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Three^-High Federal Retirement Bill Clears Con^gress
^Ma^ny ESSA employees have been *follo^w-

*^In^9 the progress of several bills be^fore
^Congress that ̂ would provide improved
*^3^enefits ̂ for retirees. On Oct^. 7^, a
*S^enate-approved retirement plan that
*^c^°^uld mean ̂ an extra *$2O to ̂ $50 a ̂ month
*^^°^r future federal retirees cleared the
*^"^ouse and ̂ was sent to the W^hite House
*°r approval on Oct. 8. If signed into
^l^a^w by President Nixon, the legislation
^'^Hows future retirees to base th^eir
*^ar^i^nuities on the highest three years of

*ge salary^, rather than the present
five-year average.

^The legislation also adds a 1 percent
*st^-of-living increase for employees

*h^° retire before Oct. 31.
*^*^n addition, the bill further boosts

*^^^nui^ties for most employees, by giving
*^*^ervice credit at retirement for unused
*^lc^k leave, which^, under the present
*^ystem^, reverts to the Government. For

*^m^P^le: An employee retiring with a
^e^ar^'s unused sick leave ̂ would be *cred-
*e<^3 with having ̂ worked an extra year.
*^»^O the Washington metropolitan area,
^P^rogram o^f *pre-retirement planning

*^essions will be offered during October,
^fly^er will be issued separately giving

*^c
^U^rther details. In addition, individual
*^^nseling in the Washington area is

*^s
^V^ailable by calling Walter Kurtz, *Per-
*^°^nnel Division, 146-8105.

*^t
 *^T^O the extent that it is feasible, *pre-

*^f.
 *^l^rement semi^nars will be conducted at

*^f*.
 *^e^^^d locations and field personnel *of-

*c^ers will provide counseling and *in-
*^j. *^rm^ation to interested employees upon
*^t^.*^4uest. ̂Field personnel desiring *addi-
*^°nal infor^mation should feel free to
*^°^ntact their personnel office for
^D^i^stance.

ESSA personnel office is *distrib-

*uting a si^x-page memorandu^m to all ele-
ments explaining the new retirement plan
in detail. Employees eligible for re-
tirement may consult their supervisors
concerning its contents. Employees will
be notified promptly if the retirement
benefits bill is signed.

Donald Hanson To Be
*SDO Division Chief

Donald *M. Hanson has been named Chief
of the Systems, Plans^, and Design Divi-
sion in the Weather Bureau^'s Systems
Development Office. Mr. Hanson, for-
merly the Division's Program Coordinator
(World Weather System)^, ̂ joined the
Bureau in 1943 at New York and served
in St. Louis, Mo.^, and Kansas City be-
fore coming to We^ather Bureau head-
quarters in 1960. He is a graduate of
the University of Chicago.
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Anchorage Has New
Marine Forecast Center

The new Mar^ine Forecast Center at
*WB^RO Anchorage, Alaska, began operations
on Oct. 1. Twenty-^four hour service
wi^ll be provi^ded to all civil marine users
in the coastal and o^f^fshore waters sur-
rounding Alas^ka. Thirteen separate fore-
casts, combined in six bulletins^, will
be issued twice dail^y^, except that ̂ fore-
casts for southern and southeast Alaska
will be issued three times daily. The
broadcasts include gener^al weather^, com-
bined sea and swell waves for six feet
and higher, visibility when three miles
or less, air temperature when 40 degrees
Fahrenheit or less, and sea ice conditions.

In connection with this program, the
Coast Guard is expanding its weather
transmission pro^gram to a total of nine
ra^dio stations (except their stations
on St. Paul Island). These dissemina-
tion points include several Coast Guard
*^LORAN Stations, which will be broad^-^
casting weather information for the first
time as the result o^f discussions ini-
ti^ated by Lawrence *R. *Mahar*, Director,
^W^e^ather Bureau Alaska Re^gion and ̂the
Coast Guard^.

