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WEATHER BUREAU TEAM SUPPORTS MOON FLIGHT

The Weather Bureau's Spaceflight Meteor-
ology Group provided global weather support
for NASA's Apollo 8 manned spaceflight
around the moon. Using worldwide and re-
gional weather observations and forecast
guidance material collected from United
States and foreign weather sources, the
Group provided specific forecasts needed
for planning and operational support for
the launch and during the flight and re-
entry., Since the Apollo 8 mission was con-
ducted as planned and the weather was good,
the Weather Bureau's support to the mission
presented fewer problems than those for
most manned spaceflights. The Spaceflight
Meteorology Group forecasters were concerned
with the possibility of a brief delay in
s the launch due to low clouds, but drier air

Tived in time to provide good launch weather, The Group made
9reCasts for a number of possible emergency landing areas and
lna11y for actual landing. The expected and observed widely scat-
$Ted showers created no problem for the landing and recovery op-
Yations, Principal participants in the ESSA-Weather Bureau sup-
Por¢ to the Apollo program are: Kenneth M. Nagler, chief, Space
fl?rations Support Division, WBH; .Alan N, Sanderson, chief, Space-
stlght Meteorology Group at the NASA Manned Spacecraft Center, Hou=
Gui?’ Tex.,; Ernest A, Amman, chief, Cape Kennedy Section; Jesse R,

ick, chief, Miami Section; Richard A, Brintzenhofe, chief, Suit-

ang Section; Richard K, Siler, chief, Houston Section; and Oliver
4 QOrden, Jr.,, Honolulu representative , using Weather Bureau Pa-
1C facilities.
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REAR ADMIRAL COLBERT DIES '
Rear Admiral Leo Otis Colbert, Director of
the Coast Survey from 1938 to 1950, died D€’
24 in Bethesda Naval Hospital, Bethesda, Md:

Born in Cambridge, Mass., in 1883, Rear Ad”|
wa R Colbert entered the Coast Survey in 1907 an® |
y e served as navigator, executive officer of [
e ! « Coast Survey ships in the coastal waters of |
A\ the U.S., and the Philippines. During Worldr1
\F v War I, he served as a lieutenant commander °
the USS NORTHERN PACIFIC, a troop transpor?’
From 1928 to 1931, he was Director of the |
Coast Surveys of the Philippine Islands at
Manila. For his services during World War .,
II, during which the Coast Survey furnished millions of aeronav
cal charts, maps, surveys, and ships to the military effort, h¢
was awarded the Commerce Department's Exceptional Service Awar
and the Coast Survey's Meritorious Service Ribbon.
Rear Adm. Colbert was a member of a number of professional $9°
cieties, gy
He devoted his entire professional career with the Coast Survij
serving almost 43 years, At his death, he was one of 18 survivz
members of a group of 119 sworn in as the original nucleus of 3
Survey's commissioned officers corps in 1917.

NEW WB PACIFIC STATIONS ESTABLISHED

Three new Weather Bureau second order stations were recently
added to the Trust Territory synoptic network. Namonuito and
Murilo in the Truk District were set up by WBO Truk personnele
Ailinglapalap in the Marshall Islands was established by Kwaja~
lein WB personnel with contract observers. Present plans are
to complete synoptic coverage in Micronesia with the establish”
ment of three more stations.

MOSES NAMED DAVIDSON C. O.

o R ‘ Lt., Cdr. Ray E. Moses, formerly attached to’
the staff of the ESSA Office of Plans and Pr°
grams, has been appointed commanding officer
of the hydrographic survey vessel USC&GSS ;
DAVIDSON. Lt. Cdr. Moses joined the Coast 5"
vey in 1958, and has served aboard the USCEe?
Ships EXPLORER, SURVEYOR, and PIONEER, and 2°
the Coast Survey's Program Planning Officer- 974
He is a 1956 graduate of the University of KE&L
tucky with a civil engineering degree, Lt- '
Moses will assume his new duties in mid-Janv?
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RIVER FORECAST BROCHURE PUBLISHED

"The Weather Bureau and Water Management!'--a 1l6-page, illus-
trated brochure that describes the Bureau's river, flood, and
Water supply forecasting services and their many uses, explains
how river forecasts are made, and outlines other hydrologic
Services--has been published by the ESSA Office of Public Infor-
Mation, Distribution is now in progress. Additional copies
May be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Gov-
€rnment Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402, at 25 cents a
Copy.

