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day of pounding from high seas and winds
off the southeast coast of Madagascar.
Pipes had broken below decks, and some
structural damage had been sustained.
The ship's captain wanted to run from the
storm, but did not know what course to
set., Virgil Bowers, a ham radio opera-
tor in Massapequa, L. I., New York, who
once worked aboard the HOPE and maintains
regular contact with the ship, alerted
the Satellite Center, describing its
plight. NESC meteorologists Edward W.
Ferguson, Ralph K. Anderson, Lee Mace,
and Walton Follansbee quickly referred
to photographs taken by ESSA 7 from 900
miles in space. These pictures showed
several tropical disturbances in the Ma-
NE dagascar area. Talking by radio-tele-
SC GUIDES SHIP FROM STORM phone patch with the ship's captain, they
NESC meteorologists guided the Hospital gave him information on the location,
1P HOPE from stormy to calmer seas when area, and direction of movement of the
e.ship was engulfed by a storm in the storm system. Based on the satellite
dian Ocean on Feb. 18, The HOPE, ten photographs, they advised him to pursue
A:y§ out of Ceylon bound for Durban, S. a northerly course to escape the severe
Tica, was taking its third straight weather.

JULY PAY INCREASES CONSIDERED

T s 5 £
OWEQ Civil Service Commission and the Budget Bureau have under consideration the fol-
the Ng pay structure for positions paid under the General Schedule. If finally adopted
Tates would be effective the first pay period after July 1, 1969.
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BOYLE WINS COMMERCE MEDAL

Ira D, Boyle (right), retired chief of
the Warnings and Special Transmissions
Branch in the Weather Bureau's Communi-
cations Division, received the Depart=-
ment of Commerce Bronze Medal from
Dr., Robert M, White, in a ceremony held

Feb. 20, Mr. Boyle was cited "for
planning, budgeting, and implementing the
ESSA Weather Wire Service for continu-
ously demonstrating exemplary acumen and
management ability."

RFF ON TARGET

The USC&GS Ship DISCOVERER sailed from
Miami in January to rendezvous with two
West German and one British ship off the
African coast for the Atlantic Tradewind
Experiment. When, an essential weather
radar on board failed, Research Flight
Facility scientists, who specialize in
hurricane and severe storm research,
answered the urgent appeal for special
delivery of a new radar component., On
January 30, RFF aircraft 39C located the
DISCOVERER about 700 miles out in the
Atlantic being buffeted by 25 knot winds
and heavy, 12-foot waves. The spare
radar part had been packed into a drop-
sonde package normally used for meteor-
ological soundings. The RFF plane made
five practice drops with dummy dropsondes
from an altitude of about 2000 feet, It
then made the actual drop which fell
some several hundred feet behind the ship.
The DISCOVERER circled and picked up the
package with no difficulty. This was
the first attempt at a precision drop by
the Research Flight Facility.

FOUR SOUTHERN STATES SURVEYED

Two Coast Survey leveling parties are
conducting a six-month survey in the
states of Florida, Alabama, Mississippi:
and Louisiana., A 1l6-man leveling partys
headed by Lt., Jeffrey G. Carlen, is con-
ducting a 600-mile survey of elevations
from Newton Miss., to Shreveport, La.,
and eastward toward Lafayette and New
Iberia, La. The second party, directed
by Robert R. Gerrish, is carrying a sur~”
vey of elevations from Florida to Louis1”
ana., The party will first survey be-
tween Milton, Fla., via New Orleans to
New Iberia, La. Upon completion of thiS
route, it will work from New Orleans t©O
Jackson, Miss,

Boykin

Groper

GROPER NAMED TRENTON MIC
Herbert S. Groper, former principal
assistant at the WB's Baltimore officées

has been named meteorologist in charg®
of the Trenton, N. J., office. Mr. Gro9”
per began his career with the Bureau iP
1942, After a three-year tour of duty
with the U. S, Navy, he rejoined the BUS
reau in 1946, and was assigned to the
Atlantic Weather Patrol, where he speP
the next five years, He transferred 1©
the Baltimore office in 1966, Mr, Gro-
per received a bachelor's degree in me~
teorology from Pennsylvania State in
1965, after receiving a Weather Burea!
scholarship to complete his studies.

NEW GEORGIA OIC APPOINTED

Dow E. Boykin has been selected off1”
cial in charge of the new Waycross, G2*’
Weather Bureau station, He entered th®
Bureau at Suitland, Md., in 1956 and
served tours of duty in the Antarcti® 11
and Arctic before moving to Jacksonvil
Fla., in 1958, Mr, Boykin is expect®
to report for duty on March 10.
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CHAMBER SIMULATES WEATHER
b room-sized environmental test cham-
®r at the Weather Bureau's Research and
€Velopment Center, Sterling, Va., is
selng used to check weather equipment
maate§ for use in practically any cli-
p te in the world. The 8x10x8-foot
amber can produce temperatures ranging
fom minus 80 degrees to plus 130 de-
Irees; humidity ranging from 10 percent
32 90 percent; air flow up to 20 miles
hOUI; and simulated rainfall up to
OUr inches an hour. Before the weather-
roduCing chamber became operational,
© effects of freezing rain collecting
" a wind vane or prolonged high humidity
an electrical circuit could ga unde-
tzcted until the equipment had been field
Sted, The simulator can be program-