*C&GS Surve^ys Hurricane
^Gamie Rava^ged Coast
*C^&GS hydrographie and aerial photo-

ma^pping parties are conducting an e^x-
te^nsive survey of navigational ha^zards
resulting from Hurricane Camille in a
500-̂ mile ocean area fronting on the hard-
hit gulf coast. The nine-man hydro-
graphic party^, he^aded by *Lt*. M^ark *E. Her-
bert of the ESSA Com^missioned Corps,
will first scrutini^ze the various ship
channels and pass^ages which lead into
Mississippi Sound to gul^f coast ports,
including Pass Christian, Gulfport*, *Bi-
*loxi and *Pascagoula, to determine where
the *churned-up waters of Camille caused
shoaling which would pose a ha^zard to
shipping. *Lt*. Herbert^'s survey is being
conducted in conjunction with a Coast
Survey photo mission which will remap
portions of the coastline affected by
the hurricane. Preliminary *chartlets,
based on the photographs, will be issued
to supplement existing n^autical charts
until the latter are revised.

Dates Set for Summer
Employment Examinations
Preparations are already being made

for summer employment during 1̂ 970, with
the Civil Service Com^mission Announce-
ment scheduled to be released on Oct. 1^4^»^
196̂ 9. Students who do not wish to reta^k^e^
the written exam may use their 1969 rati^n^i'
however, the exam may be retaken in a^n *^e^f^"^
fort to raise the rating^. Also, it is n̂ ô *̂ *̂
possible for students to be appointed on
the basis of their scholastic achievement^.^
Applicants who will have completed two
years of college at the time of appoint^-^
ment and have maintained a 3.5 academic
average, and engineeri^n^g ̂ and physical
science ma^jors who have a 3.0 academic
average, may bypass the written test.
ESSA, as a scientific agency, is parti^c^-^
ularly interested in those students who
have college ma^jors in meteorology, en-
gineering, oceanography, physics, and
mathematics*^.
The written test is an hour and a

hal^f long and is comprised of vocabula^r^y^»^
reading comprehension, abstract reason-
ing, and table and chart interpretation«
Applications for the test given ̂ Jan.

10, 1970, must be received at the Civil
Service Commission by Dec. 5, 1969; fo^r^
the test Feb. 14, 1970, applications
must be received by Feb. 4, 1970. All
applications from outstanding *students--
*those qualifying on the basis of a hig^h^
scholastic *average--must be postm^arked
no later than Mar. 14, 1970.
Students ̂ are reminded to apply early

in the year in order to receive maxi^mu^m^
consideration.

Radio Amateurs Report on Oklahoma We^at̂ her
A new weather product has been made

ava^ilable to news media in Oklahom^a vi^a^
the ESSA Weather Wire Service *(EW^WS)
through the efforts of Gerald Carter,
supervising meteorologist at *^WBFO, *Okl^a^-^
*homa. Weather reports from 15 to 20
communities in the State are being sent
by radio amateurs to a network super^-^
visor in the State. The reports are *^th^«^n^

relayed in a single telephone call to
the Oklahoma *WBFO, and transmitte^d on
*EWWS about 7 p.m. six days a week. Th^e^
reports are a valuable supplement to ̂ th^e^
regular reporting stations used by *fo^r^e^"^
casters*.
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^Coast Survey Laser *Geodimeter Users Slated for Eye Checkups

*(^-Qr^r^V *^J. Jones o^f *Geodefic Pa^r^ty *G-18 ̂ (^ri^g^ht^) ̂ ha^s ̂ eyes
^e^xa^m^i^ne^d by Dr. Pau^l Se^/^fon, Commerce ^Med^ico^!

*^'^rec^for ̂ loo^k^ing on ore Mr^s. Claire L^u^c^key^, ^Commer^ce
^C^u^rsing ̂ S^uper^visor^, and ̂ Ra^ymond *W. *^Гот/inson^, Ac^ting
*^^^"^ie^f, Pla^nnin^g an^d Met^ho^dolog^y ^Bra^nch o^f Geodesy *Di^v.