BARNES NAMED KAHULUI OIC

Bruce C. Barnes, supervisory meteorological technician at WBO
Wake Island, will become the new official in charge of the WBO
Kahului, Maui on Jan. 17. Mr. Barnes previously served for more
than two years at Kahului and was one of the original staff when
the station opened in 1962.

OWENBY IS COMMERCE OUTSTANDING HANDICAPPED EMPLOYEE

' At i James R. Owenby, Jr., meteorologi-
cal technician at EDS' National Weath-
er Records Center, Asheville, N. C.,
has been selected as the Department

of Commerce's "Outstanding Handicap-
ped Employee of the Year." Mr. Owenby
will compete with other agency candi-
dates for the "Outstanding Handicapped
Federal Employee Award," to be pre-
sented in March, The award is pre-
sented annually to the Federal employee
who has displayed the most courage and
initiative in overcoming a physical
handicap and whose job performance has
, : 4 clearly exceeded requirements in spite
i -7 of severely limiting factors. Mr.
OweTiby contracted polio at the age of six that resulted in com-
Plete paralysis of his lower limbs and partial deformity of his
lower spine., Dispite his handicap, he completed most of grade
SChool at home; graduated from high school with honors; and en-
fOolled in a junior college graduating in 1959. He has continued

O take college-level courses and now lacks only a few hours to
gualify as a professional meteorologist. Mr. Owenby participates
l? Community affairs and has used his engineering training to de-
Sign houses, wheel chairs, portable ramps, and hand controls for
Atomobile operation for the handicapped.
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MITCHELL TO BE VISITING PROFESSOR

Dr. J. Murray Mitchell, Project Scientist for Climatic Chang®:
EDS, left December 26 on a leave of absence to serve as visitingd
professor in the Atmospheric Sciences Department of the Univer-
sity of Washington through the spring quarter of 1969. Dr, Mit-
chell will return to official duty in EDS in September 1969.

C&GS SURVEYS BOATING FACILITIES )
The Coast and Geodetic Survey is conducting a charting invest?”
gation of more than 4000 boating facilities in 14 U.S. coastal
areas, Marinas and boatyards will be inspected in areas coveré€
by 39 C&GS charts to provide the latest information on the sup-
plies and services available since the facilities were inspect®
about six years ago., The boating facilities are located in
Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Mary-
land, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Texas;
Washington, California, and the District of Columbia.

d

NESC GROUP ATTEND CONSHELF WORKSHOP

The Environmental Sciences Group of NESC attended the Fifth
Workshop of the Committee for the Scientific Exploration of th€
Atlantic Shelf (CONSHELF) on Dec. 16 at Annapolis, Md. Attend-
ing were Dr. E, Paul McClain, Dr. Alan E. Strong, Dr. Krishna
Rao, and Lt, Cdr. William R. Curtis, who presented a paper on
"Satellite Measurement of Sea Surface Temperature.,”

SMITH AND CHASE RETIRE

Raymond H. Smith, meteorological technician at EDS' National
Weather Records Center, Asheville, N. C., retired on Dec., 15
after 26 years of Government service. Mr. Smith joined the
Weather Bureau in 1943 as a junior observer, and subsequently
served at Washington, D, C., and New Orleans, La., until he
transferred to the NWRC in 1952,

Lawrence M., Chase, chief of Coast Survey Triangulation Party
G-23 for the past three and one-half years, retired on Dec. 15
after 33 years of Federal service., Mr. Chase was replaced as
Chief of Party by Cdr. Ronald M. Buffington.

Items to be considered for ESSA NEWS must be received by Fric_lay
for publication the following Friday. Send material to: office
of Public Information, ESSA, Room 804, Bldg. 5, Rockville, Mds
20852, Phone (301) 496-8243,
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