e .
id.to automatically vary weather con-
tions and record its own actions, so

& 3t it does not require a full-time
Perator,

NI '
NTH ESSA SATELLITE LAUNCHED
Easte 9 was launched by NASA from the
at 2‘rn Test Range, Cape Kennedy, Fla.,
ing, %7 a.m. EST, Feb. 26. Preliminary
Sp cematlon received indicates that the
my scraft has an apogee of 936 statute
= a§d a perigee of 884 statute miles.
Earlorbltal period is 115.2 minutes.
Qrafy'Calculations are that the space-
1 1 S orbital drift rate is less than
Bgg, 'ute per year. First pictures from
] Week Will not be available until next

3

JOHNSON AWARDED BRONZE MEDAL
William T. Johnson (left), cartographer
in the Operations Division of the Coast
Survey's Atlantic Marine Center, was
awarded the Department of Commerce Bronze

Medal in a ceremony held Feb. 10 by Rear
Admiral Allen L. Powell, Director, Atlan-
tic Marine Center. Mr., Johnson was cited
"for dedicated superior service during
more than 20 years in the Coast and Geo-
detic Survey in the fields of surveying
and cartography.'" For approximately 16
of his 20 years' service with the Coast
Survey, he was chief of a photogrammetric
field party. Mr. Johnson, a member of
the American Society of Photogrammetry,
is considered an expert on precise level=-
ing and with various types of electronic
distance measuring equipment.

EDS ASSISTS FLUORIDE STUDY

H. C. S. Thom of EDS is currently work-
ing with the Public Health Service in a
nationwide study of fluoride intake by
children from drinking water. The aver-
age amount of drinking water used by
children in a given locale per year can
be determined from the mean annual daily
maximum temperature, With this informa-
tion, the ideal fluoride content of drink-
ing water for that locale can be deter-
mined and, where necessary, fluoride can
be added to the water supply. Mr. Thom
will provide tables of the optimum fluo-
ride concentration for thousands of Amer-
ican cities to the Public Health Service.
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Quiroz Black

QUIROZ CHAIRS AMS COMMITTEE
Roderick S. Quiroz, senior research
meteorologist in NMC's Upper Air Branch,
has been appointed chairman of the Ameri-
can Meteorological Society's Committee
on Atmospheric Problems of Aerospace Ve-
hicles for a two-year term beginning
January 1969, The Committee includes
several representatives from civilian
and military agencies in the U, S. One
of its major functions is to plan for
the provision of meteorological infor-
mation applicable to the design, de-
velopment, and operation of various aero-
space systems. The committee is cur-
rently planning a Fourth National Con-
ference on Aerospace Meteorology in the
spring of 1970,

BLACK JOINS WESTERN STAFF

Robert M, Black has succeeded A, L.
Zimmerman as agriculture and marine me-
teorologist at Western Region headquar-
ters, Salt Lake City. Mr. Black was for-
merly advisory agricultural meteorolo-
gist at Corvallis, Oreg. While at Cor-
vallis, he was associate professor on
the staff of the Oregon State University
Agricultural Experiment Station. Mr.
Black joined the Weather Bureau at St.
Louis, Mo., in 1947, and subsequently
served at Des Moines, Iowa, and Port=-
land, Oreg.

Items to be considered for ESSA NEWS must be received by Friday for publicati
following Friday., Send material to: Office of Public Information, ESSA, Room BU%»

YOUNG METEOROLOGISTS CONVEN

E
The Weather Bureau Western Region Cou?
cil of Young Meteorologists met at Re€
gional Headquarters, Salt Lake City,
4-6 to review WB training programs,
reer ladders, operations, and weathel
river service products, and to recommenhe
constructive ideas for improvement t©
Director. Left to right: Richard Meye¥?
Las Vegas; Jack Hales, Seattle-Tacomdj
William Hackel, San Francisco WBFO; Daal.
vid Williams, Los Angeles WBFO; pavid
sen, Helena WBO; Richard Augulis, WRH§1_
Barry Nielson, Salt Lake City WBFOj; e %
liam Alder, Salt Lake City WBFO; Haze? ;
Bedke, Director, WRH  (not shown, Dav" °
Westnedge, Salt Lake City RFC),

SERVICE AWARDS

National Weather Records Center em~”
ployees eligible for 1ength-of-serV1°:9
awards during the first quarter of
are: 25 years - Floyd M, Garland, Eva
Lou Gray, William T. Hodge, Mildred Iﬁ
McCarson, Grace Y. Osborne, and Earl ™
Ritchie. 20 years - Jackie S, Barge*’
Helen F, Bartlett, William D. Bar‘tlettr’]da
Troy O, Buckner, Henry G, Hall, and W2
L. Swann, i

WB Western Region employees recel ik
awards during February are: 30 yearS
Robert M, Stuart, Long Beach, Calife
25 years - Mildred V. Bergstrom, port”
land, Oreg.; Albert Malach, Fresno;
Calif,; and Ida M. Johnson, WRH, Sal?
Lake City, Utah.
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