^A Safety Program directed tow^ard eye

^P^rotection ̂for Coast and Geodetic *Sur-

employees involved in laser field

operations has been initiated,

progra^m is a ̂ joint effort between

ESSA Safety Engineer, Milton *Aron-

and the Geodesy Division of the
*c
^°ast and Geodetic Survey.
*^D
^r. Paul Selfon^, Medical Director^,

Department of Commerce^, has been made
^av^ailable by the Dep^artment to supervise
the medical phase of the program.

The program involves photographing the
*fundus of the eye with a specially de-
signed camera for instant color photo-

graph of the retina, nerves^, and other
details of the back of the eye. As the

use of lasers on field operations con-
tinues, follow up photo^graphs will be

made of the field employees to deter-
mine changes, if any, in th^e eye due to

the use of lasers.

On Oct. 7, an initial group o^f 25 em-
ployees of Geodetic Party *G-18, were

photographed in the ESSA Health Unit.

An additional 25 were photographed, Oct^. 8.
Raymond *W. *Tomlinson, Acting Chief,

Planning and Methodolo^gy Branch of the

Geodesy Division, will leave Washington

on Oct^. 13 to visit the various ̂ field

units to pho^tograph the eyes of the field

employees. This photographing will be

performed under the supervision of local
ophthalmologists*.

The camera was purchased by the Coast

Survey as part of its program to provide
maximum safety for its employees*.

The camera will not be in continuous
use, therefore, other ESSA elements who
wish to utilize this equipment for the

eye safety of their employees should con-

tact the ESSA S^afety Engineer^.

*Coast *Survey *Parties *^Merge
*^c
oast *Survey *Level *Party *G-38 *has *been

*^Ls
^banded *and *absorbed *into *Level *Party

*'^~
^3^7
^, *after *nearly *25 *years. *During *its

*^^
u
arter-century *existence, *the *party *has

*.
 *^er
^formed *many *types *of *level *surveys,

*^D^eluding
 *^the

 *^National *Level *Net, *gulf
*^'-^oast *tideland *boundaries, *missile *sites,

*^^
u
stal *subsidence *in *the *vicinity *of

*•^"-^I *and *gas *fields, *and *several *dam *sites.

*^C^hough *recent *economy *moves *have *re-
*^u
^ced *the *personnel *stren^gth, *a *total
*^1^58 *years *of *service *has *been *accu-

*u
^la^ted *by *the *remaining *ten *men. *Hamil^-^

*^°
n
 *^H. *Taylor^, *Jr.^, *with *28 *years^' *serv-

*^-^^ *^> *is *the *only *charter *member *of *the
*^9inal *party. *Three *others *have *over

*^years^' *service--Lloyd *W. *^Wilcox, *28
*^rs, *who *m^issed *being *a *charter *member

*^^ *only *a *few *months; *^Ja^mes *C. *Corbett,

*^R
 *^y^ears; *and *Veri *L. *Sullivan, *25 *years.

*°^bert *Gerrish *is *Chief *of *Party *G-37.

Ernest A^mman Receives NASA Award
Ernest A. Amman of the Weather Bureau's

Office of Meteorological O^peratio^ns re-

ceived the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration^'s Exceptional Service

Medal from NASA Admi^nistrator Thomas *O.

Paine, at an Apollo Awards Ceremony held

at the Kennedy Space Center^, Sept. *3O^.^

Mr. Amman is Chief of the Cape Kennedy

Section of the *Spaceflight Meteorology

Group and serves as the Staff Meteorolo-
gist to the Kennedy Space Center. *Wilmer

*L. Thompson, Director, Weather Bureau

Southern Region, represented Dr. White,

ESSA Administrator, at the ceremony^.

