nŷ 'influence on the ^weather
that they ̂h^ave ̂bee^n *аЪ1о to d^e^fect. They deny most emphatically that anyone can
^sa^y what this old weat^her of o^urs will do a year in advance, by any system that
^will stâ nd up ̂a^gainst *lo-^^ic ̂a^nd scie^ntific r^easoning.

Mr. *Ta^nnehill poi^nts o^u^t. however, that any ̂g^uess on the weather ̂ made with
an intelli^ge^nt ̂k^no^wled^g^e of *^t..^i^e co^nditions that nor^mally occ^ur during a season in
a particular region, will be *^i^'^i^^^ht occasionally. If the *^gue^ss^er is lucky, he may
be ri^ght half t^he ti^ne. ̂Bu^t *^t"-^'.at is not science, nor is it ̂ weather forecasti^ng
in â n̂ y fair sense ̂ of t̂ he wor^ds - it is ^guessing.

— о—

*^Д^Щ^ТОтаТС^И^Д^Ж; You have ^just heard the chat with the Weather Man. This Station
pre^sents this feature once eve^ry two w^ee^k^s in cooperation with the United State^s^
Depart^m^ent of Agric^ulture.
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