Anna *Blyth, Retir̂ ed *WB Employee, Dies
Anna *Blyth, who retired from the

Charleston, S. *C., Weather Bureau office

in 1^965, died on Oct. 2. Miss *Blyth had

se^rved with the Bureau for 18 years^.
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*^, *_

Attendin^g the Weather Bureau Regiona^l Hydrologist^e and *Hydrologists-in-Charge

Con^ference at Weather Bureau headquarters^, Oct. *6-1O, were (seated, left to

Ed Fox, *HIC, RFC, Atlanta, *Ga. ; Richard *D. *Tarble*, *HIC, RFC, Sacramento, Cali^f.^!^
Willia^m *E. *Hiatt*^, *WB Associate Director, Hydrology; Dr. Robert *M. White^, Ad^mini^s^-^
trator, ESSA; Dr. George P. *Cressman, Director, We^ather Bureau; Verne Alexander,

Central Regional Hydrologist, Kansas City, Mo.; John *McCallister, Southern *Re^gi°
n

Hydrologist, Fort Worth, Tex. (Standing, left to right) Victor Hoffman, *HIC, *^R^f
c
^'^

Fort Worth, Tex.; Larry Zimmerman, *HIC, RFC, Salt Lake City^, Utah; Tony *Polas, *Hl
c
^'^

RFC, Portland, *Oreg.; Jac^k *Yates^, *HIC, RFC, *Tulsa, *Okla.; Albert *Kachic, Actin^g^

Eastern Regional Hydrologist, New York; Carl *Relyea, *HIC, RFC, Cincinnati, Ohio;
Walter T. Sittner, Supervisor, Washington River Forecast Facility; Charles *Hopki^n

^5
^'^

*HIC, RFC, Hartford, Conn.; *O. *D. White, *HIC, RFC, Harrisburg, Pa.; Glen *Andsley,

Alaska Regional Hydrologist^; Ray Johnson, *HIC^, RFC, ̂ Kansas City, Mo.; Roland
Western Regional Hydrologist, Salt Lake City, Utah.

*NMC Division Reor^ganized
The Weather Bureau's National Meteor-

ological Center at Suitland, Md., re-
cently completed the reorganization of
its Analysis and Forecast Division^. The
Division no^w comprises five Branches in-
stead of three^. Branch and Branch Chiefs
are: Surface Analysis Br^anch - *Jerrold
*LaRue^, chief, and Willia^m Rammer, deputy
chief; Auto^m^atic Analysis Branch - Harold
Jordan^, chief, and William *Dre^wes, deputy
c^hief; Aviation Weather Forecast Branch -
Julius Badner^, chief, an^d John *Scanlon,
deputy chief; Basic Weather Forecast
Branch - Harry Brown^, chief, and Robert
Cole^, deputy chief; Quantitative Precip-
itation Branch - Russell *Younkin, chief,
and *Vernon Bohl, deputy chief^.

*Len^gth-of^-Service Awards
The following Weather Bureau Sout^her^n^

Region employees ^were eligible to re^-^
ceive *length-of-service awards durin^g^
September: *4O years - Charlie *J. Ra^ven^»^
Fort Worth, Tex., and Paul *M. *Hannu^m,
Miami, Fla. *3O years - *Grover *T. Col-
lins, Brownsville, Tex., and Don *D.
Stallcup^, Fort Myers, Fla. 25 years -
Victor *W. Hoffman^, Fort Worth, Te^x.^5^
*Eleanore I. Parent, and Jesse V. *Car-
*michael^, Miami, Fla.; John V. *Vaiksno^r^a

5̂̂

Nashville, *Tenn.; *Omer *Clarkson, *Jr^.^>^
San Antonio, Tex.; and Henry A. *Gli^d^d^e^°^'^
Swan Island, West Indies. *2O years ̂ -^
Thomas E. Ziegler, Midland, Tex.; ̂ an^d^
Miles *O. *Keiger*, Montgomery, Ala.

Items to be considered for ESSA NEWS must be received by Monday for publication
following Friday. Send material to: Office of Public Information, ESSA, Room 80̂ 4̂ ,̂
*Bldg. 5, *Rockville, *Md*. 20852. Phone (301) 496-8243.
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